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Tropical storm Ernesto makes landfall near GTMO

The Kittery Beach Joint Aid Station boarded up windows and doors in 
preparation for the first tropical storm of 2006 to strike close to GTMO.

Photo by Army 1st Lt. Anthony John

Troopers of the Joint Task Force en-
dured heavy rain, strong winds and tu-
multuous seas as Tropical Storm Ernes-
to made its way through Guantanamo 
Bay. 

Ernesto made landfall on the south-
eastern Cuban coast near Playa Cazon-
al, just west of Guantanamo around 
noon Monday. Maximum sustained 
winds were 40 mph. Rainfall amounts 
were 6 to 12 inches, with isolated 
amounts of 20 inches. 

In response to Ernesto’s approach, 
JTF Troopers prepared Camp America 
for the worst. 

The Camp Commandant’s staff 
headed hurricane preparation within 
Camp America. During this time Army 
Sgt. Maj. David Hare was off-island 
on leave, but regardless of his absence, 
the staff took charge and made sure ev-
erything was in order.

“The staff pre-positioned full sand-
bags at Camp Bulkeley and Bulkeley 

Gym areas. They made sure that all 
loose cans, grills, etc, were removed 
and stored. They lowered the light 
cart polls on the soccer field to keep 
them from being knocked over. Cau-
tion signs were put out at the low point 
of Windmill Road near the Navy Ex-
change Mini Mart to ensure that folks 
knew to use caution when crossing that 
area,” explained Hare. 

Troopers living within Camp Amer-

ica helped prepare for the storm by 
turning over picnic tables and making 
sure any objects able to fly off were 
grounded or put away.

 “Army Staff Sgt. Murray, Army 
Sgt. David Spiller, Army Sgt. Durville 
Singh and Army Pvt. Emmanuel Mc-
Cray knew what had to be done and 
they handled it well,” added Hare, 
speaking about the Trooper’s perfor-
mance in his absence. 

L a b o r  D a y  W e e k e n d  M W R  E v e n t s :
Eliminator Bowling Tournament - Sept. 4 - Starts at 5 p.m. at the Bowling Alley - $8 entry fee

Labor Day Car Show - Sept. 3 - Stars at 1 p.m. at Cooper Field

Urban Street Bike Warriors - Sept. 4 - Starts at 5 p.m. at the Downtown Lyceum.

GTMO Jazz and Music Festival - Sept. 3 - Starts at 3 p.m. at Cooper Field

GTMO’S Three Club Shoot Out Golf Tournament - Sept. 2 to 3 - Starts at 8 p.m. at the Golf Course
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     Leadership is hard.  

“It’s supposed to be hard! If it wasn’t 
hard, everyone would do it!” Tom 
Hanks as Jimmy Dugan, “A League 
of Their Own,” 1992. 

     Treating fellow servicemembers 
as we would want to be treated is a 
well-regarded concept. Regardless 
of service, the essential core values 
are the same. Despite being reminded 
constantly to do the right thing, there 
are some who still fail to do so.  
     We represent the best that our 
country has to offer, representing 
all walks of American life; without 
proper guidance and leadership, 
anyone has the ability to slide from 
the path. The leadership challenge 
is to ensure that all are afforded the 
same opportunities to succeed, be 
an “Army of One,” “Aim High,” be 
one of the “Few and the Proud,” or 
an opportunity to energize their life. 
Those same folks are also entitled 
to a swift kick in the pants when a 
signifi cant line has been crossed. 
Most of us expect to be told if we’re 
doing wrong. Few join the service to 
be a bad seed.
     I believe that all of us raised our 
right hands for a good reason. We 
felt a sense of patriotism, need for 
discipline, or a calling to a common 
good. Some Troopers out there 
have lost that group identifi cation 
and sense of purpose due to us not 
setting the expectation or example. 
Maybe some are just bad seeds. But 
of those who are, they didn’t all start 
out that way. Setting an example, 
tough love and intrusive leadership 
keep good Troopers good, and make 
not so good Troopers better. That 
requires leadership and commitment.  

