
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

The Valparaiso City
Commission Monday received
election results, approved road-
repair work, and appointed a
planning commissioner.

The city clerk read official
Jan. 31 election results. Of

1,051 ballots cast, Kay
Hamilton garnered 546 votes,
and Joe Morgan 553, winning
the two city commission seats,
Mayor Bruce Arnold said. 

Morgan and Hamilton will
be sworn in March 20 at noon,
with an organizational meeting
to follow at 6 p.m. the same

day, Arnold said.
The incumbents they defeat-

ed, Neal Shermer, with 392
votes, and Thomas Miller, with
205 votes, will serve out their
terms with their last meeting as
commissioners currently set for
March 12. Shermer served two
years on the commission after

being appointed to serve out the
term of former commission
Brent Smith, who had resigned
to run for mayor. Miller served
since first being elected in
1996. 

Challenger Keith Roberts
received 149 votes. City Clerk
Tammy Johnson told the com-

mission that depositions were
scheduled later this month in a
lawsuit Roberts filed last year
against the city in a waterfront
land use case.

In other business Monday,
the commission:

Air Force
spending
cuts eyed
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Congress began hearings Tuesday on a pro-
posed Defense Department budget of $613.9 bil-
lion, which includes two construction projects at
local military bases and a slowdown in procure-
ment of the F-35 warplane.

Among the three military departments, the Air
Force took the biggest hit in next year's proposed
budget, a cut of $4.8 billion, or 3.3 percent.
Under the plan proposed by President Barack
Obama, the cuts would be the first of several
years of Pentagon belt-tightening.

The spending plan also would institute new
fees for military retiree participants in Tricare,
the military medical-care program.

Locally, the president's budget includes $16
million for construction of a fuel storage facility 

By Del Lessard
and Mike Griffith
Beacon Staff 

Two years after deciding to
close Valparaiso Elementary
School because of falling

enrollments, the Okaloosa
County School Board voted
Monday to open a science
school in the same building.

In August, as many as 88
academically advanced sixth

grade students could begin
attending classes in a new
Science Technology,
Engineering, Math and Medical
(STEMM) Academy in the for-
mer Valparaiso Elementary
School.

The school board's decision

may derail a proposal by a
company to use the site on
Edge Avenue to house a new
charter elementary school. 

Monday's vote to approve
the STEMM center in
Valparaiso was preceded by
some criticism, and by an

unsuccessful motion by school
board member Melissa Thrush,
who wanted to delay approval
to allow more time to study the
proposal. 

“We need to do something 
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A Niceville firefighter who got covered with fallen insulation while extinguishing an attic fire at 201 Jones
Ave. Monday gets a firehose shower. No one was injured in the blaze, the second house fire in Niceville
in five days. The fire was caused by a nail driven through an electrical wire, according to the fire chief.
Damage was estimated at $5,000.   Separately, a family of four lost their home to fire (Page A-3).

Wednesday, 6 p.m.

The Emerald Coast
Saltwater series will
present a seminar on
sheepshead fish at
Northlight Marina,
Niceville. The seminar is
free to the public, and
includes free food at 5:30
p.m.

Info: 516-0709. 

Friday, 11 a.m.-noon

The Sciences Division
at NWFSC, Niceville, will
present its Science
Friday seminar,
"Reconstructing Climates
of the Geologic Past:
Implications for Future
Climate Change." The
seminar is free and open
to the public.

Info: 729-5376.

Friday, 6 -10 p.m.
Radiant Life Church,

Niceville, will throw a
party for children in the
community. The event is
free for kids ages 5
through fifth grade, and
parents are not required
to stay. Included: enter-
tainment, snacks and
games. Sign-up in the
church’s office.

Info: 729-8600.

Saturday, 9 a.m.-noon

Parkway Veterinary
Hospital, Niceville, will
hold a fundraiser nail
trim clinic for cats and
dogs. Cost is $8 per pet,
$6 each additional pet.
Rabies certificates
required. All proceeds
benefit the American
Cancer Society's Relay
for Life. 

Calendar, B-4.
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Another mobile
drug lab busted

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

'I'm in love
with you'
Lois Blakeslee, left, is serenaded
by a barbershop quartet Monday
at Bayou Book, Niceville, during
her once-a-month book club.
Lois' husband, Jim, hired the
quartet to sing "My Wild Irish
Rose," and "Let Me Call you
Sweetheart" as a valentine.  Lois
and Jim, Niceville, have been mar-
ried for 52 years, and he has hired
the group for the past six years to
sing to Lois for Valentine's Day.
Members of the quartet, part of
the Emerald Coast Chorus, are:
Jack Heflin, Harvey Fleming, Bob
Hixson and Darrell James.   Five
quartets from the chorus deliv-
ered singing valentines Monday
and Tuesday.

Beacon photo

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Police arrested a Niceville
woman after they discovered a
suspected mobile meth lab in the
car she was
driving,
according to
arrest
reports.

The
arrest is the
second in
Niceville in
the past four
months
involving
discovery of a mobile meth lab in
an automobile.  Lawmen say the

moving labs are becoming more
popular as manufacturers try new
ways to avoid detection.

Tara Lee Stokes, 25, with an
at-large address, but who was
booked into the Okaloosa County
Jail with an address of 4600
Range Road, Niceville, was
arrested by Niceville police Feb.
9, on charges of manufacture of
methamphetamine, possession of
a controlled substance without a
prescription (methamphetamine)
and possession of drug parapher-
nalia, according to police reports.
Stokes was also arrested on an
earlier warrant and charged with Tara Lee Stokes

Please see DRUG, page A-3
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Board OKs science school in Valp.
Vote may derail charter school

Commission receives election results



The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

Page A-2                                                                            Wednesday, February 15, 2012

(850) 863-4187
401-B Mary Esther Blvd., Mary Esther

(Located across from Santa Rosa Mall)

WE’VE MOVED!
L’Orange Auto Care & U-Haul

729-3744

E
va

n
s 

S
t. 203

Early St.

Hwy. 20

Moving Supplies • Propane

203 Early St.
Niceville, FL 32578

lorangeautocareuhaul@aol.com
Authorized UHaul Dealer

Oak Creek Shopping Center • Niceville • 678-1593
9-7 Mon.-Sat. • www.bayoubookcompany.com

Since 1986

IN-STORE EXCLUSIVE
February 16 - 20

Sweetheart Shoulder Bag
Only $48 (regularly $68)

Mirror Cosmetic
Only $24 (regularly $34)

While

supplies last!

at Hurlburt Field and $41.7 mil-
lion for an Air Force Special
Operations Command opera-
tions and maintenance facility.

Obama proposed the 2012-
13 spending plan Monday. It
includes $88.5 billion to support
overseas military action, prima-
rily in Afghanistan, a reduction
of $26.6 billion from the current
budget and a reflection of the
pullout of U.S. forces from Iraq
at the end of 2011.

The budget calls for a $6.7
billion reduction in military per-
sonnel spending. The budget
downsizes the military by
102,400 people next year:
72,000 in the Army; 20,000 in
the Marines, 6,200 in the Navy,
and 4,200 in the Air Force.

The spending plan also
would cut $5.7 billion in pro-
curement throughout the
Defense Department, much of it
in the tri-service F-35 program,
the Pentagon's biggest weapons
project. Air Force procurement
would be reduced by $2.6 bil-
lion.  Eglin Air Force Base is
scheduled to receive 59 of the
stealthy fighter planes for a
training wing.

The budget calls for a
restructuring of the F-35 strike
fighter program to allow more
time for development and test-
ing, a reduction of $15.1 billion
over five years. That equates to
179 fewer F-35s over the next
five years.

Joe Dellavedova, spokesman
for the F-35 Program Office,

said the Defense Department
remains fully committed to the
F-35, but recognizes that there
has been too much "concurren-
cy" risk, that is, buying produc-
tion aircraft even as testing and
development continue to find
and correct problems with the
new aircraft. 

The program will buy 13
fewer F-35s in fiscal 2013 than
projected, or 29 instead of 42, a
$1.6 billion reduction,
Dellavedova said.  He said the
U.S. remains committed to buy-
ing the previously planned total
of 2,443 F-35s in coming years.

The proposed budget also:
—Calls for two new rounds

of base closure, one in 2013 and
another in 2015.

—Cuts seven Air Force tacti-
cal air squadrons.

—Gives military members a
1.7 percent pay hike starting in
January 2013, and an average
4.2 percent increase in the basic
allowance for housing.

—Increases the cost of the
military health care system for
retirees.  It proposes annual
enrollment fees for retirees
under age 65, starting in FY
2013 for Tricare Standard, and
larger annual deductibles. 

Annual enrollment fees for
retirees in Tricare Standard
would increase from the current
zero to $70 per individual next
year, boosting that fee to $130
per year in 2017. Family enroll-
ment fees would also apply,
going from $140 in FY 2013 to
$250 in 2017. 

Deductibles would also
nearly double over the next five
years. Tricare-for Life benefits
for military retirees age 65 and
older would also see first ever
enrollment fees based on a slid-
ing income scale of retirement
income. Increases in co-pays
for pharmacy benefits are also
included in the president's pro-
posed budget.

—The Defense Department
civilian pay raise for FY 2013 is
limited to a half of one percent.

No changes in the military
retirement system are included
in the budget but the Defense
Department has asked Congress
to create a BRAC-like commis-
sion to review military retire-
ment and pay.

District 1 Congressman Jeff
Miller, R., Chumuckla, a mem-
ber of the House Armed
Services Committee, said
Northwest Florida military

bases escaped any dispropor-
tionate cuts in the proposed
budget.

"I am disappointed that the
only cuts this administration are
willing to put on the table are to
the Department of Defense,"
Miller said.  "However, given
the proposed cuts, Northwest
Florida is well positioned to
continue as a leader.

"The president’s budget pro-
posal cuts heavily from the
Marine Corps and the Army.  It
focuses on a lighter, faster force
with an emphasis on Special
Operations, unmanned aerial
vehicles, and naval aviation,"
Miller stated.

"AFSOC (Air Force Special
Operations Command) at
Hurlburt Field and the 7th
(Special Forces) Group could
both see growth in Northwest
Florida.  Unmanned drones
have increasingly played a cru-
cial role in U.S. military strate-
gy. Some drone training cur-
rently takes place at Eglin Air
Force Base and I think we are
likely to see an increase in this
area," the congressman said.

"Carrier-based aviation
appears to be an area of signifi-
cant focus.  And I would say
that this suggests the training
missions in and around
Northwest Florida will remain
healthy as the demand for naval
aviators remains robust," Miller
said.

"Further, all of the services
are heavily invested in the F-35.
I expect the F-35 mission to
remain strong in the future," the
lawmaker said.

CUTS
From page A-1

about STEMM,” Thrush told her
fellow board members, “but I’m
concerned about spending so
much money on only four per-
cent of our students.” Thrush
said it might be better to have a
broader approach to STEMM
education, to awaken interest in
science among rank and file stu-
dents throughout the district
rather than focusing on only the
relative few who can qualify for
the advanced STEMM program
planned for Valparaiso’s former
elementary school.

“Thirty percent of our eighth
graders currently are rated as
not proficient in STEMM sub-
jects,” Thrush said. “We need to
enrich our existing programs.”

Some citizens also objected
to the STEMM plan during
Monday’s meeting.

Dr. Lynn Keefe, a local
physician, objected to the
STEMM plan. Keefe said,
“There’s something fishy” about
the STEMM plan, which
appeared only after Valparaiso
put forward its plan for a charter
school at the former elementary
school. “It looks like a political
move to save your real estate in
Valparaiso.”

Keefe questioned whether a
plan that will only benefit 88
students is best for the school
district as a whole. “It will take
resources from other schools,”
she said, some of which do not
even have any science text
books at present. She also ques-
tioned the financial viability of
the STEMM plan, saying that
“grants expire.” Keefe said the
district should promote science
education for all students, not
“spend money on only the
smart, advantaged few.”

Rob English, who lives near
Laurel Hill and recently began a
campaign to run against Cathy
Thigpen for her seat on the
school board, also objected to
the STEMM plan Monday
evening, saying more research is
needed before a final decision is
made. 

“The STEMM program is not
ready for a vote,” English said.
“Its financial support is not cer-
tain. Only four percent of stu-
dents have expressed interest.”

English now teaches in
Embry Riddle University’s aero-
space science program at
Crestview High School.

“As a leader,” English said, “I
would never recommend
approval of a single solution to a
problem without exploring all
the available options.” He said
there may be “more than one
solution” to improving science
education in the Okaloosa
school district, but that such
other options have not been
explored or considered.

