
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

A 15-year-old Niceville girl
has been charged in connection
with two sexual encounters in
which authorities previously
alleged she was the victim,
according to reports by the
Okaloosa County Sheriff’s
Office.

The girl, a student, was arrest-
ed by sheriff’s deputies Aug. 3
and charged with one count of
being principal to lewd and las-
civious battery that allegedly
occurred in March, according to
sheriff’s reports.

When two 18-year-old men
were arrested in connection with
the incidents earlier this year, the

girl, then 14 years old, was listed
in sheriff’s reports as their victim.

The girl allegedly caught a
school bus to meet the two men
in a Fort Walton Beach apartment
March 10, where she engaged in
sexual intercourse with one then,
the next day, with the other,
according to sheriff’s reports.

According to Michele
Nicholson, spokeswoman for the
Okaloosa County Sheriff’s
Office, the situation came to the
attention of authorities when one
of the girl’s family members
went to her school looking for
her March 11 because she hadn’t
come home.

Beacon photo by Del Lessard

Okaloosa County students and their parents are finishing preparations for the impending school year.
Above, incoming Niceville High School freshman Brianna Ellis, 14, of Crestview, and her mom, Tech. Sgt.
Carol Ellis, selected a pair of T-shirts during orientation last week. 

By Molly Mosher
Beacon Staff Writer

Twin Cities schools are report-
ing healthy enrollment increases
for the school year that will start
Monday.

After several years of decline,
student numbers are growing, part-
ly as a result of the move of three
Army battalions to Okaloosa
County, according to school admin-
istrators. 

“We’re bulging at the seams,”
said Carolyn McAllister, who will
begin her first year as principal of
Plew Elementary.

The growth is echoed by Ruckel
Middle School Principal Debra
Collins Goolsby, who has had to
hire teachers to handle the new stu-
dents. “We had 860 kids last year,
and already 920 this year, with the
possibility of 17 more,” said
Goolsby. 

Lewis School is growing in
numbers as well as in grades. With
the recent completion of five class-
rooms, Lewis is ready to finalize its
transition from a middle school to a
K-8 school. 

Last year, Lewis started incor-
porating students in grades 2
through 5 from now-closed
Valparaiso Elementary. The merger 

Our Homes (SOH) passed by state
voters in 1992. 

The SOH amendment limits
increases in the assessed value of
homes covered by the homestead
exemption—the primary home of
Florida residents who claim the
exemption—to no more than 3 per-

cent each year. The amendment was
approved by voters during one of
Florida’s housing booms, when
housing values skyrocketed and
some elderly homeowners, it was
said, were forced out of their long-
time dwellings because they could
no longer pay the taxes on the rapid-
ly increasing assessed value, espe-

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

With Okaloosa County property
values declining for the fourth straight
year, some homeowners might be sur-
prised to read their Truth in Millage
(TRIM) notices later this week and
learn that their assessed taxable value
went up anyway.

The culprit is the so-called “recap-
ture rule,” says Pete Smith, Okaloosa

County Property Appraiser.
The good news, says Florida

House Rep. Matt Gaetz, a Republican
who represents the Twin Cities area,
is that state voters will get a chance to
authorize the Legislature to repeal the
unpopular rule next year.

Smith said that the recapture rule
was implemented by the Florida
Cabinet following the state constitu-
tional amendment known as the Save

Alleged crime
victim charged 

TRIM notices due, A-3.

By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Twin Cities residents who vote early will be able to
cast their ballots closer to home next year.

Niceville City Hall will be added as Okaloosa
County’s fourth early voting location, according to
county Supervisor of Elections Paul Lux. 

Okaloosa County registered
voters who wanted to vote early in
past elections had to travel to one
of three sites outside the Niceville-
Valparaiso area: the University of
Florida REEF in Shalimar, Bob
Sikes Public Library in Crestview
or the Supervisor of Elections
main office in Crestview. 

The Legislature allowed early
voting starting in 2002. In
November 2008, the most recent

presidential election, fully 35.6 percent of Okaloosa
County ballots were cast in early voting, according to
elections officials.  During the 2010 general election
early voting accounted for 21.8 percent of ballots.

Niceville will be the only 2012 addition to the origi-
nal three early voting locations in the county. It was
added after analyzing the demographics of those who 
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Wednesday, noon

The History
Sandwiched-In
presentation at the
Heritage Museum, 115
Westview Ave., will be
“Bring a Vietnam POW
home.”

Col. Leroy Thornal,
Ret. USAF, will tell of
one man’s promise to
bring POWs from
Vietnam back to their
families in the U.S.

Bring a lunch and
enjoy this free lecture.

Call 678-2615 to
reserve a seat.

Wednesday, 6-8 p.m.

The Niceville
Assembly of God, 108
Highway 85 N., will
hold a block party and
hot rod show. 

All are welcome to
enjoy the festivities,
including face painting,
hamburgers and hot
dogs, obstacle course
and more. 

Info: 678-2023.

Tuesday, 6 p.m.

The Friends of the
Niceville Library will
hold its next book
discussion at the
library. 

The book to be
discussed is Tracy
Chevalier’s
“Remarkable
Creatures.” Limited
copies are available at
the library.

Info: 678-4411.

Calendar, B-2.

COMINGUP
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Niceville to be
added as site 
for early voters

By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

The Niceville City Council has switched
providers for up to $2.65 million in bank loans,
after learning that the bank orig-
inally chosen had inadvertently
understated its interest rate, and
was therefore not the lowest
bidder. 

During a meeting Aug. 9, the
council was briefed by financial
advisor Bill Fray, of Fray
Municipal Securities, who said
that a closer examination of fig-
ures from Branch Banking and
Trust Co. (BB&T), which had
been chosen from among eight banks bidding on
the city’s $2.65 million in new loans, revealed that
it had not been the lowest bidder after all. 

Fray said that BB&T had mistakenly provided
inaccurate figures for the “true interest cost” of their
loans, making it actually the second lowest bidder,
after Hancock Bank.

Fray said the error by BB&T was not intentional, 

Citing error,
city of Niceville
switches lender

New police
chief takes
oath of office
Niceville Mayor Randall Wise
administered the oath of office to
David Popwell, the city’s new chief
of police, at the Aug. 9 city council
meeting. He succeeds Brian
Cruttenden, who retired after 32
years with the department, 14 as
chief.  After a career in the Air
Force Security Forces, Popwell
started as a part-time Niceville
police officer in 2002, then went full
time two years later.
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Influx of students

Schools scheduled to open Monday 
as enrollment rises, programs are added

Please see STUDENTS, page A-2

Matt Gaetz

Paul Lux

Bill Fray 

Measure would curb automatic tax hikes



will be completed next week with
75 kindergarten and first-grade
students, who will use the new
wing, which is apart from the “big
kids,” said Lewis Principal Mike
Fantaski.

Bluewater Elementary
increased its numbers this year to
804 students, from 763 in fall
2010, according to the Okaloosa
County School District.

Area high schools also report
increased enrollment, evident at

Niceville and Collegiate high
schools, and the secondary-school
division of Rocky Bayou
Christian School.

So many students applied to
Collegiate High that it had to hold
an admissions lottery.

Last year at this time, Niceville
High School had 1,883 students
enrolled, while this year it has
1,897, and officials expect even
more by opening day.  Principal
Marcus Chambers said numbers
have exceeded projections, partly
because of the arrival of new resi-
dents.  “We have enrolled a num-

ber of new students,” he said.
Michael Mosley, superintend-

ent of Rocky Bayou Christian
School, reports 6 percent enroll-
ment growth, necessitating an
increase in school staff, including
two new administrators who are
spouses of 7th Special Forces
Group members.

By no means are all new stu-
dents in area schools from families
of the 7th SFG, a 2,200-member
Army unit that has transferred
from Fort Bragg, N.C.

“There’s a lot of variety, with
the Navy, Army and Air Force,”

said McAllister.
Goolsby said, “Three are from

the Army, but most are from the
Air Force.” 

Meantime, schools  are chang-
ing curriculum and adding pro-
grams.

One addition to the Plew
Elementary School curriculum
this year is an infusion of the arts
into each subject. 

“We are working with the
University of Central Florida for
arts integration across content,”
said McAllister. 

That is, art will be tied in to les-

sons in every subject, whether stu-
dents will create artistic interpreta-
tions of literature or view historic
renderings of battles to tie in with
social studies.

Rocky Bayou, which began
classes Aug. 11, will introduce a
career-oriented innovation. 

“We are starting a ‘Jan. term’
for high school students the first
two weeks back in January,” said
Mosley. 

“This break-out session will
give kids an idea of what they
want to do” after high school
through internships, college and

science trips, and an interesting
array of classes, from convention-
al to offbeat, Mosley said.

For Ruckel, the focus is on
maintaining academic excellence.
The middle school last year took
top scores in Okaloosa County for
FCAT reading, math, writing and
science. 

Even so, there is always room
for improvement. 

“We are adding three classes of
intensive math,” said Goolsby, “so
all kids are on grade level.” Last
year, 84 percent of sixth graders
were on grade level for math, a
number trumped by 89 percent in
seventh grade and 97 percent in
eighth. But Goolsby will not be
satisfied until that number is 100
percent.

In order to better reach the stu-
dents who are struggling in math,
Ruckel has implemented Kid’s
College, an interactive website
which uses a sports-themed video
game to teach children about
math, science and reading. 

Real world and Academic
Meet is a program unique to
Ruckel. Now in its fourth year,
RAM gives students the opportu-
nity to connect science and math
to the real world. 

For instance, this year, the
“RAM plan includes grade-wide
activities such as sixth graders par-
ticipating in Challenger simula-
tions,” said a letter from Goolsby
to the parents of Ruckel students.

Edge Elementary, led by
Principal Shelly Arneson, is yet
another area school giving kids
opportunities to get real world-
applicable learning. 

It is no surprise that a woman
who wrote a book about school
leadership would expound on the
idea by bringing it to the student
level.

“On early release days, we will
have ‘Leadership Clubs,’” said
Arneson. Each staff member gets
involved to host or co-host a lead-
ership club, which can range from
a sign language club and chess
club to Edge Idol, based on
American Idol, and LEAD club,
where students experience a day in
the life of an administrative assis-
tant. 

“The schedule on early release
days are chopped off, so we decid-
ed to maximize the day and use it
as something unique—a learning
and leading opportunity,” said
Arneson.

The faculty members choose a
club and then become the mentors
for the students who sign up for
the club they would like to attend
throughout the year. 

“This builds community
among students,” said Arneson.
“The older students see how the
younger kids can shine.” 

Niceville High School has
come under new leadership, with
Principal Marcus Chambers tak-
ing the helm from Linda Smith,
who retired.

Officials of two other schools
serving the Twin Cities area,
Bluewater Elementary and Destin
Middle, did not return phone calls
seeking comment before press
time.

STUDENTS
From page A-1

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

1181 E. John Sims Parkway,
Niceville, Florida 32578

(850) 678-1080  •  Fax: 729-3225
info@baybeacon.com

The Bay Beacon
& Beacon Express

Stephen W. Kent
Editor and Publisher

Bunni Farnham
Advertising Representative

Candice Legge
Graphic Artist

Mike Lewis
Graphic Artist

Ignacio Macasaet
Graphic Artist

Dan Ewbank
Advertising Representative

Deborah Tipton
Receptionist

Karon Dey
Bookkeeper 

Molly Mosher
Editorial Assistant

The Bay Beacon and Beacon
Express, incorporating the Bluewater

Breeze, is published every
Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises

Inc. Free total-market home delivery
to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater
Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-
Walton County from Villa Tasso to
Basin Bayou, including Choctaw
Beach. Subscriptions:  One year,
mail, $104. One year, electronic

subscription, $52.

Niceville’s Newspaper

Sara Kent
Advertising Director

Page A-2                                                                                                                                                       Wednesday, August 17, 2011THE BAY BEACON

SHOPPERS VALUE
BLEACH

SYLVANIA
LIGHT BULBS

96 OZ CTN.
LIMIT 2 W/ ADDITIONAL PURCHASE

4 PK. 40-100 WATT
LIMIT 2 W/ ADDITIONAL PURCHASE

ANGUS BEEF
CHUCK ROAST

78¢

$2.88LB

78¢

BONELESS

BONELESS

TURKEY
DRUMSTICK 98¢

LB
BOSTON BUTT

PORK ROAST OR
COUNTRY STYLE RIBS

(FAMILY PACK)

$1.45LB

ANGUS BEEF
NEW YORK STRIP

STEAK
$5.98LB

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

$2.78LB
BONELESS

FRESH WHOLE
FRYING CHICKEN 98¢

LB

GOLDEN, RIPE
DOLE BANANAS 47¢

LB

COCA-COLA AND
ALLIED PRODUCTS $4.9920 PK CANS

GATORADE
THIRST QUENCHER

8PK, 20 OZ BTL.

BLUE BELL
ICE CREAM $2.99

1/2 GAL.

FLORIDA’S NATURAL
ORANGE JUICE $2.75

$4.55
59 OZ CTN.

