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A Jamaican Haitian couple 
is serving up tasty dishes in
South Florida while fighting
for an important cause in the
Caribbean. Nadine Patrice,
left, and Ian Curtis of
“Palatino” are mastering 
the right recipe, page 19.
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~ A U.S. court has
authorized the
Internal Revenue
Service to issue
summons for
records of taxpay-
ers with Caribbean
bank accounts. The
hunt is on for tax
dodgers, page 4.

- Getty Images

- Photograph by David I. Muir

~ Commissioner Dale Holness, left, presents 
a Broward County proclamation to Publisher
Peter Webley declaring Dec. 12, 2013 “Caribbean
Today Day” in Broward and Dade counties,
Florida. The presentation was part of Caribbean
Today’s 25th anniversary celebration. For more
highlights of the event, turn to pages 10 and 11.

Jamaica’s Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce is the fastest woman in
the world. But the “Pocket
Rocket” didn’t reach track and
field’s pinnacle without some
big bumps along the way,
page 18.



KINGSTON, Jamaica – 
The Caribbean community
(CARICOM) Reparations
Commission has identified six
key areas for priority action as

it gets ready to present its first
interim report to regional
leaders in February next year.

Commission Chairman
Professor Sir Hilary Beckles
last month told a news confer-
ence, following a meeting of
the commission with law firm
Leigh Day, that public health
was identified as one of the six
areas for reparatory diploma-

cy and action. 
“The African descended

population in the Caribbean
today has the highest inci-
dence in the world of chronic
diseases such as hypertension
and type two diabetes,” he
said, adding that this was the
direct result of their nutrition-
al exposure, endemic inhu-
mane physical and emotional
brutalization and other aspects
of the stress experience of
slavery and post slavery
apartheid.  

The commission has also
said education was another
area identified, with Sir
Hilary stating that at the end
of the colonial period the
British left the African
descended population in a
state of general illiteracy. He
said this illiteracy continued
to plague Caribbean societies
and accounted for significant
parts of their development
challenges.

ISSUES
Speaking to cultural insti-

Caribbean identifies priority
areas for slavery reparations 

NEW YORK – St. Vincent
and the Grenadines’ diplomats
in the United States are
appealing for urgent aid to
help their homeland in the
wake of the Christmas storm
that left several people dead
and a trail of destruction. 

In a letter commissioned
to nationals in the diaspora 
by St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Consulate
General in New York, Consul
General Selmon Walters last
month appealed for donations
of cash, food, clothing, toi-
letries, water and medical 
supplies. Walters, a former
government minister in the
administration of Prime
Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves,
noted that the country suf-
fered estimated damages in
the region of EC$150 million
as a result of the Dec. 24
storm. 

He said nine lives were
lost, five people still missing,
and 64 persons remain in shel-

ters. 
In addition, the envoy said

a number of houses, roads and
bridges were destroyed, and
that the potable water system
is “severely affected.”

As a result, Walters said
the consulate general, in col-
laboration with a number of
Vincentian organizations in
the U.S., is “spearheading”
relief efforts to send much-
needed supplies home. He said
the first set of supplies, to be

transported free of cost by
Amerijet, were scheduled to
leave New York late last
month.

“Please let us do some-
thing and do something good
for our nation,” appealed
Walters to a large audience at
the Friends of Crown Heights
Educational Center in
Brooklyn, New York, the
operating center for relief
efforts.

ACCOUNT
The consulate, along with

a broad-based committee,
comprising prominent groups
and influential individuals in
the Vincentian community in
the U.S., last month estab-
lished an account with Chase
Bank, where the public can
make monetary contributions.
Contributions can be made to
Chase SVG Community, Inc.,
account no. 537759511.

U.S. Ambassador La Celia
Prince also appealed to nation-
als to support the relief effort,
stating that the assessors are
“still conducting their work in
terms of quantifying the physi-
cal and material loss.

“We know that we can
count on the support of the
Vincentian community to
respond to these needs; and, as
such, we are sharing this infor-
mation with you to use as a
guide,” she said in a letter to

NEW YORK - A Haitian
nurse has filed a lawsuit
against a hospital here for dis-
crimination, claiming she was
fired after complaining that
several white staffers discrimi-
nated against her, minority
patients and their families and
that a co-worker mocked her
with a voodoo doll because of
her nationality.

Diana St. Gerard, 64, who
worked in the mental health
unit at Mercy Medical Center
in Rockville Centre in Long
Island, a New York City sub-
urb, said in the lawsuit that
she was also mocked by col-
leagues who said her Haitian
accent was “irritating.”

According to the suit,
filed in Brooklyn Federal
Court, St. Gerard said co-
workers complained that the
goat meat and Haitian food
she brought to work was too
spicy and stunk up the lunch-
room and that colleagues
repeatedly asked her whether
she practiced “black magic” or
voodoo. In addition, the law-
suit claims that a nurse told St.
Gerard that she looked like a
voodoo doll and wondered

why she had light-colored skin
since she came from a country
of “dark-skinned people.”

NO ACTION
St. Gerard claimed in the

lawsuit that the hospital’s
management took no action,
not even after a nurse brought
to the mental health unit a
black baby doll she had pur-
chased at a flea market and
began waving it around, say-
ing the doll “looked just like
(St. Gerard), the doll had the
same evil eyes as her and the
only difference was that she
didn’t have a needle in the
middle of her chest.”

“I was told that I looked
like a voodoo doll in front of

many staff members,” St.
Gerard told the New York
Daily News, adding “I was
mortified, and I complained
about the voodoo doll com-
ments to Mercy’s nurse manag-
er, who blew it off as a joke.”

Gerard’s lawsuit also
claimed that Haitian patients
who refused to take their
medication were also referred
to as “being into voodoo.”

The nurse denied the hos-
pital’s claim that she had
“anger issues” and was fired
on June 7, 2012 for failing to
complete tasks.

“Diana St. Gerard loved
being a nurse, and she dedi-
cated her life to helping those
in need,” said her lawyer
Megan Goddard.

“Sadly, standing up
against Mercy’s discrimination
of both minority patients and
minority employees ultimately
cost her the career she loved,”
she added. 

The hospital declined to
comment on the lawsuit up to
press time last month.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Diplomats in U.S. rally support for storm-hit St. Vincent

FIGHTBACK: Haitian nurse sues New York hos-
pital over dismissal, voodoo taunt

2 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  JANUARY 2014

NEWS

Prince

St. Gerard
- Photograph edited from New York Daily News.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
United States Department of
Defense (DOD) says Haiti is
no longer among some loca-
tions designated as “imminent
danger pay (IDP) areas”.

The DOD said that the
earthquake-ravaged, French-
speaking Caribbean country,
along with eight other “land
areas”, would no longer be
designated as an IDP, effec-
tive June 1, 2014.

The others are East
Timor, Liberia, Oman,
Rwanda, Tajikistan, United
Arab Emirates, Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan.

The DOD has also said
the Persian Gulf would no
longer be a “water area and
air space” for IDP purposes
and that IDP would remain in
effect for Iraq, Afghanistan,
Lebanon, Jordan, Pakistan,
Syria, Yemen, and Egypt
within the U.S. Central
Command area of responsi-
bility.

CUBA STAYS
But the DOD said it kept

Guantánamo Bay in Cuba on
the IDP list.

“A periodic review and
recertification was conducted
for Imminent Danger Pay
purposes and was made in
coordination with the joint
staff, combatant commands
and military services.

“The combatant com-
mands conducted in-depth
threat assessments for coun-
tries within their areas of
responsibility,” the DOD said
in a statement.

Following the review, the
DOD said “it was determined
that the imminent threat of
physical harm to U.S. military
personnel due to civil insur-
rection, civil war, terrorism, or
wartime conditions has been
significantly reduced in many
countries”.

- Edited from CMC. Turn to
Caribbean Today’s “Eye on
Haiti” feature on page 7.

Æ

The World Bank has rated
The Bahamas as the wealthi-
est Caribbean community
(CARICOM) country.

The Washington, D.C.-
based financial institution said
that The Bahamas is the
most economically pros-
perous country, relying
on tourism to generate
most of its economic
activity. It said that the
tourism industry not
only accounts for over
60 percent of Bahamian
gross domestic product
(GDP), but provides
jobs for more than half
the country’s workforce.

After tourism, the
next most important
economic sector is finan-
cial services, accounting
for approximately 15
percent of its GDP. The
Bahamas, with a gross
national income (GNI) of
$21,280, is one of the richest
countries in the Americas.

T&T
The World Bank, in its

2014 World Development
Report, noted that oil-rich
Trinidad and Tobago, with a

GNI of $14, is one of the
wealthiest and well-developed
nations in the Caribbean.

In Nov. 2011, the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and

Development (OECD)
removed T&T from its list of
developing countries.

“Trinidad’s economy is
strongly influenced by the
petroleum industry. Tourism
and manufacturing are also
important to the local econo-
my. Tourism is a growing sec-

tor, although not proportion-
ately as important as in many
other Caribbean islands.
Agricultural products include
citrus, cocoa and others,” the
World Bank said.

It said 
that within the
sub-regional
Organization 
of Eastern
Caribbean
States (OECS),
St. Kitts and
Nevis, with a
GNI of $13,330,
has an economy
characterized 
by its dominant
tourism, agricul-
ture and light
manufacturing
industries. 

The World
Bank said sugar
was the primary

export from the 1940s on, but
rising production costs, low
world market prices, and the
government’s efforts to reduce
dependence on it have led to a
growing diversification of the
agricultural sector.

Æ

Haiti off U.S. ‘danger’ list,
but Guantanamo remains

Bahamas is richest Caribbean nation ~ World Bank
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NEW YORK - A United
States district court recently
authorized the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) to issue
summons for U.S. taxpayers’
records with offshore bank
accounts in the Caribbean. 

The U.S. Justice
Department said that U.S.
District Judge Richard M.
Berman of the Southern
District of New York has
authorized the IRS to issue
summonses requiring Mellon,
Citibank, JPMorgan Chase
Bank NA (JPMorgan), HSBC
Bank USA NA (HSBC) and
Bank of America NA (Bank
of America) to “produce
information about U.S. tax-
payers who may be evading
or have evaded U.S. federal
taxes by holding interests in
undisclosed accounts.”

The Justice Department
said these accounts are at
The Bank of N.T. Butterfield
& Son Limited and its affili-
ates (collectively, Butterfield)
in The Bahamas, Barbados,
Cayman Islands, Guernsey,
Hong Kong, Malta,
Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.  

“In these actions, the

Court granted the IRS permis-
sion to serve what are known
as ‘John Doe’ summons on
Mellon, Citibank, JPMorgan,
HSBC, and Bank of
America,” the statement said,
noting that these summons
would be used to obtain infor-
mation about possible tax
fraud by individuals whose
identities are unknown.

IRS RESOLVE
The Justice Department

said the ‘John Doe’ summons
direct the five banks to pro-
duce records identifying U.S.
taxpayers with accounts.

“These cases once again
demonstrate the department’s
resolve to uncover and identi-
fy taxpayers who tried to hide
money overseas as a way to
avoid federal taxes,” said
Assistant Attorney General
Kathryn Keneally.  