English, like Thrush and
Keefe, also objected to the nar-
row focus of the STEMM plan.
“We need to implement
STEMM across all our schools,
not just for four percent of our
students.” English also ques-
tioned the sense of closing
Valparaiso Elementary School,
then reopening it just for the
STEMM program. “Why close,
then reopen a school, at the
same time you’re claiming a
financial impasse over teacher
pay?”

Thrush’s motion to delay a
decision on the STEMM plan,
however, failed for lack of a sec-
ond from any other board mem-
ber, and the board proceeded to
approve the STEMM plan.

Response from fifth grade
students interested in taking
advanced STEMM classes next
year exceeded expectations,
Rodney Nobles, assistant super-
intendent of schools told the
Beacon Monday, causing the
district to reserve the entire ele-
mentary school property for
future expansion of the STEMM
Center. The center at Valparaiso
would include a teacher's train-
ing center, an existing elemen-
tary engineering program and
the STEMM Academy.

Okaloosa County Schools
Superintendent Alexis Tibbetts
first broached the idea of a
STEMM center in October, after
a Miami-based operator of char-
ter schools, Academica, pro-
posed a city-backed charter
school for the site.

School board members tenta-
tively approved the concept
Nov. 14 but asked for more
details on cost, number of stu-
dents and other details before
granting full approval to open
the center next school year. 

Eighty-seven fifth grade stu-
dents and their families have
expressed interest in the pro-
gram, according to district offi-
cials. So the school district is
planning on an initial class of 88

sixth graders. A second meeting
of interested students and fami-
lies is planned for March, she
said.

Thirty of the 87 expressing
interest come from schools in
the Twin Cities area, including
15 from Bluewater Elementary,
eight from Plew Elementary,
three from Edge Elementary,
two from Lewis School and two
from Destin Middle School.
The school district plans to pro-
vide bus service to STEMM
Academy from at least two hub
sites, yet to be determined.

District science administra-
tor Shawnea Tallman said the
STEMM Academy's initial
budget would need an addition-
al $165,000 from the school
district. 

Separately, the STEMM
Center at Valparaiso includes
expansion of two existing pro-
grams:

—A center to train teachers
how to bring STEMM subjects
into classrooms in other county
schools.

—Engineers for America
(EFA), a part-time elementary
school program now housed at
the Air Force Armament
Museum. 

Tallman said there are
already $134,000 in grants for
the two existing projects, with
another $71,000 of grants in
progress. Both the teachers cen-
ter and EFA are expected to
open inside Valparaiso
Elementary next school year. 

At a school board meeting
Thursday, Valparaiso City
Commissioner Neal Shermer, a
backer of the proposal to open a
charter school at the vacant
school site, asked the school
board to leave enough room in
the building for a charter ele-
mentary school, too.  

Since January 2011 Shermer
has worked to bring a charter
school to fill the void left by the
closing of Valparaiso
Elementary. He said the school

district had opposed the charter
school from the start, first say-
ing there weren't enough stu-
dents living in Valparaiso, or
that it would cause a decline in
enrollment at existing district
schools. The district then pro-
posed STEMM Center that
could only be located at
Valparaiso Elementary, he said,
and now says it needs to reserve
all the classroom space for
future expansion.

School Board Member
Chuck Kelley responded that
the citizens of Valparaiso had
sent a mixed message to the
school board by voting to
change the leadership of the
city during municipal elections
Jan. 31.  Shermer and fellow
incumbent Tom Miller, two of
the three commissioners who
had supported the charter
school plan, lost their bids for
election.

Officials of the charter
school company, Academica,
did not answer requests from
the Beacon last week seeking
comment on whether they still
plan to open a charter school in
Okaloosa County next year.
Shermer told the Beacon Friday
that Valparaiso Elementary was
the only facility Academica had
studied for its proposed
Valparaiso charter school.

Separately, the school board
Monday approved forwarding
two grant requests from
Academica, one for an elemen-
tary charter school in
Valparaiso, the other for a mid-
dle school component. Both
requests said the charter school
projected an enrollment of 550
students in the upcoming school
year.

The approval given by the
school board on Monday, how-
ever, does not mean a charter
school will ever actually open.
That decision is in the hands of
Academica and depends on the
market and the company's suc-
cess in finding quarters.

BOARD
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The closed
V a l p a r a i s o
E l e m e n t a r y
School may get
new life this fall if a
science school
opens there as
planned.

Beacon photo 
by Del Lessard

Mid-Bay Plaza, Bluewater Bay 897-4466

Ritz Salon
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By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

A Niceville family of four
escaped harm, but lost their
home to fire Thursday.

Firefighters received the
alarm at 12:37 p.m., Feb. 9, and
were on the scene two minutes
later at 307 Niceville Ave.
where they found the single-

family home engulfed in flames,
said Niceville Fire Chief
Tommy Mayville. 

It took firefighters nine min-
utes to "knock down" the
flames,  he said. The fire was
declared extguished at 1:22 p.m. 

Dennis and Sandra Monogan
and their two children, ages 5
and 7, fled the flames, Mayville
said.  

The home is owned by Flora
Saxon, Mayville said.  He esti-
mated $95,000 in damages.

Sandra Monogan said her
daughter alerted the family to
the fire. The house was also
equipped with functioning
smoke detectors, according to
the fire chief.

Firefighters from Niceville,
East Niceville, North Bay,
Valparaiso and Eglin fire depart-
ments responded to the fire.

Family of four loses their home to fire

678-1789
M-F 8:00-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8:00-12:30 p.m.

410 John Sims Parkway
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felony larceny and fraud, accord-
ing to the reports.

Niceville police arrest reports
gave the following account:

While on patrol Feb. 9, a
Niceville police officer saw a car
driven by a person he recognized
as Stokes. The officer knew that
there was an active Okaloosa
County felony warrant on Stokes
and subsequently performed a
traffic stop on the car. After asking
Stokes to exit the car, police
arrested her on the active warrant.

During the search of the vehi-
cle, police found a black cloth bag
in the passenger-side rear floor-
board area.

Inside the cloth bag police
found a small zip-up bag with a
hypodermic needle inside that
contained a clear liquid, and
another plastic bag containing a
tablespoon and a small white cot-
ton-like substance that appeared
to be wet. The wet cotton-like
substance tested positive for
methamphetamine.

Another small zip-up bag was
found that contained a piece of
drinking straw cut into a 2-inch
length, something that police
described as commonly used for
"snorting" illegal narcotics. There
were also numerous small jewel-
er's bags, commonly used for
packaging narcotics for sale, and
a small digital scale. Another plas-
tic bag contained multiple round
paper filters with a white powder
residue and two small vials con-
taining a white powder residue
believed to be methamphetamine.

Also inside the black cloth
bag, police found a plastic bottle
in a neoprene insulator, which
police suspected was a "one-pot"
methamphetamine lab.

An Okaloosa County sheriff's
report gave the following addi-
tional information:

Agents from the Okaloosa
County Multi-Agency Drug Task
Force searched Stokes' vehicle
and found precursor chemicals
used in the production of
methamphetamine in the trunk of
the car, including: sulfuric acid,
sodium hydroxide, Coleman fuel,
lithium metal, ammonium
nitrate/sulfate and
ephedrine/pseudoephedrine. They
also found plastic soda bottles that
had previously been used as cook-
ing vessels, which contained
waste from "one-pot cooks" and a
coffee grinder with suspected
ephedrine/pseudoephedrine pow-
der. 

Sheriff's Lt. Mike Card, a
member of the Okaloosa Drug
Task Force, said "one-pot" meth
labs—also known as "shake and
bake" meth labs—typically use

plastic drink bottles, such as 2-
liter soda bottles, or smaller, but
sturdier plastic bottles, such as
Gatorade bottles, to make the
highly addictive drug. One-pot
labs have become increasingly
common in the local area even
though the method puts the drug
maker, or cook, law enforcement
officers and the general public at
risk from burns and toxic chemi-
cals. 

The one-pot, or "shake and
bake," method of making the
highly addictive drug requires
fewer pills of pseudoephedrine or
ephedrine—both non-prescription
allergy or cold pills that many
states, including Florida, control
said Card. All the pills and chem-
ical ingredients for making meth
in the one-pot labs can be pur-
chased in a single trip to a drug
store. One-pot meth labs result in
smaller amounts of crystal
methamphetamine, Card said,
typically only enough for just the
"cook" and one other person,
depending on the number of pills
in the recipe. Nonetheless, the

method creates a number of high-
ly toxic byproducts.

Chemical reactions inside the
plastic bottle cause toxic gases to
build up inside the bottle, causing
some bottles to explode.

While "cooking" the toxic
stew, a two-layer liquid is created
inside the bottle, Card said. The
"cook" then siphons off the meth
oil layer and has one more step
outside the bottle in order to cre-
ate crystal meth.

According to a number of
websites concerning the dangers
of meth, most people using this
method do so in their car, driving
around while the drug is being
made to release the fumes. When
the process is over, 40 minutes
later, they toss the used container
filled with toxic chemical residue
out the window. 

Authorities in Okaloosa
County have begun teaching first
responders, such as firefighters,
how to recognize one-pot or
"shake and bake" meth labs and
the procedures to make them
safe, Card said.

DRUG
From page A-1

The 307 Niceville Ave., Niceville,
home engulfed in flames when
firefighters arrived. A family of
four escaped injury Thursday
when their home was
destroyed.  Cause of the fire,
which started in a front bed-
room, is still under investiga-
tion, officials said.

Photo by Josh Mayville

Niceville police say this is
a mobile methampheta-
mine lab discovered in a
car.

Okaloosa 
County Sheriff's Office
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Drug arrest in Valp.
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Valparaiso police said they
arrested a Fort Walton Beach
man after they found half a
pound of marijuana in a vehicle
he was riding in.

Ryan Matthew Hester,
unemployed, 18, of 520 Santa
Rosa Blvd., Apt. 705, Fort
Walton Beach, was arrested by
Valparaiso police Feb. 10 on
charges of possession of mari-
juana with intent to distribute,
one count, and possession of
drug paraphernalia, two counts,
according to police reports.

Valparaiso arrest reports
gave the following account:

On Friday at 5:22 p.m.,
police stopped a Toyota Celica
for speeding and other traffic
infractions. Questioning the
driver, the officer smelled a
strong odor of burnt marijuana
coming from inside the car and
detained the four occupants. 

Police found a black satchel
on the rear floorboard, directly
in front of where Hester was

sitting.  Inside the satchel offi-
cers found a digital scale and
three plastic bags of marijuana,
as well as empty bags com-
monly used for packaging and
distributing marijuana. 

The seized drugs weighed
a b o u t
half a
p o u n d
and had a
s t r e e t
value of
a b o u t
$3,600.

When
the four
o c c u -
p a n t s
declined to speak without an
attorney, the officer warned that
all four would be arrested for
constructive possession of mar-
ijuana. At that point Hester
allegedly admitted,  "It's mine."

On Tuesday morning Hester
was being held at the Okaloosa
County Jail under a $10,500
bond. A March 20 court date
has been scheduled.

Ryan M. Hester
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7:00 p.m. - ‘till

Tournament $250 in prizes!

TEXAS
HOLD ‘EM

Call  (850) 897-2583 to reserve your place!
2000 Bluewater Blvd., Niceville

N Good Food L Full Service Bar M Good Prizes K Drink Specials

Every
Tuesday!

 

THE INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER

Iris Hague, 44,
Niceville, 
housewife

Stephanie King, 28,
Niceville, 

server 

Rebecca Paige, 22,
Bluewater Bay, 

child care provider

"I disagree with it.
Itʼs like forcing
someone to
believe in a

particular religion." 

"It interferes with the
Constitution, and the

First Amendment
separation of state

and church."

"I think birth control
should be up to the
individual. If insurers

are required to
provide it, more

people will use it."

"I think contraception
is a vital health care
tool. People donʼt

have to take it if they
donʼt want to. Itʼs a
choice between you
and your doctor, not

you and your
employer." 

"I think itʼs just
another bad

surprise that will
come out of the

Obamacare
package as it sees

the light of day."

—Mike Griffith

What do you think about the Obama administrationʼs new requirement that
medical insurers for faith-based organizations and other employers offer

insured workers free birth-control and “morning after” pills?

Damon Hudson, 39, 
Mossy Head, 

restaurant employee 

Location: 
Wal-Mart

Janice Heyen, 65,
Bluewater Bay, 

retired 

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.

