
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

Landscaping companies made
suggestions to improve the look
of Bluewater Bay during a recent
public forum.

The Bluewater Bay Municipal
Services Benefit Unit (MSBU), a
taxing district that maintains the
appearance of common areas of
Bluewater Bay, hosted a land-
scaping workshop Feb. 22.  

The workshop meeting was
scheduled by the MSBU to gather

information and ideas about how
to improve the overall appearance
of the Bluewater Bay community.
No decisions were made, but
ideas advanced at the workshop
are expected to be discussed at
future MSBU meetings, such as
the one scheduled for March 12.

The workshop began with a
slide presentation from Jason
Connor, a representative of the
ValleyCrest Landscape
Companies. 

Connor showed slides of work

his firm, a national company
which is based in California and
has an office in Santa Rosa
Beach, has done at other planned
communities similar to Bluewater
Bay.  ValleyCrest was an unsuc-
cessful bidder for the MSBU's
current landscape-maintenance
contract.

Connor said that while he did
not wish to throw stones at the
hard work done by other land-
scaping companies in Bluewater
Bay, his company could offer

ideas that would enhance the
“curb appeal” of Bluewater Bay,
and help local residents “to be
happy where you live.”

Connor said some of the land-
scaping designs and street signs
in the Bluewater Bay area are
aging and that their deteriorating
appearance could reduce local
home values. He suggested that
current wooden street signs could
be replaced by more durable
signs such as concrete or brick
monuments or by making use of

landscaping features to elevate or
protect signs against damage
from lawn mowing equipment
and other sources. 

Connor also said that local turf
could be helped to grow and
maintain its appearance through
better use of water and fertilizers,
which could be planned by his
company. He also recommended
that steps be taken to remove
such eyesores as ant mounds,
deadwood, and other debris from
landscape areas. Connor also sug-

gested adding what he called a
“third rotation” of seasonal color
to Bluewater Bay through the
planting of colorful flowers and
shrubs in local flower beds.

Connor’s slide show was the
only formal presentation from
any landscaper or company at the
workshop. However, some other
landscapers did speak up with
ideas of their own. Hank Bruns,
for example, mentioned that he 

By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

Firefighters will be able to
respond better to waterfront fires
and other emergencies on area
waterways, thanks to a new fire-
boat operated by Niceville Fire
Department Feb. 27.

Niceville Fire Chief Tommy
Mayville said the boat, a 27-foot
Brunswick Boston Whaler, can
fight blazes by pulling up to
structures or vessels from the
water side.  

Mayville said the boat has an
intake pump that can shoot water
from the bay through hoses at
1,200 gallons per minute, nearly
the rate of a fire engine.

According to Mayville, the
boat would also respond to air
crashes in the bay.

Before Feb. 27, the only fire
agency near Choctawhatchee Bay
to have a proper fireboat was the
Destin Fire Control District,

By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer 

The Okaloosa County
Commission will hear a request
at its April 16 meeting for a
notice of proposed change to the
Bluewater development of region-
al impact (DRI) by the Bluewater
Resort to change four of the
resort's golf holes to land for resi-
dential development.

According to Terry Jernigan,
Okaloosa County planning man-
ager, the commission will decide
whether the proposed change
constitutes a substantial deviation
from the original development
plan, and then decide whether to
approve it.

Jernigan said a decision that
the change does not constitute a
substantial deviation does not

necessarily mean an approval of
the plan. 

"They could decide it's not a
substantial deviation and still give
it the thumbs down," Jernigan
said. 

Jernigan said the West Florida
Regional Planning Council and
the state's Department of
Economic Opportunity (formerly
the Department of Community

Affairs) have also received sub-
missions from the resort and will
also decide whether the proposed
change is a substantial deviation. 

If the county determines the
change does not constitute a sub-
stantial deviation and the
Department of Economic
Opportunity does, the issue
would be sent for review to
the state's Land and Water

Adjudicatory Committee, consist-
ing of Gov. Rick Scott and his
cabinet.

Jernigan said DRIs are gov-
erned by a different statute than
normal zoning changes, and thus
the change will not go before the
Okaloosa County Planning
Commission.    

By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

A nurse at a Bluewater Bay
nursing and rehabilitation facility
was arrested after she was caught
with over 100 pills intended for
residents of the facility, according
to Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office
reports.

Renee Lorraine Stern, 32, of
229 Limestone Circle, Crestview,
was arrested by sheriff's deputies
Feb. 24 on charges of petit theft, two counts of posses-
sion of a prescription drug without a prescription and
two counts of trafficking opium or a derivative, accord-
ing to the sheriff's reports, which gave the following
account:

Duane Gallagher, administrator of the Manor at 
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Nurse charged
with stealing
patients’ pills

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

A parade of Okaloosa County officials and contrac-
tors testified Monday before the Florida Legislature’s
Joint Legislative Auditing Committee (JLAC) in
Tallahassee during the panel's second hearing regarding
the Okaloosa County Tourist Development Council
scandal of 2012. 

Each witness explained his role in relation to the
TDC and said that he was not responsible for any mis-
conduct connected
with deceased TDC
director Mark
Bellinger’s theft of
county funds.  It was
the third time in recent weeks that the JLAC has sum-
moned Okaloosa County officials to testify on events
surrounding the looting of hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars from county coffers.

One of the first witnesses was Warren Gourley, a
member of the TDC's governing board. He said that
TDC board members were volunteers who served mere-
ly in an advisory role, and that votes taken during their 

Officials deny blame
in TDC scandal

Landscapers offer ideas to spruce up BWB

Wednesday, 3-4 p.m.

Learn how to check
out eBooks and audio
books with your Nook in
a free Nook workshop
at the Niceville Public
Library.

Thursday, 1:30 p.m.

Bring the kids and
enjoy popcorn at an
early release movie day
featuring “Wreck it
Ralph” at the Valparaiso
Community Library. 

Friday, 6-8 p.m. 
Enjoy food from local

restaurants at the Child
Care Services annual
“Taste of the Bayou”
and charity auction
fundraiser at St. Mary
Church, Fort Walton
Beach. 

Saturday, 6-9 p.m.

Support the Rocky
Bayou Christian School
at its Burgers and Bids
silent auction to benefit
its scholarship and finan-
cial aid programs at the
Destin United Methodist
Church. 

Monday, 6:30 p.m.

Hear the Liberty
University Wind
Ensemble in its spring
tour free concert at the
First Baptist Church of
Niceville. 

See Calendar, B-2.

COMING
UP

Newest fire
engine floats Niceville firefighters test the

pump and spout on a new fire
boat in Boggy Bayou off Lions
Park, Niceville, Friday.  The 27-
foot Boston Whaler, which will
be used to fight fires around
Choctawhatchee Bay, can
pump water in a 200-foot
stream at 1,200 gallons a
minute.

Beacon photo by Daniel Elsesser

Play ball!

Renee L. Stern

Plan to build on part of golf course eyed
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Saturday was opening day for 120 players of the Valparaiso-Niceville Girls Softball Association.  Ten
teams, divided into four leagues covering ages 5 to 18, faced off at the Niceville softball complex for their
first games of the 42nd season, which ends May 18.  Coaches helped girls in the dugout get ready to
take the field while parents and family members cheered from the stands.

2 accused in case, A-3.



Jernigan said if this change to
the DRI is approved April 16, the
resort will be able to sell the
development rights for the land.
Any future developer will then
have to draft more specific build-
ing plans, which will then have
to be reviewed only by the coun-
ty for permitting.

The resort is trying to sell
parts of its Magnolia golf course
in order to save the course as a
whole, according to Bluewater
Resort General Manager Tom
Hanks.  The proposal would
shorten, but not eliminate, the

nine-hole course.  The resorts
three other nine-hole courses
would be untouched.

Hanks said the number of
rounds played at the course has
dwindled in recent years due
largely to poor economy.  Hanks
said selling part of the land for
residential development is the
best way to cover the course's
general upkeep costs.

Steve Hall, a Destin attorney
representing the resort, said mul-
tiple-family housing will likely
be developed on the land current-
ly occupied by holes 6 and 7 of
the Magnolia course.  The sub-
mitted request, if approved,
would allow for this construction
and construction of single-family

homes on land currently occu-
pied by holes 4 and 9.  

Several Bluewater homeown-
ers have expressed opposition to
the proposed change, saying a
shortening of the golf course will
decrease property values of
houses that will no longer adjoin
the course.

Raimund Herden, a land
developer who was instrumental
in the creation of Bluewater Bay,
said even if the change to the
DRI is approved, the project will
be difficult to permit and thus
unattractive to potential develop-
ers.  

"This project is a stillborn
child," Herden said.  "It's dead
before its even started." 

PLAN
From page A-1

had helped work on the Highway
20 median in Bluewater Bay as
well as the Gleneagles II commu-
nity within Bluewater.

A representative of Emerald
Coast Nursery, Niceville, said
that Bluewater Bay is a beautiful
community but that it needs a
master plan and goals, especial-
ly for such things as street light-
ing and signage. She said

Bluewater Bay needs a consis-
tent concept in order to present
the best possible appearance.

A representative of Bayou
Lawn Services, Valparaiso,
Bluewater Bay’s current land-
scaping contractor, was present

at the meeting but did not give a
presentation.  

Bayou Lawn's taxpayer-
funded contract to care for the
landscape of common areas of
Bluewater Bay was renewed for
12 months in November by the

MSBU.  Unit costs in bids sub-
mitted by companies seeking
the annual contract remain
secret at the MSBU's behest,
despite requests that they be rec-
ognized as public documents.
Other parts of the bids were dis-
closed Feb. 12, five months after
the first of several requests by
the Beacon. 

The newly disclosed docu-
ments show the following bot-
tom-line bids, including options,
to perform landscape mainte-
nance at public expense in
Bluewater Bay for the fiscal
year that began Oct. 1:

—Dogwood Services Inc.,
Niceville: $189,667.

—Bayou Lawn Services,
Valparaiso: $176,106.

—ValleyCrest Landscape
Maintenance Inc., Santa Rosa
Beach: $271,845.

A number of Bluewater Bay
residents attended the Feb. 22
meeting. They asked questions
and offered suggestions of their
own. One resident said that
while Connor’s presentation
was impressive, she preferred to
maintain the many trees and
shaded areas that have become
characteristic of Bluewater Bay.

She also suggested more use of
native plants rather than annual
flowers in local flower beds.

Another resident said that he
prefers that Bluewater Bay pres-
ent a more wild or wilderness
appearance, rather than the man-
icured appearance found in such
places as Sandestin.

Yet another resident, howev-
er, said that while some areas in
Bluewater Bay should remain
wild, other specific areas need
good grooming to present a
good first impression to new-
comers and visitors.

Bluewater Bay resident and
professional golfer Rob Strano
said, “As a former tour pro, I
have seen the high and low end
of golf communities throughout
America.” Strano said the
Bluewater Bay should keep up
with the times and “Be an ‘A’
community versus a C-minus
community,” which he said
Bluewater Bay is now, in terms
of appearance. Strano said that
Bluewater Bay needs a plan in
order to “keep up with the
Joneses.”

No votes were taken or deci-
sions reached during the work-
shop. As the forum concluded,
some residents offered other
comments, such as one who
commended the MSBU board of
directors for the time and effort
they volunteer in helping to
maintain the community. 

Another resident asked the
MSBU board how much money
is actually spent each year on
landscaping in Bluewater Bay.
The board members replied that
this year’s landscaping budget is
about $285,000.

Another resident suggested
that Bluewater Bay’s appear-
ance can be improved through
better enforcement of communi-
ty covenants such as those that
forbid the parking of boats in
driveways or the presence of
cars under repair in people’s
front yards. Board members
replied that covenant enforce-
ment is not part of the MSBU’s
legal charter, and that people
with complaints about covenant
enforcement should contact
local lawyer Jerry Zivan, who
handles such matters within
Bluewater Bay.

MSBU board member Dale
Blanchard said that not all parts
of Bluewater Bay are under the
jurisdiction of the MSBU, and
that therefore, such areas cannot
be improved through its actions,
but must be maintained by their
private owners or homeowners
associations.  He told the
Beacon that an aging sign on
Bay Drive just east of Bluewater
Boulevard, pictured in the Feb.
20 issue of the newspaper, for
example, was not under the
MSBU’s control.

BWB
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c Massage
c Facials
c Speciality Nail Arts
c Waxing

(Eyebrows, Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 14 years!

Gift Certificates Available

DAY SPA

PROUDLY WELCOMES

Dr. Liz Clark (Dr. Milum)
AS SHE RETURNS TO THE EMERALD COAST!

4400 Highway 20 E—Suite 410 | Niceville/Bluewater Bay | Merchants Walk  | www.CoastalSkinSurgery.com

Call today for your appointment!

850‐654‐3376

We are proud to announce that Dr. Elizabeth A. Clark (known previously as
Dr. Liz Milum) will be joining Coastal Skin Surgery & Dermatology at our
new office in Niceville/Bluewater Bay! She welcomes ALL past and new
patients to her practice starting April 8th.

Skin Surgery 
& Dermatology

Elizabeth A. Clark, MD, FAAD
Board Certified DermatologistVOTED BEST

Dermatology Practice
on the Emerald Coast

Holes 4, 6, 7 and 9 of
the Magnolia golf
course at the
Bluewater Bay Resort
would be shortened to
create room for the
development of hous-
es and apartments,
according to a resort
proposal submitted
for government
approval.  The pro-
posed residential
areas are marked in
yellow.

Bluewater Resort

Charles Henriott, Optician
35 years experience  |  678-0099 • 678-6211
All doctors’ prescriptions filled • Welds & Repairs
Bi-Focals • Tri-Focals • Progressives • Sunglasses

Varilux • Hoya • Shamir • Zeiss

Do you
need
new

glasses?

Time to
visit us!

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1970

Make an appointment with Board-Certified
Optometrist, DR. AMANDA BRENCI
for a full comprehensive eye exam today!

“Where there is no vision, the people perish”
–Proverbs 29:18

(850) 678-8876

1187 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

Don’t take
your

eye
sight

for granted!

Family Dental Care
Compassionate Personalized Care
Restore Your Smile, Keep Your Schedule

Beautiful
Smiles

Begin Here

CEREC delivers top quality restorations in one
visit, so you can get back to what matters most.