Leadership is hard

Sometimes that’s hard.  Leadership is 
a challenge. 
     Our Troopers are warriors. But if 
we looked at those warriors as our 
own brother, sister, or adult child, we 
might do a better job of looking after 
each other, or maybe I’m just old 
fashioned.
     Bear with me while I have 
overstated the obvious for the 
benefi t of the few who didn’t get 
the memo. Leadership will always 
be a challenge because it can’t be 
done by a select few. We all must be 
engaged at all levels, all of the time. 
In order to complete the mission, 
the senior enlisted leadership of 
any organization has to know for 
whom they’re responsible.  As the 
leadership rung closest to the deck 
plates, the middle enlisted must be 
fully engaged in the daily activities 
of their charges.  Lastly, the junior 
enlisted must have the moral courage 
to step up and say so when they’ve 
been wronged, and have the presence 
of mind to know the difference 
between being wronged and having a 
bad day at work.
     Leadership is hard.  That’s what 
makes it great when it’s done well. 

By Navy Master Chief Petty Offi cer
B.E. Cook
JTF-GTMO Joint Intelligence Group

Photo by Army Spc. Jamieson Pond
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By Frank Perkins
JTF-GTMO Special Security Office

Security bulletin: Misuse of government computers

     The following activities are a misuse of government 
computers and can cause you to have your security clearance 
suspended or revoked as well as be disciplined under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice:
-The creating, downloading, viewing, storing, copying, or 
transmitting of sexually-explicit or sexually-oriented materials.  
-Annoying or harassing someone, through e-mail of a personal 
nature, or using lewd or offensive language.
-Using the computer for commercial purposes or in support 
of “for-profit” activities or in support of other outside 
employment, business activity, or gambling. 
-Engaging in any outside fund-raising activity, endorsing any 
product or service, participating in any lobbying activity, or 
engaging in any prohibited partisan political activity. 
-The creating, copying, transmitting, or retransmitting of chain 
letters, or other unauthorized mass mailings. 
-Any activity that is illegal, inappropriate, or offensive to 
fellow employees or the public. Such activities include hate 
speech, or material that ridicules others on the basis of race, 

creed, religion, color, sex, disability, national origin, or sexual 
orientation. 
-Use for posting office information to any external newsgroup, 
chat room, bulletin board, or other public forum without prior 
approval. 
-Any personal use that could cause congestion, delay, or 
disruption of service to any government network. This includes 
sending pictures, video, or sound files or other large file 
attachments that can degrade computer network performance. 
-The unauthorized acquisition, use, reproduction, transmission, 
or distribution of any controlled information. This includes 
copyrighted computer software; other copyrighted or 
trademarked material or material with intellectual property 
rights (beyond fair use); privacy information; and proprietary 
data or export-controlled data or software. 
     Additionally, your user account may be disabled for 
compromised passwords; use of account not owned by the 
assigned user; inactive account; and overdue information 
systems security training.
     The point of contact for this information is Frank Perkins at 
ext. 9824.  
     Remember, mission first, security always! 

Troopers learn how to stay healthy
By Army Spc. Dustin Robbins
JTF-GTMO Public Affairs Office

     Joint Task Force Troopers in 
Guantanamo Bay were taught about 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle to 
prevent injury and illness during 
a health fair August 23-24 at Café 
Caribe. 
     The JTF medical staff hosts a 
health fair once a quarter to give 
advice and health tips to Troopers 
around the JTF. This is the first time 
they have been able to host the fair 
inside the wire. 
     “We wanted to bring the health fair 
closer to the Troopers who work inside 
the wire; where they do the work so 
it’s easy access,” said Navy Chief 
Petty Officer Bernard Harris, the non-
commissioned officer in charge of the 
Kittery Beach Joint Aid Station. 
     The health fair aims to teach 
Troopers ways to prevent many of 
the primary health concerns among 

adults. Lessons and literature included 
detecting cancer early, responsible 
drinking, quitting tobacco use and 
practicing safe sex. GTMO Troopers 
were also instructed on proper dieting, 

stretching and exercising.
     “The more information Troopers 
have, the better they’ll be able to 
recognize issues and be proactive in 
preventing them,” said Bernard. 

Navy Lt. Jason Ellis, the tobacco cessation coordinator, explains 
the dangers of using tobacco products to JTF Troopers during 
the health fair at Cafe Caribe August 23.

