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Gazette Editor

Demolition Project Underway For GTMO Housing Units

The Housing department at Naval Station (NS) 
Guantanamo Bay began demolition on housing 

units at the installation’s Evans Point neighborhood, 
Feb. 27. 

As part of an over $31 million dollar contract, awarded 
September 2011, the project will see the demolition and 
replacement of 71 housing units over the next 30 months.

“This project is scheduled to replace 1940’s and 1950’s 
constructed family housing units that are no longer 
economically feasible to repair or improve,” said Rudy 

 Lakeshore Toltest, Jv LLC contractors conduct demolition operations on housing units at Evans Point, Feb. 27.  As part of an over $31 million dollar contract, the project will see demolition 
and replacement of 71 housing units over the next 30 months, on base.  Renovations will be seen at Marina Point, Mobile Point, Marine Site, and Caravella Point in the coming months. 

Sammons, NS Guantanamo Bay Housing Installation 
Program Manager. “The next neighborhood to be affect-
ed will be Marina Point.  Those two neighborhoods will 
complete phase one of demolition.”  

Phase two comprises projects at Mobile Point and two 
bedroom units at Marine Site, followed by  block units in 
Caravella Point.  Iguana Terrace housing will be the fi-
nal phase of the demolition and replacement construc-
tion, contracted through Lakeshore Toltest, Jv LLC.

“This project is very important for the community 
as it will provide modern, larger houses for our fami-
lies,” said Sammons.
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n Job/department:  Diving 
Supervisor/Dive Locker
n Age: 28
n Home State: Ohio
n Hero: William Trubridge
n Quote: “Do Work.”
n Favorite sports team: 
Team Riffe
n Favorite hobby: Spearfish-
ing
n Favorite book:  Skin Diver 
Magazine
n Favorite movie:  The Big 
Blue
n Favorite GTMO restaurant: 
Mongolian Night
n Favorite musician: Trent 
Reznor
n Favorite TV show: East 
Bound and Down
n Greatest passion:  Being in 
the Ocean
n Currently working on: 
Advancing to Chief
n How the NAVY has im-
proved his life:  The Navy 
allows me to travel the world, 
for work and play, while keeping 
me in the ocean.
n Sailor of the Week be-
cause:  Expertly supervised 
the planning, manufacture, and 
installation of an emergency 
cofferdam on ferry 92 when 
a hole was discovered in the 
main space.  This allowed re-
pairs to take place in the water 
and return the ferry to maxi-
mum operational readiness.

NAVY DIVER FIRST CLASS

CHRIS 
KERR

MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Gazette Editor

GTMO’s Port Ops Provide Beach Cleanliness

The Port Operations (Port Ops) de-
partment at Naval Station (NS) 

Guantanamo Bay participated in a beach 
cleanup project, Feb. 28. 

The monthly assignment focused on the 
installation’s Hicacal beach, providing the 
community a rubbish-free recreational 
area. The cleanup also provided Port Ops 
personnel with a team building exercise.

“Because of its location with respect to 
wind and tide, Hicacal beach is one of the 
main areas where floating debris from the 
upper bay tends to wash ashore,” said 
Quartermaster Senior Chief Paul Bischoff, 
NS Guantanamo Bay Port Operations 
Leading Chief Petty Officer. “Additionally, 
base personnel may inadvertently cause 
trash to wind up here by losing it over the 
side of their boats, or failing to take their 

Organized runs that include the public consumption of alcohol are not authorized on 
NAVSTA GTMO.  This applies to military members, regardless of service, and civil-

 

ians alike.  With limited exceptions, it is a vilation of the Naval Station Alcoholic Beverage Control policy to con-
sume alcohol in public.  In addition, these types of events tend to glamorize the use of alcohol in conflict with the 
Navy’s policy on the prevention of drug and alcohol abuse.   -NAVSTAGTMOINST 1700.1A/OPNAVINST 5350.4D 

R E G U L AT I O N 
DID YA’ KNOW ?

trash with them after spending a day on 
the beach.  Today’s cleanup resulted in 
about 70 pounds of garbage (mostly plas-
tics) removed from the beach.” 