SameDay Crowns

Complimentary Second Opinion
(Includes Free X-Ray, D0220, D9310)

• Comprehensive Family Care
• Advanced Sterilization Techniques
• Luma Arch Whitening - In Office
• Cosmetic Veneers/Bonding
• Preventative Dentistry
• Custom Crowns/ Bridges
• Implant Restoration
• Gentle Nitrous Oxide
• Digital X-Rays

CONVENIENT SCHEDULING
Monday - Thursday 7:30am-5:30pm

Friday: Closed

Ralf P. Zapata, DDS Thomas Grant, DMD

We Welcome New Patients & Emergencies

729-1223
www.nicevillefamilydentalcenter.com

908 S. Palm Blvd., Niceville



Fire chief concerned on taxes
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

The North Bay Fire
Commission on March 12 is
expected to hear more about a
draft “Master Plan Update” sub-
mitted by Fire Chief Joseph
Miller.

The master plan, said Miller
during a briefing to the elected
fire commissioners last month,
is a tool for drafting each year’s
annual budget, and is also a
planning guide for long-range
improvements to the North Bay
Fire District, such as planning
for purchasing and financing
new fire trucks, improvements
and major repairs to the fire sta-
tion, obtaining new equipment,
implementing new training and
personnel policies, and other
long-range planning.

In a briefing to the commis-
sion Feb. 12, Chief Miller
emphasized that the current
plan is only a draft. Miller
asked commissioners to review
the document prior to the March
12 commission meeting, and to

bring their own recommenda-
tions for changes and improve-
ments of the plan to that meet-
ing.

In his draft plan, Miller stat-
ed that the fire district has
reduced its property tax collec-
tions for the past several years,
pacing a decline in local proper-
ty values.  He implied that if the
current decline in property
value continues, it may soon be
necessary to either raise tax
rates or cut back on plans for
future improvements or services
provided by the fire district.

“Since FY 2007/08 when the
property values were
$1,092,932,446; property val-
ues have dropped
$225,708,995," Miller stated.
"At a 2.0 mil rate, that equates
to $415,418 in revenue lost for
the district. If this trend contin-
ues, adjustments may need to be
made to the budget and planned
upgrades to the fire station.”

North Bay's current millage
rate is 2.35.  Its tax rolls rose
less than 0.2 percent last year,

one of only two taxing jurisdic-
tions in Okaloosa County to
post an increase.

Miller also wrote that activi-
ty at the Navy-operated joint-
service Explosive Ordnance
Disposal School, located adja-
cent to the North Bay Fire
District, has steadily increased,
and that other local military
units such as the 33rd Fighter
Wing have seen an increase in
personnel and activity on Eglin
Air Force Base training and
bombing ranges. 

He said that North Bay has
been exploring the possibility
of obtaining the use of some
Eglin property as the location
of a new North Bay fire station,
“but due to the economic down-
turn, a new station may not be
feasible at this time.”

Miller also wrote that
increased traffic to and from the
Mid-Bay Bridge has added to
the number of vehicle accidents
the fire district responds to, and
that although new business
development within North Bay

adds to the amount of property
tax revenue available, it also
adds to the probability of fires
or other emergency calls as
more people come and go from
the new businesses.  

Miller also recommended
that the fire district add another
inspector to its staff, to help
keep up with the increased need
for fire inspections as new busi-
nesses are added to the commu-
nity.

Regarding other future
plans, Miller told commission-
ers that there may be an oppor-
tunity to purchase a new rescue
and pumper truck for North Bay
at a reduced price.  The
Jacksonville Fire Department is
purchasing 58 such trucks, so
North Bay may be able to “pig-
gyback” on Jacksonville’s large
order, thus sharing in the vol-
ume discount offered to
Jacksonville by the truck manu-
facturer. He said he will gather
more information and report
back to the fire commission at a
future meeting.
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Call or visit us

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive •  Niceville •  678-2514

The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville

LEE MULLIS, MD
• Over 25 Years Experience

• National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
• A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Lee Mullis, MD

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
• Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
• 15 Years Experience
•  A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

• CATARACTS                   
• DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •  (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •  (850) 682-5338

• GLAUCOMA 
• RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

-In memory of-

Mid-Bay Plaza, Bluewater Bay

897-4466

Ritz Salon

Since 1986
850-678-1593 •  Oak Creek Shopping Center •  Niceville

Mon.-Sat. 9-6  •  www.bayoubookcompany.com

Find SallyeAnder Soaps at

AN ECONOMICAL
ALTERNATIVE:
Why buy the bottle?
Why buy the water?
Did you know the
principle difference
between liquid shampoo
and your dish detergent
is the amount of water?

SallyeAnder shampoo bars are specially
formulated for your hair and scalp and
are enriched with essential oils and all
natural ingredients to soften, condition,
and moisturize your hair.

Mayville said. 
"They were taking on the brunt

of fire near the water," Mayville
said.  "Now we'll be able to take
on some of that workload."  

Mayville said that previously
Niceville used a small boat not
built for the purpose to fight blazes
near the water.  That boat used a
portable Honda pump that could
pull water from the bay at about
300 gallons a minute, one-quarter
the rate of the new boat.

The new boat, powered by two
Mercury 250-horsepower out-
board motors, cost $231,000.  It
was obtained through a port secu-
rity grant from the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security, according to Mayville.
He said the potential risk of the
Citgo fuel depot on Boggy Bayou
near Lions Park and the possibil-
ity of airplane crashes from Eglin
Air Force Base qualified the
department to receive the grant. 

Mayville said the boat will be
kept on a trailer at the firehouse
on North Partin Drive until the
department reaches an agreement

with Northern Light Marina for
storage.  He said the boat would
then be kept at the marina on a
lift, ready for quick deployment.

Mayville said the self-bailing
boat came with some advanced
features, including a side dive
hatch, radar and a depthfinder.

The boat will also carry emer-
gency-medical equipment,
Mayville said.  He said this
would help the department
respond to water-sports injuries

in a more timely and safe manner. 
Mayville hopes Niceville resi-

dents will go to the fire station to
look at the department's newest
piece of equipment. 

"I encourage the general pub-
lic to come by and look at it,"
Mayville said.  "It's their boat."  

Niceville firefighters took out
the boat on a training run in
Boggy Bayou Friday, spouting
water perhaps 200 feet into the
air.

Mayville named several fires
that could have been handled bet-
ter had the new boat been on
hand, including an April 2012
sailboat fire at the dock of
Giuseppi's Wharf.  Niceville fire-
fighters were hindered in
responding to that blaze because
of a broken hydrant.  A fire hose
brought to bear by a crewmen on
a tugboat that happened to be
nearby was credited with saving
other vessels from the flames.

NEWEST
From page A-1

Choose Baywalk, you deserve the best!
4566 Hwy 20E, Ste. 104 • Niceville • www.baywalk2.com

MAGNOLIA PLANTATION—Gated
Community. Lakefront Executive
Home! OPEN and SPACIOUS. 12ʼ
ceilings, Hardwood flooring,
Plantation Shutters, Custom Maple
Cabinets, Side Entry, oversized
Garage with Golf Cart Entrance.
4/3, 2,832 Sq. Ft. $485,900.

VALPARAISO – CHICAGO AVE:
Kitchen updated with new cabinets
and counter tops 2011. Ideal
Investment. Property close to Eglin
AFB. 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1100
Sq. Ft. $92,500.

ROCKY BAYOU RARE FIND!
2998 sq ft. 4 Bed, 3.5 Baths. All
brick home. Formal dining, large
kitchen with breakfast bar, family
room, living room, bonus room
upstairs. Side load garage. Many
extras. $395,000.

SHALIMAR – GATED COMMUNITY Short
Sale! Gunite Pool Overlooking Bay.
Gorgeous View from Great Room, Kitchen
and Private Enclosed Balcony Off Master
Bedroom. Beautiful Home! 3 Bed, 2/1
Bath. 2,921 Sq. Ft. $550,000.

DRIFTWOOD ESTATES – MUST SEE!
Granite Kitchen Counters, Manufactured
Hardwood Floors in Living area, Dining
Room and Halls. 18” porcelain tile in
kitchen, entry, laundry and both
bathrooms. Screened in porch. 4/2. 2,320
Sq. Ft. $299,000.

CRYSTAL BEACH - Located in Sovereign
Isle, Most Desirable Area of Community.
3/2, Unique Florida cottage, Custom Built.
Community Pool with Koi Ponds and
Fountains. $350,000.

NEED SOMEONE TO WORK
THROUGH YOUR SHORT SALES
WITH YOU?  CALL JANE

CALL 
Jane Rainwater:
(850) 897-1101
1-888-390-4450

PENDING

Bluewater Bay, 1500 White Point
Road, reported he had reason to
believe Stern, a registered nurse
employed by the Manor, had been
stealing prescription medication
intended for patients.

According to the sheriff's
report, Gallagher called police
after he watched surveillance

footage.  Gallagher confronted
Stern, and she confessed, accord-
ing to the report.  

Stern allegedly provided a
deputy a sworn statement admit-
ting to the offense.

According to the deputy's
report, Stern said she took the pills
because of pain she had from sur-
gery.   

A deputy found Stern was in
possession of 126 pills intended

for various patients at the Manor.
The pills were three pills later
identified as Lorazepam, 74 pills
later identified as acetaminophen
and hydrocodone bitartrate, 46
pills later identified as oxycodone
hydrochloride, and three pills later
identified as Alprazolam.  The
drugs were worth an estimated
$82.

Stern's required court appear-
ance is scheduled April 9. She

was booked Feb. 24 at the
Okaloosa County jail on a
$53,500 bond for the stated
charges, and was released Feb. 25. 

Gallagher told the Beacon that
all patients eventually received the
intended medication. 

Gallagher said he called the
sheriff's office after he noticed
medication missing. 

Gallagher said Stern is no
longer employed at the Manor.

NURSE
From page A-1

Two accused in TDC case
By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

A Destin man was charged
with grand theft in connection
with the Okaloosa County
Sheriff's Office's investigation
of the misuse of Tourist
Development Council (TDC)
funds by former TDC Director
Mark Bellinger.  The sheriff's
office has issued a second
grand theft warrant for a
Pennsylvania resident.

Nathan Bert Gerald Wilson,
39, of 4201 Two Trees Road

Apt. 1617, Destin, was arrested
by sheriff's deputies March 4
on a charge of grand theft,
according to a sheriff's report,
which gave the following
account:

Between Jan. 1 to March 1,
2012, Wilson's ex-wife applied
for $47,450 in TDC funds to
finance marketing and permit-
ting for Destin relay race which
was to be held Nov. 8 to Nov.
11, 2012.  According to the
sheriff's office, the race never
occurred.  

T h e
e v e n t
r e c e i v e d
$12,000 in
f u n d i n g ,
$7,000 of
which was
paid to
Wilson and
his ex-wife
in June
2012.  The
$7,000 has
not been remitted to the county. 

A warrant for grand theft

was also issued for Robert
Boudreau, 84, of 550 Plains
Church Road, Penn., according
to a sheriff's report.

Boudreau, the music direc-
tor for the American Wind
Symphony Orchestra, allegedly
received $25,000 for a concert
or concerts to be held in
Okaloosa County June 2012,
according to the report.
According to the sheriff's
office, no concerts took place,
and the money has not been
remitted to the county.   

Nathan B. G.
Wilson

A makeshift rescue boat, left,
equipped with a portable pump
has been supplanted by a
$231,000, 27-foot fireboat, back-
ground, at the Niceville Fire
Department.

Beacon photo
by Daniel Elsesser



Arrests
Miranda Lee Murphy, unem-

ployed, 30, of 626 W. John Sims
Parkway, Niceville, was arrested
by Niceville police on a charge
of battery for an incident which
allegedly occurred Jan. 28.  

An officer responded to the
Subway restaurant at 900 S.
Palm Blvd., Niceville, in refer-
ence to an assault report.  A man
reported that a woman later
identified as Murphy punched
him three times in the face
inside the restaurant.  

Murphy allegedly admitted
to hitting the man, filling out a
voluntary statement to that
effect. 

***
Bradley Neil Beck, 30, at

large, was arrested by Niceville
police Feb. 26 on a charge of
possession of a controlled sub-
stance without a prescription,
possession of marijuana less
than 20 grams and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Two officers found Beck in a
bedroom in a residence on the
500 block of 27th Street,
Niceville, while conducting an
investigation with a representa-
tive of the Florida Department
of Children and Family
Services.  

The owner of the residence
said she did not know Beck was
there.  An officer searched Beck
and found a tube in his front
pocket.  The tube contained a
blue pill which poison control
later confirmed was 10 mg
hydrocodone and 650 mg aceta-
minophen, and one white pill
which poison control later con-
firmed as 2 mg clonazepam.  

Officers also found a ciga-
rette pack containing what a
field test confirmed was mari-
juana, and a pipe.  On Beck's
person, officers also found a
clear plastic tube with two cof-
fee filters packed into it.

Beck's required court
appearance is scheduled April
9. 

***
A 17-year-old Niceville girl

was arrested by Niceville police
Feb. 22 on a charge of simple
battery domestic violence.

The girl's required court
appearance is scheduled March
27.  

***
Jason Michael Willman, a

building maintenance worker,
23, of 168 Live Oak St.,
Niceville, was arrested by
Valparaiso police Feb. 26 on a
charge of battery.

Willman allegedly struck
someone on the side of the face
with a closed fist. 

Willman's required court
appearance is scheduled March
19.  

***
Margaret Elizabeth

Thornton, 43, of 393 Lincoln
Ave., Valparaiso, was arrested
by Valparaiso police Feb. 24 on
a charge of battery domestic
violence.  

Thornton allegedly struck
someone in the face, breaking
their glasses and causing lacera-
tions.  She also allegedly
slapped a separate person.  

Thornton's required court
appearance is scheduled March
19.  

***
Alexander Peter Laurent, a

construction company owner,
38, of 1651 18th St., Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff's
deputies Feb. 26 on a charge of
battery domestic violence.  

Laurent allegedly grabbed
someone by the shoulders and
pushed her into a chair, and
when another person attempted
to intervene, Laurent pushed
that person over a chair, knock-
ing over a table.    

Laurent's required court
appearance is scheduled March
19. 

***
Tonya Marie Pratt, a nursing

assistant, 42, of 915 Linden
Ave., Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies Feb. 24 on a
charge of battery domestic vio-

lence.  
Someone reported Pratt

struck him twice in the face with
what he believed to be her keys. 

Pratt's required court appear-
ance is scheduled March 19.