“These ‘John Doe’ sum-
mons will provide informa-
tion about individuals using
financial institutions from
Switzerland to the Cayman
Islands to Hong Kong to
avoid their US tax obliga-
tions,” she said, adding that
“US taxpayers still holding

accounts who have not come
clean should come forward
and do the right thing before
it’s too late.”

U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of New
York Preet Bharara said the
latest action  “shows that the
use of foreign banks for tax
evasion remains a high inves-
tigative priority of this

office,” adding that U.S. citi-
zens “should understand that
loud and clear.

“By issuing these ‘John
Doe’ summons, we continue
our joint efforts with the IRS
to identify and hold account-
able those who try to evade
their legal responsibility to
pay taxes,” he said.

MAJOR FOCUS
IRS Acting Commissioner

Danny Werfel said interna-
tional issues remain a major
focus for the IRS and that his
agency was continuing efforts
to fight tax evaders who use
offshore accounts to skirt the
law.

“These John Doe sum-
monses for correspondent
account records show our
determination to pursue
evaders using offshore
accounts, even if the person

hiding money overseas choos-
es a bank that has no offices
on U.S. soil,” Werfel said. 

The Justice Department
said the IRS Offshore
Voluntary Disclosure pro-
grams and initiatives enable
U.S. taxpayers to resolve their
tax liabilities and minimize
their chances of criminal pros-
ecution by voluntarily disclos-
ing previously undisclosed
foreign accounts and income.
It said federal tax law
requires U.S. taxpayers to pay
taxes on all income earned
worldwide.

“Willful failure to report a
foreign account can result in a
fine of up to 50 percent of the
amount in the account at the
time of the violation,” the
department warned.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

N.Y. court allows IRS to probe U.S. residents’ Caribbean bank accounts
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U.S. is determined to collect.

U.S. denies use of ‘Big Brother’ tactics to
catch tax dodgers in Bermuda

America’s top diplomat in
Bermuda has denied that the
United States was using “Big
Brother” tactics to clamp
down on tax dodgers after the
two countries signed a new
treaty last month.

U.S. Consul General
Robert Settje said the Foreign
Account Tax Compliance Act
(FATCA) treaty signed with
Bermuda, which requires
annual reporting of U.S. citi-
zens’ bank accounts on the
island to U.S. authorities, was
aimed at addressing interna-
tional concerns on tax fraud.

Settje said the agreement,
backed by insurers and rein-
surers on the island, did not
reflect Washington concerns
over Bermuda’s financial and
regulatory affairs.

“Clearly, Bermuda is
what we might refer to as a
low-tax jurisdiction, a differ-
ent tax jurisdiction,” he
explained. “But we in the
U.S. understand Bermuda is
not a tax haven in the sense

that is normally used.”
Settje said similar agree-

ments had been signed with
several other countries, includ-
ing the United Kingdom,
Switzerland and Spain.

“In no way is it meant to
ride roughshod over the rights
of other nations,” he said.

COMPLIANCE
Finance Minister Bob

Richards, who signed the
agreement on behalf of the
Bermuda government, said
“we are a tiny
island and
when our
neighbor next
to us asks us
something we
are already
committed to
provide - tax
transparency -
we do. What
FATCA does is standardize
the way it’s done and auto-
mates it.

“We have got to do what
we have to do to remain in
business for our Bermudian
people and to remain compet-
itive in the global market-
place,” he said, adding “most
of our business comes from
the United States so our rela-
tionship with them is critical,
more critical than with any
other country.”

The Association of
Bermuda Insurers and
Reinsurers (ABIR) said it
was happy with the treaty.

“I would like to applaud
both the governments of
Bermuda and the United
States for working together to
improve international tax

compliance and ultimately
strengthen the economies of
both nations,” said ABIR
President Bradley Kading.

Settje said the world at
large is concerned about tax
evasion in general “and our
partners are well aware of that
issue and willing to co-operate
with us.

“There are some who
might view it as being intru-
sive but because it is at a gov-
ernment to government level
and each government that
decides whether it’s willing to
go along with the decision has
determined it’s not so intru-
sive they shouldn’t go for-
ward.”

BINDING
The treaty signing brings

Bermuda in line with a U.S.
law designed to obtain infor-
mation on accounts held by
U.S. taxpayers in other coun-
tries. It binds foreign financial
institutions to identify and
annually report key informa-
tion about U.S. account hold-
ers to the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service (IRS).

Institutions outside the
U.S. that fail to comply with
treaty obligations will become
subject to a 30 percent with-
holding tax on certain U.S.
source payments such as inter-
est payments.

Bermuda has chosen to
have financial institutions on
the island to report direct to
the IRS, rather than through
the Bermuda government.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Settje



WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
Trinidad and Tobago national
has been sentenced to 20
years in jail for her role in the
kidnapping and murder of a
former United States soldier.

U.S. District Judge
Emmet G. Sullivan last month
sentenced Doreen Alexander,
who had been extradited to
the U.S. to face charges of
conspiracy to commit hostage-
taking, a lesser included
offense under count one of
the indictment, which charged
conspiracy to commit hostage
taking that resulted in death.

Judge Sullivan also sen-
tenced Alexander to serve five
years of supervised release
following her prison term.

Balram “Balo” Maharaj, a
naturalized U.S. citizen, was
kidnapped and murdered in
Trinidad in 2005 and
Alexander pleaded guilty on
Oct. 3, 2013.

She was the last charged
co-conspirator involved in the
kidnapping of Maharaj, who
was Alexander’s former
boyfriend and the father of
one of her sons. The other 12
co-conspirators were previous-
ly extradited and prosecuted

by the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the District of Columbia. 

EVIDENCE
According to evidence

presented at the trial, the con-
victed men, including former
members of the T&T Defence
Force Special  Forces, “fuelled
by greed, conspired to kidnap
and hold the victim, Balram
Maharaj, for an enormous
ransom; the initial demand
was for the equivalent of
$500,000 in U.S. dollars”.
Seven of the men were given
life sentences with possibility
of parole.

On April 6, 2005,
Maharaj, 62, was kidnapped at
gunpoint and, in January the
following year, his dismem-
bered remains were found in a
forested area in Santa Cruz in
Trinidad.

According to court docu-
ments, Alexander initiated the
kidnapping of Maharaj and
provided information that
allowed the kidnappers to
identify, locate and track
Maharaj.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Caribbean American political
representation in the United
States will expand this month
following the recent election
of a Haitian immigrant in the
state of Georgia. 

Dabouze Antoine was
scheduled to be sworn into
office at the Forest Park City
Council meeting on Jan. 6 as
the new representative of the
City of Forest Park Ward 2 in
metro Atlanta. He was elected
on Dec. 3 in a run-off election
against Luke Gawel. The
council seat had been vacant
for more than two years. 

Antoine will join Lisa
Cupid, who is of Guyanese
heritage, as only the second
Caribbean American elected
official in the Metro Atlanta
area. Cupid was elected as the
new Cobb County commis-
sioner for District 4 in Jan.
2013 and is the first person
with Caribbean American
heritage to sit on the Cobb
County Board.

Other Caribbean
Americans are making their
political mark elsewhere in
the U.S.:

NEW JERSEY - Barbadian
immigrant Adrian Mapp who
will take the oath as mayor of
Plainfield, New Jersey this
month.

NEW YORK - In New York

City there are five in state and
city government. The current
New York representatives are
Jamaican national Nick Perry,
assemblyman, New York
State; Senator
John
Sampson, who
has Guyanese
roots, and
Senator
Malcolm
Smith, who
traces his
roots to
Jamaica, in
the New York State Senate.
Haitian American Mathieu
Eugene and Grenadian
American Jumaane Williams
are members of the New York
City Council. This month,
Jamaican American Leroy
Comrie will take his elected
post as deputy borough presi-
dent in Queens.

CONNECTICUT - There are
only two elected Caribbean
Americans. Veronica Airey
Wilson, a city council member
and former deputy mayor of
Hartford, Connecticut was
born in Jamaica. Urania Petit
is the St. Lucian-born registrar
of voters.

MARYLAND - Shirley
Nathan Pulliam, the state del-
egate of District 10 in
Baltimore County, is of

Jamaican roots.

FLORIDA – This state rules
the U.S. in terms of the most
Caribbean Americans in elect-
ed office. They include
Jamaican Americans commis-
sioners Winston F. Barnes,
Alexandra P. Davis and Wayne
M. Messam.
Commissioner
Yvette
Colbourne,
who was born
in Panama of
Jamaican par-
ents, also rep-
resents
Miramar.

Mayor
Barrington Russell, Sr. is a

Jamaican immigrant who runs
the City of Lauderdale Lakes;
while Commissioner Dale V.
C. Holness in Broward
County is also
from Jamaica.

Council
Member Aster
Knight, in the
Town of
Southwest
Ranches, is
also of
Jamaican
roots, while
Commissioner Ashira
Mohammed in the town of
Pembroke Pines is of Trinidad
and Tobago heritage.

The City of North Miami
Beach features Haitian

American council members
Philippe Derose and Frantz
Pierre in.

Mayor Andre Pierre, who
runs the City of North Miami,
was also born in Haiti, as is
Councilwoman Marie Steril
and Councilman Jean R.
Marcellus.

Commissioner Velma
Palmer, born in Jamaica, rep-
resents the City of South
Miami; while Commissioner
Jean Monestime in Miami-
Dade County was born in
Haiti and Rick Singh, the
property appraiser of Orange
County, Orlando, is
Guyanese-born. 

There are four Caribbean

T&T woman gets 20 years in
U.S. for kidnap, murder role

STEPPING UP: Caribbean American political power expands in U.S.
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her compatriots.
“The effort is good,” said

Laverne McDowald-Thompson,
president of the  Brooklyn-
based Council of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines’
Organizations, U.S.A., Inc.
(COASGO),  the umbrella
Vincentian group in the US,
told the Caribbean Media
Corporation.

“I like the enthusiasm of
the people and their willing-
ness to help our homeland,”
added the former school
teacher in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. “The tragedy is
unfortunate. A natural disaster
is unpredictable. It’s very
unfortunate what many fami-
lies have to go through.”

Maxwell Haywood, presi-
dent of the St. Vincent and the

Grenadines Diaspora
Committee of New York, said
the situation in his native land
is “heart-rendering.

“But, at the same time, it’s
an opportunity for us to re-
look the way in which we
build our society, both infra-
structurally and socially,”
added Haywood, who is also a
United Nations development
officer.

“So we need to go back to
the drawing board to see how
we can reduce disaster risk.” 

Gonsalves, who cut short
his Christmas holidays in
London, said it would need
“millions of dollars” to rebuild
the country, battered by a
slow-moving, low-level trough. 

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

tutions, Prof. Beckles said
there was no development of
institutions, such as museums
and research centers, to pre-
pare Caribbean citizens for
understanding their history.
He spoke of cultural depriva-
tion as another issue that
needed to be addressed and
outlined that the primary cul-
tural effect of slavery was to
break and eradicate African
commitment to their culture.

Sir Hilary said the com-
mission believes African cul-
ture had been criminalized
and pointed to how Caribbean

people have been affected as a
result. He said this included
low ethnic self-esteem; the
devaluation of black identity;
broken structures and dimin-
ished family values; de-legit-
imization of African derived
religious and cultural prac-
tices, and disconnection from
ancestral roots and culture. 

