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Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime
Minister Baldwin Spencer
blasted the United States for
failure to abide by a World
Trade Organization ruling that
says his country won an
Internet gambling case
against the U.S. and deserves
compensation, page 2.

Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz are run-
ning out of time and options to
qualify for soccer’s 2014 World
Cup, but they still must tangle
with the United States in a do-
or-die mission on Oct. 11 in
Kansas City, Missouri, page 18.
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~ Increasing 
revelations about
the medicinal
properties and
economic benefits
of marijuana have
sparked renewed
debate over its
decriminalization
in the Caribbean,
page 8.

~ Dr. Vladimir Laroche’s mission to save and
improve lives has taken him from the land of
his birth, Haiti, to Mexico, the United States,
back to his homeland, and now Miami, Florida.
He’s part of Caribbean Today’s focus on health
this month, beginning on page 7 and continu-
ing on pages 13-17.



WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Department of
State says Jamaicans and
Haitians are among nationals
not eligible to apply for the
2015 Diversity Visa Program
(DV-2015).

In making the announce-
ment last month, the depart-
ment also pointed out that
natives of the Dominican
Republic are also barred from
the program as, along with
Jamaica and Haiti, more than
50,000 immigrants came to the
U.S. in the last five years.

The U.S. congressionally
mandated Diversity
Immigrant Visa Program is
administered on an annual
basis by the Department of
State and conducted under
the terms of Section 203(c) of
the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA).

According to the State
Department, Section 203(c) of
the INA provides a maximum
of 55,000 diversity visas each
fiscal year to be made avail-

able to persons from countries
with low rates of immigration
to the U.S.

ELIGIBILITY
It said the annual DV

program makes visas avail-
able to persons meeting the
“simple but strict, eligibility
requirements,” adding that a
computer-generated, random
drawing chooses selectees for
diversity visas.

The visas are distributed
among six geographic regions,
with a greater number of visas
going to regions with lower
rates of immigration, and with
no visas going to nationals of
countries sending more than
50,000 immigrants to the
United States over the period
of the past five years, as in the
case of Jamaica and Haiti.

No single country may
receive more than seven per-
cent of the available diversity
visas in any one year.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
has awarded nearly $9.9 mil-
lion in grants designed to pre-
pare Caribbean and other
immigrants, who are U.S. per-
manent residents, for citizen-
ship. 

USCIS said 40 immi-
grant-serving organizations
from 21 states will receive
federal funding to support
citizenship preparation serv-
ices for Caribbean and other
permanent residents through
Sept. 2015.

Since the program began
in Oct. 2009, USCIS said its

Citizenship and Integration
Grant Program has helped
more than 66,000 permanent
residents in 31 states and the
District of Columbia prepare
for citizenship.

Through Sept. 30, 2015, it
is anticipated that an addition-
al 31,000 permanent residents
will receive citizenship prepa-
ration services.

NEED
“There is a continued

need for high-quality citizen-
ship preparation services in
communities across the coun-
try,” said USCIS Director
Alejandro Mayorkas.

“This funding will help
thousands of permanent resi-
dents gain the support they
need to learn English and
civics, and embrace the impor-
tant rights and responsibilities
of United States citizenship,”
he added.

The Citizenship and
Integration Grant Program is
part of a “multifaceted effort
to support effective citizenship
preparation services and pro-
vide information to immi-
grants and immigrant-serving
organizations.”

Æ

No U.S. Diversity Visas
for Jamaicans, Haitians

U.S. awards $9.9M to support citizenship
preparation programs for Caribbean immigrants

NEW YORK - Antigua and
Barbuda Prime Minister
Baldwin Spencer, used his
address to the United Nations
last month to slam the United
States for its refusal to adhere
to the rulings of the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

Spencer, in his address to
the 68th General Assembly of
the U.N., told the body that
while his government won
their Internet gambling case at
both the original and appellate
levels of the WTO, a decade
later, the end is not in sight.
He said the U.S. has neither
removed the offending laws
nor agreed on a fair settlement
with Antigua and Barbuda
that would compensate for the
wanton destruction of an

entire economic sector.
“We believe that it is a

blow to the credibility of the
WTO to have the world’s
largest economy and the
WTO’s most powerful mem-
ber ignore the lawful award

of its dispute settlement tri-
bunal without consequence,”
said Spencer.

“The international trading
system will not long survive
this profound challenge, and
we call on the United States to
correct past wrongs and to
come to the table with mean-
ingful proposals that can bring
this matter to a just conclu-
sion.”

COMPENSATION
He disclosed that his gov-

ernment now intends, through
the only mechanism that the
WTO has provided, to seek
compensation for the thou-
sands of jobs lost, the compa-

Antigua’s P.M. blasts U.S. for refusal to obey WTO rulings
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NEW YORK – St. Vincent
and the Grenadines’ Prime
Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves
said he plans to intensify
efforts in addressing the issue
of Reparations for Native
Genocide and Slavery when
he assumes the chairmanship
of the Caribbean community
(CARICOM) early in the new
year.

“When I take over the
chairmanship of CARICOM
in January I hope to get let-
ters to Europe,” Gonsalves,
who was here for the 68th ses-
sion of the United Nations
General Assembly Debate,
told a standing-room-only
town hall meeting in Brooklyn
late last month.

“We’re going for repara-
tions because of state-spon-
sored genocide and state-
sponsored slavery,” he added.

“Europe, by engaging us
in this matter, can make us
more free,” he continued.
“We need reparations, but we
need available resources.”

CONVERSATION
The Vincentian leader,

who has been taking the lead
in CARICOM on the issue,
said efforts at seeking repara-
tions from Europe are “not a
conversation about protests.

“This is a serious conver-
sation to see what is the lega-

cy,” he said. “I’m not a little
boy holding up a placard. I’m
the Prime Minister of an inde-
pendent country.”

Gonsalves warned that, as
the reparations issue gains
ground, European govern-
ments and their “agencies”
are already “finding means to
divide the Reparations
Movement,” adding that
“Reparations is for all of us.”

He noted that when for-
mer Haitian President Jean
Bertrand Aristide first raised
the issue of reparations, in the
early 2000s, from France, “the

French government organized
for Aristide to – let me put it
nicely – to go into voluntary
exile.”

Gonsalves said some
European governments and
diplomats have stated that the
reparations matter should not
be adopted by governments,
but by the people.

“But I represent the 
people, I speak for them,”
Gonsalves retorted.

“Reparations are to repair
the consequences,” he added.
“The British carried out 
and killed 80 percent of the

Callinago (St. Vincent and the
Grenadines’ indigenous peo-
ple).

“We’re looking at the
legacy – the problems in edu-
cation, in health,” he contin-
ued. “In the Caribbean, peo-
ple of African descent have
higher incident of diabetes
and high blood pressure than
elsewhere. How come in West
Africa you don’t have that?”

FIRST STEP
Gonsalves said his 

country’s hosting of the
recent, first-ever Regional
Conference on Reparations
for Native Genocide and
Slavery was the first step in
the Caribbean’s quest to
“address and redress a psy-
chic, historical, socio-econom-
ic, and developmental wound
that is, for CARICOM, 14
nations wide and 400 years
deep.

“The genocidal oppres-
sion and suffering of my coun-
try’s indigenous Callinago, 
the Garifuna, and enchained
Africans have been rightly
adjudged to have been a hor-
rendous crime against human-
ity,” he told the U.N. General
Assembly.

“Accordingly, the collec-
tive voice of our Caribbean
civilization ought justly to ring
out for reparations for native

genocide and African slavery
from the successor states of
the European countries, which
committed organized state-
sponsored native genocide
and African enslavement.  

“The awful legacy of
these crimes against humani-
ty – a legacy which exists
today in our Caribbean –
ought to be repaired for the
developmental benefit of our
Caribbean societies and all
our peoples,” he added.

“The historic wrongs of
native genocide and African
slavery, and their continuing
contemporary consequences,
must be righted, must be
repaired, in the interest of our
people’s humanization,” he
continued.

DEMAND
Gonsalves urged

European nations to “partner
in a focused, especial way
with” the Caribbean in execut-
ing this “repairing.

“Thus, the demand for
reparations is the responsibili-
ty not only of the descendants,
in today’s Caribbean, of the
Callinago, the Garifuna, the
Amerindian, and the African.
It is undoubtedly an agenda
for all of us to advance, to
promote, to concretize, and to

TOUGH TALK: Caribbean boldly steps up claims for slavery reparations
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The Caribbean hasn’t forgotten the chains and whips.

(Continued on page 4)



execute,” he said.
The Vincentian leader said

the struggle for reparations rep-
resents, immediately, a defining
issue for the Caribbean in this
21st century, stating that it
promises to make both Europe
and the Caribbean “more free,
more human, more good-neigh-
borly.”

Recently, CARICOM
decided to place the quest for
reparations at the center of 
its developmental agenda. 
St. Kitts and Nevis Prime
Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas
told the 68th session of the
U.N. General Assembly that
he was joining with CARI-
COM member states in sup-
porting the case for reparation
associated with the atrocities
of slavery. Douglas said that
though the repercussions of
slavery “on the lives of those

of our ancestors cannot be
quantified, we are convinced
that the deleterious effects
which, even now, are translat-
ed into much hardship and
poverty for the descendents of
our ancestors, must be
resolved.”

While speaking on the
erection of a memorial at the
U.N. in honor of the victims
of the Transatlantic Slave
Trade and Slavery, Jamaica’s
Prime Minister Portia
Simpson Miller also said she
was supportive of the call for
an international discussion on
the issue but in a “non-con-
frontational manner.

“We fully support the ini-
tiative for a declaration of a
Decade for Persons of African
Descent,” she declared.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Sept. 11, 2013 marked 12 years
since the terrorist attack that
took some 3,000 lives in the
United States. Many of the
victims were of Caribbean her-

itage. This month Caribbean
Today, courtesy of information
supplied by News Americas,
remembers those lost:

Guyana: Nizam Hafiz,
Eustace R. Bacchus, Kris
Romeo Bishundat, Shivonne
Mentis, Annette Andrea
Dataram, Ricknauth
Jaggernauth, Sarah Khan,
Amarnauth Lachhman,
Amenia Rasool, Sita Nermalla
Sewnarine and Hardai Parbhu.

Jamaica: Delrose E.

Forbes Cheatham, Joyce
Smith, Vaswald George Hall,

Derrick Auther Green, Joan
Donna Griffith, Courtney

Wainsworth Walcott, John
Sylvester White, Lloyd
Stanford Brown, Kerene
Gordon, Denise Marie
Gregory, Michael Richards
and Venesha Orintia Richards.

Antigua and Barbuda:
Albert Gunnis Joseph,
Emelda Perry and Catherina
Henry-Robinson.

Barbados: Colin Arthur
Bonnett, Pauline Francis and
Melissa Renée Vincent.

Haiti: Mark Y. Gilles,
Andre Bonheur, Jr. and
Francois Jean-Pierre.

Trinidad and Tobago:
Rena Sam Dinnoo, Winston
Arthur Grant, Stephen
Joseph, Glenroy I. Neblett,
Boyie Mohammed, Clara
Victorine Hinds, Anthony
Portillo and Goumatie
Thackurdeen. 

TOUGH TALK: Caribbean steps up
claims for slavery reparations

nies collapsed, and the general
devastation of the second
largest sector of our economy
after tourism.

Spencer also made the
case for small island states,
who he said contribute the
least to the causes of climate
change, yet suffer the most
from its effects.

“The responsibility for
mitigating climate change is a
common responsibility for all
nations, be they developed 
or developing,” he said.
“However, developed coun-

tries should shoulder their
moral, ethical and historical
responsibilities for emitting
the levels of anthro-pogenic
greenhouse gases (GHGs) into
the atmosphere.” 

Spencer also met with
José Miguel Insulza, secretary
general of the Organization of
American States (OAS), on
Sept. 24 and discussed the
preparations for the general
elections to be held in the
country in Mar. 2014.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Antigua’s P.M. blasts U.S. for refusal 
to obey WTO rulings

THOSE WE LOST: Caribbean victims of 9/11 remembered
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SLAVERY’S REMINDER

“Ark of Return”, a design by Haitian American architect Rodney Leon, second left,’s
was recently declared winner of an international competition to choose a memorial
that would “serve as a reminder of the bravery of those slaves, abolitionists and
unsung heroes who managed to rise up against an oppressive system, fight for their
freedom and end the practice.” The memorial wil be permanently on display at
United Nations headquarters in New York to honor victims of slavery and the transat-
lantic slave trade. 

(Continued from page 2)

(Continued from page 3)

New York’s tribute in lights last month.

(Continued on page 5)



Puerto Rico: Edna
Cintron, Rosa J. Gonzalez,
Alexis Leduc, Ivan Vale,
Santos Valentin Jr., Peter
Vega, Norberto Hernandez,
Diana B. Padro, Carmen
Milagros Rodriguez, Sonia
Mercedes Morales Puopolo,
Carlos Segarra, Angel M.
Pabon, Jr., Victor Daniel
Barbosa, Carlos R. Lillo, Juan

Nieves Jr., Waleska Martinez,
Paul DeCola, Matthew Diaz,
Milagros Hromada, Isaias
Rivera, Linda Ivelisse Rivera
and Ivan Antonio Perez.

Grenada: Jeffrey G. La
Touche.

Bermuda: Kevin Patrick
York and Rhondelle Cherie
Tankard.

Æ

A United States sustainability
group says that it will build an
orphanage and children’s facil-
ity in Haiti in honor of former
U.S President Bill Clinton. 