Photo by Army Spc. Dustin Robbins
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Network News
By Air Force Capt. Troy Townsend
JTF-GTMO Information Assurance Officer

Avoiding Spyware

     This past week, several users unknowingly downloaded 
and installed spyware onto their computers.  In response to 
these incidents, here is a quick overview of spyware and 
why we do not want it on our network.
     Wikipedia defines spyware as “malicious software 
designed to intercept or take partial control of a computer’s 
operation without the informed consent of that machine’s 
owner”.  It then sends this information to a third party.  
In some cases, this information might just be what Web 
site you visit.  This information is sent to a third-party 
company, and that company targets advertisements at you 
based on your browsing history. The classic example of this 
is the pop-up window.  Have you ever browsed a Web site 
only to be bombarded with pop-up windows?  Chances are, 
that computer has been infected with some type of spyware.
     In more severe cases, the spyware can actually record 
what information you are entering into a Web site and 

then transmit that data to a third party.  This can include 
information you enter when logging into a banking site or 
when purchasing something with your credit card.  The 
same technique can also record passwords that you use for 
online Web sites and transmit those to a third party.
     In most cases, spyware is more of a nuisance than a 
security threat, but it still poses a risk to network security.  
Web sites used to be able to install spyware without the 
user knowing it, but Windows XP patches have mitigated 
most of this.  Two notorious sources of spyware are peer-
to-peer file sharing software (like Grokster) and Internet 
Explorer toolbars.  These toolbars show up as an extra row 
of buttons below the standard buttons on your browser and 
allow you to search or insert smiley faces or any number of 
random things.  
     As a general rule of thumb, you should not download 
anything from a Web site.  Spyware can come in many 
shapes and forms so be wary when a Web site asks you 
to download something in order to view it.  If you see 
something that doesn’t seem right, call the J6 Help Desk 
and let them know.
     If you have a topic that you’d like us to address in an 
upcoming column of Network News, send your request to: 
j6-ia@jtfgtmo.southcom.mil. 

GTMO gets new motor vehicle and traffic regulations

What do you MEAN new base regulations?!?!

     The Guantanamo Bay Motor Vehicle Code has 
changed. GTMO Troopers should make themselves 
familiar with the highlights of the modifications and take 
them into account while driving.

Key changes you need to know:
     
      Points assigned in speeding citations are 
increased proportionally to the violator’s speed.

      Patrollers will be checking all the safety gear for 
motorcycle riders including gloves, hard-sole over-the-
ankle shoes, helmet and reflector gear.

      Motorcycles are to be driven with their 
headlights on at all times.

      Driving while using a hand-held cellular phone is 
prohibited.

     For more information on GTMO’s updated motor 
vehicle code, visit the Vehicle Registration Office or
contact them at ext. 4410.

     
  

Illistration by Army Spc. Dustin Robbins
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     You need only take one look at  Everton 
Hylton to  know he knows a  thing or  two about  
f i tness .  His  r ippl ing muscles  and wide frame 
are  ecl ipsed only by his  outspoken voice.  He 
speaks with the confidence of  over  20 years  of  
experience in  the f i tness  f ie ld .  
     Hyl ton is  a  f i tness  instructor /physical  
t ra iner  here .  I f  you’ve at tended any of  the 
f i tness  c lasses  offered here ,  then you’ve 
probably experienced the intensi ty  that  is  
Hylton.  Hylton teaches pi la tes ,  yoga,  bosu and 
s tep aerobics  c lasses  a t  Marine Hil l .  
     Hyl ton hai ls  f rom the town of  St .  Mary,  
Jamaica and has  been f i tness-minded from a 
very young age.
     “During high school ,  I  was a  t rack runner.  
I  was always athlet ic  as  a  youth;  running just  
came natural .  I  never  had to  be coached on the 
proper  way to  run,  i t  was something that  I  could 
always do.  I t  wasn’t  unt i l  my ear ly  twent ies  
that  I  s tar ted to  get  into body-bui lding and then 
eventual ly  the f i tness  f ie ld ,”  explained Hylton.  
     At  the young age of  25,  Hylton won the 
1993 Jr.  Mr.  Jamaica,  a  prest igious t i t le  in  the 
amateur  bodybui lding scene in  Jamaica.  
     During this  t ime,  while  Hylton worked in  a  
hotel  in  Jamaica,  a  spot  opened up for  a  f i tness  
instructor  posi t ion,  i t  was then that  Hylton took 
his  f i rs t  s teps  into a  career  f ie ld  that  he would 
cont inue for  the next  13 years  and eventual ly  
br ing him to the dis tant  shores  of  Guantanamo 
Bay.  
     “I’ve been a  f i tness  professional  for  over  
f i f teen years .  I  worked in  var ious hotels  in  
Jamaica before  working here .  I ’ve worked here  
for  over  two-and-a-half  years .  Carl  Heron,  the 
individual  who teaches the cardio kickboxing 
class ,  was a  protégée of  mine back in  Jamaica,  
I  was his  supervisor.  He cal led me up and said 
there  was an opening avai lable  here ,  so I  went  
through the proper  protocols  and eventual ly  got  
the job,”  explained Hylton.
     Hyl ton great ly  enjoys the job he does here  
but  a lso looks forward to  eventual ly  going home 
to Jamaica to  spend t ime with his  family.
     “I  real ly  enjoy what  I  do here .  The people  
are  great  and I  would l ike nothing bet ter  than 
to  cont inue working here  i f  I  was s ingle .  But  