Psychological trauma was
another area identified by the
commission that needed to be
addressed, with the chairman
noting that, during the time of
slavery, Africans were classified
in law as non-human, chattel,
property and real estate. He
said they were denied recogni-
tion as members of the human
family by laws and practices
derived from the parliaments
and policies of Europe. This
history, he said, has inflicted
massive psychological damage
upon African descendants and

is evident daily in social life. 

BACKWARDNESS
The sixth issue which the

commission said needed to be
remedied was scientific and
technological backwardness. It
was highlighted that for 400
years the policy of Britain and
Europe had been that the
Caribbean should not partici-
pate in any manufacturing or
industrial process, and should
be confined to the production
of raw materials. 

Sir Hilary said that this
policy “has rendered the
Caribbean a technologically
and scientifically ill-equipped
civilization for which it contin-
ues to experience debilitating
backwardness in a science and
technology globalized world.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – As
pressure intensifies on the
Dominican Republic to
rescind a Constitutional Court
ruling that essentially strips
Dominicans of Haitian descent
of citizenship, the United
States has, for the first time,
expressed “deep concern”
about the court’s decision. 

“We’ve urged the
(Dominican Republic) gov-
ernment to continue close
consultation with international

partners and
civil society to
identify and
expeditiously
address, in a
humane way,
concerns
regarding the
planned scope
and reach to
affected per-
sons,” said Marie Harf, the
U.S. Department of State’s
deputy spokeswoman.

The Dominican Republic
Constitutional Court’s Sept. 23
ruling retroactively stripped
citizenship from anyone born
in the country to undocument-
ed parents dating back to
1929.

DEFENSE
In defending the ruling,

Dominican Republic officials
said it ends uncertainty for
children of Haitian immi-
grants, allowing them to apply

for residency and eventually
for citizenship.

According to Venezuelan
President Nicholas Maduro
last month, Haiti and the
Dominican Republic agreed to
establish a joint commission to
discuss the migration problem
caused by Constitutional
Court ruling. After meeting on
the sidelines of the Bolivarian
Alternative for the Americas
(ALBA) and of PetorCaribe,
Haitian President Michel

Martelly and Medina agreed
to the “creation of a high-level
committee with representa-
tives of both sides to address
various issues on the bilateral
agenda.”

However, the Government
of the Dominican Republic
estimates that around 500,000
people born in Haiti live in the
Dominican Republic.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Diplomats in U.S. rally support for storm-hit St. Vincent

Caribbean identifies priority areas for slavery reparations 

Americans in the Florida
House of Representatives:
Representatives Yolly
Roberson from Haiti; Haitian
American Ronald A. Brisé;
Jamaican Hazelle P. Rogers;
and Jennifer Carroll from
Trinidad.

ILLINOIS - Senator Kwame
Raoul, of the 13th District in
the Illinois General Assembly,
is of Haitian descent and the
lone Caribbean American in
elected office in that state.

NATIONALLY - On the fed-
eral level, Congresswoman

Yvette Clarke remains the
lone congressional representa-
tive of Caribbean American
heritage to sit in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

STEPPING UP: Caribbean American political power expands in U.S.

CITIZENSHIP DILEMMA: D.R.’s Constitutional Court ruling concerns U.S.
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Keon Hardemon, the new
commissioner of District 5 in
the City of Miami, Florida,
will be the guest of honor dur-
ing a “Meet and Greet” to be
hosted by The Haitian
American Professionals
Coalition (HAPC) and the
Northeast Second Avenue
Partnership (NE2P) on Jan. 8.

The event, to be held from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Little
Haiti Cultural Center, 212 N.E.
59th Terr., is being used to
introduce Hardemon to the
Haitian American community.

Commissioner Hardemon
was born in Miami and raised in
Liberty City. On Nov. 27 he was
sworn in as the commissioner of
District 5 on the City of Miami
Board of Commissioners.
District 5 includes Little Haiti
and Overtown.

“It is important for all of
us to have a strong relationship
with our elected officials and
feel like we will be heard,”
HAPC Chairman Sevigne
Castor said in a recent press
release.

MISSION
HAPC’s mission is to

mobilize and link professionals
of diverse occupations to effec-
tively address issues relevant to
the community and provide

opportunities for growth and
development.

The current core associa-
tions are: Haitian Lawyers
Association, Haitian American
Nurses Association of Florida,
Association of Haitian
Educators of Dade, Haitian-
American Association of
Engineers and Scientists,
Association of Haitian Social
Workers, Haitian American
Law Enforcement Fraternal
Organization, Haitian
American Chamber of
Commerce of Florida,
Caribbean American Visual
Cultural Preservation, Fanm
Ayisyen Nan Miyami, Inc
(FANM/ Haitian Women of
Miami, Inc), Minority
Development & Empowerment,
Inc., Harmony of the Divine
Light and the Community
Access Center.

NE2P is a community initi-
ated and collaborative effort
composed of diverse stakehold-
ers interested in a comprehen-
sive revitalization of key com-
mercial corridors of N.E. 2nd
Avenue and 54th Street in
“Downtown Little Haiti” area
of Miami.

For more information, call
HAPC at 305-771-3585.

Æ

WASHINGTON,
D.C. – As Haiti cele-
brated its 210th
anniversary of politi-
cal Independence,
the United States
said it will continue
to make the impover-
ished, French-speak-
ing Caribbean coun-
try “a priority”.

In congratulat-
ing Haiti on its
Independence Day
anniversary on Jan.
1, U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry
said, on behalf of
President Barack
Obama, that Washington
“joins you today in commem-
orating the courage and spirit
of independence of all
Haitians, as well as the ties of
friendship and family that
bind our peoples together

“On this special day, I
extend best wishes and reiter-
ate our strong commitment to
help all Haitians, as they chart
a path toward greater peace,
security and prosperity,” he
said.

As a former U.S. senator,
Kerry said he was “proud” to
introduce bipartisan legisla-
tion in the Senate to help
Haiti rebuild after the Jan. 12,
2010 massive earthquake.  He
also said he was delighted to
help the country “develop in a
way that creates an opportuni-
ty to emerge better off and
better prepared.

“And that’s why I worked
closely with dozens of families
in Massachusetts to expedite
adoptions of Haitian orphans

that had already been under-
way before the earthquake,”
Kerry said.

“As secretary of state, I
will continue to make Haiti a
priority.” 

PRIDE
Kerry said he spent more

than 30 years representing
Massachusetts as lieutenant
governor and senator, adding
that he is also “proud to this
day that my state is home to
the third largest Haitian
American community in the
United States.

“I was proud that my
daughter’s first work as a doc-
tor was in Haiti, where she
experienced firsthand the
determination and resilience
of proud Haitians who cared
so deeply about their coun-
try’s future,” he said. 

“Having known and
worked so closely with this
exceptional community, I
hold a special appreciation
for Haiti’s journey,” the sec-
retary of state added.

Æ

‘Meet and Greet’ to introduce
new city commish to Little Haiti

Multiple pieces by Haitian
artist Philippe Dodard will be
on show this month in South
Florida.

“Renaissance: The Works
of Philippe Dodard” will be
exhibited through Jan. 25 at
the Miramar Cultural Center
ArtsPark Ansin Family Art
Gallery in the City of

Miramar.
The exhibition is free and

open to the public. The
gallery is open Mondays and
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Æ

Philippe Dodard’s art in Miramar

WE HEAR YOU: U.S. promises to make Haiti priority
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EYE ON HAITI
~ A CAribbeAn TodAy speCiAl feATure

‘RITUALES EN HAITI’

Natives of the French-speaking Caribbean nation of Haiti engaging in a traditional religious ritual are caught on camera by pho-
tographer Cristina Garcia Rodero. The scene is one of many captured by Rodero which are currently on display at the Freedom
Tower in Miami, Florida as part of an exhibition titled “Rituales en Haiti”. The exhibition, featuring a 100-piece collection images,
celebrates the mystified worlds within ritualistic ceremonies of Haiti. 

Kerry



A man is supposed to be strong,
protective, brave and honor-
able. He is expected to be
manly.

Yes indeed, a man must be
a man, and anything else that
makes him fall short is frowned
upon.

A man must be strong, but
not afraid to be sensitive, must
lead, but not be afraid to take
advice. A man must love and be
able to show it. Even so, he
cannot show his soft side too
much for, after all, a man must
be a man.

What a huge task and a
great burden a man has to bear.
But alas, it is our lot in this hard
life, and frankly the world has
no use for weaklings. Did I say
world? Let’s break it down even
further, and say that women
have no use for weak men, and
will always gravitate towards a
man who exhibits the character-
istics of, well, a man, and only a
man can take it like a man.

STAND UP
A man has to take it on the

chin, meaning that he has to
stand up like a man, take it like
a man, and give it like a man.
He cannot be just a namby
pamby, sniveling wimp or wuss.

This does not
mean that he
should be a
swaggering
brute, but sim-
ply to take it
like a man
when it’s
required.

I was
recently lis-
tening to a
sports radio

program and a lady caller was
lamenting that some members
of the West Indies cricket team
had taken to wearing earrings
and other forms of jewelry that
most women would envy. She
was almost beside herself as she
kept repeating, “Man must be
man, men must be men.” What
also came out of the discussion
was the fact that years ago

JAson WAlKer

World icon Nelson Mandela
died last month. The
Caribbean had a long history
with the former South Africa
president. It began with
Jamaica Prime Minister
Michael Manley’s call for the
world to implement economic
sanctions against apartheid
South Africa in the early
1970s.

The Caribbean was dili-
gent in supporting Mandela,
the African National
Congress (ANC) and the
anti-apartheid movement.
Mandela rewarded the region
by making Jamaica the first
country he visited after he
was freed from prison. 

Before he died, members
of the Mandela family started
a new business venture, step-
ping into the wine industry.
Tukwini Mandela is the grand-
daughter of the late president
and Evelyn Mase was his first
wife.

Tukwini, who has a
degree in social work, stud-
ied fashion and is a financial
marketer, was recently in the
United States promoting
House of Mandela wine
products. Below, in an edited
version of a recent interview,
She discusses Mandela, her
family and business.

J.W.: What was your perspec-
tive of Nelson Mandela’s rela-

tionship with the Caribbean? 
T.M.: I have never been to
Jamaica and I was not with
him on that visit, but I know
that for a lot of South
Africans it holds a special
place in their hearts because
they received a lot of support
from Jamaica … I think pure-
ly because of that my grand-
father felt that he had to go
there and pay his respects
and to thank the people of
Jamaica for their support.

J.W.: Tell us about Nelson
Mandela’s first wife Evelyn
Mase, your grandmother. 
T.M.: She was our queen. She
raised most of my cousins and
I. She was a very strong lady
in a very strong world, but she
was also very warm and loving
at the same time. Without
Evelyn there would actually
be no Nelson Mandela,
because my grandmother is
the one that educated my
grandfather actually. She is
the one who paid for him to
go to law school.

We are privileged to have
been raised by her and we are
privileged to have learnt all
the values that we espouse as
a family from her as well. My
grandmother raised really
tough girls who can take care
of themselves. From that per-
spective we are really grateful
to her, because while our par-
ents were away working or
studying, she was raising us.