75¢KRAFT
MACARONI & CHEESE $1.87

DELUXE OR HOMESTYLE, 9.4-14 OZ BOX

CHICKEN OF THE SEA
CHUNK LIGHT TUNA

$1.49KELLOGG’S CEREAL
APPLE JACKS, FRUIT LOOPS, CORN POPS,

CORN FLAKES, RICE KRISPIES, FROSTED FLAKES,
OR RAISIN BRAN CRUNCH, 17-25 OZ BOX

$2.77 SARA LEE IRON KIDS
SANDWICH BREAD

24 OZ PKG

OIL OR WATER, 5 OZ CAN

RED GUITAR
SANGRIA

750 ML

CULINARY CIRCLE
PIZZA $3.98

12.01-33.5 OZ PKG.

BORDEN
CHEESE $1.78

SHREDDED OR CHUNK, 8 OZ PKG.

FISHINTM

FLOUNDER FILETS$3.98
16 OZ, FROZEN

SHOPPER’S VALUE
ICE CREAM $4.44

140 OZ PAIL

FRONTERA
WINE $7.50

1.5 LTR

$3.99

CRISCO
OIL $3.33

GENERAL MILLS CEREAL
LUCKY CHARMS, GOLDEN GRAHAMS, COCOA PUFFS,

CINNAMON TOAST CRUNCH, REESE’S PEANUT
BUTTER PUFFS, HONEY NUT CHEERIOS, 16-18 OZ BOX

$2.77

YELLOW
ONIONS $1.583 LB BAG

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

Plus 10% Added
at Register

VIVA
PAPER TOWELS

$5.55
6 CT. OR CHOOSE A SIZE

COTTONELLE
BATH TISSUE

$5.55
12 DBL ROLL

VEGETABLE, CANOLA, CORN OR
NATURAL BLEND, 48 OZ. BTL.

FLAVORITE
KETCHUP $1.36

32-36 OZ BTL.

• 66 State Road 20 •  
Freeport, Florida 32439

• 1015 John Sims Parkway East •
Niceville, Florida 32578

Prices Effective: Wed., Aug. 17 - Tues., Aug. 23, 2011

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES Plus 10% added at the Register
We accept Visa, Master Card, Discover or American Express • EBT & WIC Available at both locations • We sell stamps for the same price as the Post Office.

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, NONE SOLD TO DEALERS, QUANTITY RIGHTS RESERVED, WE SELL MONEY ORDERS AND STAMPS. (ITEM LIMIT 6 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED). NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL OR ILLUSTRATION ERRORS.

SEE STORE FOR MORE GREAT BARGAINS!!!
EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

Plus 10% Added
at Register

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

Plus 10% Added
at Register

New!
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Month of August
Teaching

the Jitterbug!

-Ballroom
-Rhythm

-Swing
-Latin

-Night  
Club

850-200-7348

Ballroom

1047 E. John C. Sims Pkwy., Palm Plaza, Niceville
stepbystepballroom.com

Step by Step
Dance Party
every 2nd  &

4th Friday
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The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville
LEE MULLIS, MD
• Over 25 Years Experience

• National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
• A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon

Lee Mullis, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon 

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
• Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
• 15 Years Experience
•  A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

• CATARACTS                   
• DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •  (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •  (850) 682-5338

• GLAUCOMA 
• RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive • Niceville
678-2514

f you’re carrying a “B” or better
average and have a good driving
record, you may be eligible for a

substantial discount on your
auto insurance
premiums through 
Auto-Owners Insurance
Company. Stop in our
agency and ask us about it!

CLIMATE CONTROL SPECIAL
Receive 1/2 OFF

First Month OR ONE

Month FREE!

1466 Cedar St., Niceville

Affordable
Climate Control
Mini Storage

Rental Available
*Storage Supplies/Boxes

Call for Details
(850) 897-3314 $8800

SPECIAL
(NON-CLIMATE)

Mid-Bay Plaza, Bluewater Bay 897-4466

Find
us onRitz Salon

Available at:

Biomega is the first haircare system that is able to suspend a
functional dose of Omega-rich natural oils within a water-based
system and infuse them into the hair to:
REPLENISH hair’s natural depleted oils, infusing vital moisture and
brilliant shine
REPAIR damage for maximum strength and elasticity
RENEW the healthy look and feel of color-treated hair
A BRILLIANT SOLUTION FOR EVERY HAIR TYPE

DISCOVER THE BIOMEGA BREAKTHROUGH FOR
HEALTHIER HAIR & LONGER LASTING COLOR
Ultra-gentle formulations with NO sulfates, parabens, gluten or
sodium chloride*

www.DiamondWorksJewelry.com
Park Place Plaza, Next to Santa Rosa Mall

323 Page Bacon Rd., Mary Esther
850-244-5252  |  Mike Tarbuck, Jeweler-Owner

JEWELRY REPAIR
NEXT DAY SERVICE
REMOUNTS
CUSTOM DESIGN

Custom Designs
Restyling 
Resizing
Repairing
Replacing

We do it all!
Preferred Jeweler from

Gilmore’s JewelryDiamond Works inc.

Since 1986
Oak Creek Shopping Center

Niceville • 678-1593  •  9-7 Mon.-Sat.
www.bayoubookcompany.com

Vintage Dude Collection

is available at....

Experience you can count on from
Your Neighborhood Agents!

Ask us about our Military Advantage Rebate Program

Call 850-279-4332
4534 Hwy 20 East, Bluewater Bay (Merchants Walk)

Each office independetly owned and operated.

1597 Pine Street 1,296 3/2 $ 97,500
1856 Bayshore Drive 1,706 3/2 $169,000
102 Poplar  Place 1,513 3/2 $196,000
1098 Forest Lake Terrace 1,767 4/2 $234,000
806 St. Joseph Cove 2,612 5/2.5 $275,000
101 Jasmine Place 2,159 4/3 $280,000
1395 Windward Way 2,646 4/3 $349,900
1332 Windward Way 3,348 4/2.5 $520,000

THIS WEEKS FEATURED HOMES:

TOO LATE!  UNDER CONTRACT

TRIM notices soon in the mail
By Del Lessard
Beacon Staff Writer

Okaloosa County Property
Appraiser Pete Smith’s office
will begin sending Truth in
Millage (TRIM) notices Friday
to people who own taxable
property.

TRIM notices, mailed annu-
ally to taxpayers, are not bills,
but are notices to taxpayers of
proposed property taxes on
each property by each applica-
ble taxing authority. 

TRIM notices include, for
home and other property own-
ers, the assessed value of their
property, as determined by the
property appraiser’s office, as
well as any exemptions granted
and the final taxable value.

In Okaloosa County there
are 19 taxing authorities that
levy ad valorem property taxes:
county government, the school
board, nine cities, six inde-
pendent fire districts, water
management and county parks.
Each of those taxing authorities
annually sets a tax rate in mills,
called the millage rate. Tax
bills can be calculated by mul-
tiplying a property’s taxable
value by the millage rate set by
each applicable tax district in
which the property is located.

Each taxing district is
required to set a tentative, or
proposed, millage rate and pro-
vide that to the property
appraiser’s office no later than

Aug. 4. The proposed millage
rates generally can stay the
same or be reduced during pub-
lic hearings by each taxing
authority at which each entity
will give final approval to its
own budget and the final mill-
age rate. 

The new millage rates go
into effect at the beginning of
the new fiscal year, which is
Oct. 1 for most taxing authori-
ties, except the school board,
whose fiscal year starts July 1.

The TRIM notice will give
each property owner the time,
date and location of budget
hearings where final millage
rates will be set. 

Property owners who
believe the market value
appearing on the TRIM notice
exceeds the fair market value of
their property as of Jan. 1,
2011, are encouraged to con-
tact the property appraiser’s
office to speak with an apprais-
er. If after discussing the facts

with an appraiser, property
owners still believe the market
value assessment is excessive,
they can petition the County
Value Adjustment Board for a
hearing before a special magis-
trate. Petition forms are avail-
able at the property appraiser’s
office or from the clerk of
court. There is a $15 refund-
able filing fee for petitions
addressing value or exemp-
tions. The filing deadline is
Sept. 13.

Taxing Proposed Final Percent
jurisdiction millage 2011 millage 2010 change
Okaloosa County .............. 3.2899 ............. 3.2899 ............ 0.0%
Okaloosa Co. Schools........ 7.7690 ............. 7.5340 ............ 3.1%
NWF Water Dist................. 0.0400 ............. 0.0450 ......... -11.1%
Mstu- Parks ..................... 0.1800 ............. 0.1800 ............ 0.0%
Cinco Bayou..................... 2.3000 ............. 2.1000 ............ 9.5%
Crestview ........................ 5.8466 ............. 5.8466 ............ 0.0%
Destin ............................. 1.4550 ............. 1.4550 ............ 0.0%
Fort Walton Beach............. 4.5383 ............. 4.5383 ............ 0.0%
Laurel Hill......................... 3.5000 ............. 3.5000 ............ 0.0%
Mary Esther ..................... 3.0000 ............. 2.6435 .......... 13.5%
Niceville .......................... 3.6500 ............. 3.6301 ............ 0.5%
Shalimar .......................... 2.0000 ............. 2.0000 ............ 0.0%
Valparaiso ....................... 4.0644 ............. 3.9330 ............ 3.3%
Destin Fire Dist. ................ 1.0000 ............. 1.0000 ............ 0.0%
E. Niceville Fire Dist. .......... 2.3700 ............. 2.3500 ............ 0.9%
Florosa Fire Dist. ............... 1.0000 ............. 1.0000 ............ 0.0%
North Bay Fire Dist............. 2.3500 ............. 2.2500 ............ 4.4%
Ocean City Fire Dist ........... 2.0000 ............. 2.0000 ............ 0.0%
Ok. Island Fire Dist ............ 3.0655 ............. 2.7949 ............ 9.7%

Source: Okaloosa County Appraiser

cially for homes on or near the
water.

The recapture rule requires
county property appraisers to
annually increase assessed val-
ues on homesteaded properties,
which have previously been
shielded by SOH and whose
market values are greater than
last year’s assessed values, by 3
percent, or the Consumer Price
Index, whichever is less. 

“Therefore, if you have pre-
viously accrued SOH benefits,
your 2011 assessed value will be
increased by 1.5 percent (this
year’s CPI increase),” said
Smith.

Because of the many vari-

ables that affect the value of
Okaloosa County’s 45,100
homesteaded properties (out of
a total of
1 0 4 , 5 5 3
p a r c e l s
c o u n t y -
w i d e ) ,
Smith said
his office
does not
track how
many prop-
erty owners
may actual-
ly see their property assess-
ments go up this year because of
the recapture rule.

Rep. Gaetz called the recap-
ture rule “an insidious tax of the
Lawton Chiles era,” referring to
the late governor under whose

administration the rule was
implemented.

Gaetz continued, “The good
news is that the Legislature this
year passed a proposed constitu-
tional amendment that will give
voters the chance to abolish the
recapture rule.”  If passed by a
60 percent majority in a referen-
dum, the measure would, among
other things, authorize the
Legislature to repeal the rule

The proposed Florida consti-
tutional amendment would also
limit the property tax increase
on non-homesteaded properties
to 5 percent a year, Gaetz said,
half the current 10 percent limit. 

Extending SOH-like protec-
tions to non-homesteaded prop-
erties will help the state attract
more business capital, the law-

maker said.  Businesses and
investors hate uncertainty, he
said, including the uncertainty
that rapidly rising property val-
ues could result in huge tax
increases.

The Legislature’s proposed
constitutional amendment cor-
rects the unintended tax shift—
from homesteaded property
owners to businesses and other
property owners—created by
the original SOH amendment,
Gaetz said.

The proposed amendment
will be on the ballot either dur-
ing the Presidential Preference
Primary—whose date has not
been finalized but is tentatively
scheduled for Jan. 31, 2012—or
the Nov. 6, 2012, general elec-
tion.

TAX
From page A-1

Pete Smith



The girl allegedly admitted to
deputies that she had sexual
intercourse with the two men.
One of the men, unemployed,
was arrested June 27. The other,
a student, was arrested July 19.

Both men were charged with
lewd and lascivious battery on
someone between 12 and 16
years old, according to sheriff’s
reports. 

Deputies subsequently
obtained a statement from a
Niceville police detective stat-
ing that on March 4, the girl was
allegedly involved in another

incident in which she had sexual
relations with “older boys.” The
detective stated that she warned
the girl that if she continued to
have a sexual relationship with
any male, she would be prose-
cuted.

On Aug. 9, the man arrested
July 19 pleaded no contest to a
lesser charge of felony battery in

return for dismissal of the origi-
nal charge, according to court
records.  He was sentenced to
probation and ordered to under-
go counseling, according to
authorities.

The disposition of the second
man’s case had not been con-
cluded as of press time, accord-
ing to authorities.

CHARGED
From page A-1
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Choose Baywalk, you deserve the best!
4566 Hwy 20E, Ste. 104 • Niceville • www.baywalk2.com

FIRST CLASS CUSTOM BUILT HOME
Located in Rocky Bayou on Lake
Henderson. Luxurious details throughout.
Handicap Accessible. 4 Bedrooms-3 Baths.
Perfect In-Law Suite with kitchenette-
Elevator. Call for a Feature Sheet of all the
Extras. 4,519 Sq. Ft. $637,126.

