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PANAMA CANAL MUSEUM 

Looking Ahead to 2014-15 

� August 15, 2014, 7:30 p.m. — Symphony of the Americas, Phillips 
Performing Arts Center, Gainesville, FL.  CDs on sale highlighting 
compositions dedicated to Panama by artistic director, Cristobal High 
School graduate, Dr. James Brooks-Bruzzese. 

           http://www.sota.org/about-maestro.html  

� August 16, 2014 — Keynote speaker TBA. 

� August 17, 2014 — Molas at the Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art, 
Gainesville, FL, 1:00-5:00 p.m.  Presentation by Edie Barkowitz Crouch 
from 3:00-4:00 p.m., followed by a reception.  Edie’s signed book, The Mola:  
Traditional Kuna Textile Art, will be on sale at the Harn Museum Shop.  
The Hilton University of Florida Conference Center Hotel in Gainesville 
will have a special 2-night, 3-day rate for the weekend, August 15-17 ($258 
plus tax). 

� September-October — Hispanic Heritage Month, Harn Museum of Art 
Latino Film Festival (10th year). 

� August-December exhibits include:  

 Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville, FL; exhibit by Dr. Bruce 
 MacFadden — Paleontology research from the excavation site of the Canal 
 expansion  (National Science Foundation-grant funded); natural history 
 objects from the Panama Canal Museum. 

 School of Business ─ World Trade Exhibit, Gainesville, FL. 

 Health Science Center ─ Health Within the Canal, Gainesville, FL. 

 Marston Science Library ─ Engineering and Construction of the Canal, 
 Gainesville, FL. 

 Smathers Libraries ─ Diversity in Canal Work and Life, Gainesville, FL.   

 Ongoing digital exhibits documenting events, displays, oral histories and 
 celebrations. 

� Spring 2015 ─ Center for Latin American Studies Annual Conference 
(focus:  Panama). 

 With the completion of the transfer of the Panama Canal Museum’s collections 

to the University of Florida coming up in 2012, the university is already abuzz with 

exciting plans to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the opening of the Panama 

Canal with on-campus activities and exhibits in 2014 and 2015, which the public is 

cordially invited to attend.  The plans include: 
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 Eight years ago we were told by a museum professional from the American Association of Museums that 

the best way to preserve our unique history would be to partner with an established museum or educational 

institution.  He felt it would be very difficult to sustain our operations indefinitely as a stand-alone museum, 

especially in view of a foreseeable and inevitable decline in our membership base. 

 He was right.  While we did continue to operate 

with some success since then, we were not able to 

raise the awareness, or the money, required to 

properly conserve and preserve the collection.  So, 

given the opportunity two years ago to establish a 

relationship with the University of Florida, we happily 

jumped at the chance. 

 That decision, of course, meant that our collection 

would be relocated to UF and our existing operations, 

and our small museum, would cease to exist.  It is sad 

that we will close our doors by July of 2012, but we are 

excited to see already how UF has taken hold of the 

collection and run with it.  In time, our collection will become a “Virtual Museum” and will be more accessible 

to the public as it is digitized and included in UF’s Digital Library online.  Parts of the collection will also be 

continuously displayed on a rotating basis at UF and in 2014 will be part of a major exhibit being planned by 

UF to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the opening of the Canal. 

 Over 9,200 items have already been made part of the Panama Canal Museum collection at UF and more 

items will be transferred from now through next July.  Hundreds of documents, photographs and publications 

have been digitized and are available online at UF’s website − http://ufdc.ufl.edu/pcm.  Attesting to the value 

of digitization, there already have been over 300,000 “hits” on just one publication, the Panama Canal Spillway, 

all volumes of which have been digitized. 

 UF is dedicating significant resources to the collection:  To date, 27 UF personnel have been involved in 

various stages of processing the collection, including preservation, conservation, research, digitization and 

myriad other functions; the Oral History Program has recorded 47 interviews, some of which have been 

transcribed and can be read or listened to online; and, with funds provided by the PCM, UF’s Center for Latin 

American Studies has awarded five research awards for Panama-related studies. 

 While we may cease operating a physical museum, we plan to stay involved with UF to help support the 

collection.  We expect to continue to raise funds, provide advice and lend our knowledge, experience, historical 

background and institutional memory to ensure the accuracy and proper interpretation of the items in the 

collection. 

