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Representative Yvette D.
Clarke has re-introduced a bill
in the United States Congress
that will allow an estimated
55,000 Haitians, who already
have approved immigration
petitions, to join their relatives
in the U.S., page 2.

Two of the English-speak-
ing Caribbean’s most popular
female entertainers, Rihanna,
left, and Nicky Minaj, are
among the nominees in sever-
al categories for the 39th
annual American Music
Awards, page 11.
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Baptist Health South Florida,
through Dr. Yvonne Turner
Johnson, has taken the fight
against health issues such as
obesity to the Caribbean
through its “Know Your
Numbers” campaign,” 
page 12.

~ Robert Runcie has come a long
way from a precocious little boy 
in Jamaica to become Broward
County, Florida’s new superintend-
ent of schools. Yet he is banking on
the values of his strong Caribbean
upbringing to help correct the 
“crisis in education,” page 7.

Andrew Holness, left, receives the 
instrument making him Jamaica’s newest
and youngest prime minister from Governor
General Sir Patrick Allen. Holness takes
over from Bruce Golding, whose four-year
stint as P.M. was a mixed bag of controversy
and progress, page 3.
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NEW YORK – The 
American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) said that 
that a staggering number of
Caribbean and other immi-
grants are being sexually
abused at United States feder-
al detention centers.

The ACLU said docu-
ments obtained from the fed-
eral government reveal that
immigrants reported being
sexually abused at the centers
nearly 200 times since 2007.

“It confirmed my worst
fears to see how widespread
and nationwide this is. Just
the sheer number of allega-
tions really points to a sys-
temic and widespread prob-
lem,” said David Shapiro, staff
attorney with the ACLU
National Prison Project.

According to Shapiro, 
last April, an immigrant

detained at New Jersey’s
Hudson County Correctional
Facility reported being
stripped naked and sprayed 
in the genitals with pepper
spray. He, however, said 56 
of the 185 allegations were
made in Texas, more than in
any other state.

LAWSUITS
The

ACLU, which
obtained the
documents
through the
Freedom of
Information
Act, filed a
class-action
suit on Oct. 19 on behalf of
three immigrant women who
say a Taylor, Texas, guard sex-
ually assaulted them. The
guard, Donald Dunn, pleaded

guilty to official oppression
and unlawful restraint in the
assaults of five women while
working at the T. Don Hutto
Detention Center.

All three of the ACLU’s
plaintiffs had fled sexual
assault, domestic violence or
persecution in their unidenti-
fied home countries and were
seeking asylum in the U.S.,
the group said.

The suit also names Dunn’s
supervisor, three Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) officials, the Texas 
county of Williamson and the
Corrections Corporation of
America, a private prison com-
pany that manages the facility.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Congresswoman Yvette D.
Clarke has re-introduced a bill
in the Congress that will allow
an estimated 55,000 Haitians,
who already have approved
immigration petitions, to join
their relatives in the United
States.

“As we approach the 
second anniversary of the
January 12, 2010 earthquake, it
is important that we continue
to help the Haitian people
move towards recovery,” said
Clarke, the daughter of
Jamaican immigrants, who rep-
resents the largely Caribbean
11th Congressional District in
Brooklyn in New York.

“As the U.S. representa-
tive for the second largest
concentration of first and sec-
ond generation Haitian immi-
grants (after Miami), I see
firsthand how the devastation
of this earthquake directly
affects my constituency in the

United States,” she told the
Caribbean Media Corporation
(CMC).

“My constituents are
eager to reunite with their
family members in Haiti,
some of whom have been
waiting for up to 11 years to
enter the U.S. because of
backlogs.”

She said the Haitian
Emergency Life Protection
Act of 2011, otherwise known
as the H.E.L.P Act, would
temporarily expand the V
nonimmigrant visa category to
include Haitians whose peti-
tion for a family-sponsored
immigrant visa were approved
on or before Jan. 12, 2010.

SENATE SUPPORT
New York Democratic

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand has
re-introduced similar legisla-
tion in the U.S. Senate. 

“I want to thank my col-
leagues in the House (of

Representatives) for support-
ing this legislation and contin-
uing to understand the impor-
tance of bolstering U..S policy
with Haiti,” Clarke said.

“It is my hope that this
bill will provide an expedited
pathway to family reunifica-

tion, bringing peace of mind
to the Haitian families within
our districts…

“However it doesn’t stop
here. Although legislation is
an effective approach, it takes
time to go through the legisla-
tive process.  The president
has the authority to imple-
ment a program within DHS
(Department of Homeland
Security) to reflect this bill
right away,” Clarke added.

The U.S. lawmaker is 
urging both U.S. President
Barack Obama and DHS
Secretary Janet Napolitano to
implement a Haitian Family
Reunification Parole Program
as soon as possible. 

“This program would 
mirror the Cuban Family

Reunification Parole Program,
and will provide for orderly
migration to the U.S. from
Haiti, reducing the threat of
people taking to the seas and
other desperate measures,”
said Clarke, noting that the
U.S. has paroled hundreds 
of thousands of Cuban,
Indochinese and Kosovar
refugees over the years.

The DHS recently
renewed the Cuban Family
Reunification Parole Program
(FRPP), through which, over
30,000 approved beneficiaries
have been paroled into the
U.S. since 2009. 

Æ

Congresswoman pushes for 55,000 Haitians to rejoin relatives in U.S.
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Shapiro

‘Widespread’ sexual abuse of Caribbean
immigrants in U.S. detention ~ ACLU



Christopher “Dudus”
Coke sits in a United
States jail awaiting his

fate on drugs and weapons
charge. But then he has all the
time in the world to reminisce
on the role he may have played
in the downfall of at least two
prominent Jamaican politi-
cians, none more so than ex-
Prime Minister Bruce Golding.

Golding, Jamaica’s eighth
prime minister, stepped down
on Oct. 23, a year before his
five-year term in office expired
and acknowledged that the con-
troversy surrounding the extra-
dition of Coke to the U.S. on
drugs and weapons charges last
year “has affected me deeply.”

He told the country that
questions about the role he
played in the extradition “have
remained a source of concern
in the minds of many people.

“It was never about Coke’s
guilt or innocence,” Golding
said as he reflected on the rea-
sons for packing up and leaving
government four years after he
led the Jamaica Labour Party
(JLP) to victory over the
incumbent People’s National
Party (PNP).

“It was about a breach of
our Constitution.”

Golding had been steadfast
in his conviction that
Washington’s extradition
request had been based on

information obtained illegally
and, as he told Jamaicans on the
eve of his departure, “we have
since amended the Interception
of Communications Act to per-
mit in the future, the action that
was taken in Coke’s case but
which, at that time, was in viola-
tion of our Constitution.”

Apart from Golding, the
Coke saga also led to the
removal from Cabinet of
Attorney General and Justice
Minister Dorothy Lightbourne,
in a Cabinet re-shuffle that
Golding announced in June.
During the commission hear-
ing, Lightbourne said she had

JAMAICA – An independent
lawmaker embroiled in a heat-
ed controversy here over her
dual United States/Jamaica citi-
zenship has announced her
intent to resign from Parliament
after crossing the floor of the
House of Representative to join
the governing Jamaica Labour
Party (JLP).

Sharon Hay-Webster
became an independent
Member of Parliament in 

June after
resigning 
from the
Opposition
People’s
National Party
(PNP). Hay-
Webster
moved to the
government
backbench on
Nov. 1, then later told
Parliament she had begun the

process of renouncing her
American citizenship. She then
announced she was quitting the
House altogether.

She did not give a timeline
for her pending resignation.

Hay-Webster, previously a
long-standing PNP member,
left the party after months of
legal challenges by the JLP
over her dual citizenship status.
She was reportedly angered by

Holness replaces Golding as Jamaica’s leader

Jamaican lawmaker at center of U.S.
citizenship storm switches allegiance
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ORDER OF DISTINCTION

Caribbean American businesswoman Vonnie McGowan, right, receives the
instrument of investiture from Jamaica’s Governor General Sir Patrick Allen
awarding her the country’s Order of Distinction, Officer Class, for meritorious
public service during the National Civil Honors ceremony last month at King’s
House in Jamaica. Jamaican-born McGowan is head of the firm McGowan
Arscott & Associates, which has offices in South Florida and Kingston.

She said despite close to four decades of contribution to the promotion of
Jamaica and its people, especially in the entertainment in the Caribbean island
and the United States, she never pursued national recognition.

“It’s a humbling experience,” McGowan said. “When you are out there
doing things for people in need you’re not looking to be honored or recognized.”

McGowan moved to the U.S. as a child, where she attended high school
and college. She is involved in various charitable organizations.

Hay-Webster

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 4)



initially refused to sign the
extradition request for Coke,
because his constitutional right
was breached with the use of
wiretapping evidence, which
was dispatched to U.S. officials.
Her refusal to sign the docu-
ment prompted a diplomatic
impasse between Jamaica and
the U.S. that lasted for nine
months. She signed the docu-
ment only after being told to
do so by Golding.

PRESSURE
Public pressure had been

mounting on Golding to quit
after it emerged that he had
played a pivotal role in the hir-
ing of the U.S.-based law firm
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips to
lobby Washington on the extra-
dition request.

But even as he survived
that onslaught, it was obvious
that within his own party, it was

felt his presence at the head of
government would affect the
JLP’s chances at the 2012 gen-
eral elections. The opinion
polls that followed the Coke
extradition controversy did not
help, even though Golding told
the nation that two months shy
of turning 64 “it is time for my
generation to make way for
younger people whose time has
come, who are more in sync
with 21st century realities.”
That point did not sit well with
some in the JLP.

According to PNP General
Secretary Peter Bunting, “the
truth is that the prime minister
had to resign because of a com-
plete loss of credibility.”

YOUNG BLOOD
The JLP turned to the 39-

year-old Education Minister
Andrew Holness, Golding’s
successor and a protégé of for-
mer Prime Minister Edward

Seaga. He said Holness, the
youngest head of government
in Jamaica’s history, “has the
right make-up (and) the right
characteristics” for the job,
adding that the new P.M. will
have to focus on the economy,
education and agriculture.

Golding had been able to
turn around the island’s eco-
nomic fortunes through various
stringent policies as well as a
multi-billion dollar Stand By
Agreement with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF). The local economy grew
by 2.1 percent in the second
quarter of the year, above the
government’s projection of 1.5
percent, which Golding said is
evidence that the process of eco-
nomic recovery is continuing.