Grand Oaks! Unique Waterfront
Community. Southern Style Cottage Home
featuring: Dining Room, Family Room,
Den/Office and spacious kitchen. Master
Down with 2 up. Screened Porch 25k full-
house generator. Deep Water Dock. Unique
Award Winning Subdivision. 2570 Sq.Ft.
$490,000.

DISTINCTIVE HOME located in Magnolia
Plantation a Gated Community. Custom
Built home with Top of the Line Custom
Cabinets, Granite, Upgrades throughout.
Crafted Architectural Detailing. Pool –
Enclosed: 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths. $499,000.

EXCEPTIONALLY WELL CARED FOR
home located in Cedar Ridge subdivision.
2/2 Well Cared for Home with Many
Updates. Bathroom totally renovated 2008.

Roof Replaced 2007. A/C/Heating
Replaced 2005. Freshly Painted, 2 Car
Garage, Florida Room--A Must See!
$159,000.

Magnolia Plantation: a Gated
Community. Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath all
Brick Home with Heated and Cooled
Florida Room. Tile in all wet areas and
family room. Spacious kitchen with
Breakfast area and large dining room. 2
car garage. New A/C. Home shows like
NEW!!! 2055 Sq.Ft. $270,000-Seller pays
$2500 of buyers closing cost with
acceptable offer.

BEST PRICED HOME IN BWB: Roof 2003
A/C System 2010, Freshly Painted, Florida
Room, .42 acre lot. Sold AS IS $185,000.

GARDEN OAKS CONDO 2 Bedrooms, 2
Baths. A must See: $135,000.

NEED SOMEONE TO WORK THROUGH
YOUR SHORT SALES WITH YOU?

CALL JANE

RENTALS  NEEDED! 
INVENTORY EXHAUSTED!

CALL 
Jane Rainwater:
(850) 897-1101
1-888-390-4450

Life’s even 
better when 
you get your 
premium back.

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
    

Bo Burns, Agent
1811 John Sims Parkway

Niceville, FL  32578
Bus: 850-678-3441

bo.burns.cvly@statefarm.com

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
    

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
    

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
    

bo.burns.cvly@statefarm.com
Bus: 850-678-3441
Niceville, FL  32578

1811 John Sims Parkway
Bo Burns, Agent
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www.orthoassociates.net
www.oaspine.com

ORTHOPAEDIC ASSOCIATES
and The Spine Institute at Orthopaedic Associates

Niceville • (850) 678-2249
554-D Twin Cities Blvd.
Destin • (850) 837-3926
36500 Emerald Coast Pkwy.
Ft. Walton • (850) 863-2153
1034 Mar Walt Drive

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE
Weekends & After 5 p.m.
Appointments Available

ServiceMaster
of the Emerald Coast

(850) 678-8400

CARPET SPECIAL
3 Rooms & Hall $99

Sofa & Love Seat $99
20% Off Duct Cleaning

With

co
upon

Tile, Grout, & Duct Work Cleaning

1170 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

2-Piece Chicken Dinner
1-Homestyle Veggie

Choice of Bread

EVERYBODY LOVES
CHICKEN!

$399
Gallon

Tea
$200

8-Piece
Chicken

Only
$599

TAKE-OUT ONLY
Call Ahead for Pickup at Drive-Thru

Limited Time Offer

850-729-2262

NO LIMITS!

voted early, Lux said. The analysis
showed that other than those who
live near early voting sites, the
greatest number came from the
Niceville area, he said.

Early voting allows registered

voters to cast ballots at any of a
few central sites in an eight-day
period before election day.  Those
who don’t vote early may vote by
absentee ballot, or may cast their
vote in the traditional manner on
election day in the polling place in
their home precinct. The county is
divided into 52 voting precincts.

Florida House Bill 1355 signed
by Gov. Rick Scott May 19,
changed several state election
laws, including reducing early
voting from a two-week period to
an eight-day period, beginning the
10th day before the election,
according Tiffany Rivera, spokes-
woman for the county elections
office. The change requires early
voting at each site to be open for
six to 12 hours a day. The
Legislature explained the change
as a cost-saving measure, accord-
ing to Rivera.

Because 2012 is a presidential
election year, there’ll be an extra
date to vote next year. 

First is the Presidential
Preference Primary, tentatively
scheduled for Jan. 31, 2012.  Early
voting schedules haven’t been set
because the primary date is subject
to change.

Next is the primary election,
set for Aug. 14, 2012.   Early vot-

ing for the August primary will
take place Aug. 4-11, Lux said.
Hours are yet to be determined,
though they likely will be eight
hours each day, except Sunday,
which will likely be six hours.

The general election is Nov. 6,
2012.  Early voting for the general
election is scheduled Oct. 27-Nov.
3. Hours will be 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
each day, except Sunday, which
will likely be eight hours, Lux
said.

The Niceville City Council
Chambers, 208 N. Partin Drive,
has previously only been used as
the sole polling place for the city’s
own mid-July municipal elections
held every second year. The coun-
cil chambers are not a regular
precinct polling place on Election
Day, but are being added as an
early voting site for the conven-
ience of any Okaloosa County
registered voter who wishes to
vote early, according to Lux. 

VOTERS
From page A-1

0%Interest for 60 months
www.QualityMazda.com | 850-863-2161 | 1006 N. Beal Pkwy. | Fort Walton Beach

and that bank officials “couldn’t
have been nicer” about disclos-
ing the error and apologizing
for the mistake in their original
figures. 

Fray said that Jacksonville-
based BB&T had originally
submitted true interest cost fig-
ures that did not take into
account all the legal fees associ-

ated with closing the loan
agreement with the city. When
selected as the city’s loan
provider during the previous
city council meeting held July
28, BB&T had offered the city
the lowest true interest costs of
2.09013 percent for refinancing
the city’s sales tax bonds, and
2.072718 percent for refinanc-
ing the city’s gas tax bonds.

When the extra legal costs
were included, said Fray,

Branch’s true interest cost
climbed to slightly less than
2.23 percent for refinancing the
city’s sales tax bonds, and to
just over 2.17 percent for refi-
nancing the city’s gas tax
bonds. 

This left Mississippi-based
Hancock Bank, with a branch in
Niceville, as the new lowest
bidder, with a true interest cost
of just over 2.15 percent for the
sales tax bond refinancing and

just under 2.13 percent for the
gas tax bonds.

After hearing from Fray, the
city council voted to select
Hancock Bank as the loan
provider. The new bank loans
will refinance bonds previously
issued by the city at interest
rates of 3.75 percent, thus low-
ering the interest to be paid.

The city plans to borrow up
to $2.65 million to refinance
other debt.

LENDER
From page A-1

 

Adella Gilbert, 15, 
Niceville, 

Lewis School student

Michelle Thomas, 41,
Niceville, 
teacher

Larry McGee, 55,
Valparaiso, 

Destin Wal-Mart employee

Ricky Brown, 47, 
Crestview, 

military

“I think they should
balance it, but I’m not
an authority on how.”

“They shouldn’t do it
on the backs of the
middle class, or cut

Medicare, Medicaid or
Social Security. The
rich should pay their

fair share.”

“They should
balance the budget.
As for how—Beats
me! As for when—

Soon!”

Michael Low, 43,
Niceville, 

forestry technician

“They should
balance the budget,

but over a long
period of time, like

ten years, to reduce
economic
hardship.”

“The budget needs to
be decided by the
end of the year—

before it’s too late.”

Pat Evans, 66, 
Freeport, 
housewife

“Yes, they should, but
I don’t know how to
go about it. It’s not

the direction they’ve
been taking—that’s

for sure.”

—  by Mike Griffith

Should the federal government balance its budget,
and if so, when and how?

Location: 
Wal-Mart

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com. Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.

The INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER —  by Mike Griffith

(850) 243-1233
505 Mary Esther Cut Off NW, FWB

INVENTORY RREEDDUUCCTTIIOONN SALE!

One Million Sq. Ft. of Flooring in Stock!

-Prices too low, selections too large



Stronger, faster Knights may surprise
By Kenneth Books
Beacon Staff Writer

The Rocky Bayou Christian
School football team, loser of
eight of 10 games in 2010, is like-
ly to surprise some opponents
this year who expect a pushover.

With only 22 players at first
practice, the team will have to
play several of them on both
offense and defense. Anticipating
that outcome, they have been
working hard on conditioning
since the end of last season.
Where before there were boys,
now there are men and some are
brutes.

Head Coach Josh Childers is
optimistic.

“I think we’ll have a pretty
good year,” he said, crediting
“senior leadership” for the obvi-

ous improvement in the team.
“One thing we’re working on

is overall team unity,” Childers
said. “Last year, we established
the work ethic.”

Childers cites the apostle
Paul, who said believers are one
body in Christ, as a basis for his
unity theme.

“If your job is to sit on the
sideline and cheer, you’re just as
important as the quarterback,” he
said.

This year’s quarterback,
Caleb McCullough, is new to the
position. The difference, he said,
is there is “more pressure—
doing the right thing.”

In practices, McCullough dis-
played a strong, accurate arm and
foot speed that could enable him
to scramble out of trouble in
games.

The whole theme of the 2011
Knights is speed and power.

“We’ve got some seniors who
have been with us for four years,”

said Assistant Coach David
Williams. “We’ve gotten stronger
and faster and we’re doing a lot
of conditioning.”

And this year, for the first
time, the varsity will have a feed-
er system in the works with the
initial junior varsity Rocky
Bayou football team, composed
of seventh, eighth and ninth
graders. Childers said some of
the ninth graders are likely to be
called up to the varsity before the
end of the season.

Brandon Mallawong, offen-
sive and defensive line coach,
was as optimistic as his peers
about this season.

“We’re a little bigger and I’m
seeing some really good aggres-
sion,” he said.

Childers said several of the

players are deep squatting 400
pounds or more and are making
great strides in bench pressing
and power lifting.

Kenny Wells, a freshman,

watched a recent practice while
he recovered from an injured
wrist. This is his first year play-
ing football, as his family moved
from Clovis, N.M., where the
school had no football program.
He’s a home-schooled student
who wants to play for the
Knights when he heals.

“I want to play defense,” he
said. “I like hitting people.”

The key to the season for the
Knights will be playing as a
cohesive unit and using the new
strength and agility the players
are displaying in practice.

“This year, we’re really
strong,” said senior Cooper
Eaves, a linebacker and offensive
and defensive lineman. “We’re
going to put some Ws on the
board.”
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Freshman
designated
rising star
Sophia Bergmann of
Niceville participated in the
AAU National Club
Championships/ESPN Rise
Games at the ESPN Wide
World of Sports at Disney in
July, competing in the girls
Youth division and silver
medaled in discus, shot-put
and a new sport for her,
javelin, earning the ESPN
Rising Star awards in all
three events. She will be a
freshman this year at
Niceville High School, where
she is on the swim team and
will compete in track and
field.

Center for Women’s Health
131 E. Redstone Ave., Suite 109

Crestview, FL 32539
850-683-1100

Monday – Thursday  
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Charles McFatter, M.D.
Board Certified  
in Gynecology

Independent Member of  the Medical  Staff  at  
North Okaloosa Medical  Center

With Coupon Only. 
Expires 8/23/11

With Coupon Only. 
Expires 8/23/11

With Coupon Only.  Expires 8/23/11

$1995$1695
• Change Motor Oil (up to 5 Qts.)   

10W30
• New Oil Filter 
• Most Vehicles

FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE

NOW SERVICING DIESELS
$500 OFF

(up to 5 Qts.) 10W30 • Most vehicles

OIL CHANGE

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE

$10
OFF

$10
OFF

14-Point
Service
Check

One coupon per
customer.  With coupon

only.  Cannot be
combined with other

offers.  Expires 8/23/11

• A/C Service
• Timing Belts
• Dealer

Scheduled 
Maintenance

OTHER
SERVICES

COOLING 
SYSTEM
SERVICE

$3490
Drain & Refill Radiator
with up to 1 Gallon of

Antifreeze. Pressure test
Cooling System, Inspect
Water Pump, Hoses &

Belts. With Coupon Only.
Expires 8/23/11

410 John Sims Parkway

678-1789
Mon. - Fri. 8:00-5:30 p.m.

Sat. 8:00-12:30 p.m.
(Located  Directly Behind 

Papa Johns)

More Than Just
Oil Changes!

Auto Repair

$5990
BRAKE SPECIAL

With Coupon Only.  Expires 8/23/11

With Coupon Only. 
Expires 8/23/11

As Low As

Per Axle
Most Vehicles

FREE Brake Inspection

TUNE UP

LIFE • CAR • BUSINESS

Garrett Floyd

Niceville
INSURANCE AGENCY

(850) 729-2131
www.nicevilleinsurance.com

We’ll take care of your business insurance,
while you take care of business! Contact us
today for quality business protection from
Auto-Owners Insurance Company.

In Business to
Write Business!