***
Miles Orrin Van Eaton, a

convenience store employee, 26,
of 114 Oak Shores Drive,
Niceville, was arrested by sher-
iff's deputies Feb. 22 on a charge
of driving while license sus-
pended third or subsequent
offense.  

Van Eaton's required court
appearance is scheduled March
26. 

***

DUI arrests
Brian A. Showalter, 52, of

1638 Stevens Ave., Louisville,
Ky., was arrested by
Valparaiso police for DUI at
S.R. 397 at Old Highway 10,
Valparaiso, Feb. 23 at 8:05
p.m.

Showalter was also cited for
unlawful speed and driving
with an open container of an
alcoholic beverage.  

Showalter's required court
appearance is scheduled
March 12.  

***
Cherie Marie Watson, 37, of

5254 Kimp Road, Crestview,
was arrested by Niceville
police for DUI at S.R. 20 at
Bayshore Drive, Niceville,
Feb. 24 at 12:35 a.m.  

Watson was also cited for
unlawful speed.  

Watson's required court
appearance is scheduled
March 19.  

***
Mary Darlene Nieves, 50,

of 327 Evergreen Ave.,
Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies for DUI at

509 Harbor Blvd., Destin, Feb.
20 at 12:04 a.m.

Nieves' required court
appearance is scheduled March
12.

Thefts
Niceville police received a

call Feb. 22 reporting an
unknown person stole an
unspecified amount of money
from the Coke machine at
Building C of Northwest Florida
State College at 100 E. College
Blvd. 

***
The owner of the business at

96 John Sims Parkway,
Valparaiso, reported Feb. 18 an
unknown person stole approxi-
mately $2,000 to $3,000 of
coins from his store.  

The complainant reported the

door to his business had been
opened by what appeared to be a
pry bar.

***
A Valparaiso resident of the

200 block of Chicago Avenue
reported Feb. 21 an unknown
person had used her credit card
from Nov. 8 to Feb. 4 to make
several fraudulent charges and
cash withdrawals totaling
$8,135.01.

The purchases included a
$268.65 purchase at Publix in
Fort Walton Beach Jan. 30 and a
$401.68 purchase at Walmart in
Fort Walton Beach Feb. 2.  

The complainant said she did
not realize she hadn't been
receiving credit card statements
from the credit card company
because she had been recovering
from illness. 

Fire Department Reports

The East Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls during the month of
February, 2013.

Street                                     Situation                                    Date                     Time
18th Street .............................Vehicle accident.........................2/1/13..................01:05 PM
Patti Cove..............................EMS call .....................................2/4/13..................03:00 AM
Partin Drive............................Aircraft standby..........................2/4/13..................08:31 AM
Highway 20 E........................Unintentional transmission........2/4/13..................09:36 AM
48th Street .............................EMS call .....................................2/6/13..................05:04 AM
48th Street .............................Good intent call..........................2/6/13..................05:46 PM
17th Tee Cove.......................EMS call .....................................2/7/13..................04:24 PM
48th Street .............................EMS call .....................................2/7/13..................05:49 PM
48th Street .............................Medical assist ............................2/7/13..................09:41 PM
Edgewater Dr. .......................EMS call .....................................2/10/13................12:17 AM
Valparaiso Blvd......................Public service assist ..................2/10/13................06:59 AM
N. Partin Dr............................Heat from short circuit ...............2/10/13................10:16 AM
Sycamore Ave.......................EMS call .....................................2/10/13................08:59 PM
Bay Drive...............................Dispatched & cancelled ............2/11/13 ................06:18 AM
White Point Rd. .....................Dispatched & cancelled ............2/11/13 ................06:22 AM
Redwood Ave........................EMS call .....................................2/12/13................06:20 AM
Bayshore Dr...........................EMS call .....................................2/17/13................03:23 PM
Martinique Cove....................Smoke detector activation.........2/18/13................10:28 AM
Redwood Ave........................EMS call .....................................2/21/13................12:15 PM
45th Street .............................EMS call .....................................2/21/13................12:29 PM
Sycamore Ave.......................EMS call .....................................2/22/13................07:26 AM
E. Dominica Cir. ....................EMS call .....................................2/23/13................12:49 AM
SR 85 N.................................Building fire ................................2/24/13................11:26 AM
Kathleen Ct............................Ligntning strike...........................2/24/13................09:55 PM
Wren Way..............................Lightning strike...........................2/24/13................11:19 PM
E. John Sims Pkwy. ..............EMS call .....................................2/27/13................07:44 AM
23rd Street.............................EMS call .....................................2/28/13................09:36 AM
Golf Course Dr. .....................Detector activation.....................2/28/13................11:01 AM

Visit our website at www.enfd.net.

East Niceville

NicevillePolice Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 
to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments,

the Okaloosa County and Walton County sheriffʼs offices, other
law-enforcement agencies, and the Okaloosa County and

Walton County jails.

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls from February 25, 2013
through March 03, 2013. 
0 Structure Fire 20 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 1 Vehicle Crash 
1 Other Fire 0 Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 2 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 0 Hazardous Conditions

STREET SITUATION DATE TIME
S. Palm Blvd......................................Medical .......................2/26/13 .........................08:51
Nathey Ave. .......................................Medical .......................2/26/13 .........................08:58
Redwood Ave....................................Medical .......................2/27/13 .........................07:31
E. John Sims Pkwy. ..........................Medical .......................2/27/13 .........................07:43
Cape Lane.........................................Medical .......................2/28/13 .........................07:12
Camellia Place ..................................Cancelled....................2/28/13 .........................18:23
Coral Drive.........................................Medical .......................2/28/13 .........................23:34
29th Street .........................................Medical .......................3/1/13............................00:21
Perdido Circle....................................Vehicle fire ..................3/1/13............................07:23
N. Partin Dr........................................Medical .......................3/1/13............................08:05
Linden Ave.........................................Medical .......................3/1/13............................12:30
Juniper Ave........................................Medical .......................3/1/13............................13:02
Juniper Ave........................................Service call .................3/1/13............................17:24
E. John Sims Pkwy. ..........................Medical .......................3/2/13............................02:50
Bahia Vista Dr....................................Medical .......................3/2/13............................04:38
N. Partin Dr........................................Medical .......................3/2/13............................05:34
21st Street .........................................Medical .......................3/2/13............................13:24
N. Partin Dr........................................Medical .......................3/2/13............................20:56
N. Partin Dr........................................Medical .......................3/3/13............................01:13
Evans Street......................................Medical .......................3/3/13............................04:18
Camillia Place....................................Medical .......................3/3/13............................05:14
N. Partin Dr........................................Medical .......................3/3/13............................05:37
E. John Sims Pkwy. ..........................Medical .......................3/3/13............................07:37
E. John Sims Pkwy. ..........................Vehicle crash..............3/3/13............................14:51

Weekly Safety Tip:  Check lamps and ceiling fixtures to make sure wiring is intact.  If an
appliance smokes or smells, turn it off immediately.  Examine electrical cords before
use and replace any that are frayed or cracked.  Donʼt overload electrical outlets.
Like the Niceville Fire Department on Facebook   

North Bay
The North Bay Fire Department responded to the following calls from February 25,
2013 through March 03, 2013.

Street Situation Date Time
Hickory St. .................................Public assist ..........................2/25/13 .....................01:31
N. White Point Rd. ....................EMS call ................................2/25/13 .....................08:01
Cedar St.....................................Assist invalid..........................2/25/13 .....................08:38
St. Joseph Cove........................No incident found..................2/25/13 .....................09:12
S. Turnberry Cove.....................EMS call ................................02/25/13 ...................10:16
Cedar St.....................................Assist invalid..........................02/25/13 ...................11:06
E. Hwy. 20 .................................EMS call ................................2/25/13 .....................12:54
Range Rd. .................................EMS call ................................2/25/13 .....................13:04
N. White Point Rd. ....................EMS call ................................2/25/13 .....................13:58
N. White Point Rd. ....................EMS call ................................2/25/13 .....................18:18
Blue Pine Ln. .............................EMS call ................................2/25/13 .....................19:14
Hwy. 20/Klaus Conrad Dr. ........Medical ..................................2/25/13 .....................20:10
N. White Point Rd. ....................EMS call ................................2/26/13 .....................01:02
Highway 20................................Medical ..................................2/26/13 .....................09:37
BW Blvd/Hwy. 20 ......................Vehicle accident ....................2/26/13 .....................16:56
John Sims Pkwy........................Medical ..................................2/27/13 .....................07:49
Ida Coon Cir ..............................Medical assist........................2/27/13 .....................20:07
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical ..................................2/28/13 .....................01:30
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical ..................................2/28/13 .....................22:50
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical ..................................2/28/13 .....................23:33
Perdido Circle............................Fire in motor home ...............3/1/13........................07:29
Partin Dr.....................................Dispatched & cancelled........3/1/13........................08:06
White Point Rd. .........................Medical ..................................3/1/13........................13:47
Mainsail Dr.................................Dispatched & cancelled........3/1/13........................15:02
Calinda Lane .............................Dispatched & cancelled........3/1/13........................15:24
SR 293.......................................Vehicle accident ....................3/1/13........................18:41
Parkside Cir. ..............................Public assist ..........................3/2/13........................01:04
Fairway Lakes Dr. .....................Medical ..................................3/3/13........................05:49
Bay Drive ...................................Dispatched & cancelled........3/3/13........................11:57
Cat Mar Rd. ...............................Medical ..................................3/3/13........................12:43
Shadow Ln. ...............................Medical assist........................3/3/13........................22:29

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

The Valparaiso Volunteer Fire Department responded to the following calls during the
month of February:

Location Situation Date Time
Judith Dr.......................................Fall ...................................2/2/13 .............................14:53
Andrews Dr..................................Back pain ........................2/2/13 .............................19:06
Glendale Ave...............................Sick call ...........................2/3/13 .............................10:39
Trevor Dr......................................Sick call ...........................2/4/13 .............................11:25
Government Ave. ........................Unconscious ...................2/5/13 .............................21:16
Adams Ave. .................................Traumatic injury ..............2/6/13 .............................12:30
S. Bayshore Dr............................Unconscious ...................2/9/13 .............................08:17
James Ave...................................Breathing problem..........2/14/13 ...........................01:12
Chicago Ave. ...............................Fire service call...............2/14/13 ...........................15:13
Jasmine Ave................................Fall ...................................2/15/13 ...........................11:02
Carie Way....................................Unconscious ...................2/17/13 ...........................04:47
Edge Ave. ....................................Headache........................2/18/13 ...........................22:43
N. John Sims Pkwy.....................Motor vehicle accident ...2/19/13 ...........................16:38
Jackson Cir..................................Structure fire....................2/20/13 ...........................15:30
Grandview Ave............................Chest pain.......................2/22/13 ...........................22:25
S. Bayshore Dr............................Oven fire..........................2/23/13 ...........................12:18
Market Ave...................................Fire alarm........................2/27/13 ...........................05:53

Valparaiso Volunteer

Traffic crash sends
six to hospitals
By Daniel Elsesser
Beacon Staff Writer

A 16-year-old Niceville boy
was cited for causing a two-
vehicle collision in Bluewater
Bay Friday that sent six pas-
sengers to hospitals with minor
to serious injuries, according to
a Florida Highway Patrol
report, which gave the follow-
ing account:

The youth was driving a
1999 Ford Explorer westbound
in the left-turn lane of S.R. 20
at 6:30 p.m. and attempted to
turn left onto White Point
Road, according to the FHP
report. 

He drove the car into the
intersection in the path of a
2009 Chevrolet Traverse that
was eastbound on S.R. 20.  The
front of the vehicle driven by
the 16-year-old collided with
the front of the Traverse, driven
by Richard Hoover, 51, of
Springfield, Mo.  

The collision caused
$15,000 in damages to the
Traverse and $6,000 in dam-
ages to the Explorer.  

Of the youth's three passen-
gers, one, Brandee Burke, 15,
of Niceville, received serious
injuries and was taken to Twin
Cities Hospital.  The other two
passengers, Morgan Wiley, 16,
of Niceville, and Jacob
Woolam, 15, of Shalimar,
received minor injuries and
were taken to Sacred Heart
Hospital, Sandestin.

Hoover had three passen-
gers: Doug Williams, 26, of
Marriam, Kan.; Barbara
Hoover, 55, of Springfield,
Mo.; and Richard McNabb,
87, of Mequan, Wis., all of
whom were taken to Twin
Cities Hospital with minor
injuries.  

According to the FHP cita-
tion, the 16-year-old failed to
yield at the intersection. 

Neither the youth nor
Richard Hoover were taken to
the hospital, according to the
report. 

The report stated all passen-
gers and both drivers were
wearing seat belts, and the col-
lision was not alcohol related.        
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Recreation Services Inc., located in
Bluewater Bay, is offering a great
membership special. Join either
the Swim or Hard Court
Tennis Membership from now
until March 31, and receive a
50% discount on the
enrollment fee! Membership
includes 4 pools (1 heated)
and 3 Tennis Courts. We
also offer Water Aerobics,
Facility rentals, RV/Boat
Storage, swimming
and tennis lessons.

The Swim and Hard Court Tennis Memberships are not exclusive to
Bluewater Bay Residents. EVERYONE is welcome to join!

OFF
50% 
ENROLLMENT

MARCH MADNESS
MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Recreation Services, Inc. office is located at
1050 Bay Drive (Bay Drive Pool). 

For more information call 897-3664.

Niceville
INSURANCE AGENCY

(850) 729-2131
www.nicevilleinsurance.com



meetings served only to provide
advice and suggestions to the
county commission, which had
the authority to make actual deci-
sions. 

Gourley told the JLAC that
TDC members did not deal direct-
ly with such things as invoices or
checks issued on behalf of the
county or the TDC.

Gourley said that after a recent
legislative delegation meeting held
in Niceville, that the county com-
mission asked TDC members for
their resignations. Gourley told the
committee that County
Commissioner Don Amunds had
told him that resigning from the
TDC might help to protect TDC
committee members from being
“drug through the mud in
Tallahassee,” an apparent refer-
ence to earlier JLAC hearings at
which some county officials were
lambasted by state lawmakers for
an alleged failure to detect and
stop the plunder of public funds.

Gourley said that despite the
request from the county commis-
sion and Amunds recommenda-
tion, that he had not resigned from
the TDC. Gourley said that neither
he nor the other TDC members
had done anything wrong. “We
were all representatives of the
tourist industry,” he told the com-
mittee, with no authority to
approve checks or invoices. The
problems that led to the TDC
scandal, Gourley said, “are in the
process itself.”

