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Is there a power struggle for
the leadership of Rastafari?
One brethren believes enter-
tainer Sizzla Kalonji is unilat-
erally trying to impose himself
as ‘president’ of the movement
in Jamaica, and thereby seize
control globally, page 7.

Controversy has been sparked
over a televised advertise-
ment that features a white
actor speaking Jamaican and
urging his co-workers to get
happy. Is it racist, as some
suggest, or a positive image
boost for the Caribbean
island? page 10.

Barbadian-born pop star
Rihanna is making headlines
again. She is scheduled to
sing at the Grammy awards –
and possibly collect a few –
plus her controversial
romance with American enter-
tainer Chris Brown is on
again, page 18.
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~ History traces most of their
roots to the same continent.
But, despite some mutual
admiration, why do many
Caribbean people in the
United States not fully
embrace the same culture 
as African Americans?
Caribbean Today explores,
page 3.

- Cover photograph from art-
work done by Raw Pencil titled
“Mama Africa”. An exhibition of
his work is on display in South

Florida, page 12.

~ United States President Barack
Obama has given the green light
for American lawmakers to again
pursue immigration reform and a
bipartisan group is pushing for 
an agreement. Documented and
undocumented Caribbean people
support their efforts, which they
believe are long overdue. Yet
some are cautious about the 
final product, page 2.



Caribbean immigrants,
many with relatives and
friends who are undocu-

mented and scared, were
among those welcoming the
news of a bi-partisan immigra-
tion reform measure that was
introduced into the United
States Senate late last month.

While Latino immigrants -
who make up most of the
undocumented population in
the U.S. - stand to profit most,
undocumented Caribbean
immigrants who stay largely in
the shadows, will also benefit if
the legislation passes both U.S.
houses of Congress.

U.S. President Barack
Obama, beginning his second
term, has promised to sign the
measure into law.

For Caribbean undocu-
mented immigrant Mervyn
(real name changed to protect
his identity), the measure is
“very good news.” He told
news agency NAN that he’s
happy members of the two
major U.S. political parties -
Republicans and Democrats -
are finally coming together
over something.

“It’s a very good thing for
the 11-plus million people who
are illegal in this country and
who have no chance of being
legal,” said Mervyn. “Although
the economy is tough, illegals
are finding work because we do
jobs Americans don’t do.”

LIFE LINE’
Irwine Clare, head of the

Caribbean Immigrant Services,
who has spent close to two
decades lobbying for immigra-
tion reform, embraced the
measure.

“It’s welcome news for 
the 11 million persons trapped
in the system, including
Caribbean nationals,” the
Jamaican immigrant told NAN.

“We have for many years
called for a pathway to citizen-
ship for all law abiding, undoc-
umented immigrants and this
bipartisan measure is very
much appreciated,” he added.
“It’s a real life line for our 
community and can also bode
well for the economies of the
Caribbean since the many thou-
sands of Caribbean nationals
who are undocumented will get
a chance to travel home final-
ly.”

“While we are applaud
President Obama for standing
with immigrants, it is important
that Caribbean nationals 
(documented or not) support
this new push for immigration
reform,” added Caribbean
American Pastor Gilford T.
Monrose. “By our community
mobilizing in huge numbers,
this will send a strong signal to
Congress and the White House
that our community is serious
about reforming our laws to
give undocumented immigrants
a pathway to citizenship.”

Minna Lafortune, presi-
dent of the Society For 
The Advancement Of The
Caribbean Diaspora, also wel-
comed the news for all commu-
nities of immigrants, including
Caribbean. But, she noted: “We
are hopeful for a quick passage
and we are also hopeful that
terms will not be too burden-
some.”

Rickford Burke, president
of the Caribbean Guyana
Institute for Democracy, told
NAN that he is “cautiously

optimistic” that a group 
comprising Republican and
Democratic senators have
reached a compromise.
Caribbean nationals also wel-
comed President Obama’s
announcement he intends to
pursue immigration reform
measures that could grant mil-
lions of undocumented immi-
grants, including thousands of
Caribbean nationals, immedi-
ate, provisional status to live
and work in the U.S. and 
ultimately an opportunity to
become citizens.

But, Burke said, “the 
devil of the plan is in the
details. Hence, as Caribbean
Americans we’ll have to fight
for what we want,” especially,
he added, since there are
aspects of the proposals that
many are still unsure of, includ-
ing the time frame which legal-
ization will be accomplished

before a path to citizenship
could be granted.

“While the policy to grant
immediate legal status to
undocumented is commend-
able, we should viciously
oppose making a path to citi-
zenship contingent upon inter-
minable or unending conditions
concomitant mandates imposes
on the federal government, as
those seeking legal status will
have no possible control of the
government’s execution of or
performance in implementing
the proposed mandatory bench-
marks,” said Burke.

LEADERSHIP
Burke also called on “the

leadership” of the Caribbean
American community to join
the discussion, get engaged and
fight for “our common position
so that ultimately we would be
at the table when a decision is

made.”
Like Burke, Caribbean

America activist Chuck Mohan
was cautiously optimistic, insist-
ing: “Let’s hope it real immigra-
tion reform and not like the
immigration deform that was
introduced in the past.”

Guyanese national Leroy
Nelson, too, warned caution in
celebration, but said the meas-
ure is “a useful step.”

Several political and immi-
gration leaders weighed in on
the measure. Congressman Luis
V. Gutierrez (D-Ilinois), chair-
man of the Immigration Task
Force of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus, called the
measure a “momentum” boost.

“We are on track to pass a
bipartisan bill this year that
legalizes millions of immigrants,
keeps families together,
strengthens our country, and
eventually allows immigrants to
apply for citizenship. All of the
pieces are falling into place,”
the congressman said in a state-
ment.

But he warned: “We have
not signed on the dotted line
and some important details are
yet to be resolved, but what we
have now is momentum.
Momentum, plus encourage-
ment from the American peo-
ple, the president, and immi-
grant and Latino communities,
will get an immigration bill
across the finish line this year.”

Caribbean American
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke, took to social network

Caribbean nationals welcome latest push for U.S. immigration reform
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U.S. lawmakers are seeking relief for undocumented residents.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
new study has found that last
year the administration of
United States President
Barack Obama spent more on
immigration enforcement
affecting the Caribbean and
other countries than on all the
other major federal law
enforcement agencies. 

The Migration Policy
Institute, a nonpartisan
research group, in its report,
said the U.S. government
spent nearly $18 billion on
immigration enforcement. It
stated that immigration con-
trol has become “the federal
government’s highest criminal
law enforcement priority”,

based on the vast resources
devoted to monitoring illegal
Caribbean and other immi-
grants and to detaining and
deporting them.

“The ‘enforcement first’
policy that has been advocat-
ed by many in (U.S.) Congress
and the public as a precondi-
tion for considering broader
immigration reform has de
facto become the nation’s sin-
gular immigration policy”, 
the report stated.

COURT ACTION
The report added that 

the two main immigration
enforcement agencies under
the U.S. Department of

Homeland Security have
referred more cases to the
courts for prosecution than all
of the Justice Department’s
law enforcement agencies
combined. The report said
total spending on those agen-
cies was $14 billion, compared
to $18 billion on immigration
enforcement. 

The report also noted that
deportations “increased dra-
matically” as a result of mas-
sive increases in spending,
with more Caribbean and
other immigrants removed in
expedited proceedings that do
not involve any formal pro-
ceeding before an immigration
judge. The budget for the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agency
has increased by 87 percent
since 2005, to nearly $6 bil-
lion, and the number of illegal
immigrants that ICE detains
annually increased to 429,247
in 2011.

In December, ICE report-
ed that it deported 410,000
immigrants in 2012.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

U.S. spends big on Caribbean immigration enforcement
(Continued on page 4)



DAWN A. DAVIS

Do black Caribbean
Americans identify
with their African

American counterparts in the
United States?

As a citizen or resident of
the U.S., how do native
islanders fit in? 

Turns out Caribbean
Americans, a small share of the
total foreign-born population
in the U.S., may feel the need
to establish their own voice.

According to the
Washington-based Migration
Policy Institute, Caribbean
nationals reached nine percent
of the total immigrant popula-
tion in 2009. However, this
group has seen a relative
decrease in growth each
decade since 1970. The largest
number of Caribbean
Americans reside in the state
of Florida, at 40 percent, fol-
lowed by New York’s 29 per-
cent.

But while some Caribbean
Americans have embraced the
African American categoriza-
tion, others have not. For
Caribbean Americans like 
28-year-old Tara Wollaston,
who was born in the U.S. to
Jamaican parents, the distinc-
tion is clear-cut, with the strong
bond of family a key deciding
factor.

“I consider myself
Caribbean American,”
Wollaston told Caribbean
Today recently. “Yes I am
black, but to only identify
myself as an African
American would be a betrayal
to my upbringing, my culture
and my ancestry.

“It is instilled in me. I am
more than just an African
American. If I am born to
Caribbean parents, but only
see myself as African
American what does that say
about where I came from or
who I came from?”

Jamaican-born Dr.
Deborah Thomas, professor 
of anthropology at the

University of Pennsylvania
with research interests in race
and gender, trans-nationalism,
Caribbean cul-
ture and identi-
ty, said second-
generation chil-
dren’s experi-
ence and inter-
nal tug-of-war
places them in
a unique posi-
tion.

“Second
generation kids are really tal-
ented at code switching, mov-
ing back and forth between the
two communities,” Thomas
explained. “...On one hand
they differentiate, but there is
so much circulation in terms of
music, fashion, style. It’s not
like they are not part of the
African American culture any-
way or that Jamaica (and the
Caribbean) is not part of the
U.S. popular culture. There is
so much overlap.”

Dr. Andrea Queeley, assis-
tant professor of anthropology
and African and African dias-
pora studies at Florida
International University (FIU),
agreed. 

“There has been circula-
tion and exchange in terms of
music, performance, and also
political activism,” she said,
“the exchange among artists,
intellectuals.” 

DILEMMA
Thomas also sees diver-

gent history as part of the
dilemma between the cultures
of most Caribbean Americans
and African
Americans.

“To come
from a majority
black society
that has a colo-
nial history that
is still very evi-
dent in the
present, gives
you a much dif-
ferent sense of yourself, sense
of how you measure difference
than in the U.S. where African
Americans are a minority with

a very different history of racial
segregation and oppression,”
Thomas explained.

“The people who migrate
are never the worst off eco-
nomically,” she added. “...It
requires a certain savviness.
And once you have been able
to do that you don’t want to be
positioned with others who
they see are being treated like
the bottom of the barrel.

“So, African Americans
see Caribbean people as 
denying their blackness. But
Caribbean people feel that
they came to this country not
to be black, but to get ahead.
This is sometimes where the
tension arise.”

Dr. Queeley had a similar
view.

“So much of it, with all
immigrants not just Caribbean
immigrants, is distancing them-
selves from what they perceive
to be the lowest category in 
the social hierarchy,” she
explained.

“So, the idea is you don’t
want to be confused with being
African American...If you come
here from the Caribbean and
are perceived to be African
American, depending upon the
context, that could be seen as
being a real step down.”

Wollaston’s perception
bears out the positions ob both
academics.

“African Americans have
been taught how to survive or
how to get by; whereas
Caribbean Americans have
been taught to always want
more for themselves, to be
prideful in the work that they
have accomplished, and strive
for more without forgetting
yourself,” she said.

DEFIANCE
Guyanese-born Miami res-

ident John Morant (name
changed to protect identity)
takes a stronger stance.

“I refuse to be character-
ized as an African American
because, as a result of my find-
ings, I can safely conclude that
they are no longer ambitious

and devoted to any cause,” said
Morant.

“This quality is very 
predominant among the
males. The cooperative strug-
gle to soar above the normal
expectations of idealism among
African Americans is rapidly
becoming extinct.”

Dr. Queeley, whose grand-
parents came from Montserrat,
attributed these strong feelings
to fear of feeling dehumanized.

“Some people may be
resistant to homogenizing
black people because they
come from the perspective of
knowing that part of the white
supremacist project is to say
that we are all the same, all dis-
posable, and it’s dehumaniz-
ing,” she explained.

“So by saying ‘I am from
Jamaica, I am from Trinidad, I
am from Barbados, I have a
very specific cultural history’,
it’s different. What is potential-
ly destructive is when that
becomes a way to place oneself
above.

“Personally I feel demoral-
ized when other black people
are so ignorant
about African
Americans and
have this need
to divide that
comes from
wanting to be
better than.”

COMPRO-
MISE

Although Phillip Grant, a
24-year-old college student
who migrated to the U.S. from
the Caribbean five years ago,
does not see himself as African
American, his views are not as
damning as Morant’s. 

“I went through culture
shock because of the significant
differences you encounter on a
daily basis,” explained Grant.
“Certain standards and values I
would expect, say in the school
environment, is so different
from what I am used to. The
disrespect I’ve seen toward eld-
ers and parents goes against
everything I know.”

Asked how African
Americans and others reacted
to his ‘difference’, Grant said:
“When I first came the reaction
to me was both negative and
positive. Because people don’t
know the difference between
the islands, many would
assume I was from a particular
country, or even from Africa.
Sometimes there were atti-
tudes, but most people appreci-
ated my accent and even tried
to mimic the way I speak.

“I am strictly Jamaican. It’s
doesn’t matter how long I am
here, I will hold on to who I
am. I try my best to keep my
Jamaican values and morals, I
don’t see myself as African
American.”

A seven-year U.S. resi-
dent, 25-year-old Jamaican-
born Tafari Plummer also holds
fast to his regional roots. 

“I identity as Caribbean,”
said Plummer. “Normally if I
am filling out an application
form and there is ‘African
American’ and ‘Other’, I will
choose ‘Other’ because I am
not African American.”

Like Grant, Plummer has
had good and bad reactions to
his obvious non-U.S. accent.

“A lot of people in my age
range, when they hear my
accent they start to question,”
he said. “But they are positive
questions. So, I try to open up
and teach people about the
Caribbean way of life. But
there have been times when
people, who don’t understand
the immigrant’s desire for a
better life and opportunity, see
me as another immigrant who
is stealing precious resources.
In fact, I have had comments
like that directed at me. So, it’s
a double-edge sword.”

Plummer noted that he has
had to adapt to the American
way of life and has had no
problem “fitting in.” He takes
pride in the fact that many
Caribbean leaders are black
and is also encouraged by the
progress blacks in the U.S.

CULTURE CONFLICT: Caribbean roots tangle with African American in U.S.

MIAMI, Florida - A Miami-
based group spearheading 
an initiative to exonerate
Jamaican Marcus Garvey has
expanded its online petition
to the United States House 
of Representatives.

The Coalition for the
Exoneration of Marcus
Garvey, Jamaica’s first
National Hero, said it is urg-
ing the U.S. Congress to clear
his name once and for all.

