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USS Underwood Visits Naval Station Guantanamo Bay

Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
Public Affairs

USS Underwood (FFG 36) visits Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba during her deployment in support of Southern Seas 2012, an annual collaborative deployment  which 
focuses on theater security and goodwill port visits in cooperation with partner nations in the Southern hemisphere.  USS Underwood is the only U.S. assest assigned to Southern Seas 
2012.  The Oliver Hazard Perry class guided-missle frigate was in port Naval Station Guantanamo Bay to receive logistical support from the installation’s Port Operations department 
including water, fuel, and ammunition.  Upon her departure, USS Underwood will join forces in support of Operation Martillo (spanish for hammer), a U.S., European, and Western 
hemisphere partner nation effort targeting illicit trafficiking routes in coastal waters along the Central American isthmus. 

USS Underwood (FFG 36) visited Naval Station (NS) 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba during her deployment in 

support of Southern Seas 2012, July 18.
The Oliver Hazard Perry class frigate was in port NS 

Guantanamo Bay to receive logistic support from the 
installation’s Port Operations department including water, fuel, 
and ammunition.

“The Underwood received almost 98,000 gallons of diesel 
fuel (DFM) and 5,000 gallons of jet fuel (JP5),” said NS 
Guantanamo Bay Port Operations Quartermaster 2nd Class 

Dennis Steel, a dock master for USS Underwood’s visit.  “I 
feel like the Port Operations team does a really good job 
supporting ships coming into port…from assigning them a pier 
to scheduling services like transportation, sewage offload, and 
potable water services.”  

Southern Seas 2012 is an annual collaborative deployment 
which focuses on theater security and goodwill port visits in 
cooperation with partner nations in the Southern hemisphere.

“We have conducted 6 community relations (COMREL) 
projects so far and hosted a reception with the Ambassador to 
Chile, commemorating the Battles of Midway and Iquique,” 
said USS Underwood Operations Officer Lt. Lori Rose.  “Most 

UNDERWOODFor more see . page 6
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Green Fleet: USS Nimitz Receives Biofuel
MC3 Renee L. Candelario
Navy News Service  

USS Nimitz (CVN 68) took on more 
than 900,000 gallons of 50-50 biofuel 

in preparation for the Navy’s Great Green Fleet 
demonstration, July 18.

The fuel will be used for aircraft and other 
naval surface ships to reduce U.S. dependency 
on foreign oil by blending traditional 
petroleum-based fuel and biofuel made up of a 
mixture of algae oil and waste cooking oil.

“There has been a lot of rigor in our Navy 

■Job/Department: Military Pay 
Clerk/PSD
■Age:  20
■Home Town:  Chicago, IL
■Quote: “I’m awesome, calm 
down.”
■Favorite TV Show: Family Guy
■Favorite Hobby:  Twitter
■Favorite GTMO Restaurant:  
Windjammer
■Favorite Movie:  N/A
■Favorite Musician:  N/A
■Currently Working On: N/A
■Hero:  My Mom
■Greatest Passion:  Writing
■How The Navy Has Improved 
His Life:  The Navy has given me 
the opportunity to work with a 
diverse group of people.
■Sailor Of The Week 
Because:  PS3 has taken on 
the responsibility of Supply Petty 
Officer with a budget of $16,000.  
He worked overtime and on his 
off-duty hours ensuring all 280 
Navy-wide advancement exams 
for GTMO were ordered, and  
processed pay documents for all 
newly reporting personnel.  PS3 
has strived to positively affect 
the lives of almost every Sailor 
and civilian at the installation.

PERSONNEL SPECIALIST 
3RD CLASS
KEYERRO 

PARNELL

from NAVAIR. “To make this Great Green 
Fleet possible with the expertise of these 
Sailors, [this evolution] will not be a 
problem.”

The Great Green Fleet demonstration will 
be attended by the Secretary of the Navy the 
Honorable Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval 
Operation Jonathan Greenert.

“It’s more than biofuel when you talk about 
energy efficiency,” said Gumataotao. “The 
bottom line is [the fuel] improves our combat 
capability and improves the way we fight.”

