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Guyanese-
born teenag-
er Shemel
Mercurius
was gunned
down in
New York by

a man whose advances she
spurned. Mercurius used her
last breath to identify the shoot-
er and a Supreme Court judge
sentenced him to 41 years in
prison, page 2

From his
flip-flopping
on a variety
of immigra-
tion issues
which
directly
affect them,
to his use of
vulgar lan-
guage to describe them,
Haitians and U.S. President
Donald Trump are on a collision

~ Haiti’s women’s soccer team created history
last month by qualifying for the Under-20 World
Cup, a massive accomplishment which sparked
wild celebration, page 19.

~ A deal to resolve DACA, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program which allows undocumented young immigrant “Dreamers”
from the Caribbean and elsewhere to remain in the United States,
hangs in a nervous balance, page 3.
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MIAMI-DADE
COUNTY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS
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STRENGTHENING
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CREATING
OPPORTUNITIES

DELIVERED THANK YOU

In 2012, Miami-Dade voters overwhelmingly approved a 
$1.2 billion bond initiative to transform public schools into 
21st century learning centers. We’ve made a lot of progress 
since then – technology upgrades completed at all our 
public schools, local businesses and workers hired to 
modernize them, classroom space added, and even some 
brand-new schools built. So far, our projects have been 
completed on-time and within budget.

Because of you, all students will have state-of-the-art 
places to learn. Together, we are giving our students the 
world. Thank you for helping make Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools the most innovative urban school district 
in the nation.

#GOBprogress   @MDCPS   @miamischools www.gobprogress.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
largest and oldest civil rights
organization in the United
States has filed a racial discrim-
ination lawsuit against the
United States Department of
Homeland Security, current
DHS head Kirstjen Nielsen
and Elaine C. Duke, the for-
mer acting head of the agency,
over the decision by the admin-
istration of U.S. President
Donald Trump to rescind tem-
porary protected status (TPS)
for Haitian immigrants.

The lawsuit, which the
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund filed in the
U.S. District Court in
Maryland on Jan. 24, argues
that the agency and its lead-
ers’ move “discriminates
against immigrants of color”.

The suit has asked the
court to void the decision and
reinstate the status for thou-
sands of Haitians.

‘DISCRIMINATORY’
It has been reported that

the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, which is a separate
organization from the NAACP,
is representing the NAACP
and its Haitian members.

“The
decision
by the
Department
of Homeland
Security to
rescind TPS
status for
Haitian immi-
grants was
infected by
racial discrimination,” said
Sherrilyn Ifill, president and
director-counsel of the
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund in a state-
ment.

To make its case, the
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund references in
the lawsuit President Trump’s
alleged derogatory comments
about Haitians and about limit-
ing immigrants from the
French-speaking Caribbean
nation to increase immigration
from European countries.

Various issues have put
President Donald Trump and
Haitians on a collision
course. See our special feature
“Haiti and Trump”, starting
on page 11.
�

NEW YORK – Former
United States President Bill
Clinton is scheduled to visit
Dominica and Antigua and
Barbuda early this month.

Clinton said the invitation
to visit the hurricane-battered
Dominica, as well as Puerto
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands
and Antigua and Barbuda,
had been issued by the leaders
of those countries.

The countries were bat-
tered by hurricanes Irma and
Maria when the Category 5
storms passed through the
Lesser Antilles last
September.

Clinton was among lead-
ers who attended and
addressed an international
donor conference held in New

York last
November to
mobilize
resources for
the countries.
He said the
Clinton
Foundation
will be launch-
ing an Action
Network on Post-Disaster
Recovery.

COMMITMENTS
The network will formally

convene for a meeting on
April 3 at the University of
Miami, where stakeholders
are expected to continue to
work towards commitments to
action to address the on-going
immediate response needs, as

well as the long-term recovery
in the region.

“Puerto Rico, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and the
Caribbean community are in
need, and we must answer
that call,” said Clinton.

“Together with leaders
from government, business,
and civil society, we can
demonstrate what is possible
when we come together and
bring our collective will and
resources to bear on this crisis.
We have a responsibility to
act, for the people who are
still suffering, and for all the
future generations in the
region,” he added.

- Edited from CMC.
�

NEW YORK – A Supreme
Court judge has sentenced a
Brooklyn man to 41 years in
prison after he was convicted
of first-degree manslaughter
in the shooting of a 16-year-
old Guyanese girl who author-
ities said rejected his
advances.

Justice Deborah Dowling
imposed the maximum sen-
tence on 26-year-old Taariq
Stephens for gunning down
Shemel Mercurius in front of
her three-year-old cousin in
2016.

Stephens had also been
charged with second-degree
criminal possession of a
weapon and endangering the
welfare of a child.

Justice Dowling said there

“did not seem to be a rhyme
or reason” for the fatal 2016
shooting as she sentenced
Stephens on Jan. 16.

‘NO MERCY’
“I’m not showing any

mercy,” said Justice Dowling,
ruling that all of Stephens’s
convictions will run concur-
rently.

“This defendant will now
spend many years behind bars
for the callous killing of an
innocent teenage girl who was
taken from her loved ones far
too early, and for undoubtedly
traumatizing the toddler she
was babysitting,” said
Brooklyn District Attorney
Eric Gonzalez.

“Nothing can bring

Shemel back to her devastated
family, but I hope that today’s
sentence will afford them a
small measure of solace.”

According to trial testi-
mony, on May 31, 2016,
Stephens pushed his way into

a sixth-floor apartment while
carrying a .40 caliber subma-
chine rifle. He shot Mercurius.

LAST WORDS
Gonzalez said Mercurius

told police the first name of
the man who shot her when
they arrived at the apartment.
She was taken to Kings
County Hospital, where she
died 90 minutes after the
shooting.

Gonzalez said surveillance
footage showed Stephens with
the rifle outside Mercurius’s
door, and then forcing his way
into the apartment after she

rebuffed him. He turned him-
self into police two days later.

Assistant District
Attorney Melissa Carvajal
said the shooting was “one of
the most tragic cases I’ve ever
tried.

She said Mercurius was
“tragically and senselessly
murdered inside her own
home.”

Justice Dowling brushed
off Stephens’s claims of inno-
cence, saying “all the evidence
indicates it is you.”

- Edited from CMC.
�

NAACP sues U.S. over
TPS decision on Haitians 

United States Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson is sched-
uled to visit Jamaica this
month to discuss issues related
to bilateral and regional secu-
rity, energy efforts and eco-
nomic reform.

The U.S. Embassy in
Kingston said Tillerson is
scheduled to arrive on Feb. 7.

The U.S. senior diplomat
is scheduled to meet with
Prime Minister Andrew
Holness and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade Kamina Johnson Smith.

Before he lands in
Kingston, Tillerson will travel

to Mexico
City, Mexico;
Bariloche and
Buenos Aires,
Argentina;
Lima, Peru;
and Bogota,
Colombia.

A press
release from
the U.S. Embassy stated
Tillerson will engage with
regional partners to promote a
safe, prosperous, energy
secure, and democratic hemi-
sphere.
�

U.S. secretary of state to visit
Jamaica in FebruaryBill Clinton to visit Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda 

‘NO MERCY’: Man gets 41 years for murdering Guyanese teenage girl
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A deal to resolve DACA, the
Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program
which allows undocumented
young immigrants from the
Caribbean and elsewhere to
remain in the United States,
appears to hang in the bal-
ance.

Infighting among the two
major political parties in the
U.S. Congress, plus a presi-
dent who seems uncertain
which path to choose for
DACA recipients, has put the
program in doubt and threat-
ens some 800,000 immigrants
with possible deportation.

According to reports com-
ing out of the U.S. capital last
month, representatives of the
major political parties are far
apart in finding a deal.
President Donald Trump has
also shifted his position on the
issue repeatedly, so no one is
100 percent sure where he
stands today.

SECURITY
Trump, however, has

insisted that any deal regard-
ing DACA must include
ramped up border security,
including the building of a
wall at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der. Republican colleagues
have backed the president on
that point. Democrats have
shown willingness to allow
support for the $25 billion
wall.

However, Trump has also
hinted at a pathway to citizen-
ship for 1.8 million undocu-
mented immigrants, including
DACA recipients. And while
Democrats support that idea,
it has enraged some
Republicans, who often refer
to such a decision as amnesty.

Last month, the Trump’s
administration released guide-
lines for a resolution to the
dilemma of DACA, which the
president said will officially
end Mar. 5.

The president is also
pushing to end what he calls
“chain migration,” which is a
system where immigrants,
once allowed legal residence
in the U.S., are able to file for
the same privilege for family
members. Trump is adamant
the privilege not be extended
beyond minor children and
spouses. He also wants to end
the diversity visa lottery pro-
gram, a system where appli-
cants from a variety of coun-
tries can gain legal residence
in the U.S.

NO SUPPORT
Trump’s proposal has not

received major support from
Republicans, who call the 
plan “amnesty.” Democratic
Senator Bob Menendez called
the president’s proposal a
“massive, cruel and family-
punishing overhaul of our cur-

rent legal immigration sys-
tem.”

So, with next month’s
deadline looming, some U.S.
lawmakers have already deter-
mined a permanent DACA
deal “dead.”

“When Trump proposed
something that in orthodoxy
was not possible in the
Democrat world and got criti-

cized by the right, that was the
end of the deal, because how
can Trump agree to something
more liberal now?” an immi-
gration attorney told CNN.

“... For both sides, the
deal is completely unaccept-
able, so that’s what makes this
very complicated.”

OFFENSIVE

Democrats have not been
heartened by Trump’s overall
stance on immigrants, espe-
cially those from countries
with populations of mostly
black people. He reportedly
called Haiti and Africa “shit
hole” countries while praising
immigrants from mainly white
nations.

However, some lawmak-

ers have insisted that Trump’s
framework on immigration
represents the president final-
ly settling on a policy.
Oklahoma’s Republican Sen.
James Lankford said he would
back the plan Trump set out
last week.

“Obviously, he just put it

NAILBITER: DACA hangs in balance, Caribbean nationals at risk
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Raising a family is expensive. 
That’s why I work hard to keep 

FPL bills low, negotiating the 
best price on natural gas so we 
can pass the savings on to you.

FPL Natural Gas Trader

FPL.com

At work, it’s my job to negotiate contracts for the fuel that powers 

FPL bills among the lowest in the nation. 
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ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada –
Grenada will vote for a new
government next month.

On Jan. 28 Prime
Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell
announced Mar. 13 as the
date for fresh general elec-
tions.

Nomination Day is Feb.
20.

In the 2013 general elec-
tions, the New National Party
(NNP) won all 15 seats,
defeating the National

Democratic Congress (NDC)
government of then Prime
Minister Tillman Thomas.

This will be the second
time that general elections
will be held on Mar. 13. On
the first occasion in 1990, the
NDC won seven seats, the
Grenada United Labour
Party (GULP) four seats. The
NNP won two seats, the same
as the National Party (NP).
�

on paper,”  Lankford told
CNN. “This wasn’t just a
statement at a press confer-
ence offhand. If he’s putting it
on paper, that means not only
has he signed off on it, his
team has signed off on it.”

Democrats are not so

sure, citing the fact that
Trump has often changed his
mind about policy.

With the early March
deadline looming, there are
suggestions of a short-term
extension for DACA recipi-
ents or “Dreamers”, or nar-
rowing the deal before tack-

ling a broader immigration
solution down the road.

With less than a month to
go before the deadline, noth-
ing seems certain.

- Compiled from multiple
sources.
�

Grenada votes Mar. 13 Caribbean nationals can again apply for DACA 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
The administration of United
States President Donald
Trump says it will resume
accepting renewal requests for
a program that shields from
deportation young Caribbean
and other immigrants who
were brought illegally to the
U.S. as children.

The U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
last month said that “until fur-
ther notice,” the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA), a program imple-
mented by former U.S.
President Barack Obama, “will
be operated on the terms in
place before it was rescinded”
in September, when Trump
moved to end it.

“Due to a federal court
order, USCIS has resumed
accepting requests to renew a
grant of deferred action under
DACA,” the statement read.
“Until further notice, and
unless otherwise provided in
this guidance, the DACA poli-
cy will be operated on the
terms in place before it was
rescinded on September 5,
2017.

“Individuals who were
previously granted deferred
action under DACA may
request renewal by
filing Form I-821D
(PDF), Form I-765 (PDF),
and Form I-765 Worksheet
(PDF), with the appropriate
fee or approved fee exemp-
tion request, at the USCIS
designated filing location, and
in accordance with the instruc-
tions to the Form I-821D
(PDF) and Form I-765
(PDF),” the statement added.

CUT OFF
But USCIS said it is not

accepting requests from indi-
viduals who have never before
been granted deferred action
under DACA.

USCIS also said it will not
accept or approve advance
parole requests from DACA
recipients.

“If you previously
received DACA and your
DACA expired on or after
Sept. 5, 2016, you may still file
your DACA request as a
renewal request,” the state-
ment read. “Please list the
date your prior DACA ended
in the appropriate box on Part
1 of the Form I-821D.”

USCIS warned: “If you
previously received DACA
and your DACA expired
before Sept. 5, 2016, or your
DACA was previously termi-
nated at any time, you cannot
request DACA as a renewal
(because renewal requests typ-
ically must be submitted within
one year of the expiration date
of your last period of deferred
action approved under
DACA).”

USCIS said applicants can,
nonetheless, file a new initial
DACA request in accordance
with the Form I-821D and
Form I-765 instructions.

“To assist USCIS with
reviewing your DACA request
for acceptance, if you are filing
a new initial DACA request
because your DACA expired

before September 5, 2016, or
because it was terminated at
any time, please list the date
your prior DACA expired or
was terminated on Part 1 of
the Form I-821D, if available,”
the statement noted.

DISCRETIONARY
“Deferred action is a dis-

cretionary determination to
defer a removal action of an
individual as an act of prosecu-
torial discretion,” it added.

“Further, deferred action
under DACA does not confer
legal status upon an individual
and may be terminated at any
time, with or without a Notice
of Intent to Terminate, at
DHS’s discretion.”

Last month, Judge William
Alsup, of Federal District
Court in San Francisco, ruled
that the Trump administration
must “maintain the DACA
program on a nationwide
basis” as the legal challenge to
the president’s decision goes
forward. Alsup said previous
beneficiaries of DACA, known
as “Dreamers”, must be
allowed to renew their status in
the program, although the gov-
ernment would not be required
to accept new applications
from immigrants who had not
previously submitted one.
�

(Continued from page 3)



NEW YORK – Two members
of the United States Congress
from New York last month
demanded an urgent meeting
with top officials from the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agency
over what they say is the “tar-
geting” of Caribbean and
other immigration activists.

In a letter to the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), Democratic
Congressional representatives
Nydia Velázquez and Joe
Crowley called for a sit down
with ICE brass about “the
rash of enforcement actions
against immigrant rights lead-
ers.”