Geoffrey Philp, a
spokesman for the group, said
the drive for the exoneration
of Garvey has been going on
now for at least 80 years and
that on Jan. 10, 2007, Harlem

Congressman Charles Rangel
introduced a bill to the 110th
Congress. The bill had urged
the U.S. president to “grant a
pardon to Marcus Mosiah
Garvey to clear his name and
affirm his innocence of crimes
for which he was unjustly
prosecuted and convicted”.

OPPORTUNITY
Philp said the current

“113th Congress and the
Black Congressional Caucus
in particular will have an
opportunity to correct this his-
toric injustice” and that the
group had begun the “drive”
with a series of lectures, enti-

tled “Rethinking Garveyism
in the Twenty-First Century”.

On Jan. 12, 1922, Garvey,
founder of the United Negro
Improvement Association

(UNIA), was arrested by 
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and
charged with mail fraud. In
1925, Garvey began serving 
a five-year sentence in a 
U.S. penitentiary in Atlanta,
Georgia. After several
appeals, his sentence was
eventually commuted by
President Calvin Coolidge
and he was deported back to
his homeland Jamaica.

POLITICS
Observers and political

and legal analysts say that
while Garvey did not commit
any criminal acts, “his politics

were on trial.”
As a Jamaican political

leader, writer, entrepreneur,
orator and thinker whose phi-
losophy supported the “Back
to Africa” movement of the
1920s, Garvey advocated that
members of the African dias-
pora return to their ancestral
lands. He is remembered for
his influence on black nation-
alism and pan-Africanism.

Garvey, who was born on
Aug. 17, 1887, died on June
10, 1940.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Online petition to exonerate Marcus Garvey targets U.S. Congress
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) says several com-
missioned studies have revealed
that crime and violence have
had a dramatic impact on
women, youth and the economic
wellbeing of families in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

The new studies “under-
score the more hidden dimen-
sions of the cost of crime” on
regional economies, by looking
at issues such as women’s health
and property values”, declared a
statement issued by the organi-
zation.

The studies were the result
of a call for proposals to aca-
demics and other experts to use
innovative and appropriate
methodologies to measure the
cost of crime and violence in the
region, the IDB stated. Out of a
total of 117 proposals received,
eight were presented by their
authors at last month’s seminar
at the IDB headquarters here. 

“The children of women
who have suffered from domes-
tic violence have a greater risk
of being born underweight, and
grow up with more feeble
health, with less chance they will
be vaccinated and more likely to
suffer from diarrhea”, stated the

IDB about one of the studies. 

TOP CONCERN
The Washington-based

financial institution noted that
Latin American and Caribbean
citizens cite crime and violence
as their top concern, above
unemployment, healthcare and
other issues. It stated that the
region suffers from some of the
world’s highest homicide rates,
noting that 20 of the world’s
most violence cities are located
in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

“Crime has tangible direct
costs, such as the cost of funding
a private and public security
infrastructure to prevent and
combat crime,” said Ana
Corbacho, sector economic advi-
sor of the IDB’s Institutions for
Development (IFD) Sector,
which covers citizen security at
the IDB. 

Gustavo Beliz, an IDB spe-
cialist, said “a better under-
standing of the economic costs
of violence and crime is vital for
public-sector decision-making in
the citizen security sector.”

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A
former church minister in
Haiti has pleaded guilty in a
North Carolina court to
engaging in illicit sexual con-
duct in the French Caribbean
island of Haiti. 

The United States
Department of Justice said
that Larry Michael Bollinger,
67, of Gastonia, North
Carolina, pleaded guilty
before U.S. District Judge
David S. Cayer last month to
two counts of “engaging in
illicit sexual conduct in a for-
eign place”.

Bollinger was charged in
an indictment filed on May 15,

2012. According to filed court
documents and court proceed-
ings, he was a former
Lutheran minister who per-
formed missionary work in
Haiti. Court records show that
Bollinger regularly travelled
to Haiti and served as the
Haiti director for a Lutheran
charity. 

CONFESSION
The U.S. Justice

Department said that
Bollinger admitted that from
about Aug. 2009 to Oct. 2009
he sexually molested four
Haitian females, between the
ages of 11 and 16. One of the

victims said that Bollinger
offered to give her food and
money in exchange for sexual
acts.

Bollinger has been in fed-
eral custody since he was
charged in May 2012. Each
count of engaging in illicit sex-
ual conduct in a foreign place
carries a maximum penalty of
30 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine. 

A sentencing date for
Bollinger had not been set up
to press time.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Caribbean nationals welcome latest 
push for U.S. immigration reform

Crime takes heavy toll on Caribbean economies Ex-U.S. pastor pleads guilty to two counts 
of illicit sexual conduct in Haiti
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Twitter to insist that “immi-
grants have come to this nation
in search of the American
Dream.” As such, she noted:
“After delaying for years, we
must replace a system that does
not work in the Twenty-First

Century with comprehensive
#immigration reform.”

Benjamin Johnson, execu-
tive director of the American
Immigration Council, lauded
the measure as the “beginning
(of) an honest, bipartisan
effort to confront the many dif-

ficult issues that must be
resolved for immigration
reform to become a reality.”

- Edited from an article written
by Felicia Persaud of News
Americas Network (NAN).

Æ

...Senators lay out bipartisan immigration plan
The measure– called the “Bipartisan
Framework for Comprehensive
Immigration Reform” - proposed by
U.S. senators, including Charles
Schumer (D-New York), John McCain
(R-Arizona), Richard Durbin (D-Ilinois),
Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina),
Robert Menendez (D-New Jersey),
Michael Bennet (D-Colorado) and Jeff
Flake (R-Arizona), will: create a path
to citizenship for 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants already in the
country allowing for immigrants can
register with the government, pass
background checks and pay fines and
back taxes in order to earn “proba-
tionary legal status;” increase border
security efforts including adding
unmanned drones, surveillance
equipment and more border agents;
require completion of an entry-exit
system to track whether people in the
U.S. on temporary visas have left as
required and create a commission of

lawmakers and community leaders
living along the southwest border to
make a recommendation about when
the border security measures have
been completed.

Once security measures are in
place, immigrants on “probationary
legal status” could apply for perma-
nent legal status behind other immi-
grants already in the system. People
brought to the U.S. as children, and
farm workers, would have a quicker
path to citizenship.

The bill also aims to improve the
legal immigration system; reduce
backlogs in family and employment
visas; award green cards to immi-
grants who obtain advanced degrees
in science, technology, engineering or
math from American universities; cre-
ate non-forgeable electronic system
for requiring prospective workers to
demonstrate legal status and identity
and enforce stiff fines and criminal

penalties for employers who know-
ingly hire illegal immigrants.

Employers could hire immigrants
if they can demonstrate they were
unsuccessful in recruiting an
American and the hiring of an immi-
grant will not displace American
workers.

The bill also calls for the creation
of an agricultural worker program to
meet the needs of the nation’s agri-
culture industry when American
workers are not available; allow more
lower-skilled immigrants to come to
the country when the economy is cre-
ating jobs, and fewer when it is not
and permit workers who have suc-
ceeded in the workplace and con-
tributed to their communities over
years to earn permanent residence or
“green cards”.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

(Continued from page 2)



MIAMI, Florida – A
Bahamian national faces up to
10 years in prison after she
pleaded guilty last month to
smuggling undocumented
migrants to the United States
for private financial gain.

U.S. Assistant Attorney
General Lanny A. Breuer 
of the Justice Department’s
Criminal Division said 66-year-
old Irene Mildred Janette
Burrows, and 37 year-old
Jessie Katherine Gonzales
Urquizo of Peru pleaded guilty
to the charge and will be sen-
tenced next month.

Breuer said Urquizo
pleaded guilty to three counts
and Burrows pleaded guilty to
two counts of bringing and
attempting to bring aliens to
the U.S. for commercial
advantage and private finan-
cial gain before District Court
Judge Kenneth A. Marra in

the Southern District of
Florida.

According to the plea doc-
uments, Urquizo and her
mother-in-law Burrows “facili-
tated the illegal smuggling of
Brazilian nationals into the
United States by working for a
known alien smuggler in
Brazil”. It said the two women
provided lodging and trans-
portation to undocumented
migrants waiting on a boat 
to take them to the U.S. and
charged between $100 and
$125 per day. 

Urquizo faces a maximum
penalty of 15 years in prison
and a $250,000 fine. Burrows
faces a maximum penalty of 10
years in prison and a $250,000
fine when they come up for
sentencing on Mar. 22.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Bahamian admits to smuggling
undocumented migrants into U.S.

Montano loses endorsement deal

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Agencies in the United States
and Haiti have teamed up to
launch an anti-corruption hot-
line in the French-speaking
Caribbean nation.

The U.S. Agency for
International Development,
Office of Inspector General
(USAID OIG) and La
Fondation Heritage pour
Haiti (LFHH), the Haitian
chapter of Transparency
International (TI), have been
operating the hotline in Haiti.
The aim is to help fight cor-
ruption and promote account-
ability in aid programs in
Haiti. It is being advertised on
radio, television and vehicles
used by USAID’s implement-
ing partners.

The 24-hour hotline
accepts allegations in English,
French and creole and has
been receiving complaints
since it launched in Dec. 2012. 

Developed as part of
USAID OIG’s ongoing part-
nership with LFHH, the hot-
line models the approach of
the Pakistan Anti-Fraud
Hotline run by Transparency
International-Pakistan and the
OIG. Both hotlines cover not
only USAID projects and
implementers, but also receive
complaints across the spec-
trum of international and local
assistance programs in their
respective countries.

According to USAID
Deputy Inspector General
Michael G. Carroll, “this new
hotline gives the Haitian peo-
ple a way to help fight corrup-
tion in the programs and serv-
ices meant to benefit them.
OIG remains firmly commit-
ted to rooting out fraud and
corruption in assistance pro-
grams across the country, and
to help improve donor assis-
tance in Haiti.”

The anti-corruption hot-
line in Haiti is funded by
USAID in coordination with
USAID OIG through a three-
year, $168,000 cooperative
agreement with and LFHH.
Complaints can be made to
the hotline by: 

Telephone, at 509-3701-
7089 or 509-2513-7089, toll
free 

Text message, at *550 in
Haiti 

E-mail anticorruptionhot-
line@hushmail.com, or 

Mail, at: La Fondation
Heritage pour Haiti Section
Haitienne de Transparency
International (TI), Boite
postale 16136, Bureau Postal
de Petion-Ville Petion-Ville,
Haiti NT 6140.

- Edited from PRNewswire-
USNewswire.

Æ

TAMPA, Florida – United
States Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
has reported that an illegal
Jamaican immigrant has been
jailed for identity theft. 

Last month, ICE said
Lynval Thompson was sen-
tenced to two years in a U.S.
federal prison and one year of
supervised release for “aggra-
vated identity theft.” He will
be deported to Jamaica after
he completes his prison sen-
tence, officials said.

ICE said that after 
comparing arrest records 
and fingerprint samples, 
U.S. Homeland Security
Investigation (HIS) special

agents determined that the
Thompson had impersonated
another man, Cory Howard,
who was living in North
Carolina in 2011. According
to ICE, while reviewing his
credit report, Howard realized
that an unknown person in the
state of Florida had opened a
Wells Fargo bank account
using his personal informa-
tion. After doing some investi-
gating, Howard learned that
the bank account was associat-
ed with a Tampa, Florida
address. He contacted the
Tampa Police Department 
for assistance.

The immigration agency
said a Tampa Police

Department detective then
embarked on an investigation.
Using ATM transaction videos
and the address associated
with the Wells Fargo bank
account, the detective tracked
down Howard’s impersonator
via a traffic stop.

Tampa’s Homeland
Security Investigations (HSI)
special agents on searching
immigration records and
working with law enforcement
entities in Jamaica and the
U.S. Virgin Islands eventually
identified the impersonator as
Thompson.

- Edited from CMC.
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PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad -
Convicted soca star Machel
Montano has lost his endorse-
ment deal with Trinidad and
Tobago’s cellular telephone
brand bmobile.

The Telecommunications
Services of Trinidad and
Tobago Limited dropped
Montano on a directive from 
its board of directors.

“TSTT wishes to advise at
this time, that it is suspending
all existing arrangements with
Machel Montano and the com-
pany,” the company said in an
e-mailed statement on Jan. 30.

It also dropped Montano
from the week-long “Soca in
bSquare” concert line-up at
Woodford Square here.

Montano had been endors-
ing TSTT’s bmobile brand for
close to eight years.

The lost deal is the latest in
the ongoing Montano saga
since his Dec. 10, 2012 convic-
tion by Magistrate Maureen

Babo-olal-Gafoor. Montano
was found guilty of five crimi-
nal charges of assault and using
obscene language during a fra-
cas five years ago, outside the
Zen nightclub here. He faces
jail time, but sentencing has
been delayed.

BACKLASH
Following his conviction,

there have been numerous calls
by interest groups for the com-
pany to stop sponsoring
Montano with taxpayers’
money because of his convic-
tion, but the company held off

until late last month.
Up to press time Montano

still had a commercial deal with
state-owned airline Caribbean
Airlines Ltd., which is a spon-
sor of his “Machel Monday”
concert. He had so far not com-
mented on the debacle.

‘LESSON’
Meanwhile, Trinidad and

Tobago Soca artiste, Dexter
“Blaxx” Stewart, called 
the turn of events, “a les-
son…(for) everyone in public
life.”

“As a regular man on the
street, you can get away with
many things,” Stewart said.
“People like Machel Montano,
Destra, Blaxx, Fay-Ann Lyons -
there’s no room for slip-ups.
That’s the reality of the business.
I’m sorry that it has taken one
man’s dilemma, to draw focus to
this- at least for me.” 

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Montano
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HAVANA, Cuba – After
being denied a passport for a
decade, a popular Cuban has
been granted the opportunity
to travel overseas.

In what has been
described as the first real
test of Cuba’s new migration
laws, blogger Yoani Sánchez
late last month confirmed
she received a passport after

denied permission for 10
years to travel abroad.

“Incredible! They called
me at home to tell me that my
passport was ready. They have
just handed it to me,” Sanchez
told reporters here, stating
that she had been denied sev-
eral permits to travel abroad
since around 2003.

However, another has

been denied that opportunity.
Former political prisoner
Angel Moya said his passport
application was denied
because he did not serve all
of his 20-year jail sentence.

‘PUBLIC INTEREST’
Moya, 49, who spent eight

years in prison and is married
to Berta Soler, leader of the
dissident group, Ladies in
White, said a passport office
employee told him she could
not accept his application
because he “is
regulated for
the public
interest.”

On Jan.
14, the Raúl
Castro admin-
istration lifted
the require-
ment for the
exit permits,
known as “white cards”.
According to the new migra-
tion laws, Cubans can make
personal trips abroad with just
valid passports and visas from
other countries.

But the laws also state
that passports can be denied
for “national security” or
“national interests”.

