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2002 CHINFO Award Winner

Romance At 
Mayport NEX

Valentine’s Day on Feb. 
14 is fast approaching. Visit 
your Navy Exchange Mayport 
Flower Shop for a wide selec-
tion of Valentine’s arrange-
ments, bouquets, balloons, 
plush animals, and candy to 
show how much you care. 
Find that  special  some-
thing for that special some-
one. We deliver throughout 
Jacksonville, on base, and the 
Beaches. Shop early for the 
best selection and to beat the 
rush.

FTD is available for flow-
er delivery across the United 
States and worldwide. FTD 
Valentine’s Day delivery 
orders accepted through Feb. 
13.

The Flower Shop is open 
daily from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Please call 242-3257 for more 
information.

Get Help To 
Stop Smoking

Tobacco Cessation Classes 
will start on Feb. 9.  The class 
runs from 9-11 a.m. for four 
consecutive Wednesdays.  
The class is open to active 
duty and dependent adults.  
Call  270-5251 for more 
information.   We are locat-
ed at Building 2050, beside 
Surfside Fitness.

Wear Red To Fight 
Heart Disease

NBHC Mayport’s Health 
Promotion by the Ocean staff 
will hand out red ribbons and 
set up a Heart Health Display 
on Feb. 13 from 10 a.m.-
noon in NBHC Mayport’s 
main lobby by the pharmacy.  
Blood pressure screening will 
be offered at this time.  Clinic 
staff will be wearing red rib-
bons in February in support of 
this campaign.  Call 270-5251 
for more information.

Good Grades 
Rewarded At NEX

Paying for a child’s educa-
tion can be a daunting task.  
Let your Navy Exchange 
make it easier for you through 
its A-OK Student Reward 
Program.  Four times per 
school year, four students will 
win a drawing for a $5,000, 
$3,000 $2,000 or $1,000 U.S. 
savings bond, denominations 
at maturity.  The next draw-
ing will be held at the end of 
February 2008.

Any eligible full-time stu-
dent that has a B-grade point 
average equivalent or better, 
as determined by their school 
system, may enter the draw-
ing.  Eligible students include 
dependent children of active 
duty  mil i tary  members , 
reservists and military retirees 
enrolled in first through 12th 
grade.

To enter the drawings, stop 
by your Navy Exchange with 
your current report card and 
have a Navy Exchange asso-
ciate verify your minimum 
grade average.  Then fill out 
your entry card and obtain 
your A-OK ID.  

Get	In	The	Cab!
Mayport Introduces ‘Club 2000’
From MWR

Naval Station Mayport and 
MWR have launched a new 
program geared to keep drink-
ing and driving separate.

“Club 2000” will  allow 
Sailors assigned to Mayport and 
its tenant commands to get a 
free taxi cab ride home as an 
alternative to driving under the 
influence.

Sailors can get rides from 
any bar, club, lounge or private 

residence within five counties - 
Duval, Clay, Baker, Nassau, and 
St. Johns. 

To participate in the free 
program, Sailors must call the 
Naval Station Mayport OOD 
Office at (904) 270-5401.  

OOD will provided a taxi ride, 
paid for by MWR Mayport, to 
your home within the same five 
counties.  The cab will take you 
to your home, not to another 
party or drinking establishment.  

This program is extended to 
cover all authorized patrons, 
including civilians, of the Naval 
Station Mayport clubs.  The 
club bartender can call the OOD 
to arrange transportation.

Alcohol consumption, in 
general, can be a health hazard 
especially in cases of over con-
sumption.  Additionally, alco-
hol can be a very real danger 
to both the driver and innocent 
bystanders when mixed with 

driving.
Naval  S ta t ion  Maypor t 

strongly discourages the overin-
dulgence of alcohol, but recog-
nizes there will always be a few 
who may occasionally abuse 
alcohol.

Sailors will be required to 
present valid military ID to the 
taxi driver, as well as their last 
name, command and destination 
for billing purposes only.

Mayport endorsed program is 

not a means to label individuals 
as alcohol abusers; instead, it is 
designed to help them in a time 
of need.

The program is simply this 
command’s way of ensuring 
the safety of its most valu-
able assets - the military men 
and women of Naval Station 
Mayport.  For more information 
on the Club 2000 program, call 
CMC at 270-5688.

Touching Lives Around The World

-Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente
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Expect
Delays
At Gate
From Staff

Traffic flow through Naval 
Station Mayport’s Main Gate 
will be modified again starting 
today (Feb. 7).

The new modificiation is 
expected to last through Feb. 
22 with both inbound and out-
bound traffic lanes reduced to 
one lane each from 5-8 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

During this phase of con-
struction, the Edwards Gate will 
be open to inbound traffic only 
from 5-8 a.m. to allow for a 
second lane of traffic to be open 
during the morning traffic rush.

Main Gate is currently under-
going construction to upgrade 
the sentry post and other anti-
terrorism, force protection 
issues.

“We are striving to complete 
the new Main Gate and upon 
completion, traffic relief will 
be seen,” said NS Mayport 
Commanding Officer in a base-
wide message. “Due to expect-
ed congestion at the Main Gate, 
all personnel are requested to 
make maximum use of the back 
gate [Gate 5] and Hanna Park 
[Seminole] Gate during peak 
rush hours both inbound and 
outbound.”

See Gate, Page 10

Farragut Sailor Aids
Wounded JSO Officer

By Bill Austin   
Staff

Quick action of a USS 
Farragut Sailor helped save 
the life of a police officer shot 
at close range by a Glock-tot-
ing teenage shoplifter near the 
Regency Mall.

The teen, wearing stolen 
pants and shirt, was killed by 
the officer in a flurry of return 
gun fire.

Police identified the sus-
pect killed as 18-year-old 
Joel Abner. The other sus-
pect, 20-year-old Christopher 
Smith, is currently in custody.
The incident happened last week 
in the evening of Feb. 2 after 
mall security alerted two off-
duty JSO officers to two shop-
lifting suspects who tussled with 
mall security and fled the scene.
Two JSO off-duty officers, Jared 
Reston, and Chris Brown, took 
over the situation and as Brown 
was getting the first shoplifting 
suspect Smith apprehended, his 
18 year old accomplice Abner 
bolted.

 “I was driving by the mall 
and I saw a police officer chas-
ing someone across the park-
ing lot,” said Gunner’s Mate 1st

Class Juan Gallegos. The USS 
Farragut Sailor said that his 
first reaction to the scene being 

played out before his eyes was 
to help the police officer.

“I pulled the car over and got 
out. My intent was to tackle the 
guy [Reston] was chasing,” said 
Gallegos.

The intent to help was stopped 
short when bullets began to fly. 

“I was within just a few yards 
away from him when the guy 
turned around and started shoot-
ing the cop with a Glock,” said 
Gallegos.

Gallegos said he watched the 
officer fall to the ground, and 
Abner walked over and began 
shooting him at close range, 
unloaded several rounds.

“[Abner] hit the officer in 

the face, chest and thigh,” said 
Gallegos, who related that while 
this was going on, he reached 
for his own weapon that he usu-
ally wears as a Gunner’s Mate 
on the ship.  “I reached for it 
and of course it wasn’t there 
because I wasn’t in uniform. It 
was just an instinct move, and I 
was freaking out and time kind 
of froze during all this.”

Gallegos said he witnessed 
Reston return fire on Abner, 
killing him on the spot. 

“Somehow the officer man-
aged to get up and fatally shoot 
that guy. That’s when I called 
911 and reported that an officer 
was down.”

Soon after the call, police and 
ambulance responded to the 
scene to treat Officer Reston, 
who according to police, was 
shot six times in the face, chest 
and legs. He is currently listed 
in serious condition. 

“All of us on board are 
extremely proud of Petty 
Officer Gallegos, but not at all 
surprised.  His actions reflect 
the strong character and dedi-
cation which we witness in 
him daily,” said Farragut 
Commanding Officer, Cmdr. 
Scott E. Dugan. “He performed 

New Phil Sea 
CO Takes Helm

By Ensign 
Patrick Shelton

USS Philippine Sea PAO
Capt. Gary R. Parriott 

relieved Capt. Kim. A. Parker 
as commanding officer of the 
guided-missile cruiser USS 
Philippine Sea (CG-58) in 
ceremonies held on board the 
ship on Jan. 17.