J.W.: What was it like growing
up Mandela? 
T.M.: Well we had a really
normal childhood. My grand-
mother was instrumental in
the sense that she wanted us
to be our own people so she
taught us to work hard and
she taught us to develop our
own personalities. Yes, having
the name Mandela is a bless-
ing and a curse, I suppose, but
she taught us to have our feet
firm planted on the ground.

We had a normal child-
hood, but our grandmother
made us aware that because 
of the name that we carry we
had to behave in a certain
way. We owed that to our
ancestors, we owed that to my
grandmother, we owed that to
my grandfather, but we also
owed that to ourselves. My
grandmother taught us to

have enough
respect and digni-
ty for ourselves.
We did not have
to get that from
other people
because we had
such a strong
presence in our
lives that loved
and guided us we
had a pretty nor-
mal childhood. 

J.W.: Share with
us some of the
blessings and

some of the curse. 
T.M.: The blessing is that you
carry this great legacy with
you; it is a privilege. Thanks
to my grandfather we have
met some of the most interest-
ing people in the world.
People have been very loving
and warm towards us because
of my grandfather; you just
have a really different view of
the world.

The curse is that you 
do not have a private life.
Everything that you do is in
the newspapers, and some-
times the attention can get
really tiring because all of us
are really private people. The
blessings far outweigh the
curses.

J.W.: Where does this genera-
tion of Mandelas see them-
selves as continuing your
grandfather’s and family’s
legacy? 
T.M.: All of us have different
interests and all of us are
experienced in different

things. So I think for us my
grandfather has taught us to
treat all people the same.
Whether the person is a high
ranking official or the person
is a street sweeper, you treat
everyone with dignity and
respect. All of those values
my family espouses I think
that we live on a daily basis, it
is not specific to something we
do but it is how we live our
daily lives. 

J.W.: What are some thoughts
you wish to leave with people? 
T.M.: We want you to go out
and buy the wine, support
House of Mandela, and we
also would like you to support
the South African wine indus-
try. We want people to drink
more wines from South
Africa. Through the wines we
would like people to tell their
own family stories and talk
about how they can maintain
their own family legacy. 

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today. 

Æ

Take it like a man

MANDELA MISSION: Late icon’s family carries legacy forward 
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TONY
ROBINSON

(Continued on page 9)

CORRECTION
Danny Vargas is vice
president of sales and
marketing at Seafreight
Line, located in Doral,
Florida. Caribbean
Today used the wrong
first name to describe
him in last month’s
issue. We apologize for
the error.
Æ



The following is one in a
series of open letters to
United States President
Barack Obama.

Dear Mr. President,
It’s almost the end of the year
and a great time to look back
on the ups and downs of
immigration reform in 2013,
especially since the U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Agency told us
on Dec. 19th that it deported
368,644 immigrants globally in
Fiscal Year 2013.

So the argument from the
right that we need to close the
borders first before there is
immigration reform is defi-
nitely a mute one. Of the
number of deportees iced, 82
percent were previously con-
victed of a crime. More
importantly, 235,093 individu-
als apprehended along the
U.S. borders while attempting
to unlawfully enter the coun-
try were removed.

This means we now have
to quit arguing over the bor-
ders and look to those within
the borders, who as Vice
President Joe Biden said
recently, are undoubtedly
American residents. They live
here, they work here, they pay
taxes and go to school and to
call them “illegal aliens” is not
simply offensive but wrong.
2013 was a year when to the
thrill of many, the U.S. Senate
passed its own comprehensive
immigration reform bill.

But with the House quick-

ly putting that on ice, the year
ended on a note of heightened
advocacy – including from
brave children of immigrants
who should
be com-
mended for
their courage
in keeping
this issue on
the front
burner. The
advocacy
needs to be
turned up
come Jan.
2014 with
pressure put
on John Boehner and those
lawmakers who stand to lose
their seats in districts where
the Latino voting population
is growing.

And now the argument
needs to be drummed on the
economic front:

1: Economic activity pro-
duced by illegal immigrant
employs about five percent of
the total U.S. workforce. 

2: Undocumented immi-
grants occupy over three mil-
lion dwellings, or just under
four percent of the total num-
ber of homes in the U.S. 

3: A UCLA research indi-
cates immigrants produce
$150 billion of economic activ-
ity equivalent to spending
stimulus every year. 

4: Nearly every dollar
earned by undocumented
immigrants is spent immedi-
ately, and the average wage
for U.S. citizens is $10.25/hour

with an average of 34 hours
per week. This means that
approximately eight million
U.S. jobs are dependent upon
economic activity produced by
illegal immigrant activities
within the U.S.

5: U.S. schools are educat-
ing foreign students, but U.S.
immigration law extricates
them.

6: Immigration red-tape
means the U.S. is losing its
competitive edge in attracting
immigrant entrepreneurs and
innovators.

7: Skilled immigrants are
facing barriers for credential
recognition across borders.

As over 100 US CEOs
summed it recently: “The U.S.
needs immigration reform to
retain talented foreign work-
ers who have been educated
in the U.S., attract talent to
the U.S. and allow a freer flow
of people into and out of the
U.S. Immigration policy
should mirror labor needs.”

Let 2014 be the year we
finally deliver immigration
solutions to match the era we
live in.

Respectfully,
Felicia Persaud

The writer is CMO of Hard
Beat Communications, which
owns the brands News
Americas Now, CaribPR
Wire and Invest Caribbean
Now.

Æ

some Australian team members
also pointed out that our play-
ers were all decked out in their
bling apparel as they strutted up
and down like peacocks, even
as they lost every game. 

But the spectacle of men
acting in a most unmanly way is
not new and has been
addressed before in many
forums. At times it’s even point-
less to discuss it with some
mothers, as they either have a
knee-jerk reaction and defend
their sons, or they are in denial,
even as the boy displays all the
characteristics of a person who
cannot take it like a man.

“So he wears earrings,
pierces his nose, navel, and nip-
ples, plus plucks his eyebrows
too So what? He’s still a man.”

RITUAL
From ancient times young

boys in certain cultures have
been put through some sort of
ritual to make the transition
from boyhood to manhood.
Many may have seemed to be
severe, and even the milder
ones would shock many moth-
ers of today. They won’t even
let their hulking 19-year-old

boys walk outside barefooted.
History (true, fables and

mythology) is replete with sto-
ries of powerful men like
Hercules, Thor, Samson,
Achilles, Shaka Zulu and others
who all took it like men. Maybe
you can recall a time in our past
when to take it like a man was
the norm. Men would settle
their differences like men, by
fisticuffs or even dueling.
Luckily, there are a few women
around who recognize this.
Recently I heard a lady say that
if her son ever decided to take
up ballet lessons, she would be
upset. She wasn’t referring to
hip hop modern dance, but
specifically ballet, where boys
had to wear tights and tutus.

Even when I tried to
explain that men like Mikael
Baryshnikov and Rudolph
Nureyev were great ballet
dancers and real men she was
unmoved.

PLEA
So often over the years

mothers have come to me with
the plea: “I beg of you, make
him into a man for me, make
him into a man.” This, after
they spent the first years of the

boy’s life ‘sissifying’ him. There
are boys who have never played
sports in their entire lives, never
been in a fight, never wrestled.

I’m not saying that boys
should go around fighting. Far
from it. But a good fisticuffs,
even once in a while growing
up, facing down and challenging
a bully instead of crying to
mamma, or a cricket match
where winner takes all, or street
football with a box juice con-
tainer, does build character and
confidence.

To take it like a man means
having the strength and courage
and character to never hit or
abuse a woman, for believe it or
not, it’s a weak man who abuses
women. Have you ever noticed
that men who beat women
rarely fight other men? To take
it like a man means taking the
reins in your family, and not be
trod upon or dictated to by your
woman. Discuss, share, but take
it like a man, as the buck stops
with you. The term ‘man of the
house’ was not coined by acci-
dent.

seido1@hotmail.com.

Æ

Mr. President, let 2014 be immigration year

Take it like a man
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FELICIA
PERSAUD

• “These are
real families –
mothers and
fathers, sons
and daughters –
who are living
with the risk of
separation, in
some instances, permanent
separation” - Caribbean
American Congresswoman
Yvette D. Clarke questions
deportation of Caribbean and
other immigrants who lack
legal status in the United
States.

“You made me feel irie! It
was really impeccable” – Cee
Lo Green, a judge on “The
Voice”, praises the perform-
ance of Jamaican singer
Tessanne Chin during the
competition, which Chin
won. 

• “This ruling is prejudiced
and cruel
towards
Dominican
people of
Haitian decent
and it displaces
more than
500,000 people
from their rightful country” -
Commissioner Jean
Monestime condemns the
Dominican Constitutional

Court for denying citizenship
to Dominicans of Haitian
descent.

“It astonishes me that there
are some amongst us, who
feel that we must completely
forget these horrific events,
banish them from memory,
so that some may pretend
for their own artificial com-
fort that life continues with-
out consequence, for the
murderous betrayal inflicted
on this nation 30 years ago” -
Leslie Ann Seon reflects on
the 30th anniversary of the
killings of then Grenada
Prime Minister Maurice
Bishop, members of his
Cabinet and others during the
Oct. 19, 1983 massacre. 

“It’s been two years since I
have been living with this
burden of knowing that I
caused an innocent man’s
freedom to be taken away. It
is this which makes me want
to confess what I consider to
be a sin” – St. Kitts and
Nevis national Clarence
James admits he lied when he
accused Jamaican Delroy
Duncan of being part of a
cocaine importation scheme
in Bermuda. Duncan was
sentenced to 10 years in
Bermuda.

Compiled from various
sources.

Æ
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Caribbean Today’s Publisher Peter Webley stands with honorees at C.T.’s 25th anniversary celebration.

Honoree Dr. Olive Chung-James, left, receives her award
from Publisher Peter Webley.

Jamaica’s Consul General Franz Hall, right, addresses the gather-
ing as Webley looks on. 

Honoree Stephanie Sylvestre, left, and Webley. Publix representative LeToya Stairs, left, and
Webley. Publix was also honored.

From left, guests Seariann Hewling and Bridget Provost Edwards, honoree Aston Lue,
guests June Minto and Angelicka Coombs.

Honoree Dr. Wentworth, left, with, from left, wife Sandra, Michelle Dreseris, Yvette Laroche and her
husband, honoree Jacques Laroche.

On Dec. 12, 2013, Caribbean Today celebrated its 25th anniversary during a function 
at HistoryMiami in South Florida. This month, we feature highlights of the event courtesy 

of photographs by David I. Muir.

Honorees
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Guests Robert Beatty, left, of South Florida Times, and Pam Watson. Representatives of Grace Foods showcase products.

Guests gather at Caribbean Today’s 25th anniversary celebration. Guests Marie Gregory-Jones, left, and husband Hugh Jones flank Webley.

Marley beverage “Mellow Mood” is displayed by brand 
representatives.

CHEF BARBARA
LE CUISSON CATERING
954-665-9864 
954-448-2865
Fish bites and muffins

GORKI DEL LA LOS SANTOS
COCA COLA COMPANY
954-985-5024
Donated 35 cases of water 
and assorted drinks.

