
By Craig Kapitan
San Antonio Express-News

A man who killed a Niceville
woman following a purse-snatching
in Texas has been found guilty and
sentenced to life in prison without
parole.

Lorenzo Leroy Thompson, 23,
faced the death penalty in the April
2010 death of Vanessa Marie Pitts,
25, in San Antonio, if prosecutors had

had their way. 
But the jurors took less than 30

minutes Aug. 21 to reject the death
penalty, deciding the killing was not
premeditated, a requirement for a
death penalty ruling in Texas. Earlier,
the jurors had deliberated for only
about 2 1⁄2 hours before finding
Thompson guilty of capital murder.

Pitts’ parents wept together and
embraced as the decision was read Vanessa Pitts,

slain in 2010

aloud by state District Judge Melisa
Skinner.

“It's hard to go on without her.
What do you do? How do you make
up for that?” Charles Pitts testified of
his only child as the punishment
phase followed. “I don't have any
(family) anymore. It's just me and my
wife.”

Thompson was arrested in April
2010, days after Pitts, an Airman 1st

Class in the Air Force, died of multi-
ple blunt force injuries in San
Antonio.

Multiple witnesses, and eventually
Thompson himself, said he snatched
Pitts' purse at a convenience store and
she ran after him, jumping on his
stolen pickup in an effort to get the
purse back.

Groups want
money from
city coffers
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

The Niceville City Council received fund-
ing petitions from local nonprofit organiza-
tions.

The council also discussed whether to cut
the city's proposed property tax rate.

No action was taken during the meeting
Aug. 28.

During the meeting, the council received
letters from 10 organizations seeking money,
totaling $22,300, from city taxpayers. The
organizations and their requests are:

Niceville-Valparaiso Chamber of
Commerce: $5,000

Okaloosa County Economic Development
Council : $3,000

Bridgeway Center: $1,800

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Niceville officials are study-
ing a proposal to build homes
on a tract that is now home to
horses.

The Niceville Planning
Commission received a propos-
al from Valparaiso Realty for
preliminary approval for a 45-
unit residential subdivision on

13.45 acres currently operated
as Rocky Bayou Stables on
Forest Road at Rocky Bayou
Drive. 

The only access to the sub-
division would be on Forest,
across from the Ruckel airstrip.
The property is zoned PUD, or
planned unit development.

From horses 
to houses
Stables face development

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

A former administrator of
the North Bay Fire District was
sentenced to nearly a year in
the Okaloosa County Jail for
stealing more than $84,000 in
taxpayer money from the dis-
trict. The term was about one-
third of what prosecutors had
sought.

Ralph Banegas, 60, adminis-
trator and bookkeeper for the

fire district, appeared before
Circuit Judge John T. Brown
Aug. 29 in Fort Walton Beach
to be sentenced for taking the
money from the fire district
over a period from 2006 to
2011. He had previously plead-
ed no contest to the charge.

Brown also sentenced
Banegas to repay $84,292 to
the fire district in monthly 

TThhee BBaayy    BBeeaaccoonn
50¢Wednesday, September 5, 2012 

info@baybeacon.com                                                The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992  (850) 678-1080 

12 Pages, 2 Sections, 4 Inserts 

One-year term
for $84K tax theft

These horses will have to find a
new home if the city of Niceville
approves subdivison-develop-
ment plans for the 13 acres on
which Rocky Bayou Stable cur-
rently operates.

Beacon photos by Mike Griffith

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith
Summer closed with a big splash during Labor Day weekend, the season's unofficial end.  Clear, hot weather brought
many people out to local beaches, such as this one at Valparaiso's Lincoln Park, as well as to picnic grounds, bike
rails, and golf courses.

Summer's last splash
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Thursday, 1:30 p.m.

The Valparaiso
Community Library
plans its first Early
Release Movie Day of
the fall, “The Pirates:
Band of Misfits,”
Snacks and drinks will
be provided.

Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
The

Choctawhatchee
Audubon Society will
feature a presentation
on the basics of bee-
keeping by Niceville
native Jeff Dietrich in

Room
132 of
the
Student
Services
Center
(SSC 132)

on the Niceville Campus
of Northwest Florida
State College.

Info: Walt Spence at
582-7064.

Saturday, 4-5:30 p.m.
The League of

Women Voters of
Okaloosa County has
announced a special
informational briefing
on the Patient
Protection and
Affordable Care Act at
the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship
of the Emerald Coast,
1295 N. Bayshore Drive,
Valparaiso.

The meeting is free
and open to the public.

Info: lwvokaloosa.org.
Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
John Rosemond, syndi-
cated columnist and
author of
more
than 14
best sell-
ing par-
enting
books,
including his most
recent, “Parenting By The
Book,” will speak at the
Mattie Kelly Art Center.
Tickets are $25 for gen-
eral admission or $45 for
VIP seats and reception.
Also, a silent auction will
be available. For tickets,
call 729-6000 or visit
mattiekellyartscenter.or
g/index.cfm.

Calendar, B-2

COMING
UP

After being sentenced
to nearly a year in jail
for stealing from the
North Bay Fire
District, Ralph
Banegas was finger-
printed by sheriff's
deputy in a Fort
Walton Beach court-
room.

Beacon photo 
by Mike Griffith

Airman’s killer sentenced to life

BWB delegate 
sees ‘most open’
Dem convention
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

This year’s Democratic National Convention
“is the most open convention ever,” according
to Jerry Mallory, a Bluewater Bay resident who
will be among Florida’s delegates to the con-
vention this week in Charlotte, N.C.

To ensure such openness, said Mallory,
“Fifty percent of the delegates will be female.”
In addition, he said, delegates from each state
have been selected “according to demograph-
ics,” to ensure proportional representation of
races and ethnic groups, including blacks,
whites, Hispanics, Native Americans, and gays.

As during the 2004 convention, this year’s
event will include presenting President 

Please see DELEGATE, page A-3



Don’t miss our Tasting event! 
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“What’s for dinner?”

Available fresh every day!

Carving bar
BBQ bar

Wing bar
Hot bar 

Check out our new  
freshly prepared meals! 
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850-863-2153
Fort Walton • Destin • Niceville

Dr. Watt provides exceptional care for
Hand, Upper Extremity, Pediatrics, and General Orthopaedics.

Fellowship trained at the
Florida Orthopaedic Institute in Tampa, Florida.

Introducing

Dr. James Watt
Orthopaedic Surgeon



Okaloosa-Walton Child Care
Services: $1,000

Shelter House: $1,000
Northwest Florida

Symphony Orchestra: $500
Sharing and Caring: $4,000
Okaloosa County

Comprehensive Head Start:
$3,000

In addition, the Senior
Citizens Club of Valparaiso
asked an unspecified amount of
in-kind services. All of the
organizations have requested
and received varying amounts
of help from the city in previ-
ous years, and all provide
assorted social services to resi-
dents of Niceville, which might
otherwise have to be provided
by the city itself. Each of the
organizations provided written
requests describing how they
would use the funding they
sought, except the senior citi-
zens club.

Three of the organizations
sent representatives to address
the council in person.

Duane Gallagher of the
Chamber of Commerce said his
group is partnering with other
Northwest Florida Chambers in
a "Six Pillars" program intend-
ed to "put Okaloosa County on
the map as an organized entity
open to expanding our business
presence in the state."

A Bridgeway Center repre-
sentative spoke about
Bridgeway's crisis hotline and
rape crisis center, which pro-
vides immediate intervention
and help to victims.

Jeffrey Rink of the
Northwest Florida Symphony
Orchestra, affiliated with
Northwest Florida State
College, told council members
about the Symphony's free con-

certs for local elementary
school children, many of
whom, Rink said, might never
hear live classical music except
for the concerts provided by his
orchestra.

City Clerk Dan Doucet said
he had expected more organi-
zational representatives to
address the council meeting,
but that some of them may
have been deterred by bad
weather, as the outer bands of
Hurricane Isaac pelted
Niceville with wind and rain
throughout the afternoon and
evening.

In other business, Doucet
clarified some information pre-
sented at a previous budget
workshop. He said a $3.4 mil-
lion state grant to Niceville dis-
cussed during the Aug. 16
budget workshop is a "Florida
Forever" grant (not a redevel-
opment grant) intended to help
preserve wild land in an unde-
veloped state. He said the grant
for Niceville is intended to help
purchase additional land along
Turkey Creek. 

City Manager Lannie
Corbin said the grant will help
Niceville extend the Turkey
Creek boardwalk city park to
the boundary of Eglin Air
Force Base, and possibly add
some recreation facilities such
as an amphitheater to a section
of the park at the former site of
a Hardee's restaurant between
the creek and John Sims
Parkway.

Doucet also said the actual
roll-back millage rate for the
2012-13 fiscal year, which will
begin Oct. 1, will be 3.6278. At
that rate, Doucet said, the city
would receive the same proper-
ty tax revenue as during FY
2011-12.

During the Aug. 16 work-
shop, Corbin and Doucet had

recommended a millage rate of
3.70 for FY 2012-13, to pro-
duce enough revenue to cover
expected increases in city gov-
ernment expenses, including
health insurance, workers com-
pensation insurance, and state
retirement funding for city
employees.

At the recommended mill-
age, Niceville property owners
would pay $3.70 in property
tax for every $1,000 of
appraised, taxable value of
their property after homestead
exemptions and other dis-
counts. For example,  a
Niceville homeowner whose
home is appraised at $200,000
would pay $740 in property
tax, as well as such  other taxes
as Okaloosa School District
property tax.

During the Aug. 28 work-
shop, several commissioners
expressed doubts about hiking
the millage rate from its cur-
rent level of 3.65, at which the
above homeowner pays $730.

"I know you are also asking
for increases the city's water
and sewer rates," said
Councilman Dan Henkel, "but
we have difficult and uncertain
times ahead. If Eglin is affect-
ed by sequestration, we could

see a lot of people laid off. I
don't think a tax increase is
right at this time. We must live
within our means, not on the
backs of our citizens."

Corbin replied that despite
the requested tax hike,
Niceville will remain a leader
among Florida cities for the
amount of city services it pro-
vides at a tax rate below that of
most other communities such
as Crestview and Fort Walton
Beach, and lower than in
Valparaiso, "where they have a
volunteer fire department and
no recreation department."

Councilman Bill Schaetzle
asked Corbin and his staff to
provide more documentation of
how the city is cutting costs.
After some further discussion,
the council asked Corbin and
Doucet to present an alterna-
tive budget, showing what
services the city could afford
and what cutbacks would be
required if the city property tax
were set at the roll-back rate of
3.62.