St. PaulPRESCHOOL
St. Paul Lutheran Church

1407 E. John Sims Parkway
Niceville

850-678-1298
www.stpaulniceville.com

www.stpaullutheranniceville.promilitary.net

Member
Evangelical Lutheran Education Association

A Florida VPK Provider
CO1OK0064

ENROLL TODAY
3 - 4 - 5 Year Olds

FREE – VPK PROGRAM

Serving the Twin Cities since
1983

WE OFFER:
•  Personalized classes
•  All teachers and staff, degreed &

experienced
•  Age & developmentally

appropriate materials
•  Secure facility 
•  Parent enrichment program
•  Field trips and classroom guests
•  Christ-centered curriculum

NHS grad
named 
all-Academic
Kaitlin Davis, a 2009 Niceville High
graduate and member of the
University of Florida track and field
throws team, has been selected for
the 2011 U.S. Track and Field and
Cross Country Coaches Association
Division I All-Academic Track & Field
team for her sophomore year. Kaitlin
finished eighth in the discus at the
2009 FHSAA Class 4A Track and Field
State Championships. She is a pre-
med student, majoring in microbiolo-
gy and cell science and was selected
last October as the 2009-2010 UF
Track and Field Freshman Scholar-
Athlete.

Knights head coach Josh
Childers watches pass prac-
tice.

Beacon photos by Kenneth Books
Rocky Bayou Christian
School football players prac-
tice handoffs.



Arrests
Andrew Jay Demboske, a

mechanic, 42, of 208
Hawthorne Circle, Fort Walton
Beach, was arrested by
Valparaiso police Aug. 1 on a
charge of driving while license
suspended or revoked, habitual
traffic offender. Subsequent to
a traffic stop for speeding, 84
mph in a 55 mph zone, police
discovered that Demboske was
driving on a license that had
been revoked in March 2010
for being a habitual traffic
offender.

* * *
Shawn Matthew Plemmons,

a cook, 28, of 107-B Kelly
Road, Niceville, was arrested
by sheriff’s deputies Aug. 5 on
a violation of probation charge
on the original charge of
domestic violence battery.

* * *
Janet R. Clampitt, 42, of

304 Reeves St., Lot F-9,
Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff’s deputies Aug. 1 on a
charge of battery. Clampitt
allegedly punched a man in the
face with a fist following a ver-
bal altercation.

* * *
Amanda Jill Davis, 33, of

571 S. Wilson St., Crestview,
was arrested by Niceville
police Aug. 2 on a charge of
retail theft. Davis allegedly
concealed an MP3 player, a
camcorder and 14 items of
clothing in a black bag then
left the store, 1140 E. John
Sims Parkway, paying for four
items worth $9.80 but not the
$198 cost of the items con-
cealed in her bag.

* * *
Joshua Lee Lopez, 32, of 8

Japonica Lane, Shalimar, was
arrested by Niceville police
Aug. 9 on a charge of aggravat-
ed assault with a deadly
weapon without intent to kill.
A Niceville resident reported
that he and Lopez had an argu-
ment in regards to Lopez being

on his property. Lopez then
allegedly pulled out a handgun,
cocked it, pointed it at the res-
ident and threatened to kill
him.

* * *
Austin Colby Orbeck, 26, of

4208 Shadow Lane, Niceville,
was arrested by sheriff’s
deputies Aug. 3 on charges of
dealing in stolen property and
fraudulently giving a false
statement regarding owner-
ship. 

On April 29 Orbeck alleged-
ly sold two loads of brass hand
railing to a Fort Walton Beach
scrap yard, 41 NW Hollywood
Blvd., receiving $96 for the
first load of 48 pounds and
$370 on the second load of 185
pounds. On May 2 Orbeck sold
a third load of brass hand rail-
ings which weighed 490
pounds for $996, fraudulently
telling the recycler that the
scrap came from remodeling
jobs he was doing for a nation-
al restaurant chain.

* * *
Benjamin Edward Keicher,

a beach service employee, 21,
of 954 Rue De Palms,
Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff’s deputies Aug. 9 on a
charge of violation of proba-
tion on original charges of bur-
glary, grand theft auto and
theft of a firearm.

* * *
Luan Bass Diaz, 56, of 304

Juniper Drive, Freeport, was
arrested by sheriff’s deputies
July 25 on charges of obtaining
controlled substance by fraud
and possession of an opiate
derivative more than 4 grams
but under 30 kilograms. On
July 25 Diaz allegedly used a
false name to pick up a
phoned-in prescription order
for 90 tablets of hydrocodone,
7.5 mg, at the Walgreens phar-
macy, 4582 E. Highway 20,
Niceville. 

Diaz was subsequently

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

Niceville 

North Bay

Fire Department Reports

The North Bay Fire Department responded to the following calls August 8, 2011, through
August 14, 2011.

Location Situation Date Time

Parkside Circle.......................................Dispatched, canceled.........08/08/11..........12:40
White Point Road ..................................Smoke scare.......................08/08/11..........14:16
N. White Point Road .............................Medical assist EMS............08/09/11..........04:26
E. Hwy. 20 & White Point Road ...........Motor vehicle accident .......08/10/11..........08:06
E. Highway 20 .......................................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/10/11..........12:43
Bay Drive & Hwy. 20 .............................Motor vehicle accident .......08/10/11..........13:56
Lancaster Drive & Hwy. 20 ...................Motor vehicle accident .......08/10/11..........14:20
Coldwater Creek Circle.........................Building fire .........................08/10/11..........19:49
Linden Avenue.......................................Building fire .........................08/10/11..........20:03
Baywind Drive........................................Building fire .........................08/10/11..........20:06
Ridgewood Cove West .........................Lightning strike....................08/10/11..........20:25
Biscayne Lane.......................................Building fire .........................08/10/11..........20:25
Lake Drive..............................................Medical assist EMS............08/11/11 ..........05:31
Chacato Cove........................................False alarm.........................08/11/11 ..........14:48
Ernest Hemingway Drive ......................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/11/11 ..........18:20
N. White Point Road .............................Alarm system......................08/12/11..........09:09
N. White Point Road .............................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/12/11..........09:19
N. White Point Road .............................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/12/11..........19:31
Merchants Way......................................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/12/11..........23:16
Merchants Way......................................Medical assist EMS............08/13/11..........11:18
White Point Road & Olde Post Road...No incident found ...............08/13/11..........11:45
N. White Point Road .............................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/14/11..........03:50
E. Highway 20 .......................................Steam, vapor, fog or dust...08/14/11..........10:59
Merchants Way......................................EMS excluding vehicle.......08/14/11..........22:25

Visit northbayfd.org for more information.

Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 

to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments, the
Okaloosa County and Walton County sheriff’s offices, other law-enforce-

ment agencies, and the Okaloosa County and Walton County jails.
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(850) 863-4187
401-B Mary Esther Blvd., Mary Esther

(Located across from Santa Rosa Mall)

A New Café in Old Niceville
Daily specials

Soups, Salads, Sandwiches, Gelato, Espresso
Quick, counter service

Call ahead for carry-out
Meeting room available by reservation
Beignets every Saturday and Sunday

10% discount for active and retired military

Tues-Sat 11-7  Sun 12-6  Closed Monday

Bring this ad for $1 off your meal purchase
BB

314 Bayshore Dr, Niceville
678-CAFÉ(2233)

www.cafebienville.com

Law Office of
SAMUEL M. PEEK

Estate Planning & Probate
Wills & Living Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives
Business Corporations & LLC

Samuel M. Peek, J.D., LL.M. Tax
678-1178

222 Government Avenue
Niceville, FL 32578

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask us to send
you free information about our qualifications and experience.

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

Please see BLOTTER, page A-7

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls August 8, 2011, through
August 14, 2011.

0 Structure Fire 20 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 2 Vehicle Crash
0 Other Fire 0 Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 8 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 6 Hazardous Conditions

Location Situation Date Time

N. Palm Boulevard.....................Medical.....................................08/08/11..................09:45
SR85N ........................................Medical ....................................08/08/11..................13:42
N. Partin Drive ............................Medical.....................................08/09/11..................10:46
Alderwood Way ..........................Medical.....................................08/09/11..................11:32
Sparkleberry Cove .....................Lock in......................................08/09/11..................17:27
E. John Sims Parkway...............Vehicle crash ...........................08/09/11..................17:34
N. Partin Drive ............................Medical.....................................08/09/11..................19:52
SR85N ........................................Smoke scare............................08/09/11..................20:49
Crooked Creek Cove.................Medical.....................................08/10/11..................10:39
Tala Way .....................................Alarm activation .......................08/10/11..................11:19
Alderwood Way ..........................Medical.....................................08/10/11..................11:42
23rd Street..................................Medical.....................................08/10/11..................13:35
Coldwater Creek Circle..............Lightning strike.........................08/10/11..................19:47
Lanman Road.............................Alarm activation .......................08/10/11..................19:59
Linden Avenue............................Lightning strike.........................08/10/11..................20:03
Red Maple Way..........................Lightning strike.........................08/10/11..................20:21
Biscayne Lane............................Lightning strike.........................08/10/11..................20:25
Pine Avenue ...............................Alarm activation .......................08/10/11..................20:54
E. John Sims Parkway...............Alarm activation .......................08/10/11..................21:21
McEwen Drive ............................Lightening strike.......................08/10/11..................21:32
Pine Court...................................Medical.....................................08/11/11..................10:32
E. John Sims Parkway...............Medical.....................................08/11/11..................16:02
Bayshore Drive...........................Canceled..................................08/11/11..................20:10
26th Street ..................................Medical.....................................08/12/11..................05:31
Kildare Circle ..............................Medical.....................................08/12/11..................07:15
E. College Boulevard .................Fuel spill ...................................08/12/11..................07:32
N. Partin Drive ............................Medical.....................................08/12/11..................17:00
E. John Sims Parkway...............Medical.....................................08/13/11..................03:19
Linden Avenue............................Medical.....................................08/13/11..................07:22
N. Partin Drive ............................Medical.....................................08/13/11..................12:26
Everglade Drive..........................Medical.....................................08/13/11..................12:51
Davis Drive .................................Medical.....................................08/14/11..................02:09
Rocky Bayou Bridge ..................False call ..................................08/14/11..................10:56
E. John Sims Parkway...............Vehicle crash ...........................08/14/11..................11:21
N. Partin Drive ............................Medical.....................................08/14/11..................20:35
Linden Avenue............................Medical.....................................08/14/11..................21:32

Weekly Safety Tip: Football season will be starting soon. There will be large crowds in
and around the stadium and a lot of traffic after the game. Be sure to use the pedestrian
crosswalks when crossing streets. The Niceville Fire Department is there for your safe-
ty and protection.

BBAARRGGAAIINN  SSPPOOTT
916 Beal Pkwy  •  Fort Walton Beach

$0 DOWN
on all vehicles

850862-7821

The Military
Specialist

Guaranteed
Auto Loans

Everyone
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arrested by deputies on an
Okaloosa County warrant on
another charge of obtaining
controlled substance by fraud.
Diaz allegedly went to the
CVS pharmacy, 4562 E.
Highway 20, April 27, and
picked up a prescription for 60
Lortab 7.5 mg tablets that had
been called in by phone the
day before. The prescribing
doctor said that he did not
know Diaz. The doctor also
advised he did not know how
the defendant had obtained his
DEA number, nor did he
authorize its use.

* * *
Hure Cobb III, a cook, 33,

of 4600 Range Road,
Niceville, was arrested by
sheriff’s deputies Aug. 9 on a
charge of domestic violence
battery by strangulation.

* * *
Jamie Bass Cavender Pope,

34, of 304 Juniper Drive,
Freeport, was arrested by sher-
iff’s deputies in Bluewater Bay
Aug. 9 on a charge of driving
without a license. 

Thefts
Valparaiso residents from

the 200 block of Chicago
Avenue returned from a day of
house hunting Aug. 6 to dis-
cover an unknown thief or
thieves had broken into their
apartment and left it in “sham-
bles,” with several items of
electronics and jewelry stolen. 

The front window of the
locked apartment had been
broken and a flat screen televi-
sion, two laptops, a video
game system and five games, a
Blu-Ray player, jewelry,
numerous CDs and DVDs, and
a 12-string acoustic guitar
were among the items missing. 

The couple’s pickup truck
was also burglarized with entry
gained through an unlocked
rear slide window. The stolen
items were valued at nearly
$6,000.

* * *
A man reported to Niceville

police that he was in the beer
aisle at the Destin Walmart
July 31 when he placed his
$900 phone on a case of beer to
free his hands so he could grab
a different case of beer. Ten
minutes later when the man
realized he had left his phone
and returned to the store, the
phone was gone. A store
employee informed the victim
that surveillance video showed
someone taking the phone.

* * *
A Niceville resident from

the 1600 block of Valparaiso
Boulevard reported Aug. 7 that
someone stole his wallet that
he left on his bed while he
went out to do a job.

* * *
A Niceville resident from

the 1700 block of Union
Avenue reported that sometime
Aug. 3 unknown person(s)
entered his residence through
the back door and removed a
safe and two firearms.

* * *
A Niceville resident from

the 200 block of Capri Cove
West reported that unknown
person(s) stole her golf cart
from outside a restaurant on
Yacht Club Drive while the
victim was inside the restau-
rant July 31. The key to the
older model, four-seat golf cart
was left in the ignition while
the victim was inside.

* * *
A Niceville resident from

the 4100 block of Whitetail
Circle reported receiving
notice that three of his checks
were cashed at convenience

stores in Fort Walton Beach
and Destin on July 3. The vic-
tim stated his checkbook may
have been taken from his vehi-
cle, but did not know when it
might have occurred. The three
checks totaled nearly $84.