Congratulations to parents 
Javonne and Jamie Jackson, 

who welcomed Jaylynn Jackson 
to their family, July 1 at United 
States Naval Hospital (USNH) 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Jaylynn Jackson was born at 
10:24 p.m., weighed seven pounds 
13 ounces, and was 19 inches long.

New-Born 
Congratulations
NS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
Public Affairs  

“This is the last step...  
to make this Great 
Green Fleet possible...” 

to try to test bio fuel and 
see how we can be more 
efficient in terms of how 
we operate our engines 
and aircraft,” said Rear 
Adm. Peter Gumataotao, commander Carrier 
Strike Group 11. “If the biofuel works it 
can potentially increase our legs in combat 
maneuverability in terms of our ability to fly 
longer and sail further.”

Nimitz received the fuel delivery July 17, 
from the Military Sealift Command fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-
AO 187) using connecting fuel hoses between 
both of the ships. The fuel will be tested for 
accuracy and similar properties as unblended 
fuel in the ship’s fuel laboratory.

“This is the last step,” said a representative 

Nimitz is currently 
underway for participation 
in Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012. RIMPAC 
2012 is the 23rd exercise in 

the series that began in 1971. Twenty-two 
nations, more than 40 surface ships and 
submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 
25,000 personnel are participating in the 
RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3, 
in and around the Hawaiian Islands.

RIMPAC is world’s largest international 
maritime exercise and provides a unique 
training opportunity that helps participants 
foster and sustain the cooperative 
relationships that are critical to ensuring 
the safety of sea lanes and security on the 
world’s oceans.
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Chaplain Tung Tran
NS Guantanamo Bay Chaplain Services

May God Bless 
Those Who Serve 

In the Catholic Church, many Saints are remembered for 
their heroic and pious life.  Many of them at one time 

or another served in the military.  One of those was Saint 
Camillus de Lellis, patron saint of the sick, hospitals, nurses and 
physicians.

     Camillus was born in 1550 in a small town of the Kingdom 
of Naples.  In 1575 he had a religious conversion.  He 

entered the novitiate of the Capuchin friars.  Camillus had 
previously been wounded in the leg during his time spent in the 
Army.  His wound, however, continued to plague him and was 
declared incurable by physicians. Thus he was denied admission 

Chaplain’s
Corner

to that religious Order.  He then moved to Rome and entered 
the Hospital of Incurables, and after some time was appointed 
its administrator.  He regarded himself as the servant of the sick 
and rendered them the most humble services.

     At age 32, he undertook to study, beginning with the elements 
of grammar with children.  With help and through hard work 

he eventually was ordained a priest.  He then laid the foundation 
for a religious community to administer to the sick.  From then 
he devoted his entire life to the sick and the dying.  After his 
death this work was continued by the Order he had founded.  
He died on July 14, 1614.  Members of that Order, commonly 
known as the Camillians, today number around 1200, many of 
them are doctors and nurses.

   I know that many individuals who come from the ranks and 
files or whose families work and serve at military installations 

are remembered or will be memorialized in history books.  
Thank God for them.  Thanks be to God for you.  God Bless. 

21st Century Sailors Getting New Tools To Build Careers
Navy News Service
Public Affairs

The Navy’s top manpower official assured Sailors that 
their jobs and benefits are safe and that new tools 

are available to keep them sharp into the second decade of 
continuous fighting.

The unpopular enlisted review board is history, said Juan 
Garcia III, assistant secretary of the Navy for manpower 
affairs. Record-high retention and low attrition left the Navy 
overmanned. A review was conducted in 2011 to rebalance 
the force’s seniority, experience and skills. Nearly 3,000 
petty officers were forced to quit. Others were shifted from 
crowded career fields to undermanned ones.

“As painful as it was, it worked,” said Garcia during an all-
hands call Wednesday at the Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton 
auditorium. “We’re back in balance. The right Sailors are in 
the right place at the right time.”

Despite talks of budget cuts, the Navy will expand from 
287 ships today to 300 in 2019, said Garcia, a former Navy 
pilot and Texas state representative. Rumored changes to 
retirement, health care and pay won’t apply to those in 
uniform today. They won’t be forced to switch to a civilian-
style 401(k) retirement plan.