Rick Fedrizzi, U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC)
president, chief executive offi-
cer and founding chair, said
the facility will be named in
recognition of the Clinton
Global Initiative’s (CGI)

“longstanding
work to
engage and
empower the
global commu-
nity to find
innovative
solutions to
the world’s
most pervasive
problems.”
Fedrizzi also
recognized
Clinton’s
efforts, follow-

ing the 2010 earthquake in
Haiti, to foster the impover-
ished, French-speaking
Caribbean nation’s reconstruc-
tion as a stronger nation.

“In 2011, at the Clinton
Global Initiative Annual
Meeting, USGBC and its part-
ners made a commitment to
creating a symbol of hope for
Haiti’s thousands of orphans
and forge a model of green,

sustainable, resilient building
practices upon which to
rebuild a nation,” said
Fedrizzi in a statement here
late last month.

PROGRESS
Clinton said through CGI

commitment, the U.S. Green
Building Council and their

partners are helping to rebuild
Haiti to be “stronger than
ever before.

“This remarkable project
will give many Haitian chil-
dren a better chance to live
their best life story, and I am
deeply honored by this dedi-
cation,” he said.

Upon completion, the

center will house a health clin-
ic, administrative offices for
FEJ and a training center to
educate local women on fami-
ly planning, in addition to
housing for 25 to 30 orphans
at a time.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

THOSE WE LOST: Caribbean victims 
of 9/11 remembered

Haiti to name orphanage in honor of former U.S. President Clinton
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BRIEFS
• Belafonte wins ‘Ambassador of
Conscience Award’ 

Human rights group Amnesty
International has named Caribbean
American entertainer and social
justice activist Harry Belafonte a
recipient of its 2013 Ambassador of
Conscience Award.

Belafonte, who was born in
New York to Jamaican and
Martiniquan parents, shares the
award with Pakistani schoolgirl and
education rights campaigner Malala
Yousafzai.

• T&T national killed in terrorist
attack

Trinidad and Tobago national
Ravindra Ramrattan, who was
employed as a research economist
in Kenya, was those killed when
Shabab militant attackers held up
Narobi’s Westgate Shopping Mall
last month.

• Caribbean school leavers
struggle

The World Bank said despite
spending nearly 11 years acquiring
an education, school leavers in the
Caribbean often struggle to find for-
mal employment.

The financial institution

released a new report, titled “Quality
Education Counts for Skills and
Growth”, offering highlighting key
areas where system-wide changes
are needed. It said while early child-
hood education is essential to a
child’s development as it builds the
foundation for primary schooling,
unlike primary and secondary edu-
cation “there has been no national
push for pre-school education.”

• Jamaica’s P.M. ordered to testify
Jamaica’s Constitutional Court

has ruled that there were no
grounds to prevent Prime Minister
Portia Simpson Miller and several
senior politicians from answering in
the case in which a Dutch-based
company is accused of making an
illegal payment to a previous
People’s National Party (PNP)
administration.

The court ruled Simpson Miller,
PNP Chairman Robert Pickersgill,
Energy Minister Phillip Paulwell, for-
mer parliamentarian Colin Campbell
and businessman Norton Hinds
should testify in the Trafigura case.

Compiled from various sources,
including CMC.

Æ

Clinton

(Continued from page 4)



CARNIVAL

Caribbean fever hits South
Florida this month with the
Miami Broward Carnival on
Oct. 13.

For more information, visit
miamibrowardcarnival.com.

ORLANDO JERK FEST

The second annual Orlando
“Jerk and Caribbean Culture
Festival” will be held from noon
to 8 p.m. Oct. 20 at Orlando
Festival Park, 2911 E. Robinson
St., Orlando, Florida.

For more information, call
561-247-1366 or 1-866-232-0001
or visit www.orlandojerkfesti-
val.com.

JAMAICAN ON 

‘THE VOICE’

Tessanne Chin was among
the impressive performers on
the popular television United

States talent show “The Voice”
last month.

The Jamaican singer earned

high accolades from the show’s
panel of celebrity “coaches” for

her audition performance of
Pink’s hit song “Try”. Chin’s
performance enabled her to
advance to the battle rounds of
The Voice. The winner of the
competition receives a recording
contract.

SPARROW RESPONDS

The family of Slinger
Francisco, widely regarded as the
“Calypso King of the World”,
says the “Mighty Sparrow” is
responding well to treatment
after he was admitted to a New
York hospital several weeks ago
in a coma.

“He should be up and
about soon but not too soon,”
said his daughter Nicole
Robinson last month.

BLAISE PASCAL DIES

St. Lucian cultural icon and
international opera singer Blaise
Pascal died in New York after a
10-week illness, family sources
confirmed late last month. He
was 38.

NATIONAL HONOR

Irwine Clare, who has
served the Jamaican diaspora in
the United States for years, will
be among the recipients a
national honor from his home-
land this month.

Clare is scheduled to
receive Jamaica’s Order of
Distinction,
Officer
Class, at the
country’s
National
Awards
Ceremony
on Oct. 21
at Kings
House.

Clare is
well known
in the
Jamaican
community in the U.S., particu-
larly in the northeast, for his
advocacy in immigration, most

notably through his Caribbean
Immigration Services (CIS), his
charitable work through the
organization he founded, Team
Jamaica Bickle, and as a former
host of Caribbean Lifestyle
(CLM) TV. His efforts have
helped to strengthen the connec-
tion between Jamaica’s citizens
in the homeland and diaspora.

KINGSTON SETTLES

Jamaican American singer
Sean Kingston has reportedly
settled a claim with a 22-year-
old woman out of court.
Kingston settled the case with
Carissa Capeloto last month.
She was suing him for allegedly
gang raping her in his hotel
room following a performance
at a Justin Bieber concert in
2010.

EDUCATIONAL FAIR

The South Florida City of
Miramar will present a “Life
after High School Educational
Fair from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct.
12 at the Miramar Multi-Service
Complex, 6700 Miramar
Parkway.

This year’s fair is designed
to provide high school students
and their families with the infor-
mation and resources they need
to make choices for their future. 

For more information, call
Stephanie McNeil at 954-889-
2701 or e-mail at
smcneil@ci.miramar.fl.us.

CUBA ON CANVAS

Three exhibitions offering
historical and contemporary per-
spectives on the art and artists of
Cuba are scheduled to open this
month at the Patricia & Phillip
Frost Art Museum at Florida
International University (FIU) in
Miami.

A reception to mark the
exhibitions’ opening will be held
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Oct. 16 at
the museum. Featured will be
Humberto Castro’s “Tracing

Antilles”; “Eternal Cuba: The
Darlene M. & Jorge M. Pérez
Collection at FIU”; and “From
Africa to the Americas”.

For more information, visit
http://thefrost.fiu.edu or call
305-348-2890.

FOOD SHOW

The vibrant and diverse cul-
tures of the Caribbean and
Latin America will take center
stage at the World Trade Center
Miami’s 17th Americas Food
and Beverage Show this month.

More than 500 top food
producers from 22 countries,
each showcasing products,
recipes and delicacies, are
scheduled to participate Oct. 28
and 29.

JABA GALA

The Jamaican American
Bar Association will honor dig-
nitaries of the bench, bar and
the professional community at
its annual “Grand Gala Ball &
Awards Ceremony” next month.

The event, with Jamaican
comedian Oliver Samuels as
master of ceremonies, will be
held Nov. 2 at the Sheraton
Hotel, 1825 Griffin Road,
Dania, Florida.

Reception begins 6:30 p.m.;
dinner and awards 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call
305-510-3870.

‘MISSA CARIBE’ 

The Trinidad and Tobago
community of Coral Springs,
Florida will celebrate “Missa
Caribe: A Caribbean Folk Mass”
on Nov. 17 at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church.

Archbishop Joseph Harris
of Port of Spain will be the chief
celebrant.

For more information,
call 954-707-7402.

Compiled from various sources.

Æ
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U.S. government shutdown affects Caribbean Americans
Caribbean Americans, and
visitors to the United States,
felt the negative effects of the
Sept. 30 shutdown of the U.S.
government.

Beginning Oct. 1, the
shutdown, which occurred
when both chambers of the
U.S. Congress could not
agree and pass a continuing
resolution to fund the gov-
ernment, resulted in possibly
800,000 federal workers
being furloughed, others
working but not being paid
on time and government
facilities, for example parks
and national monuments,
being closed.

Among the services which
directly affected Caribbean
people in the U.S. during the
shutdown – which continued
up to press time - were pass-
port applications offered in
certain buildings operated by

the government.

FALLOUT
According to information

obtained by MSNBC, other
drawbacks from a U.S. gov-
ernment shutdown are as fol-
lows:

The head of the
Environmental Protection
Agency said the regulator
would effectively shut down
without a deal to fund the
government. The EPA would-
n’t be able to pay its employ-
ees and most of its regulatory
functions would be put on
hold until a deal is reached in
Congress.

The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention would have to halt
a critical seasonal influenza
program that monitors the
spread of the flu.

The Special Supplemental

Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children,
a program to provide healthy
food for low-income pregnant
women and new moms would
have its federal funding cut.

Shutdown would “likely
add to the budget deficit,”
according to Bank of America
Merrill Lynch economist
Ethan Harris.

Most routine food safety
inspections would be sus-
pended.

Most U.S. Labor
Department investigations
into workplace safety and dis-
crimination would cease.\
U.S. national parks would be
forced to close, as would
Smithsonian Museums, disap-
pointing countless potential
visitors. The National Zoo
would also close.

Æ



MICHELLE CAWLEY

DRESERIS

Haitian-born Vladimir
Laroche  M.D.’s mission to
save and improve lives has
taken him through the years
from Haiti, to Mexico, to
New York, back to Haiti, and
in the Summer of 2013, to
Miami, FL.

“My father is 93. I have
moved here to help him, and
to spend time with him, even
though he’s still very inde-
pendent,” says Dr. Laroche.
“This is a moment in time
with my Dad, and I won’t get
it twice.”

Dr. Laroche, 61, a father
of three, has recently joined
PMC Palmetto Bay, and Dr.
Olive V. Chung-James,
M.D.’s practice in Pinecrest,
FL. He speaks four lan-
guages: French, Haitian
Creole, Spanish and English.

For the past 17 years, he
has been an Attending
Physician at Coler-Goldwater
Specialty Hospital and
Nursing Facility, with the
Department of Health, work-
ing at the Goldwater
Hospital on Roosevelt Island,
New York City (NYC).

“I’ve been working in
pulmonary, rehabilitative,
and post-acute care. These
patients still need a high level
of care. They are not well
enough to go home, but not
sick enough to stay in the
Acute or Intensive Care set-
ting,” says Dr. Laroche.

Coler-Goldwater – cen-
ters of medical excellence –
are two historic, comprehen-
sive specialty care hospitals
and nursing facilities, dedi-
cated to providing quality
sub-acute, rehabilitative and
long-term, post-acute care.

In a few months,
Goldwater Hospital (located
on prime NYC real estate)
may be closing to make way
for Cornell University’s new
engineering campus.

Dr. Laroche’s years of
training and practicing com-
munity medicine in Mexico
were put to the ultimate test
in Haiti, in 2010.

On January 12, 2010, a
catastrophic 7.0 earthquake
hit Port-au-Prince. Dr.
Laroche, an attending physi-
cian at Coler-Goldwater, was
among the first volunteer
physicians to fly to Haiti,
with 53 medical colleagues.

“We made arrangements
the day of the earthquake,
but we couldn’t land. We had
to wait. The devastation was
so great!” says Dr. Laroche.  

“Even now, I can’t
believe it. It’s like a very bad
dream. I don’t feel comfort-
able talking about how bad it
was,” he says. “There was so
much misery. So much sad-

ness! The smells of so much
death were horrible.”

“That’s when I came to
really appreciate Former
President Bill Clinton,” says
Dr. Laroche. “He came to
Haiti with his daughter,
Chelsea. They were helping
us, right after the earthquake
–  working in the devastation
with us – even where fallen
buildings had decomposed
bodies, and the smells were
horrible.”

“Because of all they did,
I have a great deal of respect
for Bill and Chelsea Clinton,
and I told them that. He did
not have to bring his only
daughter into that disaster –
and danger,” says Dr.
Laroche.

“We told President
Clinton what we needed, and
we all worked together. But,
we had no tools. We had no
medicine – except what we
brought with us. It soon ran
out. We had no pharmacy,”
he says. “We had to do emer-
gency surgeries to save peo-
ple’s lives – without pain
medication or anesthetic.
There was no food. All we
had were our hands to try to
help the people.”

“We went to CNN’s
Anderson Cooper who was
there, and he helped us to
tell the world!” says Dr.
Laroche. “Cooper reported
passionately, saying that tons
of supplies were just sitting
on the ground, and not get-
ting to the people. That peo-
ple were dying!”

“Politics – in many soci-
eties, not just Haiti – is like a
cancer that stops the people
from getting what they really
need,” he says.

As a young man growing
up in Haiti, Vladimir
Laroche wanted to join the
military. But, his mother told
him, “No. You’re going to
medical school.”

“Mothers are always
right,” he says. Her advice
changed his life.

Many thousands of criti-
cally ill, needy, and poor peo-
ple in Haiti and Mexico, as
well as those in New York –
and now, South Florida – can
thank his mother for insisting
that he battle illnesses of the
body and mind, and not just
those on the battlefield. His
Mom died a few years ago.

Often, the life and death
medical struggles and chal-
lenges Dr. Laroche has faced
in the past 40-plus years –
and the socio-economic con-
ditions he has saved lives in –
have not been that different
to fighting wars.

