
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

During a meeting of the
Mid-Bay Bridge Authority in
Destin Thursday, Executive
Director Jim Vest told the gov-
erning board that the MBBA
has received its final settlement
from BP. 

The settlement, said Vest, is
for $200,000 and covers rev-
enue lost during 2011 and later
years as a result of tourists and
other potential users of the
Mid-Bay Bridge who stayed
away after hearing about the
BP oil spill in 2010.   No sig-
nificant amounts of oil reached
Okaloosa County or Walton
County shores, but bad publici-
ty caused many vacationers to
cancel their plans, hurting
bridge toll revenue during the
peak summer season.

The $200,000 settlement
from BP follows an earlier set-
tlement from BP for Mid-Bay
Bridge revenue lost during
2010, the year of the oil spill.

Vest also gave the board an
update on pending state legisla-
tion that may affect the Mid-
Bay Bridge Authority. He said
House Bill 70127 has made it
through committees and is due
for a vote on the house floor 
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Bridge
receives
BP funds

Fri.-Sat., 7 p.m.
The Niceville High

School Drama
Department will be
presenting
“Promedy” and “The
Best
Show
Never
Seen”,
in the Niceville
Auditorium on Friday,
April 26 and Saturday,
April 27.  All shows
begin at 7 p.m..
Tickets are $5 at the
door and may also be
purchased prior to the
performance at 217-
8101.   

Sun., 6:45 p.m.

The Baptist
College of Florida
Jazz Ensemble will
perform at a spring
concert Sunday, April
28, 6:45 p.m. at First
Baptist Church of
Niceville.

Mon., 7:30 p.m.
The Northwest

Florida State College
Soundsations
Showchoir and Jazz
Ensemble presents an
end-of-year concert
April 29, 7:30 p.m., in
the mainstage theater
of the Mattie Kelly
Arts Center, NWFSC,
Niceville. Tickets are
$15 for
adults
and
$10 for
youths
18 and
younger. NWFSC stu-
dents may obtain one
free admission per ID,
in person from the box
office. Purchase tickets
at 729-6000 or
www.mattiekellyarts-
center.org. 

Calendar, B-3,5

COMING
UP

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

Valparaiso City Commission
Monday held its third in a series
of workshops to discuss potential
changes to the municipal charter
and to the city’s form of govern-
ment. 

As during the previous two
workshops, held March 18 and
April 1, Mayor Bruce Arnold
advocated changing the city’s
form of government from its cur-
rent “commission” form to anoth-
er form, such as a “strong mayor”
or “city manager” type of govern-
ment.  Two commissioners
opposed the idea.

The city commission does not

have the authority to change the
form of government on its own.
The most the commission can do,
if it eventually votes to do so, is
to place a proposed change to the
city charter on the March 2014
ballot for a citywide referendum.

During Monday’s discussion,
Arnold and commissioners Diane
Kelley and Kay Hamilton sup-
ported a change in the form of
city government, while commis-
sioners Hayward Strong and Joe
Morgan preferred to leave
Valparaiso’s form of government
as it is.

Strong and Morgan said that 
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By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

Okaloosa County traffic engi-
neers have dropped a controver-
sial plan to reduce the number of
left-hand turn lanes from White
Point Road to State Road. 20 in
Bluewater Bay.

In late January, the county
reconfigured the intersection so
that north-facing vehicles emerg-
ing from White Point Road at SR
20 could no longer use the mid-
dle of three lanes to turn left.

In theory, the restriction

reduced the number of left-turn
lanes to one for motorists leaving
northbound White Point Road for
westbound SR 20.  But the
change was widely ignored, and
many motorists continued to use
the middle lane to turn left.

Jason Autrey, Okaloosa
County engineering division
manager, said traffic had
decreased so much on White
Point Road since the opening of
the Mid-Bay Bridge connector 

County backtracks on turn-lane restriction
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A final salute

Beacon photo by Daniel Elsesser
Lt. Cols. Dick Cole and Edward Saylor and Staff Sgt. David Thatcher, three of the four surviving Doolittle Raiders, stand beside Medal
of Honor recipient Col. Bud Day at a ceremony celebrating the 50th anniversary of Northwest Florida State College and the 71st
anniversary of the Doolittle raid at the college's Raiders Arena, Niceville, April 17.  The college mascot, a fox named Jimmy after the
historic WWII air raid's leader, the late Gen. Jimmy Doolittle, attended as well.  The 2013 reunion of the Doolittle raid veterans is said
to be their last.

Valp. officials
split on change
to city charter

Relay
for Life
Neither rain nor cold nor
gathering darkness
stopped a small but dedi-
cated group of Relay for
Life supporters from tak-
ing part in this yearʼs
event to fight cancer. This
yearʼs annual Relay for
Life at the Niceville High
School stadium began
Friday evening despite
constant rain, dropping
temperatures, and dark-
ening skies. The event
began with an opening
ceremony. This was fol-
lowed by the “survivors'
walk,” in which cancer
survivors paraded around
the track at the stadium.

Please see VALP., page A-2
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The turn lanes at White Point Road
and SR 20 have been repainted back
to the way they looked before
January.  County traffic engineers
changed the intersection in January
to allow left turns from only one of
three lanes, a reduction of one.  The
pattern was repainted to revert to
two turn lanes earlier this month
after many drivers ignored the new
flow.

Beacon photo by Daniel Elsesser

By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

Bluewater Bay Resort
Monday withdrew a request to
redesignate part of its Magnolia
golf course as land for residential
development and announced it
would close the nine-hole course
to play beginning May 1 as a
cost-cutting move.  

Helmut Werner, chairman of
the resort, withdrew the proposal

Monday afternoon amid mount-
ing opposition to the development
plan from Bluewater Bay home-
owners.

In a statement, the resort also
said it was working with commu-
nity members in an effort to avoid
the closure of an additional,
unspecified, nine holes as well.
The company operates four nine-
hole courses in Bluewater Bay, all
lined by houses.

Werner said the Magnolia
development, proposed earlier
this year, was withdrawn because
Okaloosa County planners were
"imposing unreasonable stan-
dards of review" on the petition to
change Bluewater Bay's develop-
ment of regional impact (DRI)
plan, which broadly governs
development in the 35-year-old
community.

"There have been 13 changes

to the DRI made in the past 20
years or so," Werner said.  "[The
county] has never requested such
detailed information." 

Werner said the county
requested plans for roads, set-
backs and other details for the
potential residential development
on the golf course.  He said the
resort could not afford the addi-
tional time and money it would
take to provide the information.  

Werner said all nine holes of
the Magnolia course would be
closed indefinitely.  He said the

resort would erect fences around
the course and would not mow or
otherwise maintain it.  

Werner said the fences around
the closed Magnolia course
would bear "Private Property"
signs, and residents would no
longer be allowed on it, because
of insurance concerns.   He said
that footbridges over water on the
Magnolia course would be
blocked as well.    

Tom Hanks, resort general 

Please see WITHDRAWN, page A-2

Golf-course conversion bid withdrawn
BWB Resort drops plan to build homes on links



Beacon photo by Mike Griffith
Thomas Miller, former Valparaiso city commissioner, expressed skepticism Monday about any plan to
change to a city manager form of government.  He addressed the city commission during a forum on
possible changes to the city charter.

whatever changes may be neces-
sary to the way Valparaiso’s gov-
ernment functions can be made
within the scope of its current

form of government, under which
each elected commissioner super-
vises one or more city operating
departments directly.

Former City Commissioner
Thomas G. Miller and his wife,
Diane, also attended Monday’s

workshop and addressed the com-
mission in opposition to changing
the form of government. “We’ve
lived here since 1968,” said Diane
Miller. “And it has been wonderful
knowing who to go to and how to
get a response in the city govern-
ment. That’s what our town is
made up of. I don’t want to see
that change.”

Thomas Miller expressed
skepticism about a proposed city
manager form of government, one
which Arnold had seemed to
advocate during previous work-
shops. “To have the best city man-
ager government,” said Miller,
“you would need the best city
manager.”

Arnold, however, along with
commissioners Hamilton and
Kelly, said the commission form
of government is inefficient, and
was designed for a simpler town in
a simpler time. He said that the
city’s current charter originally
took effect in 1921. He also said
that by 1930, when the first U.S.
census conducted after the city
charter took effect, there were
only 99 residents of Valparaiso,
distributed among 38 households..

“That’s what our original char-
ter was directed to,” said Arnold.
“The original charter doesn’t
mention such things as our cable
TV and communication system,
the public library, or our current
city legal services.”

VALP.
From page A-1

Beacon photo
The Bluewater Resort had requested the designation for commercial development of parts of
four holes on its Magnolia golf course, including the seventh fairway, pictured.  But the resort
withdrew the request Monday and will shut all nine Magnolia holes May 1.  
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Family Dental Care
Compassionate Personalized Care
Restore Your Smile, Keep Your Schedule

Beautiful
Smiles

Begin Here

CEREC delivers top quality restorations in one
visit, so you can get back to what matters most.

SameDay Crowns

Complimentary Second Opinion
(Includes Free X-Ray, D0220, D9310)

• Comprehensive Family Care
• Advanced Sterilization Techniques
• Luma Arch Whitening - In Office
• Cosmetic Veneers/Bonding
• Preventative Dentistry
• Custom Crowns/ Bridges
• Implant Restoration
• Gentle Nitrous Oxide
• Digital X-Rays

CONVENIENT SCHEDULING
Monday - Thursday 7:30am-5:30pm

Friday: Closed

Ralf P. Zapata, DDS Thomas Grant, DMD

We Welcome New Patients & Emergencies

729-1223
www.nicevillefamilydentalcenter.com

908 S. Palm Blvd., Niceville

Choctawhatchee Estuary
Family Festival

A family & community event for all ages!

Fred Gannon Rocky Bayou State Park, Hwy. 20 Niceville

Fun activities, hands-on displays & environmental awareness. Learn about
the local waters of our estuary and the people living & working there.

Activities for all ages:

(limited space available)

FREE OF CHARGE!  NO PARK ENTRANCE FEE!
Part of the 6th Annual Mattie Kelly Environmental

Symposium on the Choctawhatchee Bay.

An Equal Access / Equal Opportunity Institution     3/2013. NWFSC Graphic Services

www.mattiekellyinstitute.org

 

6th Annual

manager, said it costs the compa-
ny about $8,000 per acre per year
to maintain the course.  Resort
officials had said they wanted to
develop part of the course as hous-
ing in order to offset a decline in
golf revenue.

Raimund Herden, one of the
original developers of Bluewater
Bay, said Magnolia homeowners
would want to maintain the golf
course themselves if it were shut
down.  Werner, however, said this
would not be allowed. 

The withdrawal of the develop-
ment petition caused the Okaloosa
County Commission to cancel a
public hearing on the issue sched-
uled for Thursday, April 25, in the
Emerald Coast Convention
Center, Okaloosa Island.  Critics
of the development proposal said
the meeting was expected to be
attended by hundreds of residents
opposed to the idea.

County Commissioner Nathan
Boyles said he and other commis-
sioners had received over 1,000
petitions from Bluewater Bay
homeowners against the change.  

The proposed change would
have redesignated parts of
Magnolia holes 4, 6, 7 and 9 for

the development of as many as
148 houses and apartments.  

Hanks said the proposal to
shorten some golf holes for com-
mercial development was made to
generate revenue to avoid the clo-
sure of an entire course.  He said
resort staffers are still looking for
ways to increase revenue and
membership while cutting costs. 

"[W]e will continue to move
forward and do our best to main-
tain a high-quality golf experience
at Bluewater Bay and make our
amenities more valuable to our
potential members in the
Bluewater community," Hanks
said.  

Werner added that the proposal
was made to help the Bluewater
community. 

"When we filed our proposed
plan, we sincerely believed that it
would be in the best interest of all
Bluewater Bay homeowners,"
Werner said.  "We still believe
this."  

The county commission was
scheduled to review the proposal
and determine whether it consti-
tuted a substantial deviation from
Bluewater Bay's original master
plan, and then decide whether to
approve the plan. 

