
By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

County traffic engineers have
reduced the left-hand turn lanes
from White Point Road to State
Road 20 from two lanes to one,
but many motorists are apparent-
ly finding the new pattern con-
fusing.

More changes are planned to
make the new flow easier to fol-
low, according to county offi-
cials.  Meantime, many
motorists are still using the cen-
ter of three lanes as a left-turn

lane, despite traffic engineers'
recent efforts to designate it as a
straight-on lane.

Jason Autrey, manager of the
Okaloosa County Public Works
engineering division, noted that
traffic on White Point Road has
decreased dramatically after a
bypass opened to the east in
September 2011.  At that time
White Point Road reverted to
county-road status; it has been a
state highway since the bridge
opened in 1993.

The Florida Department of
Transportation counted an aver-
age of 18,700 vehicles a day at a
point on White Point Road 500
feet south of SR 20 in 2010, the
year before the connector
opened.  In 2011, the FDOT
counted an average of 7,500 a
day.

The decline means that north-
bound motorists on White Point
Road who wish to turn left at SR
20 no longer need two left-hand
turn lanes to ease congestion at
the intersection, Autrey said.

Autrey said the intersection is
currently a "split-phase" inter-
section, meaning traffic from

White Point on either side of SR
20 cannot turn left at the same
time.  He said the signals will
eventually be changed to allow
simultaneous left turns by traffic
heading west on SR 20 from
White Point Road and traffic
heading east on SR 20 from
North White Point Road, a spur
that ends at the Bluewater
Manor.

Autrey said forward-pointing
arrows intended to guide vehi-
cles in the center lane were

added to the pavement and the
traffic-light mast in late January.
However, recent observations
show that many motorists are
still turning left, or west, from
the center lane.

Autrey said this will increase
the efficiency of the intersection
by lessening downtime, or time
when traffic is not moving.  By
not making traffic on opposite
sides of SR 20 wait for each
other to turn, Autrey said, about
four seconds of red light time

can be cut from each 100-second
cycle at the intersection. 

Autrey said that a dotted
"skip" stripe that still suggests to
motorists that they may turn left
from the center lane will be
removed at the expense of the
Mid-Bay Bridge Authority.  

Autrey said that signal
changes, which will disable the
turn arrow from the center signal
facing White Point Road, should
be completed within six months.
He said this only requires a pro-

gramming change and will cost
virtually nothing.   

"We will be monitoring this
intersection," Autrey said.  "If it
does not work, we can alter it."

Autrey said recent adjust-
ments have been made to White
Point Road to lessen the volume
of through traffic headed to and
from the Mid-Bay Bridge,
including a four-way stop at the
roads intersection with 

Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

Many Bluewater Bay residents
oppose a plan by the Bluewater
Bay Resort to convert four of the
resort's Magnolia golf course
holes to residential areas, accord-
ing to critics of the plan. 

The resort submitted a pro-
posed change to Bluewater's
development of regional impact
(DRI) to Okaloosa County.  The

Okaloosa Board of County
Commissioners is scheduled to
review the change at a meeting
April 16, set for 6 p.m. at the
county water and sewer building,
1804 Lewis Turner Blvd., Fort
Walton Beach.

Manfred Meine, a resident of
Bluewater's Magnolia Plantation
subdivision and former president
of the neighborhood's homeown-
ers' association, said he will

attend the commission meeting to
show opposition to the proposed
change. Meine said he expects
many other residents to attend in
opposition as well. 

"I think you're going to have
standing room only," Meine said.

Raimund Herden, one of the
original developers of Bluewater
Bay, said he expects around 500
people from all over Bluewater to
show at the April 16 meeting in

opposition to the change.  
Meine, a professor at Troy

University, said many Bluewater
residents moved to the neighbor-
hood because of the environment
provided by the golf course. 

"I think part of why most of us
moved here is because the golf
course gives you a park-like feel,"
Meine said.  "I think that's going
to be damaged." 

Meine said he is concerned

that property values will decrease
as a result of adding high-density
housing to areas previously occu-
pied by the golf course.  He said
he is also concerned about
increased traffic congestion and
general deterioration of the golf
course, and said he is certain
numerous Bluewater homeowners
join him in his sentiments.

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

At a Niceville Valparaiso Rotary Club meeting
Thursday, Okaloosa County
Commissioner David Parisot did
what he could not do three days
before at a legislative hearing in
Tallahassee. 

Parisot presented a PowerPoint
briefing entitled “A
Commissioner's Viewpoint,” in
which he discussed the events of
the Okaloosa County Tourist
Development Council (TDC) scan-
dal, and the county commission’s
role in trying to solve the problems that made the scan-
dal possible. 

Parisot had submitted, and attempted to present, the
same PowerPoint to the Joint Legislative Auditing
Committee (JLAC) during the panel’s hearing in
Tallahassee March 4. However, his briefing had been 
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Commissioner reports
on county actions in
TDC scandal’s wake

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

In its third meeting, a new citizens panel advising the
Valparaiso City Commission spent much of its time dis-
cussing whether it was required to continue to meet in
public.

The Valparaiso Visioning Committee held its third
meeting Thursday. 

Attending for the first time was Jill White, co-chair
of the committee and a professor at Northwest Florida
State College. Also in attendance was Valparaiso City
Clerk Tammy Johnson, in an advisory role.

The main order of business was a speakerphone dis-
cussion with Valparaiso City Attorney Hayward Dykes.
The committee members asked Dykes for his advice as
to whether the visioning committee is subject to the
Florida Sunshine Law, which requires members of gov-
ernment boards that make laws or policy or advise the
government to announce meetings in advance and to
admit the public. 

Valp. panel wonders
whether it is subject
to open-meetings law

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.

The Northwest Florida
State College presents
the theatrical version of
Shakespeare’s “A
Midsummer Night’s
Dream” in the Sprint
Theater, at the Mattie
Kelly Arts Center,
Niceville. 

Thursday, 3:30 p.m.

Enjoy a scenic bike
ride with the Adventure
Club along the
Bluewater Bay Resort,
Niceville.

Saturday, 7-11 a.m.
Eat breakfast at the

Niceville-Valparaiso
Kiwanis Club’s pancake
breakfast and silent
auction at the Niceville
High School cafeteria. 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

See the pianist Yue
Chu return for a private
piano recital in the Tyler
Recital Hall of the Mattie
Kelly Arts Center,
Niceville. 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Celebrate archeology
with a free history lec-
ture, “Talking Smack: The
Sailing Vessels of
Pensacola’s Fishing
Industry,” at the Niceville
Community Center, 205
N. Partin Drive. 

See Calendar, B-2.

COMING
UP

Beacon photo by Daniel Elsesser
The left turn lane from White Point Road to State Road 20 was reduced from two lanes to one because of a perceived decrease in traffic
turning off the road resulting from the construction of the Mid-Bay Bridge Connector. But old habits die hard, and some motorists, such
as the one pictured (center left), are still turning left from the center lane. 

Straight and narrow

Opposition mounts to golf course plan, critics say
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Beacon photo

Workers contracted by the city of Niceville lay concrete for a sidewalk on 27th Street, just east of Palm
Boulevard, March 5.  The job is one of several to add concrete sidewalks or asphalt walkways in the city.  Public
Works Director Bruce Price said Niceville awarded a $226,000 contract in October to Gum Creek Farms, a
DeFuniak Springs paving company.  The contract also includes orders for concrete sidewalks on Kildare Circle
and asphalt pathways on Valparaiso Boulevard and Rocky Bayou Drive.  The work is expected to be completed
by mid May, with a total of 5,500 to 6,000 feet of new walkway.      

David Parisot

Intersection update confuses motorists
Attempts continue to revamp
White Point Road as ʻlocalʼ street

New arrow on traffic mast indi-
cates traffic flow from north-
bound center lane of White
Point Road at SR 20. Please see CONFUSES, page A-5



The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

Resort general manager Tom
Hanks said the resort has submit-
ted the proposal to generate
funds to keep the golf course
running.

Meine said Bluewater resi-
dents do not want to lose the golf
course.  He said he did not have
any specific alternatives on how
to raise the money to save it, but
he believes other residents will
likely have alternatives to pres-
ent at the county commission
meeting.

Meine said he wants to main-
tain the greenery of the golf
course, even if that means ceas-
ing its operation as a commercial
course and keeping it as main-
tained landscape. 

The Magnolia Plantation
homeowners' association hired
Jill Crew, a Fort Walton Beach
attorney, to represent the neigh-
borhood in the matter. 

Crew said Magnolia
Plantation homeowners bought
into an idea of a neighborhood
with areas designated for recre-
ational open space, and the pro-
posed change would alter the
neighborhood plan that they paid
for.  

"There was an expectation
and reliance that [the presence of
an open recreational area] would
continue in perpetuity," Crew

said.  "And it has, until recently."  
Crew said Magnolia

Plantation homeowners also
object to the proposed change
because they feel the addition of
high-density housing to the area
will hurt it environmentally and
aesthetically, and will diminish
property values. 

The proposal submitted by
the resort to the county, West
Florida Regional Planning
Council (WFRPC) and the
state's Department of Economic
Opportunity (DOE), calls for
holes 4, 6, 7 and 9 to be short-
ened, with the land remaining
zoned for residential develop-
ment. 

The plans call for high-densi-
ty development, or 13.5 dwelling
units per acre, on 7.41 acres cur-
rently occupied by holes 6 and 7,
potentially allowing the develop-
ment of 100 units on the plot.       

Holes 4 and 9 would each be
changed to allow for
medium/low density develop-
ment, or 4 units per acre.  This
would allow 28 units on 7.11
acres currently occupied by hole
4 and 20 units on 5 acres current-
ly occupied by hole 9. 

Terry Jernigan, planning
manager for Okaloosa County,
said the county commission has
final say over whether to
approve the change.  While the
Regional Planning Council and
the DOE will decide whether the

change constitutes a substantial
deviation from the original DRI,
the commission must decide this
and also whether to approve the
project itself.

Jernigan said if the DOE
decides that the change is a sub-
stantial deviation and the county
does not, the issue will be
reviewed by the state's Land and

Water Adjudicatory
Commission, consisting of Gov.
Rick Scott and his cabinet.  

If that commission decides
the change is a substantial devia-

tion, Jernigan said, the resort
would have to submit a revised
DRI change to the county,
WFRPC and DOE, a process
that could take months or years.   

PLAN
From page A-1

Bluewater Resort
Holes 4, 6, 7 and 9 of the Magnolia golf course at the Bluewater Bay Resort would be shortened to create room for the development
of houses and apartments, according to a resort proposal submitted for government approval.  The proposed residential areas
are marked in yellow.
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY:
Sunday, March 17
It’s your lucky day!
We've got all the Irish-themed gifts you need
to turn your celebration into an instant St.
Patrick’s Day parade, including fruit bouquets
with pineapple shamrocks dipped in green
chocolate, gourmet green chocolate dipped
strawberries and more! 