* * *
A Niceville resident from

the 4200 block of Lancaster
Drive reported being woken at
about 2:35 a.m. Aug. 6 to a
loud noise coming from his
front door area. Arming him-
self with a handgun and a
flashlight, the resident noticed
no damage to the front door

and checked outside without
seeing anyone. Later that
morning the resident woke up
and noticed that his front door
had been forced open and had
sustained an estimated $2,500
damage.

* * *
A contractor who left his

pickup truck unlocked with the
windows down at a job site in
the first block of Bluewater
Bay Point Road, Niceville,
Aug. 3, reported that when the
work in the back yard was
done around 7 p.m. he discov-
ered that a GPS device, two

cell phones and the vehicle
keys had been stolen from the
vehicle. The items were valued
at about $345.

* * *
Unknown person(s) stole a

three-and-a-half-foot long
skateboard that had been left
against the garage of a home in
the first block of Lanman
Road, Niceville, while the vic-
tim was visiting for approxi-
mately 30 minutes Aug. 6,
around 10 p.m.

Criminal Mischief
Vandals caused an estimat-

ed $2,000 to the paint on a
vehicle that was “egged” July
30 in the 700 block of
Providence Way, Niceville, the
victim reported.

Other
Justin Lee Chase, 22, of 626

W. John Sims Parkway,
Niceville, was issued a notice
to appear by Niceville police
Aug. 3 on charges of posses-
sion of less than 20 grams of
marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia

* * *
On July 27 an out-of-state

driver struck and killed a black
bear while traveling north-
bound on College Boulevard,
near the Valparaiso water
tower. The driver, who was not
charged, stated he attempted to
avoid the bear when the animal
ran out in front of his vehicle,
and was struck by the front
right bumper. Florida Fish and

Wildlife officials were called
to remove the juvenile male
bear. 

Stan Kirkland, spokesman
for Florida Fish and Wildlife,
said the juvenile bear was one
of six bears, two sows and four
cubs, captured on Hurlburt

Field in December, 2010, and
removed about 15 miles to the
west on the Eglin reservation.
The tagged bear killed was
likely born in January 2010,
and weighed about 150 pounds
by the time it was killed, he
said.
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To order, please call or visit:  850-226-4111  •  EdibleArrangements.com
Mariner Plaza • 230 Eglin Parkway N.E., Fort Walton Beach
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GREAT OPPORTUNITIES
for OWNER OPERATORS!
 At FFE Transportation Services, 
we offer recession proof refrigerated 
freight, great pay, loads & miles!
- $2500 Lease Incentives – Limited Time!
- Dedicated Operating Team to Support 
    Your Business
- $.93- $1.30 per mile + FSC

 
Call 855-780-8006
Or apply at www.driveffe.com

**Are you interested in owning your own truck? 
Ask about our exciting NEW Drive to Own program.

This information is from reports by the Okaloosa County
Sheriff’s Office. A reward is offered by Emerald Coast Crime

Stoppers, 863-8477, or 1-888-654-8477. Information can also
be provided anonymously by texting “TIP214 plus the

message” to CRIMES (274637)

Okaloosa seeks fugitives
This information is from reports by the 

Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office. 

Name: Michael Fields Poore
Wanted for: grand theft and vio-
lation of probation on the origi-
nal charges of battery, fleeing
and eluding, and resisting arrest
without violence. Griggy’s last
known address was on Second
Avenue in Crestview.
Height: 6 feet, 3 inches
Weight: 180 pounds
Age: 46, Date of birth: 03-19-1965
Hair: brown, Eyes: brown

th
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By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

The Bluewater Bay Municipal
Services Benefit Unit governing
board discussed a draft letter to the
Okaloosa County Commission
requesting the county provide
labor to construct some new side-
walks in Bluewater Bay, while the
MSBU would cover the cost of
materials to build the new side-
walks. 

At a meeting Aug. 9, the
MSBU board also approved
replacing storm-damaged trees.

During the Aug. 9 meeting,
MSBU community services chair-
man Doug Burgess said he has
been working with county public
works officials to plan the side-
walk project, and the plans are
now at the stage of “dotting the I’s
and crossing the T’s.” 

Before any actual construction
can happen, however, the MSBU
must allocate funds to buy the
materials, and the county commis-
sion must approve providing coun-
ty employees to actually install the
sidewalks.

Burgess said the proposed side-
walks would be located in four
places:

—Bay Drive from the Chacato
Landing entrance to the Marina
Cove entrance.

—Winged Foot Drive from
Oakmont to the entrance of the
Winged Foot subdivision.

—Woodlands from Southwind
Drive to White Point Road.

—Southwind Drive from the
traffic circle on Bluewater
Boulevard to the entrance to
Southwind subdivision. 

Burgess said material costs of
the sidewalk projects will depend
on whether asphalt or concrete is
used.

After some discussion, the
MSBU members agreed to have
Burgess continue to study the side-
walk proposal, and report his find-
ings at the next MSBU meeting,
before actually sending a formal
request to the county commission.

The MSBU board also dis-
cussed recent storm damage to
trees along Bluewater Bay road-
ways. In particular, they discussed

the loss of four Bradford pear trees
along Bluewater Boulevard during
storms the weekend prior to the
Aug. 9 meeting. Burgess said the
recent losses bring total Bradford
pear losses to 11 trees in the last
three years. 

He recommended replacing the
lost Bradfords with Cleveland
Pears, more durable than
Bradfords but with a similar
appearance, to include flowering
each spring. The board agreed
unanimously to do the replace-
ment.

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992
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Bluewater
seeks
county 
aid on 
sidewalks

Rocky Bayou Country Club in
Niceville is the only member-
owned private country club in
the area.  Founded in 1972,
Rocky Bayou remains a fixture
in Northwest Florida golf.

The 18-hole Championship
course is nestled among several
lakes and sets itself apart with
varying terrain and elevation
changes seldom seen in
Florida.  It is one of the most
well maintained courses within a
day's drive. The course is forgiv-
ing off the tee, and while the
housing development surrounds
the course, homes are far
enough away that they rarely
come into play.  

The undulating greens are

impressive and add depth and
challenge to your round.
Whether you are an ace or a
beginner, young or old, you are
sure to enjoy your round at
Rocky Bayou Country Club. 

Tee time availability and pace
of play are excellent at Rocky
Bayou.  Dues and fees are very
reasonable, with many different
membership categories to suit
just about anyone.  Most mem-
berships include the entire fami-
ly, so Rocky Bayou is a great
place to enjoy time with your
children. Ladies Golf Night and
the Corporate Challenge Golf
League are two new programs
that are creating a buzz at the
club.

If golf is not your game, there

are plenty of other activities
always going on at Rocky
Bayou.  Regularly scheduled
dinners and parties, happy
hours, bridge groups, a swim-
ming pool and even lake fishing
are some of the many activities
on the Rocky Bayou calendar.
With their current trial member-
ship options, there has never
been a better time to join Rocky
Bayou Country Club.

For a limited time, Rocky
Bayou is offering a three-month
trial membership that includes
unlimited golf (cart rental not
included) for only $189 per
month.  A second option allows

golfers to apply for a free 10-
play card that allows them to
play up to 10 times per month
for three months at only $35 per
round, including cart.  With no
up-front fees, this pay-as-you-
go plan has no risk and no
catch.

If you have ever considered
membership at Rocky Bayou
Country Club, now is the time to
try it out.  For course and club
photos and other information
visit www.rockybayoucc.com.
For membership information
contact Andy Potter at (850)
678-3270 x4 or apotter@
rockybayoucc.com.

Rocky Bayou Country Club
Offering a three-month trial membership

Whether you are an ace or a beginner, young or old, you are sure to
enjoy your round at Rocky Bayou Country Club.

Advertising Feature

Twin Cities Transmission
and General Repair

Zen Masters, Guard Dogs,
& Welcoming Committee

““PPEEPPPPEERR””

““TTOONNYY””
(850)

729-6629

•Brakes
•Water Pumps
•Timing Belts
•Struts/Shocks

Sniffing Out Car
Problems Since 2000

In Tune with the Fumes

Pepper’s
Assistant 

Full Service Hair
For Ladies & Men

Call Today!
678-1977

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites

Shades • Hair Color
Perms

Pravana Perfection
Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

We carry RedKen Color
and Products

Kenra Haircare Products

“We guarantee to show up on time or Fix It FREE!”

389-4611 onehourair.com

NO extra charge
for

nights & weekends!

• Environmentally Friendly
• Guaranteed for 25 years
• Endless color options
• Looks like deep rich paint
• Financing Available
• Residential & Commercial

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!

$575 OFF
CLIP THIS COUPON FOR

12 Months
Same as Cash

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE EVALUATION
(850) 424-6829

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE EVALUATION
(850) 424-6829

www.RhinoShieldGulfSouth.comwww.RhinoShieldGulfSouth.com

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES - NEWBORN TO ADULT
EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• PEDIATRICS
• PREVENTIVE CARE
• SPORT & WORK PHYSICALS

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

Closed Sundays
For Reservations Call: 678-2604

714 Howell Rd. ~ Niceville, FL. 32578

Cajun
Cuisine

“Best kept secret in Niceville”
www.fqgniceville.com

Dinner: Tues.-Sat.
5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Lunch: Mon.-Fri.
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Superior Residences

2300 N. Partin Drive, Niceville
Superioralf.com (850) 897-2244

Specializing in all
types of Memory Care
• Assisted Living with

24 Hour Nursing Care
• Respite Stays
• Day Stays

Assisted Living 11712

• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies

- NOW OFFERING -
• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 • www.drbroutin.com

Merchant’s Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 08/31/11

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

124 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso (Just past Angels Are Us)• 678-2805
www.TheBoatHouseLanding.com

HOURS: 10:45 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
10:45 a.m. - 9:30 Fri. • 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining featuring Seafood, Steak & Pasta

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS
4:30 - 6:00 Every Day
NEWLY RENOVATED

LOUNGE &
ENCLOSED PATIO BAR
with Live Music Fri. & Sat. Nights

HAPPY HOUR:
3:00 - 6:00 • Mon.-Sat.

SERVING LUNCH
& DINNER

INDOOR &
OUTDOOR

SEATING

1005-A John Sims Pkwy. 
(Palm Plaza) Niceville, FL 

850-279-4361
Mon.-Tues., Thurs.-Fri.

8:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sharon M. Streeter, O.D. • Thomas A. Streeter, O.D.
Palm Eye Care

Board Certified Optometric Physicians
“A new approach to personal eye care”

Contact Lenses and Eyeglasses - Emergency Eye Injuries
Diabetes/Hypertension Management - Specialty/Bifocal 
Contact Lenses - Pediatric patients are always welcome

Sports Vision Correction for all athletes - 
Accepting TRICARE, Bluecross/BS, Medicare, 

Medicaid, AETNA, VCP, VSP, Davis Vision and Eye Med

Dr.’s Tom & Sharon Streeter

The benefits of boating
without the hassle.

10%
discount
for new

members 
through July 31SU

MMER
 PR

OMOTIO
N• Low monthly rates from $199

• Fishing Boats, Deck Boats, Bowriders
and sail boats  • Under New Ownership

• Over 60 Reciprocal locations

(850) 218-8533
www.FreedomBoatClub.com
Bluewater Bay Marina
290 Yacht Club Dr., Niceville

You don't think
Vito goes that

EXTRA
MILE

for you on his
GAS PRICES

100 Old Ferry Road, Shalimar • 651-0510



With the opening of the Mattie
Kelly Arts Center 2011-12 per-
formance season comes an oppor-
tunity for local residents to get
involved further than as spectators.
Two regional singing groups,
Schola Cantorum and Northwest
Florida Symphony Chorale, will
hold open auditions in the latter
part of August.

The Northwest Florida State
College Schola Cantorum, or
School of Singing, will conduct
auditions for additional singers on
the last two Mondays in August in
room J-312 of the music building,
Niceville campus, Aug. 22 and 29,
between 6 and 7:30 p.m. Singers
interested in auditioning should be
able to read music and have previ-
ous experience singing in choral
groups. 

The NWFSC Schola
Cantorum is made up of a diverse
group of singers from throughout
the Okaloosa-Walton area who
perform music from across the
ages, much of it being unaccom-
panied by instruments. 

The group is directed by John
Leatherwood and is comprised of
full-time students, Air Force per-
sonnel, full-time workers and
retirees. The group will prepare a
concert of Christmas pieces to be
performed in local venues in early
December. For further informa-

tion about the
group, or to
arrange an
a u d i t i o n
time, contact
the director at
830-2062.

The New
Nor thwes t
F l o r i d a
Symphony
Chorale, a

freshly established choral group
by Northwest Florida State
College and the Northwest Florida
Symphony Orchestra, will audi-
tion singers for its inaugural sea-
son. 

This select choral group will
perform with the NFSO as well as
at independent concerts.

"We’re re-inventing the current
Symphony Chorus with a new
name and focus to be more in
keeping with similar groups from
across the nation," noted NWFSC
music professor Lois Van Dam,
who will direct the new choral
group. "The Northwest Florida
Symphony Chorale will perform
with the orchestra for select con-
certs during the season, but we'll
also prepare our own concerts and
perform choral literature apart
from the orchestra."