Cuban State Security had
repeatedly denied Sanchez per-
mission to leave the Spanish-
speaking Caribbean island to pick
up international awards for her
blog, Generación Y and to take
part in seminars.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. - 
The United Sates is warning
Antigua and Barbuda about
plans to break copyright 
laws by getting legal retribu-
tion over its refusal to let
Americans gamble at online
sites based in the Caribbean
island.

The Geneva,
Switzerland-based World
Trade Organization (WTO)
on Jan. 28 allowed Antigua
and Barbuda to suspend cer-
tain concessions and obliga-
tions it has under internation-
al law to the U.S. in respect
of intellectual property rights.

Trade analysts speculate
that Antigua and Barbuda’s
action may involve offering
downloads of American
intellectual property, like
Hollywood films, network
television shows or hit pop
songs.

“We are disappointed
with Antigua and Barbuda’s
decision to abandon construc-
tive settlement discussions,”

said Nkenge Harmon, a
spokeswoman for the U.S.
trade representative.

“As recently as (Jan. 25),
our two countries held high-
level discussions on possible
settlement options that would
have brought real benefits to
Antigua’s businesses and peo-
ple,” she added.

TRADE DAMAGE
The U.S. administration

of President Barack Obama
also warned Antigua and
Barbuda that the proposed
plan might further hurt trade
relations between the two
countries.  

“If Antigua does proceed
with the unprecedented plan
for its government to author-
ize the theft of intellectual
property, it would only serve
to hurt Antigua’s own inter-
ests,” Harmon said, adding
“government-authorized pira-
cy would undermine chances
for a settlement.

“It also would serve as a

major impediment to foreign
investment in the Antiguan
economy, particularly in high-
tech industries,” she said.

Antigua and Barbuda said
it was seeking final WTO
approval of its sanctions in
order to compel the U.S.
either to comply with the rul-
ings in the island’s favor in the
gambling dispute or to negoti-
ate a “fair and reasonable
solution” with the Antiguan
and Barbuda government.

The government said the
remedy is “expressly provid-
ed” for under WTO law,
adding that contrary to what

the US has publicly stated, its
proposed action will not con-
stitute piracy or theft of intel-
lectual property rights.

Rather, the Antigua and
Barbuda government said it
will be a “lawful suspension of
intellectual property rights,
conforming to the judgment of
the relevant WTO tribunal”.

DISPUTE
For nearly a decade, the

Baldwin Spencer government
said it has sought to resolve
the dispute with Washington
over the U.S. failure to abide
by American treaty obliga-
tions with regard to remote
gaming.

“The economy of Antigua
and Barbuda has been devas-
tated by the United States
government’s long campaign
to prevent American con-
sumers from gambling online
with offshore gaming opera-
tors,” said Harold Lovell,
Antigua’s finance minister in a
statement issued last month.

“These aggressive efforts
to shut down the remote gam-
ing industry in Antigua have

resulted in the loss of thou-
sands of good paying jobs and
seizure by the Americans of
billions of dollars belonging to
gaming operators and their
customers in financial institu-
tions across the world,” he
added.

Lovell said at its height,
the remote gaming industry in
Antigua and Barbuda was the
country’s second largest
employer, with leading inter-
national gaming economists
estimated that the industry
was worth over $3.4 billion to
the Antiguan economy.

“This economic devasta-
tion has been caused by the
direct actions of the U.S.,” he
said, stating that fees paid by
the gaming industry helped
fund public education, health-
care and the country’s infra-
structure.

Lovell also said the
income-boosted consumer
spending and other economic
activity associated with “a
vibrant, high-tech industry.”

- Edited from CMC.
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RAS I. JABULANI

TAFARI

An attempt by reggae
entertainer Sizzla
Kalonji to unilaterally

impose himself as the ‘presi-
dent’ of Rastafari in Jamaica,
and thereby seize control of
the movement globally, has
been vehemently rejected by a
broad cross section of
Rastafari organizations and
individuals in Jamaica and
internationally.  

Miguel Collins, popularly
known as Sizzla Kalonji, pub-
licly announced himself to be
the leader of the Rastafari
movement following his ‘inau-
guration’ as ‘president’ on
Oct. 21, 2012, at the Lion’s
Club in Old Harbour, St.
Catherine, Jamaica. Some are
hailing this development as a
great step forward for the
Rastafari movement. But over
the past two years the enter-
tainer has been attempting to
leverage control over the
Nyahbinghi Ancient Council
using a combination of money
and influence. He finally
influenced six of the 24 elders
on the Ancient Council to
back his power play to
become a ‘Rasta president’. 

Sizzla claims to have been
elected ‘president’, but the
‘election’ was only a media
announcement. There were no
other candidates and no vote
was conducted. Further,
Collins, despite claims to the
contrary, does not have the
official endorsement of the
three major mansions of the
Rastafari movement - the
Nyahbinghi Theocracy Reign
Order, the Boboshanti and the
12 Tribes of Israel.

AGENDA
The disturbing thing 

about Sizzla’s ‘Presidential
Inauguration Speech’ was that

it indicated the wide scope of
his agenda. His prepared script
included the following telling
sentence: “We are now putting
in place ourselves as the true
Indigenous Government of
Ras Tafari with a President
Elect for the Black people in
the Diaspora”.

This statement indicates
what his long term goals are:
Collins is seeking to become
the legal/constitutional repre-
sentative of the ‘indigenous’
people and culture of Jamaica
– and he’s talking about
Rastafarians and Maroons, not
Arawaks. And, after he ‘con-
quers’ Jamaica, the Caribbean
and the African diaspora are
next.

Clearly there is a problem.
The Rastafari movement is
out of control of its own loyal,
sincere and genuine members.
And the leadership of the
movement is up for grabs to
the highest bidder, the power-
hungry or the most dominant
and intimidating. Some of the
leadership of the movement
can even be bought out for
monkey money by foreign 
hip-hop artistes like Snoop
Whatever. 

VACUUM
What is undeniable is that

there is a leadership vacuum in
the Rastafari movement. That
void is now being filled unilat-
erally by Sizzla Kalonji in an
attempt to give him added
credibility in his power grab-
bing crusade in Jamaica, and
in his land grabbing crusades
in Africa.

The Rastafari movement
as a whole has never had a
president, so for an entertainer
with no qualifications other
than fame and fortune to be
unilaterally propelled into sup-
posed leadership of the entire
movement by devious and
strong-arm means, is absolute-

ly ridiculous. 
Rastafari and reggae are

two separate entities, although
many people mistakenly
believe that they are one and
the same. Even more impor-
tant, money, fame and popu-
larity do not qualify anyone
for leadership of the Rastafari
movement. 

So for those saying that
Sizzla is popular and rich - so
what?! Rastafari business is
not conducted by popularity
contests and is not influenced
by intimidation, bribery or
fraud. True Rastafari are not

thugs or terrorists and do not
disrespect the principles of the
tradition as these would-be
usurpers have.

NO CONTROL
Reggae maestro Bob

Marley never controlled the
Rastafari movement. Peter
Tosh never controlled the
movement. They left the seri-
ous organizing and the diplo-
matic and governmental repre-
sentation of the movement to
those better qualified to do so.

The current dilemma fac-
ing Rastafari is how to deal
with this determined attempt
to seize arbitrary control of
the movement. Make no mis-
take about that: Collins is
determined to get his way, so
nothing ends here yet.
Undaunted by the reproach
and derision his actions have
caused throughout the move-
ment, the entertainer is mov-
ing ahead with his agenda full
speed. 

Does the Rastafari move-
ment need to be controlled by
a deejay with an ever present
paramilitary entourage always
at his back? Does the move-
ment need to be represented
by an entertainer who gives
mixed musical messages -

roots and culture sometimes,
and slackness and badness
other times? Does the move-
ment deserve to be led by
someone who operates as a
dictator and resorts to intimi-
dation and threats of physical
violence to get his way? No, of
course not!

Over the past two months,
Sister Mitzie Williams, chair-
person of the Theocracy
Order’s Administrative
Council in Jamaica, has been
receiving threatening phone
calls urging her to support the
new ‘Rasta president’. That
has never happened before in
the movement’s history. 

So if you really love
Rastafari culture, don’t go
jumping blindly on the Sizzla
bandwagon. His agenda and
methodology may not be in
the best interest of the move-
ment. As Bob Marley said:
“…I don’t want my people to
be tricked by mercenaries!”

- Edited from an article sub-
mitted to Caribbean Today by
Ras I. Jabulani Tafari. The
contents represent his opinions
only. 
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Thomasina Simpson
smiled as she looked at a
photograph of her late

mother, Doris Ison. The picture
seemed to conjure up proud
memories of the Florida City
visionary and activist.

Simpson is 86. Her recol-
lection of her late mother’s
health care legacy comes and
goes. But when it is there, she
comes alive.

“She was never satisfied,”
said Simpson.

That dissatisfaction was
warranted in the 1960s. Back
then in the United States,
African Americans living in the

South, in places like Florida
City and South Miami Dade,
did not have access to local
health care facilities. James
Archer Smith was the closest
hospital in Homestead. But
blacks were turned away. The
journey to Jackson Memorial
in Miami was sometimes fatal
for those seeking medical help.

“It was a struggle,” said
Carolyn Taylor-Pates, Ison’s
niece and board member of
Community Health of South
Florida Inc. (CHI). “Kids were
dying on the way to Jackson
Hospital.”

That struggle, and the
mounting death toll, were the
matches that ignited a flame
inside of Ison. Even though she
only had a third grade educa-
tion, Ison compelled doctors
and legislators to create a
health care center in South
Miami Dade. In 1971, the
Doris Ison Health Care Center
was born in two trailers and a
few volunteer doctors Ison
recruited from her church. It
was a beacon of hope for a
community that had long suf-
fered without adequate health
care.

ACTIVISM
That heroic act of activism

snowballed into a top ranking
non-profit health care company
that has grown.

Ison wanted to make sure
that the migrant workers also
received proper medical care.

“She was walking down
the street one day and found 
a group of Mexicans in the
field,” recalled Simpson. “One
of the children had whooping
cough and she wanted to know
why they hadn’t seen a doctor.”

Ison discovered migrants
shared the same lack of access
to health care that blacks were
experiencing. She began to
make sure that their needs
were addressed as well.

“My grandmother was a
champion for all people,” said
Toni Rogers-Manning, Ison’s
granddaughter.

GROWTH
When Ison died in 1989

CHI had grown out of its trail-
ers and was operating four
health care centers in buildings
throughout South Miami Dade.

“I never envisioned it to be
this big,” said Rogers-Manning.
“So for me, I’m overwhelmed
that my grandmother, her
dream could be ongoing.”

Today Ison’s legacy contin-
ues to grow. By March, CHI
plans to open three new health
care centers, adding to the
seven currently in operation.
What was once the only place
that blacks in America’s South
could go for health care is now
an all inclusive health care cen-
ter. People of all ethnicities and
income levels go to CHI for a

host of health care needs.
Patients who can’t afford it are
taken care of and others are
given a sliding fee scale to
work with in their budget.

The operation has grown
from a few volunteers, includ-
ing doctors, to a staff of more
than 600 offering with a wide
variety of specialties, including
pediatrics, obstetrics and gyne-
cology services, family medi-
cine, radiology, mental health
and dental.

“I think that they did a
great job,” said Simpson with a
smile.

Ison’s daughter gleams
with hope for the future of her
mother’s legacy - one born out
of meager beginnings.

- Article and photographs
submitted by Tiffani Helberg,
vice president of communica-
tions and development at
Community Health of South
Florida, Inc. Turn to
Caribbean Today’s Black
History Month feature, 
pages 11-13.

Æ

have made.
“I might not be African

American, but we are all of
African descent,” Plummer
explained. “This country has
never seen a black president
before. I take pride in
President (Barack) Obama
because if a minority can get
this far in life it shows that if
you put your mind to some-
thing and work hard you can
achieve greatness regardless of
your skin color. It’s a milestone
for the American black com-
munity.”

BEST FIT
Yet there are Caribbean

Americans who embrace the
African American category.

For some, it’s picking from the
best fit the U.S. has to offer.

“I do consider myself
African American,” Jamaican-
born photographer and author
David Muir said. “I am born
Jamaican and will never lose
that grouping, but have no
issue with choosing to belong
to a larger grouping here in the
country of my residence.

“…The other choices are
far less representative of who I
am and I am unlikely to choose
‘other’. I only verbally describe
myself as African American to
people with a box to check 
if I believe the person I am
addressing is likely to want one

of the major categories used in
this country, and I am aiming
to make it clear that I am not
Hispanic.”

Blacks of Hispanic back-
ground also grapple with the
African American category,
according to artist Sonia Baez-
Hernandez, who was born in
the Dominican Republic and
raised in Puerto Rico.

“I identify myself as
Puerto-Dominican,” Baez-
Hernandez said. “I speak
English with an accent and
African Americans and cau-
casians identify me as the
other.

“It is important to cele-
brate the different histories,
cultures, identity formations,
experiences of blackness,” she
added. “However, to affirm
blackness from a universal cat-
egory of African American
denies the vast experiences of
blackness, the multiplicity of
social voices, memories, lan-
guage narratives, appropriation
practices in the African diaspo-
ra living in the Caribbean,
South and Central America, or
those who immigrated to the
United States.”

Celebrating cultural unique-
ness is important, according to
Thomas, who noted that blacks
from all over the world, includ-
ing the Caribbean, who moved
to the U.S., benefited because of
the political and cultural strug-
gles of African Americans.

“There have been
moments when Afro Caribbean
and African American popula-
tions have come together in
order to support political and
social causes,” she said.

So, what will it take to
bridge the divide?

“We have to be more
open, less attached to these
binary categories so we can 
be Caribbean and black
American, and whatever other
category,” said Queeley.

Dawn A. Davis is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ
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The following is the edited
version of the 13th in a series
of ‘letters’ written to United
States President Barack
Obama.

Dear Mr. President,

They say 13 is a lucky
number and I am now a
believer!

I never thought that at
letter number 13 I, like so
many immi-
grants and
rights advo-
cates in this
country,
would be cel-
ebrating an
immigration
reform bill
that could
become law
and impact
the lives of
so many who desperately
need relief. Finally hope we
can believe in!

But now the real battle
begins – getting this measure
past the U.S. Congress and
on to your desk
so it can become
law. Particularly,
if it is to become
a reality by the
first half of this
year as you say,
for so many mil-
lions of hard
working immi-
grants who des-
perately need it.

CAUTIOUS
But having been down

this road before, too many
times, I’m also only cautious-
ly optimistic, especially since
the right wingers have
already begun ratcheting up
their fear mongering, insist-
ing that the 11-plus million
people, who could benefit
from this measure, will add a
burden to the social welfare
system.

