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A significant number of Caribbean
nationals were deported after
committing minor infractions,
including traffic violations, since
President Barack Obama
assumed office, according to an
analysis of internal United States
government records, page 3.

~ For more than 50 years,
Caribbean-born, United States-
based musician Delvon “Bulby”
Campbell believed he had no
family. Then a chance encounter
in South Florida started him on
an incredible road to discovery
of relatives he never knew 
existed, page 7.

~ Last month Jamaica’s government, led by
Portia Simpson Miller, announced its intention
to tax bank withdrawals starting June 1. Now
public outrage from account holders in the
Caribbean island and the diaspora has forced
the government to scrap that plan, page 2.

The Florida Senate has voted
to allow undocumented
Caribbean and other immi-
grants to pay in-state tuition
rates at public colleges and
universities, bringing to an
end a fight that spanned more
than a decade, page 5.
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MIAMI, Florida - Barry
University freshman John
Powell, a resident of the
parish of St. Elizabeth’s Parish
in Jamaica, has received the
Jamaican Prime Minister’s
Youth Award for Excellence
in 2014.

Powell was one of 23
Jamaicans to receive the
award from Prime Minister
Portia Simpson Miller during
a ceremony on last month in
Kingston.

The Jamaican Prime
Minister’s Youth Awards for
Excellence are presented each
year to Jamaicans between the
ages of 15 and 24 for out-
standing achievement in agri-
culture, arts and culture,
entrepreneurship, internation-
al achievement, journalism,
youth in service, leadership,
and sports and youth work. 

Powell, 20, is a recipient
of the Stamps Leadership
Scholarship. Founded by
South Florida philanthropists
Penny and E. Roe Stamps, the
scholarship is awarded yearly
to the best and brightest stu-
dents and the most promising
future leaders at 39 universi-

ties through-
out the coun-
try. The
Stamps
Leadership
Scholars
Program pro-
vides full
tuition and
room and
board over
four years, plus funds for
study abroad, undergraduate
research, and other exception-
al learning experiences. 

STANDOUT
Powell is the first Jamaican

to be named an international
Stamps Leadership Scholar. He
previously served as a repre-
sentative of the Stamp’s
Leadership Program at the
Undergraduate Scholar’s
Programs Administrator’s
Conference in San Antonio,
Texas in Nov. 2013.

Powell was selected as
the youngest and only
Jamaican to represent
Jamaica and the Caribbean at
the United Nations Alliance
of Civilization’s 5th Vienne
Youth and Global Forums in

Austria in 2013. Fluent in
both Spanish and French,
Powell was selected as the
winner of the LabCitoyen
French competition in
Jamaica, to represent Jamaica
and the English speaking
Caribbean in Paris and
Nantes, France. 

In addition, Powell is the
current president of Barry
University’s Model United
Nations organization, which
he recently helped re-organize
after a five-year hiatus; and
the treasurer of Barry’s All-
Nighter for the Poor
Initiative. He is a member of
Sigma Alpha Pi Society for
Leadership and Success, Phi
Eta Sigma Honors Society, Phi
Alpha Delta Law Fraternity,
M.A.L.E.S, Caribbean
Students Association (CSA).

In 2014, 94 youth were
nominated for the Jamaican
Prime minister’s Youth Award
for Excellence. Powell is
among 23 individuals and two
organizations that were recog-
nized for the award.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
World Bank says remittances
to the Caribbean are expected

to remain robust this year,
despite increased deportations
of migrant workers. 

The Washington, D.C.-based
financial institution said that
migrants from developing
countries, including the
Caribbean, are expected to
send $436 billion in remit-
tances to their home countries
this year.

According to the latest
issue of the bank’s Migration
and Development Brief, this
year’s remittance flows to
developing countries will
increase by 7.8 percent over
the 2013 volume of $404 bil-
lion, rising to $516 billion in

Plans to impose a tax on bank
withdrawals, as part of revenue
measures for the 2014/2015
financial year, have been
scrapped by the Jamaica 
government. 

Faced with intense oppo-
sition to the proposed tax,
from Jamaicans at home and
in the diaspora, the adminis-
tration of Prime Minister
Portia Simpson Miller decided
late last month to look else-
where to collect revenues for
the budget.

Finance Minister Dr.
Peter Phillips, who made the
announcement as he closed
the Budget Debate on April
30, said the gap will be filled
by the life insurance industry.

“The first being the intro-
duction of a 15 percent with-
holding tax on all insurance
premiums paid by Jamaican
residents to non residents,
premiums paid by Jamaican
residents to registered
Jamaican insurance companies
will be exempt,” Phillips said. 

“The objective of this
measure is to assist us in
improving compliance while
we strive to protect the most
vulnerable.”

Jamaicans had staged var-
ious forms of protest on the
Caribbean island to voice
their disapproval of the bank
tax, which was originally
scheduled to come into effect
June 1. Overseas, where many

of the diaspora still hold bank
accounts in Jamaica, the news
of the new tax was equally dis-
turbing.

MODIFICATIONS
Phillips also announced a

modification of the tax relat-
ing to imported service. There
has also been a delay to the
tax regime on alcoholic bever-
ages in the tourism sector.

“This is in response to a
request from the Jamaica
Hotel and Tourist Association
for additional time to look at
implementing this measure,”
said Phillips. “This will result
in a revenue loss of approxi-
mately J$36 million.”

Citizens Action for

Principle and Integrity
(CAPI) welcomed the govern-
ment’s decision to  reverse the
bank withdrawal tax, which its

says was widely perceived to
be unjust. CAPI said going
forward it is urging the gov-
ernment to recognize the
value of consultation in craft-
ing future budgets and its use-
fulness in facilitating consen-
sus on national issues.

According to the group, it
is hopeful that this signals a
new era of governance, in
which passive protest and
resistance are enough to dis-
suade the government, instead
of resorting to radical and dis-
ruptive methods of protest. 

- Edited from CMC and other
sources. 

Æ

Jamaican at Barry University receives prestigious honor

2014 Caribbean remittances to remain
robust despite deportations ~ World Bank

PRESSURE POINT: Jamaica scraps plan to tax bank withdrawals
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
significant number of
Caribbean nationals were
deported after committing
minor infractions, including
traffic violations, according to
an analysis of internal United
States government records
since President Barack
Obama assumed office.

The figures showed that
two-thirds of the nearly two
million deportation cases
involve Caribbean and other
immigrants.

The study, conducted by
the New York Times newspa-
per, found that 20 percent, or
about 394,000 of the cases
involved immigrants convicted
of serious crimes, including
drug-related offenses. The
paper said an examination of
the Obama administration’s
record shows how the discon-
nect evolved between the
president’s stated goal of
blunting what he called the
harsh edge of immigration
enforcement and the reality
that has played out. 

Obama came to office
promising comprehensive
immigration reform, but lack-
ing sufficient support, the

administration took steps it
portrayed as narrowing the
focus of enforcement efforts
on serious criminals. 

GROWTH
Yet the records show that

the enforcement net actually
grew, said the newspaper,
adding that its analysis is
based on government data
covering more than 3.2 million
deportations over 10 years,
obtained under the Freedom
of Information Act.

According to the records,
the largest increases were in
deportations involving illegal
immigrants, whose most seri-
ous offense was listed as a
traffic violation, including

driving under the influence. 
“For years, the Obama

administration’s spin has been
that they are simply deporting
so-called “criminal aliens,”
but the numbers speak for
themselves,” said Marielena
Hincapié, executive director
of the National Immigration
Law Center.

“In truth, this administra-
tion, more than any other, has
devastated immigrant commu-
nities across the country, tear-
ing families away from loved
ones, simply because they
drove without a license, or re-
entered the country desper-
ately trying to be reunited
with their family members,”
she added. 

But Obama administra-
tion officials say the deporta-
tions are a result of a decade
in which the U.S. Congress
has passed tougher immigra-
tion laws, increased funding
for enforcement and stymied
efforts to lay out a path to
legal residency for the bulk of
nation’s 11.5 million illegal
immigrants. 

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

BROOKLYN, New York - A
Haitian family watched their
horror turn to joy last month
as their son not only survived
a shooting, but returned to
school.

Gama Droiville, 13, was
shot in the head as he stood
waiting for the bus to take
him home last month, after a
21-year-old gunman opened
fire on a Brooklyn street.
Police say the boy was not the
intended target and the shoot-
ing was gang related.

For a while, his family,
who sought temporary refuge
in New York after a massive
earthquake devastated Haiti in
2010, did not know if he would
make it. Droiville underwent
emergency surgery and spent
over a week in the hospital.
Throughout it though, he dis-
played tremendous courage
and has inspired many with his
calm demeanor, which he cred-
its to his unwavering faith in
the Lord.

THANKS
On April 28, Droiville

walked back into his school
assembly at IS 285 with his
family and several New York
City Council members wear-

ing a patch over one eye. He
took the time to thank people
for their support.

“I just want to say thank
you for all the support and
prayers and to still keep me in
prayers and
hope I get bet-
ter,” said the
teenager, who
has already
undergone
extensive sur-
gery and doc-
tors say he
will need
much more
medical care.

Droiville has been left
with a life altering injury, the
loss of use of his right eye. He
and his family are reaching
out for financial help needed
to pay bills their Medicaid
may not cover.

“Kings County (hospital)
sent a bill to the family for
some of the services,” said
Grenadian American City
Councilmember Jumaane
Williams. “We hope it was erro-
neous, but if it wasn’t they’re
going to need assistance.”

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Reality Check: Caribbean nationals deported
for minor crimes ~ U.S. records

Haitian boysurvives shooting
in N.Y., returns to school
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CHICAGO, Illinois – A
prominent United States law-
maker says he will re-introduce
legislation in the Congress to
study reparations for African
Americans as Caribbean com-
munity (CARICOM) countries
push ahead with plans for
reparation from Europe.

“It is the most important
piece of legislation I have
ever introduced, and I will re-
introduce HR40 in the 113th
Congress,” John Conyers, a
Democrat, told an audience
at the recent “Revitalizing
The Reparations Movement”
conference at Chicago State
University. 

The event was organized
by the New York-based
Institute of the Black World
21st Century (IBW), in col-
laboration with the U.S.
Center for Inner City Studies
and the Samuel DeWitt
Proctor Conference. 

MOVEMENT
Conyers, who is also dean

of the Congressional Black
Caucus, said the actions of
CARICOM countries in
demanding reparations from
Europe over slavery will revi-
talize the movement in the

U.S. 
‘SPRINGBOARD’

“I think it is going to be a
springboard for reparations,”
he said as CARICOM coun-
tries say they are prepared to
go as far as the Hague-head-
quartered World Court on the
issue.

To date, Sweden is the
only country that has indicat-
ed willingness to negotiate
reparations.

Conyers first introduced
the measure, titled
“Commission to Study
Reparation Proposals for
African Americans Act”, 
in 1989 during the 101th

Congress. The bill was
referred to the House
Judiciary Committee, where
he is the ranking member. The
eight-page legislation, which
was co-introduced by U.S.
Congressman Bobby Scott,
said four million Africans and
their descendants were
enslaved in the U.S. and
colonies that became the U.S.
from 1619 to 1865.

The bill claimed that the
U.S. government sanctioned
slavery from 1789 through
1865, enabling it to flourish.

Conyers said he wants to
hold hearings in Washington
about reparations for African
Americans, adding: “If the
Republican Congress blocks
the hearings, I will hold them
throughout the country.”

LESSON
Professor Sir Hilary

Beckles, principal and pro-vice
chancellor of The University
of the West Indies, Cave Hill
Campus, Barbados, told the

conference that the British
government paid the slave-
holders 40 percent of the
empire’s national expendi-
tures, which was 20 million

British pounds and now esti-
mated at $200 billion.