“If you’re on active duty, you’re grandfathered in to the 
20-year retirement system you’ve always known,” he said.

They won’t be forced to change health care plans.
“If you’re on active duty now, you will continue to receive 

health care the way you always have and it’ll be paid for the 
way it always has,” he said.

There will be no pay cuts.
Garcia, who spoke earlier Wednesday at Bangor, is on a 

five-month tour to introduce Sailors to the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. It comprises five key areas — 
readiness, safety, physical fitness, inclusion and continuum 
of service.

The initiative consolidates objectives and polices, new 
and existing, to maximize personal readiness, build resiliency 
and hone the most combat-effective force in history, the 
Navy says.

Readiness includes reducing suicides and drug use, 
curbing alcohol abuse and preventing sexual assaults.

Failing a drug urinalysis is a one-way ticket out of the 
Navy, Garcia said, but breath testing for alcohol is a tool 
leaders will use to recognize destructive trends and correct 
them. The Navy isn’t interested in stopping the legal use 
of alcohol, but it wants to cut down on alcohol-related 
problems. Sailors may be tested randomly as they report to 
work, but not when they’re on liberty. Breathalyzers will be 
fully implemented in December.

Safety includes zero tolerance for drinking and driving.
Physical fitness includes improving nutrition at dining 

facilities, ending subsidies on tobacco products at exchanges 
and helping Sailors quit smoking.

Inclusion includes capturing the nation’s top talent 
regardless of race, religion, age, gender or national origin, 
and can be seen in the introduction of women on submarines 
and repealing the don’t ask, don’t tell policy on homosexuals.

Continuum of service includes helping to prepare Sailors 
for separation or retirement, education benefits and career 
management training.

“We have to have the best Sailors and give them the tools 
they need to excel,” Garcia said.



Four training instructors from Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service (NCIS) Security Training Assist 

and Assessment Team (STAAT) Atlantic visited Naval 
Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, July 15-20.

The instructors facilitated a week long “First Responders” 
course for personnel attached to the installation’s Security 
department.  

“The class focuses on the basics of being a patrolman,” 
said NS Guantanamo Bay Security department Training 
Petty Officer, Master-at-Arms 2nd Class Gerald Provost. 
“The instructors cover a wide range of topics including 
proper procedures for handcuffing, traffic stops and vehicle 
inspections, as well as dealing with domestic violence, 
contraband, and other scenarios.”

The week-long course featured classroom sessions before 
engaging patrolmen in a real-world, hands-on training 
environment.

“The hands-on training for properly conducting a high-
risk traffic stop is very involved,” said Provost.  “Under the 
instructor’s supervision, the patrolmen execute the correct 
method for searching and apprehending a suspect using all the 
skills learned in the classroom, while using training aides such 
as [fake] guns, knives, and contraband.”

According to Provost, the NCIS STAAT instructors provide 
an in-depth training experience learned from their personal 
knowledge of law enforcement. 

“Overall, the top priority of this course is patrolman safety,” 
said Provost. Showing the patrolmen the right way to deal with 
everything involved with being a Master-at-Arms is the first 
step in keeping the young guys safe on the road.”

Security Department Participates In Training Course  
Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
Public Affairs

FIRST 
RESPONDERS
SECURITY DEPARTMENT TRAINING



MA2 Gerald Provost acts as a civilian motorist during a high-risk traffic stop scenario as part of Security department’s First Responders training course.  The week-
long course, facilitated by NCIS STAAT Atlantic training instuctors, demonstrated proper procedures for a wide-range of law enforcement practices.

‘Like’ us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/NSGuantanamoBay
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recently we have hosted a reception with the Ambassador to 
Jamaica, commemorating Jamaica’s 50th Anniversary of their 
Independence.  

Underwood is the only U.S. asset assigned to Southern Seas 

UNDERWOOD From. cover

Deployment 2012 and has taken this opportunity to show the 
flag around South America and the Caribbean (often being the 
first American ship to visit a particular port in many years), 
building diplomatic relations and increasing security cooperation 
efforts in the area.

According to Rose, while brief, their visit to NS Guantanamo 
Bay provided the crew of USS Underwood training and morale 
opportunities.  

