
Work ahead
of schedule
on bridge
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Working at night, AC
Columbia, one of two con-
struction contractors working
on the last two phases of the
Mid-Bay Bridge Connector
Road, placed the last of 10
beams over Highway 85
North overnight Thursday and
Friday. Just north of the
Mullet Festival site, the
bridge is the termination point
of the 11-mile toll road that
will whisk motorists to-and-
from the Mid-Bay Bridge
connecting Niceville and
Destin.

James Van Steenburg, con-
struction manager for the
project, told the governing
board of the Mid-Bay Bridge
Authority (MBBA) Thursday
that contractors are making
significant progress, and are
ahead of schedule on several
of the bridges that will carry
toll traffic over Eglin wet-
lands and streams including
Turkey, Swift and Rocky

creeks. The last two phases of
the road are scheduled to be
completed in early 2014.

Jim Vest, executive director
of the MBBA, told the gov-
erning board members that
toll revenue was up 3 percent

from last year, but the
increase was primarily due to
an extra “leap day” last
month.

Vest also noted that the 

Beacon photo by Del Lessard
Ten beams were placed over Highway 85 as part of the connec-
tor road from the Mid-Bay Bridge.

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Besides any bragging rights,
an A report card from the Florida
Department of Education brings
more money to teachers at top-
ranked schools.

Rita Scallan, chief financial
officer for the Okaloosa County
School District, announced Feb.
22 that the school district received
$1,533,392, from its School
Recognition Award allocation
from the Department of

Education. The money is awarded
annually to public schools that
earn an A school report card dur-
ing the past school year. This
year's money was based on $70
for each non-weighted, full-time
equivalent (FTE) student enrolled
at A schools during the previous
school year.

Last year the state gave A
schools $75 per full-time equiva-
lent student. 

Even at the lower reward
amount, the 28 district schools

that received an A brought in
$1,533,392 to the school district,
according to Scallan. As in the
past, the majority of schools have
elected to use the report card
money to give bonuses to teach-
ers.

Release of the high school
grades on Jan. 4, and last sum-
mer's release of school scores for
elementary and middle schools,
shows that all the schools serving
the Twin Cities of Niceville and
Valparaiso are A schools. 

At $70 per FTE, here's what
reward money each school serv-
ing the Twin Cities receives:

—Niceville High, $128,419.
—Destin Middle, $46,189.
—Lewis K-8 School, $46,099.
—Ruckel Middle, $59,028.
—Bluewater Elementary,

$53,138.
—Edge Elementary, $36,546.
—Plew Elementary, $45,727.
Collegiate High School, a

charter high school in the school
district, received $18,705. 

Liza Jackson Preparatory
School, another charter school for
grades 1-8 received $56,091.

Although Scallan provided
Okaloosa County's A schools an
estimated amount based on the
$70 per FTE back in October, the
state didn't release a final figure
of reward money for all A
schools (elementary, middle and
high schools) until after Feb. 4,
the end of the appeal period for
high schools to challenge their
report card grade, she said. 

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

North Bay Fire District com-
missioners March 13 asked the
district's auditor why the alleged
theft of $80,000 from the district
by its bookkeeper hadn't been
detected earlier.

Commissioners were also
introduced to the department's
new administrative assistant,
Christy Woissol, who was hired
by the fire chief Feb. 27. She
replaces Ralph Banegas, who was
fired Jan. 30, and was arrested by

sheriff's deputies Feb. 29 on
charges of stealing thousands
from the fire district.

The district's outside auditor,
Bruce Nunnally, of the account-
ing firm Carr, Riggs and Ingram,
told the North Bay Fire
Commission during a meeting
March 13 at the firehouse on
White Point Road, Bluewater
Bay, that the annual audit of the
district's financial affairs was
about 90 percent complete. 

Nunnally told commissioners
that there were "no lingering

issues," and
that he did-
n't expect
any more
"surprises."
Nunnally
was refer-
ring to his
discovery in
January, in
the course
of an audit
for the fiscal year that ended
Sept. 30, that, according to
Okaloosa County Sheriff's arrest

reports, Banegas had stolen more
than $81,000 in tax monies from
the district over a five-year period
starting in June 2006.

North Bay Commissioner
Steve Strait, treasurer, asked why
the audit firm had not noticed
Banegas' alleged thefts in previ-
ous annual audits.

Nunnally said that the yearly
audit is primarily a review of the
financial statements of the fire
district, making sure the numbers
add up. That part of the audit is
comparable to science, he said,

while another part of the audit,
inspecting a random sample of
some of the financial transactions
during the previous year, is more
of an art. 

The accountant likened the
random sampling to poking a
haystack in which a rodent may
be hiding. Auditors have pitch-
forks that they thrust into the pile
of straw, hoping to find a rodent,
he said.

"We don't look at every trans-

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Between 2000 and 2010,
Valparaiso's population shrank by
21.4 percent. City officials fear
the decline may reduce the city's
income more than its expenses.

The 2010 census showed
5,035 people living in Valparaiso,
a decrease of 1,372 from 2000.

City officials attributed much
of the decline to housing shifts on
Eglin Air Force Base, part of
which is inside the city limits, but
makes no demand on its services.
By the same token, officials
expect a rebound as the Air Force
housing changes are reversed.

The map used by the U.S.
Census Bureau to count
Valparaiso's population includes
much of Eglin Air Force Base,
from roughly the intersection of
its two runways, eastward to the
East Gate.

Valparaiso Mayor Bruce
Arnold said the city's population
decline was largely due to closure
of a federal prison camp on
Eglin, and the demolition of mili-
tary dormitories to make way for
new ones. 

The minimum-security prison
camp closed in December 2005
following damage from
Hurricane Ivan the previous year.
The closure of the 900-inmate,
130-employee prison caused the
relocation of staff members, and
their families, who lived in gov-
ernment housing in the base Postl
Point area around the prison,
which is also included in
Valparaiso's limits. The prisoners
themselves were never counted as
Valparaiso residents.

Also, a loss to Valparaiso's
2010 census population was the
closure of a large mobile-home
park at Postl Point during the pre-
vious decade. Eglin closed the
mobile home park between June
2003 and June 2008, and has no
plans to reopen it. The area was
home to dozens of military mem-
bers and their families who lived
in private mobile homes on gov-
ernment land.

Valparaiso is likely to recoup
some population as Eglin builds
and fills new dormitories on the
east end of the base. But the
prison and mobile home park

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Two men were killed
Thursday when the small pri-
vate plane they were crashed
less than a mile north of the
Ruckel Airport.

The plane apparently struck
a tree then slammed into the
top of a small hill about three-
quarters of a mile north of the

Ruckel Airport in Niceville,
ejecting the pilot and one pas-
senger and causing a small
brush fire.

Construction workers on the
Mid-Bay Bridge connector road
reported a possible plane crash
and smoke rising from a wood-
ed area on the Eglin reserva-
tion, about 150 yards north of
the connector road.

Niceville Fire Department
received the call at 1:15 p.m.
March 15 and was the first on
scene about 1:22 p.m., accord-
ing to Niceville Fire Chief
Tommy Mayville. Firefighters
walked from the construction
site of the Mid-Bay Bridge con-
nector road about 150 yards
into the woods to the crash site. 
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Plane crash kills 2 local men

Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.

The Saltwater Seminar
Series will provide tips and
tricks to target and land a
cobia, as they migrate along
the Emerald Coast. A free
buffet will be served, fol-
lowed by the series at 6
p.m, at Northlight Marina.
Info: saltwaterevents.com.

Thursday, 4 p.m.
The Valparaiso

Community Library will
have a technology pro-
gram for students of all
ages interested in attend-
ing college in the near
future. Ron Walls, instruc-
tional technology specialist
at NWFSC, will discuss how
to access college course
content using mobile
devices. Info: 729-5406. 

Thursday, 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
The Auxiliary of Twin

Cities
Hospital
will hold a
masquer-
ade $5 jewel-
ry sale in the
Wellness Center. All pro-
ceeds will benefit health-
care related scholarship
funds. The sale will also be
held on Friday, from 7 a.m.-
5 p.m. Info: 729-9481. 

Saturday, 10 a.m.-noon
The Heritage Museum of

Northwest Florida will host
"Outhouse Archaeology."
This program will engage
kids by using authentic his-
toric museum collections

with
hands-on
activities.
Cost: $7
per child,
or $5 per

child for Museum family
members. Chaperones are
free. Info:678-2615. 

Calendar, B-2.

COMING
UP

Valp. population drop
shrinks state revenue

Beacon photo by Del Lessard
Officials examine the wreckage of a small plane that crashed near Ruckel Airport Thursday, killing the
pilot and a passenger.

Fire panel grills auditor on alleged embezzlement

Beacon photo by Del Lessard

Paddling the bayou
Stand-up paddle boarder Misty Green, right, of Shalimar, demonstrates on Thursday how to paddle
the 12-foot long boards on Boggy Bayou to novice paddler Corrie Anderson, of Mary Esther, at
Lincoln Park.

‘A’ grade yields $1.5M for school district

Ralph Banegas
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Hughes to pay
$3,000 fine for
ethics lapses
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Former Okaloosa County Tax
Collector Chris Hughes has
agreed to pay a $3,000 fine, and
receive public censure and repri-
mand after an investigation by the
Florida Commission on Ethics.

The original complaint was
filed by a Fort Walton Beach resi-
dent on July 30, 2009. After find-
ing the complaint legally suffi-
cient, a preliminary investigation
was ordered by the Ethics
Commission.

The investigation was released
July 13, 2011, and on Oct. 26 the
commission found probable cause
to believe Hughes had violated
the Code of Ethics on three of the
five allegations, as follows:

—By using county office
equipment and resources during
work hours for personal business.

—By using a county vehicle to
travel to a funeral for the mother
of an employee.

—By using county funds to
reimburse an employee for costs
associated with attending the
funeral of the mother of a co-
employee.

Hughes admitted the three
allegations and agreed March 7 to
a $2,000 fine on the first allega-
tion and $500 fines on the next
two.

The commission found no
probable cause that Hughes had
had county employees help him
set up and clean for his cooking
show during work hours or that he
gave bonuses to employees who
helped him with Salvation
Ministries, the cooking show, or
his cookbooks.

The Commission on Ethics
will consider the stipulated agree-
ment at a March 30 hearing in
Tallahassee.

Friends, family, military
celebrate soldier’s life
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

A memorial service
Thursday at Niceville Church
of Christ honored the life of
Niceville native and Army Sgt.
Joshua Born. 

Joshua was among several
American soldiers murdered in
the wake of a controversy sur-
rounding the accidental burn-
ings of copies of the Quran by
American forces, after the
Qurans had been defaced by
Taliban prisoners to pass hand-
written messages to one anoth-
er.

Joshua's father, Craig Born,
told the Beacon that he is
proud of his son and the life he
led. 

During an earlier assign-
ment in Korea, Joshua had
spent most of his off-duty time
volunteering at a Korean
orphanage, rather than partying
with his fellow soldiers. 

“That says something about
the kind of person he was,”
Craig said of his son.

Among those attending the
memorial service were friends
and family members of Joshua,
as well as representatives of
local veteran’s organizations,
Niceville Mayor Randall Wise,
U.S. Rep. Jeff Miller, and Col.
Miguel Howe, deputy com-
mander of the Army 7th
Special Forces Group
(Airborne).

“We have a choice about

how we live, and how we die,”
said Church of Christ pastor
Joe Palmer in his eulogy. 

Palmer said that unlike oth-
ers who spend much of their
lives on pointless or self-cen-
tered activity, Joshua chose to
become a soldier, willingly
putting his own life at risk for
others. He quoted Jesus'
Christ’s statement, “I lay down
my life—no one take it from
me—I lay it down of my own
accord,” as an example of self-
less sacrifice.

“We know Joshua because
he was a soldier," Howe said.
"He is our brother, and that
makes us family. Your brothers
in the Army remember, and
will always remember Josh.”

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith
Col. Miguel Howe, deputy commander of the 7th Special Forces
Group (Airborne), greets Craig Born, father of Sgt. Joshua Born.
Howe was among the speakers during the memorial service.
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Beacon photo by Del Lessard
The Niceville High School football stadium's underground drainage system collapsed, requiring an extensive repair job.

NHS stadium gets $40K repair
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

For weeks, motorists on John
Sims Parkway have passed
Niceville High School’s Eagle
Stadium and seen piles of dirt
being built up, then spread
around.

The construction activity is
part of a near-$40,000 renovation
of the football field caused by a
collapsed drainage system under-
ground, according to Steve
Bolton, the school district’s main-
tenance program director. The

field was last renovated about 10
years ago, he said.

Underneath the playing field
of the stadium, a drainage system
with French drains was previously
constructed to control water from
a small stream that courses north-
to-south under the stadium, as
well as drainage of surface water
off the field, he said. The drainage
system had collapsed, causing
sink holes and marshy sod on the
football field on one end that gets
too much water, and too-dry con-
ditions on the rest of the field.

Money for the renovation
comes from the district’s capital
outlay budget, said Bolton, not
money from the classrooms.

The work started the third
week in February and should be
completed in May, he said, with
plenty of time for NHS graduation
ceremonies held outdoors in the
stadium in early June.

Bolton said the work is being
accomplished with a combination
of in-house resources and school
district personnel, as well as con-
tractors. The drainage and irriga-

tion work was estimated to cost
about $20,000, he said, while the
sprigging and building the crown
on the field was estimated to cost
$18,500.

Rebuilding the 12-to-18-inch
“crown” on the field should be
accomplished this week (March
19-23), Bolton said, followed by
installation of the irrigation sys-
tem next week, then sprigging and
sodding the field the following
week. The field will then be
watered and fertilized over the
next four to six weeks, he said.

Gaetz describes wins, losses in session
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Speaking from Tallahassee
where a special session of the
Legislature had been called to
redraw eight senate districts found
unconstitutional by the supreme
court, Sen. Don Gaetz, (R,
Niceville), listed some of the
accomplishments and failures of
the 2012 regular legislative ses-
sion.