Incidentally, two separate
agencies, the West Florida
Regional Planning Council and

the state's Department of
Economic Opportunity, recently
decided that the proposed change
did not constitute a substantial
deviation from Bluewater's origi-
nal Development of Regional
Impact (DRI) and could advance
to the county commissioners for
approval.

A statement issued by the
resort Monday stated it is working
with members of the community
to avoid closing an additional nine
holes to cut costs further.  

Jill Crew, a lawyer representing
homeowners who oppose the pro-
posal, said she does not know of
any alternative proposals from
homeowners to increase revenue
for the golf course.

Crew said the homeowners in
Magnolia Plantation bought into
an idea of a neighborhood with
areas designated for recreational
open space, and the proposed
change would have altered the
neighborhood plan they paid for
when they bought their homes.  

The resort submitted the devel-
opment plan in January in an
effort to generate revenue for the
money-losing course.  

At that time, Hanks said he
hoped the new residential devel-
opment would infuse the area with
"fresh blood," renewing interest in
the area and the course.  

WITHDRAWN
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Edible
®

ARRANGEMENTS

Chocolate
Banana Bouquet Swizzle BerriesTM

First Mother's
Day Fruit Bundle

To order, please call or visit: 
850-226-4111  •   EdibleArrangements.com

230 Eglin Parkway N.E., Fort Walton Beach

FFRREEEE  DDEELLIIVVEERRYY
MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL

Offer is valid only on these days to receive free delivery. Must be delivered on 5/7-5/9/2013.

when an order is placed to be
delivered on May 7th, 8th or 9th

SUCCESS!

LINDA ZICKLER,
Realtor

(850)-621-7233
lzickler@gnt.net

www.nicevillekw.com

4534 Hwy 20 East,
Bluewater Bay  (Merchants Walk)

Each office independently owned and operated.

Bluewater Bay ~ SOLD in 5 days!

Rocky Bayou ~ SOLD in 12 days!

YOUR NEXT MOVE?
Call Linda Zickler at Keller Williams
Realty TODAY! Let’s make your
home a SUCCESS, too!



Publix submits final plans for store
By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

Niceville Building Inspector
Darcy Chaney said Monday that
Publix Supermarkets Inc. submit-
ted final building plans for the
company's planned store north-
west of the intersection of Rocky
Bayou Drive and SR 20, Niceville. 

Chaney said he and Niceville
Fire Inspector Mike Valenzuela
are reviewing the plans and should
be able to grant Publix a permit to
build within the next two weeks,
in time for the grocer's desired
groundbreaking in the second
week of May.

The plans call for the construc-
tion of a 45,600-square-foot
Publix building and up to 13 adja-
cent retail stores ranging from
approximately 1,400 to 2,900
square feet to be occupied by
retailers to be determined later.  

The plans call for the Publix to
be built adjacent to the land ear-
marked for but yet undeveloped
by Home Depot.  Chaney said he
has not heard anything recently
from Home Depot, but hopes the

Publix development will encour-
age Home Depot and other busi-
nesses to open in Niceville.  

"This is a good thing for
Niceville and people are pretty
excited about it," Chaney said.
"I'm hoping it will bring more
commercial development, espe-
cially with the adjacent stores, and
hopefully it'll push Home Depot to
come in."

Chaney noted if the Publix
construction encourages Home
Depot and other businesses to
build in Niceville, it would help
make Niceville more "self sustain-
ing," eliminating the need for
Niceville residents to travel to

Destin or Fort Walton Beach for a
major home improvement suppli-
er. 

Niceville Public Works
Director Bruce Price said a round-
about will be constructed to con-
nect Rocky Bayou Drive to the
Publix shopping center.  This
roundabout will connect to a
through boulevard that will travel
west and connect to the Walmart
shopping center by way of a
bridge over Swift Creek.

The boulevard will be accessi-
ble from SR 20 through three
right-turn entrances, one connect-
ed to the CCB Bank parking lot.

A representative of Valparaiso

Realty, the company that owns the
land for the planned site, estimates
the store will not be open until
after Christmas 2013. 

"[Publix] stores take 225 days
to build," the representative said.
"If they get started in late May,
you're looking at finishing up in
January." 

The Valparaiso Realty repre-
sentative noted, in his experience,
grocery stores typically prefer to
open after the holiday season,
because it is difficult for the new
and inexperienced staff to handle
the onslaught of customers that
comes with Thanksgiving and
Christmas.     

Valparaiso Realty
A digital rendering of the planned Publix supermarket northwest of Rocky Bayou Drive and SR 20,
Niceville.  Publix submitted final building plans to the city of Niceville April 22, and Building Inspector
Darcy Chaney expects to approve a building permit for the site by the second week in May. 

sometime this week. The bill,
said Vest, contains no provisions
directly related to the Mid-Bay
Bridge Authority, although it
does give counties the option of
creating regional transportation
financing authorities.

Vest also said that Senate Bill
1132 has changed. He said the
Senate bill started out creating a
regional tollway authority,
which could have replaced the
Mid-Bay Bridge Authority.
Now, however, said Vest, the bill
would create a Northwest
Florida regional transportation
finance authority similar to that
in the House bill, and has also
dropped previous references to
U.S. Highway 98. 

The Northwest Florida
regional transportation finance
authority, Vest said, would con-
sist of Okaloosa, Walton, Bay,
and Gulf counties, and would
include some oversight of the
Mid-Bay Bridge Authority. He
said the bill would also create a
similar regional authority for
Escambia and Santa Rosa coun-
ties. Vest said that the Senate bill
is currently headed to the Senate
Appropriations Committee. 

If both bills eventually pass
in their houses, said Vest, they
will then go to a joint confer-
ence committee where final lan-
guage of the bills will be writ-
ten. During that process, said
Vest, either or both bills, or the

final version, may be amended.
Vest said that state Rep. Matt
Gaetz has been “instrumental in
protecting the Mid-Bay Bridge
Authority” While the House bill
has been under consideration.
Vest said that Gaetz’s father,
State Sen. Don Gaetz, has been
“quiet and neutral” regarding
the Senate version of the bill.

Vest also told the MBBA
governing board that traffic and
revenue figures from the Mid-
Bay Bridge have varied less
than 1% during the past month,
compared with the same month
last year.

In other business during last
Thursday’s meeting, HDR
Engineering representative Jon
Vannoy told the MBBA board
that most of the Mid-Bay Bridge
Connector road between State
Highway 20 and Range Road is
now more than 90 percent com-
plete. Parts of the bridge con-
nector road between Range
Road and State Road 85 North
of Niceville are mostly between
50 percent and 75 percent com-
plete. Construction is currently
underway on several bridges
which cross creeks within the
Eglin military reservation, and
construction is also underway
for the tolling point north of
Niceville. The 11-mile highway,
parts of which are already open,
is scheduled to be completed in
2014.

Vannoy also told the board
that paving is underway at the
intersection of College

Boulevard and the new bridge
connector. “A lot of people are
glad to see work being done
there,” said Vannoy.  A tempo-
rary roadway to allow the con-
struction at College and Forest
Road has been a traffic bottle-
neck since it was built by the
highway contractors over a year
ago.

The next meetings of the
Mid-Bay Bridge Authority will
include a special public budget
hearing on May 2,  followed by
the next regular meeting at 9
a.m. May 16. Both meetings
will be held in the Niceville
City Hall Council Chambers at
208 North Partin Drive.

BRIDGE
From page A-1
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The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville

LEE MULLIS, MD
• Over 25 Years Experience

• National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
• A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Lee Mullis, MD

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
• Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
• 15 Years Experience
•  A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

• CATARACTS                   
• DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •  (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •  (850) 682-5338

• GLAUCOMA 
• RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

-In memory of-

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

gulfcoastderm.com

To make an appointment, call 
1-877-231-DERM (3376).
Free screenings are for new patients
and by appointment only. 

free 
Skin Cancer
Screening

4550 Highway 20, Niceville

550 Redstone Avenue West, Suite 390, Crestview

Low rates are just 
around the corner.

 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims
 Coverage available by phone

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all 

states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO 

Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and boat coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance 

Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 

Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO 

Gecko image © 1999-2013.                                                                               © 2013 GEICO

850-863-4187

18 Years!

Ritz Salon
www.RitzSalonNiceville.com

Mid-Bay Plaza | Bluewater Bay | 897-4466

Keratin Special
$35 Off

15% Off
All Retail
thru May 31, 2013

C E L E B R AT I N G

Specials going on all month! Stop in today!
Since 1986

Oak Creek Shopping Center •  Niceville
850-678-1593 •  Mon.-Sat. 9-6 •  www.bayoubookcompany.com

Remember your
Administrative Professionals

on April 24th

with a card and gift from 
Bayou Books

and Hallmark.
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Responders drill for hazmat crash
Northwest Florida State College's emergency training area was the site of an emergency response exercise Tuesday morning, involv-
ing firefighters and other first response agencies from Okaloosa and Escambia counties. The drill was designed to simulate the col-
lision of two tanker trucks carrying toxic chemicals, according to Okaloosa Emergency Manager Randy McDaniel. 



Arrests
Christopher Levon Jackson, a

cook, 29, of 507 23rd St. Unit A,
Niceville, was arrested by
Niceville police April 16 on a
charge of battery.

A Niceville officer responded
to a suspicious person call on
the 500 block of 23rd Street.
There, someone reported they
were "jumped" by Jackson and
two unidentified people.  The
victim reported Jackson and the
two others pulled him off his
bike, hit him in the mouth and
beat him on the back of the head
and neck.

Jackson's required court
appearance is May 7.

***
Tammie Mitchelle Johnson,

unemployed, 39, of 282
Washington Ave. Apt. 4,
Valparaiso, was arrested by
Valparaiso police April 12 on a
charge of battery domestic vio-
lence. 

Johnson allegedly punched
someone in the eye with her fist.

Johnson's required court
appearance is April 30. 

***
Thadeus Eliott Matthews, a

cashier, 19, of 201 Adams Creek
Road, DeFuniak Springs, was
arrested by Niceville police
April 17 on a charge of posses-
sion of marijuana less than 20
grams. 

Matthews allegedly called
Niceville police to report some-
one was chasing him and had
blocked his car into a dead end
street. 

Two officers responded and,
upon approaching the passenger
side of Matthews' vehicle,
smelled marijuana.  An officer
asked Matthews if he had any-
thing in the vehicle that could

"get him in trouble."  Matthews
said no and granted the officer
consent to search the vehicle.  

Before the officer searched
the vehicle he again asked
Matthews if there was anything
troublesome in the car, and
Matthews admitted to having "a
couple of roaches."  Matthews
pulled a cigarette pack out of the
vehicle, removed two marijuana
"roaches" from the pack and
gave them to the officer. 

Matthews said there was
nothing else troublesome in the
car, but when the officer
searched the car he found a clear
plastic bag containing a seven
grams of a green leafy substance
that later tested positive for the
presence of THC. 

Matthews said he had forgot-
ten the bag was in the car.  His
required court appearance is
May 7.  

***
George Robert Booth,

retired, 65, Valparaiso, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
April 17 on a charge of violation
of injunction for protection
against domestic violence.

Allegedly, Booth is not
allowed to go within 500 feet of
a residence on the 4000 block of
Parkside Lane, Niceville, per an
April 4 injunction for protection
against domestic violence.  

A deputy allegedly saw
Booth inside the residence. 

Booth's required court
appearance is May 7.  

***
Stephanie Morgan Smith, a

student, 21, of 210 S. Hampton
Court, Niceville, was arrested
by sheriff's deputies April 17 on
charges of two counts of burgla-
ry of a conveyance unarmed
without a person inside and two
counts of petit larceny.  

Smith allegedly entered two
vehicles, one parked on the
1000 block of Airport Road and
the other on the 200 block of
Mattie Kelly Boulevard, Destin.  

Smith took a $20 iPhone car

charger from the vehicle on
Airport Road and a $5 server's
book and $105 in cash from the
vehicle on Mattie Kelly
Boulevard.  Smith was observed
and stopped while attempting to
leave Mattie Kelly Boulevard.  

Smith's required court
appearance is May 28. 

***
Ryan Patrick Asbury, a con-

struction worker, 26, of 1482
Live Oak St., Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
April 16 on a Walton County
warrant. 