Final budget hearings are
scheduled for Sept. 4 and 13.
The budget hearings are sched-
uled for 6 p.m. at Niceville
City Hall, 208 N. Partin Drive.
For information, call 279-6436.
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The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville
LEE MULLIS, MD
• Over 25 Years Experience

• National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
• A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon

Lee Mullis, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon 

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
• Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
• 15 Years Experience
•  A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

• CATARACTS                   
• DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •  (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •  (850) 682-5338

• GLAUCOMA 
• RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

www.DiamondWorksJewelry.com
Park Place Plaza, Next to Santa Rosa Mall

323 Page Bacon Rd., Mary Esther
850-244-5252  |  Mike Tarbuck, Jeweler-Owner

JEWELRY REPAIR
NEXT DAY SERVICE
REMOUNTS
CUSTOM DESIGN

Custom Designs
Restyling 
Resizing
Repairing
Replacing

We do it all!

Diamond Works inc.

  
  

  

CALL ME TODAY.

Love,  
hope, 
success, 
family, 
security.

  Bo Burns, Agent
1811 John Sims Parkway

Niceville, FL  32578
Bus: 850-678-3441

bo.burns.cvly@statefarm.com
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(850) 863-4187
401-B Mary Esther Blvd., Mary Esther

(Located across from Santa Rosa Mall)

Ben Anderson  
Tax Collector Okaloosa County 

 Get Bills By Email!  

Pay Online...Not In Line! 

 
 
 

Using BillExpress you can save  
Time, Money and  

1. Visit www.OkaloosaTax.com 
2.  
3.  

 

Remember when paying Online,  
FREE! 

For more information call: 850-651-7604  
or visit: www.OkaloosaTax.com 

Obama’s acceptance speech,
scheduled for Thursday, the four-
day gathering's final day, in a foot-
ball stadium rather than in the con-
vention hall, allowing for a larger
crowd of about 73,000 supporters.

Asked what else viewers
should expect to see during the
Democratic gathering, Mallory
said convention speakers “will
give answers to the things said”
by Republicans during their con-
vention in Tampa last week, at
which they nominated Mitt
Romney, former Massachusetts
governor, as the GOP presidential
candidate.

For example, said Mallory, the
Republicans last week “played on
unfulfilled promises” by
President Obama, but said, “The
Republicans are naïve” if they
expected all of the promises made

during the last election to be ful-
filled by now. “Every candidate
makes promises,” Mallory said,
“including some they cannot
keep, and some they never intend
to keep.”

Democrats will also criticize
Romney. Among those speaking
at the convention, said Mallory,
“There will be people from facto-
ries Bain closed,” referring to
Romney’s past leadership of Bain
Capital, a company Democrats
have characterized as a group of
corporate raiders who shut down
factories and laid off workers.

Following the Democratic
Convention, said Mallory,
Northwest Florida Democrats
plan to campaign hard in
Okaloosa County and other near-
by areas, despite knowing that the
region is currently dominated by
Republicans.  If enough
Democratic votes can be pro-
duced from Northwest Florida, he

said, “We can help put Florida
over the top” for the Democrats,
with the help of predominately
Democratic districts in south
Florida. He said he expects
Florida’s electoral votes will be
crucial in this election, as they
were in the elections of 2004 and
2000.

Mallory said Democrats plan
to “camp out” in Northwest
Florida, constantly campaigning
and bringing “surrogates” such as
retired US Army Gen. Wesley
Clark to speak on the president’s
behalf. Mallory said he also hopes
that Michelle Obama, the presi-
dent's wife, will be able to visit.
Mallory said that he is head of the
local branch of “Organizing for
America” a campaign organiza-
tion that will “reach out to various
community groups,” such as pas-
tors of churches likely to support
Obama and other Democratic
candidates.

DELEGATE
From page A-1

A CERAMIC STUDIO
& HOBBY SHOP

September Workshop Schedule
Lady's Night Out

Sat., Sept. 8, 7pm-10pm
~•~

Beginners Clay Workshops
(4 Weeks) Mon., Sept. 17

3:30pm - 5pm

Adult Morning Out
Wed., Sept. 19, 9:30am-Noon

~•~
Fused Glass Workshop
Sat., Sept. 22, 1pm-3pm

256 Chicago Ave.,
Valparaiso

(850) 758-1446

CLAY BUILDING WORKSHOPS
Halloween Wind Chimes

(5 Weeks) Tues., Sept. 18

$5 OFF
any clay class if you go onto our website
and fill out the contact information and
send it to us www.aceramicstudio.com

Seating
Limited

Couresy photo
Jerry Mallory, Bluewater Bay, a
delegate to the Democratic
National Convention, with Rep.
Debbie Wasserman Schultz,
party chair, in Charlotte, N.C.,
site of this week's convention.

Where the
money is
A crane belonging to Southern
Structures Corporation was
used Friday to install a bank
vault at the new CCB Comunity
Bank branch being built near
John Sims Parkway in Niceville.
According to SSC President
Edwin Page, the vault will weigh
100,000 pounds, and is being
built in blocks of steel-rein-
forced concrete, which are bolt-
ed and welded into position as
they are placed one by one. 

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith

GROUPS
From page A-1



payments of $750, beginning as
soon as he is released from jail.
At that rate it would take
Banegas a bit more than nine
years to make good the money.

Banegas' sentence of 11
months, 29 days in county jail
was just shy of a term that
would have required him to

serve it in a state prison.  He
also must serve 10 years' pro-
bation and write letters of apol-
ogy to the fire district and to
North Bay Fire Chief Joseph
Miller, his former boss, whom
he had repeatedly hoodwinked.  

Banegas, of Niceville, must
also perform 500 hours of
community service with an
organization other than the Boy
Scouts of America, in which he

had been a leader before being
arrested for the theft. He was
also barred from fire district
property.

Banegas spoke briefly
before sentencing, expressing
remorse and apologizing to his
former co-workers at the North
Bay Fire District and to his
family. 

"I sincerely apologize," he
said. "I have brought shame to
my family, and my actions
were totally unacceptable." He
also told the judge, "I am anx-
ious to get back into the
employment force, so I can do
restitution."

During the sentencing hear-
ing prosecutors recommended
that Banegas be sentenced to
three years in a state prison,
saying that although he had no
other criminal record and had
expressed remorse for his
crime, he had systematically
betrayed his position of public
trust for six years, stealing
from the taxpayers of the fire
district he served.

Banegas' attorney, however,
asked the judge not to send him
to jail at all. The lawyer said
that except for his one crime,
Banegas has always been a
model citizen. He served in the
Air Force as a senior master
sergeant, has been married for
over 30 years and raised a fam-
ily, and was a Scout leader.
The lawyer told the judge that
Banegas regrets his crime, and
is extremely unlikely to ever
commit another. "You will

never see him in this court
again," the lawyer told the
judge.

Chief Miller testified on
Banegas' behalf during the sen-
tencing hearing. He said that
he and other members of the
North Bay Fire District were
surprised and disappointed
when they learned that a trust-
ed co-worker had stolen from
the fire district. "It pretty much
devastated us," he said.

However, Miller also said
that except for the theft,
Banegas had always been an
exemplary employee. "I have
known and worked with him
for 15 years," Miller said, "and
he was always an upstanding
citizen." Miller said he sup-
ported the defense recommen-
dation that Banegas be sen-
tenced to probation, restitution
and community service but
without any jail or prison time.

According to sheriff's
reports, Banegas forged
Miller's signature on payroll
checks by taking his signature
stamp from an unlocked draw-
er when the chief was out of
the office, each time returning
it undetected.  The swindle was
discovered in early January by
the district's outside account-
ant.  Banegas was fired Jan. 30
and arrested Feb. 28.

After hearing the statements
and testimony and just before
pronouncing sentence, Judge
Brown spoke to Banegas, say-
ing that in considering what
sentence to give, "I have two
things competing in my head."
In Banegas' favor, he said, were
his previous exemplary life and
the fact that he had pleaded no
contest and "acknowledged
your guilt." The fact that
Banegas had never been known
to commit any other crime
"gives me pause," he said.

However, the judge added,
"You have acknowledged one
wrong, but you actually com-
mitted a systematic series of
thefts, over and over again, for
a period of six years."  Brown
told Banegas that despite his
remorseful words, those words
were not matched by his
actions. "Your actions were
irresponsible and unaccept-
able," the judge said, "What
you did was wrong."

Following the hearing,
Chief Miller told the Beacon
that Banegas' jail sentence
"could have been worse. The
state wanted three years."

Despite Banegas' crime,
Miller said, he still considers
him to be "a good guy, who led
the youth of our community."

"He is a good person,"
Miller said, "who did a bad
thing."

THEFT
From page A-1
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Choose Baywalk, you deserve the best!
4566 Hwy 20E, Ste. 104 • Niceville • www.baywalk2.com

MAGNOLIA PLANTATION – Gated
Community EXQUISITE!!  Custom built
Executive Home with Pool overlooking
Lake. Upgrades throughout, 6
Bedrooms, 5 Baths, 3 Car Garage,
Office, Bonus Room and More. 
5380 Sq. Ft.  A Must See! $800,000.

ROCKY BAYOU RARE FIND! 2998 sq
ft. 4 Bed, 3.5 Baths. All brick home.
Formal dining, large kitchen with
breakfast bar, family room, living room,
bonus room upstairs. Built-in
bookcases, Crown Moulding, fireplace,
side load garage. Many extras.
$395,000.

SANTA ROSA BEACH - Short Sale.
Being sold AS IS. 4 Bedroom/3½ Bath.
Built 2002. 3,930 sq. ft. $750,000.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE: Courtyard Plaza BWB,
1500 Sq.Ft. Units.

LOCATION - LOCATION

ALL BRICK- 4/2, Media Wiring, Crown
Molding, Central Vac, Formal Dining,
Office, Fenced Back Yard, Roof, A/C,
replaced, Granite countertops, kitchen,
bathrooms, Solid Wood Floors. You
name it this home has been beautifully
updated. 

SOUTHERN CHARM – Grand Oaks
Planned Waterfront Community offers
for the first time this Custom Built Home
featuring water views from most rooms.
Boat Slip. 2385 Sq.Ft. 3 Beds/2.5
Baths. $475,000

DESTIN - Short Sale! Victorian Home,
built by David Meyer Builders. Hardwood
floors, custom cabinets in Kitchen. Many
extras. 5 Bedroom, 4/1 bath. 2,675 sq. ft.
$290,000.

NEED SOMEONE TO WORK THROUGH
YOUR SHORT SALES WITH YOU?

CALL JANE

CALL 
Jane Rainwater:
(850) 897-1101
1-888-390-4450

PENDING
SOLD

Mid-Bay Plaza, Bluewater Bay 897-4466

~ During the month of September ~Keratin Treatments$20off

With Mini Dental Implants your Dentist can provide you with a
simple, gentle, non-surgical procedure to replace your missing
teeth. Restore the attractiveness of your smile at a much lower
cost than the larger older style implants. Smile with confidence
in one short visit!

