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OFF THE
DECK
OFF THE  

DECK
BEQ Survey 
Asks Resident 
Satisfaction

Bachelor Housing will 
be conducting the Annual 
Resident Satisfaction Survey 
starting mid October.  This is 
the opportunity to let us know 
how we are doing and what 
you would like to see.  When 
you are asked to complete this 
survey please take the time to 
fill out the survey.  The survey 
will run for approximately six 
weeks. All surveys are confi-
dential.

CHINFO Award Winner

Is Your Command Up To The Challenge?
MWR Fall Sports Challenge Is Oct. 8-9
From Staff

MWR Mayport is gearing up for the bi-annual Sports 
Challenge and all Mayport commands are encouraged 
to attend.

The events begin at 8:30 a.m.on Oct. 8 at Lake 
Wonderwood with the CO Challenge Canoe Race, fol-
lowed immediately by the Experienced Canoe Race.

There will be a 3 on 3 Basketball event at the Gym at 
9:30 a.m., as well as an 8-Ball Pool event at 9:30 a.m. 
at Fast Lanes Bowling Center. Speedminton and No 
Tap Bowling will be held at 10 a.m. at the tennis courts 
and Fast Lanes Bowling, respectively.

Command favorite Dodgeball will start at 11:30 a.m. 
at the Gym, followed by kick ball at 1:30 p.m. at Field 
1 and 2 behind Naval Health Branch Clinic Mayport.
One Pitch Softball will end the day starting at 5 p.m. at 
the softball complex.

On Oct. 9, activities will gear up again at 8 a.m. with 
a mini biathalon. The mini biathalon is a 3K run and 
200-meter swim. The event will start in front of the 

gym.
Golf tee off will be at 8:30 a.m. at Windy Harbor 

Golf Club. Cricket Darts event will be held at Fast 
Lanes starting at 9 a.m. and all Volleyball participants 

should report at 9 a.m. behind Beachside Community 
Center. Horseshoes will start at 9:30 a.m. also behind 
Beachside, followed at 10 a.m. with Simon Says at Sea 
Otter Pavilion.

The Strong Man Competition will start at 10:30 a.m. 
at Sea Otter, followed by the Auto Racing Event at 11 
a.m. at the Fast Lanes parking lot.

The last event of the Challenge will be Tug-o-War at 
1 p.m. on the beach behind Sea Otter Pavilion. If there 
is a tie, the teams involved will have a four-person 
mystery tie breaker event following the Tug-o-War.

The awards presentation will be held at 2 p.m. at Sea 
Otter. There will be an MVP award given to the partici-
pant who competed in multiple events and placed high-
est while showing good sportsmanship. Commands will 
get extra points if their commanding officer, executive 
officer or command master chief participate in the CO 
Challenge Canoe Race and the Tug-o-War.

Mayport Celebrates New Playground
By Stephanie Edwards

MWR
The off-base Child Development 

Center opened a new playground 
by holding a “Water Play Day” for 
the children in the pre-toddler class-
rooms.

Parents were invited to share in 
the celebration and received an up-
close look at the many facets of this 
developmentally appropriate outdoor 
play area.

The eco-friendly play area, con-
structed by Grounds for Play, fea-
tures three shade structures and four 
different surfaces for exploring. 

Surfaces include artificial turf/
grass, a natural area with wood 
chips, stepping stones and trees, 
kid-friendly decking and cement. In 
addition to the variety of surfaces, 
the play area is also separated into 
different activity areas to encourage 
the child’s overall development. 

One area encourages creative 
expression with paint easels, chalk-
boards, sand and water play. A 
climbing area promotes the gross 
motor skills with the use of slides, 
steps and ladders. In the home living 
area, children can play in the house, 
boat and train structures. 

For exploring the living sciences, 
pizza wheels are scattered through-
out the play area containing flower 

-Photo by Stephanie Edwards
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Artist Shares Battered Past In Paint With Mayport
By Bill Austin

NS Mayport PAO
“These paintings were not 

meant to be seen by anyone,” 
said MeloD, as she waved her 
arm in the direction of several 
oil paintings on display at the 
base Ocean Breeze Conference 
Center on Sept. 27.

She painted the works of her 
traveling exhibit through inspi-
ration that came after years of 
sexual and domestic abuse from 
a sadistic husband whose evil 
eyes pierce many of her pain-
ful and haunting paintings that 
serve as a kind of personal doc-
umentation. Still fearful of that 
past, she said she doesnt use her 
last name for safety reasons.

MeloD’s Domestic series was 
unveiled in October 2001, and 
since then, she has shown her 
work and told her story of her 
escape across the country at 
places like domestic violence 
shelters, state universities and 
national abuse coalitions.

“I’m a survivor,” said MeloD, 
during an interview before 
the Mayport showing. “I have 
always been and artist, but this 
body of work will hopefully 
allow victims of domestic vio-
lence to look within themselves 
and reach out for help.”

Her work is remarkable and 
tells her tragic story and even-

tual release from the violence 
she endured, said Janice Rand, 
of May ports Fleet and Family 
Support Center (FFSC).

Inside Rand’s office is a par-
ticularly dark painting of a sad 
montage of MeloD, her for-
mer husband, and young son. 
Each set of eyes in the painting 
reflect several emotions of sad-
ness, fear and rage.

“She donated this to the 
naval station,” said Rand as she 
looked at the painting. “This 
portrays a real situation and she 
(MeloD) calls it the awareness.”

The story behind the aware-
ness according to Rand, came 
at a point where MeloD became 
aware of what her abusive situ-
ation was doing to her young 
son. That awakening happened 
after an incident in her kitchen 
that involved out of control rage 
and a knife.

One day her husband took a 
kitchen knife and forced her to 
push it in his stomach cutting 
him and drawing blood, said 
Rand. That was part of his psy-
chological game he held over 
her. He would tell her he would 
kill himself if she ever left him.

Rand said that in the strug-
gle to release her grip from the 
knife, she looked over and saw 
that her son was watching the 
entire horrific event. It was 

then that she saw in her sons 
eyes what she was putting him 
through staying in that violent 
relationship.

MeloD wears a warm smile 
when she tells her story of sur-
vival, but her eyes tell a differ-
ent story and seem to still hold 
memories not yet released to 
the canvas.

Domestic abuse isn’t absent in 
today’s military, and the Navy’s 
Fleet and Family Support 
Centers across the country 
offer a wide range of help. The 
Family Advocacy Program, 
or FAP, for example, provides 
clinical assessment, treatment 
and services for military mem-
bers and their families involved 
in incidents of domestic abuse. 
The intent of FAP is to protect 
victims of domestic violence 
from future abuse.

FAP services include assess-
ment of risk, safety planning, 
and determination of appropri-
ate interventions and treatment.

“We are standing by to help,” 
said Rand as she looked down at 
the awareness print that depicts 
so much pain. “The vicious 
cycle of domestic and sexual 
abuse can be broken.”

-Photo by Bill Austin
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Vender Ops At 
MWR Fall Fest

MWR is currently accept-
ing applications from vendors 
for this year’s Fall Festival 
on Saturday, Oct. 18 at Naval 
Station Mayport. This is a 
great on-base fundraising 
opportunity for individuals, 
family support groups, wives’ 
clubs, etc. Examples of accept-
able vendor items include 
baked goods, handmade arts 
and crafts and other items as 
presented. Cost is $25. For a 
complete list of details contact 
Lisa Wolfe at 270-6012 ext. 
113 or lisa.wolfe@navy.mil.

Navy Ball Tickets 
On Sale At ITT
Navy Ball tickets are now on 
sale at ITT. This year’s Navy 
Birthday Ball celebrates 233 
years of proud naval history 
on Oct. 24 at Ocean Breeze 
Conference and Catering 
Center aboard Naval Station 
Mayport. Tickets are $25 per 
person for E1-E6, $35 per 
person for E7-O3 and GS7 
and below, and $45 per person 
for O4 and above and GS8 and 
above. For more information, 
call ITT at 270-5145. 

See Playground, Page 5
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CREDO Corner
By Lt. Rickey L Bennett

Spiritual Fitness Division Southeast
Many a distressed parent has 

picked up the phone and called 
to express concern for their 
adult child. He or she is going 
through a difficult set of circum-
stances and the parent is try-
ing to find out what is the best 
way to help them.  Normally, 
it is the mother who calls but 
not always.  Just the other day, 
a mother called with this very 
concern.  After pouring out her 
heart she said “I do not know 
what to do please let me know 
what I can do to help my son.”  
I told her that “sometimes doing 

nothing is the best thing albeit 
it is not always the easiest thing 
to do.”  I also told her that “she 
could make some recommenda-
tions to her son but it was up to 
him to act upon it or not.”  This 
often feels to parents like they 
are not helping their adult child 
but rather feeding them to the 
wolves.  We do not like to see 
our children suffer no matter 
how old they are at the time.      

The poor decisions of your 
adult children can often bring 
great stress into your life. One 
of the first questions parents 
often ask is, “What did we do 
wrong?” That is not a bad ques-

tion, because if you did wrong, 
it’s time to confess and ask for-
giveness of your adult child. 
Honest confession may open the 
door to a renewed relationship. 

On the other hand, you are 
not responsible for the decisions 
of your adult child. You may 
not have been a perfect parent, 
but now that they are adults, 
they must accept responsibil-
ity for their own actions. You 
can help them. You can encour-
age them. But you cannot take 
responsibility for their deci-
sions. They must suffer the 
consequences of their behav-
ior if they are to change. Often 

parents feel guilty for past fail-
ures and allow an adult child to 
manipulate them and give in to 
unreasonable demands. But the 
fact is that you may be hurting 
more than helping. The more 
dependent your child becomes, 
the worse they will feel about 
themselves.

When you withhold funds, 
they may find the motivation 
they need to look for work. 
When they work, they begin to 
feel better about themselves. 
If you and your spouse cannot 
agree on a strategy for help-
ing your child, then perhaps 
you need to talk to a pastor or 

counselor who can help you be 
objective. It’s worth the time 
and effort to get on a positive 
track. They need to see that 
you have their best interests in 
mind.

One of the first steps is seek-
ing to understand the young 
person’s point of view. This 
requires a willingness to ask 
questions, and then to listen 
with a view to understanding 
what is going on in the mind of 
the child. This is a bridge that 
many parents find difficult to 
cross. Remember that we don’t 
have to agree with our children 
in order to affirm their ideas. It 

is such affirming realism that 
helps young adults mature.

If you are struggling with the 
behavior of your adult child, it 
is essential that you and your 
spouse talk with each other. 
When the two of you have 
agreed on a strategy, then stand 
by each other as you talk with 
your adult child. It is a united 
front, shared with love and firm-
ness that convinces the young 
adult that he or she is at a cross-
roads in life. Your togetherness 
helps both of you to handle your 
frustration, and your marriage 
has a chance to grow stronger.

Homefront in Focus
By Beth Wilson

Military Spouse Contributor
Red-letter Days, you know, 

the ones in red on the calendar; 
weekends, holidays and com-
memorative days. We all have 
our personal red-letter days; 
birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child. As Navy spouses we 
add a few more; homecoming 
is a big red-letter day as is a 
birthday or anniversary actually 
spent with your service mem-
ber. 

Then there are those days 

that are definitely not red-let-
ter days: the day the car broke 
down, leaving us stranded on 
the highway, the day your ser-
vice member left on [yet anoth-
er] deployment, the day the kids 
are sick, hubby is deployed and 
you have the flu. And the day 
you ‘hit the wall’ feeling like 
you can’t take another day of 
deployment and you want your 
sailor home…NOW. 

There is another non-red-let-
ter day that recently took me by 
surprise. What day is that? The 

day you realize you are half-
way through your shore-duty 
rotation. The day you realize 
you have less days together as 
a ‘normal family’ than you have 
behind you and that sea-duty 
(i.e., another deployment) is 
nearing.

That day is today for me…
and it makes me sad. I love 
my adopted town.  I love my 
home. I certainly love having 
my Sailor home for dinner (ok, 
most nights). I have become 
comfortable in shore duty and 

the sense of normalcy shore 
duty offers Navy families.