***
Donna Marie Fenster, a man-

ager, 30, of 365 Okaloosa St.,
Valparaiso, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies April 15 on an

Escambia County warrant for
violation of probation on the
original charge of driving while
license suspended or revoked. 

***
Bryton Denver Holbrook, a

restaurant worker, 20, of 341
Oaklake Lane, Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
April 15 on a charge of failure to
register motor vehicle.  

Holbrook's required court
appearance is May 7.  

***
Jayme Alvin Aylesworth, a

medical worker, 25, of 3002 E.
Jackson St., Pensacola, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
April 14 on a Santa Rosa
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Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 
to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments,

the Okaloosa County and Walton County sheriffʼs offices, other
law-enforcement agencies, and the Okaloosa County and

Walton County jails.

Fire Department Reports
Niceville

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls from April 15, 2013
through April 21, 2013. 

0 Structure Fire 20 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 4 Vehicle Crash 
1 Other Fire 0 Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 1 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 0 Hazardous Conditions

STREET SITUATION DATE TIME
Forest Lake Terrace ........................Medical.................................4/15/13.................09:45
Reeves Street ..................................Medical.................................4/15/13.................10:10
N. Partin Dr. .....................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................01:39
White Street .....................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................07:41
Goldenrod Ct. ..................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................08:27
23rd Street .......................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................08:49
Camellia Pl.......................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................14:02
SR 85 N ...........................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................19:19
Camellia Pl.......................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................22:46
Beverly Dr.........................................Medical.................................4/16/13.................23:52
Regatta Dr........................................Medical.................................4/17/13.................04:55
Finck Road.......................................Medical.................................4/18/13.................12:21
Crestview Ave. .................................Outside fire ..........................4/18/13.................19:30
Bally Way .........................................Medical.................................4/18/13.................20:02
N. Partin Dr. .....................................Alarm activation...................4/18/13.................22:29
N. Partin Dr. .....................................Medical.................................4/19/13.................12:24
E. John Sims Pkwy..........................Vehicle crash.......................4/19/13.................14:05
E. John Sims Pkwy..........................Vehicle crash.......................4/19/13.................15:06
E. John Sims Pkwy..........................Vehicle crash.......................4/19/13.................20:12
McKinney St.....................................Medical.................................4/19/13.................21:22
29th Street........................................Vehicle crash.......................4/20/13.................15:57
29th Street........................................Medical.................................4/20/13.................17:14
N. Partin Dr. .....................................Medical.................................4/20/13.................23:11
Kilcullen Dr. ......................................Medical.................................4/21/13.................00:45
N. Partin Dr. .....................................Medical.................................4/21/13.................03:06
Hill Lane ...........................................Medical.................................4/21/13.................11:45

Weekly Safety Tip:  If an electrical appliance smokes or has an unusual smell, unplug it
immediately and have it serviced before using it again. Replace any electrical cord that
is cracked or frayed.

Like the Niceville Fire Department on Facebook   

North Bay
The North Bay Fire Department responded to the following calls from April 15, 2013
through April 21, 2013.

Street Situation Date Time
Reeves St......................................Dispatched & cancelled.......4/15/13..................10:13
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/15/13..................13:08
Range Road..................................False alarm...........................4/15/13..................13:18
Range Road..................................Service call ...........................4/15/13..................14:30
Balmoral Dr....................................Medical .................................4/15/13..................22:03
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/16/13..................03:31
Muirfield Dr. ...................................Medical .................................4/16/13..................08:06
Evans Rd.......................................Medical .................................4/16/13..................13:03
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/17/13..................02:13
Shadow Lane................................Smoke detector activation...4/17/13..................07:54
White Point Rd. .............................Smoke detector activation...4/17/13..................12:25
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/17/13..................13:16
Merchants Way .............................Medical .................................4/17/13..................14:48
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/18/13..................01:21
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/18/13..................09:27
Merchants Way .............................Medical .................................4/18/13..................11:35
Hwy. 20 East .................................Medical .................................4/18/13..................16:26
St. John Cove................................Medical .................................4/18/13..................17:58
N. White Point Rd. ........................Medical .................................4/19/13..................06:00
Parkside Cir. ..................................Public assist..........................4/19/13..................10:49
White Point Rd. .............................Vehicle accident ...................4/19/13..................14:28
N. White Point Rd. ........................Unintentional transmission ..4/19/13..................16:49
Caribbean Way .............................Medical .................................4/19/13..................22:05
E. Hwy. 20 .....................................Vehicle accident ...................4/20/13..................02:06
Merchants Way .............................Medical .................................4/20/13..................12:42

Visit northbayfd.org for more information.

East Niceville
The East Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls during the month of
March, 2013.

Street Situation Date Time
Perdido Cir........................................Camper/RV fire ...................3/1/13...........07:25 AM
E. Hwy. 20 ........................................Extrication from vehicle ......3/1/13...........06:45 PM
N. White Point Rd. ...........................Dispatched & cancelled......3/5/13...........03:45 AM
22nd Street.......................................EMS call ..............................3/8/13...........10:54 AM
27th Street ........................................Police matter .......................3/8/13...........11:49 PM
Jason Drive.......................................EMS call ..............................3/9/13...........06:24 AM
Edgewater Dr....................................EMS call ..............................3/9/13...........09:48 AM
Kristin Cir...........................................EMS call ..............................3/9/13...........11:13 AM
Bond Cir. ...........................................EMS call ..............................3/9/13...........12:43 PM
Forrest Road ....................................Bomb scare.........................3/11/13 .........09:42 AM
Harding Rd. ......................................Medical assist......................3/12/13.........05:58 AM
Ruckel Dr. .........................................EMS call ..............................3/12/13.........12:52 PM
18th Street ........................................EMS call ..............................3/14/13.........12:18 PM
23rd Street........................................EMS call ..............................3/14/13.........06:34 PM
Pine Court.........................................EMS call ..............................3/15/13.........12:53 PM
Cougar Cir. .......................................Detector activation ..............3/17/13.........09:12 AM
E. John Sims Pkwy. .........................EMS call ..............................3/17/13.........12:28 PM
Jason Drive.......................................Assist invalid........................3/17/13.........11:03 PM
Olde Post Rd....................................Overheated motor...............3/18/13.........08:16 PM
E. John Sims Pkwy. .........................False alarm .........................3/20/13.........04:41 PM
Lake Way Dr.....................................EMS call ..............................3/21/13.........08:11 AM
47th Street ........................................EMS call ..............................3/22/13.........02:50 AM
N. SR 85...........................................Dispatched & cancelled......3/22/13.........09:22 PM
18th Street ........................................EMS call ..............................3/25/13.........03:55 AM
Chase Dr,..........................................EMS call ..............................3/25/13.........07:06 AM
47th Street ........................................EMS call ..............................3/25/13.........04:20 PM
Commercial Dr. ................................Dispatched & cancelled......3/25/13.........05:06 PM
Vincent Cir. .......................................EMS call ..............................3/27/13.........12:33 PM
Fir Avenue.........................................EMS call ..............................3/28/13.........12:50 AM
Parkview Dr. .....................................Forest fire ............................3/28/13.........07:25 PM
E. John Sims Pkwy. .........................EMS call ..............................3/28/13.........08:28 PM
Hickory Ave.......................................EMS call ..............................3/31/13.........03:22 PM

Visit our website at www.enfd.net.

600 John Sims Pkwy., E.  •  Niceville (Across from FUMC)

Call (850) 678‐1795

MARK S. HARBER, M.D.
Adult & Adolescent Primary Care

Retired USAF MC

Same day appointments

We file most insurance
Medicare accepted

School, DOT & Other
Physical Exams

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

c Massage
c Facials
c Speciality Nail Arts
c Waxing

(Eyebrows, Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 14 years!

Gift Certificates Available

DAY SPA

850-863-2153
FORT WALTON

DESTIN • NICEVILLE

Dr. Shawbitz provides
exceptional care for
General Neurology,
Clinical Electrophysiology and
Neuromuscular Disorders.

Introducing Neurologist

Dr. Michael Shawbitz

Call or visit us

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive •  Niceville •  678-2514

From the moment she was born I promised to love her, to pro-
tect her from all the monsters under her bed, and to support her
and all her dreams. From the moment she was born I promised

that I would always provide for her, no matter what.

That’s why I bought Life Insurance, because from the moment I
held her I wanted to secure her future in case I couldn’t always
be there for her. Because it’s not about my life, it’s about hers.

Please see BLOTTER, page A-5

Body found in
bayou is identified
By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

County investigators identi-
fied a body found in the Rocky
Bayou waterway last week as
that of 27-year-old Misty
Renee Medrano of Fort Walton
Beach. 

Medrano's remains were
found at the end of 11th Street,
Niceville, by a resident who
called Niceville police upon
finding it at 7 a.m. April 14.

Michele Nicholson,
spokeswoman for the
Okaloosa County Sheriff's
Office, said the medical exam-
iner determined the body had
been in the water for less than
12 hours and that Medrano had
been deceased for approxi-
mately that long. 

Nicholson said investiga-
tors are awaiting a toxicology
report from the examiner

before they can determine a
cause of death.  Nicholson said
the body bore no suspicious
marks or injuries.

In seeking information,
county investigators are trying
to find the driver of a light-col-
ored pickup truck seen at the
end of 11th Street late April 13.
The Okaloosa County Sheriff's
Office reported the driver may
have been fishing and may
have had a small kayak on the
back of his truck. 

Investigators have request-
ed public assistance in locating
the driver or gaining any addi-
tional information about the
circumstances surrounding the
finding of Medrano's body. 

Information may be
phoned to the sheriff's office at
850-609-2000 or to Emerald
Coast Crime Stoppers anony-
mously at 850-863-8477.  



County warrant for failure to
appear for the original charge of
battery touch or strike.

A deputy responded to a sus-
picious activity call in the area
of Magnolia Plantation Drive
and Bay Drive, Niceville.  

A deputy stopped
Aylesworth, who matched the
matched the description of a
suspicious person, checked his
name against databases and
found the active Santa Rosa
County warrant against him.   

***
Gwendolyn Gabrielle Fuller,

a student, 20, of 105 Meadow
Woods Lane, Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
April 12 on charges of liquor
possession by a person under 21
years, possession of marijuana
less than 20 grams and drug
equipment possession and or
use. 

A deputy stopped someone
later identified as Fuller for
speeding on Miracle Strip
Parkway, Fort Walton Beach.
The deputy smelled burned
cannabis upon approaching the
vehicle.  

The deputy found rolling
papers and cannabis ashes in the
vehicle's glove box.  The deputy
also found a burned cannabis
"joint" in the vehicle's center
console and several cannabis
"buds" in a purse found in the
vehicle's backseat. 

The deputy also found a
cannabis grinder.  All the found
cannabis tested positive for a
presence of THC. 

The deputy found a flask of
liquor in the vehicle's passenger
side door.  

Fuller's required court
appearance is April 30. 

***
Jessica Machuca Garza, 29,

of 1105 Bailey Drive, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff's
deputies April 11 on a charge of
driving without a valid license.  

Machuca Garza's required
court appearance is April 30.  

DUI arrests
James Gietono Freimuth, 50,

of 65 Eastview Ave., Valparaiso,
was arrested by Valparaiso
police for DUI at Edge Avenue

at Washington Avenue,
Valparaiso, April 12 at 1:45 a.m.

Freimuth was also cited for
failure to stop at a stop sign and
driving with an open container. 

Freimuth's required court
appearance is April 30. 

***
Danny Ray Rose, 56, 116

Parkwood Drive, Niceville, was
arrested by Niceville police for
DUI at SR 20 at Palm
Boulevard, Niceville, April 16 at
6:11 p.m.  

Rose was also cited for fail-
ure to use due care.  His
required court appearance is
May 7. 

***
Alan Mark Shuma, unem-

ployed, 30, of 1200 White Wood
Way, Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies for DUI at
White Point Road, Niceville
April 11 at 12:24 a.m.  

Shuma's required court
appearance is April 30.   

Thefts
A Niceville resident of the

200 block of Deer Street report-
ed April 15 someone stole his
unsecured motorized bicycle
from his front porch.