"The good news is that unlike
other large states, Florida bal-
anced the budget without raising
taxes for the second year in a
row," said Gaetz. There were also
no new state-mandated fees for
the second year in a row, he
added.

Gaetz, who is in line to
become the Senate President next
year, said he was pleased to get
two education bills passed that he
sponsored. The former Okaloosa
County Schools Superintendent
said he plans to build on both bills
to enact more educational reforms
as the senate's presiding officer
starting with next year's
Legislative session.

Senate Bill 1366, Gaetz said,
requires "economic security
reports" to be generated for par-
ents of every seventh- through
12th-grader in the state. The
reports will compare career fields
and professions, telling students
and their parents how likely they
are to get jobs, and what they can
expect to earn if they pursue dif-
ferent majors or careers.

"It lets people know what the

realities of the economy are," said
Gaetz. 

It also provides for a $15 mil-
lion incentive package to state
colleges and universities based on
how well their graduates succeed
in getting well-paying jobs in
their field of study after gradua-
tion. Gaetz
said the
incentives,
and the
reports to
students and
parents, are
designed to
encourage
more stu-
dents to pur-
sue studies
in science,
technology, engineering and math
(STEM) fields.

Senate Bill 1368, the other
education bill Gaetz highlighted,
provides acceleration options for
high school students who are able
to master course material faster
than the traditional semester or
year-long classroom course. He
said high schools in the state cur-
rently operate on the old assump-
tion that everyone learns at the
same pace and students are
required to sit in classrooms for a
set amount of time before being
allowed to demonstrate their mas-
tery of subject matter. 

The bill also expands career
technical opportunities to the mid-
dle school level, he said.

Gaetz said both education bills
are thresholds for future education

reforms, a topic he intends to pur-
sue when he returns next year as
Senate President.

Gaetz also highlighted some
funding he was able to get enacted
for a number of projects of local
interest, including:

—Inserting $325,000 in start-
up funds for the STEMM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math and Medicine)
Academy for middle school stu-
dents that the Okaloosa County
School Board will open in the for-
mer Valparaiso Elementary
School next school year.

—Additional funding to the
Children's Advocacy Center
(CAC), headquartered in
Niceville, including $100,000 for
physician's medical services, as
well as an estimated $50,000 for
the Niceville CAC. The later fig-
ure is based on funding of $100
per child helped in each of the 25
CACs across the state.

—$21 million for construction
of an overpass across Highway 98
at Hurlburt Field.

There were also a few disap-
pointments during this year's reg-
ular session, Gaetz said, includ-
ing: 

—Senate failure to pass an e-
verify bill co-sponsored by Gaetz
and Sen. John Thrasher of St.
Augustine, and aimed at control-
ling the hiring of illegal aliens.

—Senate failure to pass a leg-
islative ethics bill that would have
prevented unqualified legislators
from obtaining jobs at state uni-
versities and colleges funded by

appropriations from the legisla-
ture. The measure died in the
Rules Committee by a 6-6 vote,
he said.

—Gaetz said he was one of
only three senators, including the
Senate President, Mike
Haridopolis, and Majority Leader,
Andy Gardner, who voted against
a bill that gives the University of
Florida and Florida State
University the authority to raise
tuition "as much and as often as
they want." He said the measure
will have negative effects on
Bright Futures scholarships and
on pre-paid college tuition pro-
grams, and was the wrong thing to
do while families continue to
struggle to pay for their children's
college education in the state's
current economy.

On a personal note, the senator
mentioned that as the first father-
son, senator-representative team
in the state's history, he and his
son, Rep. Matt Gaetz (R, Fort
Walton Beach), jointly sponsored
House Bill 7055/Senate Bill
1312, ending the practice of state
agencies implementing rules con-
trary to the direction of the gover-
nor and Legislature, and repealing
hundreds of existing rules that
stop job creation and intrude into
citizens' personal lives. The regu-
latory relief bill is the only legisla-
tion the two men jointly spon-
sored, and the only one they are
likely to sponsor together since, as
Senate President in the next two
years, the presiding officers nor-
mally do not sponsor legislation.

Sen. Don
Gaetz



Arrests
Alfonso Avalos, self employed,

54, of 308 McEwen Drive,
Niceville, was arrested by
Niceville police March 8 on a
charge of domestic battery by
strangulation.

* * *
Paul Matthew Weiszhaar, 34,

of 113 Crystal Lake Estates,
Valparaiso, was arrested by sher-
iff's deputies Feb. 29 on a violation
of probation charge on the original
charge of burglary.

* * *
John Paul Barnett, 30, of 1405

Cape Lane, Niceville, was arrested
by sheriff's deputies Feb. 27 on
felony and misdemeanor charges
of violation of probation and fail-
ure to appear on an original misde-
meanor offense.

* * *
A 15-year-old Niceville boy, a

student, was arrested by sheriff's
deputies Feb. 27 on a charge of
domestic violence after he
allegedly slapped his mother on
the forearm and struck her shoul-
der while she was trying to get him
out of bed to go to school.

* * *
Travis Jamaal Tape, 19, of 400

Kelly Road, Niceville, was arrest-
ed by sheriff's deputies Feb. 28 on
a charge of disorderly conduct
related to a fight that occurred at a
mall store, 300 Mary Esther Blvd.,
Mary Esther, on Aug. 21. 

Tape was also arrested the
same day on a charge of grand
theft. On June 7, 2011, Tape
allegedly removed several pieces
of furniture from a Mary Esther
residence where he had been a ten-
ant, including a dining room suite,
a sofa, a love seat, a bedroom suite
with new mattresses and box
spring and two dressers, a video
game system, paintings, a statue,
pottery and other items.

* * *
Richard Ambrose Lowitz, a

restaurant server, 40, of 4616
Range Road, Niceville, was arrest-
ed by sheriff's deputies Feb. 26 on
a violation of probation charge.

* * *
James Michael Hamill, 28, of

1012-B Pineview Blvd., Fort
Walton Beach, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies at a Niceville
address, Feb. 26, on misdemeanor
worthless check charges.

* * *
Tonia Renae Wysong, 33, of

500 Kelly Mill Road, Valparaiso,

was arrested by sheriff's deputies
Feb. 24 on a Walton County war-
rant for violation of probation on
original charges of possession of
controlled substance and felony
driving while license suspended or
revoked.

* * *
Julious Dominick Whisler, 27,

of 4274 Calinda Lane, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff's deputies
Feb. 29 on charges of driving
while license suspended or
revoked, habitual offender, and
falsely identifying himself to a law
enforcement officer.

* * *
Matthew Thomas Miller, 28, of

1523 Royal Palm Drive, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff's deputies
Feb. 29 on a charge of leaving the
scene of an accident involving
property damage, which allegedly
occurred in Destin on Oct. 28.

* * *
William Devon Maddox,

unemployed, 27, of 2044 Resort
Drive, Navarre, was arrested by
sheriff's deputies at an address in
Niceville, Feb. 29, on a Santa Rosa
County warrant for failure to
appear on the original charge of
driving while license suspended or
revoked.

* * *
David Michael Thomas, 27, of

1015 Julia Ave., Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 5 on misdemeanor worth-
less check charges related to
checks for $55, $76, and $40.

* * *
Cris Alan Lyttle, a  cook, 27, of

107 Bermuda Way, Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 9 on a misdemeanor proba-
tion violation.

* * *
Cory Evan Pellnitz, 50, of 5

Southwind Court, Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 1 on charges of illegal
dumping and
removing/altering/removing a hull
ID number plate. Pellnitz was
allegedly ordered by a deputy to
remove a vessel found illegally
dumped alongside Carmel Drive
on Nov. 1. On Nov. 7, Pellnitz was
at a county boat launch on Edrehi
Avenue, Niceville, and told
deputies he was just being helpful
in moving a partially sunk vessel
out of the way of other boaters, but
denied  any knowledge or affilia-
tion with the abandoned boat. The
hull registration numbers had been
covered with black paint and the

VIN plate cut out.
* * *

Morgan-Elyse Gabrielle
Revell, a sales associate, 21, of
370 Lincoln Ave., Valparaiso, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 8 on a charge of failure to
appear on the original charge of
violation of financial responsibili-
ty.

* * *
Timothy John Regan, 40, of 28

Virginia Court, Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 10 on a charge of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

* * *
Stacey Lov Rightman, 36, of

86 Live Oak St., Niceville, was
arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 7 on a violation of proba-
tion charge on the original charges
of passing worthless checks and
providing false identification to a
law enforcement officer. 

* * *
Joel Vincent Valenti, 27, with

an at-large address in Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff's deputies
March 7 on charges of grand theft,
two counts, and uttering a false bill
or promissory note, three counts.
On July 12 and July 13, Valenti
allegedly cashed two checks total-
ing $395 that he allegedly stole
from a Fort Walton Beach victim
and made out to himself.

* * *
Michael Steven

Wojciechowski, a stocker, 21, of
611 27th St., Niceville, was arrest-
ed by sheriff's deputies March 8 on
charges of burglary and petit theft.
On Dec. 9, Wojciechowski and
another man were allegedly dis-
covered searching through boxes
inside an enclosed patio at a
Destin home where a $100 video
recorder was reported stolen.

* * *
A 16-year-old Niceville boy, a

student, was arrested by sheriff's
deputies March 7 on a charge of
domestic violence battery that
allegedly occurred Jan. 9.

* * *
Kenneth Jon Panzarella, 39, of

9074 East River Drive, Navarre,
and with a permanent address of
5131 Bent Tree Road, Milton, was
arrested by Niceville police March
3 on a charge of retail theft.
Panzarella is alleged to have driv-
en around Kmart, 1140 E. John
Sims Parkway, in an electric cart
and placed items in his pocket,
including a $99 cell phone, a $15
Alabama hat and a $6 pair of flip-
flops. As he was leaving the store,
Panzarella was confronted by an
employee but he ran, got in a vehi-
cle and drove off.  The stolen prop-
erty was not located by deputies in
Panzarella's vehicle. 

DUI arrests
Robin Anthony Noah, 27, of

206 Mango Lane, Freeport, was

arrested by Niceville police for
DUI on Highway 20 at Reynolds
Drive, March 10 at 2:56 a.m. Noah
was also cited for unlawful speed,
44 mph in a 35 mph zone.

* * *
Nicole Ann Fanning, 44, of

4091 Rocky Shores Drive,
Niceville, was arrested by
Niceville police for DUI at 1300
E. John Sims Parkway, March 7 at
5:03 p.m.

* * *
Steven Lee Cornelius, 31, of

442 Escanaba Ave., Valparaiso,
subsequent to a traffic crash with
$1,150 damage but no injury to
others, was arrested by sheriff's
deputies for DUI on Highway 98
east of Airport Road, Destin,
March 2 at 12:24 a.m.

* * *
Thi Wayne Knight, a cook,

32, of 100 Bay Drive, Apt. 509,
Niceville, was arrested by sher-
iff's deputies March 9 on a war-
rant from the Florida Highway
Patrol on a charge of DUI. On
Oct. 5, 2010, Thi was involved in
a two-car crash on Highway 20
in Seminole in which he and the
other driver were injured. A
blood sample taken from Thi
was sent to a state laboratory
where it was determined that his
blood alcohol level exceeded the
legal limit. 

* * *
John Raymond Feris Jr., 40,

of 2 Cedar Ridge Way, Niceville,
was arrested by Niceville police,
subsequent to the crash of a
motorcycle that police said Feris
was chasing in his Mustang, on a
charge of DUI on 1st Street,
March 14 at 11:15 p.m. Police
said Feris drove away from the
crash without rendering aid to
the injured motorcyclist, but
returned to the scene on a bicy-
cle. The motorcyclist told police
he and Feris were racing each
other when he crashed. The
injured motorcyclist was taken
to Ruckel Middle School then
airlifted to Sacred Heart Medical
Center in Pensacola.

Thefts
A Niceville resident from

the 4200 block of Lost Horse
Circle reported March 11 that
someone stole her $950 iPhone,
which was last seen during a
party at the residence on March
10.

* * *
A Niceville resident report-

ed someone stole her phone
after she left it on top of her
vehicle at Northwest Florida
State College March 8. The
iPhone was valued at $200.

* * *
A Niceville resident report-

ed that unknown person(s) used
his wife's PayPal account to
make several fraudulent

charges March 1-8. Because the
items charged are being
shipped to the victim's address,
he believes someone might be
waiting to steal the packages
when they arrive.

* * *
A Valparaiso business owner

from the 300 block of Bayshore
Drive reported that sometime
March 3-6 unknown person(s)
came onto his property and
stole a $450 chainsaw from a
carport/storage area and a 500-

Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 
to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments,

the Okaloosa County and Walton County sheriffʼs offices,
other law-enforcement agencies, and the Okaloosa County

and Walton County jails.

Fire Department Reports
Niceville

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls from March 12, 2012
through March 18, 2012.