Former Information

Minister Daryl Vaz said Golding’s
departure was carefully thought
of, adding he has done what he
deems best for the country, the 

party and himself.

- Edited from a CMC/IPS story
written by Peter Richards.

Æ

Holness replaces Golding as Jamaica’s prime minister, party leader
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how both parties had handled
the matter.

CONFESSION
Hay-Webster admitted that

she was born in the U.S., but
insisted that she never lived there
and had never taken steps to
swear allegiance to the U.S., an

act which would have made her
ineligible to stand for Parliament
under Jamaican law.

She declared that she is a
Jamaican by virtue of her own
act, as, in Nov. 1988, she took
an oath of allegiance to Jamaica
and was issued a certificate of
citizenship. 

Her resignation surprised

observers, many of whom pon-
dered if she could be elected
on a JLP ticket. 

Hay Webster represents
the South-Central St.
Catherine constituency.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Golding, left, makes way for Holness.
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NEW YORK - New York
State Inspector General Ellen
Biben has charged in court
papers that an environmental
engineer rang up more than
$20,000 in work phone charges
on sex chat lines in the
Caribbean and other places.

Edward Reilly, 52, is
accused with having used
phones at the Department of
Environmental Conservation
(DEC) headquarters here to
call at least six “premium
rate” sex lines.

In all, he is accused of
making more than 760 phone
calls, totaling 500 hours over a
five-year period beginning in
Mar. 2005. Much of the
$20,125 bill was footed by
DEC.

According to a criminal
complaint filed by the
Inspector General investigator
James Carroll, Reilly admitted
that “for several years he used
conference rooms to place
telephone calls to chat lines,
some of which are local and
others located in the
Caribbean.”

CHARGES
Reilly was charged with

felony grand larceny and six
felony counts of offering a
false instrument for filing.

The charges allege that
Reilly knowingly filed false
time sheets saying he was
working when he was spend-
ing hours talking dirty on the
phone.

Reilly was arraigned in
Albany City Court late last
month and released without
bail pending further court
action.

Æ

NEW YORK – A United
States judge says she has
noticed a “marked increase”
in the number of Caribbean
youths who have become
“entangled” in the criminal
justice system.  

Addressing an activity
here on Oct. 30 marking the
32nd Independence anniver-
sary of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Sharon
Commissiong-Gianelli, a
judge in the Nassau County,
Long Island, District Court,
said the “stakes have become
even higher” for young people
who are not U.S. citizens.

“And the consequences
are even greater because 
the immigration laws have
become much stricter, result-

ing in many young people,
who have been here since they
were small children, being
deported back to their native
country, and away from their
immediate family, and away
from their bright future that
their parents envisioned for
them,” said the St. Vincent-
born jurist.

‘RISK’
“It is not uncommon to

have immigration officials
waiting outside courts or
courtrooms to pick up and
detain individuals in (U.S.)
federal custody, while they
prepare them for deporta-
tion...

“And whether it’s drugs,
theft, assault, or some other

crime, what is at risk, once
young people become a part
of the criminal justice system,
is not only their freedom but
their entire future as well.

“That is what concerns
me, that is what disturbs me,
that is what I think about
every time when a young per-
son comes before me,” Judge
Commissiong-Gianelli said.

She made reference to a
recent New York State study
that showed 89 percent of the
young people who are incar-
cerated become repeat offend-
ers.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

BROOKLYN, New York  – A
United States District Court
has sentenced a Guyana nation-
al to four years in prison for his
role in a failed plot to blow up
New York’s John F. Kennedy
International Airport in 2008.

Donald Nero, 51, who tes-
tified against his co- conspira-
tors, pleaded guilty in 2008 to
conspiring to attack a public-
transportation system.

“I am actually, really, truly,
very sorry for the part I played
in the early stages of the plot
on JFK,” Nero told U.S.
District Judge Dora Irizarr
before sentencing late last
month.

The attacks, instigated 
by Guyanese-born Russell
Defreitas, a former cargo work-
er at the airport, were designed
to blow up fuel lines and tanks,

and ultimately “the whole of
Kennedy,” Defreitas said in a
recorded conversation.

The scheme was foiled in
its planning stages with the aid
of a government informant
who infiltrated the group and
recorded its conversations.

Defreitas, 68 and Abdul
Kadir, 59, a former member of
Guyana’s parliament, have
been sentenced to life in prison

for their role in the plot. Abdel
Nur, 61, a Guyanese citizen
pleaded guilty last year and
was sentenced to 15 years,
while in May, a  jury convicted
Trinidadian Kareem Ibrahim,
66, in a separate trial. Ibrahim
is scheduled to be sentenced in
January.

‘REMORSE’
Nero’s lawyer Lee Ginsberg

said his client
could be out of jail
in six months or
less for good
behavior.

“The judge
truly understood
the depth of his
remorse and his
level of assistance,
which was extraor-
dinary,” Ginsberg,
said.

Nero has
been in custody
since Sept. 2008
when he came to

the U.S. from Guyana.
“Once Mr. Nero made the

decision to cooperate with the
government, his cooperation
was complete,” Assistant U.S.
Attorney Berit Berger told
Irizarry.

Nero told the government
everything he knew about the
plot, never minimized his role
and voluntarily came to the

U.S., Berger said.
After Nero withdrew from

the plot, Defreitas threatened
to kill him if he exposed it to
anyone, the judge said.

Nero testified last year
that Defreitas was motivated
to pursue the plot by his agita-
tion over U.S. aid to Israel.

Æ

Judge worried over Caribbean youths’
growing involvement in U.S. crime 

Guyanese sent to prison for role in failed plot to blow up New York airport
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DAWN A. DAVIS

Behind Robert Runcie’s
serious demeanor is the
spark of a precocious

little boy from the parish of
Trelawny in Jamaica.

Runcie, who was recently
named Broward County
School Board superintendent,
has come a long way from the
small village of Perth Town
where he was born. Coming to
the United States in 1967 at
age six with his two brothers,
sister and parents Eulalee and
David (now deceased), was
indeed the beginning of a
fairytale.

“Neither one of my par-
ents went beyond second 
or third grade,” explained
Runcie. “So this was a big

move for them, like many
people who migrate to this
country who look to partici-
pate and get a shot at the
‘American Dream’ and get a
really good education for their
children.”

Admiration for his par-
ents shines through as he
speaks about their life in a
new country. He credits their
hard work and values for his
motivation and success.

“They didn’t have a lot of
money, but we never felt that
we were poor,” said Runcie.

“There was no job
beneath them. My mom did
domestic work for a number
of years in addition to raising
her children. My dad was a
construction worker. They
worked really hard, non-stop.

That kind of work ethic cer-
tainly stays with you.”

READY
As superintendent,

Runcie faces a pubic school
system battling with severe
budget issues, a dwindling
teacher pool, and loss of con-
fidence among educators,
administrators, and students.
But, he said, he is ready for
the fight, ready to bring bal-
ance to the district.

“The American school sys-
tem, in many ways, becomes a
reflection of our society, its val-
ues and priorities,” Runcie
explained.

“...If you are going to
achieve democracy in
America, and this becomes
truly the land of equal oppor-
tunity, it will have to be
reflected in the education sys-
tem where every child is going
to have an opportunity to get
a high quality education.

“We are just not there yet,
that’s what I am trying to do
here in South Florida and
Broward.”

Runcie may well be the
best man for the job based on
his experience in one of the
toughest school districts in the

U.S. Serving as chief informa-
tion officer and later chief of
staff of the Chicago Board of
Education, Runcie helped
clean up a system marred with
suspicion and mismanage-
ment. The Harvard University
graduate also ran his own
computer consulting firm. The
marriage of independent busi-
ness leadership and work in
education may just be the for-
mula. 

Runcie admitted that one
of his biggest challenges will
be building back hope and
confidence in the school dis-
trict and in people, particular-

ly those who have not benefit-
ed from public education. 
One of his goals, he said, is to
inspire parents to take advan-
tage of the resources available
to them, make them more
demanding when it comes to
their children. 

“That value system
around education somehow
needs to permeate its way into
our cities and our communi-
ties, especially in the African
American community,” he
said.

“We have huge issues
with African American males
who are significantly behind 
in terms of achievement and
graduation rates. This is a
process that has to be started
early. Families must take
advantage of early childhood
programs; they have got to
read to their children; they
have to make sure that they
shut the T.V. off during the
week; they have to make sure
they are getting their home-
work done and getting the
appropriate amounts of sleep.
Basically that they are getting
ready and prepared for
school. 

“My parents couldn’t nec-

DAWN A. DAVIS

Every 10 years states get an
opportunity to redraw their
district lines based on the
database of population flux
and migration gleaned from
the United States Census.

Political boundaries are
now being redesigned to
reflect the demographic shifts
recorded in the 2010 Census.
Mandated by the U.S.
Constitution, redistricting is
meant to put political power
in the hands of the people 
and ensure real community
representation. 

But some question the tac-
tics used by political parties and
incumbents seeking to get or
keep control. Gerrymandering
is one such method where dis-
tricts are intentionally drawn to
advantage one group or party
over another. A clue that this
has taken place is often the odd
shape of the newly drawn 
district.

“The collective power of
blacks, Latinos, Asians, native
Americans, the groups that
are protected under the
Voting Rights Act...is some-
how minimized by certain fea-
tures of how electoral struc-
tures are created,” said Juan
Cartagena, president and gen-
eral counsel of LatinoJustice
PTLDEF, a group that advo-
cates for the civil rights and
civic participation of all
Latinos.

‘CRACKING’
“Cracking” is another

example, said Cartagena,
explaining “if you have a geo-
graphically compact communi-
ty and that community is divid-
ed among electoral districts in
multiple ways, then you are
diluting that community’s

strength. You have minimized
the collective strength of a
community that would have
been the majority perhaps of
one district, and now is a
minority in multiple districts.”

While “cracking” splits
the communi-
ty, “packing” is
a term used to
describe the
concentration
of a communi-
ty into a few
redrawn politi-
cal districts to
create a major-
ity, which

diminishes its influence in sur-
rounding areas.

Cartagena was speaking
at a recent media roundtable
event, organized by New
America Media, that brought
together advocates and
activists under the banner
“Fighting for the Minority
Vote”.

He also noted that
although the 2010 Census con-
firmed the huge jump in the
Hispanic population in the
U.S., its political power in
many districts, including
Florida, remains mediocre at
best. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, between 2000
and 2010 this group increased
by 15.2 million, a 43 percent
growth, four times the growth
in the total population. Based
on those numbers, Cartagena
wants to make sure Latinos,
and other growing minority
communities, get involved in
the redistricting process to
ensure fair representation.