CALENDAR
2012

Donations for troops
Bluewater Elementary and

VMFAT-501, F-35B training
squadron, Eglin Air Force Base, are
accepting donations for the Marines
and sailors of 1st Battalion, 8th
Marine Regiment, out
of Camp Lejeune,
N.C., while they are
deployed to Helmand
Province, Afghanistan
in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Donations will be accepted
at Bluewater Elementary until Feb.
29, and at the VMFAT-501 Squadron,
1005 Nomad Way, Building 1312,
Eglin. 

Items needed include: toiletries,
snacks, baby wipes, powder, reading
materials, coffee, white crew socks
and playing cards.

Info: Kelly Liberman, 389-4045,
Petty Officer 3rd Class Michael
Watson, 885-5133. 

Prismacolor workshops
Art Orr, MFA, will offer two

classes using Prismacolor (colored
pencil) media at the Arts and Design

Society’s (ADSO) Art
Center Studio, Fort
Walton Beach, Feb. 23
and March 1, 9:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Students may sign up for one or both
classes. The course covers many dif-
ferent techniques of color pencil
drawing. Cost of each class is
$30/ADSO members, $35/non-mem-
bers. Info: artsdesignsociety.org or
244-1271 during office hours,
Tuesday-Friday, noon-4 p.m.

Looking Back @ Niceville’s History
with guest speaker, Elisa Mitchiner

NICEVILLE
COMMUNITY CENTER

Tuesday,
February 21, 2012

6:30 pm
FREE PROGRAM

Questions?
Call the library at

279-4863 ext. 1504.

Early Settlers

Okaloosa News Journal
April 8, 1921

Niceville Forest Service Officec 1923

Elisa Mitchiner has researched and
compiled information for the Niceville,
Florida Online History Center.
http://boggyflorida.com/Niceville/

We invite you to come spend an
evening with Elisa Mitchiner as she
“Looks Back” on the rich heritage
of historic Niceville, Florida
originally known as Boggy, Florida.
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Criminal Law, DUI, Family Law, Divorce

(850) 729-7770 • www.michaelweinstock.com
795 East John Sims Parkway, Suite 1, Niceville

Felonies, Misdemeanors, DUI, Drug
Offenses, VOP, Domestic Violence

Sex Offenses, Bond Issues

Divorce (Contested & Uncontested),
Custody, Child Support

Department of Revenue actions,
Guardianship, Visitation

Contempt Actions, Alimony Issues

February 28th.

Choose Baywalk, you deserve the best!
4566 Hwy 20E, Ste. 104 • Niceville • www.baywalk2.com

A MUST SEE: NICEVILLE, Cedar
Ridge Home on Peachtree. 2
Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Family
Room, Dining, Kitchen and Beautifully
Decorated. A Must See! $158,000

76 FOX LAKE DR. Stunning 3/2
Home in Prestigious Santa Rosa
Beach Fox Lake Subdivision. South
CR393. 1/2 Acre on Lake. 2,050
Sq.Ft. $425,000.

GARDEN OAKS CONDO is
ABSOLUTELY DYNAMITE!!! 2nd
Floor Unit. Screen Patio Area, Another
open Balcony Area. Large Kitchen,
Master Bedroom & 2nd Bedroom.
Very Spacious Family Room. Open,
Light & Bright. $129,000

SHORT SALE: Bartonwood Ct. This
2 Bedrooms 1 bath home with
Covered Carport would make a great

first time buyer or Investment
Property. Laminate floors, Carpet in
Master, Ceramic Tile in wet areas.
951 Sq.Ft. $85,000.

SEMINOLE - CEDAR STREET:
.41 acre lot – Fenced – Mobile Home
heated and cooled Single Wide
Expando. 3 Bedrooms 1.5 Baths AS
IS. Call for Showing $59,000.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE:
Courtyard Plaza BWB, 1500 Sq.Ft.
Units.

RENTAL DEPARTMENT
CALL

James V. Rainwater 897-1101

NEED SOMEONE TO WORK
THROUGH YOUR SHORT SALES

WITH YOU?
CALL JANE

CALL 
Jane Rainwater:
(850) 897-1101
1-888-390-4450

Call or visit us today!

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive • Niceville • 678-2514

Arrests
Michael Austin Milum, a

stock clerk, 21, of 15 Riverview
Road, Panacea, was arrested by
Niceville police Jan. 31 on a
charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance without a pre-
scription, 39 Xanax bars.

* * *
Kenneth Brian Cain, 43, of

2416 Parker Drive, Niceville,
was arrested by Valparaiso
police Feb. 3 on a charge of driv-
ing on a suspended or revoked
driver’s license.

* * *
Joshua Craig Looney, 26, of

94 7th St., Shalimar, was arrest-
ed by
N i c e v i l l e
police, sub-
sequent to a
traffic stop
for a sus-
p e n d e d
license, Feb.
3, on
charges of
possession
of cocaine
with intent
to distribute, possession of mari-
juana with intent to distribute
and possession of a controlled
substance without a prescrip-
tion. 

After receiving information
that Looney was driving on a
suspended license, police made
a traffic stop and arrested
Looney on that charge. During a
search, a bag was found inside
of the back area of his pants. The
bag contained marijuana,
cocaine and prescription pills.
The items in the bag were indi-
vidually packaged for sale,
including four bags of marijuana
and one bag containing four
large rocks of crack cocaine.
Looney’s bail was set at
$60,000.

* * *
Christopher Bryan Hinojosa,

29, of 500 Kelly Mill Road,
Valparaiso, was arrested by sher-
iff’s deputies Feb. 2 on charges
of worthless check, 16 counts,
and failure to appear on the orig-
inal charge of worthless checks,
seven counts.

* * *
Robert George Harris III, 47,

of 2709 Edgewater Drive,
Niceville, was arrested by sher-
iff’s deputies Feb. 2 on charges
of theft of utility services and
grand theft, more than $300, but
less than $10,000. 

On Jan. 3 Harris was arrested
at 2709 Edgewater Drive for
illegally taking possession of the
home without the owner’s per-
mission. The victim, who lives
out of state, contacted the city of
Niceville and said Harris had
used her water and power for
two months. City employees
later discovered the water meter
lock at the residence had been
broken and the water turned on.
Between Nov. 28 and Jan. 3,
33,420 gallons of water, worth
$152, were consumed at the res-
idence.

Harris was also charged with
taking a large oriental hutch val-
ued at $10,000, that the victim
had left in the house. Harris is

alleged to have shown neighbors
the hutch, while it was in the
dining room, Nov. 29, and told
them he was planning to sell it.
The hutch was later seen in the
garage Dec. 20, but was not
inside the garage Dec. 30. Harris
allegedly denied the hutch was
ever in the residence.

* * *
James Ryan Rimkus, 36, of

432 Barbados Way, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff’s
deputies Feb. 5 on a violation of
probation charge on the original
charge of felony battery on a law
enforcement officer.

* * *
Amanda Michelle Hagan,

unemployed, 24, of 707 32nd
St., Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff’s deputies Feb. 3 on a
charge of failure to appear on the
original charge of passing a
forged or altered bill or promis-
sory note.

* * *
Andre Philmon Tucker Jr.,

26, of 1470 30th St., Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff’s
deputies Feb. 1 on a misde-
meanor violation of probation
charge.

* * *
Tucker Raymond Robinson,

21, of 1115 Rita Lane, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff’s
deputies Feb. 5 on charges of
battery on a law enforcement
officer and resisting an officer
without violence.

DUI arrests
Jeremy Andrew Ramirez, 23,

of 318 Biscayne Lane, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff’s
deputies for DUI on State Road
293 northbound on the Mid-Bay
Bridge, Jan. 30 at 12:41 a.m.

Thefts
A Niceville resident from the

400 block of Paradise Road
reported that someone stole sev-
eral pieces of jewelry from a
jewelry box between May 2011
and Jan. 23. Stolen items includ-
ed: four rings and three neck-
laces valued at $3,800.

* * *
A man reported Feb. 3 that

someone stole his $1,500 Tag
Heuer watch from a residence in
the 500 block of 22nd Street,
Niceville.

* * *
A Niceville man reported a

case of identity theft Feb. 2 after
a tax return service notified him
that someone had already filed a
federal income tax return using
his Social Security number. The
victim called the IRS and they
confirmed that a tax return had
been filed using his Social
Security number, but could not
release details, saying only that
they would investigate the mat-
ter.  The victim said he filed a
similar complaint with deputies
last year when he reported being
charged for a telephone account
he had never signed for.

* * *
Unknown person(s) stole

nine spare air conditioner units
that were used for parts at an
assisted living center, 1551
Merchants Way, Niceville some-
time Feb. 1-2. Also reported

stolen were seven bi-fold metal
louvered closet doors and a 12-
foot steel railing. All the stolen
items, valued at $1,200, were
stored outside in a fenced area.

* * *
Unknown person(s) entered

an unlocked vehicle parked in
the 4200 block of Calinda Lane
sometime Feb. 6-7 and stole a
black bag containing several
items of military clothing and
uniforms, combat boots, two
Gerber knives, a multi-tool and a
wallet containing a military ID,
a Social Security card, a driver’s
license and five personal and
government credit cards. The
victim said he returned home
from work and intended to
retrieve the bag from his car, but
forgot.

* * *
Another Niceville resident

from the 4200 block of Calinda
Lane also reported his unlocked
vehicle was burglarized some-
time overnight Feb. 6-7.  The
victim was alerted to the burgla-
ry at 8:20 a.m., Feb. 7, when his
credit card company’s fraud
department advised him of

recent charges on his account. 
The victim went to the park-

ing lot where his vehicle was
parked and discovered missing
were an iPod, an electric razor,
two .45 caliber magazines with
26 rounds of ammunition, a
backpack, a Camelback pack, a
PT uniform, $300 running
shoes, a military ID, a driver’s
license, a concealed carry
license and three credit cards,
including one government
issued card. 

Criminal Mischief
A Niceville resident from the

1400 block of Scott Street
reported Feb. 2 that the front left
side of his truck was damaged
and the headlights busted out.
The victim stated he believed the
damage was done when some-
one hit the truck with a baseball
bat.

* * *
On Feb. 3 a Niceville resident

from the 1000 block of Julia
Avenue reported unknown per-
son(s) spray painted and under-
lined some initials on the exteri-
or of the house.

Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 
to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments,

the Okaloosa County and Walton County sheriffʼs offices,
other law-enforcement agencies, and the Okaloosa County

and Walton County jails.

Joshua C.
Looney

Fire Department Reports
Niceville

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls from February 6, 2012
through February 12, 2012.

1 Structure Fire 19 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 0 Vehicle Crash
1 Other Fire0 Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 5 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 0 Hazardous Conditions

Street Situation Date Time
Dolphin Point Road.......................Medical ..................................02/06/12.................09:29
N. Partin Drive...............................Medical ..................................02/06/12.................11:51
E. John Sims Pkwy.......................Cooking Fire..........................02/07/12.................10:08
E. John Sims Pkwy.......................Medical ..................................02/07/12.................14:29
Spence Circle................................Medical ..................................02/07/12.................16:50
SR123............................................Canceled ...............................02/08/12.................08:37
Ellis Avenue...................................Medical ..................................02/08/12.................10:36
Twin Cities Blvd.............................Medical ..................................02/08/12.................12:51
Hudson Circle................................Service Call ...........................02/08/12.................14:02
E. John Sims Pkwy.......................Alarm Activation ....................02/08/12.................17:28
45th St./Fir Avenue .......................Service Call ...........................02/09/12.................04:05
N. Partin Drive...............................Medical ..................................02/09/12.................10:10
Park Avenue..................................Medical ..................................02/09/12.................11:59
Niceville Avenue............................Structure Fire ........................02/09/12.................12:33
Friar Tuck Drive.............................Medical ..................................02/09/12.................19:32
E. John Sims Pkwy.......................Medical ..................................02/10/12.................09:18
N. Partin Drive...............................Medical ..................................02/10/12.................09:38
E. John sims Pkwy........................Alarm Activation ....................02/10/12.................17:52
Coral Drive ....................................Medical ..................................02/11/12 .................13:01
Coral Drive ....................................Medical ..................................02/11/12 .................15:26
Finck Road....................................Medical ..................................02/11/12 .................15:54
Bayshore Drive .............................Medical ..................................02/11/12 .................18:38
Government Avenue.....................Medical ..................................02/11/12 .................18:50
Linden Avenue ..............................Medical ..................................02/11/12 .................23:44
Woodlow Road .............................Medical ..................................02/12/12.................13:28
Als Drive ........................................Medical ..................................02/12/12.................18:45

Weekly Safety Tip: Watch what you heat. Stay with the stove when you are cooking.
The reason most cooking fires happen is that someone leaves the kitchen when there
is something cooking on the stove. Watch the stove, so youʼll be able to respond
quickly if food bubbles up or if something goes wrong.
Please look at the Niceville Fire Department web page on Facebook.