I  have a  wife  and son back home in Jamaica.  
I  am truly a  family man at  hear t  and al though 
the work here  is  very rewarding,  I ’ l l  be  looking 
forward to  going home when the t ime comes,”  
added Hylton.
     Hyl ton advises  a l l  individuals  on base to  
check out  some of  the f i tness  c lasses  offered at  
Marine Hil l .
     “Every one should come and experience 
a  c lass ,  with such a  var ie ty  there  has  to  be 
something that  you enjoy.  With proper  exercise  
and a  change in  eat ing habi ts ,  I  assure  you,  
in  s ix  to  e ight  weeks,  you’l l  get  the body you 
want ,”  said Hylton.  

By Army Spc. Philip Regina
JTF-GTMO Public Affairs Office

Fitness trainer ready to pump you up

P o w e r  a n d  f l e x i b i l i t y  a r e  w h a t  E v e r t o n  H y l -
t o n ,  a  J a m a i c a  n a t i v e  a n d  1 9 9 3  w i n n e r  o f  
t h e  J r.  M r.  J a m a i c a  a m a t e u r  b o d y b u i l d i n g  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  o f f e r s  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  h i s  
f i t n e s s  c l a s s e s  h e l d  a t  M a r i n e  H i l l .   F r o m  
p i l a t e s  a n d  y o g a  t o  b o s u  a n d  s t e p  a e r o -
b i c s ,  t h e r e ’s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  a l m o s t  a n y  J T F  
Tr o o p e r  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n .

Photo by Army Spc. Philip Regina
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5-mile Fence Line Run at GTMO 
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5-mile Fence Line Run at GTMO 

Background photo: Joint Task Force-GTMO deputy commander, Army Brig Gen. Edward Lea-
cock, accompanied by Navy Capt. William Vaughan, JTF Director of Engineering, raises his 
hands as he crosses the fi nish line after fi ve miles along the GTMO fence line.

Photos by Army 1st Lt. Anthony John

     The Marine Corps security force organized a fence line run Aug. 26, here as a fundraiser for the Marine Corps 
Ball, which will be held Nov. 10.
     Marine Staff Sgt. Kaveh Wooley coordinated the run, which included over 300 people.
     “Being a part of the run is great for physical fi tness and it gives the participants a chance to see the fence line and 
parts of Cuba that they never would have gotten to see had they not participated,” said Wooley.
     The fence line run included both runners and walkers and it was open to anyone who was interested in 
participating. The sign up fee for the run was $13, which included a T-shirt. 
     Another Marine Corps Fence Line Ride/Run, which will take place Sept 23, 2006, will encompass the entire 
fence line starting on Leeward and ending at Kittery Beach with a boat transporting the participants from Leeward to 
Windward.
     For more information on the upcoming Fence Line Ride/Run, the Marine Corp Ball or future fundraising events, 
contact Marine Staff Sgt. Kaveh Wooley at ext. 2643. 