FIGHT
Caribbean Americans,

African Americans and other

Jamaican son is new Broward County Schools superintendent
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essarily help me do my home-
work nor figure out how to
apply to college, but they
made sure we got it done.
Every parent can do that. How
children behave, what their
value systems are, they take
those cues from their parents.”

TESTS
A product of public

school system, Runcie has
some issues with standardized
testing, but does see a place
for it. He recognizes there has
to be a benchmark to measure
students’ levels, as well as a
tool that can inform teachers
on how to adjust their instruc-
tional practices.

However, he added, “what
you don’t want is an inordinate
amount of testing where the
whole school cycle and culture
is just gearing around a test-
centric environment and stu-
dents are not actually learning,
they are just in school and all
the instructional activities are
geared toward teaching for the
tests...We need to have our
children become critical
thinkers.” 

Runcie added that the
constant focus on testing has
taken the fun out of learning
for most students. Engaging
and teaching children through
other activities, such as the
arts, should also be part of the
curriculum, he demands,
decrying the fact that pro-
grams in the arts are often the
first to be cut. 

“I have had all of my chil-
dren engaged in the arts,” said
Runcie. “I have had to pay for
it out of my own pocket
because it wasn’t readily avail-
able in schools...My children
shouldn’t have unique advan-
tages because I can pay for it.
When it comes to children and
their future, they should all
have a decent shot at that, and
we don’t always create an
equal playing field for them.”

He noted that quality
teaching is the most important
factor in the success of schools
and students, noting that
teaching is the most important
profession and should not be
treated as just a job. 

“Teachers are the key to
the future of this country and
we need to develop better
programs to make sure they
are trained appropriately and
the colleges that are turning
our teachers are doing a bet-
ter job. We need to invest
more in them...We are going
to have a tough time getting
people to go into teaching if
we don’t raise the profile, the
stature and importance of it.”

CHARTER SCHOOLS
Runcie noted that the

advent of charter schools and
other choices create additional
pressures on public schools to
improve. Competition and
external pressures can make
things better. Attracting and
putting the right leaders in the
school districts that are willing
to take advantage of the crises
and challenges and turn them
into opportunities with a sense
of urgency is part of Runcie’s
plan to enhance the Broward
County School System.

“…I think we have a crisis
in education,” he explained.
“Does anyone really under-
stand that? It’s a huge prob-
lem. Our children only have
one chance for us to get this
right.”

For Runcie getting it right
means within five years put-
ting a whole different genera-
tion of students through the
school system who are better
prepared through a challeng-
ing and rigorous curriculum
that is engaging and relevant
for them. Innovative teaching
approaches that take advan-
tage of technology, and gradu-
ating over 90 percent of stu-
dents who go on to college or
a highly skilled job will be the
mark of success.  

Engaging parents too,
said Runcie, is part of any suc-
cess formula for a well func-
tioning school district. Part of
that confidence in schools is
dependent on the transparen-
cy of the school board and
administration as they work
through the problems.

NOT EASY
Runcie confessed the task

will not be easy, but he is
determined to make a differ-
ence. That tenacity is part of
his Caribbean roots.

“The upbringing, the
value systems and the hard
work, the focus on education,
is a big part of Jamaican cul-
ture, a culture that’s proud, a
culture that raises people with
a lot of confidence that they
can be the best if given the
opportunity,” he said.

Runcie, with the support
of his wife Diana and three
daughters  - Mariama, Ayanna
and Folasade - has come to
the job with a resolve to fix
the schools, no matter what it
takes.

“There is no magic bullet,
there is no secret program,”
he said. “It is just going to
take a lot of hard work and
the will to do it.”

Story and photographs sub-
mitted by Dawn A. Davis, a
freelance writer for
Caribbean Today.

Æ

minority groups are also fight-
ing to get their share of the
resources and a stronger polit-
ical voice through congres-
sional representatives of their
choice. However, the ability to
make choices means being
active participants in the
state’s redistricting process
said Leon Russell, vice chair-
man of the National Board of
Directors of the NAACP.

“Redistricting in and of
itself is about power, control,
and influence,” said Russell.

“...Since time immemorial
when folks were drawing dis-
trict lines,
when they
were deter-
mining where
and how to
distribute
power, they
have done it in
order to
enhance their
own ability to
control. And
so you draw lines that benefit
your particular group,
whether it’s a particular party,
whether it’s you as an individ-
ual .You do so to maintain
your power. That means that

we have drawn lines that
either empower or deny
power based on your mem-
bership in a particular group.

“Lest you think it is about
your racial group, sometimes
it can be based on your eco-
nomic interests.”

COMPLEX
Badili Jones, activist and

political
alliance officer
for Miami
Workers
Center, added
that Florida is
complex when
it comes to
redistricting. 

“It’s not
simply about
race and it’s
not simply about
language...Particularly in
Miami-Dade, ethnicity is
more important than race in
terms of people’s day to day
experiences,” said Jones.
“But, the people that are
drawing the lines don’t neces-
sarily take that into account.”

Jones lashed out at the
states’ political system for
what he terms prison-based
gerrymandering that counts
prisoners in the state where

they are incarcerated, not
where they originally resided.
This tactic ensures resources
and representation are kept
within the district where the
prison is located.

The growing Haitian com-
munity, particularly in Miami-
Dade County, also feels side-
lined in the political process
when it comes to drawing
political districts that repre-
sent their interests. Jean-
Robert Lafortune, president
of the Haitian American
Grassroots Coalition, told the
group that the Haitian com-
munity has no representation,
although in two of the 13
Miami-Dade districts Haitians
account for 30 percent and 15
percent of the population.

To tackle the inequity, the
coalition created a redistrict-
ing task force that meets with
the community with the inten-
tion to submit their own map
that takes into consideration
their numbers and representa-
tional seats.

Story and photographs sub-
mitted by Dawn A. Davis, a
freelance writer for
Caribbean Today.

Æ

Jamaican son is new Broward County
Schools superintendent

U.S. redistricting could cut Caribbean American voices

8 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  NOVEMBER 2011

FEATURE

Jones

Russell

(Continued from page 7)

(Continued from page 7)



As the debate over
immigration reform
rages in the lead up to

the 2012 presidential election
in the United States, Latinos
are the only ones keeping up
the clamor for those immi-
grants trapped in the under-
ground of the current immi-
grant labor system.

The
other immi-
grant groups
are silent,
making it
seem to the
entire U.S.
that immigra-
tion and
Latinos are
synonymous.

The
silence is
especially
deafening in the Caribbean
immigrant community where
it seems either that Caribbean
migrant families are unaffect-
ed by deportations or there
are no undocumented in our
community. Fallacies of
course!

In fact, what is happening
as the administration of U.S.
President Barack Obama
ramps up its deportation
efforts and continues to boast
of the 396,906 individuals
removed in fiscal year 2011 –
the largest number in history –
is that more and more families
are being ripped apart and the
undocumented are going fur-
ther underground.

Last year alone, some
6,000 Caribbean migrants
were deported back to the
region.

SILENCE
But while Latino singers,

celebrities and groups are
using every opportunity to
speak up about this night-
mare, our own celebrities,
government officials and the
many who call themselves
leaders of organizations are
silent.

Where is Wycelf Jean on

this issue as Haitians continue
to be detained and deported?
Where are our Hollywood
celebrities with Caribbean
roots on this issue?

Why is it that Eva
Langoria and George Lopez,
who were not born in Mexico,
care about their Latino broth-
ers and sisters who are strug-
gling in the fields of this coun-
try, but our own Caribbean
celebs fail to give a damn
about the many Caribbean
migrants who are the domes-
tics, nannies and care workers
in this country?

Organizations in the dias-
pora too are many but where
is the real leadership on this
issue apart from sporadic
focus from some church coali-
tions and unfunded passionate
groups operating on a shoe-
string budget?

To make it worst,
Caribbean leaders in the
region, unlike Latin American
heads of state, also fail to care
about the struggles of their
population around this issue.
While Latin American leaders
use every meeting with the
U.S. government to slam the
policies that are affecting their
people, Caribbean leaders are
only too happy to pose for
photos. They refuse to touch
the issue, not wanting to rock
the mighty boat that is the
U.S.

PAIN
And while we sit back

silently and hope that some-
how the Latino push will
result in help for us in the
Caribbean community, the
pain of many of our own is
becoming more unbearable.
Many cry silent tears because
they cannot leave the country
and return even though their
ailing mother or father or
other close relative has passed
on. Others have to struggle to
figure out a way to make ends
meet because the breadwinner

It’s always the dream ofmany people to do some-
thing bad and get away with

it.
But the sort of stealing or

cheating that I’m referring to is
more like the oldest form of
cheating that exists, when peo-
ple cheat on each other.

Women are actually better
cheaters than men. But never
have I ever condoned it or said,
“go forth and do it”. So can
you believe my shock when I
saw an article encouraging peo-
ple to cheat and not get
caught?

In spite of all the “happily
married” couples and the plati-
tudes about monogamy and
fidelity, people still cheat, 
and they still get caught while
doing so, even though they try
to be careful. It’s a given. And
yet they still venture into their
neighbor’s pastures, covet his
wife, his oxen, his ass, his wife’s
ass or her husband and eat 
forbidden fruit.

It’s bad enough that human
beings are predisposed to
cheating, but it’s even worse
when writers not only promote
it, but advocate it and give
advice regarding how to cheat
and not get caught. What
makes it 10 times worse is when
the authors of those advice tips
are women. But it makes sense
for, after all, what better advice
but from the horse’s mouth?

COUNTER
I was not the only one who

was outraged by the article,
written by women, advising
how to cover your tracks and

not get caught
if you decide
to cheat. I
know that
people have
written stuff
about how to
look for signs
of cheating,
and even how
to prevent
your spouse
from straying,
but this is somewhat of a
counter to that.

Firstly, it says to change
the gender of your lover when
speaking - make your girl a
guy. If you’re a man who’s
cheating, do not give your
lover a female gender, but
always refer to her as a man.

Women have been doing it for
years, referring to their lovers
by female names. So when
hubby asks, “Where are you
going tonight dear?” “Oh,” she
replies, “Sharon and I are tak-
ing in a movie.”