Interesting isn’t
it? Yet according to
data from the U.S.
Department of
Health and Human
Services, U.S.
Department of
Commerce and the
CATO Institute,
more whites in this
country are on welfare than
any immigrant group –
Hispanic, Asians, Africans or
West Indians. Almost 39 per-
cent of whites out of 4.3 mil-
lion people in the U.S. are on
welfare, compared to 15.7 per-
cent of Hispanics, 2.4 percent
of Asians and 3.3 percent,
other.

Aviva Chomsky, a profes-
sor at Salem State College,
states: “Early studies in
California and in the

Southwest and in the
Southeast…have come to the
same conclusions. Immigrants,
legal and illegal, are more
likely to pay taxes than they
are to use public services.”

Further, according to the
Immigration Policy Center,
nearly half of all long time
undocumented immigrants are
homeowners, while another
50-plus percent aged 25-64
have at least a high school
education or a college degree.

HELPING
Many too are already pay-

ing taxes via tax identification
numbers or as sole proprietors
of businesses and their Social
Security and Medicare contri-
butions – about $11.2 billion –
went into the Social Security
Trust Fund in 2007, while $2.6
billion went into Medicare.
This means they are helping
to support older Americans as
undocumented immigrants are
not eligible to receive these
services.

Research reviewed by the
non-partisan Congressional

Budget Office
also indicates
that between 50
percent and 75
percent of
unauthorized
immigrants pay
federal, state
and local taxes.
Additionally,

UCLA
research indi-

cates that nearly approxi-
mately eight million U.S.
jobs are dependent upon
economic activity produced
by undocumented migrants
within the U.S.

Mr. President, these are
the facts you, Democrats and
the gang of eight senators
must speak about in this dia-
logue. It is not enough to tell
sad stories of the undocu-
mented and act like you are

giving a hand
out to these
immigrants,
but you must
sell the story
in dollars and
sense so that
the right wing
fear monger-
ing machine
does not drive

a nail into the heart of this
bill and send it down the
path it has gone before
under a Republican presi-
dent.

Respectfully,
Felicia Persaud

The writer is founder of
NewsAmericasNow,
CaribPR Wire and Hard
Beat Communications.
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Isuddenly find myself con-
cerned about my black-
ness.
It had never occurred to

me to worry about it before.
Then came the recent inci-
dent on ESPN’s “First Take”
program that initially got
commentator Rob Parker sus-
pended and then fired out-
right.

It seems Parker, who is
African American, analyzed
what he saw as the insuffi-
cient blackness of Robert
Griffin III, rookie quarter-
back for the Washington,
D.C., football team that is
named for a racial slur.
Having returned their team to
relevance for the first time
since the Bill Clinton era,
“RG3”, as he is known, can
do no wrong in the eyes of
Slurs fans. But Parker, saying
that the young man’s fiancé is
(gasp!) white and that he 
himself is rumored to be -
cover the children’s ears - a
Republican, found him lack-
ing in the area of authentic
blackness.

“My question,” he said,
“which is just a straight, hon-
est question: is he a brother,
or is he a cornball brother?
He’s not really...O.K., he’s
black, he kind of does the
thing, but he’s not really down
with the cause. He’s not one
of us. He’s kind of black, but
he’s not really like the guy
you really want to hang out
with...”

EXPLOSION
That explosion you hear

is the sound of my mind,
blown. I’m left second-guess-
ing my own blackness.

I mean, I listen to Bruce
Springsteen, for crying out
loud! There’s even a Dixie
Chicks album on my iPod.
Should I download more
James Brown and Al Green
to save my, ahem, soul?

And I read books some-
times, man - even when no
one’s making me do it. Some
of them are thick as bricks.
Some aren’t even about
African American themes.

It gets worse. I have no
natural rhythm, no criminal
record and can correctly pro-
nounce the word “ask”. I
don’t curse nearly as much as
I ought to. Oh, and I went
and married my baby mama.

Obviously, my blackness
is on life support.

DEMEANING
Many of us have been

taught that it is demeaning
and delimiting when someone
presumes to say who you are,
how you will behave, what
you think, what you like, and
how intelligent you are, from
the color of your skin. We
have been taught that such

behavior abridges the other
person’s individuality.

But apparently, that’s only
when white people do it to
black people. When black
people do it to black people,
it’s called assessing your black-
ness, making sure you aren’t
some “cornball brother”.

How enlightening to learn
that. It is even more enlight-
ening to dis-
cover that we
have such
easy-peasy
rubrics to go
by. You can’t
be black if
you are a
Republican?
That means
Colin Powell
isn’t black.
Neither, if
published
reports are to be believed, are
rappers LL Cool J and 50
Cent. Who’d have thought?

DOUBLE WHAMMY
And if you can’t be black

and have a white significant

other...wow. There goes -
what? Half? 90 percent? - of
all the brothers in the NBA.

Poor Frederick Douglass
has a double whammy. He
was a Republican and had a
white wife. Who’d have
thought this former slave, one
of the towering heroes of
African American history,
wasn’t black enough?

It is this kind of bold
insight and trenchant analysis
ESPN loses in sacking Rob
Parker. What is the network
thinking? Parker, who also
contributes commentary to
WDIV television in Detroit,
defended himself in an inter-
view with the station that
aired just before ESPN
dropped the ax. He pro-
nounced himself shocked by
the fallout and suggested his
comments were taken out of
context.

“You can’t be afraid to
talk about race,” he said.

He’s exactly right. In dis-
cussing race, we must be fear-

Moving on immigration reform COLOR CODE: How black is black enough?
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FELICIA
PERSAUD

LEONARD
PITTS

It is not enough to tell sad
stories of the undocument-
ed and act like you are giv-
ing a hand out to these
immigrants, but you must
sell the story in dollars and
sense…

Additionally, UCLA research
indicates that nearly
approximately eight million
U.S. jobs are dependent
upon economic activity
produced by undocument-
ed migrants within the U.S.

(Continued on page 10)



The White House and United States
Congress must move quickly to enact just
and humane comprehensive immigration
reform.

In the wake of the 2012 elections in the
U.S., both Democratic and Republican
lawmakers have expressed the need to act
on the issue. The window for bipartisan
legislation is now open.

Ethnic media have a high stake in the
future of immigration policy in the U.S.
That’s why we are joining together to take
an editorial stand to urge Congress and the
White House: Make 2013 the year of
immigration reform.

This is not merely a question of politics.
We are calling for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform because it is the morally right,
economically wise and pragmatically sensi-
ble thing to do.

Our country is a nation of laws, and it is
clear that U.S. immigration laws need to
be overhauled. The immigration system is
broken, not only for the 11 million undoc-
umented immigrants, but for the thou-
sands of immigrants who are unable to get
visas to work in the U.S.; for American
businesses that can’t hire the workers they
need; for the families who wait for years to
get visas to join their relatives in the U.S.

We need comprehensive immigration
reform that will reunite families, reinvigo-
rate the economy, and revive our identity
as a nation that thrives on the contribu-
tions of hard-working immigrants.

It’s clear that our federal immigration laws
are not working. Federal inaction on immigra-
tion has led states from Arizona to Alabama to
write their own legislation. Even the recently
announced Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program is a temporary band-
aid that does nothing to solve the larger prob-
lem of a broken immigration system.

Immigration has been portrayed as a divi-
sive issue. In reality it’s not. All of us would ben-
efit from an effective immigration system that
responds to the needs of the market, protects all
workers from abuse and exploitation and puts
an end to the practice of separating parents
from their children.

We need an immigration system that
reflects the best traditions of our history - our
belief in justice, equality, and economic opportu-
nity.

And as we look to the future, we must
make sure that we remain competitive in an
increasingly globalized world. We need to con-
tinue to attract the best and the brightest, to be
the destination of the world’s most innovative
workers.

We must act now. Our economy and our
future depend on it.

Editor’s Note: The above editorial was pro-
duced in association with New America Media
(http://www.newamericamedia.org), a national
association of ethnic media, and was published
by ethnic media in the United States to bring
attention to the urgency of immigration reform.

Æ

less. We must also be thoughtful. And
informed. And exact. And alive to the rami-
fications of what we say.

Surely, Rob Parker knows this. Or if he
didn’t before, he does now.

As for being black enough, he is proba-

bly a greater expert than he was before. He
is, after all, a man out of work. It doesn’t get
much blacker than that.

© 2013 The Miami Herald.
Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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FELICIA PERSAUD

Much ado was made
last month on the tel-
evised VW advertise-

ment that was scheduled to air
on Super Bowl Sunday. If you
missed the hoopla, the adver-
tisement features a white
actor who speaks Jamaican
and urges his co-workers to
get happy.

Several media and so-
called experts have slammed
the advertisement as racist,
while Jamaicans themselves
have largely embraced it, call-
ing it funny and saying they
are thrilled at the brand expo-
sure it’s given to their island.

But while the New York
Times’ Charles Blow calls it
“black face with voices” and

the Wall Street Journal
described it as the “Jar Jar
Binks of 2013”, lost in the
entire brouhaha is not the
advertisement, but the under-
lying ‘real’ discrimination that
persists.

SCRUTINY
1) When I looked at 

the advertisement initially, I 
first assumed it was a white
Jamaican. Upon further inves-
tigation, I found out he was
simple a white American
actor, hired to play the part,
which to my mind is the real
discrimination.

Why couldn’t VW find
themselves a real Jamaican or
an actor, to do this advertise-
ment, even a white one? And
is this simply a way for VW to

compete with Nissan, which
has Usain Bolt as its advertise-
ment spokesperson, and bene-
fits from Brand Jamaica with-
out paying a Jamaican? (Yes
there are white Jamaicans who
speak like that guy! Just ask
Butch Stewart of Sandals!)

2) The mainstream media
in America sees everything in
black and white, so the so-
called expert opinions being
quoted and sought are African
Americans. Why? Where are

the Jamaican and Caribbean
experts on this subject or
where are the Jamaican voices
in the United States being
quoted on this? Or don’t the
producers of these talk shows
or newspaper articles know
any? That then is the real
racism!

IGNORANCE
They could have walked

down Flatbush Avenue in
Brooklyn or found many on

Jamaica Avenue in Queens,
New York or Gun Hill Road
in the Bronx and asked their
opinion. But they did not.
Why? Because they don’t real-
ly matter!

How can an African
American, whose socialization
is largely black and white,
relate to a cultural identity
that is multi-racial and multi-
dimensional, and truly under-
stand and have an informed
opinion on an ad such as this
one? They cannot!

Blow’s “black face with
voice comments” speaks to
this ignorance. The assump-
tion that all Jamaicans are
black could not be further
from the truth.

That my friends’ is the
real discrimination!

- Edited from a column from
News Americas written by
Felicia Persaud, founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.

Æ
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A scene from the much talked about televised VW advertisement.



Music, dancing and
poetry will be among
the tools used to rec-

ognize black history in presen-
tations at South Florida public
libraries during February.

The Miami-Dade Public
Library System will celebrate
the event with a variety of
events, open to the public,
including a program of Reggie
Paul’s music which explores
the many styles of African
American song.

Persons ages 12-19 are
invited to participate in the
fifth Annual Teen
Photography contest, which
runs from through Feb. 9. The
contest challenges participants
to get behind the lens to cap-
ture some aspect of African
American culture in Miami-
Dade County. Categories
include architecture, art and
lifestyle. Prizes will be award-
ed for the top three finishers. 

For more information
about these programs and for
a complete listing of events,
visit www.mdpls.org and click
on Calendar of Events.
Among the Black History
Month highlights are:

The African American
Experience with storyteller
Tamara Green - Green pres-

ents African American tales
of diversity, encouragement
sharing and success Feb. 8 at
the following times and library
branches: 10:30 a.m. - North
Central; 1 p.m. - Model City;
and 3:30 p.m. - Lemon City.
Feb. 9: 11 a.m. - Sunset; noon
– Concord; and 1:30 p.m. –
Country Walk.

African Dance and Drum
Circle - Participate in drum-
ming and dancing from West
Africa 3 p.m. Feb. 9 at North
Shore; noon Feb. 16 at Virrick
Park; and 4:30 p.m. Feb. 20 at
Allapattah.

Read Along, Sing a Song
with Florida Grand Opera -
Follow the story of Skit-Scat
Raggedy Cat: Ella Fitzgerald
by Roxane Orgill at 10:30 a.m.
Feb. 12 - Arcola Lakes.

Children ages five to eight
can sing, dance and play an
instrument. Registration
required. Contact Cerise
Sutton at 305-854-1643 Ext.
1100 or csutton@fgo.org.

The Jams of Jimi Hendrix
and other Infamous African
American Rockers - Listen to
the music of Jimi Hendrix,
Lenny Kravitz and others of
African American descent.
Live music played by teens. 

The history of
racial violence
in Florida will

be the focus of a dis-
cussion this month at
the African-American
Research Library and
Cultural Center
(AARLCC) in Fort
Lauderdale.

At 6 p.m. Feb. 25,
author and educator
Dr. Marvin Dunn will
discuss his latest book
“The Beast in Florida:
A History of Anti-
Black Violence”, which
addresses a century of racial
violence in Florida. Dunn calls
a symbolic embodiment of
racial violence and hatred
“The Beast”, which openly
prowled the nation between
the Civil War and the civil
rights movement. According
to him, the reasons it
appeared, were varied - with
psychological, political, and
economic dynamics all playing
a part - but the outcome was
always brutal, if not deadly.

From the bombing of
Harriette and Harry T.
Moore’s home on Christmas
Day to Willie James Howard’s
murder; from the Rosewood
massacre to the Newberry Six
lynchings, Marvin Dunn is
expected to offer a catalogue

of The Beast’s rampages in
Florida.

CONTEXT
Dunn is expected to pro-

vide context for a century’s
worth of racial violence by
examining communities over
time. Insights from interviews
with descendants of both per-
petrators and victims shape
his study of Florida’s racial
history.

Dunn is a retired chair-
man of the Department of
Psychology at Florida
International University and
the author of “Black Miami in
the Twentieth Century”. He
was born in DeLand, Florida,
and educated in the Florida
public school system. His fam-
ily moved to Miami in 1951.
In 1961, he earned a bachelor

of arts degree in psychol-
ogy from Morehouse
College in Atlanta,
Georgia. He began his
career as a naval officer,
serving from 1961 to
1967. He also studied at
Roosevelt University in
Chicago and received a
master’s degree in educa-
tion administration and
supervision in 1965. In
1972, Dunn earned a doc-
torate in psychology from
the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville.

CULTURE
In 1999 Dunn designed 

and traveled a photographic
history of blacks in Florida
with a grant from the Florida
Humanities Council. He has
also developed Florida black
history photographic exhibits
for Florida International
University and for Camillus
House’s Brownsville Christian
Community Center.

Dunn’s book “Black
Miami in the Twentieth
Century” was published in
1997. “The Beast in Florida: 
A History of Anti-Black
Violence” is due for publica-
tion this month by University
Press of Florida.