LINSTON SAMUELS
ISLAND RESTAURANT
10201 Hammocks Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33196
305-388-5118
Donated jerk chicken wings

KEVIN & CASSANDRA LEE,
GOLDEN KRUST CARIBBEAN 
BAKERY & GRILL
19664 NW 27th Avenue, 
Miami Gardens, Florida
305-625-1060 .



NEW YORK - What does the
Dominican Republic, Mexico,
Jamaica, Guyana, Ecuador,
Haiti and Trinidad and Tobago
all have in common? Nationals
from these nations all make 
up the top eight immigrant
groups in the Big Apple. 

According to the latest
“Newest New Yorkers
Immigration Report”, released
by New York City’s outgoing
Mayor Mike Bloomberg last
month, the city’s immigrants
have reached new peak at
more than three million resi-
dents with the majority being
from the Caribbean and Latin
America.

This new report shows
that the largest immigrant
group in the city continues to
hail from the Dominican
Republic, with 380,200 resi-
dents throughout the five bor-
oughs. 

Immigrants from Mexico
(186,300 residents) were in the
third place, with a 52 percent
increase over the last decade,
and were followed by
Jamaicans (169,200) at fourth
and Guyanese (139,900) at
fifth.

Ecuador, Haiti and
Trinidad and Tobago were
ranked at sixth, seventh and
eighth, respectively. 

China, with 350,200 resi-
dents, has the number two

spot with a growth of 34 per-
cent. If these growth rates con-
tinue, Chinese would likely be
the city’s largest immigrant
group in the next few years.

Latin America is now the
largest area of origin, compris-
ing nearly one-third of the
City’s foreign-born population,
followed by Asia at 28 per-
cent, and the non-Hispanic
Caribbean at 19 percent.
Africa accounts for four per-
cent. 

RE-SHAPE
This large flow of immi-

grants from Latin America,
Asia, and the Caribbean has
reshaped the racial and ethnic
composition of New York
from a largely European white
city to a diverse mix where no
one group is in the majority,
the report said. 

The strength of immi-
grants is most evident in
Queens, New York, where the
largest percentage of the
newest New Yorkers has set-
tled with nearly one-half of the
borough’s residents being for-
eign-born.

Immigrants comprise 47
percent of all employed resi-
dents across all major indus-
tries, including large concen-
trations in construction and
services. Immigrants also are
disproportionately represented

among those who start new
businesses, providing a contin-
uous infusion of economic
vitality that serves the neigh-
borhoods of New York. 

The immigrant population
also drives the demand for
housing as close to one-half of
all housing units that were
occupied for the first time
after 2000 had an immigrant
householder. 

“Having an accurate pic-
ture of our foreign born resi-
dents, and how they’re doing
with respect to their housing,

education, employment and
economic status enables us to
target support that helps immi-
grants establish themselves
and participate in the diverse
opportunities our city offers,”
said Bloomberg.

“Our nation has the
opportunity to finally enact
real immigration reform in
Congress, and this edition of
the Newest New Yorkers is an
important resource that helps
to build a case for reform so
that we can continue to be a
magnet of opportunity and

also continue to attract some
of the brightest minds in the
world.”

Since the passage of the
landmark Immigration and
Nationality Amendments of
1965, New York’s foreign-born
population has more than dou-
bled and the foreign-born
share of the City’s population,
which was 18 percent in 1970,
has risen to 37 percent.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

IMPACT: Caribbean nationals big part of New York’s immigrant push

12 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  JANUARY 2014

FEATURE

Immigrants’ voices growing louder in U.S.



The last Caribbean radio talk
show on a traditional commer-
cial radio sta-
tion in New
York City has
been silenced.

The switch
was pulled on
“Caribbean
Corner”, with
Trinidadian
Rennie
Bishop of
WWRL’s 1600 AM radio
Saturday evening, Dec. 28th
as the station moved from a
progressive talk show format
to Spanish-language program-
ming.

Access 1 Communications,
which owns the station,
switched formats in an effort to
stay afloat, sources said. The
growing Hispanic demograph-
ic, particularly in New York
City, presented a move viable
economic model, the board
ruled, according to sources.

The format change means
several staffers lost their jobs
before Christmas and offers
Caribbean nationals in New
York fewer radio options.
Caribbean Corner was aired
every Saturday from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. on the station. It fea-
tured many Caribbean jour-
nalists, including Hard Beat’s
Felicia Persaud, Caribbean
journalist Tony Best and
Caribbean Guyana Institute 
of Democracy President
Rickford Burke, as co-hosts

with Bishop.
There is no Caribbean-

owned radio station in New
York City, home to tens of
thousands of Caribbean
migrants. According to the lat-
est “Newest New Yorkers
Immigration Report”, released
by New York City’s outgoing
Mayor Mike Bloomberg
recently, nationals of Jamaica,
Guyana, Haiti and Trinidad
and Tobago make up the top
eight immigrant groups in the
Big Apple.

OPTIONS
Listeners can now tune in

to Caribbean radio programs
online, or programming that is
largely entertainment and
infomercial driven, via bro-
kered radio programming on
93.5 FM. WLIB, which was
once a Caribbean formatted
radio station, has long ended
that run, while WBAI’s
Caribbean-focused program
has also been cut extensively
with the release of Guyana-
born radio host Hugh
Hamilton and the offering of
early morning programming
to Caribbean-born hosts.

Up to press time, compa-
ny executives had not released
an official statement on the
change. But the news hit
social media and created a
heated discussion on the
future of Caribbean radio in

He’s a rapper and a “Dogg”
who became a “Lion”-turned-
reggae-singer. Now he’s giving
competition to veterans of the
genre for the 2014 Grammy
Awards.

Calvin Cordozar Broadus,
Jr., popularly known as Snoop
Lion, is among the nominees
for this month’s Grammys,
The Recording Academy has
revealed.

The artiste formerly
known as Snoop Dogg, who
released his first reggae album
“Reincarnated” last year,
made the nominations list
along with veterans Beres
Hammond, for “One Love,
One Life”, Ziggy Marley’s
“Ziggy Marley in Concert”,
Sizzla’s “The Messiah”, and
Sly and Robbie and The Jam
Masters’ “Reggae
Connection”.

Snoop has dominated the
Billboard Reggae Charts since
he released his album on
April 23. He’s held the num-
ber one spot for at least 32
weeks and only once did he
slip to number two. Apart

from Snoop, the charts have
been mostly dominated by
non-Jamaican singers, includ-
ing Jewish singer Matisyahu,
Hawaii-based group The
Green, and Bermuda singer
Mishka.

RULES
To be nominated for the

annual Grammys, albums
must be released between

Oct. 1, 2012 and Sept. 30,
2013 and recordings must
be in general distribution
in the United States, that
is, sales by label to a
branch or recognized
independent distributor,
via the Internet, or mail
order/retail sales for a
nationally marketed prod-
uct.

The 56th Annual
Grammy Awards will 
be held Jan. 26 in Los
Angeles, California.

Meanwhile, also
securing nominations
were Barbadian Rihanna,
with two nominations for
Best Pop Duo/Group
Performance and Best

Urban Contemporary Album.
“One Love/People Get
Ready”, the Photek Remix of
Bob Marley And The Wailers,
was also nominated under the
Best Remixed Recording,
Non-Classical category.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Snoop among nominees for reggae
Grammy honors on Jan. 26 in Los Angeles
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CARIBBEAN VOICE

Jamaica’s Tessanne Chin clutches her trophy after winning “The Voice” singing com-
petition last month in the United States. Chin’s run through the competition stirred
the support of thousands of Caribbean Americans and the region and earned the 28-
year-old a $100,000 first prize and a record deal.

Snoop

NYC ends Caribbean show

Bishop

(Continued on page 14)



the city, with some insisting
Caribbean immigrants need to

band together to support their
own, while others agreed the
future was largely in
digital/Internet radio and the
lack of advertising did not
support a viable economic
model for a traditional radio
station.

WWRL Radio, or
Woodside Radio Laboratory,
was founded by William
Reuman. It began broadcast-
ing at 12 a.m. Aug. 26, 1926
from a studio and transmitter
in his home at 41-30 58th
Street in Woodside, Queens,
New York on a frequency of
1120 kHz.

In 1964, Reuman retired
and sold the station to a group
headed by Egmont
Sonderling. The station’s for-
mat shifted over the years,
from an R&B radio station to

gospel and Caribbean pro-
gramming. It also once served
as the flagship for the now-
defunct Air America Radio
before moving back to pro-
gressive talk that included
some Caribbean program-
ming. 

Access.1 is a 24-hour
African American-owned and
operated radio broadcasting
company, which also owns and
operates AM and FM stations
in Shreveport, Louisiana,
Tyler-Longview-Marshall,
Texas, Atlantic City, New
Jersey, and an NBC TV affili-
ate (WMGM-TV 40) in
Atlantic City.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad –
Former Trinidad and Tobago
calypso monarch Winston
Bailey, better known as the
“Shadow”, said he was
“lucky” to be alive after gun-
men stole his sports utility
vehicle at his home in Mount
Hope, east of here.

“I am glad to be alive,”
said Shadow told the Trinidad
Guardian newspaper late last
month. “I heard shots fired
and am lucky to be here.
There is plenty confusion and
crazy thing.”

He said the gunmen
appeared to have been wait-

ing for him.
“I was just coming out-

side and he jumped in the
car and drive off,” Shadow
explained. “I went in the
yard and somebody rushed
past me and jump in the car.”

Shadow, who won road
march titles in 1974 and 2001.
He won the international
soca monarch title and, in
2003, he received the
Humming Bird Medal (sil-
ver) national award.

Æ

NEW YORK – Calypso king
Slinger Francisco, popularly
known as the Mighty Sparrow,
continues to get better as he
convalesces in a rehabilitation
facility here. 

According to the
Brooklyn-based Trinidad and
Tobago Weekly, Sparrow took
a break from therapy over the
Christmas holiday, at the High
Land Health Care Center in
Queens, New York, and
“spoke for a long time and

even sang.”
Sparrow has been hospi-

talized for the past three
months after going into a
coma on Sept. 22.

“Tell my fans and the
people of T&T they better
watch out because Sparrow is
coming to town,” the Trinidad
and Tobago Weekly quoted
him as saying. “And I’m com-
ing out dancing, people think
it will be Santa; but, when
they look closely, they will see

it is Sparrow. 
“They love my singing,”

continued Sparrow
about the nurses and
doctors at the rehabili-
tation center. 

PROGRESS
He thanked God for

sparing his life, adding
that, when he was in a
coma, “many people
didn’t think I’d be here
right now.” He said he
is “making steady
progress and coming
along quite well.
“The expenses for my

treatment have been
exorbitant, but people

have begun calling for me to
perform at shows before and

after carnival in different parts
of the (United) States,”
Sparrow said. 

The Mighty Sparrow, 78,
has been performing for more
than four decades. He has
been having health challenges
for the past three years,
including undergoing surgery
in 2010 to treat a right
inguinal hernia that had
caused him to cut short per-
formances in T&T and in the
U.S. because of excruciating
pain while on stage.mazmaz-
mazmamzmazmamzmaz

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

NYC ends Caribbean show

Gunmen rob calypsonian ‘Shadow’ in T&T

TAKING FLIGHT: Mighty Sparrow’s health improves in New York
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Mighty Sparrow

Shadow

BRIEFS
• Jazz and blues fest
The Jamaica Jazz and Blues
Festival will be staged Jan. 30 to
Feb. 1 at the Trelawny Multi-pur-
pose Stadium in Jamaica.