***
A Niceville resident reported

April 11 someone entered an
unlocked car at the 3000 block
of Peach Tree Way, Niceville,
and stole his pack back, which
contained clothes, hygiene
items, a phone and a wallet.  The
wallet contained the com-
plainant's Florida identification
card and $7.  

Criminal Mischief 
Valparaiso police responded

to a call April 11 reporting
someone had broken the front
door of an office building at 500
Kelly Mill Road, Valparaiso.

***
An employee of the Holiday

Inn at 106 Bayshore Drive,
Niceville, reported April 7
someone caused gouge marks
on the hotel wall, and made a
hole in a bathroom wall,
amounting to $250 in damages. 
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THE INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER 
—by Mike Griffith

“More video cameras
would help. Someone
should watch public

places 24 hours.”

“The only way to
really prevent

terrorism is to pray
for peopleʼs hearts
to be changed from

anger to prayer,”

Jackson Crawford, 9,
Niceville, 

Rocky Bayou Christian
School student.

Michelle Crawford, 43,
Niceville, 

stay-home mom

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com 
Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.

What should be done to prevent terrorist attacks on
so-called soft targets in the United States?

Location: Niceville civic complex and Childrenʼs Park

Dr. Scott Beals
Board Certified American Board of Dermatology

4566 Hwy. 20 East, Suite 101, Niceville

{SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE}
850.897.7546

1 in 5 Americans
will develop skin cancer
during their lifetime.

75% OFF UNTIL END OF MAY
(Regularly $600.00)

Call today for an evaluation and ask about
our photo rejuvenation                 treatment

Matthews & Jones, LLP
Welcomes Kimberly J. Cheatham to our Niceville Office

Kimberly practices in the
areas of Real Estate Law,
Business/Corporate Law,
Guardianship, and Probate.

323 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL
(850) 729-7440
www.destinlaw.com

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

BLOTTER
From page A-4

“Public awareness
campaigns, and

increased funding for
local law

enforcement.”

“Continue whatʼs
already being done,

such as metal
detectors.”

Scott Heworth, 22,
Crestview, 

restaurant manager

Shannon Burke, 36,
Niceville, 

homemaker

Steve Guy, 34,
Niceville, 
military

James Edwards, 51,
Niceville, 
disabled

“More security measures
such as metal detectors,

and pat-downs of
suspicious people, such as
someone wearing a trench

coat in warm weather.”

“Better scrutiny of
people coming to the

United States.”

No Bugs, A Cool Breeze
and A Clear View

Clear View Retractable Screens™ offer the most
esthetic and practical window and door screening
solutions that provide natural ventilation while
maintaining an insect-free environment for the home. 

Visit our website for more info: 
www.gulfviewsliders.com

Contact GVS today for a
no-obligation, in-home quote.
850-678-7080

Enjoy cool, refreshing, and insect-free breezes by
opening your doors and windows with a Clear
View Retractable Screen™ door or window system. 

“Finally, a screen 
that will last...” 

Mention
this ad and
RECEIVE A

DISCOUNT!

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992



Rocky Bayou Country Club in
Niceville is the only member-
owned private country club in the
area.  Founded in 1972, Rocky
Bayou remains a fixture in
Northwest Florida golf.

The 18-hole Championship
course is nestled among several
lakes and sets itself apart with
varying terrain and elevation
changes seldom seen in Florida.  It
is one of the most well maintained
courses within a dayʼs drive. The
course is forgiving off the tee, and
while the housing development
surrounds the course, homes are
far enough away that they rarely
come into play.  The undulating
greens are impressive and add
depth and challenge to your round.
Whether you are an ace or a begin-
ner, young or old, you are sure to
enjoy your round at Rocky Bayou
Country Club. 

Tee time availability and pace of
play are excellent at Rocky Bayou.
Dues and fees are very reason-
able, with many different member-
ship categories to suit just about
anyone.  Most memberships
include the entire family, so Rocky
Bayou is a great place to enjoy
time with your children.  There is
also a single membership option

and a limited golf option for those
who can only get out once a week.
All memberships now include
range balls, and their practice facil-
ity has been recently updated to
include a pitching area and a sec-
ond practice bunker.  A newly
formed Menʼs Golf Association,
Ladies Golf Night and the
Corporate Challenge Golf League
are creating a quite a buzz of activ-
ity at the club.

If golf is not your game, there
are plenty of other activities always
going on at Rocky Bayou.
Regularly scheduled dinners and
parties, happy hours, bridge
groups, a swimming pool and even
lake fishing are some of the many
activities on the Rocky Bayou cal-
endar.  With their current member-
ship options, there has never been
a better time to join Rocky Bayou
Country Club.

If you have ever considered
membership at Rocky Bayou
Country Club, now is the time to try
it out.  For course and club photos
and other information visit
www.rockybayoucc.com.  For
membership information, a $30
trial round of golf, or a club tour,
contact Club Manager and PGA
Professional Andy Potter at (850)
678-3270 x4 or apotter@rockybay-
oucc.com.  

Advertising Feature

Rocky Bayou Country Clubʼs goal is the satisfaction of our members.
Tee time availability and pace of play are excellent.  Dues and fees are
reasonable.  Most memberships include the entire family so it is a great
place to get your children playing this wonderful game.

Rocky Bayouʼs golf course is one of the best in the area.  We have enough water hazards to keep it real interesting,
lots of hills (yes, you really can get an uneven lie in Florida), and one of the best maintained courses anywhere
within a dayʼs ride.

• Guaranteed for 25 years!
• Rhino Shield will never flake, chip or peel.
• Perfect for wood, brick, block,

stucco, & cement fiber board.
• Seals and protects.
• Wood repair and prep work included.
• Financing available!

(850) 424-6829

Never PAINT
Your Home Again!

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!

www.RhinoShieldFlorida.com

Itʼs not paint

*With approved credit through EnerBank USA

$575 OFF-OR-
6 Months Same as Cash

389-4611
Lic. # CAC058469*not to be combined with any other offer

(normally $99)

For more information and a trial round, contact
Andy Potter, Club Manager and PGA Professional

850-678-3270 x4, apotter@rockybayoucc.com.
Visit our website at www.rockybayoucc.com.

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES
-NEWBORN TO ADULT

EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

• Internal Medicine
• Pediatrics
• Preventive Care
• Sport/school Physicals
• Immunizations

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

Most Insurances Accepted

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies
- NOW OFFERING -

• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 
www.BluewaterBayDentist.com

Merchantʼs Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 04/30/13

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

SPECIALISTS IN MEMORY CARE

2300 North Partin Drive, Niceville, FL 32578

SUPERIOR
RESIDENCES
of Niceville

Do you know someone dealing with
Alzheimer’s or Dementia?

We can help!

Call today to schedule a visit with
our Senior Solutions Director!

(850) 897-2244

Assisted Living
Respite Stays
Day Stays
24 Hour Nurses On-Site

Assisted Living # AL11712

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us) •  678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

HOURS: 10:45 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
10:45 a.m. - 9:30 Fri. •  11:30 a.m. - 9:30 Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS
4:30 - 6:00 Every Day
NEWLY RENOVATED

LOUNGE &
ENCLOSED PATIO BAR
with Live Music Fri. & Sat. Nights

HAPPY HOUR:
3:00 - 6:00 •  Mon.-Sat.

SERVING
LUNCH & DINNER

INDOOR &
OUTDOOR

SEATING

and GENERAL REPAIR
Brakes • Water Pumps

Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks
We Now Have General Motors
FACTORY SCAN TOOL

for Dealer Diagnostic

Zen master, guard dog,
& welcoming committee

“TONY”

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts
• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service

(850)729-6629

Beauty Careers Training Center

“OUR REPUTATION IS TRAINING QUALITY
BEAUTY PRACTITIONERS WHO LEARN

THE MOST MODERN TECHNIQUES.”

ENROLL TODAY!  678-5176

START TRAINING NOW
for a career in cosmetology

www.beautyschoolsokaloosa.com
864 W. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville

Tu.-Fr. 9:30a.m.-3p.m. • Sat. 8:30a.m.-3p.m.

BEAUTY SERVICES AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC
Hair Care for Women, Men & Children

Cuts, Color, Highlights & More
Facials • Manicures & Pedicures • Facial Waxing

Hair Styling
High & Low Lights
Shades • Hair Color

Perms • Brazilian Keratin
Fusion-Straightener

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Call Today!
678-1977

Salon Services

Waxing | Nails | Facials | Massage

HAIR SERVICES
Walk-Ins welcomed

Call for your
appointment today

850-279-6601

Monday-Friday 9-7  |  Saturday 9-4

4591 Hwy. 20 E. Suite 205 | Niceville
In the upper level of Bluewater Fitness Center

www.cuttingroomsalonandspa.com
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418 Government Ave
Hwy 85 in Valparaiso, FL 279-6999

FULL Tree Service *MULCH*

Applying a 2” - 4” layer of MULCH:
Helps prevent germination -- reduces the need for weeding!
Retains moisture in the ground --- reduces watering needs!
Most importantly...makes your flower beds LOOK GOOD!

Now is a great time to mulch your yard!

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN ALL AROUND THE TOWN ALL AROUND THE TOWN 
Rocky Bayou Country Club

A private country club for Northwest Florida's Emerald Coast

highway in 2011 that the extra
left-turn lane was no longer need-
ed.

The changes were part of a
plan to speed up stoplight cycles
at the intersection by allowing
left-turning traffic from north
White Point and south White
Point to proceed simultaneously.
The vast majority of vehicles

come from the south, however,
and an outcry by drivers ensued.

The change, designed to
make the intersection more effi-
cient, wound up causing confu-
sion, Autrey said.

In the end, safety concerns
persuaded the traffic engineer to
change his mind.  The intersec-
tion was repainted April 11
according to its previous layout.

"Driving habits are very diffi-
cult to alter," Autrey said last

week.  "Ultimately, the change
in the traffic pattern was not
being adapted to." 

"This change could have
increased the efficiency of the
intersection," Autrey said.  "But
we don't want to try to achieve
that at the risk of decreasing
driver safety." 

Autrey said negative public
reaction was a factor in drop-
ping the changes.  He said the
Okaloosa County Public Works

office received more public
complaints from this traffic
change than any other he has
seen.  

Autrey said the plan for now
is to keep the intersection as a
"split-phase" intersection, or
one in which left-turning traffic
on either side of a roadway must
wait for the other to turn. 

However, he said the county
will continue to monitor the
intersection.

"We'll keep looking at it,"
Autrey said.  "If another method
to increase the efficiency of the
intersection comes up, we'll
look into it." 

Jimmie Breslin, a Bluewater
Bay resident who spoke out
against the initial traffic change,
is glad the intersection has
reverted to its former configura-
tion. 

"I congratulate the county
engineers on using common

sense," Breslin said.  
The Mid-Bay Bridge

Authority (MBBA) paid for the
restriping on White Point Road
done as part of the initial traffic
change.  Autrey said the MBBA
will not be billed for the rever-
sion back to the original strip-
ing.   Cathy Demoreski of the
MBBA said the county likely
will not reimburse the MBBA
for the payments on the work
which has since been undone.  

LANE
From page A-1
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Afterwards the teachers were all smiles.  From the left is Amanda Moore, Kim Radford, Pat Martin
and Lisa Nall.

First time jumpers were safely harnessed to seasoned professionals from Emerald Coast Skydiving
Center in Alberta.  Above,  Pat Martin experiences the wind in her hair with her jump instructer.

Lisa Nall bravely gives the
thumbs up before she plum-
mets.

GULF COAST DENTAL
Steven G. Robinette, DDS

www.gulfcoastdental.com   •       Like us on Facebook
4566 Hwy 20 East Ste 108, Niceville, FL 32578

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED
Charles Henriott   Owner & Optician

850-678-6211  •  850-678-0099

...let my Paw Paw, Mema
and Mommy help you pick
out a new pair of glasses—
then have my Uncle David
make them for you!
Costa del Mar,
Maui Jim, Serengeti,
Bollé, Versace,
Dolce & Gabbana,
Prada, Ray Ban,
Fendi, Kaenon

FRAMES
starting at
$20 & UP

1187 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

Dr. Amanda Brenci, O.D.
Board Certified Optometrist

Call today!