Parriott comes to Philippine 
Sea after last serving as chief 
of staff for the Enterprise 
St r ike  Group.  Pr ior  to 
that, he commanded Mine 
Countermeasure (MCM) 
rotational crews on board 
USS Warrior (MCM-10) and 
USS Dextrous (MCM-13).  
He also commanded USS 
McClusky (FFG-41) for two 
counter narcotics deploy-
ments.

His other sea tours include 
missions as missile officer 
and 1st Lieutenant aboard 
USS England (CG 22); a per-
sonal exchange tour with the 
Royal Navy onboard HMS 
Danae (F-47); and as com-
bat systems officer on USS 
Rodney M. Davis (FFG-60).

Parriott’s other assign-
ments include tours with 
the Army Command and 
General Staff College, N81 at 
OPNAV in Washington D.C., 

and the Missile Defense 
Agency. He holds a Master’s 
degree in Physics from the 
Naval Postgraduate School 
and graduated in 1984 from 
Iowa State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Physics.

Parker leaves Philippine 
Sea and takes on his next 
duty assignment at Special 
O p e r a t i o n s  C o m m a n d 
(SOCOM), MacDill  Air 
Force Base, Tampa, Fla.

Made up of more than 
5,000 Sailors and Marines, 
the NASSG projects sea 
power ashore by maintain-
ing the capability of landing 
amphibious forces by heli-
copters, amphibious track 
vehicles, air cushion landing 
craft, and assault craft when-
ever and wherever the need 
arises.

Fire Department Warns Of  Housing Hazards, Page 10
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See JSO, Page 12
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Chapel Call
Command Chaplain:
Cmdr. Phil Wyrick

SUNDAY
Sunday School.....................9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship............10:30 a.m.
Protestant Baptism.......As requested

TUESDAY
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)......
.....9:30 a.m.
(First and third Tuesday of the month) 
Nursery is provided.

WEDNESDAY
Women’s Bible Study........9:30 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal......................7 p.m.

FRIDAY
Catholic Mass..................11:30 a.m.
Confessions............................7 p.m.

SATURDAY
Men’s Prayer Breakfast..........9 a.m.
Youth Group ..........................6 p.m.

(Second and Fourth Saturdays
of month)

Catholic Services:
Sunday Masses.......................9 a.m.
Confession.......Before and after mass
Religious Education...........10:30 a.m.

BAPTISMS
Please call 270-5212 to arrange a 
Baptism class.

SERVICES
For shipboard and Waterfront 
Services, call 270-5403. Personnel of 
other faiths seeking contact with spe-
cific religious groups should call the 
Chaplain’s Office at 270-5212.
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CO Column
More changes are coming to 

our traffic and just a warning 
to everyone, the Main gate traf-
fic patterns will change several 
times a day to accommodate 
traffic from February 7-22. We 
have enacted several changes 
to help us get through this with 
as little pain as possible.  More 
details are in this addition of the 
Mirror and have been sent out 
to all commands through mes-
sage traffic.  Once the construc-
tion is over in June, we will 
have the flexibility to have up to 
four lanes going in or out of the 
base. Please watch your speed 
and be courteous to vehicles in 
already in line - I’ve never quite 
understood why some people 
think it is appropriate to pass 
people already in line and then 
cut in front of another car.

I’d like to thank Ms. Kandi 
Debus for serving as the Naval 
Station Ombudsman Assembly 

Chair last year and her untir-
ing energy that she devoted to 
this base. She and the rest of 
all base ombudsmen help us 
in so many ways that we can 
never thank them enough.  I’d 
like to welcome and congratu-
late Julie Dixon as the new 
Assembly Chair. Julie comes to 

us with significant experience 
and remarkable successes in 
previous commands.  If you are 
interested in getting involved in 
the Ombudsman program, con-
tact Sam Rayburn at FFSC at 
270-6600 ext. 142. 

I received reports in the last 
week that many personnel driv-
ing through Hanna Park to enter 
the base through Seminole Gate 
have been speeding. I endorsed 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office 
to monitor traffic and issue tick-
ets.  The speed limit throughout 
Hanna Park is 25 mph. We have 
had some very close calls with 
park visitors that were walk-
ing, cycling, or driving their 
vehicles. That goes for on base 
too, and please keep a close eye 
on our crosswalks and stay off 
those cell phones.

The weeks are passing by 
faster than ever and exams begin 
in one month. Don’t forget to 

go to PSD to sign your work-
sheets and stick to a study plan 
and make time for it everyday. 
Advancement means more cash 
in your pocket, more respect 
and better opportunities in your 
rate. No matter how difficult it 
is to advance within your rate, 
never stop trying. All the effort 
is worth it.

The Naval Station Mayport 
Diversity Team will be celebrat-
ing Black History Month Feb. 
27 at the Oasis Galley and has 
requested your help to gather 
artifacts, historical pictures, 
or any other items that would 
be appropriate for this obser-
vance.  If you would like to 
see these items displayed and 
share their story with the others, 
please contact NC1 Grindstaff, 
Command Career Counselor, at 
270-7068/7387 or bring them in 
to Bldg. 460.

MWR has started a new 

program called Club 2000 to 
provide Sailors with a no-ques-
tions-asked taxi ride to prevent 
Sailors from driving after drink-
ing. Previously, a similar pro-
gram provided this through the 
command, however, the Sailor 
had to pay back the command 
for the taxi ride. This situa-
tion presented some hesitation 
from Sailors to take advantage 
of the old program because of 
the fear of repercussions from 
the command. Club 2000 pro-
vides Sailors with a free taxi 
ride with no repercussions at 
all from anyone. It is paid for 
and sponsored by our MWR. 
This is no excuse to go out and 
get drunk and abuse the pro-
gram, it is purely to prevent 
loss-of-life and help our ship-
mates.  Cards will be distrib-
uted to Commands and if you 
don’t have a card, call the Naval 
Station Quarterdeck. 

We have several VIP visits 
coming down the pike, and I 
just want to remind everyone 
to keep the base looking sharp. 
Our base services do a remark-
able job but we need to help out 
whenever we can. Walking past 
thrown trash is just as bad as 
throwing it yourself.

Keep those great suggestions 
coming, remember, your con-
cerns are my concerns. I’ll give 
you an example of how your 
inputs help us all - a few days 
ago, someone pointed out to me 
that all the lights in the gym 
parking lot were not working.  
All of us who could have fixed 
it had not noticed we had the 
problem.  It was fixed the very 
next day along with several 
other areas that were starting to 
get in the dark.  Contact me at 
aaron.bowman@navy.mil 
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CREDO Corner
By Cmdr. 

Jon C. Fredrickson
Director, Spiritual Fitness Center 
Southeast

George Bernard Shaw once 
wrote, “People are always 
blaming their circumstances for 
being what they are. The people 
who get on in this world are 
the people who get up and look 
for the circumstances they want, 
and if they can’t find them, 
make them.”

That, of course, is easier said 
than done.

Yet some of us occasion-
ally find ourselves stuck.  We 
lament that if only the weather 
were better, people were friend-

lier, there were more job oppor-
tunities, less traffic, and the 
morning sun didn’t shine on the 
wrong side of the house, then, 
we’d probably be happy right 
where we are. 

We tell ourselves and any-
one else who will listen that the 
problem is there is too much 
pressure here, too many frus-
trations and irritations.  The 
answers seems simple enough 
- move to another house or city, 
or even another country.

Whether we want to admit it 
or not, many of us joined mili-
tary service because we were 
running away from something.  
Maybe at the time we told our-

selves that we were running 
to something, but some of us 
found ourselves jumping from 
a pot into the fire.  I’d like a 
dollar for every time a Sailor or 
Marine has said to me that their 
recruiter lied to them.  Being 
the wonderfully caring counsel-
or that I am, I always respond to 
this insight by saying, “Yes, it 
snows in Minnesota in the win-
ter, rains in Texas in the sum-
mer, and recruiters do at times 
leave out some important details 
about life in uniform—like the 
fact that it can often time be 
bone-crushing hard.” 

No one wants to hear the line, 
“Life is hard, get used to it.”  

Yet, the exit from difficult does 
not exist, and when we think 
that we can fix the problem by 
simply changing locations, a 
funny thing happens; we take 
ourselves along to the new 
place.  And the kicker is, where 
we are is where we have cho-
sen to be.  If we don’t “fix the 
chooser,” we’ll choose the same 
people and predicaments again 
and again.

When we pause to investi-
gate how we make choices that 
shape our lives, we take a giant 
step in understanding and real-
izing our own personal growth.  
There is an enormous freedom 
in accepting this truth.