Among the scheduled headline
performers are American singer Toni
Braxton.

• Family Fun Day
A “Family Fun Day” will held

from noon to 7 p.m. Jan. 18 in the
South Florida city of Miramar, home
to a large Caribbean American com-
munity.

The event, featuring free food,
music, games, sports and dance
competition, face painting and a

bounce house, will be held at the
Ansin Sports Complex, 10801
Miramar Blvd.

For more information, call 954-
602-3090.

- Compiled from various sources.

Æ
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This month, students in grades
4-12 living in or going to
school in Broward County,
Florida are being invited to
submit an original essay
and/or a visual artwork to the
African-American Research
Library and Cultural Center
(AARLCC).

The competition is divid-
ed into three categories:
grades 4-6, grades 7-9 and
grades 10-12. Contest winners
will be awarded prizes, spon-
sored by Best Buy, in
February as part of Black
History Month celebrations. 

This year’s contest theme
is “What Do Civil Rights in
America Today Mean to
You?” 

The competition’s entry
form, which provides details
on the essay’s length and art-
work requirements, is avail-
able at branches of the
Broward County Library. All
submissions must be original
work by students and entries
must be delivered to the
African-American Research
Library and Cultural Center
by 6 p.m. Jan. 31. 

Æ

MArie GreGory

It looks like an ordinary house
in a London suburb, neatly
painted with a small front gar-
den. Step inside and it reveals
itself as anything but.

How many London hous-
es have bananas and sugar
cane growing on the enclosed
patio? As a tree is cut down
the suckers grow to provide
the future crop.

Yet what makes this
house extraordinary are not
merely flourishing tropical
plants, but the personality and
achievements of its owner, 70-
year-old Muriel Kingsley.
When Kingsley left Jamaica
44 years ago with two young
children to join her husband
in England, she could barely
read and write. Her schooling
in deep rural Clarendon had
been patchy. During heavy
rains the road was washed out
and she couldn’t attend class-
es. Some days there was no
lunch money. She was 13
when she started her first job
in a local tobacco farm nurs-
ery.

Kingsley’s first challenge
during the preparations to
move to England was to get
help to complete documents.
She couldn’t cope with the
Standard English.

Once in England she had
four more children and so
could manage only part time
work cooking or cleaning.
This changed when the chil-
dren went to school. Kingsley
decided that when the family
was studying, she would too,
taking advantage of adult edu-
cation classes. However, she
still had a problem with
English. Even now, Kingsley
has a private tutor. She stud-
ied mathematics, creative
writing, painting and drawing.
Later she achieved the city
and guilds qualification in
cookery, and earned a diplo-
ma in ceramics after success-
fully completing a four-year

course.
Kingsley’s teachers under-

stood her fear of the English
language and patiently helped.
One gave her a picture of a
man sitting under a tree and
asked her to write a story

about it. She saved it, and it
became useful many years
later.

IDEA
Meanwhile, in Jamaican

tradition, Kingsley told stories
to her grandchildren. She has

13, so was kept busy. This
gave her the idea of writing
down her tales. Her children
helped by correcting gram-
matical errors. They encour-
aged her to find a publisher.

After several rejections,
Kingsley’s first two books,
beautifully illustrated, were
published about four years
ago. They offer simple stories
about a little Jamaican girl
called “MaryAnn”.

Last year, a third book,
“Emily’s Great Adventure”,
appeared. Another, based on
her early life in Clarendon, is
in progress. Kingsley explained
that memories are revived
when she starts to write. She
remembers her first day at
school. She didn’t like it, find-
ing it strange. She lived in a
small thatched house and to be
placed in a “proper” building
was different.

Stories are not the only
outlets for Kingsley’s creativi-

ty. She also writes poetry,
which she finds easier than
prose, and recently resumed
painting. Many, mainly land-
scapes, hang in her living
room. Kingsley plans an adult
novel and has already ear-
marked the painting she
would like used as the cover.
Some smaller paintings, espe-
cially a winter scene which has
proved popular, have been
sold. The theme of the sea-
sons is interpreted mainly
through green springtime
landscapes and autumn
through the fallen leaves in
gold and bronze.

SELF MOTIVATION
Kingsley rents a lot, which

produces pumpkin, sweet
corn, red kidney beans, toma-
toes, sweet potato and flow-
ers. She grows roses and
lavender, as she does in her
backyard garden.

After her divorce from
her husband, Kingsley showed
she could fend for herself. She
bought a house, fulfilling a
lifelong ambition. But her spe-
cial pride is that all six chil-
dren had the education she
didn’t achieve. One son has a
PhD, another a MBA. One is
a teacher, another a baker.

Kingsley has returned to
Jamaica once and was amazed
at the development there,
especially that most people
had electricity. She laughed
when she recalled the tree
frogs and crickets.

Kingsley plans to keep
writing. She has plenty ideas
and her enthusiasm for proj-
ects is palpable. She shows no
sign of letting up.

Marie Gregory is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Civil rights focus of Broward County
art/essay contest open this month

WRITE ON: Jamaican becomes author after poverty, near illiteracy 
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When Kingsley left Jamaica
44 years ago with two
young children to join her
husband in England, she
could barely read and write.

Kingsley



A photo exhibition document-
ing the civil rights struggle of
the 1960s in the United States
will open this month at the
Nova Southeastern University
Museum of Art Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

“The Movement: Bob
Adelman and Civil Rights Era
Photography” will be on dis-
play Jan. 18 through May 17.

Adelman’s unique van-
tage point at the forefront of
the civil rights movement led
him to produce some of that
era’s most iconic images.
Featuring 100 black and white
and color photographs, the
exhibition aims to provide a
context in which viewers can
revisit the years of struggle
and consider how and why
certain images have become
emblematic of the era.

Between 1963 and 1968,
Adelman was a photographer
for the Congress of Racial
Equality, the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating
Committee, the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund, and
other civil rights organiza-
tions. His work granted him
unique access to the move-
ment’s most important events

and figures, including civil
rights leaders Martin Luther
King, Jr., Malcolm X, John
Lewis and James Baldwin.

LANDMARKS
Events documented in the

exhibition include: the
Freedom Rides; the 1963
Birmingham demonstrations,
during which demonstrators
were hosed and
attacked by police dogs; the
1963 March on Washington,
which culminated in King’s “I
Have a Dream” speech; voter
registration drives; the 1965
Selma-to-Montgomery March;
and King’s funeral.

An event to mark the
opening of the exhibition will
be held on Jan. 18. At 5 p.m.,
remarks will be given by Isaac
Newton Farris, Jr., nephew of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and senior fellow at The
Martin Luther King Jr. Center

The NSU Museum of Art
Fort Lauderdale is located at
One East Las Olas
Boulevard. For more informa-
tion, visit www.moafl.org or
call 954-525-5500.

Æ

American civil rights activist
and former United States
Ambassador Andrew Young
has been invited by the YMCA
of Broward County Florida to
commemorate the work and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. at its 10th annual
breakfast.

The event is scheduled for
7:30 a.m. Jan. 17 at the First
Baptist Church, 301 S. Broward
Blvd. in Fort Lauderdale. 

Young is expected share

insights on how he confronted
segregation with Dr. King and
galvanized a movement that
transformed a nation through
non-violence. Young was a key
strategist and negotiator dur-
ing the civil rights campaigns
in Birmingham and Selma that
resulted in the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Visit www.ymcabroward.org
for more information.

Æ

i. JAbulAni TAfAri

As the world celebrates the 85th
anniversary of Martin Luther
King (MLK) Jr.’s birth, this is an
opportune time to ponder some
interesting questions that have
been posed of late.

Were there any Caribbean
personalities who influenced
MLK’s philosophy? And did
MLK have any interactions
with any Caribbean islands?

The only such interaction
uncovered by research - to
date - seems to have been with
Jamaica and the only notewor-
thy Caribbean influence on
MLK appears to have been
Jamaica’s Marcus Mosiah
Garvey.

But first, some context.
Prior to 1963 and the March
on Washington, MLK’s pri-
mary focus centered on issues
mainly related to black civil
rights in the United States. It is
well known that MLK and the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) adopted a
strategy of non-violent civil
disobedience, which eventually
helped to bring about the 1964
Civil Rights Act and the 1965
Voting Rights Act.

It is also accepted that
MLK’s political action strategy
of non-violent protest was
greatly influenced by the pre-
ceding example of Mahatma
Gandhi, the Indian nationalist
leader. MLK was a student of
history and he clearly admired
the methodology Gandhi used
to lead India out from under

British colonialism in 1947. 

WORLD VIEW
Not so clear is who influ-

enced the subsequent broaden-
ing of MLK’s world view to
include other pressing issues
beyond civil rights. The ongo-
ing growth of MLK’s socio-
political consciousness after
1965 is a not-so-well document-
ed development. 

Domestically, MLK’s
growth in social awareness led
him to begin championing the
rights of poor people in general
and exploited workers in par-
ticular. Internationally, MLK’s
growth in political awareness
led to his increasingly outspo-
ken comments against the mili-
tary-industrial complex and the
escalating U.S. war in Vietnam. 

It is debatable how much
or to what extent MLK was
influenced and inspired in the
latter years of his life by
Garvey, Jamaica’s first national
hero. However, there is no
question MLK was exposed to
and well acquainted with
Garvey’s philosophy, achieve-
ments and legacy.

During his trip to Jamaica
in June 1965, MLK visited
National Heroes Park in
Kingston, where he laid a
wreath at the Garvey memorial.
MLK was quoted as saying:
“Marcus Garvey was the first
man in the history of the United
States to lead and develop a
mass movement. He was the
first man on a mass scale, and
level, to give millions of negroes

a sense of dignity and destiny,
and make the negro feel that he
was somebody.” 

MLK was in Jamaica to
deliver a sermon entitled
“Facing the Challenge of a
New Age” at the valedictory
service at the University of the
West Indies, Mona campus.
During a packed civic recep-
tion at the National Stadium,
MLK received the Keys to the
City of Kingston and, in a stir-
ring address, he remarked that
he had never felt more at home
anywhere else in the world,
noting that, “In Jamaica, I feel
like a human being.”  

RADICAL
By 1967, two years after

his trip to Jamaica, MLK had
become a passionate opponent

of the Vietnam War and U.S.
foreign policy. In a speech
delivered at the Riverside
Church in New York City,
MLK even referred to the U.S.
as “the greatest purveyor of
violence in the world today.”

The authorities feared that
MLK was becoming too radical
and a year later, on April 4,
1968, he was assassinated while
in the midst of his groundbreak-
ing Poor People’s Campaign in
Memphis, Tennessee.

Jamaica obviously had an
indelible effect on MLK.
Therefore, it is no stretch of
the imagination to speculate
that maybe his “Dream” grew
and matured to encompass

new political and social
endeavors as a result of his up
close and personal encounter
in Jamaica with Garvey’s lega-
cy, with Garvey’s wife Amy
Jacques Garvey and with vet-
eran UNIA activists.