North Bay
The North Bay Fire Department responded to the following calls from February 5, 2012
through February 13, 2012.

Street Situation Date Time
Olde Post Road...........................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/05/12..................08:41
N. White Point Road....................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/05/12..................10:55
Pine Street ...................................Dispatched canceled.............02/05/12..................11:12
Sandalwood Circle ......................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/05/12..................14:22
East Dominica Circle...................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/05/12..................23:26
East Highway 20 .........................Dispatched canceled.............02/06/12..................05:17
Ida Coon Circle............................Medical assist EMS...............02/06/12..................08:14
N. White Point Road....................Medical assist EMS...............02/06/12..................23:59
Highway 20..................................Dispatched canceled.............02/07/12..................10:09
Highway 20..................................Motor vehicle accident ..........02/07/12..................14:48
Ridgewood Way ..........................Unauthorized burning............02/07/12..................16:06
Highway 20..................................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/07/12..................16:44
White Point Road ........................Dispatched canceled.............02/07/12..................22:11
Range Road.................................Explosive, bomb removal .....02/08/12..................17:44
The Crossings..............................Service call ............................02/09/12..................06:39
Merchants Way............................Dispatched canceled.............02/09/12..................07:08
Troon Drive West.........................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/09/12..................10:01
N. White Point Road....................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/09/12..................12:23
Niceville Avenue ..........................Building fire ............................02/09/12..................12:35
Marina Cove Drive.......................Alarm system activation........02/09/12..................13:01
Olde Post Road...........................Good intent call .....................02/09/12..................13:37
N. White Point Road....................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/09/12..................19:13
Birkdale Circle..............................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/10/12..................07:01
E. Highway 20 .............................Motor vehicle accident ..........02/10/12..................13:24
Springacres Cove........................EMS excluding vehicle..........02/11/12 ..................00:10
Prestwick Drive............................Medical assist EMS...............02/12/12..................17:54
Parkwood Court...........................Dispatched canceled.............02/12/12..................18:27
Merchants Way............................Medical assist EMS...............02/12/12..................21:10

Visit northbayfd.org for more information.
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North Bay Fire Control District
Okaloosa County
Niceville, Florida

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

The North Bay Fire Control District is currently accepting
Letters of Intent for the position of Fire Commissioner. The
requirements are: (1) be a Florida registered voter and (2)
live within the jurisdiction of the North Bay Fire Control
District. The North Bay Fire Control District is a Drug Free
Workplace and an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
For more information, contact the Administration Office at
(850) 897-3689. Please submit your Letter of Intent to the
North Bay Fire Control District, 1024 White Point Road,
Niceville, Florida 32578 by Monday, March 5, 2012. All
applicants must be present for consideration at the next
Board of Fire Commissionersʼ meeting to be held on
Tuesday, March 13, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., at the North Bay
Fire Control District.

FIRE COMMISSIONER
VACANCY

1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, Florida 32578
(850) 678-1080  •  Fax: 729-3225

info@baybeacon.com

The Bay Beacon
& Beacon Express

Stephen W. Kent
Editor and Publisher

Bunni Farnham
Advertising Representative

Candice Legge
Graphic Artist

Mike Lewis
Graphic Artist

Ignacio Macasaet
Graphic Artist

Tess Oravsky
Editorial Assistant

Deborah Tipton
Receptionist

Karon Dey
Bookkeeper 

The Bay Beacon and Beacon Express, incorporating the Bluewater Breeze, is
published every Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises Inc. Free total-market home
delivery to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-

Walton County from Villa Tasso to Basin Bayou, including Choctaw Beach.
Subscriptions:  One year, mail, $104.  

One year, electronic subscription, $52.

Nicevilleʼs Newspaper

Sara Kent
Advertising Director

Newspaper Delivery Driver Needed
Earn extra cash of $45 to $140 or more each week in your spare time!
The Bay Beacon seeks a reliable independent contractor to insert,
bag, and deliver newspapers Tuesday night.  You must be over 21 and
have a reliable vehicle, a good driving record, a Florida driverʼs
license, and proof of current liability insurance.  No collecting duties.
Earnings vary according to route and work load.  Stop by the Bay
Beacon for an information sheet and to fill out an application. The
Beacon 1181 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville  •  678-1080 (Parkway
East Shopping Center across from PoFolks)
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN ALL AROUND THE TOWN 

—Appointed Jack Carson to
the city's planning commission
through Sept. 30, 2014. In his
volunteer application Carson
said he had more than 40 years
experience in the construction
industry. He is currently

employed by the city in the sani-
tation department.

Commissioners last month
appointed two other city resi-
dents to the city's Planning
Commission, Clark "Tom"
Browning and John Miller. Their
terms also expire Sept. 30, 2014.

—Approved an estimated
$21,485 street repair contract

with Construction
Services Company of
Florida to remedy sub-
sidence in the vicinity
of Arrowpoint Cove in
the Indian Shores sub-
division. 

The city's engineer
said the subsidence
was likely caused by

paving over burn pit
areas when the subdivi-
sion was built 20 years
ago. Construction
Services was the origi-
nal contractor and
offered to provide
much of the materials
to correct the problems
at cost. Because the

proposed cost is less than
$25,000, Miller, the roads com-
missioner, can approve the work
on his own authority.

Miller said the city is looking
for two volunteers to represent
the city on the Okaloosa-Walton
Transportation Planning
Organization, one to serve on the
Technical Coordinating

Committee, the other on the
Citizen's Advisory Committee.
The TPO board is comprised of
elected officials from Okaloosa
and Walton counties to identify
improvements on state and fed-
eral roads within the two coun-
ties. Interested individuals
should contact the Valparaiso
city clerk.

ELECTION
From page A-1

Jack Carson

Seven Factors Affecting Your
Auto Insurance Premiums

There are a number of key fac-
tors most insurance companies
use to calculate how much youʼll
end up paying for your auto insur-
ance. Whatʼs important to remem-
ber is that you can control many of
these factors.

Your location, age, driving
habits, and credit history all play a
major role, as do the types of vehi-
cles you drive and your record of
accidents. In many cases, the
choices you make about the cover-
age you want determine the cost of
your premium.

Below is a more detailed look at
seven key factors that affect your
auto insurance premiums, as well
as some suggestions for keeping
the costs down:

1. Your Coverage And
Deductibles

Auto insurance providers allow
you to choose your deductible and
decide whether to add additional
coverage that isnʼt necessarily
required by the laws in your state.
The specifics of your coverage and
deductibles play a major role in
your monthly payment.

Typically, choosing a higher
deductible means a lower monthly
payment; choosing a lower
deductible means a higher monthly
payment. Additional coverage

gives you added financial protec-
tion, depending on the claim, but
will also add to your monthly costs.

2. What You Drive
By collecting a large amount of

data from customer claims and
analyzing industry safety reports,
auto insurance providers often
develop vehicle safety ratings and
offer discounts to customers who
drive safer vehicles.

Some insurers increase premi-
ums for cars more susceptible to
damage, occupant injury, or theft,
and lower rates for those that fare
better than the norm.

2010 Toyota 4Runners, for
example, rate highly in terms of
driver protection and passenger
protection, which means discounts

on insurance. And while two-door
Honda Civics are one of the coun-
tryʼs most popular vehicles, their
lower-than-average safety ratings
and desirability to car thieves make
them more expensive to insure.

Before you head down to the
dealership, do some research.
Does the vehicle that has caught
your eye have strong safety rat-
ings? Is the same particular model
often stolen? Knowing the answers
to a few simple questions can go a
long way in keeping your rates low.

3. How Often, And How Far,
You Drive

People who use their car for
business and long-distance com-
muting normally pay more than
those who drive less. The more
miles you drive in a year, the higher
the chances of an accident –
regardless of how safe a driver you
are.

Consider joining a car or van
pool, riding your bike, or taking
public transportation to work. If you
reduce your total annual driving
mileage enough, you may lower
your premiums.

4. Where You Drive
Generally, due to higher rates of

vandalism, theft, and accidents,
urban drivers pay more for auto
insurance than do those in small
towns or rural areas.

5. Your Driving Record
Drivers who cause accidents

generally must pay more than
those who are accident-free for
several years.

If youʼve been accident-free for
a long period of time, donʼt get
complacent! Remain vigilant and
maintain your good driving habits.

And even though you canʼt

rewrite your driving history, having
an accident on your record can be
an important reminder always to
drive with caution and care. As time
goes on, the effect of past acci-
dents on your premiums will
decrease.

6. Your Age, Sex, And Marital
Status

Accident rates are higher for all
drivers under age 25, especially
young males and single males.
Insurance prices in most states
reflect these differences.

If youʼre a student, you might
also be in line for a discount. Most
auto insurers provide discounts to
student-drivers who maintain
strong grades. In some states,
younger drivers are also able to
take driver safety courses that will
lower premiums.

7. Your Credit Score
Thereʼs no doubt about it: Your

credit score has an impact on your
auto insurance rates. Studies have
shown that credit history is a pow-
erful predictor of future auto insur-
ance losses, and so your score is
one of many factors that insurers
use to calculate risk. Another way
to keep your rates down is to get
your credit score up.

How can you do that? While
consumers arenʼt privy to the exact
details of how FICO scores are cal-
culated, there are a number of reli-
able strategies to improve your
credit score. Consider paying
down revolving debt, cultivating a
long credit history, and disputing
erroneous charges – just a few
ways to improve your score.

We are located at: 1189 John
Sims Pkwy E  Niceville or call us at
850-678-7878. 

Advertising Feature

State Farm Frank Walker Agency
Seven factors affecting your auto insurance premiums

The Niceville–Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on January 13, 2012 welcomed Frank
Walker State Farm and his team to his new Niceville location.

Frank Walker, Agent
1189 John Sims Pkwy. E

Niceville, FL 32578
Bus: 850-678-7878

fwalkerins.com

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Itʼs how I treat all my customers.
And you can be sure Iʼll always do
my best to meet your needs.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

FREE*FREE*

PORK SANDWICH
GET A

1067 John Sims Pkwy.,
Niceville

(850)
279-6742

Bar-B-Que Drive Thru To-Go

*Must show ad 
to redeem offer.

Exp. 2-21-12

PORK SANDWICH
when you buy a Pork Sandwich Combo

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies

- NOW OFFERING -
• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 • www.drbroutin.com
Merchantʼs Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/12

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

• Reduce energy consumption
• Prevent mold, mildew, staining
• Non-prorated transferable 
warranty

• Eliminate granule loss with
a shingle roof

• Green Product Technology
• Self priming
• Non cracking, flaking or peeling
• Increase resale value
• Class A fire rating
• Energy Star Product

850.424.6829
FREE EVALUATION

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Protect & Beautify Your Roof!
Non-Prorated 10 Year Warranty

1005-A John Sims Pkwy. 
(Palm Plaza) Niceville, FL 

850-279-4361
Mon.-Tues., Thurs.-Fri.

8:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sharon M. Streeter, O.D. • Thomas A. Streeter, O.D.
Palm Eye Care

Board Certified Optometric Physicians
“A new approach to personal eye care”

Contact Lenses and Eyeglasses - Emergency Eye Injuries
Diabetes/Hypertension Management - Specialty/Bifocal 
Contact Lenses - Pediatric patients are always welcome

Sports Vision Correction for all athletes - 
Accepting TRICARE, Bluecross/BS, Medicare, 

Medicaid, AETNA, VCP, VSP, Davis Vision and Eye Med

Drs. Tom & Sharon Streeter

• PECAN CRUSTED CATCH OF THE DAY
White fish, pan sauteed & crusted with chopped pecans. Topped with a honey
cinnamon cream sauce. Served with rice pilaf and vegetable medley
• CHICKEN PICATTA
Pan sauteed chicken breast topped with a lemon caper
cream sauce. Served with rice pilaf and vegetable medley
• BEEF TENDERLOIN MEDALLIONS
Topped with a marsala mushroom demi glace, served
with red skin mashed potatoes and vegetable medley
• FRIED GULF SHRIMP
Served with french fries and cole slaw
• SHRIMP ETOUFFEE
Sauteed bay shrimp in a classic etouffee sauce, served
over rice pilaf

HOURS:
10:45am-9pm Su.-Th. 
10:45am-9:30pm Fri.