In addition to Hicacal beach, Port Ops 
is also responsible for the cleaning and 
up keeping of Windward and Leeward 
ferry landings, and the industrial area 
shoreline.

“Like many departments on base, Port 
Ops conducts monthly cleanups of our 
areas of responsibility in accordance with 
the installation’s cleanliness instruction,” 
said Bischoff.  “Port Ops is very proud of 
our efforts to make this prime recreation 
spot a little cleaner and safer for every-
one.  We’d like to ask the entire GTMO 
community to assist with base cleanli-
ness by taking a few moments to dispose 
of any stray trash they may find while 
they’re walking the beaches.”  

 BM2 Carol Gowdy, QM3 John Null, and QM2 Edwards Terence remove debris from Hicacal beach as part of monthly Port Ops cleanup operations 
at recreational areas on base, Feb. 28.  Personnel removed more than 70 pounds of garbage during the evolution. -photo by QMCS Paul Bischoff
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Chaplain’s
Corner

Girl Scouts Camp Out In Support Of World Thinking Day
MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Gazette Editor

The Girl Scouts at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo 
Bay held their annual outdoor camp-out at the in-

stallation’s Phillips Dive Park, Feb. 24. 
The event provided scouts an opportunity to earn new 

scout badges, and learn about “World Thinking Day 
2012.” 

“World Thinking Day is a day to celebrate internation-
al friendships,” said Francesca Dietz, NS Guantanamo 
Bay Girl Scouts Overseas committee chair. “It is a re-
minder that the Girls Scouts of America are part of a 

global community; one of nearly 150 countries involved 
in the program.” 

Twenty-two Girl Scouts and nearly 30 family members 
participated in the camp-out, which featured a variety of 
learning activities based on the theme for World Think-
ing Day 2012, “Girls Worldwide Say We Can Save Our 
Planet.” 

“The girls enjoyed learning about other countries and 
what it’s like for girls growing up in those countries,” 
said Dietz. “Anyone who may be interested in joining 
or volunteering with Girl Scouts can reach me at gtmo.
girlscouts@gmail.com.”

 GTMO’s Girl Scouts learn about “World Thinking Day” during a camp-out held at Phillips Dive Park, Feb. 24.  “World Thinking Day” celebrates international 
friendships and educates scouts about cultural dif ferences around the world.  - photo by Francesca Dietz  

In this week’s article, I would like 
to share a Cherokee tale that I 

Chaplain Larry Jones
NS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Chapel Services

The Tale Of Two Wolves

was introduced to while serving as a hospital chaplain 
about the “Two Wolves.”  The author of the tale is un-
known but the moral of the story is powerful. 

“One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson 
about a battle that goes on inside people.  He said, “My 
son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all. One 
is evil. It is anger, envy, greed, lies, false pride and ego. 
The other is good. It is joy peace, love, hope, serenity, 

kindness, compassion and faith. The grandson thought 
about it and then asked, “Which wolf wins?”  The old 
Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.”

Upon reflection on this story I would like for you to ask 
yourself, which wolf seems to be winning right now in 
your life? If it is good, continue to feed yourself with those 
things that have added to the positive upkeep in your life.  
There are many ways to feed the good, for example, posi-
tive literature, your close relationships, or your faith. If 
the evil wolf seems to be stronger at the moment, how-
ever, it is never too late to make a change and to feed it 
less and less until you see the expected positive results. 
Remember, you make the choice on which one wins.



 Nashville, Tenn. blues/rock group The Bart Walker Band perform for base residents at 
MCSFCO’s parade field during one of two concerts on base, Feb. 25-26.

Bart Walker Band



The Marine Corps Security Force 
Company (MCSFCO) at Naval 

Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay hosted 
the Bart Walker Band, Feb. 25-26. 

The blues/rock group from Nashville, 
Tenn. performed at MCSFCO’s parade 
field and the installation’s Windjammer 
club, providing musical entertainment 
for the community.