In 1973, he left Haiti to
attend medical school at La
Universidad Nacional
Autonoma de Mexico, D.F.,
in Mexico City. He had to

learn Spanish to study medi-
cine. In 1980, he graduated as
a Physician-Surgeon, and
went into private medical
practice in Mexico City, until
1986.

One of the requirements
of being a doctor in Mexico,
he says, is that doctors must
practice community medicine
while they study.

“The goal of community
medicine is for doctors to
bring health and prevention
everywhere – to improve the
quality of their patients’
lives,” he says. “The goal is
the same in each country, but
your challenges depend on
that country’s systems and
resources.”

“When you’re practicing
community medicine, you’re
not just being a doctor.
You’re in schools  – teaching
biology and education. I was
teaching French,” says Dr.
Laroche.

“You are the doctor, the
teacher. You’re
like a priest,
who listens to
your patients’
problems.
You’re the
organizer, who
obtains what
people in that
community
need to
improve their
living condi-
tions,” he says.

“The med-
ical systems in
Mexico and
Haiti are very
different,” says
Dr. Laroche.
“Mexico’s
resources
include oil and
gold," he says.
“Haiti has
always tried to
do the best
with the
resources it
has.”

After grad-
uating, then
working in
Mexico, Dr.
Laroche
returned to
Haiti where he
treated people
with pul-

monary diseases.
“When you have a lung

disease, you won’t just have
one health problem,” he says.
“You have other health
issues. Physicians don’t
expect to see a patient with
pure lung disease, because by
the time they are at that
stage, they probably have
had heart disease, and other
problems, like COPD, asth-
ma, emphysema, tuberculo-
sis, and other pathologies.”

In 1987, Dr. Laroche
received a scholarship from

the United Nations and the
Ministry of Health (Haiti) to
further his medical studies at
the Catholic University of
Louvain La Neuve, in
Belgium. He completed a
Third Academic Cycle in
Population and Development
– one of his areas of expert-
ise and experience.

“This put all of my med-
ical experiences in Mexico
and Haiti into perspective,”
he says. “We learned that

COMMUNITY CALL: Haitian-born doctor rallies to needy patients
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More than a decade 
ago, St. Lucia’s Prime
Minster Dr. Kenny

Anthony proposed a CARI-
COM Commission on
Marijuana. It never gained trac-
tion.

However, a recent letter
sent to Caribbean leaders by
the St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Prime Minister Dr.
Ralph Gonsalves has sparked
renewed debate in the region
on the decriminalization of
marijuana.

In his Sept. 2 letter sent 
to Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Prime Minister Kamla Persad
Bissessar, who is the chair of
the 15-member Caribbean com-
munity (CARICOM) grouping,
Gonsalves called for a “rea-
soned debate” led by
CARICOM’s political and civic
leadership in the context of the
legalization of marijuana for
medical and health purposes in
20 states in the United States.

“In the end, our Caribbean
would consume the medical/
health, cosmetic and other

products derived from marijua-
na, legally grown and pro-
duced, in the USA,” he argued.

HESITATION
But regional leaders, who

met last month, have not gone
heels over Gonsalves’s propos-
als.

Persad Bissessar said a
decision had been taken to
have the Guyana-based CARI-
COM Secretariat conduct fur-
ther research on the medical
and legal implications of
decriminalizing marijuana. She
said the National Drug Council
in Trinidad and Tobago had
developed a concept paper on
the issue and that would be
sent to the Guyana-based sec-
retariat.

“The decision is no deci-
sion on that issue (decriminaliz-
ing marijuana) except to say
much further discussions, much
more consultations in each
other country will take place
before a report is presented in
February next year,” when the
regional leaders meet for their

inter-sessional summit, Persad
Bissessar said.

Gonsalves believes the
region should discuss the mat-
ter in a “sensible focused, non-
hysterical manner.

“After all, the marijuana
plant has a bundle of proven
and potentially beneficial uses,”
he said, making reference to

the work done by the
Jamaican-born chemist and
cancer researcher Dr. Henry
Lowe, who, he said, along with
other Caribbean professionals,
“have been raising their influ-
ential voices in favor of the
legitimate utilization of mari-
juana products for a range of
medical and health purposes.”

COURTING
Antigua and Barbuda’s

Prime Minister Baldwin
Spencer said it made no sense
shying away from the debate 
on the matter.

“If it means we have to
look at this marijuana medici-
nal value of it and it can shape
something that is beneficial for
medicinal purposes, I don’t
think that this is something we
should just frown upon,” said
Spencer.

Dr. Lowe has said that the
Jamaica government should
take a serious look at develop-
ing the medical marijuana
industry as it is missing out on
much needed revenue since it is
not able to benefit from the
wide range of cosmeceutical,
neutraceutical and pharmaceu-
tical products being developed
across the world.

ROLE
“I think Jamaica has got a

clear leadership role in medical
ganja, and I am calling on the

MEDICAL MYSTERY: Caribbean marijuana legalization debate lights up

MICHELLE CAWLEY

DRESERIS

“They told me that Florida
Memorial University’s (FMU)
funds and scholarships have
been cut,” Dwyane Wade Jr.
told dinner guests on Sept. 27.
“So, I’m here because of edu-
cation. I’m here because I
understand that most of the
kids, they look like me.”

Wade joined nearly 650
South Floridians at The
Bonaventure Resort and Spa,
in Weston/Fort Lauderdale, 
for FMU’s 12th Annual
Scholarship Gala. This year’s
theme was “Moving Forward
… The Legacy Continues”.

Honorary guest Wade and
the Wade’s World Foundation
(WWF) collaborated with FMU
– South Florida’s only historical-
ly black university – to raise
scholarship funds for students
who have experienced cutbacks
in educational funding due to
government sequestration.

A three-time National
Basketball Association (NBA)
champion with the Miami
Heat, Wade is hoping to assist
FMU.

“We are about supporting
education, regardless of the
ages of the students,” said
Wade during a pre-gala press
conference.

WHAT’S NEXT
Basketball has helped

Wade accomplish many goals,
but he played down the game’s
importance. 

“I love the sport I play!
It’s done amazing things for
my family,” he explained. 

“Winning a championship

is great. But, you win, you cel-
ebrate, you move on.

“ … Being a parent, being
a father, that really matters.
The love you give your kids,
the lives you’re molding. My
kids are very important to me
… To be able to provide for
them gives me a real fulfill-
ment.”

Juggling fatherhood and a
high profile job is not easy.

“I have no idea how I do
it!” Wade said. “It’s hard being
a parent with a career, and you
can’t do it without help,
whether you’re a single dad, a
single mom, or two parents.”

DAD’S ROLE
What about men who are

not involved in their children’s
lives?

“I’m a firm
advocate of men
stepping up to the
plate and being
men, and raising
their children,” said
Wade. “That’s
what’s most impor-
tant. Relationships
come and go, but
your kids are yours
forever.”
In Mar. 2011,

Wade, who is
divored, was award-
ed sole custody of
his two young sons,
Zaire and Zion.
He’s also raising his
nephew Dahveon.
He was appointed
to U.S. President
Barack Obama’s
task force in 2011 
to support his
Fatherhood &
Mentoring Initiative,

a national parenting program
geared toward encouraging
fathers to become more
involved with their children. 

According to Dr. Roslyn
Clark Artis, interim president
at FMU, a Miami Gardens
institution which offers 41
undergraduate and four gradu-
ate programs, Wade has
become a symbol to follow.

“Dwyane is a role model
for our students,” she said.

OPPORTUNITY
Wade said he understands

the uncertainty that comes
with youth.

“I was just a kid not too
long ago too, and dreaming of
who I wanted to become,” he
told the audience.

“ … The Wade’s World

Foundation, we are about sup-
porting education, supporting
our youth, and supporting our
future. We’re about showing
up, not with words, but with
our actions,” he added.

“ … I tell kids today to
dream big, because I don’t think
I dreamed big enough,” Wade
added. “I surpassed my dreams
a long time ago. I’m making up
new dreams as I go along!”

Wade, who is from
Chicago, Illinois, lamented
large number of kids being
murdered. WWF offers a pro-
gram called “Live the Dream.
Choose to Live”.

“It’s about telling that kid,
‘You can choose to live. You
can choose to put that gun
down; that weapon down,” he
said. “And, you tell them this:
The most powerful weapon in
the world is education.”

Michelle Cawley Dreseris is a
freelance writer for Caribbean
Today.
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Marijuana use takes center stage. 

Photograph by Michelle Cawley Dreseris
Wade is flanked by FMU Vice President Dr. Adrienne
Wright, left, and interim President Dr. Roslyn Clark Artis.

(Continued on page 16)

Street Address: 
9020 SW 152nd Street

Miami, FL 33157
Telephone: (305) 238-2868 

(305) 253-6029
Fax: (305) 252-7843

Toll-Free Fax: 1-866-290-4550
1-800-605-7516 

www.caribbeantoday.com
Send ads to: 

sales@caribbeantoday.com

Vol. 24, Number 11 • oCT. 2013

Peter A Webley
Publisher

Dorothy Chin
Account Executive

CArmen ChAng
Account Executive

PAtriCk riChArDS
Account Executive

AngelA mCelveen
Account Executive

lornA ASenCor
Accounting Manager

SAbrinA moSS-Solomon
Graphic Design

orlando representative
CAlvin "CAl"  AlliSon

407-557-8792.

Opinions expressed by editors and writ-
ers are not necessarily those of thepub-
lisher. Caribbean today, an independ-
ent news   magazine, is published every

month by Caribbean Publishing &
Services, inc. Caribbean today is
not responsible for unsolicited manu-

scripts or photos. To guarantee
return, please include a self-

addressed stamped envelope. 
Articles appearing in Caribbean

today may not be reproduced without
written permission of the editor.



I. JABULANI TAFARI

The March for Jobs and
Freedom took place
in Washington, D.C. on
Wednesday, Aug. 28, 1963.
Organized by a coalition of
civil rights, labor and religious
organizations, it was one of
the largest political rallies for
human rights in United States
history and where Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. delivered his
historic “I Have a Dream”
speech advocating for racial
harmony in America.

The march was in support
of civil and economic
rights for African Americans
and paved the way for
the 1964 Civil Rights Act and
the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 

People travelled to the
1963 March on Washington by
bus, rail, car, plane, bicycle, on
foot, and even by horse. At
least 250,000 ordinary people
– factory workers, farmers,
professionals, athletes, enter-
tainers, college academics,
politicians, bishops, rabbis and
ministers, blacks, whites,
Latinos, Jews – were there.

After King’s speech, most
black people thought that
racial discrimination, preju-
dice and segregation against
them would be eliminated
from American society imme-
diately. However, laws can
only influence overt actions
and not the attitudes and
emotions of people.

NIGHTMARE
Thus, in the half century

since that famous 1963 speech,
the “dream” has turned into a
real “nightmare”. 

Although I concur with
the terminology, “nightmare”
is not my description. The
word was used by King during
a 1965 television interview, a
mere two years after he made
the speech. In a clip I saw only
once, and have been unable to
find anywhere since, King
remarked that his “dream”
was already turning into a
“nightmare”. 

Fifty years later, what
exactly has changed, and is it
for the better or for the
worse? Is the “dream” of
racial justice, equality and har-
mony any nearer to reality?
My answer is a resounding
“no!” King’s “dream” has
been incorporated into the
“American Dream”, but those
with eyes to see can clearly
perceive that the “American
Dream” is a fleeting illusion
that can be pursued but will
never be attained by most
Americans – black or white.
The working poor are only a
paycheck and a pink slip away
from being homeless and hun-

gry and have no earthly
chance of ever attaining the
illusive “dream”.

Fifty years after the march
and 45 years after King was
killed on April 4, 1968, in the
midst of his Poor People’s
Campaign in Memphis, low
wage workers are still seeking
a higher minimum wage and
other standard benefits.
Economic discrimination has
increased. The poor are poorer
and racial discrimination and
profiling is still entrenched,
hence repeated incidents like
the recent Trayvon Martin
killing.

HIJACKED
Fifty years after the

March on Washington, the tra-
ditional black civil rights
movement has been success-
fully hijacked and taken over
by the gay lobby. The banning
of gospel singer and Minister
Donnie McClurkin, Jr. from
the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion is clear proof of my asser-
tion. In 2002, McClurkin, the
senior pastor at the Perfecting
Faith Church in Freeport,
New York, told a Christian
website that due to sexual
abuse during his youth, he had
“struggled” with homosexuali-
ty. He further said he had
rejected that lifestyle and
changed his ways through the
power of God. 

The gay lobby did not
want people like him in the
spotlight at the anniversary
event, and at the insistence of
LBGT activists, McClurkin
was “asked not to attend” the
ceremony as a featured per-
former. The gay lobby speaks
about tolerance and accept-
ance but they attack, bully,
punish and victimize anyone
who dares to disagree with
their platform or anyone who
speaks out against their
lifestyle.

For U.S. President Barack
Obama, the gay agenda clear-
ly trumps the black church
agenda hands down. Brother
Prez does not have the same
moral convictions of King,
who refused to allow the gay
agenda to be openly promoted
on stage at the 1963 march
when he was pressured to do
so by that event’s main organ-
izer, Bayard Rustin – the
black gay intellectual. Obama
is no King.

Obama and key members
of his administration not only
occupied prominent positions
on stage at the anniversary
event, they literally stole the
show. Rather than being the
fulfillment of King’s “dream”,
Obama is actually the fulfill-
ment of the “nightmare”.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - If it
was a movie it would be
another saga in “The Return
Of The Deportees”.

But it’s no Hollywood epic
for the over 300,000 more
immigrant deportees who were
sent back to the Caribbean and
Latin America this fiscal year
by United States immigration
officials, News Americas Now
has learnt.