11:30am - 9:30pm Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

$995
4:30 pm-6:00 pm

7 Days a Week

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

NEW

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us)• 678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES - NEWBORN TO ADULT

EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• PEDIATRICS
• PREVENTIVE CARE
• SPORT & WORK PHYSICALS

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

“We guarantee to show up on time or Fix It FREE!”

Call us TODAY
to schedule a
FREE Freon Check
on your A/C

389-4611
onehourair.com

FREE Freon
Check

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

*Offer good thru 29th of Feb.

Two
weeks 
left!

Full Service Hair
For Ladies & Men

Call Today!
678-1977

We would like
to welcome
CORRENA
back to the
Summit II
in Hair. 

and GENERAL REPAIR

Brakes • Water Pumps
Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

NOW OFFERING
AMSOIL OIL CHANGES!

PEPPER & TONY
Zen masters, guard dogs,
& welcoming committee

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts

• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service

(850) 729-6629

850-279-4790

15% OFF
your order with this coupon

BUY ANY LARGE PIZZA,
GET 2ND PIZZA 1/2 PRICE!

Second pizza must be equal or lesser value. Please present coupon for discount. Expires 2/29/12

4677 E. Hwy. 20
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131 Magnolia Ave SE
Fort Walton Beach

Camellia workshop
set for Saturday

The 13th annual Camellia
Workshop/Open House, present-
ed by the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Camellia Society, will be
held Saturday, Feb. 18, 9 a.m. to
noon.

The free workshop will be at
the Okaloosa County Extension
Service Building, W. 127
Hollywood Ave., Fort Walton
Beach. This is an open house
type event, so participants may
arrive and leave any time.

Attendees will receive one-on-
one, hands-on instruction from
local Camellia Society members
on various aspects of growing
camellias, including pruning, air-
layering, propagation, etc.
Information about planting and
caring for camellias throughout

the year will also be provided.
Visitors are encouraged to bring
samples of leaves, blooms for
evaluation of pest or disease
problems.

Camellia plants will be avail-
able for purchase. Additionally,
visitors will have the opportunity
to join the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Camellia Society, the Gulf
Coast Camellia Society and the
American Camellia Society.

The Greater Fort Walton
Beach Camellia Society holds its
regular meetings the third
Tuesday of each month at the
Okaloosa County Extension
Service Building.

For more information, call Joe
Jenus at 862-4526 or email
camelliafwb@cox.net.

Air Force Airman Jason D.
Laufer graduated from basic mil-
itary training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio.

The airman completed an
intensive, eight-week program
that included training in military
discipline and studies, Air Force

core values, physical fitness and
basic warfare principles and
skills.

Airmen who complete basic
training earn four credits toward
an associate in applied science
degree through the Community
College of the Air Force.

Laufer is the son of Jennifer
Laufer of Ruckel Drive,
Niceville.

The airman is a 2011 graduate
of Prattville High School, Ala.

In the Service
E-mail items to

info@baybeacon.com.

Who’s News
Kristin Dean Muldowney

of Niceville has been named to
the Dean’s List at Clemson
University for the fall 2011
semester.

Muldowney is majoring in
prerehabilitation sciences.

To be named to the Dean’s
List, a student achieved a
grade-point average between
3.50 and 3.99 on a 4.0 scale.

***
Christopher M. Hinson of

Niceville has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall semester
at Samford University.

To qualify for the honor, a
student must have earned a
minimum 3.5 grade point aver-
age out of a possible 4.0 while
attempting at least 12 credit
hours of coursework. The
Dean’s List is the highest aca-
demic recognition given by the
school at the end of each
semester.

***
Sophia Stevenson, 2011

Niceville High School graduate,
was named to the Dean’s List at

Loyola
University
in New
Orleans,
with a 3.5
grade point
average.
Sophia is
majoring in
music
industries
and is
attending

Loyola on an academic scholar-
ship. She is the daughter of
Ann and Randy Newton of
Niceville and Adam Stevenson
of New Orleans.

***
Two Lewis School students,

siblings Alison and Ryan
Thomas, participated in the
Americanism Essay Contest
sponsored by the Twin Cities
Elks Lodge #2747. Alison, an
eighth grader, won first place in
the middle school division, and
Ryan, a fifth grader, won sec-
ond place in the elementary
school division.

Sophia
Stevenson

Superior rock stars take 2 prizes
For the second year in a row, employees of Superior Residences of Niceville took home two
first place trophies in the United Way Chili Competition Feb. 4 at Santa Rosa Mall. The theme
was the Flintstones and the impersonators wowed the judges with a song and a skit that
won them first place in showmanship. They also took home the People’s Choice Award.

Local cheerleaders win trophies
The Krewe of Ruckus, above, junior cheerleader team from Amped Elite All Stars, Bluewater
Bay, placed third out of nine teams in the JAMfest Nationals in Mobile, Ala. Feb. 5-6. The senior
team, Krewe of Excalibur, were national champions in their division bringing home a trophy,
jackets, a banner and the Spirit Award. The mini team, Krewe of Chaos, took home a trophy for
a fourth-place finish, All three teams are preparing for their next competition, Cheersport
Nationals, in Atlanta, Feb. 17-19, where more than 900 teams are expected to compete.

CATHY ALLEY
ERA American Realty
of Northwest Florida, Inc
1-800-826-4862
Cell 1-850-585-2303

Your Real Estate Specialist for Life

I would like to personally thank each and
every one of my customers who helped make
me #1 in our Niceville office again in 2011. 

Put Cathy's
team to work
for you today!

Reasonable Dining.
We just look expensive.

Happy Hour
$5 Tapas • Bacon Wrapped Scallops, Crispy Tuna,
Fried Oysters, Vegetable Spring Rolls, Beef Carpaccio

Draft Beer: $1.50
(Stella, Blue Moon, Abita: Starting at $2.00)

Well Drinks: $2.00 • Wine: Starting at $3.00

Tues. - Fri. • 4pm - 7pm

303 Glen Ave., Valparaiso
850.389.2125
CompassRoseValp.com

Why drive
any further?

Dr. Amanda Brenci, O.D.
Board Certified 

Optomotrist

“Where there is no vision,
the people perish”

Proverbs 29:18

Stop in and visit your
friendly hometown
professionals for all
your vision needs today!
We accept Tricare Prime,
Medicare, 
Eyemed & many more.

(850) 678-8876

1187 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED
LADIES SUNGLASSES

$5000 OFF (w/ purchase of lenses)

MAGNETIC CLIP-ON SUNGLASSES
$5000 OFF (w/ purchase of lenses)

TEEN & SPORT PACKAGES
Buy Frames, Get 1/2 OFF Lenses

Charles Henriott   Owner & Optician
850-678-6211  •  850-678-0099

Basketball
fundraiser
A Harlem Ambassador
goes for a stiff-legged
layup during a recent
charity basketball
game. The Harlem
Ambassadors comedy
basketball team will
perform Friday, Feb. 17,
7 p.m., at Northwest
Florida State College
arena, in support of
Opportunity Knocks,
Inc., helping the home-
less. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $7 for chil-
dren and students.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
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“God’s work. Our hands.”
St. Paul Lutheran & Preschool

1407 John Sims Pkwy E. 
Niceville, FL 32578

850-678-1298
www.stpaulniceville.com

Sunday Services
8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Nursery Provided

Ash Wednesday
February 22 - 7pm

We Welcome You!

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool
offers Christcentered

curriculum for 3, 4, and 5
year olds. NOW ENROLLING

FOR FALL 2012.
Call or visit website.

A Florida VPK provider.
CO1OK0064

Fifty Rocky Bayou Christian
School mathletes attended the
Jan. 21 regional Mu Alpha Theta
competition held at Pensacola
State College's Milton campus. 

Eighth grade team members
Marcus Fort, Dylan Paskell, Seth
Kerstein and Duncan Foster took
the fifth place Algebra I team tro-
phy. 

The Algebra II team, Geon
Ho Yoo (10th), James Sung (9th),
Natalie Ouma (11th) and
Cameron Esses (9th), claimed
the fifth place team trophy in that
category. 

The unclassed competition
challenged mathematicians from
17 schools, of all sizes, seating
30 teams. RBCS' team ranked
seventh in the overall sweep-
stakes. RBCS high scorers
included: Marcus Fort and Dylan
Paskell (Algebra I); Josh Preston
and Abigail Alldredge

(Geometry); Ashley Lee and
Laura Herndon (PreCal); Geon
Ho Yoo and James Sung
(Algebra 2); and William
Hudson and Tim Sung
(Calculus). Carla Alldredge is
the team's coach. 

"I am very proud of our stu-
dents and their performance at
these challenging competitions,"
Alldredge said. "Pitted against
large 5A and 6A schools, they
give their best. I feel very privi-
leged to be their coach."

Florida’s Mu Alpha Theta
Association publishes combined
regional results for the entire
state. It organizes competitions
in Florida including 15 regionals.

Every January, February and
March, one school from each of
the five regions hosts a competi-
tion. Between 20 to 30 schools
attend each regional and com-
pete in team and individual  tests.

Rocky mathletes score 
big at Mu Alpha Theta
50 students attend regional competition

NHS students
qualify for state
at Thespian fest

Nine Niceville High School
students qualified for state as a
result of their performances at
the Florida District One Thespian
Festival.

Qualifying for state with
superior ratings were: Kendra
Jablonski for costume design,
Jessica Haney for solo musical
and Ashley Meyers for mono-
logue.

Qualifying for state with
excellent ratings were: Annie
Clifton for monologue, Kyle
Clements for monologue, Ryan
Collister for duet acting, Nana
Shaer for duet acting, Elizabeth
de la Fuente for duet acting and
Jaimi Smith for duet acting.
Jason Choate also earned an
excellent rating for duet acting,
but did not qualify for state.

Earning ratings of good were:
Ariana Rose for solo musical and
duet acting, Caity McDonald for
duet acting, Erin Kearney for
duet acting, Jessica King for duet
acting, Katherine Sturim for
ensemble acting, Chris Roll for
ensemble acting, Olivia
Montgomery for ensemble act-
ing, Jason Choate for pan-
tomime, Ryan Collpitts for pan-
tomime and Madison Booth for
playwriting.

Earning ratings of fair were
Kendra Jablonski for playwright-
ing and Desiree Walls for public-
ity.

Earning student director rat-
ings were Trevor Barnes and
Annie Clifton, each for one-act
plays.

The Ruckel Middle
School Varsity MathCounts
Team won first place on Feb.
4 at the Regional Tournament
hosted in Niceville. The
Emerald Coast Chapter of
the Florida Engineering

Society hosted the event for
Middle School teams
throughout Okaloosa and
Walton counties. The team of
Natassia Flegal, Alex
Tolbert, Sarah Pabst and
Nick Zimmerman won first

place and will compete at the
State competition in Orlando
in March. Nick had the high-
est individual score with six
out of eight of Ruckel's par-
ticipants scoring in the top
10. 

The first place MathCounts winners, from left: Natassia Flegal, Alex Tolbert, Sarah Pabst
and Nick Zimmerman. 

Ruckel MathCounts takes home 1st place

Photo by Lisa Parnell

The students in Lisa Parnell's and Sherri Cadenhead's Pre-K4 class at Niceville United Methodist Church's Wesley Academy
enjoyed some "faux" snowball fun, despite the unseasonably warm temperatures. The snowballs were made of rolled-up
socks. From left: back row, Amaya Moses, Sierra Quinn, Taylor Wolfenden, Ian Barfield, Tristan Lopez, Kaitlyn Saltsman,
Caden Dolgner and Jake Olmstead. Front row, Sarah Piel, Caden Young, Shane Walters, Elise Winston, Anina Sanford,
Adam St. Amant and Carson Vogler.

Snow-day fun at Wesley Academy

Photo by Paula Mims

NHS mural showcases school's spirit
The Niceville High School girls' JV basketball team sits under the protective wings of its school mascot. At the team's request, the
NHS eagle was brought to life in the girls' locker room. The team completed the season 11-5. From left: back row, Katie O'Dowd,
Njera Frazier, Rhea Azamar, Madison Brake, the freshman artist who painted the mural, Trendi Gulley, Elise Stuart, Kacii Hill, Sami
Mims. Front row, Amber Fling, Taylor Reece, Coach Dave Vardaman, Coach Joan O'Dowd, Annie DeLaFuente, Ameila Baffa, Coach
Reagan Westenbarger, Adrianna Ruffin, Kiyana Gee.