Today I realized we are half-
way through shore duty. That 
means we are on our way to 
negotiating for orders. We are 
halfway to yet another move; 
halfway to starting friendships 
from scratch again as I leave 
special friends here. We are 
halfway to workups and deploy-
ment…

The memory of workups and 
deployment are but a faded 
memory and I like them there. 

I don’t want to remember the 
challenges of life without my 
Sailor and the changes it brings 
in my life and the sadness in my 
heart. But we are halfway there, 
to that place where my marriage 
will once again be long-distance 
and part-time at best.

Today is not a red-letter 
day. Today is the day I have 
to decide to be grateful for all 
that I do have. I still have many 
uninterrupted months with my 
husband. I still have him com-
ing home for dinner tonight, 

tomorrow night, and the night 
after that. I can still enjoy my 
husband, my home and our life 
together.

We still have memories to 
make, dreams and plans as well. 
Hmm…maybe it is a red-letter 
day after all…

Email Beth at beth@home-
frontinfocus.com. Listen to Navy 
Homefront Talk!, Beth’s internet 
talk show for spouses, at www.
blogtalkradio.com/nht.

Send In Your Interesting Pics

-Photo submitted
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USO News
The USO will hold a Jaguars 

ticket lottery for games that 
have a high demand for tick-
ets. Guidelines for the lottery 
include participants must go to 
the USO and fill out a lottery 
request slip on the day the tick-
ets go on sale. This slip enters 
your name into the drawing 
for a chance to buy two tick-
ets only. If your name is drawn, 
you will be called and required 
to come to your USO within 24 
hours to purchase your tickets. 
Cost is $20 for two tickets. As 
with all Jaguar tickets, these are 
for active duty only.

Mayport and NAS JAX USOs 
will be selling tickets to the 
Southern Women’s Show at a 
discounted price to active duty 
only for $5 each. Active duty 
military must present their mili-
tary ID to purchase a ticket(s). 
Tickets must be purchased in 
person. The Southern Women’s 
Show will be held from Oct. 
16-Oct. 19 at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center, downtown, 
Jax.
T h e  B e a c h e s  Ve t e r a n s 
Association (BVA) will hold 
their monthly BBQ Cookout 
on Oct. 12 from 1-5 p.m. at 
American Legion Post 129, 
1151 S. Fourth St.  
All proceeds go to the Mayport 
USO Center ’s  No Dough 
Dinners for the families of 
young deployed service mem-
bers.  While the BVA supports 
these Dinners it also collects 
donations, or, boxes of flavored 
drink packets for our fighting 
men in Iraq, so consider bring-
ing a box when you come.  
Boxes are shipped weekly to 
USO Balad, Iraq and Camp 
Buehring, Kuwait to help make 
drinking the gallons of tepid 
water needed in these desert 

locations more palatable.
The 2008 holiday season 

will be a special one for both 
the USO and our well-deserv-
ing military personnel and their 
families.  The USO is assisting 
Sears to promote the new Sears 
Heroes at Homes program. This 
program allows Sears custom-
ers to support non-profit orga-
nizations. This year, Sears will 
make a $250,000 donation to 
the USO as a thank you for cus-
tomers using their Sears Card.  
Additionally, the Heroes at 
Home Wish Registry program 
will feature an online portal in 
which military families can post 
their wishes; and consequently 
the public can go online and 
contribute towards these indi-
vidual’s holiday wishes.  

The new Priority Mail Large 
Flat Rate Box is now 50 per-
cent larger (12 x 12 x 5 1⁄2) and 
for the first time in history, the 
U.S. Postal Service if offering 
a $2 discount when sending the 
new larger box to an APO/FPO 
address, enabling customers to 
send more with one flat price of 
$10.95.  There are two versions 
of the new box; one branded 
with ‘America Supports You” 
(a Department of Defense-spon-
sored organization that supports 
overseas military forces) and 
includes an APO/FPO address 
block.  Either version of the 
new Priority Mail Large Flat-
Rate Box is eligible for the $2 
discount. The boxes can be 
ordered at http://www.usps.com 
free of charge.

All University of North 
Florida athletic events are free 
to active duty service members 
and their dependents. Just show 
your military ID card at the 
gate.

Mayport USO is looking for 
volunteers to help with visitors, 
answer phones, copying, filing 

and light administrative assis-
tance. A working knowledge of 
Excel and Word is preferred. 
Email wendy@usojax.com for 
more information. Be sure to 
indicate Mayport Volunteer in 
the subject line.

Tickets to Adventure Landing, 
on Beach Boulevard, are now 
available at the USO!

USO sells discounted tick-
ets to AMC Movie Theatres, 
Disney World, Sea World, 
Busch Gardens, Wet N’ Wild, 
Universal Studios, Islands 
of Adventure, and Adventure 
Landing.

There is a computer resource 
center available to all service 
members with email, Internet 
and word processing. Fax, copy 
and free notary service is also 
available.

Watch TV or a movie from 
the video library. Service mem-
bers can also enjoy video games 
or use the sports equipment.

There is a full kitchen, show-
ers, a quiet reading room and a 
meeting room available at the 
USO. The USO is available for 
meetings, support groups, recep-
tions, parties and pre-deploy-
ment briefs. A TV, VCR and 
overhead projector are available 
for use.

For more information about 
activities or meeting avail-
abilities, call 246-3481 or stop 
by the center at 2560 Mayport 
Road. USO is open from 9 a.m.-
9 p.m., Monday-Friday and 9 
a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday.

VTT Courses Available
From Training Support Department 
Mayport

Training Support Department 
Mayport, Navy Marine Corps 
Learning Network Video-
TeleTraining (VTT) is offering 
the following courses. 

Oct. 7-8, Operational Security 
Planner Course (J-2G-0966), 
0800-1600 RM 150

Oct. 14-17, JTIDS 101, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.,RM 151

Oct. 23-24, Customs Border 
Clearing Agent Afloat (J-551-
0050), 8 a.m.-4 p.m., RM 150

Oct. 28-29, Safety Programs 
Afloat (A-493-2099), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 151

Oct. 28-30, Introduction to 
NAVOSH (A-493-0050), 8 
a.m.-4 p.m., RM 150

Nov. 3-6, Hazardous Material 
Control & Management (A-322-
2601), 9 a.m.-5 p.m., RM 150

Nov. 4-5,  SK Financial 
Management, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
RM 151

Nov. 6-7, Safety Programs 
Afloat (A-493-2099), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 151

N o v.  1 2 - 1 3 ,  L o g i s t i c s 
Management (Jr. SK), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 150

Nov. 17-18, Safety Programs 
Afloat (A-493-2099), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 150  

Nov.  18 -19 ,  Inven to ry 
Management (Sr. SK), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 151

Nov. 19-21, DoD PKI/LRA 
Training, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,  RM 
150

Nov. 25-26, Depot Level 
Repairable (DLR), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 151

D e c .  2 - 3 ,  O p e r a t i o n a l 
Security Planner Course (J-2G-
0966), 8 a.m.-4 p.m., RM 150

Dec. 4-5, Safety Programs 
Afloat (A-493-2099), 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., RM 151

Dec. 8-11, Hazardous Material 
Control & Management (A-322-
2601), 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,  RM 150

To attending any of courses 
contact Herb Duggins at 270-
5061, or e-mail, herb.duggins.
ctr@navy.mil. For more infor-
mation and additional course 
offerings visit www.npdc.navy.
mil/usn_usmcvtt/courses_avail-
able.htm.

Women’s Health 
Month In October
From Health Promotion by the Ocean

Naval Branch Health Clinic 
Mayport’s Health Promotion 
staff recognizes women’s health 
during the month of October. 

What can you do to stay 
healthy and prevent disease?  
You can get certain screening 
tests, take preventive medi-
cine if you need it, and practice 
healthy behaviors.

Top health experts from the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force suggest that when you 
go for your next checkup, you 
should talk to your doctor or 
nurse about how you can stay 
healthy no matter what your 
age.

According to the Agency for 
Healthcare Research (AHRQ), 
the most important things you 
can do to stay healthy are:

1.Get recommended screen-
ing tests; these tests include pap 
tests, mammograms, cholesterol 
testing, blood pressure testing, 
colorectal cancer             screen-
ing, diabetes screening, osteo-
porosis screening, and sexually 
transmitted disease screening.

2.Be tobacco free.

3.Be physically active.
4.Eat a healthy diet.
5.Stay at a healthy weight.
6.Take preventive medicines 

if you need them.
Screening tests can find dis-

eases early when they are easier 
to treat.  Health experts from 
the U.S. Preventive Services 
Task Force have made recom-
mendations, based on scientif-
ic evidence, about testing for 
various medical conditions and 
diseases.  Talk to your doctor 
about which ones apply to you 
and when and how often you 
should be tested.

If you need assistance with 
weight loss, becoming tobacco 
free, controlling your cholester-
ol or blood pressure, call Health 
Promotion at 270-5251.  We are 
located at 2050 Marshall Couch 
Drive, next to Surfside Fitness 
and the Chief’s Club.
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Ellen	S.Rykert	•	Military	Publications	Manager
1	Riverside	Avenue	•	Jacksonville,	FL	32202

(904)	359-4168
Russ	Martin	•	Advertising	Sales	Manager
(904)	359-4336	•	FAX:	(904)	366-6230

Chapel Call
Command Chaplain:
Cmdr. Jerome Dillon

SUNDAY
Roman Catholic Mass...............9 a.m. 
Sunday School.....................9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship............10:30 a.m.
Protestant Baptism.......As requested

TUESDAY
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)......
.....9:30 a.m.
(First and third Tuesday of the month) 
Nursery is provided.

WEDNESDAY
Women’s Bible Study........9:30 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal......................7 p.m.

SATURDAY
Men’s Prayer Breakfast..........9 a.m.
Youth Group ..........................6 p.m.

(Second and Fourth Saturdays
of month)

Catholic Services:
Mass........Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m.
Confession.......Before and after mass
Religious Education...........10:30 a.m.

BAPTISMS
Please call 270-5212 to arrange a 
Baptism class.

SERVICES
For shipboard and Waterfront 
Services, call 270-5403. Personnel of 
other faiths seeking contact with spe-
cific religious groups should call the 
Chaplain’s Office at 270-5212.
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From Staff
A new dialing plan for Naval Station Mayport 

and Naval Air Station Jacksonville and Naval 
Submarine Base Kings Bay is in effect. The change 
ncludes all on base dialing codes, DSN, long dis-
tances and toll free calls.

One of the biggest changes for the three bases is 
need to now dial the full seven-digit phone number 
rather than five digits.

For example, a caller must dial 270-5555 rather 
than just 0-5555 for Mayport or 542-5555 rather 
than 2-5555 to connect to NAS Jacksonville.

To dial off base, a caller must dial 99 followed 
by the seven digit number. Long distance numbers 
require 98, followed by 1 and the 10-digit commer-
cial number.

Naval Station Mayport’s DSN number will be 
changed from 960 to 270, the same as the base’s 
local prefix. All base personnel and commands 
should advertise this change.

To dial using DSN Conus, call 94 and the 
seven-digit DSN telephone number. To dial DSN 
OCONUS, dial 90 plus the 10 digit DSN telephone 
number.

To call a toll free number, dial 99 plus 1 and the 
10-digit toll free number.

Fax machines must be reprogrammed with these 
new dialing codes. Also, systems that use phone 
lines to transmit data must be reprogrammed, such 
as timekeeping systems and credit card sales.

For more information on the new phone plan, or 
to report any problems, call 542-3570.

Don’t Forget 
New Dial Plan

-Photo by Sonar Technician Surface 2nd Class Daniel Garcia
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Boone Rescues Migrants At Sea
By Ensign Emily S. Castro
USS Boone Public Affairs 

Officer
USS Boone (FFG 28) rescued 

50 migrants while investigating 
a suspicious vessel Sept. 3.

Joint Interagency Task Force 
South directed Boone to deploy 
its Rigid-Hull Inflatable Boat 
(RHIB) to search a suspicious 
vessel. Boone’s boarding team 
pulled alongside and was grant-
ed permission to board the ves-
sel. When the team investigat-
ed, they discovered 50 migrants 
crowded together onboard the 
vessel.