0 Structure Fire 19 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 5 Vehicle Crash
0 Other Fire0 Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 7 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 3 Hazardous Conditions

Street Situation Date Time
Linden Avenue...............................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............03:32
S. Palm Blvd. .................................Vehicle Crash.......................03/12/12 ...............08:08
W. John Sims Pkwy.......................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............08:54
S. Palm Blvd ..................................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............11:49
N. Partin Drive................................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............16:14
28th Street......................................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............18:27
Oak Avenue ...................................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............19:11
N. Partin Drive................................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............19:27
Spencer Place ...............................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............20:16
Sweetwater Run ............................Medical .................................03/12/12 ...............20:26
John Sims Pkwy. ...........................False Call..............................03/12/12 ...............20:56
Pine Avenue...................................Canceled ..............................03/13/12 ...............21:56
Hudson Circle ................................Service Call ..........................03/13/12 ...............22:02
E. John Sims Pkwy........................Medical .................................03/14/12 ...............17:38
Reeves Street ................................Canceled ..............................03/14/12 ...............20:32
Park Ave/1St Street .......................Vehicle Crash.......................03/14/12 ...............23:15
N. Partin Drive................................Life Flight ..............................03/14/12 ...............23:28
31st Street......................................Medical .................................03/14/12 ...............23:31
Rocky Bayou Bridge......................Good Intent .........................03/15/12 ...............06:55
Powell Drive...................................Medical .................................03/15/12 ...............11:20
SR85N............................................Vehicle Crash.......................03/15/12 ...............12:08
College Blvd/Forest Rd. ................Aircraft Crash .......................03/15/12 ...............13:15
Powell Drive...................................Medical .................................03/16/12 ...............12:37
SR85N/SR123...............................Vehicle Crash.......................03/16/12 ...............14:38
N. Partin Drive................................Medical .................................03/16/12 ...............18:15
Edgewater Drive............................Medical .................................03/16/12 ...............22:52
Edgewater Drive............................Medical .................................03/17/12 ...............04:49
Rue De Palms Drive......................Medical .................................03/17/12 ...............11:01
Monett Street .................................Electrical Problem................03/17/12 ...............17:36
Patti Cove/ENFD ...........................Canceled On Scene ............03/17/12 ...............19:45
Hart Street......................................Alarm Activation ...................03/18/12 ...............02:16
Summerwood Court ......................Medical .................................03/18/12 ...............07:05
Tee Street.......................................Medical .................................03/18/12 ...............16:13
Reeves Street ................................Electrical Problem................03/18/12 ...............21:14

Weekly Safety Tip: Whether cooking with gas or electric, never place anything on the
stove you donʼt want to heat. An electric coil reaches 800 degrees while a gas flame
goes over 1000 degrees. Remember towels and pot holders ignite at 400 degrees.
Please look at the Niceville Fire Department web page on Facebook.

North Bay
The North Bay Fire Department responded to the following calls from March 12, 2012
through March 18, 2012.

Street Situation Date Time
Merchants Way..............................Rescue EMS incident...........03/12/12...............18:04
Boca Drive......................................False alarm ...........................03/13/12...............08:20
Range Road...................................Bomb scare, no bomb..........03/13/12...............12:06
Windlake Drive...............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/13/12...............14:34
Highway 20 ....................................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/13/12...............15:13
Marina Cove Drive.........................Good intent call.....................03/13/12...............15:27
East Highway 20 ...........................Motor vehicle accident..........03/13/12...............16:48
Bay Drive........................................Smoke detector activation....03/14/12...............01:28
Merchants Way..............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/14/12...............11:48
E. Highway 20 ...............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/14/12...............11:59
Oaklake Lane.................................CO detector activation..........03/14/12...............21:16
Canterbury Circle...........................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/15/12...............03:33
S. Side of the Rocky B..................Good intent call.....................03/15/12...............06:55
N. White Point Road......................Medical assist EMS..............03/15/12...............09:39
Oakmont Drive...............................Medical assist EMS..............03/15/12...............11:16
N. White Point Road......................Rescue EMS incident...........03/15/12...............14:01
Southlake Court.............................Medical assist EMS..............03/16/12...............00:07
Southlake Court.............................Public service assistance.....03/16/12...............03:01
Merchants Way..............................Rescue, EMS incident..........03/16/12...............03:46
Merchants Way..............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/16/12...............12:08
Nelson Point Road ........................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/16/12...............13:25
N. White Point Road......................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/16/12...............15:36
West Parkwood Lane....................Good intent call.....................03/16/12...............16:39
Wright Circle...................................Rescue, EMS incident..........03/16/12...............16:47
Bay Drive........................................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/16/12...............17:49
Bluewater Point Road ...................Medical assist EMS..............03/16/12...............18:45
Merchants Way..............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/16/12...............19:13
N. White Point Road......................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/16/12...............19:36
S. Saint Andrews Cove .................Medical assist EMS..............03/17/12...............04:03
Ida Coon Circle..............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/17/12...............09:04
E. Hwy 20 & State Rd. ..................Motor vehicle accident..........03/17/12...............13:57
Patti Cove.......................................Dispatched canceled............03/17/12...............19:51
Northridge Road ............................Medical assist EMS..............03/18/12...............08:57
Hwy 20 & State Rd........................Motor vehicle accident..........03/18/12...............11:50
Reeves ...........................................Good intent call.....................03/18/12...............21:15
Northridge Road ............................EMS excluding vehicle.........03/18/12...............22:34

Visit northbayfd.org for more information.
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There are eight times a year when flying our flag is the perfect way
to show your family or business’ patriotic spirit.

Kiwanis can make it easy!

For just $35 a year, we will install a permanent in-ground base for
your flag. Then, just before LABOR DAY and 9/11, VETERANS

DAY, PRESIDENTS DAY, MEMORIAL DAY, FLAG DAY,
INDEPENDENCE DAY and MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY, we will
install a 3x5 foot sewn flag (not printed) on a metal pole  in front of

your home or business. And take it down afterward.
Kiwanis does it all, you do nothing but look proud!

The modest $35 a year supports Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis Club’s
numerous children’s programs throughout our community. 

Time’s a wastin’.  Act now!
Call Bill at 897-4396 or Jim at 897-3068 & order a flag.

Let Kiwanis
Raise Old Glory

at your house or business

Niceville/Valparaiso

Kiwanis Club

Serving the Children of the World



losses are irreversible.
Arnold said that outside the

military gates, the city popula-
tion seems to be holding its
own.  A count of water meters
shows only slight fluctuations,
he said.  While some older
homes may be vacant due to the
nationwide housing crash, that's
been balanced by small, but

steady growth in new construc-
tion, he said.

Population figures are fac-
tored into state formulas used to
calculate certain revenues cities
receive from the state, including
the local portion of state sales
tax and state revenue-sharing
funds.

City Clerk Tammy Johnson
said that Valparaiso has taken a
hit in both those revenue
sources. In its 2011-12 budget,

the city expects $379,016 from
the sales tax, down from
$449,520 the previous year.

The drop in state revenue
sharing funds due to declining
population figures is moderated
by a guaranteed amount in the
formula, Johnson said.
Nonetheless, Valparaiso's rev-
enue sharing money dropped
$7,000 this year, she said.

It's unclear how much, if any,
of the reduced state revenue was

due to other factors, such as the
state's own budget woes and the
economic slowdown hurting
taxed economic activity.

The "good news" is that pop-
ulation estimates used by the
state typically grow annually
each of the 10 years between
U.S. censuses. Johnson said the
state calculated 5,061 people
lived in Valparaiso in 2011, an
increase of 25 from the 2010
census figure. 

REVENUE
From page A-1

action," Nunnally said.
In this case, Nunnally said,

auditors spotted a check that "did-
n't look right," and that led to
more investigating, including
closer scrutiny of prior years,
which uncovered the alleged
thefts.

"What did you check that did-
n't get caught for six years?" com-
mission Chairman Jim Miller
asked the accountant. "If you had-
n't stuck that fork in that check,
Banegas would still be there,"
Miller said.

"I'm comfortable with the
(audit) procedures," Nunnally
responded.

"Well I'm not," countered
Miller. 

Commissioner Janet Santner
asked why the checkbooks
always seemed to balance even
though tens of thousands of dol-
lars were missing between 2006
and 2011.

Nunnally said that Banegas

started out with smaller checks,
then "leveled off" after a couple of
years. "The larger the disburse-
ment, the more we pay attention,"
he said. "There was no instance of
not being balanced," he said.

Fire district officials have told
the Beacon that not only was
Banegas placed in charge of
preparing checks, he also was
entrusted with keeping the dis-
trict's books and balancing its
checkbook. Until about 2008, he
also was empowered to sign
checks, according to the fire chief.

In the business world, it is pre-
ferred practice to "segregate"
these duties, that is, spread them
among different people so that no
one person can long manipulate
the figures undetected.

Commissioner Jim Boswell,
assistant treasurer, asked whether
the auditors checked the organiza-
tion's internal controls over funds,
to which Nunnally responded
"yes."

Boswell asked if this was the
first year that the auditor was
aware that the fire chief, a check
signer, used a signature stamp.

Banegas allegedly used the stamp
without permission to sign fraud-
ulent checks to himself, according
to sheriff's arrest reports.

Nunnally said this was the first
year he was aware of the signature
stamp, but that use of such stamps
is common and not usually a
problem as long as they are con-
trolled. "We felt it was positive
control that Banegas didn't have
signature authority," he added.

Santner asked the auditor if he
recommended that the commis-
sion begin requiring two signa-
tures on checks. Nunnally said
two signatures might be useful for
higher amounts, but that he would
rather see that check signatures
are scrutinized.

Santner also asked about the
fire district's bank reconciliations,
since the financial statements
given to fire commissioners each
month were prepared by Banegas.
But Strait said that was not where
the problem was, that as treasurer
he checked balances with
Banegas.

In other business, fire commis-
sioners appointed Lee Wetzell,

one of three applicants, to finish
the term of former commissioner
Karen Banegas, wife of Ralph
Banegas. Citing personal reasons,
Mrs. Banegas resigned from the
commission Jan. 31, the day after
her husband was fired. The term
ends in November 2014.

North Bay Fire Chief Joe
Miller introduced Rowena
Crissey, an employee of CJW
LLC, a Fort Walton Beach com-
pany that will take over the duties
of handling payroll and reconcil-
ing the district's banks statements.
He said the fire district also con-
verted its financial software from
Peachtree to QuickBooks, soft-
ware that is expected to produce
more user-friendly reports for
commissioners. 

Chief Miller told the Beacon
that he is in the process of apply-
ing to the fire district's insurer to
recover monies lost to the alleged
thefts.

The next meeting of the North
Bay Fire Control District
Commission is set for April 10, at
7 p.m., at the North Bay Fire
Station, 1024 White Point Road.

 

foot roll of copper wire valued
at $300 from a business trailer.

* * *
A Valparaiso business

owner, 133 N. John Sims
Parkway, reported that on
March 10 at least $935 was dis-
covered to be missing from the
cash register, as well as the
tools of an employee.

* * *
A Valparaiso resident report-

ed that while checking her bank
account statement online she
discovered that sometime
March 1-11 unknown person(s)
made unauthorized fraudulent

charges of $890 for purchases
over the Internet using her
debit/credit card. 

* * *
A Niceville resident from

the 4100 block of Beach Drive
reported that unknown
person(s) burglarized the home
overnight March 2-3 while the
family was at home. Reported
stolen was an iPhone and three
remotes for a video game sys-
tem. The victim also found an
entry door to a detached garage
open, and $5 cash missing from
the center console of a car
parked inside the garage.

Criminal Mischief
Niceville police responded

to a call from the 600 block of

Crestview Avenue March 11,
where a resident advised that
two people broke a window on
his trailer. The complainant
later said he did not want to file
a report.

* * *
The father of a deployed

Niceville man reported that
unknown person(s) had slashed
the two rear tires of his son's
2012 Jeep. The father said he
has been checking his son's
house and vehicle while his son
is deployed and discovered the
vandalism March 10. He told
police he would repair the dam-
age, then move the vehicle to
his own home until his son
returns.
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(850) 863-4187
401-B Mary Esther Blvd., Mary Esther

(Located across from Santa Rosa Mall)

678-1789
M-F 8:00-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8:00-12:30 p.m.

410 John Sims Parkway
(Located  Directly Behind Papa Johns)

Monday:
LADIES’ DAY

WE DO
AUTO REPAIR! Full Service

OIL CHANGE
Go the extra mile!Come see us today!

Standard
OIL CHANGE

$1995$1995 $2295$2295
• Up to 6 qts of 5W30

to 10W30 Mobile Oil.
• Includes standard

filter (screw on)

Additional charge for canister
filter, cartridge filter, skid plate,
special oil blends.

• Top up fluids
• Check tire pressure
• Check belts
• Inspect all filters
• Check all lights

most
vehicles

most
vehicles

Available with full service
Tire Rotation.........$995

Engine Flush ........$995

THE INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER

Tessa Gyurica, 27,
Bluewater Bay, 

mom

Cindy Kenyon, 61, 
Niceville, 

nurse

Crawford Senn, 70, 
Crestview, 

retired federal investigator

Fred Littreal, 64, 
Fort Walton Beach,

construction

“I think we should
take our troops

out.”

“We need to get out.
Weʼve done all we
can over there. We
canʼt fix everybody.

We need to fix
ourselves.”

“I think we should come
home. The way they treat
us, they donʼt appreciate

us at all. As for that soldier
who killed those people – I

think heʼs innocent by
reason of insanity, after all

he has been through in
four combat tours.”

“We need to be there.
We need to protect

our interests around
the world.”

“I think itʼs coming
to an end. We have
a plan to be out by

2014, after a
controlled

withdrawal.”

“I think itʼs good that
weʼre there trying to

help the Afghan
people, but we

probably donʼt need
as many people over

there. We have
enough stuff to worry

about here.”

—Mike Griffith

What do you think about Americaʼs
role in Afghanistan?

Mary Ann Nichols, 67,
Niceville, 

retired nurse

Location: 
Oak Creek

shopping center

Max Martin, 20, 
Montgomery, Ala.,

student

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.

BLOTTER
From page A-4

GRILLS
From page A-1

seconds looking at their phone 
which is enough time to cover 
more than the length of a 

highway speeds. 
 

W82TXT

AGENCY NAME

website
www.nicevilleinsurance.com
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BEACONSPORTSBEACONSPORTS
Golf 
tournament
to benefit
Eagles

The Niceville Amateur Youth
Baseball Traveling Eagles will
hold its 11th annual golf tourna-
ment at Bluewater Bay Golf
Course Friday, April 6.

Registration begins at noon,
with a shotgun start at 1 p.m.