Call or visit today!
850-226-4111  •  EdibleArrangements.com

230 Eglin Parkway N.E., Fort Walton Beach

Bouquet Shown:
Shamrock Celebration™

$700 $7.00 OFF YOUR ORDER
When you mention this ad. Offer valid on
select products. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Offer code must be used
when placing the order.
Offer code: bayb0313 • Exp: 03/31/13OFF

Color Service starts at $49.95
Highlights start at $44.95

MILITARY HAIRCUT

$ 10
Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any 

other offer. No cash value. One coupon valid per customer. Please 
present coupon prior to payment of service. ©2013 Supercuts 

Inc. Printed U.S.A.  Expires:  05/30/2013 

(Active or Retired Military Personnel)

supercuts.com

KIDS’ HAIRCUT

$ 11
Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any 

other offer. No cash value. One coupon valid per customer. Please 
present coupon prior to payment of service. ©2013 Supercuts 

Inc. Printed U.S.A.  Expires:  05/30/2013 

(Up to 3 Kids)

supercuts.com

ADULT HAIRCUT

$ 12
Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any 

other offer. No cash value. One coupon valid per customer. Please 
present coupon prior to payment of service. ©2013 Supercuts 

Inc. Printed U.S.A.  Expires:  05/30/2013 

supercuts.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 1-800-SUPERCUTS

CRESTVIEW
ACROSS FROM WALMART

3379 FERDON BLVD. S

850-423-1177

PUBLIX SHOPPING CENTER

2262 SOUTH FERDON BLVD.

850-683-8000

BLUE WATER BAY
WINN-DIXIE SHOPPING CENTER

4520 HIGHWAY 20 E

NICEVILLE | 850-897-9933

DESTIN
NEXT TO WALMART

16055 EMERALD COAST PKWY

850-654-9911

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

10$

CAIRHMILITARY 

supercuts.com

(Active or Retired Military Personnel)

Inc. Printed U.S.A.  Expires:  05/30/2013
2013 Supercutspresent coupon prior to payment of service. ©
customer. per valid coupon One value. cash No offer. other 

Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any
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(Active or Retired Military Personnel)

2013 Supercuts
Pleasecustomer. 

Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any

11$

UTCAIRH’ SKID

supercuts.com

(Up to 3 Kids)

Inc. Printed U.S.A.  Expires:  05/30/2013
2013 Supercutspresent coupon prior to payment of service. ©
customer. per valid coupon One value. cash No offer. other 

Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any
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2013 Supercuts
Pleasecustomer. 

Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any

12$

UTCAIRHDULT A

supercuts.com

Inc. Printed U.S.A.  Expires:  05/30/2013
2013 Supercutspresent coupon prior to payment of service. ©
customer. per valid coupon One value. cash No offer. other 

Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any
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2013 Supercuts
Please

Coupon valid only at participating locations. Not valid with any

Moving Experts

McCorquodale Transfer, Inc.
897-MOVE|(6683)

F R E EESTIMATES

Locally Owned & Operated since 2000
112Wise Avenue, Niceville, FL

• Local and Long Distance Moves
• Residential & Commercial Moves
• Load and Unload Rental Trucks
• Full Receiving & Storage Warehouse
• Receive & Install for Interior Design

20% PACKING SUPPLIES
OFF Exp. April 30, 2013

Shop 

Locally!

Save

Gas!

Mid-Bay Plaza, Bluewater Bay 897-4466

Ritz Salon

For fragile,
broken hair

Steven G. Robinette D.D.S.
Practicing in NW Florida with

more than 22 years of experience.

4566 Hwy 20 East Suite 108 • Niceville  |  Located in Courtyard Plaza Bluewater Bay

www.gulfcoastdental.net

“Serving the Emerald Coast for over 22 years!”

Introducing LASER Periodontal TherapyTM for treating gum Disease

FDA Approved

To us, dentistry is a science and an art that can create a beautiful
smile and restore your health. We provide gentle, quality, cosmetic

dentistry and oral health care in a friendly and comfortable settting!

CROWNS •  DENTURES •  DENTAL IMPLANTS
EXTRACTIONS •  ROOT CANALS •  TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

Smile with
Confidence

again!

GGUULLFF  CCOOAASSTT  DDEENNTTAALL,,  LLLLCC
STEVEN G. ROBINETTE D.D.S.

University of Tennessee Dental

3 New patients welcome
3 Assistance with all insurance
3 Intra-oral camera (see your mouth the way we can)
3 Preventative dentistry
3 Latest technology in laser and air abrasion
3 Cosmetic dentistry
3 Full service dentistry
3 Emergency service available
3 Highest quality
3 Sterilization Procedures
3 Oral Sedation Available

(850) 897-9600

ZOOM2!
Professional Whitening System

Like us on
FACEBOOK

Birthday Parties • After School Art for Kids
Wine & Whimsy for Adults
Whimsical Wednesdays for Women
Art Journaling • Jewelry Making

Whimsical Gifts & Happy ArtWhimsical Gifts & Happy Art

Follow us on
FACEBOOK

(850) 279-3434
117 N. Cedar Ave, Niceville

OPEN STUDIO
FRIDAYS

Introducing Our New

offering

REGISTER NOW for Kids Art Workshops
for Spring Break (March 26th-29th)

}



The visioning committee con-
sists of volunteer citizens appoint-
ed by the Valparaiso City
Commission to provide advice to
the commission on how to chart
the city’s future.

Dykes advised the committee
that as long as the committee acts
merely in a fact-finding role, that it
would not be subject to the
Sunshine Law and regulations
concerning open meetings and
records. However, said Dykes, if
the committee provides recom-
mendations such as providing
rank ordered lists of alternative
proposals to the city commission,
then the committee could become
subject to the Sunshine Law. This
would require the committee to
hold meetings in public, to publish
agendas and announcements of
meetings in advance, to keep min-
utes, and to make all of its records
open to public scrutiny.

After hearing from Dykes, the
committee members seemed to
agree that following the Sunshine
Law would be the best course of
action. 

White said that based on her
prior experience as an interim
president of Northwest Florida
State College, that she had found
that complying with the Sunshine
Law is not really all that difficult. 

Committee chairman Rob
Holloway said that he believes the
committee’s mission will involve
more than mere fact-finding. He
said that the committee will be
expected to make specific recom-
mendations about future policies
of the city. “If we are not expected
to make specific recommenda-
tions, then I think we would be
wasting our own time and that of
the city commission,” Holloway
said.

“I prefer to be on the safe side,”
Holloway said, and said that the
committee’s activities should
avoid raising a red flag regarding
the Sunshine Law.

City Clerk Tammy Johnson
suggested that the visioning com-
mittee members attend the city

commission meeting on Monday,
March 11, and discuss with the
commissioners what their view is
of the Sunshine Law and the
visioning committee. 

Holloway said that he encour-
aged all of his fellow committee
members to attend the commis-
sion meeting. 

Committee member Bryan
Campbell said he also planned to
ask the commission to explain the
difference between the role of the
visioning committee and that of
the city’s planning board, so as not
to confuse the roles and missions
of each body.

In other business at Thursday’s
meeting, committee member Les
Chambers showed fellow commit-
tee members a draft list of poten-

tial questions that might be asked
in a survey of city residents in
order to help determine the vision-
ing committee’s future recom-
mendations. The committee has
been considering creating such a
survey and sending it out to city
residents along with copies of
their city utility bills.

Chambers’ suggested survey
questions are:

—In your opinion, are our
elected leaders sensitive to the
needs of Valparaiso and its peo-
ple?

—What is the best way to stim-
ulate the city of Valparaiso?

—As a resident of Valparaiso,
would you give freely of your per-
sonal time to enhance the quality
of life in our community?

—What do you feel is one of
the strongest attributes in our
town?

—In your opinion, are our
elected leaders responsive to the
needs of Valparaiso and its peo-
ple?

—What should be done to
build a stronger coalition with the
military and its leaders?

At Monday’s city commission
meeting, Rob Holloway
addressed the city commission,
and it was agreed that the vision-
ing committee will meet again at
6 p.m. Thursday, March 14, at
which time Hayward Dykes will
meet face-to-face with the com-
mittee.

VALP.
From page A-1
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729-2131

Auto •  Business •  Home •  Life •  Flood

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Gone through the roof

or non-renewed?
Give us a call, we can help!

www.nicevilleinsurance.com

The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville

LEE MULLIS, MD
• Over 25 Years Experience

• National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
• A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Lee Mullis, MD

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
• Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
• 15 Years Experience
•  A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

• CATARACTS                   
• DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •  (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •  (850) 682-5338

• GLAUCOMA 
• RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

-In memory of-

scheduled for the end of the three-
hour hearing, and time ran out.

During that and two previous
JLAC hearings, state lawmakers
grilled Okaloosa County offi-
cials on the scandal, in which a
rogue TDC director, Mark
Bellinger, stole, misused or
squandered hundreds of thou-
sands of tax dollars under the
jurisdiction of the county com-
mission, according to law
enforcement authorities and
state auditors.

Parisot told the Rotarians that
he was disappointed that the leg-
islators did not allow him to
present his briefing as the first
item of the hearing. Had he been
allowed to present his
PowerPoint to the JLAC at the
beginning of the March 4 hear-
ing, he said, “I would have been
able to answer about 90 percent
of the questions that they asked
during the rest of the hearing.”

In his briefing Thursday,
Parisot discussed the financial
misbehavior of Bellinger,
including Bellinger’s alleged
misuse of a debit card program
funded by BP oil spill recovery
funds, the purchase of a 2008
Porsche sports car and a 2011
Subaru, Bellinger’s purchase of
$747,000 house in Destin, the
purchase of two custom motor-
cycles, the purchase of a Dodge
Durango, the funding of an
American Wind Symphony per-
formance that never took place,
and other allegations.

According to Parisot,
Bellinger instructed TDC adver-
tising firms to make purchases or
wire funds, and then to bill
Okaloosa County, using invoices
worded by Bellinger to say that
the money was being spent for
marketing.  Those invoices were
sent to the county commission
chair for approval, according to
county records.  No one at the ad
firms has been accused of
wrongdoing, and representatives
of the firms have testified that
they had no reason to believe
that public money was being
diverted for private gain.

In none of these cases, said
Parisot, did any county employ-
ees appear to have direct com-
plicity in Bellinger’s activities.

Parisot disagreed with a find-
ing by a recent Florida Auditor
General report, which alleged
that TDC-purchased debit cards
valued at $200 each were found
in the possession of 46 Okaloosa
County employees. In fact, said
Parisot, the 46 cards were found
in Bellinger’s possession, after
his death by his own hand.

Regarding his own role in
supervising the TDC, Parisot
said that he joined the Okaloosa
County Commission in
November 2010. He served as
the commission’s liaison with
the commission-appointed TDC
from January 2011 through
December 2012. 

The county commission hired
Bellinger as director of the TDC
in May 2010, and, on paper at
least, he reported directly to the
chairman of the county commis-
sion, who at that time was
Wayne Harris. 

In January 2011, said Parisot,
James Campbell became chair-
man of the county commission
and therefore Bellinger’s super-
visor, until December 2011. Don
Amunds became chairman of the
county commission early in
2012. 

Bellinger’s alleged theft and
misuse of county and BP funds
allegedly occurred between
2010 and May 2012, when his
purchases of the yacht and house
came to light, and an arrest war-
rant was issued for him on theft
charges.  He soon thereafter
committed suicide.

As to whether county com-
missioners should have done a
better job of supervising the
TDC’s finances, Parisot said that
he never saw the invoices issued
by the TDC or the checks issued
by the county.  He also said the
commission could only discuss
the TDC during public meetings.
These factors, Parisot said, con-
tributed to the failure of him or
any of the county commission
chairman to learn what Bellinger
was doing.