The letter to DHS
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen,
dispatched on Jan. 26, which
was signed by an additional 29
legislators, came weeks after
ICE detained immigrant rights
activist Trinidadian Ravi
Ragbir, 53, in lower
Manhattan on Jan. 11.

The letter also cites

the agency’s treatment of
other prominent immigrant
rights activists nationwide,
including Eliseo Jurado,
whom ICE is detaining in
Colorado, and Maru Mora-
Villalpando, who could soon
be deported.

The congressional repre-
sentatives also mentioned
Jean Montrevil — whom ICE
recently deported to Haiti.

CONCERN
“As Members of

Congress, we write to express
our collective concern regard-
ing Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s (ICE) recent
targeting of immigrant rights
leaders across the United
States,” the letter stated.
“Despite their goodwill, the
majority of these leaders face
separation from the communi-
ties that they call home.

“Given the rash of
enforcement actions against
immigrant rights leaders, we
respectfully request a meeting

with you to discuss the intent
of current enforcement
actions against such persons,”
the letter added.

In a statement, Velázquez
and Crowley said: “There’s a
clear, appalling pattern of ICE
targeting leaders in the immi-
grant community who are
speaking out against President
(Donald) Trump’s anti-immi-
grant agenda.

“This practice is morally
unacceptable and has a chill-

ing effect on leaders
who stand up for
their rights and their
neighbors,” they
added. “We intend
to hold DHS and
ICE accountable to
find out why this is
happening.”

THREAT
But ICE said that

it “focuses its
enforcement
resources on individ-
uals who pose a

threat to national security,
public safety and border secu-
rity.

“U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement does
not target unlawfully present
aliens (immigrants) for arrest,
based on advocacy positions
they hold or in retaliation for
critical comments they make,”
ICE noted. “Any suggestion
to the contrary is irresponsi-
ble, speculative and inaccu-
rate.”

A spokesman for
Velázquez subsequently said:
“ICE can spin these numbers
all it wants, but the fact is
we’re seeing a rash of
instances where immigrants
who pose zero threat are
being targeted and, coinciden-
tally, they happen to be com-
munity leaders.”

ARREST
On Jan. 11, a Caribbean

American legislator in New
York was arrested while
protesting ICE’s detention of
Ragbir, executive director of
the New York-based New
Sanctuary Coalition, who has
lived in the U.S. for over two
decades. New York City
Council Member Jumaane D.
Williams, son of Grenadian
immigrants, was arrested dur-
ing the protest in lower
Manhattan alongside Council
Member Ydanis Rodriguez
and a group of activists.

TARGETS: ICE zooms in on Caribbean immigration rights leaders 

NEW YORK – A United
States Federal District Court
judge has ordered the immedi-
ate release of a Trinidadian-
born immigrant rights activist
Ravi Ragbir, calling his abrupt
detention last month unconsti-
tutional and cruel.

Judge Katherine B.
Forrest, of the U.S. District
Court of the Southern District
of New York, in an impas-
sioned rebuke of the adminis-
tration of President Donald
Trump’s immigration policy,
said Ragbir, 43, who has been
ordered to leave the U.S. by
immigration officials, should
have been entitled to “the
freedom to say goodbye.

“It ought not to be, and it
has never before been, that
those who have lived without
incident in this country for
years are subjected to treat-
ment we associate with
regimes we revile as unjust,
regimes where those who have
long lived in a country may be
taken without notice from
streets, home and work. And

sent away,” said Judge Forrest,
reading from the seven-page
written order she delivered
soon after oral arguments.

“We are not that country;
and woe be the day that we
become that country under a
fiction that laws allow it,” she
added.

“The court finds that
when this country allowed
(Ragbir) to become a part of
our community fabric, allowed
him to build a life with and
among us and to enjoy the lib-
erties and freedom that come
with that, it committed itself to
allowance of an orderly depar-
ture when the time came, and
it committed itself to avoid-
ance of unnecessary cruelty
when the time came.

“By denying (Ragbir)
these rights, the government
has acted wrongly,” Forrest
said on Jan. 29.

CHEERS
Thunderous cheers and

clapping erupted in the 23rd
floor courtroom packed to

overflow capacity with clergy
and members of the New
Sanctuary Coalition of New
York City, the immigrant
rights organization where
Ragbir is the executive direc-
tor.

Ragbir was released the
night of Jan. 29 from the
Orange County Correctional
Facility in Goshen, Orange
County, New York, and will
continue to fight his deporta-
tion on several fronts.

In a stinging response, the
U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agency described Ragbir as
“an aggravated felon” in refer-
ence to his wire fraud convic-
tion in 2000, saying it was
“actively exploring” an appeal.

“The agency is deeply dis-
turbed by the harmful person-
al attacks some Congress
members have leveled against
career law enforcement per-
sonnel, whose sworn duty is

enforcing laws enacted by
Congress itself,” the ICE
statement read.

“The agency is similarly
concerned with the tone of the
district court’s decision, which
equates the difficult work ICE
professionals do every day to
enforce our immigration laws
with ‘treatment we associate
with regimes we revile as
unjust’,” it added.
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- File photograph
Williams, center with hands up, joins protesters.

Ravi Ragbir, center, flanked by N.Y. City Council members.

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 6)

U.S. judge orders T&T immigration activist freed from custody



‘GROUND BREAKING’
U.S. federal prosecutors

had asked Forrest, who was
nominated by former
President Barack Obama in
2011, to keep Ragbir in deten-
tion, but she rejected the
request.

Stephen Yale-Loehr, a
professor at Cornell Law
School in New York, called the
decision “ground breaking.

“It holds that the
Constitution requires the gov-
ernment to give people subject
to a final deportation order
time to arrange their affairs,”
he said, cautioning, however,
that the judge’s decision was
“long on rhetoric and short on
careful legal analysis. I worry
that a higher court may
reverse.”

Forrest acknowledged that
the U.S. government’s
labyrinthine statutes allowed
for the detention of people
with what are known as final
orders of removal, meaning
that they have no further
appeals in the immigration
courts and may be deported.
But that did not mean the gov-
ernment could deny due
process, she said.

“Taking such a man, and
there are many such men and
women like him, and subjecting

him to what is rightfully under-
stood as no different or better
than penal detention, is certain-
ly cruel,” Forrest said. “The
Constitution commands better.”

DEPORTED
Ragbir, who came to the

U.S. in 1991, had been a lawful
permanent resident when he
was convicted of wire fraud in
2000. After he served his sen-
tence he was ordered deported
in 2006 and detained by immi-
gration officials, then released
on an order of supervision
while his case moved through
the immigration courts.

In 2011, the New York
field office of the ICE granted
him a stay of removal, allow-
ing him to remain in the coun-
try. Ragbir was given several
extensions of the stay, the last
set to expire on Jan. 19.

But ICE decided to detain
him eight days early and feder-
al prosecutors argued they did
so because ICE had obtained
travel documents from T&T.

But the activist was flown
to a detention facility in
Miami, Florida without initially
notifying his lawyer and wife.
The court later ordered him
back to the New York area.

- Edited from CMC.
�

“Many people were taken
away by law enforcement …,”
Williams then told
the Caribbean Media
Corporation after his release.

“Protesters like myself were
taken in an NYPD (New York
Police Department) van.”

- Edited from CMC.
�

BOSTON, Massachusetts –
Two men convicted in the
shooting death of an innocent
bystander at a Caribbean car-
nival in Boston’s Dorchester
neighborhood have been sen-
tenced to life in prison.

Keith Williams, 21, and
Wesson Colas, 25, who were
found guilty of first degree
murder on Dec. 28 in the death
of Dawnn Jaffier, were sen-
tenced last month in Suffolk
Superior Court.

Prosecutors said Jaffier, 26,
a city youth worker, was shot
in the head as a result of an
Aug. 2014 confrontation on
Blue Hill Avenue in
Dorchester. Prosecutors said
Williams fired the shot that
killed Jaffier, but was aiming
for Colas, who they said drew
his gun first.

STATEMENTS
At last month’s sentencing,

the victim’s  brother Ian Jaffier
Jr. told the court the defen-
dants changed his life forever
when they killed his sister. He

also thanked the court for serv-
ing justice and recognized fam-
ilies whose cases haven’t been
solved and who continue to
live without closure.

“I feel like if one person is
watching this story, if one per-
son puts their gun down, that’s
really a win for the whole
entire city,” he said.

Ian Jaffier, the slain
woman’s father, called his
daughter’s shooting death
senseless, adding that she
strived to be a positive influ-
ence on the community.

Williams and Colas were
also charged with armed
assault with intent to murder,
and assault and battery with a
dangerous weapon.

A third man, Jordan Reed,
24, of Randolph, Boston, had
been charged as an accessory
after the fact to Jaffier’s mur-
der for allegedly hiding the gun
used in the shootings. He died
while the case was pending. 

- Edited from CMC.
�

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
United States President
Donald Trump has signed an
executive order to keep open
the American military prison
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
after pledging during his presi-
dential campaign to “load it
up with some bad dudes.”

Signed moments before
he presented his first State of
the Union address on Jan. 30,
Trump said: “In the past, we
have foolishly released hun-
dreds and hundreds of danger-
ous terrorists only to meet
them again on the battlefield,
including the ISIS leader, al-
Baghdadi, who we captured,
who we had, who we
released,” referring to Islamic
State group leader Abu Bakr

al-Baghdadi, who
was released from Camp
Bucca in Iraq in 2004.
“I am asking

Congress to ensure that,
in the fight against ISIS
and al-Qaeda, we contin-
ue to have all necessary
power to detain terror-
ists, wherever we chase
them down, wherever we
find them,” Trump said.
“And, in many cases,
for them, it will now be
Guantanamo Bay.”

REVOKE
Trump’s order revokes

one issued by fomer President
Barack Obama in his first
days in office that called for
the facility to close, which had
been a key Obama campaign
promise.

Although many prisoners
were released from
Guantanamo under former
President Barack Obama,
NPR said Obama was unable
to make good on the pledge to
close it altogether, due to con-
cerns over the fate of some
prisoners deemed too risky for
either being freed or moved to
U.S. soil.

No new prisoners have

been sent to Guantanamo in
more than a decade.

When Obama left office,
eight years after signing the
closing order, there were still 41
inmates. They remain, includ-
ing five who had been cleared
for release by federal agencies
when Trump took office.

While the new directive
does nothing to immediately
resolve the legal quandary
dating to the administration of
former President George W.
Bush, it does require the sec-
retary of defense to recom-
mend within 90 days a method
for determining the fate of
individuals captured by the
U.S. forces.

The order called the
detention operations at the
facility “legal, safe, humane,
and conducted consistent with
United States and internation-
al law.”

It also said the risk of
recidivism among the remain-
ing prisoners was high, claim-
ing they represented “the most
difficult and dangerous cases
from among those historically
detained at the facility.”

- Edited from CMC.
� ‘U.S. judge orders T&T immigration...

TARGETS: ICE zooms in on Caribbean...

Boston Caribbean carnival
shooters get life in prison 

Trump keeps U.S. prison in Cuba open
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KINGSTON, Jamaica
– University of the West
Indies (UWI) Vice Chancellor
Professor Hilary Beckles says
the United States needs to
respect the Caribbean and
Haiti in particular.

Beckles made the state-
ment as the fallout continues
over U.S. President Donald
Trump’s reported remarks
about Haiti, El Salvador and
African nations.

“The democratic, nation-
building debt the American
nation owes the Caribbean,
and the Haitian nation in par-
ticular, that resides at its core,
is not expected to be repaid
but must be respected,” said
Sir Hilary in a statement last
month.

“Any nation without a
nominal notion of its own
making can never compre-
hend the forces that fashion it
origins,” he said, adding that
Haiti’s Caribbean vision “illu-
minated America’s way out of

its colonial darkness.
“This is the debt

President Trump’s America
owes Toussaint L’Ouverture’s
Haiti. It’s a debt of philosophi-
cal clarity and political maturi-
ty. It’s a debt of how to rise to
its best human potential. It’s a
debt of exposure to higher
standards. Haiti is really
America’s Statue of Liberty.

“The President’s truth
making troops might not

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
agency has acknowledged that
more than 1,900 applications to
renew temporary work permits
from young Caribbean and
other immigrants were wrongly
rejected for being late.

As the U.S. Congress
debates the future of the
Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program
(DACA), which is set to
expire on March 5, the reject-
ed applicants have been
scrambling to overcome the
government’s error.

According to the New
York Times, many have
already lost their work per-
mits, causing a cascade of con-
sequences. Mauricio Noroña,

a lawyer for the Immigrant
Community Law Center in
Manhattan, New York, called
the 1,900-figure, “astounding.”

Noroña
claimed he saw
the devastating
effects the mail
delays had on
one of his clients,
whom he
declined to
name, saying she
was afraid of
repercussions
from the government.

“She lost her job, lost her
apartment, and is now tem-
porarily staying with family in
her home state,” Noroña said.

“More worrisome, our
client is at risk of being placed
in removal proceedings pend-

ing her DACA renewal, a
process that may take months
because USCIS didn’t commit
to expedite affected cases.”

NO PRIORITY
Steve Blando, a

spokesman for the USCIS,
said the agency has given peo-
ple 33 days to re-submit their
renewal forms, but would not
make the applications a priori-

ty, nor would the agency
extend current permits to
cover any gaps or even make
the permit, when received,
retroactive, the newspaper
reported.

“There is no expedited
processing for deferred action
under DACA,” Blando noted
in a statement. “These DACA
requests will be processed in
accordance with standard pro-
cedures. An individual’s
deferred action under the
DACA policy begins the day
USCIS approves the request
and is generally valid for two
years from the date of
issuance.”

The delayed applications
were first reported in
November. Officials initially
said that nothing could be
done for the rejected appli-
cants, adding that the number
was small. But as elected offi-
cials complained and the
extent of the problem became
clear, the agency reversed its
position.

Some applications report-
edly sat for weeks without
being delivered by the U.S.
Postal Service. Others arrived
on time at designated collec-
tion centers in Chicago,
Illinois; Dallas, Texas; and
Phoenix, Arizona, but were
not processed on time because
of courier problems.

PROBLEM
Last month, USCIS said it

sent letters to more than
“1,700 individuals,” and that
more than 200 applicants re-

submitted their renewals
before the government invited
them to do so. Part of the
problem, immigration activists
say, was that the agency
imposed a “received by”
deadline, instead of relying on
a postmark as it does with
most other immigration-relat-
ed applications.

In September, the admin-
istration of U.S. President
Donald Trump announced it
planned to end DACA  on
Mar. 5 but urged Congress to
find a legislative solution
before then. Anyone whose
permit expired before March
could renew by Oct. 5.

“The fact that that many
individuals were affected
shows that the deadline they
imposed - which we always
said was too short and too
arbitrary - was too short even
for the government to per-
form its functions properly,”
Camille Mackler, the director
of legal initiatives for the New
York Immigration Coalition.

BLAME
According to USCIS,

154,000 people were eligible
to apply for renewal and
132,000 applications were
received on time.