(850) 678-8876
“Where there is no vision, the people perish”

–Proverbs 29:18

It is important to take good care of your
eyes to keep them as healthy as possible.

Remember to have regular eye exams.

SHOP LOCALLY
and SAVE MONEY

Come see us!

earCare
TM

ASSOCIATES, INC
NICEVILLE

HEARING CENTER
Certified Lyric Hearing Professionals

NICEVILLE HEARING CENTER, INC.
1001 College Blvd., W., Bldg.2

Twin Cities Medical Plaza
Niceville, FL 32578

Call to make an appointment today!
850-678-3277 (Daily Wear)

850-678-3211 (Lyric™ Extended Wear)
www.NicevilleHearingCenter.com

www.LyricHearing.com
Grant@EarCareAssociates.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm

Grant lives and works in the Niceville/ValP area and is Florida & Louisiana State Licensed
in Hearing Instrument Sciences.  A graduate of the American Council of Audio Prosthology
and the recent recipient of the "Best Of The Best" Hearing Healthcare Professionals for
the past two years by The Hearing Review Journal.  Grant is Certified to fit the Lyric™
Extended Wear hearing devices.  Grant is very active in his community with Chamber of
Commerce functions and a Life Time Member of the world-wide community service
organization-Kiwanis International.

We are a locally owned independent (not a franchise) full-service hearing healthcare company.
We sell and service most major brands of hearing aids. Most insurances accepted.  HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm

Located next door to Dr. Pat Tidwell's Family Practice office in the Twin Cities Medical Plaza on the campus of the Twin Cities Hospital

Dr. Richard C. Rebeck, Ph.D., HAS, BC-HIS - Nationally Board Certified in Hearing Instrument Sciences, Office Staff (left to right): LaNika Lindsey,
Office Manager, LauraNan Wheat, Director of Outreach, WreaFaye Nieft-Paris, Chamber Ambassador Niceville/Valparaiso, Raye Norell, Chamber
Ambassador Crestview/Walton County, Doris Arrington-Holloway, Chamber Ambassador Ft. Walton Beach, Grant Williams, Chamber Ambassador
Destin, C. Howard Foote, MBA, BSAE, HAS, Masters in Business Administration, Retired Aeronautical Engineer & Hearing Aid specialist

Office Staff                     Richard Howard

PROUD PHONAK PROVIDER

Teachers take leap of faith for technology
Ruckel teachers fundraise for ipads
By Angela Yuriko Smith
Beacon Staff Writer

Teachers at Ruckel Middle
School recently proved they are
willing to do almost anything to
give their students the tools they
need, even jump out of a plane.

On April 13, four teachers at
Ruckel did exactly that.  Lisa
Nall, Amanda Moore, Pat
Martin and Kim Radford took to
the skies to raise money for pur-
chasing iPads for student use.

Much of FCAT testing is
now required to be done on
computer, according to the
Okaloosa County School web-
site, with paper tests only avail-
able to students with disabilities.
For schools with limited access
to computers this creates diffi-
culties.  That was the inspiration
behind Jump For Technology.

For Nall, Moore and Martin
this was their first time skydiv-
ing.  Radford, a seasoned
jumper with more than 900
experiences under her harness,
took the others under her wing
and arranged much of the trip
details.  The skydiving jumps
took place at the Emerald Coast
Skydiving Center in Alberta.

Katie Sause, a recent skydiv-
ing enthusiast herself, helped
out with the project as well,
including going to Alberta to
give support.  She has been one
of the driving forces behind
raising money for the iPads.

At present, Ruckel has one
set of iPads for student use.
That consists of 32 iPads, the
covers to keep them from being
damaged and the cart to store
them all on.  The cost for that
set was nearly $16,000 and was
generously donated by the
Ruckel PTO.  

Members of the community

wishing to donate may drop off
a check made out to Ruckel
Middle School.  Please note that
it is for the Jump for
Technology fundraiser. 

The first time the new tech-
nology cart visited a classroom
there was complete silence as
the students were absorbed in
their tasks.  “You could have
heard a pin drop.” Sause said.

Due to insurance issues, the
Jump for Technology fundraiser
is being overseen by the teach-
ers involved as individuals in
support of Ruckel.  The money
is being raised as students pay a
small fee to guess which of their
teachers were brave enough to
jump out of an airplane.
Students who guess correctly
win special privileges such as
VIP seating during the May 2
pep rally and permission to wear
hats in school.

Technology is especially
important for Ruckel Middle
School students.  Ruckel offers
the Information Technology pro-
gram for the CHOICE program
here in Okaloosa county.

“Ruckel is one of the most suc-
cessful middle school CHOICE
programs in our district.”  Says
April Branscome, the District
IT Specialist, “The love of tech-
nology and the CHOICE pro-
gram that the students have for
this is apparent by the number
of students who have signed up
for IT classes next year—524
students, which is approximate-
ly half of their student popula-
tion.”

The money raised by the
Jump for Technology teachers is
sure to go to good use.  Until
the fundraiser is completed the
teachers aren’t sure how finan-
cially close to their next goal,
another set of iPads, they are.
What they can be sure of is that
their fundraising attempt has
been a positive and exciting
experience for an important
cause, their students.  

The students have reacted
with enthusiasm to both the
fundraiser and the access to new
technology.  “They’re ready for
it.” Sause said.  “Now we just
need the infrastructure.”
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Altar’d State  |  Billabong  |  Brooks Brothers Country Club  |  Cantina Laredo Gourmet Mexican Restaurant  |  Chico’s
Coco’s by M. Cline  |  Donna Burgess Gallery  |  Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar  |  J.Crew-at-the-beach  |  L’OCCITANE  
Mitchell’s Fish Market  |  The Orvis Company  |  P.F. Chang’s China Bistro  |  Tommy Bahama’s Restaurant, Bar & Store
Travinia Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar (Opening Summer 2013)  |  The Wine Bar  |  Wine World   |  And More

OVER 30 STORES AND RESTAURANTS INCLUDING:

grandboulevard.com
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Travinia Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar (Opening Summer 2013)  
|Mitchell’s Fish Market  

  Donna Burgess Gallery  |Coco’s by M. Cline  
  Billabong  |Altar’d State  
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Travinia Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar (Opening Summer 2013)  
  P.F. Chang’s China Bistro  |  The Orvis Company  

  Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar  |  Donna Burgess Gallery  
  Brooks Brothers Country Club  |  Billabong  
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  Wine World   |  The Wine Bar  |Travinia Italian Kitchen & Wine Bar (Opening Summer 2013)  
  Tommy Bahama’s Restaurant, Bar & Store|  P.F. Chang’s China Bistro  

  J.Crew-at-the-beach  |  Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar  
  Cantina Laredo Gourmet Mexican Restaurant  |  Brooks Brothers Country Club  

 

  

  

    
 

 

 

  And More|  Wine World   
  Tommy Bahama’s Restaurant, Bar & Store

  L’OCCITANE |  J.Crew-at-the-beach  
  Chico’s|  Cantina Laredo Gourmet Mexican Restaurant  

 

  

  

    
 

 

 

 

  

  

    
 

 

 

 

  

  

    
 

 

 

Traveling Eagles finish first
The 10U Niceville Traveling Eagles finished 1st in the 9th Annual “Grand Slam Spring Breaking at
the Beach Baseball Bash” Tournament April 6-7 at Frank Brown Park, Panama City Beach.  This
was their 2nd tournament championship and have improved their overall record to 13-2 this sea-
son. Top row, left to right is Eric Topel and Manager Gerry McDermott Second row, Kaden Geisler,
Trey Wainwright, Jay Marquardt, Cade Johnston and Nathan Tiller.  Bottom row, Brady Koger,
Keagen Norman, Hayden Hubbard, Brenley Laird, Jaxon Topel, Dominic Mahoney

NHS ROTC march in Doolittle parade
The Niceville High School AFJROTC cadets were included in the parade Saturday, April 20 to cel-
ebrate the 71st Doolittle Raiders Reunion.  ROTC members from honor flight carried  the NHS ban-
ner. Pictured here are members from the saber team. The parade route ran down Eglin Parkway in
Fort Walton Beach.

Beach safety
with Buddy
Okaloosa County Beach Safety
recently visited Lewis School and
presented the physical education
classes with a fun and interactive
beach safety program.  With the help
of Buddy, the organization reminded
students how to stay safe at the
beach and in the gulf waters.
Pictured here are Mrs. Harrison’s 6th
graders with Buddy the dolphin and
Senior Lifeguard James Stultz.
                                                                 

Busy month for NHS track
The NHS track and field ath-

letes deserve a break after partic-
ipating in three meets back to
back.  The meets were held April
4 in Gulf Breeze, April 6 in
Mobile and April 8 in Fort
Walton Beach.  

With the district and region
meets quickly approaching later
in the month in addition to the
state meet on May 3, these stu-
dent athletes have little time to
rest and continue their training. 

The team competed against
17 schools from throughout the
Panhandle at the Andrew’s
Invitational during the first meet,
over 100 schools at the Mobile
Challenge of Champions at the
second meet, and four Okaloosa
schools at the third meet. which
was also the County
Championships.   

At Andrew’s Invitational Gulf
Breeze, Aubrey West placed 1st
in the long jump and 2nd place in
the 100 meter dash.  Sophia
Bergmann took 3rd place at dis-
cus; Marsel Mosley took 1st
place in the 800 meter run. The
girls 4x800 meter relay team
consisting of Anderson, Mosley,
Haggerman and ASerpa took 1st
place.  Thomas Howell took 1st
place with the 1600 meter run
and Nick Morken took 1st place
in the 800 meter run.

At the Challenge of

Champions in Mobile the girls
4x800 meter relay team consist-
ing of Anderson, Mosley,
Haggerman and Serpa took 3rd
place.  Thomas Howell took 2nd
place in the 3200 meter run. Nick
Morken took 2nd place in
the1600 meter run and the boys
4x800 meter relay team consist-
ing of Davis, Massey, Morken
and Howell took 3rd  place.

At the Okaloosa County
Championships Aubrey West
took 3rd place in the 100 meter
dash, 2nd place 200 meter dash,
and 1st place in the long jump.
Sophia Bergmann took 2nd place
in the shot put and 1st place in
the discus.  Marsel Mosley took
1st place in the 800 meter run.
Nickie Anderson took 1st place
in the 400 meter dash.  Katelyn
Friesen took 2nd place in the 400
meter dash.  Drew Haggerman
took 3rd place in the 800 meter
run.  Hannah Schroeder took 3rd
place in the 100 meter hurdles,
3rd place in the 300 meter hur-

dles and 2nd place in the triple
jump. Courtney Testa took 1st
place 300 in the meter hurdles.
Sarah Trautman took 3rd place in
the high jump and the girls
4x400 meter relay team consist-
ing of Schroeder, West, Hunter,
and Richardson  took 1st place.
The girls 4x800 meter relay team
consisting of Anderson, Mosley,
Haggerman and Serpa took 2nd
place. Thomas Howell took 2nd
place in the 1600 meter run. Nick
Morken took 1st place in the 800
meter run.  Jack Massey took 3rd
place in the 800 meter run. Paris
Alexander took 2nd place in the
400 meter dash. Bandon Mosley
took 1st place in the high jump.
Aaron McDuffie took 2nd place
in the pole vault. Arthur Shields
took 2nd place in the triple jump.
Brent Johnson took 3rd place in
the triple jump. Tyree McCants
took 2nd place in the shot put.
Garrett Olds took 1st place in the
discus.  The boys 4x800 meter
relay team consisting of Davis,
Massey, Morken and Howell
took 2nd  place.  The boys 4x400
meter relay team of Mosley,
Bobbitt, Alexander and DeBonis
took 3rd place.

There will be a month off
from structured training at the
end of the track and field season
in May.  Cross country training
begins again in June.



ADSO juried exhibition
The Arts and Design Society of

Fort Walton Beach will host its 21st
regional juried exhibition April 21-
May 31 in the McIlroy Gallery, Mattie
Kelly Arts Center, Northwest Florida
State College, Niceville. The 2012
winner, Pat Kumicich, will be honored
with a solo exhibition of her fiber
works in the Holzhauer Gallery. The
free awards reception will take place
April 21, 2 p.m., at the Mattie Kelly
Arts Center Galleries, open Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Contact 729-
6044 or
www.mattiekellyartscenter.org.