“While in port, Sailors will be ensuring their weapons 
qualifications are up to date, utilizing the Navy Exchange 
(NEX) services, and visit the medical and dental facilities for 
appointments that could not be made until now,” said Rose.

Upon her departure, USS Underwood will join forces with 
partner nations in support of Operation Martillo (Spanish for 
hammer), a U.S., European, and Western hemisphere effort 
targeting illicit trafficking routes in coastal waters along the 
Central American isthmus.

A line handler attached to Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba’s Port Operations department 
supervises mooring procedures as USS Underwood (FFG 36) visits the installation.

Navy Releases Voluntary Sea Duty Program Update
Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs

The Navy released additional guidance for the 
Voluntary Sea Duty Program (VSDP) which 

provides incentives to Sailors who extend at sea or return 
to sea duty early officials said, July 13.

“This program allows Sailors and their families to stay 
in their same duty location or relocate to a duty location 
of their choice,” said Capt. Kent Miller, director, Enlisted 
Distribution Division, Navy Personnel Command (NPC). 
“Applicants may also be eligible to defer Perform-to-Serve 
(PTS), providing an opportunity to enhance their record 

“This program allows 
Sailors and their families 
to stay in their same duty 
location or relocate to a duty 
location of their choice...”

with operational duty.”
VSDP was announced in 

January to support the Navy’s 
war-fighting mission of operating 
forward and maintaining 
readiness. The program 
encourages highly trained and 
motivated Sailors to voluntarily 
extend their enlistment in their 
current sea duty billet beyond their prescribed sea tour, to 
terminate shore duty and accept new orders to a sea duty 
billet or to accept back-to-back sea duty orders beyond 
their prescribed sea/shore flow. The sea duty assignment 
may be on board ships, squadrons, or other qualified sea 
duty assignments.

NAVADMIN 205/12 clarifies 15 items from the initial 
message. Among the updates:

* Sailors in the PTS eligibility window who wish to apply 
for VSDP must have their VSDP application submitted 
for consideration no later than the last day of the month, 
two months prior to their final PTS application.

* VSDP orders will not be cancelled for Sailors who 

subsequently receive a PTS quota after VSDP orders have 
been negotiated.

* Sailors on shore duty must submit their VSDP request 
no later than 12 months prior to their projected rotation 
date.

* VSDP requests for Sailors who have completed less than 
24 months on their current shore tour will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis based on orders requested and 
current command manning.

* Sailors serving overseas, or in a DoD-area tour, can 
request to extend their current sea tour, curtail their current 
shore tour if they remain in the same geographical area, or 
request back-to-back sea duty in any area of their choice 

with a valid billet. Consecutive 
Overseas Tour requirements 
may apply.

Volunteers will not be 
required to accept a billet they 
do not desire. Detailers will 
work with volunteers during 
two Career Management 
System/Interactive Detailing 

(CMS/ID) cycles to find desirable orders. If no match is 
found during this time period their VSDP application will 
expire and Sailors still desiring VSDP must reapply.

This program does not change eligibility or benefits for 
the Sea Duty Incentive Pay, which provides eligible Sailors 
an additional $500 to $1,000 a month for extending their 
sea tour or returning to sea duty early. Sailors may take 
advantage of both programs concurrently. Requests will 
be accepted until Sep. 30. All 1306/7 requests should be 
forwarded to NPC via the chain of command.

Sailors interested in applying for VSDP should read 
NAVDMINs 043/12 and 205/12 for complete details and 
talk with their chain of command.
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VEHICLES

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

OUTDOOR REC

SHOPPER

‘02 silver Chevy Impala.  Good con-
dition.  53K miles. $3500 OBO. Call 
3033 or 90174

‘95 Cadillac Deville, runs great, ex-
cellent condition. $2,995 OBO. Call 
78477

‘94 Buick LeSabre, cold /AC, stereo, 
power window, automatic transmis-
sion, good running condition, $2,300 
OBO. Call Rene 75208 or 75896

‘97 Ford Ranger, 5 speed, 4 passen-
gers. Runs great, new starter and 
good tires. $2,000 OBO. Call Matt at 
77986 