 We hope you will continue to stay involved with us in the future and be part of the team that will help 

support and grow the collection, either with financial contributions and donations of artifacts or by providing 

historical background and the perspective that can only come from one who has lived and worked in the Canal 

Zone and Panama. 

Joe Wood 

Message from the President 
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eMusings Notices Provide Information and Opportunities for Museum Members 

 In August, the Museum auctioned off two travel packages using eMusings updates.  The idea to do this 

originated when Paul Glassburn, the Museum's treasurer, decided he wouldn't be able to use the Condor Tours 

and Travel 2-night golf package at the Radisson Summit in Panama, which he had won at the Panama Canal 

Society's business meeting at its reunion in July.  Over a period of a week or so, those receiving word about the 

auction of the package through the Museum's eMusings, could bid on it and receive bidding updates.  Top 

bidder on the Summit package was Terrie Harmon of Raymore, MO.  Terrie's winning bid was $200. 

 Another Museum member, Roland Lees, also won a Condor Tours and Travel package at the business 

meeting that he was not going to be able to use.  He, too, decided to donate his package, a 5-day all-inclusive 

stay at the Decameron Resort in Panama, to the Museum to auction off online.  Mary H. Thompson, of New 

Orleans, LA, bid $750 and was the winner of this package. 

 Those receiving the eMusings also received information about the vintage book sale the Museum held in 

August.  A number of duplicate books, yearbooks, telephone books, and Panama Canal Reviews were put on 

sale.  Another sale is planned for January. 

 Topics of other eMusings this fall have included information about the $100,000 endowment campaign, the 

September mola open house, and our upcoming 2012 cruises.  

 If you haven't been receiving the Museum's eMusings and would like to be added to our email list, please 

contact the Museum. 

 Many of you participated this summer in our 

$100,000 campaign to create a Panama Canal 

Museum endowment at the University of Florida.  

Within about two months, our generous donors had 

contributed over $80,000.  With funds added from 

our reserves making up the difference, we were able 

to meet the June 30 deadline set by the State of 

Florida, assuring us a place in line for a 50% match 

from the state.  The interest from this endowment 

fund will provide a steady flow of income each year 

“in perpetuity” to help preserve the Museum’s 

collection at UF.  

 At a recent meeting of the PCM Board of 

Trustees at UF, Judy Russell, Dean of the George A. 

Smathers Libraries at UF, announced that something 

else is resulting from our generous gift:  A display case will house rotating exhibits with Panama Canal-related themes, 

insuring that a portion of our collection will be available for viewing by visitors most of the time.  The display case is 

one of seven newly installed cases on the west wall of Room 1A of Smathers Library, which is within the historic 

register, and the PCM is the first group to have a designated case.  Our trustees were thrilled with this news, and we are 

sure all our other members will be, too. 

Thank you for your outstanding participation in this "Hail Mary" effort! 

New UF Display Case to Be Designated a Panama Canal Museum Exhibit Case 

At their October Board of Trustees meeting at UF, PCM trustees (left to right) Kathy EgolfKathy EgolfKathy EgolfKathy Egolf, BobBobBobBob 

KarrerKarrerKarrerKarrer, Bob ZumbadoBob ZumbadoBob ZumbadoBob Zumbado, Paul GlassburnPaul GlassburnPaul GlassburnPaul Glassburn, Gerry DeToreGerry DeToreGerry DeToreGerry DeTore, and Bob Hughes Bob Hughes Bob Hughes Bob Hughes gathered in front of an 

exhibit case like the one being designated a PCM exhibit case.  
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 For the last two summers the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at the University of Florida has held oral history 

interviews at the Panama Canal Society reunion in Orlando, FL.  Scheduled in advance and funded by the Panama Canal 

Museum, these interviews are being transcribed as funds permit and will enrich UF's information about the United 

States' participation in the history of Panama.  A total of 47 interviews have been held, and an audio podcast of one of the 

interviews can be heard online at www.youtube.com/user/SPOHP111. If you would like to participate in the oral history 

program at next year's reunion, please notify the Museum at 727-394-9338 or pancanalmuseum@aol.com. 
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Oral History Interviews Are Helping to Preserve Panama Canal History 

Thank you to the following for participating in the oral history program: 

Davis Stevenson  

Alwyn Sprague  

Marguerite Neal Zumbado  

Thomas Richard Grimison  

Edward Scott, Jr.  