High school drama
The Niceville High School Drama

Department will be presenting
“Promedy” and “The Best Show
Never Seen”, the first of two spring-
time productions at the
Niceville Auditorium on
Friday, April 26 and
Saturday, April 27.  All
shows begin at 7 p.m..  Tickets are $5
at the door and may also be purchased
prior to the performance through the
Niceville High School Drama
Director, Charlie Williams, at 217-
8101.  Come join us for an evening of
diverse entertainment!

Shaping generation Y
United for a Good Cause is hold-

ing a leadership conference for area
high school students on Saturday,
April 27 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Keynote speaker will be Edward L.
Hubbard, author and survivor of 6 ½
years of captivity during the Vietnam
conflict.

Tuition is $10 and covers lunch
and materials.  Prizes will be given.
Rhoda and Weck will be performing.
Please call David Triana at 368-3505
for more information.

Toss your pills safely
On Saturday, April 27, the

Okaloosa County Sheriffs’ Office and
the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) are giving the public its sixth
opportunity in three years to prevent
pill abuse and theft by ridding their
homes of potentially dangerous
expired, unused, and unwanted pre-
scription drugs. Bring your medica-
tions for disposal to any of the four
area Wal-mart stores between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Uniformed Deputies will
be present with collection points locat-
ed at Wal-mart stores in Crestview,
Destin, Fort Walton Beach, and
Niceville. The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked.

Choctawhatchee festival
The 6th Annual Choctawhatchee

Estuary Family Festival will take
place April 27, 11 a.m.-4
p.m., at Fred
Gannon/Rocky Bayou
State Park, Niceville. The

Audubon Society will sponsor a booth
offering educational games and
demonstrations with small prizes for
the kids. Chapter members who want
to volunteer contact Walt at 582-7064.

Free math help
Rocky Bayou Christian

Academy’s Mu Alpha Theta Club will
offer free math tutoring from 8:30 am
until 12:30 on Saturday, April 27th, at
Rocky Bayou Christian School  (Rm
802 in the modular by the soccer
fields). Tutoring in basic math through
AP Calculus will be available.  This
free service will be open to students
from any of the local area schools or
colleges. Please call Carla Alldredge
at 279-3755 if you would like to
reserve a tutor.  Walk-ins are welcome.
Bring your textbook, and any old tests
and quizzes that you need help on.

Jazz performance
The Baptist College of Florida

Jazz Ensemble will perform at a
spring concert Sunday, April 28, 6:45
p.m. at First Baptist
Church of Niceville. This
group performs both in
schools and churches all
over the area, and frequently travels

representing the college throughout
the south eastern United States. Please
attend for a night of wonderful music.

H.E.A.R.T brunch benefit
Enjoy mimosas and brunch at

Hibiscus Coffee & Guesthouse, 85
Defuniak St., Santa Rosa Beach, in
their Backyard of Love, on April 28th
from 11-2 p.m.  Mimosas will be
served for donations and live music
will be provided by Drew Tilman.
There will be animals on hand hoping
to be adopted.  Do a good deed while
enjoying brunch.  Proceeds go to sup-
port H.E.A.R.T. Animal Rescue in
Niceville.  To donate directly or find
out more information please visit
heartanimalrescue.com

NWFSC recital
The Performing Arts Division

Honors recital will showcase the most
successful Northwest Florida State
College student performances of the
semester in a free, public recital April
29, 3 p.m., in the Tyler Recital Hall, at
the Mattie Kelly Arts Center,
Niceville. Participants  will be voted
on by NWFSC fine arts faculty. 

NWFSC choir and jazz concert
The Northwest Florida State

College Soundsations Showchoir and
Jazz Ensemble presents an end-of-
year concert April 29, 7:30 p.m., in the
mainstage theater of the Mattie Kelly
Arts Center, NWFSC, Niceville.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for
youths 18 and younger. NWFSC stu-
dents may obtain one free admission
per ID, in person from the box office.
Purchase tickets at 729-6000 or
www.mattiekellyartscenter.org. 

K-12 art exhibit
The Okaloosa County School

District and the Mattie Kelly Arts
Foundation will present
the 2013 Okaloosa County
K-12 Student Art Show on
May 1-2, at the C.H.
“Bull” Rigdon Fairgrounds (aka
Northwest Florida Fairgrounds) in
Fort Walton Beach.  This annual event
exhibits over 3,000 pieces of student
artwork from over 20 elementary and
17 middle and high schools.
Admission is free and exhibit hours
are from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on May 1
and 2.

A reception will be held on
Thursday evening, May 2, 6-7 p.m.
Best of Show awards will be presented
to middle school and high schools
artists for 2-D and 3-D works.  For
more information, please contact the
Okaloosa County School District at
833-3100 or the Mattie Kelly Arts
Foundation at 650-2226. 

Sharpen business skills
UWF Small Business

Development Center is offering the
following workshops in May:

Starting a Business on Thursday
May 2 from 1-4 p.m. at NWF?UWF
FWB Campus, Bldg. 1 in room 156,
FWB.  $35 fee.

Financial Statements You Can
Read/Brown Bag Lunch on Friday
May 10 from 12-1 p.m. at SBDC
FWB Office, 922 Mar Walt Drive
Suite 203.  Free

How to Write a Business Plan on
Thursday May 16 from 1-4 p.m. at

NWF/UWF FWB Campus, Bldg. 1,
Room 156, FWB.  $40 fee

For additional workshops and pro-
gram information, visit their website
at: www.sbdc.uwf.edu. To pre-regis-
ter call 833-9400.

Movie Day grand finale
The Valparaiso Community

Library would like to invite friends
and family to the last Early Release
Movie Day of the school year on
Thursday, May 2nd. There will be a
double feature with Iron Man at 12:30
p.m. and Iron Man 2 at 3:00 p.m. For
more information call 729-5406 or
email eruff@valp.org.

Museum education program
The Heritage Museum of

Northwest Florida will host “Home
School Fridays and Hands on History
Saturdays” education program May 3
and 4, 10 a.m.-noon, on “No TV?
What will we do,” at the museum, 115
Westview Ave., Valparaiso.

The program is for grades K-6 and
for home school families on Friday
and for families of the general public
on Saturday. The cost is $7 per child,
or $5 for museum family members.
Space is limited and pre-registration is
required.  Contact 678-2615.

Life Drawing Session
The Arts and Design  Society

offers a Life Drawing session on
Saturday, May 4, from 9 a.m.-noon.
There will be no instructor, but the

session provides students the opportu-
nity to draw from a live model. Cost,
including model fee is $10 for ADSO

members; $12 for non-
members, based on a min-
imum of 10 participants.
Payment in advance.

Students should register by calling
244-1271 Tuesday-Friday 12 noon-4
pm. The Art Center is located at 17
First Street, SE, Fort Walton Beach.

Womanʼs bargain bonanza
Join Okaloosa-Walton Child Care

Services for a weekend of bargain
shopping at the Women’s Semi-
Annual $2 Resale Clothing Event in
Ft. Walton Beach at the Paradise Point
Shopping Center, on the corner of
Ferry Avenue and Miracle Strip
Parkway.

4800 square feet of brand-named
fashions donated by:

Encore Consignment Boutique
The Closet Swap
Twice is Nice
Fashion Exchange Consignment

Boutique
Design, Consign, Revolve

Friday, May 3 from 3-7 p.m.
$10.00 entrance fee 

Saturday, May 4 from 9-6 p.m.
$5.00 entrance fee

Sunday, May 5 from 1-5 p.m. free
entrance 

Cash only, no refunds, no men  or
children.  100% of proceeds benefit
children and families of Okaloosa and
Walton counties.

Mac meeting
The May meeting of the Mac

Users Group will be held on Monday,
May 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the NWF State
College Student Services Building —
Room 132.

Warren Schilling will explain how
you can use your Mac to borrow an
eBook from the Okaloosa County
Library System.  In addition, Hilma
Jenus will be sharing information
from the genealogical programs she
uses.

Attendees will be given an oppor-
tunity to share information and/or ask
questions about their computer,
iPhone or iPad. 

There are no fees nor is a reserva-
tion required.  For more information,
visit www.FWBMug.com or contact
Jean Dutton at jeancdutton@mac.com
or 862-3327.

Womanʼs wall of honor
The Okaloosa County

Commission on the Status of Women
(OCCSW) invites the public to attend
a ceremony and reception recognizing
the 2013 honorees for the Wall of
Honor.  Each year, the OCCSW holds
a ceremony to honor these special
women who have contributed to the
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Spring clean your medicine cabinet
Saturday, April 27, the Okaloosa County Sheriffsʼ Office and
the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) are giving the
public an opportunity to turn in unwanted prescription drugs.
Bring your medications for disposal to any of the four area
Wal-mart stores between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  Deputies will be
present with collection points located at Wal-mart stores in
Crestview, Destin, Fort Walton Beach, and Niceville. The serv-
ice is free and anonymous, no questions asked.

Please see CALENDAR, page B-5

Our Speciality
Diamond Works inc.

Mike Tarbuck
Jeweler ~ Owner

WWW.DIAMONDWORKSJEWELRY.COM
850-244-5252 | PARK PLACE PLAZA

323 PAGE BACON RD. •  MARY ESTHER

New Store Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm
Sat. 10am-3pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

Jewelry
Repair

Custom
Design

CLIMATE CONTROL SPECIAL
Receive 1/2 OFF

First Month OR ONE

Month FREE!

1466 Cedar St., Niceville

Affordable
Climate Control
Mini Storage

Rental Available
*Storage Supplies/Boxes

Call for Details
(850) 897-3314 $8800

SPECIAL
(NON-CLIMATE)

The Bay Beacon and Beacon Express, incorporating the Bluewater Breeze, is
published every Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises Inc. Free total-market home

delivery to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-Walton
County from Villa Tasso to Basin Bayou, including Choctaw Beach. Subscriptions:  

One year, mail, $104. One year, electronic subscription, $52.

Nicevilleʼs Newspaper

The Bay Beacon & Beacon Express
1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Florida 32578

(850) 678-1080 • Fax 1-888-520-9323
info@baybeacon.com

WILSON MINGER AGENCY, INC. Niceville’s #1 Real Estate Office

BUYING
or SELLING?
Call Dana

850-218-4511

U P S C A L E  R E S A L E  F O R  M E N  A N D  W O M E N

Find Your Fashion850.897.1083
777 john sims pkwy e. > niceville > across from NHS

Niceville
INSURANCE AGENCY
www.nicevilleinsurance.com

Protecting Your Business...
Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow.

You can count on us.
Safe. Sound. Secure®.



CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
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IMMANUEL ANGLICAN CHURCH
Sunday Morning Services
9 a.m. Traditional Spirit-filled Worship with Holy Communion

Nursery, ages 6 wks.-2yrs.; Sunday School, ages 2-7
11:01 a.m. Walk In…Worship
(Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion)

Nursery & Sunday School provided
Immanuel Anglican Youth
Wednesday Nights 6:30-8p.m. @ The Shed

Hang out; engage; worship; grow
www.iacdestin.org   “Pointing The Way To Jesus”

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin | Church Office: 850-837-6324

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
and PRESCHOOL, ELCA

Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. Liturgical, 10:30 a.m. Praise
Sunday School for all ages: 9:30 a.m.
Nursery provided.

St. Paul Preschool now enrolling for Fall 2013.

1407 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville        Phone: 850-678-1298      
www.stpaulniceville.com

First  Baptis t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm

Good deed
clean up
David Pearce and his family
appreciate yard help
Wednesday, April 17, from the
youth at their church, Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints in Niceville.  David,
right, has been diagnosed
with cancer.

Local students go Phi Kappa Phi
Six local students were grant-

ed an achievement for being
inducted into Phi Kappa Phi at
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi.  Founded in 1897, Phi
Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest
and most selective collegiate

honor society for all academic
disciplines.  The students are
Lauren Berard, Ben Smith,
Tracey Vause, Sarah Snyder and
Stephanie Dooley of Niceville
and  Mary Cazenavette of Santa
Rosa Beach.