Parisot said that as soon as
Bellinger’s activities were dis-

covered, the county commission
began to investigate and to take
actions to prevent further misuse
of funds.  However, the commis-
sion’s internal investigation was
put on hold to make way for
criminal investigations by law
enforcement authorities. On Feb.
1 of this year, Parisot said, the
commission received the go-
ahead from authorities to begin
its own probe, now underway.

However, Parisot added, the
county has been taking correc-
tive actions ever since commis-
sioners learned of Bellinger’s
activities. These include:

—Requiring the TDC direc-
tor to report directly to the coun-
ty administrator rather than to
the county commission chair-
man.

—Requiring all contracts and
expenditures of the TDC to be
done in conformity with county
procedures and the county pur-
chasing manual.

—Replacing the TDC ad
agencies.

—Requiring approval by the
county purchasing director for
task orders up to $25,000, coun-
ty administrator approval for
those between $25,000 and
$50,000, and county commis-
sion approval for those over
$50,000.

—Forbidding advertising

agencies from buying anything
on the county’s behalf before
receiving written authorization.

Parisot also said that the
county commission is preparing
legal action to seek reimburse-
ment for money lost or misused
by Bellinger, from those organi-
zations from whom Bellinger
had made unauthorized purchas-
es.

Parisot was asked what he
thought of state Rep. Matt
Gaetz’s recent declaration that
“Some heads need to roll.”
Gaetz, a Fort Walton Beach
Republican, recently said that
some Okaloosa County officials,
such as the county attorney and
county administrator, should be
fired or asked to resign for their
failure to properly supervise the
Tourist Development Council.

Parisot replied that the county
commission is still conducting
its own investigation. He said
that in such an investigation, the
first rule is “get the facts.” He
said that if the facts warrant the
dismissal of any county employ-
ee or official, then that decision
would be made based on those
facts. 

Parisot added, however, that
he has seen no evidence that any
county official or employee was
deliberately complicit in any of
Bellinger’s activities.

SCANDAL
From page A-1

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith
Members of the Valparaiso Visioning Committee discuss whether
they are subject to Florida's Sunshine Law Thursday.

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith
Okaloosa County Commissioner David Parisot, the commission's
former representative to the county Tourist Development Council,
explains official actions taken in the wake of the 2012 TDC scandal.
He spoke to the Niceville-Valparaiso Rotary Club Thursday in
Niceville.

Since 1986

850-678-1593 •  Mon.-Sat. 9-6
Oak Creek Shopping Center •  Niceville

www.bayoubookcompany.com

Find Tenzi at

Everyone gets ten dice. Someone says ”Go.”
Then everyone rolls and rolls as fast as they
can until someone gets all their dice on the
same number. Sure, there are a few more
rules, but you get the idea!



Arrests
Stephen Alan Shaw, a waiter,

27, of 4258 Shadow Lane,
Niceville, was arrested by sheriff's
deputies March 2 on a Walton
County warrant for misdemeanor
violation of probation on an origi-
nal charge of possession of drug
equipment.  Shaw's required court
appearance is scheduled April 5.  

***
Michael Dewayne Robertson,

a landscaper, 21, of 1481 Pine
Street, Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies March 1 on
charges of battery domestic vio-
lence and burglary with assault or
battery.

Robertson allegedly kicked the
locked door of a residence until it
opened and grabbed someone by
the hair, threw her down and bit
her on the cheek.  

Robertson's required court
appearance is scheduled April 9.   

***
Rebekah Elizabeth Bridge, 23,

of 104 Ridge Lane, Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies Feb.
28 on a charge of driving while
license suspended first offense.  

Bridge's required court appear-
ance is scheduled March 19. 

***
A 17-year-old Valparaiso boy

was arrested by Niceville police
March 2 on a charge of retail theft
shoplifting.  

On Oct. 8, the boy  entered the
Walmart at 1300 E. John Sims

Parkway, Niceville.  He was
allegedly empty handed when he
entered the store.  The boy was
captured on the store's video sur-
veillance footage selecting differ-
ent types of merchandise of an
unspecified value and leaving the
store without making an attempt
to pay for the merchandise.  

The boy's required court
appearance is scheduled April 11.  

***
Mark Johnathan Howell, a

stucco worker, 39, of 505 Johnson
St. Apt. A, Valparaiso, was arrest-
ed by Niceville police March 1 on
a charge of child abuse without
great harm.  

Howell's required court appear-
ance is scheduled April 9.  

***
Janise Stribling, unemployed,

45, of 101 Aspen St., Freeport,
was arrested by Niceville police
March 2 on a charge of driving
while license suspended or
revoked habitual offender.

An officer observed Stribling
driving on Bullock Boulevard,
Niceville, without wearing a seat
belt, and the officer stopped her at
28th Street and Bullock
Boulevard. 

Stribling said she did not have
her driver's license with her, and
the officer had a dispatcher check
Stribling's driver's license infor-
mation.  This search revealed that
Stribling had been designated as a
habitual traffic offender, according

to the record kept by the
Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles.  

The officer issued Stribling a
verbal warning for failing to wear
a seat belt.

***
Edward Lamar Adkins, a con-

struction company employee, 38,
no address (homeless), was arrest-
ed by Walton County sheriff's
deputies Feb. 27 on a charge of
simple assault domestic violence.  

Adkins allegedly made an
intentional, unlawful threat when
he told someone he was going to
hit her in the face while at 83
Winfield St., Niceville. 

***
Adam Blake Stephens, 31, of

101 Owen St., Niceville, was
arrested by Walton County sher-
iff's deputies for failure to appear
for a misdemeanor offense for the
original charge of possession of
cannabis less than 20 grams.  

***
Joe Alan Reeves, 54, of 164

Eastern St., Freeport, was arrested
by Walton County sheriff's
deputies Feb. 22 on a charge of
dealing in stolen property.  

Reeves allegedly sold property
to a metal recycler that had been
reported stolen sometime Nov. 11-
18, 2012.

The property was a metal dog
box.  Reeves allegedly sold the
box doors Nov. 28, and the box
Dec. 12.

***
Brittany Nicholle Bell Weeks,

a cashier, 17, of 1212 S. Cedar
Ave., Niceville, was arrested by
Niceville police Feb. 27 on a
charge of possession of marijuana
with intent to distribute.

The complainant, also a resi-
dent of 1212 S. Cedar Ave., report-
ed to police she found marijuana
and drug paraphernalia in the
house.   

The complainant said she con-
fronted Weeks, who showed her a
clear container holding approxi-
mately 14 grams of alleged mari-
juana in three separate bags, along

with two packages of Ezy Dose
bags.  

The complainant said Weeks
told her she had paid for half of the
marijuana and was going to sell
the rest to make a profit. 

The complainant said someone
who lives next door reported
receiving a package addressed to
Weeks, which contained a digital
scale.

Weeks' required court appear-
ance is scheduled April 10.

***
Kedreem Deshown Andrews, a

cook, 25, of 101 Sasser St.,
Niceville, was arrested by
Niceville police March 3 on
charges of aggravated battery, bur-
glary and resisting an officer with-
out violence.

Andrews
a l l e g e d l y
s l a p p e d
someone and
hit her with a
baseball bat
at a resi-
dence on
Evans Street,
N icev i l l e .
When police
responded to
the resi-
dence, Andrews ran into a wooded
area.  Police eventually found
Andrews hiding under a deck on
Big Oaks Lane.  

Andrews' required court
appearance is scheduled April 9.  

***
Melissa Lynn Custer, 31, of

8216 Gulf Blvd., Navarre, and
Joshua Timothy Nelson, a con-
struction worker, 35, of 390 Edge
Ave., Valparaiso were arrested by
Walton County sheriff's deputies
March 6 on charges of possession
of a controlled substance without a
prescription, possession of mari-
juana less than 20 grams and pos-
session and/or use of narcotics
equipment.  

A deputy stopped a truck
occupied by individuals later
identified as Custer and Nelson

Fire Department Reports
Niceville

Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 
to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments,

the Okaloosa County and Walton County sheriffʼs offices, other
law-enforcement agencies, and the Okaloosa County and

Walton County jails.

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls from March 04, 2013
through March 10, 2013. 

0 Structure Fire 14 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 4 Vehicle Crash 
0 Other Fire 0 Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 2 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 0 Hazardous Conditions

STREET SITUATION DATE TIME
22nd Street...........................................Medical..............................3/4/13 ..................15:52
W. John Sims Pkwy. ............................Medical..............................3/4/13 ..................23:01
Bayshore Dr. ........................................False call ...........................3/5/13 ..................06:58
S. Partin Dr. ..........................................Vehicle crash ....................3/5/13 ..................09:10
N. Partin Dr...........................................Medical..............................3/5/13 ..................14:18
Roberts Dr. ...........................................Medical..............................3/5/13 ..................16:56
Mulry Dr. ...............................................Medical..............................3/5/13 ..................17:05
Mulry Dr. ...............................................Medical..............................3/5/13 ..................21:27
E. John Sims Pkwy..............................Vehicle crash ....................3/6/13 ..................10:33
N. Partin Dr...........................................Medical..............................3/6/13 ..................21:50
Linden Ave............................................Medical..............................3/7/13 ..................05:06
N. Partin Dr...........................................Medical..............................3/8/13 ..................13:17
SR 85 N................................................Vehicle crash ....................3/8/13 ..................13:48
Coolwater Ln........................................Cancelled ..........................3/9/13 ..................01:52
E. John Sims Pkwy..............................Vehilcle crash....................3/9/13 ..................12:51
Valparaiso Blvd. ...................................Medical..............................3/9/13 ..................17:52
Karen Ct. ..............................................Medical..............................3/9/13 ..................19:38
Ginko Ave. ............................................Medical..............................3/9/13 ..................20:34
Kelly Road............................................Medical..............................3/10/13................12:46
Goldenrod Ct........................................Medical..............................3/10/13................22:07

Weekly Safety Tip:  If there are smokers in your home, make sure ashtrays are large
and deep and wonʼt tip over.  Never throw them in the trash.  Make sure they are com-
pletely out.  Douse cigarette and cigar butts with water before discarding them.    
Like the Niceville Fire Department on Facebook   

North Bay
The North Bay Fire Department responded to the following calls from March 04, 2013
through March 10, 2013.

Street Situation Date Time
Hwy. 20/Bluewater...................Vehicle accident .....................3/4/13.........................13:26
N. White Point Rd....................Medical assist.........................3/4/13.........................15:45
N. White Point Rd....................False alarm.............................3/5/13.........................03:45
Fairway Lakes Dr.....................Medical ...................................3/5/13.........................08:32
E. Hwy. 20................................Medical ...................................3/6/13.........................01:05
E. Hwy. 20................................No incident found...................3/6/13.........................12:28
Range Rd.................................EMS call .................................3/6/13.........................14:47
Pine Street ...............................Medical ...................................3/7/13.........................11:40
Bay Drive .................................Medical alarm activation........3/8/13.........................09:02
N. White Point Rd....................Medical ...................................3/8/13.........................14:57
N. White Point Rd....................Medical ...................................3/8/13.........................16:30
Lake Drive................................Medical ...................................3/9/13.........................06:57
E. Hwy. 20................................Dispatched & cancelled.........3/9/13.........................11:00
Hidden Lakes Dr......................EMS call .................................3/9/13.........................13:49
William Faulkner Dr. ................EMS call .................................3/10/13.......................00:20
Glenlake Circle ........................CO detector activation...........3/10/13.......................05:51
Troon Dr. W..............................Medical ...................................3/10/13.......................09:14
Hickory St.................................Public assist ...........................3/10/13.......................12:07
N. St. Andrews Cv. ..................Medical ...................................3/10/13.......................14:57
Area of Merchants Way ..........No incident found...................3/10/13.......................15:48
White Point Rd/Samana .........Vehicle accident .....................3/10/13.......................16:55
Glen Eagles Dr. .......................Medical ...................................3/10/13.......................19:46

Visit northbayfd.org for more information.