The entry fee is $350 per
team, or $90 for individuals
without a team. The fee includes
cart, greens fees, food and
prizes.

See Travelingeagles.com, or
call 685-1641 for more informa-
tion.

The week ahead
Wednesday, March 21
NHS vs. Farragut, Tenn., baseball,
TBA
Friday, March 23
NHS vs. Pensacola Catholic, base-
ball, 6:30
RBCS@Gulf Breeze, weightlift-
ing, 4
Friday-Saturday, March 23-24
NHS@FSU relays, track, noon
Monday, March 26
NHS vs. Smiths Station, Ala.,
baseball, 6
RBCS@Laurel Hill, softball, 6
Ruckel@Pryor, tennis, 3
Destin@Shoal River, tennis, 3
Lewis vs. St. Mary, tennis, 3
Lewis@Davidson, golf, 3
Ruckel vs. Pryor, golf, 3
Destin vs. Shoal River, golf, 3
Tuesday, March 27
NHS vs. Westminster Academy,
baseball, 6
RBCS@Paxton, softball, 3:30
RBCS vs. Pen Catholic, tennis, 3
NHS@Northview, softball, 4:30
RBCS@North Bay Haven, base-
ball, 4
NHS vs. Choctaw, tennis, 2:30

Mustangs win 2nd tourney in a row
The 14U Florida Mustangs won the USSSA Gulfport Mississippi Spring Super National Invitational
Tournament March 4, tagging out three runners at home plate and converting two shoe-string
catches into double plays in capturing the championship 4-3 over the Beyel Brothers Bulldogs
DPB, who hail from Rockledge. The Mustangs beat the previously unbeaten East Cobb Pride 18-2
as a result of a final inning 13-run offensive explosion in the semi-final to advance to the champi-
onship game. From left: front, Matt French, Corey Armstrong, Grant Stewart, Jake Daffin, Jacob
McDorman and manager Mike McDorman; Back, coach Bill West, Coltor Hancock, Will West III,
Colby Mullins, Andrew Howell, Blake Johnson, Wesley Brooks, and coach Ricky Howell. The
Mustangs are now qualified to play in the Elite 32 at Disney Worldʼs Wide World of Sports later this
summer.

Top runners
The first- and second-place Overall Females of the Seaside
Half Marathon on March 4 were Lisa Lewis, left, first overall
female (1:30:52), and Debby Vannoy, second overall (1:31:53),
both from Niceville.

10 Eagles
sign letters
of intent
Ten Niceville High School seniors
recently signed athletic letters of
intent to colleges. From left: Joe
Quinn, football, Birmingham
Southern College; Trey Barnes, foot-
ball, Jacksonville University; Grant
Howell, bowling, Bethel (Tenn.)
University; Matt Newton, football,
Florida Tech; Joey Collins, football,
Mississippi College; Ashleigh Price,
cross country and track, Arkansas
State; Sebastian Schutte, football,
Mississippi College; Steven Mayo,
football, Huntingdon College
(Montgomery, Ala.); Cory Eller, base-
ball, University of Alabama at
Birmingham; and Malik Williams,
football, Birmingham Southern.

Beacon photo by Kenneth Books

Niceville pounds
FWB, 16-1
Niceville High School pitcher Aja Brechtel delivers
a breaking ball during the Eagles' 16-3 drubbing of
Fort Walton Beach High School Thursday in a
District 2-6A matchup. After three innings, the
Eagles led 12-1 for their 16th victory against one
defeat. In district competition, Niceville is 7-0.

Beacon photo by Jeff Gammons

Mid-Bay Plaza, Bluewater Bay 897-4466

Ritz Salon

Choose Baywalk, you deserve the best!
4566 Hwy 20E, Ste. 104 • Niceville • www.baywalk2.com

76 FOX LAKE DR. Stunning 3/2 Home in
Prestigious Santa Rosa Beach Fox Lake
Subdivision. South CR393. 1/2 Acre on
Lake. 2,050 Sq.Ft. $425,000.

MAGNOLIA PLANTATION Delightfully
well cared for All Brick home. Features
Open Floor Plan, Family Room and
Florida Room, Dining Room, Spacious
Kitchen, 3/2. $265,000

MAGNOLIA PLANTATION Gated
Community first time offered in
Mediterranean Village 3 Bedroom 2 Bath
All Brick Home. Custom Cabinets,
Destinite Countertops, 9ʼ ceilings,
Separate Dining Room. Zero Lot Line. A
must see!!!! 1917 Sq.Ft. $255,000.

A MUST SEE: NICEVILLE, Cedar Ridge
Home on Peachtree. 2 Bedrooms, 2
Bathrooms, Family Room, Dining, Kitchen
and Beautifully Decorated. A Must See!
$155,000

GARDEN OAKS CONDO is
ABSOLUTELY DYNAMITE!!! 2nd Floor

Unit. Screen Patio Area, Another open
Balcony Area. Large Kitchen, Master
Bedroom & 2nd Bedroom. Very Spacious
Family Room. Open, Light & Bright.
$129,000

SHORT SALE: Bartonwood Ct. This 2
Bedrooms 1 bath home with Covered
Carport would make a great first time
buyer or Investment Property. Laminate
floors, Carpet in Master, Ceramic Tile in
wet areas. 951 Sq.Ft. $75,000.

SEMINOLE - CEDAR STREET:
.41 acre lot – Fenced – Mobile Home
heated and cooled Single Wide Expando.
3 Bedrooms 1.5 Baths AS IS. Call for
Showing $59,000.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE: Courtyard Plaza BWB,
1500 Sq.Ft. Units.

NEED SOMEONE TO WORK THROUGH
YOUR SHORT SALES WITH YOU?

CALL JANE

CALL 
Jane Rainwater:
(850) 897-1101
1-888-390-4450

PENDING

Call or visit us today!

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive • Niceville • 678-2514

Polly’s Concrete ProductsPolly’s Concrete Products
www.pollysconcrete.com

Before After

$50.00 OFF
Formed & Poured

Driveway

$100.00OFF
Cobblestone Paver

Driveway

READY TO ENHANCE YOUR
CURB APPEAL?

Upgrade your old existing driveway
with Stylish Cobblestone Pavers or

we can remove and repour your driveway.

Call today for a free estimate 897-3314

...certified public accountant...
Niceville Chamber board...church
administrative board...

When making one of life’s largest
financial decisions, trust a realtor
who understands the implications

of the financial transaction.

Richard Martin, Realtor
850-496-6956

rmartinre@kw.com
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Patsy Bland
DOUBLE CENTURION
Quality Service Producer

Roy Sutton
CENTURION

Dana Topel
Masters Ruby 

Quality Service Pinnacle

Howard Leavins
Quality Service

Producer

Patti Cole Marion Russell
(Real Estate MD)
Quality Service
Team Pinnacle

Bob Booker Tom Miesen Donna Bennett
(Real Estate MD)
Quality Service
Team Pinnacle

Fritz Johnson

Marilou Wrann
Masters Ruby

Cindy Knighten Charlotte Mays Helen Shaw Jim Fults Gene Martin Sheryl Stutler Fred Boyer

Laci LaFoy Greg Paci Adam Pennington Eric Topel Bill Bland Debbie Lowmiller

Dawn Johnson
Director of

Property Management

Jodie Wilkey
Property Manager

Michelle Leavins
Property Manager

Amy Hayes
Administrative Assistant

Laurie Mooneyham
Maintenance Coordinator

Michele
Clark

Roger
Bennett

Vicki Alexander Michele Clark Linda Burnett Janeen Booker Roger Bennett Brittany Swain Bill Harris

Lois Traxler

Wilson Minger Agency, Inc.

Niceville’s #1 Real Estate Office 7 years in a row!
www.century21wilsonminger.com  (850) 678-5161

2011 RED CARPET WINNERS - HIGHEST HONORS2011 RED CARPET WINNERS - HIGHEST HONORS

PERFORMANCE PLUS AWARDS

PERFORMANCE & FUTURE AWARD WINNERS

FULL-SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT DIVISION

MBBA has begun looking at a
marketing campaign to encour-
age travelers to use the 11-mile
connector bridge toll road and to
get familiar with toll-by-plate
technology that will free
motorists from stopping at the
toll plaza when the road is com-
pleted.

A logo is in the works for the
connector road, he said, and
cash-payers on the bridge will
begin receiving handouts this
summer explaining the new
tolling technology.

On a separate issue, Vest told
the board, "We dodged the bullet
again this year,” escaping leg-
islative consolidation of the local
transportation authority under
the Florida Turnpike Authority a
second year in a row. The
Florida Senate put consolidation
of MBBA in two bills, he said.
The House did not have consoli-
dation in any of its transportation
bills, he said, and the Senate bills
were removed during confer-
ence.

BRIDGE
From page A-1

More 
tickets,
fewer
wrecks
in 2011
Valp.
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Valparaiso police gave out
more traffic citations and arrests
for DUIs in 2011 compared to
2010, while the city had fewer
traffic accidents, according to
annual statistics released by
police.

There was little change in the
number of arrests in Valparaiso
in 2011 compared to the year
prior.

The number of DUI arrests in
Valparaiso doubled, from three
in 2010 to six in 2011, while
traffic citations rose slightly,
from 582 to 600, a 3 percent
increase over the same time
frame. There were 65 traffic
accidents last year, five fewer
than in 2010.

There were 58 arrests in
2011, two fewer than the previ-
ous year. The total includes 34
misdemeanor arrests and 24
felony arrests, one fewer in each
category.

Valparaiso Police Chief Joe
Hart said the police department
has 10 full-time employees,
including himself, as well as
three part-time officers and four
full-time dispatchers. One full-
time police officer slot was
replaced by a part-time slot last
year, he said, while there have
been no new full-time hires. The
police department continues to
carry one unfunded police offi-
cer slot, from the entire 2011 fis-
cal year into the current 2012
fiscal year, he said.

With the slowdown in the
economy, Hart said the number
of officers in training has been
reduced, with only two full-time
officers in training at the begin-
ning of 2012. It was typical to
have three or four officers in
training when the economy was
booming, he said, when the
small police department trained
officers only to see them leave
quickly to take higher paying
jobs with other law enforcement
agencies.  Having officers in
training generally limits traffic
details such as DUIs, Hart said.

BWB MSBU briefed by deputy and tax collector
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

During an informal meeting
on March 13, the Bluewater Bay
Municipal Services Benefit Unit
(MSBU) board of directors heard
briefings from Okaloosa County
Tax Collector Ben Anderson and
Deputy Sheriff Frank Taylor. The
guest speakers were the main
subjects of last Tuesday’s meet-
ing, as no formal business was
conducted because of the lack of

a quorum of the five-member
board of directors. Only two
members, Dale Blanchard and
Joan McCarthy, attended
Tuesday’s meeting.

Tax collector Anderson began
by praising Bluewater Bay, which
he called “unique” because of the
careful planning of the communi-
ty. He cited Bluewater Bay’s golf
courses, marina, walking and bik-
ing paths, and natural areas inter-
spersed among residential neigh-

borhoods as features that enhance
the local quality of lifeand he
praised the MSBU for “maintain-
ing the quality and integrity of the
community” after the original
developer left.

Since taking office, Anderson
said he has reduced spending
within the tax collector’s office.
He added that he has cut the num-
ber of employees from 80 to 75,
and cut overall salaries by 11 per-
cent. To save money for cus-

tomers, he has eliminated the for-
mer $3.50 “convenience fee” that
was charged to anyone who chose
to pay their property taxes on-
line.

Anderson said he is trying to
improve the system for issuing
drivers licenses. Now, new driv-
er’s licenses, he said, must meet
strict federal Department of
Homeland Security standards as
reliable forms of personal identi-
fication. Only the new, “gold

star” driver’s licenses will be
accepted as proper ID for board-
ing airplanes as of 2015.

Taylor, the community polic-
ing officer for Bluewater Bay and
other nearby communities,
warned that spring break may
bring extra traffic and more acci-
dents to the area. He also said that
various types of petty crime, such
as thefts, may occur during spring
break, as college students and
other visitors come to Northwest

Florida. He urged local residents
to take reasonable precautions,
such as driving carefully and
using extra following distance on
local highways, locking homes
and cars, being alert, and report-
ing any suspicious activity to
police. Taylor also reminded peo-
ple that it is not legal to fish in
ponds or lakes along the
Bluewater Bay golf courses dur-
ing times when golf is being
played.
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One Hour Air Conditioning
takes pride in their excellent on-
time residential customer care for
Okaloosa and Walton County.
One Hour Air provides all your
heating and cooling repairs,
maintenance and unit replace-
ments with reliable, friendly and
professional service. Utility costs
are on the rise, and One Hour
Airʼs maintenance program, The
Comfort Club, can be vital to low-
ering your monthly energy bills.
In addition, blown in attic insula-
tion can also significantly reduce
utility costs.  

The Comfort Club is a mainte-
nance program that minimizes
overall repair costs to heating and
air conditioning systems through
bi-annual planned check-ups.
These scheduled visits potentially
extend the life of systems up to
twice as long while significantly
saving on utility bills. Members
receive two comprehensive visits
a year. As a bonus, members
receive a 20% discount on any
repairs and priority service. 

One Hour Airʼs Filter Club pro-
gram accounts for what size and
number of filters each customer
needs while providing convenient
home delivery. Customers can

order a wide array of air filters that
include: basic green/blue fiber-
glass, electronic, high efficiency,
and high rating filters. This pro-
gram helps keep their systems
clean and running efficiently.  

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) can be
4-5 times more polluted than out-
door air and the potential for it to
be 100 times worse. IAQ services
become more and more of value
to your familyʼs comfort and
health. Depending on your filter,
the average time to change it is
approximately every 1-3 months.
One Hour Airʼs Filter Club pro-

gram can help maintain cleaner
air for your breathing environ-
ment. 