U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
Enforcement and Removal
Operations (ERO) deporta-
tion statistics obtained and
analyzed by News Americas
for the Caribbean and Latin
America region show that
more than 342,830 deportees –
both criminal and non-crimi-

nals - were deported in fiscal
year 2013, meaning between
Oct. 1, 2012 and Sept. 14,
2013. 

For fiscal year 2012, that
number was 233,943, meaning
100,000 more immigrants were
added to the tens of thousands
who have been sent back to
the region since the changes
to the 1996 U.S. immigration
laws.

BREAKDOWN
The Caribbean’s 2013

deportee total is at 4,707,
while Latin America’s total
stands at 336,681.

The majority of the
deportees to the Caribbean
were sent to the Dominican
Republic - 2,373. Jamaica was
second with 1,046.

The latest deportee num-
bers come as Hispanic advo-
cates urge U.S. President
Barack Obama to defer
deportation. They claim
deportations are tearing apart
families, even as a compre-
hensive immigration reform
bill remains stalled in the
Republican controlled U.S.
House of Representatives. 

With thousands being sent
back to the region annually,
deportation remains a top pri-
ority issue for many countries
in Central America and the
Caribbean. The United Nations
Development Program,
(UNDP) funds a $1 million
International Organization for
Migration (IOM) project in
Haiti to provide deportee rein-
tegration services, including

counseling, vocational training,
skills development, and micro-
credit lending. 

BREAKDOWN
The breakdown of the fis-

cal 2013 year-to-date removals
to the Caribbean, obtained by
News Americas, is as follows: 

Anguilla - 3
Antigua and Barbuda - 21
The Bahamas - 103
Barbados - 26
Bermuda - 16
British Virgin Islands - 5
Cayman Islands - 5
Cuba - 39
Dominica - 22

Dominican Republic - 2,373
Grenada - 11
Guadeloupe - 1
Guyana - 149
Haiti - 480
Jamaica - 1,046
Montserrat - 4
St. Kitts and Nevis - 17
St. Lucia - 17
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines - 25
Suriname - 12
Trinidad and Tobago - 164
Turks and Caicos Islands – 5.

- Edited from News
Americas.

Æ

Has MLK’s dream 
been deferred?

RETURN TO SENDER: Caribbean deportees increase
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More deportees are heading to the Caribbean.
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“The latest deportee num-
bers come as Hispanic
advocates urge U.S.
President Barack Obama to
defer deportation. They
claim deportations are tear-
ing apart families, even as a
comprehensive immigration
reform bill remains
stalled…”



King spoke out loudly
against poverty and the
American war machine, which
is why he was assassinated. In
the late 1960s King was being
demonized by millions of white
and black Americans because
of his stand on these issues.
But would King have been
invited to the 50th anniversary
of his own speech had he been
alive today? Probably not! 

King asked, in a 1967
speech in Atlanta, “Where do
we go from here?” That
depends on what happens to a
“dream” that turns into a
“nightmare”.

In his famous poem “A
Dream Deferred”, Harlem
Renaissance poet/novelist
Langston Hughes asked:
“What happens to a dream
deferred? Does it dry up like
a raisin in the sun? Or fester
like a sore— And then
run? Does it stink like rotten
meat? ... Or does it explode?”
Only time will tell.

I.Jabulani Tafari is a free-
lance writer for Caribbean
Today. The views expressed
here are not necessarily sup-
ported by Caribbean Today.
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You cannot put old age
and youth together
and expect a harmo-

nious relationship, as far as
romance goes.

Even the Bible says that
you cannot put old wine in
new skins and
expect it to
be okay. Or
was that new
wine into old
skins? No
matter how
you cut it, the
old and new
often are
incompatible. 

The age
gap poses so
many prob-
lems for some couples. But
even with the attendant prob-
lems of the chasm that sepa-
rates the two, people still
attempt to cross it. A few may
succeed for a while, but the
majority just can’t.

You see, those couples fail
to look at the big picture and
what fate awaits them with the
passage of Father Time and
Mother Nature. We all know
of the minor problems that
they may encounter, but those
pale in comparison to the fate
that awaits them as the years
roll by.

Sure, the man is in his 40s
hooks up with a girl barely 20.
No big thing, you may think.
But there are minor annoy-
ances that both may experi-
ence even at that stage of the
relationship. They won’t
acknowledge them though,
out of romantic etiquette and

politeness.
First of all, he’ll have a

difficult time communicating
with her as the age difference
is too wide. He can live with
the stares and snide comments
that people make when
they’re out in public and
ignore the hurtful statements
such as, “He must be her
father,” or “Brute, robbing the
cradle.” All that is nothing
compared to what the real age
difference will bring as the
years pile up and he breaks
down.

There’s a song made pop-
ular by Frank Sinatra and Lou
Rawls, titled “It Was a Very
Good Year”. The last verse
goes: “But now the days grow
short, in the autumn of the
year, and now I think of my
life as vintage wine from fine
old kegs, from the brim to the
dregs, and it poured sweet and
clear…it was a very good
year.” That poignant song tells
the tale of youth who grew old
and reflected on his life. The
problem with this though, is
that while the old man is
reflecting on his youth, his
young wife is still living hers.
A man I know in his 70s just
fathered a baby with his 35-
year-old wife. I guess she’ll be
changing both their diapers in
a short while.

DENIAL
Sounds cruel? Not at all.

It’s merely the results of the
age difference that some peo-
ple refuse to heed.

It’s not so bad in the early
years. After all, a man of 45 is

still in his prime and can deal
with a woman who’s in her 20s.
But Father Time rolls on, and
in only one direction … down-
hill. When the man hits 55, he
can still handle the work if he
keeps his body and mind fit.
At 65, she is now 45, in her
prime and still looking good.
He may be okay too, but has
to put in a little more effort to
try and keep up with her.

When he hits 70, she’ll be
50 and still able to run around
the block a few times. He’d
rather walk. But it’s when he
hits 75 that the real problems
start to manifest themselves,
for she is 55, still looks like

she’s in her 40s … and he is 75
and looks it. Now it’s new
wine into old wrinkled skin. If
he makes it to 80, the scenario
becomes almost comical. For,
try as you may, 80 is 80. 

SPEED UP
Those last few years

between 75 and 80 accelerate
like a boulder rolling down-
hill, picking up speed at an
alarming pace. She is now 60,
and a 60-year-old woman can
still be a force to be reckoned
with if she keeps herself in
good shape. That gap between
60 and 80 is more apparent
than the gap between 20 and
40. Now he’s a doddering old
man who can’t even find his
teeth. 

So if it’s a short term fling
that the older man wants with
a girl 30 years his junior, then
more power to him.  After all,
it’s the dream of every man to
have a smoking hot young
thing in his bed at night. It’s
the truth.

No man leaves his wife
for an older woman or remar-

ries with an older bride.
But if it’s a long term rela-

tionship that he seeks with a
girl young enough to be his
daughter, then think again, for
his bedpan and adult diaper
years will be no fun for her
when she’s in her 50s and he
in his 80s.

As for the flip side, where
a man is involved for the long
term with a woman 30 years
his senior ... perish the
thought. He is 50 … she is 80.
Even Oedipus would balk at
the idea. Oedipus, you may
recall from Greek mythology,
fell in love with and married
his mother. I had to explain
that to the younger generation
of course. 

So, like it or not, sugar
coat it all you want, recite plat-
itudes about age is just a num-
ber and 40 is the new 20, and
50 is the new 30 … 80 is still
the new 80. New wine into old
skin … rancid wine.

seido1@hotmail.com
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KATHY BARRETT

The culinary flavors of
the Caribbean are as
diverse as they are bold.

And, over the years, the well-
seasoned, hot and spicy dishes
have become a staple in the
United States, with Central
Florida being no exception.

Open for only two
months, the M & R restaurant
in Kissimmee, on the outskirts
of Orlando, is abuzz with
activity on any given day.
Owner Robert Ferguson, a
native Jamaican from
Bamboo in the parish of St.
Ann, greets every customer
with a big smile and warm
heart as they enter the restau-
rant brashly decorated in the
black green and gold of the
Jamaican flag.

“I came to the States in
1985,” said Ferguson. “I was
up in New York where I was

driving taxis and limousines,
but I came down to Kissimmee
and every time I went into a
Jamaican store, they told me
what they have but they could-
n’t say what the people from
Jamaica needed, because these
people are not Jamaican.

“But to make it work 

you have to understand what
Jamaican and Caribbean peo-
ple want. For Jamaicans they
want sprat (fish), bread pud-
ding and natural mint tea,

Milo.”

POPULAR
M & R is so popular that

it entertains a steady stream
of take-out business. While
the restaurant is unmistakably
Jamaican, Ferguson caters to
everyone.

“What I want when some-
one walks in here you feel at
home even if they have never
been to Jamaica or the
Caribbean,” he said. “I want

people to relax. You must
come in and feel at home.

“They will ask me what I
have and I will say to them:
‘What do you want?’ I will
cater to what the people need,
not what I’m selling.

“In this restaurant we have
people who have never been to
Jamaica but they come inside
and ask: ‘You have jerk chick-
en?’,” he added. “You can get
Red Stripe beer and other
beers from the Caribbean. It’s a
little bit of American, Jamaican
and Hispanic. We serve every-
one, I do a mixture.”

KEY
With the usual Jamaican

meals of jerked chicken and
pork , oxtail, curried goat,
escoveitched fish, ackee and
saltfish and patties, Ferguson
is also passionate about the
ingredients  used to in the
preparation and having access

to them is precious.
“The key is in the season-

ing,” he said. “I have a chef
from Jamaica, one of the best
who knows his seasonings. If
you have your food made one
way today and tomorrow you
come back and the taste is dif-
ferent that will kill the restau-
rant.” 

Although fairly new to
the business Ferguson – a chef
in his own right - is deter-
mined to succeed. As midday
approaches, he takes his place
behind the counter, turns on
his charm.

“What do you want
today?” he said. “Remember
we have everything!”

Story and photographs by
Kathy Barrett, a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.
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Jerk, a product of huge his-toric value, has become -
along with music and sport

stars - one of Jamaica’s most
popular gifts to the world.

Jerk seasoning actually
originated with the Tainos, the
earliest documented people to
have discovered and inhabited
Jamaica and most of the
Caribbean. They used jerk to
preserve meat as they carried it
over long distances.

The arrival of the
Europeans brought disaster to

the Tainos and enslaved
Africans. Many of the
Africans escaped to join sur-
viving Tainos. Soon jerk
became a necessary tool as
the Maroons, descendants of
slaves, executed guerilla war-
fare against the British in
Jamaica and the French in
Haiti from the 1600s to 1800s.
Jerk food helped Maroons to
stay in hiding for long periods. 

Today, jerk seasoned food
has been highly popular. There
are events throughout the
Caribbean and the Jamaican
diaspora that celebrate it. Jerk
festivals have become some of
the largest Caribbean-related
events around the world.
Florida hosts one of the largest
in North America.

FESTIVAL
The annual Grace Jamaican

Jerk Festival will be held Nov.
10 at the Markham Park in
Sunrise, Broward County. Now
in its 12th year, the festival is a
huge attraction, averaging a
turnout of 17,000 persons per
year. It offers a variety of jerk
food and entertainment.

This year, a week of activi-
ties has been scheduled leading
up to the festival. It starts with
the Hot Trot 5K Run/Walk at
Markham Park on Nov. 3, fea-
turing Jamaica Olympic and
World sprint champion Shelly-
Ann Fraser. This will be fol-
lowed by the Jerk Cooking
Class from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Nov. 5, where culinary experts
from Publix Apron’s Cooking
School will be present.

Nov. 6 will feature a “Taste
of Jamaica” at the University
of Miami from noon to 2 p.m.
On Nov. 9, the “Rum, Wine
and Jerk - A Taste of the
Caribbean”, showcasing rum
and wine producers, along with
Caribbean chefs and world
renowned Jamaican jazz pianist
Monty Alexander, will be held.

GOAL
The festival is organized by

Jamaican Jerk Festival USA,
Inc founders Eddy Edwards
and Sydney Roberts, supported
by a team of Richard Lue,
Abdul Muhsin, June Minto,

Richard Elcock and Bridget
Provost-Edwards.

“It is the goal of the
Jamaican Jerk Festival USA,
Inc. to set standards and work
with other organizations in pro-
moting this uniquely Jamaican
culinary art form, maintaining
and protecting its authenticity
globally,” said Edwards.

According to Edwards, the
idea for a jerk festival emerged
because “the market was
crowded with reggae concerts
and we decided to create some-
thing different with a much

broader appeal.”
He recalled the early years

of the festival, which attracted
“only seven vendors and over
4,000 patrons.

“It is funny now, but at
that time it was just chaos,”
said Edwards. “I also remem-
ber having the jerk master
from Boston, Jamaica doing a
jerk pork demonstration and
offering samples.  He was
swamped. I thought to myself,
I did not know that so many
persons eat pork.”

MILESTONES
In a dozen years, the

Florida festival has notched
some milestones.

“(They) include signing
Grace Foods as title sponsor,
landing Publix as a presenting
sponsor and having over 10,000
patrons attend the event,” he
said. “Moving to Markham
Park from C. B. Smith Park
was also another milestone
moment.”

Edwards claimed feedback

JERK JOINT: Sumptuous Jamaican delight spices up Florida festival
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A jerk festival vendor keeps the fire
burning.

Oxtails, rice and peas with vegetables. A dish of fish

COOK AND CURRY: M & R brings Caribbean taste to Central Florida

(Continued on page 12)



Food lovers across the globe
are being offered a chance to
explore and enjoy Jamaican
cooking in the comfort of
their homes.