Sir Hilary, a professor of
economic history and author
of “Britain’s Black Debt:
Reparations for Caribbean
Slavery and Native Genocide”,
delivered the keynote address
in the absence of  St. Vincent

and the Grenadines Prime
Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves,
the CARICOM chairman,
who was unable to attend.

Sir Hilary gave his audi-
ence a history lesson about
slavery in the Caribbean that
observers say would never be
taught in US classrooms or
appear on movie screens. He
said British slave ships trans-
ported 3.3 million Africans to
the plantations in the New
World, where slaves were
worked to death as a form of
genocide.

Rhonda King, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines’ ambassa-
dor to the United Nations,
who also addressed the con-
ference, noted Gonsalves’s
insistence that “we must con-
tinue to advocate for repara-
tions in all international fora
that it must be a centerpiece
of our region’s foreign and
domestic policies.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Caribbean remittances to remain
robust despite deportations ~ World Bank

U.S. congressman to re-introduce legislation studying Caribbean slavery reparations
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2016.
The document noted that
global remittances, including
those to high-income coun-
tries, are estimated at $581 bil-
lion this year, from $542 bil-
lion in 2013, rising to $681 bil-
lion in 2016.

KEY
The World Bank said

remittances remain a key
source of external resource
flows for developing coun-
tries, far exceeding official
development assistance and
more stable than private debt
and portfolio equity flows.

For many Caribbean and
other developing countries,
the bank said remittances are
“an important source of for-
eign exchange, surpassing
earnings from major exports,
and covering a substantial
portion of imports”.

Kaushik Basu, senior vice

president and chief economist
of the World Bank, said
“remittances have become a
major component of the bal-
ance of payments of nations.

“There is no doubt that
these flows act as an antidote
to poverty and promote pros-
perity,” he said, noting that
remittances and migration
data were also “barometers of
global peace and turmoil, and
this is what makes World
Bank’s KNOMAD initiative
to organize, analyze, and
make available these data so
important.”

RISKS
The Migration and

Development Brief noted that
while the medium term out-
look for remittances is strong,
downside risks loom mainly
from migrants’ return to their
home countries as a result of
conflict or deportation from
host countries. 

According to the brief,

last year saw an “intensifica-
tion of deportations”, over
368,000 people deported from
the U.S. to their home coun-
tries in the Caribbean and
Latin America.

The World Bank said
remittance flows to countries
in the Caribbean and Latin
America grew slightly by 1.9
percent in 2013 to reach $61
billion. Following a 13-month
decline, the bank said remit-
tance flows to the region
began recovering in the sec-
ond half of 2013. It said the
positive impetus from the
American economic recovery
was “partly offset by removals
of migrants from the U.S.“.

In the medium term, the
World Bank said improving
employment conditions in the
U.S. “point to stronger growth
in remittances” which are
expected to reach $81 billion
by 2016.

Æ

(Continued from page 2)

Conyers
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TALLAHASSEE, Florida –
The Florida Senate has voted
to allow undocumented
Caribbean and other immi-
grants to pay in-state tuition
rates at public colleges and
universities, bringing to an
end a fight that spanned more
than a decade.

“The eyes of America are

on us,” said Republican
Senator Jack Latvala, co-
sponsor of the bill after the
26-13 vote. “I think we’re set-
ting an example. I think we’re
doing the right thing.”

However the bill must
return to the house for final
passage , due to slight
changes. But both House

Speaker Will Weatherford and
Florida Governor Rick Scott
said the new language would-
n’t hurt the controversial bill’s
chances of becoming law.

“I look forward to signing
this bill,” Scott said on May 2.
“This is a historic day. Just
think children that grew up in
our state will now get the

same tuition as their peers.”
The measure would make

Florida the 21st state in the
United States to offer in-state
tuition rates to undocumented
students, but only young
adults who attended a Florida
high school for at least three
years would qualify.

The Senate estimates

about 1,300 students would be
eligible annually, noting that
undocumented Caribbean and
other students currently pay
the out-of-state rate, which is
three to four times the rate
offered to Florida residents.
Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
World Bank has voiced con-
cern about what it described
as the exorbitant cost of send-
ing remittances to the
Caribbean and other places,
saying that forcing migrant
workers to pay as much as $50
to send $200 is “wrong.”

The Washington-based
financial institution said this is
especially so when workers
are “sending salaries they
have earned in the hope of
supporting their families back
home.” It said $200 often is a
significant sum for migrants’
family income.

“There was little price
transparency and no global
effort to address this problem
until the World Bank helped
form a coalition to monitor
the process and create a ‘one-
stop shop’ information system

to help remittance-senders
compare services and costs,”
the statement said.

The World Bank said the
high cost of transferring remit-
tances internationally has typi-
cally been caused by a combi-
nation of obstacles in each
local market, both in sending
and receiving countries. These

include a lack of transparency
and consumer protection,
legal and regulatory obstacles,
a lack of payment system
infrastructures and access to
payment systems, a weak mar-
ket environment without a
proper competition, and weak
risk-management and gover-
nance practices.

PROBLEMS
These problems were dis-

cussed as the World Bank-led
coalition joined in creating a
new international standard
called the General Principles
for International Remittance
Services, published in 2007.
The World Bank noted that,
in 2009, heads of state of the
world’s industrialized powers
made a commitment to reduc-
ing the global average cost by
five percentage points in five
years – the so-called “5x5
objective”. In addition, the
World Bank said it has provid-
ed a “variety of effective solu-

tions” to addressing
a high cost of send-
ing remittances at
the global, country,
and municipality
levels.

It said the
Global Remittances
Working Group,
that it has estab-
lished, has provided
technical inputs and
advice to partners
to achieve the
objective, together

with monitoring the global
remittance costs through
RPW.

At the country level, the
World Bank said it provided
technical assistance to client
countries to improve their
remittance markets by

addressing problems and
obstacles through implement-
ing the General Principles for
International Remittance
Services.

CUTBACK
As a result, the bank said

the cost of sending remit-
tances has been reduced to
about $42.48 billion from 2009
to 2013 at the global level. It
said the global average of
sending a remittance of
US$200 came down from 9.81
percent to 8.95 percent, in the
normal average, and from 8.58
percent to 6.62 percent in the
weighted average from 2008.

“Remittances are proven
to be essential for the poor
not only for their income but
also for financial inclusion,

education, health, and invest-
ments,” the World Bank said.
“A reduction of remittance
costs means more money is
kept in the hands of migrants
and their families.”

The World Bank has also
said that remittances to the
Caribbean and other develop-
ing countries are expected to
remain robust this year,
despite increased deportations
of migrant workers.

The bank said migrants
from developing countries,
including the Caribbean, are
expected to send $436 billion
in remittances to their home
countries this year.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

SUM OF FEARS: Dramatic rise in remittance costs to Caribbean

Florida Senate approves in-state tuition for undocumented Caribbean students

High charges hurting regional families.

“A reduction of remittance
costs means more money
is kept in the hands of
migrants and their fami-
lies” 

– World Bank

Help Caribbean Today to educate our children, and thereby providing a leg up for all. 

Caribbean Today has established “The Caribbean Today Foundation for Journalistic and Healthcare
Excellence” which will provide scholarships to students attending Miami Dade College.
Donations can be made in the following way:
• Via Check: Make checks payable to “The Miami Foundation” and include the Fund name “The
Caribbean Today Foundation for Journalistic and Healthcare Excellence” in the memo line of the check. 
Mail checks to, The Miami Foundation, 200 South Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 505, Miami, FL 33131
• Via Credit Card: miamifoundation.org/givenow  Choose the Fund from the dropdown menu and submit 
payment. Please look for the Fund name Caribbean Today Foundation.
• Please contact the Miami Foundation directly for cash wiring or stock transfer instructions if needed.

Remember no money's comes to Caribbean Today, it all goes to your children's future education.

The Miami Foundation allows Caribbean Today to achieve its philanthropic mission and provides strict
oversight and accountability of the Fund by the Board of Trustees of the Miami Foundation. For more
information on The Miami Foundation, please visit miamifoundation.org.

THE MIAMI FOUNDATION IS REGISTERED WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA UNDER THE SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT, 1991.  A COPY OF THE ORIGINAL REGISTRATION AND
FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE: 1-800-435-7352.  REGISTRATION DOES
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2001, THE SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT, CHAPTER 496, FLORIDA
STATUES, REQUIRES US TO STATE OUR FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES REGISTRATION NUMBER SC-04939, THE PERCENTAGE OF EACH CON-
TRIBUTION RETAINED BY ANY PROFESSIONAL SOLICITOR IS ZERO, AND THE PERCENTAGE OF EACH CONTRIBUTION RECEIVED BY THE MIAMI FOUNDATION IS 100%.
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Harvard University Professor
Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., a
noted American literary histo-
rian, activist and filmmaker, 
is the scheduled keynote
speaker for the University 
of the Virgin Islands’ 2014
Commencement Ceremonies
on May 17 in St. Thomas, and
May 18 in St. Croix.

Prof. Gates is well known
for his PBS documentary pre-
sentations, the most recent
being the six-part, 2013 series
“The African Americans:
Many Rivers to Cross”. He
wrote, executive produced
and hosted that award-win-
ning effort.

Gates is the Alphonse
Fletcher University Professor
and director of the Hutchins
Center for African and
African American Research
at Harvard, a post he has held

since arriving there in 1991.
Before joining the Harvard
faculty, Gates taught at Yale,
Cornell and Duke universities.
He will also receive an hon-
orary degree from UVI.

Joining Gates in receiving
UVI honorary degrees at the
2014 commencement will be
the Virgin Islands’ first elected
delegate to Congress Ron de
Lugo and St. Croix baseball
legend and youth mentor
Horace Clarke.

“These individuals repre-
sent the highest level of their
professions,” said UVI
President Dr. David Hall.

Æ

Haiti’s history, culture and
contributions to the United
States and the world will be
marked in May with several
events in South Florida.
Haitian Heritage Month was
first celebrated in Boston,
Massachusetts in 1998. Tele
Kreyol, one of the Boston
Haitian Access Television 
programs, marked it with a
series of programs. This year,
Broward and Palm Beach
counties in Florida plan to 
host the following:

May 8 - Documentary presen-
tation and debate “Aristide
and The Endless Revolution”,
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at West
Boynton Beach Branch
Library, 9451 Jog Rd.,
Boynton Beach.

May 10 - Piti, Piti, zawzo fe

nich li - Little by little, the
bird makes its nest, a lecture
on Heritage Cultural of the
Haitian Diaspora, 2 p.m. to 5
p.m., North Regional/Broward
College Library,1000 Coconut
Creek Parkway, Coconut
Creek.

May 13 - Haitian Heritage
Month essay contest winner
prize presentation, 4:45 p.m.,
Fulton -Holland Educational
Services Center, 3300 Forest
Hill Blvd., West Palm Beach.

May 16 - Community
Reception, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
Toussaint L’Ouverture High
School, 301 S.W. 12th Ave.,
Delray Beach.

May 17 - Afro-Caribbean
Festival, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Delray Beach Tennis Center.

Haitian Heritage Book
Festival and Essay
Presentation, 2 p.m. to 4:30
p.m., Greenacres Library,
3750 Jog Rd., Greenacres.

May 20 - Documentary and
discussion “Aristide and the
Endless Revolution”, 6:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Main
Library, 3650 Summit Blvd
West Palm Beach.

May 22 - Haitian Heritage
History and Culture
Presentation, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
West Boynton Beach Branch
Library.

May 28 - Haitian Heritage
History and Culture, 6:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m., Main Library,
West Palm Beach.