Boone’s boarding team inter-
viewed the migrants and decid-
ed to transport them to the ship 
for their health and safety. Once 

onboard Boone, the crew pro-
vided the migrants with a medi-
cal examination, food, clothing, 
and shower facilities.

Av i a t i o n  E l e c t r o n i c s 
Technician Airman Michael 
Roggio, one of Boone’s Search 
and Rescue swimmers, enjoyed 
the opportunity to help the 
migrants. “It was a special 
experience for me to get to do 
something humanitarian,” said 
Roggio.

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
(Fleet Marine Force) Vincent 
De La Ossa administered medi-
cal exams to all of the migrants. 
“I am very lucky to help those 
less fortunate than me,” said 
Ossa.

Boone is deployed in the 

Eastern Pacific Ocean conduct-
ing counter-illicit trafficking 
operations under the operational 
control of U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command (NAVSO)/
U.S. 4th Fleet, and tactical 
control of Joint Interagency 
Task Force South (JIATF-S). 
Typically, this involves the 
detection and interdiction of 
narcotics smugglers. However, 

the prevention of human traf-
ficking is also a goal for Sailors 
deployed to the U.S. Southern 
Command area of focus.

Boone ,  homepor t ed  in 
Mayport, Fla., is deployed with 
embarked Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron Light 
(HSL) 42 and U.S. Coast Guard 
Law Enforcement Detachment 
406.
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Happenings
Oct. 2: NEW Thursday 

Team Trivia. 7-9 p.m. at 
Bogey’s. Now offering team 
trivia every Thursday evening. 
Normal Bogey’s menu available 
starting at 6 p.m. 270-5143

Oct. 3: Halloween Horror 
Nights Day at ITT. Join the 
Universal Orlando rep between 
10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. at ITT 

and get entered to win two free 
tickets to Halloween Horror 
Nights. No purchase necessary. 
270-5145

Oct. 7: Qualifying for SE 
Military Invitational Golf 
Tournament. Qualify to rep-
resent NS Mayport in the 
Southeast Military Invitational 
Golf Tournament (Oct. 14-

17) at NAS Jacksonville. Tee 
off begins at 1 p.m. at Windy 
Harbor. For complete tourna-
ment details, call 270-5380.

Oct. 8-9: Sports Challenge.
Enter your Command (active 
duty only) in the Fall Sports 
Challenge. 270-5451

Oct.  10-13:  Columbus 
Day Weekend Key Largo 

Dive Trip. Cost is $495 and 
includes seven boat dives, use 
of all scuba equipment, trans-
portation and lodging. You only 
pay for your food. 270-5541
Oct. 17-19: Open Water 
Scuba Certification Course.
$290 complete ($320 guests); 
includes gear, study materials, 
instruction, certification, lodg-

ing and round trip transporta-
tion. Pre-registration required. 
270-5541

Oct. 18: Fall Fest. 2-6 p.m. 
at Sea Otter Pavilion. Event 
features fun for the entire fam-
ily including carnival games, 
clowns, face painting, pony 
rides, train rides, mechanical 
games, inflatables and more. 

Everything is free except food. 
New for 2008… once the car-
nival event ends at 6 p.m. stay 
and enjoy an Oktoberfest-style 
celebration with live music, 
specialty beers and food for pur-
chase until 9 p.m. at Sea Otter 
Pavilion. 270-5228

Liberty Call
The following activities tar-

get single or unaccompanied 
Sailors. For more information, 
call Planet Mayport Single 
Sailor Center at 270-7788/89.

Oct. 4: O.A.R. Concert 
Trip. Cost is $15 and includes 
transportation and admission. 
Trip leaves Planet Mayport at 
4:30 p.m.

Oct. 5: Jags vs. Pittsburgh 
Steelers Trip. Cost is $5. Trip 
departs from Planet Mayport at 
5:30 p.m.

Oct. 6: Texas Hold ‘Em.
Every Monday at 7 p.m. at 
Castaway’s Lounge. Free to 
enter. Everyone welcome.

Oct. 9: Dinner and a Movie 
Trip. Enjoy pizza at Planet 
Mayport followed by a movie 
of your choosing at Regal 

Cinemas. Cost is only $2. Trip 
departs 1⁄2 hour prior to first 
selected movie.

Oct.  10: Concert Trip 
(Staind, Seether and Papa 
Roach).  Cost is  $30 and 
includes transportation and 
admission. Trip departs for con-
cert at 5 p.m.

Oct. 18: Orlando Magic 
Trip. Orlando Magic versus 
Miami Heat at Jacksonville’s 
Veterans Memorial Arena. Cost 
is $20. Trip departs at 5 p.m.

Oct. 19: Savannah Day 
Trip. Free transportation to 
Savannah for a day of fun. Trip 
departs from Planet Mayport at 
8:30 a.m.

Kid Zone
Oct. 3: “Boys Night Out” 

Freedom Friday. 7-11 p.m. 
at the Youth Activities Center 
for boys in grades K-5th. $7 in 
advance; $9 the day of. 270-
5680

Oct. 10: Haunted House 
Planning Meeting (Torch 
Club). 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Club 
Teen. Middle and high school 
students will help plan and 
design this year ’s haunted 
house. 270-5680

Oct. 17: “Girls Just Wanna 
Have Fun” Freedom Friday. 
7-11 p.m. at the Youth Activities 
Center for boys in grades K-5th.

$7 in advance; $9 the day of. 
270-5680

Oct. 18: Fall Fest. 2-6 p.m. 
at Sea Otter Pavilion. Event 
features fun for the entire fam-
ily including carnival games, 
clowns, face painting, pony 
rides, train rides, mechanical 
games, inflatables and more. 
Everything is free except food. 
New for 2008… once the car-
nival event ends at 6 p.m. stay 
and enjoy an Oktoberfest-style 
celebration with live music, 
specialty beers and food for pur-
chase until 9 p.m. at Sea Otter 
Pavilion. 270-5228.

Striking Viking Visits Mayport
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MWR Sports/Fitness
A new fitness schedule is in 

effect. 
The Surfside Fitness schedule 

is as follows:
Monday
7 a.m., TRX with Ruthie and 

Emily
9:30 a.m., Power Walking 

with Ruthie
9:30 a.m., Broken Hearts with 

LaPlace
1 p.m., Moms in Motion with 

Traci
4:30 p.m., Zumba with Emily
Tuesday
6:30 a.m., Yoga with Mia
9:30 a.m., LoImpact with 

Emily
11:30 a.m., Advanced Mind 

Body with Mia, Ruthie and 
Emily

1 p.m., Strength Solutions 
& Flexibility Fix-Ups with 
LaPlace

Wednesday
6 : 3 0  a . m . ,  F u n c t i o n a l 

F l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  S t r e s s 
Management with Mia

9:30 a.m., Intro to Mind Body 
with Mia

Noon, Lunch Crunch with 

LaPlace
1 p.m., Moms in Motion with 

Traci
3 p.m., TRX with Ruthi and 

Emily
5;30 p.m., Kids Clinic with 

Ruthie
5:30 p.m., Kickboxing with 

LaPlace
Thursday
9:30 a.m., Pump and Grind 

with Emily and Mia
11:30 a.m., Zumba with 

Emily
1 p.m., Strength Solutions 

& Flexibility Fix-Ups with 
LaPlace

Friday
7 a.m., Beach Bootcamp with 

LaPlace
9:30 a.m., Broken Hearts with 

LaPlace
9:30 a.m., Fitness Equipment 

Training with Ruthie
The Gym schedule is as fol-

lows:
Monday
6 a.m., Weight Training for 

Warfighters with  Ruthie
11:30 a.m., Circuit Senations 

with LaPlace

3 p.m., Command Row-bics 
with LaPlace

Tuesday
6 a.m., Command Cardio 

Pump with Traci
11:30 a.m., Resistance with 

Traci
3 p.m., Conditioning for 

Running with LaPlace
4:30 p.m., Spinning
5:45 p.m., Fitness Equipment 

Training with LaPlace
Wednesday
7 a.m., Cardio, Combat and 

CORE with Traci
11:30 a.m., Spinning with 

Traci
Thursday
7 a.m., Command Jump and 

Jab with Ruthie
11:30 a.m., Row-bics with 

Ruthie
3 p.m., Victory PRT with Mia
Friday
6 : 3 0  a . m . ,  C o m m a n d 

Spinning with Ruthie
9:30 a.m., Intro to Spinning 

with Mia
11:30 a.m., Strength Training 

Basics for Women with Traci 

Captain’s Cup Winners

-Photo by Bill Austin
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We�ll be rockin� into the night 
with live music, food and 

specialty beers
from 6-9 p.m.

For more information, call MWR Mayport at (904) 270-5228.

At Naval Station Mayport

Games � Face Painting � Clowns
Mechanical Rides � Pumpkin Patch

Pony Rides � Train Rides � DJ
Entertainment by Navy Children
Inflatables � Food for Purchase

For more info, call ITT
at (904) 270-5145.

Halloween Horror Nights Day at ITT:  Friday, Oct. 3rd

The reflections of your most terrifying nightmares lurk in every shadowy corner of 
the country’s premier annual Halloween event.  Visit Mayport’s ITT Office on 
Friday, Oct. 3rd for a chance to win two (2) free tickets to Halloween Horror 

Nights at Universal Studios.  Universal’s Military Sales Rep will be available for 
information on this year’s creepy event from 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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and eating gardens created and 
maintained by the children.

“We are very happy with the 
renovation of this area for our 
pre-toddler classrooms,” said 
Pam Schwartz, MWR Child 
Development Center Director. 
“The playground is an extension 
of the classroom. It provides a 
great outdoor learning environ-
ment for the children.”

MWR offers child develop-
ment programs for ages six 
weeks and older. For more 
information, call the Child 
Development Center at 247-
7740.
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-Photos by Stephanie Edwards
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From Page 1

Playground

Happenings

Youth Activities Supports National Play Day

-Photos by Veronica Mandez
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YAC Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month

-Photos courtesy of MWR
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Thursday, Oct. 2
USS The Sullivans Family 

Readiness Group will meet at 
6 p.m. at the Mayport USO. 
The USO is located across 
from Sonics on Mayport Rd. 
Childcare will be provided. 
Remember to bring your deco-
rated picture frame. Come find 
out what new events areÊ-
planned for this year. First Kiss 
tickets will be available.

Wednesday, Oct. 8
USS Robert G. Bradley will 

be holding a pre-deployment 
brief. It will take place from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. at the USO on 
Mayport Road. All families 
and friends are welcome to 
attend. Useful information will 
be given out. If you have any 
questions, please email rgbffg-
49pres@yahoo.com.

Thursday, Oct. 16
USS Philippine Sea fam-

ily readiness group will meet 
and hold a potluck on the third 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Mayport USO.

Thursday, October 2
Friends of the Beaches 

Branch Library, 600 Third 
Street, are holding their Book 
Sale in the library community 
room this weekend. Members 
Only Preview Sale hours are 
Thursday,  Oct .  2 from 5 
to 7 p.m.  Friday, Oct. 3 and 
Saturday, Oct. 4 hours are from 
10 to 5. Sunday, Oct. 5 is Bag 
Day from 1-4 p.m.  For further 
information call 992-1171.

Atlantic Beach Women’s 
Connection invites all area 
women to join us for our So 
Long Summer Fall Luau from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. at Selva Marina 
Country Club, 1600 Selva 
Marina Dr., Atlantic Beach. Ann 
Parish of New Smyrna Beach, 
Fla., will speak on “Bugs in my 
Teeth and Other White Knuckle 
Stories From a Motorcycle 
Enthusiast.” Enjoy a tasty 
Island Foods cooking demon-
stration by David and Susan 
Hurst of Atlantic Beach and 
special Island Music by Jennifer 
Hudson, teacher LaVilla School 

of the Arts. Cost for non-
members is $20.00 inclusive. 
Complimentary child care with 
reservation. For Questions or 
Reservations email atlantic-
beachwc@yahoo.com or call 
Kate at 534-6784.