However, in an Oct. 18
deposition conducted as part
of a federal lawsuit in
Brooklyn, New York, 4,000
DACA applications arrived
late and were rejected.

The government is taking

U.S. must respect Caribbean, 
says UWI vice chancellor

U.S. admits DACA applications rejected due to mail problems 
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“She lost her job, lost her apartment, and is
now temporarily staying with family in her
home state. More worrisome, our client is at
risk of being placed in removal proceedings
pending her DACA renewal, a process that
may take months because USCIS didn’t
commit to expedite affected cases”

Many DACA recipients are losing their legal status.

Beckles
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know, and probably care little
for the fact that Haitian peo-
ple were first in this modern
world to build a nation com-
pletely free of the human
scourge of slavery and native
genocide,” the UWI vice
chancellor stated.

“It might be worthless in
their world view that Haiti’s
leadership made the
Caribbean the first civilization
in modernity to criminalize
and constitutionally uproot
such crimes against humanity
and to proceed with sustain-
ability to build a nation upon
the basis of universal free-
dom,” he continued.

TRUTH
“The tale of their two

constitutions tells this truth,”
he said. “The American
Independence Declaration of
2nd July, 1776, reinforced
slavery as the national devel-
opment model for the future.

The Haitian Independence
Declaration, 1st January, 1804,
defined slavery a crime and
banished it from its borders.”

Sir Hilary said Haiti, then,
became the first nation in the
world to enforce a provision
of personal democratic free-
dom for all, “and did so at a
time when America was deep-
ening its slavery roots.

“The USA, therefore,
should daily bow before Haiti
and thank it for the lessons it
taught in how to conceptual-
ize and create a democratic
political and social order,” he
said.

“Having built their nation
on the pillars of property
rights in humans, and realizing
a century later that slavery
and freedom could not coexist
in the same nation, Americans
returned to the battlefield to
litigate the century’s bloodiest
defining and deciding civil
war.

Sir Hilary said Haiti was
and will remain “this hemi-

sphere’s mother of modern
democracy; and the Caribbean,
the cradle of the first ethical
civilization.”

CELEBRATION
“For President Trump,

therefore, to define the
Caribbean’s noble heroes of
human freedom, whose sacri-
fice empowered and enlight-
ened his nation in its darkest
days, as a site of human
degradation, is beyond com-
prehension,” he said.

“It is a brutal bashing of
basic truths that are in need,
not of violation, but celebra-
tion.

“Haiti, then, is mankind’s
monument to its triumphant
rise from the demonic descent
into despair to the forging of
its first democratic dispensa-
tion,” he added. “It is home to
humanity’s most resilient peo-
ple, who are the persistent
proof of the unrelenting intent
of the species to let freedom
rain and reign.

“Thankfully, many fine
souls dedicated to social jus-
tice have risen to ‘write this
wrong’ into the public
record.”

In taking comfort in
recalling a line “drawn on the
highway of history,” Sir Hilary
said: “In this 2018 White
House attempt to diminish
Caribbean Civilization, let’s
read aloud a part of William
Wordsworth’s 1802 celebrato-
ry sonnet to Toussaint
L’Ouverture of Haiti, the
greatest democracy mind of
modernity.

“…‘though fallen thyself,
never to rise again/Live and
take comfort/ Thou have left
behind Powers that will work
for thee/Air, earth, and
skies/There’s not a breathing
of the common wind that will
forget thee/ thou have great
allies/thy friends are exulta-
tion, agonies, and love, and
man’s unconquerable mind.’”
�

WASHINGTON,
D.C. – United States
President Donald
Trump says he is open
to a path to citizen-
ship after 10 to 12
years for hundreds of
thousands of undocu-
mented Caribbean
and other immigrants
brought to the U.S. as
children.

Trump made the
statement on Jan. 24,
days after rejecting a
bipartisan plan with
that as its centerpiece.
He told reporters at
the White House that
he would allow the
young immigrants,
known as Dreamers,
to “morph into” citi-
zens over a period of
time.

“Over a period of
10 to 12 years,”
Trump said, “somebody does a
great job, they work hard —
that gives incentive to do a
great job. Whatever they’re
doing, if they do a great job, I
think it’s a nice thing to have
the incentive of, after a period
of years, being able to become
a citizen.”

SOLUTION?
In September, Trump

ended the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA),

a program started by former
President Barack Obama, say-
ing it was an illegal assertion
of execu-
tive
authority
by his
predeces-
sor. Even
as
Trump’s
actions threatened nearly
700,000 young immigrants with
deportation when the program

expires Mar. 5, he
has urged
Congress to find a
permanent solu-
tion that could
allow them to live
and work in the
country legally.

However, the
fate of the
“Dreamers” is at
the center of a
furious stalemate
in the U.S.
Congress, where
Republicans and
Democrats are
struggling to find
a compromise.
According to the
New York Times
newspaper,
Trump’s positions
have been difficult
to discern, vacil-
lating between his
expressions of sym-

pathy for the DACA recipi-
ents and his hardline demands

for a crack-
down on ille-
gal immi-
grants.
As president,
he quickly
tried to
impose a

travel ban on predominantly
Muslim countries and gave
immigration agents more
authority to round up undocu-

mented Caribbean and other
immigrants.

‘BILL OF LOVE’
However, he also once

said he wanted a “bill of love”
to address the fate of the
DACA recipients.

Senator Tom Cotton,
Republican of Arkansas, who
is a hard line conservative on
immigration issues, reiterated
that any deal on immigration
would have to include
Republican demands for
tougher enforcement on immi-
gration, stating on Twitter that
“it must be done responsibly,
guaranteeing a secure and law-
ful border & ending chain
migration, to mitigate the neg-
ative side effects of codifying
DACA.”

SUPPORT
But Trump’s remarks drew

support from Lindsey
Graham, a Republican of
South Carolina, who has in
recent weeks been at the fore-
front of efforts to reach an
immigration deal. Graham had
been one of the architects of
the bipartisan plan rejected by
Trump.

“President Trump’s sup-
port for a pathway to citizen-
ship will help us get strong
border security measures as
we work to modernize a bro-
ken immigration system,”

Graham noted in a statement.
“Finally, with this statement,
we are on track to solving the
immigration problem which is
the political key to rebuilding
our military.”

Sen. Richard J. Durbin,
Democrat of Illinois, who has
been leading the bipartisan
talks with Graham, also wel-
comed Trump’s latest state-
ment.

“The President is headed
in the right direction here,”
Durbin stated.

Trump also said he 
will insist on an end to the
diversity lottery system, which
encourages immigration from
a variety of countries. He
referred to the program as a
“broken system” that brings
the wrong kind of people into
the U.S. He said he wanted to
negotiate an end to so-called
chain migration, but said he
would work to allow nuclear
families to stay together.

- Edited from CMC.
�

U.S. must respect Caribbean, says UWI vice chancellor

U.S. admits DACA applications rejected due to mail problems 

Path to U.S. citizenship open for Caribbean ‘Dreamers’ ~ Trump
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the blame for nearly half of
those.

Hasan Shafiqullah, a
lawyer for the Legal Aid

Society of New York, said he
thought the number might
even be higher. He said one of
his clients, whose application
was rejected, lost his DACA

protections on Dec. 1, another
lost them on Dec. 23, and two
more will lose theirs soon.

Without DACA permits,
the immigrants cannot legally

work and may not be eligible
for college scholarships.

- Edited from CMC.
�
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“It must be done responsibly, guar-
anteeing a secure and lawful border
and ending chain migration, to miti-
gate the negative side effects of
codifying DACA” – Cotton

Trump



To many Dreamers, whose
lives are in limbo and who
may be going through
unimaginable stress at the
thought of what Mar. 5 will
mean for them, the mention
by Donald Trump of a path to
citizenship
for some 1.8
million may
seem like a
lifeline.

A
“dream”
finally real-
ized!

But lost
in the dia-
logue,
beyond the
fact that
Trump cannot be trusted, is
the biggest modern-day ran-
som that 45 is trying to boldly
pull-off.

Throughout his sordid
and racially-tinged campaign,
Trump repeatedly and
brazenly proclaimed that
Mexico would pay for his
“big, beautiful wall … with a
door,” all along the United
States’ southern border.

Now, over a year later,
Trump is demanding $30 bil-
lion in ransom – without
blinking an eye – from
American taxpayers, in
exchange for 1.8 Dreamers to
stay in the U.S. and possibly
earn citizenship – sometime in
the next decade or so. That’s
roughly $20,000 per Dreamer!
Yet no one it seems, in the
Republican Party, finds this
outrageous or even remotely
disconcerting; while
Democrats, in their haste to
help keep Dreamers here, are
now happy to even make
Trump’s dream of “Berlin
Wall” 2018, come true.

‘WHITE ELEPHANT’
As a naturalized immi-

grant, I am all for taking a
stance for Dreamers. But as
an American taxpayer, I will
not help fund a white ele-
phant at the border that will
serve absolutely no real pur-
pose.

I will support border
security – via electronic moni-
toring and agents on the
ground – but I will not help
pay for Trump’s “big, beauti-
ful wall” and I know a lot of
people who will not – espe-
cially not via this bold mod-
ern-day ransom demand.

If Democrats are willing
to go along with this White
House plan, then let us throw
in all non-criminal, undocu-
mented immigrants into the
mix, end the decades old
problem of illegal immigra-
tion within the border and
then close-down the loop

holes and the border.
I have no problem with

ending the visa lottery in favor
of increasing skill-based visas
and I also have no problem
ending aspects of family
migration such as sponsorship
of married and older sib-
lings. Sure I know the plan is
to put an end to the growing
number of black and brown
immigrants and change the
demographic landscape of the
future, but I can blink on that
if it means  some form of
legalization for millions of
non-criminal, hardworking,
tax paying immigrants, who
have been in this country for
more than a decades in some
cases and who are part of the
fabric of this American socie-
ty.

REALITY
These are reality-based

requests that can be negotiat-
ed to match Trump and his
White House’s racist agenda
to lower migration to the U.S.
and shut the border. Skilled
immigrants will always be
needed, regardless of how
much they wish those immi-
grants would be of a lighter
melanin.

As someone who became
a U.S. citizen because of a
skilled immigration option in
the law, I know for a fact that
they cannot stop the brains of
us immigrants - both brown
and black - regardless of how
much they see us as from
“s…hole” countries.

But Democrats would be
remiss to give into Trump’s
racist, highway robbery with-
out winning a deal for all
undocumented immigrants
who can pay a fine, learn
English and get some form of
legal status to stay in this
country even if citizenship
may not be on the cards.

Edited from News Americas.
Felicia J. Persaud is CMO at
Hard Beat Communications,
Inc. which owns the brands
NewsAmericasNow,
CaribPRWire and
InvestCaribbeanNow.
�

JOAN WILLIAMS

I see a pattern emerging in the
quest to expose and change
the culture concerning the
pervasive sexual exploitation
of women.

This has plagued women
and children from the begin-
ning of time and made our
lives a living nightmare.

This is a direct result of
patriarchal domination and
the religious doctrines devel-
oped by men, that determined
that women are men’s proper-
ty who were put on earth to
look after the home and most
importantly, provide pleasure
for men.

No women suffered more
from this doctrine than
imported African slaves, who
were not only valued as facto-
ries for producing an unend-
ing supply of workers for the
plantations, but also, impor-
tantly, for the sexual pleasure
of their masters and their
teenage sons who were sup-
posed to be taught how to
enjoy sex by slave women.

The high percentage of
mixed race people in former
slave societies is a permanent
reminder of those terrible
days.

LEAD
What the press in the

United States is beginning to
do today, as it has done so
many times in the past, is to
take the lead to bring about a
change of culture. Hopefully
this will have worldwide impli-
cations for, in general, when
America leads the world fol-
lows.

We therefore cannot
allow ourselves to be side-
tracked by the loud, perverted
voices who want to resist this
cultural change. Predatory
men of all political stripes are
being exposed by the media.

We have other apologists
who are seeking to cloud the
issues by putting flirting, sexu-
al harassment at the work-
place, adultery between con-
sulting adults, rape and
pedophilia all into one barrel. 

I have also heard others
trying to resurrect Bill
Clinton’s confessed adultery,
an immoral but non-criminal
act, and comparing it to that
of the current U.S. president
who has openly boasted about
groping women, an action
confirmed by some 15 women
have come forward to affirm
that they have actually been
his victims.

MERIT
While every type of sex

crime is serious and deserves
in-depth investigation, perse-

cution and criminal penalties
where possible, every incident
has to be dealt with on its own
merit.

The current attack on
predatory behavior by men
who stymie the progress of
ambitious women, causing
mental trauma and destroying
lives forever, may have elicit-
ed concerted and perverse
attempts to downplay this real
problem and provide cover for
those who have committed
these harmful sex crimes no
matter how long ago. This
should not be allowed to suc-
ceed or detract from the issue.

Among the strategies I
see at play by some persons
seeking to derail the move-
ment to expose powerful men
who previously used their
money, dominance in their
organizations and even the
media, to attack and destroy
their victims, is to belligerent-
ly denigrate the valiant
women who had to suffer in
silence for even decades.

An even more pernicious
strategy is to try and even
paint the independent press as
purveyors of fake news and go
as far as to try to set them up
by having them publish false
claims.  

RESILIENT
However, the American

press is proving itself to be far
too sophisticated and resilient
to be taken in by such devious
ruses devised by deplorable
people but we still need to
stand firm and support them. 

Women have to be care-
ful, however, not to jump to
the conclusion that most men
or all men are sexual preda-
tors, for those now being
accused, though popular and
powerful, are a small fraction
of the total number of men
who hold similar positions in
the society.  

What distinguishes per-
verts from the decent men in

Donald Trump’s $30B
wall ransom demand

Press rises to expose sexual predators,
despite opposition from perverted voices
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The media has brought the issue to the forefront.

FELICIA J.
PERSAUD
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Liars have to have good memo-
ries.

So much has been said
about lies and lying that I’d be
lying if I said that lying isn’t a
part of the human mosaic.
Lying seems to be second

nature to people, and lies of all
forms simply roll off the tongue
and out of the mouths of every-
one. Yes everyone, for every-
body lies - with justification of
course.

This fact was expressed in
a recent issue of National
Geographic Magazine, which
has the headline on the cover
“Why We Lie”.

So goes the old joke about
people who lie a lot. I must be
careful when I label profes-
sions, but some really do have a
questionable reputation when it
comes to lying. One is used car
salesmen, who have always
been the butt of lying jokes.
That’s because they always
bend the truth, embellish the
facts, paint a glowing picture of
the cars that they’re selling.

The others are lawyers.
Oh, how they have been
accused of perpetual prevarica-
tion. So much so that another
moniker for lawyer is liar. I did-
n’t make that up, but it’s a uni-
versal saying.

But the truth is, everybody
lies to some degree or another,
and the reasons are varied. The
main one being to appear bet-
ter, more successful, loftier, in
other people’s eyes.