“Along with the two shows, the band 
provided a ‘music clinic’ for GTMO’s 
children, teenagers, and young adults 
at the WT Sampson High school,” said 
MCSFCO Commanding Officer Maj. 
Winston Tierney.  “Students were in-
vited to play piano with Reese Wynans 
of Stevie Ray Vaughn’s band ‘Double 
Trouble’ and play guitar with Bart 
Walker. My own daughter seemed to 
abandon her piano interests for play-
ing the drums with Austin Curcurato, 

MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Gazette Editor

er BandJams In GTMO

and I, the biggest kid in there, jammed 
a note or two with Paul Ossola on bass.”

Lead vocalist and guitarist Bart Walk-
er was recently awarded the Albert 
King Best Blues Guitarist Award at the 
International Blues Competition, win-
ning over more than 200 bands from 
around the world. 

“The Marines wanted to give some-
thing back to the community for all the 
support they have given us over last 
year,” said Tierney. “We had previously 
intended to host the band for the Ma-
rine Corps Birthday Ball last November. 
Due to a series of unfortunate circum-
stances, that plan was not able to come 
to fruition, but we did not want to give 
up on the idea of bringing in some out-
standing entertainment.  It was just a 
spectacular event. Without a doubt, the 
most entertaining band and concert I 
have seen since coming to GTMO.” 
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The Navy Facebook page launched a new interface 
Feb. 29, changing the way fans engage and inter-

act on the site.
Along with 40 other big brands from government 

and industry, the Navy was selected as part of the ini-
tial rollout of Facebook’s popular “timeline” that, until 
now was only available to personal profiles. The move 
gives select brands early access to the interface that 
will eventually be mandated for every brand page on 
Facebook. 

“New Facebook pages give government agencies, 
lawmakers, and political campaigns more engag-
ing ways to tell their stories, and we’re excited to see 
branches of the U.S. military leading the way.” said Joel 
Kaplan, vice president, U.S. Public Policy for Facebook. 

“We’re eager to see others join the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, and Coast Guard in embracing new 
pages to better to connect with citizens, provide infor-
mation, and deliver services,” Kaplan said. 

The Navy entered into a beta product agreement with 
Facebook in early February for the initial rollout phase 
of Timeline for brands on the Navy’s Facebook page.

Navy Partners With Facebook For Initial Timeline Rollout
Defense Media Activity Public Affairs
WASHINGTON (NNS) 

“These interface changes will allow us to tell a more 
engaging and authentic story that aligns with our on-
going efforts to share the value of America’s Navy with 
audiences at home and abroad,” said U.S. Navy Chief 
of Information, Rear Adm. Denny Moynihan. 

This early partnership gives the Navy the opportu-
nity to provide feedback and suggestions for enhance-
ments to Facebook. This is especially important as the 
new interface will eventually affect 870 command pag-
es currently administrated by Navy communicators.

It also gives the Navy social media team an ad-
vance opportunity to develop guidance and exper-
tise to share with Navy communicators prior to the 
March 30 rollout for all page users.

The Navy’s social media efforts are more than two 
years old and include a variety of platforms, in-
cluding Facebook and Twitter. There are more than 
470,000 fans on the U.S. Navy Facebook page and 820 
commands in the U.S. Navy Social Media Directory. 

For more information, visit: http://www.facebook.
com/usnavy. 

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/NSGuantanamoBay

Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba’s Fleet and Family Sup-
port Center (FFSC) held a Sexual Assault Prevention and 

Response (SAPR) Victim Advocate (VA) course from Feb. 27 – Mar. 
1.

The course, attended by 33 service members from various units 
and commands on base, is part of the FFSC SAPR VA Program. 
Three of the students were already VAs, but were required to at-
tend for their yearly ten hours of refresher training. 

Some of subjects that were covered included the history of 
sexual assault in the military, how a victim and the military re-
spond to sexual assault, and how VAs can help victims recover 
from sexual assaults.

GTMO’s FFSC Holds Victim 
Advocacy Course
Terence Peck
NS Guantanamo Bay Public Affairs Officer

 FFSC Sexual Assault Response Coordinator Susan Perez instructs the SAPR  
Victim Advocate course, Feb. 27-Mar.1 at the FFSC classroom.