Air Force Airman 1st Class
Daniel R. Walley graduated
from basic military training at
Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman is a 2007 gradu-
ate of Niceville High School.
He earned a bachelor’s degree
in 2011 from Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge, La.
Walley earned distinction as an
honor graduate.  He is the son
of Emma and Richard Walley
of Bermuda Way, Niceville.

In Service

Whos’ News

Airman 1st Class 
Daniel R. Walley

Gail Waller

The Emerald Coast Chapter of
the American Business Women’s
Association (ABWA) is proud to
announce Gail Waller of Edward
Jones as the 2013 Woman of the
Year.  Gail, a Niceville resident,
was recognized for her hard work
and dedication to the Emerald
Coast Chapter of ABWA and the
national association.

The inaugural meeting of the
Niceville-Valparaiso Emerald
Coast Professionals had a suc-
cessful start April 4.  

Twenty members attended,
including one of ECP’s found-
ing fathers, Don Holloway.
Adrienne Larson and Deborah
Mobley, both Jobs Plus person-
nel, were also in attendance.

The topic of the afternoon was
“Keys to a Federal Resume”
presented by ECP facilitator
David Thomas.  Veterans and
former DoD employees were on

hand to provide insight and
information regarding the
Federal employment selection
process.  

Members were encouraged to
network at the meeting conclu-
sion.  Meetings are held every
second and fourth Thursday at
the Niceville Valparaiso
Chamber of Commerce, 1055 E
John Sims Pkwy.  

For more information contact
David Thomas at dthomas@job-
splus02.com or Sara Karnowski
at skarnowski@jobsplus02.com

Professionals network

Above, Sara Karnowski – ECP Facilitator speaks with Matthew
Samuolis, one of the members of Emerald Coast Professionals.
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well-being of children, families and
the citizens of our community.  This
year, the ceremony to honor the nom-
inees will be held at 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, May 7, in the Auditorium at
the University of West Florida,
Emerald Coast Campus, in Fort
Walton Beach.  The honorees’ names
are placed on a plaque located in the
library at the Emerald Coast campus
of the University of West Florida with
a nearby book containing a biographi-
cal page for each woman.  Individuals
who would like to attend the ceremo-
ny and reception should RSVP to
Valerie McLaughlin at 833-7587 ext.
205 or woh@occsw.org

Fiber rush weaving class
Join the Heritage Museum of

Northwest Florida for a fiber rush
weave class Tuesday, May 7, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., at 115 Westview Ave.,

Valparaiso.  Students will learn fiber
rush weave and make their own foot
stool for $55 or $50 for museum
members. Register early at 678-2615
and stain or paint your stool to match
your home décor.

Yard sale benefit
Collegiate High School at

NWFSC is hosting a yard sale/bazaar
on May 11 at the Twin Cities Pavilion
Assisted Living Facility
from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. We
will also be taking dona-
tions for Hugs for Heroes
as well as a Canned Food Drive. 

For more information call or email
Brianna Cupp at cuppb@nwfsc.edu or
678 - 7312. 

Ballet auditions
The Northwest Florida Ballet

(NFB) is holding auditions for talent-
ed students seeking intensive pre-pro-
fessional training in dance and per-
formance on Saturday, May 11th. 

Dancers wishing to audition for

the Trainee Program must have three
years of formal training and must be
10–13 years of age or a current NFB
Académie fifth grader to audition for
Trainee. Trainees will audition on
May 11th from 9-10:30 a.m.  

Dancers wishing to audition for
the NFB Company and Pre-
Professional Program must be at least
13 years of age and have at least 6
years of formal training, including 2
years of Pointe experience.  Company
and Pre-Professional auditions will be
May 11th from 10:30 a.m.–12 p.m.
There is a dress code.

Auditions will be held at the NFB
studios at 310 Perry Ave. SE, Fort
Walton Beach.  There is an audition
fee of $20. Please arrive 30 minutes
early to register. Call Rhonda Starnes
for more information at 664-7787 or
visit nfballet.org.

Raider Run
The 7th Annual Michele Hill

Raider Run 5K Run/Walk, Free Kids

Fun Run, and Family Celebration is
scheduled for 07:30 a.m. May 11 at
Navarre Youth Sports Association.
The proceeds from the Michele Hill
Raider Run are used to award scholar-
ships to high school seniors from
Escambia, Okaloosa and Santa Rosa
County.  Prize giveaway, meal, and
awards will take place in the air condi-
tioned NYSA gym. 

Cost is $20 prior to
May 1 and $25 until Race
Day.  The kids run is free.
Students, NWFTC, PRA,

and Active or Retired Military receive
additional discounts.  

For more information call Joe Hill
at 582-2946 or e-mail  mhillraider-
run@bellsouth.net.  Register on line at
http://www.active.com/running/navarr
e - f l /miche le -h i l l - r a ide r- run-
2013?cmp=1745 

Billy Bowlegs poker run
The 20th annual ABWA Billy

Bowlegs Boat Poker Run is scheduled

for Saturday May 11. This event is
sponsored by the Emerald Coast
Chapter of the American Business
Women’s Association (ABWA) and
is their annual scholarship fundrais-
er.  Participants   cruise to several
local ports with a goal of obtaining
the best poker hand out of all partic-
ipants.  The Poker Run is not limited
to just boats, motorcycles and cars
are also welcome.  Participants will
have the opportunity to win great
prizes with the top three poker hands
winning valuable prize packages.
Everyone will have the opportunity
to enjoy the casino room at 2 p.m. at
Shalimar Yacht Basin followed by a
party at 3 p.m. where local restau-
rants provide their food specialties
for the all to enjoy. For more infor-
mation about how to participate in
the ABWA Billy Bowlegs Boat
Poker Run, contact Shareen
Ketchem at 863-9082. 

If you would like more informa-
tion about being a sponsor or donat-

ing food, please call Jeanne Rief at
685-8027. You can also visit the
website www.abwa-ecc.org. A spon-
sor form and the participant form are
posted on the website. 

Fused glass workshop
Linda Kindurys will teach the

basics of fused glass in a workshop
on Saturday, May 11,  from 9-11
a.m., at the Arts and Design
Society’s Art Center. Students will
create a pendant while learning the
mysteries of glass and the fusing
process. Cost is $20 for members;
$25 for non-members. A supply fee,
including firing, is $10. The class is
limited to 6 students, who are cau-
tioned to wear long pants and closed
shoes. For further information, visit
the ADSO website at www.artsde-
signsociety.org , or call 244-1271,
Tuesday-Friday 12 noon-4 p.m.,
Saturday, 1p.m.-4 p.m. The Art
Center is located at 17 First Street,
SE, Fort Walton Beach, FL.

CALENDAR
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Experienced styl ist
needed for Fridays and
Saturdays in BWB.
897-4897

Looking for a job? Check
the classified section
every Wednesday in the
Beacon.

Cracker Barrel in
Destin is now hiring
part time. All positions.
Please apply in person.
34930 Emerald Coast
Pkwy. Destin.

Drivers: Exp. Tanker.
Great Pay!
Regional/Linehaul. *No
Layoffs* Full Benefits.
CDL-A w/H&T, Dbls.
Good MVR.
www.drive4sbi.com. 1-
800-457-1459

Landscape Maintenance
Technician. Mow, trim,
prunes residential and
commercial properties.
Driverʼs license, own
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
background check and
drug free workplace
are required. Pay DOE.
Call 850-897-3073

DIVORCE
Free report reveals what
you need to know about
what happens to your
matrimonial home
before, during and after
a divorce. www.okaloosa
waltonhomeinfo.com or
Free recorded mes-
sage 1-866-234-3321,
ID# 1001

FIRST TIME
BUYERS

Why rent when you can
own? Free list with pic-
tures of homes avail-
able with no money
down*, under
$ 8 0 0 / m o n t h .
www.okaloosawalton
homeinfo.com or Free
recorded message. 1-
866-234-3321, ID #
1051. *Some condi-
tions apply*

Ammo for Sale!
7.62x39, .45 cal., .40
cal., .22 cal. Also, M4-
AR15s. Call for prices.
398-3409

Legerʼs Landscaping.
Providing affordable
lawn maintenance for
over 12 years. Free
estimates. Starting at
$30.00. Call 635-5095
or 835-4492

Resurrection Anglican
Church Annual Sale.
May 4th, 8AM to 1PM.
66  8th Street Shalimar.
Lots of misc. household
items.

Services

Items for Sale

Help Wanted

Yard Sales

Homes for SaleHelp Wanted Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Homes for Sale Homes for Sale Homes for Sale Warehouse/Office

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

1821 John Sims Parkway
Niceville, Florida  32578

(850) 678-5178
www.CarriageHills.com

Realtor@CarriageHills.com

MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE!
OUR AGENTS ARE EXPERIENCED,

KNOWLEDGEABLE AND DEDICATED
TO HELP YOU BUY OR SELL!

CALL FOR A FREE COMPARATIVE
MARKET ANALYSIS!

REALTOR®

City of Valparaiso
Full Time Position

Customer Service 
Representative

The City of Valparaiso will accept
applications through Tuesday April
30th, for the position of Full Time
Customer Service Rep for our
Broadband Communications
Department. Knowledge of MS
Office, text based Software &
Communication Services is
preferred. May be required to be on
call, work standby on some
weekends and after hours. Must
have cheerful personality and enjoy
working with the public. Must be at
least 18 years of age. Applicants
must pass a background search,
pre-employment drug screen and a
pre-employment physical. Drug Free
Workplace, EOE. Submit application
to: City of Valparaiso, Attn: CATV
Manager, 465 Valparaiso Pkwy,
Valparaiso, FL 32580, or fax 850-
678-4553 or bring to Valparaiso City
Hall, applications will not be
accepted by e-mail. 

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Niceville 
Offices
500SF-
1,000SF

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

PRIME
WAREHOUSE

OR OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call

897-6464

ADVERTISING 
SALES

The Beacon
Newspapers (The
Bay Beacon, The
Eglin Flyer, The
Hurlburt Patriot)
have an opening for
a career-minded,
full-time person to
sell customers the
benefits of newspa-
per advertising.
Candidates should
be upbeat, ener-
getic, organized,
self-starting and
d e t a i l - o r i e n t e d .
Salary plus incen-
tive.  Mileage
allowance.  Benefits
include IRA plan and
paid vacation and
h o l i d a y s .
Candidates must be
available 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays and
have a reliable vehi-
cle.   We will train the
right person. Apply in
person at the
Beacon, 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway,
Niceville.

NEWSPAPER
DELIVERY

Earn extra cash of
$45 to $140 or more
each week in your
spare time! The Bay
Beacon seeks a
reliable independent
contractor to insert,
bag, and deliver
n e w s p a p e r s
Tuesday night.  You
must be over 21 and
have a reliable
vehicle, a good
driving record, a
Florida driver ʼs
license, and proof of
current l iabil i ty
insurance.  No
collecting duties.
Earnings vary
according to route
and work load.  Stop
by the Bay Beacon
for an information
sheet and to fill out
an application. The
Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway,
Nicevil le  •  678-
1080 (Parkway East
Shopping Center
across from
PoFolks)

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only 
$20.55 per week, 

advertising in At Your Service is easy AND
affordable! Call us at 678-1080 

or stop by the office at 
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of this incredible bargain!

HOME REPAIR

•Vinyl Siding, 
Soffit, & Fascia

•Screen Rooms
& Patio Covers

•Replace Rotten 
Wood & Screens

Lic# RX0066839585-9511

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair

& Maintenance
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Security Lighting
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Free Estimates
• Sheet Rock/Painting
• Exterior Wood &
Fence Repair

No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

• Security Lighting

25
Years

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

Bayou
Tree Service

PRESSURE WASHING

5%
DISCOUNT
for Military,

Senior, & First
Responders

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
CONCRETE WALKWAYS • DRIVE THROUGHS

RELIABLE SERVICE

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

app1@ymail.com
www.allpropowerwashing.com

FREE ESTIMATES
• Safe roof black streak removal
• Low-pressure roof cleaning
• Low-pressure house cleaning
• Wood, deck, & fence restoration
• Best service around • Lic & Ins.

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

IRRIGATION

Sprinkler System
Pump Replacement/Repair

New Installations
Extensions
Landscaping
Design
Free
Estimates

729-7110

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Drive-ways
Fencing

Dock
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

ADVERTISE HERE!