SCIENCE
National Geographic

explains the science behind our
complicated relationship with
the truth. It outlines that hon-
esty may be the best policy, but
deception and dishonesty are
part of being human. In other
words, people are born to lie.

Of course there are differ-

ent degrees of lies,
even though the
Bible says that all
sins are equal
before the Lord.
But mankind puts a
spin on it to justify
their lies by saying,
“That’s a big fat
damn dirty lie,” as
opposed to, “Oh, it’s
just a little white
lie.”
Learning to lie is

a natural stage in
child development,
says the research,
and psychologists at
the University of
Toronto have
explained how chil-
dren become more sophisticat-
ed liars as they age. Even when
caught with their hands in the
cookie jar and their mouths
covered with crumbs, they will
deny it.

But it doesn’t take
advanced research to discover
that children lie, even though
parents put it down to a child’s
vivid imagination.

IT’S O.K.
But scientists say that it’s

O.K. - it’s a part of the human
development - plus they also
proved that the brighter chil-
dren lied more.

Why lie though? Why do
we have this propensity to not
only bend the truth, but shatter
it to bits? Some of the reasons
are personal transgression: to
cover up. By doing so, we hide
what wrongs we may have
done.

Avoidance: to escape.
“Did you sleep with my

wife last week?”
“No boss, that never hap-

pened.”
Pathological: to ignore and

escape reality.

“I just fin-
ished a round
the world trip
with the
Sultan of
Brunai.”

Social or
polite: to avoid
rudeness.

“No
madam, your
makeup looks
stunning.”

Altruistic: to help people.
“No ma’am, it’s no prob-

lem changing your tire for
you.”

Humor: to make people
laugh.

“My foot is so big that I
tripped over it last night.”

Self impression: which
shapes one’s position and image
of ourselves.

“I have the most important
job in the company, systems
engineer.”

Personal advantage and
economic advantage:

“I can do it better than her
with my vast experience.”

Take your pick regarding
why you lie from that list
above. I guarantee that you fall
into at least one of those cate-
gories if not all of them. And if
you say otherwise, I suggest
that you’re lying.

BIG LIES
We have so many examples

of persons who have lied their
way into jobs, claiming that
they were PhDs when they did-
n’t even have a high school
diploma. Many were discov-
ered, caught in their lie, but
some still managed to slip
through the cracks and go
undetected. 

Quite a few so-called “big
people” tell big lies too and
National Geographic quoted
lies from United States presi-
dents that were absolute whop-
pers.

Other persons lie to escape
danger or other dire situations.

“Did you sleep with my
best friend?”

“Oh no my dear, never.”
Shaggy’s song, “It wasn’t

me,” addressed this, and rose to
become one of the best selling
international hits of all time.

AGE OLD
Women lie about their age,

and especially about their past,
diminishing the years, and also
the amount of lovers that they
had.

“I only had one boyfriend
before you honey, I swear it.”

But men lie in the opposite
direction, especially to their
friends.

“I slept with over 600
women.”

Lies, lies, damn lies, but all
for a purpose, self preservation
or ego boosting.

If you lie in court, it’s called
perjury, which is a serious
offense that can have severe
consequences. If a politician
lies, it’s called a campaign
promise. That’s right, you can
have future lies too.

“Vote for me and I promise
you a chicken in your pot every
Sunday.”

Some people lie to protect
other’s feelings, and justify it
too, citing compassion.

“No honey, you aren’t fat,
just a bit plump.”

“Oh sweetheart, don’t
worry, size doesn’t matter.”

All lies, but done because
we’re human and born to lie.
It’s just in our nature. Listen,
I’m not lying, honest, for the
highly respected National
Geographic Magazine verified
the same thing that I have said.
Don’t bend the truth too much
though. 

seido1@hotmail.com
�

Press rises to expose sexual predators, despite opposition

Honest to Goodness: The real truth is, everybody lies
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positions of authority is their
penchant to abuse power,
something most powerful men
never do. I therefore disagree
with those who declare that
one solution simply lies in
more women being elevated to
senior positions.

I am all for women who
wish to do so, to become man-
agers based on their ability.
But women can also abuse
power and have been exposed
for doing so.  Therefore, that
cannot be considered the solu-
tion.

We must instead salute
the good journalists, many of
whom are men, who seek out
and work with the victims to
bring irrefutable evidence to
expose that small minority of
even some of their most popu-
lar and powerful colleagues
and the organizations that
shielded them over the years.  

By encouraging and allow-
ing the brave women to share
their stories, the media has put
a roller coaster into motion
that is unstoppable because
the predatory men now have
to pay a real price, not only in
terms of being named and
shamed but also losing their
livelihood and positions of
power.

Yes, many will miss facing
criminal consequences because
their crimes were committed
decades ago and are not pros-
ecutable because of the statute
of limitations. But at least now
they are paying a real price
with their pockets, careers and
reputation for past misdeeds.

Another nudge in the
right direction came via a
report in the New York Times
of Dec. 16, which revealed
that Senator Robert
Menendez proposed an
amendment to the tax bill to
the effect that any settlement,
payout or lawyer’s fees related
to sexual harassment or sexual
abuse could not be deducted
as a business expense if such
payments were subject to a
nondisclosure agreement.

GOOD STEP
This may not be a revolu-

tionary amendment but at
least it is a good step in the
right direction considering that
in the past even taxpayers had
to pay hush money for preda-
tory congressmen.

However, despite what
appears to be rapid progress,
because there are almost daily
reports of the unmasking of
new, powerful perpetrators,
unfortunately this is a revolu-

tion which will take decades
before it is totally effective in
all sections of the society. For
while high-profile white-collar
female workers in top profes-
sions now have a voice, it will
probably take decades before
women in lower paying and
menial jobs will have the con-
fidence to come forward in
numbers to expose their
exploiters. For in many
instances, in their field of
work, there are numerous tak-
ers for their jobs and most
times they are the sole bread-
winners in their families or
may often be insecure in their
immigration status. 

A method has to be found
to shine the searchlight on
their plight too, and that of the
estimated 20 million to 36 mil-
lion sex slaves living in hell
today throughout the world. 

This is an awesome task.
So hopefully this cultural revo-
lution will continue to shine in
every dark corner throughout
the world until all women are
free.

Edited from an article con-
tributed by Joan Williams,
author of “Looking back …
the struggle to preserve our
freedoms”.
�

(Continued from page 9)
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WEST PALM BEACH,
Florida – Hundreds of Haitians
last month lined the West Palm
Beach approach to Donald
Trump’s so-called “Winter
White House” demanding an
apology from the United States
president for his alleged racist
remarks about their country.

The group of about 400
protesters, including doctors,

pastors, students and attorneys,
almost all of Haitian descent,
gathered in the spirit of a U.S.
federal holiday recognizing the
nation’s most recognized
activist Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Jan. 15 was also
a day on which Trump was like-
ly to see them as he zipped by
in his motorcade.

The Palm Beach Post
newspaper reported that those
who stood at the southwest cor-
ner of Southern Boulevard and
Flagler Drive said they were
driven to protest by Trump’s
reported disparaging
remarks last month, including

“Why do we want all these peo-
ple from ‘shithole countries’
coming here?”

APOLOGY
Trump also reportedly

asserted that America should
instead bring in more people
from countries such as
Norway, which is overwhelm-
ingly white.

“We know the
country (Haiti) is not a
‘shithole’ country,”
said Charlemagne
Metayer, a Lake Park
zoning board member
who came to the U.S.
in 1985, became a citi-
zen and is father of
four.

“We help
America to fight.
Some of us work two
or three jobs to make a
living. We are hard-

working people. We deserve an
apology from the president,”
Metayer said.

Byrnes N. Guillaume, an
attorney and one of the protest
organizers, said the expecta-
tions don’t end with an apology.

“We want an immigration
policy to be unbiased - one that
does not favor people from
Norway over Haiti. And we
want people who are of like
minds to vote,” Guillaume said.

SIGNS, SONGS
The protesters carried signs

declaring Haiti is not a “shit-

Haitian American legislators,
who met in South Florida late
last month, are demanding
that civil rights for Haitian
immigrants be honored follow-
ing  remarks by United States
President Donald Trump, who
reportedly referred to Haiti
and African nations as “shit-
hole countries.”

The Haitian American
elected officials have also
expressed deep concern about
recent decisions by the Trump
administration, claiming they
are impacting the immigration
status of Haitians currently
residing in the U.S. and those
who are visiting.

Discussions on strategic
planning and various legisla-
tive issues, including a call to
action, began on Jan. 26 and
continued the following day at
the National Retreat of the
National Haitian American
Elected Officials Network
(NHAEON) in North Miami.

“The Haitian community
throughout the country has
endured pain,” New York

State Assembly Member
Rodneyse Bichotte, the first
Haitian American from New
York City to be elected to the
State Assembly, told the
Caribbean Media Corporation
(CMC).

“It has been on the receiv-
ing end of unjust rhetoric and
anti-immigration policies, and
it faces challenges of commu-
nal vitality. 

“With the termination of
H2A/ H2B visas and the
recent expiration of
Temporary Protected Status
(TPS) for 50,000 Haitians, our
community has been rocked to
its core,” added the represen-
tative for the 42nd Assembly
District in Brooklyn, New
York.

“I represent one of the
largest concentrations of
Haitians in the United States.
I am happy to come together
with my colleagues in
NHAEON this weekend to
chart a path forward for
Haitians in this country.

“We will call on this

administration to
reverse course
and implement
policies that are
humane and just,
especially as it
relates to the
Temporary
Protected Status
Program, and
immigration,”
Bichotte said.

‘DEVASTAT-
ING’

She said
these policies are currently
having a “devastating impact
on our community and need to
be remedied.”

Alix Duselme, a North
Miami councilman, said in a
city in the U.S. where many
Haitian Americans call home,
“I am delighted to host my
colleagues from across this
nation as we gather to discuss
critical issues impacting a large
portion of my constituents and
policies affecting our beloved

country.
“Effective leadership

demands progressive actions
and defensive reactions. Since
2009, members of the National
Haitian-American Elected
Officials Network have been
proactive in empowering
Haitian nationals with our col-
lective advocacy,” he said.

“The recent decisions to
terminate TPS and disqualify
Haitians for H2A and H2B
benefits, we contend, were
motivated, not by law, but by

racism and xenophobia.
Consequently, these illegal
decisions necessitate such a
retreat to defend Haitian
interests,” Duselme said.

‘HISTORICAL’
New York State Assembly

Member Kimberly Jean-
Pierre, who represents Suffolk
County, Long Island, New
York, said “this reunion is his-
torical and critical to shaping
our beloved country Haiti and
to continue to serve Haitians
and Haitian Americans
throughout the United States
of America.

“I am excited to be
amongst a group of elite
Haitian professionals this
weekend,” she said.

Her colleague, Clyde
Vanel, representing Queens,
New York, said: “Now, more
than ever, we must work col-
lectively across the nation to
foster the much-needed

Haitians voice outrage
over Trump’s remarks 

Various issues have put President Donald Trump and Haitians on a collision course.
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Haitians in Florida were angry over president’s alleged
remarks.

- File photograph
Haitians protest Trump’s remarks.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Legislators demand rights for Haitian immigrants in U.S.
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change for Haitians in the
United States.”

Councilwoman Valerie M.
Cartright, of Brookhaven,
New York, on Long Island,
said the gathering of Haitian
American legislators “comes
at a critical time in the history
of America.

“However, Haitians now
find themselves as the subject
of hateful political rhetoric
and unsupported policy deci-
sions here in the US,” she said.

“There is no better time to
come together with members
of NHAEON in an effort to
strengthen the protection of
the human rights of Haitian
people and shape immigration
policies that are in the spirit of

our long-standing policy of
providing humanitarian assis-
tance to those in need.”

BRIGHT SIDE
Samson Borgelin, commis-

sioner of District D, North
Lauderdale, Florida, said “as
negative remarks about Haiti
and its people become a pre-
occupation for many, we,
Haitian American elected and
appointed officials, must look
at the bright side, foster team
spirit, breed optimism, pro-
mote resilience, renew faith
and inspire confidence in our-
selves and in others.

“The younger generation
must know their identity and
heritage in order to be proud
of their roots. It is no accident

that we as members of
NHAEON are where we are,
and doing what we are doing.
Who knows whether we have
come this far for such a time
as this? With positive attitude
from all these gems of officials,
we can make a world of differ-
ence for generations to come
both in the United States of
America and our beloved
mother Republic of Haiti.”

Commissioner Christina
Romelus, District 3, Boynton
Beach, Florida, said she was
“humbled to join this network
of Haitian American elected
officials from across the
United States here in North
Miami on this historic occa-
sion.”

�.

hole” and “Let’s make America
Great Again, NOT All white
again”.

Phoebe Crane, a 70-year-
old white woman visiting from
Indiana, waved a pink sign
declaring: “Proud Grandparent
of a Haitian!”

Many people in the crowd
were dressed in bright red and

blue, colors of the Haitian
national flag. At times, protest-
ers broke out in song. In
between, they called and
answered: “What do we want?
Apology,” the Post reported.

The protest was a first for
27-year-old Sheena Marceline,
a nursing student from West
Palm Beach.

“I’m Haitian born, but I’m
an American citizen,” said the

young woman, who arrived in
Florida when she was seven.

Marceline said her father
fled Haiti after his politically-
active brother was assassinated
in the 1990s.

“We are good people,”
Marceline added. “We had to
leave the country because of
our political beliefs.” 
�.

Ambassador urges
Trump to visit Haiti 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Legislators demand rights for Haitian immigrants in U.S.

Haitians voice outrage over Trump’s remarks 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados –
About 90 Pan-African organi-
zations and leaders in the
Caribbean have declared
United States President
Donald J. Trump “persona
non-grata” for reported racist
remarks he made last month
about Haiti and African
nations. 

The leaders said that
Trump made himself unwel-
come with his vulgar insults
against Haiti and African
countries, saying that they
likely speak for the entire
African diaspora.

The declaration was
authored by the “pan-
Africanist and socialist popu-
lar forces of Barbados,” and
submitted to the people and

civil society organizations of
the Caribbean for their
endorsement and adoption.

Among the organizations
and leaders supporting and
endorsing the declaration are:
the Clement Payne Movement
of Barbados; Caribbean
Movement for Peace and
Integration (CMPI);
Caribbean Pan-African
Network (CPAN); Peoples
Empowerment Party
(Barbados); Pan-African
Federalist Movement –
Caribbean Region Committee;
International Committee of
Black Peoples (Guadeloupe);
Jamaica-Cuba Friendship
Association; Emancipation
Support Committee of
Trinidad and Tobago;

Organization for the Victory of
the People (Guyana); Black
Consciousness Movement of
Guyana; and the International
Movement for Reparations
(Martinique).

‘NOT WELCOME’
“We, the under-signed

representatives of the sover-
eign people of the Caribbean,
hereby declare that President
Donald Trump of the United
States of America is ‘persona
non-grata’ in our Caribbean
region,” the declaration stat-
ed.