Twin Cities receives award
One of the top 50 U.S. hospitals

Twin Cities Hospital,
Niceville, was selected as a
recipient of the 2011-2012
Hospital of Choice Award from
The American Alliance of
Healthcare Providers
(AAHCP). For the third con-
secutive year, Twin Cities
Hospital proudly shares this

recognition with 50 other hos-
pitals in the nation. This award
is designed to find America's
most customer-friendly hospi-
tals based on an extensive
application process, or by a
secret review of a facility's
public communication and staff
interaction with customers.

Since 1992, the voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso.

First  Bapt is t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm

Sunday Bible School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Bluewater Community
CHURCH

897-2644
4580 RANGE RD., NICEVILLE

Come Worship with Us! On page B-2 of the Feb.
1 Beacon, a Lewis Middle
School science and engi-
neering fair participant was
misidentified by the school.

Lewis seventh-grader
Garrett Oden entered a proj-
ect titled "Is buying and
using compost starter really
necessary to increase com-
post output?"

Correction

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Services
9 a.m. Traditional Spirit-filled
Worship with Holy Communion

Nursery, ages 6 wks.-2yrs.; Sunday School, ages 2-7
11 a.m. Walk In…Worship (Contemporary
Worship with Holy Communion)

Nursery & Sunday School provided

Immanuel Anglican Youth
Wednesday Nights 6:30-8p.m. @ The Shed

Hang out; engage; worship; grow

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin
Church Office: 850-837-6324

www.iacdestin.org
“Pointing The Way To Jesus”



Moms-in-Prayer meetings
Moms-in-Prayer for Niceville

High School meets every Thursday,
7:30 a.m., Niceville United Methodist
Church, Room 801. Info: Pia
Elsesser, 729-0872.

Tax preparation
Tax-aide volunteers are providing

free income tax preparation at
Niceville Library for taxpayers with
low to moderate income, with atten-
tion to those age
60 and older.
Monday 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Wednesday
and Saturday 9
a.m.-1 p.m., by
a p p o i n t m e n t
only. Make an appointment at the ref-
erence desk in the library or call 279-
4863 ext. 1504. Bring all your tax
documents, last year’s return, a pic-
ture ID, Social Security Card and
checkbook for a direct deposited
refund.

Exhibit at Niceville Library
The artwork of Joe Oliver will be

on exhibit until Feb. 29 at the
Niceville Public Library, North Partin
Drive.  Hours: Tuesday/Thursday, 9
a.m.-8 p.m.; Wednesday/Friday, 9
a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

‘Brigadoon’ at Arts Center
“Brigadoon,” a national touring

production of the musical, will be per-
formed at the Mattie Kelly Arts
Center, Niceville, main stage, Feb. 15,
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $45. 

Driver safety course
The AARP Driver Safety

Classroom Course for mature drivers
will be Feb. 15-16, 12:30-3:30 p.m.,
at Bob Gates Welcome Center at Bob
Hope Village, 92 Sunset Lane,
Shalimar. Open to drivers age 50 or
older. Florida auto insurance
providers offer discounts to those cer-
tified. Cost is $12 for AARP mem-
bers, $14 for others. Each student
must attend both sessions and should
bring cash or check to the class, along
with a driver’s license and valid
AARP card.

Info: 651-3766. 

Free saltwater seminar
The Emerald Coast Saltwater

series will present a seminar on
sheepshead fish, Feb. 15, 6 p.m.,
Northlight Marina, Niceville. The
seminar is free to the public. 

Info: 516-0709. 

Hearing screenings
Dr. Sabrina Kaestle, an audiolo-

gist, will present a free seminar on
“Hearing Loss, Tinnitus and
Treatment Options,” Feb. 15, 10 a.m.,
suite 3, Resource Center conference
room at Sacred Heart Hospital. Free
hearing screenings will be provided
after the seminar. Info: 278-3600.

Library Story Time
Join Ms. Karen and Ms. Christina,

Feb. 15 and 16,
10:30 a.m., for
Niceville Public
Library’s Story
Time in the Youth
Services Program

Room. Each session is free and lasts
30 minutes. Ages 3-5.

Info: 279-4863, ext. 1514. 

Horticulture Study Group
The Horticulture Study Group

will meet Feb. 16 at Eden State Park
between Destin and Panama City
Beach in Point Washington. 

The group will meet at the pavil-
ion for a program about camellias.
Following the lecture, participants
will tour the gardens. The fee is $4 per
car. Info: 678-2842 or marieharri
son@valp.net. 

3-day backpacking trip
The Florida Trail Association

plans a three-day, two-night back-
packing trip on the Nokuse section of
Walton County, Feb. 17-19, beginning
at 9 a.m.

Info: 492-8258 or 865-7075, or
choctaw.floridatrail.org. 

Church hosts kids’ night
Radiant Life Church will hold a

Radiant Kids Celebration night, Feb.
17, 6-10 p.m. The event is free for
ages 5 through fifth grade. 

Sign-up is encouraged in the front
office, 100 Hart St., Niceville. 

Info: 729-8600. 

Red dress contest
The Filipino American

Association of Okaloosa will kickoff
2012 with a Valentine red dress con-
test and party, Feb. 17, 6 p.m.,
Compass Rose Restaurant, Valparaiso.
The cost is $25 per person. Info:
Annie Cameron, 586-1552. 

Pasta dinner fundraiser 
The Joseph B. Franzalia Sons and

Daughters of Italy, Lodge #2422, will
host a pasta dinner, Feb. 17, 5-7:30
p.m., 808 S. Drive, Fort Walton
Beach. Proceeds will be donated to the
Wounded Warrior Project. Info: 
862-2758. 

Climate change seminar
The Sciences Division at

Northwest Florida State College,
Niceville, presents its Science Friday
seminar series, Feb. 17, 11 a.m.-noon,
Robert E. Greene Jr. Science building,
room 110. The seminar,
“Reconstructing Climates of the
Geologic Past: Implications for Future
Climate Change,” is free  to the public.
The featured speaker is Dr. Mark
Horrell, a professor of earth sciences
at NWFSC.

Info: NWFSC State College
Sciences Division, 729-5376. 

ADSO show opening
Opening reception for “Human

Palette,” the Arts and Design Society’s
gallery show reflecting the diversity of
human cultures, will be Feb. 17, 5-7
p.m., 17 First St.,
SE, Fort Walton
Beach. The show
will run through
February 29.
Gallery hours:
noon-4 p.m., Tuesday-Friday, and 1-4
p.m., Saturday. Admission is free to
the public. Info: 244-1271 or arts
designsociety.org.

Doo-Wah Riders
The Doo-Wah Riders will perform

at the Fort Walton Beach Civic
Auditorium Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m. After
the concert, the audience is invited to a
reception at the Magnolia Grill in Fort
Walton Beach where they can meet all
the band members. Tickets, $22 per
person, are available at Kitchenique,

Destin/Sandestin; P.S. Gifts, Fort
Walton Beach; Connect with Flowers,
Shalimar; and Artful Things,
Niceville. 

Info: 362-936. Tickets are $25 at
the door. 

Tri-Delta alumni meeting
The quarterly luncheon meeting of

the Delta Delta Delta Alumnae of the
Emerald Coast will be Feb. 18, 10:30
a.m., at the Sandestin Beach Club. The
hostesses will be Gertie Sheaffer, Judy
LaMarche and Margaret Carlen. 

For reservations, gate code and
directions, contact Margaret Carlen,
654-5008 or robincar@cox.net. 

Wild game dinner
The Cinco Baptist Church Men’s

Ministry will hold a wild game dinner,
Feb. 18. Whitetail deer seminar, 4
p.m., wild game dinner, 5 p.m., and
“Life and Death” adventures, 6 p.m.,
by guest speaker Wade Nolan. Tickets,
$10. 

Info: 243-7656. 

Fair Tax meeting
The Florida Fair Tax Educational

Association (FFTEA) meet-up will be
Feb. 18, 10 a.m., in the Niceville
Council chambers, North Partin
Drive.

Lifeguard class
This 30-hour course includes certi-

fication in life guarding, CPR and first
aid. Cost is $80 and includes manual,
pocket mask, certification cards, Red
Cross provider fee and supplies.

The class will be Feb. 18-19, and
Feb. 25-26, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Bring a
swimsuit, towel and goggles. Sign-up
at Destin YMCA, 4645 Commons
Drive, Destin. 

Info: 837-8440.

Birds of Prey
Lisa Miller, the E.O. Wilson

Biophilia Center’s Birds of Prey reha-
bilitator, will show and discuss several
birds that are under her care. The dis-
cussion will be Feb. 18, 11 a.m. and 1
p.m., 4965 Highway 20 East,

Freeport. Info: 835-1824, eowilson
center.org.

Nail trim clinic for pets
Parkway Veterinary Hospital,

1101 E. John Sims Parkway,
Niceville, will hold a fundraiser nail
trim clinic, Feb. 18, 9 a.m.-noon,. Cost
is $8 per pet, $6 each additional pet.
Cats should be in carriers and dogs
should be on a retractable leash.
Rabies certificates required; tags will
not suffice. All proceeds benefit the
American Cancer Society’s Relay for
Life. 

Tennis court meeting
Niceville High School and Ruckel

Middle School are working together
to build home tennis courts for their
schools and community. Help bring
vision to action by buying a brick,
making a donation, or volunteering.
For more information, attend the kick-
off meeting, Feb. 19, 5 p.m.,
Bluewater Bay Golf Clubhouse. Info:
737-1083. 

Beachcomber concert
Fourth Annual Beachcomber

music awards and concert will be Feb.
19, 5 p.m.,
H a r b o r W a l k
Village, 10
Harbor Blvd.,
D e s t i n .
Celebrating the

Coast’s regional and local music
scene. Info: 424-0600,
HarborWalkDestin.com. 

Men’s baseball league
The Okaloosa Men’s Baseball

League will kick off its season with
registration Feb. 19-26, 3 p.m., Twin
Oaks baseball field, Niceville. These
sessions are for 18 and older, and 30
and older divisions. Info:
www.ombl.org, 864-7529. 

Cheerleaders host 5K
The Fort Walton Beach High

School Viking Cheerleaders will host
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Jewelry
Repair

Custom
Design

Mike Tarbuck
Jeweler ~ OwnerDiamond Works inc.

Park Place Plaza
323 Page Bacon Rd.

Mary Esther, FL 32569
850-244-5252

www.DiamondWorksJewelry.com

Law Office of
SAMUEL M. PEEK

Estate Planning & Probate
Wills & Living Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives
Business Corporations & LLC

Samuel M. Peek, J.D., LL.M. Tax
678-1178

222 Government Avenue
Niceville, FL 32578

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask us to send
you free information about our qualifications and experience.

CALENDAR
E-mail items to

info@baybeacon.com
before 5 p.m. Wednesday.
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GET RESULTS! 
Call 678-1080

to Place Your Ad Today!

The Beacon
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NFSO presents musicians Friday
The Northwest Florida Symphony Orchestra will present "The Stars of Tomorrow" at the
Mattie Kelly Arts Center, Niceville, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m. Winners of the 2011 Concerto
Competition will be the featured soloists. The show will also include a tribute to the Old West.
Tickets are $22.50. Info: 729-6000 or mattiekellyartscenter.org.

Please see CALENDAR, page B-5

The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville
LEE MULLIS, MD
•  Over 25 Years Experience

•  National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
•  A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon

Lee Mullis, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon 

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
•  Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
•  15 Years Experience
•   A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

•  CATARACTS                   
•  DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •   (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •   (850) 682-5338

•  GLAUCOMA 
•  RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

CLIMATE CONTROL SPECIAL
Receive 1/2 OFF

First Month OR ONE

Month FREE!

1466 Cedar St., Niceville

Affordable
Climate Control
Mini Storage

Rental Available
*Storage Supplies/Boxes

Call for Details
(850) 897-3314 $8800

SPECIAL
(NON-CLIMATE)

Will your
money
retire before
you do?
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Bo Burns CLU, Agent
Registered Representative

Bus: 850-678-3441

 
 

 
 

  

  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Bus: 850-678-3441
Registered Representative

Bo Burns CLU, Agent  
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Teresa 
Weitzel-Trybalski

Teresa Weitzel-Trybalski,
48, Columbia, Tenn., was born
in Baltimore, Md. and died Feb.
9, 2012, after a long battle with
brain cancer. Teresa leaves a
legacy of loving others uncon-
ditionally, and her acts of kind-
ness were shared by many at
work, in the community and at
church. During her lifetime, she
served on parish councils in
Catholic churches in Michigan
and Saint Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church in Columbia.
She was a member of the 10:30
contemporary choir and Ladies
Group at Saint Catherine, and
was known to volunteer her
time, treasures and talents at
many church functions. She not
only gave in life, but also in
death as an organ donor. Teresa
strongly supported organ dona-
tion, and a part of her will live
on in others. She also excelled
in the professional world,
working for Electronic Data

Systems in
M i c h i g a n
and Spring
Hill, Tenn.,
and ending
her career
as a senior
b u s i n e s s
analyst with
Asurion in
Nashville,
Tenn.