Story by Army Spc. Jamieson Pond
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     The NFL season opener is only 
days away with last year’s Super 
Bowl champions, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, hosting a tough opponent 
in the Miami Dolphins this 
Thursday.  
     While the Steelers are the 
defending champions, the 
Dolphins are coming off a six 
game winning streak from the 
end of the 2005 season.  Granted, 
many of those wins were posted 
against teams with almost nothing 
to gain from winning at that 
point in the season, but Miami 
proved that it had what it takes to 
make points and win games.  The 
Dolphins also made some changes 
during the off-season, most 
notably the deal with Minnesota 
to acquire quarterback Daunte 
Culpepper.
     Injured and with a bruised 
reputation, Culpepper also has 
to deal with a new offensive 
line.   This unit has to prove that 
it is not only different, but better 
than last year’s squad, in order 
to protect Culpepper.  If they are 
able to keep the defensive line off 
of him, he may be able to unleash 
the potential of their passing 
game with wide receiver Chris 
Chambers and tight end Randy 
McMichael.
     Defensively, the Dolphins 
appear much stronger.  Most of 
those same players who made 
a franchise-tying 49 sacks last 
season are making their return.  
Although they are getting up 
in years, they have proven that 
they still have the tenacity to put 
pressure on the opposing team’s 
quarterback.
     On the opposite end of the 
field, the Steelers are looking 

much more ready to make another 
run for the Vince Lombardi 
trophy.  Almost all the key starters 
from last year’s team are making 
their return and are hungry for 
their sixth Super Bowl win.  After 
suffering a severe injury from a 
motorcycle accident that required 
surgery to his face, starting 
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger 
is back and betting that his off-
season accident won’t have an 
impact on his performance.
     Wide receiver Antwaan Randle 
El was lost to the Washington 
Redskins, but head coach Bill 
Cowher believes that he has a 

suitable replacement to fill the 
position.  One loss that will be 
felt is that of running back Jerome 
Bettis.  Not only was Bettis 
the go-to man on short yardage 
scenarios, he also served as the 
heart and soul of the team both on 
and off the field.
     Both teams will play hard, but 
it may be the experienced Steelers 
team that will come out on top 
against a developing Miami 
Dolphins.  As long as Pittsburgh 
can keep their players in good 
health, they may yet get another 
chance at the Super Bowl, come 
February. 

By Army Spc. Jason Kaneshiro
JTF-GTMO Public Affairs Office

NFL season kicks off Thursday

Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger,  r ight,  
watches from the sidelines after leaving the game during the 
second quarter against the Philadelphia Eagles in an NFL pre-
season football  game Friday, Aug. 25, 2006, in Philadelphia.

Photo and cutline courtesy Rusty Kennedy, Associated Press
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Army Spc. Jamieson Pond asked Troopers, “What are your plans for Labor Day weekend?”

“I’m going to rent a 
boat and go fishing 
and diving.”
-Alan Epley, Civil-
ian Contractor with 
Command, Control, 
Communications and 
Computers J-6

“I plan to go to the 
car show and hang 
out with the troops. 
I will also see what 
other events are go-
ing to be happening. 
I also will be prepar-
ing to see my wife, 
who arrives Sept. 5.”
-Coast Guard Master 
Chief David R. McCal-
lum, Command Master 
Chief of Port Security 
Unit 312

“I’ll be working Sun-
day and Monday, but 
Friday and Saturday 
I will probably bar-
becue and hang out 
with friends at Wind-
mill Beach.”
-Army Spc. Clinton S. 
Allen, Trooper with the 
29th  Infantry Division

“I’ll be making col-
lages, sleeping and 
calling my boyfriend.”
-Army Spc. Miranda 
Gonzalez, Assistant to 
the JTF Command Mas-
ter Chief

More than half of the coastline of the entire United States is 
in Alaska.  

The Amazon rainforest produces more than 20 percent of 
the world’s oxygen supply. The Amazon River pushes so 
much water into the Atlantic Ocean that - more than one 
hundred miles at sea, off the mouth of the river -  one can 
dip fresh water out of the ocean. The volume of water in the 
Amazon River is greater than the next eight largest rivers in 
the world combined and three times the flow of all rivers in 
the United States.
 
Antarctica is the only land on our planet that is not owned 
by any country. 90% of the world’s ice covers Antarctica. 
This ice also represents 70% of all the fresh water in the 
world. As strange as it sounds, Antarctica is essentially 
a desert. The average yearly precipitation is about two 
inches. Although covered with ice (all but 0.4 percent of it), 
Antarctica is the driest place on the planet, with an absolute 
humidity lower than the Gobi desert.