“We further declare that
as a ‘persona non-grata,’
President Donald Trump is
NOT welcome in any territory
of the Caribbean; and we
hereby confirm that we – the
Caribbean people – will peti-
tion our governments, vehe-
mently protest against any
Trump visit, and engage in
popular demonstrations
designed to prevent President
Donald Trump’s entry into
any portion of the sovereign
territory of our Caribbean
region,” it adds.

Trump denied using the
vulgar language, but at least
two senators at the meeting
confirmed he did.
�

Caribbean Pan-Africanists declare Trump ‘persona non
grata’ after alleged racist remarks about Haiti
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Trump ‘not welcome.’

WASHINGTON, D.C. – An
invitation has been extended to
United States President
Donald Trump to visit Haiti in
the aftermath of reports that he
made a derogatory comment
about the French speaking
Caribbean community (CARI-
COM) member state.

The invitation came from
Paul Altidor, Haiti’s ambassa-
dor to the U.S., during an
interview with CNN on Jan. 15.

According to Altidor, the
words reportedly said by the
president were an insult to
Haiti’s dignity.

“The words, they did hurt
the community, they did hurt
the country of Haiti,” said
Altidor. “… It hurt because
one, it’s an insult to our dignity
but more importantly it’s
because too much of Haiti is
misunderstood.”

NO EXCUSE
The Haitian ambassador,

in issuing the invitation, said it
“doesn’t excuse an apology for
what was said” and that “such
words shouldn’t be coming out
of anybody’s mouth, let alone
the president of the United
States.”

During a meeting with
lawmakers here last month,
Trump reportedly made the
comment about immigrants for
Haiti, El Salvador and African

nations. However Trump later
tweeted that he “never said
anything derogatory about
Haitians, other than Haiti is,
obviously a very poor and trou-
bled country.”

Meanwhile, St. Lucia
Prime Minister Allen
Chastanet has also weighed in
on the issue. Chastanet told
reporters in St. Lucia on Jan.
15 that Trump’s statements
were “very unfortunate.” He
said CARICOM had issued an
appropriate response.

According to Chastanet,
Haitians are still trying to
recover from a devastating
earthquake and hurricane
Matthew one year ago.

“If anything, they need our
sympathy not that level of criti-
cism,” he told reporters.

- Edited from CMC.
�
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KINGSTON, Jamaica –
Calvin Lyn, president of the
Jamaica Association of
Certified Embalmers, is urg-
ing the Ministry of Health to
investigate reports that crimi-
nals have been using embalm-
ing fluid as an inhalant result-
ing in them carrying out
extremely vio-
lent attacks.

“I believe
that should
the revela-
tions be in
place, that
restrictions
will be there
to make the
accessibility
of embalming fluid, including
Formaldehyde, difficult,” Lyn
told RJR news, saying “there
are distributors, importers,
who are selling the formalde-
hyde left, right and center.”

He said as such, the gov-
ernment’s enforcement activi-
ties must focus on the supply
chain of embalming fluid.

GETTING HIGH
Recent newspaper reports

noted that criminals were get-
ting high on embalming fluid,
which is said to be influencing
the brazen manner in which
they carry out crimes.

The media reports indi-
cate that the criminals are
spraying embalming fluid on
marijuana or tobacco cigarette
and when dried, criminals
smoke it before committing
murders.

The media reported that
the criminals were obtaining
the fluid from funeral homes.

Lyn told radio listeners
that he is disappointment that
the Ministry of Health had not
addressed the issue since it
became public, given the fact
that “when we are importing
… embalming fluid we have to
get a permit from the Ministry
of Health at least.

“I am not saying where
these killers get their embalm-
ing fluid from…but it is for
the authorities to step in,” he
added.

- Edited from CMC.
�

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
The Electoral College has
elected the first woman as the
sixth head of state of Trinidad
and Tobago with both the
prime minister and Opposition
Leader Kamla Persad
Bissessar saying she was the
best person suited for the posi-
tion.

Retired Justice Paula Mae
Weekes, was the sole nominee
to replace President Anthony
Carmona, whose five-year
term of office ends next
month.

Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Rowley said the former Court
of Appeal judge here and in
the Turks and Caicos Islands
had been a trailblazer and is
poised to become the first
female Head of State of the
Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago.

“As a young nation, we
can indeed be proud of the
fact that our democracy and
all our governance systems are
open to all our citizens,
Rowley told the Electoral
College comprising legislators
from both the House of
Assembly and the Senate last
month.

“Today, for the first time,
a woman is set to hold the
highest office in the land.”

‘FITTING TIME’
Rowley said while T&T is

no stranger to having women
hold high office, he wanted to
use the historic occasion for
young people to sit up and
take notice.

“This is a fitting time, as

good a time as any, for our
young people and indeed each
and every citizen, to recommit
to being the best that we can
be,” the prime minister added.
“Justice Weekes’ story serves
as a living example that noth-
ing is beyond our reach.

“The simple truth is that
with hard work, dedication,
discipline and good character,
in this land of Trinidad and
Tobago, no accomplishment,
no accolade, nor position is
beyond reach.”

In her congratulatory
statement, Persad Bissessar,
the first woman to be elected
to head a government here,
said: “We took the decision to
support, given that Madame
Justice Paula Mae Weekes’s
record; her experience and
her qualifications demonstrate
that she was most suitable and
deserving of the office.”

QUALIFICATION 
Weekes was elected less

than 48 hours after the coun-
try bade farewell to Professor
George Maxwell Richards, the

fourth head of state,
who died last month
after suffering a heart
attack. She was
appointed to the
Court of Appeal in the
British Overseas
Territory in Sept. 2016
for a term of three
years. Weekes
becomes the second
prominent regional
jurist to be elevated to
the post of head of
state, following the
decision of the

Barbados government to
name Madame Justice Sandra
Mason as the island’s eighth
governor general last month.

Weekes is a former justice
of appeal of the judiciary of
T&T, where she served for 11
years until her retirement in
2016. She was appointed a
puisne judge of the Supreme
Court of T&T (Criminal
Jurisdiction) in 1996 where
she presided for nine years
before being elevated to the
Court of Appeal.

Prior to her appointment
to the bench, Weekes served
with the Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions for 11
years and in private practice
from 1993. She is a graduate
of the University of the West
Indies and the Hugh Wooding
Law School.

Weekes became a fellow
of the Commonwealth Judicial
Education Institute in 2000.

- Edited from CMC.
�

Embalmers want gov’t
help to stop fluid abuse

CASTRIES, St. Lucia – The
St. Lucia government says it
will submit another letter to
the European Union as the
island moves to join two other
Caribbean community
(CARICOM) countries that
were recently removed from a
global list of tax havens.

“We are sending that let-
ter again to them to reiterate
St. Lucia’s position,” Prime
Minister Allen Chastanet told
reporters recently. “There is a
review committee, I believe,
in the early part of February
and once the committee
accepts St. Lucia’s letter, then
the process of coming off the
list and going into what’s
called a grey list starts.

“And then there’s contin-
ued dialogue about what they
find offensive and hopefully
we could get this thing sorted
out.” 

The E.U. wants the island
to sign the letter of commit-
ment before discussions can
begin on removing the island
from a list of nations blacklist-
ed for allegedly facilitating tax
avoidance practices.

‘GREY LIST’
Once the letter is submit-

ted, St. Lucia will then be
placed on a so-called “grey
list”, which is made up of
countries that have committed
to change their rules on tax

transparency and cooperation.
The E.U. last month

announced that Barbados and
Grenada were among eight
jurisdictions that had been
removed from a new list of
global tax havens following
commitments made at a high
political level to remedy E.U.
concerns.

The decision by the
European Council leaves nine
jurisdictions, including
Trinidad and Tobago and St.
Lucia, on the list of non-coop-
erative jurisdictions out of 17
announced initially on Dec. 5.

Caribbean countries have
in the past been critical of
being included on these lists,
insisting they have done
everything as outlined by vari-
ous European organizations
like the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD).

St. Lucia to write E.U.
over blacklisting

NEW BLOOD: T&T elects first woman head of state
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Caribbean American enter-
tainer Camila Cabello used
last month’s Grammy Awards
to celebrate immigrants.

“Havana” singer Cabello,
who has Cuban and Mexican
roots, honored United States
history of welcoming immi-
grants during the show.

As she introduced the
band U2, she mentioned

“Dreamers”, the undocument-
ed group of youngsters
brought to the U.S. without
their knowledge or consent,
but who have made America
their home.

“Tonight, in this room full
of dreamers, we remember
that this country was built by
dreamers, for dreamers, chas-
ing the American dream,”
Cabello said. 

HOPE
“I’m here on this stage

tonight because, just like the
Dreamers, my parents

brought me to this country
with nothing in their pockets
but hope. They showed me
what it means to work twice
as hard and never give up.
And honestly no part of my
journey is different from
theirs. I’m a proud Cuban
Mexican immigrant born in
eastern Havana, standing in
front of you on the Grammy
stage in New York City and all
I know is, just like dreams,
these kids can’t be forgotten
and are worth fighting for.”

“Dreamers” are waiting
on the U.S. Congress to
decide on law which will
determine their fate. Some
700,000, part of the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program, are at risk
of being deported.

The Grammys had addi-
tional Caribbean flavor,
including onstage performanc-
es by Jamaican Shaggy and
Barbadian Rihanna.
�

One of South Florida’s biggest
celebrations of Haitian culture
will be staged in a new loca-
tion this year.

The 20th anniversary of
the Haitian Compas Festival,
which features the sounds of
the French Caribbean nation’s
music, will be staged on May
19 at Mana Wynwood.

“Our 20th anniversary is a
big deal for us and though we
have changed our venue a few
times in two decades, we real-
ly wanted to give the public
something fresh and new this
year,” festival founder Rodney
Noel was quoted in a recent
press release as saying.

“Mana, seemed like the
perfect fit for us. We are excit-
ed about bringing the festival
to Wynwood.”

REPRESENTING
“It’s always been about

the music and culture for us,
the fact that we can celebrate
Haitian Flag Day together

shows South Florida how big
our community really is and
lets us represent in the biggest
way we know how,” added
Jean Michel Cerenord, anoth-
er festival organizer.

Mana Wynwood is locat-
ed in the heart of Miami’s
Wynwood Art District at 2217
N.W. 5th Ave. Organizers
vowed the change of venue
will only make the already
special festival better.

“We have become the
official Haitian Flag weekend
destination,” said Noel. “The
Haitian Compas Festival is
more than just a one day festi-
val, it’s almost a week of fes-
tivities. From pre-parties like
the popular ‘All Black Affair’
to the festival itself, tourists
from around the United
States, Canada, the Antilles
and Haiti make their vacation
plans in May just to attend. 20
years in the making we are a
community tradition.”

�

LOS ANGELES, California -
A Caribbean-born British
actress is among the cast for
the movie “Black Panther”,
which is set to officially hit the-
aters on Feb. 16.

In the movie Letitia
Wright, 24, plays “Shuri”, the
sister of the King of Wakanda
and the ‘Smartest Person in
the World’.

She was born in
Georgetown, Guyana.

The movie features
T’Challa, played by actor
Chadwick Boseman, who
returns home to the African
nation of Wakanda to take his
rightful place as king. When a
powerful enemy suddenly
reappears, T’Challa’s mettle as
king - and as Black Panther -
gets tested when he’s drawn
into a conflict that puts the fate
of Wakanda and the entire
world at risk.

Faced with treachery and
danger, the young king must
rally his allies and release the
full power of Black Panther to
defeat his foes and secure the
safety of his people.

Shuri is described by the
movie’s producer as the “head
of the Wakanda Design

Group” and “the smartest per-
son in the world,” even at age
16.

The movie highlights black
people in positions of power or
positions of technological
know-how, “a big part of the
film,” according to producers.

START
Wright moved with her

family at age seven to London.
Her interest in acting came
when she saw “Akeelah and

the Bee” and
found the lead
character a posi-
tive role model.

She sent e-
mails to different
agents about her
acting experience.
She picked up
small parts. Wright
appeared in “My
Brother the Devil”
in 2012, where she
was recognized by
Screen
International as
one of its 2012
Stars of Tomorrow.

Michael
Caton-Jones then
cast her in “Urban
Hymn” in 2016.

Wright was then cast in the
film adaptation of the novel
“Ready Player One”. Soon
after, she was added to “Black
Panther” as part of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe. Wright
received a nomination for a
British Independent Film
Award for “Most Promising
Newcomer”. 

- Edited from News Americas.
�

DREAM ON: Camila Cabello
raises Caribbean immigrants’
profile at Grammy Awards

Haitian Compas Festival finds
new home for 20th anniversary

Guyanese-born actress stars in ‘Black Panther’
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Wright as ‘Shuri’.

Cabello made a case for immigrants.

Rihanna performed the show.



Not sure what to make for
your next potluck? Here are
some simple, crowd-pleasing
recipes:

Appetizers - Small-bite
hors d’oeuvres are perfect
potluck fare. Dips or spreads
served with veggies and chips
are quick to make and travel
easily.

Try a cashew French
onion dip for a non-dairy ver-
sion of the traditional favorite.
Be sure to soak the cashews
ahead of time to achieve a
super-smooth texture.

If you’re able to keep
food warm, a hearty spinach
artichoke dip with pita bread
will satisfy guests’ cravings for
comfort foods. Or, take a new
twist on a conventional recipe
with a cauliflower hummus.

It’s extra creamy and has an
added boost of veggies from
the addition of roasted cauli-
flower.

Side dishes - Casseroles
will feed a crowd and most
can be served at room temper-
ature.

Made with russet potatoes
and onions, a cheesy potato
casserole with cornflake top-
ping won’t last long at any
gathering. It’s a satisfying sub-
stitute for traditional hash
browns at brunch, and is great
for all ages.

Alternately, a vegetarian
butternut squash casserole is a
light, sweet complement to
heavier potluck fare.

Or, if you’re short on
ingredients or inspiration, a
frittata filled with cheese, veg-

gies and protein (whatever
you have on hand) will work.
Bake or slow cook the frittata
the night before and add a
quick sprinkle of herbs or
chives before packing it to go.

Desserts - If you have a
sweet tooth, it only makes
sense to volunteer to bring
your favorite dessert.

If baking for a cookie
exchange or large gathering,
start early and freeze the
cookies until party day. Cakes,

pumpkin and apple pies are
also easy to make ahead and
freeze. Simply wrap a freshly
baked, cooled cake or pie in
plastic wrap and place in a
freezer bag. Before an event,
defrost in the bag at room
temperature.

If your dish has multiple
components, separate warm
and cold items during transport
and use insulated carriers to
maintain optimal temperatures.

Make something that

doesn’t require a ton of prep
time and equipment once you
arrive, unless you’ve asked the
host in advance. Bring trivets
or serving utensils, if needed,
and don’t assume the host will
have extras.