Starting last month, with
the Jamaica Tourist Board’s
(JTB) launch of its Island
Potluck Series, sisters Michelle
and Suzanne Rousseau, in the
12-part series scheduled to run
every other Thursday on the
JTB’s YouTube channels, will
participate in making some the
best dishes originating from
the Caribbean country.

The series highlights dif-
ferent elements of Jamaican
culture and cuisine as the
women travel across the
island, showcasing well known
as well as new cuisine options,
personalities and places – all
part of Jamaica’s melting pot
of culture.

“The Jamaica Tourist
Board is happy to partner
with the Rousseau sisters on
this initiative which showcases
the cultural diversity of our
destination,” said John Lynch,
Jamaica’s director of tourism.

“Our hope is that this
series will entice and engage
visitors with an interest in
Jamaica’s rich culinary her-
itage, which has been heavily
influenced by our multicultur-

al legacy.”

FRESH
The Rousseau sisters, 

who serve as hosts of Island
Potluck, have worked in cater-
ing in Jamaica for the past 
19 years. They have served
meals to a plethora of per-
sons, including the Prince of
Wales, as well as catered pri-
vate dinner parties and diplo-
matic functions.

With an emphasis on
using traditional local ingredi-
ents in unconventional ways,
they offer a fresh spin on
authentic Jamaican food.

A number of online activ-
ities are planned to coincide
with the series.  A trailer is
available for viewing at Island
Potluck. 

The aim is to allow view-
ers to see the landscape of
Jamaica like a dinner table,
with dishes unique to each
corner of the island. They will
also learn about the history of
the island’s food, and how
Jamaica’s multi-ethnic mix of
people contributes to a blend
of foods.

For more information 
on the series, visit the JTB’s
Island Buzz blog. 

Æ

from patrons has been mainly
positive.

“It is interesting to hear
the various opinions, as differ-
ent people have a different
experience at the festival,” he
explained.

“Some come to enjoy the
food, while others come for the
entertainment. Most people

talk about the family-friendly
atmosphere and meeting with
friends they have not seen for
years.

“Some folks come in the
evening just to enjoy the main
stage concert,” he added.
This year’s entertainment pro-
gram includes the reggae group
Morgan Heritage, singer
Etana, the Jamaican band Fab
5, and singer Johnny

Osbourne.
For more information, call

Jamaican Jerk Festival USA,
Inc. at 786-361-1103, e-mail
JerkFestivalinfo@jerkfestival.co
m or visit www.jerkfestival.com.

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

JTB launches ‘Island Potluck’ JERK JOINT: Sumptuous Jamaican delight spices up Florida festival
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Thousands of Caribbean
Americans can now
access the new health-

insurance exchanges under the
Affordable Care Act (ACA)
in the United States, which
opened for enrollment on Oct.
1.

Here’s some of what 
you need to know about
“Obamacare” edited from a
story published by MSNBC
online late last month:

Got insurance already?
No worry.

Most Americans - 58 
percent of non-elderly - get
health insurance through an
employer, and 32 percent get
government-sponsored insur-
ance such as Medicare or
Medicaid. The U.S. Census
Department says about 15
percent of Americans don’t
have health insurance and
these are the people who
should be either buying 
health insurance on the new
exchanges, or getting it
through Medicaid in the states
that are offering it to more
people.

The opening of the
exchanges doesn’t affect any-
one who already has insur-
ance. The law does change
some of the rules regarding

health insurance, but the only
that happened Oct. 1 is the
opening of the exchanges.
Other changes go into effect
Jan. 1.

There are cases of
employers who have decided
their workers will be better 
off buying insurance on the
exchanges. This may be
because the federal subsidies
would actually lower costs for
them. If you have workplace-
sponsored insurance, your
employer must give you a 
letter detailing what your
options are.

What are these
exchanges?

The exchanges are a new
way to buy health insurance
that let people compare the
plans available to them and to

also see, within minutes,
whether the federal gov-
ernment will pay for part
of the premiums. At the
same time, the sites
check to make sure peo-
ple are telling the truth
about their income and
employment.

How much will it
cost? 
The prices vary based

on the different plans - a
lot like employer-provid-
ed insurance works now.

There are four tiers of cover-
age: bronze, silver, gold and
platinum. The bronze plans
usually charge lower premi-
ums, but then you’ll be
charged a higher co-pay,
which means you pay each
time you see a doctor or other
provider, each time you fill a
prescription, or each time you
have a procedure.

The platinum plans
charge the highest premiums,
but provide much more care
before the patient has to pay a
share. In some places, young
adults can also buy bare-bones
catastrophic insurance for
people who really think they’ll
only need health care if they
have an accident.

A lot depends on where
you live. In some counties, a

family of four with an income
of $50,000 may pay $11 a
month for a low-level silver
plan. In other places a similar
family might pay $280 a month
for the same plan. This is
because care costs more in dif-
ferent places. You can give the
federal government site a run
now at www.healthcare.gov.

Will the plans be expen-
sive - more than plans cost
now?

Some of the bare-bones
plans are likely to cost more
than the minimal-coverage
plans on the market now, but

that’s because you get much
more coverage. Many of the
plans available now don’t pro-
vide much coverage, and can
stop paying for services once
patients start running up bills.
The ACA requires insurers to
provide a basic level of care,
which includes free preventive
services such as vaccines,
mammograms and wellness
checkups. They cannot cap
your coverage and they can’t
charge you more just because
you are a woman, for instance.

‘OBAMACARE’: U.S. rolls out Affordable Care Act to provide health insurance

CARIBBEAN TODAY •  OCTOBER 2013• 13

FALL HEALTH
~ A CARIBBEAN TODAY SPECIAL FEATURE

‘Obamacare’ discussion on Oct. 15
Healthcare experts will be in
Florida to discuss potential
challenges and opportunities
under the Affordable Care
Act (ACA) in the United
States during panel discus-
sions this month.

Representatives of tech-
nology companies will also
discuss ways in which they
have turned the ACA into a
business opportunity, while
others will discuss its impact
on their business planning.

Affordable Care Act:
Small Business Challenges

and Opportunities” will be
presented by the Research
Park at Florida Atlantic
University 8:30 a.m. to noon
Oct. 15 at the Wyndham
Hotel, 1950 Glades Rd., Boca
Raton, Florida.

Among the scheduled
panelists are Justin Altmire,
senior vice president for pub-
lic policy at Florida Blue and
a former U.S. congressman,
who was involved in creating
the ACA.  

Æ

More people can now access health care.

(Continued on page 17)



The Miami-Dade County
Parks, Recreation and Open
Space Department is aiming
to make fitness fun for chil-
dren ages six to 14 by inviting
parents to enroll them in its
“Fit2Play®: Health, Wellness
and Obesity Prevention”
After-School and Out-of-
School Program”, which is
currently underway.

The program is designed
for kids to discover the “fun”
in fitness and develop healthy
habits for a lifetime.  It
includes supervised activities
focused on fitness, nutrition
and wellness, plus developing
appreciation of nature, sci-
ence and the cultural arts. 

Miami-Dade County
Parks’ Fit2Play® program is
scheduled for Mondays
through Fridays, 2 p.m. to 6
p.m. through June 6, 2014,
throughout the school year
and school vacation breaks, at
37 Miami-Dade park locations.

For information about
Miami-Dade County Parks
and their programs, call 3-1-1
or visit www.miamidade.gov/
parks/.

Æ

UNITED NATIONS – The
Caribbean, which ranks sec-
ond behind sub-Saharan
Africa for HIV/AIDS infec-
tion rates, has led the world in
reducing the number of new
infections between 2005 and
2011, according to a new
United Nations report
released here last month.

The Joint U.N. Program
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) said
an estimated 2.3 million adults
and children were newly infect-
ed with HIV in 2012, repre-
senting a 33 percent reduction
in annual new cases compared
to 2001.

In the same time period,
new HIV infections among
children fell 52 percent to
260,000 in 2012, UNAIDS said,
noting, however, that deaths
from AIDS-related illnesses in
the Caribbean fell by 48 per-
cent. 

UNAIDS said the
Caribbean has led the world in
reducing the number of new
infections with the rate falling
by 42 percent between 2005
and 2011.  

“Certainly, in the region,
there has been substantial
progress in the past 10 years or
so,” said Michel de Groulard, a
senior programme advisor at
UNAIDS’s Caribbean office in
Trinidad and Tobago.

Æ

D’Limers to mark 10th year in breast cancer awareness
D’Limers Race for the Cure, a
coalition of Caribbean
American businesses and organ-
izations, will celebrate its 10th
anniversary of raising breast
cancer awareness and funds for
research at this month’s 18th
annual Komen Miami/Fort
Lauderdale Race for the Cure.

The event will be held Oct.
19. D’ Limers are scheduled to
gather at Bayfront Park, down-
town Miami.

“We have built a strong

emotional network of support
for other friends and families
who encounter the challenges
and impact of breast cancer,”
said Carla Hill, a six-year breast
cancer survivor and founding
team captain of D’ Limers.

“We look forward to the
fellowship with each other and
remind ourselves of the pre-
cious moments in life.” 

After the walk/run, the D’
Limers will participate in a
Caribbean brunch.

Team partners include
Bilmor Advertising with
Specialties, delancyhill, P.A.,
Jamaica Tourist Board,
SouthFloridaCaribbeanNews.Co
m, Riddims Marketing, Glow
Salon,  Trudy Armand Events, B
Side Entertainment, Caribbean
Bar Association, Florida
Caribbean Students Association
(FCSA), Foxx Creations
Entertainment, Best of the Best
Concert, Invizio, Jewel Miami’s
OASIS Cooler Fete, Six Axis

Entertainment, Tammy Lynn’s
Pure Essence, Aifos Agency,
Miss Miami Broward Carnival
Pageant, Leasa Industries ,
Ocho Rios Miami, Spoken Soul
Festival , FUNKdalena, Social
Esquire, Kischa Gallimore,
Ascension Mas, and Wassi Ones.

To register with D’ Limers,
visit http://bit.ly/1bFXjcE.
For more information, call 
786-777-0184.

Æ

Miami-Dade offers
fitness for children

Caribbean HIV/
AIDS decline
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being a physician was not
just about treating the
patient in front of us, but
that we had to look at other
problems, including sanita-
tion, clean water, literacy,
population growth and densi-
ty, and other issues.”

Dr. Laroche worked with
the UN in Africa, then
returned to work for the
Haitian Ministry of Public
Health and Population until
1991, when he received an
internship in Internal
Medicine at Woodhull
Hospital in New York City.
There, he continued learning
and adapting to a new
American culture, and med-
ical system. He was also an
attending physician in the
Ambulatory Care
Department at Woodhull,
and at Montifiore/Rikers in
NYC before joining Coler-
Goldwater.

Does he think that the
controversial Affordable
Care Act (ACA) – that came
into effect on Oct. 1, 2013 –
is a type of community medi-
cine?

“I don’t like politics. I

have not read the whole law.
But, when you direct that
everyone should be getting
health care, you are directing
them to think about, and
take care of the community.
That is good for everyone,”
says Dr. Laroche.

“If you’re sick, and I give
you medication. But, you’re
poor, illiterate, and hungry,
what will happen to you?” he
says. “You need food, clean
water, and education to
understand what is wrong
with you,” he says. “Doctors
must take time to listen to
their patients, and explain
things. We must understand
our patients’ environmental
issues, so that their health
outcomes can improve.”

“We have to show our
patients that we care about
them,” says Dr. Laroche.
“Doctors have to treat the
whole patient. Then, they
will trust us, and follow our
medical recommendations.”

Story and photograph by
Michelle Cawley Dreseris, a
freelance writer for
Caribbean Today.

Æ

Miami Dade College (MDC)
will host a series of “Enroll
America” health insurance
workshops to provide informa-
tion and assistance to students
and the community regarding
the Affordable Care Act.

Florida’s insurance market-
place will offer new health
plans for individuals without
insurance that cover the basics
– doctor visits, hospital stays,
preventive care, prescriptions

and more.
Trained representatives

will help guide MDC students,
eligible family members, and
the community at large, and
provide them with resources to
aid in the application and
enrollment process for the
selection of the optimal health
insurance plan. The workshops
will take place in computer
courtyards where participants
will have the opportunity to

apply. 
MDC students may bene-

fit from the new no- and low-
cost health insurance options
that will be available including:
the ability to join a parent’s
plan until age 26; tax credits to
help pay for health insurance;
improved student health insur-
ance plans; and catastrophic
plans that provide emergency
coverage at a lower, upfront
cost. No one will be turned

away for having a pre-existing
condition.

Below is a list of times and
dates for Enroll America work-
shops:

Nov. 7, 6-9 p.m. - 
Wolfson Campus, Computer
Courtyard/Building 2, Second
Floor, 300 N.E. Second Ave.

Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. -
North Campus, Computer
Courtyard/Building 2, First
Floor 11380 N.W. 27th Ave.

Nov. 23, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. -
Kendall Campus, Computer
Courtyard/Building 2, First
Floor, 11011 S.W. 104 St.

The workshops are free
and open to the public, but
space is limited.

Review the schedule and
make reservations by visiting
www.getcoveredamerica.org/pa
ges/health-insurance-market-
places-workshop.

Æ

Government of Jamaica -
including the parliamentary
Opposition - to take a look at
this, so we can move forward
and do what we need to do …
because it has real potential,”
Dr. Lowe told a forum.

He said while the cultiva-
tion of marijuana is illegal and
most of the debate has been
centered on the smoking of
marijuana, emphasis must now
shift to the medical and exten-
sion, economic potential for
Jamaica. 