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

This information is from reports by the Okaloosa County
Sheriffʼs Office. A reward is offered by Emerald Coast Crime

Stoppers, 863-8477, or 1-888-654-8477. Information can also
be provided anonymously by texting “TIP214 plus the

message” to CRIMES (274637)

Okaloosa seeks fugitives
This information is from reports by the 

Okaloosa County Sheriffʼs Office. 

Name: Johnny Edward
Mckinley 
Wanted for: VOP-Worthless
Checks
Height: 5-feet, 11-inches 
Weight: 185
Age: 42
Date of birth: 11-19-1970 
Hair: Brown  
Eyes: Blue

Name: George Paul Gorman 
Wanted for: Fraud
Height: 5-feet, 10-inches
Weight: 170
Age: 39
Date of birth: 05-17-1973 
Hair: Brown 
Eyes: Hazel

Name: Daniel William Smith 
Wanted for: VOP-Burglary and
Grand Theft
Height: 5-feet, 7-inches 
Weight: 140
Age: 23
Date of birth: 12-26-1989
Hair: Brown 
Eyes: Blue

Call or visit us

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive •  Niceville •  678-2514
Kedreem Deshown

Andrews

Jewelry
Repair

Tues–Fri 10am–6pm
Sat 10am–3pm

STORE
HOURSNEW }

Custom
Design

Mike Tarbuck
Jeweler ~ OwnerDiamond Works inc.

www.DiamondWorksJewelry.com
850-244-5252 | Park Place Plaza | 323 Page Bacon Rd. •  Mary Esther

Just what
I wanted...

‘Silent’ Charity Auction
and

Pancake Breakfast

Sponsored by
Niceville-Valparaiso 

Kiwanis Club 

The Niceville/Valparaiso 
Kiwanis Club Presents its 23rd Annual

Saturday, March 16, 2013
7 A.M. - 11 A.M.  — Auction

Niceville High School Cafeteria

All proceeds used to support local youth and childrenʼs programs,
Sharing and Caring, aid to the elderly, and other community projects.

• Resort Weekends
• Golf Packages
• Household Items
• Dinners

• Tools
• Appliances
• Computers
• Sporting Goods

Niceville High School Cafeteria

Free Admission to Auction
Breakfast tickets: $4 at the door 
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M E D I C A L  |  S U R G I C A L  |  C O S M E T I C

TOTAL ACCESS.
TOTAL CONFIDENCE.

TOTAL CARE
FOR YOUR SKIN.

gulfcoastderm.com

At Gulf Coast Dermatology, we believe these are 
the three most valuable things we have to offer the 
communities we care for.

What does this mean for you?

1-877-231-DERM (3376).

George vonHilsheimer, MD | Board-certifi ed Dermatologist
Katie Showalter, PA-C | Certifi ed Physician Assistant

Anna Justi, PA-C | Certifi ed Physician Assistant

600 John Sims Pkwy., E.  •  Niceville (Across from FUMC)

Call (850) 678‐1795

MARK S. HARBER, M.D.
Adult & Adolescent Primary Care

Retired USAF MC

Same day appointments

We file most insurance
Medicare accepted

School, DOT & Other
Physical Exams

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

Please see BLOTTER, page A-5



Woodlands Drive.  He said these
measures were taken to empha-
size that White Point Road is
now a "local" street, not the busy

thoroughfare it was before the
bypass opened in 2011.  

He said a reduction of traffic
at the road's intersection with SR
20, and by extension the reduc-
tion of left-turns, is an indication
that these modifications have
been effective.   

for driving on the Eglin
Reservation, at 16000 W S.R. 20,
after dark.  

After a police dog alerted the
deputy to search the vehicle, the
deputy searched it, finding Custer
and Nelson to be in possession of
methamphetamine, marijuana less
than 20 grams and drug parapher-
nalia.  

Custer and Nelson were also
suspended from range privileges
with citations for trespassing after
dark.

***
Anthony Raymond Klein, 21,

of 2020 Mary Ann Court,
Niceville, was arrested by Walton
County sheriff's deputies Feb. 29
on charges of possession of mari-
juana less than 20 grams and pos-
session and/or use of narcotic
equipment.  

A deputy stopped a truck driv-
en by Klein at 901 S.R. 20,
Freeport, and a police dog alerted
deputies to search the truck. 

Deputies found marijuana,
joints and forceps in the compart-
ment area surrounding the driver's
seat. 

Thefts
Niceville police received a call

March 4 from someone reporting
that they attempted to file their tax
return but that it had been rejected.
The complainant said the IRS told
her someone had used her social
security number.

***
A Valparaiso resident reported

Feb. 24 he was defrauded by

someone selling a truck over
Craigslist.  

The complainant said someone
posted a 2002 Toyota Tacoma for
sale on Craigslist.  The seller told
the complainant the transaction
would be done through eBay, and
she instructed him to wire $1,980
to an eBay "agent."  

The complainant sent the
money order, which was picked
up Feb. 23 at a Walmart in
Kissimmee by a person whom the
seller identified as the eBay agent.
The complainant has not been able
to contact the seller since. 

A Niceville officer contacted
an eBay representative, who said
the company does not deal with
Craigslist and the company does
not have transaction agents.  

***
A Niceville resident reported

Feb. 22 his iPhone, worth approx-
imately $500, was stolen from the
First United Methodist Church at
214 S. Partin Drive, Niceville.

Criminal mischief 
A Niceville resident reported

Feb. 25 someone popped the tires
on his pickup truck while it was
parked at the business at 406 W.
John Sims Parkway, Niceville.  

By Manfred F. Meine
Bluewater Bay

As a Bluewater Bay resident of
some 14 years, one attracted by
the beauty of the golf course com-
munity, after reading the article

about the potential Bluewater Bay
golf course changes ("Plan to
build on part of golf courses
eyed," Page A-1, March 6) I was a
bit disappointed because I thought
it was a one-sided description of

the situation.
While your article did include

comments by Raimund Herden,
the statement, “Several Bluewater
Bay residents have expressed
opposition. . .” is rather misleading
since it suggests limited opposi-
tion. 

In fact entire Bluewater Bay
communities are mounting formal
opposition initiatives and are con-
tacting the county commission, so
I really think a more complete and
balanced discussion would be
appropriate. 

I think you will see the level of
opposition when the commission
meets.

Editor's note:  The article
failed to mention that the Beacon
was unsuccessful in its attempts to
obtain addtional comment from
others.

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor on any subject are welcome. To allow room for all views, 

please keep your letters short.  Also, donʼt forget to sign them and include 
your  phone number.  We reserve the right to edit or refuse any submissions.  

Please send items to: 
The Beacon • 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, 

Niceville, FL 32578 Fax: 1-888-520-9323 • Email: info@baybeacon.com 

THE INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER —by Mike Griffith

“I think there are a lot of other
ways the government could cut

spending.”

David Jones, 29, 
Niceville, 

sales

Jim Howard, 80, 
Niceville, 
retired

Aaron Banister, 48, 
Niceville, 
framer

Kelli McGinnis, 43, 
Valparaiso, 
homemaker

Lisa Johnson, 34, 
Niceville, 

food service

Joyce Mancera, 64, 
Niceville, 

janitor at Eglin AFB

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com 
Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.

What do you think about furloughing federal civilian employees
at Eglin Air Force Base for one day a week, without pay, under

the US budget sequestration law?

“Iʼm sure people on Eglin would
have an opinion about it. Before
trying to cut hours, the govern-

ment should look for other ways to
cut spending. I think this is a politi-
cal way to push back the deadline

for balancing the budget.”

Location: Niceville public library

“I donʼt agree with that. If someone
agrees to take a job, they should

be fairly paid for it. I also donʼt
agree with President Obama

sending our tax money to help the
Muslim Brotherhood.”

“They donʼt need to take a dayʼs
work from anyone. People need the
money. Everythingʼs starting to go

up.”

“It seems unfair. If employees
want to work, they should be

allowed to work.”

THE BAY BEACONWednesday, March 13, 2013 Page A-5 

1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Florida 32578
(850) 678-1080 • info@baybeacon.com

Fax 1-888-520-9323

The Bay Beacon
& Beacon Express

The Bay Beacon and Beacon Express, incorporating the Bluewater Breeze, is
published every Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises Inc. Free total-market home
delivery to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-

Walton County from Villa Tasso to Basin Bayou, including Choctaw Beach.
Subscriptions:  One year, mail, $104.  One year, electronic subscription, $52.

Low rates are just 
around the corner.

 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims
 Coverage available by phone

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all 

states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO 

Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and boat coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance 

Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 

Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO 

Gecko image © 1999-2013.                                                                               © 2013 GEICO

850-863-4187

BLOTTER
From page A-4

Communities oppose
houses on golf course

Recreation Services Inc., located in
Bluewater Bay, is offering a great
membership special. Join either
the Swim or Hard Court
Tennis Membership from now
until March 31, and receive a
50% discount on the
enrollment fee! Membership
includes 4 pools (1 heated)
and 3 Tennis Courts. We
also offer Water Aerobics,
Facility rentals, RV/Boat
Storage, swimming
and tennis lessons.

The Swim and Hard Court Tennis Memberships are not exclusive to
Bluewater Bay Residents. EVERYONE is welcome to join!

OFF
50% 
ENROLLMENT

MARCH MADNESS
MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Recreation Services, Inc. office is located at
1050 Bay Drive (Bay Drive Pool). 

For more information call 897-3664.

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

CLIMATE CONTROL SPECIAL
Receive 1/2 OFF

First Month OR ONE

Month FREE!

1466 Cedar St., Niceville

Affordable
Climate Control
Mini Storage

Rental Available
*Storage Supplies/Boxes

Call for Details
(850) 897-3314 $8800

SPECIAL
(NON-CLIMATE)

CONFUSES
From page A-1
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“Iʼm not a federal employee, but I
think itʼs unfair for federal

employees to bear the brunt of
spending reduction. We need to
reduce our debt, but the burden

should be shared. Federal
employees are taking a heavy hit.”

Motorists on White Point Road, Niceville, may only turn left on to
SR 20 from one lane as opposed to two.  The center lane at the
intersection of the two roads, which before January allowed
forward and left-turning traffic, now only allows drivers to travel
forward.  
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The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

ALL AROUND THE TOWN ALL AROUND THE TOWN 

The saying, “Home is where the
heart is,” reminds us that it’s family,
caring and support through life that
holds us together with love.  What
we experience in a home ties our
hearts into a physical and an emo-
tional space.  As family members
age, we show love to our elders by
caring for them.  There are options
for your loved ones and sometimes
the best decision is to assure they
live in a physical place that is love-
ly and safe, and an emotional

space where they are respected
and treated kindly.  We can reas-
sure them that we will continue our
relationships together.  Through
Bee Hive Homes our family has
established an assisted living envi-
ronment that honors these same
elements of family commitment.
When it's no longer sensible or
safe to stay at home, Bee Hive
Homes Assisted Living is the next
best place.  