Dunn has directed three

Entertainment, education to mark
Miami-Dade libraries’ celebration
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JASON WALKER

Auburn Avenue in
Atlanta, Georgia is
where noted

American civil rights activist
Dr. Martin Luther Kings Jr.
was raised. It’s a shrine to
black history in that southern
United States city.

The street is where the his-
toric Royal Peacock, instru-
mental in launching the careers
of musical legends such as Ray
Charles and Gladys Knight, is
located. The Royal Peacock
also became the launching pad
for entertainment in the city’s
Caribbean and Ethiopian com-
munities.

Now it’s also a location
which stores much of
America’s black history. In
May 1994 the Auburn Avenue
Research Library (AARL)
opened “and was the first

public library of its kind in the
southeast to offer specialized
reference and archival collec-
tions for the study and
research of Africana cul-
tures,” according the Sharon
E. Robinson, manager of the
AARL’s Reference and
Research Division and an
associate administrator.

“Its mission is to promote
specialized research library
services, archival resources,
and culturally/educationally
related activities essential for
study and use by the general
public, students and scholars.” 

AARL is a standard bear-
er in Georgia for showcasing
and educating about the
African diaspora in the
Caribbean and Central, South
and North America. The
Caribbean alone represents
35 countries and numerous
cultures and languages.

“For nearly 19 years, the
library has presented over
1,000 programs that strive to
highlight and interpret our
various collections, as well as
offer a wide range of free edu-
cational services and programs
of special interest to the pub-
lic,” said Robinson, a native of
Harlem, New York with
African and Caribbean her-
itage.

CELEBRATION
In February, the AARL 

is celebrating Black History
Month with a series of activi-
ties. Scheduled events include
a photo exhibition, film
screenings and discussions.
According to Robinson, atten-
dance at the annual programs
has grown over the years.

“A contributing factor
may be the Research Library’s
outreach efforts to actively
engage a variety of communi-
ties, and to form collaborative
programming partnerships
with local and regional cultur-
ally-based organizations,” 
she said.

The Caribbean communi-
ty has not been left out.

“The response from the
Caribbean community and
community-at-large has been
very positive,” said Robinson. 

“Recognized as a leading
national and international
institution supporting the
study and research of the cul-
ture and history of Africana
cultures; the community-at-
large views the Research
Library as an immensely valu-

“Daddy Marcus” and
“Heights” will be among
the works of Caribbean-

born, Florida-based artist Raw
Pencil on display in two exhi-
bitions during Black History
Month. A “Faces of Africa”,
showcasing 25 acrylic-on-can-
vas paintings including images
of prominent figures such as
the late reggae star Bob
Marley and  Ethiopian
Emperor Haile Selassie I, are
mounted in the WDNA Jazz
Gallery, at 2921 Coral Way,
Miami, Florida. The exhibit
continues there through Mar.
16 and is open for public view-
ing Mondays through Fridays
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, contact Howard
Duperly at 305-662-8889 or at
hduperly@staff.wdna.org.

Raw Pencil’s works will
also be on display from Feb.
20 through Mar. 18 at the City
of Pompano’s ArtHall
Exhibition, at the CRA
Business Resource Center, 50
N.E. First St., Pompano

Beach, Florida. Raw Pencil,
real name Ras David
Williams, was born in St.
Mary, Jamaica. He is sched-
uled to be present at the open-
ing reception from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Feb. 20. His art will
be open for public viewing
Mondays to Fridays from 8:30

a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact Susan Kores
at 954-586-1199 or at
susan@iedfl.com. 

The Raw Pencil art exhi-
bitions were arranged by the
Rootz Foundation Inc. Entry
to both exhibitions is free.

Æ
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Artist Raw Pencil makes his mark in South Florida exhibitions

“Heights”

“Daddy Marcus”



able institution that all of
metro Atlanta can be proud
and supportive of.

“…Our programs and
events give us an opportunity
to connect our resources and
services to our local, national
and global communities.”

EVENTS
Below is a listing of activi-

ties for 2013 Black History
Month at the AARL:

Feb. 1-24 – Photo exhibit:
Beneath the Bridges of Atlanta.

Feb. 7, 7 p.m. – Community
lecture: “The Global Currency
of Whiteness – The Psychology
of Beauty in the African
Diaspora”.

Feb. 16, 3 p.m. – Film
screening with discussion:
“High Flyin’ with the Tuskegee
Airmen”.

Feb. 17, 3 p.m. –
Community discussion: “Black
Herman: An Extraordinary Life
of Magic & Mystery”.

Feb. 23, noon –
Community discussion:
“Revitalizing the Voices of
Domestic Workers: The
Ongoing Struggle for Dignity
and Respect”.

Feb. 23, 3 p.m. – Film
screening and discussion:
“Lesson Before Dying”.

Feb. 24, 3 p.m. –
Community lecture: “You Can’t
Steal My Soul: African Cultural
Influences in the United
States”.

The AARL is located at
101 Auburn Ave. N.E., Atlanta.
For more information, call 404-
730-4001, Ext. 210.

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Feb. 9, 3 p.m. - South
Dade Regional; and Feb. 16, 2
p.m. - West Dade Regional.

Teen Open Mic - Sing,
read, do stand-up comedy,
play an instrument or just
come for the show. You may
perform original or cover
material celebrating Black
History Month and African
American culture. Feb. 16 3
p.m. - Arcola Lakes; Feb. 19 5
p.m. - North Dade Regional;
Feb. 20, 3 p.m. – Allapattah;
Feb. 20 3 p.m. – Edison; Feb.
26, 7 p.m. - Golden Glades;
and Feb. 27, 5:30 p.m. -
International Mall.

RAP: Rhyming,
Producing & Publishing
Workshop – Participants will
be able to share their skills
and points of view, listen to
music, watch videos, write
poems and songs; rap, blog or
talk about what’s hot versus
what’s not with professionals
from PATH: Preserving,
Archiving & Teaching Hip-
Hop. Registration required.
For ages 12-18. 

Feb. 6, 5:30 p.m. -
California Club; Feb. 13, 3:30
p.m. – Edison; and Feb. 19, 4
p.m. - North Dade Regional. 

The Evolution of African
American Music with Reggie

Paul  - Musician Reggie Paul
will let participants explore
various styles of African
American music. Feb. 16, 2
p.m. - Opa-locka; and Feb. 23,
11 a.m. - North Shore.

The Dream Weaver, the
Poetry of Langston Hughes -
The words and world of
Langston Hughes, poet and
leading light of the Harlem
Renaissance, as performed in
a one-man show by New
York-based writer David
Mills. Feb. 21, 7 p.m. –
Pinecrest; Feb. 23, 11 a.m. –
Kendall; and Feb. 23, 4:30
p.m. - Coral Reef.

Æ

Entertainment, education to mark Miami-Dade libraries celebration

documentary films, “Black
Seminoles in the Bahamas:
The Red Bays Story”,
“Murder on the Suwannee
River: The Willie James

Howard Story” and
“Rosewood Uncovered”. He
is currently serving as scholar-
in-residence for Camillus
House of Miami and is also
founder of the non-profit
organization Roots in the City,
which hires indigent people to

develop community gardens in
Miami inner-city areas.

The AARLCC is located
at 2650 Sistrunk Blvd. For
more information, call 954-
357-2810.

Æ
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BRIEFS
• FAU to host events at three
campuses
Florida Atlantic University will cele-
brate Black History Month with a
series of events throughout
February at its Boca Raton, Jupiter
and Broward campuses.

The events, which include lec-
tures and film screenings, are free
and open to the public, unless oth-
erwise noted. For more informa-
tion, call the Office of Multicultural
Affairs at 561-297-2959 or visit
www.fau.edu.

• Chess tournament in
Pembroke Pines

A new “Youth Chess
Tournament/Black History Month”
edition will be held from 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 9 at Southwest
Regional Library, 16835 Sheridan
St. in Pembroke Pines, Florida.
Children ages six to 19 are invited
to participate in this free event.

For more information and to
register, call the Youth Services
Department at Teen Services, 954-
357-6733.

• ‘Ankara Miami 2013’
African heritage fashion will be

the focus of the “Ankara Miami
2013” show to be held Feb. 23 at
the Kovens Conference Center in
Miami, Florida. Showtime is at 9
p.m.

For more information, call
305-924-2071.

• Miramar’s arts and crafts
fest

The City of Miramar in Florida
will celebrate Black History Month
with a “Black History Celebration
and Arts & Crafts Festival” from 4
p.m. to 10 p.m. Feb. 23 at the
Miramar Town Center, 2300 Civic
Center Place.

For more information, call
954-602-3319 or visit
www.ci.miramar.fl.us/communi-
tyservices/events.

- Compiled from various
sources.

Æ
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Stories found between the pages of books aren’t 
the only way families satisfy their craving for 
knowledge of a culture rich in heritage and 
history. Meals steeped in tradition and served 
on treasures passed down through generations 
also nourish their souls.  



JASON WALKER

On Feb. 22, 1979, St.
Lucia became an inde-
pendent state of the

Commonwealth of Nations
associated with the United
Kingdom.

Sir John Melvin Compton
became the first prime minis-
ter of the eastern Caribbean
island. He is referred to as the
“Father of St. Lucia”.

The island that is known
for its great beauty also pro-
duced great laureates Sir
Arthur Lewis (first Nobel lau-
reate for economics) and
Derek Walcott (Nobel laure-
ate for literature). This year it
is celebrating 34 years of
Independence in the island
and throughout the diaspora.

Caribbean Today caught
up with the representatives of
St. Lucian organizations in the
United States - Denis Ishmael,
president of the St. Lucia
Association of Georgia and
Monica Victor, vice president
of the St. Lucia Association of
South Florida, Inc. Ishmael
and Victor work with mem-
bers of the St. Lucia diaspora
to celebrate, promote and
support St. Lucia.

According to Ishmael
“the St. Lucia Association of
Georgia was formed in 2008
with the following objec-
tives: Help relieve poverty,
sickness and distress. The

organization strives to
advance the education of the
inhabitants of St. Lucia and
the St. Lucian community
within Georgia and other
states.”

Victor noted: “The St.

Lucia Association of South
Florida Inc. is dedicated to
keeping our traditions and
heritage of our island home
alive and well wherever we
roam.”

St. Lucians have had a
major impact nationally and
internationally. In addition to
Lewis and Walcott, H.E.
Dame Pearlette Louisy, for
example, was the first female
governor general, appointed in
Sept. 1997. Victor also
explained “since our

Independence the tourism
industry has blossomed. There
has been expansions in educa-
tion, our healthcare services,
and our infrastructure for

St. Lucian-born Joan
Hinkson has been elect-
ed chairperson of the

Miami-Broward One Carnival
by the board of directors of
the organization’s host com-
mittee.

Hinkson is the first
woman and first St. Lucian 
to hold the post.

A successful business-
woman, Hinkson has been a
part of Miami Carnival at all
levels, including masquerader
(competing for the Queen 
of Carnival title), and band-

leader of “D’ First
Dimension”.  She served on
the Bandleaders’ Board which
produced the carnival in 1990,
and became a director of suc-
cessive carnival boards, includ-
ing Caribbean American
Carnival, Miami Carnival Inc.
and Miami-Broward One
Carnival Host Committee.

She has also served as
chair of the St. Lucia
Association of South Florida.
The Miami Broward Carnival
is scheduled for Oct. 13.

Æ
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ST. LUCIA INDEPENDENCE

Derek Walcott at age 80.

The majestic Pitons of St. Lucia.

FACTS ON ST. LUCIA

St. Lucia is a sovereign island
country in the eastern
Caribbean Sea on the boundary
with the Atlantic Ocean.

The capital is Castries.
It is located north/northeast

of the island of St. Vincent,
northwest of Barbados and
south of Martinique. It covers a
land area of 238.23 square
miles. Population, as of 2010,
was 174,000.

St. Lucia was named 
after Saint Lucy of Syracuse 
by the French, the island’s 
first European colonizers. They
signed a treaty with the native
Carib people in 1660. England
took control of the island from
1663 to 1667. In ensuing

years, it was at war with
France 14 times and rule of the
island changed frequently.

In 1814, the British took
definitive control of the island.
St. Lucia has a legal system
based on English common law.
The judiciary is independent.

Representative government
came about in 1924 (with uni-
versal suffrage from 1953).
From 1958 to 1962, the island
was a member of the
Federation of the West Indies.

On Feb. 22, 1979, St. Lucia
became an independent state.

- Information edited from
Wikipedia.

Æ(Continued on page 16)



More than 50 artistes
are set to perform
across several loca-

tions on the Caribbean island
during The St. Lucia Jazz and
Arts Festival set for April 30
to May 12.

The festival’s new listings
of artistic activities will incor-
porate drama and dance, steel
pan music, spoken word pre-
sentations and fashion shows
at venues stretching from the
northern town of Gros-Islet 
to Vieux Fort in the south.
Specific locations include
Pigeon Island National

Landmark, Fond d’Or
HeritagePark in Dennery,
Rudy John Beach Park in
Laborie, and the Port Castries
waterfront setting of the
Pointe Seraphine Duty Free
Shopping complex.

This year’s event will also
feature the return of “Jazz on
the Square” in the capital city
Castries, and a return to the
picturesque open-air venue of
Balenbouche Estate in the
south.

CULTURE
“Several of our traditional

community celebrations, like
the Friday night street parties,
culturally rich fish-fries, our
creole music and the like will
be woven in the fabric of the
redefined Jazz and Arts
Festival and showcased in a
fresh and exciting way,” said
Deputy Director of Tourism
Tracey Warner Arnold.   

Scheduled performers
include Trinidadian-born
trumpet player Etienne
Charles; Cuban jazz pianist
Roberto Fonseca; contempo-
rary jazz bands from the
French Antilles and The John
Scofield Uberjam Band.
Music family group The
Jacksons is also slated, along
with fellow Americans R.
Kelly and the legendary
group O Jays.

Caribbean star David
Rudder, bandleader and
mambo musician Tito Puente
Jr., guitarist and singer
Ronald “Boo” Hinkson and
Senegalese American hip-
hop star Akon are also on
the roster of performers.

For more information,
visit www.stluciajazz.org or
call 1-800-4STLUCIA.

Æ

The St. Lucia Tourist
Board has unveiled a
new brand campaign,

themed “Lift Your Senses”,
which it hopes captures vaca-
tion moments in a fresh, jour-
nalistic style. 

Designed to evoke an emo-
tional response, the campaign
aims to portray the essence of
St. Lucia as an island that lifts
visitors’ five senses - sight,
taste, hearing, feel and smell.

The campaign was created
by ISM, the Boston-based trav-
el and lifestyle marketing firm,
in collaboration with the board.