But medical practitioner
and government legislator Dr.

Dayton Campbell, speaking in
the Jamaica Parliament,
warned of the ill and wide-
ranging negative effect of
decriminalizing marijuana.

“A number of studies have
shown an association between
chronic marijuana use and
mental illness,” he said. “High
doses of marijuana can produce
a temporary psychotic reaction
(involving hallucinations and
paranoia) in some users, and
using marijuana can worsen the
course of illness in patients with
schizophrenia.”

Campbell also told legisla-
tors that a three-month study 
of trauma victims at the

University Hospital of the West
Indies showed that marijuana
was the most prevalent sub-
stance found in their bodies.
He said 50 percent of the trau-
ma victims had the marijuana
in their system, as against 43
percent of alcohol found in the
bodies of crash victims.

“So we have this impres-
sion that it is drinking and driv-
ing that is the main reason for
some of our road traffic acci-
dents,” said Campbell, adding
that the data had proved other-
wise.

DEBATE
Andre De Caires, chairman

of the Cannabis Movement in
St. Lucia, said the region should
debate the merits and demerits
of decriminalizing marijuana.

“We in St. Lucia have been
fighting for the cause for the
past 15 years and we have been
educating our population. So
more than all the other CARI-
COM states, St. Lucia is in the
best position to take the lead
on this issue,” he said.

But T&T’s chief justice
ignited the debate even further,
when at the start of the new
law term last month, he sug-
gested that consideration
should be given to decriminaliz-
ing simple marijuana possession
in a bid to reduce the burden
placed upon the judiciary.

“This is not a moral judg-
ment although one might
observe that marijuana con-
sumption probably wreaks no

more havoc than alcohol addic-
tion but we provide support for
one and punishment for the
other,” he said, noting that “the
consensus about many of the
assumptions about the effects
of marijuana in particular is
unraveling. 

“So much so that CNN’s
Dr. Sanjay Gupta recently pub-
licly changed his stance on the
issue” he told his fellow judges.

Attorney General Anand
Ramlogan, appearing on a tel-
evision program here, said the
coalition government here
would welcome a healthy
debate on the need to legalize
marijuana and that the chief
justice was “clearly thinking
outside the box.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Haitian-born doctor rallies to needy patients

‘ENROLL AMERICA’: MDC to host Affordable Care Act workshops 

MEDICAL MYSTERY: Caribbean marijuana legalization debate lights up
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Miami-Dade County govern-
ment is going pink this month.
The county is scheduled to
host and support a number of
events to raise awareness of
breast cancer in October.

“We are committed to
raising awareness of breast
cancer, and join all members
of our community and our
loved ones in supporting pro-
grams that help save lives and
give hope,” said Miami-Dade
County Mayor Carlos A.
Gimenez last month.  

“Hope and awareness are
the greatest weapons we have
in the fight against breast can-
cer, which affects so many
women every year,” said

Miami-Dade Board of County
Commissioners Chairwoman
Rebeca Sosa.

“As a breast cancer sur-
vivor, I am committed to sup-
porting the county’s ongoing
efforts to promote early detec-
tion and prevention and to lend
a hand to organizations that are
championing this cause, because
we can make a difference.”

LEADERSHIP
“I am delighted that

Miami-Dade County annually
takes a leadership role in
breast cancer awareness,” said
Miami-Dade County District
4 Commissioner Sally A.
Heyman.  “As a survivor, I

intend to participate in the
walk for my 20th year.”

Among the  county’s
events are:

Oct. 4 – “Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer
Bazaar”, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in the Stephen P. Clark Center
Lobby, 111 N.W. 1st St. in
Miami.

Oct. 18 – “Miami-Dade
County Wellness Fair”, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., in the
Stephen P. Clark Center
Lobby.  Residents and visitors
will have an opportunity to
participate engage wellness
activities coordinated by coun-
ty departments, non-for profit
organizations and local ven-

dors, who will share products
and educational material to
promote healthy lifestyles.

WALK
Miami-Dade County is

also sponsoring the American
Cancer Society’s “Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer
Walk” on Nov. 9 at Marlins
Park, 501 N.W. 16th Ave. in
Miami.

County teams, comprised
of employees, are expected to
participate in the fundraising
event.

For more information or
to sign up for the walk, visit
http://www.cancer.org.

Æ

Can people get help pay-
ing for the insurance?

Many people can get a
federal government subsidy. It
depends on how much you
make and your family size,
but the subsidies can be very
generous. It’s a complicated
formula but families with
incomes of up to $94,000
might get a subsidy.

There’s a big exception
for people who make very lit-
tle money. The law assumed
that states would expand
Medicaid to cover people who
earn less than 138 percent of
the federal poverty level,
which works out to $16,000
for an individual or $32,500
for a family of four. But the
Supreme Court ruled that
states don’t have to, and many
states won’t. These people
also don’t qualify for subsidies
if they make less than the fed-
eral poverty level, and right
now they are stuck. They’ll
either have to pay full price

on the exchanges, or go with-
out insurance.

If your employer offers
adequate insurance, but you
decide to go to the exchanges
to buy some anyway, you can’t
get a subsidy. But you may
qualify for one if the insur-
ance you have now isn’t ade-
quate.

What if I don’t want to
pay?

Technically, you’ll have to
pay a fine, which varies
depending on your income.
The U.S. Supreme Court says
it’s a tax. The Internal
Revenue Service can take the
money out of any refund you
have coming.

What if I’m already sick?
That’s called a pre-exist-

ing condition. Right now,
insurance companies can
refuse to cover you if you’re
sick, or they can refuse to pay
for care for some condition,
such as diabetes, if you had it
before you bought insurance.
Not anymore. Now insurers
have to cover everyone,

regardless of their health or
previous illnesses.

What about if people are
too busy to sign up Oct. 1?

People have six months to
sign up for health insurance
during what’s called open
enrollment. If you get signed
up by Dec. 15, you can start
using your insurance on Jan.
1, 2014.

Where to get started. 
Anyone can go online and

sign up at https://www.health-
care.gov/. States that are offer-
ing health insurance have their
own sites. Various privately
funded groups like Enroll
America  also have websites to
help people sign up.

Æ

Miami-Dade to mark breast cancer awareness in October World Bank
invests in
Caribbean

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
World Bank Group President
Jim Yong Kim has announced
that the lending agency plans
to invest at least $700 million
through the end of 2015 to
help developing countries,
including the Caribbean, 
reach the United Nations’
Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) for women
and children’s health.

Kim said this new fund-
ing, from the International
Development Association
(IDA), the World Bank
Group’s fund for the poorest
countries, will enable “nation-
al scale-ups” of successful
pilot reproductive, maternal,
and child health projects that
were made possible by sup-
port from the Bank Group’s
Health Results Innovation
Trust Fund (HRITF) and
IDA.

Æ
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NASSAU, Bahamas – Forty
Bahamian women will be laud-
ed by a local governing body
for their contributions in local
sports.

The Women and Sports
Commission of The Bahamas
Olympic Committee (BOC)
will award the outstanding
sportswomen at a gala banquet,
under the theme “Celebrating

the Success of Women in
Sports”, at a date to be
announced.

BOC Women and Sports
Commission Chairman Cora
Hepburn said the recognition
will be held under the patron-
age of Betty Cole, swimming
icon and sports philanthropist,
and Cynthia Pratt, former
deputy prime minister, out-
standing athlete, coach and
mentor.

The list of honorees will
also be announced at a later
date.

“The BOC, through the
mandate of the president,
Wellington Miller, has set the
example for women’s involve-
ment in sports,” she said.

HISTORY
Hepburn made history in

2012 when she became the first
female elected to the post of

BOC vice president in over 60
years.

“Since my election to office
as vice president of the BOC, I
have been tasked by the presi-
dent to chair the Women and
Sports Commission. Having
played sports and elevating to
administration, I know and
have experienced first-hand
some of the challenges that we
as women have to confront in
sports,” she said.

“The role of the Woman
And Sports Commission is to
advise the BOC executive
board on the policy to deploy
in the area of women in
sports.”

The BOC has always had a
close connection with the issue
of women in sports, as the
Olympic Games has always
been a major platform for the
women of the Bahamas to
make an impact on the local
and international sporting land-
scape.

It was The Bahamas’
“Golden Girls” 4x100 meters
relay team of Pauline Davis-
Thompson, Chandra Sturrup,
Savetheda Fynes and Eldece
Clark-Lewis that won the coun-
try’s first Olympic medal in ath-
letics at the 1996 Atlanta
Games with a silver in the
event. The addition of Debbie
Ferguson-McKenzie saw the
team follow with a gold medal
in 2000 in Greece.

Additionally, The
Bahamas’ only individual gold
medals in athletics were won by
women when Davis-Thompson
won gold in the 200 meters in
Greece and Tonique-Williams
Darling followed in the 400
meters in Athens 2004.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Trinidad and Tobago interna-
tional soccer player Akeem
Adams was listed in critical
condition up to press time
after suffering a heart attack
in Hungary late last month.

Adams, 22, underwent

three surgeries at the
Varosmajori Heart Clinic and
was reportedly placed  on a
mechanical heart due to the
severe damage to his
heart. Reports suggested that
Adams may require a heart
transplant .

The Trinidad and Tobago
Football Association (TTFA)
reported some positive signs
from the player, indicating
there was some movement
from Adams, who plays for
Ferencvaros club.

Adams signed a one-year
contract with Ferencváros in
July with the option of an
additional year.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Jamaican Nicholas “Axeman”
Walters is scheduled to defend
his World Boxing Association
(WBA) featherweight title for
the first time next month in
the United States.

Late last month, Walters’s
hometown newspaper The
Gleaner reported that he had
signed a contract with
American Bob Arum’s Top
Rank promotions company
which will allow him to fight
on Nov. 9 in Corpus Christi,
Texas.

Up to press time an oppo-
nent for Walters had not been
announced.

“After the disappoint-
ment of not being able to sign
a contract to fight in Jamaica,
we are pleased that the long
wait has ended and Nicholas
can now start preparing for
the fight,” Jacques
Deschamps, who manages
Walters, told the newspaper.

“He is anxious to get back
into the ring after a nine-
month lay-off and he will now
be able to show the world that
he is the best featherweight
boxer in the world.”

WIN OR ELSE
Walters knocked out

Colombia’s Daulis Prescott on
Dec. 8, 2012 in Jamaica to win
the title.

The fighter has reportedly

signed with
Top Rank
for five
fights over
two years.
Walters
reportedly
has to keep
winning to
keep the
contract
alive.
“I have

waited a
long time for

this to happen and feel great
that the wait is over,” Walters
was quoted as telling The
Gleaner. “This has been my
longest lay-off since I turned
professional, and I am happy
to end the drought.

“Now that I have signed a
contract, I hope that every-
thing will work itself out.”

Æ

Bahamas plans gala celebration
for successful women in sports

T&T soccer player suffers
heart attack in Hungary

Jamaica’s ‘Axeman’ to defend world boxing title in U.S.

Jamaica’s rapidly vanishing
hopes of becoming the only
Caribbean nation to reach soc-
cer’s World Cup next year will
get a stern test on Oct. 11
when the Reggae Boyz play
the United States in a qualify-
ing match in Kansas City.

Jamaica sits at the bottom
of CONCACAF hexagonal
group of six teams with two
games to go. A draw or loss
against the U.S. will end
Jamaica’s qualifying run. Even
if Jamaica wins against the
Americans, the island nation
must get help from other teams
in the group to sustain any
hope of reaching the game’s
biggest tournament in Brazil.

So far, two teams, the U.S.
and Costa Rica, have already
qualified for the 2014 FIFA

World Cup from the
Caribbean, Central America
and North America group.
One other automatic qualify-
ing spot – third in the hexago-
nal – remains open, but it’s not
possible for Jamaica to get it,

based on its total
points so far.
Instead, the

Boyz are hoping
to secure fourth
place, a mammoth
task, considering
that three other
countries –
Honduras, Mexico
and Panama- are
well ahead of
them in the stand-
ings. Jamaica has
four points, Mexico
and Panama eight,
and Honduras 11.

Jamaica drew its last two
games, 0-0 with Panama away,
and 1-1 with Costa Rica at
home.

Æ

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
Jamaica, the Caribbean’s top
team, has named a strong 10-
member squad to participate in
this year’s Fast5 World Series
that will be held in Auckland,
New Zealand, Nov. 8-10.

The squad includes top
goal shooters Romelda Aiken
and Jhaniele Fowler, who will
be joined by Paula Thompson,
who last represented Jamaica
at the World Netball
Championships in Singapore in
2011.

Aiken, along with defend-
er Malysha Kelly, are the co-
captains of the Sunshine Girls
team which also includes five
members that won the bronze
medal at the recent World
Youth Netball Championships

(WYNC) in Glasgow,
Scotland.

“I think we will do fairly
well. I think we have a good
set of girls going over there
that will do us very proud,”
said Aiken, who plays for the
Queensland Firebirds in the
ANZ Championships in
Australia and New Zealand.

“We know the task ahead,
and we know what we are
going to come up against, and
so we just need to put it
together as a team.”

MVP
Fowler, regarded as the

best goal shooter in the world,
lit up the ANZ Netball
Championships in New Zealand
this year and was voted the

Most Valuable Player (MVP).
The Jamaican, who plays

for the New Zealand-based
Southern Steel, finished with
666 goals from 709 attempts to
break the league’s record for
most goals in a season. She
also holds the record for most
goals in a game, after netting
65 twice during the season.