Then, it continues, be
always reachable. The biggest
red flag while cheating is when
you are unreachable. If you are
Mr. or Mrs. Communicator,
armed with two or three cell
phones, plus beeper, plus
walkie talkie, plus mobile fax
machine and can be reached
24/7, yet every few days
between certain hours you can-
not be reached, then suspicion
will be raised.

The article insists that you

Where are Caribbean ‘leaders’
on U.S. immigration reform?

Getting away with the cheating game
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are to remain reachable, and as
one lady wrote, “Even when I
was wrapped up with my lover,
going at it like two rabbits, and
my cell phone went off, I still
answered it and spoke to my
hubby, having to control my
heavy breathing of course.”

The advice continues:
Don’t have long-term relation-
ships or get romantically or
emotionally involved with your
lover. That way you won’t show
any feelings, and suspicions will
not be aroused.

GUILT
The big problem that

cheaters have is usually that of
guilt, as they become torn
between two lovers and don’t
know what to do. But if you can
just wham bam and walk away
and go home after, with no
strings attached, you’ll be safe.
It’s just like eating fast food.

Hack proof your stuff, it
says, making it impossible for
your spouse to hack into your
computer, phone, regular cell
phone, laptop or mail. So many
cheaters have been caught
because of text messages, e-
mails, love letters left astray
and undeleted voice mail.

As the magazine said,
that’s what helped to mash up
Tiger Woods’s business - those
countless text messages. People
used to be done-in by a paper
trail, now it’s an electronic trail
that is their downfall.

Keep different circles and
don’t date mutual friends.
Ironically, it’s always the best
friend who people cheat with

and invariably their cover gets
blown. Stupid, stupid move,
but still the number one move.

If you must, do it with
someone far removed from
your spouse’s circle, workplace,
profession or church. If he’s a
parson, don’t have an affair
with the deacon or the choir-
master, but look toward the
banker or even the school-
teacher. Their paths or their
friends’ paths will never cross.

NO EXES
That goes for exes too…

never cheat with the ex of your
spouse, for you will be found
out. 

Too many people cheat
with the wrong persons who
cause them nothing but untold
grief and misery, as they phone
them constantly, harassing their
spouses, stalking them, and
making extreme demands
telling you to leave your mate
and be with them forever.

It pays not to advertise,
but be as low profile as possi-
ble, both with your choice and
with your actions. And lastly,
take it to the grave and don’t
even tell your best friend.

Now by no means am I
condoning cheating, but I sim-
ply had to share what I read in
that magazine re: advice on
how to cheat and get away with
it. Written by women too. Girls
can now do what the guys
do…and get away with it.
Scary stuff….if you’re a man.

seido1@hotmail.com

Æ

It may not rank highly inpolls of voters’ priorities
compared to the jobs and

the economy, yet immigration
has taken on a central role in
the 2012 United States presi-
dential campaign drama.

Republican presidential
debates have been a contest to
see who can sound more fero-
cious toward illegal immi-
grants. But President Barack
Obama can’t afford to enjoy
watching his adversaries
destroy one another. He’s
catching heat from his own
base, especially Hispanic vot-
ers, for being more punitive
than he needs to be.

As a candidate, Obama
promised to fix the nation’s

immigration system with com-
prehensive reform - a mixture of,
say, secure borders and employ-
er sanctions with a pathway to
citizenship for illegal immigrants
who properly earn it.

However, as president, fac-
ing fiercely uncooperative con-
gressional Republicans, he has
contented himself with a num-
bers game, racking up record
numbers of detentions and
deportations. Since Obama
took office, detentions and
deportations have totaled more
than a million, according to the
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS). That’s rapidly
approaching the 1.57 million
that President George W. Bush
deported in two terms.

Unfortunately, with that
increase in detentions and
deportations there also have
come an increase in forced
family separations, a rise in
complaints of sexual assault
and other brutality in detention
centers, and a sharp up-tick of
outrage from Hispanic voters,
including supporters who want-
ed to believe Obama’s promis-
es to fix the broken immigra-
tion system.

Even though the presi-
dent’s stated deportation policy
gives priority to murderers, sex
offenders, drug traffickers and
other hardened criminals, DHS
figures show even more have
been detained whose only
known crime was their illegal

status. The latest annual DHS
report says more than half of
all immigrant detainees in the
fiscal year 2010 had no criminal
records.

One disappointed Obama
supporter, Maria de Los
Angeles Torres, director of
Latino Studies at the
University of Illinois, Chicago,
called the policy “shameful” in
locking up thousands of men
and women whose only crime
was their illegal status.

TOUGH CHOICE
Although many Hispanic

voters think voting Republican
would be “out of the frying pan
and into the fire,” said pollster
Gary Segura of Latino Decisions
in a recent PBS Frontline docu-
mentary on immigrant deten-
tions, their disaffection could
hurt Obama’s election turnout
enough to make a difference in
closely contested states.

Politics aside, could
Obama handle detentions and
deportations in a better way?
Yes, say immigration lawyers,
who point out a list of alterna-

tives available for a president
that don’t require congressional
approval. They include prose-
cutorial discretion and several
forms of temporary and
humanitarian relief that can be
awarded to individuals or
groups that can restore some
semblance of due process to a
system that deprives detainees
of almost all rights that those
who are officially arrested and
charged would have.

It’s hard to believe that
President Obama, a former
constitutional law lecturer and
grass-roots community organiz-
er, would not be aware of these
alternatives. Instead, with hos-
tile Republicans in Congress
giving him the border blues, he
has chosen to look tough -
even if it causes new problems
for thousands of families on
top of the rest of the problems
he is trying to solve.

© 2011 Clarence Page.
Distributed by Tribune Media
Services, Inc.

Æ

of the family has been picked
up, detained and is facing
deportation or has already
been deported by the Obama
ICE men.

While still more in our
bright, young population are
forced to face a life of hope-
lessness because they have no
“green card” to allow them to

graduate college and con-
tribute to the economy as
many immigrants have done
before and continue to do.
It is time for the Caribbean
immigrant community of
celebrities, organization
heads, pastors and govern-
ment officials to join arms and
also speak up for the voiceless
within their own ranks. Its
time to let the Obama admin-

istration know immigration
reform is needed now, not just
for Latinos, but for all immi-
grants, including Caribbean
migrants.

Felicia Persaud is founder of
NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR
Wire and Hard Beat
Communications.

Æ
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NEW YORK – Legendary Jamaican-born
singer Jimmy Cliff, known for hits like
“The Harder They Come” and “Many
Rivers To Cross”, is set to release some
new tracks – his first in seven years – this
month.

The reggae/ska musician says his new
EP, titled “Sacred Fire”, will be released
on Nov. 25. The five-song EP will be a
preview of sorts for his new full-length
album, which is expected to be released
in 2012.
The 73-year-old Cliff covers “Guns

of Brixton” by The Clash, as well as
California ska musician Rancid’s song
“Ruby Soho”. The full track includes
“Guns of Brixton”, “Ruby Soho”, “Ship
is Sailing”, “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna
Fall” and “Guns of Brixton (alternate
version)”. It was produced by Tim
Armstrong, the guitarist for Rancid.
In addition to the regular release of the
EP, there will be a special Record Store
Day colored seven-inch vinyl release,

featuring a bonus track called “World
Upside Down”, on Nov. 26.

- Edited from News Americas.

Æ

Two of the English-
speaking Caribbean’s
most popular female

entertainers are among the
nominees in several categories

for the 39th annual American
Music Awards.

Trinidad and Tobago’s
Nicki Minaj and Barbadian
Rihanna will find out if they
have won during the live

broadcast of the awards pres-
entation on Nov. 20 on the
United States television net-
work ABC.

Minaj is nominated in the
categories of “Favorite
Rap/Hip-Hop Artiste”
and “Favorite Rap/Hip-
Hop Album” (Pink
Friday). In the artiste
category, she will com-
pete with Lil Wayne
and Kanye West. In the
album category she
faces Lil Wayne’s “Tha
Carter IV” and The
Throne’s “Watch the
Throne”.

Rihanna got the
nod in the categories
of “Pop or Rock”
album for “Loud” and
“Favorite Female
Artiste Soul/R&B”.

She will compete in the album
category with Adele (“21”)
and Lady Gaga (“Born This
Way”) and against Beyoncé
and Kelly Rowland for female
artiste. In the best “Soul/R&B

Album” category she will
compete against ex-boyfriend
Chris Brown’s “F.A.M.E.” and
Beyoncé’s “4”.

Æ

Jimmy Cliff to release new tracks

Caribbean stars Rihanna, Nicki Minaj up for American Music Awards
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BRIEFS
• Court denies bail to Vybz Kartel

A bail application filed by attorneys rep-
resenting popular Dance Hall singer Vybz
Kartel was rejected by a Jamaican judge ear-
lier this month.

The singer, whose real name is Adidja
Palmer, has been charged with the murder
and also faces charges of conspiracy to mur-
der and illegal possession of a firearm in
connection with that killing.

• Jamaican jerk fest Nov. 13
The 10th annual Grace Jamaican Jerk

Festival is scheduled for Nov. 13 at Markham
Park in Sunrise, Florida.

For more information on the day of fun,
food and culture, call 786-361-1103, e-mail
info@jerkfestival.com or visit www.jerk-
festival.com.

• Bayside Rocks music fest Nov. 19
World beat music takes center stage at

the Bayside Rocks Music and Arts Festival
Nov. 19 in downtown Miami, Florida.

Reggae, dancehall, Latin American,
Kompa, Caribbean and rock ‘n roll will high-
light this year’s concert, which includes a
special tribute to Bob Marley. Among the
headliners are Bunny Wailer, Warrior King,
Cultura Profetica, Pato Banton, Connis
Vanterpool, Tabou Combo, Gondwana and
Luciano.

The festival will be held at Bayfront Park.
For more information, call 305-763-4509 or
e-mail info@baysiderocksfestival.com.

• TiChapo wins carnival band award
The Haitian masquerade band TiChapo,

won “Band of the Year” portraying “Plante
Pou Rekolte” at the 27th Annual Miami
Broward Caribbean Carnival, entitled “Miami
Carnival in the Gardens”, last month at
Sunlife Stadium in Miami Gardens.

Compiled from various sources.
Æ
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Jamaican athletes compet-ing at the recent IAAF
World Championships in

Athletics (WCA) found them-
selves in the care of South
Florida’s Dr. Michael Douglas.

The Jamaican doctor and

sports therapist,
who has served
Jamaican athletes
at major meets
over the years –
including Olympics
and World
Championships -
made the trip to
Daegu, South
Korea with the
team.