Gourley said that former TDC
director Bellinger was “very out-
going” and “able to fool us, but I
don’t think he had any accom-
plices.” Gourley emphasized that
the county commission, not the
TDC, had to approve all TDC
spending.  The county commis-
sion chairman was responsible for
approving all TDC payments.

Some JLAC members
expressed skepticism about
Gourley’s testimony. Sen. Rob
Bradley, a Gainesville Republican,
asked, “Did you have no idea what
you were approving, even though
you were voting to approve it?
How did you not know about the
gross abuses?”

Gourley again said that the
TDC was merely an advisory
body and had no approval author-
ity over checks or invoices.
Gourley said that he had never
heard about Bellinger’s purchases
of a motor yacht, a house, or a
Porsche sports car until the boat
purchase was revealed in May
2012, shortly before Bellinger’s
suicide.

JLAC members also ques-
tioned Gourley about the county
commission’s request that TDC
members resign. Sen. Alan Hays,
a Lake County Republican, asked
whether Gourley thought that the
requests for resignations were
merely intended to allow the coun-
ty commission to present the
Legislature with “heads on a plat-
ter.”

“That’s my opinion,” Gourley
replied.

Gourley also told the commit-
tee that some people in Okaloosa
County think that the JLAC  hear-
ings are “all political,” and that the
state wants to take control of
Restore Act oil-spill mitigation
funds from BP, using recent scan-
dals in Okaloosa County as a pre-
text for doing so.

JLAC members vigorously
denied that allegation. “Okaloosa
County made themselves look
bad,” said Sen. Hayes. “This is
about extremely bad public poli-
cy.”

Nevertheless, said Hayes, “If
we have to send the Attorney
General to throw everyone out of
office in Okaloosa County and
hold new elections, so be it.”

Other present and former TDC
members gave testimony similar
to Gourley’s. Patricia Hardiman
told the JLAC that she joined the
TDC on May 7, 2012, shortly
before the scandal broke, but was
nevertheless asked to resign last
month. During her service with
the TDC, she said, she sometimes
felt like it was a superfluous
body—“not window dressing, but
not really necessary.”

She said that as a TDC member
she saw overall county budgets,
but few specific figures regarding
TDC spending. “I should’ve
pushed harder,” for information,
she said. After being asked to
resign, said Hardiman, she did so
with a strongly worded letter.

Bobby Nabors, a TDC member
from Fort Walton Beach, said the
TDC members were given general
budgets, but no line items for spe-

cific expenditures, such as the
Destin house or the Porsche or the
yacht purchased by Bellinger.

Nabors said that the manage-
ment of the TDC was “a system
set up to fail.” Although the county
commission had a representative
on the TDC, he said, that represen-
tative did not talk to other county
commissioners outside of county
commission meetings because to
do so would have broken Florida’s
Sunshine Law. Bellinger suppos-
edly answered directly to the
county commission chairman,
who did not attend TDC meetings.

Despite the mismanagement of
the TDC, said Nabors, he still
thinks that his job there is an
important one. Tourism accounts
for about 40 percent of all the jobs
in Okaloosa County, he said,
adding that he is proud to be an
industry representative to the
TDC.

Kathy Houchins told the JLAC
that she has been TDC chair-
woman for the last two years.
During her service, she said, she
thought that everything approved
by the TDC was going straight to
the county commission for final
approval. She said she never saw
requests from Bellinger to pur-
chase such things as a house or
yacht. Bellinger, she said, was “a
big-ticket guy” and that the
Zimmerman and Lewis ad and
marketing agencies “were paid big
chunks of money in advance.”

After hearing from TDC mem-
bers the JLAC members ques-
tioned former TDC legal counsel
Steve Hall, who said that he
resigned from his position with the
TDC at the county commission’s
request in February. 

Hall said that he began as TDC
counsel in 1994 or 95. Hall said
that before Bellinger became
director of the TDC, Bellinger’s
predecessor was Darryl Jones.
Jones, said Hall, regarded the
county commission as a deadly
enemy, and saw himself as the
protector of the Tourist
Development Council, with the
job of protecting its funds from
being taken by the county com-
mission for non-tourism related
projects throughout the county.
For years, said Hall, Jones “built
his system around himself as a sin-
gle individual.”

In 2005, Hall said, the TDC
director was placed directly under
the supervision of the county com-
mission chairman, rather than the
county administrator. Hall said
that Jones became “the keeper of
budget information,” and that
TDC members were informed
only of “big picture allocations” of
funding, such as special events fol-
lowing the BP oil spill in 2010.
Hall said the entire county govern-
ment went into a “panic mode”
after the oil spill, in its attempts to
revive tourism, which suffered
markedly due to bad publicity
about the spill, although little oil
ever touched Okaloosa's shores.

When asked by Sen. Hayes,
“How did you not know about the
gross abuses of TDC funds?” Hall
replied that soon after Bellinger
succeeded Jones as director of the
TDC, Bellinger "stopped talking
to me. I thought he didn’t like me
and was planning to get rid of me.”

Hall said he was not consulted
about Bellinger’s large purchases
or about the contracts with the
Zimmerman or Lewis agencies.
Those, he said, were handled
directly by the county attorney and
county purchasing department.

Ellen Wingard, a representative
of Lewis Communications, an
Alabama ad agency that worked
for the county, was also ques-
tioned by the committee. She said
that Bellinger had sent her agency
$747,000, supposedly to fund a
“Boast the Coast” publicity cam-
paign for the county. Then, she
said, Bellinger asked the Lewis
agency to return those funds,
claiming that the project had been
canceled.  The money eventually
was used to buy Bellinger a house
in Destin, according to law
enforcement authorities.

Bellinger, Wingard said, asked
that the funds be returned to a spe-
cial escrow account at Regions
Bank. She said no one at Lewis
thought to verify the ownership of
that escrow account, simply
assuming that the account
belonged to the county. She said
that she and Lewis president Larry
Norris authorized the wire transfer
to the Regions account. 

Wingard said that neither she
nor Norris profited from their
dealings with Bellinger. In fact,
she said, “We were never paid for
40 to 60 days of work.”  The coun-
ty recently ended its relationship
with the agency.

Asked why the Lewis agency
did nothing to verify or enforce
checks and balances on their
financial dealings with Bellinger,
Wingard replied that Bellinger, as
the official representative of
Okaloosa County to the agency,
“was the client,” and that from
their agency’s point of view, “this
was his money.”

Curt Zimmerman and Richard
Long of the Zimmerman ad
agency, a Tallahassee agency hired
by the TDC, told a similar story.
“During our first 19 years working
with the TDC,” said Zimmerman,
“there was considerable oversight
of expenditures.” That changed
with Mark Bellinger, he said.
“Bellinger did not desire our help
in managing his budget,”

Zimmerman, whose agency
the county also has since dis-
pensed with, said that Bellinger
told him not to send representa-
tives to any more TDC meetings.
“Bellinger,” said Zimmerman,
“was strong-willed and wanted
things his way,” often behaving
like a “steamroller.”

When asked about the
Zimmerman agency’s involve-
ment in Bellinger’s $48,000
expenditure for a Porsche, Long
said that Bellinger had contacted
the Zimmerman agency, saying he
had a great idea for a viral market-
ing campaign revolving around a
give-away of a Porsche. Bellinger,
he said, instructed the
Zimmerman agency to purchase a
Porsche from a dealer in
Massachusetts designated by
Bellinger, with the agency’s own
money, and to then invoice
Okaloosa County for the same
amount, listing it as a bill for the
marketing campaign, but without
mentioning the purchase of the
car.

Committee members asked
Zimmerman and Long whether
their suspicions were ever aroused
by such vague wording on invoic-
es, and whether they thought it
was reasonable to use public
money to buy a Porsche.

Zimmerman replied that
Bellinger had already made the
deal, and that although the
Zimmerman agency advised
Bellinger that it was a bad idea,
that they nevertheless followed
Bellinger’s instructions.
Zimmerman said that his agency
had “no direct relation with the
county commission—none.”

State Rep. Matt Gaetz, Fort
Walton Beach, asked Zimmerman
if such business dealings were
customary. Zimmerman replied,
“Sometimes.” Zimmerman said
invoices from his agency to the
county usually referenced overall
ad or marketing projects, not spe-
cific items to be purchased.
Zimmerman said that Bellinger
had assured him that the county
commission would approve such
invoices.

When asked by Gaetz whether
he thought such dealings were
strange, Zimmerman replied
“Yes,” but added that he was sim-
ply working with his client as he
thought he should.

Okaloosa County Clerk of
Court Don Howard also testified
briefly, confirming that the coun-
ty’s TDC governing ordinance
was changed in 2005 to allow the
TDC director to report directly to
the county commission chairman,
rather than to the county adminis-
trator. At that time, said Howard,
there was nothing to indicate gross
abuses within the TDC.  Howard
is responsible for auditing county
books, but apparently did not
detect widespread instances of
TDC spending which the state

auditor general has said were
unlawful.

County commissioners Don
Amunds, Dave Parisot and Wayne
Harris also spoke briefly, and
attempted to show a PowerPoint
presentation to the committee
detailing how some funds for the
TDC were used and how some of
the debit cards issued by the TDC
following the BP oil spill were put
to use. However, time was running
out, and the PowerPoint was not
shown in full.

Commissioner Harris assured
the committee that he took his job
as county commission chairman
seriously. He said there were three
oaths that he has taken most seri-
ously in his life - his oath of office
as an Air Force officer, his mar-
riage vows to his wife, and his
oath of office as a member of the
Okaloosa County Commission.
He asked the JLAC to order a
complete operational audit of
“every entity of Okaloosa County
government, including all consti-
tutional officers.” This, he said,
would “help to heal the county.”

James Campbell and Bill
Roberts, two former chairmen of
the county commission who were

commission members during
Bellinger's tenure, but did not run
for re-election last year, did not
appear at the JLAC hearing.  It
could not be immediately learned
whether they had been asked to
testify.

Okaloosa County Attorney
John Dowd testified briefly. He
said he did not agree with some
recent state Auditor General find-
ings that contracts between
Okaloosa County and some of the
TDC’s contractors “subjected the
County to unlimited liability.”

“Mistakes were made,” said
Dowd. “A man stole from us.”

What the county must do now,
Dowd said, is “to correct those
mistakes.”

Before adjourning the commit-
tee meeting, JLAC Chairman Sen.
Joseph Abruzzo, a Palm Beach
County Democrat, said that the
state is not seeking control of any
BP or Restore Act money ear-
marked for Okaloosa County. He
said the auditor general’s report
was “as bad as any ever seen.” He
said the TDC scandal has stained
the image of government officials
in Okaloosa County and through-
out Florida. 

Abruzzo admonished
Okaloosa County officials that,
“You must be accountable for all
the dollars spent.”  He said that the
auditor general will issue another
report in 18 months. “I hope all
other counties pay close attention
to that report,” Abruzzo said,
because the control issues with the
Okaloosa County TDC could hap-
pen in other counties.

Following the JLAC’s meeting,
Rep. Gaetz told the Beacon that
the next step in the process will be
to await the auditor general’s final
report in 18 months. Gaetz said
that Okaloosa County’s response
to the TDC scandal thus far has
been disappointing.

“The county has been totally
deaf to the people’s requests to
change personnel,” he said.

“A whole lot of people need to
get fired,” said Gaetz. Among
these, he said, are County
Attorney John Dowd and County
Administrator James Curry, as
well as anyone within the county
purchasing department who
should have overseen the funding
for the TDC and failed to do so.
“These are not bad people,” Gaetz
said, “but they didn’t do their
jobs.”

On Tuesday, in response to an
inquiry from the Beacon about
what kind of report, legislation, or
other action by the Florida
Legislature may result from the
auditing committee’s hearings on
the TDC, JLAC coordinator Kathy
DuBose replied on behalf of Sen.
Abruzzo, the JLAC chairman.

“To my knowledge,” said
DuBose, “no report will be issued.
Committee staff will, however,
continue to monitor activities in
Okaloosa County related to the
audit and the hearings, such as the
results of the law enforcement
investigations as they are made
public and the County’s effort to
take corrective action related to the
audit findings.”

“Although individual mem-
bers of the committee (or other
members of the Legislature) may
decide to propose legislation (or)
amendments related to the issues
raised during the hearings, the
committee is not authorized to
propose or consider legislation,"
DuBose added.

SCANDAL
From page A-1
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GET SAVINGS AND REBATES
WITH A FREE ENERGY CHECKUP.

There are lots of things an Energy
Checkup can identify to help you
start saving energy and money. 
 
• Effi cient lighting
• Thermostat settings
• Weather-stripping
• Water heater settings
• Windows
• Insulation
• Energy Star appliances
 

WAYS YOU CAN
GET BIG REBATES!
 
• Up to $1,000 for a new energy
 effi cient heat pump
• $500 per ton for a geothermal system
• Up to $300 for ductwork repair
• $700 for a heat pump water heater
 

To learn more,
visit gulfpower.com
or call 1-877-655-4001

“Team up with us for     
 savings and rebates.”
 – Gulf Power Energy Coach

ET SAVINGS AND REBATES
WITH A FREE ENERGY CHECKUP.

here are lots of things an Energy
heckup can identify to help you
art saving energy and money.

Effi cient lighting
Thermostat settings
Weather-stripping
Water heater settings
Windows
Insulation
Energy Star appliances

WAYS YOU CAN
ET BIG REBATES!
Up to $1,000 for a new energy
efficient heat pump
$500 per ton for a geothermal system
Up to $300 for ductwork repair
$700 for a heat pump water heater
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– Gulf Power Energy Coach

THE BAY BEACONWednesday, March 6, 2013                                                                                                                                                         Page A-5 

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith
Okaloosa County commissioners Dave Parisot, left, Don Amunds, second from left, and Wayne Harris,
seated at right, were among those addressing a state legislative panel Monday investigating the county
Tourist Development Council scandal.
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN ALL AROUND THE TOWN 

The only thing more fun than
saying the name is experiencing it
for yourself! Local salon Spa La
La will be celebrating its one year
anniversary with its patrons on
Friday, March 15th.

All day, the salon will host an
open house with hors d'oeuvres,
lots of wine uncorking and a stel-
lar deal of 10% off all retail: a
recipe for celebration and relax-
ation. 