Roberta Williamson-Musco  

Irwin Frank  

James DesLondes  

John Morton  

Janice Scott  

Charles Hinz  

Samuel Skip Rowley, Jr.  

Robin Morland  

William and Carol Hellums  
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Homer Piper  

Patsy Detamore 

 

Yearbooks Needed! 

� BHS Zonian:  before 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1923, 1937, 1999 

� CZC/PCC Conquistador:  before 1936, 1950, 1951, after 1972 

� CJHS/CMS Cougar's Pride: before 1966, 1974-81, 1990 

� PHS El Pacifico:  before 1960, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1966 

� Yearbooks from La Boca High School and Rainbow City/Silver City High School  

� Any elementary school yearbooks other than the Balboa Elementary School yearbooks for 1987-90 

 The Panama Canal Museum has recently transferred to the University of Florida an extensive library of Canal Zone schools and 
DoDDS-Panama yearbooks.  After the transfer there were still enough yearbooks left at the Museum to continue to have for research; 
to offer for sale; to offer to other institutions; and to send to the Overseas American Schools Historical Society in Wichita, KS,, to 
help it have a more complete collection of our yearbooks.  We would still welcome, though, donations of the yearbooks listed below.  
Having them will enable us to complete the collection we have sent to UF and aid in our yearbook digitization project. 
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Trustee Profile — Richard R. “Dick” Cunningham 

 Richard R. “Dick” Cunningham started volunteering at the Panama Canal Museum in 2001, after moving 

to the St. Petersburg, FL, area.  He was appointed to the board in 2002.  He spends his winters in Pinellas Park 

and works one or two days each week at the PCM.  His main contributions have been researching information, 

collecting photos, and making displays for the Panama Canal Society reunions.  His favorite project was 

producing the town-site maps that have become so popular at the reunions. 

 Dick was born at the Santo Thomas Hospital in Panama City, Rep. of Panama, on September 20, 1936.  He 

attended Balboa Elementary and Junior High schools.  The family then moved to Margarita, where he lived 

four years and attended Cristobal High School, graduating in 1954.  His family moved back to Balboa that 

summer, and Dick left to join the United States Air 

Force.  He spent four years as a weapons mechanic, 

working on fighter aircraft.  Following his Air Force 

service, he attended Indiana Technical College in Ft. 

Wayne, IN, where he graduated in December of 1960 

with a degree in electronic engineering. 

 During Dick’s college years he met and married 

Lynn Jordan of Ft. Wayne.  They have three children, 

six grandchildren and one great grandson.  Dick and 

most of his family live in the Tampa Bay area and enjoy 

all the family activities during their time in Florida. 

 In the Canal Zone, Dick’s parents, Janet and Ross 

Cunningham, were very active in community activities, including scouting, square dancing, sports and family 

celebrations.  Janet was born in Gorgas Hospital in 1914 and lived in Empire and Balboa.  Her dad, R. B. 

Potter, was a Roosevelt Medal holder with three bars.  Ross went to the Canal Zone in 1920 and worked in the 

accounting department in Balboa and Cristobal until retirement in 1962. 

                                    Lynn and Dick Cunningham 

  

 The University of Florida has published a brochure about the Panama Canal Museum collection at 
the University of Florida.  The brochure tells about the collection, explains how the PCM collections can 
be accessed online, suggests ways people can help, and provides a form to accompany contributions.   

  http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/giv_ops.html http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/giv_ops.html http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/giv_ops.html http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/giv_ops.html is the giving page that has the paragraph about the PCM/UF 
collaboration. 

 http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/images/PCMhttp://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/images/PCMhttp://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/images/PCMhttp://www.uflib.ufl.edu/giving/images/PCM----brochure.pdf brochure.pdf brochure.pdf brochure.pdf is where the brochure resides.  

 There are so many ways people can continue to be involved with the Panama Canal Museum 
collections, and UF wants to keep us aware of all the opportunities as the Museum continues to transfer 
items. 