A gradu-
ate of Niceville High School in
Niceville, Fla., where she
served as Senior Class treasurer
and Senior Council treasurer,
worked on the school newspa-
per and was a member of the
Honor Society, Math Club,
Foreign Language Club and
Spanish Club. She also compet-
ed on the school track team.

Teresa went on to complete
her education at Okaloosa-
Walton Junior College and the
University of Southern
Mississippi. Later in life, she
completed her MBA at Middle
Tennessee State University.
Education was very important
to Teresa, and she shared her
love of learning by participat-
ing in a mentoring program for
young women soon after arriv-

ing in Tennessee.
Family, friends, and co-

workers remember Teresa as
someone who would light up a
room when she walked in, and
they remember her infectious
laugh that could be heard for
miles. Preceded in death by her
father, Lawrence Weitzel, she
leaves behind her loving hus-
band, Bob Trybalski, of
Columbia, Tenn.; mother Julia
of Niceville, Fla.; brother
Lawrence A. Weitzel of
Niceville, Fla.; Julie (Patrick)
McDermon and nephew Joseph
Harris of Freeport, Fla.; as well
as other extended family mem-
bers.

A funeral Mass took place
on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2012,
at Saint Catherine of Sienna
Catholic Church in Columbia,
Tenn. Burial of cremated
remains will take place at
Heritage Gardens, Niceville,
Fla., on Friday, Feb. 17, at 10
a.m. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions should be made to the
cancer support community
Gilda’s Club, 1707 Division
Street, Nashville, Tenn. 37203-
2701 or Pet Pals of Maury
County, P.O. Box 1623,
Columbia, Tenn. 38402-1603.

Murray-Jopling
Alice Hale Murray of

Valparaiso and Jamison Everett
Murray of Beverly, Mass.,
announce the engagement of
their daughter, Heather
Michelle Murray, to Joel
Anthony Jopling, son of

Thomas and Valerie Jopling of
Bowling Green, Ky.

The bride is a 2008 graduate
of Niceville High School. She
is a senior at the University of
West Florida, pursuing a
degree in public relations. The
groom is a 2008 graduate of
Greenwood High School. He is
also a senior at the University
of West Florida, pursuing a
degree in hospitality manage-
ment. The groom has partici-
pated in Army ROTC during

college and is scheduled to
receive his commission in May
2012.

Since 1992, the voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso.
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Sons of Italy donate to hospice
Gloria Troiano presents a $250 check from the Sons of Italy Lodge 2422 of Fort Walton Beach
to Lill Jennings, development specialist for Covenant Hospice. Donations help fund Covenant
Hospice’s special programs in Okaloosa and Walton counties. These programs include
bereavement services, children's support programs, chaplain services and indigent patient
care. In 2011, the organization provided more than $1.4 million in care for uninsured or under-
insured patients facing a terminal illness.

Engagement
E-mail items to 

info@baybeacon.com.

Heather Michelle Murray 
and Joel Anthony Jopling

Photo courtesy of coach Strutchen

From left: The District 2-6A basketball champion Eagles: coach Clarence May, coach Jerome
Strutchen, Shane Horton, Chris Forbes, Christian Redmond, Devin Vasquez, Christian Vardaman,
Connor Ellis, Kolt Drautz, Jalen Douglas, McKinley Stephens, Andrew Mitchell, Kyle Koszuta, Iain
Persaud, Ryan Colpitts, Nick Haynes, coach Ramone Jordan and coach Jerome McIntosh. 

Eagles defeat pair of foes
to take District 2-6A crown
By David Middleton

With back-to-back playoff
wins over the weekend, the
Niceville High School boys bas-
ketball team earned its second
District 2-6A championship in
three years. Both contests were
highly competitive and went
down to the wire. 

The campaign began on
Friday with a thrilling 49-44
double-overtime victory over
the Fort Walton Beach Vikings.
With eight different players
scoring in a relatively low-scor-
ing affair, the Eagles used every
resource to advance. There was
significant action throughout the
game, but the final frames were
where the price of admission
was earned, and that is when the
Eagles defense rose to the occa-
sion. With the score tied and the
Vikings holding the ball for a

potential game-winning basket
during the fourth quarter and
again during the first overtime,
the Eagles locked down the goal
in order to remain alive.
Eventually Niceville gained a
single-point advantage in the
second overtime and fought to
kill the clock. Maneuvering the
ball throughout the court as the
clock continued to run; the
Eagles added a basket under-

neath and then sealed the game
at the free-throw line. It was the
second time in two weeks NHS
beat FWB in double overtime. 

Saturday's championship
game pitted the Eagles against
the high-scoring Choctaw
Indians. Niceville's defense was

key as the Indians were held
more than 10 points below their
season average and the Eagles
eventually pulled away with a
58-54 win. Likewise, Choctaw
applied staunch defense against
the Eagles. Its strategy of
hounding the Niceville guards
had moments of success but
eventually led to fouls as
Niceville secured the win from
the free-throw line, converting
22 of its 28 attempts. Four play-
ers scored in double figures as
Niceville used a balanced attack
to circumvent the Indians'
defensive pressure. 

During both games an
impressive showing from the
NHS student section helped
push the Eagles to victory. The
Eagles advance to the Regional
playoff round and host Milton
on Thursday at 7 p.m.

More sports, B-6

Niceville
shuts out
Mosley
Niceville varsity tennis
player Alexis Hruby
returns a mid-court volley
during her singles match
against Mosley Friday at
Bluewater Bay Tennis
Center. She won her match
6-1, 6-1. The Eagles shut
out the Dolphins, with
both the boys and girls
scoring 7-0 victories.

Beacon photo
by Norman Wolf

Beacon photo by Sarah Clauson

Eagles win home softball opener
Niceville's Courtney Adams rounds third en route to a score on Stephanie Hartness' fifth-inning
triple Friday in the Eagles' first  home softball game of the season. Niceville defeated Pace, 2-0.

Obituary

Teresa 
Weitzel-Trybalski

Two NHS grapplers head
to state wrestling tourney
By Kenneth Books
Beacon Staff Writer

Two Niceville High School
wrestlers will compete in the
state wrestling tournament in
Lakeland Friday and Saturday.

Taylor Bartleson, a 160-
pound junior, and Eric Altreche,
a 105-pound freshman, finished
second and third, respectively,
in the Class 2A regional
matchup at Lincoln High
School, Tallahassee, last week-
end.

Niceville took seven
wrestlers to the regional tourna-
ment, said head coach Morrie
Geselter, six of whom placed.
Only those who finished first
through third advanced to the
state tournament.

"We finished ninth as a team
out of 36 schools," Geselter
said. "We scored 65 points, had
two state qualifiers and four
wrestlers who finished fifth and
sixth."

Geselter lamented that
Bartleson should have won his
final match and placed first in

the region.
"He was winning 3-1 with 15

seconds to go, but he lost in
triple overtime," Geselter said.
"He just went blank for a second
and let the kid reverse him."

Altreche took third by
defeating a wrestler he had lost
to in the first round, Geselter
said.

"(Altreche) made a tactical
error the first time he wrestled
him," he said. "He chose the top
when he's really good on the
bottom and the other kid
escaped."

But Altreche won, 6-4, in the
deciding bout.

"He did just exactly what I
told him to do," Geselter said.
"He listened and he won."

Altreche will be the first
Niceville High School freshman
ever to go to the state tourna-
ment, Geselter said.

Also placing but failing to
qualify for the state tournament
were:

—113-pound sophomore
Matt Berger, who won three

bouts, two on pins and one on a
major decision, finished fifth.
"He's probably the most
improved kid on the team,"
Geselter said.

—132-pound junior Trenton
Miller, who also won three
bouts, including two pins and a
major decision, finished fifth.

—145-pound junior Tanner
Aull, who finished 3-2 in the
tournament. "It was really sad
because he lost to the same kid
twice by one point," Geselter
said. "I thought he was a better
wrestler than the other kid, but
he let the kid reverse him."

—220-pound senior Zack
Jenkins, who finished fifth with
one pin and one major decision.
"We'll miss him," Geselter said.
"He's a first-year varsity and did
great job. He won 37 matches."

Geselter was effusive in his
praise for the team.

"Overall, we did a very good
job," he said. "Everyone on the
team scored points. I couldn't be
more proud of the kids. They
fought their hearts out."
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the 5K Viking Run/Walk at Uptown
Station, Feb. 19, 3 p.m. The cost for
early registration is $20 and $25 on
race day; the first 200 registrants
receive a free T-shirt. Registration
and package pick-up will be Feb. 17

at the Fort Walton
Beach High
School guidance
counselor office.
Race day registra-
tion will be from

2-3 p.m. at Uptown Station. Payment
and registration forms can be

dropped off at the Fort Walton Beach
High School guidance counselor
office.

Food and wine festival
The Food and Wine Tasting

Festival will be Feb. 19, 1-4 p.m.,
Emerald Coast Convention Center,
Okaloosa Island. Tickets are $35 in
advance, or $40 at the
door. Tickets are on
sale now at: Bayou
Book, Niceville;
Chan’s Wine World
at Publix Shopping
Center and on Grand Boulevard,
Destin; Magnolia Grill, Fort Walton;
Playground Music Center at Uptown

Station, Fort Walton; and Vandegriff
Jewelers on Racetrack Road, Fort
Walton. Info: Theresa, 621-4093;
Vern, 244-3433; David, 621-7377. 

Look back at city history
Join Friends of the Niceville

Library as they host “Looking Back
at Niceville’s History” with guest
speaker Elisa Mitchiner, who
researched and compiled information
for the Niceville, Florida On-line
History Center.

This free program will be at the
Niceville Community Center, 204 N.
Partin Drive, Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m.

Info, or to reserve a spot call the
library at 279-4863, ext. 1504. 

“The History of 88 Keys”
“Better Listening” will meet Feb.

21, 7-9 p.m., Valparaiso Unitarian
Church, 1295
Bayshore Drive.
John Drury will
lead the session,
“The History of 88
Keys,” which will
include CDs, as

well as live piano and harpsichord
selections. Info: Lou Johnson, music-
study@uufec.com. 

Mardi Gras celebration
Join this wild and vibrant Fat

Tuesday celebration, Feb. 21, 6 p.m.,
at HarborWalk Village, 10 Harbor

Blvd., Destin. Enjoy free red beans
and rice from
Poppy’s Crazy
Lobster, street
performers and
live music. Pets
are welcome.
March through
the Harbor with your four-legged
friends at the Party Animal Parade,
6:30 p.m. Info: 424-0600,
H a r b o r W a l k
Destin.com. 

Relay team meeting
Want to learn more about Relay

For Life in Niceville-Valparaiso?
Attend a meeting, Feb. 21, 6-7 p.m.,

St. Paul Lutheran Church. Info:
Shelly Nightengale, American
Cancer Society, 244-3813 ext. 3556,
or Shelly.Nightengale@
CANCER.ORG.
ADSO Luncheon

Elia Saxer, award-winning illus-
trator, muralist and portrait painter,
will be the speaker at the Arts and
Design Society’s luncheon, Feb. 22,
11:30 a.m., Art  Center Gallery, 17
First St., SE, Fort Walton Beach. Cost
is $12. Reservations must be made by
Feb. 20. Please send reservations
request to: adsoluncheon@
yahoo.com or call Marcy at 
585-4967.

CALENDAR
From page B-3

Kenny
Wilson
Painting

30 Yrs. Experience
Quality Work &

Clean Up A Standard
Licensed & Insured

368-2710
651-3329

PAINTING

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$19.55 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

MINI STORAGE

(850) 729-1005
204 KELLY RD. 

NICEVILLE, FL 32578

Kelly Rd.
W.R. Harden, Inc. dba

Jan C. Bogan
General Manager

LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn &

Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RJ: (850) 699-1617
Bryan: (850) 259-1981

Licensed & Insured

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only 
$19.55 per week, 

advertising in At Your Service is easy 
AND affordable! Call us at 678-1080 

or stop by the office at 
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of this incredible bargain!