“From strategy develop-
ment through to execution, the
‘Lift Your Senses’ campaign
truly captures what sets St. Lucia
apart from other Caribbean des-
tinations in a way that we
believe will differentiate our
island in an extremely crowded
competitive set,” Louis Lewis,
director of tourism for the St.
Lucia Tourist Board, said in

making the announcement last
month.

CAMPAIGN
Presented in a series of

vignettes, the campaign aims to
bring the reader or viewer clos-
er to the on-island experience
through a com-
bination of
close-up shots
and experien-
tial imagery.
Headlines tie
each of the five
senses to the
variety of ways
to stay and
play on the
Caribbean island to reach
romance/bridal, family, adven-
ture/dive, yachting and other
key markets.  Conversation ties
to the central idea that St.
Lucia “lifts” all the senses.

“St. Lucia is such a rich
destination of natural beauty,
symbolized by the majestic

Pitons, exceptional hospitality
and commitment to service and
mix of hotel product,” Nerdin
St. Rose, vice president market-
ing and sales for the tourist
board said in a recent press
release.

“Lift Your Senses taps a
variety of experiences to pro-
vide an ideal platform to con-
nect with diverse groups of
travelers in each of our target
markets.”

The new campaign opened
last month with online advertis-
ing initially followed by print
placement in major consumer
publications. Television adver-
tising is scheduled to be
launched later in the year.

For more information
about St. Lucia as a destination,
visit http://stlucianow.com, call
1-800-4STLUCIA or become a
fan on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/SaintLuciaTouristBo
ard.

Æ

NEW AND IMPROVED: St. Lucia
jazz and arts fest April 30 to May 12

Island launches new brand campaign

instance our air and sea
ports.”

INDEPENDENCE
Victor reminisced about

Independence in St. Lucia.
“As a child I remember

participating in the national
parade dressed in my beauti-
fully ironed school uniform,”
she said. “I also remember
dignitaries from all over the
world being in attendance.
The older folks who were
there talk about the pride they
felt in waving their own flag,
the St. Lucian flag, instead of
the Union Jack (the British
flag); and singing our own
national anthem ‘Sons and
daughters of St. Lucia’ as
opposed to England’s ‘God
Save the Queen’. They also

recall the landing of jets from
around the world and the
docking of warships. All in all
it has been, and continues to
be, a proud moment for all St.
Lucians.”

Ishmael believes the prin-
ciples associated with
Independence are: “The land,
the people and the light”. St.
Lucians around the world, he
added, are upholding those
principles. To celebrate
Independence in South
Florida, according to Victor
“we (in Miami) often start the
day off with a church service,
after which we celebrate with a
picnic. St. Lucians always look
forward to this day and show
up in large numbers adorned
in blue, yellow, black and
white-the colors of our flag.”  

“…In St. Lucia,
Independence Day is celebrat-

ed with a national parade
where civil servants and
school children partake in a
national festivities,” Victor
added. “We are a very patriot-
ic people and look forward to
Independence Day.” 

In Georgia, Ishmael said
those in the city of Atlanta
will be able to attend a “cele-
bration of our 34th anniver-
sary of independence on
February 23rd.”

For more information
about the St. Lucia Association
of South Florida, Inc., e-mail
floridalucians@gmail.com. For
more information on the St.
Lucia Association of Georgia
dishmael@comcast.net.

Jason Walker is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ
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An independent jewel of the eastern Caribbean

• Visa sharing
pact with U.S.,
Canada concerns
P.M.

St. Lucia’s Prime
Minister Kenny
Anthony has
expressed concern

over the impact of the new visa informa-
tion sharing agreement between Canada
and the United States.

The agreement, signed in
December, allows both countries to
share information about third country
nationals who apply for a visa or per-
mit to travel to either the U.S. or
Canada. The prime minister said the
new visa information sharing pact
between Canada and the U.S. repre-
sents another blow to St. Lucia.

• Mixed signs for tourism markets
in 2012

Tourism officials say there was

significant improvement in some key
St. Lucia markets during 2012, includ-
ing the United Kingdom, despite the
recession and increase in the Air
Passenger Duty (APD).

However, they lament a decline in
arrivals in the United States market pri-
marily because of a 20 percent loss in
airlift from North America. The officials
expect the matter to be addressed with
the impending arrival of a new carrier
here by the mid-year.

• E.U. provides funds for St. Lucia
projects

The European Union (E.U.) is pro-
viding more than Euro 1.7 million (one
Euro = US$1.33 cents) for two projects
in St. Lucia.

Ambassador Mikael Barford, head
of the E.U.’s delegation to Barbados
and the Eastern Caribbean, and Prime
Minister Dr. Kenny Anthony last month
signed the agreements providing for

the funds which will facilitate the com-
pletion of the New National Hospital,
provide access to safe drinking water,
support the National Housing and
Development program to provide infra-
structure.

• Insurance body names St. Lucian
CEO

The regional governments-owned
Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance
Facility (CCRIF) has appointed St.
Lucian Isaac Anthony as its first full
time chief executive officer.

Anthony, a former senior public ser-
vant, has served on the boards of key
regional financial institutions, including
the Barbados-based Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB). He took up
his new appointment from Jan. 1.

- Compiled from various sources.
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ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada,
CMC - Grenadians will go to
the polls in general elections
on Feb. 19. 

Prime Minister Tilman
Thomas made the announce-
ment last month as he
addressed supporters at a
rally of the ruling National
Democratic Congress (NDC).

The NDC will be seeking

a second term,
while the
Opposition
New National
Party (NNP),
which was
voted out of
office in 2008,
will be seeking
to re-take the
control of gov-

ernment.
Last month the prime

minister, in an address to 
the nation, advised the 
governor general to dissolve
Parliament, paving way for
general elections. There are
approximately 55,000 regis-
tered voters on the list.

Æ

ELECTIONS: Grenadians to vote Feb. 19

ST.GEORGE’S, Grenada,
CMC - Reigning World and
Olympic 400 meters champion
Kirani James is Grenada’s
sports personality of 2012,
copping his fourth consecutive
title late last month.

James easily defeated a
field of 13 other male nomi-
nees for the national award
during a ceremony at the
Grenada Grand Beach
Resort. He previously won the
titles in 2009, 2010, and 2011,
but was the clear favorite after
securing the island’s first
Olympic medal when he won
the men’s 400 meters gold in
London, England last summer.

The selection panel of
sports journalist Trevor
Thwaites, Raymond Roberts
and Michael Bascombe also
selected another track athlete,

Neisha Bernard-Smith (former-
ly Bernard-Thomas), as the
female sports personality for
her competitiveness in 2012.

Bernard-Smith attained a
“B” Standard qualifying time
of two minutes 01.21 seconds
in the Women’s 800 meters for
the London Olympics. She
eventually reached the semi-
finals of the event with a sea-
son’s best 2:00.68.

IMPACT
Among factors the panel

used to determine the
awardees were the impact of
their performances locally,
regionally and internationally.

“Kirani James’s historic
achievement at the Games of
the XXX Olympiad in
London is unsurpassed by any
other Grenadian in the year

under review and Neisha
Smith made a remarkable
come-back in 2012 to quali-
fy for the London Olympic
Games,” said Bascombe in
his submission to the panel.
Guest speaker at the cere-

mony, organized by the
Grenada Olympic
Committee, was former
Bahamian Olympian
Pauline Davis-Thompson,
who noted the remarkable
respect Grenada gained as
the smallest nation with a
World and Olympic cham-
pion. Davis-Thompson won
two gold medals at the 2000

Olympic Games in Sydney,
Australia.

Also securing top honors
at the ceremony were track
and field athlete Anderson
Peters and swimmer
Oreoluwa Cherebin, who
were named junior sports per-
sonalities for 2012. Peters won
the under-17 boys’ jJavelin
throw at the Junior CARIF-
TA Games in Bermuda in a
championship record of 60.50
meters and later picked up
bronze at the Central
American and Caribbean
(CAC) Junior Championships
in San Salvador, El Salvador.

Cherebin took the gold medal
in the girls’ 13-14 years old 50
meters breaststroke in 35.90
seconds and silver in the 50
meters butterfly in 30.12 sec-
onds at the Caribbean Islands
Swimming Championships
(CISC).

Æ

James is Grenada’s sports personality of 2012

Olympic champion is guest at 
Feb. 9 dinner dance 
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Olympic champion
Kirani James is the
scheduled special guest

for The Grenada Cultural
Association of Florida’s 25th
annual dinner dance on Feb. 9.

The event, which starts at
7 p.m., is part of the celebra-
tion of the Caribbean coun-
try’s 39th anniversary of
Independence. It will be held
at the Sheraton Fort
Lauderdale Hotel.

This year’s event will
focus on youth, with the 
association aiming to assist
organizations and efforts in
Grenada, including support
for a boys’ youth soccer pro-
gram.

The association also
announced it will be support-
ing initiatives by the YWCA
Transition Project for girls and
young women in Grenada, as
well as awarding the annual
academic scholarship to a
Grenadian student in the
South Florida area.  

James won the 400 meters
gold medal at the Olympic
Games in London, England
last summer.

The hotel is located at
1825 Griffin Road, Dania
Beach. For more information,
call 954-920-3500.

Æ

FACTS ON GRENADA 

Grenada is an island
country and
Commonwealth

realm consisting of the island
of Grenada and six smaller
islands at the southern end
of the Grenadines in the
southeastern Caribbean Sea.

Grenada is located
northwest of Trinidad and
Tobago, northeast of
Venezuela, and southwest of
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.

Known as the “Island of

Spice”, because of the pro-
duction of nutmeg and mace
crops of which Grenada is
one of the world’s largest
exporters, its size is 133
square miles, with an esti-
mated population of 110,000.
The capital is St. George’s.

Grenada gained
Independence from Britain
Feb. 7, 1974.

- Edtied from Wikipedia.
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Legendary Caribbean singer
Calypso Rose is expected to
bring Trinidadian carnival fla-
vor to the next in the series of
“Live at Knight” concerts in
Miami, Florida.

The concert, present-
ed by the Adrienne Arsht
Center for the Performing Arts
of Miami-Dade County, will be
staged at 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 9 at
the John S. and James L.
Knight Concert Hall.

The acknowledged
“Queen of Calypso” is most
noted for her hit song “Fire in
Meh Wire”, which has become
a nationally recognized calyp-
so anthem in Trinidad and
Tobago. Calypso Rose’s 50-
year career includes her latest
album “Calypso Rose”.

TRAILBLAZER
Born McCartha Lewis in

Tobago, she started singing at
15 and has been a trailblazer.
Calypso Rose was the first
woman to win the “Calypso
King” crown in T&T.
Organizers then changed the
title to “Calypso Monarch”,
which Rose then won five
consecutive years.

Calypso Rose has taken
the Caribbean-flavored music
all over the world with her
witty lyrics and lively tempo.
Her personal life, musical
achievements and commit-
ment to defend women´s
rights were captured in
“Calypso Rose - The Lioness
of the Jungle”, a documentary
which aired on United States
public television in 2012.

For more information,
call 305-949-6722 or visit
www.arshtcenter.org. 

Æ

LOS ANGELES, California -
The Caribbean will have its
own diva on the Grammy
stage this month.

Barbados-born star
Rihanna, a five-time Grammy
winner who has earned three
nominations this year, is set to
perform at the 55th annual
show in honor of music’s
biggest night, set for Feb. 10.

Rihanna is up this year

for Best Pop Solo
Performance for “Where
Have You Been”, Best
Rap/Sung Collaboration (fea-
turing Jay-Z) for “Talk That
Talk” and Best Short Form
Music Video (featuring Calvin
Harris) for “We Found
Love”.

Also set to perform are
The Black Keys, Mumford &
Sons, Taylor Swift and Fun. 

Two-time GRAMMY
winner LL Cool J will return
as host of the event at the
Staples Center here. It will be
broadcast on the CBS
Television Network from 8
p.m. to 11:30 p.m.

- Edited from News
Americas. 
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Calypso Rose for ‘Live at Knight’

Bajan star Rihanna to perform at Grammys Feb. 10

Barbadian-born Rihanna
has confirmed her 
reconciliation with 

fellow pop star Chris Brown
although the American was
found guilty of assaulting 
her four years ago.

According to an interview
published in the latest issue 
of Rolling Stone magazine,
which hit stores late last
month, Rihanna is willing to
take another chance on a rela-
tionship with Brown, even if
other people do not support
that decision.

“I decided it was more
important for me to be happy,”
she reportedly told the maga-
zine’s Contributing Editor Josh
Eells.

“I wasn’t going to let any-
body’s opinion get in the way
of that. Even if it’s a mistake,
it’s my mistake. After being
tormented for so many years,
being angry and dark, I’d
rather just live my truth and
take the backlash. I can han-
dle it.”

ODD FIT
Less than four years ago,

the night before the 2009
Grammy Awards, Brown
assaulted Rihanna. He plead
guilty to the charge and per-
formed community service.
He is still on probation.
Rihanna admits the reconcilia-
tion may not look like a per-
fect fit, but argued that Brown
has changed. If he hasn’t, she
added, then he will have no

room for a similar error.
“When you add up

the pieces from the out-
side, it’s not the cutest
puzzle in the world,”
she told Rolling Stone.
“You see us walking
somewhere, driving
somewhere, in the stu-
dio, in the club, and you
think you know. But it’s
different now. We don’t
have those types of
arguments anymore. We
talk about s.... We value
each other. We know
exactly what we have

now, and we don’t want to
lose that.

“…He doesn’t have the
luxury of f…… up again,” she
said. “That’s just not an
option. I can’t say that nothing
else will ever go wrong. But
I’m pretty solid in the know-
ing that he’s disgusted by that.
And I wouldn’t have gone this
far if I ever thought that was a
possibility.”

Æ

…Re-kindles romantic affair with Chris Brown
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SAY A LITTLE PRAYER

American R&B star John Legend, right, joins  reggae singer Gramps Morgan in a musical rendition of the Lord’s Prayer during last
month’s Jamaica Jazz and Blues Festival in the Caribbean island. Several international and local stars performed at the 17th annu-
al event.

Rihanna and Brown are a couple again.

Calypso Rose  



Former Miss Universe
Wendy Fitzwilliam of
Trinidad and Tobago

will host “Caribbean’s Next
Top Model” when the compe-
tition airs in countries across
the region beginning Feb. 18.

The televised show will
feature contestants, including
Xiea from Antigua and
Barbuda; Sedia from Barbados;
Jenelle and Kendra from The
Bahamas; Treveen from The
Cayman Islands; Stephany
from Curacao; Treicy from The
Dominican Republic; Ashley
from Guadeloupe; Lisa and
Trudy-Lee from Jamaica; and
Semoy, Ornella, Anna-Rosa,
Davia, Julianna, Athaliah,
Candace, Susan, Sheriza;
Rachel, Kim-Marie and
Tinnitia from T&T.