University of Florida/Panama Canal Museum Brochure Available Online 
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Volunteer Profiles - The Walkerettes 

 From Emily Bliss:  Volunteering at 

the Panama Canal Museum's vendors’ 

booth at the annual reunion is a most 

rewarding activity.  Being a "sort-of" history buff, I love seeing and being around all of those wonderful 

books on every aspect of the Canal, plus other pertinent and beautiful memorabilia.  It is a wonderful 

place to be, also, to see so many former C.Z. friends that I otherwise might not meet.  

 When I met Curtis Bliss at Miami Senior High School in 1938 and eight years later married him, I had 

yet to find out what a family I was getting into:  Everyone literally breathed the Panama Canal!!  Curt's 

father arrived in the Canal Zone in 1905 and was appointed postmaster at Culebra in 1911, and then at 

the Cristobal post office where he remained until his retirement in 1934.  Needless to say, I had access to 

all of his collected material plus face to face conversations and unbelievable photos. 

 When Curtis returned from Europe after WWII, we were married and lived in the C.Z almost three 

years.  We returned to Miami to finish our degrees at the University of Miami and then moved to Brevard 

County, Cape Canaveral, FL. 

 I taught in the public schools and when teaching the chapter on the Panama Canal, my bulletin boards 

were the envy of the entire school:  I had those fabulous photos of the Canal construction to select from!

My entire life has been enhanced by my knowledge of the Canal through my husband and his family. 

 From Mickey Walker Fitzgerald, BHS 59:  I love being involved as a volunteer with the PC Museum.  It 

is an anchor while at the reunion, and I feel I am honoring my grandparents and parents by continuing 

the traditions that we grew up with in the Canal Zone.  I moved to the states after graduating from BHS in 

1959; married Martin Fitzgerald while in college; and lived in Germany, Georgia, Texas, West Virginia, 

Kentucky, and the Canal Zone before settling in Florida with our three young children.  It wasn’t until 

later that I began to understand the magnitude of the building of the Canal and its importance as an 

international waterway.  We have enjoyed being speakers at Museum luncheons and seminars, attending 

the “wedding” to UF, helping at the vendors’ tables, seeing friends and remembering happy times.  I’m 

proud to say I’m a descendant of a Roosevelt Medal holder, and that I am from the Canal Zone. 

 

Left to right:  Jeanne, Carole, Mickey, and Emily 

Continued on page 7 

  When the Walker sisters─Mickey 

Walker Fitzgerald, Jeanne Walker 

Wagner, and Carole Walker Miller────and 

their aunt, Emily Bliss, told us before the 

Panama Canal Society reunion this year 

that they would take care of the Museum’s 

vendors’ tables all Friday afternoon, we 

decided they just had to be the subjects of 

our next volunteer profiles!  They’ve 

provided us with profiles that touch on 

their family, the Canal Zone, volunteering 

for the museum—and more!  Enjoy! 
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The Walkerettes, continued 

 From Jeanne Walker Wagner, BHS 63:  Growing up and going to school in the Canal Zone, we learned 

“everything” about the Canalwhat it does and how it does it.  But it wasn’t until we started volunteering at 

the Museum vendors’ tables that I learned all the little details about how the running of the canal really 

depended on everyone doing all their “often behind the scenes” jobs.  It’s also the place where we really see and 

talk to so many of our friends and co-workers.  It was there that in talking to others we finally made plans to go 

back “home.”  Our trip was wonderful, and we asked ourselves why it took us so long to go back and see what a 

wonderful and great place it was where we lived and worked.  Sure, the city changed, but the things and places 

and foods that we loved were the same.  We couldn’t get back to our townsite of Cocoli, but the displays in the 

Museum Exhibit Room at the reunionespecially the maps of all the townsitesbrought back floods of 

memories.  It’s the Museum with its treasures that will keep our memories of ‘home sweet home’ alive.  There’s 

no place like it!!! Being involved, even if only during the reunion, gives me great pride in being a Zonian and 

part of such a great part of American history.  My husband even got me a personal license plate:  CZ4EVR. 