We want every person living at
Bee Hive Homes to feel that we
are like family, and that each fam-
ily member will feel like we are a
part of their support system, so
you can focus on spending mean-
ingful time together.  Our incredi-
ble one staff member to five resi-
dents per day ratio, and one to
eight evening ratio, allows us to
truly understand the needs and
personal preferences of each
individual resident, and accord-
ingly, give more attentive care
than is possible in larger facilities.
From our discrete personal call
system to our skilled caregivers,
our commitment to each resident
is excellence in care and quality
of life. 

As elders increase in age, a
decline in health can occur, and
this may create the need for
assistance with one or more
activities of daily living, such as
medication assistance, ambula-
tion and transfers, showers,
grooming, dressing/undressing,
toileting, and meal preparation.
Ensuring watchful 24/7 care pro-
motes health and quality of life.
We also care for seniors who
would like an increased level of
social interaction through activi-
ties, group exercise, conversa-
tion, guest visits, and developing
friendships.  Families can stay

connected even when apart
through our free Bee Connected
mobile app!  

Our 16 residents enjoy private
rooms and bathrooms.  We
encourage decorating with their
cherished belongings.  Not only
are there seated showers and
heated toilet seats, but each
room also has individual temper-
ature controls and other conven-
iences and safety features. 

We also help families learn
about financial aid options like
Veteran’s Aid and Attendance,
Medicaid Diversion Plan, and
Long-Term Care Insurance that
are great benefits to lower out-of-
pocket expenses.  

Our elders are part of our
country’s greatest generation.
They have given much to family
and country, and now it’s their
time in life to experience care and
support in a lovely space that
honors commitment, and makes
a “home" where the heart is. At
Bee Hive Homes Assisted Living
that’s what we give. 

Be sure and visit our website
at www.beehivehomes.com to
see more information and view
video testimonials!

Call 850-855-4597, or stop by
4268 Ida Coon Circle, Niceville
(behind White Wilson on Hwy 20)
FL License  # AL-12000

Advertising Feature

Bee Hive Homes of Niceville
The next best place to home

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
For only $105.95 a week for 11 weeks, you can 

capitalize on a powerful promotional tool.

ADD ONE OR BOTH OF OUR 
MILITARY PAPERS AT HALF PRICE!

AALLLL   AARROOUUNNDD  TTHHEE   TTOOWWNN  

The Beacon’s ALL AROUND THE TOWN is one 
of the best read advertising sections available. 

It combines the strength of a 
well-written business profile, a color photo, 

and 11 colorful well-designed ads.
Each week customers will tell you all about it.

Call 678-1080 today!

Note: Mail subscriptions are often delayed in the mail.
Subscriptions are nonrefundable.

Please send coupon and payment to:
 The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

For more information, contact The Bay Beacon at (850) 678-1080 or info@baybeacon.com.

Price includes any applicable sales tax.

Name:                                                                                                               

Phone:                                                                                                               

Address*:                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                            

 The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

Payment (for 1 year) ......................$104.00

The Beacon
by mail!

Weekly mail delivery is available by subscription.

Just

complete

this form and

return it with

your check!

*U.S. and APO addresses only.

During Family Night, this family shares the design of a quilt block and
includes a meaningful saying that represents their family.

Above, Leslie Walker and Arcenio
"Arc" Peralta smile for a photo
during a Hat Party at Bee Hive
Homes.

Right, Katie Stephensen
demonstrates during her speech
at the Hat Party that we wear many
hats in life that shape us,
contribute, and leave a legacy. 

Owners, Steve and Leslie Walker.

QUALITY ASSISTED LIVING IN A RESIDENTIAL SETTING

• 24-hour personal care
• Medication monitoring & assistance
• Home cooked dietician approved meals
• Assistance with activities of daily living
• Daily housekeeping & laundry services
• Individual & group activities
• Peace of mind, comfort, & freedom!

“I am blessed to have such good people in
my life, God bless each of you." -Joe H.

850-855-4597
BeeHiveHomes.com

4268 Ida Coon Circle, Niceville

Call to schedule your tour today!

Assisted Living Lic. #AL-12000 

Come see what all the BUZZ is about...

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies

- NOW OFFERING -
• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 • www.drbroutin.com
Merchant s Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 03/31/13

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses
Treatment and Management of Eye Disease

Emergency Eye Injuries  •  Specialty/Bifocal Contact Lenses
Pediatric Patients are Always Welcome

Accepting TriCare, Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Medicare, Medicaid and VSP

CALL 850-279-4361    WWW.PALMEYECARE.COM
Palm Plaza  •  1005-A John Sims Pkwy. 

Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri. 8:30 am-5:15 pm  •  Wed., 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 pm

In Niceville’s Palm Plaza

A new approach
to personal eye care

Sharon M. Streeter, O.D.
Thomas A. Streeter, O.D.

Board Certified Optometric Physicians

• Reduce energy consumption
• Prevent mold, mildew, staining
• Non-prorated transferable 
warranty

• Eliminate granule loss with
a shingle roof

• Green Product Technology
• Self priming
• Non cracking, flaking or peeling
• Increase resale value
• Class A fire rating
• Energy Star Product

850.424.6829
FREE EVALUATION

FINANCING AVAILABLE
www.RhinoShieldGulfSouth.com

Rethink Your Roof!
Non-Prorated 10 Year Warranty

For more information and a trial round, contact
Andy Potter, Club Manager and PGA Professional

850-678-3270 x4, apotter@rockybayoucc.com.
Visit our website at www.rockybayoucc.com.

JOINING FEES

WAIVED
MEMBERSHIPSfor all

SPECIALISTS IN MEMORY CARE

2300 North Partin Drive, Niceville, FL 32578

SUPERIOR
RESIDENCES
of Niceville

Do you know someone dealing with
Alzheimer’s or Dementia?

We can help!

Call today to schedule a visit with
our Senior Solutions Director!

(850) 897-2244

Assisted Living
Respite Stays
Day Stays
24 Hour Nurses On-Site

Assisted Living # AL11712

and GENERAL REPAIR
Brakes • Water Pumps

Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

We Now Have General Motors
FACTORY SCAN TOOL

for Dealer Diagnostic

PEPPER & TONY
Zen masters, guard dogs,
& welcoming committee

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts
• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service

(850) 729-6629(850) 729-6629

306 GOVERNMENT AVE.
NICEVILLE

Call Today! 279-4620
HOURS: T-F 9-6, Sat 9-4

Walk ins welcome
Evening appts upon request

A resort feel on the bayside

GloTherapeutics products are
developed after extended scientific

research in the highly advanced
GloTherapeutics laboratories
where chemists & especially

trained aestheticians combine
expertise knowledge with

scientific research.

Find GloTherapeutics
and other fine

products at Spa La La!

• PECAN CRUSTED CATCH OF THE DAY
White fish, pan sauteed & crusted with chopped pecans. Topped with a honey
cinnamon cream sauce. Served with rice pilaf and vegetable medley
• CHICKEN PICATTA
Pan sauteed chicken breast topped with a lemon caper
cream sauce. Served with rice pilaf and vegetable medley
• BEEF TENDERLOIN MEDALLIONS
Topped with a marsala mushroom demi glace, served
with red skin mashed potatoes and vegetable medley
• FRIED GULF SHRIMP
Served with french fries and cole slaw
• SHRIMP ETOUFFEE
Sauteed bay shrimp in a classic etouffee sauce, served
over rice pilaf

HOURS:
10:45am-9pm Su.-Th. 
10:45am-9:30pm Fri.

11:30am - 9:30pm Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

$995
4:30 pm-6:00 pm

7 Days a Week

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

NEW

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us)• 678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Call Today!
678-1977

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES
-NEWBORN TO ADULT

EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

• Internal Medicine
• Pediatrics
• Preventive Care
• Sport/school Physicals
• Immunizations

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

Most Insurances Accepted

(850) 678-1066
M-F 9-6 • Sat 9-3

20%
Off

ALL
REDKEN
STYLING PRODUCTS*

*MUST PRESENT
COUPON

910 S. Palm Blvd.
Niceville, FL 32518

WE DELIVER!
*Minimum delivery amount applies.

142 N. PALM BLVD. 850-729-2323
Across from Niceville High School & Ruckel Middle School. Next to Tom Thumb.

AUTHENTIC PHILLY CHEESESTEAKS
Pretzel Melts, Deli Sandwiches, Salads, Sides & More

CHEESESTEAK COMBO
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$949
Large

$599
Small

CHEESESTEAK, WAFFLE FRIES & FOUNTAIN DRINK

389-4443
www.onehourair.com

Contact us today!

NOW HIRING
Technicians

and Installers
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By Anna Kavanaugh
Beacon Staff Writer

More than 50 Niceville
High School chorus members,
known as the Niceville
European Singers, will travel
to Europe to perform four free
concerts as part of its
European tour March 22-April
1. 

Michael Dye, NHS chorus
director, has planned interna-
tional concert tours every other
year for the chorus, to include
Spain, China and Italy. This
year he added two stops to
include performances at the
Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center and Ramstein Air Force
Base in Germany to honor
wounded warriors and their
medical staff, as well as all
military families serving the
nation.

A total of 74 travelers, to
include 52 students, two choral
staff and 20 chaperons will
make stops in Austria,
Germany and France during
the tour.

Students from the six cho-
ruses, Select Women, Bel
Canto, Kantorai, Camerata,
Niceville Singers and Opus
One, will sing a capella in ven-
ues and on streets while they
visit historical landmarks along
the way. NHS choral assistant
Jennifer Vest will accompany
the chorus on the
keyboard/piano in venues
where it’s appropriate, Dye
said.

“Depending on the concert
venue, you will be able to hear
anything from the music of the
Italian Renaissance composer
Palestrina to ‘Coney Island
Baby,’” Dye said.

Jessica Gunn, a NHS sopho-
more and member of the Bel
Canto Chorus and the Niceville
Singers, has been practicing
some German and French
phrases to prepare for the trip. 

“Right now all I can say
correctly is ‘Do you speak
English?’” Jessica said. “I’m
also trying to figure out my
absolute essentials so that my
luggage doesn’t go over-
weight.”

The group will arrive in
Vienna, Austria. After a well
rested night the chorus will
travel by bus to the
Schönbrunn Palace and per-
form later in the Schönbrunn
Chapel. 

The next stop will be in
Mondsee, Austria. Students
will change into their concert
attire, then rehearse and per-
form in the Mondsee Castle. 

Next up is a day of sight-
seeing in Salzburg and rest for
the chorus’ voices. The next
day the group will visit the
famous Neuschwanstein Castle
that was the inspiration for

Disneyland’s “Sleeping
Beauty” castle. Later that day
they will perform a concert at
Allerheiligen-Hofkirche, All
Saints’ Court Church, in
Munich, Germany. 

From there the group will
take a scenic drive to
Kaiserlautern, Germany. The
chorus will visit and sing with
the Ramstein High School
Chorus at Ramstein Air Force
Base, Germany. Then, they
will travel to Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center, the
overseas military hospital that
serves as the nearest treatment
center for wounded soldiers
coming from Iraq and
Afghanistan. The chorus will
perform a short vocal salute for
the staff and soldiers at the
hospital. 

“Both of my parents are

retired military of 30 or more
years,” Jessica said. “I’ve
grown up with both of them
telling me about times when
they went overseas and all the
adventures that they had.
They’ve always told me about
how people may be different
everywhere you go, but the
second you step on a base it’s
like you never left home.”