Brazil got its name from the nut, not the other way around.

Some interesting and amazing facts: Canada has more lakes than the rest of the world combined. 
Canada is a Native American word meaning “Big Village.” 

Next to Warsaw, Chicago has the largest Polish population 
in the world.  
 
Woodward Ave. in Detroit, Michigan, carries the 
designation M - 1, because it was the first paved road 
anywhere. 

Damascus, Syria was flourishing a couple of thousand years 
before Rome was founded in 753 BC, making it the oldest 
continuously inhabited city in existence.  

Istanbul, Turkey is the only city in the world located on two 
continents.  
 
The term “The Big Apple” was coined by touring jazz 
musicians of the 1930’s who used the slang expression 
“apple” for any town or city. Therefore, to play New York 
City is to play the big time - The Big Apple. There are 
more Irish in New York City than in Dublin, Ireland, more 
Italians in New York City than in Rome, Italy, and more 
Jews in New York City than in Tel Aviv, Israel.  
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CAMP AMERICA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 a.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Protestant Service
Confessions
Catholic Mass 
Evening Prayer
Soul Survivor

Sunday

Wednesday

Troopers’ Chapel
Troopers’ Chapel
Troopers’ Chapel
Troopers’ Chapel
Camp America 
North Pavilion

  NAVAL BASE CHAPEL

8:00   a.m.
8:15   a.m.
9:00   a.m.
9:00   a.m.

9:30   a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00   p.m.
5:00   p.m.
7:00   p.m.

7:00   p.m.
5:15   p.m.
6:00   p.m.
6:00   p.m.
7:00   p.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:15   p.m.
5:00   p.m.
6:15   p.m.
7:00   p.m.

Sunday

Monday

Mon. to Fri.

Tues. to Fri.
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

Room 13
Main Chapel
Main Chapel

Sanctuary A
Main Chapel
Sanctuary B
Main Chapel                     
Main Chapel  
Room 13

Fellowship Hall
Room 8 
Main Chapel
Main Chapel
Cobre Chapel
Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary C
Main Chapel
Main Chapel
PPI Chapel
PPI Chapel

Pentecostal Gospel
Confession
Catholic Mass 
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints 
Protestant Sun. School 
Protestant Liturgical 
Protestant Service 
Gospel Service 
Pentecostal Gospel 
Prayer Group 
Fellowship 
Family Home Evening 
Confessions
Mass
Daily Mass  
Men’s Bible Study 
Islamic Prayer 
Confessions  
Vigil Mass
Confessions
Mass

Jewish Shabbat Services held every second Friday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Naval Base Chapel complex Room 11. 

WE ARE MORE IMPORTANT
THAN WE THINK

     As we approach the fifth anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, we may feel that our service to our 
country is no longer the focus of the American 
people. We may also have become frustrated by 
how the media focuses on stories and events that 
do not support us as we serve on difficult mis-
sions.  The truth is that although war may never 
be something that wins a popularity contest – we 
who serve are not forgotten or unappreciated by 
the majority of our fellow citizens. Read the fol-
lowing Harris Poll:

     

Our faith reminds us to protect ourselves from the 
negativity of the world that can give us a false 
impression of reality.  Psalm 18: 2 – 3 tells us, 
“The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliv-
erer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  
He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold.  I call to the LORD, who is worthy 
of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.” Our 
fellow Americans who perished on September 
11 remind us to remain focused and committed 
to defeating the causes and people who continue 
to deny justice to the world. We cannot be disil-
lusioned in our service to our country if we re-
member their sacrifice. We must utilize all our 
resources to remain faithful and true to our beliefs 
and values. Faith in God is the power that we must 
never take for granted, or ignore as our greatest 
protection against the factors that seek to confuse 
us and make us reject our most treasured posses-
sion as Americans – our freedom. 