Æ

DIASPORA DEBATE

“Engaging the Diaspora –
Enriching the Caribbean” will
be the focus of a public meet-
ing from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. May
6 at the Miramar Cultural
Center, 2400 Civic Center
Place, Miramar, Florida.

Scheduled speakers include
James Moss Solomon, executive
in residence at Mona School of
Business, University of the 
West Indies; Don Wehby,
GraceKennedy Group; and Sean
Mason, Western Union’s regional
vice president for the Caribbean.

Topics to be discussed 
are “Economic Integration
Through Education” and
“Challenges Facing University
Students of Caribbean
Descent”.

Admission is free. For
reservations and more infor-
mation, call 305-608-6325 or
954-990-5640.

SOCCER FEST

Some of the biggest names in
Caribbean entertainment will
be on show at a “Soccer
Cultural Fest” on May 26 at
Broward Regional Park in
Lauderhill, Florida.

Chronixx, Elephant Man,

Di Angel, Mad Cobra, Papa
San, Wayne Marshall and
Tarrus Riley are among those
listed to appear at the event,
which will also feature a
celebrity soccer game.

For more information, call
857-232-0095.

HAITI’S REP

Francois Guillaume, II has
been appointed minister of
Haitians living abroad.

Guillaume served as the
executive director of the
Haitian American Chamber of
Commerce of Florida from Nov.
2006 to Dec. 2011.  From 2009
to 2011, he represented the
chamber on the board of the
Haitian American Professionals
Coalition (HAPC). He has
been active in South Florida’s
Haitian community.

In Jan. 2012, Guillaume
was nominated to serve the
consul general of Haiti in
Miami.  

“Mr. Guillaume is a friend
of HAPC.  We are looking to
work with him in order to
move forward for the best
interests of the Haitian com-
munity in South Florida,”
HAPC Chairman Sevigne

Castor noted in a recent press
release. 

COMMUNITY BASH

The Miriam Dean Pratt
Community Center, in conjunc-
tion with the Ascension
Community Development
Corporation, Inc. will host the
first Ascension Community
Day Bash this month.

The event, a celebration of
the community center’s multi-
cultural activities and outreach
ministries, will be held at 11
a.m. May 31 at 11201 S.W.
160th St., Miami, Florida.

Entertainment will be pro-
vided by WZAB-880 AM
radio DJ Cleve Osborne. Local
talent, including steel pan, reg-
gae, calypso and junkanoo
music, will be provided.  A
variety of prizes will also be
available.

For more information,
including tickets, call 305-283-
0343.

AFRICAN HERITAGE

Registration is now open
for the African Heritage
Cultural Arts Center 39th
Annual Summer Arts
Conservatory in Miami,

Florida.
The 10-week program,

which runs June 9 to Aug. 15,
offers youth ages five to 16 the
opportunity to engage in cul-
tural experiences through
dance, drama, media, fashion
and visual arts, and music. The
program culminates in a fash-
ion show on Aug. 1, summer
arts festival on Aug. 9 and
recital on Aug. 15.

It will be conducted at the
African Heritage Cultural Arts
Center, 6161 N.W. 22nd Ave.

Registration applications
can be obtained by visiting 
the center, e-mailing
ahcac@miamidade.gov or by
calling 305-638-6771.

WEALTH SUMMIT

The racial wealth gap in
Florida will be the focus of a
summit on Sept. 5 in Tampa.

The summit will address
the long term impact of that
gap on the state’s economy. It
will feature experts in educa-
tion and finance.

For more information,
visit vortega@fmcrc.org.

Æ
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DAWN A. DAVIS

As a child growing up without
knowing his parents, or even
if he had a family, Delvon
“Bulby” Campbell got used to
life being alone.

Born in St. Mary, Jamaica
in the late 1950s, Campbell
was given away as an infant.
He was among many children
born to parents on the
Caribbean island who, for a
variety of reasons, just could-
n’t cope. 

“I was
given to a cou-
ple who never
had kids,”
Campbell
explained.

Whatever
joy that may
have sparked
was short-
lived.

“The woman died when I
was one year old,” said
Campbell. “The man drowned
when I was four or five.

“I was then taken by the
woman’s sister whom I lived
with until I was 13 years old
before going into the juvenile
orphanage system.”

Living a life moving from
family to family, then on to a
social system that creates
anonymity and carries a stig-
ma in some societies, often
creates bitterness and a hard-
ened heart. But, Campbell did
not become trapped in that
negative cycle. Deep down
there was something missing,
and life eventually steered
him in the right direction to
find the missing pieces.

Campbell eventually left
the orphanage system and
attended Alpha Boys’ School.
He excelled in music educa-
tion, eventually mastering the
trumpet. He later joined the
Jamaica Defence Force and,
after six years, migrated to the
United States. Today he is a
business owner and a profes-
sional musician sharing his

skill on the trumpet, the fami-
ly he cultivated as a youngster.

ACCIDENTAL REUNION
Two years ago, almost by

accident, Campbell stumbled
upon his real family, one he
never knew he had. The
pieces began falling into place.

“I have 25 brothers and
sisters,” he revealed smiling.
“I found my family. 

“My mother was Icilda
Wallace. She was 16 years old
when she had me. And I know
my father was Oswald
Campbell. My mom was a
domestic helper who worked
for my father at the time, so
when I was born the decision
was made to give me up ... It
was my father’s wife who
named me.”

Campbell’s discovery of
all this - after 53 years - was
just by chance. He and his
wife Marsha were visiting the
Florida Keys when they stum-
bled upon a Jamaican novelty
store called Natural Vibes.

“When I entered the store
and started speaking to the
owner there was a feeling of
familiarity,” he said.

Campbell recounted how
the young man, Andrew
Roberts, also thought he knew
him.

“He said I looked just like
his grand-uncle,” he
explained. “So, while I was
still in the store he called his
mom who said that I may be
the son of her uncle who had
gone in search of his two chil-
dren he left in Jamaica. I was
shocked and excited at the
same time.”

SEARCH
That was the beginning of

the family search that would
eventually bring Campbell
and his “lost” family together
for the first time in more than
five decades. Campbell found
out that when his father
Oswald went to Jamaica in
search of his children, he

found Delores, an older sister
who was also given up at
birth, but Delvon had already
migrated to the U.S. 

Of the 25 siblings, three
died. However, Campbell has
connected with the rest of
them in person, via Facebook
or Skype. They are scattered
around the world - in Jamaica,
St. Maarten, Trinidad and
England. 

“One of my sisters, Lorna

Campbell, is an elected coun-
cilor for a large borough in
London called Lambeth,” a
proud Campbell said while dis-
cussing his new-found family. 

“The other, Barbara
Campbell, also in the U.K., is
a writer/ journalist. My two
brothers Verol and Speed are
also in the U.K. Another
brother Trevor lives in
Trinidad. My sister Marlene 
is a CPA in St. Maarten.
Pauline, another sister, works
in the hotel industry in St.
Maarten and my other sister
Tolla Johnston works with an
airline, also in St Maarten.”

There was sad news too.
“ … Unfortunately my

mother died the Christmas
before the family connection,
and my dad died the year
before,” Campbell added soft-
ly. “ … I did not get the
opportunity to meet them.”

REUNION
The chance meeting in the

Florida Keys not only cleared
up his past, it brought togeth-
er the Campbell clan for an
emotional reunion or, more
fittingly, a first union. Just

REUNION: ‘Given away’ Jamaican-born Florida resident finds family after 53 years
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Campbell, seated front row right, is joined by members of his family for the first “union” dinner.
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weeks after finding his family,
his sister Lorna Campbell flew
to Miami for an emotional
meeting with her long lost
brother.

“We hugged, we talked
for hours on end,” Campbell
reminisced. “We asked many
questions, and we cried.” 

Together they connected
with the other living siblings
and a gathering was planned.
It was Christmas Day 2013
and Campbell received the
most important gift of his life.
He and his wife hosted 20 of
his family members for a holi-
day dinner. It was filled with

tears and, most of all, love.
“Family is very new to

me, never seen one before
year before last,” Campbell
said. “... The most important
lesson I have learnt is some-
times family is not all what it
seems to be, which is very sad.
But for me, no matter what
issues there are or might be, it
doesn’t matter. The fact of
having family is enough for
me and I will always love
them unconditionally.” 

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

David Rowe, a Jamaican attor-
ney based in South Florida
and adjunct professor of
Caribbean law at the
University of Miami School of
Law, recently to spoke to Dave
Rodney on the recent murder
trial of Jamaican dancehall
star Adijah Palmer, better
known as Vybz Kartel. Palmer
and others were sentenced last
month. The following is an
edited version of that interview
first published in Images
Newsletter.

Dave Rodney: What is
your view on the notion that
there is a link between crimi-
nality and dancehall music?

David Rowe: There is a

strongly held notion that
dancehall performers are also
engaged in criminal miscon-
duct including sale of nar-
cotics and distribution of guns.
The criminal element gravi-
tates in large numbers at
dancehall events.

Rodney: I know you fol-
lowed the Vybz Kartel case
closely in Jamaica and you
were at points present at the
court. Were you surprised by
the verdict?

Rowe: I was not surprised
by the verdict. There is a large
amount of circumstantial evi-
dence introduced against Mr.
Palmer. I had expected that
verdict, particularly as Mr.
Palmer did not take the stand
in his own defense.

Rodney: Some people say
that in light of all the prob-
lems that are faced by the
criminal justice system in
Jamaica, this case was a litmus
test for the system itself. Is
this your view and are there
grounds for a celebration
party?

Rowe: No celebration
party. The scrupulously care-
ful method that we expected
the police to demonstrate, in

preserving evidence, was not
apparent. An identifiable evi-
dence technician in the police
force must always have physi-
cal custody of the evidence
representing in court.

Rodney: What were the
strengths of the case present-
ed by the prosecution?

Rowe: The case against
Mr. Palmer is very circumstan-
tial. However, the strength in
the case was the large amount
of evidence presented and the
number of eye witnesses that
took the stand.

Rodney: What were the
weaknesses of the arguments
presented by the defense?

Rowe: The defense was
weak. It failed to prove a con-
spiracy against Mr. Palmer.

Rodney: How do you feel
about the integrity of the
forensic evidence presented in
this case?

Rowe: I believe that the
forensic evidence may have
been tampered with.

Rodney: How does evi-
dence preservation in the
United States compare with
Jamaica?

Rowe: In the United
States, evidence preservation

is sophisticated and must meet
the evidentiary standards set
by the Bench and the Bar.
Most of the exhibits admitted
in Mr. Palmer’s case in
Jamaica would not have been
admitted as evidence in the
United States due to tamper-
ing. In the United States, in
cases relating to forensic evi-
dence, the evidence collected
must utilize tamper proofs
basin.

Rodney: What is the sig-
nificance of one juror being
charged for offering bribes?
Could this lead to a stunning
revelation?

Rowe: We have had great
amount of corruption in
Jamaica, involving jurors and
bribes. Some Jamaican attor-
neys are known as “jury doc-
tors” because of their capacity
to bribe jurors . This could
lead to another conviction for
Mr. Palmer.

Rodney: Do you think
there are any significant
grounds for an appeal?

Rowe: I think that there is
significant grounds of appeal
because of the unprofessional
maintenance of evidence by
the police.

Rodney: You have been a
defense attorney in several
murder trials. How does the
level of brutality here com-
pare to other cases you have
seen?

Rowe: This was a vicious
and brutal murder.

Rodney: How does the
Vybz Kartel case compare
with the Buju Banton case
that you are also familiar
with?

Rowe: These two cases do
not compare. Mr. Palmer
allegedly participated in a bru-
tal murder. Buju was linked to
co-conspirators.