It really doesn’t matter how 
old someone is, in this respect 
no one ever really grows up.  
Growing up is a target, a pro-
cess and a journey.  

No one ever arrives at it in 
this life.  Sometimes we need 
the help of caring and trusting 
friends to help us take the hard 
look at who we are and why 
we make the choices that we 
do.  We can’t make the changes 
we need to make to create the 
new circumstances that we want 
until we see the road we travel 
and why.  

CREDO exists to help mili-
tary members and their families 
find life giving paths to free-

dom and growth, whether that 
growth needs to be personal 
or in a marriage relationship 
or in understanding one’s own 
unique sense of spirituality.  
The retreats are free, the food is 
good and the relationships one 
builds with other participants 
usually last a life time.

If you are interested in giving 
your life a jump start, give us a 
call at 270-5968, option number 
7, or go on line to http://www.
cnic.navy.mil/cnrse/programs/
comanandstaff/religiousminis-
tries/CREDO/index.htm.

Fleet Talk
By FORCM(EWS/SW) 

Tony Santino
Navy Expeditionary Combat Command

As the new year gets under-
way, many of you are working 
on resolutions you made for 
2008.  Our New Year’s resolu-
tions vary – maybe you’re try-
ing to quit smoking, eat better, 
PT more frequently or other 
things to improve your physical 
fitness.

Have you thought about how 
you can improve your finan-
cial fitness this year?  There are 
number of ways to help your-
self financially.  Saving for 
your future is an important step 
toward financial fitness and one 
good way to do that is through 
the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP).

TSP is a Federal Government-
sponsored retirement savings 
and investment plan.  It’s simi-
lar to a 401(k) plan, offering the 
same type of savings and tax 
benefits that many private cor-
porations offer their employees.

Participation in TSP is com-
pletely optional. You contribute 
to the TSP from your military 
pay; the amount you contrib-
ute and the earnings attributable 

to your contributions belong to 
you. You can spread your con-
tributions among five different 
growth funds that range in risk 
and rate of return.  The amount 
you receive depends on how 
much you contribute and how 
much those contributions earn 
over time.  They are yours to 
keep no matter how long you 
serve in the Navy.  

TSP is a tax-deferred fund, 
meaning the money you con-
tribute to the account is deduct-
ed before taxes are assessed.  
The money in the account isn’t 
taxed until withdrawn at retire-
ment.

Remember that TSP is for 
long-term retirement savings. 
There are penalties for early 
withdrawals. So if you’re look-
ing short-term savings, consider 
U.S. Savings Bonds or a good 
savings account.

To find out more at TSP, visit 
their website at www.tsp.gov.

If you’ve never made plans 
to save for your future, now is 
a great time to start. Why not 
make that resolution and take 
that first step toward your finan-
cial fitness!

Does Your Command Have 
An IA Sailor Returning Soon? 

Contact, The Mirror at 
270-7817 Ext. 1012.

In A League Of Their Own

-Photo courtesy of Mayport Navy League

��������������������������� ���� ��� �������������� ������������� ��������������������������� ���� ����������������������� ���������
���������� ������������������ ����������� ������ ������ ���������������������������������������������������������� ������������
��������

Mayport’s Free 
Tax Center Open

By Lt.j.g. Jessica Wilcox
RLSO

NS Maypor t  Volun ta ry 
Income Tax Assistance program 
(VITA) tax center is open to 
provide free basic tax prepara-
tion services by appointment 
only.

The center is located in base 
housing at 707A Everglades 
Court.

The VITA Tax Center hours 
of operation will be from 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday and from 9 a.m.-3:30 
p.m., Tuesday and Thursday.

Who is eligible for free tax 
preparation through VITA?

•All active-duty service mem-
bers and their dependents 

•All retirees and their depen-
dents

•Reservists on active duty for 
more than 30 days

•Reservists within 30 days of 
demobilization and reservists 
involved in pre-mobilization

What to bring to the tax cen-
ter:

•All 2007 W-2’s and 1099’s
•Copies of Social Security 

cards for taxpayers and depen-
dents

•Taxpayer(s) military ID 
cards

•Bank account numbers and 
routing numbers

•Any other tax records includ-
ing copies of 2006 tax returns if 
available

Without a copy of your Social 
Security card or a previous 
year’s tax return, they will not 
be able to prepare your return.  
You must also have this docu-
mentation for all dependants.

Couples wishing to file joint 
returns should come to the tax 
center together. If a spouse is 
unavailable, the spouse prepar-
ing the return will need to bring 
a Power of Attorney that specif-
ically covers tax filing purpos-
es, or an IRS Power of Attorney 
Form 2848. 

If you have a complex return 
please call ahead and make an 
appointment.

To get to the tax center take a 
right onto Moale Avenue.  Then 
take first right onto Everglades. 
The VITA house is on the right.

For more information or to 
make an appointment, please 
contact the Tax Center directly 
at 249-3795.
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Base Security Cleans Up Neighborhood
By Paige Gnann

Editor
More  t han  45  Sa i l o r s 

from Naval Station Mayport 
Security joined officers from 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office 
(JSO), Jacksonville Council 
members, U.S. Army Reserves 
and community volunteers to 
pick up trash in the Woodland 
Acres community, just off 
Atlantic and Southside bou-
levards, Saturday as part of a 
clean up effort to restore com-
munity pride.

According to JSO Lt. Michael 
Beckmann, Woodland Acres 
has a reputation as a high 
crime area. Mayport volunteers 
showed up early at Woodland 
Acres Elementary to walk the 
neighborhood and pick up trash.

The event was in conjunction 
with an initiative by Sheriff John 
Rutherford called Operation 
Safe Streets, Beckmann said. 
Last week, additional officers 
were assigned to high crime 
areas in an effort to curb gun 
violence and thefts. Officers 
also targeted several areas, 
including Woodland Acres, with 
a “zero tolerance” effort to get 
criminals in the areas off the 
streets.

With so much negative atten-
tion from JSO, Beckmann said 
the sheriff’s office also wanted 
to show the Woodland Acres 
residents that they cared about 
improving their quality of life 
in a positive way.

“We wanted to show them 
that we do care about the com-

munity and want to improve 
their quality of life by showing 
community pride and coming 
after the criminal,” Beckmann 
said.

Two weeks ago, JSO was 
accompanied by members of 
the Jacksonville University 
football team handing out fly-
ers to residents about the clean 
up. Residents were asked to put 
yard waste, appliances and trash 
on the curb in front of their 
homes to be picked up.

NS Mayport Master Chief 
Master-at-Arms Ross Cramer 
said that the Sailors willing 
gave their time after JSO asked 
NS Mayport if they wanted to 
help in the endeavor as well. 

“Mayport participated to 
assist JSO,” he said. “My crew 
and I supported it because it was 
the right thing to do.  Setting 
the right example is just what 
we do.” 

Approximately two-thirds 
of the volunteers that attend-
ed Saturday’s event were from 
Mayport’s Security department.

“The military members of the 
Naval Station Security depart-
ment know the meaning of 
community support,” said NS 
Mayport Security Director Dan 
Costanzo. “They showed up in 
force and played a major role 
in the clean up of this area. All 
were on their day off and yet 
volunteered to come out and 
support the community. I could 
not be more proud of this fine 
group of Sailors.”
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Doyle Hosts DARPA Visit
By Ensign Jason Bilbro

USS Doyle PAO
USS Doyle (FFG 39) host-

ed members of the Defense 
Advanced Research Project 
Agency (DARPA) to a day at 
sea, providing them with a tour 
of the ship and a demonstration 
of counter-narcotic capabilities 
Jan. 16.

Cmdr.  John M. Zuzich, 
Doyle’s Commanding Officer, 
welcomed DARPA Director 
Dr. Anthony Tether and 36 
other senior DARPA members 
onboard for the half-day dem-
onstration of shipboard opera-
tions.

As the ship got underway, 
visitors familiarized themselves 
with the ship and talked with 
Doyle crew members at their 
sea and anchor stations.

“I spoke with Mr. Mark 
Bennington, Director of the 
Contracts Management Office 
at DARPA,” said Electronics 
Technician 2nd Class Andrew 
Pont.  “We discussed the ship’s 
weapon systems and how they 
performed during our last coun-
ter-narcotic operation.  We also 
talked about the pros and cons 
of the 76mm gun and the 25mm 
guns.”

After securing from sea and 
anchor, Doyle set up for a Go-
Fast (small speedboat) demon-
stration, put on by Naval Station 
Mayport’s Afloat Training 
Group (ATG).  The scenario 
gave DARPA members a bet-
ter idea of how difficult it is to 
detect and detain a small, fast-
moving drug boat.