Friday, Oct. 3
T h e  F l e e t  R e s e r v e 

Association, Branch 290, is 
hosting a Seafood Dinner from 
5-8 p.m. at the Branch Home, 
390 Mayport Road, Atlantic 
Beach.  The menu will include 
Seafood Chowder, Fried Fish, 
Fried Shrimp or Crab Cakes.  
Also included are French Fries, 
Corn Nuggets and Cole Slaw.  
A donation of $10 is request-
ed for each dinner.  Carry out 
orders are accepted.  As always, 
the public is invited to attend.  
Happy Hour precedes the din-
ner from 4-6 p.m.; all drinks 
are 50¢ off.  After dinner, enjoy 
the music of Doug Bracy until 
1 a.m.

Saturday, Oct. 4 
Join a park ranger at 11 a.m. 

for an introduction to the basics 
of hiking. Weather, wildlife 
tracking, trail safety and proper 
gear will all be discussed. The 
program will take place at the 
Bluffs pavilion on Big Talbot 
Island. No reservations are nec-
essary and the program is free 
with $2 vehicle entrance fee.

Thursday, Oct. 9 
The Fleet Reserve Association 

Branch 290 will hold their 
monthly General Assembly 
meeting at 8 p.m. at the Branch 
Home, 390 Mayport Road, 
Atlantic Beach, FL.  All mem-
bers and prospective members 
are invited to attend. The Fleet 
Reserve Association is a world 
wide veteran’s organization that 
represents nearly 165,000 active 
duty and retired Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard mem-
bers.  The FRA Branch 290 is 
called the “Active Duty Branch” 
because of the number of active 
duty members.  If you have 
served in any of the maritime 
services, no matter how long, 
stop by the Branch Home, 390 
Mayport Road, Atlantic Beach, 
FL or call 246-6855.  New 
members are always welcome.

Friday, Oct. 10
T h e  F l e e t  R e s e r v e 

Association, Branch 290, is 

hosting a Seafood Dinner from 
5-8 p.m. at the Branch Home, 
390 Mayport Road, Atlantic 
Beach, FL.  The menu will 
include Seafood Chowder, 
Fried Fish, Fried Shrimp or 
Crab Cakes.  Also included are 
French Fries, Corn Nuggets and 
Cole Slaw.  A donation of $10 
is requested for each dinner.  
Carry out orders are accepted.  
As always, the public is invited 
to attend.  Happy Hour precedes 
the dinner from 4- 6 p.m.; all 
drinks are 50¢ off.  After dinner, 
enjoy the music of Doug Bracy 
until 1 a.m.

Saturday, Oct. 11
As a public service, U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary 14-04, 
Jacksonville Beaches, is offering 
a one day Safe Boating Course.  
Program runs from 7:30 a.m.-
5 p.m. and will be held at the 
Captain’s Club, 13363 Beach 
Blvd., in Jacksonville. Course 
fee of $25 includes materials. 
The course meets the Florida 
State requirement for a Boaters 
Safety Card that could result in 
a decrease in your boat insur-
ance. For more information, 
please contact Mike Christnacht 
at 904-502-9154 or log onto 
www.uscgajaxbeach.com.

Sunday, Oct. 12 
Join a park ranger at 11 a.m. 

for a discussion on the differ-
ent types of shark teeth that can 
be found on the area’s beaches. 
This program will take place at 
the Ribault Club on Fort George 
Island Cultural State Park. No 
reservations are necessary and 
the program is free.

Tuesday, Oct. 14
D e c o r a t i v e  A r t i s t s  o f 

Jacksonvi l le  a re  hold ing 
their regular monthly meet-
ing on at 7 p.m., Riverside 
Avenue Christian Church, 2841 
Riverside Avenue. Beginning 
artists welcome - no experience 
necessary. For more informa-
tion, visit www.decorativeartist-
sofjacksonville.org and see the 
wide variety of workshops and 
seminars planned for the year.

USMMA Alumni Foundation, 
Jacksonville Chapter, will meet 
from 5-9 p.m. at Budweiser 
Brewery Hospitality Room. 
Guest speaker -is Mr. Bruce 
Howie ‘65. For more informa-
tion, call Susan at 220-2422 or 

visit usmmaaa-jax@comcast.
net. Cost is $20 at the door. 
RSVP with your entree selec-
tion: chicken or veal.

Thursday, Oct. 16
Virgin ia  Tech  Corp  of 

Cadets will meet at Fionn 
MacCools, 333 1st Street North, 
Jacksonville Beach Social hour 
starts at 6p.m.; Presentation at 7 
p.m. Cost is $5 donation for VT 
Scholarship Fund. Please RSVP 
no later than Tuesday, Oct. 14, 
2008 by e-mailing Carolyn 
Ranieri at A93Hokie@comcast.
net Presentation will include: 
Colonel Rock Roszak, Director 
of Corps Alumni Programs 
will be presenting a slideshow 
presentation that describes the 
leader development program 
including leadership instruction, 
opportunities for students and 
cadet achievements in academ-
ics and service projects. The 
presentation ends with a music 
video showing our alumni serv-
ing their country around the 
world. May also include the 
Corps involvement in the after-
math of April 16 at VT.

Friday, Oct. 17 
T h e  F l e e t  R e s e r v e 

Association, Branch 290, is 
hosting a Seafood Dinner from 
5-8 p.m. at the Branch Home, 
390 Mayport Road, Atlantic 
Beach.  The menu will include 
seafood chowder, fried fish, 
fried shrimp or crab cakes.  Also 
included are french fries, corn 
nuggets and cole slaw.  A dona-
tion of $10 is requested for each 
dinner.  Carry out orders are 
accepted.  As always, the pub-
lic is invited to attend.  Happy 
Hour precedes the dinner from 
4-6 p.m.; all drinks are 50¢ off.  
After dinner, join us for a Sing-
Along with Bill until 1 a.m.

Saturday, Oct. 18 
You won’t want to miss this 

annual Beaches tradition at the 
Fall Festival and Craft Show 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Christ 
United Methodist  Church 
Neptune Beach, 400 Penman 
Road. Join the fun in front of the 
Pumpkin Patch from 9:00-4:00. 
Handmade items, candles, cro-
chet items, handcrafted jewelry, 
art, Christmas gifts and other 
special items are waiting for you 
to come by and see. Children’s 
games, yummy baked goods, 

food and, of course, pumpkins, 
will be available. Start your 
Christmas shopping early! For 
information, please contact the 
Church office at 249-5370. All 
local crafters are invited to join 
us. Those who are interested 
in participating in this Beaches 
tradition should contact the 
Church Office at 249-5370 to 
reserve your booth today.

Join a park ranger at 11 a.m. 
for a walk on the beach as they 
explain the importance of unde-
veloped beach habitat, including 
many interesting facts about sea 
creatures and common shells 
found in the area. The program 
will take place at pavilion five 
on Little Talbot Island. No res-
ervations are necessary and the 
program is free with regular 
park admission.

Friday, Oct. 24
The Fleet Reserve Association 

Branch 290 is hosting a Low-
Country Boil Dinner on from 
5-8 p.m., at the Branch Home 
at 390 Mayport Road, Atlantic 
Beach.  A donation of $8 is 
requested for each dinner.  Carry 
out orders are accepted.  The 
public is always invited to din-
ner.  Happy hour precedes the 
dinner from 4-6 p.m., all drinks 
are 50¢ off.  Starting at 9 p.m., 
the music of DOUG BRACEY 
will entertain until 1 a.m.

Saturday, Oct. 25
The Mandarin Museum & 

Historical Society is hosting its 
fifth annual “Stowe, Steamboats 
and Stories,” from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Walter Jones Historical Park 
in Mandarin.  During this free 
event, visitors will journey into 
the park by lamplight and meet 
figures from the area’s past.
Previous years have included 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Maple 
Leaf survivor Mrs. Chadwick, 
and steamboat magnate Captain 
Brock. “Stowe, Steamboats and 
Stories is a great opportunity for 
the people to interact with re-
enactors and learn about the his-
tory of this area,” said Andrew 
Morrow, Executive Director 
for the Mandarin Museum & 
Historical Society.  “The park 
has its own mystery at night.
Children are encourage to wear 
costumes to the event and we 
will provide refreshments.” The 
Walter Jones Historical Park 

is located at 11964 Mandarin 
Road.  For information and 
directions please contact (904) 
268-0784. Email: mandarin-
museum@bellsouth.net or visit 
www.mandarinmuseum.net

Sunday, Oct. 26 
Join a park ranger at 1 p.m. to 

learn about the many common 
species that inhabit the natural 
communities of the undevel-
oped barrier islands of northeast 
Florida. The program will take 
place at pavilion six on Little 
Talbot Island. No reservations 
are necessary and the program 
is free with regular park admis-
sion.

Saturday, Nov. 15
As a public service, U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary 14-04, 
Jacksonville Beaches, is offering 
a one day Safe Boating Course.  
Program runs from 7:30 a.m.-
5 p.m. and will be held at the 
Captain’s Club, 13363 Beach 
Blvd., in Jacksonville. Course 
fee of $25 includes materials. 
The course meets the Florida 
State requirement for a Boaters 
Safety Card that could result in 
a decrease in your boat insur-
ance. For more information, 
please contact Mike Christnacht 
at 904-502-9154 or log onto 
www.uscgajaxbeach.com.

Saturday, Nov. 29
The city of Jacksonville 

invites boaters to celebrate the 
start of their holiday season at 
the 23rd annual Jacksonville 
Light Parade at 7 p.m. on the 
downtown riverfront. The St. 
Johns River will transform into 
a dazzling array of lights, sound 
and holiday spirit as the First 
Coast boating community deco-
rates their vessels from bow to 
stern to compete in the largest 
lighted boat parade. This event 
is part of the Make A Scene 
Downtown! series. For infor-
mation about registering, please 
contact the Office of Special 
Events at (904) 630-3690 or 
visit www.coj.net and click on 
Light Parade. 

Calendar
On Base

Out in Town

NAVSEA Continues 
Hurricane Ike Relief
By Naval Sea Systems Command Office 
of Corporate Communications

Supervisor of Salvage and 
Diving (SUPSALV), a director-
ate of the Naval Sea Systems 
Command  (NAVSEA)  in 
Washington D.C. cleared the 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 
(GIWW) near Galveston, Texas, 
for marine vessel traffic Sept. 
25.

The salvage removal opera-
tion directly supports Hurricane 
Ike relief efforts.

“We originally identified five 
salvage targets, two of which 
were confirmed to be com-
mercial-size fishing vessels,” 
said Michael Herb, director of 
salvage operations.  “However 
the work has grown and a 
total of three deck barges full 
of debris have been removed.”  
SUPSALV and its east coast sal-
vage contractor, Donjon Marine, 
commenced salvage removal 
operations Sept. 17.

N AV S E A’s  S U P S A LV 
received the request from the 
Galveston District of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACOE) Sept. 15 for U.S. 
Navy assistance in remov-
ing a number of small vessels 
sunk in the GIWW along the 
Bolivar Peninsula northeast of 
Galveston.  SUPSALV will also 
remove an obstruction from the 
north edge of the Galveston 
channel.

 “It’s important to remove 

these obstructions quickly to 
get the critical barge and ship 
commerce back in transit safe-
ly,” said Herb.  SUPSALV is 
responsible for all aspects of 
ocean engineering, including 
salvage, oil pollution response, 
deep ocean search and recovery, 

in-water ship repair, towing, 
diving safety and equipment 
maintenance and procurement.

Worldwide maritime security 
remains a top Navy priority and 
NAVSEA provides highly capa-
ble disaster response to support 
the Maritime Strategy. 
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USS Gettysburg Hosts Carrier Strike Group Eight

-Photo courtesy of USS Gettysburg

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

By Lt.j.g. Dennis Panos
USS Gettysburg

USS Gettysburg hosted Rear 
Adm. Kurt W. Tidd for lunch 
and an orientation tour while 
underway in the Jacksonville 
operation area on Sept. 22.