The Oberon Pitterson-
Nattie-coached team also
includes Vanessa Walker, along
with national Under-21 captain
Vangelee Williams. Williams
will be joined in the squad by
her national Under-21 team-
mates Shamera Sterling,
Shanice Beckford, Khadijah
Williams and Thristina
Hardwood.

Æ

Caribbean makes last gasp bid for World Cup soccer berth

Jamaica names strong squad for ‘Fast5’ 
world netball tourney in New Zealand
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SPORTS

ACTIoN PACKED
CRICKET DVDs

Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hour
Cricket Legends Viv Richards
ICC Twenty20 World Cup 2012  

West Indies vs New Zealand 2012 One Day                                                                     
Fire in Babylon(Cricket Documentary)

Receive this FREE DVD with each order!!                               
‘An Innings Like No Other”

Call Toll Free 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

Walters

U.S. player Clint Dempsey, left, and Jamaica’s Rodolph
Austin to meet again.

Sturrup
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MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE &
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a

FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans). 

HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381
DISH TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/month (for

12 mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! 

Ask About SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 1-800-438-8168

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra? There’s an Herbal
Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective. VigorCare For
Men the perfect alternative to other products,

with similar results. 60 Pills /99.00 plus S &H 
1-888-886-1041, herbalremedieslive.com

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

*LOWER THAT CABLE BILL! Get Satellite TV
today! FREE System, installation and HD/DVR

upgrade. Programming starting at $19.99. 
Call NOW (800) 795-8649

MOBILE HOME ROOF SPECIALIST Free
Inspections LIC/INS CCC1327406. All Florida

Weatherproofing & Construction. 
1-877-572-1019

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone-
Satellite. You’ve Got A Choice! Options from
ALL major service providers. Call us to learn

more! CALL Today. 888-708-7137

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

ADOPTION - Happily married, loving, profes-
sional couple wishes to give your baby a happy,

secure future. Peter and Tracey. 
1-800-395-5449 Atty Charlotte Danciu

Bar#307084

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, Name

Change …Only One Signature Required!
*Excludes govt. fees! 1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300

Baylor & Associates

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Certified Microsoft Office
Professional! No Experience Needed! SC Train
can get you job ready ASAP! HS Diploma/GED

& PC/Internet needed! 
1-888-212-5888

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Become an
Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA approved

training. Financial aid if qualified, Housing avail-
able. Job placement assistance. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-314-6283.

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAAApproved. Classes
Starting Soon! 1-800-659-2080 NAA.edu

FINANCIAL

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++
within 48/hours? Low rates Apply Now By

Phone! 1-800-568-8321. www.lawcapital.com

Signature Financial has investors who purchase
Seller Financed (private) Mortgage Notes on

Residential and Commercial Properties. 
For more information, at no obligation 

Please Call 727-232-2442

FOR SALE

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS! Buy
Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate Bugs

Guaranteed. No Mess, Odorless, Long Lasting.
Available at Ace Hardware, The Home Depot,

Homedepot.com 

HELP WANTED

CARPET & CERAMIC, Installers Wanted. Year-

round work! Must have 2 yrs. exp., van, tools,
plus Corporation/LLC, GL insurance & be able

to pass background check 1-855-256-3675
recruiting@us-installations.com 

REAL ESTATE

Foreclosed Cabin On 4 Acres! Just $89,900.
Bring your hammer & nails. Great fixer upper

on beautiful wooded rolling land. Enjoy wildlife,
creeks, ponds, lake access. Must see! 

Call 877-888-0267, x.438 

HELEN, GEORGIA - BIG LAND CLEARANCE -
Tracts up to 14acres, creeks. 7acre tracts at
$39,900 Subdividable. Power, water, electric,

approved septic. Oct. 19th Sale. 
1-877-717-5263 ext.592 

NEAR NASHVILLE TN Absolute 330+ Acres
Riverfront Auction Saturday, Oct 19th. Home,
Golfcourse, Greens Equip. McMinnville, TN.

McCarter Auction, Inc. 1-877-282-8467
Auction Lic #335

www.mccarterauction.com

RV Lot Rental South of Vero Beach on A1A.
Beach access, marina, boat ramp, large heated
pool overlooking the ocean, tennis courts and

other activities. Large cement lot with full
hookup. Pet friendly. Available monthly

or by the season. 352-347-3384.

WESTERN NC Owner anxious to sell 1200+ sf
2/2 home on prime mountain property. Slashes
price to $66,900 for quick sale. Paved access.

Needs finishing. Call now 866-738-5522

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 

1-800-871-9638

URGENT Car Title Loans! Get $800 to $50,000
Fast Cash! Apply Now & Get a Quote in

Minutes. Simple and convenient process. Call
Now!!! 1-800-301-6264

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion para
ordenar medicamentos seguros y economicos.

Nuestros servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te proveeran con

ahorros de hasta el 90 en todas las
medicinas que necesites. Llama ahora al 

1-800-261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento 
con tu primer orden ademas

de envio gratuito.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and
affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian

mail order pharmacy will provide you with sav-
ings of up to 90 percent on all your medication
needs. Call today 1-800- 749-6515, for $10.00

off your first prescription and free shipping.

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN

LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated
& Financially Secure

Couples Waiting. Living & Medical
Expenses Paid. Counseling &

Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff! FLORI-

DAADOPTION LAW GROUP, P.A.
Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.

Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. 1-800-
852-0041 Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025) 

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 28
years experience. 1-800-395-5449

www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; FL
Bar # 307084

BECOME A CNA!
1 & 2-wk Programs. English /

Espanol No HS, GED, HHA Required.
Phlebotomy / CPR / PCT Dade /
Broward - 954-889-5910 W. Palm

Beach - 561-840-8804
www.fastCNA.com

Diabetic Test Strips
WANTED!!! TOP PRICES PAID!

Faster-$-$-$-Cash For Local Pickup
Call 813-528-1480 For Free

Shipping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-
0725 tonyteststrips.com

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We’re Local!

HUGE SELECTION
2014 Pontoons Free Delivery in

Florida 25 Years in Business Astor
Marine 24535 State Rd 40 Astor, FL

32102 352-759-3655 

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!
Generous Compensation Paid. 
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 

1-800-395-5449 
www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

FL Bar # 307084 

#1 Supplier! VIAGRA/ CIALIS
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only-
$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE! #1 Male
Enhancement. Discreet Shipping.

Save $500 NOW! 888-800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S

Calvin “Cal” Allison

You can reach "Cal" at 407-557-8792 
or 305-238-2868. or 

calvin@caribbeantoday.com

GOING FURTHER, GIVING YOU MORE.
We cover your world

Caribbean Today is happy to introduce to
you our new representative 
in Orlando



HAMILTON, Bermuda, CMC
- While Bermuda wrestles
with the thorny topic of intro-
ducing casinos to the island,
cruise ship passengers could
soon be allowed to gamble on
board their vessels while in
port.

A bill to allow in-port
gambling was tabled in the
House of Assembly last
month.

The legislation, long
sought by cruise companies,
would permit licensed vessels

to run casinos between 9 p.m.
and 5 a.m. (local time) while
in designated local ports. Only
passengers would be allowed
access to gaming.

License fees would range
from $75,000 to $180,000 per
season for ships making 15 or
more voyages to the island,
and $5,000 to $12,000 for 14
trips or fewer. Ships with a
capacity below 2,000 passen-
gers would get free licensing.

DRAWBACK
The lack of on-board

gaming in Bermuda was
described as the island’s sole
drawback by Norwegian
Cruise Line’s Chief Executive
Officer Kevin Sheehan, when
the giant vessel Breakaway
made its debut voyage here
this summer.

Bermuda Chamber of
Commerce President Ronnie
Viera told reporters the pri-
vate sector’s position in the
past had been that on-shore
casino gambling should be
dealt with before casinos
were allowed to operate
while ships were in port. He
said no consultation had
taken place with the group,

nor had the chamber been
shown the legislation.

“Now that it has been
tabled, we are keen to meet
with the minister to discuss
how licences will be granted
and on what terms,” Viera
added.

REFERENDUM
Government has prom-

ised to hold a national refer-
endum on gaming before next
February’s budget is
announced.

Many leaders in the flag-
ging tourism industry have
called for casinos to be intro-
duced but the island’s influen-
tial churches are generally
opposed to them.

Although Bermuda has
no casinos betting shops oper-
ate in the island. Punters, who
mostly wager on English and
American horse racing and
football pools, have to pay a
20 percent government tax
every time they place a bet.
Crown and anchor, a dice
game, is allowed at a handful
of major cricket matches dur-
ing the season.

Æ

KATHY BARRETT

The cardboard barrel is an all
too familiar sight in homes
across the Caribbean. From
the islands of The Bahamas
in the north, to Guyana and
Suriname on the South
American continent, the bar-
rel is the cornerstone of the
region’s culture. 

Packed with everything
imaginable, including cooking
oil, toothpaste, shower gels
and sardines, barrel shipping
has a long history in the
Caribbean. 

It began in the 1840s,
when Barbadians migrated
to Guyana (then known as
British Guiana) to work in
the sugar cane fields and
sent home barrels filled with
money and food to their
friends and family. 

The practice continued
when migrants from Jamaica,
Barbados and the rest of 
the Caribbean traveled to
Panama in the early 1900s to
help build the Panama Canal.

Sending barrels really took 
off in the United States after
1965, when large groups of
Caribbean people migrated
to the U.S.

DECLINE
In recent years,

however, the steady
flow of barrels to
the Caribbean has
declined. This has
been attributed to
the recession that
not only rocked the
U.S., but countries
throughout the
region.

“My observa-
tion is that each year
it seems as though
there are fewer and
fewer customers,”
explained Roy
Rattray, who owns a
well established
shipping company in Orlando,
Florida.

“I believe that  there are
a number of reasons for this.
The number of people who
migrated in the ‘60s and ‘70s

and beyond have been able to
bring their family members to
the United States, hence the
need was not there to be con-

stantly shipping goods home.”
Rattray, like others, has

attributed the decline to the
recession and also increased
competition in the business.

“A lot of people were
prevented from shipping
every two or three months
(because) the recession has
taken a serious toll,” he said.
“We are not quite out of it yet
because there is still some
residue of the problems asso-
ciated with the recession.

“When I moved into
Orlando there were only two

shipping companies,” he
added. “Today there are
about nine companies in a
radius of about five miles. So

the business has gotten
very competitive, not
only in Central Florida
but throughout the
country.”

HARDSHIPS
The financial hard-
ships are real. In 2012,
officials in Guyana
reported a lower vol-
ume of remittances
and a reduced ship-
ment of barrels and
boxes during the
Christmas season. This
was attributed to cut-
back in hiring in the
U.S. Many Caribbean
immigrants were
forced out of jobs.
Another factor points

to restrictions implemented
by international lending agen-
cies, particularly in the case of
Jamaica.

“The restrictions imple-
mented by the governments is
another roadblock in that
they have cut back on
waivers,” Rattray said. “In
the past a number of compa-
nies enjoyed waivers because
they could ship relatively
freely … International agen-
cies, such as the International
Monetary Fund  (IMF), told
them to cut waiver out so it

has become more difficult for
goods to enter the countries
and then in turn to clear
them.”

MANDATE
Coupled with the devalu-

ation of the Jamaican dollar,
an unspoken mandate to the
shipping organizations in
Jamaica is that of self-suffi-
ciency. The government is no
longer supporting shipping
agencies with a portion of the
budget. As a consequence,
they have to increase their
cost due to the fallout.

Rattray believes the ship-
ping industry will continue to
survive. However, the changes
are so significant that compa-
nies have no choice but to
increase their efficiencies by
being more professional, reli-
able and honest.

“All of these are hall-
marks that will shake up the
marketplace,” he said. “I
believe there will always be a
place for shipping, because
there are some people who
will always be those who will
find the opportunity to ship,
charitable organizations such
as churches, NGOs etc., to
help the people of their coun-
try,” he said.

Kathy Barrett is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Bermuda to allow cruise ship casinos in port

SHIP SHAPE: Is bottom dropping out of the Caribbean barrel business?
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Shipments to Caribbean have slowed.



The artwork “Dancing
Oceans” was recently installed
at Port Everglades, Terminal
26, adding to an art project
began earlier this year by
artists Carlos Alves and part-
ner JC Carroll, through
Broward Cultural Division’s
Public Art & Design Program. 

“Dancing Oceans”
enhances the public art com-
mission, whichbegan with “Wa
ves”, installed in March.

Both parts of the public
art project are integrated
into a renovation of Terminal
26, and designed to work
together and assist with way-
finding by providing visual
cues to passengers, leading
them toward the ship.

Port Everglades is one of
the busiest cruise ports in the
world, with more than 3.7 mil-
lion passengers annually.

Æ

A conference aimed at
increasing two-way trade and
business opportunities for
seaports, airports, maritime
and aviation companies will
be held early next month in
Miami, Florida.

World Trade Center
Miami has announced The
Air Cargo and SeaCargo
Americas, the largest show
and conference in the
Western Hemisphere, is
scheduled for Nov. 6-8.

At the 2011 show and
conference, more than 7,000
international maritime and
aviation executives attended
the show from more than 65
countries, organizers said in a
recent press release. 

Exhibitors at the 2011
show reported more than $101

million in actual and reported
sales and the conference fea-
tured leading executives and
government officials responsi-
ble for the future direction 
of the aviation and maritime
industries in the Americas,
they added.

SECURITY
“What’s Next in Cargo

Security?” will be the focus of
a discussion at 4 p.m. Nov. 6.
Richard Roffman, publisher
of LatinTradeReport.com 
and co-host of the nationally
syndicated radio talk show
“Made in America”, will mod-
erate a panel of experts on
cargo security. The panel will
address the latest regulations,
potential problems and securi-
ty challenges that shippers,

logistics companies and the
international transportation
industry are confronting, as
well as what regulations they
anticipate might be in the
making.