“We went to the hospital emergency room so that they can see the 
room where forensic exams are performed and meet the hospital 
staff,” said Susan Perez, the FFSC’s Sexual Assault Response Coor-
dinator and course instructor. “Some VAs may have never been in-
side an emergency room, some VAs may have never seen the tools 
used during a forensic exam. I want the VAs to see that before they 
are with a victim so it is not as shocking or surprising.”

Guest speakers from Legal, the Chaplain’s office and the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service were also invited to discuss with the 
students the role they play in their respective areas.

“VAs respond to victims of sexual assault,” said Perez. “Their 
role is to be supportive, provide resources and information to vic-
tims, and to accompany the victims throughout the process if the 
victim so chooses.”

The assistance that VAs provide includes referral to resources 
both on the installation and in the civilian community, helping vic-
tims to better understand the military response to sexual assault, 
and helping victims through the investigative process. 

“Each installation has a SAPR program and an advocate available 
for 24 hours, seven days a week,” said Perez.

For Army Sgt. LaShaon Brinkley, a Joint Detention Group engi-
neer supporting Joint Task Force-GTMO, her previous experience 
as a victim advocate in Gulfport, Miss., helped provide other stu-
dents an ideal of what to expect.

“I (helped) give a little insight...to help along with the class,” she 
said.

Although Brinkley is already a victim advocate, the course pro-
vided her with a lot of new information.

“It’s good that she’s putting out a lot of the new changes and up-
dates that I may have missed,” Brinkley said.

For more information on the SAPR VA Program, call 4227 or 
4141. To contact a victim advocate after a sexual assault, call the 24 
hour SAPR VA hotline at 84578.
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The
SCOOP

DODDS

GTMO
JOB HUNT

VEHICLES

ELECTRONICS

E-mail classified ad submissions to  
P A O - C L A S S I F I E D A D S @ 
U S N B G T M O . N A V Y . M I L . 
If sent to any other e-mail, it may not be pub-
lished. Submit your ad NLT noon Wednesdays for 
that week’s Gazette. Ads are removed after two 
weeks. Re-submit the ad to re-publish. The Ga-
zette staff and NS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,       page. 
The Public Affairs Office has final editorial discre-
tion on all content. Call MC2 Justin Ailes at 4520 
with your questions or concerns.

C

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

JTF’S SAFE RIDE HOME. 
To prevent drinking and driving, those 
out drinking can take a safe ride home. 
Call 84913 or 84781. 

BASE PHONE DIRECTORY 
Tired of not knowing the phone num-
bers for stuff?  Well check it out friends!, 
There is a Base Telephone Directory 
available at BCO@usnbgtmo.navy.mil or 
call x2500 to start your ring-a-ding-ding-
dong today!

BINGO
Every Tues., Thurs., and Sun. at the 
Windjammer Ballroom, 1830-2100.  
FMI, call 75503.

COLUMBIA COLLEGE REGISTRATION
Registration is happening now for the 
Spring session.  Hundreds of courses 
available online.  In-seat courses: ENGL 
112:  English Compositio II Mon-Wed, 
1830-2100.  Math 104:  Beginner Alge-
bra Tues.-Thurs., 1830-2100.  FMI, call 
75555.  In-seat and online classes be-
gin March 19.  Financial aid and schol-
arships available for spouses of active 
duty personnel.  

RHYTHM EXTREME
Mar. 3, Downtown Lyceum, 2000.  
Stlyed after theatrical success “Stomp,” 
Rhythm Extreme takes percussion per-
formances one step further to create 
a truly innovative event.  Sounds ex-
treeeeeme.

LIBRARY RENOVATIONS
Starting Mar. 4, the Teen Center will 
serve as the only temporary location for 
the Library as they undergo renovations.  
FMI, call 4700.