‘00 Chevy Silverado Pickup with 
camper top, $6,000 OBO. Red with 
red camper top, runs great, ac blows 
cold, good condition, 138,000 miles. 
Call Randy  77730(h) or 8565(w) or 
email aubuchonz@gmail.com

‘99 Saturn SC2 Coupe. Manual trans-
mission, stereo, good tires. Clean & 
runs well. $2,000. Contact farujik@
yahoo.com or call 79483 

‘90 Nissan Maxima, runs good, AC 
very cold, $2,700 OBO.  Call 77501

‘94 Chevy S10 pickup. 5 speed, 4 
cyl.  Great working A/C.  $1,800.  Call 
77737 

‘04 Ford Mustang Convertible, 
$6,000 OBO. Red with leather seat-
ing, new alternator, runs great, good 
condition, 115,000 miles. Call 77519
‘95 Cadillac Deville, Panasonic Ste-
reo, Leather Interior, runs great, ex-
cellent condition. $2,995 OBO. Call 
78477

’94 Toyota Camry, automatic.  
$3,000 OBO.  Power windows, A/C, 
CD player and radio, great condition.  
Call 77577, 77473, or 2285

’91 Mazda Miata, standard, $2300 
OBO.  Hard and soft top cover, A/C, 
CD player and radio.  Call 77577, 
77473, or 2285

‘00 Subaru Outback, great condition, 
Multi-CD changer, great AC, recent
tune up, new belt, and battery. 170K 
miles. $4100 OBO. Call 84430 (cell),
77000 (home)

Wood Entertainment Center with 
glass doors.  Includes DVD/VCR and 
TV (not flat screen). $200 OBO.   Call 
75816

Living room set, includes Full size 
Sofa Bed , Love seat , Coffee table, 
and one end table $300. Call 3228

Entertainment center, like new, will 
hold up to 72’’ TV, $50. Call 78470

Like New Suede Sofa-Double Re-
cliner $150.  Suede Love-Seat $100. 
Love-Seat $75.  Other items too.  Call 
78743

Solid wood matching TV stand and 
3 end tables, $500. 2 corner, 2 door 
cabinets. Top door glass with mirror 
and light. Bottom door solid. $50/
pair or $30/piece.  Vanity desk w/
stool, $75. 3 drawer dresser, $50.  
Email clarkfamily5@hotmail.com or 
call 77385

MWR 

Electrician - Full time
Warehouse Worker - Flex
ID Checker - Flex
Recreation Asst. Lifeguard - Flex
Recreation Asst. Lifeguard - Full time
CYP Program Asst. - Full time
Automotive Mechanic - Flex
NGIS Admin Asst. - Full time
CYP Sports Coordinator - Full time
Custodial Worker - Full time
Waiter/Waitress Bayview- Flex
Waiter/Waitress Windjammer - Flex
CYP Asst. Lead - Full Time

 Job Descriptions can be found on 
MWR’s Job Wall next to the NAF HR 
office, Bldg. 760.  FMI, call 74121 

DOWNTOWN LYCEUM
FRIDAY July 13
8 p.m.: 

10 p.m.:

SATURDAY July 14
8 p.m.:

10 p.m.:

SUNDAY   July 15
8 p.m.:

MONDAY  July 16
8 p.m.:

TUESDAY      July 17
8 p.m.:

WEDNESDAY                  July 18 
8 p.m.:

THURSDAY   July 19
8 p.m.:

What To Expect When You are Expecting
PG13                  110 min.

Safe (new) 
R                   95 min.

CALL THE MOVIE HOTLINE @ 4880

GTMO 

E - m a i l  c l a s s i f i e d  a d  s u b m i s s i o n s  t o 
P A O - C L A S S I F I E D A D S @
U S N B G T M O . N A V Y . M I L 
If sent to any other e-mail, it may not be pub-
lished. Submit your ad NLT noon Wednesdays 
for that week’s Gazette. Ads are removed after 
two weeks. Re-submit the ad to re-publish. The 
Gazette staff and NS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
page. The Public Affairs Office has final edito-
rial discretion on all content. Call MC2 Justin 
Ailes at 4520 with your questions or concerns.