 From Carole Jeanne Miller, BHS 66:  I’ve been a volunteer at the PCM vendors’ tables for several years and 

love every minute I’m there.  As a member of the WalkerettesMickey Fitzgerald, Jeanne Wagner, Carole 

MillerI enjoy seeing old friends and neighbors we grew up with in the Zone.  I like to think I’m carrying on 

our parents’ (George & Mayno Walker) tradition of being involved and helping out.  I like to think getting 

involved and helping out is also a Zonian tradition.  Growing up in the Zone was such a unique and wonderful 

experience.  Our parents were so involved in our livesbaseball games with our brother, Fred; driving 

downtown to pickup bags of wood shavings for our horses at Kobbe stables; taking a car load of kids water 

skiing at the Little Lake from dad’s boat, the “Mayno;” spending the weekend at the “Bliss Casas” in Santa Clara 

and then Brownies, Girl Scouts and Rainbow Girls.  How did they get it all done?  These are memories money 

can’t buyonly in the Canal Zone.  Even though the Canal Zone isn’t like it was when we were growing up, the 

Museum has so many items to remind us of our old home and help keep those memories alive.  Books, bateas, 

coasters, mugs, tumblers, postcards, ornaments and so much more . . . OH, MY! 

 

 Stop by the Panama Canal Museum vendors’ tables and say “hi” to other Zonians.  See you next year at the 

reunion.  

 

 Are there any other families out there that would like to take a turn at the vendors’ tables or in the exhibit 

room at next year’s reunion?  Please contact the Museum! 

 

Canal Records Donated to the Museum────and More Needed! 

 Recent donations of 30 of the Panama Canal Society's Canal Records by Doug and Sharon Booth Schmidt and a few more by 
Joe and Beverly Bowman Wood have enabled us to come very close to being able to pass on a complete collection to the University 
of Florida as we transfer collections. Thank you, Doug, Sharon, Joe, and Bev! 

 If you can help by providing any of the following issues, we'll come even closer to having a complete collection: 

1972:  March, June, October 

1973:  June 

1974:  January, June, December 

1975:  December 

1977:  June, September, December 

1978:  January 

1981:  March 

1996:  June, December 
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North Carolina School District Receives MIAT 

 Danny Aleman recently presented a Panama Canal Museum in a Trunk (MIAT), sponsored by the Balboa 

High School Class of 1965, to the Charlotte-Mecklenberg, NC, school district.  His letter describing the 

experience appears below.  The PCM Board of Trustees thanks Danny and the other members of the BHS Class 

of 1965 for making the dedication of this trunk possible. 

Dear Friends, 

 

 I have just returned from the dedication ceremony of the Museum in a Trunk at Oaklawn Language 

Academy.  I am almost at a loss for words to describe the reception that I received, as well as the reception 

to the trunk.  It was beyond my wildest expectation, and I can say unequivocally that the Trunk is in good 

hands, and its future is bright! 

 To sum up the events of the day, the entire school had done its homework in preparation for the trunk 

presentation, and had decorated the entire school in every possible manner to reflect both Panama as well as 

the Canal.  The students had prepared short speeches ─ in Spanish ─ that reflected some aspect of the 

history of Panama and the Canal.  I was moved by their enthusiasm and their knowledge of the history and 

background of the Panama Canal.  

 Before I spoke, I was presented with a plaque thanking the BHS Class of 1965 for donating the trunk.  

 I would like to point out that Mara Cobe, the person who was in charge of the trunk at the district level, 

should be commended for her unwavering commitment to seeing that this trunk was given the best 

exposure possible.  Her vision was spot on.  I found out that the trunk will be a true travelling trunk, as it 

will be passed on from school to school for years to come. 

 I am very proud to have been given the honor of presenting the MIAT to the Charlotte-Mecklenberg 

School District and to help keep the history of the Panama Canal alive.  With the reception that it received 

today, I can say with great assurance that the history of what we were privileged to live will not be forgotten.  

 

Your friend and fellow Zonian, 

 

Danny Aleman 

 

P.S.  The icing on the cake was seeing George Linfors, as well as Diane Linfors, at the ceremony today.  

Left to right:  Mara Cobe, MariaMariaMariaMaria PetreaPetreaPetreaPetrea, Danny Aleman, George Linfors, 

(BHS ’65), Diane Brown Linfors, (BHS ‘64), CarmenCarmenCarmenCarmen    ConcepcionConcepcionConcepcionConcepcion.  
Danny Aleman and Mara Cobe  
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 Before, during, and after the annual Panama Canal Society reunion in July, molas were a center of interest for the museum.  