Æ

REUNION: ‘Given away’ Jamaican-born Florida 
resident finds real family in U.S. after 53 years
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Dear Mr. President,
I just visited Valencia,

Spain and was stunned at two
things. First off, being
“Americano” or a holder of a
non-European Union passport
placed me in an entirely differ-
ent immigration category upon
arrival.
Secondly, no
one bothered
to cater to the
fact that nei-
ther I nor my
colleague
spoke Spanish
well.

And so
we spent most
of the time
piecing
together and trying hard to
remember the “poquito”
Espanol we had learnt in school
many years before or running
around asking: “Habla ingles?”

To say we felt like out-
siders and never truly wel-
comed is an understatement.
But for the first time I felt like
how many Latino immigrants
must feel – like outsiders - even
though America, unlike Spain,
has largely become a multi-lin-
gual nation.

It is why I applauded the
“cohones” showed by House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
on April 10 as she finally

addressed the real elephant in
the GOP’s room. Finally, Pelosi
said what we all know to be
true – it is skin color and race
that is to be blamed for the
GOP House Republican’s
refusal to act on comprehensive
immigration reform.

“I think race has something
to do with the fact that they’re
not bringing up an immigration

bill.  I’ve heard them say to the
Irish, ‘If it were just you, this
would be easy’,” Pelosi told
reporters.

FEAR
The statement summed up

exactly what many have said
for years – if the millions of
undocumented immigrants in

More and more, some people
seem to be avoiding sex and
are proud of doing so too.

Sexuality is powerful. It
comes in different dimensions,
practices, sizes and shapes.
There is bisexual, transsexual,
homosexual, heterosexual.

But there is also the per-
son who does without - the
asexual. It’s the person who has
no interest in sex at all and it’s
not that they have anything
against sex. They simply do not
care for it. 

Some may have tried it 
at least once in the past and
decided that it wasn’t for them.
Others have never tried it, but
have decreed that it is not their
cup of tea.

Don’t think that these are
ugly people who can’t get any-
body either. Far from it. Many
are attractive, young, vibrant
people.

I’m not talking about 
people who desire passion 
but can’t get it either. No one
forced them into that state and,
no, they didn’t join any religion
that forced them into taking
vows of celibacy.

PROOF
This was corroborated by a

documentary that featured
these folks. They openly flaunt-
ed their lifestyle. They acted
quite normal and even went on
dates. It seemed to work for

them. They
liked it.

To me, it’s
like going into
a restaurant,
ordering your
favorite meal
and having it
locked away
behind a cage.
You can see it,
you can smell
it, but you
can’t touch or taste it.

I tried to examine the pros
and cons of doing without it.
First, no man/woman can fool
or woo you. He/she has noth-
ing to get, because you have

nothing to give.
Some men may not believe

her, and still bide their time,
hoping for a breakthrough. 
But there are others who do
believe, but still go along for
the ride. In the documentary,
there were asexual women who
went on repeat romantic dates
with sexually active men.
Pointless, I thought, but they
did seem to have a good time.

When you take sex out of
the equation, it does release
much of the stress and anxiety
that goes with dating. But there
will come a time when the
piper will play the tune, and

Which path will Obama choose? Doing without it and surviving to tell the tale
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the United States were not
largely brown and black, then
immigration reform would have
been a non-issue long ago.

The fear of the
Republican Party conservative
block of becoming a minority
in a nation where caucasians
have always been the majority
is palpable. It is little wonder
that Representative Mo
Brooks, Republican-Alabama,
recently had the gall to say
that “all hell will break loose”
if Rep. Jeff Denham tries to
promote his bill that would
allow immigrants who were
brought to this country on or
before Dec. 31, 2011, and were
younger than 15 years old, to
become legal, permanent resi-
dents - the first step toward cit-
izenship - through honorable
service in the military. And it is
why former Florida
Republican Governor Jeb
Bush has had to defend his
“act of love” immigration com-
ments.

If the immigrants he was
referring to were all white then
he would have been lauded as a

hero among his base. Instead,
his push for immigrant families
who “crossed the border
because they had no other
means to work to be able to
provide for their family” to be
treated with love has made him,
like Denham, an outcast in the
party of largely old white men.

Mr. President, the legacy 
of your presidency can be the
most deportation by a U.S.
president ever or an “act of
love” through prosecutorial dis-
cretion that grants temporary
residency to all upstanding
undocumented immigrants
whose only crime was they
came here for a better life.

Which one will you
choose?

Respectfully,
Felicia Persaud

Edited from News Americas.
Felicia Persaud is CMO of
Hard Beat Communications,
which owns the brands News
Americas Now, CaribPR Wire
and Invest Caribbean Now. 
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someone will be asked to
dance.

The person doing without

it will not have any children.
There are people who do not
want kids. There is also no
question of contraception.

Doing without it is healthy, as
there is no way they can con-
tract any sexually transmitted
diseases.

People who abstain may
still have urges, but they don’t
act on them.

PASSIONLESS
I knew a man who never

had any intimate contact with
any other human. He was not
gay or hetero, but passion just
wasn’t part of his life. But it
was his choice and, as far as I
know, he was contented.

I have known women who
lived without it too. One even

got married in an attempt to
change her ways and be “nor-
mal”, but quickly lapsed into
her comfort zone.

So when you look around
and see some people who have
no partner, and have no desire to
have one, don’t be quick to
judge. Perhaps it’s their choice.
They are simply doing without it.

seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

DAWN A. DAVIS

Caribbean Today (CT) is
going beyond the headlines.
Marking its 25th anniversary,
CT’s owner and publisher
Peter Webley has decided to
give back to the ‘voices’ that
helped shape the publication’s
first quarter century.

“My dad, before he
passed said to me one day,
‘win, lose or draw, we need to
set up something for those
people coming behind us, pri-
marily the kids’, who, like me,
can benefit. Scholastically,”
declared Webley. “I never paid
for college. Whatever money I
paid I got it back, in grants
and scholarships.”

Honoring his father’s wish-
es, Webley has created a foun-
dation.  Launched in Dec. 2013,
during CT’s 25th anniversary
celebration, The Caribbean
Today Foundation for
Journalistic and Healthcare
Excellence will give scholarships
to Miami-Dade College students

to further their studies and
careers in journalism and
healthcare.

“Miami-Date College was
such a cocoon for people like
myself,” explained Webley.
“When I came here (to the
United States) in 1979, it was
the perfect place to touch
ground. They nurtured us and
provided a fertile environment
for us to succeed.” 

LOGICAL
As a newspaper publisher,

recognizing journalism students
is logical. But why healthcare?
Webley said his sister, a regis-
tered nurse, is currently battling
stage-3 lung cancer.

“I am very close to my sis-
ter, and it is for this reason why
I want to include the healthcare
field in this scholarship,” he
explained. “We need to do as
much as we can to find a cure
for cancer and other deadly dis-
eases.” 

Open to second and third-
year students, scholarships will
be based on merit and need, but

students must maintain a cer-
tain grade point average to
qualify. Initially, the aim is to
provide two scholarships per
year with a minimum $1,250 for
each student. 

Miami-Dade college
attracts students with Caribbean
backgrounds. However, the
scholarship is available to stu-
dents of all nationalities.  The
scholarship and foundation will
be managed by The Miami
Foundation, a non-profit organ-
ization founded in 1967, con-
necting philanthropy with com-
munities in need. With more

than $150 million in grants and
scholarships awarded through-
out its 47-year history, the
Miami Foundation “is a natural
fit for us,” said Webley.

SOBERING
Funding non-profits could

be a sobering activity as it
depends on financial generosity
in a squeezed economy.
Historically though, these kinds
of non-profits raise the majority
of their funding from individual
and corporate contributions and
hope that they will be lucky
enough to get the usually larger
donations from charitable trusts
and other donor foundations.
With many foundations vying 
for donor dollars, it will take per-
sistence and patience. Webley
believes he’s up for the task.

“We will appeal to the
Caribbean community,” he said.
“And, we plan to start running
ads in the paper asking people
to contribute directly to The
Miami Foundation ... Where
other foundations have failed is
lack of promotion, lack of man-

agement, and lack of interest
because of lack of knowledge.
We have thought of each of
these elements and so we won’t
fail.”

Potential donors will be
able to contribute financially by
check or credit card sent direct-
ly to the managing foundation.
There will also be a portal on
CaribbeanToday.com where
donations can be made elec-
tronically. 

“We have to take responsi-
bility for ourselves, our future,
our kids,” said Webley. “We
need to have a stake in the
equation. ... We need to start
doing for us.

“That’s why the Caribbean
Today Foundation is important.
And using a credible, account-
able, proven charity organization
like The Miami Foundation gives
us a good chance of succeeding,
of creating sustainability.”

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Doing without it and surviving to tell the tale

Caribbean Today gives to MDC students through newspaper foundation

Which path will Obama choose?
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Reggae balladeer A.J.
Brown, a prominent figure in
Jamaica’s popular music for
the past 30 years, is scheduled
to headline the Ardenne
Alumni Association (Toronto
Chapter) Annual Mother’s
Day Concert and Luncheon
on May 11 in Toronto,
Canada.

“The
luncheon is
our marquee
event for the
year that pro-
vides impor-
tant funding
for the ‘stu-
dents welfare
program’ at
Ardenne High
School in Jamaica,“ said Mark
White, vice president of the
Ardenne Alumni Association.

“Over the years these
funds have provided valuable
contributions to the Joyce
Britton Music Room, Global
Leaders Program for Students

and the Lunch Feeding
Assistance. The event also
honors the mother’s in our
community and provide stellar
entertainment.”

Brown, who recently
assumed the role of lead vocal-
ist of reggae group Third
World, began his career on the
Jamaica’s north coast in the
1970s. He was then recruited
by the Jamaican Tourist Board
to promote the island in North
America and Europe. In 1984,
he released his debut single
“Love People” that was fea-
tured on the soundtrack of the
movie “Club Paradise”. His
vocals were also featured in
“The Howling III” and “The
Fourth Protocol” movies.

Brown was also a regular
performer in Las Vegas,
Nevada, USA and has
released songs like “We Need
To Learn”, “Beautiful Lady”
and “Words Of Wisdom”. 

Æ

Barbadian pop star Rihanna
was not afraid to showcase
naked shots of her body to 
her nearly 13 million followers
on Instagram, where she is
known as “BadgirlRiRi”,

The Grammy-winning
singer decided to let her
Instagram fans see her in all
her glory – well almost – after
she dropped most of her
clothes for French skin maga-
zine Lui.

But within an hour of the
posts last month, Instagram
promptly deleted the shots,
claiming their rules did not
allow such postings because it
violated their rules against
nudity. Instead all that’s left of
the Lui photographs on
Instagram is an advertisement
of Rihanna wearing a string
bikini and posted on a bus
advertisement.

That, however, did not
stop the singer and actress
from posting the photographs
on Twitter, which apprarently
had no problem showing RiRi
to the world, including her 35
million followers there.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Jamaica’s reg-
gae’s icon Beres
Hammond will
join Australian
pop duo Air
Supply as head-
line acts at the
annual
“Groovin’ In
The
Park Concert”
on June 29 at
Roy Wilkins
Park in Queens,
New York
on Sunday.

Hammond,
a star at
“Groovin’” the
last time he performed in
2012, has had a string of hits
over several decades, includ-

ing “Rockaway”, “In Love
With You”, “What One Dance
Can Do”, “She Loves
Me Now”, “Step Aside”,

“Double Trouble” and
“Putting Up Resistance”.