Why name a full service luxury
salon Spa La La? “It’s just fun to
say!” comments owner Renee Hill.
Walk into the salon and you get
that healthy, glowing feeling. As
you enter, you’re bound to have
someone asking you if you’d pre-
fer water or wine. Its effortlessly
glamorous décor, siding on having
the charm of a classy boutique,
makes most guests feel as if
they’ve checked into a resort
rather than gone to the neighbor-
hood salon. 

It’s Niceville’s own, like stylist
Kathleen Schabla who has lived in
town for 19 years, that make up
the soul of Spa La La’s talented
team. She, along with stylist
Kristin Cash, believe that their job
is to make people feel better about
themselves and bring out their
inner beauty. 

Bobby Watson is one such
happy customer. “As a treat for her
daughter-in-law, my mother will
give my wife a haircut from Spa La
La,” Watson shares. 

Owner Hill still remembers the
surprised and endearing look on

Bobby’s face when his beloved
emerged from her stylists’ care with
a deep mahogany color and won-
derfully detailed cut. “When she
came out she was absolutely gor-
geous. I told her she looked like a
movie star,” remarks Watson. 

At Spa La La, pampering is less
of a guilty pleasure and more of a
much needed time for yourself.
Along with a full hair service using
Alaparf Milano coloring products,
they offer an extensive menu of
massages, manicures and pedi-
cures, Glo Therapeutic facials,
body treatments and waxing servic-
es. Each treatment is incredibly
thought-out with the customer in
mind. The Glo Therapeutic facials
alone are pharmaceutical quality,
result driven and powered with pep-
tides, antioxidants, growth factors
and so much more. The salon also
uses Glo Minerals makeup and
stocks its shelves with the leading
products in the industry like
Moroccan Oil and Aquage. These
products are sulfate free, humidity
resistant and provide many benefits
to the hair. 

Renee, who believes in natural,
classic looks shares, “You really
haven’t fully indulged until you’ve
had the Salt Glo body treatment.

It’s like having the best back-
scratch of your life.” Starting with a
body exfoliation and ending in a
milk massage, this treatment is
guaranteed to have you tingle all
day. 

But what is truly remarkable
about Spa La La is its triumphant
story of local business success.
After raising her children, Hill
decided to pursue her passion in
cosmetology. “After all,” she says,
“if you’re not doing what you love at
45 then you need to change that!” 

It is easy to equate their one
year achievement with their client
focus. Their customer service is a
direct reflection of the communi-
ty; they even offer the “Military
Mender” package for our service
men and women returning from
deployment. Whether you’re a
loyal customer or interested new-
comer, come celebrate Spa La
La on March 15th. We dare you
not to feel instantly relaxed! 

Spa La La is open Tuesday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and
Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. You may
call 850-279-4620 for an appoint-
ment or visit 306 Government
Avenue, Niceville, Florida. Their
email address is
Spalaladayspa@gmail.com.

Advertising Feature

Spa La La
Celebrating its one year anniversary of serving Niceville

and GENERAL REPAIR
Brakes • Water Pumps

Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

We Now Have General Motors
FACTORY SCAN TOOL

for Dealer Diagnostic

PEPPER & TONY
Zen masters, guard dogs,
& welcoming committee

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts
• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service
(850)729-6629

For more information and a trial round, contact
Andy Potter, Club Manager and PGA Professional

850-678-3270 x4, apotter@rockybayoucc.com.
Visit our website at www.rockybayoucc.com.

JOINING FEES

WAIVED
MEMBERSHIPSfor all

• Guaranteed for 25 years!
• Rhino Shield will never flake, chip or peel.
• Perfect for wood, brick, block, stucco, & cement fiber board.
• Water proofs and resists mold & mildew.
• Wood repair and prep work included.
• Financing available! (850) 424-6829

Never PAINT Your Home Again!
It s not paint

*With approved credit through EnerBank USA

$575 OFF-OR-
6 Months Same as Cash

Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses
Treatment and Management of Eye Disease

Emergency Eye Injuries  •  Specialty/Bifocal Contact Lenses
Pediatric Patients are Always Welcome

Accepting TriCare, Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Medicare, Medicaid and VSP

CALL 850-279-4361    WWW.PALMEYECARE.COM
Palm Plaza  •  1005-A John Sims Pkwy. 

Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri. 8:30 am-5:15 pm  •  Wed., 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 pm

In Niceville’s Palm Plaza

A new approach
to personal eye care

Sharon M. Streeter, O.D.
Thomas A. Streeter, O.D.

Board Certified Optometric Physicians

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES
-NEWBORN TO ADULT

EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

• Internal Medicine
• Pediatrics
• Preventive Care
• Sport/school Physicals
• Immunizations

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

Most Insurances Accepted

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies

- NOW OFFERING -
• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 • www.drbroutin.com
Merchant s Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 03/31/13

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us)• 678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

HOURS: 10:45 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
10:45 a.m. - 9:30 Fri. • 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS
4:30 - 6:00 Every Day
NEWLY RENOVATED

LOUNGE &
ENCLOSED PATIO BAR
with Live Music Fri. & Sat. Nights

HAPPY HOUR:
3:00 - 6:00 • Mon.-Sat.

SERVING
LUNCH & DINNER

INDOOR &
OUTDOOR

SEATINGDON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
For only $105.95 a week for 11 weeks, you can 

capitalize on a powerful promotional tool.

ADD ONE OR BOTH OF OUR 
MILITARY PAPERS AT HALF PRICE!

AALLLL   AARROOUUNNDD  TTHHEE   TTOOWWNN  

The Beacon’s ALL AROUND THE TOWN is one 
of the best read advertising sections available. 

It combines the strength of a 
well-written business profile, a color photo, 

and 11 colorful well-designed ads.
Each week customers will tell you all about it.

Call 678-1080 today!

Note: Mail subscriptions are often delayed in the mail.
Subscriptions are nonrefundable.

Please send coupon and payment to:
 The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

For more information, contact The Bay Beacon at (850) 678-1080 or info@baybeacon.com.

Price includes any applicable sales tax.

Name:                                                                                                               

Phone:                                                                                                               

Address*:                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                            

 The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

Payment (for 1 year) ......................$104.00

The Beacon
by mail!

Weekly mail delivery is available by subscription.

Just

complete

this form and

return it with

your check!

*U.S. and APO addresses only.

Let Kiwanis Raise Old Glory 
At Your House Or Business

Niceville/Valparaiso

Kiwanis Club

There are seven times a year when flying our flag is the perfect way to
show your family or business’ patriotic spirit. Kiwanis can make it easy!

For just $35 a year, we will install a permanent in-ground base for
your flag. Then, just before LABOR DAY and 9/11, VETERANS

DAY, PRESIDENTS DAY, MEMORIAL DAY, FLAG DAY,
INDEPENDENCE DAY and MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY, we will
install a 3x5 foot sewn flag (not printed) on a metal pole  in front of

your home or business. And take it down afterward.
Kiwanis does it all, you do nothing but look proud!

The modest $35 a year supports Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis Club’s
numerous children’s programs throughout our community. 

Time’s a wastin’.  Act now!
Call Bill at 897-4396 or Jim at 897-3068 & order a flag.

Serving the Children of the World

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Call Today!
678-1977

306 GOVERNMENT AVE.
NICEVILLE

Call Today! 279-4620
HOURS: T-F 9-6, Sat 9-4

Walk ins welcome
Evening appts upon request

A resort feel on the bayside

GloTherapeutics products are
developed after extended scientific

research in the highly advanced
GloTherapeutics laboratories
where chemists & especially

trained aestheticians combine
expertise knowledge with

scientific research.

Find GloTherapeutics
and other fine

products at Spa La La!

WE DELIVER!
*Minimum delivery amount applies.

142 N. PALM BLVD. 850-729-2323
Across from Niceville High School & Ruckel Middle School. Next to Tom Thumb.

AUTHENTIC PHILLY CHEESESTEAKS
Pretzel Melts, Deli Sandwiches, Salads, Sides & More

CHEESESTEAK COMBO
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$949
Large

$599
Small

CHEESESTEAK, WAFFLE FRIES & FOUNTAIN DRINK

SPECIALISTS IN MEMORY CARE

2300 North Partin Drive, Niceville, FL 32578

SUPERIOR
RESIDENCES
of Niceville

Do you know someone dealing with
Alzheimer’s or Dementia?

We can help!

Call today to schedule a visit with
our Senior Solutions Director!

(850) 897-2244

Assisted Living
Respite Stays
Day Stays
24 Hour Nurses On-Site

Assisted Living # AL11712

When you bet on
Bee Hive Homes-
YOU WIN!

850-855-4597
BeeHiveHomes.com

4268 Ida Coon Circle, Niceville

Call to schedule
your tour today!

Assisted Living Lic. #AL-12000 

Odds are you have questions about Assisted Living
We are on your side with resources and guidance

QUALITY ASSISTED LIVING in a RESIDENTIAL SETTING

• Attentive individual care 
• Lovely, secure setting 
• 15 private rooms

(850) 678-1066
M-F 9-6 • Sat 9-3

20%
Off

ALL
REDKEN
STYLING PRODUCTS*

*MUST PRESENT
COUPON

910 S. Palm Blvd.
Niceville, FL 32518

389-4443
www.onehourair.com

Contact us today!

NOW HIRING
Technicians

and Installers
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Second Lieutenant Shawn
O’Brien of Niceville had been a
newly trained signal officer for all
of four months before he
embarked on his first deployment
to Kuwait, Iraq, Jan. 2.

Shawn, who previously
worked as a contractor for Jacobs
Engineering on Eglin Air Force
Base, first heard rumors of his
deployment while attending the
Signal Basic Officer Leader
Course (SBOLC). 

“I graduated from Auburn
University in May 2012 and two
weeks later, I was at SBOLC,”
Shawn said. 

Shawn trained for his job at
SBLOC over the summer and
quickly began work with his unit,
the 67th Expeditionary Signal
Battalion, 35th Signal Brigade,
XVIII Airborne Corps, within a
couple days of graduating
SBLOC in September at Fort
Gordon, Ga. 

“I immediately started work-
ing with the people in the 3 shop
(operations) and got a better han-
dle on how things worked,”
Shawn said. “One day, I saw my
name on the deployable roster,

and that’s when I knew I was
going.”

Deployment was always part
of his plan, Shawn said. When his
unit asked him if he wanted to
deploy, he easily answered “yes.” 

Shawn’s father, retired Air
Force Col. Michael O’Brien of
Niceville, was excited and nerv-

ous for Shawn when his son told
him the news. 

“On the military side you’re
excited he could do work in an
operational environment after
graduating,” Michael said. “But
of course it comes with the dan-
ger.”

Niceville soldier embarks
on first deployment

Please see SOLDIER, page B-4

Students win essay contests
The Choctawhatchee Bay

Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution,
announced the winners of its
2012-2013 American History
Essay Contest, Good Citizens
Essay Contest and
the Christopher
Columbus Essay
Contest. 

The American
History winners are:
Alicyn Grete,
Rocky Bayou
Christian School
sixth grader,
Zoraida Isabel
DeJesus-Mendoza,
seventh grade
homeschooler, and Cole Crews,
Meigs Middle School eighth
grader. 

The state winner will be
announced at the Florida State
Society Daughters of the
American Revolution Spring

Conference March 14-17,
Orlando. 

Niceville High School sen-
ior Victoria Marks was named
the Christopher Columbus
Essay Contest winner. She is

the two-time contest
state winner.

The Good Citizens
Essay Contest was
restricted to high
school seniors in pub-
lic, private and home-
schooled programs.
Collegiate High School
student Alexander
Wagner and Victoria
Marks were recognized

for their winning entries on the
subject “Our American
Heritage and Our
Responsibility for Preserving
It: Describe the Freedoms and
Responsibilities of a Good
Citizen.”

BBeeaaccoonn   EExxpprree ss ss OUR TOWN
PPaaggee  BB--11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           WWeeddnneessddaayy,,   MMaarrcchh  66 ,,   22001133  

2nd Lt. Shawn OʼBrien of Niceville said goodbye to his family Jan.
2 at Fort Gordon, Ga., before leaving for his first deployment to Iraq.
From left: parents, retired Air Force Col. Michael OʼBrien and Mary-
Allison, Shawn, and sister Aubrey-Joy OʼBrien. 

4.1 HOURS broken arm
at other ERs                                                                      
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Alexander
Wagner

www.DermSurgCtr.com / (850) 897-7546 / 4566 Hwy. 20 East, Suite 101, Niceville

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

DR. SCOTT BEALS, D.O., F.A.A.D.
Board Certified American Board of Dermatology

COMING
SOON to Crestview& Destin

What’s
that
SPOT?

IF YOU SPOT IT...

Skin cancer is the most common
of all cancers afflicting more than
two million Americans each year.

Don't overlook it.
Don't delay.
Make an appointment to
see Dr. Scott Beals today. 

Skin cancer is the easiest of
all cancers to cure, but only
if diagnosed & treated early. 

Zoraida Isabel DeJesus-
Mendoza and Alicyn Grete
recieved awards for winning
the 2012-2013 American
History Essay Contest. 

By Anna Kavanaugh
Beacon Staff Writer

Ballet isn’t just a hobby or
after school activity to 11-year-
old Savannah Crabtree of
Bluewater Bay, a firefly in the
upcoming Northwest Florida
Ballet’s performance of “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream”
March 9 and 10 at the Mattie
Kelly Arts Center.

“When I first started to
dance, I fell in love with it,”
Savannah said. “I saw perform-
ances and thought, I can do
that someday.”

Savannah has been dancing
since she was three years old,
her mother, Lisa Crabtree, said.
Lisa knew Savannah was des-
tined to be a dancer since she
was a toddler.

“She started walking on her
tippy toes when she was one
years old, so I thought, she
should be a ballerina,” Lisa
said. “So I signed her up for
ballet lessons.”

Since then, Savannah’s life
has revolved around dancing.
She is a student at the
Northwest Florida Ballet
Académie, a public academic
and dance education school,

and dances at least four hours
every day, she said.

Elle Danjean, daughter of
Niceville’s Dockside Café
owners Ernie and Dawn
Danjean and student at the
Académie, will also play a fire-
fly.

Elle has been dancing since
she was four years old and

plans to pursue a career in it.
“One day I want to go to

Julliard or Geoffrey and be a
professional ballet dancer,” Elle
said. 