The last part of the trip will
be spent sightseeing in Paris.
The chorus will tour the Arc de
Triomphe, Notre Dame, Opera
Garnier and Square, and the
Eiffel Tower. Even though
there are no scheduled per-
formances in Paris, the chorus
will most likely perform on the
streets.

“While we do not have a
formal concert scheduled in
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The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

Edge choir
to perform
Edge Elementary selected
its singers to perform in
the Twin Cities Fifth Grade
Honor Choir Concert
March 19 at Rocky Bayou
Baptist Church in
Niceville. From left: back
row, Ky Donahoo, Heather
Adams, Abigail Jinks,
Savanna Hill, Madi Frisby,
Anna McCoy; middle row,
Josh Garcia, Mattie
Bryan, Brianna McKenna,
Sophia Contratto, Tori
Thorson, Skylar Lee,
Patrick Harrington; front
row, Gianna Freiler, Tyler
Humpert and Abigail
Atwell. Not pictured are
Colby Pruitt, Britney
Fulghum, Peyton
Chambers and Mikayla
Ernsberger.

Dancers from Step by Step Ballroom of
Niceville competed at the Dixieland
Invitational Dance Competition Feb. 23, in
Birmingham, Ala. From front to back: Skyla
Markham, Marcus Larson, Ginger Gore,
John Hencinski, Camille Miles, Aidan Ferrell
and Lauren Householder.

Step By Step Ballroom’s “Dream Team
Dancers” of Niceville competed at the Dixieland
Invitational Dance Competition Feb. 23, in
Birmingham, Ala. 

The Dancers, ages 11 to 13, placed first and
second in multiple categories in the Latin and
smooth dance divisions. John Hencinski and
Lauren Householder received recognition as the
“Top Dance Couple” in the junior amateur divi-
sion.

The dancers who competed were Skyla
Markham, Destin Middle School; Marcus
Larson, John Hencinski, Camille Miles, and
Aidan Ferrell, Ruckel Middle School; Lauren
Householder, Rocky Bayou Christian Middle
School; and Ginger Gore, Bruner Middle
School.

Ballroom dancers compete

Niceville High Schoolʼs chorus group Opus One, will perform with other chorus members in the 2013
European Tour March 22-April 1.

Please see CHORUS, page B-3

www.DermSurgCtr.com / (850) 897-7546 / 4566 Hwy. 20 East, Suite 101, Niceville

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

DR. SCOTT BEALS, D.O., F.A.A.D.
Board Certified American Board of Dermatology

COMING
SOON to Crestview& Destin

What’s
that
SPOT?

IF YOU SPOT IT...

Skin cancer is the most common
of all cancers afflicting more than
two million Americans each year.

Don't overlook it.
Don't delay.
Make an appointment to
see Dr. Scott Beals today. 

Skin cancer is the easiest of
all cancers to cure, but only
if diagnosed & treated early. 

Niceville High Chorus
to perform in Europe

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE BUILDING in the
HEART of BLUEWATER BAY!

One of a kind 2828 SF office building  for
medical, engineering, architect practice, or
professional practice of any kind! HOA–
maintained exterior.  Plenty of parking. Flexible
interior office and public space including
kitchen and public rest rooms.  $360,000

LINDA ZICKLER,
Realtor

(850)-621-7233
lzickler@gnt.net

www.nicevillekw.com

4534 Hwy 20 East,
Bluewater Bay  (Merchants Walk)

Each office independently owned and operated.

When buying or selling real
estate, choose Linda Zickler!



Indoor soccer registration
The Niceville United Methodist

Church Youth Indoor Soccer League
for ages four through fourth grade is
accepting applicants. Practices begin
in May and games will be played in
June and July. Registration cost is $70
and $85 after March 28 until the dead-
line April 7. Registration can be made
in person at the Community Life
Center of Niceville United Methodist
Church or nicevilleumc.org/recre-
ation. 

Ruckel cheer clinic
Ruckel Middle School cheerlead-

ers will host a cheerleading clinic for
girls K-6 grade April 13, 9 a.m.-1
p.m., in the Ruckel Middle School
gymnasium. Participants will learn
jumps, dance, cheers and chants.
Grades 4-6 will participate in a mock
tryout and receive a critique sheet to
help improve their skills. The cost is
$25 by April 1, and $35 until April 13.
Contact rmscheer@ymail.com for
more information.

Community Market Day
The Niceville Community Guild is

looking for vendors for its Niceville
Community Market Day, held April
13, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., an outdoor market
in the parking lot behind Niceville
City Hall. It’s open to crafters, garage
sales, produce stands, fundraisers,
food vendors, home businesses, or
individuals who would like to sell
their car, boat or motor home. Spaces
are $15. Contact 678-7595 or
Nicevillechristmas@cox.net to
reserve a spot.

First United revival
First United

Pentecostal Church of
Niceville will host a revival featuring
evangelist Mike Easter March 13, 14
and 15, 7 p.m., and, March 17, 11 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m., at 1217 Finck Road,

Niceville. Contact Pastor Harley
Moye Jr. at 678-2970.

Garden club meeting
The Valparaiso Garden Club will

meet March 13, 9:30-11:30 a.m., at
the Valparaiso Library, Room 3. A
plant auction will be held where mem-
bers can donate plants and the pro-
ceeds will be donated to charities of
the club’s choosing. Visitors are wel-
come, contact
marieharrison@valp.net.

Twin Cities Seniors meeting
The Twin Cities Seniors, 50-plus,

will meet March 13, 1 p.m., at 268
Glenview Ave., Valparaiso. There will
be Bingo and an entrée provided.
Bring a covered dish to share. Contact
543-0869. 

ʻA Midsummer Nightʼs Dreamʼ
The Northwest Florida State

College presents the theatrical version
of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” March 13-16, 7:30
p.m., in the Sprint Theater, at the
Mattie Kelly Arts Center, NWFSC,
Niceville. Tickets are $15 for adults
and $10 for youth ages 18 and
younger. To purchase tickets contact
the box office at 729-6000 or visit
www.mattiekellyartscenter.org.

DAR meeting
The Choctawhatchee Bay Chapter

National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution will meet
March 14, 10 a.m., at the First
Presbyterian Church, 134 Beal
Parkway SW, Fort Walton Beach.
Randy Bergeron, retired USAF and
civil service, will speak on military
archives. The DAR is open to all
women who are lineally descended
from a Revolutionary War Patriot. 

Bike ride
The Adventure

Club will host a bike
ride March 14, 3:30
p.m., in the Bluewater Bay
Resort/Subdivision, Niceville. Meet at
the golf course club house parking lot.
Dinner will be at a nearby restaurant
following the ride. Contact Bob and
Audrey Hains at 897-3624.

Ruckel chorus concert
The Ruckel Middle School Chorus

will perform a concert, “Sweet
Sounds,” directed by Megan James
March 14, 6:30 p.m., at the school

gymnasium, Niceville. Admission is
$5 and dessert and coffee will be
served. Elementary students and
younger are free. The proceeds will
benefit the Ruckel chorus program. 

BWB Garden Club meeting
The Bluewater Bay Garden Club

will its monthly meeting March. 14,
9:30 a.m., at the Bluewater Bay
Clubhouse, Bluewater Bay Boulevard,
Niceville. Karen Williams, Okaloosa
County master gardener, will give a
presentation on spring and summer
plants for the Florida Panhandle. New
members and guests are welcome,
contact Karen Williams at 897-5560.

Womenʼs Conference
The 2013 Shine On Women’s and

Teen’s Conference will take place
March 15-16 at the Emerald Coast
Convention Center on Okaloosa
Island. The event will feature
acclaimed Christian women speakers,
such as Dee Chernicky and Ruth
Graham, daughter of the acclaimed
Rev. Billy Graham. Scholarships,
early bird and group rates are available
to help with cost. Tickets range from
$25 for teens to $139 for a two-day
ticket. Purchase tickets at www.shi-
neonconference.com.

Traveling Eagles golf tourney
The 2013 Traveling Eagles golf

tournament will take place April 5,
noon registration, 1 p.m. shotgun start,
at the Bluewater Bay Country Club.
The cost is $350 for a team, $90 for an
individual. Register at www.trav-
elingeagles.com.

Art walk
The Downtown Fort Walton Beach

Merchants Association will host a
free, public spring kick-off party and
art walk March 15, 5:30-8:30 p.m.,
starting at the foot of Brooks Bridge
(west end or Publix Plaza) and ending
at the Indian Temple Mound Museum,
Fort Walton Beach. There will be live
music, and art, jewelry and photogra-
phy for sale. 

NFSO piano recital
Pianist Yue Chu, the featured guest

soloist at the NFSO’s 25th anniversary
Celebration and Transfiguration con-
cert in September, returns for a private
recital on March 16, 7:30 p.m., in the

Tyler Recital Hall of the
Mattie Kelly Arts Center,
Northwest Florida State
College, Niceville.

Purchase tickets for $20 by contacting
the box office at 729-6000, 10 a.m.-4
p.m., on weekdays. Yue is noted for
his extraordinary skill as the 2011
Gold Medal winner of the prestigious
Wideman International Piano
Competition in Shreveport, La., and
has won numerous awards in his short
career.

Museum fundraiser
Malibu Jacks will host a “Spring

Break Beer Taste” to benefit the
Heritage Museum of Northwest
Florida, March 16, 1-4 p.m., at 517
Harbor Boulevard, Destin. Sample a
variety of beers, enjoy great music and
fun door prizes. Admission is $15 or
$12 for museum members. 

Spring fling fundraiser
Edge Elementary’s Spring Fling

Picnic on the Lawn fundraiser will be
held March 16, 1-5 p.m., at the school,
300 Hwy 85, North, Niceville. The
event will include music by Three
Bean Soup, a build it workshop by
Home Depot, crafts, activities and
games. Tickets will be sold for inflat-
able slides, bounce houses and giant
hamster bumper balls. Grilled food,
baked goods, popcorn and snow cones
will be available for purchase. The
children’s pie eating contest entry fee
is $5. Bazaar booth rentals are still
available for $30, contact Kellee Dali
at edgepto@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us

Kiwanis pancake breakfast
The Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis

Club will host a pancake breakfast and
silent auction March 16, 7-11 a.m., at
the Niceville High School cafeteria.
Tickets are $4 and will be sold at the
door. 

Audubon nature walk
The Choctawhatchee Audubon

Society will host a free bird and nature

walk at Topsail Hill March 16, 7:55
a.m., or at Winn Dixie, Bluewater Bay,
7:30 a.m. Ross Hamilton, a biology
professor, will lead the walk. Contact
Walt Spence at 582-7064.

Rosemont Baptist Church will
host a community yard sale,
rain or shine, March 16, 1
a.m.-2 p.m., at the church
across from Plew Elementary,
1601 27th St., Niceville. Table and
space are. Contact the church at 678-
1611 to reserve a table and two chairs. 

All Godʼs Children service
All God’s Children & the Living

Word Worship Center will offer a spe-
cial service March 17, 11 a.m. and 3
p.m., at 40 John Sims Parkway,
Valparaiso. Pastor’s Walter & Barbara
Williams will celebrate their fourth
anniversary with speakers Winfred
Gilbert of Tree of Life Worship Center
at 11 a.m., and Pastor Benjamin T.
Randolph of the Evelenar Baptist
Church of Crestview. The Daughters
of Zion and the Eglin Brotherhood
will render the music. Dinner will be
served prior to the service and all are
invited. Contact Victor King 313-585-
0415 or
allgodschildrenministry@centu-
rylink.net.