Once the Go-Fast demon-
stration was underway, Doyle 
directed in an SH-60B helicop-
ter from HSL-44, flown by Lt. 
Cmdr. Dennis Penland and Lt. 
Cody Mann, to demonstrate 
Airborne Use of Force (AUF) 
in dealing with the speedboat.  
The demonstration culminated 
with a fly-by of an S-3B air-
craft, piloted by Lt. Cmdr. Dan 
“Dizzy” Van Meter of Sea 
Control Squadron 32 (VS 32).

The  c rew s tayed  busy 
throughout the morning, many 
giving personal guided tours to 
DARPA members from the vari-
ous offices.

Chief Hospital Corpsman 

(Surface Warfare) Michael 
S to o d l ey,  D o y le ’s  l e ad -
ing corpsman, gave a tour of 
Doyle’s medical facili t ies 
to Dr. Brett Giroir, Director, 
Defense  Sc iences  Off ice 
(DSO) at DARPA and Dr. Greg 
Kovacs, Deputy Director of 
the Microsystems Technology 
Office (MTO) at DARPA.

“Both gentlemen discussed 
possible improvements for how 
we do things that could make 
our lives easier,” said Stoodley.  
“Although we have very lim-
ited space, we still have to use 
equipment like microscopes in 
our work.  The doctors spoke 
of new advances, such as por-
table X-ray machines, for 
example, which would help our 
situation on the ship immense-
ly.  Everyone in our office was 
thrilled at the possible innova-
tions that were discussed.”

Also set  up throughout 
the ship were static displays 
of Visit, Board, Search, and 
Seizure (VBSS) gear, Damage 
Control (DC) gear, and a sta-
tion that displayed equipment 

used for taking biometrics of 
detainees.

“I  ta lked with  Barbara 
McQuiston, the Director of the 
Strategic Technology Office, 
and showed her how we process 
our detainees,” said Storekeeper 
2nd Class (Surface Warfare) 
Alvin Leacock.  “I walked her 
through all the steps, and then 
we discussed the strengths and 
weaknesses of our available 
equipment.  She was able to eas-
ily pinpoint things that would 
greatly improve our capacity to 
catalogue information.”

Lt.j.g. Ludwig Mann, Doyle’s 
Auxiliaries officer, helped give 
tours to several DARPA mem-
bers, and said he also gained 
much from the experience him-
self.

Mann helped escort senior 
DARPA mil i tary  off icers 
Air Force Col. Victor Lofton, 
Marine Corps Col. T.C. Moore, 
and several others on tours of 
Doyle’s engineering spaces.

“We discussed the ship’s 
electrical generation and dis-
tribution, propulsion system, 

and auxiliaries systems,” said 
Mann. “Many comparisons 
were made, as the Colonel 
(Lofton) explained the correla-
tion between the ship’s systems 
and that of an aircraft.  I honest-
ly never thought I would come 
away with as much information 
as I did.”

As the tours wound down, the 
guests joined Doyle’s crew for 
a “steel beach” picnic on the 
flight deck, prepared by Doyle’s 
culinary specialists.

Dr. Dean Collins, Deputy 
Director of DARPA’s MTO, 
found the trip very enlightening.

“I had never been onboard a 
warship before,” said Collins.  
“The trip was very valuable, 
and I gained a lot of insight as 
to what the ship has, vice what 
they could have.”

Tether thanked Zuzich and the 
crew for their efforts, and pre-
sented Zuzich with a commem-
orative medal before departing 
the ship.

Doyle is currently preparing 
for an upcoming maintenance 
availability period.

-Photos by MC3 Alan Gragg
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USS Taylor Defends Tampa Against ‘Pirates’

-Photos courtesy of USS Taylor
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By Ensign Kimberly Koss
USS Taylor PAO

USS Taylor recently sailed 
into the Port of Tampa ready to 
defend the city from the inva-
sion of the dastardly “Gasparilla 
Festival” pirates. 

Taylor represented the Navy 
and exhibited the spirit of the 
pirate festival, with the crew 
donning pirate hats and eye 
patches and Taylor flying a 
pirate flag hoisted high on the 
mast.

Taylor kicked off the under-
way hosting a group of 11 
JROTC cadets from Camden 
High School and their program 
leader, Capt Holland. The 
cadets toured the ship and par-
ticipated in everyday shipboard 
activities.  Taylor also hosted 
eight members of the Tampa 
Navy League as the ship rode 
into port. Upon arrival into 
port, local news stations con-
ducted numerous interviews 
with the Commanding Officer, 
Kurush F. Morris, and Taylor 
crew that were natives of 
Tampa. Taylor also gave open 

ship tours to the general public, 
including representatives from 
the Superintendent of Pinellas 
County Schools.

Retired Rear Adm. Jon 
Bayless and Mayor Pam Iorio 
recognized the Proud Defender 
at the Navy Week Proclamation.
Morris presented the Mayor 
with a Taylor plaque and prom-
ised to protect the city of Tampa 
from the invasion of pirates. 
Following the Proclamation, 
Morris and his son rode in the 
parade along with a contin-
gent of 50 Taylor Sailors who 
marched and threw beads to the 
families in the crowd.

Busch Gardens Tampa held 
Navy Days on Sunday and 
Monday. Members of USS 
Taylor were transported to the 
park to enjoy all the attractions.
Busch Gardens also gave a VIP 
tour of the park to Bayless, 
Morris, and other invited guests 
where they were able to explore 
the wild with giraffes, rhino’s, 
and various other animals.

Lt. Damon Myers, Lt.j.g. 
Koucheravy, and Gas Turbine 

System Technician Mechanical 
1 st Class Anthony Kemp, 
Taylor’s Sailor of the Year, 
attended the National Council 
of Negro Women Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Leadership 
breakfast on Monday morning.
Several officers and enlisted 
members of USS Taylor also 
participated in Caps for Kids, in 
which they visited St. Joseph’s 
Children’s Hospital spending 
time with young patients and 
handing out Taylor ball caps.

Taylor concluded the port 
visit by hosting the Navy 
League Reception.  More than 
150 guests from local chap-
ters of the Navy League, rep-
resentatives from the Tampa 
Mayorial Officer, representa-
tives of MacDill Air Force 
Base, CENTCOM and SOCOM 
attended the reception and 
toured the ship.

The Proud Defender depart-
ed Tampa to return home on 
Tuesday after a great Navy 
Week and a successfully defend-
ing Tampa.
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MWR Happenings
Feb. 9: All Navy Men’s and 

Women’s Basketball Mini-
Camp. The men’s mini-camp 
is 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. and 
women’s mini-camp is 4-6:30 
p.m. Both will meet at the Gym. 
Open to Active Duty only. 270-
5451/52

Feb. 10: Women’s Volleyball 
Begins. Season runs until Apr. 
27. 270-5451/52

Feb. 12: 5K/10K Fun Run. 8 
a.m. start in front of the Gym. 
Free event. 270-5451/52

F e b .  1 2 :  S o f t b a l l 
Organizational Meeting. 11 a.m. 
in the Gym Lobby. Pick up reg-
istration packets with informa-
tion about the upcoming soft-
ball season and get questions 
answered. 270-5451/52

Feb. 14: Love Bug Special 
at Fast Lanes. Cost is $12.50 
per person for 3 games of bowl-
ing with shoes and choice of 
cheeseburger, chicken tenders, 
grilled chicken salad or chef 
salad and soda. Fries included 
with cheeseburger and chicken 
tenders only. 270-5377

Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day 
Bingo. 6:15 p.m. at Beachside 
Community Center with double 
payouts on all hard cards and a 
dessert table. 270-7204

Feb. 18: Deadline for Night 
L igh t  Go l f  Tournamen t . 
Tournament is Feb. 22 with a 
2 p.m. shotgun start at Windy 
Harbor Golf Club. Format 
is two-person teams, 18 hold 
scramble. Cost is $100 per team 

and includes night light golf 
package, cart, green fee, food, 
beverages and prizes. 270-5380

Feb. 19: Red Pin Bowling. 
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Fast Lanes 
Bowling Center. Bowl a strike 
with a red head pin and receive 
a coupon for a free game of 
bowling (coupon must be used 
at a later date). 270-5377

F e b .  2 1 :  8 - B a l l  P o o l 
Organizational Meeting. 11:30 
a.m. at Fast Lanes Bowling 
Center. Captain’s Cup league. 
270-5451/52