Call
Today!

Replace a few
teeth instantly!

GULF COAST DENTAL
(850) 897-9600
4566 Hwy 20 East. Ste 108.
Niceville   
www.gulfcoastdental.com

Call or visit us

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive • Niceville • 678-2514

Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Oak Creek Shopping Center • Niceville

678-1593 • www.bayoubookcompany.com

Canyon

Portobello
Road

Provencal

New             

Niceville businessman dies in crash
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

William Rock Wright, a local
businessman, was killed last
Wednesday afternoon in a head-
on crash on Interstate 85 in
Atlanta, according to reports.
The crash also killed a man rid-
ing in the vehicle that collided
with Wright's.

According to
Heritage Gardens
Funeral Home, Wright
was 49.

The Georgia State
Patrol declined to
make a report of the
crash immediately
available.

News media reports

from Atlanta stated
that a pickup truck
driven by Wright was
traveling the wrong
way on Interstate 85.
A passenger in the
other vehicle, identi-
fied as Christopher
O'Day, 49, of
Canastota, N.Y., was

also killed, and its driver was
hospitalized.

Wright's funeral has been
tentatively scheduled for 2 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 7, at Heritage
Gardens, Niceville, with view-
ing from 1 to 2 p.m., according
to Eric Uher, of the funeral
home.  Family members could
not be reached for comment.Rock Wright

A spokesman for
Valparaiso Realty said that
Huff Homes would build 45
single-family homes on the
tract, if the plan wins the
approval of city officials. He
said the upscale development
would be similar to The
Preserve at Swift Creek, off
Partin Drive. 

Builder Chandler Huff said
the single-family homes for
the proposed subdivision
would be in the 1,900- to
2,400-square-foot range and
be priced from about
$325,000 to $380,000. The
development may also have a
theme reminiscent of the sta-
bles, he said, for example in
the fencing.

The operator of the stables
could not be reached for com-
ment.

HORSES
From page A-1



By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

North Bay Fire Chief Joe
Miller is scheduled to present a
new budget in public hearings
this month that would keep the
district's property tax rate
unchanged at 2.35 mills.

At a meeting Aug. 14, the
North Bay Fire Commission
received a proposed budget from
Miller based on the tentative, not-
to-exceed, property tax rate of
2.38 mills approved by commis-
sioners last month.  That would
be an increase of .03 mills in the
tax rate.

However, commissioners
asked Miller to come back this
month with a proposal that would
result in no tax-rate increase.

Because the fire district had
raised property tax rates the pre-
vious three years, commission
Chairman Jim Miller asked the
chief to present a budget at the
first public hearing based on the
current millage rate of 2.35 mills.
That, the fire chief said, would
cut the operation reserve to about
$23,000. 

Even at an unchanged millage
rate, the district's income would
presumably rise because its tax
base rose $1.55 million this year,
or about 0.18 percent.

Commissioners voted unani-
mously to propose a budget
based on the existing millage rate
of 2.35 mills at the first public
hearing on the budget and mill-
age rate set for Sept. 11, 7 p.m.,
at the fire station, 1024 White
Point Road.

The budget and millage rate
will get finalized at a second pub-
lic hearing set for Sept. 19, 7
p.m., at the fire station.

With an assessed valuation of
more than $867 million in the fire
district, a 2.38 mills rate would
bring in a total of $1,988,656 in
property tax revenue, after
accounting for discounts for early
payment. Interest and miscella-
neous revenue would bring total
revenue to $2,003,256, Miller
said.

On the expense side, person-
nel costs are the district's biggest
expense, totaling more than
$1,452,288 in the budget pro-
posed last month. 

Other categories of expense in
the budget proposed last month
include: 

—$116,423 for professional
services, such as those of the
county's tax collector, property
appraiser and medical director, as
well as accounting, legal, audit-
ing services as well as profes-
sional affiliations. 

—$22,845 for utilities and
communications.

—$39,272 for various insur-
ance expenses.

—$91,568 for operations and
maintenance.

—$19,000 for training.
—$36,842 for supplies,

including $16,000 for fuel.
—$176,800 for operating

equipment acquisitions. This
included reserves of $100,000 for
future capital items such as a new
fire truck and $50,000 for a fire
station building fund.

The fire district no longer
caries any debt after making the
last payment on its ladder truck
earlier this year. The department
hopes build the reserve so that it
can pay cash for a new fire truck
in 2016, avoiding borrowing
costs.

The expenses total
$1,955,041, leaving the district

with an operational "reserve" of
$48,214 for unknown contingen-
cies such as unexpected equip-
ment breakdowns or overtime
pay caused by serious natural dis-
asters such as a hurricane,

In other business, commis-
sioners approved raises totaling
$27,356 this year to three cap-
tains and four supervisors and
administrators. 

In May, after months of nego-
tiations with the firefighters bar-
gaining unit, fire commissioners
gave raises totaling about
$23,813 to the nine firefighters,
retroactive to Oct. 1.  Over three
years the firefighter pay hikes are
expected to cost the district a lit-
tle over $101,000.

A decision on pay increases
for the department's three cap-
tains was delayed until last
month because the captains
sought, and were granted permis-

sion, to form their own supervi-
sory bargaining unit under the
union local.

Chief Miller told commission-
ers that the proposed raises for
the three captains mirrored the
longevity pay hike given to fire-
fighters, and would total $10,153
this year, retroactive to Oct. 1.
Commissioners approved the
proposed hike which will cost the
district a total of about $39,450
over three years.

Captains in the department,
with the new pay hike, now earn
between $52,578 and $62,078,
depending on the number of
years in the department

Chief Miller also proposed
two options for pay raises for him
and his staff—7 or 10 percent—
adding that there was money in
the budget for the raises. He said
the proposed pay hikes for him-
self and his two other chief offi-

cers, would provide a differential
between senior captains and the
chief officers, and would be more
in line with salaries paid to super-
visory firefighters at similar fire
departments in the area.

Commissioners elected to
give the three chief officers, and
the administrative assistant, the 7
percent pay hike, retroactive to
Oct. 1, 2011, a total of $17,202
the budget year now ending. With
the new raise Chief Miller's
salary jumps to $85,218, up
$5,575.  He has worked for the
department nearly 23 years, more
than seven as the fire chief.

Chairman Miller asked the
fire chief to come back to the
board at a later time with pro-
posed pay ranges for all four
supervisory and administrative
personnel, based on experience
and pay scales for similar posi-
tions in the community.
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JOHN W. HAWKINS
Destin

MICHAEL A. JONES
Niceville

  

Niceville  |  Destin

DESTIN   850.837.3662  |   NICEVILLE   850.729.7440
destinlaw.com

Practicing Estate Planning and Probate  
in Two Locations

DAWN E. NORRIS
Destin

KIMBERLY CHEATHAM
Niceville

MARY K. KRAEMER
Destin

 |  | 

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

8 5 0 . 2 6 9 . 1 2 0 1
WWW . F I R S T F L B ANK . COM Member 

FDIC

Where You Come First.

A place that exudes Southern hospitality, attention to detail, a friendly 
atmosphere and customized service to meet your every need.

Additional Products and Services include Business Loans, Remote 
Capture, Merchant Bankcard Services and more!

Visit Mary Marcum Dark at our newest location in 
Niceville for all your mortgage needs.

Contact Mary at 850.585.9080
NMLS 518608

750 John Sims Parkway East in the heart of Niceville
Lobby: Monday–Friday, 8:30 to 5:00 – Saturday, 9:00 to Noon

Drive-Thru: Monday–Friday, 8:30 to 6:00 – Saturday, 9:00 to Noon
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Dolce & Gabbana, Versace, Dior, 
Randy Jackson, Prada, and more
Magnetic clip sets, sport frames,
sunglass readers, fit overs,
teen and kid specials

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED

see the
HOTTEST
STYLES
in eyewear

GLASSES ARE LIKE EYE JEWELRY
GIVE YOURSELF A NEW LOOK!

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1970

1187 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

Maybe
multifocal
contact
lenses 
are right
for you.

Let Dr. Brenci
discuss the
benefits during
your next exam.

Call 850-678-8876

Dr. Amanda
Brenci,
Board Certified
Optometerist

CHARLES HENRIOTT, OPTICIAN
35 years experience • 678-0099 • 678-6211

All doctors’ prescriptions filled • Welds & Repairs • Bi-Focals • Tri-Focals • Progressives • Sunglasses
ONE HOUR SERVICE ON ALL IN-STOCK LENSES

POLICIES AS
LOW AS $100

M O T O R C Y C L ECall or stop by for a free quote.

Frances Faille
(850) 678-5642
409 John Sims Pkwy., Ste. 1
Niceville
francesfaille@allstate.com

Actual cost will vary and may depend on coverages selected. Subject to terms, availability and qualifications. 
Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company.

For the price of insuring your bike I can help protect your bike, and more 
importantly you.

Dollar for dollar no one protects the rider like Allstate. Call me today for a 
fast, free quote.

850-863-2153
Fort Walton • Destin • Niceville

Comprehensive Orthopaedic Care

General Orthopaedics
Total Joint Revision

Sports Medicine 
General Podiatry

Arthritis Prevention & Care
Bone Density Scanning

Complete Spine Care
Total Joint Reconstruction
Minimal Invasive Surgery

Foot & Ankle Surgery
Full Body MRI

Physical Therapy

John C. Warburton, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Neck & Back Specialist
All major insurance accepted,

including Tricare

Eight Board Certified Physicians

NEWSPAPER  DELIVERY 
DRIVER NEEDED

Earn extra cash of $45 to $140 or more each week
in your spare time! The Bay Beacon seeks a reli-
able independent contractor to insert, bag, and
deliver newspapers Tuesday night.  You must be
over 21 and have a reliable vehicle, a good driving
record, a Florida driverʼs license, and proof of cur-
rent liability insurance.  No collecting duties.
Earnings vary according to route and work load.
Stop by the Bay Beacon for an information sheet
and to fill out an application. The Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway, Niceville  •  678-1080
(Parkway East Shopping Center across from
PoFolks)

North Bay seeks steady millage rate
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After serving as an active duty
Air Force A/C Specialist, the
owner of One Hour Air, Lenny
Siers, transitioned from his military
uniform to the professional white
shirt/black pants uniform, each
field team member proudly wears
today.

When starting the company in
1995, Lenny chose Niceville as
the place to call home, and base
his then one-truck service compa-
ny.

“Niceville should not only be
recognized as one of the best
places to raise a family and live,”
Siers said, “it should also be rec-
ognized as a very business-friend-
ly, centrally located city, where I
am proud to base our operation
that services both Okaloosa and
Walton counties.”