- Edited from StatePoint,
which also provided the 
photograph.
�

Make it quick! Jerk chicken pasta

POTLUCK: Simple crowd pleasing dining ideas for all seasons
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MINNA LAfOrTuNe

Pasta is ideal for making quick
meals. One of my favorites is
jerk chicken pasta and veg-
etable  medley.

The recipe for this dish is
as follows:

Ingredients
• 4 cups cooked pasta
• 1/2 of a whole cooked jerk
chicken (remove the meat
from the bone and cut in
small pieces)
• 3 cups cut up raw cabbage
• 1 cup frozen corn (thawed)
• 1 cup frozen green peas
(thawed)
• 2 ounces coconut oil
• Salt
• Cayenne pepper to taste

• 1/2 cup chopped onions
• 1/2 red sweet pepper
• 2 chopped cloves of
Garlic
• 1/4 cup soya sauce

Method
Heat the oil in Dutch

pot. Sauté chopped
onions, sweet peppers and
garlic.

Add the chopped jerk
chicken meat.
Add the chopped cabbage

Add the pasta, using a
fork mix all ingredients.

Cover and cook for five
minutes.

Add corn and peas and
mix all ingredients and cook
for five more minutes.

Add salt and cayenne pep-

per. Mix in soya sauce and
cook for five more minutes.

Serve hot.

- Edited from News Americas.
�

Be ready to serve something delicious on short notice.

Jerk chicken pasta



WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States has moved to
prohibit Haitians from apply-
ing for the visas which permits
them to temporarily work in
the U.S.

The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS),
has given notice that Haitians,
as well as nationals from
another Caribbean community
(CARICOM) member state,
Belize, and the South Pacific
nation of Samoa are no longer
eligible for the  H2A and H2B
visas.

The visas allow businesses
to bring in workers from other
countries. The H2A visa is for
agriculture and the H2B is for
non-agricultural seasonal work

in places such as resorts.
In the notice published

online, DHS said Haitians
applying for the visas “present
extremely high rates of
refusal” and Haitians who
have been granted H2A and
H2B visas “have demonstrated
high levels of fraud and abuse
and a high rate of overstaying
the terms of their H2 admis-
sion.”

The prohibition came less
than a week after senators
said U.S. President Donald
Trump insulted Haiti in a
White House meeting and was
accused of referring to
African nations as “shithole
countries.”

�

Donovan White has been
selected to fill the position of
director of tourism at the
Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB).
His appointment was
announced late last month by
Minister of Tourism Edmund
Bartlett. 

White, a Jamaican nation-
al, whose term as head of the
country’s
tourism mar-
keting agency
will commence
officially on
Feb. 15, served
recently as
vice president
of Cable &
Wireless
Business, Jamaica. Prior to
that, he served as vice presi-
dent of marketing, sales and
media services at Columbus
Communications Jamaica
Limited (FLOW).

White has also held the
positions of general manager
of Caledonia Outdoor
Advertising Limited and
Digicel Group Limited, work-
ing as marketing director for

Jamaica, Guyana and the
Northern OECS. He also
served as vice president for
sales and marketing at CVM
Communications Group
Limited.

SAVVY
“(White) brings a solid

business acumen and market-
ing savvy to the Jamaica
Tourist Board, having devel-
oped, managed and executed
vertically integrated marketing
and branding strategies for a
range of industry sectors
including media, telecoms,
advertising and technology,”
Bartlett noted in a JTB press
release.

John Lynch, chairman of
the JTB, noted: “Donovan
brings the right experience and
the respect of the marketing
and business sectors to this
important position.”

Donnie Dawson will con-
tinue to serve as JTB interim
director until White assumes
office.

�

GEORGE TOWN, Cayman
Islands - The government of
the Cayman Islands has signed
a deal with United States
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) to establish
a customs and immigration
fast track system at the Miami
International Airport for U.S.
visitors coming to the British
territory.

At the signing last month
between Deputy Governor
Franz Manderson and CBP
Executive Assistant Director
Todd Owen it was disclosed
that the aim is to enable air
passengers to clear the
Cayman Islands official
entrance process before take

off, so that when they land at
Owen Roberts International
Airport they can quickly pass
through to baggage claim.

The new process is in the
pilot phase. It will initially be
a Sunday only service, one of
the busiest days, for just
Cayman Airways passengers,
but it could be expanded to
Saturdays and possibly to
American Airlines.

ON TRACK
According to Premier

Alden McLaughlin, the fast-
track airport clearance has
been on the cards for some
time. At a press conference
held following the signing, he

said technical issues, as well as
the hurricanes during this past
season had delayed the imple-
mentation but he was pleased
it was now on track.

The new arrangement
means that starting in March,
Cayman immigration and cus-
toms officers will start work-
ing in Miami to pre-clear visi-
tors. The premier added that
there will be no reciprocal
arrangement for Caymanian
passport holders visiting the
U.S. due to the low number of
travelers and the high cost of
hosting U.S. security and bor-
der control at ORIA.

�

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Department of
State says the U.S. and the
Kingdom of the Netherlands,
with regard to the Dutch-
speaking Caribbean islands of
Bonaire, St. Eustatius, and
Saba (BES Islands), have
signed a new bilateral open
skies agreement.

Last month, the U.S. State
Department said  the agree-
ment “reflects the dissolution
of the Netherland Antilles and
the new legal status of the
BES Islands as special munici-
palities of the Netherlands.

“This agreement replaces
in part the 1998 Air
Transport Agreement
between the United States
and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, with respect to
the Netherlands Antilles,” it
added.

“The new agreement will

enter into force soon after an
exchange of diplomatic notes
between United States and
the Netherlands.”

The State Department
said the agreement “strength-
ens the economic partnership
between the United States

and the BES Islands by con-
tinuing to foster opportunities
for air travel and commerce in
the future.

“Open Skies agreements
eliminate government inter-
vention in the commercial
decisions of air carriers about
routes, capacity and pricing,
thereby enabling carriers to
provide more affordable, con-
venient, and efficient air serv-
ice for consumers and busi-
nesses,” the statement noted.

The U.S. has open skies
agreements with more than
120 partners around the
world.

- Edited from CMC.
�

U.S. moves to prohibit
Haiti, Belize worker visas

Jamaica names new
director of tourism

Cayman signs deal for immigration fast track in Miami

U.S. signs new open skies pact with Dutch Caribbean islands
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The bilateral agreement replaces an old pact.

White

COMING ATTRACTIONS

A visitor to the Jamaica Tourist Board’s booth, right, gets information about the
Caribbean island from Kenton Senior, JTB’s business development manager for
northeast United States, during last month’s New York Times Travel Show in New
York City.
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AuTOMObILeS

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST CANCER!
Help United Breast Foundation education,

prevention, & support programs. FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUC-

TION 1-844-513-9098 (m)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All

Paperwork Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-800-902-7815 (m)

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the humane
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society

Call 1- 800-831-6309 (m)

fINANCIAL

Are you in Debt? Get help now with a 30
minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am

to 8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All
Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331 (t)

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt Relief is
rated A-Plus with the BBB. You could be debt

free in 24-48 months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now
for a free debt evaluation. (m)

Social Security Disability? Up to $2,671/mo.
(Based on paid-in amount.) FREE evaluation!

Call Bill Gordon & Associates. 1-800-860-6175.
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar. (m)

HeALTH & MedICAL

Do you have chronic knee or back pain? If you
have insurance, you may qualify for the perfect

brace at little to no cost. Get yours today! 
1-800-862-8392 (t)

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100% Risk-Free!
45-Day Home Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it, PAY ONLY
$299 per aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing

Help Express 1- 877-442-6921 (m)

Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You and Your
Family may Be Entitled To A Significant Cash
Award. Call 855-839-6761 To Learn More. No

Risk, No Money Out of Pocket (m)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get Stronger &
Harder Erections Immediately. Gain 1-3 Inches

Permanently & Safely. Guaranteed Results.
FDA Licensed. Free Brochure.

1-800-354-3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

Medicare doesn't cover all of your medical

expenses. A Medicare Supplemental Plan can
help cover costs that Medicare does not.

Get a free quote today by calling now. Hours:
24/7. 1-800-866-3027 (t)

OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA

approved! FREE info kit. 
Call 1-888-572-4944 (t)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence

and mobility with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information

kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and

International pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 

CALL 1-844-359-3209 Promo
Code CDC201725(m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills for
$150. FREE shipping. 

Money back guaranteed! 
1-800-726-2194 (t)

HeLp WANTed

$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn Extra income
assembling CD cases from Home. CALL OUR
LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619 Ext

320 www.easywork-greatpay.com

MISCeLLANeOuS

AT&T High Speed Internet Starting at
$40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99%

Reliability! Bundle AT&T
Digital TV or Phone Services & Internet Price
Starts at $30/month. Call 1-888-274-1454 (m)

Become a published author! Publications sold
at all major secular & specialty Christian book-
stores. CALL Christian Faith Publishing for your

FREE author submission kit. 
1-844-506-6434 (m)

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.

Call Today! 1-800-214-0166 (t)

Cross Country Moving, Long distance Moving
Company, out of state move. $799 Long

Distance Movers. Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604 (t)

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now – Get NFL
Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every Game. Every
Sunday. CHOICETM All-Included Package.

Over 185 Channels. $60/month 
(for 12 Months.) 

CALL – 877-808-9508 (m)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 

Remote. Some restrictions apply 
1-800-496-2603 (t)

DISH Network. 190+ channels. FREE Install.
FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month 

(24 mos). Add High Speed Internet – $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 25%!

1-855-895-7245 (m)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream

Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176 (m)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75% PLUS get 4

more Burgers & 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order
The Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.

Call 1-844-275-9596
mention code 51689CZX or visit

www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43 (m)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15

mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for Limited
Time Price 1-800-958-6917 (m)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACK-
AGE. Have your product idea developed afford-

ably by the Research & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. 

Call 1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea

Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free con-
sultation. (m) Make a Connection. Real People,

Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. 
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet & Voice for
$29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No con-
tract or commitment. More Channels. Faster

Internet. Unlimited Voice. 1-877-279-4652 ((m)

SUPPORT our service members, veterans and
their families in their time of need. For more

information, visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Water Damage. Dealing with water damage
requires immediate action. Local professionals

that respond immediately. Nationwide 
and 24/7. No mold calls. 

Call today! 1-800-730-6976 (t)

SerVICeS/
MISCeLLANeOuS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest sen-
ior living referral service. Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our service is FREE/no

obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564 (m)

SpANISH SeCTION

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te proveeran con
ahorros de hasta el 75 en todas las medicinas
que necesites. Llama ahora al 1-855-836-0410
y obten $10 de descuento con tu primer orden

ademas de envio gratuito. (m)

C L A S S I F I E D A D S

1/2 acre oceanview land 
Silver Sands, Falmouth 

ONLY $60,000 lands sells
for $100,000+

Ironshore, Montego Bay
8 bedrooms 7 1/2 bathrooms 
mansion overlooking ocean 

only $475,000 
value $650,000



WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
15-member Caribbean com-
munity (CARICOM) group-
ing has praised the leadership
of Dominican Dr. Carissa
Etienne, who has begun a sec-
ond term as director of the
Pan American Health
Organisation (PAHO).

CARICOM Secretary
General Irwin LaRocque said
her re-election was as a result
of her sterling performance
during the first five years.

“Reward for good work is
more hard work,” he told the
ceremony here as he lauded
her leadership of administra-
tive and management changes
to improve the efficiency of
PAHO.

LaRocque commended its
successful response to public
health emergencies such as
zika, chikungunya and cholera
in the Americas, which result-
ed in a dramatic decline in the
number of reported cases of
those diseases.

REDOUBLING
Dr.  Etienne was first

elected director of PAHO by
the countries of the Americas
in Sept. 2012 during the 28th
Pan American Sanitary
Conference. She was re-elect-

ed for a second term in Sept.
2017, and began serving that
term on Feb. 1.

“In this region, most of
our countries have reached
the stage where many of the
easy public health gains have
already been achieved which
means that each incremental
improvement in the health of
our peoples requires a redou-
bling of our efforts, in order to
reach those most vulnerable
and marginalized individuals
that still lack health care,” Dr.
Etienne said in her address.

She said that increasing
overall investment in health
will not be enough to meet
this challenge, according to

PAHO.
“Targeted interventions

that make a tangible differ-
ence in the lives of under-
served populations will be the
key to our success,” Etienne
said, noting that over the next
five years, she will work with
PAHO member-countries to
advance toward “health for
all.”

FIRST
Dr. Etienne, the first

Caribbean-born woman to
lead the hemispheric health
organization, said she would
also focus on preparing health
services in the region “to with-
stand the effects of climate
change.

“A key part to ensuring
that the health sector
responds adequately to natu-
ral disasters lies in the devel-
opment of resilient health sys-
tems,” she said.

LaRocque expressed
“heartfelt appreciation” for
the continued assistance
PAHO continues to render to
the region, noting that role of
health organizations, such as
PAHO, is critical in disaster
management and recovery.

�

Caribbean vaccination
under the microscope

CARICOM praises Dominican-born PAHO director 
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SO LONG 
STRAIN

Our charges for medical services are less than the charges for comparable medical services at Jackson Memorial Hospital.

WELCOME TO YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
URGENT CARE 
CENTER

Country Walk 
13707 S.W. 152nd Street 
Miami, FL 33177 
305-585-9200

Cutler Bay 
18910 South Dixie Highway 
Cutler Bay, FL 33157
305-585-9230

Keystone Point 
13120 Biscayne Boulevard 
North Miami, FL 33181 
305-585-9210

JacksonUrgentCare.comOpen Every Day, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Make the wrong move and you could be out of 
commission for a while. When you need quality urgent 
care right away, we have knowledgeable physicians and 
onsite X-ray equipment at all of our UHealth Jackson 
Urgent Care centers. We’ll help you feel better and get 
back to being you again.

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
The Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) says
it is addressing the explo-
ration vaccination in the
Americas, including the
Caribbean.

Questions about the
past, present and future of
immunization in the
Americas are addressed in
the special issue of the Pan
American Journal of
Public Health.

PAHO said the region
of the Americas was the
first in the world to elimi-
nate polio, rubella, congenital
rubella syndrome and measles,
all diseases that can be pre-
vented with vaccination.

Since Briton Edward
Jenner first discovered vacci-
nation in 1796, vaccines have
saved tens of millions of lives,
PAHO said.

PAHO said achieving high
rates of vaccination coverage

has been central to the
region’s success in eliminating
vaccine-preventable diseases.

“These high coverage rates
are in turn largely due to gov-
ernments’ declaring vaccines to
be a public good and providing
them free of charge to the
entire population,” it said.

�

Caribbean has led the way on eliminating some
diseases.

Etienne



A proposed five-year agree-
ment, which included West
Indies playing cricket against
Pakistan in the United States,
has been cancelled, but the
teams are still scheduled to
meet in Florida this year.