Additional services for IAQ
systems are also available includ-
ing central air cleaners, ultra vio-
let lights, HEPA filters, fresh air
intakes and electronic air clean-
ers. If you have concerns regard-
ing excess dust, dry air, allergens
or airborne viruses and bacteria,
One Hour Airʼs IAQ services can
help.

Prior to employment, One
Hour Air conducts an extensive
background check and performs

routine drug testing to ensure the
safety of their customers. Along
with continuous training for their
technicians to guarantee service
calls are handled in a profession-
al manner. Service vehicles are
regularly well-stocked and pre-
pared for repair visits. They refer
to it as their “warehouse on
wheels”.  This ensures a majority
of the repairs to be done immedi-
ately. 

One Hour Air Conditioning
has tripled in size over the past
five years and has moved to a
newly expanded facility to
accommodate its growing cus-
tomer needs. They are now
located at 319 Hwy 85 N, in
Niceville, adjacent to Benjamin
Franklin Plumbing, a sister com-
pany providing the same high
quality customer service for all
your plumbing needs.

World-class customer service
representatives are available to
take your calls 24/7. Contact the
office at 850-678-1498 for all
your heating, cooling and plumb-
ing needs. Military and senior
discounts are also available
upon request. Ask about monthly
promotions, or visit them on
Facebook. Additional information
on services can be found at one-
houremeraldcoast.com.

Advertising Feature

Tick-Tock's current month promotion is an Early Bird Tune-Up for $69
(regularly $99).

Call One Hour Air Conditioning customer service professionals for all your
air conditioning needs.

Let Kiwanis Raise Old Glory 
At Your House Or Business

Niceville/Valparaiso

Kiwanis Club

There are seven times a year when flying our flag is the perfect way to
show your family or business’ patriotic spirit. Kiwanis can make it easy!

For just $35 a year, we will install a permanent in-ground base for
your flag. Then, just before LABOR DAY and 9/11, VETERANS

DAY, PRESIDENTS DAY, MEMORIAL DAY, FLAG DAY,
INDEPENDENCE DAY and MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY, we will
install a 3x5 foot sewn flag (not printed) on a metal pole  in front of

your home or business. And take it down afterward.
Kiwanis does it all, you do nothing but look proud!

The modest $35 a year supports Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis Club’s
numerous children’s programs throughout our community. 

Time’s a wastin’.  Act now!
Call Bill at 897-4396 or Jim at 897-3068 & order a flag.

Serving the Children of the World

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
For only $105.95 a week for 11 weeks, you can 

capitalize on a powerful promotional tool.

ADD ONE OR BOTH OF OUR 
MILITARY PAPERS AT HALF PRICE!

AALLLL   AARROOUUNNDD  TTHHEE   TTOOWWNN  

The Beaconʼs ALL AROUND THE TOWN is one 
of the best read advertising sections available. 

It combines the strength of a 
well-written business profile, a color photo, 

and 11 colorful well-designed ads.
Each week customers will tell you all about it.

Call 678-1080 today!

Note: Mail subscriptions are often delayed in the mail.
Subscriptions are nonrefundable.

Please send coupon and payment to:
 The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

For more information, contact The Bay Beacon at (850) 678-1080 or info@baybeacon.com.

Price includes any applicable sales tax.

Name:                                                                                                               

Phone:                                                                                                               

Address*:                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                            

Payment (for 1 year) ......................$104.00

The Beacon
by mail!

Weekly mail delivery is available by subscription.

Just

complete

this form and

return it with

your check!

*U.S. and APO addresses only.

One Hour Air Conditioning
Lower utility costs with preventative maintenance

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us)• 678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

HOURS: 10:45 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
10:45 a.m. - 9:30 Fri. • 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS
4:30 - 6:00 Every Day
NEWLY RENOVATED

LOUNGE &
ENCLOSED PATIO BAR
with Live Music Fri. & Sat. Nights

HAPPY HOUR:
3:00 - 6:00 • Mon.-Sat.

SERVING
LUNCH & DINNER

INDOOR &
OUTDOOR

SEATING

EARLY BIRD
TUNE-UP

MARCH PROMO

$69 Reg:
$99

389-4611
onehourair.com

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES - NEWBORN TO ADULT
EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• PEDIATRICS
• PREVENTIVE CARE
• SPORT & WORK PHYSICALS

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

1170 John Sims Pkwy
Niceville, Florida

850-729-2262

Our lunch
specials are
so big, you
may need a
larger fork!

Fast Lunches $549Starting
at just

• Reduce energy consumption
• Prevent mold, mildew, staining
• Non-prorated transferable 
warranty

• Eliminate granule loss with
a shingle roof

• Green Product Technology
• Self priming
• Non cracking, flaking or peeling
• Increase resale value
• Class A fire rating
• Energy Star Product

850.424.6829
FREE EVALUATION

FINANCING AVAILABLE
www.RhinoShieldGulfSouth.com

Protect & Beautify Your Roof!
Non-Prorated 10 Year Warranty

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Full Service Hair      
For Ladies & Men

Call Today!
678-1977

and GENERAL REPAIR

Brakes • Water Pumps
Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

NOW OFFERING
AMSOIL OIL CHANGES!

PEPPER & TONY
Zen masters, guard dogs,
& welcoming committee

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts

• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service

(850) 729-6629

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies

- NOW OFFERING -
• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 • www.drbroutin.com
Merchantʼs Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/12

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

1005-A John Sims Pkwy. 
(Palm Plaza) Niceville, FL 

850-279-4361
Mon.-Tues., Thurs.-Fri.

8:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sharon M. Streeter, O.D. • Thomas A. Streeter, O.D.
Palm Eye Care

Board Certified Optometric Physicians
“A new approach to personal eye care”

Contact Lenses and Eyeglasses - Emergency Eye Injuries
Diabetes/Hypertension Management - Specialty/Bifocal 
Contact Lenses - Pediatric patients are always welcome

Sports Vision Correction for all athletes - 
Accepting TRICARE, Bluecross/BS, Medicare, 

Medicaid, AETNA, VCP, VSP, Davis Vision and Eye Med

Drs. Tom & Sharon Streeter

Superior Residences

2300 N. Partin Drive, Niceville
Superioralf.com (850) 897-2244

Specializing in all
types of Memory Care
• Assisted Living with

24 Hour Nursing Care
• Respite Stays
• Day Stays

Assisted Living 11712

The plane wasn’t on fire, he
said, but the crash created a
brush fire near where the fuse-
lage came to rest on the top of a
small hill in the wooded Eglin

reservation. The two passengers
in the plane had been ejected
from the plane and did not sur-
vive, he said. Firefighters used
shovels and fire extinguishers
to control the brush fire from
spreading, he said.

The Okaloosa County
Sheriff’s Office has tentatively

identified the victims as 59-
year old Donald Marco of
Niceville and 66-year old
Stanley Bloyer of Fort Walton
Beach.

The crashed aircraft includ-
ed a panel with the word
“experimental” written on the
panel. That typically is an indi-

cation of a plane that was
home-built from a kit.

Marco’s small experimental
plane crashed in woods on
Eglin reservation. He and
Bloyer were reportedly flying
from Ruckel Airport to the
Yellow River Airstrip in Holt,
according to the sheriff’s office.

Representatives of the
Federal Aviation
Administration and National
Transportation Safety Board
will be in charge of investigat-
ing the deadly crash.

Marco survived critical
injuries from another plane
crash in 2008. On June 9, 2008,

Marco was the lone passenger
of a home-built aircraft that
crashed at the north end of the
Ruckel Airport. A Niceville
High School student witnessed
the crash and called 911 after
trying to comfort the pilot who
was upside down in the wreck-
age.

CRASH
From page A-1



Valparaiso Commissioner
Tom Miller was awarded with a
service plaque on March 12, hon-
oring him for his 16 years on the
Valparaiso City Commission.
Miller was elected in 1996, and
lost his bid
for re-elec-
tion this year.
Mayor Bruce
Arnold pre-
sented Miller
with the
plaque that
held four
dollar coins.
Each com-
missioner
serves on the board for $1 a year.

A reception for Miller was held
on Monday in the Community
Room. 

* * *
Whitney Denney of

Valparaiso
was named
Most
Photogenic by
her peers at
the conclusion
of the Miss
Huntingdon
pageant, held
earlier this
month at
Huntingdon
College,
Montgomery, Ala. One of nine
pageant contestants, she is a
freshman sport studies major, and
the daughter of Mark and Pam
Denney of Valparaiso. She is a
member of Chi Omega women's
fraternity, the Huntingdon Cross
Country Team and the
Huntingdon Concert Choir. 

Air Force Airman Hunter
R. Johnson, of Niceville,
graduated from basic military
training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an
intensive, eight-week program
that included training in mili-
tary discipline and studies, Air
Force core values, physical fit-

ness and basic warfare princi-
ples and skills.

Airmen who complete basic
training earn four credits
toward an associate in applied
science degree through the
Community College of the Air
Force. 

Hunter is the son of Susan
and Russ Johnson of Niceville.
He is a 2007 graduate of
Niceville High School.

* * *
Air Force Airman William

F. Fogarty, of Niceville, grad-
uated from basic military

training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an
intensive, eight-week program
that included training in mili-
tary discipline and studies, Air
Force core values, physical fit-
ness, and
basic war-
fare princi-
ples and
skills.

Airmen
who com-
plete basic
training
earn four
credits
toward an
associate in applied science
degree through the
Community College of the Air
Force.

William is the son of Rita
Fogarty of Niceville.

He is a 2008 graduate of
Niceville High School.

* * *
U.S. Air Force Academy

Cadet Captain First Class
Dustin Hayhurst, of Freeport,
was presented the Tomorrow's
Leader Award by Aviation
Week. An awards gala was
held in Washington, D.C.
Aviation Week’s Laureate
Awards are the aviation, aero-
space and defense industry’s
premier honor, recognizing the
exploration, innovation and
heroism of current and future
leaders. Hayhurst was born in
Gelnhausen, Germany and has
lived all over the U.S., but
considers Freeport his home.
Hayhurst was one of four
armed services cadets honored
as Tomorrow’s Leaders by
Aviation Week, and sponsor
BAE Systems. 
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In the Service

1187 East John Sims Parkway,
Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED

Charles Henriott   Owner & Optician
850-678-6211  •  850-678-0099

LADIES SUNGLASSES
$5000 OFF (w/ purchase of lenses)

MAGNETIC
CLIP-ON SUNGLASSES

$5000 OFF (w/ purchase of lenses)

TEEN & SPORT
PACKAGES
Buy Frames,

Get ½ OFF Lenses

850-863-2153
Fort Walton • Destin • Niceville

General Orthopaedics
Total Joint Revision

Sports Medicine 
General Podiatry

Arthritis Prevention & Care
Bone Density Scanning

Complete Spine Care
Total Joint Reconstruction
Minimal Invasive Surgery

Foot & Ankle Surgery
Full Body MRI

Physical Therapy

Joseph R. Agostinelli, DPM
General Podiatry

Foot & Ankle Surgery
Sports Medicine

Comprehensive Orthopaedic Care

All major insurance accepted,
including Tricare

Eight Board Certified Physicians

Beacon photo by Tess Hollis
Students from Barry University, Miami Shores, volunteered in Niceville during their alternative spring break. The group of 13 students
built artificial reefs on the shores of Choctawhatchee Bay. See full story, page B-3. 

Alternative spring break brings students to Niceville

Dustin Hayhurst

Tom Miller

Whitney
Denney

Courtesy photo
Jim Miller, of Niceville, was recently recognized by President
Barack Obama and ShelterBox USA with a Presidential
Volunteer Service Award. From left: Mark Dyer, ShelterBox USA
Chairman of the Board, Jim Miller, and Tom Henderson,
Founder of ShelterBox. 

Niceville area volunteer
earns presidential award 

Niceville area volunteer Jim
Miller was recently recognized
by President Barack Obama
and ShelterBox USA with a
Presidential Volunteer Service
Award for his efforts during
2011 to provide shelter, warmth
and dignity for survivors of nat-
ural and other disasters world-
wide.

In the aftermath of disasters
such as the Japan earthquake
and tsunami in March 2011,
many watched on the television
wishing they could make a dif-
ference. Miller, a Niceville resi-
dent since 1990, knew
ShelterBox, an international
disaster relief charity, would be
on the scene delivering it’s
"green box" containing a fami-
ly tent, water purification, a
cook set and stove, along with
other lifesaving supplies. 

"The personal award is nice
recognition, but being part of
the ShelterBox organization

and knowing our fundraising
activities are important to many
people who have suffered from
a disaster is more rewarding,"
Miller said. 

Through Miller’s efforts of
raising awareness and funds for
ShelterBox, the organization
was able to provide more than
17,600 ShelterBoxes to families
throughout the world in 2011,
including the tornadoes in the
southern U.S., drought and
famine in East Africa, wide-
spread flooding in the
Philippines and the subsequent
earthquakes in Turkey.

Miller said he gives
ShelterBox presentations to
increase awareness of the pro-
gram.

"The generous community
of Northwest Florida has been
very responsive," he said. "In
fact, the Rotary Clubs of this
area are our biggest contribu-
tors."

 

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Get all the 
discounts 
you deserve.

Frank Walker, Agent
1189 John Sims Parkway E

Niceville, FL  32578
Bus: 850-678-7878

fwalkerins.com
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Reasonable Dining.
We just look expensive.

Happy Hour
$5 Tapas • Bacon Wrapped Scallops, Crispy Tuna,
Fried Oysters, Vegetable Spring Rolls, Beef Carpaccio

Draft Beer: $1.50
(Stella, Blue Moon, Abita: Starting at $2.00)

Well Drinks: $2.00 • Wine: Starting at $3.00

Tues. - Fri. • 4pm - 7pm

303 Glen Ave., Valparaiso
850.389.2125
CompassRoseValp.com

Keller Williams Realty proudly announces that

Linda Zickler, CRS, GRI
has joined our Niceville office in the Merchants Walk.