One Hour Air provides the local
area with prompt and professional
air conditioning and heating repair
service, along with preventive
maintenances and tune-ups.
Since its opening 1995, the com-
pany has grown into one of the
areaʼs largest providers of resi-
dential “on time” service.

This year, One Hour Air added
two additional service vehicles to
its fleet of 30 and hired eight new
team members. “Thatʼs so we can

keep up with the demand that our
area requires as Okaloosa and
Walton counties grow. We also
relocated to a larger 13,000
square foot facility in 2011 that
has the space to grow our opera-

tion as our great community
increases in population and
homes,” Siers noted.

One Hour Air offers products
and services for homeownersʼ A/C
and heating needs, as well as
plumbing, attic ductwork, attic
insulation products and services.
Its Comfort Club Program
proact ively
allows One
Hour Air
technicians
to perform
safety and
e f f i c i e n c y
tune-ups for
clientsʼ cool-
ing and heat-
ing systems.
This gives
c u s t o m e r s
peace of mind for a minimal cost.
Membership also has rewards like
priority service and reduced repair
rates.

One Hour recently added the
Filter Club Program. This allows
its technicians to help clients man-
age the difficult task of finding and
receiving delivery of their home
comfort systemsʼ filtration needs.

Benjamin Franklin Plumbing
provides a Ben Society
Program, which is an annual
inspection on clientsʼ home
plumbing systems. This helps pre-
vent possible water quality prob-
lems along with potential break-
down and performance issues. As
with the Comfort Club, Benʼs

Society mem-
bers receive
priority service
and reduced
repair rates.

“We want
to become
your service
company, and
to take care of
your homes
comfort sys-
tem and

plumbing needs. “Our goal is to be
the most recognized and referred
provider of professional, punctual
service in Northwest Florida,”
Siers stated.

One Hour Air Conditioning and
Heating and Ben Franklin
Plumbing are located at 319 &
321 Hwy 85, Niceville. Call 389-
4611 for your appointment today.

Advertising Feature

Let Kiwanis Raise Old Glory 
At Your House Or Business

Niceville/Valparaiso

Kiwanis Club

There are seven times a year when flying our flag is the perfect way to
show your family or business’ patriotic spirit. Kiwanis can make it easy!

For just $35 a year, we will install a permanent in-ground base for
your flag. Then, just before LABOR DAY and 9/11, VETERANS

DAY, PRESIDENTS DAY, MEMORIAL DAY, FLAG DAY,
INDEPENDENCE DAY and MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY, we will
install a 3x5 foot sewn flag (not printed) on a metal pole  in front of

your home or business. And take it down afterward.
Kiwanis does it all, you do nothing but look proud!

The modest $35 a year supports Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis Club’s
numerous children’s programs throughout our community. 

Time’s a wastin’.  Act now!
Call Bill at 897-4396 or Jim at 897-3068 & order a flag.

Serving the Children of the World

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
For only $105.95 a week for 11 weeks, you can 

capitalize on a powerful promotional tool.

ADD ONE OR BOTH OF OUR 
MILITARY PAPERS AT HALF PRICE!

AALLLL   AARROOUUNNDD  TTHHEE   TTOOWWNN  

The Beaconʼs ALL AROUND THE TOWN is one 
of the best read advertising sections available. 

It combines the strength of a 
well-written business profile, a color photo, 

and 11 colorful well-designed ads.
Each week customers will tell you all about it.

Call 678-1080 today!

Note: Mail subscriptions are often delayed in the mail.
Subscriptions are nonrefundable.

Please send coupon and payment to:
 The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

For more information, contact The Bay Beacon at (850) 678-1080 or info@baybeacon.com.

Price includes any applicable sales tax.

Name:                                                                                                               

Phone:                                                                                                               

Address*:                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                            

Payment (for 1 year) ......................$104.00

The Beacon
by mail!

Weekly mail delivery is available by subscription.

Just

complete

this form and

return it with

your check!

*U.S. and APO addresses only.

One Hour Air Conditioning & Heating
Niceville: the best place to raise a family and grow a business

24/7 Service
No extra charge

Nights, Weekends
& Holidays

319 Hwy 85, Niceville

We have SOLUTIONS
for your indoor air
quality concerns.

Call 389-4611
for your FREE estimate.

How is the AIR QUALITY in your home?

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites • Shades

Hair Color • Perms
Pravana Perfection

Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

RedKen Color & Products
Kenra Haircare Products

FULL SERVICE HAIR
for ladies & men

Call Today! 678-1977

Call RHINO SHIELD Today for a
FREE Evaluation (850) 424-6829
www.RhinoShieldGulfSouth.com

NEVER PAINT YOUR HOME AGAIN!

• Perfect for wood, brick, block,
stucco and cement fiber board

• Guaranteed for 25 years
• Water proofs and resists mold & mildew
• Financing Available
• Unlimited color choices

10% OFF* Any job
of $3,000
or more

*Must present coupon at time of quote. Not valid in conjunc-
tion with any other offer. Discount applies to new orders only.

1005-A John Sims Pkwy. 
(Palm Plaza) Niceville, FL 

850-279-4361
Mon.-Tues., Thurs.-Fri.

8:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sharon M. Streeter, O.D. • Thomas A. Streeter, O.D.
Palm Eye Care

Board Certified Optometric Physicians
“A new approach to personal eye care”

Contact Lenses and Eyeglasses - Emergency Eye Injuries
Diabetes/Hypertension Management - Specialty/Bifocal 
Contact Lenses - Pediatric patients are always welcome

Sports Vision Correction for all athletes - 
Accepting TRICARE, Bluecross/BS, Medicare, 

Medicaid, AETNA, VCP, VSP, Davis Vision and Eye Med

Drs. Tom & Sharon Streeter

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES - NEWBORN TO ADULT
EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• PEDIATRICS
• PREVENTIVE CARE
• SPORT/SCHOOL PHYSICALS
• IMMUNIZATIONS

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician
NOW OFFERING HCG

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Mayor
Randall Wise
City of Niceville   

“All my experiences at the
Niceville Hearing Center have
been life changing.The Phonak®
hearing aids that I’m wearing
now help me tremendously while
attending the many meetings and
public appearances required of a
Mayor.”

NICEVILLE HEARING CENTER
www.NicevilleHearingCenter.com Proud Phonak Provider

850-678-3277 | 1001 W. College Blvd., Bldg. 2, Niceville
(Located next door to Dr. Pat Tidwell’s office)

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies

- NOW OFFERING -
• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 • www.drbroutin.com
Merchantʼs Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/12

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

• PECAN CRUSTED CATCH OF THE DAY
White fish, pan sauteed & crusted with chopped pecans. Topped with a honey
cinnamon cream sauce. Served with rice pilaf and vegetable medley
• CHICKEN PICATTA
Pan sauteed chicken breast topped with a lemon caper
cream sauce. Served with rice pilaf and vegetable medley
• BEEF TENDERLOIN MEDALLIONS
Topped with a marsala mushroom demi glace, served
with red skin mashed potatoes and vegetable medley
• FRIED GULF SHRIMP
Served with french fries and cole slaw
• SHRIMP ETOUFFEE
Sauteed bay shrimp in a classic etouffee sauce, served
over rice pilaf

HOURS:
10:45am-9pm Su.-Th. 
10:45am-9:30pm Fri.

11:30am - 9:30pm Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

$995
4:30 pm-6:00 pm

7 Days a Week

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

NEW

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us)• 678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

One Hour Air Conditioning will “always be on time, or you don't pay a dime.”

“Our goal is to be
the most recognized
and referred provider
of professional,
punctual service in
Northwest Florida.”

2300 N. Partin Drive, Niceville
Superioralf.com (850) 897-2244

OCTOBER 6

Superior Residences
For advanced registration please call

and GENERAL REPAIR

Brakes • Water Pumps
Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

NOW OFFERING
AMSOIL OIL CHANGES!

PEPPER & TONY
Zen masters, guard dogs,
& welcoming committee

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts

• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service

(850) 729-6629

The defendant then sped away,
swerving in an effort to throw her
off, and when that didn't work,
aimed his truck at another vehicle
in an effort to “scrape” her off,
prosecutors David Lunan and Tim
Molina said during closing argu-
ments.

“She wasn't going to be victim-
ized. But he ... made her a victim
anyway,” Lunan told jurors.

Thompson showed a lack of
intent that day by avoiding other
cars before hitting the truck that
resulted in Pitts flying off his vehi-
cle, his attorney, Joseph Esparza,
said.

Defense attorneys blamed the
death on two things they said were
out of their client's control—Pitts
taking the initiative to jump on
Thompson's truck and the
motorist he hit stopping in the
middle of the road.

“Nothing happens to hurt her
in any way until (the other

motorist) stops her vehicle in the
roadway completely,” Esparza
said. “You don't have the evidence
that he wanted her to die.”

But prosecutors pointed to wit-
ness testimony that no one was in
Thompson's lane of traffic or the
lane next to him. He seemed to
swerve intentionally into the other
vehicle, they contended.

“Actions speak louder than
words. He's going back and forth,
abrupt turns, and she's swinging
off the side of this car,” Lunan
said.

Pitts' parents described the
Niceville airman as a shy person
who had recently come out of her
shell after completing Air Force
basic training. She had worked
two jobs while attending college
and was thinking about getting
engaged, they said.

“Today is a most happy day for
her because justice has been
served,” Maria Elys Pitts, her
mother, testified as her voice qua-
vered. “Thank you God and you
(jurors).”

Reprinted by permission.

AIRMANʼS
From page A-1

Lorenzo Leroy Thompson,
killer of Vanessa Pitts, Niceville,
being led away from a San
Antonio, Texas, courtroom after
hearing a life sentenced pro-
nounced.

San Antonio Express-News



By Kenneth Books
Beacon Staff Writer

Three young women from
Niceville made quite an impres-
sion in the Okaloosa County
Distinguished Young Women
contest, held Aug. 11 at Niceville
High School. So much so that
two of them will go to the Florida
state contest in January in Winter
Garden. If one wins the state title,
she will compete for national
recognition next June in Mobile,
Ala.

Arden Robertson, 16, is the
Okaloosa County Distinguished
Young Woman. Ronette
Kortbein, 17, is the Distinguished
Young Woman of the Emerald
Coast. 

While Madeline Kirkpatrick,
17, won’t participate in the state
contest, she finished as runner-up
in the talent category, singing the
Natalie Cole version of “Orange
Colored Sky,” and, more impor-
tantly, she and the other two girls
became fast friends.

Arden is a senior at Collegiate
High School, while Ronette and
Madeline are seniors at Niceville
High School.

For her win, Arden received
$4,100 in scholarship money,
while Ronette got $2,500. She
also has a full ride to Troy
University “if I decide to accept
it.” Madeline received $1,000 for
college.