“Almost all
the athletes have
some form of
injury,” Dr.
Douglas, who is
certified in chiro-
practic neurology,
said before he departed for
the 2011 WCA.

“Very few are at the
games and are pain free. My
job is to improve performance
and to assess injuries.”

The doctor said in addition
to physical treatment, there is
some psychology required
when caring for the athletes.
Dr. Douglas said it is his job to
get the athletes relaxed before
and after their performance.

“Sometimes they get emotion-
al after a disappointing per-
formance and I am the one
they see right after the event,”
he explained.

Dr. Douglas practices at
Douglas Chiropractic at 
South Florida locations in
Lauderhill, Miramar and
Coral Springs.

Æ

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Trinidad and Tobago will
launch the country’s first Drug
Treatment Court in 2012, to
include technical assistance,
training and cooperation from
the Inter-American Drug
Abuse Control Commission
(CICAD) of the Organization
of American States (OAS).

National Security Minister
John Sandy said his country
“needs to find different and
innovative alternatives to
improve citizen security.”

In response to that need,
the Drug Treatment Court
have emerged as a multi-disci-
plinary practice policy marry-
ing prevention policies, treat-
ment and justice, and have
shown results in other coun-

tries of the hemisphere to
reduce crime and with it, the
recidivism rate, the prison
population and drug depend-
ency.

This strategy includes the
establishment of courts where
an individual’s recovery is
closely supervised by a judge
with the power to reward
progress and rebuke relapses.
To this end, the judge uses a
team of prosecutors, defense
lawyers, health professionals,
social workers and police to
rehabilitate and reintegrate
individuals back into the com-
munity.

INNOVATIONS
The OAS is working with

a number of organizations to

identify innovations and good
practices in addressing the
needs of drug-dependent
offenders, both through drug
treatment courts and other
holistic approaches that treat
the individual, his or her fami-
ly, work, health and social
wellbeing as a whole, while
still ensuring that the commu-
nity’s security concerns are
met.

Other countries of 
the region to initiate pilot
projects or similar develop-
ments with support from the
OAS include The Bahamas,
Jamaica, Argentina,
Dominican Republic and
Costa Rica.

Æ

Baptist Health South
Florida has taken the
fight against health

issues such as obesity to the
Caribbean through its “Know
Your Numbers” campaign.

In July Dr. Yvonne
Turner Johnson, who traces
her roots to the region, visited
Trinidad and Tobago to make
a presentation on obesity and
its role in heart disease.

Dr. Johnson, whose father
is from St. Kitts and who
spent vacations on the island
growing up, is working with
Baptist Health South Florida
International Services to assist
with spreading the word about
overall health and wellness.

A native of Atlantic City,

New Jersey, Dr. Johnson came
to Miami in 1987 and has
worked in the Emergency
Department of South Miami
Hospital for the past 12 years. 

She is a graduate of
Harvard College and Howard
University College of
Medicine.  She completed her
residency at Jackson
Memorial Hospital/University
of Miami in 1990. 

Dr. Johnson was on staff
in the Emergency Department
of Cedars Hospital for more
than seven years and has also
attended the Emergency
Department of Doctor’s
Hospital in Coral Gables.  
She was in private practice 
for several years with Dr.

Robert Cava before dedicat-
ing her professional life exclu-
sively to the practice of emer-
gency medicine.  

FOCUS ON WOMEN
Currently, Dr. Johnson

serves as vice president of the
Medical Staff at South Miami
Hospital.  She is the co-med-
ical director of the Emergency
Department and the emer-
gency director of the Heart
Attack Unit at the hospital.
She has also lectured on the
topic of “Women and Heart
Disease” both locally and
internationally. 

Dr. Johnson has been a
board member of the Miami-
Dade / Monroe Early Learning
Coalition since 2001, and cur-
rently serves as board vice-
chairman and chairman of the
Nominating Committee.  She
is also a member of the
American College of
Physicians and has been 

active with the National
Medical Association. 

Dr. Johnson was recently
selected a member of the
Orange Bowl Committee, and
is a lifetime member of the
South Miami Chapter of Jack
and Jill of America.  She was
also a member of the board of
the Miami City Ballet School
and served as the “school doc-
tor” for the ballet school’s
International Summer
Program for several years. 

She is married to Albert
Johnson II.  They have three
adult children, Jessica, Albert
III and Jasmine. 

Æ

Florida doctor assists Jamaican athletes at WCA

T&T to launch Drug Treatment Court in 2012

RETURN TO ROOTS: South Florida doctor offers help to Caribbean

12 • CARIBBEAN TODAY •  NOVEMBER 2011

HEALTH

Johnson

Dr. Douglas, right, helps star sprinter Usain Bolt stretch.
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If you happen to be inBarbados later this month
and would like to experi-

ence events around the time
of Independence Day, Nov.
30, here are some choices:

• National Independence
Service

The annual Independence
interdenominational service
this year, with its theme
“Resolving our Challenges as
a Family and Achieving as a
Nation”, will be held at 4 p.m.
Nov. 27 at Independence
Square.

The service will be pre-
ceded at 2:30 p.m. by a march,
which starts at Jubilee
Gardens and proceeds via
Broad Street, across Charles
Duncan O’Neal bridge, to the
square.

The service and benedic-
tion will be given by
Monsignor Vincent Blackett
and Dr. John Holder arch-
bishop of the Caribbean.
• Nov. 29 - Independence
Pairs Bridge Tournament
organized by the Barbados
Bridge League Tournament.
• Nov. 30 – “Hike Barbados:
Special Independence Day
Hik” from Holetown to
Ragged Point.
• Nov. 30 - St. Philip Carnival,
including a calypso competi-

tion.
• Nov. 30 - Independence Pan
at the Ramshackle Bar and
Restaurant on the west coast
in Mountstandfast, St. James,
between Holetown and
Speightstown on the Alleyne
beach.
• Nov. 30 – The 45th
Independence Day Parade
starts at 8 a.m. with an inspec-
tion of troops by the governor
general. A march past will fol-
low with a salute to the nation
and a parade into Bridgetown.
Prime Minister Freundel Stuart
will review the marching
troops in front of Government
Headquarters on Bay Street.

Æ

Caribbean Americans
will have a chance to
revel in the spirit of

Barbados’s 45th Independence
during several
events being
presented
through the
collaboration
of the
Barbados
Cultural
Association of
South Florida
(BCASF).

While the
Caribbean
island official-
ly marks its
Independence
Day on Nov.
30, events
scheduled for
before, on, and
after that date
will aim to capture the Bajan
vibes.

The excitement kicks off
on Nov. 26 with the “Barbados
Independence Awards and
Gala” at The Quality Inn
Hotel, 1711 N. University Dr.
in Plantation. Cocktails will be
served at 7 p.m., dinner at 8:30
p.m. The entertainment pack-
age, featuring Biggie Irie,

begins at 11 p.m.
The gala is being held

under the patronage of
Barbados Consul General

Colin Mayers.

SERVICE
At 4 p.m. the following

day, Nov. 27, a service of
thanksgiving to mark
Barbados’s Independence, will
be held at the Holy Sacrament
Episcopal Church, 2801 N.
University Dr. in Pembroke
Pines.

The BCASF has also
planned a “Bajan Day” for 
11 a.m. Dec. 3 at the Central
Broward Regional Park.

Games, including road tennis,
dominoes, cricket and soccer,
will be part of the entertain-
ment. Bajan food and drinks
will be available.

The public is invited to 
all events. For more informa-
tion on all events, call 954-
324-7741.

Æ

The Barbados Consul
General offers a variety
of services to the coun-

try’s citizens in the United
States. Below is the contact
information for the offices in
Miami, Florida and New York:

Miami
Consul General Colin S.

Mayers
Address: 2121 Ponce de Leon
Blvd., Suite 1300 (PH), Coral
Gables, Florida 33134.
Telephone: 786-515-1201. 
Fax: 305-455-7975. E-mail:
miami@foreign.gov.bb.

New York
Consul General Lennox O’B. 

Price
Address: 820 Second Ave., 5th
Floor, between 43rd and 44th
streets, New York, N.Y. 10017.
Telephone: 212-551-4325. Fax:
212-867-8899. E-mail:
newyork@foreign.gov.bb.

Æ

Each year Barbados
observes 12 ‘Bank
Holidays’. On those

dates Barbadians generally
get the day off to celebrate
with their families. The fol-
lowing is a list Bank Holidays
for next year:

• Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day
• Jan. 21 - Errol Barrow Day
• April 6 - Good Friday
• April 9 - Easter Monday
• April 28 - National Heroes’
Day

• May 1 - Labor Day
• May 28 - Whit Monday

• Aug. 1 - Emancipation Day
• Aug. 6 - Kadooment Day
• Nov. 30 - Independence Day
• Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
• Dec. 26 - Boxing Day

Æ

If you are in Barbados…

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,
CMC – Governor General Sir
Clifford Husbands is stepping
down after 15 years in office,
according to an official state-
ment issued here late last
month.

The statement said that
“retired High Court Judge,
the Hon. Elliot Belgrade, will
act as Governor General from
Tuesday, November 1, until
further notice”.

Sir Clifford, 85, was the
island’s sixth head of state. He
served since 1996 and is the
second governor general to
retire from the post after Sir
Hugh Springer in June 1990.

The other four before him all
died in office.

Æ

GG steps down

South Florida celebrations to mark Independence

Consul general offices in Miami, New York

TIME OUT: Bajan ‘Bank Holidays’ in 2012
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CELEBRATING BARBADOS

FACTS ON BARBADOS
On Nov. 30, 1966

Barbados achieved
Independence from

Great Britain.
Independence Day is cel-

ebrated on Nov. 30 each year.
Throughout November,

Barbadians celebrate the
event in numerous ways,
including civil and religious
services, sporting competi-
tions, community events and
fairs.

On Nov. 30, Independence

Day, Barbadians light up
Parliament buildings and
roundabouts with yellow and
blue – the national colors.

The Caribbean country
also stages a National
Independence Festival of
Community Arts (NIFCA)
where Barbadians showcase
talents in many fields, includ-
ing art, music, dance, craft
and literature.

Æ

Entertainer Biggie Irie will be featured at the gala.

Prime Minister Stuart will review the
troops.

Husbands



Antigua gained total
Independence on Nov.
1 1981, when for the

first time in 328 years the
Union Jack was lowered and
replaced with the Antiguan
Flag, and then the Antiguan
National Anthem was sung.