Tidd is the Commander 
Carrier Strike Group Eight 
(CSG 8) which is centered 
on the nuclear aircraft carrier 
USS Eisenhower (CVN 69). 
Gettysburg recently joined CSG 
8 in preparation for its spring 
2009 deployment. The visit 
was Tidd’s first time on board 
Gettysburg and served as a for-
mal introduction of the crew 
into Carrier Strike Group Eight. 

Tidd was  appointed as 
Commander, Carrier Strike 
Group Eight last month and 
is currently embarked in the 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(CVN69). . He most recently 
served on the National Security 
Council Staff as Director of 
Strategic Capabilities Policy, 
responsible for national deter-
rence policy.  

Tidd has had extensive sea 
duty assignments through-
out his career which include 
Commanding Officer, USS 
Ar thur  W.  Radford  (DD 
968); Executive Officer, USS 
Leftwich (DD 984); Operations 
Officer, USS Deyo (DD 989) 

and Communication Officer and 
MPA, USS Semmes (DDG 18).   

Tidd was flown to Gettysburg 
from USS Eisenhower by the 
HS-5 Night Dippers on an SH-
60F.  After arriving RDML 
Tidd joined the Gettysburg 
Wardroom for lunch which pro-
vided an ideal forum for a lively 
roundtable about Gettysburg’s 
role in the Strike Group and the 
priorities of the Strike Group 
heading into deployment.  After 
the lunch Tidd had a meeting 
in the Chief Petty Officer’s 
mess where he again laid out 
Gettysburg’s role in support-
ing the Strike Group and the 
importance of strong deck plate 
leadership in achieving strong 
results.

In addition to meeting with 
Gettysburg’s leadership Tidd 
spent more than an hour touring 
Gettysburg and meeting with the 
crew in their workspaces. The 
tour led the admiral through the 
Mess Decks, Combat Spaces, 
Engineer ing  Spaces ,  and 
Administrative Spaces provid-
ing him a view of Gettysburg’s 
teamwork in action and allowed 
one-on-one interaction with the 
Sailors.

While Tidd has not served 
aboard a Ticonderoga Class 
Cruiser, his experiences aboard 
the Spruance Class Destroyers, 

which share the hull  and 
engineering spaces with the 
Ticonderoga Class, made his 
trip down to the propulsion and 
auxiliary  spaces particularly 
memorable. In his address on 
the ship’s announcement sys-
tem, Tidd told the crew that 
now is the time to prepare for 
deployment since because in 
less than180 days Gettysburg, 
will be entering a combat zone 
and the Strike Group will be 
fulfilling the different missions 
it had trained for. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t o u r , 
Gettysburg Sailors stood proud 
in their work centers as they 
showed off the jewel of the 
cruiser fleet.  Tidd comment-
ed several times that the ship 
is in pristine condition which 
is a direct reflection upon the 
hard work of all the Sailors who 
work hard hours ensuring the 
material condition of Gettysburg 
is maintained.  Also noticeable 
throughout the tour was the pro-
fessionalism of the crew shown 
in answering questions about 
the ship and by their personal 
presentation.

Gettysburg was honored to 
host Tidd onboard and looks 
forward to serving in Carrier 
Strike Group Eight during the 
works up for and our subse-
quent spring 2009 deployment. 

Jax Participates 
in CFC Charity

By Kaylee LaRocque
NAS Jacksonville

For the fourth consecutive year, 28 members of Team Navy Jax 
spent the weekend of Sept. 20-21 pedaling 184 miles in support of 
the 22nd annual Bike MS PGA Tour Cycle to the Shore benefiting 
the National Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society, a Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC)-supported charity. 

The group gathered early Saturday morning at the St. Augustine 
Airport on U.S. Highway 1 with about 2,2000 other riders to par-
ticipate in the grueling but scenic ride along the Northeast Florida 
coast.

“I enjoyed representing Team Navy Jax in the MS ride. The ride 
was great, a little wet at times, but that added to the fun,” said Lt. 
Scott Myers of NAS Jax Operations Department. 

“It’s great to see everyone from different organizations come 
together to support such an event in the spirit of athleticism and in 
compassion for our brothers and sisters who fight MS on a daily 
basis.

“Overall, a great ride for a great cause. It’s great to be part of 
Team Navy Jax and to support a CFC-sponsored charity,” he 
added.

According to team captain Miriam S. Gallet, the officers, enlisted 
Sailors and civilians on the team truly care about the Jacksonville 
community. 

“Team Navy Jax members are awesome. They pedal thousands 
of miles every year in an effort to give back to the city and its resi-
dents,” she said. “This year was a very wet and windy ride, but our 
Sailors and civilians endured it, and everyone crossed the finish 
line.”

The team dedicates its annual MS ride to a NAS Jax family 
member who was diagnosed with MS in 1991, Ann Bushick, wife 
of Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Director John Bushick. 

“There are three reasons why I chose to participate in the MS 
Ride and am a member of Team Navy Jax. The first is that the team 
is always looking for positive ways to help and improve the quality 
of life of others through charitable fundraising events. Second, a 
friend of mine has MS. He made chief petty officer but regrettably 
was forced to medically retire from the Navy due to MS,” said Lt. 
Juan Gonzalez of Fleet Industrial Supply Center Jax. 

“And above all and most importantly, it served as a fun way to 
keep my Navy physical readiness within standards, helping me 
with my physical fitness assessment and overall military bearing.” 

Even though the event is not a race, Gonzalez was the first team 
member to arrive in Daytona Saturday morning averaging a 22-
mph speed. 

Team Navy Jax members raised approximately $10,000 toward 
this effort through sponsorship and pledges. 

CFC is the world’s largest and most successful annual workplace 
charity campaign with more than 300 CFC campaigns throughout 
the country and internationally to help raise millions of dollars each 
year, according to the U.S. Office of Personnel Management. 

Pledges made by federal civilian, postal and military donors dur-
ing the campaign season, which runs September through December 
support eligible non-profit organizations that provide health and 
human service benefits throughout the world. 

Neither the Navy nor any part of the federal government endors-
es any company sponsor or their products or services. 
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Maritime Operations Enhance Regional Security
By MC2 J.T. Bolestridge

HSL-42
Guided-missile frigate USS 

Kauffman (FFG-59), Helicopter 
Anti-Submarine Squadron 
Light 42 (HSL-42) Detachment 
Seven, and the U.S. Coast 
Guard completed maritime 
interdiction operations focus-
ing on the interruption of narco-
terrorist activities in Caribbean 
waters Aug. 24 – Sept. 13.

Sailors and Coast Guardsmen 
onboard Kauffman worked 
closely with Joint Interagency 
Task Force South (JAITF-
South) to conduct counter illicit 
trafficking operations.  JAITF-
South is a multi-service, multi-
agency joint task force of the 
U.S. armed forces and was 

established in 1989 to promote 
security cooperation and coor-
dinate country team and partner 
nation initiatives to defeat the 
flow of illicit traffic.  Kauffman 
Operations Officer Lt. James 
Wright said the tasking onboard 
Kauffman focused directly on 
that mission and helped protect 
partner nations as well as the 
U.S.

“The tasking here focused on 
the interdiction and interrup-
tion of narco-trafficking,” said 
Wright.  “Many partner nations 
in the Caribbean suffer from the 
effects of narco-trafficking.”

HSL-42 Det. 7 played a key 
role throughout the opera-
tions.  Lt. Cmdr. Brian Reardon, 
the HSL-42 Det. 7 Officer in 

Charge (OIC), said his Sailors 
have been working day and 
night in support of counter 
narco-terrorism (CNT) opera-
tions.

“Our guys have been flying 
two or three, three-hour flights 
per day in support of CNT oper-
ations,” said Reardon.  “We use 
our sensor suite to provide a 
complete nautical picture up to 
150 nautical miles away from 
Kauffman.  Once targets are 
detected on radar we are able 
to visually identify them, even 
at night, using forward look-
ing infra red (FLIR) camera and 
night vision devices.”

Reardon added that the great-
est challenge and success that 
HSL-42 Det. 7 faced during the 

operations was the maintenance 
and logistics needed to operated 
in the U.S. Southern Command 
(SOUTHCOM) Area of Focus 
(AOF).

“The 16 enlisted maintainers 
that we deploy with have done 
an outstanding job keeping our 
aircraft, Proud Warrior 426, 
ready to fly while working in 
very hot and challenging condi-
tions,” said Reardon.

“CNT operations have been 
a great opportunity for us to 
showcase the unique capabili-
ties that a light airborne multi 
purpose system (LAMPS) heli-
copter detachment brings to the 
table,” said Reardon.  “This 
taste of “real world” opera-
tions shows that when work-

ing together with its host ship, 
a LAMPS helicopter is a force 
multiplier that is vital to CNT 
operations.”

USS Kauffman and Helicopter 
Anti-Submarine Squadron Light 
42 are assigned to Task Group 
40.0, and are currently deployed 
along with USS Farragut (DDG-
99) in support of Partnership of 
the Americas 2008 (POA 08).   
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 
40 Commodore, Capt. Rudy 
Laco, who commands Task 
Group 40.0, said that the Sailors 
onboard Kauffman made the 
POA vision a reality.

“The interoperability and 
the success of the interdiction 
operations were just what we 
envisioned when we planned for 

Partnership of the Americas,” 
said Laco.  “As with any oper-
ation at sea, it’s the Sailors 
onboard who take our vision 
and turn it into visible and 
impacting results.”

POA 08 operations are being 
held from April to October 
throughout South America, 
Central  America,  and the 
Caribbean. POA 08 emphasizes 
interoperability and coopera-
tion between U.S. and part-
ner nation’s maritime forces 
through a variety of exercises 
and events.

Ding-Ding, Ding-Ding . . . Jive Turkeys Departing
By Lt. Bradley Davenport 
and Lt. Matthew Capps

HSL-42 Detachment Two
Helicopter Antisubmarine 

Squadron Light 42 Detachment 
Two “Jive Turkeys” are ready to 
head back to Norfolk and depart 
for long cruise.

In January 2008, started down 
the long path towards deploy-
ment.  The training began with 
two weeks of classroom instruc-
tion, reviewing tactics and 
studying current intelligence 
with a focus on the Middle East.  
The next phase of training took 
Detachment Two to Andros 
Island, The Commonwealth of 
The Bahamas for two weeks of 
practical training in anti-sub-
marine and anti-surface warfare 
including dropping torpedoes, 
firing live missiles, and per-
forming evasive maneuvers.

In March, Detachment Two 
Embarked in USS Nitze (DDG 
94) as the ship’s first ever 
air detachment, and the Jive 
Turkeys were born. This embar-
kation period consisted of one 
week of ship / air integration 
training followed by a four-
week exercise.  During this time 
period the Jive Turkeys worked 

at adapting to life aboard a ship 
while improving their proficien-
cy in this environment.  After 
this five-week underway peri-
od, the Jive Turkeys were fully 
integrated into the USS Nitze 
LAMPS team.

The Jive Turkeys returned 
to Mayport for just two weeks 
before heading back to Norfolk 
for the next work up period, 
this time for three weeks under-
way.  This workup period was 
designed to allow the Nitze 
LAMPS team to begin working 
with the rest of the Theodore 
Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group 
in tactical scenarios.  Through 
three battle problems of increas-
ing complexity and duration, the 
Jive Turkeys proved to be a vital 
asset not to just USS Nitze, but 
to the strike group as a whole.

After enjoying a month 
at home in Florida, the Jive 
Turkeys returned to Norfolk 
for one final underway workup.  
During this two-week period, 
the Battle Group engaged in a 
realistic exercise against simu-
lated enemy “Red” forces being 
played by United States frig-
ates. The end of this exercise 
completed the detachment’s 

pre-deployment training and 
the Jive Turkeys returned to 
Mayport to make final prepa-
rations for their long cruise in 
early September.  

The most important prepara-
tions to be made before leav-
ing for seven months were to 
ensure that family members 
left behind will be taken care 
when the Jive Turkeys go to 
sea.  These preparations started 
with Detachment Family Night 
during which an assortment of 
family support and service rep-
resentatives came to the squad-
ron to speak to the detachment 
and their families.  After fin-
ishing the necessary business 
affairs, many members of the 
detachment took leave to say 
their final goodbyes to friends 
and family. 