Air Supply is no stranger
to Caribbean audiences, per-
forming at shows such as the
Jamaica Jazz and Blues festi-
val.more. The duo’s hits
include “Even The Nights Are
Better”, “Just As I Am”,
“Chances Are”, “Power Of
Love”, “Lost In Love” and
“Here I Am”.

Hammond and Air
Supply are scheduled to be
joined by dancehall star
Chronixx and reggae singers
Marcia Griffiths, John Holt,
Judy Mowatt and Bob Andy.

For show information,
visit to www.groovininthep-
ark.com.

Æ

UNIFEST, the oldest
Caribbean multi-cultural fes-
tival in Broward County,
Florida, will mark its 20th

year with a series of activities
this month.

The Greater Caribbean
American Cultural Coalition
is celebrating UNIFEST in 
the City of Lauderdale Lakes
and is joining forces with VP
Records, a leading record
label that represents
Caribbean music. The part-
nership is aimed at growing
the event and adding creative
ideas to attract more atten-
dance and increase benefit to
corporate sponsors and local
businesses.

“I’m excited about this

20th year and the fact that the
organization is teaming up
with VP Records, the right
partner to help take
UNIFEST to the next level,”
said founding member and
former Lauderdale Lakes City
Commissioner

Representative. Hazelle
Rogers.

“The new platform is just
the start of what is to come of
this event,” said Richard Lue,
VP director of business devel-
opment. “We are focused on
transforming the event by pro-
viding a superior family ori-
ented experience that would
encourage support for years to
come.”

This year, UNIFEST
takes place 11a.m. to 11 p.m.
May 18 at Vincent Torres
Park in Lauderdale Lakes.

A special Teen Talent
Competition is on the agenda.
Cultural activities, bounce
house and games for the kids,
marching band parade, mini
carnival costume parade, dis-
play of cultural artifacts, busi-
ness, expo, health fair, con-
sular village, immigration cor-
ner and food from across the
Caribbean will also be avail-
able. The Evening of Stars
concert is scheduled to include
performances by Gyptian,
Sanchez, Iwer George, Leon
Coldero and Code 826 band,
Gabel, Code Red, Marcia Ball
and Screw Driver.

UNIFEST 2014 spon-
sored in part by Broward
County Cultural Division,
MoneyGram, Bank of
America, Enterprise
Holdings, City County Credit
Union, Sunshine Health, FPL,
Comcast, WAVS 1170 AM
and JN Money Transfer.

For more information,
including the month-long 
line-up of activities,
visit www.unifestlive.com.

Æ

NEW YORK - Tia Mowry
and her identical twin sister
Tamera Mowry first gained
for their teen roles on the
ABC/WB sitcom ‘Sister,
Sister”.

The two were born to
Darlene Renee Mowry (née
Flowers), who was born in
The Bahamas. She managed
her children’s careers even
when they were in the group
Voices.

Tamera Darvette Mowry-
Housley starred in the Disney
Channel Original Movie
“Twitches” and its sequel
“Twitches Too”. She has also
made a break into dramatic
television, and is also known
for her role as Dr. Kayla
Thornton on the medical
drama “Strong Medicine”.
Beginning Aug. 2011, the
Style Network began airing
“Tia & Tamera”.

She is one of the hosts of
“The Real” talk show,
along with Tamar Braxton,
Jeannie Mai, Adrienne
Bailon and Loni Love,
which premiered on July
15, 2013.

Tia Dashon Mowry-
Hardrict portrayed med-
ical student Melanie
Barnett Davis on the
CW/BET comedy-drama
series “The Game” from

2006 until 2012. She is also
noted for starring in the tele-
vision movie “Twitches” and
its sequel “Twitches Too”. In
2013, Mowry became the
main subject of the
Nickelodeon’s Nick at Nite
show “Instant Mom”.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

A.J. Brown heads Ardenne’s
Toronto Mother’s Day show

Reggae, pop icons Beres Hammond, Air Supply
to share ‘Groovin’ stage in New York on June 29

Multi-cultural UNIFEST marks 20th year in May ‘BadgirlRiRi’ bares it all
in magazine photo shoot

CARIBBEAN TIES: T.V.’s Mowry twins trace roots to The Bahamas
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• TITLE: 

THE ROVING TREE

• AUTHOR: 

ELSIE AUGUSTAVE

• REVIEWED BY: 

MARIE GREGORY

• PUBLISHER: 

AkASHIC BOOkS/OPEN

LENS

Many writers from
Africa, the West
Indies and other

parts of the world find their
true voices when free to
depict their homelands from a
distance. Elsie Augustave’s
“The Roving Tree” is no
exception.

Her novel deals with a
poor woman who wants a bet-
ter life for her child. The
opportunity comes when she
meets a white American cou-
ple visiting Haiti to learn
about voodoo and other cul-
tural practices. They already
have an adopted child and are
willing to add Iris to their
family believing that an inter-
racial family can succeed in
the United States.

The move to the United
States - from a deeply rural
village to New York occurs
when Iris is five years old -

was a huge shift. The house
was like a palace, making the
bemused child wonder why a
home of such a size was neces-
sary for only three people. In
her words: “A world of magic
opened to me. Everything
seemed so vast, open and
clean.”

When the novelty wears
off, homesickness sets in. Iris
yearns for “the smoke from
my great grandmother’s pipe,
the warmth of my mother’s
dark eyes and the taste of
mangoes that had fallen from
the trees.”

RACISM
The child’s hair causes

comment, especially from
adults. Worse follows in
school when children tell Iris
to go back to Africa. The kind
parents, whom she calls mom
and dad, explain the “disease
called racism,” which Dr.
Martin Luther King is trying
to cure. By the time Iris is
eight, her mom describes her
as “fully Americanized.”

As the years move on,
recollections of Haiti recur.
Iris’s godfather arranges for
her to attend Haitian dance
classes. The response to the

drumbeat brings a connection
to her roots. She excels and
this helps to forge her future
movements.

Her college education 
fulfils the dream of her dead
mother. Iris visited Haiti when
her mother died, bringing her
into contact with the mixture
of Catholic and cultural
beliefs of rural Haiti. The spir-
it world is vividly portrayed.
The beliefs of the people are
strong. The sections of the
novel dealing with the spirit
world are described sympa-
thetically in great detail and
make fascinating reading.

It is perhaps inevitable
that after college Iris, who
considered a return to Haiti 
to teach for a year, should
instead respond to an invita-
tion to go to Zaire to train
dancers at Zaire Arts
Institute. She had been told
by her grandmother that she
had an African water spirit
dancing in her head and that
“Africa is where your soul
belongs.”

LOVE
It is in Zaire that Iris finds

love. Cultural differences
again intrude. The powerful
politician is married, but does-
n’t see that as a problem. Iris
can be his second wife. The
Americanized Haitian cannot

accept this.
Where does she really

belong? Readers will decide
for themselves which of the
three cultural influences are
the strongest. Can someone so
transplanted ever take root?

This novel is definitely
worth reading.

Marie Gregory is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today. 
Elsie Augustave was born in
Haiti. She graduated from
Middlebury College and
Howard University, earned a
Fulbright Scholarship to
study in Senegal and France,
and choreographed a produc-
tion for the National Dance
Theatre of Zaire.

Æ

Actress Anna Maria Horsford
boasts Caribbean background

‘The Roving Tree’ bears fruit untangling complex branches of culture 
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BRIEFS
Sean Paul, Iglesias duet
Jamaican dancehall star Sean Paul
is featured on Enrique Iglesias’s
version of the song “Bailando”. The
song is on the Spanish-born sign-
er’s album “Sex + Love”. 

‘Sumfest’ in July
Long-running “Reggae Sumfest”,
dubbed “The Greatest Reggae
Show on Earth”, will be held this
year July 13-19 at Catherine Hall,
Montego Bay, Jamaica.

Vegas in Miami
Mr. Vegas, the Jamaican dancehall
star currently on tour in the United
States, is scheduled to make a
stop in South Florida at the Miami
Urban Radio 103.5 The Beat’s
2014 “Beat Down Concert” on
June 12 at BB&T Centre in Miami.

Compiled from various sources.

Æ

NEW YORK - Anna Maria
Horsford is perhaps best
known for her roles as
Thelma Frye on the NBC sit-

com “Amen”, as Dee Baxter
on the WB sitcom “The
Wayans Bros.” and as Craig
Jones’s mother Betty in the
comedy films “Friday” and
“Friday After Next”.

Horsford was born in
Harlem, New York, the
daughter of Lillian and Victor
A. Horsford, an investment

real estate broker. Her par-
ents are from Antigua and the
Dominican Republic.

She attended Manhattan’s
School of Performing Arts,
where she studied and per-
fected her acting abilities.

Though she is known
today for her work in front of
the cameras, her first major
role in television was as a
producer for the PBS show
“Soul!”, hosted by Ellis
Haizlip, which aired between
1967 and 1973.

Horsford made guest
appearances on such sitcoms
as “The Fresh Prince of Bel-
Air”, “Sparks”, “Moesha”,
“The Bernie Mac Show”,
“The Shield”, “Girlfriends”
and “Everybody Hates
Chris”.

She also appeared on the
drama “Judging Amy”. More
recently, she was seen in the
first season of “Grey’s
Anatomy”.

Horsford returned to the
big screen in the 2013 film “A
Madea Christmas”, from Tyler
Perry, playing Madea’s rela-
tive.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Horsford



WASHINGTON, D.C.
- While many Jamaican
nationals may look forward
with longing to ackee and salt-

fish, the United States Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) is recommending
seizure or import refusal of
canned, frozen and other
ackee products.

The ackee fruit, which is
harvested from the ackee tree
(Blighia sapida), is native to
West Africa, but is also found
in Central and South
America, plus many
Caribbean countries includ-
ing Jamaica, and southern

Florida.
It contains the toxin hypo-

glycin A, which drops to negli-
gible levels in the edible por-

tion of the fruit when it is fully
ripe, making it safe to con-
sume. However, the rind and
seeds still have high levels of
hypoglycin A when the fruit is
fully ripe and should not be
consumed.

When the product is
improperly processed, concen-
trations can rise above 100
parts per million (ppm) and
pose a health risk. The inges-
tion of hypoglycin A may
result in no symptoms or

symptoms that range from
some vomiting  to severe
vomiting with profound hypo-
glycemia, drowsiness, muscu-
lar exhaustion, prostration
and, possibly, coma and death.

‘GUIDANCE’
In issuing final

guidance on enforcement cri-
teria for ackee, the FDA said
its district offices may detain,
without physical examination,
all ackee products offered for
import.

The exception will be for
those firms that are identified
on a “Green List”, which
according to the FDA have
demonstrated that they have
food safety controls in place
to ensure that only properly
ripened ackees, without seeds
or rind, are included in fin-
ished products.

They are Fruit Processors
Ltd. of Belize, Antillean
Canning S.A. of Haiti and
from Jamaica: Ashman Food
Products Ltd., Canco Limited,
Central Food Packers Ltd.,
Double Deuce Jamaica Ltd.,
Exotic Products Jamaica
Limited, Island Packers,
Southern Fruits & Food
Processors Ltd., Stanmark
Processors Company Limited,
Tijule Company Ltd. and
West Best Foods Limited.

Canned, frozen and other
ackee products are marketed
in the U.S., largely to people
from Caribbean cultures, and
most of the products are

imported from Jamaica,
Belize and Haiti.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

‘Taste of the Caribbean’
comes to Miami in July

National DISH DIS’: U.S. recommends blocking ackee imports
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Ackee is favored by Caribbean people.

Taste of the Caribbean 2014
will host a series of culinary
competitions and educational
workshops between June 28
and July 2 at the Hyatt
Regency in Miami, Florida.