GTMO 
JOB HUNT

MOVIES 

YARD SALE

9’ Striper Fishing Pole with fishing 
lures, $20.  Email andrew.maughn@
usnbgtmo.navy.mil

SeaDive mask w snorkel, like new, 
$25. Stingray mask w purge valve 
and snorkel $25. SeaDive Fins, Large, 
made in Italy $50. Aqua Lung Sonic 
BCD not weight integrated like new 
with dive knife $100. Email Sammy: 
forunclesam@yahoo.com

3 band JBL XHD 63 inch Speargun, 
$200 OBO (used once). Call 77255

Men’s Schwinn mountain bike, High 
Timber 21 speed, excellent condition, 
stored indoors, $100. Call  2331

Large male wet suit. FMI call 77001

Outdoor table w/3 chairs, $40.  Grill, 
$100. Email clarkfamily5@hotmail.
com or call 77385 

Outdoor patio set, includes table, um-
brella, 4 chairs, $60.  Call 78810 or 
4616

ELECTRONICS
SCSI modem and Cisco Wireless 
router for sale.  Available July 27th,  
$35.  Call 78009

Panasonic TH-42PZ700U 42-Inch 
Flat-Panel 1080p Plasma HDTV, 
$400.  PCS on the 21st. Call  78247 
or 4409

Fully activated Directv receiver 
available.  Premium subscrip-
tion package 285+ channels w/ 
East Coast networks. Email jbrad-
ley0912@yahoo.com

AWIA stereo system, $50. Call 
77255

SCSI modem, Nikon Cool Pix cam-
era, underwater camera. FMI call 
77001

Nintendo Game Cube, includes 11 
games, 1 controller, $60.  Xbox 
360, includes detachable disk 
drive, wireless controller, headset, 
$100. Xbox 360 video game, brand 
new, factory sealed, JASF (Jane’s 
Advanced Strike Fighters), $25. 
Call 84611

13 inch flat screen TV, $100. Email 
clarkfamily5@hotmail.com or call 
77385

iPad case.  FMI, call 77001

Nob Hill 1A, July 22, 0830-1200 

Amazing Spider Man (new)
PG13                   91 min.

Think Like A Man (last)  
PG13                  122 min.

The Dictator
R                    83 min.

Dark Shadows (last)
PG13                  120 min.

Battleship
PG13                  131 min.

The Avengers (last)
PG13                              142 min.

CNRSE HRO 

Chernobyl Diaries (new)
R                    86 min.

Navy Federal is hiring a part time 
member service representative.  Apply at 

navyfederal.org.  FMI, call 774333

WANTED
WANTED – Bar. Should be sturdy, 
preferably mahogany.  Please call 
84605 to make a deal

Financial Tech - LH12-015 (USNH)
Materials Handler - LH12-024 (FLCJ)
Summer Hire - LH12-025 (USNH)
Telecom Mechanic - LH12-029 (NCTAMS)
Telecom Mechanic - LH12-030 (NCTAMS)
Secretary - LH12-033 (USNH)

 FMI, call 4441 or stop by Bldg. 2142 
(temp. location)

The

scoop 

JTF’s SAFE RIDE HOME
To prevent drinking and driving, 
those out drinking can take a safe 
ride home.  Those not drinking can 
walk.  Call 84913 or 84781.

DESIGNATED DRIVER PROGRAM
To any designated driver in MWR 
clubs, complimentary water or soda 
will be provided in all clubs.  See 
your bartender for details.

BEAUTY BATTALION SPA
The Beauty Battalion will be provid-
ing various spa services until July 
24.  FMI, or to set an appointment, 
call 84356.

GUIDED BIKE TOUR
July 21, MWR Marina, 0800.  This 
is a free bike trip, open to all hands.  
Register by COB July 20 at the Ma-
rina. Borrow a bike or bring your own 
and enjoy a tour of GTMO.  FMI, call 
2345.

JERK HOUSE LATE NIGHT
GTMO’s famous Jerk House restau-
rant is staying open late Friday and 
Saturday nights from 2200-midnight.  
Jerk Burgers, Jambalaya, Chicken 
Wings and more.  FMI, call 2535.