After transiting the Atlantic 
Ocean, the detachment will 
have the opportunity to visit 
several cities in Europe before 
continuing their journey to the 
Middle East and joining allied 
forces in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and the Global 
War on Terrorism. 

-Photo courtesy of HSL-42
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Det Three Is Underway
From HSL-42

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s 
o f  w o r k - u p s ,  H S L - 4 2 
Detachment Three departed 
on deployment in late August 
aboard the Mayport-based 
USS Roosevelt (DDG 80). 

The Ship and Detachment 
are attached to the USS Iwo 
Jima Expeditionary Strike 
Group and plan to sail to 5th

Fleet making two port visits 
in the Mediterranean before 
transiting to the Arabian Gulf 
to perform maritime security 
operations.

Starting back in February, 
Detachment Three stood up 
with the assignment of air-
crew and maintenance per-
sonnel to start the workup 
cycle. The first assignment 
was to integrate  with the 

crew of the USS Roosevelt 
o n  We e k  O n e  Wo r k u p s 
(WOWU), which allows the 
detachment and ship to learn 
how to operate and act as a 
cohesive unit. 

WOWU was followed by 
a short “vacation” to Andros 
Is land in  the Bahamas to 
demonstrate the detachment’s 
tactical prowess, including 
submarine tracking, torpedo 
drops, and Hellfire missile 
shots. 

The ship-air team then exe-
cuted multiple at sea peri-
ods to integrate with the Iwo 
J ima ESG, s torming faux 
enemy land off the coast of 
the Carolinas. The work-up 
cycle culminated with the 
Joint Task Force Exercise 
(JTFX 08-4) in which USS 

Roosevelt and Detachment 
Three conducted operations 
against  an opposing force 
(OPFOR).

The Norfolk based cruise, 
will be deploying alongside 
its sister detachment, HSL-
42 Detachment One currently 
attached to USS Vella Gulf 
(CG 72). Together they will 
br ing  the  Light  Airborne 
M u l t i p u r p o s e  S y s t e m 
(LAMPS) capabilities to the 
Iwo Jima ESG in an effort to 
increase mission efficiency 
and completion as tasked by 
5th Fleet.

The  De tachmen t  Three 
“Blue Brawlers” are led by 
Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Ketcham and 
are comprised of six pilots, 
three aircrewmen,  and 20 
maintenance personnel. 

-Photo by Lt. Chris G. Neeley
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HSL-42 Joins Recruiting 
District At SC Navy Week

By Lt. Chris G. Neeley
Navy Office of Community Outreach 
Public Affairs

Gov. Mark Sanford official-
ly proclaimed Sept. 20-28 as 
Navy Week during a joint press 
conference with Rear Adm. Bill 
Goodwin, commander, Naval 
Air Force Atlantic Sept 25.

“This is about simply say-
ing ‘thank you’ to all of our 
Sailors and veterans for their 
service and about recognizing 
the incredibly important role 
the Navy has played in South 
Carolina, both historically and 
today,” said Sanford.

Sailors representing Navy 
Recruiting District Raleigh 
and Navy Operational Support 
Center (NOSC) Columbia stood 

with Goodwin and at the press 
conference in the rotunda of the 
South Carolina State House.

“The men and women who 
serve our Navy are the finest 
our nation has to offer,” said 
Goodwin.  “Governor Sanford, 
it is a great honor for me to 
accept this proclamation on 
behalf of them and for all those 
who have served our Navy since 
its founding.”

Navy Week kicked off Sept. 
20 with a military apprecia-
tion ceremony in front of more 
than 76,000 fans and a national 
pay-per-view audience at the 
University of South Carolina 
football game against Wofford 
College.  Sailors from across 
the Midlands have participated 

in a variety of community out-
reach projects including “Caps 
for Kids,” Habitat for Humanity, 
visits to area high schools and 
the William Jennings Bryan 
Dorn Veterans Administration 
Medical Center in Columbia.

This Navy Week is one of 
22 Navy weeks planned across 
America in 2008. Navy weeks 
are designed to show Americans 
the investment they have made 
in their Navy and increase 
awareness in cities that do not 
have a significant Navy pres-
ence.

Joint CBP, USCG 
Team Commissioned
From Coast Guard Seventh District 
Public Affairs

T h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  a n d 
Customs and Border Protection 
officially commissioned a joint 
targeting center for inbound 
commercial vessel and air traf-
fic on Sept. 26.

The Joint Maritime Advance 
Scheduling and Targeting Team 
is a local and nationally unique 
initiative to increase maritime 
safety and security in Northeast 
Florida ports. The program 
calls for increased coordina-
tion between CBP and the Coast 
Guard by establishing protocols 
to jointly screen inbound ves-
sels more than 300-gross tons 
and air traffic arriving in the 
Northeast and Central Florida.   

JMASTT leverages each 
agency’s expertise by fully 
integrating Coast Guard ves-
sel screening processes with 
CBP vessel and air vetting 
practices of crew, cargo and 
passengers. Subject vessels are 
targeted for appropriate inspec-
tions and control measures are 
instituted based on screening 
results.

Previously, the system of 
controlling vessel arrivals into 
the Port of Jacksonville was 

passive and vessels assumed 
permission to enter port unless 
specifically denied access 
by the Coast Guard or CBP.
JMASTT incorporates a pro-
cess for issuing vessel con-
trol numbers in the ports of 
Jacksonvi l le ,  Fernandina, 
Fla., and Port Canaveral, Fla., 
to indicate concurrent CBP 
and Coast Guard approval for 
vessel arrivals or departures.
JMASTT has effectively part-
nered with marine pilots in 
Fernandina, Jacksonville and 
Port Canaveral to provide an 
additional layer of protection 
against vessels entering port 
without a JMASTT issued con-
trol number.

JMASTT is a prototype ini-
tiative within the Department 
of Homeland Security that will 
eventually be incorporated at 
other ports nationwide.  Director 
Richard Quinn, CBP area port 
director and Capt. Paul Thomas, 
Coast Guard captain of the port, 
will be on hand to provide a 
tour of the new facility and will 
be available for interviews.
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HSL-44 Sponsors New Recruits

-Photo courtesy of HSL-44
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OCTOBER 11-13

DOWNTOWN
RIVERFRONT

Celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Navy Memorial

(904) 630-3690     www.makeascenedowntown.com

SaturdaySaturday, October, October 1111
Free tours aboard the USS Stephen W. Groves
8-11 a.m. & 1-4 p.m.
Northbank Riverfront behind the Hyatt Regency Hotel
Children under 18 years old must be accompanied by an adult.

SundaySunday, October, October 1212
Free tours aboard the USS Stephen W. Groves
8-11 a.m. & 1-4 p.m.
Northbank Riverfront behind the Hyatt Regency Hotel
Children under 18 years old must be accompanied by an adult.

MondayMonday, October, October 1313
Free tours aboard the USS Stephen W. Groves
8-11 a.m. & 1-4 p.m.
Northbank Riverfront behind the Hyatt Regency Hotel
Children under 18 years old must be accompanied by an adult.

Free Concert
Dennis DeYoung (of Styx), 8 p.m.
The Jacksonville Landing    Free admission
Come sail away with Dennis DeYoung in concert!
Interactive displays, children’s inflatables and more!

.

Live entertainment: Brian and Riptide, 4 p.m.
The Jacksonville Landing    Free admission
Interactive displays, children’s inflatables and more!

Navy Memorial Rededication Ceremony
10:30 a.m.
Southbank Riverfront behind the Riverplace Tower
Keynote speakers, military fly-bys and more!

Interactive Booths & Displays
9 a.m.- 4 p.m.   Northbank Riverwalk.

Interactive Booths & Displays
9 a.m.- 4 p.m.   Northbank Riverwalk. .

.
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Underwood CPOs Pinned
By Lt.j.g. Kristofer Tester

USS Underwood PAO
A ceremony was held on 

Sept. 16 in the CDS-14 confer-
ence room to pin the four new-
est Chief Petty Officers of USS 
Underwood (FFG 36). Hospital 
Corpsmen Chief Jeffrey Coslett, 
Electronics Technician Chief 
Carlos Garcia, Fire Control 
Chief Thomas Murphy, and 
Culinary Specialist  Chief 
Rolando Pablo were the new-
est members of the already out-
standing Chief’s Mess onboard 
Underwood.

With family, friends, and 
Shipmates in attendance, Cmdr. 
Wesley Smith, Commanding 

Officer of USS Underwood, 
charged his newest Chiefs with 
continuing the fine tradition of 
leadership already set forth by 
Underwood’s Mess. 

During the last six weeks the 
four Chiefs have spent many 
hours in preparation for accep-
tance into the 115 year old tra-
dition of the Chief Petty Officer. 
Events including community 
service, uniform inspections, 
and team building exercises 
were all completed in order to 
better prepare the Chiefs for 
their new roles as the prima-
ry deck plate leaders on board 
Underwood. The additional 
leadership and insight the four 

new Chiefs will bring to the 
Mess and deck plates around 
Underwood is sure to make a 
difference as the ship departs 
for a six month deployment 
in support of CNT Operations 
in the SOUTHCOM area of 
responsibility.

Klakring Navigates Exercise

-Photo by MC3 Stephen Tate
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Team Comes Together 
To Benefit Sailors

By Kaylee LaRocque
NAS Jax Deputy PAO

Travel Processing Center 
(TPC) Jacksonville was rec-
ognized Sept. 24 by NAS Jax 
Commanding Officer Capt. 
Jack Scorby Jr. for achieving a 
major milestone over the past 
two months. 

The center was recently inun-
dated with an inordinate amount 
of travel claims, was experienc-
ing downtime in computer sys-
tems and faced a reduction in 
manpower support. This result-
ed in a backlog of nearly 2,600 
travel claims that needed to be 
processed.

Realizing how critical the 
situation was, the call went 
out to Navy Pay and Personnel 
Support Center (NPPSC) ask-
ing for assistance for increased 
manpower support. “We sent 
out the call for help and NPPSC 
and TPC Jax pulled together 
a team comprised of military 
members and civilians from 
detachments at NAS Jax, NS 
Mayport, NSB Kings Bay, Ga., 
NAS Atlanta, Ga. The team was 
assembled, plan of action and 
milestones were implement-
ed and two 10-hour per day 
workshifts were implemented, 

including weekend operations 
to address the issue. The cohe-
siveness and enthusiasm by 
all involved was most impres-
sive and key in turning this 
trend around,” explained TPC 
Supervisor Joyce Edmonson. 
“Our team has been working 
overtime and night shifts to 
get caught up. As of today, we 
are down to 550 claims total 
in house, which means we are 
not under the Navy’s 30-day 
mandated turnaround time for 
all travel claim liquidation pro-
cesses. Our team is committed 
to delivering the best possible 
customer service to the warf-
ighter. Of course claims keep 
rolling in each day, but we are 
working diligently to streamline 
processes, communicate ineffi-
ciencies and eliminate unneces-
sary delays in travel processing 
and liquidation.”

“Thank you all for the tre-
mendous work you have done. 
I know how far behind we were 
with travel claims and the effort 
you have put into this. I know 
you have increased your daily 
production by 200 percent and 
that says a lot about the team-
work and energy at TPC Jax,” 
said Scorby, as he presented 

29 letters of appreciation to all 
involved in this operation. “You 
are all working to complete an 
important mission and taking 
care of Sailors because that’s 
what it’s all about. Everyone 
has a right to be paid and we 
all know what a hardship it can 
be if that doesn’t happen. So, 
I want to personally thank you 
for the outstanding job you have 
done.”

“This is definitely a job well 
done by everyone involved. 
We will continue to have 
surge teams trained and ready 
to respond should we experi-
ence an increase in future travel 
claim flows,” added Edmonson. 
“Our people are fantastic! They 
are hard workers and came 
together as a team and got these 
claims done. And, today is my 
birthday so getting recognized 
for our achievement is a great 
birthday gift.”

The TPC processes claims for 
a wide range of organizations 
in theater, including custom-
ers located in Florida; Georgia; 
Guantanamo Bay Cuba; Puerto 
Rico and for individual aug-
mentees serving abroad. 