Financial concerns, which
according to the Pakistan
Cricket Board has been
caused by lack of sponsor-
ship, have forced the PCB 
to terminate the pact with
West Indies, although the
Caribbean side will still tour
Pakistan next month for a
three-match Twenty20 series.

Last year, the PCB
announced a bilateral agree-
ment with Cricket West
Indies, which included the
West Indies playing an annual
T20 series in Pakistan and
Pakistan contesting a recipro-
cal tri-nations series in the
U.S., involving West Indies
and another team to be deter-
mined.

NOT VIABLE
However, PCB Chairman

Najam Sethi told media last
month that after a review of
the figures, the agreement
would not be financially
viable.

“The West Indies will
come to play three T20 match-
es this year in March, but the
rest of the agreement was not
cost effective,” Sethi said.

“The problem is that with
three games, we can’t get
enough sponsors to cover our
costs. So now we have decided
on a one-off series this year
followed by a tri-series in
Florida later in the year.”

Sethi said under the pro-
posed agreement, the PCB
faced high production costs
and players fees, which could
not be offset by commercial
agreements. A new memoran-
dum of understanding will
now be prepared with Cricket
West Indies, the administrator
said.

�

Young Caribbean-born play-
ers were scarce among the top
picks in the last month’s MLS
SuperDraft, and only one
managed selection overall.

Whereas in recent years
Caribbean players frequented
the top picks, this year only
Jamaica’s Andre Morrison
was chosen in the first four
rounds of the draft. The
defender was selected by
reigning MLS champion
Toronto F.C. with the final
pick of the third round, 69th
overall.

Morrison, a 6’ 2” 24-year-

old from the
parish of
Clarendon,
attended the
University of
Hartford in
Connecticut.
He was invited
to last month’s
MLS Player
Combine, a
tryout featuring mainly
United States college players.

In 2017 Morrison was an
America East All-Conference
First Team selection.

�

Former super sprinter Usain
Bolt of Jamaica will put his
famous feet through another
major challenge when he goes
on trial with an elite German
soccer club next month.

Bolt, who retired from
track and field following
the 2017 IAAF World
Championships, is scheduled
to train with Borussia
Dortmund. 

“In March we’re going to
do a trials with Dortmund and
that will determine what I do
with that career, which way it
goes,” Bolt reportedly
explained to the Daily
Express.

“If they say I’m good, and
that I need a bit of training,
I’ll do it.”

Unlike during his peak as
a track star, Bolt admitted he
is a bit apprehensive about his
new career move.

“It makes me nervous,”
he said. “I don’t get nervous

but this is different, this is
(soccer) now. It’ll take time to
adjust, but once I play a few
times I’ll get used to it. It was
the same when I started track
and field. I was nervous for a
while until I started getting
used to the crowd, people and
everyone around and it falls
into place.”

DREAM
The 31-year-old, who won

eight Olympic gold
medals, has a long-term
view of eventually play-
ing for his favorite club
Manchester United in
the English Premier
League and is hoping
Sir Alex Ferguson, for-
mer manager of the
club, will assist with his
dream.
“One of my biggest

dreams is to sign for
Manchester United,”
Bolt said. “If Dortmund

say I’m good enough, I’ll
crack on and train hard. I’ve
spoken to Alex Ferguson and
I told him he needs to put in a
good word. He told me if I get
fit and ready, he will see what
he can do.”

Bolt insisted he has “a
chance” of becoming a soccer
player at the highest club
level.

“I watch a lot of football,
I understand it, I play it,” he
said. “With training, I could
be good.”

�

Haiti finished third in the
CONCACAF Under-20
Women’s Championships last
month to qualify for the 2018
World Cup.

Haiti earned a spot in
France after scoring a stun-
ning 1-0 win over Canada in
Trinidad and Tobago, a dra-
matic reversal of the 4-0 loss
the French-speaking
Caribbean nation suffered
against their North American
rival earlier in the competi-
tion. The achievement came
in a milestone year for the
women’s game.

“It’s very important
because this year marks the
40th anniversary of women’s
football,” Haiti head coach
Marc Collat said. “As a coun-
try, we’re certain everyone is
going to remember it.”

BIG GOAL
Haiti’s performance in the

tournament, fea-
turing teams from
the North and
Central America
and Caribbean
region – CONCA-
CAF – will be
remembered for
Sherly Jeudy’s first
half goal, which
proved enough
against Canada.

“Defensively,
they did what I
required them to
do and I’m very
happy about that,”
said Collat. 

Haiti became
the first ever
Caribbean nation
to qualify for the U-20
Women’s World Cup.
However, the team hopes to
press on for more accomplish-
ments.

“It’s a relief, but it is going

to make us train harder and
even in better condition going
forward from here to repre-
sent CONCACAF at the
World Cup,” Collat said. “We
can’t think about the past.  We

have to think about the
future.”

FAILURE
Meanwhile, Jamaica and

T&T failed to win a game and

were booted from qualifica-
tion.

Jamaica, featuring players
based in the United States,
managed to stave off a third
straight defeat by playing to to
a 2-2 draw against Nicaragua
in its final group game of the
CONCACAF championships.
That result left Jamaica bot-
tom of Group B on a single
point. Unbeaten U.S. topped
Group B with Mexico second.
Both advanced to the semi-
finals.

T&T lost three straight
matches in the tournament,
going down 2-1 to Costa Rica
in its final Group A fixture, to
finish bottom of Group A
without a point. Canada won
all three matches to top the
group with nine points. Haiti
finished second to also qualify
for the semi-finals.

�

West Indies-Pakistan pact ends,
but teams to play in Florida

Bolt turns to soccer, gets trial with top German club

Haiti scores historic qualification to U-20 Women’s World Cup soccer
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- Photograph by CONCACAF Media
Jamaica’s goals against Nicaragua weren’t enough.

Bolt

Morrison

Caribbean picks rare
in 2018 MLS SuperDraft



The fight against the deadly
disease will continue in South
Florida early next month.

The 2018 “March For
Cancer” is scheduled for Mar.
3 at the DC Alexander Park
in Fort Lauderdale.

The event is being staged
partnership with Memorial
Cancer Institute, Memorial
Healthcare Systems and Joe
DiMaggio Children’s Hospital.

It aims to raise awareness,
provide assistance and support
those in need, including food,
counseling, home healthcare,
transportation and housekeep-
ing.

Registration is available
at www.MarchForCancer.org.    

For more information,
call 954-989-5600.

�

A meeting to discuss chal-
lenges faced by immigrants,
including those from the
Caribbean, will be held from
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Feb. 8
at the YWCA of Greater
Miami-Dade, Inc.

Among the scheduled
presenters will be Marleine
Bastien, founder and execu-
tive dDirector of FANM -

Haitian Women of Miami -
and Adonia R. Simpson,
director of the Family
Defense Program at AI
Justice.

Participants are expected
to discuss the recent changes
to temporary protected status
(TPS) and possible changes to
DACA and its impact on
immigrant families. This pro-

gram will also feature be an
interactive session designed to
engage participants in finding
solutions to address the needs
of those in the immigrant
community.

The YWCA is located at
351 N.W. 5th St., Miami.

�

Almost two dozen students in
Jamaica are set to benefit
from scholarships donated by
the Jamaica David “Wagga”
Hunt Scholarship
Organization in the United
States.

The organization has pro-
vided more than J$8 million in
scholarships to 21 students
from Calabar High and
Kingston College, two promi-
nent high schools in Jamaica.

In her message, delivered
at the organization’s annual
fundraising ball by Nicholette
Williams of the Jamaican
Embassy, Jamaica’s U.S.
Ambassador Audrey Marks
commended the organization
for providing the scholarships
during a recent function in

Washington, D.C.

GROWTH
“I am heartened by the

tremendous growth of this
endeavor, which is in its sixth
year of fund raising event and
from which four students will
benefit,” Marks said.

“Your scholarship has
moved from two in previous
years to four this year. This
continued growth augurs well
for the future of the scholar-
ship program which helps to
defray costs associated with
books, lunch, tuition and
other expenses for most of
high school life of the stu-
dent.”

“Even though Calabar
High and K.C. have a history

of a long standing friendly
rivalry in sports and academ-
ics, this initiative should be

viewed as a fitting example of
the synergistic effort towards
a common purpose, ostensibly
strengthening the relationship
between the two schools,” the
ambassador’s message added.

The scholar-
ship fund was
established to pre-
serve the legacy
of the late David
Hunt, a past stu-
dent of K.C. and a
coach at Calabar
High who died in
Oct. 2007.  

Audley
Hewett, past stu-
dent of K.C.,
received the 2017
David “Wagga”
Hunt Award for
giving back to his
school, communi-
ty and country.

Dr. Donald Philbert ,of
Calabar High, received the
same award for his philan-
thropic efforts.

�

‘March For Cancer’
Mar. 3 in Ft. Lauderdale

This month is the deadline to
submit nominations for
Caribbean American Heritage
Awards (CAHA).

The awards recognize
Florida residents with
Caribbean heritage who have
done extraordinary communi-
ty work in areas including
health care, arts and culture,

entrepreneurship, academia,
charity and media.

The awards will be pre-
sented at a June 9 CAHA
banquet in Sunrise-Sawgrass.

Nomination forms are
available at uniquecre-
ations01@bellsouth.net or by
calling 954-292-6848.

�

CAHA nominations open

Jamaican-born, Miami-based
attorney David Rowe died last
month in South Florida.

Rowe, who was also an
adjunct professor at the
University of Miami, was 58.

Up to press time it was
still unclear what was Rowe’s
cause of death. However, fam-
ily sources said he had been
ailing and had been staying at
hospital periodically.

Rowe graduated from the
Norman Manley Law School
in Jamaica. He practiced law
in Florida for more than three
decades and has been credited
with establishing the
Caribbean Law program at
the University of Miami,
where he taught since 1989.

Rowe was noted for his
commentary following the
arrest and extradition of noted
Jamaican criminal Christopher
“Dudus” Coke
in 2010.

Rowe’s
father was Ira
Rowe who
was once pres-
ident of the
Court of
Appeal in
Jamaica and
Belize. At the
time of his
death he was married to immi-
gration attorney Rosemarie
Robinson-Rowe. 

�

Attorney David Rowe dies 
Immigrant issues the focus of Feb. 8 meeting in Miami

‘Wagga’ Hunt scholarships benefit Jamaican high school students
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HEALTH WISHES
- Photograph by Derrick Scott

Jamaica’s Ambassador to the United
States Audrey Marks greets U.S.
Republican House Majority Whip Steve
Scalise during the Christian Embassy
Luncheon held in Washington D.C.
late last month. Marks wished Scalise
a speedy and full recovery. The con-
gressman, along with three others,
were wounded after gunmen opened
fire at a Republican congressional
baseball practice last June. David
Bailey, who is of Jamaican heritage,
was one of two police officers credit-
ed with helping to save the congress-
man and others. 

Nicholette Williams, third right, poses with, from left, Kingston College Principal David Myrie, awardees Dr.
Donald Philbert and Audley Hewett, Albert Corcho and Christopher Hunt

Rowe



Nova Southeastern University
(NSU) will celebrate Black
History Month with a variety
of free events, including films,
discussions, music, art, poetry
and spoken word. 

The events begin Feb. 3
and will be held on NSU’s
main campus.

Among the highlights is a
panel discussion from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. Feb. 6 in the Maltz
Building, Room 2045.  The
theme is “We Are Not All the
Same: Differences in the
Provision of Psychotherapy
within Black Culture”. It aims
to explore working effectively
as a psychotherapist within
the black community.

Those interested in
African diaspora influences in

art and culture may view the
exhibit that runs from Feb.
8–Mar. 12 in the Alvin
Sherman Library, Adolfo &
Marisela Cotilla Gallery. The
grand opening of the “African
Presence 2018 Annual Art
Exhibition” will be held on
Feb. 8.

Reservations are required
to attend the reception. For
reservations and more infor-
mation about NSU’s pro-
grams, visit nova.edu/blackhis-
tory.

“Let’s Speak Truth”
Poetry and Spoken Word
Night will be held 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Mar. 2 at the Cotilla
Library, 2nd floor of the Alvin
Sherman Library.

�

Representatives from nearly
200 colleges and universities
are scheduled to participate in
the 2018 Miami National
College Fair in South Florida.

The fair, scheduled for
noon to 4 p.m. Feb. 25, is
being presented to allow the
college representatives to
meet with students and par-
ents on subjects such as finan-
cial aid, planning, admission

and testing requirements.
The fair, which has free

admission, will be held at the
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel
Miami Airport & Convention
Center, 777 N.W. 72nd Ave.
There is a cash fee for park-
ing.

For more information,
call 305-995-1739 or visit
www.nacacnet.org.

�

Multiple tours and exhibits
will be staged in February to
mark Black History Month in
Miami-Dade County, Florida.

The following are some of
the scheduled highlights:
Through Feb. 28
* The Black Police Precinct
and Courthouse Museum will
be open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Saturdays.
The museum is located at
480 N.W. 11th St., Miami. For
more information, call 305-
329-2513 or visit www. histori-
calblackprecinct.org. 

CHAT Miami Tours -
Cultural Heritage Alliance for
Tourism specialized tours high-
lighting Miami’s heritage and
urban communities. For more
information, call 786-507-8500
or toll free 866-859-3930 or
visit www.chatmiami.tours. 

“The City of North Miami
presents a tribute to Black
History”, featuring various
events honoring. For more
information, call 305-895-9840
or visit www.NorthMiami
Fl.gov/celebrate.

Feb. 4-10 and 1-28 -
Florida Memorial University’s
Homecoming:  “FMU Loves
You-Love Us Back” and
Black History Month
Observance. Includes various
events presented by South
Florida’s only Historically
Black College/University at

15800 N.W. 42nd Ave., Miami
Gardens. For more informa-
tion, call 305-626-3658 or visit
www.fmuniv.edu. 

Feb. 5-9 - Black Tech
Week, featuring the latest in
tech news, interactive work-
shops centered on technology,
innovation and creativity. Visit
www.blacktechweek.com for
more information.

Feb. 10-25 - Adrienne
Arsht Center for the
Performing Arts’ Black
History Month Programming

Performances, featuring
Gladys Knight, Motown
Originals Review, George
Benson and the Alvin Ailey
Dance Theater.  For more

information, call 305-949-6722
or visit www.arshtcenter.org. 

Feb. 23-25 - The annual
Melton Mustafa Jazz Festival
Weekend, honoring the legacy
of the great artist at

the Black Archives
Historic Lyric Theater, 819
N.W. 2nd Ave., Miami. For
more information, call 305-
623-3063 or visit www.melton-
mustafajazzfestival.com.

For additional informa-
tion regarding this month’s
events, call 305-375-4606 or
visit www.miamidade.gov/
advocacy/black-affairs-
home.asp.

�

MIAMI, Florida – South
Florida residents will have
numerous opportunities to
celebrate Black History
Month throughout February.
The Miami-Dade County
Black Affairs Advisory Board
(BAAB), along with various
community-based organiza-
tions, have scheduled multiple
events that pay homage to the
African American diaspora, as
well as this year’s national
theme:  “African Americans
in Times of War”.