Elle spends her days at
school from 7 a.m.-3 p.m., then
attends dance classes after 

Ballet still a dream job for young dancers

Please see BALLET, page B-4

Engagements

E-mail items to:
info@baybeacon.com

Katrina Fantaski and 
Adam White.

Fantaski–White

Mike and Cheryl
Fantaski of Niceville are
pleased to announce the
engagement of their
daughter, Katrina
Fantaski, to Adam White,
son of Ron and Clarissa
White of Rolla, Mo.

Katrina is a 2003
Niceville High School
graduate and a 2010 grad-
uate from the University
of Florida, College of
Pharmacy. She completed
her residency at the Joint
Ambulatory Care Center
in 2011 and now practices
as a VA clinical pharma-
cist.

Adam is a 2007
University of Missouri
graduate and 2010 Summa
Cum Laude graduate of
Florida Coastal School of
Law.

Adam works at Wade,
Palmer and Shoemaker
P.A. in Pensacola.

The couple resides in
Pensacola and the wed-
ding is planned for May
11, 2013, at St.
Christopher’s Episcopal
Church in Pensacola.

S a v a n n a h
Crabtree of
Bluewater Bay
is thrilled to
wear her firefly
costume for the
N o r t h w e s t
Florida Balletʼs
performance of
“A midsummer
Nightʼs Dream”
March 9, 7:30
p.m., and
March 10, 2:30
p.m., at the
Mattie Kelly
Arts Center.

Live your dream!
Plan to build on this prime,
lushly wooded .56 acre Rocky
Bayou homesite!  In area of
executive homes close to work,
study, and play!  $125,000

LINDA ZICKLER,
Realtor

(850)-621-7233
lzickler@gnt.net

www.nicevillekw.com

4534 Hwy 20 East,
Bluewater Bay  (Merchants Walk)

Each office independently owned and operated.

When buying or selling real
estate, choose Linda Zickler!



NHS 1973 reunion
The Niceville High Class of 1973

40th Reunion will be held Oct. 11-13.
Contact Pam Smith for tickets and
details at 678-5484 or pam-
smith1955@yahoo.com.

Senior program
The Walton Okaloosa County

Council on Aging offers a weekly sen-
ior program for people 60 and older
two locations. The Seminole
Community Center offers Bingo
Thursdays,10 a.m., and Tuesdays,
9:30 a.m., at the center. The young
women of First Baptist Church of
Niceville host a monthly birthday
party on Wednesdays at the Valparaiso
Community Center. There is also Wii
bowling on Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.,
Bingo, Fridays and Tuesdays, 9:30
a.m., and Mondays, Dominoes and
socializing, 9:30 a.m., at the center.
Contact 833-9291 for weekly menus
and events.

Vendors needed
The Heritage Museum of

Northwest Florida needs vendors for
its 37th Saturday in the Park Festival
April 20, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The festival
features the Heritage 5K Run/Walk,
People’s Choice Car Show, heritage
craft demonstrations, re-enactments,
live entertainment, craft and food ven-
dors, old-fashioned games and con-
tests, a kid zone with petting zoo,
bounce house and children’s crafts.
Vendor space is limited. The fee for
one booth is $55 or $60 with electric-
ity. Registrations will be accepted on a
first come, first serve basis. To apply
contact the museum at 678-2615 or
www.heritage-musuem.org.

Road notifications
Beginning March 5 the City of

Niceville will remove and replace 600
feet of the concrete pathway along
Bayshore Drive, between Dana Pointe
and Lanman Road. The work is
expected to take 10 days. Pedestrians
are asked to exercise cautions while
traveling along this segment of the
roadway. Wise Avenue, Niceville, will
be closed March 11, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., for
installation of a new storm drain,
weather permitting. Contact the
Public Works office at 729-4064. 

Nook workshop
The Niceville Public Library will

host a free, public Nook workshop
March 6, 3-4 p.m., at the library.
Marysia Mann, digital sales lead with
Barnes & Noble, will teach partici-
pants how to check out eBooks and
audio books from the library’s new
Overdrive database. Registration isn’t
required.

Early release movie day
The Valparaiso Community

Library will host an early
release movie day featur-
ing “Wreck it Ralph”
March 7, 1:30 p.m. at the
library. Popcorn will be served.

Audubon Society meeting
The Choctawhatchee Audubon

Society will present a free, public pro-
gram, “Monitoring the Success of
Oyster Reef Restoration in
Choctawhatchee Bay,” March 7, 7
p.m., Room 132 Student Service
Building, Northwest State Florida
College, Niceville. Alison McDowell
will talk about improving the produc-
tivity of Choctawhatchee Bay, and
how to get involved. Refreshments
and socializing will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Walt Spence at 582-7064.

Donate blood 
Northwest Florida Blood Services

will host blood drives March 8, 8 a.m.-
noon, at General Dynamics, 115 Hart
Street, Niceville, March 9, 1-6 p.m., at
the Niceville Walmart, March 17, 8
a.m.- 1 p.m., Christ Our Redeemer

Church, 1028 White Point Road, and
March 27, 3-8:30 p.m., Niceville
United Methodist Church, 214 S.
Partin Drive. Snacks and drinks will
be provided to donators as well as a
free t-shirt. Contact Lynda Krupka
with questions, 862-4216 or
Lynda.Krupka@oneblood.org.

ʻTaste of the Bayouʼ
The Okaloosa-Walton Child Care

Services will host its 17th Annual Fare
For Child Care, “Taste of the Bayou”
and Charity Auction, March 8, 6-8
p.m., at St. Mary Church, Fort Walton
Beach. The event will feature food
from local restaurants and advance
tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for
children ages 5-10. Purchase tickets at
Child Care Services’ offices in Fort
Walton Beach and DeFuniak Springs,
Uptown Station, and Valparaiso
Realty Company. Contact Amber
Spurgeon at 833-9330 ext: 202. All
proceeds will benefit Child Care
Services.

“Geocaching” lecture
The Heritage Museum of

Northwest Florida will host its free
lunchtime lecture, “Mosquitoes,
Muggles, and Museums: Exploring
Florida’s Archaeology with
Geocaching” March 8, noon, at the
museum. Historian Mike Thomin will
explain how “geocaching,” a world-
wide scavenger hunt game, works and
what you need to play. Reserve a seat
at 678-2615.

Chili cook off fundraiser
The Emerald Coast Parrothead

Club will host a chili cook off
March 9, 3 p.m., at
Harborwalk Village, Destin.
Sauce Boss will perform and

there will be a silent auction as well.
The contest entry fee is $25 and tast-
ing armbands are $10. The proceeds
will benefit the American Cancer
Society Relay For Life.

Genealogical Society meeting
The Genealogical Society of

Okaloosa County will hold its’ month-
ly meeting March 9, 10 a.m., at the
Heritage Museum of Northwest
Florida, 115 Westview Ave.,
Valparaiso. Dale Cox, writer and his-
torian, will speak on “Seminole Wars
in this Area”. All visitors are welcome
and a Dutch treat lunch will follow at
a nearby restaurant. Contact 678-
2023. 

Northwest Florida Ballet 
The Northwest Florida Ballet will

present “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” and the neo classical ballet
“Afterglow” March 9, 7:30 p.m., and
March 10, 2:30 p.m., at the Mattie
Kelly Arts Center, Northwest Florida
State College, Niceville. More than 58
dancers will perform. Tickets are $28
for adults and $14 for children 12 and
under and available at
www.nfballet.org or 664-7787.

YMCA yard sale
The Niceville YMCA will host a

yard sale March 9, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Palm Plaza, Highway
20, Niceville. The pro-
ceeds will benefit the
Niceville YMCA.

Burgers and Bids fundraiser
The Rocky Bayou Christian

School will host its Burgers and Bids
40th Anniversary and Silent Auction
March 9, 6-9 p.m., at the Destin
United Methodist Church, 200 Beach

Drive. All members of the RBCS
community are invited to attend, as
well as the broader community. All
proceeds generated through the auc-
tion, sponsorships and ticket sales will
benefit the scholarship and financial
aid program at the school. Contact
678-5878 to purchase tickets for $40
per person. 

ʻLes Misérablesʼ child audition
Northwest Florida State College

will hold an audition for its summer
musical, “Les Misérables,” children’s
roles, including young Cosette, young
Eponine and Gavroche March 9, 9:30
a.m., in the Tyler Recital Hall,
Northwest Florida State College,
Niceville. Contact the Fine and
Performing Arts Division office at
729-5382.

Liberty University concert
Liberty University Wind

Ensemble Spring Tour will perform a
free concert March 11,
6:30 p.m., at the First
Baptist Church of
Niceville. The ensemble, under the
leadership of Dr. Stephen Kerr, con-
sists of college students studying a
variety of majors at Liberty
University, Va. 

Better Listening music study
The Unitarian Church Fellowship

presents a free, public music study,
“The Symphonic Poem,” as part of its
Better Listening series March 12, 7-9
p.m., at the Unitarian Church
Fellowship Hall, 1295 Bayshore
Drive, Valparaiso. Lars Runar will
speak. The programs are held each
Tuesday until March 26. Contact Lou
Johnson at musicstudy@uufec.com.

Twin Cities Seniors meeting
The Twin Cities Seniors, 50-

plus, will meet March 13, 1 p.m., at
268 Glenview Ave., Valparaiso.
There will be Bingo and an entrée
provided. Bring a covered dish to
share. Contact 543-0869. 

ʻA Midsummer Nightʼs Dreamʼ
The Northwest Florida State

College presents the theatrical ver-
sion of Shakespeare’s “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” March
13-16, 7:30 p.m., in the Sprint
Theater, at the Mattie Kelly Arts
Center, NWFSC, Niceville. Tickets
are $15 for adults and $10 for youth
ages 18 and younger. To purchase
tickets contact the box office at 729-
6000 or visit www.mattiekellyarts-
center.org.

DAR meeting
The Choctawhatchee Bay

Chapter National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution will
meet March 14, 10 a.m., at the First
Presbyterian Church, 134 Beal
Parkway SW, Fort Walton Beach.
Randy Bergeron, retired USAF and
civil service, will speak on military
archives. The DAR is open to all
women who are lineally descended
from a Revolutionary War Patriot. 

Ruckel chorus concert
The Ruckel Middle School

Chorus will perform a concert,
“Sweet Sounds,” directed by Megan
James March 14, 6:30 p.m., at the
school gymnasium, Niceville.
Admission is $5 and dessert and
coffee will be served. Elementary
students and younger are free. The
proceeds will benefit the Ruckel
chorus program. 
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Liberty University concert
Hear the sounds of Liberty University Wind Ensemble as they
perform a free concert March 11, 6:30 p.m., at the First Baptist
Church of Niceville. 

NWFSC fall graduates
Northwest Florida State College

announced the 2012 fall term gradu-
ates. 

Adrian Richard Banegas of
Niceville graduated with an associ-
ate in art degree, summa cum laude
with a grade point average of 4.0.

Graduates earning magna cum
laude, with a GPA of 3.8-3.99,
Freeport: Timothy S. Carty with a
bachelor of applied science.
Niceville: Sydnee E White with a
bachelor of science and Joseph
Harrison Settle with an associate in
science.

Graduates earning cum laude,
with a GPA of 3.5-3.79, Niceville:
Rachel A Miller with a
bachelor of applied sci-
ence, Melissa June
Lambert and Frans
Georg Wollnik with
associates in applied sci-
ence, Travis James Ford,
Natasha A. Jackson,
Rebecca A. Johns, Evan Knorr,
Amethyst Rivet, Zach Leon
Rodgers with associates in arts
degree, Michelle Debolt with an
associate in science, Valparaiso:
Joseph Jacobs and Bryan T.
Sylvester with associates in arts
degree, and Michelle K. Sinicrope
with a bachelor of science.

Graduates earning highest hon-
ors with a GPA of 4.0, Niceville:
Stacy L. Wheelwright with an
applied technology diploma,
Rebecca Sue Birge, Christopher
Steven Force, Travis Ryan Topolski
with certificates, Valparaiso: Ryan
David Frandi with an applied tech-
nology diploma, Freeport: William
Hallman with a certificate.

Graduates earning high honors,
with a GPA of 3.8-3.99, Eglin AFB:
Thomas Paolo P. Espino with a cer-
tificate. Niceville: Aaron Clay
Chapman, Mark Anthony Cordeiro,
Alicia Marie King, Isabel Rosado
Pogozelski with certificates.

Graduates earning honors with a
GPA of 3.5-3.79, Niceville: Erin
Elizabeth Eichler with an applied
technology diploma, James Andrew
Corkum, Daniel Gurley, Brooke A.
Hansen and Tyler Shiltz with certifi-

cates, Freeport: Michael Patrick
Eggie with a certificate,
Valparaiso: Ryan David Frandi of
with a certificate.

Students who successfully com-
pleted the requirements for a degree
or certificate include: bachelor of
applied science, Niceville: Grace G.
R. Baker, Tyketon Paul Barger, Lori
Michelle Burgess, Nicholas W.
Johnson, Shawaun T. Moore,
Freeport: Matthew Donald
Phaneuf; bachelor of science,
Niceville: Richard A. Jackson,
Joseph M. Sparks, Lindsey N.
Stuteville; associate in applied sci-
ence, Freeport: Mark Alan

Johnson, Niceville:
Natasha Nicole Collins,
Shawaun T. Moore,
Michael Patrick Moriarty,
Horace Randall Paine Jr.,
and Jason P. Remar; asso-
ciate in arts degree, Eglin
AFB: Holly Asher

Scanlon, Freeport: Ashly Venus
Atkins Mann, Joshua Lee Ealum,
Rose R. Martin, Tammy Kay
Raymond, Niceville: Timothy J.
Berger, Ashley Allene Brown, Lori
Michelle Burgess, Haley E. Byrd,
William Andrew Cunningham,
Tessa L. Darling, Ryan L. Dybal,
Melissa Lee Dye, Debra T. Elliott,
Erin Rose Foss, Jon Nicholas
Freshour, Gabrielle S. Guilles,
Dylan Charles Hoover, Shelby
Marie Johnson, Heather Nicole
Kelso, Asia Michelle Lara-Navarro,
Matthew Ray Luecht, Jessie M.
Maraman, Kayla Morrison,
Rochelle Neau, Jared U Nieves,
Daisha M. Oliver, Brandon Parrish,
Samuel Schweitzer, Hannah Paige
Simerly, Michael Jay Stiles, Sandra
Leticia Tierney, Allison J. Van De
Voorde, and Kendall Elena Walton;
associate in science, Freeport:
Samantha Beville, Niceville: Toni V.
Altieri, Toni Marie Becker,
Matthew Ryan Halladay and Misty
Parsons; certificate, Freeport:
William Henry Lockemy, Amber N.
Riley, Niceville: Michael J. Esneul,
Mark Henry, Antoinette Danielle
Larence, Joseph B. McCormick and
Angela M. Olberding.