The observance consists
of a week of celebration, com-
petitions, parades, expos and
food fairs – for Antiguans liv-
ing both home and abroad - in
both Antigua and Barbuda.

About two weeks before
Independence Day local busi-

nesses, schools and govern-
ment buildings are decorated
in the traditional and distinc-
tive yellow and red check of
the National Dress used for
clothing, and as decoration
with a yearly Heritage
National Dress Day.

Whether living, born in or
visiting Antigua for the first
time there will always be some
form of entertainment for the
family.

- Edited from antiguanice.com.

Æ

• Nov. 5 - Prime Minister
Baldwin Spencer is the sched-
uled guest speaker at Antigua
and Barbuda’s 30th
Independence dinner and gala
at Embassy Suites, 3974 N.W.
South River Dr., Miami,
Florida. Cocktails at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner at 7:30 p.m.

• Nov. 6 - Annual
Independence church service

at Prince of Peace Moravian
Church, 1880 N.W. 183rd St.
in Miami Gardens. Service
starts 11 a.m.

• Nov. 6 - Independence pic-
nic and fungi cook-off at Tree
Tops Park, 3900 S.W. 100th
Ave. in Davie. Antiguan food
and games, including domi-
noes and cricket. Free admis-
sion does not include parking.

Starts at noon. Fungi cook-off
at 2 p.m.

Compiled from various
sources. For more informa-
tion on these events, call 954-
562-6014 or visit the Antigua
and Barbuda Association of
South Florida website at
www.antiguabarbuda-sfl.org.

Æ

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, CMC –
Antigua and Barbuda cele-
brated its 30th year of political
Independence from Britain on
Nov. 1 with a public holiday,
the traditional military parade
and a call for national unity
from Prime Minister Baldwin
Spencer.

The anniversary was
observed under the theme
“Antigua and Barbuda: One
Family – Moving Towards a
Secure Future”, and Spencer,
who recently returned from
the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Summit
(CHOGM) in Australia, said
his Caribbean nation had been
making significant strides on
the global community.

But he told nationals that
the challenges of the past two
and a half years “call on all of
us as committed Antiguans
and Barbudans to move for-
ward in unity, a vital compo-
nent to national development.  

“Our unity of purpose will
enable us to triumph over the
economic obstacles caused by
a global recession. As we cele-
brate as one family, we are all
reminded that even though at
thirty, our nation is relatively
a youthful nation which
requires all of our energies to
ensure that we secure a bright
future for our children,”
Spencer said.

CHALLENGES
Spencer said that the cur-

rent global economic crisis
has brought great pain to
countless nations and people
around the world and that
Antigua and Barbuda is not
immune to the challenges
associate with this global 
crisis.

“However, we do not
have to suffer the same fate as
the thorn bird,” he explained.
“As a government, we have
devised a program to arrest
the challenges brought on by
the crisis. We have seen posi-
tive progress.  However, total
success requires the input of
each and every citizen and
resident of our nation.”

The prime minister said

he was pleased with the
enthusiasm shown by people
attending the various activities
marking the Independence
celebrations, adding that his
government recognizes the
value of young people to
national development.

“That is why, the Ministry
of Education has chartered a
course heavily on special needs
education. Recognizing the
need for integration of stu-
dents with special needs, the
Ministry of Education will very
shortly appoint an education
officer with special responsibil-
ities for special needs.

“There are also plans for
the creation of a diagnostic
center where students will be
properly screened for any
existing disability. Experts in
the field of special education
will be attached to this centre.
Holding the view of no child
being left behind, the Ministry
of Education wishes to ensure

that children with special edu-
cational needs get the atten-
tion that they truly deserve.”

EDUCATION KEY
Spencer said that the edu-

cation thrust will also be in
the area of Universal
Secondary Education (USE)
and that soon primary school
principals will know the
process by which students will
transition from primary to sec-
ondary school. He said that
the construction of a new sec-
ondary school by the People’s
Republic of China will lend to
the success of USE.

“Education will remain 
a key component of govern-
ment’s policies,” he said,
thanking countries, including
the People’s Republic of
China, the Republic of Cuba,
The Kingdom of Morocco, 
the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, Greece, the
Russian Federation, and the
Serbian Republic, which part-
nered with his administration
in its quest to provide the best
possible education for our
young people.

REFORMS
The prime minister told

citizens that his government is
also continuing to pursue the
institutional reforms “that are
so vital to putting our econo-
my on a sustainable develop-
ment path. He said these
wide-ranging reforms were
elaborated in the govern-
ment’s National Economic
and Social Transformation
Plan that includes re-engineer-
ing the customs, inland rev-
enue and treasury services to
improve public financial man-
agement, as well as transform-
ing the entire public sector
into a more lean and efficient
machine.

“This reform project is
critical to our effort to ensure
that every member of society
plays his or her part in the
development of Antigua and
Barbuda, by contributing to

revenues according to their
individual capabilities. We
have seen the results at cus-
toms, where, by merely clos-
ing loopholes, total revenues
have increased when calculat-
ed as a percentage of the
value of goods imported.

“At inland revenue we
have witnessed an increase in
the rate of compliance, though
there is still room for consid-
erable improvement. During
the last 18 months, our focus
was on the 216 largest taxpay-
ers. In the year ahead, we will
continue to focus on this
group, but in addition, shall
expand our focus to an addi-
tional 500 taxpayers approxi-
mately, comprised primarily of
self-employed merchants, arti-
sans and professionals,” the
prime minister said.

He said that a critical
aspect of the Fiscal
Consolidation and Debt
Sustainability Program has
been to normalize relations
with the island’s creditors,
both domestic and external.

“I am happy to report
that this process is almost
complete, and that we have
already seen a reduction in
our debt to GDP ratio,” said
Spencer. “Antigua and
Barbuda has at long last
begun to shake the stigma of
being a deadbeat debtor.”

The prime minister said
that his government would

continue to introduce meas-
ures to stimulate the local
economy as had been the case
last July when it introduced
several initiatives that will end
in Aug. 2012.

“As our nation celebrates
its 30th anniversary of
Independence, the very exis-
tence of many developing
countries as viable states is at
stake” he said. “The world
financial and economic crisis
continues to threaten debt
sustainability in our countries
through its impact on the real
economy and the increase in
borrowings we had to under-
take in order to mitigate the
negative impacts of the crisis.”

Spencer said that the
recent gyrations in the major
stock markets of the world,
while welcomed, do not
inspire hope for lasting global
economic recovery anytime
soon.

“Now more than ever, we
are called upon to act and act
boldly,” he said. “We must
plan strategically for the
future.  We must chart a 
path that will ensure that 
our nation moves from
Independence to inter-
dependence.

“The history of our nation
must reflect how we as a gov-
ernment and people address
our current circumstance.  It
must reflect how we all joined
together to transform the twin
island nation of Antigua and
Barbuda into a fully devel-
oped country.

“It is therefore my inten-
tion, to take to the Cabinet of
Antigua and Barbuda, a pro-
posal to establish a committee
to develop The National
Strategic Plan of Antigua and
Barbuda 2021,” Spencer said.

That would have six
broad strategic goals, includ-
ing fiscal balance, education
for all, preserving the environ-
ment and building a stronger
physical infrastructure and
economic sustainability.

- Edited from CMC.

Æ

Celebrating Antigua and Barbuda
South Florida to host Independence events

Antigua celebrates 30th Independence with calls for unity, reform
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Spencer

“We do not have to suffer
the same fate as the thorn
bird. As a government, we
have devised a program to
arrest the challenges
brought on by the crisis. We
have seen positive
progress. However, total
success requires the input
of each and every citizen
and resident of our nation”

– Spencer



Singer/songwriter Rosanne
Cash, daughter of music
legend Johnny Cash, will

kick-off the 28th edition of the
Miami Book Fair International
(MBFI), presented by Miami
Dade College’s (MDC) The
Center @ MDC.

As part of the fair’s
“Evening With” series, Cash
will present her memoir, titled
“Composed”, at 7 p.m. Nov.
13.

The series treats book
lovers to live presentations by
some of the world’s most cele-
brated contemporary authors.
This year’s eight-night lineup
includes award-winning artist
and activist Harry Belafonte,
who has spent years living in
the Caribbean, Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist Ron Suskind,
and bestselling authors Nicole
Krauss and Dorothy Allison.

Unless otherwise noted:
All “Evening With” presenta-
tions will be held in the
Chapman Conference Center
(Building 3, second floor) at
the Wolfson Campus, 300
N.E. Second Ave.  in Miami.

Tickets for each session
are $10 and must be purchased
in advance. To purchase tick-
ets, visit www.miamibook-
fair.com.

‘AFTERNOON WITH’
Opening day will also fea-

ture an “Afternoon With”
young-adult novelist
Christopher Paolini, who will
discuss his latest book, the

fourth and final installment of
the “Inheritance” cycle.

This author presentation
is at 4 p.m. and is free with a
ticket, which can be obtained
on the fair site.

In addition, from the
Ibero-American program,
author and journalist Carlos

Alberto Montaner will present
his new book “La mujer del
Coronel” at 7 p.m. in Room
2106 (Building 2, first floor).
This event is free (no ticket
required).      

Kick-off festivities will
begin at 5 p.m. with the Miami
Book Fair International
Inaugural Ceremony in the
Wolfson Campus Auditorium
(Building 1, second floor).
Immediately following the
ceremony, the Chinese
Pavilion will host an opening

Presentations by several of
the United States’ most
celebrated contemporary

authors and some from the
Caribbean diaspora will high-
light the 28th edition of the
Miami Book Fair International
(MBFI), presented by Miami
Dade College’s (MDC) The
Center @ MDC.

The event kicks off Nov.
13 at the MDC’s Wolfson
Campus in downtown Miami,
Florida.

A few of the authors, such
as Alan Cheuse and Peter
Godwin, though not of
African descent, have written
about the black experience.
Others, including award-win-
ning artist and activist Harry
Belafonte, as well as historian
Nelson George, are prominent
African Americans.

During the fair, the
authors will participate in
book signings, readings and
one-on-one discussions.

Below is a list of some of
this year’s featured authors with
connections to the Caribbean
through their heritage and/or

work:  
• Jessica B. Harris – “In

High on the Hog: A Culinary
Journey from Africa to
America” Harris, tells the
story of the African diaspora
through food, from the food-
stuff brought along with
African slaves to barely main-
tain them on the Middle
Passage to the undeniable
imprint of African American
cuisine on southern American
and Caribbean food. Harris is
the author or more than 20

cookbooks on Southern,
African, South American and
Caribbean cuisine.