Feb. 22: Night Light Golf 
Tournament. 2 p.m. shotgun 
start at Windy Harbor Golf 
Club. Format is two-person 
teams, 18 hold scramble. Cost 
is $100 per team and includes 

night light golf package, cart, 
green fee, food, beverages and 
prizes. Deadline to register is 
Feb. 18. 270-5380

Feb. 22: Live Band, Neurotic 
Butterfly. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. at 
Castaway’s Lounge. All hands 
welcome. 270-7205

F e b .  2 3 :  F u n  B o w l 
Tournament. This is not your 
ordinary bowling tournament. 
Each frame will be bowled in 
a different, fun and crazy way. 
Winner will receive a $20 gift 
certificate to the Fast Lanes Pro-
Shop. All ages and skill levels 
welcome. 270-5377

Feb. 23: Live Band, Neurotic 
Butterfly. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. at 
Castaway’s Lounge. All hands 
welcome. 270-7205

Feb. 25: Men’s Softball 
Begins. Men’s intramural soft-
ball season runs through May 
19. Captain’s Cup league. 270-
5451/52

Specials
The MWR Auto Skills Center 

is offering 10 percenr of a 
vehicle alignment service dur-
ing February. Call 270-5392 to 
make an appointment.

Visit Outdoor Adventures 
where the February rental spe-
cial is a v-hull boat with motor 
and trailer for the weekend (pick 
up Friday and return Monday) 
for only $60. Cost is $75 for 
Presidents’ Day weekend (pick 
up Friday, Feb. 15 and return 
Tuesday, Feb. 19). Call 270-
5221 for additional information.

Liberty Call
The following activities and 

events target single or unaccom-
panied Sailors. For additional 
information on Liberty events, 
call Planet Mayport Single 
Sailor Center at 270-7788 or 
7789. Planet Mayport is locat-
ed in Building 46 across from 
Bravo Pier. Hours of operation 
are 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday.

Feb. 7: Chinese New Year. It’s 
the year of the pig so “oink” out 
at Planet Mayport. Free Chinese 
food and fortunes for the “new 
year.” Event starts promptly at 
5:30 p.m.

Feb. 8: Birthday Bash. Happy 
birthday to all the February 
birthdays. Stop by Planet 
Mayport for your birthday 
bonus, starting at 6 p.m.

Feb. 11: The Ultimate Lunch 
Break. Try your luck in this 
lunchtime competition and 
win big. All contestants get 
free lunch at Planet Mayport. 
Contest starts at 12 p.m.

Feb. 12: Comedy Zone Trip. 
Join the Liberty Program on 
a trip to the Comedy Zone in 
Mandarin. This trip is free and 
includes admission, transporta-
tion and appetizers. There is a 
one drink minimum purchase. 
This trip is open to those 18 
years old and older. Trip will 
depart Planet Mayport at 6 p.m.

Feb. 13: Spa Day. Join the 
Liberty Program for the ultimate 
day of relaxation. We have the 
spa all to ourselves to be pam-
pered and polished. You will 
have your choice of two differ-
ent services for a great price. 

Please stop by Planet Mayport 
or call 270-7788/89 for a list of 
services and price sheet. Trip 
will depart from Planet Mayport 
promptly at 4 p.m.

Feb. 14: Happy Valentine’s 
Day. Get hit with the love bug 
at Planet Mayport today. Free 
Hugs and Kisses candy today at 
Planet Mayport, while supplies 
last.

Feb. 16: International Truck 
and Car Show. Located at the 
Prime F. Osborn III Convention 
Cen te r,  the  Jacksonvi l l e 
International Car & Truck Show 
is the premier showcase of 
the newest model year import 
and domestic vehicles - cars, 
vans, crossovers, hybrids, light 
trucks and sport utilities. Trip 
will depart from Planet Mayport 
promptly at 10 a.m.

Feb. 18: President’s Day. Pay 
homage to our founding fathers 
today as we celebrate their 
accomplishments in history. 

Feb. 19: Dinner and a Movie. 
Join the Liberty Program on a 
trip to Regal Cinemas to catch 
some of the newest box office 
hits. Pizza will be served at 
Planet Mayport prior to depart-
ing to the theater (departing 
around 5:45 p.m.). Cost of this 
trip is only $2 and includes 
food, admission and transporta-
tion.

F e b .  2 0 :  N i n e  B a l l 
Tournament. Join the Liberty 
Program in a free, single elimi-
nation tournament starting 
at 6:15 p.m. sharp at Planet 
Mayport. Prizes will be awarded 
to first and second places.

USO News
Monster truck club seats and 

pit passes are $27 each and are 
available at both the NAS Jax 
and Mayport USOs. The event 
is planned for Feb. 23. Please 
visit usojax.org for more infor-
mation, or drop by either of the 
Mayport of Jax USO Centers 
and buy your tickets.

The USO is gearing up 
for  i t s  f i f th  annual  Bob 
Coonan Memorial USO Golf 
Tournament on April 3. Go to 

www.usojax.org for more infor-
mation.

Tickets to Adventure Landing, 
on Beach Boulevard, are now 
available at the USO!

USO sells discounted tick-
ets to AMC Movie Theatres, 
Disney World, Sea World, 
Busch Gardens, Wet N’ Wild, 
Universal Studios, Islands 
of Adventure, and Adventure 
Landing.

There is a computer resource 

center available to all service 
members with email, Internet 
and word processing. Fax, copy 
and free notary service is also 
available.

Watch TV or a movie from 
the video library. Service mem-
bers can also enjoy video games 
or use the sports equipment.

There is a full kitchen, show-
ers, a quiet reading room and a 
meeting room available at the 
USO. The USO is available for 

meetings, support groups, recep-
tions, parties and pre-deploy-
ment briefs. A TV, VCR and 
overhead projector are available 
for use.

For more information about 
activities or meeting avail-
abilities, call 246-3481 or stop 
by the center at 2560 Mayport 
Road. USO is open from 9 a.m.-
9 p.m., Monday-Friday and 9 
a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday.
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Korean Students Visit USS De Wert
By MC2 Regina L. Brown

Fleet Public Affairs Center Detachment 
Southeast

High school students from 
Jacksonville’s Sister City, 
Masan, Korea, toured USS De 
Wert (FFG 45) during a five-
day visit to Jacksonville, Jan. 
18.

The ten students from dif-
ferent schools in Masan were 
selected for the trip based on 
their stand-out academic perfor-
mance.

Accompanying the students 
on the tour were two students 

from Terry Parker High School, 
Lisha  Lopez and Hunter 
Thompson. John Lee, pastor for 
the Korean First Presbyterian 
Church in Jacksonville, helped 
coordinate the visit and also 
joined the group for the tour.

“I really enjoyed the experi-
ence of seeing a different cul-
ture first hand,” said Lopez. “I 
would never have guessed at 
how some things at our schools 
are the same, like the teachers.” 

The American and Korean 
students shared the experience 
of being on a Naval ship for the 

first time during a tour led by 
Information Systems Technician 
1st Class Abel Gonzales. 

“They were a lively bunch 
with a lot of energy,” said 
Gonzales. “I enjoyed their inter-
action.”

During the tour the Korean 
students were shown the sleep-
ing accommodations in the 
berthing spaces.

“I can’t believe how small the 
beds are,” said Thompson. “I 
don’t know how the sailors get 
in and out of them.”

The tour also made a stop 

at the bridge, where the stu-
dents took turns sitting in the 
Commanding Officer’s chair. 
The tour was concluded with 
a lunch time stop on the mess 
decks.

“The food served looked deli-
cious and better than I thought,” 
said Sae-Mi Park. “I wished we 
had time to stay and eat!”

The Korean students finished 
their five-day visit with stops 
at Terry Parker High School, 
Kirby-Smith Middle School and 
local museums.
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FCCJ Registration 
Under Way For March
From FCCJ

Registration for March class-
es with Florida Community 
College Jacksonville (FCCJ) is 
underway.  

Classes begin the week of 
March 3.  Seats are still avail-
able.