By Army Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Ron Martin-Minnich
JTF-GTMO Command Chaplain

Harris Poll Shows Military Still 
Most-Admired U. S. Institution
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service
WASHINGTON, March 7, 2006 - The 
military continues to be the most admired 
institution in America, according to the 
latest Harris Poll. A total of 47 percent of 
Americans said they have a “great deal” 
of confidence in the military. Some 38 
percent of Americans said they had “only 
some” confidence and 14 percent said 
they had “hardly any” confidence in the 
military. 
     The military was followed in the poll 
by small business - a new category in 
2005 - with 45 percent of Americans say-
ing they had a great deal of confidence; 
colleges and universities, 38 percent; the 
Supreme Court, 33 percent; and Medicine, 
31 percent. The military has done well 
in the poll since the mid-1980s. The first 
poll, conducted in 1966, had the military 
at 61 percent approval rating. 
     The next poll, conducted in 1971 
showed the corrosive effect of the Viet-
nam War on America. Only 27 percent of 
Americans had confidence in the military 
then. The public confidence in the mili-
tary climbed after the 1970s and by 1989 
the military was the most-trusted organi-
zation in the United States.  
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15 Minutes of Fame
Know a Trooper worthy of 

being highlighted in “15 Minutes 
of Fame?” Call Army Spc. Dustin 
Robbins at ext. 3589.

15 Minutes of Fame
with Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Michael G. Delrie

     For many Americans freedom is 
a God-given right. But those who 
have served in the armed forces 
know all too well the price of 
freedom. Fallen soldiers on distant 
battlefields, long deployments 
spent far removed from friends and 
family, and long, demanding days 
are commonplace for Troopers. 
     From Army greens to Navy 
blues, Navy Petty Officer 1st Class 
Michael G. Delrie is the epitome of 
a willing American.
     Delrie initially joined the 
armed forces in Army greens, 
serving as an active duty military 
police officer for two years before 
becoming an Army Reserve Soldier. 
He went on to serve five more years 
as an Army infantry drill sergeant 
in the Army Reserve, before finally 
joining the Navy Reserve.
     Delrie is the lead petty 
officer of one of the sections 
here. He supervises the day-to-
day operations involving the 
Freedom of Information Act and 
declassification. He and his crew 
facilitate the release of information 
to the public in a manner so as not 
to jeopardize the safety of Troopers 
and staff here.
     “I do my job to the best of my 
ability and as a reservist in the 
intelligence field, I’ve worked in 
joint service environments before. 
Working in the JTF here is pretty 
good considering the alternatives,” 
explained Delrie. 
     Delrie’s previous experiences 
in the joint environment include 
a list of deployments such as 
Operation Noble Eagle, Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. Although he may 

By Army Spc. Philip Regina
JTF-GTMO Public Affairs Office

have served in these high-profile 
operations, he is quick to point 
out that the mission here is no less 
important.
     “Although the exploits here 
may be less publicized than OEF 
and OIF, the mission here is no 
less important. The intelligence 
gathered here serves a big part in 
the Global War on Terrorism,” said 
Delrie. 
     Delrie’s days are long and busy, 
but over the past two months he 
still found time to continue his 
professional developement and won 

the NCO of the year. 
     Delrie’s indelible service is a 
daily reflection of what it means 
to earn your freedom. He has been 
deployed in every recent major 
U.S. conflict, on multiple fronts, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and now Cuba. 

Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Michael Delrie brings years of ex-
perience to his job supervising junior JTF Troopers.

Photo by Army Spc. Philip Regina
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Army Pfc. Phil l ip Cross of the 29th Infantry Divi-
sion, sends us a photo of Camp America that demon-
strates the “leading l ine” photography technique.

★★★ PHOTO OF THE WEEK ★★★

  Two Cuban Rock iguanas batt le i t  out as they f ight 
over territory at Camp America on Monday. 

  Lightning i l luminates the gathering 
storm clouds above Gold Hil l  here.

Photo by Army Spc. Philip Regina

Photo by Army Spc. Jamieson Pond

 Navy Chief (Select) James MacDonald re-
ceives the proper fi tting under the guidance 
and assistance from his sponsor, Navy Chief 
Jerabek, at the Navy Exchange, Wednesday.                          

Photo by Navy Chief (Select) Timm Duckworth

Photo by Army Spc. Eric Tagayuna

 Army 1st Sgt. Wil-
liam Fitzgerald, Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Tony 
Milbut, and Army 
Chief Warrant Officer 
4 Barry Geller present 
a certificate of appre-
ciation to Marine Cpl. 
Melissa Shefcheck 
on Wednesday for 
her support with the 
Northeast Gate tours.