• Marlon James - In the
novel “The Book of Night
Women”, James explores the
cruel and dehumanizing prac-

tice of slavery in Jamaica. The
book is narrated in Jamaican
patois.

• Elizabeth Nunez – Her
novel “Boundaries” is the
story of Anna, the head of a
specialized imprint at a major

publishing house who is chal-
lenged for her position by an

ambitious upstart. Anna turns
for advice to her boyfriend, a
Caribbean American, who
attempts to convince her that
immigrants must accept limi-
tations on their freedom in
America.

• Dr. Paul Farmer - The
medical anthropologist and
physician has dedicated his
life to treating some of the
world’s poorest populations.
In “Haiti After the

Earthquake”, Dr. Farmer, who
has worked in Haiti for nearly
30 years, describes the earth-
quake’s impact on that coun-
try, both as a physician in the
days and weeks immediately
after the event, and over the
subsequent year, when he and
his colleagues worked along
with the United Nations to try
to marshal international sup-
port for Haiti’s recovery
efforts.

• Cedella Marley - Bob
Marley’s daughter uses the
title from one of her Jamaican
father’s most beloved songs,
“One Love”, for her illustrat-
ed children’s book.

• Geoffrey Philp - The
Jamaican poet and fiction
writer offers a new children’s
book, “Marcus and the
Amazons: A Story of
Resistance” that combines 
the values of Marcus Garvey
and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. into the story of a coura-
geous ant that saves his 
colony from an evil tyrant.

Æ

Belafonte in star line-up

Caribbean, African American tales ready to flavor book fair
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~ A special feature on Miami Book Fair International

POSTCARD FROM CHINA

The 28th edition of Miami Book Fair International, presented by The Center at Miami Dade College (MDC), officially
kicked-off recently at the City Hall Restaurant, with the unveiling of two official book fair posters. The official poster was
created by Ye Hongxing, a native of China. A second poster, designed by artist Grace Zong, celebrates the activities the
book fair organizes for children and families. This year’s fair, scheduled to run from Nov. 13-20 at MDC’s Wolfson Campus
in downtown Miami, will celebrate the literature and culture of China. The popular street fair runs Nov. 18-20, with more
than 200 exhibitors. Those attending the poster launch included, from left, Madeleine Pumariega, president, Wolfson
Campus; Alina Interián, executive director, The Center at Miami Dade College; Ye Hongxing, artist; and Dr. Eduardo
Padrón, MDC president..

Harris

James

Farmer

Caribbean favorite Belafonte will be at
the fair.

(Continued on page 17)



reception. Both events are
free and open to the public. 

The fair will run Nov. 13-
20, 2011, at MDC’s Wolfson
Campus in downtown Miami.

Free parking is available
in the Building 7 garage at 500
N.E. Second Ave.

The popular “Street Fair”
runs Nov. 18-20, featuring
more than 200 exhibitors from
around the United States.

This year, the fair will cel-
ebrate the literature and cul-
ture of China.

Æ

MOISE HERMANTIN

For those of us who grew
up in the United States, it
is hard to fathom the

deep gap between the affluent
and the impoverished, coexist-
ing what seems to be harmo-
niously in one
nation.

As U.S.
citizens, it is
even harder to
imagine the
military in a
coup d’etat,
destroying the
lives of a rich,
successful and
loving family. 

This unimaginable sce-
nario happened all in one
night, drastically changing
Hans Leger and his family’s life
in the book “I Am
Going Where I
Belong”.

Hans Lindor
takes his readers
through Leger’s try-
ing life. As a
Haitian exile to
South Florida,
Leger’s life is about
success, failure and
inspiration through-
out.

MESSAGE
There are many elements

to this story regarding love,
family bonding and will power.
Lindor also illustrates a deep
underlying message of the rela-
tionship between Caribbean
immigrants and life in the U.S.
It touches poverty, culture, race
relations and national pride.

The author portrays
Leger’s experience as a harsh
cultural and socio-economic
status change as a Haitian in
the U.S.   

At age 14, Leger’s
view of life and the Haitian 
culture changes after his
encounter with a 15-year-old
girl. He sees her as a woman,
because she has to raise a mal-
nourished three-year-old and
raise money by any means
while sleeping in the streets of
Port-Au-Prince. Leger’s empa-
thy for the girl transforms his
view of life, as well as a culture
and nation that allows people
to live in such horrendous con-
ditions as he and others close

to him live lavishly, isolated
from the plight of the impover-
ished.

After the coup left his 
family fatherless, Leger was no
longer a part of affluent society.
This fall from grace leads him
to experience life in the ghettos
of Miami. 

SHOCK
Leger’s first culture shock

in Miami is the manner in
which his friends dressed and
addressed their parents. From
late teen to adulthood, Leger
experiences the struggles
between his Haitian culture,
the black culture in general,
and differences between races
in America.

Johnny, one of his closest
friends, shocks him when he

“learned in America you
don’t have to obey your
parents or respect
them.” Culture shocks
range from learning
English, life in
American public
schools, to the work-
ing life in the U.S. 

But even as
Leger learns the
essence of freedom
in the U.S., he also
learns about preju-
dice and racism. This

makes him question himself as
a black human being. 

CONFLICT
In their adult lives, Leger

and his brother fully embrace
their adopted American cul-
ture, but their mother always
keeps her heart and mind on
Haiti. This places a theme of
conflict involving national
pride throughout the book.
The younger men love their
new home, but their mother
remains loyal to the home they
emigrated from.

But both sides strongly
share deep pride for their
country. This love transforms
Leger from a riches-to-rags and
from rags-to-riches.  Leger’s
mother loved the rich Haitian
culture, people and lifestyle.
She aspires for the day to tell
her children, “I am going to
where I belong”.

Often in Caribbean
American families today, youth
feel national pride towards their
native countries as the adults

embrace their new home in the
U.S. Leger’s mother never dis-
courages her sons from embrac-
ing American life, but she wants
them to remember their roots.

HEART-GRIPPING
“I Am Going Where I

Belong” is a heart-gripping

story, which leads readers
through different emotions.

As a Haitian American, I
understand the struggle of
Lindor’s characters, but the
book does not speak to only
Haitians. It reflects the story of
all Caribbean Americans. They
can see their reflection through

Lindor’s characters.
“I Am Going Where I

Belong” should be the next
American classic.  

Moise Hermantin is a freelance
writer for Caribbean Today.

Æ

Belafonte in star line-up

‘I Am Going Where I Belong’: A reflection of the Caribbean American story
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‘Boyz’ stay on top in Caribbean
Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz

dropped a couple places in the
world ranking, but managed to

stay number one among Caribbean
soccer teams in the latest list
released by the game’s governing
body FIFA last month.

Below is the ranking of
Caribbean teams with the world
ranking in brackets.

1. Jamaica (50)
2. Trinidad and Tobago (79)
3. Antigua & Barbuda (90)
4. Guyana (97)
5. Cuba (100)
6. Suriname (104)
7. Haiti (107)
8. St Kitts and Nevis (109)

9. Grenada (116)
10. Dominican Republic (128)
11. Bermuda (132)
12. Puerto Rico (137)
13. St Vincent and the Grenadines
(146)
14. Barbados (148)
15. Dominica (152)
16. The Bahamas (154)
17. U.S. Virgin Islands (169)
18. Netherland Antilles (171)
19. Aruba (172)
20. St. Lucia (179)
21. Cayman Islands (185)
22. British Virgin Islands (192)
23. Turks & Caicos Islands (194)
24. Anguilla (197)
25. Montserrat (203)

Æ

Jamaican-born BrowardCounty Commissioner
Dale Holness has formed

a cricket advisory committee
to promote and market the
popular sport.

The aim is to tap into the
economic potential of the
cricket facility at Central
Broward Regional Park and
Stadium in Lauderhill, South
Florida.

Members Holness’s com-
mittee include some well
known names in cricket and
sports business. It will be
chaired by Jeff Miller, vice
president of operations for
Cricket Council USA. Other
members are former West
Indies players Lance Gibbs

and
Lawrence
Rowe; Manaf
Mohamed,
general man-
ager of
United States
of America
Cricket
Association;
radio person-
ality John T.

Hodgson; business executive
Daniel Williams; and former
Jamaica youth player Gregory
Brown.

“The committee members
bring a wealth of experience
which will provide valuable
insight and support in the
future marketing and promo-

tion of Central Broward
Regional Park and Stadium –
the only International Cricket
Council-certified cricket facili-
ty in North America – as a
prime location for internation-
al cricket and training,” said
Holness. 

The role of the committee
will be to seek teams and
sponsors who will assist in
bringing cricket to Broward
County and to work closely
with the USA Cricket Board
and other organizations to
ensure that Central Broward
Regional is positioned to
attract tournaments.

FORMULA
“It is a unique formula by

the commissioner to bring
such an esteemed group
together that will bring inde-
pendent suggestions through
their wide-ranging expertise
and experience in the game,”
said Miller. “The combination
of the committee, the out-
standing facilities at the
Central Broward Regional
Park and Florida as a destina-
tion, positions Broward
County as a strategic location
for international cricket.”

“I have been closely
involved with the staff and
officials at the Central
Broward Regional Park and
Stadium from its inception
and have been impressed with
the level of professionalism,”
added Gibbs.

“I am looking forward to
playing a part in bringing
international cricket to the
County, and offering any
advice I can to ensure matches
at the Central Broward
Regional Park, one of the best
cricket facilities in North
America.”

Cricket is the second most
popular sport in the world,
behind soccer. The game is
played throughout the Indian
subcontinent, which has a 1.5
billion population. It is also
played in India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal
and the West Indies. Cricket is
among the top three most
popular sports in Australia,
England, South Africa,
Kenya, Zimbabwe, New
Zealand, Afghanistan and
Mauritius.

Æ

Broward commissioner forms advisory
panel to boost cricket in South Florida

KINGSTON, Jamaica, CMC –
President of the International
Federation of Netball
Associations Molly Rhone has
received the Order of
Jamaica, the country’s fourth
highest nation-
al award, for
her contribu-
tion to sports
administra-
tion, in the
island and
overseas.

Rhone
has been pres-
ident of IFNA
for the last eight years. She
received the insignia at this
year’s National Honors and
Awards ceremony in celebra-
tion of National Heroes Day
on Oct. 17 at King’s House.