Arden hopes to attend Florida

State University to study account-
ing, while both Madeline and
Ronette are looking at Auburn,
although Ronette may end up at
Florida State “because they have
a good match program and I
want to be a teacher.” Madeline
hopes eventually to become a
veterinarian.

Eleven girls competed in the
contest, which evolved from the
Junior Miss contest last held
locally in 2004.

“They were all so well-round-
ed,” Arden said. “I am so blessed
and honored to receive the award.
But it was such a close competi-
tion. All 11 girls, Miss Carole
(Byrd, the Okaloosa County
Coordinator) said were just a
fraction apart. So we were all
well-rounded girls.”

The contest was scored on the
basis of scholastics, 20 percent,
interview, 25 percent, talent, 25
percent, self-expression, 15 per-
cent, and fitness, 15 percent.

Before the overall county win-
ner was announced, Ronette said,
awards were presented in each
category. Arden won the inter-
view category and was first run-
ner-up for fitness. She also won
the “spirit award,” which carried
no weight in the scoring. Ronette
won the talent portion, singing
“Art is Calling For Me,” from the
opera “The Enchantress.” Arden
performed a contemporary dance
to the Christian song, “The Voice
of Truth.”

Although she didn’t win a
spot in the state competition,
Madeline said she gained a great
deal from participating.

“I’m really glad I decided to
do it,” she said. “I called up Miss
Carole and she explained how
fun it was. It was really fun—
more fun than I thought it would
be. I feel like it brings you a little

bit of recognition.”
Arden agreed.
“I would love to share that

Distinguished Young Women has
opened up so many doors for
me,” she said. “I really want to
give so much credit to Miss
Carole for bringing it back.”

Ronette made it unanimous.
“This program has been so

wonderful for me personally,” she
said of the Distinguished Young
Women pageant, “because it
helped me develop leadership
skills. I’m generally a pretty shy
person, but it helped me to break
out of my shell.

“I would love to encourage
(other girls) not to be afraid to do
something like this. I wasn’t real-
ly sure about it when I thought of
doing it, but I’d really like to
encourage people to do it.”

Madeline admitted that “at
first glance, it may seem kind of
daunting.” But Arden pointed out
a fringe benefit of participating.

“The first meeting we went to
was in March,” she said. “We put
our names in a hat and were
paired up with a girl to meet. The
first girl I met was Madeline and
now all three of us are best of
friends.”
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Who’s NewsNiceville duo to compete for state title
Winner of January pageant 
goes to nationals in Mobile

Beacon photo by Kenneth Books
Okaloosa Countyʼs Distinguished Young Women are, from left, Madeline Kirkpatrick, Arden
Robertson and Ronette Kortbein. Robertson is a senior at Collegiate High School and Kirkpatrick
and Kortbein are seniors at Niceville High School.

Robert Love of Niceville
recently graduated with a mas-
ter of arts in teaching degree
from Southern Arkansas
University. Love was among 87
undergraduate and graduate
students receiving degrees dur-
ing commencement exercises
Friday, Aug. 3.

***
Rocky Bayou Christian

Academy Class of 2012 gradu-
ates
William
Hudson
and Joshua
Turner
have earned
the desig-
nation of
AP Scholar
with
Distinction
by the
College
Board in
recognition
of thier
exceptional
achieve-
ment on the
college-
level
Advanced
Placement
Program
Exams.  To
be qualified
for this
award, stu-
dents must
receive an
average
score of at
least 3.5 on
all AP
exams
taken, and

Please see WHOʼS, page B-2

Joshua Turner

William Hudson

Josiah Balthazar

908 S. Palm Blvd. Niceville
www.nicevillefamilydentalcenter.com

• Comprehensive Family Care
• Advanced Sterilization Techniques
• Luma Arch Whitening ‐ In Office
• Cosmetic Veneers/Bonding
• Digital X‐Rays (Less Radiation Exposure)

• Custom Crowns/Bridges
• Implant Restoration
• Gentle Nitrous Oxide
• In Office Water Purification

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Keeping your teeth healthy, one visit at a time.

RALF P. ZAPATA, D.D.S.
THOMAS GRANT, D.M.D.

729‐1223

Most Insurance Plans Filed

We would like to
WELCOME

Dr. Thomas Grant, D.M.D. 
to Niceville Family Dental

and the community.

Please call today
for an appointment.

Reservations required, call 850.729.9463
Complimentary lunch provided.

Achoo! Oh no, it’s Flu Season
Tuesday, September 11, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Twin Cities Hospital Wellness Center
Flu season is approaching rapidly. You better be prepared!  Join us to learn tips and 
tactics for a flu-free season when Wendy Borcyk, RN, BSN, MPH, discusses the flu 
vaccination and tips for a quick recovery.

Don’t Skip A Beat
Friday, September 14, 11:30 am-1:00 pm
Twin Cities Hospital Wellness Center
What is a heart attack?  Join us to learn about early detection, prevention and warning 
signs of a heart attack.

Seniors vs. Crime
Wednesday, October 10, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Twin Cities Hospital Wellness Center
JB Whitten from the Okaloosa County Seniors vs. Crime office will discuss tips and 
tactics to teach Seniors how to avoid becoming the victims of theft and fraud.

Put Your Best Foot Forward
Friday, October 26, 11:30 am—1:00 pm
Twin Cities Hospital Wellness Center
Meet Dr. Thomas Fusco and explore treatment and surgery options for your aching feet.

HERE’S TO YOURHERE’S TO YOUR

2012 Free Community Seminar Series2012 Free Community Seminar Series



Nicotine Anonymous
If you desire to stop using nico-

tine, or stay stopped, join Nicotine
Anonymous on Thursdays at 7 p.m.,
at First Presbyterian Church, 1800
John Sims Parkway. Info: 897-
4721. 

Floral Design Studies
The Valparaiso Garden Club is

now accepting registrations for
Advanced Floral Design Studies
classes for anyone interested in
learning about floral design. Classes
will be held at the Valparaiso
Community Library on the first
Saturday of each month,
September-March, excluding

December, from 9-
11:30 a.m. Cost of six
classes: $60. Call 897-
4011, or email

jnjkam@gmail.com for registration
forms, or pick one up at the
Valparaiso Community Library. No
experience necessary. Info:
marieharrison@valp.net. 

Arts and crafts show
The fourth annual Fall Flair Arts

& Crafts Show, sponsored by the
Destin United Methodist Women,
will take place Friday, Sept. 7, 9
a.m.-5:00 p.m., and Saturday, Sept.
8, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Destin Life
Center, 200 Beach Drive, Destin.
Vendors will display and sell their
works. A bake sale will offer a vari-
ety of homemade goodies for pur-
chase. Enjoy lunch at the Soul Cafe.
All proceeds benefit Church mis-
sions.

Info: fallflair2012@aol.com

Bazaar vendors needed
Niceville UMC World Bazaar

and Benefit is seeking quality
home-craft vendors for its 36th
annual event Oct. 27. For informa-
tion and entry forms, go to
nicevilleumc.org/women/bazaar.ht
ml or call 865-4769.

Oktoberfest seeks artists
The 18th Annual Oktoberfest

and Crafts Festival at Winn-Dixie
Plaza in Bluewater Bay is looking
for artists and craftsmen interested
in selling their work. The festival,
sponsored by the Mid-Bay Rotary
Club, will be Sept. 28, from 5-10
p.m., and Sept. 29, from 11 a.m.-10
p.m. Cost for both days: $75. Info:
Bert, 897-3190. 

Rotary golf tourney
Reservations are being taken for

the Niceville-Valparaiso Rotary
Club Golf Tournament Oct. 11, at 1
p.m., Rocky Bayou
Country Club. The golf
tournament will fund
scholarships for local
students. The goal this
year is $10,000. Corporate sponsor:
$350, four player and hole sign.
Individual player: $90. Hole sign
only, $100. Info: Jimmie Boisjolie,
699-0045, jimgirl@cox.net, or nice-
valrotary@yahoo.com. Safe boating
class

Audubon beekeeping meeting
The next meeting of the

Choctawhatchee Audubon Society
will be held Thursday, Sept. 6, and
will feature a presentation on the

basics of beekeeping by Niceville
native Jeff Dietrich. Jeff is in the
fifth year of a master’s in beekeep-
ing certification through the
University of West Florida. His bees
produce honey from a variety of
local wildflowers, and samples will
be available. 

This meeting will be held in
Room 132 of the Student Services
Center (SSC 132) on the Niceville
Campus of Northwest Florida State
College at 6:30 p.m., for socializing
and refreshments, and the program
at 7 p.m. The meeting is free and
open to all who have an interest in
birds and nature. For more informa-
tion , please call Walt Spence at
582-7064.

Library movie day
The Valparaiso

Community Library
plans its first Early
Release Movie Day of
the fall, “The Pirates:

Band of Misfits,” Sept. 6, 1:30 p.m.
Snacks and drinks will be provided.

Schoolhouse marks 100th
Camp Walton Schoolhouse afi-

cionados will celebrate the build-
ing’s 100 years on Saturday, Sept. 8,
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Everyone is invited for an old-
fashioned party with decorations,
cake and ice cream. The theme of
the day is the time period the
schoolhouse functioned as a school:
1912-1936. Meet Fort Walton
Beach’s founding families whose
ancestors attended the school and
learn about the past. Enjoy these
activities and displays throughout
the day:

—Live music and games such as
3-legged races;

—Educational exhibits on inven-
tions, toys, and newspaper head-
lines from 1912-1936.;

—Antique cars on Heritage Park
grounds;

—Old-fashioned photo opportu-
nities;

—Shopping for schoolhouse
related items, including a new
Christmas ornament.

Admission to all museums at

Heritage Park and Cultural Center
will be free that day.

3rd annual “Holly” day 5K run
The third annual “Holly” day 5K

fun run is scheduled for 7:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Sept. 8, starting at the east
pavilion at James Lee Park by the

Crab Trap Restaurant, in
Destin. Early registration
is available for $25 at
active.com. Registration
will also be available the

day of the race for $30. Call Maria at
225-1648 or Cathy at 582-0806 for
more info. Proceeds will benefit
Shred Out Cancer, a nonprofit organ-
ization in memory of local teen,
Holly Burke. Runners will receive a
T-shirt and goodie bag.

Trophies will be awarded, and a
YOLO board and other prizes will be
raffled. 

JobsPlus seminar
The Fort Walton Beach Public

Library will host Larry Tipton from
JobsPlus Saturday, Sept. 8, 1 p.m.,
for a job resource and resume writ-
ing seminar. This is a free seminar
and no sign up is required.

Info: 833-9590 or
fwb.org/library.

The Fort Walton Beach Library is
located at 185 Miracle Strip Parkway
SE, Fort Walton Beach. Parking is
located on First Street SE to the
North and Ferry Road SE to the East.