Vocalists from throughout the
region are invited to audition for
the group's 2011-12 season Aug.
23 and 24, beginning at 6 p.m. in
the Tyler Recital Hall at the Mattie
Kelly Arts Center, Niceville. 

Those interested in setting up
an audition should contact choral
assistant Phyllis Lake at
lakepa@cox.net. Music will be
provided prior to the audition
dates. For further information,
contact Lois Van Dam at 
729-6009 or vandaml@nwfsc.
edu.

Since 1992, the voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso.
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TOP ASSOCIATE
LISTED VOLUME

JUNE 2011

Contact ‘Powerhouse Pam’ today
850-259-3886 •  www.powerhousepam.com

Keller Williams Realty Emerald Coast
is proud to announce

PAM WEEKS
of Niceville was the Top Associate

Listed Volume for June 2011.

Pam has the Experience and Skill
you Demand. And the resources to

help you buy or sell your home!

EVERYDAY!

®

NEW
Soft Serve
Cones &
Sundaes

Limited Time Offer
Niceville
Restaurant Only

Introducing a NEW 
kind of life insurance.

I N S U R A N C E 

Frances Faille
(850) 678-5642
409 John Sims Pkwy., E.
Niceville

FIN1776COOP-1 2/11

1 See policy and riders for terms, conditions, 
limitations and exclusions.

Allstate GoodForLifeSM is a flexible premium universal life policy (UL21AF) issued by American Heritage Life 
Insurance Company, Home Office, Jacksonville, FL, a subsidiary of The Allstate Corporation, Northbrook, IL. Riders 
include the Accelerated Death Benefit Rider (ULBR1), the Critical Illness (Specified Disease) Rider (UCI2RAF), the 
Enhanced Grace Period Rider (UPFRAF series), and the Accidental Death and Dismemberment (UADD2AF). 
Additional costs may apply. Return of at least 50% of premium occurs when the insured elects $15,000 reduced 
paid-up life insurance at age 65. If actual premiums differ in timing or amount than the planned premium, if 
withdrawals or loans taken, or other changes made, benefits may be reduced or coverage may end. © 2010 Allstate 
Insurance Company.

I can help protect you & your family.
With Allstate GoodForLife life insurance, if you’re critically ill, severely 
injured or die1, you or your family will receive a cash payment.
And if nothing happens, you can receive half your premiums back when 
you turn 65. Call me today to find out how Allstate GoodForLife can be 
good for you.

Who’s News
E-mail items to

info@baybeacon.com.

Niceville
High School
Choral
Director
Michael
Dye was
honored for
his term on
the FVA
executive
committee
including his

time as president from 2007-09.
He was presented with a plaque
by Mary Catherine Salo, Florida
Vocal Association president.

***
Amanda Braget, daughter of

Jeffery and Sandra Braget of
Niceville, graduated from the
University of
Florida
College of
Pharmacy on
Aug. 6, with
a master’s
degree in
forensic sci-
ence.
Amanda
received her
bachelor’s
degree in anthropology in May
2010 from the University of
Florida and is a 2006 graduate of
Niceville High School.

***
Guerda Pierre of Niceville

was awarded a bachelor’s degree
in management from Kaplan
University Aug. 6 at a ceremony
held in Chicago.

***
Maynard Pierre of Niceville

was awarded a Associate of
Applied Science degree in busi-
ness administration from Kaplan
University Aug. 6 at a ceremony
held in Chicago. 

***
The Niceville Valparaiso

Rotary Club welcomed Jeannie
Quave, the 2011-12 Rotary 

In the Service
E-mail items to

info@baybeacon.com.

Alexander M. Van Vliet,
son of Glenn and Liz Van
Vliet of Niceville, graduated

from the
United
States
Coast
Guard
Basic
Training
Course on
July 29 at
Cape May,
N.J. He is
currently
stationed at

Apra Harbor, Guam, in the
South Pacific on the USCG
Cutter Washington. Van Vliet
is a 2010 graduate of Niceville
High School.

Beacon photo by Del Lessard

Swihart commended 
The Niceville, Valparaiso, Okaloosa County Regional Sewer
Board presented a plaque of appreciation to former Niceville
City councilman Al Swihart for 28 years of service on the
board. Making the presentation at the board's Aug. 3 month-
ly meeting was board President Jeff Littrell.

Alexander 
Van Vliet

Museum
volunteers
thanked
The Heritage Museum of
Northwest Florida honored its
volunteers at a lunchtime
smorgasbord recently, with
contributions from Woody’s
Hog Heaven, Beef O’Brady’s,
Food World, Say Cake and Po
Folks. Volunteers were given
special recognition and
awards for their exceptional
volunteering efforts.
Pictured: Betty Severino, vol-
unteer; Gina Marini, museum
manager; Mike Holt, volun-
teer; and Cynthia Reichert,
volunteer.

Michael Dye

Amanda Braget

Please see WHO’S, page B-2

Opportunities to sing out
Auditions to be held for two choral groups

Do you want
your glasses

today?
Come see us!

EYEWEAR UNLIMITED
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1970

Charles Henriott, Optician
35 years experience
678-0099 • 678-6211

All doctors’ prescriptions filled • Welds & Repairs
Bi-Focals • Tri-Focals • Progressives • Sunglasses

Varilux • Hoya • Shamir • Zeiss

1187 East John Sims Parkway, Niceville (Across from Po Folks)

Dr. Amanda Brenci, O.D.
Board Certified Optometrist

Call today!
(850) 678-8876

“Where there is no vision, the people perish” –Proverbs 29:18

SAVE YOUR VISION
and PROTECT YOUR EYES

It is important to take good care of your
eyes to keep them as healthy as possible.

Remember to have regular eye exams.

Sheriff's office shares
school commuting tips

With Okaloosa County stu-
dents starting the new school
year Aug. 22, the county sher-
iff's office would like to share
these trips to ensure students
commute to school safely,
whether by walking, riding
bikes, riding buses or driving
their own cars.

All drivers need to be extra
cautious and give extra time
for the commute. Slow down
and be especially alert in
school zones and residential
neighborhoods and remember,
speeding fines are doubled in a
school or construction zone.

If driving on a divided
highway with an unpaved
space of at least five feet, a

raised median or a physical
barrier, drivers don’t have to
stop only if they are traveling
in the opposite direction of a
stopped school bus.
Otherwise, stopping is neces-
sary.

Put down the cell phone.
Don’t text and drive.

Remind children to always
cross the street only at corners,
using traffic signals or the
crosswalk, and to always cross
the street with an adult until
they’re at least ten years old. 

And if your child rides a
bus, make sure you stress that
it’s critical to always walk out
in front of the bus where the
driver can easily see them!

Your Total Service Center

$1,000 REBATE
On Trane Qualifying Systems 
Call today for details. Offer valid August 16th - October 31st

897-5559
www.holtphillips.com
CMCO5715

UP
TO

Lois Van Dam



Peacock-
Rommerdahl

Robin and Kathy
Peacock of Niceville
announce the engagement
of their daughter, Leigh
Kathryn, to U.S. Coast
Guard Lt. Kjell Christian
Rommerdahl, son of
Master Chief Petty Officer
(USCG, retired) Kurt and
Petty Officer First Class
(USCGR, retired) Linda
Rommerdahl of Niceville.

The bride-to-be is a
graduate of Niceville High
School and Auburn
University, where she
received a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree in studio art.
She also recently graduated
from Georgia State
University with a Master of
Fine Arts degree in studio
art.

The prospective groom
is a graduate of Niceville
High School and the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy
where he received a
Bachelor of Science degree

in government and a com-
mission in the Coast Guard.
He has been forward
deployed on a one-year
assignment to the Northern
Arabian Gulf as Operations
Officer on USCGC
Aquidneck in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom
and is currently stationed at
the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy in New London,
Conn., as an instructor.

The wedding will take
place Oct. 22, 2011, at
Sharks Tooth Golf Club,
Lake Powell, Fla.

Page B-2                                                                                                                                                      Wednesday, August 17, 2011THE BAY BEACON

Since 1992, the voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. Paul Lutheran & Preschool
1407 E. John Sims Parkway   850-678-1298

Worship Schedule
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Rally Day, August 28, 9:30 a.m.
Catechism Orientation
August 31, 7:00 p.m.

www.stpaulniceville.com

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Services
Family Worship 9:00 

with children's classes

Walk-In...Worship 11:01 
with childcare for ages 6 weeks
to Kindergarten 

Wednesday Nights
Youth 6:30-8 p.m. 

“Pointing The Way To Jesus”

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin
Church Office: 850-837-6324

www.iacdestin.org

First  Bapt is t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study •  9:30am
Celebration Service •  11:00am
Discipleship •  5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children •  6:00pm

Reaching the
Emerald Coast

with the
Transforming

Love of
Jesus Christ
Rev Fr Frank D Gough II

850.651.9800
fatherfrankgough@aol.com

Rev Christopher Flynn, Deacon
850.543.3748

fwbflynn@cox.net

www.ResurrectionShalimar.com
“A Member of the

World Wide Anglican Communion”

RESURRECTION
Anglican Church

66 8th St., Shalimar

Service Times:
10:00 a.m. Sunday

Lunchtime history lecture
“Bring a Vietnam POW Home”

will be the free lunchtime history
lecture presented at the Heritage
Museum, 115 Westview Ave.,
Valparaiso, by Colonel Leroy
“Leak” Thornal, Ret. USAF, Aug.
17 at noon. Hear the real-life story of
one man’s involvement with
POW/MIA families, his promise and
the recovery efforts to bring home
U.S. POW’s from North Vietnam.

Bring a sandwich and take your
lunch break for History
Sandwiched-In, an informal
lunchtime education program. Space
is limited. Call to reserve a seat, 
678-2615.

Saltwater Seminar 
This month’s Emerald Coast

Saltwater Seminar Series presented
by Half Hitch Tackle and The Ships
Chandler will give anglers all the
insight they need to target red drum.
The program will be held Aug. 17 at
Northlight Marina, at 7 p.m. There is
free food starting at 6:30 so come
early, get a seat, learn and enjoy.

Info: Sonny 850-384-7737, Joe
850-516-0709, or visit saltwater-
events.com.

Assembly of God block party
The Niceville Assembly of God,

108 Highway 85 North, will hold a
block party and hot rod show
Wednesday, Aug. 17, 6-8 p.m.

Visit your favorite connecting
point booth, get your motor runnin’
with a free hamburger or hot dog,
challenge yourself at the Pulse
obstacle course, check out the awe-
some hot rods, and register to win
some fabulous prizes. All are wel-
come.

Democratic women’s dinner
Loranne Ausley will be the

keynote speaker
at the Democratic
Women’s Club’s
annual dinner
Aug. 18. The
date was chosen
to commemorate the ratification of
the XIX Amendment to the U.S.

Constitution giving women the right
to vote.

Ausley’s speech is entitled
“Changing Florida’s Political
Landscape,” which will highlight
her perspectives on the present and
future concerns for the Democratic
Party and the state of Florida. 

The event will be held at the
Holiday Inn Resort on Okaloosa
Island. Cocktails will start at 6 p.m.
and dinner will be served at 6:30.
Tickets are $55. 

Call 864-3148 or 678-1561.

Lewis School orientation
Lewis School, 281 Mississippi

Ave., Valparaiso, will hold a back-
to-school orientation Thursday, Aug.
18. Parents and their kindergarten
through fifth-grade students are
invited to visit the school between 9
and 10:30 a.m. to receive teacher
assignments and visit their class-
rooms. Middle school students and
their parents should attend between
noon and 1:30 p.m. to receive sched-
ules and visit classrooms. Agenda
books and lockers assignments will
be available. School supply lists can
be found at local stores and at
lewisschoolk8.com.

Teachers honor event
HarborWalk Village and the

community will recognize Okaloosa
teachers for their service at the
Village’s Red, White & Blue
Celebration on Aug. 18 at 7 p.m.

All Okaloosa teachers are invit-
ed, and those who attend will have a
chance to win exciting prizes.
Superintendent Alexis Tibbetts will

CALENDAR

2011

E-mail items to
info@baybeacon.com

before 5 p.m. Wednesday.

Rocky to offer
college classes

Rocky Bayou Christian School
has entered into a dual-enrollment
agreement with Palm Beach
Atlantic University of West Palm
Beach, beginning with the 2011-
12 school year. 

The program will allow eligi-
ble juniors and seniors at Rocky
Bayou Christian Academy, the
secondary-school division of
RBCS, to enroll in selected Palm
Beach Atlantic courses on the
RBCS Niceville campus.

The credits earned will be
counted toward high school grad-
uation and are transferable credits
toward earning a bachelor’s
degree at all accredited colleges
and universities. Grades and cred-
its earned under this dual enroll-
ment program will become part of
the student’s permanent tran-
scripts at RBCS and Palm Beach
Atlantic.

Three RBCS high school
teachers—
Dr. Robert
Grete, Dr.
Archie Jones,
and Professor
C a r l a
Alldredge—
will teach
m i c r o e c o -
n o m i c s ,
mac roeco -
n o m i c s ,

American Federal Government,

trigonometry
& analytical
g e o m e t r y,
and elemen-
tary statistics
as adjunct
professors
for Palm
B e a c h
Atlantic on
the Rocky

Bayou Christian School campus
during normal school operating
hours.