GTMO HISTORY CLUB
Anyone interested in joining the GTMO 
History Club please call Michael Shimer 
at 84048.  First meeting is Mar. 10, 
1000 at Starbucks, CCC cafe.
WOOD SHOP SUNDAY 
Starting Mar. 4, the Wood Hobby Shop 
will extend its Sunday hours of opera-
tion to 1200-2100.  You know what 
that means?  More splinters.  FMI, call 
74795.
ANGER MANAGEMENT
Are you a salty grump? Me too. Don’t 
lose your temper. Learn to manage 
those emotions and stay healthy.  Mar. 
8, FFSC Bldg. 2135, 1400-1600.  FMI, 
call 4153.
BOWL YOUR BRAINS OUT
The Dude abides, Thursdays...Thurs-
days...Thursdays at Marblehead Lanes!  
3 games of bowling and shoes for a low 
low price.  FMI, call 2118.
2012 SEABEE BALL
Mar. 10, Windjammer Ballroom.  Cel-
ebrating 70 years of “Can Do” spirit.  
Cocktail hour: 1800, Ceremony: 1915.  
Dress attire:  Dress Whites/Service 
equivalent, or GTMO best...which is not 
shorts and flip flops by the way...FMI, 
call 4805.
ST. PATTY’S DAY PARTY
Mar. 17, 1700, O’Kelly’s Irish Pub.  Free 
event open to 21 yr. olds and up.  Party 
favors (while supplies last), drink spe-
cials, merch, a DJ on the patio, and 
green beer.  FMI, call 75503.  The num-
ber for Safe Ride is at the top. 

MWRELECTRICIAN U.S. hire, $14.47 hr., FN hire, 
$8.08 + .40 BA

COOK (BAYVIEW) (2) Flex, U.S. Hire, $10.94 hr.  
FN hire, $6.25 hr.

COMPUTER TECH Flex, U.S. hire, $7.25 hr.

WAITER/WAITRESS (3) Flex, U.S. hire, $8.77 
hr., FN hire, $5.16 hr.

BOWLING MANAGER Full time, U.S. Hire, 
$31,305-$49,740 per year (NF-04).

FOOD SERVICE (4) Flex, U.S. Hire, $8.77 hr., 
F.N. hire, $5.16 hr.

I.D. CHECKER (BAYVIEW) (2) Flex, U.S. Hire, 
$7.25 hr., F.N. hire $5.86 hr.

CHILD AND YOUTH PROGRAMS ASSISTANT 
Full time and Flex, U.S. Hire, $12.21-$13.71 hr.
To apply for a job, call the Human Resources Office at 
74121 or stop by NAF HR in Bldg. 760. 

Ashley Furniture chocolate brown 
couch and love seat set. 1 yr. old, 
excellent condition. $600. Call 
April/Matt at 77759 or hooyah-
wife@gmail.com

GTMO
SHOPPER

‘01 Saturn SC2, 3 Door Coupe, 
AM/FM/CD/Cassette, Power 
Windows/Locks/Roof, Cold AC, 
runs great, 115k miles, $3000 
OBO. Must sell quickly, leaving 
the island. Call 77116

‘00 Ford Taurus, automatic, 
power-package, 91K, good con-
dition, cold A/C, priced to sell 
$2,500.  Call Ron at 77531 (W)

‘06 Nissan Altima, dark blue. 
95,000 miles. Very good condi-
tion.  $11,000 OBO.  Joe Koer-
ber at josephkoerber@gmail.
com or call 77781

’09 Harley Davidson XL883 
Low, black, less than 100 miles.  
$8500 OBO.  FMI, Call 84115

Jeep Cherokee & Ford pick-up 
Quad Cab, 4 doors, $3500 OBO 
for both, must sell

‘93 Chevrolet Corsica, new Sony 
CD player with iPod adapter, auto 
transmission, runs great, all fluid 
has been changed. $1,350. Call 
77641

(2) ‘99 GTX Sea-Doo “Bombar-
dier” Jet Ski’s with double trailer. 
Need new batteries and some 
work. $1000 OBO. Call Art DWH 
4313 AWH 78137

‘91 175hp Evinrude V-6 “De-
fender” Outboard motor. Runs 
great. $1000 OBO.  Call Art DWH 
4313 AWH 78137