ʻObamacare” briefing
The League of Women Voters of

Okaloosa County has announced a
special informational briefing on the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act scheduled for Saturday,
Sept. 8, 4-5:30 p.m., at the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of the
Emerald Coast, 1295 N. Bayshore
Drive, Valparaiso.

The meeting is free and open to
the public, and will provide a great
opportunity for citizens to get
answers to their questions about how
“Obamacare” will affect
them. Refreshments will be provid-
ed. For more information,
visit lwvokaloosa.org.

ʻKidsʼ Voice of Alzheimerʼsʼ
Sterling House Bluewater Bay

and Maryann Makekau with Hope
Matters will join forces Sept. 9,
12:30-5:30 p.m., for the inaugural
“Kids’ Voice of Alzheimer’s” event,
which will focus on helping chil-
dren who have loved ones affected

by dementia or Alzheimer’s disease,
cope and understand memory loss in
developmentally appropriate terms.
Admission is free.

Info or to RSVP: Tami Miles,
729-3323. 

Blood drive for 1st responders
Northwest Florida Blood

Services will be at Sterling House,
Bluewater Bay, Sept. 10, 10 a.m.-1
p.m., for a 9/11 commemorative
blood drive in honor of first respon-
ders for Patriots Day. Wear read
white and blue and stay for refresh-
ments.

DAR to meet in FWB
Choctawhatchee Bay Chapter

National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution will meet at

the First Presbyterian Church, 134
Beal Parkway SW, Fort Walton
Beach, at 10 a.m.,
Thursday, Sept. 13. Paul
Lux, Okaloosa County
Supervisor of Elections,
will speak on voting and
the Constitution. DAR is open to all
women who are lineally descended
from a Revolutionary War patriot.
Following the meeting a genealogy
lecture will be given by Richard
Ferman at 1 p.m. and is open to the
public.

Info: 496-7056

Fisher House golf tourney
The annual Fairways for the

Fisher House Golf Tournament will
be Sept. 13, at 1:30 p.m., with a shot-
gun start at Kelly Plantation. The
gala event will take place Sept. 14,
from 6-9 p.m. at Eglin Air Force
Base Bay View Club with dinner,
entertainment and a silent auction.
Gala tickets may be purchased in
advance for $50. Proceeds from the
event will benefit the Fisher House
of the Emerald Coast. Info: fisher-
houseemeraldcoast.org, or 259-
4956. Several sponsorship levels are

available. 

Friends set book sale
The Friends of the

Niceville Library annual
book sale will take place at Niceville
Community Center, adjacent to the
library, Sept. 14, 4-6 p.m., for
Friends only, and 15, 8:30 a.m.-2
p.m., for the general public.
Saturday’s event will include a bake
sale.

Info: 729-4090.

Vocalist auditions
The Northwest Florida State

College Schola Cantorum (School of
Singing) will hold vocalist auditions
Monday, Sept.10 and 17 in the
Mattie Kelly Arts Center on the
Niceville campus. Experienced
singers and good readers of
music are encouraged to
audition. The Schola
Cantorum performs three
to five concerts each semester in
local venues. The group does music
from all periods of composition from
early to modern. This semester, the
group will prepare a concert of
Christmas music for December con-
certs. Much of the music is per-
formed a capella. Schola Cantorum
is directed by Music Faculty and
Symphony Conductor Emeritus,
John Leatherwood. He may be con-
tacted at 830-2062 for additional
information.

Braille training
The Northwest Florida

Visionnaires, Inc. will present a free
Library of Congress Braille
Transcription Certification Class to
teach the skills to transcribe text-
books for the blind children of
Florida Sept. 17 through April,
Mondays 10 a.m.-noon (except holi-
days), Room 912, First United
Methodist Church Community Life
Center, Niceville.

No experience with braille or the
blind is necessary. Some computer
skills and access to your own home
computer are necessary to participate.
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Child care expert to speak
John Rosemond, syndicated columnist and author of more
than 14 best selling parenting books, including his most
recent, “Parenting By The Book,” is coming back to Niceville
after 10 years Sunday, Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m., at the Mattie Kelly Art
Center. Tickets are $25 for general admission or $45 for VIP
seats and reception. Also, a silent auction will be available.
To for tickets, call 729-6000 or visit
mattiekellyartscenter.org/index.cfm.

scores of 3
or higher
on 5 or
more
exams.

Class of
2012 grad-
uates
Josiah
Balthazar,
Neely

Fawaz, and
Wendy
Kent have
earned the
designation
of AP
Scholar.  To
be qualified
for this
award, a
student
must
receive grades of 3 or higher on
3 or more AP Exams. 

WHOʼS
From page B-1

Neely Fawaz

Wendy Kent

First  Baptis t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm

St. Paul Lutheran & Preschool
Sunday Services

8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion
1st & 3rd Sunday

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Nursery Provided.

“God’s work. Our hands.”

1407 John Sims Pkwy E. 
Niceville, FL 32578

850-678-1298
www.stpaulniceville.com

www.nicevilleinsurance.com

This season protect your team with
insurance from Auto-Owners Insurance and keep

everything you value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

We are an independent agency proudly
representing Auto‐Owners Insurance!

FRUIT ............................5 LBS
Sliced Peaches .................................$15.00
Blackberries ......................................$15.00
Pineapple Chunks.............................$15.00
Strawberries......................................$15.00
Mixed Fruit ........................................$15.00
(Peaches, Pineapple & Strawberries)

NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & EBT
ALL ITEMS ARE FRESH, CLEAN, CUT, SHELLED AND PACKAGED!

(228) 990-5605 • bandhveggies@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH
Niceville, **9:00AM - 2:00PM**

On John Sims Parkway, across from the Dollar Store in Bayou Plaza
Crestview, **Noon - 3:30PM**

Corner Seventh & N. Ferdon, across from Northview Plaza
DeFuniak Springs, **9:00AM - 11:00AM**

Intersection Hwy. 90 & 331 South, At JBʼs Chinese Restaurant

LADY
CREAM
PEAS

NOW
AVAILABLE

VEGETABLES ....................................10 LBS....5 LBS
Purple Hull, Zipper, Crowder
Black Eyed, Lady Creme & English Peas.................$23.00.........$14.00
Speckled Butter Beans .............................................$23.00.........$14.00
Petite Baby Limas, Southern Butter Peas ................$23.00.........$14.00
Ford Hook Limas.......................................................$23.00.........$14.00
Cut Okra, Cut Squash, Snap Beans & Broccoli.............$21.00.........$13.00
Baby Boiling Okra, Season Blend ...................................2 lb. bag, $6.00
Turnip Greens & Collard Greens .....................................3 lb. bag, $6.00
California Blend (Broccoli, Cauliflower, Carrots) ...........................$13.00
Navy Beans...............................................................$23.00.........$14.00
Pinto Beans...............................................................$23.00.........$14.00
Shoepeg field corn ....................................................$23.00.........$14.00

Bluewater Orthopedics
is proud to announce
their newest surgeon,
BRADLEY GOEKE, M.D.

Dr. Goeke combines
state of the art orthopedic
skill with compassionate
care.  After working at
Eglin Air Force Base for
the past eight years, Dr.
Goeke is a familiar face–
in a new place.

• Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon

• Specializes in General Orthopedics including 
arthroscopic surgery, joint replacement, fracture care 
and sports medicine.

• USAFA graduate, studied at Tulane Medical School and 
University of Arkansas Orthopedic Surgery Residency

NICEVILLE 850-897-8081 1950 Bluewater Blvd., Suite 100
DESTIN 850-622-3713 7720 Hwy. 98 W., Suite 200
CRESTVIEW 850-897-8081 550 W. Redstone Ave., Suite 320

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN CHURCH
Sunday Morning Services
9 a.m. Traditional Spirit-filled Worship with Holy Communion

Nursery, ages 6 wks.-2yrs.; Sunday School, ages 2-7
11:01 a.m. Walk In…Worship
(Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion)

Nursery & Sunday School provided
Immanuel Anglican Youth
Wednesday Nights 6:30-8p.m. @ The Shed

Hang out; engage; worship; grow
www.iacdestin.org   “Pointing The Way To Jesus”

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin | Church Office: 850-837-6324

Weddings, Engagements, or Special Anniversaries?

We would like to let everyone in your hometown know about! Just write up
a little article and enclose a photo if possible and bring it by or mail it to: 

Beacon Newspapers. 1181 E. John Sims Pky., Niceville, FL 32578
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Niceville’s #1
REAL ESTATE OFFICE

Law Office of
SAMUEL M. PEEK

Estate Planning & Probate
Wills & Living Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives
Business Corporations & LLC

Samuel M. Peek, J.D., LL.M. Tax
678-1178

222 Government Avenue
Niceville, FL 32578

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask us to send
you free information about our qualifications and experience.

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified

Eye Surgeon & Cataract Specialist

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our office policy that the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment
which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for any free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Dr. Darren Payne’s Smart lens Procedure can produce clear vision
without eye glasses at all distances (close up, far away, & in between)

Call Today at:
Niceville Location
115 Bailey Dr. • 678-5338

Crestview Location
930 N. Ferdon Blvd. • 682-5338

Call for a Smart Lens Evaluation with Dr. Darren Payne

Need Eye Glasses to Read?
Smart LensesSM

Girl Scouts hold sock hop for charity
The Twin Cities Girl Scouts Service Unit held a sock hop for all Girl Scouts, kindergarten through 12th grade, in Niceville and
Valparaiso Saturday, Aug. 25 at First United Methodist Church. They learned the stroll and the hand jive, hula hooped and did the
limbo and had fun dancing in their socks. Coke and root beer floats were served to help the girls cool off the ʻ50s way. The Scouts
also collected 153 pair of socks for Children in Crisis. 

Boy Scouts earn  72 merit badges
Troop 52 of Valparaiso recently held a Court of Honor to recognize its Scoutsʼ achievements. Scouts earned 17 ranks, 72 merit
badges and 31 special awards through summer camp and troop events. Theyʼve had fun zip lining, kayaking, canoeing, climb-
ing, blacksmithing and more. The troop meets most Mondays at New Hope Church in Valparaiso. Call 678-8014 for information
or to arrange a visit.

Locally owned 18 years
Corner of Partin & John Sims

“A name you can trust”JIM SMITH
Owner

678-5999

of FIREARMS
SELECTIONLARGE

JEWELRY REPAIR

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER AND FIREARMS

Polly’s Concrete ProductsPolly’s Concrete Products
www.pollysconcrete.com

Before After

$50.00 OFF
Formed & Poured

Driveway

$100.00OFF
Cobblestone Paver

Driveway

READY TO ENHANCE YOUR
CURB APPEAL?