Before the reunion, there was much planning involved with obtaining a major mola collection—hundreds of molas—donated by 

Bertha Brown Read of Carmel Valley, CA.  They arrived in time for our exhibit committee to display a number of them at the 

reunion in the Museum exhibit room and at the cultural seminar.  We were delighted that Bertha was able to attend; be thanked by 

Joe Wood, Museum president, and be greeted by mola enthusiasts and friends from the Canal Zone. 

    Edith Barkowitz Crouch’s informative talk on molas at the cultural seminar was very well received.  Many ordered her book, 

The Mola:  Traditional Kuna Textile Art, which came out later in July.  That, too, took planning beforehand with Edie and a 

marketing representative from the publishing company, who supplied flyers about the cultural seminar 

and order forms that were almost as attractive as “real” molas!  In August, Edie autographed in Charlotte, 

NC, where she lives, books that were ordered at the reunion and in response to the eBlast the museum 

sent out after the reunion.  Books ordered in the future will be accompanied by an attractive bookplate 

signed by Edie.  Isabella Zemer Lively, a mola enthusiast herself, was one of the early readers of the 

book, now available in the Museum’s store, and wrote from California her first impressions of the book:  

“Only have had a chance to read about 20 pages of Edith's book.  It is one spectacular piece of work—

gorgeous molas beautifully photographed by her husband, her text─how it is put together, fantastic 

printing and publishing job done by Schiffer Publishing . . . I would label it a real ‘coffee table book.’” 

 After the reunion we also received word of another mola collection donation from Rebecca Green of 

Norfolk, VA.  Five years ago Becky had donated to the Museum about half of her mola collection.  She 

decided at that time to keep her favorite 12 framed molas to enjoy during her lifetime and leave to the 

Museum in her will.  However, on moving to a smaller place, she decided it would be a good time to donate her remaining molas to 

the Museum.  “I want to have the pleasure of donating them now and knowing they are going right where they belong,” Becky stated.  

The largest of these molas, 29 1/2” x 38”─48½” x 40¼” with the frame─is of the Seal of the United States.  When Becky and her 

husband first saw it, she said to him, “Where would we put it?”  His answer was, “We’ll find a place!”  We’re happy that Becky has 

found another place for that mola and the others she is donating to the Museum!  

All About Molas 

Three frequent volunteers at the Panama Canal Museum take time 

out from their work on the 2013 Museum calendar to admire molas 

from the Rebecca Green collection now on exhibit at the Museum.  

From left to right are Judi McCullough, Isabel Wood Egan, Judi McCullough, Isabel Wood Egan, Judi McCullough, Isabel Wood Egan, Judi McCullough, Isabel Wood Egan, and Ann Ann Ann Ann 

Wood.Wood.Wood.Wood.    

Molas from the collection of 

1200 molas and mola pieces 

donated to the Museum this 

summer by Bertha Brown 

Read (seated, right) provided 

a stunning background at the 

cu l tu ra l  s emina r  c o -

sponsored by the Panama 

Canal Museum and Panama 

Canal Society.   Here, Bertha 

is shown with Edith Barkowitz 

Crouch, the featured speaker 

at the seminar and author of 

The Mola: Traditional Kuna 

Textile Art.  In the back row 

are Tom Wilder Tom Wilder Tom Wilder Tom Wilder (left), 

president of the PCS, and Joe 

Wood, president of the PCM.  

                                       Yes────We're Having a Silent Auction in 2012! 

  The Museum's silent auction at the Panama Canal Society reunion in June 2012 promises to be our biggest and best 
yet.  You can help insure this by donating Panama Canal-related items and other high-quality items that our Zonian 
friends always appreciate.  We prefer to have the items sent to us as early in the year as possible to give us a chance to 
prepare the master list and bid sheets and even include information about some of the items in our publicity about the 
auction.  If you are unsure about any of the items you are donating, please contact the museum.  Thank you for your 
generosity! 
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Happy Holidays from the Panama Canal Museum Store! 

 With the beginning of the holiday season, the Museum's store is already receiving orders showing that it continues to be a 

favorite source of holiday presents for our members and friends. 

 This year's collectible ornament, a Toucan in a Palm Tree, will brighten up your Christmas tree─on its 

own─or as one of the ten annual collectible ornaments we have provided over the years.  The insert included 

with the ornament is both informative and attractive. 