Compliance with all of the
complex security procedures
and data requirements, cargo
theft, embezzlement and lost
cargo place a heavy cost on
shippers, forwarders and carri-
ers are also on the agenda for
discussion.

The panelists include
Mark Hatfield, federal securi-
ty director in the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security; and Douglas Brittin,
secretary general of The
International Air Cargo
Association.

Æ

‘Dancing Oceans’ art leads
the way at Port Everglades

NASSAU, The Bahamas,
CMC – The Bahamas and the
United States have signed a
memorandum of co-operation
on civil aviation security 
for pre-clearance operations
Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) that
local officials said would help
boost the tourism sector.

“This agreement codifies
the terms and conditions
under which the competent
authorities from both govern-
ments will engage in co-opera-

tion activities in the area of
civil aviation, establishing,
among other things, screening
standards, comparable to
those implemented in airports
in the USA, for both passen-
gers and checked baggage
departing Bahamian pre-clear-
ance airports bound for the
United States,” Foreign
Affairs and Immigration
Minister Fredrick A. Mitchell
said recently.

U.S., Bahamas agree to co-operate
on aviation pre-clearance security

The Economic Commission
for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) says 
the container throughput in
the Caribbean and Latin
American ports remained
sluggish in 2012, confirming
the slowdown in the region’s
foreign trade over the past
year.

ECLAC attributed this to
the recession in Europe and
slower growth in the United
States and China. 

According to the ranking
of container port throughput
in the Caribbean and Latin
America, published by
ECLAC’s Maritime Profile, in
2010 the container port
throughput in maritime termi-
nals grew by 15.9 percent,
which fell to 13.9 percent in
2011 and 4.3 percent in 2012. 

ECLAC said the ranking,
which it complied directly in
conjunction with port authori-
ties, shows the breakdown 
of 2012 throughput in the
region’s 80 main ports. It 
said the Caribbean and Latin
America’s main container
ports posted growth of 7.4
percent in the first half of
2012, “but experienced a dra-
matic slowdown in the second

half of the year, with growth
of just 0.4 percent.” 

STAGNANT FIVE
ECLAC said the fall in

port activity in 2012 was con-
centrated in five countries:
Argentina and Jamaica, with
annual reductions of -10.5 per-
cent and -35.1 percent, respec-
tively; and Chile, Panama and
Brazil, which recorded low
annual growth of 1.2 percent,
3.4 percent and 3.6 percent,
with a reduction in the second
half of the year of -2.2 per-
cent, -2.6 percent and -1.2 per-
cent in each case. 

In contrast, ECLAC said
other countries in the region
“appear immune to the port
slowdown and maintained
high growth rates despite the
global recession.”

In the Caribbean, the
ports of Caucedo in the
Dominican Republic and
Freeport in The Bahamas
were the only ones to main-
tain positive results in their
category, “which makes a con-
tribution to the sub-region’s
growth,” ECLAC said.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Sluggish 2012 Caribbean
port activity ~ ECLAC

Shipping, cargo confab set for Miami Nov. 6-8 
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WELCOME ‘KRISTINA’

Maersk Line, the global containerized division of the A.P. Moller – Maersk Group, and the leading container shipping company in
the world, has added PortMiami to its Transpacific 7 (TP7) Service. The first call for the TP7 Service started recently at PortMiami
with the arrival of the Maersk Kristina, a 6,700 TEU (20 foot equivalent unit) cargo vessel.  The service’s line-up includes addition-
al cargo vessels with a capacity of 8,700 TEUs.  The South Florida Container Terminal Miami will handle the new service at its
PortMiami cargo yard.  

(Continued on page 22)



KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent –
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves says the EC$652
million (one EC dollar =
US$0.37 cents) international
airport at Argyle will be com-
pleted “by this time next
year.”

He told legislators recent-
ly that he had been advised
that the “physical work
should all be completed” and
dismissed critics who were in
opposition to the project that
began five years ago.

Gonsalves said that the
external and internal walling

of the termi-
nal building
are complete,
but there are
on-going
works in sev-
eral other
areas, which
should be
completed by
October.

The construction and
retrofitting of the control
tower, including navigational
aid, is being undertaken by
the Canadian-based company
Aeronav and Gonsalves said

the project should be com-
pleted within an eight month
period. But he acknowledged
that the earthworks to the
access roads and parking are
progressing “not as fast as I
would like,” saying “there has
been some rainy condition,
which have resulted in the
abandonment of certain exca-
vation works.”

The existing ET Joshua
airport, located at Arnos Vale
on the outskirts of the capital,
is used mainly by small inter-
island aircraft.

Æ

In a major boost to South
Florida’s cargo and logistics
industries, Florida East Coast
Railway (FEC) is restoring
freight rail service between
PortMiami and major United
States markets.

The port has been with-
out on-dock rail service since
2005 when Hurricane Wilma
destroyed its rail bridge. A
federal grant helped restore
the tracks and regular service
is scheduled to begin this
month.

The new PortMiami-FEC
partnership will allow ship-
pers to reach 70 percent of

the U.S. population in four
days or less by linking the
port to the national railway
system, according to a press
release issued by PortMiami
late last month.

The first train trip between
the Hialeah Rail yard and the
port was scheduled for Oct. 1.    

Infrastructure improve-
ments underway at
PortMiami include deepening
the port’s main channel to -50
feet, the completion of the
port tunnel and installation of
four new cranes.

Æ

Two United States-based air-
lines are introducing new sea-
sonal nonstop flights to
Jamaica.

Beginning Dec. 21, Delta
will fly weekly to Sangster
International Airport (IND)
in Montego Bay (MBJ) from
Indianapolis Airport, while
Frontier will do the same
from Denver International
Airport (DEN), starting 

Dec. 22.
“We continue to strength-

en our relationship with air-
line partners and are pleased
with these new flight offerings
from Delta and Frontier that
allow visitors the ease of trav-
eling to Jamaica,” John
Lynch, Jamaica’s director of
tourism, said in a recent press
release announcing the new
arrangements.

The Indianapolis route
will operate on Saturdays,
departing IND at 8:30 a.m.,

with a 12:25p.m. arrival
at MBJ. The return flight will
depart  MBJ  at 1:25 p.m.,
arriving into IND at 5:30 p.m.
The service will not be avail-
able in the months of
September and October.

Frontier’s Sunday  flights
will depart DEN at 8:10 a.m.,
with a 3 p.m. arrival at MBJ.
The return flight will depart
MBJ at 3:55 p.m., arriving
in DEN at 7:35 p.m.

Æ

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
Jamaica has welcomed the
decision of the Havana-based
Aerogaviota airlines to intro-
duce a thrice weekly service
between Cuba and Jamaica.

Aerogaviota had been
operating chartered flights to
Jamaica for the past three
years, but has introduced a
scheduled three weekly flights
between the two countries.

Outgoing Cuban ambassa-
dor to Jamaica Yuri Gala
Lopez described the recent
inaugural flight, under the
new schedule, as the start of a
new phase in linking the two
countries.

“The launch will facilitate
the flow of passengers
between both countries. In a
way this will also help the
multi-destination component
in our bilateral relationship. I
think it will be an additional
tool in our joint effort to not
only maintain the dynamic
and very close relationships
that we have, but to take it to
another level,” he added.

One travel agency said
that the new flight would
allow for passengers to
acquire cheaper airfares since
there would no longer have to
book connecting flights. 

Æ

Cuba’s Aerogaviota offers 
airline service to Jamaica

“In so doing, these efforts
will not only facilitate smooth
operations of travel between
Bahamian pre-clearance air-
ports and American air-
ports...but will also enhance
security capacity for passen-
gers, employees and other
stakeholders involved in air
transportation industry, which
will directly mitigate against

current challenges as it relates
to aviation between our two
countries.”

Mitchell said that the sign-
ing marked the proactive
approach taken by both gov-
ernments to enhance co-ordi-
nation and advance formal
mechanisms for effective, safe
travel.

Æ

U.S., Bahamas agree to co-operate on
aviation pre-clearance security

BACK ON TRACK: PortMiami
freight rail resumes this month

Delta, Frontier launch new U.S. to 
MoBay routes
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Rail service at PortMiami resumes.

Gonsalves

New St. Vincent airport opens 2014 ~ P.M.



KATHY BARRETT

“Mi carry mi two suitcase to
Jamaica, clean out mi bank-
book, MasterCard and Visa …
when I reach the airport, it’s
the first a see suh much family
memba … ” (Back to Ja)

At the end of a long day,
Marsha Wilson knows just

how to unwind. After taking
care of her family, it’s time to
relax. Creativity takes over
and, all too quickly, another
poem comes alive in her
native Jamaican dialect. 

Wilson is constantly on
the move, juggling her job
as a teacher, and being at the
beck and call of her family
and numerous engagements as
one of Jamaica’s cultural
ambassadors in Central
Florida. While the United
States is now home, at the
core of Wilson’s being is that
she’s as Jamaican as “ackee
and saltfish”.

Dressed in colors of the
Jamaican flag, she leaned
back in the chair on the deck
of her pool recently and
shared her story of migrating
from the tiny community of
Bethany, in the Caribbean
island’s northern parish of St.
Ann, to the U.S. Wilson was
was 13 and the transition
proved to be a challenge.

“UPROOTED”
“It felt like being uproot-

ed and, believe it or not, not
every child in Jamaica wants
to go to ‘foreign’,” she said.
“That’s not on your mind at
that time. You are in school,
you have friends and that’s
your world. It was a bit of
uprooting for me.”

Wilson’s first stop was
Texas. Adjusting to high
school was the greatest chal-
lenge.

“I was the only one with
an accent that sounds like
me,” she said. “You see, living
and going to school in Texas,
they didn’t realize that they
also had a accent! So they
ridiculed me a lot. That made
school life so miserable. I real-
ly missed Jamaica and would
have returned in a heartbeat!” 

But in the midst of every-
thing, the one thing that kept
Wilson going was her rich
Jamaican heritage. 

“It was the only thing that
kept me sane,” she said. “At
that particular time there was-
n’t any music on the radio that
I knew of and, if they were, I
didn’t hear them in Texas.

“This was in the late
1980s. I remember getting a
cassette from another student
with Jamaican music and I
made a copy and just kept lis-
tening to it day in and day
out.” 

That cassette brought
home memories, memories of
her days at the St. Hilda’s
Diocesan High School in St.
Ann and the familiar sights
and sounds of Jamaica. As
fate would have it, at this
point in her life that cassette
served as a catalyst and
Wilson’s writing skills started
to evolve.

“I was inspired to write,”
she explained. “Well I had
that desire in Jamaica, but you
know how it is – when it’s all
around you - you don’t think
of writing it down. The music
really inspired me, I remem-
ber leaving high school in
Jamaica and my friend’s father
would take me to and from
school. He had a bar so on
some days we would be
dropped off at the bar and I
would play some of my
favorite songs on the juke
box. Lovindeer’s ‘Boy Blue’

was my all time favorite!”

LURE
Wilson eventually moved

to New York to attend the
John Jay College where she
was lured into creative writ-
ing. 

“By then I would write or
make a poem out of any situa-
tion, good or bad,” she said. “
… Some were silly, but for me,
over the years this form of
therapy really helped.”

Wilson’s prolific writing
skills, all in Jamaican dialect,
did not go unnoticed. Her col-
lege Professor P.J. Gibson was
one of her cheerleaders.

“She encouraged me to
turn this into something, and
said I should do something for
the people in my ethnic
group,” Wilson said.

It was the Gibson’s drive
that led to Wilson going on
stage for the first time.

“My very first time was
the Tammy Reggae Awards in
New York,” she recalled. “I
was at Lincoln Centre. Beenie
Man and others were there. I
felt like a real star! ... If only
they knew. And so everything
took off from there.” 

The use of
Jamaican dialect - or patois -
could have been a stumbling
block for Wilson, who is only
too aware of many people’s
perception that patois is “bad
English”.

‘BAD ENGLISH’
“I grew up with a grand-

mother who told us to speak
proper English if we ever
lapsed into dialect,” Wilson
said.

“Patios is the first lan-
guage that a Jamaican child
learns and then you go to
school and you are taught
what I now consider standard
English. Patios is a language
in itself. There are some
things that can only be
expressed in patois.

“It’s that familiar lan-
guage, its warmth. It’s almost
like saying hello, and we have
something in common. I
would never discourage it and
it breaks my heart to think
that it’s somewhat dying in
terms of using the dialect in
public performances.”

Now a resident of Florida,
Wilson took a leap of
faith with the production of
her CD, titled “Deh a foreign
now!” It was an unexpected
move, seemed logical after
being called on constantly to
perform.

“They would keep asking
me for CDs,” said Wilson.
“That went on for a good
while. There was one person
that kept asking me and since
I didn’t want him to ask one
more time, I surprised him

one and handed him my CD.”
Wilson is no longer the

shy teenager from St Ann.
She has embraced life in the
U.S., without forgetting her
Jamaican roots, and has
vowed to keep her heritage
alive.  

“People need to realize
that patios is a language to be
embraced, whether they call it
dialect, bad language or what-
ever,” she said. “It’s just our
form of expression.

“I just know that when
you have a vision you have to
follow through and pray that
God will see you through and
take you to where He wants
you the go. At the root of it
all, that’s my motivation.”

Story and photograph by
Kathy Barrett, a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

LYRICAL LIFT: Marsha Wilson is a Jamaican cultural ambassador in Florida
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