-Photo by Kaylee LaRocque
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Government Travel 
Card Transition Begins
By MCSN Richard J. Two 

Bulls
Naval Media Center Public Affairs

In November the govern-
ment charge card vendor will 
change from Bank of America 
to Citibank.

This transition takes place 
Nov. 29.  Before then, Navy 
government charge card holders 
are encouraged to get with their 
command’s agency program 
coordinator (APC) to ensure all 
contact information including 
name, address, telephone num-
ber and Department of the Navy 
e-mail are up to date.

“[Navy personnel] need 
to ensure that they keep their 
point of contact information up 
to date,” said Edward Burke, a 
Navy contract support employ-
ee with the financial manage-
ment operations branch at the 

Washington Navy Yard.
“[Because] that’s going to be 

the information we are going to 
use for Citibank. So if you’re 
missing your card, it may be 
because your information is not 
updated.”

Navy personnel must also 
contact Citibank when they 
receive their cards to verify they 
have received it.

“[Contacting Citibank] lets 
us know that you have the card 
and how well we’re doing with 
the transition itself,” said Burke, 
“and at the same time it pre-
pares your card for activation 
for use when the transition actu-
ally occurs.”

Those traveling near or after 
the transition, will continue to 
use their Bank of America card 
until midnight Nov. 30.  They 
will use their new CitiBank 

card thereafter. There will also 
be small changes to the Defense 
Travel System (DTS).

“There are some changes in 
place right now that are going 
through DTS,” said Burke. 
“[These changes] are expected 
to essentially allow two cards 
to be in the system so that they 
can schedule travel on the new 
card as it gets closer to the date 
of the transition but still use the 
old card.”

Additional guidance will be 
released to help facilitate the 
transition.

In addition to talking with 
their commands’ APCs, Sailors 
can visit the Consolidated Card 
Program Management Division 
Web site at www.navsup.navy.
mil/ccpmd.

From MOAA
The Military Officers Association of 

America is open to all current and former 
Officers of the seven uniformed services. 

Prospective members may read about the 
Mayport Chapter,its work in supporting the 
Jacksonville Area USO, and in its recogni-
tion of ROTC Cadet programs, by going to 
mpmoaa.org. Our award winning newsletter 
“Highlights” is also available on line, along 
with a membership form. Initial memberships 
are Free for 2009 by joining now.

Our next Chapter meeting will be held on 
Oct. 12 at 12:30 p.m. in the Ocean Breeze 
Conference Center, NS Mayport featur-
ing “Doc Bear” a highly decorated Naval 
Corpsmen, who served in the bush as an FMF 
Combat Corpsmen. Doc wrote a best selling 
novel, “The Names Not On The Wall,” that is 
being used at VA Hospitals in PTSD Programs. 
To Make reservations go to mpmoaa.org, or 
call Ann Froehlich at 646-0944.

MOAA Assists Jax USO
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De Wert Intercepts 3.6 
Metric Tons of Cocaine
From USS De Wert Public Affairs

While on patrol in the Eastern Pacific Ocean, 
units assigned to the U.S. Navy’s 4th Fleet and 
the U.S. Coast Guard intercepted a fishing vessel 
carrying over three metric tons of cocaine Sept. 
20.

The combined team of USS De Wert (FFG 
45), with embarked helicopter Anti-Submarine 
Squadron Light 46 Detachment 1, and U.S. Coast 
Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) 
101 intercepted the fishing vessel in a nighttime 
interdiction, capturing seven suspected narcotics 
smugglers and the large cargo of cocaine with an 
estimated import value of $96 million. 

While De Wert was coming alongside the fish-
ing vessel experienced a mechanical problem and 
LEDET 101 and De Wert’s Rescue and Assistance 
Team were deployed to render assistance and to 
ensure the safety of the vessel’s crew. Subsequent 
to the rendering of assistance, a search of the 
vessel revealed 145 bales of cocaine. The narcot-
ics were seized under the authority of the Coast 
Guard LEDET.

This seizure comes just a week after Sailors 
from USS McInerney (FFG 8) and LEDET 404, 
in conjunction with Patrol Squadron 26, inter-
cepted a self-propelled semi submersible in the 
Eastern Pacific Ocean carrying over seven metric 
tons of cocaine. 

The coordinated actions of the U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Coast Guard, and Joint Interagency Task Force-
South (JIATF-S) were instrumental to the suc-
cessful interdiction of narcotics.

De Wert, homeported in Mayport, Fla., is 
deployed in Latin America under the operational 
control of U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/ 
U.S. 4th Fleet, conducting counter illicit traffick-
ing operations in support of JIATF-South, U.S. 
law enforcement and participating nations drug 
control policy. 

De Wert is also supporting the U.S. Maritime 
Strategy by conducting theater security coopera-
tion events, such as community relation projects 
Project Handclasp distributions, in the Caribbean 
and Latin America.  

CDS 40, Farragut Lend
Helping ‘Handclasp’
By MCSN (SW) Shanika L. 

Futrell
CDS 40

Guided-missile destroyer 
USS Farragut (DDG 99) along 
with Commander Destroyer 
S q u a d r o n  F O U R  Z E R O 
(COMDESRON 40) Sailors 
participated in a Community 
Relations (COMREL) project 
and Project Hand Clasp deliv-
ery (PH), Sept. 16-17, during a 
Theater Security Cooperation 
visit in Martinique, FDF.

During the PH delivery, 10 
volunteers spent the day inter-
acting with children at recess 
after delivering donations to the 
Kerly’s Seventh Day Adventist 
Primary School.

CDS 40 staff and Farragut 
Sailors donated two pallets to 
the school,, including hygiene 
items and toys for the students. 
The toy pallet included various 
amount of toys such as skate-
boards, whirl twirlers, roller 
blades, helmets and more. The 
hygiene pallet included items 
such as soap, medicine, and 
baby bath wash.  The significant 
action of this delivery was that 
the students were going to take 
the delivery and bring it to vari-
ous orphanages on the island.

“The Project Handclasp made 
me cry,” said Aerographer’s 

Mate Airman Apprentice Steven 
Bell.  “The kids sang to us, 
they showed us a slide of the 
school’s history, and the stu-
dents were delighted to see us, 
we played with them at their 
recess time, we ate some food 
that was provided by the school 
and we signed their notebooks.”

CDS 40 staff and Farragut 
Sailors also volunteered for a 
COMREL at the Full Gospel of 
the Holy Spirit Church where 
they painted and upgraded 
numerous offices and walls of 
the church.

“I  enjoyed helping out 
the minister and his [congre-
gation],” said Electronics 
Technician 2nd Class Thane 
Sheets. “I put a lot of pride in 
to my painting, knowing that 
people attend here for Sunday 
morning service it has to look 
presentable and non-distract-
ing.”

Sonar Technician (Surface) 
1st Class David Pettys said that 
collectively they have changed 
the lives of thousands of chil-
dren and may be even a few of 
themselves.

“It’s our selfless hard work 
that brings a smile to a child’s 
face,” said Pettys. “We have 
participated in 21 different proj-
ects over the past 6 months.

Mostly schools a few orphan-
ages, one elderly lady’s home, 
hospitals and churches.  Many 
fond memories have been made; 
who could forget the wonderful 
food that some of our gracious 
hosts prepared for us, the chil-
dren helping us paint in Rio, 
the Captain losing at foosball 
in Montevideo to the children, 
the ocean view at the school in 
Talcahuano, the Principal at St. 
Lucia and the children singing 
for us in St. Lucia and in Fort de 
France. This part of the deploy-
ment made it all worthwhile.”

The COMREL and PH were 
held in support of Partnership 
of the Americas 2008 (POA 
08), a US Southern Command 
(SOUTHCOM) sponsored 
engagement operation held 
annually throughout South 
America, Central America, and 
the Caribbean. Farragut sup-
ports U.S. Southern Command 
objectives for enhanced mari-
time security, which highlights 
interoperability and coopera-
tion between U.S. and part-
ner nation’s maritime forces 
through a variety of exercises 
and events.

Farragut Connects  
To Martinique 
Through Sports
By MCSN (SW) Shanika L. 

Futrell
CDS 40 

Guided-missile destroyer 
USS Farragut (DDG 99) and 
Fort de France, Martinique’s 
French military personnel par-
ticipated in a sports day at the 
French Naval Base Sept. 17. 

The soccer and basketball 
games afforded both military 
personnel with the ability to 
have fun with a different coun-
try and enjoy time with one 
another outside of work.

In the soccer match there 
were six different teams, and 
the Farragut Sailors came in 3rd 
and 4th place.

“Our soccer team was split 
into two, because we had so 
many players,” said Boatswain’s 
Mate 3rd Class Casey Lima.

“Both of our teams showed 
initiative, to give the French 
some good competition and we 
all enjoyed the time we spent 
together through our games and 
in the breaks.”

During the basketball game, 
the Farragut crew was also split 
into two teams.

“We won all of the games 
against  the French,” said 

Operations Specialist 3rd Class 
Rayvohn Wallace.  “When 
it came time to play against 
each other we split the teams 
into ‘old school’ against ‘new 
school.’ The old school won, 
but you know both teams placed 
in the top two.”

The soccer and basket-
ball match was held during 
Farragut’s deployment in sup-
port of Partnership of Americas 
2 0 0 8  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h 
America, Central America, and 
the Caribbean. Farragut sup-
ports U.S. Southern Command 
objectives for enhanced mari-
time security, which highlights 
interoperability and coopera-
tion between U.S. and part-
ner nation’s maritime forces 
through a variety of exercises 
and events.

Farragut has held sports days 
with many nations during her 
Theater Security Cooperation 
(TSC) event in Martinique. TSC 
is designed to build relation-
ships and enhance the opera-
tional readiness of the partici-
pating forces.
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From FFSC
The following classes and 

activities are offered by the 
Fleet and Family Support 
Center (FFSC) and are free 
of charge. Pre-registration is 
required and childcare is not 
available. For more information 
about the classes or to register 
call 270-6600, ext. 110. FFSC 
is located in Building One on 
Massey Avenue.

Oct. 2, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct. 2, 9-12p.m., New Parent 
Support Playgroup, USO

Parents and children together 
meet to share parenting con-
cerns, ideas, and fun!  The 
group invites professionals to 
address specific areas of con-
cern such as nutrition, toilet 
training, etc.  We even take field 
trips several times a year to 
local parks, museums and play-
grounds.  This group is designed 
for moms new to the area or 
moms who want their child to 
interact with other children their 
child’s age.

Oct. 2, 9-11 a.m., Smooth 
Move, FFSC

This workshop is designed 
for inexperienced, as well as 
experienced military members 
on permanent change of station 
(PCS) orders.  The Personal 
Property Shipping Office will 
provide information on how to 
deal with movers and personal 
property entitlements.  The trav-
el section of Personnel Support 
Detachment (PSD) will pres-
ent a section on travel pay and 
allowances.  FFSC staff will 
discuss the emotional cycles of 
relocation, budgeting for a PCS 
move and provide some strate-
gies for families.

Overseas Living is a class 
designed to prepare you for liv-
ing in new and different setting.  
This class will provide helpful 
information about living on the 

economy to dealing with poten-
tial terrorist activities. You will 
have a chance to understand the 
emotional cycles of overseas 
living to making this tour the 
best part of your Navy career.  
Specific information about visas 
and absentee voting will be dis-
cussed.

Oct. 3, 9-11 a.m., Car Buying 
Tips, FFSC

Oct. 6, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
FERP-Career Preparation, 
FFSC

Oct. 6-9, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., TAP 
Retiree Workshop, Building 1 
Room 104

Oct. 7, 9-11a.m., Parenting 
Class, FFSC

The  p rogram i s  based 
on Dinkmeyer & McKay’s  
Sys t ema t i c  Tra in ing  fo r 
Effective Parenting (STEP).  
The program is designed to 
assist you and your family put 
into practice the skills learned 
in the class.  Specific parenting 
skills that are discussed as well 
as the challenges that are faced 
by all families.