Upgrade your old existing driveway
with Stylish Cobblestone Pavers or

we can remove and repour your driveway.

Call today for a free estimate 897-3314

96 years and counting
Marlin Griffin celebrates his 96th birthday with Ray Ditirro at
Sandy & Ray Realty LLC, Bluewater Bay. Marlin displayed an
array of his illustrations and artwork at the Friday, Aug. 17,
party. More than 100 friends attended to wish him a happy
birthday.

Bass gives to Scouts
Gary Feduccia, promotions department at Destin Bass Pro
shops, presents a check for $812 to Billy Egan, district field
director for the Boy Scouts of America, Gulf Coast Council.
The check represented 50 percent of total donations taken by
Bass Pro Shops during the Boy Scout month of June. The
other 50 percent went to the national BSA headquarters.



Page B-4                                                                                                                                                  Wednesday, September 5, 2012THE BAY BEACON

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Florida 32578
(850) 678-1080  •  Fax: 729-3225

info@baybeacon.com

The Bay Beacon
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Stephen W. Kent
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Advertising 
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Candice Legge
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Karon Dey
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The Bay Beacon and Beacon Express, incorporating the Bluewater Breeze, is
published every Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises Inc. Free total-market home
delivery to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-

Walton County from Villa Tasso to Basin Bayou, including Choctaw Beach.
Subscriptions:  One year, mail, $104.  One year, electronic subscription, $52.

Sara Kent
Advertising Director

Eagles top East Gadsden in grid opener, 51-17
By Sarah Clauson
Beacon Correspondent

The Niceville Eagles fol-
lowed up their high-scoring win
in the Kick Off Classic with a
51-17 victory over East
Gadsden Friday night. The sea-
son opener previewed a well-
prepared, strong and cohesive
team that looks to yet again be a
fierce competitor in the District
2-6A lineup, and possibly
beyond.

The Jaguars took an early
but short-lived lead with a field
goal in the first quarter, but the
Eagles took possession and run-
ning back Shi Kim Coward
quickly set the tone with strong
runs and a touchdown to take
the lead, which they never sur-
rendered.

The offense, led by senior
quarterback Andrew Mitchell,
continued to move with speed
and deliberation, making it easy
to forget that this was just the
Eagles’ season opener. The
defense also applied steady
pressure, and took advantage of
its competitor’s missteps with

Please see EAGLES, page B-5

Golf tourney set
for two charities

The Emerald Coast
Association of Realtors plans
the first Toys for Tots golf out-
ing and Homes for Our Troops
silent auction, saluting Marine
Corps Gunnery Sgt. John
Hayes. The tournament and auc-
tion will be held at the Eglin Air
Force Base golf course Monday,
Oct. 1.

The goal is to raise funds and
collect toys for the Emerald
Coast Toys for Tots, which sup-
ports more than 35 Okaloosa
and Walton County charities
with children ranging in age
from 0 to 16 and to raise funds
for the Homes for Our Troops
project which is currently rais-
ing money to build a home for
Hayes.

In 2010, Hayes was on his

fourth deployment when he lost
both of his legs and suffered
life-threatening injuries after
stepping on an lED in Sangin,
Afghanistan.

The tournament shotgun tee-
off/scramble time is noon and
play will be limited to the first
120 players (30 teams).  Lunch
is planned for 11:30 a.m., as
well as refreshments, carts,
goodie bags, door prizes,
awards, cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres. The cost is $75 per
player with all proceeds going
to both charities.

For more information on golf
sponsorship or to contribute
prizes or other donations, con-
tact Susan Rood at 855-7411 or
emeraldcoasttoysfortots@gmail
.com.

Rocky falls in opener
to Jay, 67-21
Rocky Bayou Christian School wide receiver Josh Preston uses
his height advantage and great hands to pull down a pass for a
first down Friday in a home game against John Jay High School.
The Knights fell, 67-21, in the game.

Beacon photo by Norman Wolf

Spearfishing tourney set
The second annual Gulf

Coast Reef Hunter Spearfishing
Tournament, sponsored by
Discovery Dive World, is
scheduled for Sept. 22 at the
North Light Marina dock. A
mandatory captains’ meeting is
planned for Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. at
Discovery Dive World, 92 S.
John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso.

Participants can start shoot-
ing upon sufficient light.
Weigh-ins will be allowed from
noon until 4 p.m. Awards and
trophy presentations will be
conducted after 5 p.m. at the
North Light Marina Dockside
Cafe.

Team competition registra-
tion is $90 per team; registra-
tion within two days of the
tournament is $100. Team
members can compete in the
individual competition as well
for an additional $45 per per-
son.

Individual competition reg-
istration is $45; junior individ-
ual competition registration is
$40. Registration within two
days of the tournament is $45.

Registration forms and
release and waiver forms are
available online at discoverydi-
veworld.com or at Discovery
Dive World. 

Senior Denzel Applewhite throws an East Gadsden running
back for a loss Friday.Niceville High Schoolʼs Dylan Estep evades East Gadsden defenders Friday during the Eaglesʼ

51-17 victory at home.

Beacon photos by Sarah Clauson

NEWSPAPER  DELIVERY 
DRIVER NEEDED

Earn extra cash of $45 to $140 or more each week in your
spare time! The Bay Beacon seeks a reliable independent
contractor to insert, bag, and deliver newspapers Tuesday
night.  You must be over 21 and have a reliable vehicle, a
good driving record, a Florida driverʼs license, and proof of
current liability insurance.  No collecting duties.  Earnings
vary according to route and work load.  Stop by the Bay
Beacon for an information sheet and to fill out an application. 

The Beacon 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, 
Niceville • 678-1080 

(Parkway East Shopping Center across from PoFolks)
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Badcock daybed
complete with
everything except
pillows. $150.00 Call
678-1678.

Class-A CDL flatbed
drivers. Home on the
weekends! All miles
paid (Loaded &
Empty)! Lease to own-
No money down. Call
888-880-5911

EDITORIAL
ASSISTANT

Beacon Newspapers

Beacon Newspapers
(The Bay Beacon, The
Eglin Flyer, The
Hurlburt Patriot, and
The Green Beret)
seeks an editorial
assistant who will work
in the office to help
compile, write, and edit
news items, assist the
editor in preparing the
newspapers for publi-
cation, and perform
other clerical and
administrative duties
under the direction of
the editor. Applicants
must be familiar with
desktop computers,
able to write quickly
and accurately, and
possess proofreading
and editing skills.
Candidates must be
detail-oriented, and
able to adapt to a fast-
paced editorial environ-
ment. Nonsmoking
office. Competitive pay,
commensurate with
experience and apti-
tude. Benefits include
paid vacation and holi-
days, and IRA plan.
Apply at The Bay
Beacon, 1181 E. John
Sims Parkway,
Niceville, FL 32578.

Part-time cook for
Rocky Bayou CC.
Approximately $10.00
per hour D.O.E. Contact
Bonney or Andy at 678-
3270 ext. 2.

Candlewood Suites is
seeking an energetic,
g u e s t - o r i e n t e d
customer service
representative with a
beautiful smile and
excellent customer
service skil ls for
Candlewood Suites in
Miramar Beach. IHG
Opera experience a
plus. Must be flexible
with shifts and able to
work weekends.
Premium pay for
premium associate! No
phone calls please.
Apply in person.

Newspaper Ad Sales
The Beacon
Newspapers (The Bay
Beacon, The Eglin
Flyer, The Hurlburt
Patriot, and The Green
Beret) has an opening
for a career-minded,
full-time person to sell
newspaper advertising
outside the office.
Calling on new cus-
tomers and collecting
also required.
Candidates should be
upbeat, energetic,
organized, self-starting
and detail-oriented.
Salary plus commis-
sion. Benefits include
IRA plan and paid vaca-
tion. Candidates must
be available 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays. We will
train the right person.
Reply with cover letter
and resume, or apply in
person at the Beacon,
1181 John Sims
Parkway. (Parkway
East Shopping Center
across from PoFolks)

Newspaper Delivery
Earn extra cash of $45
to $140 or more each
week in your spare
time! The Bay Beacon
seeks a reliable inde-
pendent contractor to
insert, bag, and deliver
newspapers Tuesday
night.  You must be
over 21 and have a reli-
able vehicle, a good
driving record, a Florida
driverʼs license, and
proof of current liability
insurance.  No collect-
ing duties.  Earnings
vary according to route
and work load.  Stop by
the Bay Beacon for an
information sheet and
to fill out an application.
The Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway,
Niceville  •  678-1080 

House for rent in
Niceville. 3 bdrm, 2
bath, 1700 SF. Fenced
yard, $1200. Call 678-
2324 or 830-7879.

Save money on your
next pair of eye
glasses with Gayleʼs
Vision Mobile Optical
Service. Licensed
professional optician.
We come to your
location at your
convenience. Call
(850) 398-2360 to
schedule your free
appointment.

3B/2.5BA with bonus
room. All appliances,
includes W/D. No pets.
No smoking. Phone
865-3604. $1000
deposit. $1200
monthly.

Services

Help Wanted

Furniture

Homes for Rent

Townhouse for Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

WILSON MINGER AGENCY, INC.
Nicevilleʼs Top-Selling Real Estate Office

RENTALS AVAILABLE!
Niceville, Crestview, 

Fort Walton and Navarre!
One bedroom to
five bedrooms

from $450-$2500!
Search online at:

OurLocalRental.com

Century 21
Wilson Minger Agency

Niceville’s Top Selling Real Estate Office

729-6504

- RENTALS -

850-897-1443

Bluewater Bay Resort Realty

Marquette Street - 2/1,Unfurnished - $675
**Close to Eglin, great for military**
Quiet neighborhood, across from park,
duplex community, washer & dryer included
Bay Villas - Studio - Furnished - $1200
Waterfront, ground floor, remodeled, includes
cable, internet, utilities, washer/dryer
AVAILABLE NOW!
Florida Club - 1-2 bdms - Furnished - $1400-$1600
Screened patio, includes cable, internet,
utilities, washer/dryer. Complex features pool,
hot tub, sauna, car wash, workout room, and
club house.
Lakeside - 2/2 plus loft - Furnished - $1600
Townhouse style, waterfront, includes cable,
internet, utilities, washer/dryer, pool access

Long Term Rentals Needed
Homes, townhomes, patio homes, condos
needed in Bluewater Bay Resort for our
booming long-term rental program.
Experienced, professional real estate
management program available to meet
your investment/ involvement needs.