Intova Camera (IC 800), 8.0 
mega pixels w/ 2gb memory card 
and underwater case, $90. Call 
Gabriel x79358

1 LG 32” Class LED-LCD 720p 
60Hz HDTV, 32LV2400.  $300. 
Call Omar 77689 or email FIRE-
FIGHTER_NELSON@YAHOO.COM

1 Unlocked Blackberry Pearl 
8100 cell phone, Asking $60 
OBO.  Call 3242 or 84611

SCSI Modem $40 Call 77843,

FRIDAY MAR. 02
7 p.m.:  Kazam      
 PG          121 min.
9 p.m.:  The Devil Inside (new) 
 R           87 min.

SATURDAY MAR. 03
7 p.m.:  Journey 2     
 PG           85 min.
9 p.m.:  Starship Troopers 3       
 PG13           89 min.

SUNDAY MAR. 04
7 p.m.:  Contraband (new)  
 R          110 min.

MONDAY MAR. 05
 7 p.m.:  Act of Valor (new)  
 R           101 min.

TUESDAY MAR. 06
7 p.m.: Safe House   
 R          115 min.

WEDNESDAY MAR. 07
7 p.m.:     Journey 2   
 PG           98 min.

THURSDAY  MAR. 08
7 p.m.: Haywire (new)
 R                93 min.

CALL THE MOVIE HOTLINE @ 4880

MOVIES
DOWNTOWN LYCEUM

IOMSOCIAL SERVICES ASSISTANT Must be fluent 
in Spanish and English.  Comfortable working with mi-
grants.  One year fixed term contract.  FMI Call 74788

OUTDOOR REC
24’ Womens’ bike $40, (2) back-
yard chairs $20, (4) fishing rods 
$20, butan tank for gas grill $15, 
call 77843

Adult size mountian bike, like 
new, other accessories included. 
$180, email  Cuban_girl95@hot-
mail.com

Malibu Stealth 12’ sit on top kay-
ak, with rod holders, seat cush-
ion/back rest and paddle. $900 
OBO. Call ND1 Kerr 84119

Complete set of dive gear, Aqua-
lung Sonic2 BC w/ reg., Matrix 
dive comp. Suunto compass/
knife. Pneumatic spear 4 - Alu-
minum 80 tanks -recent hydro, 
mask, snorkel, fins, booties 
$1300. Call 78147

Riffe C4 comp, Riffe Euro 120, 
Omer ET 130, and Omer ET Camo 
95. Call for info, due to price 
changes depending on how you 
want them setup.  Contact ND1 
Kerr 84119

EDUCATION AIDE AND TRAINING TECH  12-
CUB-027, GS-1702-04.  Closes Mar. 4.  Open 
due to incomplete applications.  Please call 
for any inquires regarding this position or the 
application process.

Apply online at jobview.usajobs.gov.  FMI, 
call W.T. Sampson at 3500 or 2207 for any 
inquires regarding this position.  

YARD SALES
Mar. 3,  0700-1000, GP 5A

Mar. 3, 0700-1100, N 302

Mar. 3, 0700-1100, VL45B.  
Leaving the island, everything 
MUST Go!  First come, first 
serve.  Dive gear, snorkeling 
gear, beach chairs, kitchen stuff 
and more!  Call 9795 for details

MISC
FREE 2 yr. old purebred Ameri-
can Bulldog.  Rocky is friendly 
and loves people.  Loves to go 
on walks.  Needs a home by 
Mar. 2.  FMI, call 8236 (w) or 
79559 (h)

Car audio system, 1 2000W 2 
channel bass amplifier, 1 pre 
amp equalizer, 1 pair tweeter, 
1 1000W 4 channel amplifier, 1 
speaker box w/2 12” sub. FMI, 
call 90139. Any reasonable of-
fer accepted

Storage tubs (2) $15, gas grill ( 
tank ) $10, Garden Hose $10, 
Call 77843

New starter for Honda Accord 
or Acura CL: $99.  Fits 49 mod-
els including Accord (1994 to 
2000) and Acura CL (1997 to 
1999).  Still in the box, new 
after-market part for exact fit.  
Email mxzaidi@yahoo.com