The following courses will be 
held at NS Mayport:
C8 session:  March 3 – May 2
BSC 1005/Life in Its Biological 
Environment
ENC 1102/English Comp II
ENC1101/English Comp I
GEB1011/ Introduction to 
Business
AMH 2020/American History II
CGS 1100/Microcomputers for 
Business
PSY1012/General Psychology
M AT 1 0 3 3 / I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Algebra
MGF1106/Topics in College 

Mathematics
HUM 2230/Humanities: 15th to 
20th Century
SPC2600/Fundamentals of 
Public Speaking
REL2000/ In t roduct ion  to 
Religion

Classes are held at  the 
Training Support Detachment 
(the old Fleet Training Center) 
with the exception of our 
computer course, CGS 1100/ 
Microcomputers, which is held 
in building 12, near the Bravo 
Pier gate. All classes start at 5 
p.m.

For more information, con-
tact Jeff or Destiny at the NS 
Mayport FCCJ Office by calling 
249-7311 or email jschneid@
fccj.edu or dhays@fccj.edu.
You can visit the FCCJ office 
located inside the Navy College 
Office (Bldg 460).
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JLH Plants Seed 
Of Friendship
By USS John L. Hall Public Affairs

C r e w m e m b e r s  o f  U S S 
John L. Hall (FFG 32) par-
ticipated in a Community 
Relations (COMREL) project 
in Casablanca, Morocco Jan. 25 
- 26 as part of their maritime 
strategy of Theater Security 
Cooperation Engagements.

The COMREL took place at 
the Center for Children with 
Difficulty, a place for boys 
ages eight to 18 who have been 
picked up off the streets as run-
aways or have committed petty 
crimes.  Some of the boys are 
able to return to their homes and 
families while others are even-
tually placed in an orphanage.

The crew cleared land for the 
center to start vegetable gardens 
and seeds were donated from 
the American Consulate. They 
also painted outside panels for 
the center and played soccer 

with the boys. 
Hall’s Sailors spent the two 

days at the center working, 
enjoying local food and bond-
ing with the boys making last-
ing impression on not only the 
children but also the crew, said 
Ensign Samara Taylor.  

The project was well received 
by the center according to 
Taylor, and many of Hall’s 
crewmembers said they look 
forward to participating in many 
more COMREL projects as it 
continues with its deployment.

Hall is currently deployed 
to the Sixth Fleet Area of 
Responsibility to help improve 
maritime safety and security 
and strengthen partnerships 
with local host nations in sup-
port of the recently released 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe, U.S. Naval Forces 
Africa 2008 Guidance.

Find It In The Mirror Classifieds

-Photos courtesy of USS John L. Hall
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Kids Corner
Valentine Candy Grams are 

on sale until Feb. 12 at the 
Youth Activities Center (YAC). 
Cost is $3 per candy gram and 
includes a bag of candy and a 
balloon, delivered anywhere on 
base on Feb. 14. 270-5680/5421

Teen Movie and Nachos 
Night is 8-10 p.m. Feb. 9 at 
the Teen Center beside YAC. 
The scheduled movie is “This 
Christmas”. This free event is 
open to middle and high school 
ages only. 

Club Teen, “Rap Battle,” is 
8-11 p.m. Feb. 23 at the Teen 
Center. Admission is $2. This 
event is open to middle and 
high school ages only. 270-
5680/5421

Freedom Friday, Movie Night, 
is 7-11 p.m. Feb. 29 at the YAC. 
The scheduled movie is “Bee 
Movie.” Freedom Fridays are 
open to children in grades kin-
dergarten through fifth. Cost is 
$7 in advance or $9 the day of. 
Early sign up is recommended; 
space is limited. 

Open Recreation for teens is 
2:30-6:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
at the Teen Center, located next 
door to the YAC. Activities at 
the Teen Center include pool 
tables, air hockey, foosball, 
computers, video games, music, 

TV and movies, plus monthly 
special events. The Teen Center 
is open for middle and high 
school ages only and is free of 
charge. 

Open Recreation for elemen-
tary school ages is 4-5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
at the YAC, located in on-base 
housing. Boys and Girls Club 
programs (Fine Arts, Fitness 
Authority and Power Hour) are 
offered in lieu of Open Rec on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
4-5:30 p.m. Open Rec is also 
held from 1-5 p.m. on Saturday 
for all ages at the YAC. 

The YACoffers a nationally 
accredited Before and After 
School Program (also known 
as School Age Care) for chil-
dren in grades kindergarten 
through fifth. The program is 
offered Monday-Friday during 
regular school weeks as well 
as early release days and non-
school days. Seasonal camps 
are available during school 
breaks including winter, spring 
and summer. Fees are deter-
mined by total family income. 
Transportation is available to 
and from Finegan Elementary 
School and Mayport Elementary 
School.

Registration is being held 

until Feb. 15 for spring base-
ball (ages 4-18) and soccer 
(ages 9-12). Cost is $60 for 
the first child and $55 for each 
additional child of the same 
family. Registration is taken 
at the Youth Activities Center 
Monday-Friday between 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The Youth Fitness Factory is 
open Monday-Thursday 3:30-
6:30 p.m. for ages 10-15. If 
under 10 years old, child must 
be at least four feet tall and 
accompanied by a parent. The 
Youth Fitness Factory features 
two treadmills and a 12-piece 
Strive Kidz Smart Strength 
training equipment line special-
ly designed for kids and teens. 
This facility is located next door 
to the YAC. For Youth Fitness 
program information, call 270-
7134.

Martial Arts classes are 
offered at the YAC on Monday 
and Wednesday from 6-8 p.m. 
for ages 6-17. Cost is $40 per 
month for the first child, $25 
for the second child, same fam-
ily, $20 for the third child and 
$15 for the fourth child. Sign up 
at the YAC. There is currently 
a waiting list for Tiny Tigers 
Karate (ages 3-5) at the YAC. 

Healthy Teeth, Great Smile
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Gate 5, of SRA1A, is open 
to all vehicles with stickers and 
valid ID cards from 5 a.m.-5 
p.m., Monday - Friday. 

No specia l  ID card  i s 
required. Sentries will be posted 
on the islands to pass vehicles 
through.

All commercial vehicles and 
trucks larger than a pickup truck 
must use Gate 5A.

Seminole Gate will be open 
to inbound traffic from 5-8 a.m., 
Monday-Friday to vehicles with 
stickers and valid ID cards. The 
gate will be open to outbound 
traffic only from 3-5 p.m., 
Monday-Friday.

From Page 1Gate

Do You Live In A Fire Hazard?
From NS Mayport Fire & Emergency 
Services

It may be time to redo your 
furniture placing if you live in 
military housing.

Recently, the NS Mayport 
Fire and Emergency Services 
responded to a small stove fire 
in base housing. Although the 
fire did not cause any signifi-
cant damage, it did shed light 
on a serious hazard. This hazard 
is all too common in military 
housing, specifically, the block-
ing of the front foyer area of the 
home.

The front door is the most 
common entry into a home. 
Therefore, it is the first door 
used by the firefighters when 
responding to your home. 

If this door is blocked, pre-
cious time is lost finding anoth-
er point of entry. The front door 
is preferred by firefighters for 
several reasons other than just 
being the most common. 

It splits the home in two 
areas- living and sleeping. 
This is important late at night 
when most of us sleep. The 
Firefighters will want to make 
quick access to your home and 
help remove anyone still inside.

Second, if the fire is in the 
kitchen it can be attacked with-
out moving smoke and gases 
into the rest of the home need-
lessly. 

The last reason is for you. 
There are commonly three 
means of egress from your 
home, the front door, kitchen 
door and patio door. If you 
block this you have only hin-
dered yourself. 

It is understandable that 
homes on base may be limited 
with square footage, but block-
ing your front door (or any door 
for that matter) is dangerous and 
foolish.

The patio door is also a com-
mon door blocked by large sec-

Register Your Firearm
From Staff

Do you live in Naval Station 
Mayport housing and own a fire-
arm? Make sure they are regis-
tered with Security.

According to NS Mayport 
instructed, “personal firearms 
which comply with state and 
federal statutes, such as rifles, 
shotguns or pistols, may be safe-
ly stored in government family 
housing provided they are first 
registered.”

Residents must take firearm 
information, including manufac-
ture, model, serial number and 
caliber, to the Pass & ID office if 
they are going to store firearms 
in their homes. Residents cannot 
have more than 1,000 rounds of 
ammunition. The firearms must 

also be equipped with a trigger 
lock, be stored unloaded and 
kept out of the reach of children.

Before taking firearms out on 
a hunting trip or the shooting 
range, Bennett Shores Housing 
residents must also notify 
Security that the firearms are 
being transported. Call 270-5583 
before transporting firearms from 
housing. Firearms being trans-
ported on station, to or from the 
housing unit, must be unloaded 
and the trigger lock secured.  