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Niceville 
Offices
500SF-
1,000SF

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

PRIME
WAREHOUSE

OR OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call

897-6464

See news happening?
Call the

Beacon Newspapers
at 678-1080

Kenny
Wilson
Painting

30 Yrs. Experience
Quality Work &

Clean Up A Standard
Licensed & Insured

368-2710
651-3329

PAINTING

THE BEACON’S

AT YOUR SERVICE
LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn &

Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RJ: (850) 699-1617
Bryan: (850) 259-1981

Licensed & Insured

SALON

c Massage
c Facials
c Speciality Nail Arts
c Waxing (Eyebrows, 

Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 13 yrs.
in the Niceville Area

Gift Certificates Available

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Driveways
Fencing

Docks
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$19.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE! HOME REPAIR

•Vinyl Siding, 
Soffit, & Fascia

•Screen Rooms
& Patio Covers

•Replace Rotten 
Wood & Screens

Lic# RX0066839585-9511

MINI STORAGE

(850) 729-1005
204 KELLY RD. 

NICEVILLE, FL 32578

Kelly Rd.
W.R. Harden, Inc. dba

Jan C. Bogan
General Manager

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair

& Maintenance
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Security Lighting
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Free Estimates
• Sheet Rock/Painting
• Exterior Wood &
Fence Repair

No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

25
Years

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$19.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!

PAINTING

Painting
Where quality makes the grade!

• Interior & Exterior
• Popcorn Removal
• Textured Ceilings
• Pressure Washing
• Licensed & Insured

A+ Professional

APlusProfessionalPaintingInc.com

Call today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!
(850) 225-0981

Locally owned
& operated

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

Bayou
Tree Service

IRRIGATION

CALL KENT BENNET 
(850) 685-3507

Servicing Okaloosa Co.

Irrigation
Pump Repair

KBES

Pool Pumps
Lift Pumps

Adjust/Replace
Sprinkler Systems

Most cases,
Same Day Service

PRESSURE WASHING

5%
DISCOUNT
for Military,

Senior, & First
Responders

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
CONCRETE WALKWAYS • DRIVE THROUGHS

RELIABLE SERVICE

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

app1@ymail.com
www.allpropowerwashing.com

FREE ESTIMATES

TUTORING

PAINTING

• Knock Down • Interior & Exterior
• Free Estimates 
• 17 Years Experience
• Licensed & Insured
• Work Guaranteed
• Small Sheet Rock Repairs
• Pressure Washing
• Associations Welcome

850-259-4168

BEST
PRICES
AROUND!

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

TREE SERVICE

Country Roads
Tree Service

“We cut so you don’t have to”

• Tree removal,
trimming, & thinning

• Storm damage clean up
• 24-Hour

Emergency Service
• Fully Licensed/Insured
• Call today for a

Free Estimate!
Ask for Joe
the Tree Man!

(850)
461-7170

Residential/Commercial

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

GENERATOR SERVICE & REPAIR

R&S
GENERATOR

Service

850-419-2540

Locally Owned & Operated

Preventative Maintenance Programs

All Major Repairs

Licensed & Insured

1821 John Sims Parkway
Niceville, Florida  32578

(850) 678-5178
www.CarriageHills.com

Realtor@CarriageHills.com

MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE!
OUR AGENTS ARE EXPERIENCED,

KNOWLEDGEABLE AND DEDICATED
TO HELP YOU BUY OR SELL!

CALL FOR A FREE COMPARATIVE
MARKET ANALYSIS!

REALTOR®

BEACON NEWSPAPERS

1181 E. John Sims Pkwy.,
Niceville, FL 32578

(850) 678-1080

BEACON NEWSPAPERS

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________
$11.00

__________________
$11.60

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________
$11.20

__________________
$11.80

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________
$11.40

__________________
$12.00

First Word

Please write ad on form. Include phone number as part of ad.
Minimum charge per paper is $11.00* for up to 10 words.  Each
additional word 20¢. Attach more paper if needed.

Name                                                        Phone                                                                        

Address                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                   

*Base price includes $5 weekly discount for walk-in or mail-in prepaid ads.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: 2 P.M. FRIDAY FOR WEDNESDAY
CONVENIENT WAYS TO PLACE

YOUR BEACON CLASSIFIED AD!
Mail or Stop By:
Beacon Newspapers, 1181 E. John Sims
Pwky., Niceville, FL 32578.
Office Hours:
8 a.m.- 5 p.m. M-F. After hours, use mail
slot in our door. Please enclose check.
E-Mail: classified@baybeacon.com
Type "Classified" in subject field.  (Do not
include credit card information. We will call
you for credit card info. $5 processing fee.)

*Base price includes $5 weekly discount
for walk-in or mail-in prepaid ads.  Please
make checks payable to the Beacon
Newspapers.

Bay Beacon         (Number of weeks)              
Eglin Flyer            (Number of weeks)              
Hurlburt Patriot     (Number of weeks)              
Green Beret         (Number of weeks)              

50% DISCOUNT FOR ADDITIONAL WEEKS OR PAPERS.  CHECK PUBLICATIONS TO PUBLISH AD:

Price of first run ....................$                         
+ Price of subsequent runs ......$                         
= Total price ..............................$                         

Ads are non-refundable.

an interception by senior defen-
sive back Demetrius Davis and a
couple of fumble recoveries. 

The Eagles’ special teams
also impressed. After a
Niceville punt and a blunder

by the East Gadsden receiver,
sophomore Drew Frederic got
his hands on the ball and gave
possession back to the Eagles.
The special teams started the
second half with an onside
kick that proved successful
and gave the Eagles the ball on
the 34-yard line.

During halftime, Taylor
Haugen, who lost his life four
years ago after an injury on the
football field, was respectfully
remembered and honored by
the retiring of his jersey num-
ber. Number 80 will forever
represent him, and the incredi-
ble impact he had on the

school and the community.
The dedication paid tribute to
Haugen and emphasized his
commitment to faith, Family,
friends and Niceville High
School. The special ceremony
concluded with Haugen’s
motto, “Don’t quit, never give
up,” which the Eagle football

team has embraced whole-
heartedly. 

After the evening’s exciting
victory, head coach John Hicks
spoke highly of both teams.

“I thought they were a pret-
ty good team and we handled
them pretty good, so I’m
encouraged by that,” said

Hicks. “I thought we played
well overall—certainly some-
thing to build on.” The victory,
which marked Hicks’ 100th
win, began the Eagles’ defense
of their district title. This
Friday they face off against
Pace High School at 7 at the
Eagle Stadium. 

EAGLES
From page B-4

• Safe roof black streak removal
• Low-pressure roof cleaning
• Low-pressure house cleaning
• Wood, deck, & fence restoration
• Best service around • Lic & Ins.



Cadet Sarah Rosa Gold,
daughter of Lt. Col. and Mrs.
Allan Gold of Niceville, com-
pleted Cadet Basic Training at
the U.S. Military Academy.

Gold entered West Point July
2 and has successfully completed
six weeks of CBT. CBT is one of
the most challenging events a
cadet will encounter over the

course of
their four
years at the
academy.

The ini-
tial military
training pro-
gram pro-
vides cadets
with basic
skills to
instill disci-
pline, pride,
cohesion, confidence and a high
sense of duty to prepare them for
entry into the Corps of Cadets.
Areas of summer instruction

included first aid, mountaineer-
ing, hand grenades, rifle marks-
manship and nuclear, biological,
and chemical training.

Gold began classes Aug. 20.
The West Point curriculum offers
37 majors balancing physical sci-
ences and engineering with
humanities and social sciences
leading to a Bachelor of Science
degree.

Gold graduated from
Niceville High School. She plans
to graduate from West Point in
2016 and be commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army.

Mark and Martha Woolsey
announce the engagement of
their son, McClain Woolsey, to
Jenni Watkins. 

McClain is a 2000 graduate
of Niceville High School and a
2006 graduate of the University
of Central Florida. He earned
his doctorate in dental surgery
from the University of

Missouri-Kansas City School
of Dentistry in May 2012.  In
July 2012, McClain began a
Periodontics residency in
Kansas City. 

Jenni is a 2003 graduate of
Princeton High School in
Princeton, Mo., and a 2007
graduate of the University of
Central Missouri with a degree
in marketing.  She is currently
living in Kansas City, Mo., and
working as a sales representa-
tive for AMC Theaters. 

The wedding will be held at
the Sunset Beach Clubhouse in
Niceville Oct. 20, 2012.

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

Walk On.

Our orthopaedic services  
can help get you back into  
the swing of things. 
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To order, please call or visit:
850-226-4111  •  EdibleArrangements.com

230 Eglin Parkway N.E., Fort Walton Beach
Edible®

ARRANGEMENTS

Perfect for any celebration!

cupcake shaped pineapple
dipped in white and
semisweet chocolate

cupcake shaped pineapple
dipped in white and
semisweet chocolate

$5off!

PICK-UP OR DELIVERY
When you mention this ad. Offer valid
on select products. Cannot be com-
bined with other offers. Offer code
must be used when placing the order.
Code: bayb0912 • Exp: 9/30/12

any order

Destin UMC helps Children in Crisis
The Destin United Methodist Church Vacation Bible School recently presented Children in Crisis
a check for $480 to help provide a home and care to the abused, neglected and abandoned chil-
dren of our community.  The donation was a gift from the childrenʼs classes to make a difference
in the lives of children in need. from left: Ken Hair, CIC President  CEO; and Destin United
Methodist Church Vacation Bible School teachers Judy Wiseman, Kim Hellen and Dana Chandle.

Top shot
Bonnie Hutton of Niceville
resident won first place in
the Nature/Landscape
Division of the Arts and
Design Societyʼs 13th annu-
al Photography and Digital
Arts Exhibition. Her win-
ning entry, “Fleeing the
Unknown,” was taken when
she was on photo safari in
Tanzania.

Cadet Sarah
Rosa Gold

Jenni Watkins and McClain
Woolsey.

EngagementIn the Service
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NHS class of ‘82
donates to fund

The Taylor Haugen
Foundation (THF) received a
$1,680 check from the
Niceville High School Class of
1982, Alumni & Friends, on
Aug. 23.  Taylor Haugen, 15,
died in pursuit of his passion
for football.

The THF provides scholar-
ships, grants and awards the
Taylor Haugen Trophy to stu-
dents who emulate Taylor’s
devotion to faith, family,
friends, academics, sports and,
most importantly, his mantra of
“Don’t Quit—Never Give Up.”

The Foundation also pro-
vides funding to athletic teams,
schools and districts through
its YESS (Youth Equipment for
Sports Safety) and evoSheild
rib-shirts.

ITo learn more about Taylor
and to donate, go to taylorhau-
gen.org.

 
  
 

 
  

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

Frank Walker, Agent
State Farm Agent

1189 John Sims Parkway E
Niceville, FL  32578
Bus: 850-678-7878

NMLS MLO #508181, NMLS MB #110089
MLO License #LO13213
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Bus: 850-678-7878
Niceville, FL  32578

1189 John Sims Parkway E
State Farm Agent

, Agentalkerr,Frank W
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