Dr. Michael L. Mosley, RBCS
superintendent, commented con-
cerning the agreement: “We are
excited to partner with this out-
standing Christian university. Our
hope is for an
exceptional
educational
experience
for our older
students.”

R o c k y
B a y o u
C h r i s t i a n
Academy is a
c o l l e g e
preparatory
school, starting in seventh grade
training students for the rigor of
college coursework.  The school
offers more than 30 honors level
courses for grades nine through 12
in addition to 12 College Board
Advanced Placement courses. 

Brandon High, a rising
fourth grader at Plew
Elementary, scored 1818 out of
2225 on the 2011 Florida
Comprehensive Assessment
Test in mathematics. The aver-
age score for Florida third
graders was 1470.

For this achievement, he
received letters and awards
from Okaloosa County
Superintendent Alexis Tibbetts,
Senator Don Gaetz and State
Representative Matt Gaetz. 

Along with the letter of con-
gratulations, Brandon was pre-
sented with the Florida Scholar
Award from Rep. Gaetz and a
certificate of Outstanding
Achievement from Tibbetts.
Brandon was in Mrs. Jackson's
third grade class last year.

Plew student shines at FCAT

Archie Jones

Robert Grete

Carla Alldredge

Dental 
assistants
graduate
Northwest Florida State College
recently recognized students who
completed the vocational certifi-
cate program in dental assisting
during 2010-11 academic year.
Graduates include: Laura Anglin of
Baker; Kayla Brown of Crestview;
Jenni Taylor, Natalie McAllister,
Melissa Noel, Jacquelyn Sheriff
and Amanda Wiley of Fort Walton
Beach; Kristen Hester of Navarre;
and Danielle Skinner of Niceville.

Brandon High's score on the 2010-11 FCAT earned him
commendation from Senator Don Gaetz, State
Representative Matt Gaetz and Superintendent Alexis
Tibbetts.

Please see CALENDAR, page B-4

Engagement
E-mail items to 

info@baybeacon.com.

Kjell Christian
Rommerdahl and 

Leigh Kathryn Peacock

District 6940 governor, as its
guest speaker Aug. 4. Quave
briefed the club on her history
with Rotary International and

her home
club of
P a n a m a
C i t y
B e a c h .
D u r i n g
her visit
she re-
e m p h a -
s i z e d
R o t a r y ’s
c o m m i t -

ment to putting an end to
Polio. Each Rotary club con-
tributes money that is a vital
part of carrying on the efforts
to see an end to Polio in the
near future.

Jeannie Quave

WHO’S
From page B-1

Sun. 11am8pm • Mon.Thurs. 11am9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am10pm
1027 John Sims Pkwy E, Palm Plaza, Niceville • 8506785072

ED’S HOMETOWN SEAFOOD & STEAKS

WESTERN HOE DOWN
THEME PARTY!
AUG 20 7PM
-Featuring DJ Chris Saylor
-Poker game in saloon
-Prizes will be given out

FREE
POTATO SKINS
w/ purchase of an entree.
Not valid with any other offer.
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Private guitar lessons
and demo recordings
by Chris Nida, 
279-6754.

MAINTENANCE/CARE
TAKER Live-in full time
32K salary with bene-
fits. For home in Destin.
Experience and refer-
ences. Background
checks required. Send
resumes to: PO Box
7097, Destin, FL 32540

H O U S E K E E P I N G /
FULL TIME 36 hrs.
week @ $14 hour. For
home in Destin.
Cleaning and pet care.
Experience and refer-
ences. Background
checks required. Send
resumes to: PO Box
7097, Destin, FL
32540.

News Correspondent
The Eglin Flyer,
Hurlburt Patriot and
Green Beret seek a
freelance reporter to
write human interest
features or cover
events. You must be
available most nights,
most days, or both
(your choice). We pay
$25 a story and $5 a
photo, when pub-
lished. Writing experi-
ence is essential, as is
access to a home
computer. Some
reporting and photo
experience is helpful,
but not required.  This
a great chance to learn
more about your com-
munity and the mili-
tary. Call Ken Books,
678-1080.

Advertising Sales
The Beacon
Newspapers (The Bay
Beacon, The Eglin
Flyer, and The Hurlburt
Patriot, and The Green
Beret) have an opening
for a career-minded,
full-time person to sell
newspaper advertising
in an established terri-
tory.  Calling on new
customers and collect-
ing also required.
Candidates should be
upbeat, energetic,
organized, self-starting
and detail-oriented.
Salary plus commis-
sion.  Benefits include
IRA plan and paid
vacation.  Candidates
must be available 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days. We will train the
right person. Apply in
person at The Bay
Beacon, 1181 John
Sims Parkway
(Parkway East
Shopping Center),
Niceville.

Newspaper Delivery
Earn extra cash of $45
to $140 or more each
week in your spare time!
The Bay Beacon seeks
a reliable independent
contractor to insert, bag,
and deliver newspapers
Tuesday night.  You
must be over 21 and
have a reliable vehicle,
a good driving record, a
Florida driver’s license,
and proof of current lia-
bility insurance.  No col-
lecting duties.  Earnings
vary according to route
and work load.  Stop by
the Bay Beacon for an
information sheet and to
fill out an application.
The Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway,
Niceville  •  678-1080
(Parkway East
Shopping Center across
from PoFolks)

Looking for a job? Check
the classified section
every Wednesday in the
Bay Beacon.

Roof top luggage carrier
cross bars. Fits Dodge
Nitro, $175. Call 678-
6595.

Yellow flies? Mosquitos?
Use Swamp Gator head
to toe. Child safe.
Niceville Cash and
Carry, (850) 678-5186.

You saw it in the
Beacon! ~Niceville, FL.

Seeking work from
home distributors for
new organic health
food company that
launches in October
2011. Great opportunity
to get in on ground
floor with unlimited
earning potential from
home, and wholesale
prices on healthy food
delivered right to the
customer’s door. Call
(850) 974-2952 for
more information.

Looking for a home?
Be sure to check the
Beacon classified ads.

Warehouse space
available. 700 SqFt
Warehouse, $500 per
month. For more
information, call 897-
4149. 419 Adams Ave.,
Valparaiso

This & That Thrift Shop,
Flea Market, Buy, Sell,
Trade. Open Wed.-
Sat., 1419 No. 29th.
Outdoor Flea Market,
729-3801

Warehouse SpaceItems for Sale

MiscellaneousHelp Wanted

Yard Sales

Guitar Lessons OpportunitiesHelp Wanted Help Wanted

Since 1992, the voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso.

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

Newspaper Copy Editor
Beacon Newspapers (The Bay Beacon, The
Eglin Flyer, The Hurlburt Patriot, and The
Green Beret) has an opening for a full-time or
part-time copy editor to help compile, write, and
edit news items, select photos, assist the edi-
tors in preparing newspapers for publication,
and perform other editorial duties. Applicants
must be able to work quickly and accurately on
deadline, and possess strong proofreading and
editing skills. Must be detail-oriented and able
to adapt to a fast-paced newspaper environ-
ment. Nonsmokers. Competitive pay, commen-
surate with experience and aptitude. Full-time
benefits include paid vacation and holidays,
and IRA plan. Room for advancement. Apply in
person at The Bay Beacon. 

Office Space

RVʼs for Sale
- RENTALS -

850-897-1443

Bluewater Bay Resort Realty

Marina Cove - Unfurnished $1700
3/2.5/2 car tandem garage,
fireplace, loft, new carpet & paint

Golf Villas - Furnished $900
1/1 washer/dryer, patio, includes 
internet, cable & utilities, kitchenette

Lakeside - Unfurnished $750-800
1/1 groundfloor, lake view, new 
paint, washer & dryer

VA APPROVED:
Lakeside - 310 Southlake Ct.

2/2 + Bonus Loft:
Great views, great buy! $149,900

Lakeside - 307 Westlake Ct.
1 Bedroom, Beauty, $87,000

Coming Soon: Townhome

For Sales, Call Pamela: 562-987-2484

WILSON MINGER AGENCY, INC.
Nicevilleʼs Top-Selling Real Estate Office

RENTALS AVAILABLE!
Niceville, Crestview, 

Fort Walton and Navarre!
One bedroom to five

bedrooms from
$450-$2500!

Search online at:
OurLocalRental.com

Century 21
Wilson Minger Agency

Niceville’s Top Selling Real Estate Office

729-6504

Dixie RV
SuperStores

FL’s Newest RV Dealer
NOW OPEN!!!

*Store Hours*
Monday-Saturday
8:00am-6:00pm

21 Acres / 30 Brands
New and Pre-Owned

Newmar
Keystone
Heartland

Jayco
Fleetwood 
Prime Time
Coachmen

Forest River

Service Department
Parts and Acces. Store

RV Collision Center

Located off I-10
Exit 70 / SR285
328 Green Acres Dr.

De Funiak Springs, FL 32435
Sales and Service:

850-951-1000
www.dixierv.com

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

1000 Sq. Ft.
Warehouse
500 Sq. Ft.

Office

WAREHOUSE
OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For More
Information

Call
897-6464

Kenny
Wilson
Painting

30 Yrs. Experience
Quality Work &

Clean Up A Standard
Licensed & Insured

368-2710
897-6423

PAINTING

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Driveways
Fencing

Docks
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

SALON

c Massage
c Facials
c Specialty Nail Arts
c Waxing (Eyebrows, 

Legs)
c Pedicures/Manicures
c Full Body Detox

850-897-1606

Celebrating 12 yrs.
in the Niceville Area

Gift Certificates Available

MINI STORAGE

Nice-Villa
Mini Storage

2 miles east of
Bluewater Bay on Hwy. 20
(Drive A Little, Save A Lot)

Block Buildings

897-2280

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only 
$18.95 per week, 

advertising in At Your Service is easy AND
affordable! Call us at 678-1080 

or stop by the office at 
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of this incredible bargain!

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only $18.95 per week, 
advertising in At Your Service is easy AND

affordable! Call Us at 678-1080 or stop by the
office at 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of this incredible bargain!

LAWN CARE

Less Stress
Lawn Care

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RJ: (850) 699-1617
Bryan: (850) 259-1981

Licensed & Insured

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair &

Maintenance
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Security Lighting
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Free Estimates
• Sheet Rock/Painting
No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

25
Years

IRRIGATION

Licensed & Insured
Commercial/Residential

259-1447
682-1447

JERRY D. DUNCAN
Irrigation Systems

Repairs
Extensions
Well/Pump Repair
Professional
Installation
Free Estimates

CABINETS

M&M Countertops
& Cabinets

Locally Owned & 
Operated for 15+ years

• Cabinet Refacing 
• All Custom 

Woodworking
• Entertainment

Centers
• Islands & Built Ins.
• Decorative Trims to 

Update Kitchen
• Granite & Laminate Tops

850-582-5330
Ask for Steve 

IRRIGATION

CALL KENT BENNET 
(850) 685-3507

Servicing Okaloosa Co.

Irrigation
Pump Repair

KBES

Pool Pumps
Lift Pumps

Adjust/Replace
Sprinkler Systems

Most cases,
Same Day Service

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

25 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

Advertise your
business in this
size space for

only
$18.95 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL US

at 678-1080
Ad design & layout 

no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!

MINI STORAGE

(850) 729-1005
204 KELLY RD. 

NICEVILLE, FL 32578

Kelly Rd.
W.R. Harden, Inc. dba

Jan C. Bogan
General Manager

HORSE STABLES

HIDDEN CREEK
STABLES

Call: 850-428-0209

• Private,  secluded access to riding trails
• Approx. 6 miles East of Niceville

• 10 X 12 Stalls   • 12 X 30 Paddocks
• 70 X 125 Riding/Training Arena
• Pasture Turnout

Operated & Managed by
C & J Tousignant/ Pet Pals Pet Sitting Service

IRRIGATION

Sprinkler System
Pump Replacement or Repair
New Installations
Extensions
Landscaping
Design
Free Estimates

PRESSURE WASHING

5%
DISCOUNT
for Military,

Senior, & First
Responders

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
RELIABLE SERVICE

CONCRETE WALKWAYS

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

app1@ymail.com
www.allpropowerwashing.com

LOCALLY OWNED, RETIRED MILITARY

FREE ESTIMATES

$11900 House Washing
2000 SqFt &
Under, 8/31/11

PROVEN LEADERS

CarriageHills.com
(850) 678-5178
Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.

Text CHRSOLD to 87778 for free app 

NICEVILLE &
BLUEWATER BAY AREA

Beautiful custom built home
with open floor plan

3/2.5 - 2,114SF - $325,000 - Web#187

Newly constructed home
on private wooded lot

4/3 - 2,581SF - $429,500 - Web#189

Recently refurbished home
with Florida Room

3/2 - 1,803 - $223,000 - Web#182

Stunning and spacious two story
home with fenced backyard

4/2.5 - 2,609SF - $359,000 - Web#191

Lovely home on golf course in
prestigious community

4/3.5 - 3,135 - $529,900 - Web#759

447 Andrew Drive..................MLS#558085.....$135,000

202 Hudson Circle..................MLS#555951.....$142,000

304 Harding Road .................MLS#561277.....$149,000

1680 Sycamore Avenue .........MLS#554241.....$185,900

1609 18th Street ....................MLS#562148.....$189,000

109 Elderberry Lane...............MLS#562168.....$229,000

4407 Southminster Circle........MLS#562418.....$235,000

241 Dimimica Circle ...............MLS#545451.....$279,900

4050 Bond Circle....................MLS#557640.....$415,000

1119 Bayshore Drive..............MLS#544027.....$490,000

NICEVILLE’S #1
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be the master of ceremonies.
The event, which is free and open

to the public, will include live enter-
tainment, kid’s activities, a WWII
airplane flyover and fireworks over
Destin Harbor.