The BAAB is also high-
lighting its “I Support B.O.B.”
(Black Owned Businesses)
campaign by designating
“Flash Mob for B.O.B.”
events. 

The following is a list of
some countywide events and
activities commemorating
Black History Month:

Feb. 9, 5 p.m. to 7: 30 p.m.
– “S.O.O.T.” movie:  Spoken
word documentary featuring
Liberty City residents and
advocates at Sandrell Rivers
Theater, 6101 N.W. 7th Ave.,
Miami. For more information,
call 305-636-2331.

Feb. 10, 8 a.m. - Annual
Trayvon Martin Peace March,
featuring host Faizon Love at
Miami Carol City Park, 3201
N.W. 185th St., Miami

Gardens. For more informa-
tion, call 786-504-4235 or visit
info@trayvonmartinfounda-
tion.org.

Feb. 11, 5 p.m. - Free
gospel concert with Melvin
Williams of the Williams
Brothers, featuring the Miami
Mass Choir at Adrienne Arsht
Center-Knight Concert Hall,
1300 Biscayne Blvd., Miami.
Reservations required. For
more information, call 305-
949-6722 or visit www.arsht-
center.org.

Feb. 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. -
Valentine’s Pop Up Shop
“#Black Love”, featuring
Valentine’s themed gifts at
Stephen P. Clark Government
Center Lobby, 111 N.W. 1st

St., Miami. For more informa-
tion, call 305-375-4606.

Feb. 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. -
Community health fair at 6051
N.W. 6th Ct., Miami. For
more information, call
786-216-9230.

Feb. 16, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. -
“Getting to Zero” health fair
at Stephen P. Clark
Government Center, featuring
information on HIV diagnosis
and prevention, food trucks
and health information. 

Feb. 16, 6 p.m. - Black
Lounge Film Series presents
“Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta

Be Me” a documentary at
Overtown Performing Arts
Center, 1074 N.W. 3rd Ave.,
Miami. For more information,
call 786-897-8854.

Feb. 17 noon to 4 p.m. -
“Black Heritage Festival 2018”,
featuring African fashions,
dancers, food trucks, entertain-
ment and vendors at Betty T.
Ferguson Recreational
Complex, 3000 N.W. 199th St.,
Miami Gardens. For more
information, call 305-474-3011
or visit www.miamidade.gov/
advocacy.

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. - Perez

Art Museum fifth annual
reception and fundraiser, to
benefit the PAMM Fund for
African American Art, at
1103 Biscayne Blvd., Miami.
For more information, call
305-375-1707 or visit
www.pamm.org.  

Feb. 18, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. -
“Music in the Park in Honor
of Black History Month” at
Arcola Lakes Park, 1301 N.W.
83rd St., Miami. For more
information, call 305-694-2779
or visit www.miamidade.gov
/advocacy. 

NSU offers free films,
concerts, lectures

National college fair

Tours, exhibitions to highlight BHM celebrations

Miami-Dade celebrates with ‘African Americans in Times of War’ theme
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A documentary on late entertainer
Sammy Davis Jr. is part of this month’s
attractions.

The Jones Family Singers are scheduled to perform.

Legendary Gladys Knight will be on stage.

(Continued on page 22)
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NEW YORK – Hundreds of
Haitians marched from the
Brooklyn Bridge to Trump
Tower in midtown Manhattan
last month, protesting reported
disparaging remarks made by
United States President Donald
Trump about the French-speak-
ing Caribbean country.

The marchers waved
Haitian flags and danced to the
beat of drums and horns on
Jan. 19.

“We have a president in
power who knows no history
and seems to have no education,
who just disrespects any and
everybody in the world,” said
Marie Timothee, 28, a social
worker born in Haiti and raised
in Brooklyn.

The protesters took to the
streets eight days after Trump
was reported, in a White House
meeting with lawmakers, to
have described Haiti and
African nations  as “shithole
countries.”

WRONG
The president reportedly

used the derogatory term to
describe the countries with
black populations while wonder-
ing aloud why the U.S. wasn’t
accepting more people from

places like Norway, a predomi-
nantly white country.

“I am here with my fellow
Haitians, and also our fellow
Africans, to tell Trump he’s
wrong the way he thinks about
us,” said Sully Guillaume-Sam,
49, a priest at St. Thomas
Episcopal Church in Bushwick,
Brooklyn.

“We bring a lot to this coun-
try, and he needs to be fair to
us,” Guillaume-Sam said. “He
needs to be a leader with heart,
not the kind of racist leader he
has been showing us he is.”

Meanwhile, Haiti has been
slapped with the ending of
Washington’s guest worker pro-
gram for Haitian nationals.
Effective last month, Haitian
farmers and other laborers seek-
ing to come to the U.S. as tem-
porary, seasonal workers under
the federal H-2A and H-2B
guest worker program will no
longer be eligible.

The temporary workers’
visa has for decades allowed
hundreds of U.S. farmers, hote-
liers and other business owners
to hire thousands of foreign sea-
sonal workers.

- Edited from CMC. 

�

This month, the historic
Belafonte TACOLCY Center
in South Florida will feature
noted achievements in black
history in the United States.

Among those highlighted
will be Frances Henderson,

the center’s founder.
Henderson was recog-

nized as a woman with great
vision and energy. A former
disc jockey in the 1950s and
1960s in New York City, she
moved to Miami in the early
1960s from Brooklyn.

During the height of the
civil rights movement,
Henderson worked with at-
risk African American male
youth in Liberty City.

OUTLET
Amid racial and economic

tensions, she was given seed

money to create an outlet
where these young men
could work to help their com-
munity transform poverty and
violence into positive change.
Out of this movement, came

the Belafonte TACOLCY
Center.

In celebration of Black
History Month, the TACOL-
CY Center will share facts and
stories about Liberty City’s
illustrious past.

Visitors will be able to
read about the extraordinary
accomplishments of notable
residents, get “Pork & Beans”
trivia, review the race riots of
the 1970s and 1980s and find
out how Henderson’s TACOL-
CY Center - a Liberty City cor-
nerstone - has fit into the com-
munity for more than 50 years.

�

Haitians march to protest
Trump’s racist comments

Feb. 22 10 a.m. to noon -
Miami-Dade County Small
Business Development
Division Vendor Outreach
Event at Florida Memorial
University, Smith Conference
Center, 15800 N.W. 42nd Ave.,
Miami Gardens. For more
information, call 305-375-3155.

1 p.m. to 7 p.m. - Black
Affairs Advisory Board’s
Annual Law Enforcement and
Emergency Services Career
Fair at Florida Memorial
University-Smith Conference
Center. For more information,
call 305-375-4606 or visit
www.miamidade.gov/advoca-
cy/baab.

Feb. 23, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. -
Black History Month
Closeout Celebration, featur-
ing food trucks, marching
bands and the Miami-Dade
County Technobus at

N.W. 2nd Avenue and

N.W. 3rd Street to N.W. 6th
Street. For more information,
call 305-375-4606.

Feb. 24, 2 p.m. -Macy’s
and Miami-Dade Black
Affairs Advisory Board Black
History Month Celebration at

Macy’s Aventura Store-
2nd Floor Fashion Store,

19535 Biscayne Blvd. For
more information, call 305-
375-4606.

Feb. 25, 5 p.m. - South
Dade Gospel Fest, featuring
“The Jones Family Singers”
and the South Florida
Ministers of Music at South
Miami-Dade Cultural Arts
Center, 10950 S.W. 211th St.,
Cutler Bay. For more informa-
tion, call 786-573-5300.

For more information
regarding this month’s events,
call 305-375-4606 or visit
www.miamidade.gov/advoca-
cy/black-affairs-home.asp.

�

Miami-Dade celebrates with ‘African
Americans in Times of War’ theme

Belafonte TACOLCY Center to feature its founder
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HANDS ON EDUCATION

Volunteer Trudy Brown gets her hands dirty assisting with landscaping during last
month’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “day ON, not day off” project organized by
HandsOn Broward at McNicol Middle School in Hollywood, Florida. The project
served to launch a pilot program to deliver education to middle school students
through experimental learning in an outdoor setting.

(Continued from page 21)

Amid racial and economic
tensions, she was given
seed money to create an
outlet where young men
could work to help their
community transform
poverty and violence into
positive change

Henderson
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WILLIAM reed

What’s your view of Donald
Trump’s system of politics and
government? On the other
hand, what does Trump know,
or care, about American
blacks’ needs and/or political
priorities?

What’s the level of com-
munications between Trump
and blacks? 

In 2016, candidate
Trump declared that if he
became president, “at the end
of four years, I guarantee you
that I will get over 95 percent
of the African American
vote.”   He was elected
with just eight percent of the
black vote. Trump recently
tweeted that his “approval rat-
ings with blacks has doubled.”
Actually, President Trump has
a four percent approval rating
among black voters and,
according to Gallup, has tum-
bled from 15 percent approval
among black voters a year ago
to six percent. 

How has the United
States economy performed in
12 months of the Trump era?
Actually, Trump has reason to
boast regarding the economy
and rising stock market valua-
tions - S&P 500 index is up
around 22 percent that
equates to an increase of
around $4 trillion. 

Trump also justly claims
to have boosted U.S. employ-
ment through his exhortations
for manufacturers to repatri-
ate off-shored jobs to
American soil.  Since he won
the vote, the U.S. economy
has added an average of
167,000 new jobs each month
and the unemployment rate
has dipped to just 4.1 percent.

WHO SAYS?
So, who’s talking favorably

to blacks about Trump? Trump

has a perfectly respectable job-
creation record, but who’s
telling blacks that?

Cleveland pastor
Reverend Darrell Scott was at
Trump’s White House meeting
to sign legislation re-designat-
ing the Martin Luther King,
Jr. National Historic Site to
the Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Historic Park.
Scott is the “head man” in the
circle of blacks supporting
Trump and his agenda as chief
executive officer of the
National Diversity Coalition
for Trump. He is a co-founder,
along with Trump’s campaign
spokesperson Michael Dean
Cohen, and board member of
the National Diversity
Coalition for Trump. The
coalition was formed to pro-
vide specific minority groups’
support for candidate Donald
Trump. Bruce LeVell, also a
co-founder, was a contender
for appointment to head the
Small Business
Administration.

The guy that created the
group is a Jewish lawyer,
Cohen. Cohen was in Trump’s
business operations as an
executive vice president, co-
president of Trump
Entertainment and member of
the board of the Eric Trump
Foundation. Cohen set the bar
for tolerating Trump’s idiosyn-

crasies in his defenses of
Trump against charges of anti-
Semitism.

SUPPORT
Scott met Trump in 2011

after being invited to a meet-
ing at Trump Tower, when
Trump was considering the
run. After Trump announced
his candidacy, Scott was one
of the first African American
pastors to support him and
was instrumental in getting
other African American pas-
tors to attend meetings.

Minister Alveda Celeste
King, a member of the King
family, is on the coalition’s
board. Trump’s
diversity group contains
American Muslims for Trump,
African American Pastors for
Trump and Korean Americans
for Trump.

The infamous Omarosa
was once a member of the
group and will go down in his-
tory as being ineffective
enough in her outreach to
blacks to drive their support
to zero. With Omarosa gone
from microphones, we ask
LeVell: What have you got to
lose ceasing defense of bigot-
ed Trump acts?

During the campaign,
Bruce etched out a profile and
position proclaiming that
“Donald Trump is not a
racist.” As the coalition’s
executive director, LeVell has
elected to spend his time
declaring Trump is not racist,
instead of showing him strate-
gies that can help blacks and
convert their business and
political thinking.

William Reed is a freelance
writer. The opinions expressed
above do not necessarily
reflect those of Caribbean
Today.

�

‘Black Heritage Festival’ set
for Miami Gardens Feb. 17

Young Black Professionals meet

Are blacks at White House in over their heads?
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Young Black Professionals will
hold its next meeting from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Feb. 16 in
Miami, Florida.

The meeting will be held at
Barrio Mojito Bar & Lounge,
299 N.W. 23rd St.

Supporting the homeless
Black Professionals

Network is supporting Make
the Homeless Smile (MTHS)
this month.

MTHS’s Smile Day
Anniversary will be observed
between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. Feb. 18 at 610 N.E. 1st

Ave.
BPN will assist by volun-

teering and encouraging its net-
work to be present or donate
the following: 

Men and women’s clothes,
shoes and toiletries; and water
and juice.

Also for people can volun-
teer as barbers and beauticians.
Group will meet on 6th Street
and N.E. 1st Avenue then split
into two groups, which will go
to downtown and Overtown.

�

MIAMI GARDENS, Florida –
The contributions of African
Americans will be celebrated at
the 2018 Black Heritage
Festival on Feb. 17 in this South
Florida city.

The free festival, being
staged in honor of Black
History Month and hosted by
Miami-Dade County
Commissioner Barbara Jordan,
held from noon to 4 p.m. at the
Betty T. Ferguson Recreational
Complex – Amphitheater, 3000
N.W. 199th St.

It will feature music, cul-
ture, crafts and family friendly
activities.

“As we observe Black
History Month, we will honor
the contributions that African
Americans have made to this
country,” Commissioner Jordan
stated in a recent press release
promoting the event.

“It’s so important to teach
younger generations about the
forefathers who paved the way
for them, so this year, our
theme will be ‘Celebrating a
Rich History’.“

ENTERTAINMENT
There will be mobile units

on site providing information

and services such as the Miami-
Dade Office of the State
Attorney and the Miami-Dade
Public Library System. The fes-
tival will also feature African
fashions, dancers, face painting,
rock climbing, vendors and food
trucks. 

“Knowing and celebrating
who we are, what we have
accomplished, and the way sta-
tions of our historic journey,
informs what we can do when
we purpose ourselves towards
progress and a common path,“
Mayor Oliver Gilbert stated in
the release.

Jesus People Ministries
International Gospel Choir,
Rebecca “Butterfly” Vaughns,
the Junkanoos, Simone’s Just
Dance Studios and the Viking
Freedom Writers are among the
scheduled performers.

Sponsors for the festival are
EAC Consulting, Inc., Airside
International Business Park,
AT&T, Marlins Foundation,
Carrie Concessions, Greater
Miami Convention and Visitors
Bureau, Urban Health &
Wellness Group, IGWT
Construction Inc., and Slip-N-
Slide Records. 

�

Scott, right, has supported Trump.
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1897 2018
Alfred L. Cralle
invents the ice 
cream scoop.

Maya D. Jones scoops
her own ice cream for

the very �rst time.

This Black History Month, take time to celebrate the achievements of African Americans, 
from the lesser-known inventions that helped weave the fabric of our day-to-day lives, 
to the more widely-known achievements that revolutionized our culture. All of these 
accomplishments come together to pave the way to a bright—and sweet—future.

Join Publix in the celebration of Black History Month. Explore African American 
contributions to food history at publix.com/BlackHistoryMonth.