Air Force Airman 1st Class
Gannon Q. Patton graduated
from basic military training at
L a c k l a n d
Air Force
Base, San
A n t o n i o ,
Texas. 

He is a
2009 Lewis
and Clark
High School
g r a d u a t e ,
S p o k a n e ,
Wash., and
the son of Stacy Reynolds of
Niceville.

***
Army 1st Lt. Joshua S.

Aspinwall has returned to the
U.S. after being deployed over-
seas at a forward operating base to
serve in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

Aspinwall is a platoon leader
assigned to the 4th Airborne
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division at Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska.
He has served in the military for
two years.

He is a 2004 Collegiate High
School graduate and the son of
Cynthia Snowden of Fort Walton
Beach, and Jack Aspinwall of
Crestview. He is a 2008
Northwest Florida State College
graduate, Niceville.

***
Marine Corps Pvt. Marquis J.

Jeffers earned the title of U.S.
Marine after graduating from
recruit training at Marine Corps
Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C.
One week prior to graduation,
Jeffers endured the Crucible, a 54-
hour final test of recruits’ minds
and bodies. He is a 2008 Niceville
High School graduate.

***
Air Force Airman Corey T.

Kennedy graduated from basic
m i l i t a r y
training at
L a c k l a n d
Air Force
Base, San
A n t o n i o ,
Texas.

He is the
son of
Denise and
K e v i n
Kennedy of
N i c e v i l l e
and a 2010 Niceville High School
graduate.

***
Navy Seaman Richard A.

Phillips completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training
Command, Great Lakes, Ill. 

Phillips is a 2002 Niceville
High School graduate and the son
of Pamela J. Phillips of
Cantonment, and Anthony R.
Phillips of Niceville.

***
Air National Guard Airman 1st

Class Brittany A. Foxhall gradu-
ated from basic military training
at Lackland Air Force Base, San
A n t o n i o ,
Texas.

Foxhal l
is a 2009
N i c e v i l l e
High School
graduate and
the daughter
of Nanette
Trigg of
C l o v i s ,
N.M., and
granddaughter of Denver, Colo.

***
Navy Seaman Apprentice

Christopher C. Beebe complet-
ed U.S. Navy basic training at
Recruit Training Command,
Great Lakes, Ill. 

Beebe is the son of Matthew J.
Beebe of Niceville and a 2011
graduate of O’Fallon Township
High School, Ill. 

Gannon Patton

Corey Kennedy

Brittany Foxhall

Cub Scouts visit
Bay Beacon
Tiger Cub Scout Den 4, Pack 553, mem-
bers Bryce Linton, Ayaan Haris and Max
Burrough toured the Bay Beacon office
Feb. 15 and learned how the weekly
newspaper operates. 

Beacon photo by Daniel Elsesser



Rocky Bayou Christian School
Junior Classical League members
competed in the Junior Classical
League Regional Forum Feb. 9 at
Gulf Breeze High School. 

Individual winners for the aca-
demic testing were:  seniors
Savannah West, third advanced
Greek derivatives, Casey Young,
third advanced Latin derivatives
and fifth advanced Latin vocabu-
lary; juniors MacKenzie Davis,
second Latin derivatives II and
fourth Greek derivatives II,
Izabella Foreman, fifth history of
the republic II, Connor Lynch,
fifth Latin grammar level II,

Matthew Pippins, second hep-
tathlon II;  sophomores Clayton
Jago, fourth pentathlon. 

Creative Contest winners: sen-
ior Shiloh Johns, second declama-
tion; junior Kayla Thompson, first
illustrated booklet, and Izabella
Foreman, fifth modern myth. 

Olympics individual winners:

100 meter race, first MacKenzie
Davis and fourth Connor Lynch;
400 meter mixed relay, second
Mackenzie Davis, Casey Young,
Matt Pippins, and Will Makarov;
Atlanta’s race, fifth Casey Young
and Clayton Jago; Friscus throw,
fifth Kayla Thompson and fifth
Tim Sung; human chariot race,

first Michelle Earls, Will
Makarov, Trever Knie, and
Andrew Earls; standing broad
jump, first McKenzie Davis, fifth
Matt Pippins; and tug of war, sec-
ond MacKenzie Davis, Izabella
Foreman, Ivan Linn, Matt
Pippins, Will Makarov and Casey
Young.
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Ruckel and Lewis
bands receive
superior medals

The Lewis School and Ruckel
Middle School band students par-
ticipated at the Florida
Bandmasters Association Solo
and Ensemble Festival Feb. 16 at
Gulf Breeze High School. Lewis
earned 36 superior medals and
Ruckel earned 79. 

Lewis superior solos are:
Hannah Roos, clarinet, Tacy
Colón, clarinet, Matthew Smith,
euphonium, Andrew Colón, tuba,
Jeffrey Rhodes, trombone,
McKenzie Bentley, clarinet, Faith
Fry, flute, Isabelle Devoid, trum-
pet, Justin Haymond, tuba,
Matthew Bentley, trombone,
Jasmine Richardson, clarinet,
Jadyn Richardson, flute, Mindi
Dennis, flute, CW Williams,
trumpet, Garrett Oden, snare
drum, Haley Pratt, bass clarinet,
Noah Shaw, clarinet, Grayson
Kramer, clarinet, and Peregrine
Baarsch-Conroy, trumpet.

Superior ensembles are: Saria
Hoskinson and Ayla TudTud, clar-
inet duet; Amy Lee and Danielle
Davis, clarinet duet; Andrew
Colón, Matthew Smith, Xavier
Adams-Stewart, Zachary Krouse
and Isabelle Devoid, brass quintet;
Alexis Mooneyham, Jadyn
Richardson, and Faith Fry, flute
trio; Tacy Colón, Noah Shaw,
Jasmine Richardson, Hannah
Roos and Grayson Kramer, clar-
inet quintet. 

Ruckel participants are: Alex
Tolbert, Olivia Glaze, Anna
Freeman, Madelyn Huston,
Camille Miles, Brynn Burdge,
Karlee Prevatt, Ashleigh Wallace,
Claire Yandel, Taylor Strickler,
Jayden Reece, Hannah Ross,
Hannah Sjostrom, Katrin Woods,
Gwyneth Clark, Lauren Murray,
Ryan Murphey, Perrin Davis,
Lauren Cole, Katarina Marshall,
Samantha Hanson, Evan Huntley,
Noemi Ruiz, Jade Ward, Makayla
Denney, Claire Crist, Jazzlyn
Timper, Jacqueline Hruby, Austin
Jacobs, Meredith Freeman,
Zachary Verzwyvelt, Mandy
Martin, Mikayla Barfield, Colton
Williams, Austin Pettibone,
Michael Letsinger, Jordyn Riley,
Carter Bair, Emily Paulson, Jesse
Johnson, Erin Fisher, Trent
Walker, Gina LoCastro, Julia
Freeman, Daniel Abel, Lauren
Smith, Alissa Parr, Sarabeth
Bilton, John Hencinski, Grace
Smales, Matthew DeYong,
Marcus Larson, Jacob Vernon,
Michael Ross, Mason Ramby,
Jorah Barefield, Ryan Erickson,
James Underwood, Chloe
Kokenes, Nathaniel Preston,
Nathan Anthony, Trey Buck,
Samuel Underwood, Hunter
Brake, Dillon Buckley, Sydney
Prevatte, Jane Parke, Matthew
Parnell, Devin Drake, Daniel
Bobbitt and Kasen Stephensen. 

Ruckel Jazz Band gets high scores
The Ruckel Middle School Jazz Band received superior ratings at the Florida Bandmasters
Association District One Jazz Music Performance Assessment Feb. 22 at Fort Walton Beach
High School. From left: front row, Colton Williams, Michael Ross, Mandy Martin, Julia
Freeman, Daniel Abel, Marcus Larson, back row, Zachary Verzwyvelt, Carter Bair, Meredith
Freeman, Matthew DeYong, Grace Smales, Jacqueline Hruby, Jordyn Riley, Joseph Walker,
John Hencinski, Jacob Vernon, Hunter Brake, Dillon Buckley, and Jacob Wargo. Not pictured,
Perrin Davis.

Boy
Scouts
zip line
Niceville Troop 157
Boy Scouts were fit-
ted in harnesses to zip
line across nine
courses during a
camping trip Feb.16-
18 at the Canyons Zip
Line in Ocala. 

Rocky Bayou
places in
tournament

Rocky Bayou Christian School students competed in the Junior Classical League Regional
Forum Feb. 9 at Gulf Breeze High School. From left: Connor Lynch, Tim Sung, MacKenzie Davis,
Shiloh Johns, Michelle Earls, Clayton Jago, Casey Young, Matt Pippins, Izabella Foreman, Ivan
Linn, Will Makarov, Andrew Earls.

First in essay contest
Okaloosa Stemm Academy student Aliviah Buzan
took first place in Division 1 of the Florida State Elks
Americanism Essay Contest. Her essay will compete
against 13 Florida Elk Districts first place essays for
best in state.

Cox tourney results
The Cox Communications-Okaloosa

School District Academic Tournament
held its fourth round of matches Feb. 12
and 19 in the media center at
Choctawhatchee High School. 

In match nine Collegiate High School
beat Niceville High School 250 to 145.

De Cook coached the Collegiate
team: captain Matthew Crabtree, Alex
Russ, Danielle Trotman, Braden Corkum
and John Chapman.

Justin Reichard and Amanda Brady
coached the Niceville team: captain
Sabrina Valenti, Alex Fager, Ciara
Ordner and Georgia Pearce.

In match 10 Choctawhatchee High
School beat Rocky Bayou Christian
School 210-165. 

Mike Mosley and Julie Mosley
coached the RBCS team: captain Audrey
Stevens, Noah Kerstein, Priscilla Baum,
James Sung and Ian Kampert.
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school and sometimes doesn’t get
home until 8 p.m., she said.

She doesn’t mind spending her
weekends practicing, but said it
can be tough balancing work and
play. 

“My best friend Lilly always
asks if I can come over, but I have
rehearsal at four on Saturdays,”
Elle said. 

Dancing doesn’t stop for these
young ballerinas after high school.
In fact, it’s just the beginning of
their dancing careers and they are
prepared to do whatever it takes to
make it. 

Niceville couple Sarah and
David Goud had to have that same
passion when they were younger
and still have it today.

The couple has been dancing

professionally since they were
teenagers. Sarah has been a NFB
principal dancer and ballet teacher
for two years and David has been
a principal guest artist and dance
teacher with the company for 15
years.

“Dancing is what we were
born to do,” Sarah said.

Sarah, who will play the lead
role of Titania, the fairy queen,
began dancing full-time profes-
sionally with the Louisville Ballet
Company at 18 years old, where
she met her husband, who will
play Demetrius, one of the
comedic lovers. David also began
his career with the Louisville com-
pany at 19 years old.

Most of the couple’s life was
spent on the road dancing for dif-
ferent companies before they set-
tled in Niceville. Luckily, they
have found a semi-permanent
home at the NFB. 

Sarah spends her week teach-
ing three ballet classes at the
Académie, attended company bal-
let classes and then rehearses for
upcoming performances.

“These are easily 10-hour days,
so I like coffee and to eat and sleep
well,” Sarah said. “Saturdays, we
dance and rehearse and Sundays
are usually Danny’s Fried Chicken
and Redbox movies.”

There is no rest for these bal-
lerinas as they dedicate their entire
lives to their love of ballet. 

“It is the best life ever, especial-
ly when shared with someone you
love,” Sarah said. “The downs are
injuries and that sometimes people
don’t understand how much
blood, sweat and tears go on
behind the scenes to make it look
so easy, but we love it.”

The ballet will feature the story
surrounding the marriage of the
Duke of Athens, Theseus, and the

Queen of the Amazons,
Hippolyta. It follows the adven-
tures of four young Athenian
lovers and a group of amateur
actors, who are manipulated by
fairies.

Katia Garza, a NFB principal
guest artist, choreographed the
NFB’s version of “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.”

“I have to say that I have cho-
reographed before, but
Midsummer is the one I enjoy the

most,” Garza said. “Midsummer is
such a fun ballet to choreograph
because it’s always different and
gives the dancers the freedom to
interpret the roles in such a differ-
ent way, so for me it’s always like
a new ballet.” 

More than 58 dancers from the
NFB Company and international
guest artists will perform. The
Orlando Ballet will provide the
scenery and costumes for the per-
formance. 

BALLET
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Shawn said his father was
happy knowing he was going to
be able to do what he wanted to

do. His girlfriend, Elisabeth
Owen, was more apprehensive
about the deployment.

“She was nervous at first, but
then, she really dug in and started
doing research about military life
and couples affected by deploy-
ment,” Shawn said. “It made me
feel good to know that she was
emphatically supportive of my
goals. 

Shawn’s parents also support-
ed him a 100 percent, he said.
Shawn’s father, mother, Mary-
Allison O’Brien, sister, Aubrey-
Joy O’Brien, and Elisabeth were
able to spend New Year’s Day
together before Shawn deployed. 

“Originally, the unit’s deploy-
ment timeline wouldn’t have
allowed me to spend that time
with them, but it was nice that it
worked out so I could spend the
holiday with my loved ones,”
Shawn said. 

Shawn said goodbye to his
family at the ceremony and then
flew to Kuwait. Although he was
excited, he didn’t know what to
expect.

“I didn’t know what specific
roles I’d be filling,” Shawn said.
“This being my first deployment,
there were a lot of unknowns. Two
weeks later, I now feel like I know
what’s going on, and I fit in.” 

Shawn is thankful to have the
opportunity to communicate back
home via Skype. Faith is impor-
tant to him and he is looking for-
ward to spending more time pray-
ing and reading the Bible, he said. 