Sponsored by the
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism
Association, the annual event
offers a mix of entertainment,
hands-on demonstrations and
seminars to attendees, ranging
from food-loving consumers
to top culinary connoisseurs.

Attendees will get a first-
hand look at Caribbean cul-
ture and cuisine and will be
able to gather information
about their favorite Caribbean
destinations and sample gour-
met cuisine while listening to
music from the region.

Staff members from the
Florida International
University Institute for
Hospitality and Tourism
Education and Research will

offer demonstrations and an
educational session.

“Taste of the Caribbean”
not only brings the flavors of
the Caribbean to consumers,
it also serves as a platform for
food and beverage profession-
als to network, polish profes-
sional skills and witness the
expertise of talented
Caribbean chefs and bar-
tenders in action. This year,
teams from Anguilla, The
Bahamas, Barbados, Bonaire,
Curacao, Jamaica, Puerto
Rico, St. Lucia, Suriname and
the United States Virgin
Islands will compete for hon-
ors. Competition titles
include: Caribbean Culinary
Team of the Year, Caribbean
Chef of the Year, Caribbean
Pastry Chef of the Year,
Caribbean Bartender of the
Year and Caribbean Junior
Chef of the Year.

Æ



BOB LAMENDOLA

If you’re sexually active, you
have a 50-50 chance of getting
the cancer-causing human
papillomavirus (HPV) during
your lifetime. The risk is even
higher for people of color and
Hispanics.

The good news is that the
sexually transmitted virus can
be prevented with simple
steps and a vaccine. Also, free
screening tests can detect
HPV-related cancer early,

when treatments can be suc-
cessful.

“We urge everyone to
protect themselves and those
they care about,” said Dr.
Paula Thaqi, health officer at
the Florida Department of
Health in Broward County.

HPV spreads during sex,
even when the infected man
or woman appears healthy.
About 79 million Americans
now have HPV. Most of the
time, the virus goes away on
its own without causing any
harm. But in females, the
virus can affect the cervix, the
lower portion of a woman’s
uterus.

Every year, HPV causes
21,000 cases of cervical cancer
(1,000 in Florida) and kills
4,000 women – and causes
other genital cancers and
warts. 

PROTECTION
Here’s how you can protect
yourself and others:

Get vaccinated. Vaccine is
available for girls and boys at
age 11, through age 26 for
women and men who have sex
with men, and through age 21
for straight men. Covered free
by insurance.

Use latex condoms every
time you have sex.

Have only one sex part-
ner.

Get a pap test. The test
detects signs of cervical cancer
in women. From ages 21 to 65,
get tested every three to five
years. Ask your doctor how
often you should get the pap
test and an HPV test. Covered
free by insurance.

Uninsured women ages 50
to 64 with low to moderate
incomes can get free pap tests
(and mammograms) from the
Florida Department of Health.
Contact DOH-Broward at
954-762-3649 or www.
browardchd.org/HealthS_brea
st.aspx, or DOH-Miami-Dade
at 305-470-5634 or www.dade-
health.org/women/WOMENsc
reen.asp.

For more information,
visit the Federal Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention at
www.cdc.gov/cancer/cervical. 

Bob LaMendola is a repre-
sentative from the Florida
Department of Health in
Broward County.

Æ

A health seminar, titled “Breast
Cancer: The Alternative Road
to Prevention”, will be held
from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. May 8
at the Multi-Service Complex,
6700 Miramar Parkway in
Miramar, Florida.

The event, sponsored by
Miramar Vice Mayor Davis
and Pansy’s Garden of Eden
Breast Cancer Foundation, will
feature guest speakers Stacy

Roberts-Davis and Maxine
Chong, both with the Memorial
Cancer Institute, and Claudia
Barrington from South Florida
Thermography. Speakers will
discuss alternative prevention
as a means of self-health care.
Discussion topics will include
holistic and alternative medi-
cine.

“While western medicine
has made great strides in treat-

ing cancer, we must avail our-
selves under the supervision of
a healthcare provider, to any
and all methods of treatment to
constantly improve our chances
in the fight against breast can-
cer,” Davis said in a press
release announcing the event.

For more information, call
305-788-3668.

Æ

Headache is the number three
reason women ages 18 to 44
go to emergency rooms, and
the fifth-leading cause of
emergency room visits among
all Americans, according to a
2013 National Institutes of
Health report, which calls
headaches a major public
health problem.

“The key to preventing
headaches is, of course, to 
figure out what’s triggering
them,” says Dr. Romie Mushtaq,
www.BrainBodyBeauty.com, a
neurologist and mind-body

physician.
“While migraine and

stress headaches can both be
triggered by stress, migraines
have many other possible trig-
gers and they vary from one
individual to the next.”

Dr. Mushtaq has coun-
seled thousands of headache
sufferers and recently
launched a six-week online
seminar, titled “Heal Your
Headaches”. She guides par-
ticipants through ruling out
various triggers, and shares
traditional and holistic treat-

ment options, among other
information.

“It’s so important to edu-
cate people who suffer from
headaches, especially
migraines. There are many
misconceptions about them,”
she says.

“I’ve had patients tell me
they don’t have migraines
because their headache isn’t
accompanied by vomiting. Or
they’ve been told they just
have a low threshold for pain,
even that they have no
willpower!”

ELIMINATION
Dr. Mustaq advises

patients to begin ruling out
possible triggers.

“Start eliminating com-
mon food triggers from your
diet, such as wine, chocolate
and gluten, and if the
headaches become less fre-
quent or go away altogether,
slowly add each item back,”

she says. “It may quickly
become apparent what’s trig-
gering your headaches.”

If not, she shares other
possible triggers people are
not aware of: 
•  Are you getting enough
sleep? - Migraines can be trig-
gered by sleep deprivation. A
lack of sleep can actually lead
to structural changes in the
proteins of the brain that
make the trigeminal nerve

more sensitive to pain. The
trigeminal nerve supplies sen-
sation to the face, head and
meninges – the membranes
surrounding the brain - and it
is the nerve pathway that is
the foundation of the where
migraine headaches start.

When we are stressed, our
sleep gets disturbed, and
headaches are often one of
the first signs. Creating a rou-
tine at night to reduce stress
prior to bedtime is a key. If
you can’t sleep because of
headache pain, talk to your
doctor about the temporary
use of sleep-aid medications.
Also, avoid caffeine after 12
p.m.
• Are you drinking enough
water? - If you start feeling
pressure or a dull headache at
work, especially in the after-
noon, it may be that you’re
not drinking enough water

PROTECTION: Guarding against HPV virus

Breast cancer seminar in Miramar

Tackling headaches: The solution to pain may be in prevention
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Got a headache? You’re not alone.

(Continued on page 15)



during the day. Dehydration
can cause fatigue, loss of focus
and mid-day stress, which can
trigger headaches, including
migraines. Be sure to drink
water throughout the day.
While these tips may help you
gain control over your

headaches, remember – 
anyone who has recurring
headaches should see a physi-
cian, Dr. Mustaq says.

- Edited from News and
Experts.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
The Pan-American Health
Organization (PAHO) has
expressed deep concern about
the rise in kidney disease
among seniors with diabetes
and hypertension in the
Caribbean.

Noting that diabetes and
high blood pressure, together
with aging, are “the main risk
factors for developing chronic
kidney disease (CKD), which
affects an estimated one in 
10 adults globally,” the
Washington-based health care
organization recently called
on Caribbean healthcare
providers to test high-risk
patients for signs of kidney
disease.

PAHO said this should be
particularly done for those
with diabetes and hyperten-

sion. It also called on
individuals to maintain
healthy lifestyles.

Chronic kidney 
disease and aging was
the theme of this year’s
World Kidney Day, 
celebrated on Mar. 13
and promoted by the
International Society 
of Nephrology and the
International
Federation of Kidney
Foundations.

PROGRESSIVE LOSS
PAHO said CKD is the

progressive loss of kidney
function over months or years.
In its early stages, the disease
produces no symptoms and is
treatable. But, in more
advanced stages, it said
patients can require dialysis

and even kidney transplants.
In the last half-century,

PAHO said life expectancy 
in Latin America and the
Caribbean has increased more
than 20 years.

“People are living longer,
including those with one or
more chronic diseases and risk

factors,” said Enrique Vega,
PAHO regional advisor on
aging and health.

“This allows the effects on
organs such as the kidney to
accumulate in older people,”
he added. “So we need to pay
more attention to the prob-
lem.”

In Latin America and the
Caribbean, one in three older
adults suffers from one of the
six most common age-related
chronic diseases: hyperten-
sion, diabetes, heart disease,
cerebrovascular disease,
arthropathy (joint disease), or
chronic lung disease.

DETECTION
To detect CKD, experts

recommend blood and urine
tests, and blood pressure
checks, especially in high-risk

groups, including people with
diabetes or hypertension;
those over 65; people who
have suffered a heart attack;
those with relatives who have
had kidney disease; smokers;
and sedentary people.

“Simple, low-cost treat-
ments are available that can
slow the progress of kidney
disease and reduce the risks of
heart attack and stroke, while
improving quality of life,”
PAHO said.

PAHO said it is working
with its member-countries in
the region to reduce prema-
ture deaths from these dis-
eases by 25 percent by 2025.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
Pan-American Health
Organization (PAHO) has
warned that about 50 percent
of people living in the
Americas, including the
Caribbean, are at risk of one
or more diseases carried by
insects. 

The Washington, D.C.-

based PAHO said these
insects include mosquitoes,
ticks, flies and other vectors
which carry diseases such as
the West Nile virus, dengue,
malaria and most recently
chikungunya.

In a “call to action” for
World Health Day 2014, top
health experts from North and
South America and the
Caribbean urged greater
efforts by governments, com-
munities and individuals to

control the spread of these
and other vector-borne dis-
eases.

“Our region has achieved
many successes in controlling
vector-borne diseases,” said
PAHO Director Dr. Carissa F.
Etienne.

“However, this success 
is being threatened by the
expansion of mosquitoes and
other vectors into new habi-
tats and by the emergence of
insecticide and drug resist-
ance,” she added.

‘STEPPED-UP’
Etienne said PAHO and

its partners are, therefore,
calling for “stepped-up”
action in the fight against 
vector-borne diseases in the
Americas.

“We as a world are in
some ways more vulnerable
than ever,” said Dr. Tom
Frieden, director of the
United States Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta,
Georgia.

The most recent vector-
borne disease to establish
itself in the Americas is
chikungunya, a mosquito-
borne viral disease that first
appeared in Tanzania in the
1950s. In Dec. 2013, two cases
of locally acquired chikungun-
ya were reported on the island

of St. Maarten. By the end of
Mar. 2014, more than 3,000
cases had been confirmed in
10 Caribbean countries,
PAHO said.

PAHO has called on gov-
ernments, communities, indi-
viduals and donors to take
action toward further progress

and to face future threats
from vector-borne diseases.

“Everyone has a role to
play,” said Etienne.

PAHO, founded in 1902,
is the oldest international
public health organization in
the world. It works with its
member countries to improve

the health and the quality 
of life of the people of the
Americas. It also serves as 
the regional office for the
Americas of World Health
Organization.

Æ

Tackling headaches: The solution to
pain may be in prevention

Kidney disease rises among Caribbean seniors with diabetes, hypertension

PAHO warns Caribbean people at risk of insect-carrying diseases
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Mosquitoes among dangerous insects.



WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
World Bank says Caribbean
and Central American coun-
tries are teaming up for seis-
mic and climate catastrophe
risk coverage.

With the annual hurricane
season set to begin June 1, the
Washington-based financial
institution said that when the
2010 earthquake struck Haiti,
the Caribbean Catastrophe
Risk Insurance Facility’s
(CCRIF) was the first institu-
tion able to mobilize emer-
gency funds within the first
two weeks of the disaster to
respond to the immediate
needs of the government.