In her 28 years as a Niceville Realtor,
Linda has helped over 1300 buyers and sellers

through successful real estate transactions.  

Please call Linda at 621-7233 or
stop by to see her at the

Keller Williams office where she
continues using her real estate

expertise to help buyers and
sellers enjoy a "smooth move.”

Each Keller Williams Office is Independently Owned and Operated

4534 Highway 20 • Niceville, Florida
Merchants Walk (Next to BeefʻOʼBradyʼs)



Niceville Library display
Original paintings and artwork by

Marla Armstrong will be on exhibit in
the Niceville Public Library until
March 31. Armstrong's work is influ-
enced by art from the many areas of
the globe she has traveled. 

Book sale bonanza
The American Association of

University Women,
Nicevi l le /Valparaiso
Chapter, is requesting
used book donations for
its annual book sale at the
Heritage Museum of
Northwest Florida, March 31, from 8
a.m.-3 p.m. Proceeds will be used to
provide scholarships to deserving
women in the community. Donations
will be accepted at the Heritage
Museum of Northwest Florida, 115

Westview Ave., Valparaiso, Tuesday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Info: 863-
9622.

OCCSW nominations
The Okaloosa County

Commission on the Status of Women
is taking nominations from the com-
munity for the 2012 Women's Wall of
Honor. The nominations are due April
15. For the nomination form and
more information, visit
occsw.org/wallofhonor.htm. The
form, a short paragraph (100 words or
less) about the woman you wish to
honor, her photo and a $100 donation

to the OCCSW should be submitted to
the Okaloosa County Commission
Status of Women, PO Box 681,
Niceville, FL, 32588, or pay with
Paypal. Info: Shirley Pigott, 651-3905. 

Republican Women
Fort Walton Republican Women

Federated will hold a meeting on
March 21, at 11 a.m., at Carabba's
Italian Grill, located in the parking lot
of Silver Sands Outlet Mall, Destin.
Retired Lt. Col. Samuel Lombardo
will be the guest speaker. Lunch will
include Caesar salad, ravioli, bread, a
beverage and tiramisu. For reserva-
tions, contact Margaret Crozier at 837-
5321. Cost is $18 for members, and
$20 for guests. 

Cobia seminar
The Saltwater Seminar Series will

provide tips and tricks to target and
land a cobia, as they migrate along the
Emerald Coast. The series will be held

on March 21, at 6 p.m.,
at Northlight Marina.
There will be a free buf-
fet at 5:30 p.m. There is
no charge to attend, and

reservations are not needed. Info: salt-
waterevents.com, or Joe Z., 516-0709,
or joez@saltwater-events.com. 

Embroiderers' Guild
The Sand Dunes Chapter of

Embroiderers' Guild of America will
hold a meeting on March 22, from 6-
8:30 p.m., at Niceville United
Methodist Church, room 400. The day
meeting will be March 26, from 9:30
a.m.-noon, at Niceville United
Methodist Church, room 703. Visitors
are welcome. 

Senior Center activities
There will be a presentation of

"The Lighthouse Keeper's Daughter,"
a melodrama, on March 22, at 10 a.m.,
at the Valparaiso Senior Center. The
drama will be presented by Nancy
Litten, with full costume. If you are 60
and older, please come and enjoy. The
Center is located at 268 Glenview
Ave., and also serves lunch at 11 a.m.,
daily. Reservations can be made by
calling 833-9291. 

Technology program
The Valparaiso Community

Library will have a technology pro-
gram, March 22, at 4 p.m., for students
of all ages interested in attending col-
lege in the near future. Ron Walls,
instructional technology specialist at
NWFSC, will present the program
discussing how to access college
course/content using mobile devices.
The program is open to the general
public at no cost. Info: 729-5406. 

Candidate forum
The Okaloosa County Republican

Club will host a forum for all district
school board candidates on March 22,
at the American Legion Hall, 105
Hollywood Blvd., Fort Walton Beach.
A social hour will begin at 6:15 p.m.,
followed by dinner at 6:55 p.m. Cost:
$10. 

Masquerade jewelry sale
The Auxiliary of Twin Cities

Hospital will hold a
masquerade $5 jew-
elry sale in the
Wellness Center on
March 22, from 7
a.m.-6 p.m., and March 23, from 7
a.m.-5 p.m. All proceeds will benefit
healthcare related scholarship funds.
Info: Gift shop, 729-9481. 

Lenten meditation music
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1407 E.

John Sims Parkway, will sponsor a
Lenten meditation with the music of
J.S. Bach on March 23, at 7 p.m. The
program  will include eight chorales
for the season of Lent, presented by
joint area choir organizations, along
with chorale preludes for the organ
played by Bonita Clark. Info: 678-
1298. 

Archaeological dig
The Emerald Coast Archaeology

Society, in coordination with the
Indian Temple Mound Museum and
okaloosachambersingers.org, or Dr.
Marilyn Overturf, 682-9651. 

Master voice class
Dr. Michael Hix, assistant profes-

sor of voice, and coordinator of
choral/vocal studies at Troy
University, Alabama, will conduct a
master voice class March 31, from 10-
11:30 a.m., at First Baptist Church of
Niceville. The class will be co-spon-
sored by the Okaloosa Chamber
Singers and the Choctaw Bay Music
Club. The class is free to the public.
Info: okaloosachambersingers.org, or
Dr. Marilyn Overturf, 682-9651. 

Volunteers needed
Volunteers will be needed March

31, at 8:15 a.m., by the Florida Trail
Association for maintenance on the
trails at the E.O. Wilson Biophilia
Center, Freeport. Info: 585-9184, or
choctaw.floridatrail.org. 

Zumba for prizes
Shake it up at "The Cupid

Shuffle/Zumba Dance Marathon"
fundraiser, March 31, at the Emerald
Coast Convention Center, Okaloosa
Island. Two grand-prize winners will
each receive one Southwest Airlines
round-trip ticket to any destination
that Southwest Airlines flies. Tickets
are on sale at Bayou Book, Niceville.

Dance contestant tickets are $25
each, and spectator tickets are $10 at
the door. Must be 18 or older to dance.

Info: nelliesyouthvillage.org, or
email Nellie Bogar at
njbogar@yahoo.com, or Valerie
Bogar at valerie0187@yahoo.com.

IDEAS competition
Jacobs Technology 16th annual

IDEAS Competition, Industry,
Design, Engineering And Students, an
engineering competition for high
school and middle school students,

will be March 31, at Shoal River
Middle School, Crestview.
Registration, 8 a.m., competition
begins at 9 a.m. 

Boating safety course
The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Flotilla 1-4 will conduct a Coast
Guard boating safety course, March
31, from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., at the
Coast Guard Station Destin, 2000
Miracle Strip Parkway. Registration is
required by March 28. The cost is $35
and includes the course, exam, FWC
safe boating ID card, lunch, line-han-

dling and knots demo,
and tour of the station.
By law, anyone born
after Jan. 1, 1988, who
operates a vessel in

Florida powered by 10 horsepower or
more, must pass an approved boater
safety course. Info: John Ryan, 623-
980-8782, or
ryanjohnj@hotmail.com. 

Spaghetti dinner
The Choctaw Beach Community

Center will hold a spaghetti dinner,
March 31, from 4-6 p.m. Spaghetti,
salad, drink and dessert for $6.
Choctaw Beach is located five miles
east of Bluewater Bay and 13 miles
west of Freeport on Highway 20. The
community center is located on
Wateroak Street. Info: 897-5590.

'Romeo and Juliet'
The Northwest Florida Ballet will

present "Romeo and Juliet" at the
Mattie Kelly Arts Center, March 31,
7:30 p.m., and April 1, 2:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25 for adults, and $12.50
for children ages 12 and under. Tickets
may be purchased on-line,
nfballet.org, or by calling 664-7787.

'We Bought a Zoo'
The Valparaiso Community

Library will show the movie "We
Bought a Zoo," on April 5, at 1:30

p.m. Popcorn and drinks will be
served, and family and friends are
welcome. 

Service awards ceremony
The Niceville/Valparaiso Rotary

Club will recognize local public ser-
vants at its annual Vocational Service
Award ceremony, April 5, at noon.
Lunch will be served from noon-
12:30 p.m., then each department
head/supervisor will be asked to say
a few words about their recipient
before the awards presentation. The
ceremony will be held at the
Northwest Florida State College new
Student Service Center. 

Audubon monthly meeting
The Choctawhatchee Audubon

Society will hold its
monthly meeting on
April 5, room 132 of the
new Student Services
Center at Northwest
Florida State College.
Cameron Jaggard, of the Pew
Environmental Group, will discuss
the threat of surface long-line fish-
ing, and will present information on
alternative fishing methods.
Refreshments will begin at 6:30
p.m., and the program will start at 7
p.m. Info: Walt Spence, 582-7064. 

Golf tournament
The Traveling Eagles youth base-

ball team will host its 11th Annual
Golf Tournament on April 6, at

Bluewater Bay Golf
Course. Registration will
begin at noon, with a shot-
gun start at 1 p.m. Entry
fees are $350 per team, or

$90 for individuals. The fee will
include a cart, green fees, food and
prizes. Info: Travelingeagles.com, or
685-1641. 

Sunrise service
There will be a Resurrection

Sunrise Service, April 8, at 6 a.m., at
Lincoln Park, Valparaiso. Bring lawn
chairs and blankets. After the serv-
ice, pancakes, sausage and juice will
be provided for everyone by Trinity
Presbyterian in their fellowship hall,
44 Southview Ave. Rain location will
be inside the church. 

RMS Chorus performance
The Ruckel Middle School

Chorus will perform at its fourth
annual “Sweet Sounds” choral event,
April 10, at 6:30 p.m. Tickets will be
sold at the door in the Ruckel
Gymnasium lobby.

Audubon annual retreat
The Choctawhatchee Audubon

Society will hold its annual retreat
April 13-14, at the Shell Island Fish
Camp near St. Marks. For reserva-
tions, contact Shell Island Fish Camp
at 925-6226. Info: Margaret Benner,
678-6665. 

Pregnancy Center 5K
The Pregnancy Center will hold a

5K run/walk, April 14, at 8:30 a.m.,
Old Spanish Trail Park, Crestview.
Registration: $15 by April 1, $20 late
entry/race day, $10 kids' fun run. On-
line registration: active.com. Info:
schumann.lori@gmail.com.
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Lisa Miller shows Birds
of Prey Saturday
The E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center will present Lisa Miller and
her birds of prey on March 24, at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Lisa will be
showing and discussing several birds that are under her care.
The E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center is located at 4645 State
Highway 20 East, Freeport. 

E-mail items to
info@baybeacon.com

before 5 p.m. Wednesday.
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CALENDAR

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

First  Baptis t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm

“God’s work. Our hands.”
St. Paul Lutheran & Preschool

1407 John Sims Pkwy E. 
Niceville, FL 32578

850-678-1298
www.stpaulniceville.com

Sunday Services
8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Nursery provided.

Wednesday Lenten Services
7:00 p.m.

Lenten Meditation w/ Music of Bach
Friday, March 23 at 7:00 p.m.

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool
NOW ENROLLING

FOR
FALL 2012.

Call or visit website.
www.stpaulniceville.com
A Florida VPK provider.

CO1OK0064

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Services
9 a.m. Traditional Spirit-filled
Worship with Holy Communion

Nursery, ages 6 wks.-2yrs.; Sunday School, ages 2-7
11:01 a.m. Walk In…Worship (Contemporary
Worship with Holy Communion)

Nursery & Sunday School provided

Immanuel Anglican Youth
Wednesday Nights 6:30-8p.m. @ The Shed

Hang out; engage; worship; grow
250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin
Church Office: 850-837-6324

www.iacdestin.org
“Pointing The Way To Jesus”

Sunday Bible School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Bluewater Community
CHURCH

897-2644
4580 RANGE RD., NICEVILLE

Come Worship with Us!
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1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Florida 32578
(850) 678-1080  •  Fax: 729-3225

info@baybeacon.com

The Bay Beacon
& Beacon Express

The Bay Beacon and Beacon Express, incorporating the Bluewater Breeze, is
published every Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises Inc. Free total-market home
delivery to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-

Walton County from Villa Tasso to Basin Bayou, including Choctaw Beach.
Subscriptions:  One year, mail, $104.  One year, electronic subscription, $52.

Nicevilleʼs Newspaper

Beacon photo by Tess Hollis
Marjorie Biendichle, a senior criminology major at Barry University, plays with several of the children at the Niceville Head Start Center. 

NWFSC accepting scholarship applications
Applications for scholar-

ships in the Humanities, Fine
and Performing Arts Division
at Northwest Florida State
College are now being accept-
ed for dance, drama, instru-
ment, technical theater, visual
arts and voice. 

For visual arts scholarships,
portfolios and applications are
due April 9-11. Porfolios will
be evaluated on April 16 and
18. 

For drama, instrument,
technical theater and voice
scholarships, applications are
due March 30. Auditions will
be held on April 21, and May
11. Applicants may choose
which date works best for
them to audition.

For dance scholarships, the
applications will be due May
25. A two-day audition will be
held May 21, and June 1.

Scholarships are awarded

each semester in varying
amounts to be used for tuition
by NWFSC, by those students
with outstanding abilities in
the arts. The general require-
ments to be eligbile for fine
and performing arts scholar-
ships are maintaining satisfac-
tory academic standing in gen-
eral courses, and a 3.5 GPA in
the scholarships' area of study;
participation in ensembles or
classes assigned by the divi-

sion director; working at least
two Broadway shows per year;
attending all scheduled class-
es; and complete a free appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). 

Scholarship recipients must
re-apply each spring semester.
Applications are available at
nwfsc.edu/Humanities/Scholar
ships. For more information
contact the Fine Arts office at
729-5382. 