St. Patrickʼs Day fundraiser
Magnolia Grill will host a St.

Patrick’s Day fundraiser, “Raisin’ of
the Green,” to benefit Catholic
Charities of Fort Walton Beach and
the Fisher House of the Emerald Coast
March 17, noon-4 p.m., at 157 Brooks
St., Fort Walton Beach. The event will
feature a traditional St. Patrick’s Day
meal of corned beef, cabbage and
potatoes, live Irish music, and a 50/50
donation drawing. Advance tickets
are$8 and $10 at the door. 

Republican meeting
The Okaloosa County Republican

Party Executive Committee (OCREC)
will hold its monthly meeting March
18, 6 p.m., at the Niceville City
Council Chambers, 208 N. Partin
Drive, Niceville. All registered
Republicans are welcome to join.

OCREC is the governing body of the
Republican Party in Okaloosa County
and its members are representatives of
their precinct in the county. Contact
863-2301.

Fifth grade choir concert
The Twin Cities Fifth Grade

Honor Choir Concert will be held
March 19, 7 p.m., at Rocky Bayou
Baptist Church, Niceville. Edge
Elementary singers will join selected
fifth grade singers from Bluewater and
Plew Elementary and Lewis School to
perform. Also performing will be cho-
ruses from Ruckel Middle School,
Niceville High School, and Northwest
Florida State College.

Better listening series
Jeffrey Rink, the Northwest

Florida Symphony Orchestra conduc-
tor and director, will speak at the
“Better Listening” community classi-
cal free, public, music study series
March 19, 7-9 p.m., at the Valparaiso
Unitarian Church. He will share con-
cert notes on Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony for the upcoming NFSO
concert. Contact Lou Johnson at
musicstudy@uufec.com.

Womenʼs history workshop
Northwest Florida State College

will host a free workshop in honor of
Women’s History Month March 21,
5-7 p.m., in Room 302 at the Student
Services Center, at the college in
Niceville. The keynote speaker will be
Anna Rodriquez, long-time women’s
activist and founder of the Florida
Coalition Against Human Trafficking.
The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. RSVP at www.occsw.org/history
no later than March 19. 

History lecture
The Florida Public Archeology

Network will host a free lecture,
“Talking Smack: The Sailing Vessels
of Pensacola’s Fishing Industry,” to
celebrate March as Florida’s archeolo-
gy month March 19, 6:30 p.m., at the
Niceville Community Center, 205 N.
Partin Drive. The event is free and
open to the public and will be present-
ed by Nicole Bucchino. Contact 279-
4863 ex. 1504.

Gospel concert
The Niceville Christian Church

will host a gospel concert featuring
Lowell Mason, known as the world’s
smallest gospel singer, March 20, 6
p.m., at the church, on the
corner of John Sims
Parkway and Pine
Avenue, Niceville. He
will perform a variety of “Old Time”
songs. The concert is open to the pub-
lic and free, although an offering will
be received. 
Area job fair

The Northwest Florida State
College and University of West
Florida will host a career and job fair
March 20, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the joint
campus,1170 Martin Luther King
Blvd., Fort Walton Beach. Contact the
NWFSC Career Resource Center at
729-5227.
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
and PRESCHOOL, ELCA

Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. Liturgical, 10:30 a.m. Praise
Sunday School for all ages: 9:30am                  Nursery provided.
Wednesday Lenten Services: 7:00 p.m.

St. Paul Preschool now enrolling for Fall 2013.

1407 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville        Phone: 850-678-1298      
www.stpaulniceville.com

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN CHURCH
Sunday Morning Services
9 a.m. Traditional Spirit-filled Worship with Holy Communion

Nursery, ages 6 wks.-2yrs.; Sunday School, ages 2-7
11:01 a.m. Walk In…Worship
(Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion)

Nursery & Sunday School provided
Immanuel Anglican Youth
Wednesday Nights 6:30-8p.m. @ The Shed

Hang out; engage; worship; grow
www.iacdestin.org   “Pointing The Way To Jesus”

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin | Church Office: 850-837-6324

Ruckel student
places third 
Ruckel Middle School seventh grader
Eve Glenn placed third in the District 1
Regional Veteranʼs of Foreign Wars
Patriotʼs Pen Essay Contest Feb. 23.
She received a $100 prize and ceremoni-
al medals for her essay on “What I
would tell Americaʼs Founding Fathers.” 

Plew Elementary announced its 2013 Honor Choir members for the Twin Cities
Honor Choir Concert March 19 at Rocky Bayou Christian Church, Niceville. 

Plew choir chosen

Northwest Florida State College Collegiate High was
named champions of the Cox Communication-Okaloosa
School District Academic Tournament Feb. 26. The team
from left: Danielle Trotman, Matthew Crabtree, Alex Russ
and Braden Corkum. Not pictured is John Chapman.

Collegiate Cox
Tourney champs

The Cox Communications-
Okaloosa School District
Academic Tournament held its
semi-final round Feb. 19 in the
media center at
Choctawhatchee High School. 

The Niceville High School
Academic Team beat
Choctawhatchee High School
235 to 200 and advanced to the
championship round against the
Northwest Florida State College
Collegiate High School Feb. 26. 

Collegiate beat Niceville 195
to 175 in the final round and

was named the 2013
Cox/Okaloosa Schools
Academic Tournament champi-
ons.

Amanda Brady and Justin
Reichard coached the Niceville
High School team: captain
Sabrina Valenti, Alex Fager,
Ciara Ordner, Tory Marks and
Georgia Pearce. 

De Cook coached the
Collegiate team: captain
Matthew Crabtree, Braden
Corkum, Alex Russ, Danielle
Trotman and John Chapman.

Ruckel chorus concert
The Ruckel Middle School Chorus will perform a fundraising concert, “Sweet Sounds,” March 14,
6:30 p.m., at the school gymnasium, Niceville. Admission is $5 per person.

First  Baptis t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm



Paris, you can bet Facebook
will feature video of our
singers performing in Notre 
Dame, outside the Louvre and

on the steps of the Paris Opera
House,” Dye said. “The thing to
remember is that our group is a
portable concert just looking
for a place to perform. As long
as we have a pitch pipe, we can
organize our choir and be per-

forming in less than a minute.”
The cost for each traveler

was $3,850. Every dollar spent
on the tour was provided by the
traveler, either out-of-pocket or
through smaller fundraising
efforts, Dye said.
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Pack 52
plants
tree
Three Pack 52 Tiger
Scouts from Valparaiso
planted a tree at Rocky
Bayou Baptist Church
Feb. 14 for their service
project. 

2006 Fisher boat. 16ʼ,
50hp Mercury motor.
Like new bimini top.
Ready to go. Asking
$6,500.  Call 218-5253

Kenʼs Gas Piping is
taking applications for
dependable helper in the
gas piping field.
Construction experience
a plus. Valid driverʼs
license and reliable
transportation preferred.
Will train. For more
information call 897-
4149.

Newspaper Delivery
Earn extra cash of $45 to
$140 or more each week
in your spare time! The
Bay Beacon seeks a reli-
able independent con-
tractor to insert, bag, and
deliver newspapers
Tuesday night.  You must
be over 21 and have a
reliable vehicle, a good
driving record, a Florida
driverʼs license, and
proof of current liability
insurance.  No collecting
duties.  Earnings vary
according to route and
work load.  Stop by the
Bay Beacon for an infor-
mation sheet and to fill
out an application. The
Beacon 1181 E. John
Sims Parkway, Niceville
•  678-1080

Nice 2/2 duplex,
Niceville, W/D, close to
schools and bases,
$745/mo., $745. deposit,
Small pets ok, Military
discount, 699-4011.

UPSCALE
LUXURY HOMES

Repo Prestigious,
upscale homes &
condoʼs between $50K
to $2Mil. Free list with
pictures. www.okaloosa
waltonhomeinfo.com or
Free recorded message
1-866-234-3321 #1049

*Own A Larger Home
because Iʼll Buy your
present one for cash*.
www.okaloosawalton
homeinfo.com or Free
recorded message 1-
866-234-3321 ID#1045.

We will loan you $500.00
to $5000.00 Cash On
The Spot! We pay the
most for Diamond &
Gold! US Gold Pawn 700
Beal Pkwy. FWB. 850-
974-2462. Call Now!

Multi-family Yard Sale!
Too many items to list.
Saturday March 16. 7-
11am. St. Lawrence Dr.
South of Hwy 20 off
Lancaster.

Rosemont Baptist
Church, at the corner of
27th and Pine Streets in
Niceville, will be
sponsoring a community
yard sale on Saturday,
March 16th from 7am til
2pm.  There will be free
food, music and lots of
fun.

Looking for deals?
Check the classifieds
every Wednesday in the
Beacon.

Help Wanted

Boats for Sale

Homes for Rent

Yard Sales

Loans

Homes for Sale Office SpaceHomes for Sale Homes for Sale Homes for Sale

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!” CONVENIENT WAYS TO PLACE YOUR
BEACON CLASSIFIED AD!

Please write ad on form. Include phone number as part of ad.  Minimum charge $11.00*
for up to 10 words. Each additional word 20¢.  Attach more paper if needed.

MAIL:  Beacon Newspapers, 1181 E. John Sims Pwky., Niceville, FL 32578.
Please enclose check.
DROP IN:  The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Parkway East Shopping
Center  Office hours: 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. M-F.  After hours, use mail slot in our door.
E-MAIL:  Classified@baybeacon.com Type "Classified" in subject field.  (Do not include
credit card information. We will call you for credit card info.  $5 processing fee.)

BEACON CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
2:00 P.M. FRIDAY FOR WEDNESDAY

Name                                                              Phone                                              

Address                                                                                                                               

Ads are non-refundable. Please make checks payable to the Beacon Newspapers.

*Base price includes $5 weekly discount for walk-in or mail-in prepaid ads.

Beacon Newspapers, 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville, FL •  (850) 678-1080

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________
$11.00

_____________________
$11.60

_____________________
$12.20

_____________________
$12.80

_____________________
$13.40

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________
$11.20

____________________
$11.80

____________________
$12.40

____________________
$13.00

____________________
$13.60

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________
$11.40

____________________
$12.00

____________________
$12.60

____________________
$13.20

____________________
$13.80

First Word

50% discount for additional weeks or papers. Check publications to publish ad:
Bay Beacon       (Number of weeks)              

Eglin Flyer         (Number of weeks)              

Hurlburt Patriot  (Number of weeks)              

Green Beret       (Number of weeks)              

Price of First Run ..............$                                

+ Price of subsequent runs ..$                                

= Total Price ..........................$                                

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Niceville 
Offices
500SF-
1,000SF

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

PRIME
WAREHOUSE

OR OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call

897-6464

Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.
Wishes You A

Call Us For All of Your Real Estate Needs.
(850) 678-5178

1821 John Sims Pkwy., Niceville, FL 32578
www.CarriageHills.com

REALTOR@CarriageHills.com

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$20.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!