Since its creation seven
years ago, the bank said
CCRIF has made eight pay-
outs amounting to $32 million
to help countries manage
budget volatility in the after-
math of recent natural haz-
ards.

“This mechanism has suc-
cessfully leveraged capital and
insurance market capacity to
strengthen climate resilience
in these countries,” it said.

“As individuals, we are
used to paying relatively small
premiums to protect our fami-
lies in case our houses were
threatened by natural events,”
it added, noting that small
island states in the Caribbean
have been applying a similar
model to protect themselves
against “far more likely and
more devastating risks caused
by tropical storms and earth-
quakes.”

DISASTER
The World Bank said nine

countries in Central America

and the Caribbean experi-
enced a disaster, which had an
economic impact above 50
percent of their annual gross
domestic product (GDP) since
1980. It said the impact of
Haiti’s earthquake was esti-
mated at 120 percent of GDP.

For the first time, the
bank noted that finance minis-

ters from Central America
and the Caribbean met during
the recently concluded World
Bank Group and IMF spring
meetings to draw lessons from
the CCRIF.

Hasan Tuluy, World Bank
vice president for Latin
America and the Caribbean,
who chaired the meeting, said
the CCRIF was a “true exam-
ple of both a regional public
good, where collective action
has clear financial benefits, as
well as a private-public part-
nership that can help coun-
tries address the adverse
impacts of a changing cli-
mate.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

BERLIN, Germany – Haiti
has announced plans to con-
struct a craft village that will
serve as a center for the exhi-
bition of its culture as well as
provide a market for the dis-
play and sale of Haitian craft
and foods.

Tourism Minister
Stephanie Balmir-Villedrouin,
who attended Internationale
Tourismus-Börse (ITB-Berlin),
the world’s largest tourism
trade fair, held here recently,
said the village would be estab-
lished in the north of the coun-
try. It is being funded by the
European Union and the
World Tourism Organization
(UNWTO).

“It is a way to integrate
the community in the tourism
development. It is a way to
promote our artists, the differ-
ent value chain of the tourism
sector,” she said.

“It will be an interesting
project that we will be launch-
ing this year and by February

next year we will be ready for
visitors to come.”

ATTRACTION
Balmir-Villedrouin said

the site of the village is known
for its historic values to Haiti
“and the idea is to create
another form of attraction and
give a value to the visitors
when they go to the destina-
tion”.

UNWTO Secretary
General Taleb Rifai described
the initiative as “a very, very
important project.

“It’s important for three
reasons. Number one, it
announces the rebound and
rediscovery of Haiti … sec-
ondly it is very important as a
product on its own, and third-
ly and most importantly it is
important of the energy it cre-
ates to the local community
around it and the value chain
of benefits to the local econo-
my,” he said.

Æ

A $30 million resort is slated
for the Village of Dennery in
the Caribbean island of St.
Lucia.

The Caribbean Market
Village, (CMV) is the brain-
child of Antiguan-born,
United States citizen Sheila
Newton Moses, of the
Manhattan International
Group, and is set to be built
on the island of the Pitons.

Newton Moses is sched-
uled to showcase the all-inclu-
sive, inter-generational tourist
project at Invest Caribbean
Now (ICN) 2014 on June 4 in
New York.

The CMV, which will be
marketed as “The Happiness
Place To Be”, is expected to
feature an organic garden and
learning center, the “St. Lucia
Heritage & Legends Trail”, a
spectator sports bar, day spa,
lounge and aquarium, outdoor
pavilion, children’s activity
center, clubhouse and pool,

art gallery row, clothing and
textile row, restaurant row and
an island services row.

The design is also expect-
ed to showcase Caribbean cul-
tural elements, such as

thatched roofs and round ben-
abs, that are original to the
Amerindians of the region. 

- Edited from CaribPR Wire.

Æ

Caribbean, Central America
team up for disaster response

Haiti to launch craft village

St. Lucia to launch $30M village resort
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United effort for hurricane relief. 

New resort planned for St. Lucia.
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Auto Accident Attorney INJURED IN AN AUTO
ACCIDENT? Call InjuryFone for a free case
evaluation. Never a cost to you. Don’t wait, 

call now, 1-800-712-4403

DirectTV - 2 Year Savings Event! Over 140
channels only $29.99 a month. Only DirecTV
gives you 2 YEARS of savings and a FREE

Genie upgrade! Call 1-800-376-0868

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/month (for
12 mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at

$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! Ask 
About SAME DAY Installation! CALL Now!

1-800-438-8168

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra? There’s an Herbal
Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective. VigorCare For
Men the perfect alternative to other products,

with similar results. 60 Pills /99.00 plus S &H 1-
888-886-1041, herbalremedieslive.com

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 800-902-7815

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

Keep your pet Happy, Healthy, and Protected.
Call 800-351-0829 Now and get a free Pet

Insurance Quote for your Dog or Cat. Choose
Up to 90% Reimbursement. Get Special

Multiple Pet Discounts.

I BUY RV’S If You Would Like A Wholesale
Cash Offer On Your 1998 Or Newer

Motorhome Call 239-595-5969.

PowerSave A/C, LLC Save 8-12% of your A/C
Energy use. Access the future of A/C efficiency

today. Call Now for this proven technology!
813-391-0539

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

A CARING loving married couple seeks to
adopt. Stay-at-home mom & devoted dad.

Financial security. Expenses paid. Let’s help
each other! Paula & Joe. 1-855-978-8383.

FLBarNo. 0150789.

ABORTION NOT AN OPTION? CONSIDER
ADOPTION - It’s AWonderful Choice! Choose

your family. Living, Medical, Counseling
Expenses Paid. Call Florida Attorney Ellen

Kaplan (FBN0875228) 1-877-341-1309

ARE YOU PREGNANT? A childless young
married couple (in our 30's) seeks to adopt.
Financial security. Expenses paid. Hands-on
mom/devoted dad. Call Maria & John 1-888-
988-5028 or visit JohnandMariaAdopt.com

(Rep. by Adam Sklar, Esq. FLBar# 0150789)

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Children, Debts,
Name Change, Etc….Only One Signature

Required! *Excludes govt. fees! Local & In-
State Phone number: 1-800-522-6000 Extn.

300 Baylor & Associates

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Certified Microsoft Office

Professional! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
SC Train can get you job ready ASAP! HS

Diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed! 
1-888-212-5888

AIRLINE JOBS begin here – Become an
Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA approved
training. Financial aid if qualified – Housing
available. Job placement assistance. Call

Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-314-6283.

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAAApproved. Classes
Starting Soon! 1-800-659-2080 NAA.edu

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED!
Become a Medical Office Assistant ASAP! No
Experience Needed! Online training gets you

job ready! 1-888-374-7294

The Career That Loves You Back! Train to be a
pet groomer at licensed vocational school. 35+
years experience. Job Placement for qualified

candidates. 866-517-9546
www.academyofanimalarts.com 

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop wage
& bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax

returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Seen on CNN. A BBB. Call 1-800-990-3193

INJURED? IN A LAWSUIT? Need Cash Now?
We Can Help! No Monthly Payments to Make.

No Credit Check. Fast Service. Low Rates.
Call 877-386-3692 www.lawcapital.com

Reduce Your Past Tax Bill by as much as 75
Percent. Stop Levies, Liens and Wage

Garnishments. Call The Tax DR Now to see if
you Qualify 1-800-507-9492

FOR SALE

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy a Harris
Bed Bug Kit. Complete Room Treatment

Solution. Odorless, Non-Staining. BUY ONLINE
ONLY homedepot.com  (NOT IN STORES)

KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris Roach Tablets.
Eliminate Roaches-Guaranteed. No Mess,

Odorless, Long Lasting Available: Ace
Hardware, Farm & Feed Stores, The Home

Depot, homedepot.com 

STOP GNAT & MOSQUITO BITES! Buy

Swamp Gator Natural Insect Repellent. Family
& Pet Safe. Available at Ace Hardware, The

Home Depot. homedepot.com 

HELP WANTED

GREAT MONEY FROM HOME! With Our Free
Mailer Program Live Operators On Duty Now
1-800-707-1810 Ex 401 Or Visit www.paci-

ficbrochures.com

TIMESHARE OPC POSITIONS - Hilton Head
Island. East coast's #1 island destination!

Housing to experienced OPC's! Sign on Bonus!
Over 25,000 produced in past 3 years! 

Call JIM 843-247-1941

REAL ESTATE

NORTH CAROLINA - NEAR BOONE
Surrounded by 3 ski resorts! 1.3acre tract Big
mountain views elevations at 3000ft., under-

ground utilities & paved roads only $7900. Call
877-717-5263 ext92 

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE Offering
unbelievable deals on homes and land in the

beautiful NC mountains. Call for free brochures,
foreclosures, and area information. 800-924-2635

$2,000 moves you in – No Credit Necessary –
Owner Financing Over 100 fixer uppers avail-

able in the state. Go to:
Investmentpropertiesondemand.com 

(352) 414-1862, Len.

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! AnyMake/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 1-

800-871-9638 

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te proveeran con

ahorros de hasta el 75 en todas las
medicinas que necesites. Llama ahora al 

1-800-261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento con
tu primer orden ademas de envio gratuito.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and
affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian
mail order pharmacy will provide you with sav-
ings of up to 90 percent on all your medication
needs. Call today 1-800-749-6515, for $10.00

off your first prescription and free shipping.

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially

secure family. Living expenses
paid. Call Attorney Charlotte
Danciu 28 years experience. 

1-800-395-5449 Se Habla Español
561-674-6857 www.adoption-surro-

gacy.com ; FL Bar #
307084 Property Damage Claims

No Fee, If No Recovery! Roof
Leaks, Kitchen Damage, Tile

Damage, Mold & All Other Claims
Attorney Charles D. Barnard 954-

561-5880 954-295-3861

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!
Generous Compensation Paid. 
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 

1-800-395-5449 Se Habla Español
561-674-6857 www.adoption-surro-

gacy.com FL Bar # 307084 

AMERICAN MOVING, Inc.
Insured up to $1 Million! Local To

Long Distance East To West Coast
20 Years Experience! Affordable,

Quality Service! Lic./Ins.
MR395IM1120 (786) 251-5857

BECOME A CNA! (30-HRS)
No HS/GED Required! On-Site

Testing, Job Assistance Also HHA,
CPR, PCT, PHLEBOTOMY/ EKG

Dade/Broward- 954-921-9577 Palm
Beach- 561-840-8804 Saint Lucie-
772-882-4218 www.fastCNA.com

CA$H! CA$H! CA$H! CA$H!
Buy/ Change Cemetary Plot in
Miami Dade 7/ Days 24/ Hours.

305-200-1066 PAGAMOS MAS POR
TU Propiedad de Cementerios!

Bencomo, 305-200-1066

BLOWOUT SALE!!!
*Mobility Scooters From $395

*Wheelchairs *Walkers *Car Lifts
*Lift Chairs *Batteries & More!

Sales-Service- Rentals. New/ Used.
(954)971-5490. Located: Festival

Mall/Pompano
www.mobilityscooterplus.net

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We’re Local! 

Diabetic Test Strips
WANTED!!! TOP PRICES PAID!

Faster-$-$-$-Cash For Local
Pickup Call 813-528-1480 For Free
Shipping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-

0725 tonyteststrips.com

$0 COURT/IMMIGRATION FEES IF
QUALIFY! Divorces - Bankruptcy
Immigration & Most Legal Docs.
Dade-Broward-WPB. USA Legal
Solutions LLC Not A Law Firm.