It is even possible that
MLK’s approach to political
struggle and social justice was
influenced in some way by
Garvey’s example. Whatever
influenced MLK’s radicaliza-
tion, this Caribbean connection
is a subject that warrants fur-
ther research and study.

I. Jabulani Tafari is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

King, civil rights drive highlight photo
exhibit at Nova Southeastern

COMMON CAUSE: MLK’s legacy links with Jamaican national hero
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CELEBRATING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
~ A CAribbeAn TodAy speCiAl feATure

Andrew Young for legacy breakfast in Broward

Young 

- Photograph courtesy of Dorothy Whyte.
King, second right, visits the Garvey memorial in 1965 in Jamaica. Also present, from left, journalist Frank Hill, Garvey’s widow Amy
Jacques Garvey and Eustace Whyte, president, Kingston UNIA.
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MisCellAneous

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE &
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a

FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans).
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381

DirecTV - Over 140 channels only $29.99 a
month. Triple savings! $636.00 in Savings, Free

upgrade to Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday ticket
free for New Customers. Start saving today! 

1-800-376-0868

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/month 
(for 12 mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at

$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! Ask
About SAME DAY Installation! CALL Now! 

1-800-438-8168

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra? There’s an Herbal
Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective. VigorCare For
Men the perfect alternative to other products,

with similar results. 60 Pills /99.00 plus S &H 1-
888-886-1041, herbalremedieslive.

com

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone-
Satellite. You’ve Got A Choice! Options from
ALL major service providers. Call us to learn

more! CALL Today. 888-708-7137

ADOPTION- Happily married, financially secure
couple dreams of giving your child a happy and
loving home. Living & medical expenses paid.

Call Eddie and Irina at 
1-800-395-5449, 24hrs, Atty. Charlotte H.

Danciu Bar#307084

serViCes/
MisCellAneous

A Fun loving married couple seeks to adopt.
Stay-at-home mom & devoted dad. Financial

security. Expenses paid. Let’s help each other.
Call/Text Paula & Adam. 1-800-790-5260.

FLBarNo.0150789.

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, Name

Change …Only One Signature Required!
*Excludes govt. fees! 1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300

Baylor & Associates

eduCATion/
insTruCTion

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Certified Microsoft Office
Professional! No Experience Needed! SC Train
can get you job ready ASAP! HS Diploma/GED

& PC/Internet needed! 1-
888-212-5888 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Become an
Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA approved
training. Financial aid if qualified ñ Housing
available. Job placement assistance. Call

Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
314-6283.

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAAApproved. Classes

Starting Soon! 1-800-659-
2080 NAA.edu

finAnCiAl

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-

$500,000++ within 48/hours?
Low rates Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-

8321. www.lawcapital.com

for sAle

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS! Buy
Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate Bugs

Guaranteed. No Mess,
Odorless, Long Lasting. Available at Ace

Hardware, The Home Depot, Homedepot.com 

reAl esTATe

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION - PERRY, FL - 2-
Properties! 1770sqft. Warehouse & a 1298Sq.ft.

Home. See additional
details online. Sale: 1/23/14, 2:00pm, 

at Taylor County Courthouse. Sharon Sullivan
954-740-2421

www.irsauctions.gov 

reAl esTATe

RV Lot Rental South of Vero Beach on A1A.
Beach access, marina, boat ramp, large heated

pool overlookingthe ocean, tennis courts and
other activities. Large cement lot with full
hookup. Pet friendly. Available monthly

or by the season. 352-347-4470.

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE Offering
unbelievable deals on homes and land in the

beautiful NC mountains. Call for free brochures,
foreclosures, and area information. 

800-924-2635

AuToMobiles

CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 

1-800-871-9638

HeAlTH/MediCAl

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios
de farmacia con licencia Canadiense e

Internacional te proveeran con ahorros de
hasta el 90 en todas las

medicinas que necesites. Llama ahora al 
1-800-261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento 

con tu primer orden ademas
de envio gratuito.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and
affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian
mail order pharmacy will provide you with sav-
ings of up to 90 percent on all your medication
needs. Call today 1-800-749-6515, for $10.00

off your first prescription and free shipping.

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 28
years experience. 1-800-395-5449

www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; FL
Bar # 307084

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN

LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated
& Financially Secure

Couples Waiting. Living & Medical
Expenses Paid. Counseling &

Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff! FLORI-

DAADOPTION LAW GROUP, P.A.
Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.

Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. 1-800-
852-0041 Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025) 

BECOME A CNA! (30-HRS)
No HS/GED Required! On-Site

Testing, Job Assistance Also HHA,
CPR, PCT, PHLEBOTOMY/ EKG

Dade/Broward- 954-921-9577 Palm
Beach- 561-840-8804 Saint Lucie-
772-882-4218 www.fastCNA.com

Diabetic Test Strips
WANTED!!! TOP PRICES PAID!

Faster-$-$-$-Cash For Local Pickup
Call 813-528-1480 For Free

Shipping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-
0725 tonyteststrips.com

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We’re Local! 

FORECLOSURE DEFENSE
$250 per Month. Property Damage

Claims Roof Leaks, Kitchen
Damage, Tile Damage, Mold. No

Fee, if No Recovery. Attorney
Charles D. Barnard 954-561-5880

954-295-3861

Homejoy Professional Cleaning
$20/hr Affordable. Convenient.

Trusted. Book online in 2 minutes!
For 1 HOUR FREE for new 

customers, go to:
www.homejoy.com/SFL Or call: 

1-855-728-4569

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!

Generous Compensation Paid. Call
Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1-800-

395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar # 307084

DISABILITY
Attorney Lilli W. Marder. Social

Security Law Consulta Gratis! No
Fee, Unless You Win! Free

Consultation YourDisability.com 
1-888-550-5165

Hearings, Reconsiderations, Initial
Applications.

#1 Supplier! VIAGRA/ CIALIS
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only-
$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE! #1 Male
Enhancement. Discreet Shipping.

Save $500 NOW! 888-800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S



LAUSANNE, Switzerland –
Jamaican Olympic and world
champion Usain Bolt and
American tennis star Serena

Williams have been voted
International Sports Press
Association (AIPS) Best
Athletes for the second year
in a row.

A panel of 470 sports
journalists from 96 countries
voted in this year’s poll.

Bolt received an over-
whelming 1,282 votes, fol-
lowed by Formula One
Sebastien Vettel on 499 and

Real Madrid’s Cristiano
Ronaldo on 437.

Williams, who in 2013
aced her finest season statisti-
cally with a 78 to four record,
and 11 titles, received 915
votes, ahead of Russian pole
vault queen Yelena Isinbayev
(644) and Jamaican sprint star
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce
(551).

European champion
Bayern Munich, who dominat-
ed soccer in 2013, winning
their first Club World Cup
title, and finishing the
Bundesliga season unbeaten,
was the resounding winner of
the Best Team award with
1707 votes, 1128 ahead of sec-
ond place winner Miami Heat,
two-time NBA champions
who racked up an incredible
27-game winning streak in
2013.

New Zealand’s All Blacks
Rugby team with 14 wins from
14 matches in 2013 took third
place.

Æ

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce’s leg-
end in track and field contin-
ues to grow.

The sprinter has repeated-
ly made history for Jamaica.
Just two years after graduating
from Wolmer’s Girls High
School, she shocked the athlet-
ics world by defeating
Olympic and world champion
Veronica Campbell-Brown
during Jamaica’s trials for the
2008 Olympics. Fraser-Pryce
made her country proud, lead-
ing the field as Jamaican
women swept the top three
places in the 100 meters final.
She became the first
Caribbean woman ever to win
the gold medal in the event.

She would win seven more
gold medals, plus five silver,
in Olympics and World
Championships. In 2013
Fraser-Pryce won gold at the
World Championships in
Moscow, Russia in the 100,
200 and 4 x 100 relay, the first
woman to achieve that feat.
She and teammate Usain Bolt
were named male and female
athletes of the year by the
International Associations of
Athletics Federations (IAAF),
making Jamaica the third
country ever with athletes win-
ning both categories in the
same year.

Throughout her success
Fraser-Pryce has displayed
humility and poise. She has
also been outspoken on the
rights of athletes. Caribbean
Today freelance writer Jason
Walker caught up Fraser-
Pryce during her recent trip to
South Florida. Below is an
edited version of that inter-
view.

J.W.:  Tell us about the
Wolmer’s years.
F-P: I started Wolmer’s in
1999 and I was under the
tutelage of Mrs. Harrison
until Mrs. Montague began. 
It was a great high school
time at Wolmer’s Girls High
School;  it was really wonder-
ful ... That’s where I learned
so much and was able to tran-
sition into the woman I am
today ... It’s everything for
me. I have always said to per-
sons I bleed maroon and gold
(the school’s colors). That’s
because I love my school and
I thank God that I was actual-

ly placed there because that
changed my life forever.

J.W.: Describe how it was
when you received pushback
in 2008 when you won the
Jamaica trials?
F-P: In that moment it was
sad that our fellow country
mates would believe that I
was too young to attend an
Olympic Games and that I
was inexperienced, when
everybody knows that is how
you gain experience by going
out there and actually doing
it.

I was on a mission. I did
not know I was going to win a
gold medal, but I wanted the
experience. I have always said
God knew exactly what was
going to happen … I did not
stutter at all.

There were times when I
felt overwhelmed with the
idea that they would really
want to take me out, but I
kept strong and focused on
what I really wanted to do
and I won so I forgot about
that (the pushback) so easily,
although I do remember it
from time to time.

J.W.:  What is the origin of
the name ‘Pocket Rocket’?
F-P: (Jamaican journalist 
and commentator) Hubert
Lawrence came up with that
name. He would refer to me
as the human rocket that
could fit in his pocket.
(Fraser-Pryce stands at five
feet). That, along with my
explosive start, is how I got
the name. I don’t think I will
be growing anytime soon, so I

will continue to be a Pocket
Rocket, I hope.

J.W.: What about your train-
ing that helps you to be suc-
cessful?
F-P: It’s hard work, it’s disci-
pline, it’s pushing your body
to the limit when most times
you feel like you will quit, but
that is the time you hold on,
feel the burn and understand
that there is a goal at the rain-
bow and you just continue to
work hard and stay commit-
ted.

Also, you need to have
the right persons around you
to motivate you because it
can be hard, it can be over-
whelming at times and there
are injuries and so many
things that can happen during
a season. But it’s all about
what you want and what you
want for yourself and the
commitment that you have
towards that goal.

For me, it becomes easier
because I have the right sup-
port team. My husband is fab-
ulous. He cooks for me. I
don’t have to worry about
anything when he is around. I
have the right team. This is
something that I am blessed
to do because I think this is
my purpose and I love it. I
love the fact that God has
given me the talent to do the
things that I do and as such I
work hard and I use the tal-
ent.

J.W.: What happens from the
moment the gun goes off ‘til
the finish line?
F-P: There are so many things
that go on in your mind, but I
think about execution. I have
always said to run good times
it takes execution. That is the
main focus for me to execute
and I take a moment to thank
my creator for His blessings
and for helping me to do the
things that I do. And I have
always said before I compete
greater is He that is in me
than he who is in the world.

There is no fear whatso-
ever in Him and that is how I
look at it. I just feel a sense of
peace when I step to the line,
so I am just ready. I am
always ready to go because I
am always excited to run.