Students volunteer time, 
effort throughout community

By Tess Hollis
Staff Writer

Instead of soaking up the sun
on the Emerald Coast beaches
like many spring breakers, 13
students from Barry University,
Miami Shores, hit the shores of
Choctawhatchee Bay in
Niceville on March 6, to restore
the shoreline.

The students were part of
Barry University's Alternative
Spring Break (ASB) program, a
student-run organization that is
dedicated to "making the world
a better place" through its vol-
unteer service. 

During the week of March 9,
the ASB students participated in
several volunteer activities
throughout the Niceville area,
including shore restoration and
volunteering at the local Head
Start. 

The first two days of their
spring break, students worked
in conjunction with the
Choctawhatchee Bay Alliance
(CBA) to create an artificial reef
made of oyster shells along the
shores of the bay.

Last year, the CBA started
the O.Y.S.T.E.R. Shell
Recycling Program, or "Offer

Your Shell to Enhance
Restoration." The goal of the
program is to collect oyster
shells that would otherwise end
up in a landfill, and reuse them
to construct an oyster reef habi-
tat. 

According to the CBA web-
site, "Oyster populations have
declined in many places world-
wide and Choctawhatchee Bay
is no exception. By building
reefs, we are providing a hard
place for oyster spat (the sub-
adult to adult growth period of
an oyster) to settle and thrive, as
well as providing a habitat for a
variety of other important
species."

"On the first day we were
bagging the oyster shells in
plastic netting," said co-adviser
of the group, Christina Leano.
"We tied the bags and loaded
them into trucks, and the trucks
dropped the shells in the area
where we were going to put
them. Then, we placed the bags
into a boat, which brought peo-
ple to the site where they creat-
ed the artificial reef."

Although the reef work was
labor-intensive, the students
agreed it was well worth their
time. 

"We are helping our oceanic
creatures, and we get to be clos-
er to God's nature," said
Chrystal Rincher, a freshman
psychology major. 

On March 7, the students
switched from manual labor and
took their volunteer efforts to
Head Start in Niceville, to inter-
act with children ages 3 through
5. 

"It helps the children to see
new faces," said Head Start
Director Nadine Smith. "Some
of these children don't have a
male or female role model, so it
helps to have these college stu-
dents come in and work with
the children. It gives them a
positive role model to look up
to."

Smith said the teachers at
Head Start explained to the chil-
dren what it meant to be a vol-
unteer and a college student, in
an effort to encourage the chil-
dren to seek higher education
and give back to their communi-
ty.

"They've enjoyed having
them here so much," Smith
said. "It's important for the kids
have this kind of interaction."

After their volunteer work
concluded in Niceville, the ASB

group headed to Lakeland
where they witnessed the
Coalition of Immokalee farm
workers of Florida take part in a
six day fast at a local Publix.
The workers were trying to get
the grocery store to sign a Fair
Food Agreement, under which
Publix would pay an extra
penny per pound for tomatoes.

"The No. 1 thing is that stu-
dents need to know the differ-
ence between social justice and
volunteer work," said Chelsea
Baker, a junior social work
major. "It's easy to say, 'it's not
my problem,' but to our group
this is our backyard and we
need to do something to help."

Because the university is
located in the Miami area, the
students agreed that missing out
on a traditional spring break
was not an issue, since they are
able to "go to the beach and
party" any time they wish. 

"There's a lot of bad things
going on in our world," said
Aaron Mohammed, a sopho-
more chemistry major.
"Imagine if no one stood up to
do anything about it. I figure I
should be that one person to
stand up and try to make a dif-
ference."

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified

Eye Surgeon & Cataract Specialist

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our office policy that the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment
which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for any free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Dr. Darren Payne’s Smart lens Procedure can produce clear vision
without eye glasses at all distances (close up, far away, & in between)

Call Today at:
Niceville Location
115 Bailey Dr. • 678-5338

Crestview Location
930 N. Ferdon Blvd. • 682-5338

Call for a Smart Lens Evaluation with Dr. Darren Payne

Need Eye Glasses to Read?
Smart LensesSM

Criminal Law, DUI, Family Law, Divorce

(850) 729-7770 • www.michaelweinstock.com
795 East John Sims Parkway, Suite 1, Niceville

Felonies, Misdemeanors, DUI, Drug
Offenses, VOP, Domestic Violence

Sex Offenses, Bond Issues

Divorce (Contested & Uncontested),
Custody, Child Support

Department of Revenue actions,
Guardianship, Visitation

Contempt Actions, Alimony Issues

Mike Tarbuck
Jeweler ~ Owner Diamond Works inc.

Big Bold Gold

Jewelry Repair • Custom Design
Remounts • Next Day Service

www.DiamondWorksJewelry.com
Park Place Plaza, Next to Santa Rosa Mall

323 Page Bacon Rd., Mary Esther
850-244-5252  |  Mike Tarbuck, Jeweler-Owner

Very affordable
18k gold plate jewelry  

$200.00

Coupon valid 5pm-8pm, Mon.-Sat.

Buy 1
Spaghetti Dinner

GET 2ND 1/2 PRICE!

177 John Sims Pkwy., Valparaiso  •  (850) 389-2131
PIZZERIA

OPEN
Mon-Sat

11-8

Must present coupon. Exp: 03/27/12.

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate
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Niceville High recognizes
science fair winners

Niceville High School recently
announced its winners of the 35th
Annual Robert Sheffield East
Panhandle Regional Science and
Engineering Fair that was held on
Feb. 9. 

The state finalists will partici-
pate in the next level April 3
through 6. 

First Place
—Michael Sementilli, ninth

grade, "Propeller energy"
—Kyle Saleeby, 11th grade,

"On thin ice: Controlling, slowing
the motion of a car on a slippery
surface"

—Ashali Chimata, ninth
grade, "I-solution"

—Nicole Escoffier and
Madeline Hsiang, ninth grade, "A
study of flouride protection
against tooth structure loss from
various cariogenic solutions"

Second Place
—Kelly Stukbauer, ninth

grade, "Altering goldfish's gravity
perception"

—Gabrielle Sorgnit, ninth
grade, "Human reaction time and
music tempo"

—Haley Baker, ninth grade,
"The healthiest meat"

—John Thomas, ninth grade,
"Which foundation is strongest
during an earthquake"

—Brayton miles, ninth grade,

"Passive autotracking solar panel"
—Sophia Bergmann, ninth

grade, "Work it microbes"

Third place
—Mykael Briley, ninth grade,

"Does dissolving solids into water
affect the freezing speed of
water?"

—Blake Hartzog, ninth grade,
"Can honey be used as a natural
preservative?"

Honorable Mention
—Erin Murphey, ninth grade,

"Is this cool or watt?"
—Joshua Weed, ninth grade,

"Radiant barrier effects on home
energy efficiency"

Mid-Bay Rotary Club accepting
scholarship applications

The Mid-Bay Rotary Club is
now accepting scholarship appli-
cations. The club awards one or
two scholarships each year to sen-
iors at Niceville High School.
Scholarships range from $500 to
$1,000, depending on funding
available.  

The following are the guide-
lines for the application:

—Fill out the application elec-

tronically.
—Write a short paragraph

about your "Service above Self."
—Write a short paragraph

about your background, interests
and goals. 

—Submit application by April
1.

—Submit application data
electronically to Frank McCary,
fjmccarty8@cox.net.

—Selected applicants will be
requested to have a short interview
with the Mid-Bay Rotary Club
selection board before final selec-
tion.

Students can access the appli-
cation form on the Niceville High
School website, nicevillehigh-
school.org. For more information,
contact Frank McCarty at 803-
2809. 

RBCS announces Fine Arts Competition results
Rocky Bayou Christian

School recently announced its
results from the Florida
Association of Christian
College and Schools (FACCS)
Fine Arts Competition, held on
March 8 and 9, in Jacksonville. 

More than 30 FACCS
accredited high schools partici-
pated in the state level competi-
tion. RBCS won 48 places (16,
first place, 23, second place,
and nine, third place) overall. 

The Debate Team, made up
of seniors Bill Hudson and Josh
Turner, won second place in the
state. 

The RBCS Symphonic Band
and Concert Choir each placed
second in the state.

The Chamber Choir, made
up of members Wendy Kent,
Darla Lyons, Carolyn Hudson,
Savannah Linn, Jon Delgado,
Michael Obrigewitch, Tanner
Jennings and Adam Downing,
won first place in its category. 

The Women's Select
Ensemble, made up of mem-
bers Elizabeth Gadzinski,
Shiloh Johns, Anna LaNeve,
Kimberly McMahon, Rachel
Mosley, Natalie Ouma, Jennifer
Paskell, Christiana Serban,
Alyssa Slagle, Jessical
Vermillion, Casey Young and
JoVonna Zuppa, earned third
place in its category. 

Individual winners in all cat-
egories are as follows:

Academics:
—English: Elizabeth

Marshall, first; Savannah West,

second.
— A l g e b r a / G e o m e t r y :

Ashley Lee, third. 
—Biology: Amanda Hart,

second.
—Physics: Neely Fawaz,

first; Joey Wilson, second.
— W o r l d

History/Geography: Noah
Kerstein, third.

—U.S. History/Geography:

Josh Turner, second.
—Political Science,

Economics: Carolyn Hudson,
first; Christy Allen, third.

—Home Economics: Jessica
Sandlin, second.

—Accounting: Terence
Ouma, second.

—Music Theory: Joe
Townsend, second.

—Science Fair, Physical:

Sarah Lynch, first; Connor
Lynch, second.

Art:
—Calligraphy: Savannah

Linn, second.
—Monochromatic Drawing:

HaeIn Yoo, first.
—Polychromatic Drawing:

HaeIn Yoo, first; Kelly
Hanning, third.

—Oil Painting: Iris Lee, sec-

ond.
—Sculpture: Laura

Herndon, second.
—Textiles: Jessica Sandlin,

first.
—Printmaking: Elizabeth

Marshall, first.
—Black and White

Photography: Ashley Lee, sec-
ond.

—Digital Media: Wan Shik

Kim, second; Neely Fawaz,
third.

—Mixed Media: Wan Shik
Kim, third.

—Woodworking: Jessica
Sandlin, first.

Bible:
—Old Testament Bible

Knowledge: Izabella Foreman,
second.

—Expository Preaching:
Adam Downing, second.

—Bible Memory: Asher
Bechtold, first.

Music:
—Instrumental Brass Solo:

Steven Wills, second.
—Instrumental Woodwind

Solo: Elizabeth Sober, first.
—String Solo: Matthew

Steele, third.
—Classical Guitar: Tyler

Maraist, first.
—Classical Piano Solo:

James Sung, second.
—Percussion Solo: Joe

Townsend, first, perfect score. 
—Small Group Ensemble:

Woodwind trio, Elizabeth
Sober, Hannah Stoner, Grace
Stoner, first; Clarinet quintet,
Hayley Burgess, Wendy Kent,
Sarah Lynch, Yull Park and
Julie Ritenour, second. 

—Large Instrumental
Ensemble: Percussion ensem-
ble, Steven Chambers, Thomas
Hannay and Joe Townsend,
first. 

Speech and Drama:
—Humorous Interpretation:

Yull Park, third. 

Courtesy photo
Rocky Bayou Christian School winners of the Florida Association of Christian College and Schools Fine Arts Competition. From
left: back, Savannah Linn, Tyler Maraist, Tanner Jenkins, Darla Lyon, Jon Delgado, Joe Townsend. Middle: Elizabeth Sober,
Elizabeth Marshall, Grace Stoner, Michael Obrigewitch, Hannah Stoner, Neely Fawaz, Carolyn Hudson, Sarah Lynch, HaeIn Yoo,
Wendy Kent, Adam Downing, Thomas Hannay. Front: Bill Hudson, Jessica Sandlin, Steve Chambers, Asher Bechtold. 

* One Bedroom - $500 * Two Bedroom - $600
* Seven Month Lease * Military Clause

* Applicant(s) must pass background check 
and pay security deposit upon lease signing

Southern Gardens
500 Kelly Road, Valparaiso

Southern Breeze
4600 Range Road, Niceville

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
Under New Professional Management

Dear Bay Beacon,
We are going on a year old, and the first thing I did when I opened

my store was put an ad in the local newspaper, the Bay Beacon. By
using the Bay Beacon, Eglin Flyer and Hurlburt Patriot, our
customers have found a place to save money on costly mattress sets.
We recommend that other businesses in the area consider the Bay
Beacon and their military newspapers when advertising. Their
representatives are kind and thoughtful, doing what it takes to help
your business get off the ground. 

It takes money to make money, and putting your money on the
page of the Bay Beacon is like money in the bank. When it comes to
service, the Bay Beacon show professionalism. 

Advertising in the
Bay Beacon gets
results! Here’s proof!

Sincerely,

Robert Cook
Owner, Sweet Dreams Mattress

Recreation Services Inc., located in
Bluewater Bay, is offering a great
membership special. Join either
the Swim or Hard Court
Tennis Membership from now
until March 31, and receive a
50% discount on the
enrollment fee! Membership
includes 4 pools (1 heated)
and 3 Tennis Courts. We
also offer Water Aerobics,
Facility rentals, RV/Boat
Storage, swimming
and tennis lessons.

The Swim and Hard Court Tennis Memberships are not exclusive to
Bluewater Bay Residents. EVERYONE is welcome to join!

OOFFFF
5500%%  
EENNRROOLLLLMMEENNTT

MARCH MADNESS
MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Recreation Services, Inc. office is located at
1050 Bay Drive (Bay Drive Pool). 

For more information call 897-3664.
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Girl Scouting celebrates
100th birthday
Girl Scouts from Okaloosa
County, including Troop
102, Niceville, and Troop
471, Eglin, celebrated, on
March 10, the 100th year of
Girl Scouting at Uptown
Station. Girl Scouts and
their families, along with
alumnae, gathered for food

and fun. Fort Walton Beach
Mayor Mike Anderson read
a proclamation in honor of
the 100th anniversary, and
declared 2012 as the Year
of the Girl. The official birth-
day of the Girl Scouts was
March 12. 