“Wherever I am, whatev-
er I am, and whatever I’m
involved in, I should make a
difference,” said Rhone. “If I
haven’t made a difference,
then I ought not to have been
there.”

This is the third national
honor for Rhone. She
received the Order of
Distinction/Officer Class
about a dozen years ago and
the Order of
Distinction/Commander Class
eight years later.

Rhone influenced the
restructuring of the adminis-
tration of IFNA and planned
to continue implementing
strategies and programs to
enhance the development of
the sport.

Æ

Netball boss gets Jamaica’s
fourth-highest national honor

Several senior officers
serving soccer in the
Caribbean have been dis-

ciplined by FIFA, the game’s
governing body, in the wake
of an alleged bribery scandal
stemming from a special meet-
ing of the Caribbean Football
Union in May.

The FIFA Ethics
Committee fined and banned
British Virgin Islands’ (BVI)
Franka Pickering for 18 months;
banned Jamaica Football
Federation (JFF) President
Horace Burrell for six months
(three months suspended); and
fined and banned Osiris
Guzman of the Dominican
Republic and Ian Hypolite of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
for 30 days each (15 days sus-
pended).

FIFA also fined and repri-
manded BVI’s Aubrey Liburd
and Hillaren Frederick of the
United States Virgin Islands.
Anthony Johnson of St. Kitts

and Nevis was also reprimand-
ed.

Several Caribbean offi-
cials received a warning from
FIFA. They include David
Hinds and Mark Bob Forde of
Barbados; Richard Groden of
Trinidad and
Tobago; Haiti’s
Yves Jean-
Bart and
Horace Reid
of Jamaica.

A hearing
to discuss alle-
gations against
Noel Adonis
of Guyana was
postponed, while in the case
of St. Lucia’s Patrick Mathurin
no decision was taken last
month.

Cases against other
Caribbean officials were not
heard by FIFA as they are no
longer involved in football in
the region.

Æ

Caribbean soccer bosses banned
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SPORT

AvAilAble
10/18/2011

Fire in babylon
$16.95

Call 24 Hours 

1-800-529-3500
www.cricketvideo.com

Holeness

Rhone

Burrell
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C L A S S I F I E D A D S

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo! 
SAVE when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV

and get up to $300 BACK!
(select plans). Limited Time 
Call NOW! 877-265-1754

DIRECTV Fall Special! Free HD, 3 mos 
FREE HBO|Showtime|Starz|Cinemax! 

NFL SUNDAY TICKET Free
- Choice Ultimate|Premier – Pkgs from
$29.99/mo. Till 11/15 1-888-420-9466

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month PLUS
30 Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3
Months! SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY

Installation! CALL - 888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more
than a million people walking and raising

money to support the March of Dimes. The
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * Get a 4-
Room All-Digital Satellite system installed for

Free and programming
starting at $19.99/mo. Free HD/DVR upgrade

for new callers, Call Now. 1-800-795-7279

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with
Warranty, 3 Pumps, LED lighting, Ozone

Deluxe Cover, maintenance
free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice

$8995. Can deliver. 727-851-3217

WANTED YOUR DIABETES TEST STRIPS.
Unexpired. We buy Any Kind/Brand. Pay up to

$22.00 per box. Shipping Paid. Habalamos
Espanol. Call 1-800-267-9895
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com

$4.99/Month including 10 minutes only
$0.15/per minute thereafter Free Cell Phone,
Free Shipping/3 Months Free, Roaming/Long
Distance Free Perfect for seniors & low users

www.intouchamerica.com (800) 500-
0066 (M-F). Some restrictions apply

SERVICES/
MISCELLANEOUS

A CHILDLESS, YOUNG, SUCCESSFUL
WOMAN SEEKS TO ADOPT. Will provide 

loving home. Large extended family. Excellent
support. Financial security. Expenses paid.

Jessica or Adam 1-800-790-5260.
(FL.Bar#0150789)

Abortion Not an Option? Consider Adoption. It’s
a Wonderful Choice for an Unplanned

Pregnancy. Living/Medical Expenses Paid.
Loving, Financially Secure Families Await. 

1-877-341-1309 Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228)

ADOPTION Give your baby a loving, finan-
cially secure family Living expenses paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 28 years

experience. 1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar # 307084

ADOPTION GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN
LIFE! Many Kind, Loving, Educated &

Financially Secure Couples Waiting.
Living/Medical Expenses Paid. Counseling

& Transportation Provided.
Former Birth Moms on Staff! THE FLORI-

DAADOPTION LAW GROUP Attorneys who
truly care about you. Jodi Sue Rutstein,
M.S.W., J.D. Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D.

Over 25 Combined Years of
Adoption Experience. 800-852-0041

Confidential 24/7 (#133050 & 249025)

ADOPTION 866-633-0397 Unplanned
Pregnancy? Provide your baby with a 

loving, financially secure family.
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses paid.
Social worker on staff. Call compassionate

attorney Lauren Feingold 
(FL Bar#0958107) 24/7

ADOPTION 888-812-3678 All Expenses Paid.
Choose a Loving, Financially Secure family

for your child 24 Hrs 7 Days Caring &
Confidential. Attorney Amy Hickman. 

(Lic. #832340)

*DIVORCE* BANKRUPTCY Starting at $65 *1
Signature Divorce *Missing Spouse Divorce

“We Come to you!” 1-888-705-7221 
Since1992

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Talk with caring adoption expert. You choose
from families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift
Adoptions. 866-413-6298. License

#100013125

ROOF REPAIRS CALL 24/7 Mobile Home Roof
Specialist & Flat Roof. Free Certified

Inspections. Lic/Ins CCC1327406. All Florida
Weatherproofing & Construction. 

1-877-572-1019

EDUCATION/
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program.

Financial aid if qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS
Graduate in 14 Months. FAAApproved; financial
aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call
National Aviation Academy Today! 1-800-659-

2080 or NAA.edu 

NEED YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA?
Finish from home fast for $399! Nationally

accredited. EZ pay. Free brochure. www.diplo-
maathome.com Call 800-470-4723

FINANCIAL

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At least
62 years old? Stay in your home & Increase

cash flow! Safe & Effective! Call Now for your
FREE DVD! Call Now 888-879-2309

Low Interest Financing Borrow $20K & Pay
$379/mo at 8% Bad Credit Okay Call Toll Free

1-888-875-2104

NEED CASH FAST! Good, Bad Credit, Even
Bankruptcy, Debt Consolidations! Personal

Loans, Business Start Up Available. Get Out Of
Debt Fast, Low Winter Rates 

Call 1-866-822-8922

FOR SALE

GIGANTIC MIRRORS Jobsite Leftovers, Brand
New, Perfect Condition, 48”x100” (7), $115

each; 60”x100” (8) $140 each; 72”x100” (11),
$165 each. Free delivery. 1-800-473-0619.

HELPWANTED

ASSEMBLE JEWELRY & MAGNETS from
Home! Year-Round Work! Excellent Pay! No
Experience! Top US Company! Glue Gun,

Painting, Jewelry, More! Call 1-860-482-3955

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! Earn $12 - $48 per
hour / No Experience Full Benefits / Paid

Training 1-866-477-4953, Ext. 57 Now Hiring!!

MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn up to $150 per
day. Under cover Shoppers needed to judge
retail and dining establishments Exp Not Re.

Call 1-888-879-0084

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION TENNESSEE LAND 440Ac/88Ac
Meigs, MonroeCo; Offered Divided Huge

Savings Small & Large Tracts Online Now
www.LandAuction411.com (931) 796-3505

Middle Tennessee Realty and Auction,
LLC TN5576-10% BP

Available Now 2-4 Bedroom Homes. Take Over
Payments. No Money Down. No Credit check!

Call Now 1-888-270-0372

FREE LAND LIST! North Florida Properties 
1 acre to 80 acres. Restricted & Hunting. For
info call 1-800-294-2313 x2776 A Bar Sales,

Inc. Open 7 Days 7-7

GEORGIA LAND FOR SALE- Middle GA 
area 3acre-21acre lots. Some wooded, some

pasture, some w/creek. Owner Financing.
Monthly payments starting at $71.95. Call

owner 770-639-9784

HOMES & LAND Special Financing Available
Any Credit! Low Down! View properties at:

www.roselandco.com and sign up for mailing
list! Rose Land & Finance Corp. 866-937-3557

20 ACRES To Live On ONLY $99/mo.
$0/Down. No Credit Checks, Money Back

Guarantee, Owner Financing. Near Growing El
Paso Texas. Beautiful Mountain Views! Free

Color Brochure. 1-800-843-7537
www.sunsetranches.com

HEALTH/MEDICAL
ARE YOU DIABETIC? Join America's Diabetic
Savings Club. It's FREE! Get great discounts
on products/services. Call 1--888-436-0414 to

get your FREE diabetic bracelet.
www.DiabeticSavingsClub.com.

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a
Free Talking Meter and diabetic testing supplies

at No Cost, plus Free home delivery! Best of
all, this meter eliminates painful finger pricking!

Call 888-377-3536

ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA SUFFERERS with
Medicare. Get FREE CPAP Replacement
Supplies at NO COST, plus FREE home 

delivery! Best of all, prevent red skin sores 
and bacterial infection! 

Call 888-375-5226

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe
and affordable medications. Our licensed

Canadian mail order pharmacy will provide you
with savings of up to 90 percent on all your

medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off your

first prescription and free shipping.

SAVE $500.00. Take VIAGRA? 100MG and
CIALIS 20mg! 40 Pills+ 4/Free for only $99. #1

Male Enhancement, discreet Shipping. Only
$2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now! 1-888-800-1280 

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted.
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 

1-800-871-9638

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Grocery
Coupons, NOAH'S ARC Support No Kill

Shelters, Research to Advance Veterinary
Treatments FREE TOWING, Tax Deductible,

Non-Runners Accepted 888-333-0813

DONATE YOUR CAR! Breast Cancer
Research Foundation. Most highly rated breast

cancer charity in America! Tax deductible/Fast,
Free Pick-up! 888-380-2077

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-703-7226

LAWSUIT CASH
Auto Accident? Worker Compensation? Get

CASH before your case settles! Fast
Approval. Low Fees.

(866) 709-1100 or www.glofin.com

Lottery Breakthrough?
Winning is NOT luck.

Scientific number picking system really
works! Multiple lottery winners proof.

Limited time FREE report at:
www.LottoCrystalBall.com
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