Æ

Trinidad and Tobago soccer
player Akeem Adams, who
suffered a stroke in Hungary,
has died.

Adams’s club Ferencvaros
and the player’s uncle Ivan
Dick confirmed that the 22-
year-old died on Dec. 30 after
suffering a brain hemorrhage
two days earlier.

He had been hospitalized

since the heart attack and his
left leg had been amputated to
alleviate circulatory problems.
Adams, who played as a
defender, passed away shortly
after his mother Ancilla decid-
ed against taking the player
off life support.

Adams played nine times
for T&T’s national team and
started three matches for the

Caribbean country at the
Under-20 World Cup played
in Egypt in 2009. He joined
Ferencvaros last August and
played a handful of games for
Hungary’s most popular team.
His last game was Sept. 22, 
a 3-1 victory over Ujpest,
Ferencvaros’s traditional
rivals.

Æ

Bolt tops 2013 ‘Best Athletes’

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad –
Jehue Gordon, 400 meters
hurdles world champion, has
captured Trinidad and
Tobago’s prestigious title of
Sports Performance of the
year.

Gordon also won three
other awards during the Spirit
of Sports Awards (SOSA)
Ceremony held here late last
month. He grabbed the titles
of Male Athlete of the Year,
Consistent Performer of the
Year and Breakthrough
Performance of the Year.

“It is amazing to be here
and to receive these gifts,”
said Gordon. “You know it is
hard for some of the athletes.
I for one am hardly around
my family six or seven months
of the year.

“Thinking about it is very
emotional for me”.

Gordon also received the
keys to a duplex from the
Housing Development
Corporation and a check for
$800,000. He beat a strong
field in the race for the
Sports Performance for the
Year award, including swim-
mer George Bovell, Dylan

Carter (silver in the men’s 50
meters butterfly at the FINA
World Youth Swimming
Championships), cyclist
Njisane Phillip (silver in the
First UCI World Cup Series)
and paralympic swimmer
Shanntol Ince (four gold at
the Paralympic Pan American
Championships).

Bovell accepted his
$250,000 check for his 
FINA World Swimming
Championship Men’s 50
meters freestyle bronze 
medal effort.

Ince was the next most
heralded athlete, taking home
two trophies for Athlete with
a Disability and Emerging
Athlete of the Year for her
four gold medal sweep at the
Paralympic Junior Pan
American Championship.

Top youth swimmer Carter
also received an award for a
Record-breaking Performance
of the Year to add to his Junior
Male Athlete of the Year
award.

Æ

Jehue Gordon wins T&T awards

Jamaica’s ‘Pocket Rocket’ dominates world sprinting

T&T soccer player dies after heart attack, stroke
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For a long time, while driving
along Northwest Second
Avenue, I always noticed the
Jamaican flag at a restaurant
bordering Little Haiti, the
Design District, near the
entrance to the heart of down-
town Miami, Florida.

Flavors of Cuba and Haiti
are more likely found in this
area. Jamaica is rare. 

So, I finally decided to
visit the Palatino Jamaican
Restaurant and Ice Cream
Parlor. The first intriguing sur-
prise was the hostess who
greeted me. She was Haitian.
That’s not the norm in a
Jamaican restaurant. But
Nadine Patrice co-owns the
restaurant with her Jamaican
husband Ian Curtis, also
known as “Chef Slim”. Patrice
greets me with an inviting
smile.

“Although I am from
Haiti and my husband is
Jamaican, once we decided to
make it a Jamaican restaurant
we wanted to keep it authen-

tic,” she explained. “Therefore,
we have all the best Jamaican
dishes.

“We serve ackee and salt
fish all day, not just for break-
fast.”

As one customer put it:
“The best ackee and salt fish
outside of Jamaica except for
my grandmother.”

AROMA
Walking into the restau-

rant, visitors are met with the
amazing aroma of Jamaican
food. But the restaurant is
also attractively decorated,
beautiful paintings and
plaques with insightful and
powerful messages occupy
most of the wall space. The
art is sold to support the cause
of reforestation in Haiti, after
the Caribbean nation was 
ravaged. While I wait for the
food, Patrice describes
Operation Green Leaves, a
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the cause.

The food is spot on
Jamaican. Callaloo bursts with
flavor. The oxtail, curry chick-

en, jerk chicken,
curry goat, jerk
pork, brown
stew chicken,
rice and peas -
along with other
traditional dishes
- are some of the
best in Miami-
Dade County.

The patty
was truly a pleas-
ant surprise – the
chicken variety
freshly-baked at
the restaurant,
unlike most
Jamaican restau-
rants in the
United States
where patty is
usually brought
in from some-
where and not
fresh. Also, the
meat from those
patties is normal-
ly minced, some
almost shredded.
At the Palatino
the meat pieces are large in
comparison. Tasting it is a glo-

rious experience.
“First in all meals we 

start with fresh and high quali-
ty ingredients,” explained
Patrice. “What makes our pat-
ties so good is that we bake
them as needed as we sell
them. We don’t leave them in
the warmer all day.”

COOL OUT
An ice-cream parlor con-

nected to a Jamaican restau-

rant is not normal either. But
it’s definitely a tasty addition.

“Well Miami is always
hot, so ice cream is a good
idea,” said Patrice. “However,
we also have all the tropical
flavors of homemade ice
cream, which makes it special
like mango, sour soup, grape
nut, rum raisin etc. The ice
cream parlor is needed in this
area. There are none close
by.”

Chef Slim has an exten-
sive background in food.
Before leaving Jamaica, he
worked in food management.
He became a sous chef in
Michigan and later moved to
Miami.

“He always loved all
aspect of food and service,”
said Patrice. “ … He gets
pleasure to see joy on the cus-
tomers’ faces because of his
food.” 

Together, she and her hus-
band, offer Palatino – a mem-
orable food experience and an
opportunity to participate in a
good cause.

The Palatino Jamaican
Restaurant and Ice Cream
Parlor is located at 3004 N.W.
Second Ave., Miami, Florida.
For more on Operation Green
Leaves, visit http://www.ogl-
haiti.com.

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today. 
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Beef and plantain casserole with cantaloupe jicama salad

COMBO DISH: Jamaican Haitian couple serves up taste, social awareness
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FOOD

Patrice, left, and Curtis.

Meat and veggies. Generally,
Caribbean people love the
combination, regardless of the
specific ingredients.

This month, Caribbean
Today offers a beef and plan-
tain casserole with cantaloupe
jicama salad, courtesy of
Publix Apron recipes, that
should fit the bill perfectly. 

Ingredients
• 1 medium yellow onion,
coarsely chopped

• 1/3 cup stuffed green olives,
coarsely chopped

• 1 tablespoon extra-virgin
olive oil

• 1 cup diced tri-pepper
mix (fresh diced green, red,
yellow bell peppers)

• 1 1/4 lb ground meatloaf
blend (beef/pork)

• 1/2 teaspoon Sazón adobo
with pepper seasoning

• 1 (14.5-oz) can stewed toma-
toes (undrained)

• 1 (8-oz) can tomato sauce
• 1/2 cup grated Parmesan
cheese, divided

• 6 frozen large tostones
• 1 large egg (or 1/4 cup egg
substitute)

• 2 tablespoons water
• Aluminum foil 

Preparation
Preheat oven to 375°F.

Chop onion and olives.
Preheat large sauté pan

on medium-high two to three
minutes. Place oil in pan, then
add onions and peppers; cook
two to three minutes or until
soft. Add meatloaf mix, olives,
and Sazón seasoning; cook
four to five minutes or until

no pink remains.
Add stewed tomatoes and

tomato sauce. Mash tomatoes
with spoon to break apart;
cook two to three minutes or
until mixture thickens.

Spoon one-half of the
meat mixture into 13-inch x
nine-inch baking dish; top
with quarter cup Parmesan
cheese and tostones. Whisk
egg and water until blended;
pour over tostones.

Repeat meat and cheese
layers. Cover with foil; bake
30 to 40 minutes or until hot
and bubbly. Let stand five to
six minutes before serving.

Cantaloupe jicama salad 
Ingredients

• 1 tablespoon fresh cilantro,
finely chopped

• 1 medium cantaloupe
• 1 small jicama
• Juice of 1/2 lime
• 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
• 1 1/2 teaspoons extra-virgin
olive oil 

Preparation
Chop cilantro. Cut can-

taloupe into bite-size pieces
(three cups); cut jicama into
quarters, then peel. Cut two to
three quarters into bite-size
pieces (two cups).

Place cantaloupe, jicama,
and cilantro in medium bowl.
Squeeze juice of one-half lime
(1 teaspoon, or more to taste)
over top.

Stir in remaining ingredi-
ents. Let stand five to 10 min-
utes for flavors to blend. Stir
and serve.

Æ

Beef casserole



Barbados Prime Minister
Freundel Stuart won the politi-
cal battle, but loss the economic
war in 2013. 

His Trinidad and Tobago
counterpart Kamla Persad
Bissessar set a record by losing
four political battles in a year,
while Grenada’s Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell set another
record by leading his New

National Party (NNP) to a
clean sweep of all 15 seats in
the February general elections.
This was the second occasion
he had achieved the feat within
a decade.

St. Kitts and Nevis Prime
Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas
defied calls to debate a motion
of no confidence in his admin-
istration for a year even

though the matter reached the
courts and in Nevis, the
Concerned Citizens Movement
(CCM) defeated the Nevis
Reformation Party (NRP) to
take control of the Nevis
Island Administration (NIA)
after a year of wrangling in the
courts over the validity of the
last elections.

In Suriname, President

Desi Bouterse dismissed calls
to step down following the
arrest of his son by United
States law enforcement officials
on drug trafficking and terrorist
related charges.

GUARD CHANGES
Since coming to office in

2010, Bouterse has replaced 10
ministers. His record is perhaps

matched in the Caribbean 
only by Persad Bissessar, who
accepted the resignation of her
embattled National Security
Minister Austin Jack Warner,
only to see him successfully

defend the Chaguanas West
seat in a by-election and form
his own political party.

In Belize, Prime Minister
Dean Barrow sacked his junior
Minister of Immigration Elvin
Penner, based on the fact that
he “did not discharge his
responsibilities with either the
due judgment and balance, or
the scrupulous regard for
appearances, which the prime
minister demands for all his
ministers.”

Dominica’s Prime Minister
Roosevelt Skerrit continued to
enjoy his honeymoon and birth

of his new born son by taunting
the Opposition, which elected a
new leader in Lennox Linton,
with the possibility of early gen-
eral elections.

Andrew Holness survived
a challenge to his leadership of
the main Opposition Jamaica
Labour Party (JLP), but his for-
mer prime ministerial colleague
Stephenson King was not so
fortunate in St. Lucia, bowing
out to his former Tourism
Minister Allen Chastanet.

A Brazilian court gave the
green light for former Turks
and Caicos Islands Premier
Michael Misick to be extradited
to his homeland to face charges
arising from a commission of
inquiry into alleged corruption
and maladministration during
his tenure in office.

Yet politics did not domi-
nate events in the Caribbean in
2013, economics did.

- Edited from CMC.
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WINNERS AND LOSERS: Topsy turvy politics mark Caribbean in 2013
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