Fitzwilliam, who won the
global title in 1998, will be one
of the judges, along with pho-

tographer Pedro Virgil and
runway coach and creative
director of T&T’s Fashion
Week Richard Young. Fashion
experts, who created a model
“Boot Camp”, offer the girls
lessons on what it takes to be
an international model.

The show, which was shot
in T&T, will run for 11
episodes and air on various

free-to-air stations, WSEE TV
in Puerto Rico, One
Caribbean Television and
CaribVision, in Caribbean ter-
ritories during primetime on
Mondays, with repeat airings
on Saturdays.

International stylist and
fashion pundit, Freddie Leiba
is also set to appear on the
show as a featured guest,
along with music producer
Bryce Wilson, photographer
Matthew Jordan-Smith, fash-
ion designer Claudia Pegus,
reigning Soca Monarch
Machel Montano and Factor
Model Management’s Bridget
Halanski.

For a sneak preview to
the show, visit
www.caribbeansnexttopmod-
el.com. 

- Edited from CaribPR Wire.
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PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad,
CMC - The United States said
it did not request any change
to the parade route for this
year’s carnival celebrations
here, even as it “appreciated”
the Trinidad and Tobago gov-
ernment’s commitment to
security for diplomatic mis-
sions.

Carnival celebrations will
climax with the street parade
Feb. 10-11 and, in a brief
statement, the U.S. Embassy
here said recently that it had
seen “reports about a request
that the 2013 Carnival Parade
route not pass by the U.S.
Embassy”.

The National Carnival
Commission (NCC), in a
statement, said during a Dec.
27 meeting, members of the
Trinidad and Tobago Carnival
Bands Association (TTCBA)
had raised concerns about the

U.S. Embassy’s proposed
“ban” on bands passing out-
side its building on Queen’s
Park West, on the outskirts of
the capital.

CONCERNS
Media reports quoted

Neville Wint, chairman of the
National Carnival Bands
Association (NCBA)’s Parade
of the Bands route sub-com-
mittee, as indicating that
because of security concerns,
the carnival parade would not
be allowed to pass alongside
the U.S. Embassy. 

But in its statement, the
U.S. Embassy said it “made
no request to alter any parade
route. 

“Our entire staff looks
forward to a safe, secure and
enjoyable carnival for every-
one”, the statement noted.

Æ

U.S. denies making request for
change of T&T carnival route

‘Caribbean’s Next Top Model’ airs Feb. 18

Jamaican-born Tameika
“Tammy” Dorman recent-
ly joined the staff of tele-

vision personality Oprah
Winfrey’s OWN network.

Dorman is a former asso-
ciate producer at BET TV
(BET Networks) in New
York, where she worked on
programs including “Rap
City”, “Black Carpet”,
“Spring Bling” and the BET
Awards. She joined OWN as
an associate producer.

Her first assignment at
the network was assisting the
production of a new program
called “O List”, which offered
viewers a behind-the-scenes
look at Winfrey selecting her
favorite gifts for her
Christmas television special.
The program premiered last
month.

“Working for Oprah is
one of the most fulfilling
experiences,” said Dorman. “I
must say financially, she pays
much better than any other
entertainment production

company hands down.
“(Winfrey) is warm, 

passionate, very caring and
very concerned for others,”
Dorman added.

“Even though she is a 
billionaire, you would never
know. Her number one con-

cern in life is giving back.
Even though I have only been
there for a short time, I have
learnt a lot and aspire to be
like her one day. Bottom line
with Oprah...whatever you see
is what you get.”

Æ

MOVING ON UP: Jamaican joins Oprah’s OWN staff  

Some of the
biggest names in
Caribbean

entertainment are
scheduled to perform
in South Florida
early next month at
the 20th annual “9
Mile Music Festival”.

The festival, fea-
turing artistes such as
three sons of late reggae 
legend – Stephen, Damian
and Julian, plus Movado,
Capleton, Machel Montano,
Patrice Roberts and

Konshens, will be held Mar. 2
at Virginia Key Beach Park.

The park is located at
4020 Virginia Beach Drive in
Miami. Gates open at 2 p.m.

The show ends at 10 p.m.
For more information,

call 305-740-7344 or visit
www.9milemusicfestival.com.

Æ

Top Caribbean artistes for Miami’s
‘9 Mile Music Festival’ on Mar. 2
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Former City of Tequesta,
Florida Mayor and
Councilman Calvin

Turnquest was recently
appointed executive director
of The Council For Concerned
Bahamians Abroad (CBA).

Turnquest replaced Dr.
Harlington Hanna Jr., who
served as chairman of the
CBA’s Board of Trustees and
interim executive director. Dr.
Hanna will continue as chair-
man of the board.

Turnquest was born in a
long line of public servants

and govern-
ment officials
in Nassau, The
Bahamas. He
arrived in
Florida in 1989
to attend the
University of
Miami where
he earned a
bachelor’s
degree in chemistry and met
his future wife Dr. Sheryl
Thompson. He has been
appointed to he Palm Beach
League of Cities and the

Florida League of Cities.
Turnquest’s first area of

focus as CBA’s executive
director is the continued cre-
dentialing of the foundation
with various national state
departments and international
organizations as an interested
party in the protection and
representation of the econom-
ic, family and other interests
of more than 50,000 Bahamian
Americans, and other expatri-
ate Bahamians around the
world.

Æ

Low-income per-
sons can have
their 2012 taxes

prepared and filed elec-
tronically for free at
select Miami-Dade
Community Action and
Human Services
Department (CAHSD)
Service Centers begin-
ning this month and run-
ning through April 15.

Individuals may also
file their taxes online by
visiting www.myfreetax-
es.com/cahsdtax.

Tax preparation is avail-
able at the following commu-
nity service centers in Miami,
Florida:

• Accion Community
Service Center, 858 W. Flagler
St. Mondays and Thursdays

8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.; Tuesdays
and Wednesdays 2 p.m. to 4
p.m.; and Fridays 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Call 305-547-4892.

• Joseph Caleb Center,
5400 N.W. 22nd Ave., Miami.
Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. By appoint-

ment only. Call 305-636-2200.
• Frankie S. Rolle NSC,

3750 S. Dixie Highway.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. By
appointment only. Call 305-
446-3311.

• Isaac A. Withers
Community Service Center,
21300 S.W. 122nd Ave.
Mondays and Thursdays 8:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; Tuesdays
and Wednesdays 2 p.m. to 4
p.m.; and Fridays 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. by appointment. Call
305-233-2121.

• Hialeah Community
Service Center, 300 E. First
Ave., Hialeah. Tuesdays and
Thursdays 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
by appointment. Call 305-884-
4801.

• Miami Gardens
Neighborhood Center, 16405
N.W. 25th Ave. Tuesdays and
Thursdays 1:30 p.m. to 4:00
p.m. by appointment. Call 
305-623-6500.

• Perrine Community
Service Center, 17801
Homestead Ave. Mondays

and Thursdays 9 a.m. to noon;
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 2
p.m. to 4 p.m.; and Fridays 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. by appointment.
Call 305-254-5804.

For more information
about free tax preparation
and others services provided
by Miami-Dade Community
Action and Human Services
Department, call 786-469-
4600 or visit www.miami-
dade.gov/socialservices.

Æ
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Concerned Bahamians appoint new executive director

TAX ALERT: Free preparation services for South Florida residents
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KITE FESTIVAL

“Kites of the Caribbean”, an
exhibit representing the styles
and traditions of kite flyers
from countries such as Cuba,
Haiti and Trinidad, will be in
the spotlight at this year’s
“Kite Day” presented by the
Miami-Dade County Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces
Department and Skyward
Kites.

The event, from noon to 5
p.m. Feb. 17, will be staged at
Haulover Park.

Visitors will be able to see
a returning display of colossal
kites, including a 150-foot
rainbow, a 100-foot squid, a
30-foot scuba man and a 30-
foot “Nemo” fish. 

The family-style event will
also feature free  kite compe-
titions and kite-building class-
es for all ages. Food and
refreshments will be on sale. 

Event-goers are encour-
aged to come out to fly their
kites and make their own
paper kites for free. Kites will
also, be available for purchase.

Kite competitions will
include prizes for the best
homemade kites, highest fly-
ing kites, prettiest kites, and
kites with the longest tails.

Haulover Park is located
at 10800 Collins Ave., Miami.
Admission to the festival is
free. Parking is $6. For more
information, call Dan Ward at
Skyward Kites, 305-893-0906.
For directions and informa-
tion about the park, visit

www.miamidade.gov/parks or
call 305-947-3525. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

BENEFITS

The United States
Department of the Treasury is
urging Social Security recipi-
ents that, with the new elec-
tronic payment law coming
into effect Mar. 1, they should
switch to the direct deposit 
or Direct Express Debit
MasterCard card to receive
federal benefits.

Up to last month, accord-
ing to the department, some
five million Social Security
payment checks were still
being mailed to federal bene-
ficiaries each month.

“Choosing direct deposit
or the Direct Express card
makes it easier, safer and
more convenient for benefici-
aries to receive their pay-
ments. Switching to an elec-
tronic payment is not optional
– it’s the law,” David Lebryk,
commissioner of the Treasury
Department’s Financial
Management Service, said in a
recent press release.

“If you or a loved one still
receive paper checks for your
benefit payments, now is the
time to switch. It’s free and
easy – just call 1-800-333-1795
or visit www.GoDirect.org.”

Since May 1, 2011, all
people newly applying for 
federal benefits, including
Social Security, SSI, Veterans
Affairs, Railroad Retirement

Board, Office of Personnel
Management benefits and
other non-tax payments, have
had to choose direct deposit
or the Direct Express card at
the time they sign up for their
benefits. Mar. 1 is the final
deadline by which all remain-
ing federal benefit check
recipients must receive their
money electronically.

SUMMER CAMP 

PREVIEW

A sneak peek at the 2013
summer camp being offered
by the South Florida City of
Miramar, home to a large
Caribbean American commu-
nity, will be held from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Feb. 16 at the
Miramar Town Center, 2300
Civic Center Place.  

Participants will be able
to meet some of the camp’s
staff and get information on
camps being offered. The city
will be offering four different
camps:

• Summer Camp – For
participants in Kindergarten
through fifth grade;

• Sports Camp for ages
six to 12;

• Teen Camp for ages 13
to 16; and 

• Little Broadway
Summer Camp for ages seven
to 14. 

For more information,
call 954-602-3343 or visit
www.ci.miramar.fl.us/com-
munityservices/events.

Æ



Carnival fans are expect-
ed to flock to the cli-
max of Dominica’s

national competition this
month.

However, the final of the
event will be missing three
times calypso monarch
Derrick “The Hunter” St.
Rose, who announced his
withdrawal from this year’s
competition amid allegations
that he cheated during the
semi-final.

“Given the veracity of the
public concerns and in the
best interest of the art form I

wish to forego my place in the
upcoming calypso final,” St.
Rose said on the state-owned
DBS radio. “I hereby formally
announce my withdrawal from
the said competition.”

DENIAL
St. Rose, however, denied

allegations that he wrote the
lyrics for his tunes on the
palm of his hands during the
semi-finals.

”For the thousands who
continue to place their confi-
dence in me and even for the
benefits of those who doubt it,
I wish to deny having used
any lyrical inscriptions on my
hands in unfair advantage dur-
ing the semi finals as has been
reported,” he said.

St. Rose said he would
welcome any decision by the
Dominica Calypso
Association (DCA) on the
issues. DCA president Kelvin
“Ras Kelly” Williams told
DBS radio that Hunter has
the support of the DCA.

The calypso competition
is scheduled for Feb. 9 as part
of Dominica’s carnival activi-
ties that climax on Feb. 12.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

SAINT CROIX, U.S. Virgin
Islands - Seaborne Airlines, a
carrier based in St. Croix, has
announced its capacity plans
for travel to and from the
United States Virgin Islands
(USVI) for spring 2013 and
beyond.

Starting this month,
Seaborne plans to introduce
new equipment to the USVI
on select flights - the 34-seat
Saab turboprop - to both Cyril
E. King Airport at St. Thomas
and Henry Rohlsen
International Airport at St.
Croix from Luis Munoz Marin
International Airport at San
Juan, Puerto Rico. The Saab
operates with two pilots, a

flight attendant, in-flight serv-
ice and a lavatory.

Effective April 1, 
2013, more flights will be
added between Cyril King
International Airport and
Henry Rohlsen International
Airport with 17-seat Twin
Otter aircraft. Combined with
existing Twin Otter Seaplane
service between the seaplane
bases in Charlotte Amalie and
Christiansted, Seaborne plans
to operate 300 weekly flights
with over 10,000 seats into and
out of the USVI - becoming
the Virgin Islands’ largest car-
rier in terms of capacity.

“We are extremely
pleased about Seaborne

Airlines plans to increase serv-
ice to the territory and
between our islands,” said
USVI Tourism Commissioner
Beverly Nicholson-Doty.

“The added capacity and
equipment upgrades encour-
age more inter-island travel
and ensure that travelers
enjoy improved access to the
territory, better connections,
and greater comfort. This
news is especially welcome
from a locally-based airline
that is uniquely positioned to
bring additional employment
and revenue to the territory.”

- Edited from PRNewswire.

Æ

Jamaica was recently voted
“Top Travel Destination”
at the 2012 Leisure Travel

Leaders Awards hosted by
travAlliancemedia, a travel
trade media group.

The survey encouraged
travel agents to vote for their
top suppliers and destinations
in multiple categories and
incorporated a sampling of
readers from travAlliancemedia
industry publications, including
Agent@Home, Vacation Agent
and Travelpulse.com.

“The unyielding efforts of
our travel agents lend greatly to
the success of our destination,”
said John Lynch, Jamaica’s
director of tourism.

“We’re honored that
agents have chosen Jamaica as
the top travel destination. We
plan to continue to offer incen-
tives such as Jamaica’s One
Love Rewards Program to
engage them as we look to
increase awareness on all that
the island has to offer.”

SUPPORT
“Jamaica has long support-

ed the travel agency trade with
its marketing and training 
programs, so we were not sur-

prised our readers selected the
destination as having the top
tourism office in the Caribbean
region,” said James Shillinglaw,
editor in chief and editorial
director for travAlliancemedia.

“Our travel agent readers
voted for Jamaica among all
Caribbean destinations. And
since our readership base with
our three publications is the
largest of any trade group, we
believe this is indicative of just
how important Jamaica is
regarded in the trade.”

Æ

St. Maarten’s
Princess Juliana
International

Airport (SXM) has
been named the
most stunning air-
port approach by
travel fans around
the world in
PrivateFly.com’s
recent Airport
Approaches Survey.

The survey was conducted
last month on PrivateFly.com,
an online booking platform for
private aviation charters. SXM
airport was selected from a
group of airports chosen by a
panel of high-profile travel
industry experts with travel

enthusiasts voting for their
favorites.