“I feel fortunate because a lot
of my buddies in my Senior
Reserve Officer Training Corps
Class are still waiting to go to their
respective BOLC courses, and
I’m already deployed,” Shawn
said. “If I had to do it over again, I
wouldn’t do anything differently.
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CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN CHURCH
Sunday Morning Services
9 a.m. Traditional Spirit-filled Worship with Holy Communion

Nursery, ages 6 wks.-2yrs.; Sunday School, ages 2-7
11:01 a.m. Walk In…Worship
(Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion)

Nursery & Sunday School provided
Immanuel Anglican Youth
Wednesday Nights 6:30-8p.m. @ The Shed

Hang out; engage; worship; grow
www.iacdestin.org   “Pointing The Way To Jesus”

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin | Church Office: 850-837-6324

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
and PRESCHOOL, ELCA

Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. Liturgical, 10:30 a.m. Praise
Sunday School for all ages: 9:30am                  Nursery provided.
Wednesday Lenten Services: 7:00 p.m.

St. Paul Preschool now enrolling for Fall 2013.

1407 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville        Phone: 850-678-1298      
www.stpaulniceville.com

Ruckel
dance
team first
The Ruckel Middle School
Dance Team, pictured with
Coach Kendal Brown,
took first place in the jun-
ior jazz division at the
2013 National Cheer and
Dance competition Feb.
15 in Atlanta. 

Lady Rams win Lions Cup
The Ruckel Middle School girls soccer team won the Big Brothers Big Sisters Northwest Florida
fourth annual Lions Cup soccer tournament Feb. 9 at Fred Hedrick soccer field, Fort Walton
Beach. More than 1,000 people came to watch 15 middle school soccer teams compete.

Liza Jackson Preparatory
School held its “Kick for a
Cause” middle school soccer
tournament Feb. 9 and raised
$1,000 for the Northwest
Florida Chapter Big
Brothers Big Sisters and
$100 for New Generation
Animal Sanctuary, Niceville,
in honor of its late Principal
Phyllis Green. 

The funds were collected
from the tournament’s atten-
dees and middle school soccer
teams, to include Lewis
School, Rocky Bayou
Christian Middle School and
Ruckel Middle School. 

***
Victoria Marks was hon-

ored with the Niceville
Exchange Club’s Youth of the
M o n t h
a w a r d
Feb. 12 at
the club’s
monthly
meeting.
T h e
Niceville
H i g h
S c h o o l
senior is
t h e
daughter of Tim and Stacey
Marks of Valparaiso. 

***
Stacey E Rocque of

Niceville earned dean’s list
honors at Saint Joseph’s
University for the fall 2012
semester. Students must
achieve a grade point average
of 3.5 or above, a B or greater
in all their classes, and com-
plete at least 15 credits to qual-
ify.

2nd Lt. OʼBrienʼs job while deployed consists of planning future
operational events that would involve moving communication dish-
es, above, to various parts of Southwest Asia.

Victoria Marks

Photo by Cathy Catanese
Niceville High School tennis player Alex Von Hilsheimer
defeated Crestview High School student Andrew Piagot
6-0, 6-0, for an overall win for the Niceville High School
Eagles Tennis team Feb. 27. 

Eagles tennis
team beats
Crestview

The Niceville High School Eagles
Tennis team defeated Crestview High
School at the Bluewater Bay Tennis
Center Feb. 26. The girls beat
Crestview 5-2 and the boys finished 7-
0. 

The team competed in five single
matches and two double team matches.
The NHS girls tennis competitors are:
Timea Kovacs, Alexis Hruby, McKenna
Mills, Monica Hsiang, Antonia Poate,
Kendall Junker, and Jessica
Markowski. The NHS Boys tennis
competitors are: Alex Von Hilsheimer,
Behrens Watkins, PJ Shaw, Max Van
Belkum, Luke Chaney and Grant
Beattie. 

Who’s News

E-mail items to:
info@baybeacon.com

SOLDIER
From page B-7

First  Baptis t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm

Runner
places in
top five
The Rocky Bayou Christian
School track and field team
competed at Baker High
School Feb. 28. Junior Levi
Derry, left, placed in the top
five runners in the 100
meter race.

Photo by CeCe McArdle

Elle Danjean hits
an arabesque as
she prepares for
her upcoming fire-
fly role in the
Northwest Florida
Balletʼs perform-
ance of “A mid-
summer Nightʼs
Dream.”



The Twin Cities Girl Scouts
held its annual “World Thinking
Day” Feb. 24 at the Niceville
Community Center. The focus
was for girls to learn about Girl
Scouts and Girl Guides in other
countries. 

The troops collected 83
pounds of toiletries and art sup-
plies for the Emerald Coast
Children’s Advocacy Center in
honor of this year’s theme,
“Together We Can Save
Children.” 

There were 170 Scouts and 80
leaders and parents from

Niceville and Valparaiso. Troops
102, 131, 151, 247, 553, 663, 670,
683, 685, 691, 761, 910, 977,
1121 and 2111 represented more
than 20 countries at the event. 

There were booths run by the
older Girl Scouts that demonstrat-
ed what many struggles children
face around the world. 

One booth demonstrated a
water relay where the girls had to
race to find safe drinking water.
Another booth had girls lace on
water bottles for shoes to show
what it’s like for children who
have no shoes. 
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Fifteen Girl Scout troops from
Niceville and Valparaiso cele-
brated “World Thinking Day”
by representing countries
around the world and wearing
traditional garments Feb. 24
at the Niceville Community
Center. 

Girl Scouts represent
countries at ‘World
Thinking Day’

2006 Fisher boat. 16ʼ,
50hp Mercury motor.
Like new bimini top.
Ready to go. Asking
$6,500.00  Call 218-
5253

Drivers: All Miles PAID
(Loaded & Empty)!
Home on the
weekends! Running
Class-A CDL flatbed.
Lease to Own-No
Money Down. Call:
888-880-5911

Nice 2/2 duplex,
Niceville, W/D, close to
schools and bases,
$745/mo., $745.
deposit, Small pets ok,
Military discount, 699-
4011.

REVEALED
Free report reviews 7
costly mistakes to avoid
before selling your
home. www.okaloosa
waltonhomeinfo.com or
Free recorded mes-
sage 1-866-234-3321

*NO MONEY DOWN*
Free list with pictures of
properties available with
no down payment*.
www.okaloosawalton
homeinfo.com or Free
recorded message 1-
866-234-3321, ID# 1051.
*some conditions apply.

Bed linens complete
with mattress pad for a
regular sized bed.
Beautiful shades of
gray and black.
Excellent condit ion.
678-1678 $100.00

We wil l  loan you
$500.00 to $5000.00
Cash On The Spot! We
pay the most for
Diamond & Gold! US
Gold Pawn 700 Beal
Pkwy. FWB. 850-974-
2462. Call Now!

BWB Neighborhood
Garage Sale.
GlenEagles Dr. Sat.
March 9 only. 7am-
noon. Donʼt miss it.

Items for Sale

Help Wanted

Boats for Sale

Homes for Rent

Yard Sales

Homes for Sale

Loans

Homes for Sale

Help Wanted Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

Office Space

CONVENIENT WAYS TO PLACE YOUR
BEACON CLASSIFIED AD!

Please write ad on form. Include phone number as part of ad.  Minimum charge $11.00*
for up to 10 words. Each additional word 20¢.  Attach more paper if needed.

MAIL:  Beacon Newspapers, 1181 E. John Sims Pwky., Niceville, FL 32578.
Please enclose check.
DROP IN:  The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Parkway East Shopping
Center  Office hours: 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. M-F.  After hours, use mail slot in our door.
E-MAIL:  Classified@baybeacon.com Type "Classified" in subject field.  (Do not include
credit card information. We will call you for credit card info.  $5 processing fee.)

BEACON CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
2:00 P.M. FRIDAY FOR WEDNESDAY

Name                                                              Phone                                              

Address                                                                                                                               

Ads are non-refundable. Please make checks payable to the Beacon Newspapers.

*Base price includes $5 weekly discount for walk-in or mail-in prepaid ads.

Beacon Newspapers, 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville, FL •  (850) 678-1080

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________
$11.00

_____________________
$11.60

_____________________
$12.20

_____________________
$12.80

_____________________
$13.40

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________
$11.20

____________________
$11.80

____________________
$12.40

____________________
$13.00

____________________
$13.60

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________
$11.40

____________________
$12.00

____________________
$12.60

____________________
$13.20

____________________
$13.80

First Word

50% discount for additional weeks or papers. Check publications to publish ad:
Bay Beacon       (Number of weeks)              

Eglin Flyer         (Number of weeks)              

Hurlburt Patriot  (Number of weeks)              

Green Beret       (Number of weeks)              

Price of First Run ..............$                                

+ Price of subsequent runs ..$                                

= Total Price ..........................$                                

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

HOME REPAIR

•Vinyl Siding, 
Soffit, & Fascia

•Screen Rooms
& Patio Covers

•Replace Rotten 
Wood & Screens

Lic# RX0066839585-9511

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair

& Maintenance
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Security Lighting
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Free Estimates
• Sheet Rock/Painting
• Exterior Wood &
Fence Repair

No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

• Security Lighting

25
Years

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

Bayou
Tree Service

PRESSURE WASHING

5%
DISCOUNT
for Military,

Senior, & First
Responders

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
CONCRETE WALKWAYS • DRIVE THROUGHS

RELIABLE SERVICE

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

app1@ymail.com
www.allpropowerwashing.com

FREE ESTIMATES
• Safe roof black streak removal
• Low-pressure roof cleaning
• Low-pressure house cleaning
• Wood, deck, & fence restoration
• Best service around • Lic & Ins.

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn &

Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RJ: (850) 699-1617
Bryan: (850) 259-1981

Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

Where quality makes the grade!

• Interior & Exterior
• Popcorn Removal
• Textured Ceilings
• Pressure Washing
• Licensed & Insured

A+ Professional

APlusProfessionalPaintingInc.com

Call today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!
(850) 225-0981

Locally owned
& operated

A+ Rating on
ANGIE'S LIST

Painting

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

John F
rey

Spectrum
 Painting

Commercial
Residential

FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
“Residing right here with you in Bluewater Bay”

897-0700 • Fax: 850-897-2626

Interior & Exterior Design
30 Years Work Experience

10 Years in Niceville & BWB

On Angieʼs List

PRESSURE WASHING

25%
OFF

Call for details
• HOUSES
• DRIVEWAYS
• SIDEWALKS
• WINDOWS

REEVES
Pressure Wash
Lic. Ins.

(850) 687-7578
WWW.REEVESPW.COM

LAWN CARE

• Landscape Maintenance
• Irrigation Checks & Repairs
• Landscape Renovation
• Landscape Design & Install
• And Much More!

850-830-8898

Locally Owned
and Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

Call
Us

Today!

IRRIGATION

Sprinkler System
Pump Replacement/Repair

New Installations
Extensions
Landscaping
Design
Free
Estimates

729-7110

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Drive-ways
Fencing

Dock
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

FITNESS TRAINER

Get into the
BEST SHAPE

of your life.
Call today and get
amazing results with
a certified trainer.

PERSONAL
TRAINING!

Call toll free
1-855-NEW-FIT-U

1 WEEK FREE!

TUTORING

PAINTING

Knock down
Interior & exterior
Pressure Washing

Small Sheet Rock Repair
19 YEARS EXPERIENCE
WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES

Associations Welcome
Licensed & Insured

Best Prices Around!

(850) 259-4168

DETAIL
PAINTING

DANCE CLASSES

ENROLL
TODAY!

678-3602
adancestudio.net

TREE SERVICE

Country Roads
Tree Service

“We cut so you don’t have to”

• Tree removal,
trimming, & thinning

• Storm damage clean up
• 24-Hour

Emergency Service
• Fully Licensed/Insured
• Call today for a

Free Estimate!
Ask for Joe
the Tree Man!

(850)
461-7170

Residential/Commercial

PAINT / WALLPAPER

EMERALD
COAST DESIGNS
Paint & Wallpaper

Female Owned
& Operated
to Perfection

K. Smith

25 years
experience~Licensed

Insured

(8
50

)

598-4999

POOL / LAWN

Call for a FREE Quote: (850) 333-0650
www.southlandpoolandlawn.com

• Pool cleaning starting at $90/mo.
• Equipment repairs 
• Landscaping & lawn maintenance

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICES

We do the work, soWe do the work, so
YOU CAN RELAX!YOU CAN RELAX!

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Niceville 
Offices
500SF-
1,000SF

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

PRIME
WAREHOUSE

OR OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call

897-6464

Homes for Sale Homes for Sale Homes for Sale

Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.

1821 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville, FL  32578

(850) 678-5178
www.CarriageHills.com

REALTOR@CarriageHills.com

Thinking about BUYING a new home…
SELLING the home you are currently in…

Or just making a CHANGE?

Come see one of our knowledgeable agents for a 
FREE CURRENT MARKET ANALYSIS.

Don’t Just Think About It…
CALL US!

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY - Earn extra cash of $45 to $140
or more each week in your spare time! The Bay Beacon
seeks a reliable independent contractor to insert, bag, and
deliver newspapers Tuesday night.  You must be over 21
and have a reliable vehicle, a good driving record, a Florida
driverʼs license, and proof of current liability insurance.  No
collecting duties.  Earnings vary according to route and
work load.  Stop by the Bay Beacon for an information
sheet and to fill out an application. The Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway, Niceville  •  678-1080 (Parkway East
Shopping Center across from PoFolks)
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TOM
MIESEN

FRITZ
JOHNSON

MICHELE
CLARK

CINDY
KNIGHTEN

BRITTANY
SWAIN

CHARLOTTE
MAYS

JIM
FULTZ

KAILYN
PARISH

KATHLEEN
GIANNETTI

BILL
BLAND

GENE
MARTIN

AMY
HAYES

ERIC
TOPEL

FRED
BOYER

SHERYL
STUTLER

TRACY
WOOD

VICKI
ALEXANDER

SHARON
SKELLY

MARILOU
WRANN

ROGER
BENNETT

MICHELE CLARK
Realtor

Fort Walton Beach
Property Manager

CARLA SMITH
Realtor

Tenant Relations
Manager

JODIE WILKEY
Realtor

Niceville Property
Manager

DAWN JOHNSON
Director Property

Management

MICHELLE LEAVINS
Realtor

Crestview Property
Manager

DEBBIE
LOWMILLER

LOIS
TRAXLER

LINDA
BURNETT

DRU
SWAIN

KRISDINE
WILSON

VICKIE
BOOHER

FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FUTURE AWARD WINNERS

PERFORMANCE AWARD WINNERS

WILSON MINGER AGENCY, INC.