According to instruction, 
“No person entering the station, 
unless in the discharge of offi-
cial duties, may bring on board 
any article or object such as fire-
arms, knives in excess of 3 1/2 
inch blades, explosives, air guns, 

bows and arrows, spears, spear/
blow guns, karate sticks, martial 
arts weapons, or other items or 
objects that are considered to be 
or could be used as weapons.  
Exceptions to this policy must 
be approved in writing by the 
NAVSTA Mayport CO, XO or 
Security Officer.”

Firearms may not be stored 
in BOQ/BEQ rooms.  Presently 
there is no station facility to 
accommodate the central storage 
of private owned firearms. 

Security containers designed 
for storage of classified docu-
ments, such as a safe, will not 
be used for storage of private 
firearms.

Find It In The Mirror Classifieds
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tional sofas and other furniture. 
Keep this area free and clear. 

Finally, have an exit plan 
for your home.  For informa-
tion on exit plans call the Fire 
Prevention office at 270-7440.

-Photo courtesy of NS Mayport Fire & Emergency Services
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Robust Afloat Training Specialist 
Curriculum Produces Results

By Lt. Brigitte Aungier
ATG Mayport PAO
 Af loa t  Tra in ing  Group 
Mayport’s (ATGM) Senior 
Chief Fire Controlman William 
Mason “lit the spark” when 
he was placed in charge of 
the Afloat Training Specialist 
Program in 2007.
According to Mason, his ini-
tial review of the program made 
him want to encourage more 
afloat trainers to earn the high-
est level of certification, Afloat 
Training Specialist.  His plan 
included extensive weekly train-
ing sessions and practical study 
in all warfare areas. 
 The Afloat Training Specialist 
(ATS) certification program 
began at ATGM in 1998.  ATS 
certification is similar to the 
Master Training Specialist cer-
tification, a program designed 
to provide a higher general cer-
tification for instructors.  ATS 
focuses on extensive knowledge 
of the Surface Force Training 
Manual, which is the guidebook 
for shipboard training.
 Between October 2007 and 
January 2008, a record 15 
Afloat Trainers earned their 
qualification.  Newly quali-
fied Afloat Training Specialists 
include Lt.  Ray Hatfield, 
Chief Petty Officers Charlton 
Bernard, Donald Morgan, Jack 
Wix, Harvey Flemmings, Pat 

Mills, Tony Daneault, Timothy 
Croxton, Jeff Wallace, Senior 
Chief  Pet ty Officer  John 
Fessenden, First Class Petty 
Officer Joseph Perches, and 
First Class Petty Officer Danny 
Rothe.
ATGM Commanding Officer 
Glenn Zeiders presented indi-

vidual certificates in an awards 
ceremony on Jan. 16.  He said 
he expects each member of 
his team to work towards this 
qualification, because “we are 
professional trainers and ATS is 
our professional qualification.  
The ATS qualification better 
prepares our people to go out 
and provide the best possible 
support to the fleet.”
ATGM CMDCM Ken Morrison 
said that, “part of being an afloat 
instructor is being a mentor and 
deckplate leader; they go hand-
in-hand.  It is crucial for our 
trainers to maintain an opera-
tional mindset geared towards 
the deliverable – Warships 
Ready for Tasking.  ATS is our 
professional qualification at 
ATG and our Afloat Training 
Specialists have demonstrated 
that ability.”  
The ATS certification is also 
available to all shipboard per-
sonnel who are active mem-

bers of training teams.  Several 
Mayport based shipboard train-
ers are actively working toward 
attaining their ATS certifica-
tion, including training team 
members from USS Samuel B 
RobertS and USS Farragut.
ATS training is conducted every 
Friday at 1 p.m. in the ATG 
auditorium.

-Photos courtesy of ATGM
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Friday, Feb. 8
The Robert G. Bradley FRG 

will host a Valentine’s Dance 
from 7-10 p.m. at the American 
Legion on Atlantic Blvd. and 
Mayport Road. Cost is $5 per 
couple. Please contact the FRG 
at rgbffg49pres@yahoo.com to 
find out how to purchase tick-
ets.

Tuesday, Feb. 12
USS De Wert FRG will be 

holding their monthly meet-
ing and social from 7-8:30 
p.m. at the USO on Mayport 
Road. We will be having spe-
cial attendees this evening from 
the Dog Company, those who 
served with the ship’s namesake 
Richard De Wert. Childcare will 
be available.

Thursday, Feb. 21
USS Philippine Sea FRG will 

meet and hold a potluck on the 
third Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. at the Mayport USO.

Tuesday, March 4
The Naval Officers’ Spouses’ 

Association of Mayport will 
meet at 9:30 am at the USO on 
Mayport Road.  Babysitting 
is available for a nominal fee. 
NOSA of Mayport is open to all 
spouses of officers, active duty 
and retired, from all branches; 
Navy, Coast Guard, Marine 
Corps, Army and Air Force and 
spouses of Foreign Exchange 
Services.  For more informa-
tion, please check the NOSA 
website at www.orgsites.com/fl/
nosamayport.

Thursday, March 20
USS Philippine Sea FRG will 

meet and hold a potluck on the 

third Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. at the Mayport USO.

Thursday, Feb. 7
The Fleet Reserve Association 

Branch 290 will hold their 
monthly General Assembly 
meeting at 8 p.m. at the Branch 
Home, 360 Mayport Road, 
Atlantic Beach.  All members 
and prospective members are 
invited to attend. The Fleet 
Reserve Association is a world 
wide veteran’s organization that 
represents nearly 165,000 active 
duty and retired Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard mem-
bers.  The FRA Branch 290 is 
called the “active duty Branch” 
because of the number of active 
duty members.  If you have 
served in any of the maritime 
services, no matter how long, 
stop by the Branch Home or 
call 246-6855.  New members 
are always welcome.

Friday, Feb. 8
The Ladies Auxiliary of 

the Fleet Reserve Association 
Branch 290 is hosting “Chicken 
Fried Steak” dinners from 5-8 
p.m., at the Branch Home, 390 
Mayport Road.  A donation of 
$7 is requested for each dinner.  
We’ll do the cooking for you.  
Carry out orders are accepted.  
The public is always invited to 
dinner.  After dinner, enjoy the 
music DOUG BRACEY from 9 
pm-1 a.m.

Saturday, Feb. 9
Join a park ranger for an 

interpretive walk along the 
sandy shoreline of the undevel-
oped barrier island at 2 p.m. at 

Little Talbot Island State Park. 
The program will take place 
at pavilion six on Little Talbot 
Island. No reservations are nec-
essary and the program is free 
with regular park admission. For 
additional information, call the 
Talbot Islands Ranger Station at 
(904) 251-2320. For more infor-
mation on Florida State Parks, 
visit www.FloridaStateParks.
org.

Saturday, Feb. 9
The Museum of Contemporary 

Art (MOCA) Jacksonville pres-
ents Canvas of Sound: Asian 
Infusion on from 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
at 333 North Laura Street in 
downtown Jacksonville. Canvas 
of Sound: Asian Infusion will 
offer an Insomniac gallery 
tour of Ramen Noodles 2008: 
Installation by Sang-Wook 
Lee, along with digital music 
by DJ Catharsis, creation sta-
tions to create your own Asian-
inspired art, and multiple cash 
bars. Admission is $15 for non-
members and $5 for MOCA 
members.  Advanced tickets 
are available online at www.
mocajacksonville.org.

Saturday, Feb. 16 
Join a park ranger for bike 

ride along the nature trail to 
identify the native and migrato-
ry birds of the barrier islands at 
5:30 p.m. at Little Talbot Island 
State Park. The program will 
take place at pavilion one on 
Little Talbot Island. No reserva-
tions are necessary and the pro-
gram is free with regular park 
admission. For additional infor-
mation, call the Talbot Islands 
Ranger Station at (904) 251-
2320. For more information on 

Florida State Parks, visit www.
FloridaStateParks.org.

The Jacksonville Genealogical 
Society will hold their Spring 
Seminar from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
at Westside Christian Church, 
10123 Normandy Blvd. Cost 
is $30 for JGS members and 
$35 for non-members. Price 
includes lunch, with registration 
prior to Feb. 9. Registration at 
the church will begin at 8:30 
a.m. Guest lecturer and geneal-
ogy researcher is Ann Osisek. 
Her topics will be “Calico & 
Cornbread”, Finding Your 
Female  Ances tor ;  “Dead 
Men(And Women) Do Talk”, 
Effective Cemetery Research; 
“Where Have All the Cousins 
Gone”, Connecting on the 
Internet; and “24/7”, Making 
Time For Research. For addi-
tional information please con-
tact Mary Chauncey at 781-
9300.