Hablamos Español. 
Tel: (786) 317-3065.

Huge Cabinet Discount
Kitchen Cabinets, Closets,

Vanities, Wall-Units. Granite
Countertops Almighty Woodworks
Free Estimates 305-290-9687 We

Serve Dade, Broward & West Palm

Ornamental Fences/ Gates
PVC, Wood, Iron, Aluminum,
Chainlink, Farm Fences A&A

Ornamental, Inc. Lic./Ins. 14BS001
Same Day Estimates Reliaable,

Professional Service! 786-970-0487
786-512-1536 Hablamos Español

#1 Supplier! VIAGRA/ CIALIS
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only-
$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE! #1 Male
Enhancement. Discreet Shipping.

Save $500 NOW! 888-800-1280

LAMINATE $1.79 sq.ft.
FLOORING Sales/ Installations.
Hardwood, Laminate, Carpet,

Marble, Tile & Vinyl Specialists!
Dade/ Broward/ West Palm

(305)684-4993 (954)825-6395
Floors Expert Group Lic./Ins.

CC#13BS00581

NORTH POLE A/C
786-295-2424 Service/ Repairs.

Lic./Ins. CAC1815339 $0/Down, 0%
Interest On New A/C Units!

Financing Available up to 60
Months! (w.a.c.) FPL Instant

Rebates

C L A S S I F I E D A D S



Former Jamaica track and
field great Dennis Johnson
was honored last month dur-
ing Team
Jamaica
Bickle’s (TJB)
annual recep-
tion in New
York.

Johnson
received TJB’s
Pioneer
Award and
was recog-
nized by the United States
government as a Caribbean
icon. He was presented with a
U.S. House of Representatives

Proclamation from the office
of Congresswoman Yvette D
Clarke; a New York State
Assembly citation from the
office of Assemblyman Nick
Perry; and a New York City
Council citation from the
office of Council Member
Jumaane D. Williams.

Johnson was a star the
San Jose State University and
one of the fastest men in the
world over 100 yards in the
1960s. He is known as a driv-
ing force behind Jamaica’s
success in track and field.

Æ

Jamaica secured first innings
points from a draw with the
Windward Islands late last
month, but it was enough to
win the final of the
Headley/Weekes Trophy and
a claim to the title of best
four-day cricket team in the
Caribbean.

Led by batsman Jermaine
Blackwood, who narrowly
missed a hundred in the first
innings and scored a maiden
first class century in the sec-
ond and spinner Damion
Jacobs, who took eight first
innings wickets, Jamaica won
the trophy which was inaugu-
rated five years ago in honor
of the late Jamaica and West
Indies batting legend George
Headley, and living Barbados
and West Indies batting leg-
end Sir Everton Weekes.

Blackwood, who made a
half century in Jamaica’s first

innings score of 392, scored
118 in the second innings,

propping up the Jamaicans’
batting, as they were dis-
missed for 200 in St. Lucia.
The Windward Islands could
only muster 215 in its first
turn at bat. Faced with a mas-
sive target of 376 to make in
the second innings to secure
an outright win, the
Windwards reached 204 for
six wickets.

Sunil Ambris and Devon
Smith scored centuries for the
Windwards in the match.
Blackwood, a graduate of the
Sagicor West Indies High
Performance Centre, was
named man of the match.

Æ

PHILADELPHIA,
Pennsylvania – Jamaican 
high schools again led the
Caribbean’s charge at the
annual Penn Relays here last
month, winning several
Championship of America
(COA) events.

Many outstanding per-
formances highlighted the
120th staging of the presti-
gious relay meet at Franklin
Field, which also marked the
50th year of participation by
Jamaican schools starting 
in 1964 with the entry by
Kingston College.

This year attracted a
three-day crowd of 108,669
and Jamaican schools’ didn’t
disappoint, dominating the
boys 4x100 COA. Led by
Jamaica College winning in
record time, they swept the
top six places in the event. 
St. Jago’s boys took the boys
4x400 COA for Jamaica,
ahead of St. Elizabeth
Technical and Calabar, which
won the 4x800 championship. 

Jamaica’s high school girls
were outstanding as well.
Edwin Allen won the 4x100
COA, with Holmwood
Technical and Wolmer’s taking
second and third. Edwin Allen
returned to win the 4x400
COA, again leading home
Holmwood Tech, with St. Jago

and St. Elizabeth Tech round-
ing out Jamaica’s top four fin-
ish.

U.S. CHALLENGE
The Caribbean didn’t fare

as well in the USA v. The
World series. Jamaica won the
women’s 4x100 meters, beat-
ing the U.S. into second with
Trinidad and Tobago third.
The Bahamas team of Michael
Mathieu, Demetrius Pinder,

Chris Brown and Ramon
Miller won the men’s 4x400,
beating the U.S. into second.
Jamaica finished fourth.

However, the U.S. swept
the men’s 4x100 (Jamaica 
second) and women’s 4x400
and sprint medley, in which
Jamaica finished second and 
a Caribbean All-Stars team
third.

At the college level,
Jamaica’s University of

Technology won the men’s
4x100 COA. UTech also won
the men’s college champi-
onship in the 4x200.

In individual events, Vere
Technical’s Andrenetta Knight
gave Jamaican high school a
solid start by winning the girls
400 meters hurdles.

Compatriot Jaheel Hyde of
Wolmer’s won the boys sec-
tion. Second was Marvin
Williams of St. Elizabeth
Technical. Hyde’s teammate
Christoffe Bryan won the boys
championship high jump for a
record third year.

FIELD
In the field, Edwin Allen’s

Rochelle Frazer won the dis-
cus for high school girls, beat-
ing fellow Jamaican high
school athlete Shadae
Lawrence of Hydel. Frazer’s
teammate Claudette Allen
won the long jump, while
Krista-Gay Taylor, of Convent
of Mercy Alpha Academy,
won the high school girls high
jump. Jamaica College’s
Clayton Brown won the triple
jump for high school boys.

Devaughn Baker of
Jamaica College was named
the 2014 Penn Relays High
School Boys Athlete of the
Meet for Relay Events. Baker
anchored his team to a Penns
record 39.72 seconds in the
4x100. Baker also clocked a
46.81 seconds split in the heats

Ex-sprint great honored in U.S.

The Jamaican American
Chamber of Commerce will
host the second annual
Jamaica Diaspora Golf Open
May 29 to June 2 at Montego
Bay’s Cinnamon Hill Golf
Course on the Caribbean
island.

It has been announced
that the tournament will bene-
fit the Jamaica Children’s
Project.

The three-day event
offers an opportunity for
chamber members and non-
members to network and
forge business relationships
while enjoying golf. Players
participating in the tourna-

ment have the chance to win
prizes.

“The Jamaican American
Chamber of Commerce
founded the Jamaica
Children’s Project charity in
1993 and this golf tournament
is our premier fundraising
event,” said George Patsalos,
chamber president. “This year
we expect to double the num-
ber of players and our contri-
bution to the charities we sup-
port in Jamaica.”

For more information 
on the tournament, visit
www.jamaicagolftourna-
ment.com.

Æ

Jamaican American Chamber
to stage charity golf tourney

Dominica has returned to the
senior Windward Islands
Football Championships after
withdrawing from the soccer
tournament last year following
the tragic death of its head
coach and a national player.

Dominica pulled out in
2013 after vehicular accident
claimed the lives of coach Kirt
Hector and player Norran Jno
Hope while on their way to
the airport to represent the

island at the tournament in St.
Vincent. The vehicle in which
they were traveling plunged
more than 200 feet after the
road collapsed due to hours of
heavy rain.

This year’s competition in
Dominica is being held in
honor of Hector and Jno
Hope. Grenada is defending
champion.

Æ

Dominica returns to
Windwards tournament

Jamaica wins Headley/Weekes Trophy in regional cricket

TOP GUNS: Caribbean scores big success at 2014 Penn Relays
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SPORTS

Download over 175 Cricket Titles
Use your Smart Phone Apps
iPhone (Cricket Videos)

Android(Action Packed Cricket DVDs)
Directly from our website 

www.cricketvideo.com

Call Toll Free 

1-800-529-3500

Jamaica’s captain Tamar Lambert, right,
and his deputy David Bernard Jr. pose
with the trophy.

Johnson

(Continued on page 19)

Jamaica College, second right, led the high school dominance of the sprint relay.



of the 4x400. 
Meanwhile, Olivia Baker

of Columbia High School in
New Jersey, who traces family
roots to Jamaica, was named
the 2014 Penn Relays High
School Girls’ Athlete of the
Meet for Relays. Baker
anchored her school’s winning

4x800 team by running
2:02.55, the fastest high school
split in Penns history. Baker
returned to run 52.93 seconds
to anchor Columbia’s fifth-
place team in the 4x400.

- G. Williams

Æ

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky –
Jamaican jockey Shaun
Bridgmohan has praised the
performance of his horse
Commanding Curve, despite
coming up short in the 140th
Kentucky Derby at Churchill
Downs on May 3.

The 34-year-old brought
the 37-1 long shot with a thun-
derous late run to finish second
behind eventual winner, 2-1
favorite California Chrome rid-
den by Victor Espinoza.
Afterward, Bridgmohan said
Commanding Curve had given
him everything over the mile-
and-a-quarter trip.

“All I had to do was just
ride him hard and he gave me
everything,” he said. “I was
starting to get him geared up
when he turned for home, and I
had half the field beat at that
point.

“I just was looking some-
where for him to go. Once I got
him down the lane, man, he

lengthened his stride and really
dug in for me.”

OFF PACE
Bridgmohan and

Commanding Curve were close
to last after the half-mile as
Uncle Sigh and Chitu set the
pace throughout the early run-

ning, with California Chrome
stalking in third. Once the race
turned for home, however,
California Chrome sprang to
the front and swept away from
the field to reach the finish 1-1/4

lengths clear.
“We tried to catch
California Chrome,”
Curve’s trainer Dallas
Stewart said. “He
wouldn’t slow down the
last 20 yards. Shaun
was riding him for
everything.

“Sometimes those
horses come from the
West Coast or wherev-
er and haven’t had a
work over the track,
and I thought that

might help us. I thought we
might get him, but he outran
us.”

Commanding Curve and
his connections collected

$400,000 for their efforts.
Wicked Strong, the second

favorite in the field at 6-1, fin-
ished a disappointing fourth
with Jamaican Rajiv Maragh
aboard. Many pundits had
tipped the Wood Memorial
champion to win the event.

“He ran well,” said
Maragh, who finished third in
the 2011 Derby with Mucho
Macho Man. “... He came on at
the end. He  broke really sharp
and was well behaved. He was
just fourth best.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

TOP GUNS: Caribbean scores big 
success at 2014 Penn Relays

JUST SHORT: Caribbean jockeys come close in Kentucky Derby
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Two of the Caribbean and
world’s fastest sprinters will
be on show at next month’s
adidas Grand Prix meet in
New York.

Jamaicans Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce and Yohan
Blake are expected to face 
the starter on June 14 at the
Icahn Stadium.

Fraser-Pryce, 27, has won
the past two Olympic gold
medals at 100 meters, and is a
six-time world champion.
Three of those world titles - at

100 meters, 200 meters, and
the 4x100-meters relay - came
in 2013, earning Jamaica’s
sprint queen the title of “2013
IAAF Female World Athlete
of the Year”.

Blake is a double 2011
world champion (100 meters,
4x100-meters relay) and 2012
Olympic gold medalist
(4x100-meters relay).

For more information on
the meet, visit www.adidas-
grandprix.com.

Æ

Top Caribbean sprinters
for Grand Prix in N.Y.

(Continued on page 19)

Bridgmohan

Maragh
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