8 MILE/5k RUN
8 miles!  July 28, Phillips Dive Park.  
8 mile start time is 0630 and the 5k 
starts at 0645...and it’s Free!  Open 
to all hands.  Register at Denich Gym 
by July 25.  FMI, call 2113.



USS Nicholas Brings 
Home 4 Tons Of Drugs 
From Operation Martillo

More than 7,500 pounds of cocaine and 240 pounds of marijuana recovered from drug interdictions in support of Operation Martillo arrives at Naval Station Mayport aboard 
the guided-missile frigate USS Nicholas (FFG 47) for offload. Operation Martillo, Spanish for “hammer,” is a U.S., European, and Western Hemisphere partner nation effort 
targeting illicit trafficking routes in coastal waters along the Central American isthmus. - U.S. Navy photo by MC1Toiete Jackson.

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet 
Public Affairs

Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided missile frigate USS 
Nicholas (FFG 47) delivered more than four tons of 

cocaine and marijuana to Naval Station Mayport, Fla., seized 
from drug interdictions conducted in support of Operation 
Martillo, July 17.

Crew members offloaded approximately 3,408 kilograms 
(7,500 pounds) of cocaine, and 109 kilograms (239 pounds) of 
marijuana, with an estimated wholesale value of more than $93 
million. The amount of cocaine seized was enough for 7.2 million 
doses, each dose approximately the same size as a sugar packet. 

USS Nicholas is returning to port after a 175-day deployment 
supporting counter illicit trafficking operations aimed at 
disrupting transnational organized crime and keeping drugs off 
the streets. 

“With the help of some partners in the region we accomplished 
what we set out to do; disrupt the drug trade,” said Cmdr. 
Stephen Fuller, USS Nicholas commanding officer. “Interdictions 
are challenging, but with the help of other naval units, U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, and the partner nation navies, 
we executed a successful deployment.”

During the deployment, Nicholas with embarked U.S. Coast 
Guard (USCG) Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) 
conducted a combination of six disruptions and interdictions 
while in the Caribbean Sea, and the Atlantic and Pacific coastal 
waters of South and Central America.

Also during the deployment, Nicholas transited the Panama 
Canal twice, conducted passing exercises and an officer exchange 

with the Colombian Navy, certified 22 pilots through Helicopter 
Anti Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 42 Detachment 9, four 
underway replenishments with a Chilean oiler, celebrated the 
anniversary of the War of 1812, and a “Crossing the Line” 
ceremony when the ship crossed the equator.

U.S. Navy and Coast Guard vessels, U.S. military and patrol 
aircraft from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection agency, 
along with the support of allied and partner nation (PN) forces 
assisted with patrolling coastal regions from Colombia to Mexico 
to detect and monitor illicit traffic in order to cue and support 
PNs and U.S. interagency interdiction efforts.

Patrol airplanes from Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 77 (VAW-77), Patrol Squadron Eight (VP-8) operating 
from El Salvador and U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
long range patrol aircraft operating from Jacksonville, Fla. 
And Corpus Christi, Tex., use sophisticated sensors to detect 
suspicious vessels and coordinate interdictions by the U.S. Navy, 
Coast Guard and partner nations patrolling the region.

More than 80 percent of the narcotics entering Central 
America and largely transiting through Mexico on their way to 
U.S. markets enter via maritime littoral routes, with the main 
conveyance being “go-fast” boats. By teaming up with regional 
partner nations and allied forces to scrutinize the littorals, 
transnational organized crime networks will be denied those 
routes.

LEDETs belong to Tactical Law Enforcement Team South 
or Pacific Tactical Law Enforcement Team and are an armed 
deployable specialized force under the USCG’s Deployable 
Operations Group. They were created to support narcotics 
interdiction operations aboard U.S. Navy and allied ships and 
are capable of supporting DOD national defense operations. 
LEDETs provide specialized law enforcement capability and 
maritime security capabilities to enforce U.S. laws across a full 
spectrum of maritime response situations, maritime security 
augmentation and maritime interdiction anti-piracy operations.

Navy families welcomed USS Nicholas back to its homeport 
of Norfolk, Va., July 19.