The Fleet Reserve Association 
Branch 290 is hosting a “Prime 
Rib Dinner” from 5-8 p.m., at 
the Branch Home, 390 Mayport 
Road.  A donation of $12 is 
requested for each dinner.  
Carry out orders are accepted.  
The public is always invited 
to dinner.  Starting at 9 p.m., 
the music of CAKEWALK will 
entertain until 1 a.m.

Sunday, Feb. 17
Join a park ranger to learn 

about the species that inhabit 
the natural communities of the 
undeveloped barrier islands of 
northeast Florida at 1 p.m. The 
program will take place at the 
Ribault Club on Fort George 
Island. No reservations are 
necessary and the program is 

free. For additional informa-
tion, call the Talbot Islands 
Ranger Station at (904) 251-
2320. For more information on 
Florida State Parks, visit www.
FloridaStateParks.org.

Wednesday, Feb. 20
Rabbi Simcha Weinstein, 

Brooklyn NY, an increasingly 
popular international lecturer 
and renown author, will pres-
ent a lecture to the Jewish com-
munity at 7 p.m., at Chabad @ 
The Beaches. The lecture is 
titled “Up Up and Oy Vey, How 
Jewish History, Culture and 
Values Shaped the Comic Book 
Superhero.”

Did you know that  the 
Fantastic Four ’s Benjamin 
Jacob Grimm, a.k.a. The Thing, 
is Jewish? This is just one of 
many comic book secrets that 
Simcha Weinstein reveals in his 
lecture, Up, Up, and Oy Vey!

Friday, Feb. 29
Community  Hospice  of 

Northeast Florida will hold a 
seminar “How to Care for 
Veterans at the End of Life”

As greater numbers of vet-
erans are dying in Northeast 
Florida, Community Hospice 
recognizes that these heroes 
often require specialized care to 
address the impact their combat 
experience may have on their 
end-of-life experience. To help 
healthcare providers understand 
their needs and offer appropri-
ate interventions, the organi-
zation will present a seminar 
dedicated to serving those 
heroes who have served us and 
sacrificed so much. Both ses-
sions, 8:30 a.m. - noon; 1:30 
- 5 p.m., will be held at Charles 

M.  Neviaser  Educat ional 
Institute at Community Hospice 
of Northeast Florida, 4266 
Sunbeam Road,  Bui lding 
100. The sessions will include 
two programs: “Wounded 
Warrior: Their Last Battle” 
and “Successful Suffering: 
What Veterans Can Teach Us.” 
Continuing education credit will 
be available for nursing staff 
and licensed mental health pro-
fessionals. This event is open 
to area healthcare profession-
als. To RSVP, call 407-7184 or 
email events@communityhos-
pice.com. Please indicate which 
session you will attend. 

Friday, March 7
One of the nation’s most 

innovative vintage auto events, 
The Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance features more than 
250 rare classics from seldom-
seen private collections nation-
wide from March 7-9.  The 
prestigious event will be held 
for the 13th consecutive year 
on Amelia Island, located in the 
northeastern tip of Florida.  The 
featured marque in 2008 is the 
iconic Thomas Flyer, which won 
the historic New York-to-Paris 
“Great Race” 100 years ago. A 
seminar will be dedicated spe-
cifically to this grueling race on 
March 7. The event is located at 
the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 
and The Golf Club of Amelia 
Island at Summer Beach, adja-
cent to the hotel, 5456 First 
Coast Highway, Amelia Island, 
Fla., 32034. For additional 
information, visit www.ameli-
aconcours.org.

Calendar

On Base
Out in Town

Weekday hours for the Oasis 
Galley are 6-7:30 a.m. for 
breakfast, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
for lunch, and 4:30-6 p.m. for 
dinner. Weekend and holi-
day hours are 8-9:30 a.m. for 
breakfast, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
for brunch, and 4:30-6 p.m. for 
dinner. The Oasis Galley also 
offers a speedline and hot bars 
Monday through Friday. The 
menu line is 270-6857. For ser-
vice assistance, call the Oasis 
Administration Office at 270-
5373. Breakfast costs $2.10, 
lunch and dinner is $3.85. The 
menu is subject to change by 
FSO due to food availability. 

Friday, Feb. 8
Breakfast
Corned Beef Hash
Bacon
Pancakes
French Toast
Hashbrowns
Lunch
Corn Chowder
Pizza
Chicken Wings
French Fries
Potato Chips
Cauliflower Combo
Green Beans
Burgers
Baked Beans
Dinner
Corn Chowder
Creole Macaroni
Shrimp Scampi
Rice Pilaf
Carrots
Lima Beans

Saturday, Feb. 9
Breakfast
Turkey Sausage Patties
Bacon
Pancakes
French Toast
Potato Rounds
Lunch
Vegetable Soup
Tacos
Nachos
Peas w/ Carrots
Bacon
Pancakes
Potato Rounds
Dinner
Vegetable Soup
BBQ Beef Cubes
Pan Fried Fish
Parmesan Rice
Oven Browned Potatoes
Calico Corn
Black Eyed Peas

Sunday, Feb. 10
Breakfast
Turkey Sausage Links
Ham Slices
Pancakes
French Toast
Hashbrowns
Lunch
Minestrone Soup
Steak & Cheese Sandwich
French Fries
Mixed Vegetables
Turkey Sausage Links
French Toast
Hashbrowns
Dinner
Minestrone Soup
Ravioli
Stuffed Pork Chops
Au’Gratin Potatoes
Long Grain & Wild Rice
Carrots
Asparagus
Brown Gravy

Monday, Feb. 11
Breakfast
Corned Beef Hash
Sausage Patties
Pancakes
French Toast
Potato Rounds
Lunch
Chicken Gumbo Soup
Beef Stew
Dijon Baked Pork Chops
Rice Pilaf
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Burgers 
Baked Beans
French Fries
Dinner
Chicken Gumbo Soup
Bombay Chicken
Salisbury Steak
Lyonnaise Rice
Boiled Pasta
Chicken Gravy
Corn
Peas

Tuesday, Feb. 12
Breakfast
Cream Ground Turkey
Bacon
Biscuits
Pancakes
French Toast
Hashbrown
Lunch
Asian Stir Fry Soup
Szechwan Chicken
Sweet & Sour Pork
Vegetable Fried Rice
Egg Rolls
Asian Stir Fry

Asparagus
Chili Dogs
Onion Rings
Baked Beans
Dinner
Asian Stir Fry Soup
Catfish Nuggets
Italian Sausage
Oven Brown Potatoes
Red Beans & Rice
Squash
Cream Corn

Wednesday, Feb. 13
Breakfast
Sausage Links
Corned Beef Hash
Pancakes
French Toast
Potato Rounds
Lunch
Cream of Broccoli Soup
Lasagna
Chicken Parmesan
Boiled Pasta
Italian Roasted Potatoes
Marinara Sauce
Cauliflower
Mixed Vegetables
Steak & Cheese Sandwich
French Fries
Baked Beans
Dinner
Cream of Broccoli Soup
Cajun Roast Beef
Savory Baked Chicken
Paprika Potatoes
Steamed Rice
Peas
Carrots

Thursday, Feb. 14
Breakfast
Turkey Sausage Links
Sausage Gravy
Pancakes
French Toast
Hashbrowns
Biscuits
Lunch
Clam Chowder
Grilled Steaks
Snow Crab Legs
Rice Pilaf
Mashed Potatoes
Corn on the Cob
Broccoli
Natural Pan Gravy
Dinner
Clam Chowder
Veal Parmesan
Roast Pork
Boiled Pasta
Steamed Rice
Brown Gravy
Wax Beans
Corn

Oasis Galley

a brave act to help a person in 
need and we are lucky to be 
able to call him our ‘Shipmate.’
The entire Farragut crew would 
like to thank Officer Reston
for his service to our commu-
nity and we wish him a speedy 
recovery.

“The GM1 did great things,” 
said Sergeant Jim Parker, from 
JSO Homicide Division. “He 
didn’t save a life literally, but 
he observed the whole inci-
dent and stopped in an attempt 
to help the officer and assist in 
apprehending the suspect had 

he gotten away. He called 911 
and stood by when the second 
officer arrived and provided 
excellent eye witness testimony 
that provided JSO with a walk 
through investigation which was 
a great help.”
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