HROMATERIALS HANDLER  LH12-006, WG-
6907-05

PROCUMENT TECH  LH12-004, GS-1106-07

PERFORMANCE ASSESMENT REP  LH12-
005, GS-1101-09

CUSTODIAL WORKER LH12-003, WG-3566-02

HOUSING MANAGER  LH12-008, GS-1173-
07/09

NO MOVIES (MAR. 2-3) 

DUE TO
 STAGE PREP  

AND A PERFORMANCE FROM RHYTHM EXTREME

CYPFLEX CDC CLERK  Must be CAC eligible.  $8.71-
$17.97 apprx. 20-30 hrs. per week

TRAINING AND CURRICULUM SPECIALIST  
Must be CAC eligible.  $40,000-$55,000 annually.

Submit applications M-F to the MWR Personnel Office



The Black Heritage Organization 
(BHO) at Naval Station (NS) Guan-

tanamo Bay hosted its second annual 
Black History Ball called the “Black and 
White Gala” at the Windjammer ball-
room, Feb. 25. 

The event celebrated this year’s Black 
History Month’s theme, “Black Women 
in American Culture and History,” which 
honored African American women and 
the various roles they played in shaping 
the nation.

“This experience had a positive im-
pact on the base and included the entire 
community,” said BHO President Darrell 
LaBorn.  “We want to thank the installa-
tion and all that participated in the his-
torical event.”

The event began with an afro-centric 
fashion show where models entered into 
the ballroom with various type of Afri-
can clothing. While the models posed as 
mannequins after entering the ballroom, 

Black Heritage Organization Host Black And White Gala
Event Honors African American Women, Histor y, Culture 

UFC fighter Keith Jardine, the “Dean of Mean,” instructs community members as they participate in a martial arts training demonstration held at the Denich Gym, Feb. 19.  

Terence Peck, MC2(SW/AW) Justin Ailes
Public Affairs Officer, Gazette Editor

 Black and White Gala keynote speaker USNH Command Master Chief Betty Watson participates in a cake cutting ceremony during 
the Black Heritage Organization’s second annual event, themed “Celebrating Black Women in American Culture and Histor y.”  

Dr. Ron Archer, a best-selling author and 
award winning keynote speaker read a 
poem called “The Tree”.

After the afro-centric fashion show, 
children from W.T. Elementary School 
presented a skit called “The Child, The 
Minister, The Civil Rights Leader,” in 
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King.

The keynote speaker was Command 
Master Chief Betty Watson from Naval 
Hospital Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Watson 
then cut the Gala’s cake. 

The master-of-ceremony stated during 
the cake cutting that the “…cutting of the 
first slice of the cake represents the proud 
heritage of African American women, 
their many firsts and contributions to the 
nation and the world.”

The entertainment continued with 
a lyrical dance solo by Keanna Peck, a 
15-year-old student at W.T. Sampson 
High School, to Celine Dion’s “A Mother’s 
Prayer.”

Specialist Nikki Nixson and Lt. j.g. 
Shelli Green, sang duets and solos before 

the presentation of another fashion show 
highlighting the different styles of black 
dresses from the early 1900s to the pres-
ent. 

The night ended with the playing of 
Will Smith’s “Men in Black” as men in 
black suits suddenly appeared from be-
hind curtains to walk the runway and 
escort the models in black on to the stage.

The event was attended by installation 
officials including NS Guantanamo Bay 
Commanding Officer Capt. Kirk Hibbert, 
Joint Task Force (JTF) Guantanamo Bay 
Commander Rear Adm. David Woods, 
and JTF Deputy Commander Brig. Gen. 
James Lettko.

“Being a part of the Black and White 
Gala was truly an honor for me,” said 
gala participant Yolonda Williams.  
“I’m a young woman and being able to 
pay tribute to all the wonderful black 
women who’ve paved the way for me 
was amazing. It was really an inspira-
tional night for me, and I’m sure it was 
for everyone else.”
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