“We are incredibly proud
of our airport in St. Maarten
and are appreciative that travel-
ers from around the globe enjoy
the one-of-a-kind views that
both spectators on the ground
and passengers in the sky are

afforded at Maho Beach
and the Princess Juliana
International Airport,”
Edward Dest, interim
director of tourism for
the St. Maarten Tourist
Bureau, said in a recent
press release following
the announcement of
the survey result.
SXM airport, located
on the shores of Maho

Beach, offers passengers on
incoming flights views of
turquoise waters and white sand
beaches, while spectators look-
ing to get a unique view of low-
flying incoming planes frequent
Maho Beach daily.

Æ

Dominica’s calypso contest
revs up without ‘The Hunter’

Seaborne Airlines adds flights to USVIJamaica earns ‘Top Travel
Destination’ award

Website names St. Maarten airport approach ‘most stunning’ worldwide
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A plane approaches SXM airport.

St. Rose

Lynch



The soccer rivalry
between the alumni of
two of Jamaica’s top

high schools continues in
South Florida next month as
part of the ninth Annual True
Blue Weekend.

The three-day event,
hosted by The St. George’s
College Old Boys Association
of Florida, Inc. (STG-
COBAFL) and The Jamaica
College Old Boys Association
of Florida, Inc. (JCOBAFL),
will take place Mar. 15-17. 

“We are excited about
this year’s True Blue especial-
ly with the addition of the All
Alumni Over-40 soccer tour-
nament and the live broadcast
of Jamaica’s 2013 Inter-
Secondary Schools Boys and
Girls Championship at the
event,” Rudy Kameka, presi-
dent of the STGCOBAFL,
said in a recent press release
to announce the event.

“The Dennis Ziadie
memorial cup match between
Jamaica College and St.
George’s has been very com-
petitive the past few years and
will be the highlight of the
True Blue weekend.”

The True Blue weekend is
an expansion from the annual
Ziadie Cup soccer match
between the “old boys” of
both schools. Dennis Ziadie
coached both schools to cham-
pionships in Jamaica’s top
Corporate Area competition.

Ziadie was killed in a
motor vehicle crash in Mexico
while attending soccer’s 1986
World Cup.

HIGHLIGHTS
The True Blue 2013 week-

end includes:
• True Blue Party – 7 p.m.

to 3 a.m. Mar. 15 at the
Miramar Cultural Center-
Artspark, 2400 Civic Center
Place, Miramar.

• True Blue Soccer Fest –
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mar. 16 at
Vizcaya Park, 14200 S.W. 55th
St., Miramar. Admission is
free.

• True Blue Brunch – 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Mar. 17 at The
Poolhouse Grill, 4198 S.
University Dr.,  Davie.

For more information,
visit http://www.trueblue-
weekend.com.

Æ

On the heels of a meeting
between The Penn
Relay Carnival and 

the Caribbean Consular Corps,
the founder of the group 
that spearheads the care of
Caribbean athletes at the annu-
al track meet in the United
States is questioning whether
the benefits to the Caribbean
community will
improve.

Irwine
Clare, founder
of the 18-year-
old non-profit
group Team
Jamaica Bickle
(TBJ), which
raises funds to
feed and house
Caribbean ath-
letes participating in the event
in Philadelphia, popularly
called “Penns”, said while he
applauds the meeting, he is
hopeful that the consular corps
will now make sure the benefits
to the Caribbean community in
the diaspora is reciprocal.

“Will Penn Relays be

advertising in the Caribbean
media, where so many travel
from to support this event?”
questioned Clare. “Will they be
opening up opportunities for
Caribbean vendors to partici-
pate and will Caribbean ath-
letes be given scholarships,
housed or fed for free?”

HARDSHIP
TJB was the first Jamaican

organization to be a participat-
ing sponsor, which led to the
Jamaican flag being flown at
the Penn Relays - the first for-
eign flag to make an appear-
ance there. Yet each year, the
group has to beg for donations
from Caribbean small business
owners and diaspora nationals
to help fund the cost for hotel
accommodations, travel, food
and telephone calls that many
Caribbean athletes at the relays
cannot afford.

Olympians Usain Bolt,
Veronica Campbell-Brown and
Shelly Ann Fraser-Pryce are
among the many Caribbean
athletes who have benefited

from the volunteer service pro-
vided by TJB.

Dave Johnson, The Frank
Dolson, director of relays, said
he is “hopeful this meeting with
representatives of CARICOM
helps strengthen our relation-
ship with the Caribbean schools
which come annually to the
relays and forges new relation-
ships with schools which want
to come this year and in the
future.”

Penn Relays, in a state-
ment, added that the meeting
on Jan. 30 was done with the
“hopes of strengthening the
bond that already exists.” 
The session was hosted at 
the Jamaican Consulate
General Herman LaMont.
Representatives from Antigua
and Barbuda, The Bahamas,
Barbados, Haiti and St. Lucia
were also present.

The 2013 Penn Relays will
take place April 25-27 at Penn’s
historic Franklin Field.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Jamaica’s ‘True Blue’ soccer rivalry
returns to South Florida next month

‘Penns’ non-profit support group questions
relays’ benefit for Caribbean region, athletes

Four Caribbean nations
will journey to the United
States this summer to play

in the CONCACAF Gold Cup.
Cuba, Haiti, Martinique

and Trinidad and Tobago will
be among 12 nations to partici-
pate in the top soccer competi-
tion for the Caribbean, North
and Central American region.

The 2013 edition of the
Gold Cup runs July 7-28.

Eight new venues in the
United States are among 13
which have been selected for
the tournament. They are the
Georgia Dome in Atlanta,
M&T Bank Stadium in
Baltimore, Sports Authority
Field in Denver, Rentschler
Field in East Hartford,
Compass Stadium in Houston,
Sun Life Stadium in Miami,
JELD-WEN Field in Portland,

and Rio Tinto Stadium in Salt
Lake City.

The tournament will also
return to five venues from its
previous editions - Cowboys
Stadium in Texas, Soldier Field
in Chicago, Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, Red Bull Arena in
New Jersey and CenturyLink
Field in Seattle.

Æ

Four Caribbean teams in soccer’s Gold Cup

Natalie Neita-Headley,
Jamaica’s minister with-
out portfolio in the

Office of the Prime Minister
with responsibility for sports, is
scheduled to visit South
Florida this month.

On Feb. 15 Neita-Headley
will address the Reggae Girlz
Awareness Conference at the
Sheraton Suites Hotel in
Plantation, where she is expect-
ed to outline Jamaica’s new
sports policy.

According to organizers,
the conference will offer the
opportunity to raise awareness
and support for Jamaica’s

women’s soccer program - the
Reggae Girlz. The event is
being sponsored by the
Jamaica High School Alumni
Sporting Network (JHSASN)
and affiliates.

ISSUES
The conference will high-

light the issues and struggles of
the Girlz since their inception
in 1990, showcase successes,
including Jamaica being the
only Caribbean country to
have teams qualify for the
CONCACAF World Cup final
round at Under-17 and Under-
20 and how the women’s team

will impact Jamaica’s future.
The Jamaican delegation

scheduled to travel to South
Florida also includes Jamaica
Football Federation (JFF)
President Captain Horace
Burrell and Technical
Coordinator of Jamaica’s
National Women’s Football Vin
Blaine. Winston Chung-Fah,
former technical director of the
JFF, is also among the invitees.

- Edited from information
submitted by Riddims
Marketing.

Æ

Jamaica’s sports minister to visit South Florida
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ACTION PACKED 
CRICKET DVDs

Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hour
Cricket Legends Viv Richards
ICC Twenty20 World Cup 2012  

West Indies vs New Zealand 2012 One Day 
England vs West Indies 2007 One Day

Call Toll Free 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

BRIEFS
• Chanderpaul’s son to make
first class debut

Tagenarine Chanderpaul, the
16-year-old son of West Indies
batsman Shivnarine Chanderpaul,
is set to emulate his father this
month by making his first-class
cricket debut.

Tagenarine will open Guyana’s
batting in the Caribbean’s four-day
competition. His father, currently
the world’s second ranked Test
batsman, made his first class
debut for Guyana at age 18.

• British cops kill Caribbean
sprinter’s brother

Police in England shot and
killed the 40-year-old brother of
the St. Kitts-born world champion
sprinter Kim Collins last month,
after they were called to a housing
project after his estranged wife
was found stabbed.

Police said the wife of
Callustus Collins had taken a
restraining order out on her hus-
band. No other details were

released up to press time. Kim
Collins won the 100 meters title at
the 2003 IAAF World
Championships in Athletics.

• Fraser-Pryce makes suc-
cessful season start

Two-time Olympic 100 meters
champion Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce
marked her first outing of 2013
with a comfortable victory at the
Queen’s/ Grace Jackson Track and
Field Meet in her home country
Jamaica late last month.

The sprinter clocked 11.47
seconds to easily dismiss the field.
Fraser-Pryce successfully defended
her Olympic title in London,
England last August. The 26-year-
old is expected to start as one of
the favorites at the World
Championships in Athletics from
August 10-18 in Moscow, Russia.

- Compiled from CMC and other
sources.
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ZONE ONE

Abortion Not an Option? Unplanned
Pregnancy? Adoption is a Wonderful Choice.

Living Expenses Paid.
Secure Loving Families Await.

Call 24/7 1-877-341-1309 Attorney Ellen
Kaplan (#0875228)

Apply Now, 12 Drivers Needed Top 5% Pay &
Late Model Equip Plus Benefits, New Equip,

401K Need CDL Class A Driving Exp 888-592-
4752 www.ad-drivers.com

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS NOW
TRAINING PILOTS! Financial aid if qualified.

Job placement assistance. Call National
Aviation Academy! FAA Approved. Classes

Starting Soon! 1-800-659-
2080 NAA.edu

METAL ROOFING & STEEL BUILD-
INGS. Save $$$ buy direct from manu-

facturer. 20 colors in
stock with trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26
ga. panels. Carports, horse barns, shop

ports. Completely turn
key jobs. All Steel Buildings,

Gibsonton, Florida. 1-800-331-8341.
www.allsteelbuildings.com 

ZONE TWO

CASH FOR CARS All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. 

We Come To You! Any Make/Model. 
Call For Instant Offer: 

1-800-871-9638 

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE &
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a

FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans).
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!! Get the
Most Cash, up to $27 per box! Shipping Paid!
Must be Sealed & Unexpired. Call Tony 813-

528-1480 tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DIRECTV for $29.99/mo for 24 months. Over
140 channels. Free HD-DVR Upgrade! Free
NFL Sunday Ticket w/Choice Package! Call

Today for details 1-866-981-8287

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month PLUS
30 Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3
Months! SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY

Installation! CALL - 888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

ProFlowers - Enjoy 60 percent off Tender Hugs
and Kisses with Chocolates for your valentine!
Site price: $49.99, you pay just $19.99. Plus

take 20 percent off other gifts over $29! Go to
www.Proflowers.com/Brilliant or 

call 1-888-730-0215

ROTARY MEMBERS have helped immunize
more than 2 billion children in 122 countries!

Locate the nearest club at www.rotary.org. This
message provided by PaperChain and your

local community paper.

SHARI’S BERRIES - Delight all of your valen-
tines with our freshly dipped strawberries, deca-
dent truffles and hand-crafted sweets! SAVE 20

percent on qualifying gifts over $29! Visit
www.berries.com/delight or Call 1-

888-928-1057

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

* ADOPT * Active educated couple
yearn to share Love of outdoors,

music, each other with baby. *Dirk &
Claudia* Expenses Paid. 1-800-552-0045

DAL SING. ESQ. FLBar42311 

ARE YOU PREGNANT? A hands-on Mom
seeks to adopt. Financial security. Expenses
paid. Call Lisa & Adam 1-800-790-5260 (Rep.

by Adam Sklar, Esq. FLBar#0150789)

DIVORCE $50 - $240* Covers Child Support,
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, Name

Change… Only One Signature Required!
*Excludes govt. fees! 1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300

Baylor & Associates

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.
866-413-6298. FL

License #100013125

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if qualified – Housing

available. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-314-6283

Finish your H.S. Diploma from home! Start
today! Nationally accredited. Only $399. EZ

pay. Established
1999. BBB accredited.

www.diplomaathome.com Call 1-877-661-0678

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here. Train
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical

Management. Job placement
assistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV authorized. 
Call 888-203-3179

www.CenturaOnline.com

NURSING CAREERS begin here – Train in
months, not years. Financial aid if qualified.

Housing available. Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute Orlando

(888)220-3178

FINANCIAL

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++
within 48/hours? Low rates Apply Now By

Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com

FOR SALE

Kill Roaches! Buy Harris Roach Tablets.
Eliminate Bugs-Guaranteed. No Mess,

Odorless, Long Lasting.
Available at Ace Hardware, The Home Depot,

Homedepot.com 

REAL ESTATE

N.C. MOUNTAINS - CABINS TO CASTLES.
NEW HOME & LAND PACKAGES STARTING

AT $65,900.
Call Toll Free: 1-877-837-2288 Exit Realty

Mountain View Properties
www.KathyVetten.com

NORTH CAROLINA Sugar Mountain Slopeside
condos sleeping 2-6. Indoor heated pool/hot

tub/sauna. Sugar Ski & Country Club www.sug-
armountain.com or call 1-800-634-1320 

NORTH FLORIDA LAND - 5 ACRES $39,900.
80 ACRES $2,690/acre. Owner Financing

Available. Information Mailed by Request. 
Call 1-800-294-2313 ext.3074. 7 Days 7-7. A

Bar Sales, Inc. 20 ACRES FREE! Own 60
acres for 40 acre price/payment. $0 Down,

$198/mo. Money Back Guarantee,
No Credit Checks. Beautiful Views, West Texas.

1-800-843-7537 www.SunsetRanches.com

ADOPTION
Give your baby a loving, financially
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte
Danciu 28 years experience. 1-800-

395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar # 307084 

ADOPTION
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN LIFE!

Many Kind, Loving, Educated &
Financially Secure

Couples Waiting. Living & Medical
Expenses Paid. Counseling &

Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff! FLORIDAADOP-

TION LAW GROUP, P.A. Jodi Sue
Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.

Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D. 1-800-
852-0041 Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025) 

CASH FOR CARS!
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!
Running or Not. Get a FREE Top

Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW! 1-800-
558-1097 We're Local!

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
Please help us have our baby!

Generous Compensation Paid. Call
Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1-800-395-
5449 www.adoption-surrogacy.com

FL Bar # 307084 

VIAGRA/ CIALIS!
Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg
Pills, for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills

FREE! #1 Male Enhancement.
Discreet Shipping. Buy The Blue Pill

Now 1- 888-800-1280

C L A S S I F I E D A D S
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NEW LOCATION

©2013 Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Hello, North 
Lauderdale!
We’ve moved. 
Find our new 
store at 7900 
W. McNab Rd.

Pharmacy savings. 
Now in your neighborhood.

NOW
OPEN