Courtesy photo

Lee-Shepardson
Cheree Elizabeth Lee and Kenneth

Michael Shepardson were married on
Saturday, December 10, 2011, at the
Rocky Bayou Country Club In
Niceville. Cheree is the daughter of
Robert and Joan Lee of Niceville.
Kenneth is the son of Ken and Mary
Shepardson of Niceville. 

Both Cheree and Kenneth are 2007
graduates of Niceville High School.

Cheree graduated
from Florida State
University in
2011 with a bach-
elor of science
degree in real
estate and risk
managment/insur-
ance. 

Kenneth is
attending the
University of
West Florida, and
will graduate with

a bachelor of science in information
technology. The couple resides in
Niceville.

Weddings

Kenneth Michael
Shepardson and

Cheree
Elizabeth Lee

Newspaper delivery
Earn extra cash of $45 to
$140 or more each week
in your spare time! The
Bay Beacon seeks a reli-
able independent con-
tractor to insert, bag, and
deliver newspapers
Tuesday night.  You must
be over 21 and have a
reliable vehicle, a good
driving record, a Florida
driverʼs license, and
proof of current liability
insurance.  No collecting
duties.  Earnings vary
according to route and
work load.  Stop by the
Bay Beacon for an infor-
mation sheet and to fill
out an application. The
Beacon 1181 E. John
Sims Parkway, Niceville
•  678-1080

Be your own boss!
Attention locals! People
needed to work from
home online. Earn $500-
$4500 PT/FT. Toll free
888-206-2983 leave
message.

Now hiring part-time
waitress and cook, flexi-
ble schedule at Rocky
Bayou Country Club;
apply in person at 600
Golf Course Drive,
Niceville. Ask for Bonney
Adkins.

We pay the most for
gold, diamonds and jew-
elry. 700 Beal Parkway,
Fort Walton Beach, 850-
974-2462, Tom.

March 31, 171-B
Nordberg Ave.,
Valparaiso, 8:00 a.m.
Marked down prices on
formal and casual wear,
household items, pow-
ered chair, powered
scooter for disabled.

Help Wanted

Yard Sales

Jewelry

Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Offices
500SqFt-
1,000SqFt

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

WAREHOUSE
OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call
897-6464

RENTALS AVAILABLE!
Niceville, Crestview, 

Fort Walton and Navarre!
One bedroom to
five bedrooms

from $450-$2500!
Search online at:

OurLocalRental.com

Century 21
Wilson Minger Agency

Niceville’s Top Selling Real Estate Office

729-6504

PROVEN LEADERS

CarriageHills.com
(850) 678-5178
Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.

Text CHRSOLD to 87778 for free app 

NICEVILLE AREA
Exquisite new home in desir-
able Swift Creek Plantation

4/3 - 2,581SF - $429,500 -
Web#189

This beautiful Swift Creek lot
is priced to keep some money

in your pocket!  $117,500 -
Web#207

Boaters take notice!
Elegant waterfront townhome
w/deep water dock  $334,900 -

Web#206

BLUEWATER BAY AREA
Beautiful wooded lot on quiet

cul de sac in great family
neighborhood $89,000 -

Web#188

FREEPORT AREA
Stunning custom bay front

home on park like ¾ acre set-
ting 4/3 - 2,508SF - $487,000 -

Web#200

Every week, a download link to an Adobe Acrobat PDF of
the latest newspaper will be sent  to the e-mail address you
provide.  In just minutes, youʼll receive a crisp, searchable,
printable replica of the paper, with all stories, photos and
ads. Windows & Mac compatible.  A great way to get the

paper if you live or work out of town, or take a vacation! Or
give a gift subscription to a loved one! Recommended for

broadband (not dialup) connections.  

Please send coupon and payment to: The Bay Beacon,
1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578. 

For more information, contact Beacon Newspapers at
(850) 678-1080 or info@baybeacon.com

Price includes any
applicable sales tax.

Name:                                                                                                    

Phone:                                                                                                 

Address:                                                                                                        

E-mail (please print clearly):                                                                                             

Payment per paper
(for 1 year)  $5200

Weʼll deliver the paper to your computer!

Get the Bay Beacon, Eglin Flyer,
Hurlburt Patriot or Green Beret Online!

The Bay Beacon      

The Eglin Flyer

The Hurlburt Patriot

The Green Beret

You saw it
in the Beacon

50% DISCOUNT FOR ADDITIONAL WEEKS OR PAPERS. Check publications to publish ad:
r Bay Beacon  (Number of weeks)            r Eglin Flyer (Number of weeks)            r Hurlburt Patriot (Number of weeks)            

Price of First Run ....................$                   

+ Price of subsequent runs ........$                   

= Total Price................................$                   

Please write ad on form. Minimum charge $11.00* for up to 10 words. Each additional word 20¢.  Attach more paper if needed.

BEACON CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: 2:00 p.m. Fri. for Wed.
DROP IN: The Bay Beacon, 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Parkway East Shopping
Center. Hours: 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. M-F.  After hours, use mail slot in our door.

MAIL: Beacon Newspapers, 1181 E. John Sims Pwky., Niceville, FL 32578.  Please
enclose check.
E-MAIL: Classified@baybeacon.com Type "Classified" in subject field. (Do not include
credit card information.  We will call you for credit card info.  $5 processing fee.)

Name                                                                            Phone                                                                                                                              

Address                                                                                                                                                 

*Base price includes $5 weekly discount for walk-in or mail-in prepaid ads. Please make checks payable to the Beacon Newspapers. Ads are non-refundable. 

CONVENIENT WAYS TO PLACE YOUR BEACON CLASSIFIED AD!
Beacon Newspapers • 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy. • Niceville, FL • (850) 678-1080

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
$11.20

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
$11.40

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
$11.60

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
$11.80

_______________________

_______________________
$11.00

_______________________
$12.00

First Word

Kenny
Wilson
Painting

30 Yrs. Experience
Quality Work &

Clean Up A Standard
Licensed & Insured

368-2710
651-3329

PAINTING

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

MINI STORAGE

(850) 729-1005
204 KELLY RD. 

NICEVILLE, FL 32578

Kelly Rd.
W.R. Harden, Inc. dba

Jan C. Bogan
General Manager

LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn &

Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RJ: (850) 699-1617
Bryan: (850) 259-1981

Licensed & Insured

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$19.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$19.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!

SALON

c Massage
c Facials
c Speciality Nail Arts
c Waxing (Eyebrows, 

Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 13 yrs.
in the Niceville Area

Gift Certificates Available

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Driveways
Fencing

Docks
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

MINI STORAGE

Nice-Villa
Mini Storage

2 miles east of
Bluewater Bay on Hwy. 20

(Drive A Little, Save A Lot)

Block Buildings

897-2280

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

TUTORINGTREE SERVICE

Country Roads
Tree Service

“We cut so you don’t have to”

• Tree removal,
trimming, & thinning

• Storm damage clean up
• 24-Hour

Emergency Service
• Fully Licensed/Insured
• Call today for a

Free Estimate!

Ask for Joe
the Tree Man!
(850) 461-7170

Residential/Commercial

CLEANING

DUGAN’S
FULL SERVICE
CLEANING CO.

(850) 797‐6005
Lic# 3600100747285

• Pressure washing
• Mobile detailing
• Gutter clearing
• RV & Boat Cleaning
• Gravestone cleaning

and
more!

You name it.
We clean it.

IRRIGATION

Sprinkler System
Pump Replacement or Repair
New Installations
Extensions
Landscaping
Design
Free Estimates

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$19.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!BINGO

TUESDAY
OPENING at 5:30 P.M.

Early games &
others at 6:30 p.m.

Refreshments AVAILABLE
920 Hospital Drive, Niceville 

(850) 678-3525
(Next to Palm Plaza)

BINGO

Supporting your
DISABLED
AMERICAN 
VETERANS

HOME REPAIR

•Vinyl Siding, 
Soffit, & Fascia

•Screen Rooms
& Patio Covers

•Replace Rotten 
Wood & Screens

Lic# RX0066839585-9511

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

WELL DRILLING

• 10 Years Experience
• 2” PVC Wells
• Residential/Commercial
• Installation & Service

We repair broken
& frozen pumps
Owner on-site

for all jobs

Insured & Licensed #3186

Well Drilling, LLC.

850-582-2753

DAWKINS

LAWN CARE

$3.50 a Bale
25 Bale Minimum

Free Delivery

Nice Guys
Lawn Care

Full Service
Lawn Care

We Do It All!

Pine Straw
SPECIAL

Call Chris Wilke
850-585-9366

LAWN CARE

• Mowing
• New Sod
• Yard Cleaning
• Gardening
• Trimming

(850)

225-6157
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured

LAWN
Professional

Services

PRESSURE WASHING

25%
OFF

Call for details
•HOUSES
•DRIVEWAYS
•SIDEWALKS
•WINDOWS

REEVES
Pressure Wash
Lic. Ins.

(850) 687-7578

- RENTALS -

850-897-1443

Bluewater Bay Resort Realty

Marquette Street - 2/1
Unfurnished - $700
Quiet neighborhood, across
from park, duplex community
Garden Oaks - 1/1
Unfurnished - $750
Open floor plan, screened
porch, laundry room, on
ground floor
Marina Cove - Studio
Furnished - $750
Water front, includes utilities,
private balcony, includes cable
& internet
West Lake Court - 3/2
Furnished - $1600
Waterfront, townhouse style,
pet friendly, pool privileges,
washer/dryer



Lewis School played host, on
March 10, to the Okaloosa
Middle School Academic
Tournament. 

Ten schools competed, and
Ruckel Middle School took home
first place in the junior varsity
division. 

The junior varsity team is
coached by Vicki Washington,
and is made up of members
Meredith Freeman, Julia
Freeman, Mandy Martin, Jake
Vernon, Chris Halprin and John
Hencinski. 

Okaloosa Middle Schools,
including Liza Jackson and St.
Mary, host five tournaments each
year. Each of the 10 schools alter-
nate hosting every other year. The
schools competed at the Lewis
tournament, and all but one, Liza
Jackson, had both junior varisty
and varsity teams competing. The
junior varsity teams are com-
posed of fifth and sixth graders,
and the varsity teams are com-
posed of seventh and eighth
graders. 

Each team competes in a
"round-robin" manner, whereby
each team plays all of the other
teams in its category. Each match
consists of 20 toss-up bonus
question pairs. Each question is
worth 10 points. 

The types of questions relate
to the students' grade curriculum,
and there are a variety of cate-
gories ranging from math, sci-
ence, civics, social studies, lan-
guage, literature and trivia. 

Questions are read out loud,
with four members of each team
competing at the same time.

Substitutions can be made at half-
time. If a team member buzzes in,
and answers the question correct-
ly, then that team receives a
bonus question which they can
discuss. 

To prepare for the tournament,
Washington said the Ruckel team

practiced once a week, and prac-
ticed match-style answering
questions. To prepare for the tour-
nament, Washington said the
team practiced once a week, and
practiced match-style answering
questions. 

The following are the results:

Varsity:
—First, Pryor (9-0); second,

Destin (7-2); third, Shoal River
(6-3). 

Junior Varsity:
—First, Ruckel (7-1); second,

Pryor (6-2); third, St. Mary (6-2).
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Courtesy photo

Lewis Band earns
Superior ratings 
at assessment
The Lewis Band earned All Superior ratings from the Florida
Band Association judges at the yearly Music Performance
Assessment held on March 9 at Pensacola High School. All
Superior is the highest rating possible, and means the band
was rated at an "A" level from each judge in both stage per-
formance and sight reading. The Lewis Band director is Robert
Colón.

Courtesy photo
Ruckel Middle School's junior varsity academic team took home first place at the Okaloosa Middle
School Academic Tournament. From left: back, Vicki Washington, junior varsity coach, Jack Vernon,
John Hencinski, Chris Halprin. Front: Meredith Freeman, Mandy Martin, Julia Freeman.

 

      

No matter how cautious I am, 
accidents are right around the corner.

       

      

        

         

Trust our experts with your 
orthopedic emergencies.
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Lewis hosts academic tournament,
Ruckel JV takes first place

Courtesy photo

Mid-Bay Rotary Club 
refurbishes playground
Mid-Bay Rotarians and friends gathered at Fred Gannon State Park on Feb. 25, to assist with
a children's playground refurbishment. From left: Dallas Cox, Park Service Specialist; Art
Jean, Frank McCarty (kneeling), Alex Lucido, Tom Ockunzzi, Jim Dixon, Tom Johnson, Dave
Rauch, District Governor Elect; Ashton Normand, Dave Swanick, Club President; Dave
Greenman and Shelley Normand. Not pictured are Ron Moore, Dave Underwood and Jess
Parnell.

...with Siemens Aquaris™— the first 
truly waterproof, dustproof, and shock-
resistant hearing aid*.Swim. Sweat. Splash...   
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Call 850-279-4545 to schedule your complimentary
hearing evaluation and demonstration of Aquaris.

MJ Stiles
HAS, BC-HIS

The Merchants Walk
Bluewater Bay

4400 Hwy. 20 East
Suite 211

Niceville, FL 32578
w w w . b a y a r e a b e t t e r h e a r i n g . c o

HIGH QUALITY • LOW PRICES • EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
(Not affiliated with Niceville Hearing Center)

Retired Military Family

Even taking a dip in the ocean or the pool,
your hearing aids will work perfectly.
Built tough, designed to impress,
waterproof Aquaris is also dustproof,
sweatproof, and shock‐resistant.
Equipped with BestSound™ Technology,
Aquaris hearing aids  can connect
wirelessly with your MP3 player or cell
phone…and with Aquapac, you can even
enjoy your music while you swim!

For Limited Time FREE
Aquaris™ Accessories including

iPod Nano with
pruchase of
your Aquaris™

$900 OFF
LIMITED-TIME

Siemens Aquaris™
System