HarborWalk Village is located at
the foot of the Destin Bridge on
Highway 98 in Destin. Info: 
emeraldgrande.com/event.aspx or 
424-0600.

Art Guild luncheon
The Women’s Art Guild support-

ing the Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation
will host “Falling for the Arts,” a
women’s luncheon 11:30 a.m. Aug.
24, at Embassy Suites in Miramar
Beach. Featured guest artists include
author Tony Mennillo of Arturo’s
Studio and jeweler Mary Kay
Samouce of ADORN by Samouce.

The luncheon is $25 for MKAF
members and $35 for not-yet mem-
bers. For reservations, contact the
Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation at 
650-2226, by Aug. 18. 

Thai dinner at Rosemont
Come and have dinner with Nida

from “Nida’s Thai and More” at
Rosemont Baptist Church Aug. 26,
6-8 p.m. Reservations are needed by
Aug. 19. The suggested donation is
$8. All proceeds go to Operation
Christmas Child Shoe boxes. 

Info: RBCNiceville.org. Call the
church office, 678-1611, to make
reservations. 

Sports physicals offered
Lewis School will offer sports

physicals for $20 Aug. 19, 4-7 p.m.,
at the Lewis School Gymnasium,
281 Mississippi Ave., Valparaiso.

All students needing a sports
physical for the upcoming school
year are welcome to come for a
walk-in appointment. Dr. Neil
Nipper has volunteered to assist the
volleyball program in raising funds
for their upcoming season. Physical
forms will be provided.

Parenting conference
Paul David Tripp will be the

speaker at the “Getting to the Heart
of Parenting” conference, for parents
with children of all ages. The confer-
ence will be held at Rocky Bayou
Baptist Church Aug. 19, 7-9:15 p.m.,
and 20, 9 a.m.-noon. The cost is $10,
and child care for ages 0-12 will be
available for a $5 per child.

For more information or to regis-
ter, RockyBayouBaptist.org or 
678-6062. 

Glass fusing class
The Arts and Design Society will

offer a basic glass fusing class Aug.
20, 9:30-11:30 a.m. The cost is $35.
Participants will make two jewelry
pieces with fused glass. Most mate-
rials are provided. The class will be
held at the Art Center, 17 First St.
SE, Fort Walton Beach. Info: 
244-1271.

YMCA membership special
The Niceville YMCA will hold a

back to school membership special
through Aug. 21. The joiner fee will
be waived for all new memberships.
Info: Niceville YMCA 897-9622.

Tea Party meeting
The Niceville-Valparaiso Tea

Party will hold its next meeting Aug.
22 at 6 p.m. at
Niceville City
Hall, 208 N.
Partin Drive.
The meeting’s
speaker will be

Representative Matt Gaetz, who will
discuss proposed Florida legislation

for 2012. There will be time for Q/A.
Info: 729-2874 or emeraldcoast
patriots.org. 

AARP Driver Safety Class
An AARP Driver Safety Class, a

two-day, six-hour course, will be
held Aug. 22 and 23, 8:30-11:30
a.m. at the Niceville Community
Center. Preregistration is required.
Call the Niceville Public Library,
279-4863, ext. 1504, or sign up at
the library’s reference desk. The cost
is $12 for AARP members or $14 for
nonmembers. Space is limited.

Republican Club dinner
The Okaloosa Republican Club

will host a presentation by Mark
Bellinger, executive director of
Okaloosa County Tourist
Development Council Aug. 25 at the
American Legion
Hall, 105
H o l l y w o o d
Blvd., Fort
Walton Beach. A
social hour will
begin at 6 p.m., followed by dinner
at 6:55. Reservations will be accept-
ed through Monday, Aug. 22, by
calling Ginny Mills at 609-1179 or
Jane Dale at 651-5049. The price of
the dinner is $10.

Summer book discussion
Friends of the Niceville Library’s

next book discussion will be held
Aug. 23. The group will discuss the
novel “Remarkable Creatures” by

Tracy Chevalier
in the Library at 6
p.m.

L i m i t e d
copies are avail-
able through the

Okaloosa County Public Library
Cooperative libraries. Holds can be
placed through the online card cata-
log at readokaloosa.org.

Relationship fellowship
Soul Care, Equipped For

Relationships, an eight-week jour-
ney with the Holy Spirit, will be held
Wednesdays, beginning Aug. 24,
5:45-7:15 p.m., in the First Baptist
Church of Niceville sanctuary. Soul
Care explores cultural perspectives
in the context of Christian living.
This is a relational study for all
adults, whether you’re single, single
again, married, parent with children,
grandparent, great grandparent, it’s
for you. Activities for ages birth
through high school. Info: 678-4621.

Blood drives
Following are upcoming area

blood drives:
Aug. 24, 5-8 p.m., First Baptist

Church of Niceville, 622 Bayshore
Drive

Aug. 24, 2-8 p.m., Niceville
United Methodist Church, 214
Partin Drive

Aug. 28, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Christ
Our Redeemer Church, 1028 White
Point Road

Paper cloth class
The Arts and Design Society, 17

First St. SE, Fort Walton Beach, will
offer a “Paper Cloth-Road to
Adventure” workshop Aug. 25, 9:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. This class will teach
you to make basic paper cloth that
you can then use for other projects. 

Cost: $30/ADSO members,
$35/nonmembers. Also, $5 supply
fee for supplies. This class will be
held at the ADSO Art Center. Info:
244-1271 or artsdesignsociety.org.

Science Friday seminar
The Science Friday seminar

series hosted by the Sciences
Division at Northwest Florida State
College will begin Friday, Aug. 26 at
11 a.m. in the Robert E. Greene Jr.
Science building on the Niceville

campus, in the main lecture hall,
room S-110. The seminars will be
held monthly and are free and open
to the public. Dr. Richard Hough
who will discuss “The C.S.I. Effect:
What We Can & Cannot Do with
Crime Scene Technology.”

Groups should call ahead to
ensure seating. For more informa-
tion about this or future seminars,
contact the NWF State College
Sciences Division at 729-5376.

Business seminar
The Business and Computer

Technology Division and the
Leadership Institute at Northwest
Florida State College will host a
“Talking Business” Seminar Aug. 26
titled “Economic Development 101”
presented by Dr. David Goetsch at
1:30 p.m. in room 128 of the
Learning Resource Center on the
Niceville Campus. 

The seminar is free and open to
the public. 

For more information on the
“Talking Business” seminars, con-
tact the NWFSC Business and
Computer Science Division at 
729-5369. 

Scout fishing rodeo
The Cub Scouts will hold a

Fishing Rodeo at Spanish Trail
Scout Reservation, 315 Pat Covell
Road, DeFuniak Springs, Aug. 27, 9
a.m.-2 p.m. 

The cost to participate is $5 per

person. Bring a lunch, folding chair
and your own bait.

Info: Jeff Bryant, bryant461@
cox.net or 217-3013.
BWB Sailing Club race

The Bluewater Bay Sailing Club
will hold a “Pick Your Poison” sail
Aug. 27. Registration for the race
will begin at 10 a.m. at the
Bluewater Bay Marina, with a
Skippers meeting at 11 and the race
beginning at noon. The entry fee is
$20, in two classes, spinnaker or
nonspinnaker. This race will consist
of three or more courses.
Participating boats may pick the race
course they feel gives them the most
advantage. Specific sailing instruc-
tions will be available at registration. 

Info: Mickey Duvall, 897-6806,
218-2962 or mpduvall@gmail.com.

Healthy Living Expo
The 2011 Emerald Coast Healthy

Living Expo will be held Aug. 27 at
the Saint Mary Parish Life Center,
110 Saint Mary Ave., Fort Walton
Beach. The expo is free, and the
public is invited. Event hours will be
9 a.m. to noon.

There will be more than 60 ven-
dors with valuable information, free
health screenings, giveaways, and
lots of fun for the kids, including
inflatables, a strolling magician and
face painting.

Info: fwbchamber.com/health or
Patti Bohnsack, 244-8191.

Boating safety course
“America’s Boating Course,” a one

day seminar, will be conducted Aug.
27, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Anchorage building, 404 Green Acres
Road, Fort Walton Beach. Ownership
of a boat is not required to attend. 

The course will cover safety topics
and meets the requirements for the

Florida Safe Boater ID Card. It may
entitle boat owners to a discount on
boat insurance. The course is free, but
there is a $35 charge for materials,
which can be shared with other family
members.

Info: Wil Hugli, 863-0874, or visit
fwsps.com.

Community yard sale
The Heritage Museum of

Northwest Florida, 115 Westview
Ave., Valparaiso, will hold its commu-
nity yard sale with Niceville-
Valparaiso Kiwanis Saturday, Aug.
27, 7 a.m.-noon.

Clean out your garage, closets and
shed, and help preserve the past by
donating whatever you are past need-
ing. Donations (no clothes please) will
be accepted during regular museum
hours, Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.

Limited 10-by-10-foot spaces are
available for $10. Sellers, visit the
museum to reserve your spot.

Info: 678-2615 or heritage-
museum.org.

Biophilia Center speaker
The E. O. Wilson Biophilia Center,

4956 Highway 20 E., Freeport, will
host speaker Jim Fowler, who will
present “New messages for the 21st
century,” Aug. 27, at 11 a.m. The
young and young at heart will enjoy
the special animal encounter. The cen-
ter will also be open for its regular
Saturday hours, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Info:
835-1824. 

Since 1992, the voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso.

Extraordinary People—Extraordinary Care

Each year the American Alliance of Healthcare Providers evaluates 
approximately 400 hospitals for consideration as a Hospital of 
Choice, recognizing the nation’s most customer-friendly hospitals— 
those that show the most positive and effective interaction with 
their patients. 

We are the only hospital in the area to ever receive this honor—
and now we’ve done it again.

Twin Cities was named a national Hospital of Choice in 2010 and 
2011, proving our commitment to the highest standards of patient 
care and customer service. In addition to the designation as a 
Hospital of Choice, the AAHCP has named Twin Cities Hospital as 
one of the top 10 most successful hospitals in customer service.

We’re honored to be recognized for our:

 Standards of Conduct
 Performance Management and Improvement
 Staff Development and Training
 Systems of Communication
 Good Citizenship
 Educational and Promotional Material available to consumers

We’re proud to provide the highest quality care to our community 
and to have our commitment recognized nationwide.

The Area’s 
Only Nationally 

Recognized 
Hospital of 

Choice—Twice!
Twin Cities Hospital has been 

named a Hospital of Choice by the 
American Alliance of Healthcare 

Providers in Both 2010 and 2011.
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Okaloosa
teachers
tribute
HarborWalk Village will
recognize all Okaloosa
teachers for their service
at the Village’s Red, White
& Blue Celebration Aug. 18
at 7 p.m. All are invited to
this free event which will
include live entertainment,
activities for kids, a WWII
airplane flyover and fire-
works over Destin Harbor.
Info: 424-0600.

,

The Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) will hold 
a public information meeting 
concerning the resurfacing of 
State Road (S.R.) 20 (John Sims 
Parkway)Thursday, September 
1, 2011, from 5:30 p.m. until 
6:30 p.m. at the Niceville 
Community Center, located at 
204 North Partin Drive, Niceville, 
Florida 32578.  The meeting will 
be conducted in an open house 
format (no formal presentation is 
scheduled). Maps, drawings and 
other project information will be 
on display.

The purpose of the meeting is to 
afford interested persons an 
opportunity to preview the 
proposed design, ask questions, 
and/or submit comments 
concerning the upcoming 
project. FDOT representatives 
will be available to explain the 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING NOTICE
S.R. 20 (John Sims Parkway) Resurfacing Project

from Roberts Drive to the Walton County Line
Okaloosa County, Florida  

FPID: 424623-1-52-01
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proposed improvements, answer questions, and receive comments. 

The project begins at Roberts Drive and extends to the Walton County Line in 
Okaloosa County, Florida. Improvements include resurfacing the existing travel lanes, 
as well as pedestrian safety and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility 
improvements. A portion of S.R. 20 is excepted out of the project limits where the new 
Mid-Bay Bridge Connector interchange has been completed. The project is 
approximately three miles in length.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
religion, disability or family status. People who require special accommodations under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of 
charge) should contact the Department’s general consultant project manager, Sandra 
Lamb, P.E., Atkins, at (850) 638-2288 or e-mail at Sandra.Lamb@atkinsglobal.com at 
least seven days prior to the meeting.

If you have any questions about this project or the scheduled meeting, please contact 
Sandra Lamb at the number above or email at Sandra.Lamb@atkinsglobal.com.  You 
may also contact Tommie Speights, FDOT District 3 Public Information Director, toll 
free at (888) 638-0250 ext. 208 or via email at Tommie.Speights@dot.state.fl.us. 

Okaloosa County
from Roberts Drive to the W
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