 Our 2012 Panama Canal Townsites calendar is another appealing item we're pleased to be able to offer our 

shoppers.  With volunteers and staff working for about a year on the Panama Canal Townsites book, we had a 

wealth of material from which to select the contents of the calendar.  What isn't in the calendar is in the book!  One of our members, 

Norma Stillwell Martin, of Leesburg, VA, wrote about the book:  "It is loaded with 

information and history.  I learned much that I should have already known.  You ALL 

produced a gem."  Jeanne Flynn Stough's description of a Subert Turbyfill theatrical 

production prompted Norma to get one of two used copies of his book, My Panama Canal 

Theater Adventure, through Amazon.com as he was "my all time favorite teacher."  And 

since Norma is a Penn State alumnus, she particularly enjoyed reading Dr. Rachel A. 

Schipper's recounting of her semester at the Penn State Hilton when she student taught at 

Curundu Junior High School.  We are sure you, too, will find both the wonderful 

anecdotes of those who lived, attended school, and worked in these very special towns and 

the information about the towns culled from many of the Museum's resources a "must 

read" for all who have ever sipped the Chagres water! 

 Another hot off the press book we're pleased to be offering is Edith Barkowitz Crouch's The Mola:  Traditional Kuna Textile Art.  

Those of you who saw the examination copy and heard Edie speak at the reunion this summer know the book itself is a beautiful 

work of art and also a rich source of information on mola art.  Museum members Joe and Lucille Kane of Geneseo, NY, bought four 

copies of the book and later commented:  "The Mola:  Traditional Kuna Textile Art is a major reference book in the field of Kuna art.  

The art work of Panama is the equivalent of quilting in America."  What's not to like about 886 full-color photographs of striking 

molas?  A bookplate with Edie's autograph and a picture of the book in color adds another personal and artistic touch to the book. 

 Just as we were about sold out of the Museum's ever popular Opening the Gates to Canal Cuisine cookbook, the publisher 

permitted us to place another order for a limited number of copies.  We are so happy we are able to 

continue to offer this delicious book with all our favorite recipes for a while longer. 

  

 Being a museum, we can also offer "something old" this holiday season.  You can check our online 

listing of used book titles, used yearbooks, used telephone books, and used Panama Canal Reviews for 

"finds" for your history-, memento-, and Panama Canal-loving friends and family.  (see PCM website address on 

page 12) 

 

To complete your holiday shopping list, we have other book titles and the following: 

Happy Holidays!! 

Bateas 

Mugs and tumblers 

Yellow hibiscus coasters 

Jerry Fields prints 

Shorty and Slim CDs 

Symphony of the Americas  
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Baseball in the Canal Zone and Adalbert Fastlich 

 Baseball was huge for "boys" of all ages during the history of the American Era of the Panama Canal.  Zonians loved their 

baseball throughout the entire era. 

 If such a thing as "The Golden Age of Canal Zone Baseball" was ever declared, it would likely be the 1940's and 1950's.  During 

that period Zonians listened to, watched and played the game at every imaginable level.  We listened to Mel Allen, the Voice of the 

New York Yankees, describe every homerun as a Ballantine Blast or a White Owl Wallop over the Armed Forces Radio Network. 

 In the Republic we saw the Caribbean League teams of Panama, Cuba, Puerto Rico and Venezuela battle toward the annual 

Caribbean World Series.  Filled with superb Caribbean players, these teams also featured some U.S. major and minor leaguers 

playing winter baseball. 

 In the Zone we watched the high quality professional Isthmian Canal Zone League with the Pacific side Balboa Brewers and  

Diablo Devils, and the Atlantic side Cristobal Mottas and the Colon Lucky Strikers.  This league, comprised of U.S. professionals, also 

included some talented Zonians with high aspirations. 

 The scholastic level competition with the BHS Bulldogs, CHS Tigers, and the Junior College Green Wave was always intense and 

who could forget the Twilight League composed of teams from the working sector of the Zone which allowed each team to have a few 

military service men and a limited number of teen boys on their rosters.  In 1946 the New York Yankees visited the Zone and gave 

clinics to Zonians and star struck, wide eyed kids.  Principal Erickson of Balboa Elementary School even suspended classes one day so 

the kids could see Joe DiMaggio and the rest of the Bronx Bombers practice. 

 Little League Baseball was an established fact in the U.S., and when it came to the Zone in 1949, it created a place for 9 to 12 year 

old boys to build their baseball dreams and memories.  