HOME REPAIR

•Vinyl Siding, 
Soffit, & Fascia

•Screen Rooms
& Patio Covers

•Replace Rotten 
Wood & Screens

Lic# RX0066839585-9511

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair

& Maintenance
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Security Lighting
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Free Estimates
• Sheet Rock/Painting
• Exterior Wood &
Fence Repair

No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

• Security Lighting

25
Years

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

Bayou
Tree Service

PRESSURE WASHING

5%
DISCOUNT
for Military,

Senior, & First
Responders

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
CONCRETE WALKWAYS • DRIVE THROUGHS

RELIABLE SERVICE

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

app1@ymail.com
www.allpropowerwashing.com

FREE ESTIMATES
• Safe roof black streak removal
• Low-pressure roof cleaning
• Low-pressure house cleaning
• Wood, deck, & fence restoration
• Best service around • Lic & Ins.

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

PAINTING

Where quality makes the grade!

• Interior & Exterior
• Popcorn Removal
• Textured Ceilings
• Pressure Washing
• Licensed & Insured

A+ Professional

APlusProfessionalPaintingInc.com

Call today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!
(850) 225-0981

Locally owned
& operated

A+ Rating on
ANGIE'S LIST

Painting

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

John F
rey

Spectrum
 Painting

Commercial
Residential

FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
“Residing right here with you in Bluewater Bay”

897-0700 • Fax: 850-897-2626

Interior & Exterior Design
30 Years Work Experience

10 Years in Niceville & BWB

On Angieʼs List

LAWN CARE

• Landscape Maintenance
• Irrigation Checks & Repairs
• Landscape Renovation
• Landscape Design & Install
• And Much More!

850-830-8898

Locally Owned
and Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

Call
Us

Today!

IRRIGATION

Sprinkler System
Pump Replacement/Repair

New Installations
Extensions
Landscaping
Design
Free
Estimates

729-7110

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Drive-ways
Fencing

Dock
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

FITNESS TRAINER

Get into the
BEST SHAPE

of your life.
Call today and get
amazing results with
a certified trainer.

PERSONAL
TRAINING!

Call toll free
1-855-NEW-FIT-U

1 WEEK FREE!

TUTORING

PAINTING

Knock down
Interior & exterior
Pressure Washing

Small Sheet Rock Repair
19 YEARS EXPERIENCE
WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES

Associations Welcome
Licensed & Insured

Best Prices Around!

(850) 259-4168

DETAIL
PAINTING

DANCE CLASSES

ENROLL
TODAY!

678-3602
adancestudio.net

TREE SERVICE

Country Roads
Tree Service

“We cut so you don’t have to”

• Tree removal,
trimming, & thinning

• Storm damage clean up
• 24-Hour

Emergency Service
• Fully Licensed/Insured
• Call today for a

Free Estimate!
Ask for Joe
the Tree Man!

(850)
461-7170

Residential/Commercial

PAINT / WALLPAPER

EMERALD
COAST DESIGNS
Paint & Wallpaper

Female Owned
& Operated
to Perfection

K. Smith

25 years
experience~Licensed

Insured

(8
50

)

598-4999

POOL / LAWN

Call for a FREE Quote: (850) 333-0650
www.southlandpoolandlawn.com

• Pool cleaning starting at $90/mo.
• Equipment repairs 
• Landscaping & lawn maintenance

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICES

We do the work, soWe do the work, so
YOU CAN RELAX!YOU CAN RELAX!

LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn &

Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Call RJ:
(850) 699-1617
Licensed & Insured

Advertise in
AT YOUR
SERVICE

LET THE 
COMMUNITY KNOW
YOUR BUSINESS.

The Bay Beacon,
The Eglin Flyer,

The Hurlburt Patriot
& The Green Beret

(850) 678-1080

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

CHORUS
From page B-1

The Niceville High School
European Singers will per-
form four scheduled concerts
in Europe while visiting his-
torical landmarks during its
2013 European Tour March
22-April 1.



The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992
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Family Dental Care
Compassionate Personalized Care
Restore Your Smile, Keep Your Schedule

Beautiful
Smiles

Begin Here

CEREC delivers top quality restorations in one
visit, so you can get back to what matters most.

SameDay Crowns

Complimentary Second Opinion
(Includes Free X-Ray, D0220, D9310)

• Comprehensive Family Care
• Advanced Sterilization Techniques
• Luma Arch Whitening - In Office
• Cosmetic Veneers/Bonding
• Preventative Dentistry
• Custom Crowns/ Bridges
• Implant Restoration
• Gentle Nitrous Oxide
• Digital X-Rays

CONVENIENT SCHEDULING
Monday - Thursday 7:30am-5:30pm

Friday: Closed

Ralf P. Zapata, DDS Thomas Grant, DMD

We Welcome New Patients & Emergencies

729-1223
www.nicevillefamilydentalcenter.com

908 S. Palm Blvd., Niceville

c Massage
c Facials
c Speciality Nail Arts
c Waxing

(Eyebrows, Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 14 years!

Gift Certificates Available

DAY SPA

Little League
season opens
The Niceville Valparaiso Little
League season began Saturday as
4-to-12-year-old players took the
field for the first games of this year.
This yearʼs season includes 66
teams, up from 62 teams from last
year. Participation this year is at 812
players, 10 more than last year. The
season runs through mid-June.

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith

The 2013 Rocky Bayou
Christian School Lady
Knights softball team
sits at a record of 4-0-1.
From left: back row; Liz
Gadzinski, Coach
Eaves, Casey Orr,
Hannah Barber, Rachel
Mosley, Morgan Milam,
Claire Gunter, Maria
Denbow, Coach Ring,
Coach Holcomb, front
row; Mariah Colvin,
Keegan McSheehy,
Samantha Holcomb,
Kaylee Orr, Meredith
Milam, Alicyn Grete,
Rebecca Hancock,
Amber Grete.

Photo by Lisa Downing

Lady Knights dominate the competition

The Rocky Bayou Christian
School Lady Knights softball
team opened its season Feb. 26
with a 3-0 win against Central
High School. Freshman pitcher
Sam Holcomb had 11 strike outs
and gave up three hits while
holding the Lady Jags scoreless.
Holcomb also was one for three
at the plate with a homerun.
Casey Orr was two for three at
the plate with two doubles.

On Feb. 28 the girls faced
Walton High School and came
away with a 6-2 victory behind
another strong performance
form Sam Holcomb in the circle.
She pitched 14 strikeouts and
gave up three hits. Morgan

Milam led the team offensively
going three for four.

At the Feb. 29 first district
contest against Maclay School
the girls came away with a 6-2
win behind a career high strike
out performance from Holcomb
who fanned 16 Maclay batters.
Casey Orr was one for three with
a home run and Sam Holcomb
was three for four at the plate.

The Lady Knights traveled to
Pensacola March 4 and shut out
Pensacola High School with a
10-0 victory. The girls had 11
hits, but the big blow came off
freshman Casey Orr's bat as she
smashed a grand slam over the
centerfield fence. Senior Rachel

Mosley was three for three and
freshman Sam Holcomb pitched
14 strike outs and gave up two
hits.

The girls faced off against
district rival North Florida
Christian March 5. In a classic
pitchers duel, the game was
called due to darkness with the
score tied 1-1. Sam Holcomb
threw a one hitter and struck out
15, but the Lady Knights offense
was shut down by junior pitcher
Lindsey Bert. The game had a
combined total of 31 strike outs
and one hit. Both teams scored
an unearned run. After five
games the Lady Knights are 4-0-
1.

678-6211 • 678-0099
M-F • 9:00 - 6:00

Closed Saturdays

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1970

1187 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

• Large selection of eyewear
• Get your glasses today, 

in most cases • Repairs
• Sun readers • Rec specs
• The newest in progressive 

lenses

Charles Henriott
Owner & Optician • 35 years experience

“Where there is no vision, the people perish”
–Proverbs 29:18

(850) 678-0099

We offer complete eye exams
along with a friendly,

knowledgeable staff ready to
assit you every step of the way.

EVERYTHING with EYEWEAR,
EVERYTHING with EYECARE at

Dr. Amanda Brenci, O.D.
Board Certified Optometrist

10U girls win championship
The Niceville High Intensity 10U Girls Softball team won the
“Break Out the Bats III” annual tournament 4-1 for their
division March 2, in Donalsonville, Ga. From left: front row,
Bailey Phillips, Emma Langston, Kelby Barfield, Michaela
Brocato, Mary Beloat, back row, Coach April Chapel,
Blakeleigh Eslinger, Lindsey Mayo, Mikhala Hampton, Hope
Summerlin, Kasey Seeling, Paige Ryleigh Whitaker and
Coach Scott Summerlin.

NHS track takes 5th
The Niceville High School

track team competed in the First
Annual Steven Garst Memorial
Track and Field Invitational
March 2. The team competed
against 15 schools from across
the Panhandle, with both the
boys and girls teams taking fifth
place.

In the face of the frigid
weather, the team still put forth
tremendous effort. The immense
team spirit and sportsmanship
was evident in the 1-2 finish of
the 1600 meter run when
Thomas Howell threw his arm
over Nick Morken’s shoulder as
they crossed the finish line
together. 

The NHS athletes that

secured top three placements
are: Hannah Schroeder, third
place in the triple jump with a

distance of 32-10.00; the girls
4x800 track team, Marsel
Mosley, Annie Serpa, Nickie
Anderson, and Drew
Haggerman, in second place
with a time of 10:29.63; the boys
4x800 track team, Thomas

Howell, Nick Morken, Jack
Massey, and Tripp Davis, in first
place with a time of 8:24.13;
Aubrey West, third place in the
100 meter dash with a time of
13:28; Marsel Mosley, first place
in the 1600 meter run with a time
of 5:26.92; Thomas Howell, first
place in the 1600 meter run with
a time of 4:36.26 and first in the
3200 meter run with a time of
9:37.44; Nick Morken second in
the 1600 meter run with a time of
4:36.27 and first in the 800 meter
run with a time of 2:04.99; the
girls 4x400 team, Marsel
Mosley, Katelyn Friesen, Nickie
Anderson and Drew Haggerman
placed third with a time of
4:32.87.

14U Eagles win tourney
The Niceville 14U Traveling Eagles won the All-Star Productionʼs March Madness Tournament
March 2-3, in Pace. From left, front row: Devin Hemenway, Austin Lawniczak, Brandon Edelman,
Drew Grandgenett, Brady Smith, back row, Coach David Smith, Logan Taylor, Tyler Russell, Judd
Barth, Jacob Jenkins, Christian Huff, Nick Hazama and Manager/Coach Rod Taylor.

Stemm Academy to receive F100 engine
By Anna Kavanaugh
Beacon Staff Writer

The Okaloosa Stemm
Academy will receive an F100 jet
engine donated from the U.S. Air
Force 331st Recruiting Squadron
at Maxwell-Gunter Annex Air
Force Base March 15, according
to Stemm director Rick Soria.

There will be a ribbon cutting
ceremony at 2 p.m. in the
school’s cafeteria, Valparaiso,
unveiling the engine. CDR Joel
Tessier, commander of the 33rd
Maintenance Squadron at Eglin
Air Force Base, will speak to stu-

dents before the ceremony. 
The academy plans to show

how engines work in its curricu-
lum with the jet engine. The elec-
tric motor engine, coated in a

plastic casing with cutouts, will
be plugged into the wall where
students and visitors will be able
to see all the pieces turning in the
engine, Soria said. 

The Okaloosa
S T E M M
Academy will
receive an F100
jet engine donat-
ed from the U.S.
Air Force March
15 in the
schoolʼs cafete-
ria, Valparaiso.