Oct. 7, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

O c t .  7 ,  n o o n - 4  p . m . , 
Leadership Life Skills For E4 & 
Below, Base Chapel

O c t .  8 ,  9  a . m . - n o o n , 
Tottletyme Playgroup, USO

Oct. 9, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct. 9, 9-12p.m., New Parent 
Support Playgroup, USO

Parents and children together 
meet to share parenting con-
cerns, ideas, and fun!  The 
group invites professionals to 
address specific areas of con-
cern such as nutrition, toilet 
training, etc.  We even take field 
trips several times a year to 
local parks, museums and play-
grounds.  This group is designed 
for moms new to the area or 
moms who want their child to 

interact with other children their 
child’s age.

O c t .  1 0 ,  9 - 1 1  a . m . , 
Considerat ions for  Home 
Buying, FFSC

Oct. 14, 9-11a.m., Parenting 
Class, FFSC

The  p rogram i s  based 
on Dinkmeyer & McKay’s  
Sys t ema t i c  Tra in ing  fo r 
Effective Parenting (STEP).  
The program is designed to 
assist you and your family put 
into practice the skills learned 
in the class.  Specific parenting 
skills that are discussed as well 
as the challenges that are faced 
by all families.

Oct. 14, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct .  15 ,  9  a .m. -noon , 
Tottletyme Playgroup, USO

Oct. 15, 8-11:30 a.m., Stress 
Management, Wellness Center

Oct. 15-17, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Ombudsman Basic Training, 
NETC Building 1388

Oct. 16, 9-12p.m., New 
Parent Support Playgroup, USO

Parents and children together 
meet to share parenting con-
cerns, ideas, and fun!  The 
group invites professionals to 
address specific areas of con-
cern such as nutrition, toilet 
training, etc.  We even take field 
trips several times a year to 
local parks, museums and play-
grounds.  This group is designed 
for moms new to the area or 
moms who want their child to 
interact with other children their 
child’s age.

Oct. 16, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct. 17, 9-11 a.m., Credit 
Report, FFSC

Oct. 20-23, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
TAP Separatee Workshop, 
Building 1 Room 104

Oct. 20, 8:30-9:45 a.m., 
FERP-Operat ion Re/Max, 
FFSC

Oct. 20, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Conversational English for 
Military Spouses, FFSC

Oct. 21, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Leadership Life Skills for E5 & 
E6, Base Chapel

Oct. 21, 9-11a.m., Parenting 
Class, FFSC

The  p rogram i s  based 
on Dinkmeyer & McKay’s  
Sys t ema t i c  Tra in ing  fo r 
Effective Parenting (STEP).  
The program is designed to 
assist you and your family put 
into practice the skills learned 
in the class.  Specific parenting 
skills that are discussed as well 
as the challenges that are faced 
by all families.

Oct. 21, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct. 23, 9-12p.m., New 
Parent Support Playgroup, USO

Parents and children together 
meet to share parenting con-
cerns, ideas, and fun!  The 
group invites professionals to 
address specific areas of con-
cern such as nutrition, toilet 
training, etc.  We even take field 
trips several times a year to 
local parks, museums and play-
grounds.  This group is designed 
for moms new to the area or 
moms who want their child to 
interact with other children their 
child’s age.

Oct. 23 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct .  22 ,  9  a .m. -noon , 
Tottletyme Playgroup, USO

Oct. 23, 8-11 a.m., Anger 
Management, FFSC

What does anger do for you?  
Communicate for you?  Keep 

people at a safe distance from 
you?  Keep you in charge?   For 
many people, anger serves them 
many uses, but all too often, 
it is at a high cost…usually of 
relationships, unhappiness in 
the workplace, and a general 
feeling of disdain.   If you want 
to be able to break out of the 
“get angry/get even” syndrome, 
come to this class.  Participants 
learn how anger and judgment 
are related, about irrational 
beliefs and faulty self-talk, what 
“E + R = O” means, and the 
roles of stress and forgiveness 
in anger.

O c t .  2 4 ,  9 - 1 1  a . m . , 
Establishing A Sound Budget, 
FFSC

Oct. 24, 9 a.m.-noon, What 
About The Kids?, FFSC

Children who witness fam-
ily violence are often forgot-
ten as the unintended victims. 
A wide range of child adjust-
ment problems has been found 
to be associated with exposure 
to domestic violence. Parent’s 
need to see and understand the 
effects of domestic violence 
on children as encompassing 
behavior, emotion, development 
and socialization. Parents need 
to understand that there is an 
intergenerational cycle of vio-
lence and they may be creat-
ing a legacy for their child of 
learned violent behavior. The 
purpose of this program is not 
to shame parents for events 
that have already happen, but 
to instill hope that things can 
change. The knowledge that the 
violence, which many parents 
incorrectly believe is unseen 
by their children, is negative-

ly impacting their children’s 
growth and development and 
may provide an additional moti-
vator for ending the violence 
and seeking intervention.

Oc t .  27 ,  1 -2 :30  p .m . , 
FERP- Federal Employment 
Opportunities, FFSC

Oct. 27, 2:45-4 p.m., FERP- 
Starting Your Own Business 
Opportunities, FFSC

Oct. 28, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct .  28 ,  9  a .m. -noon , 
Tottletyme Playgroup, USO

Oct. 28, 1-4 p.m., Leadership 
Life Skills for E7 & Above, 
Building 1, Room 104

Oct. 29, 6-7 p.m., IA Family 
Discussion Group, USO

Oct. 30, 9-11 a.m., Resume 
Walk-in Review Assistance, 
FFSC

Oct. 30, 9-12p.m., New 
Parent Support Playgroup, USO

Parents and children together 
meet to share parenting con-
cerns, ideas, and fun!  The 
group invites professionals to 
address specific areas of con-
cern such as nutrition, toilet 
training, etc.  We even take field 
trips several times a year to 
local parks, museums and play-
grounds.  This group is designed 
for moms new to the area or 
moms who want their child to 
interact with other children their 
child’s age.

Oct. 30, 9-11 a.m., Overseas 
Living, FFSC

FFSC Workshops, Class Schedules Set

Reaching Out
The following are just a sam-

ple of volunteer opportunities 
available through NS Mayport 
and Volunteer Jacksonville. 
For more information, call NS 
Mayport volunteer coordinator 
CS1 Hopkins at 237-5808 or 
270-5373 or Dianne Parker at 
542-5380 or you can immedi-
ately sign-up online for oppor-
tunities using www.volunteer 
gatewayjacksonville.org. 

Jacksonville Zoo
The Jacksonville Zoo is ask-

ing for volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed to educate varied 
audiences about the natural 
world, teach conservation mes-
sages, beautify the grounds, 
assist guests in various areas 
of the park, input data, lend 
a hand in animal care areas, 
answer questions, drive trains 
and enhance guests’ experienc-
es. You provide the interest and 
enthusiasm, and the zoo will 
provide the training. Scheduling 
is flexible. Volunteers receive 
special discounts, free admis-
sion, newsletters and special 
programs only available to 
employees and volunteers. Take 
this opportunity to meet oth-
ers who share your interests in 
the animal kingdom. New Adult 
Volunteer Orientations are 
held at the Pepsico Foundation 
Education Campus.  All inter-
ested personnel please CS1 
Hopkins or call 270-5373 for 
more information. 

YMCA of Jacksonville
YMCA of Jacksonville is 

looking for volunteers for their 
outreach programs geared 
towards males.  For more 
information, contact Terra 
Herzberger at 265-1820.

Children’s Home Society of 
Florida

Children’s Home Society of 
Florida is getting ready to per-
manently place seven or eight 
children in loving homes within 
the next couple weeks.  Seeking 
children’s furniture. Contact 
Nick Geinosky at 904-493-
7738.

Homeless Pet Shelter
Jacksonville Homeless Pet 

Shelter seeks volunteers. The 
new Homeless Pet Shelter is 
seeking help at a Temporary 
Clinic on surgery days.  Days 
and hours  vary.  Contact 
dlfields@bellsouth.net.

St Augustine Amphitheatre 
Seeks Volunteers

St. Augustine Amphitheatre 
seeks volunteers to be used as 
ushers, checking tickets, and 
pointing out seats. As a volun-
teer, you get to see the entire 
show.  For more information, 
contact Lisa Tomkins at 209-

3750.
Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Mentoring
Big Brothers Big Sisters is 

providing an in-school men-
toring program at Mayport 
Elementary School.  Little 
Brothers and Sisters are needed 
just as much as Big Brothers 
and Sisters! If you are interested 
in this opportunity, please visit 
our website for more informa-
tion: www.usojax.com

Navy-Marine Corp Relief 
Society Needs You

The Navy Marine Corp Relief 
Society is in need of Volunteers 
to give a couple of hours of 
their time each week to help 
others in need. The mission of 
the Navy-Marine Corp Relief 
Society is to provide emergency 
financial help and educational 
assistance to members of the 
Naval Services - active, retired, 
and family members - when 
in need: to assist them achieve 
financial self-sufficiency and 
to find solutions to emergent 
requirements. Navy-Marine 
Corp Relief Society firmly 
believes in personal financial 
responsibility.  By helping the 
service member and family 
through difficult times and by 
assisting them to develop their 
own problem solving capabili-
ties, they will achieve financial 
stability, increase self-worth 
and reduce the need for future 
financial assistance. Without 
their volunteers, the Society 
could not meet the needs of so 
many.  If you are interested in 
volunteering and would like 
more information, contact Bill 
Kennedy at 270-5418, 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m., Monday-Friday.

St. Johns County Habitat For 
Humanity Needs Volunteers!

Habitat for Humanity is 
in need for volunteers every 
Friday and Saturday to help 
build homes in St. Augustine. 
No skill is necessary. Must be 
16 or older. They are starting 
a new home every month and 
need help on the construction 
site. Please call 826-3252 ext. 
2006 to sign up.

Lea’s Place 
Lea’s Place is a volunteer 

program, on-call 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week to help the 
Department of Children and 
Families take care of children 
who have been removed from 
abusive or neglectful situa-
tions or who have been aban-
doned. Volunteers assist Child 
Protective Investigators with 
feeding, bathing and playing 
with the children. They may 
also assist in the clothes clos-
et, providing the children with 

clean clothing. 360-7091.
I.M. Sulzbacher Center for 

the Homeless
Volunteering at the I.M. 

Sulzbacher Center for the 
Homeless The I.M. Sulzbacher 
Center for the Homeless serves 
more than 1,000 well-balanced, 
nutritious and delicious meals 
per day, every day of the year. 
These meals are prepared and 
served with the help of more 
than 100 civic, religious and 
business organizations from 
the Jacksonville community. 
Annually, these Volunteer Meal 
Groups provide over one hun-
dred thousand dollars in support 
and more than 13,000 hours of 
volunteer time. Serving meals at 
the Center is a fun and feel-good 
way to give back to the commu-
nity. For information about vol-
unteering at the I.M. Sulzbacher 
Center for the Homeless call 
904.394.1356. Also, see www.
imshomelesscenter.org/volun-
teers.html

Dignity U Wear
Volunteers are needed to help 

process clothing in order to 
fulfill the needs of our clients. 
Volunteers are needed Monday 
thru Friday 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday. They 
also can help raise awareness 
of our mission, introducing us 
and our cause to their friends. 
Contact a Michelle Charron at 
(904) 636-9455 for information 
on volunteering.

Children’s Home Society 
Children’s Home Society 

(CHS) has been providing 
services to children and their 
families since 1902. Started in 
Jacksonville, CHS is a state-
wide non-profit agency provid-
ing services such as foster care, 
adoption, child abuse preven-
tion, group shelters, and mentor-
ing. CHS’s MODEL (Mentors 
Opening Doors Enriching 
Lives) Program matches vol-
unteers with children ages 4-
18 who have a parent incarcer-
ated in prison. We are seeking 
volunteers that will commit 
to a minimum of one hour per 
week for one year with a child. 
Volunteers need to be at least 21 
years old and complete an inter-
view and background screening. 
We provide training and ongo-
ing support for all volunteers. 
Volunteers build a friendship 
with a child while engaging in 
community activites such as 
going to the library, beach, park, 
or playing sports. For anyone 
interested in additional infor-
mation or becoming a mentor, 
please contact Christine Small 
at 904-493-7747.
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