 Yet, with all this baseball there was a notable absence of it for boys ages 13 to 15.  Along came Adalbert Fastlich, an Austrian 

soccer player, WWI soldier and wealthy businessman in Panama with a big, generous heart.  In 1950 he founded and sponsored the 

Fastlich Baseball League in the Canal Zone to fill that gap.  He provided uniforms and team equipment for the inaugural league and 

its first five teamsthe Conejos, Macaws, Ocelots, Palomas and Pumas.  Mr. Fastlich fulfilled the dreams of many Canal Zone boys 

and provided them with baseball memories and stories that survive and are relived at Panama Canal Society reunions year in and 

year out.  This 1951 photo of the high flying Palomas will renew many fond memories of baseball in the Canal Zone. 

Left to right.  Top Row- Assistant Coach Arthur Cotton, John Winklosky, Ray Bacot, Jim Powell, Mike Brandon, Louis CharlesArthur Cotton, John Winklosky, Ray Bacot, Jim Powell, Mike Brandon, Louis CharlesArthur Cotton, John Winklosky, Ray Bacot, Jim Powell, Mike Brandon, Louis CharlesArthur Cotton, John Winklosky, Ray Bacot, Jim Powell, Mike Brandon, Louis Charles, 

Coach Moises de La PenaMoises de La PenaMoises de La PenaMoises de La Pena.  Middle Row-Tim Hotz, Allen Cox, Bobby Lopez, Bob Zumbado. KneelingTim Hotz, Allen Cox, Bobby Lopez, Bob Zumbado. KneelingTim Hotz, Allen Cox, Bobby Lopez, Bob Zumbado. KneelingTim Hotz, Allen Cox, Bobby Lopez, Bob Zumbado. Kneeling----Joe Wood, Bill Hatchett, Joe Wood, Bill Hatchett, Joe Wood, Bill Hatchett, Joe Wood, Bill Hatchett, 

batgirl    Judy Hotz, Charlie Eder, Dan Winklosky.  Judy Hotz, Charlie Eder, Dan Winklosky.  Judy Hotz, Charlie Eder, Dan Winklosky.  Judy Hotz, Charlie Eder, Dan Winklosky.  Camera shy ----    Dick Angstad, Bobby CrooksDick Angstad, Bobby CrooksDick Angstad, Bobby CrooksDick Angstad, Bobby Crooks 
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THE PANAMA CANAL MUSEUM  
MISSION AND VISION 

 
 The mission of the Panama Canal Museum is to 
document, interpret and articulate the role of the 
United States in the history of Panama, with emphasis 
on the construction, operation, maintenance and 
defense of the Panama Canal and the contributions to 
its success by people of all nationalities. 

 The vision of the Panama Canal Museum is to 
achieve national and international recognition as the 
foremost source of historical information uniquely 
dedicated to documentation of the United States’ 
participation in the history of Panama. 

Upcoming Upcoming Upcoming Upcoming 2012201220122012    Events Events Events Events     

� January 16January 16January 16January 16----26:26:26:26:        "Panama Canal Sunfarer" cruise on Holland America's MS 

Zuiderdam departing from Fort Lauderdale.  Contact the PCM. 

� March 4March 4March 4March 4----11:11:11:11:        Norwegian Cruise Line's cruise to the Western Caribbean departing from 

Tampa on the Star.  Prices guaranteed through Nov 30.  BOOK NOWBOOK NOWBOOK NOWBOOK NOW    with Palm Coast 

Travel Leaders (386-445-0007 or 888-652-1365) and mention your PCM membership. 

� April 14:  April 14:  April 14:  April 14:  Space Coast Bunco VII, Cocoa Village, FL, ─ a PCM fundraiser. 

Great news!  There's still time to make an IRA Charitable Rollover Gift for 2011 

  If you have an individual retirement account, you can transfer a maximum of $100,000 to 

your favorite charities like the Panama Canal Museum─all without having to count the transfers 

as income for federal income tax purposes.  It's a simple way of making a charitable gift by using 

funds that may no longer be needed from your IRA.  And the transfer will count towards your 

annual required minimum distribution.  Best of all, it's your chance to provide a donation to 

support the Panama Canal Museum and its operations, activities, and collection, or our 

successor organization.  Please contact the Museum for more information. 