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only 
$19.55 per week, 

advertising in At Your Service is easy 
AND affordable! Call us at 678-1080 

or stop by the office at 
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of this incredible bargain!

SALON

c Massage
c Facials
c Speciality Nail Arts
c Waxing (Eyebrows, 

Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 13 yrs.
in the Niceville Area

Gift Certificates Available

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Driveways
Fencing

Docks
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair

& Maintenance
• Winter Home Checkup
- Drafts & Pipes

• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Security Lighting
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Free Estimates
• Sheet Rock/Painting
No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

25
Years

MINI STORAGE

Nice-Villa
Mini Storage

2 miles east of
Bluewater Bay on Hwy. 20
(Drive A Little, Save A Lot)

Block Buildings

897-2280

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

PRESSURE WASHING

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

AFTER HOLIDAY SPECIAL

SERVICE
ANY

app1@ymail.com • www.allpropowerwashing.com

10%
OFF

TUTORING

CLEANING

Kateryna’s
Cleaning Service
• Licensed & Insured
• References Available

• Weekly
• Biweekly
• Monthly
• Move in / Move out
• One Time Cleaning

Residential &
Commercial

850-974-0892

TREE SERVICE

Country Roads
Tree Service

“We cut so you don’t have to”

• Tree removal,
trimming, & thinning

• Storm damage clean up
• 24-Hour

Emergency Service
• Fully Licensed/Insured
• Call today for a

Free Estimate!

Ask for Joe
the Tree Man!
(850) 461-7170

Residential/Commercial

PIZZERIAS

Personal Pan Pizza
2 Toppings & Fountain Drink

$795
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The P
izz

a

Spec
ial

ist

Pizzer
ia

CLEANING

DUGAN’S
FULL SERVICE
CLEANING CO.

(850) 7976005
Lic# 3600100747285

• Pressure washing
• Mobile detailing
• Gutter clearing
• RV & Boat Cleaning
• Gravestone cleaning

and
more!

You name it.
We clean it.

2 cemetery plots in
Valparaiso, $1500 ea
or best offer. 678-7422.

STYLIST, ful l-t ime,
busy salon, call Grace
678-7711, Tues-Fri.

Stylist needed in BWB
Salon, experienced,
long established busi-
ness, 897-4897.

Looking for a home or a
job? Be sure to check
the classified section
every Wednesday in
the Bay Beacon.

Pillowtop Mattress Set,
new in plastic, $200,
850-527-2295, can
deliver.

Tennis Outfits, size
small adult, $25/dress-
es, full outfits $15 misc.
Excellent condition
897-9729

Newspaper
Graphic Artist

Part Time
Beacon Newspapers,
publisher of The Bay
Beacon, The Eglin Flyer,
The Hurlburt Patriot, and
The Green Beret, seeks
a graphic artist to create
ads on Macintosh com-
puters, paginate news,
Photoshop images, and
perform other produc-
tion, office and mailroom
duties. Experience with
QuarkXpress or another
page-layout program
required. Applicants
should be organized,
detail-oriented, and able
to work efficiently to
meet deadlines.  This is
a small-business envi-
ronment that rewards
the ability to master
new challenges.
Nonsmokers. Apply in
person at the Bay
Beacon, 1181 E. John
Sims Parkway, Niceville.
850-678-1080.

Newspaper Delivery
Earn extra cash of $45
to $140 or more each
week in your spare
time! The Bay Beacon
seeks a reliable
independent contractor
to insert, bag, and
deliver newspapers
Tuesday night.  You
must be over 21 and
have a reliable vehicle,
a good driving record,
a Florida driver ’s
license, and proof of
current l iabil i ty
insurance.  No
collecting duties.
Earnings vary
according to route and
work load.  Stop by the
Bay Beacon for an
information sheet and
to f i l l  out an
application. The
Beacon 1181 E. John
Sims Parkway,
Niceville  •  678-1080
(Parkway East
Shopping Center
across from PoFolks)

Help Wanted Help WantedCemetery Plots

Help Wanted

Items for Sale

Niceville, house near
college, 2/2 1200 SqFt,
$900, 865-7025.

Condo for rent, one
bedroom in Niceville,
$500 per month, call
830-4816.

AIRPORT HOME WITH
HANGAR! Go to
tinyurl.com/6b2s2br for
more information.

Roommate wanted,
Destin home, military
referral bonus $100.
860-543-9888.

Homes for Rent

Homes for Sale

Roommate

The
Beacon’s

Real Estate Marketplace
“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”CLASSIFIEDS

Beacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

PROVEN LEADERS

CarriageHills.com
(850) 678-5178
Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.

Text CHRSOLD to 87778 for free app 

Your Hometown
Agency for 30 Years!

BLUEWATER AREA
All brick BWB golf course home 

will suit you to a ‘TEE’!
4/3 – 2,383SF - $349,900 - Web#219

Location, Location, Price!
All here in this fine BWB home

4/2 - 2,108SF - $252,500 - Web#218

Custom golf course home in
desirable Southwind community!

4/3.5 - 3,135SF - $529,900 - Web#759

Sunset Beach Community
+ Golf Course Lot

+ Fabulous Price = Great Deal!
$79,900 – Web#815

FREEPORT AREA
3 story bay front beauty

on .83 acre! Fabulous views
3/3 - 2,700SF - $449,900 - Web#220

WILSON MINGER AGENCY, INC.
Nicevilleʼs Top-Selling Real Estate Office

RENTALS AVAILABLE!
Niceville, Crestview, 

Fort Walton and Navarre!
One bedroom to five

bedrooms from
$450-$2500!

Search online at:
OurLocalRental.com

Century 21
Wilson Minger Agency

Niceville’s Top Selling Real Estate Office

729-6504

LIVE AT
THE LAKE!
8.31 AC  &
Log Cabin

only
$84,500
New log

cabin with
dockable

lake
frontage
on one of
Alabama’s

premier
recreational

lakes.
Excellent
financing.
Only one
available.
Own for

below cost.
Call now
1-866-

952-5302, 
x 133.

Lake
Property

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Offices
500SqFt-
1,000SqFt

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

WAREHOUSE
OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call
897-6464

There are eight times a year when flying our flag is the perfect way to show your
family or business’ patriotic spirit. Kiwanis can make it easy!

For just $35 a year, we will install a permanent in-ground base for your flag. 
Then, just before LABOR DAY and 9/11, VETERANS DAY, PRESIDENTS DAY,
MEMORIAL DAY, FLAG DAY, INDEPENDENCE DAY and MARTIN LUTHER
KING DAY, we will install a 3x5 foot sewn flag (not printed) on a metal pole  in

front of your home or business. And take it down afterward.
Kiwanis does it all, you do nothing but look proud!

The modest $35 a year supports Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis Club’s numerous
children’s programs throughout our community. 

Time’s a wastin’.  Act now! Call Bill at 897-4396 or Jim at 897-3068 & order a flag.

Serving the
Children

of the World

LET KIWANIS RAISE OLD GLORY
AT YOUR HOUSE OR BUSINESS

Niceville/Valparaiso

Kiwanis Club

The more you tell, the more you sell!
Call the Beacon Newspapers at

678-1080 to place your ad today!

- RENTALS -

850-897-1443

Bluewater Bay Resort Realty

Garden Oaks - Unfurnished - $750
1 bedroom, private screened patio,
ground floor, pet friendly, freshly painted

Bay Villas - Studio - 2 Furnished - $1100
Waterfront, includes cable internet, and
utilities, washer & dryer

Florida Club - Furnished - $1400-1600
Washer/dryer, screened patio, includes
utilities, cable, internet, pool, gym, pet
friendly, 1-2 bdrms

West Lake Court - 2/2 - Furnished - $1600
Waterfront, open layout, top floor, large
wrap around porch, includes cable,
internet and utilities



By Kenneth Books
Beacon Staff Writer

After eight seasons, Niceville
High School softball coach
Danny Hensley has reached a
number of plateaus. His team is
the defending 2011 state cham-
pion squad. And on Feb. 7, he
won his 200th game as a coach,
defeating Tate, 8-4.

"I'm living a dream,"
Hensley, 54, said during a recent
practice. "I couldn't be happier."

The 2012 team, he said, is
solid in regard to pitching and
hitting, but "we're going to have
to work on our defense."

Last year's
state champi-
onship team
included six sen-
iors, each of whom are now in
college. Even so, Hensley antic-
ipates that his team  this year
will be excellent—possibly even
going into the state finals for the
third year in a row. The team
lost the state championship
game in 2010.

"This bunch is certainly
going to make a run at things,"
said Hensley, who also teaches
ROTC. But he doesn't expect it
to be a cakewalk.

"Fort Walton Beach and
Mosley have improved," he
said. "Plus, we have that target
on our backs."

If all else fails, the team may
be able to bludgeon its way to
victories.

"I'm really excited about the
offense on this team," Hensley
said, noting that his players
bashed two home runs in the
Tate game.

The 200th victory of his
career—now in its ninth year—
was "very rewarding," Hensley
said, although he added that last
year's state championship "was
huge."

That title also resulted in an
addition to his family. After the
state tournament, his players

gave Hensley a
bulldog puppy
that he named
Champ.

"He was eight pounds when I
got him," said Hensley, who
sometimes brings the dog with
him to school. "Now he weighs
about 50."

Hensley expects discipline
and hard work from his players.
They seem to appreciate that
approach.

"He raises the bar a little bit
every year," said senior outfield-
er-shortstop Stephanie Hartness.
"He always has a positive atti-
tude."

Teammate Courtney Adams,
a senior center fielder, agreed.

"Each year, he has high

expectations," she said. "Since
we won state, we have to work
harder."

Both Hartness and Adams
have signed to play softball for
Florida State University next
year.

Hensley, a retired Air Force
master sergeant, played catcher
and first base in college. After
he had two daughters, he trans-
ferred his interest to fast-pitch
softball.

"I found I liked it better," he
said.

Hensley said one reason for
his teams' success is that they
seem to be more than just a
bunch of ballplayers.

"We have a family bond," he
said. "We really kind of cling
to each other."

With the softball season just
under way, Hensley and his
players hope to repeat last
year's success and cling to
another state championship
trophy. That would be a good
start toward the coach's 300th
victory.
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Ram swimmers win
meets, break record

Niceville softball coach wins his 200th game

Ruckel Middle School's Michael Bartley breaks the County 50
fly record Feb. 4 in a swim meet against Meigs.

Ruckel Middle School's
boys and girls swim teams
opened the season Jan. 11
with a victory over Pryor
with scores of 174 girls and
186 boys, then followed up
with a second meet win
against Bruner Jan. 21, as the
girls scored 144 and the boys
scored 135.

At the third meet of the
season against Meigs Feb. 4,
the Rams continued their
winning streak. There were
some exciting races, with
Michael Bartley recording a
Ruckel record on the 200
freestyle and a county record
on the 50 fly. The girls team
scored 152 and the boys
scored 165.

"This has been a very
exciting season so far," said
coach Kathy Ritacco. "I am
so pleased with so many
great swims and good
progress for the new swim-
mers."

Ritacco said she is look-
ing forward to the timed
finals Wednesday, Feb. 15 at
the Ft. Walton Beach YMCA.

Courtney Adams, left, and Stephanie Hartness.

Beacon photos by Kenneth Books

Niceville High School softball coach Danny Hensley hits fun-
goes to his infielders during a recent practice.

More sports, B-4

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Hurry! Limited time offer – get a $50 Reward Card. 
 

 

Get a $50 Reward Card when you add a Verizon Wireless  
plan to your existing CenturyLink services.
*New Verizon Wireless customers with 2-yr. activation through CenturyLink. Verizon Wireless services sold and billed separately.

Talk 
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850-863-2153
Fort Walton •  Destin •  Niceville

Comprehensive Orthopaedic Services

General Orthopaedics
Total Joint Revision

Sports Medicine 
General Podiatry

Arthritis Prevention & Care
Bone Density Scanning

Complete Spine Care
Total Joint Reconstruction
Minimal Invasive Surgery

Foot & Ankle Surgery
Full Body MRI

Physical Therapy

Jason W. Thackery, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Sports Medicine
Joint Replacement

All major insurance accepted,
including Tricare

Eight Board Certified PhysiciansQUEEN MEMORY FOAM
$599/ SET

Tax Busting Savings

trust – 1. (n) reliance on the
integrity or ability of a person

When making one of life’s largest
financial decisions, trust a realtor
who understands the implications

of the financial transaction.

Richard Martin, Realtor
850-496-6956

rmartinre@kw.com
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