Easy and affordable advertising!

At Your Service
With prices starting at only $20.55 per week,

advertising in At Your Service is easy and affordable!
Bring your ad or we will make one for you. Call us at

678-1080 or stop by the office at:
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578 • Ph 678-1080

advertising in 
Bring your ad or we will make one for you. Bring your ad or we will make one for you. 

TUTORINGTREE SERVICE

Country Roads
Tree Service

“We cut so you don’t have to”

• Tree removal,
trimming, & thinning

• Storm damage clean up
• 24-Hour

Emergency Service
• Fully Licensed/Insured
• Call today for a

Free Estimate!
Ask for Joe
the Tree Man!

(850)
461-7170

Residential/Commercial

LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn &

Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Call RJ:
(850) 699-1617
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

Where quality makes the grade!

• Interior & Exterior
• Popcorn Removal
• Textured Ceilings
• Pressure Washing
• Licensed & Insured

A+ Professional

APlusProfessionalPaintingInc.com

Call today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!
(850) 225-0981

Locally owned
& operated

A+ Rating on
ANGIE'S LIST

Painting

IRRIGATION

CALL KENT BENNETT 
(850) 685-3507

Servicing Okaloosa County

specializing in

Irrigation Pump Repair

KBES

Pool Pumps • Lift Pumps
Adjust/Replace Sprinkler Systems

Most cases, Same Day Service

LAWN CARE

• Landscape Maintenance
• Irrigation Checks & Repairs
• Landscape Renovation
• Landscape Design & Install
• And Much More!

850-830-8898

Locally Owned
and Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

Call
Us

Today!

PAINTING

John F
rey

Spectrum
 Painting

Commercial
Residential

FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
“Residing right here with you in Bluewater Bay”

897-0700 • Fax: 850-897-2626

Interior & Exterior Design
30 Years Work Experience

10 Years in Niceville & BWB

On Angieʼs List
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Summer fun poster contest
The Okaloosa Arts Alliance

(OAA) would like to invite all
Okaloosa County School students
to participate in the 5th Annual
OAA Okaloosa County School
Poster Contest.  

The OAA wants to know
what you consider “Summer
Fun”.  It can be anything you can
create on paper with markers, pen-
cils, paint, pastels, charcoal, or
crayons.  

There will
be a 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place
winner for
three elemen-
tary school stu-
dents (K-4), for
three middle
school students
(5-8), and for
three high
school stu-
dents (9-12) in
O k a l o o s a
County. 

Each 1st
place winner
will receive a $75 gift card, which
is being donated by Eglin Federal
Credit Union, each 2nd place win-
ner will receive a $50 gift card and
each 3rd place winner will receive
a $25 gift card.   Additionally, the
1st place winners’ artwork will be
on 2014 promotional materials for
the 7th Annual Family Fun Arts
Fest and on other OAA promo-
tional materials.  

All of the poster contest entries

will be on display at the Family
Fun Arts Fest, which will be on
Saturday, May 18 and Sunday,
May 19 at HarborWalk Village in
Destin from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. both
days.

Any Okaloosa County School
student can enter; entries can be
mailed through an Okaloosa
County School or by an individual
student.  The poster contest dead-

line has been
extended to
April 30.
Please submit
only one
entry per stu-
dent.  Posters
should be
standard size
(8 ½ x 11) for
the contest
and should
include, the
name of the
artist, their
grade, and the
name of their
s c h o o l .

Please mail entries to the
Okaloosa Arts Alliance, Attention:
School Poster Contest, P.O. Box
4426, Ft Walton Bch, FL 32549.
The winners will be chosen by a
panel of judges and will be
announced at the Family Fun Arts
Fest.

For more information go to
www.okaloosaarts.org or
www.facebook.com/OkaloosaArt
sAlliance

The winning poster in the elemen-
tary grade from last yearʼs OAA
Okaloosa County School Poster
Contest was Sarah Duckett, at the
time a 4th grade student at Liza
Jackson Prep School.  

Covenent Hospice honors veterans
Covenant Hospice We Honor Veterans Volunteers, above, recently hon-
ored Mr. Sam Tinkler of Superior Residences of Niceville in a ceremony.
Left, Tinkler receives a veteran appreciation certificate, a Navy veterans
service pin and a Navy blanket from Shirley Earick, one of the volunteers,
for his distinguished service in the Navy from 1943-1946.  Along with the
volunteers he is joined by his family, friends and staff. 

Miss
Florida
junior 
Student actress Alexa
Johnsen of Niceville shows
off her crown with with Toni
Frana of Drama Kids
International.  Alexa is the
reigning National American
Miss Florida Junior Preteen
at the HarborWalk Village
SpringFest in Destin on
April 5.    
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Top honors for Ruckel band and chorus
Ruckel Middle Schoolʼs band and chorus made a great showing at the Southern Star Music
Festival March 22-23 in Atlanta. The RMS Honor Band won the grand championship and the
sweepstakes award. They had the  highest numerical score regardless of category for all 29
groups.   This included winning against the high school divisions also. Ruckel Middle Schoolʼs
chorus and advanced bands won 2nd place in their divisions.

Scouts achieve
Eagle rank
These Eagle Scouts from Troop 157
Niceville were recognized by the BSA
Gulf Coast Council for earning the high-
est rank is Scouting in 2012.
Above are Blayne Ignasiak, Chad Foy,
Matthew Jordan, Stefan Wheeless, Mark
Jordan and Brandon Crowther.  Troop
157 is chartered by the American Legion,
Post 221.  The troop meets every Monday,
6:45pm at St. Judeʼs Episcopal Church,
200 Partin Dr N, Niceville.

Distinguished Young Women presentation

Sarah Sims, a student of Niceville High School, gives a pres-
entation called “Be Your Best Self”  to a Bluewater Bay
Brownie troop.  Sarah is a contestant in the Distinguished
Young Women competition. To find out more about the
Distinguished Young Women scholarship program please
contact carolebyrd911@yahoo.com.

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

Wolves are big, but not bad,
says Cynthia Watkins, who lives
with more than a dozen of the
large predators on her farm north
of Vernon, Florida.

"Little Red Riding Hood lied
to us," says Watkins. "All the
legends about wolves eating
children and attacking people are
no more than that —legends,"
she said.

"Real, wild
wolves would
almost never
attack a person
because wolves
are instinctive-
ly afraid of humans. If you were
in a forest inhabited by wolves,
you would probably never see
them because they would smell,
hear and see you long before you
saw them, and would avoid you.
When wild wolves encounter
human beings, they run away
rather than attack."

Watkins, along with her hus-
band, Wayne, founded the
Seacrest Wolf Preserve in 1999.
Wayne is a retired U.S. Army
helicopter pilot and Cynthia has
long been an environmental
activist and advocate for the
preservation of wild species,

especially wolves.
Today, on their 430-acre

ranch, they care for 35 full-
blooded wolves of several
species, plus four "wolf-dogs" -
the cross-bred offspring of
wolves and dogs which are often
the abandoned pets of people
who discovered that they had a
bigger, less manageable animal
than they could handle.

Winter and spring are ideal
times to visit the Seacrest Wolf

Preserve, said
W a t k i n s ,
because wolves
are most active
during cool
weather, and

most cubs are born during
March, April and May.

Most of the wolves at
Seacrest are used to being
around and are respectful of
humans, but they still tend to be
shy and unpredictable. They are
friendly but they are not "tame."

The best way to meet one is to
sit quietly, and let the wolf
approach you, and then pet it
gently as it sniffs you and gets to
know you. 

Allen Ward from Niceville
has been volunteering at the pre-
serve for nearly five years.  He
goes up as often as he can and

assists with various projects,
including giving the occasional
tour.  

“The thing I like most about
volunteering at Seacrest is work-
ing with Wayne Watkins,
Cynthia's husband.  Wayne
reminds me so much of my
grandfather.  I grew up across the
cornfield from my grandparents
and would spend every weekend
with him on the farm.  I would
not know what we would be
doing until I would walk to their
house in the mornings.  It is the
same way with Wayne.”  Ward
says.

His daughter Breanne often
comes with him.  She usually
helps out in the small animal
enclosure. “She loves Meeko,

one of the gray foxes.  She helps
people interact with the foxes
and also the skunks.  When there
are wolf puppies or babies of any
kind Breanne is there helping to
feed and clean up after them.”
Ward says.

Today, there is still less than a
0.2 percent difference between
the DNA of wolves and dogs. All
the variations in appearance,
size, and even behavioral
instincts (hunting, tracking,
fetching, etc.) found in dog
species, from toy poodles to
Saint Bernards, still exist in the
genes of wild wolves.

Wolves have a tightly knit
"pack" or social structure, with
pack members giving loyalty and
obedience to the "alpha males"
or leader of the pack. Dogs tend
to regard their human owners as
pack leaders and thus display
loyalty and obedience to
humans.

The alpha male, said Cynthia,
is not always the biggest, but is
the "baddest" wolf in the pack.
The leadership position goes to
whichever wolf is most aggres-
sive and determined. Each pack
also has an "alpha" female, who
usually mates with the alpha
male and bears most of the

pack's cubs, although the other
females may help care for them.

Despite their shyness toward
humans, Watkins said, wolves
can be very ferocious toward
each other. Alphas often "disci-
pline" lower-ranking pack mem-
bers, growling and sometimes
biting them to maintain domi-
nance. When two wolves with
"alpha" aspirations meet and nei-
ther is willing to back down, the
resulting fight can be bloody and
even fatal.

The lives of these intriguing
animals are every bit as fascinat-
ing as any reality show.
Consider the story of Legend, a
gray timber wolf that once led
his pack was ousted as leader
about a year ago.  At ten years
old he’s had a full life for a wolf
and is now in retirement with a
beautiful female named Chama.  

Still keeping busy in his gold-
en years, he fathered two new
cubs last May named Yuma and
Liberty.  He is also the grandfa-
ther of Chaco, Ana and Zia, chil-
dren of Chinook.  

Far from being the oldest
wolf in the preserve, Legend is
still young compared to two of
the park’s patriarchs.  Durango
and Sakari are both 14 years old

and still quite healthy.  It’s no
wonder when you see them in
their beautiful home, shaded by
a grand live oak.

Wolves dig dens, usually
under the roots of large trees, but
don't spend much time in them,
instead preferring to sleep in the
open. They use the dens for shel-
ter from extreme weather, as a
refuge from larger predators and
as a safe place to bear and nurse
cubs.

The dens do not seem to dam-
age the trees under which they
are built, as the wolves are care-
ful to dig around, rather than
through, the root structure and
the living tree becomes part of
the protective structure of the
den.

Wolves once lived throughout
North America and Europe, but
were hunted almost to extinc-
tion. Today, wild, free wolves are
found in only about a half-dozen
states in the northern U.S. The
rest are in zoos and preserves
and some are kept as pets,
although this is illegal in most
cases.

Where wild wolves still exist,
said Watkins, they are often in
conflict with people, who may
still see them as dangerous pred-
ators or a threat to livestock,
although, she said, they actually
do little damage to farm animals.

In Florida, said Watkins, the
predominant native wolf was
once the red wolf, somewhat
smaller than the northern gray
timberwolves. The red wolf, like
its big gray cousins, was nearly
hunted to extinction, and is still
rare even in captivity. Seacrest,
the only wolf preserve in south-
eastern United States, is still try-
ing to acquire some red wolves
so that Floridians can see and
meet what once was one of our
state's most powerful and inter-
esting creatures.

Allen Ward sums up his expe-
riences. “Being around the
wolves is an awesome experi-
ence.  It is something everybody
should try and do.  Sometimes it
seems the wolves are looking
into your soul with their eyes to
see what type of person you are.
The wolves will accept you for
the person that you are, they are
not judgmental and will love you
regardless.”

Wolves are really gentle creatures and now is one of the best times to visit them. Wolves are most active
during cool weather, and most cubs are born during March, April and May.

Seacrest Wolf Preserve cares
for 35 full-blooded wolves of
several species, plus four
"wolf-dogs", the cross-bred off-
spring of wolves and dogs on
their 430-acre ranch.

Howling with wolves
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