
 

Naƒ0/ $0.00/ €0.00 

 Kunuku Shimaruku, PO Box 407, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles, Phone 790-8988, 790-6518,  email: reporter@bonairenews.com          Since 1994 



Page 2   Bonaire Reporter   February 8-22, 2008 

T he dismantling of  the 
Netherlands Antilles as a 

country is on schedule, 
emphasized Minister of  
Constitutional and Internal Affairs 
Roland Duncan during the 
political consultation with the 
Netherlands, Curaçao and St. 
Maarten on Tuesday January 22. 
See story to right for the latest 
status on Bonaire’s progress. 
 

  Bonaire Economics Com-
missioner Burney Elhage made a 
strong appeal Wednesday not to 
jump to any conclusions about 
the currency to be introduced in 
the BES Islands following his 
euro-friendly comments in Hol-
land.  “A first draft study by the 
Netherlands has resulted in the 
experts being, in the first instance, 
very positive about introduction 
of the US dollar as the currency 
for the BES islands (Bonaire, St. 
Eustatius and Saba). Based on 
that I said that Bonaire is not 
against the introduction of the 
dollar. It’s almost a natural 
choice, but we cannot make any 
choice yet,” Elhage added. 

 
  Informed sources have told 

The Reporter that adoption of the 
euro as the exclusive currency 
of Bonaire when the Antillean 
guilder is phased out would be a 
mistake. They pointed out that 
having both American and Euro-
pean tourists using their local 
currency allows for more prosper-
ity when one or the other has eco-
nomic hardship. Just a few years 
ago when the dollar was strong 
vs. the euro, Dutch tourists were a 
trickle rather than today’s strong 
flow accompanied by a strong 
euro. They also point out that the 
euro-based French-side St. Martin 
residents flock to the dollar-based 
Dutch side every day for bargains.  

 
  The Minister of Justice 

said that a new, more user-
friendly immigration registra-
tion and monitoring system is 
presently in its testing phase. It 
will facilitate improved registra-
tion, management and exchange 
of immigration information and 
more effective supervision and 
control of aliens.  

 

  The Bonaire Executive 
Council, in a press release is-
sued last week, denied that it 
had violated any agreements 
made on the issuance of land. 
The Executive Council (BC) said 
that even with the development of 
all the reserved parcels of land, 
less than 9% of the geographical 
surface of Bonaire would be de-
veloped; and this doesn’t include 
the surface of Klein Bonaire.   
This statement was part of a re-
sponse to State Secretary for 
Kingdom Relations, Ank Bi-
jleveld, who was critical of Bon-
aire's Development Plans. The BC 
says that it is not correct to use 
the developments around the 
Mangrove Village as an example 
for the environmental planning 
policy. In order to protect nature 
and the environment, the investors 
must comply with the conditions 
in the agreements, they said.   

 
  The Dutch government 

said last Friday it would explore 
new ways of protecting its coast-
line from the effects of climate 
change, including the use of 
ground-breaking sensor technol-
ogy. 

The Netherlands, which has a 
quarter of its territory below sea 
level, will spend 22 million euros 
(US $32.7 million) on anti-
flooding projects. It would be 
good if they include  its future 
new "village," Bonaire, in the 
initiative as most of the south-
ern half of Bonaire is less than a 
meter above sea level. 

 
  Will this new gas guzzler 

Dutch tax apply in Bonaire next 
year? Because of it a Hummer 
now costs €19,000 (US $28,000;  
Naƒ 49.560) more in the Nether-
lands. The new gas-guzzle tax 
came into force last week, penal-
izing cars that exceed a limit on 
emissions of the greenhouse gas 
carbon dioxide. 

 
  Even though the Netherlands 

Antilles is supposed to disappear 
on December 15, 2008, it will 
offer a bond issue on Tuesday, 
February 19. The issue concerns 
a 7.5% loan with a maturity of 10 
years with a semiannual coupon. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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   Across from INPO  
Open: 8:30-12:30, 2:00-5:30 

Owner  Operated 

freewieler@flamingotv.net 
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L ast week 
the Neth-

erlands and the 
"BES is-
lands" (Bonaire, 
St. Eustatius and 
Saba) reached 
agreements on 
items critical to 
establishing 
direct ties to 
The Nether-
lands as well as 
defining the 
goal for the 
standard of living for the is-
landers, a sticking point in the 
last round of talks. Delegation 
leader Ramonsito Booi ex-
plained that this does not mean 
that  benefits will be the same as 
in The Netherlands because the 
islands' economy would be dis-
rupted. The Dutch level is con-
sidered as a benchmark.  

As a result of the meetings, the 
Dutch Government will take 
on responsibilities for health 
care, public safety, education 
and social security. The stan-
dard of living for the BES is-
lands, following their constitu-
tional status as "public entities," 
will be norms acceptable within 
the Netherlands, rather than the 
norms of other Caribbean is-
lands. The Netherlands will be 
responsible for the legislation 
and funding in these four areas 
while the islands will carry them 
out. Special consideration is to 
be given regarding the  small 
populations and areas of the 
islands, distance from the Neth-
erlands, the small and the cur-
rent administrative; and social 
economic levels lag those of 
Holland. 

The proposed  laws defining 
the new status of the BES is-
lands, called the WolBES, will 
be sent to the Dutch  Legisla-
ture's Second Chamber and the 
Island Councils of Bonaire, St. 
Eustatius and Saba for review. 

Among other things it gives the 
islands the right of representa-
tion and voting in the Legisla-
ture.  

Specifically, all children of 
the three islands will have an 
equal opportunity for educa-
tion to continental Dutch chil-
dren. A proposal will be worked 
out for a scholarship program for 
the Caribbean islands. The pos-
sibility of free university pre-
paratory and advanced education 
will be studied, compulsory edu-
cation will be maintained, and 
special attention will be paid to 
students who need special care. 

A new public health care 
insurance system will be devel-
oped and the Dutch Health Min-
istry will finance the drafting of 
a long term housing plan for the 
BES islands. 

The social security system of 
the BES islands also will be 
changed from the Antillean 
model to a Dutch model and 
the outline of the system will be 
presented this month.  

The effect of separate meas-
ures in the area of taxes, social 
benefits and insurance 
(including health care insur-
ance and pensions), on spend-
ing power and the population's 
burden will be evaluated be-
fore the summer of 2008. 

The Dutch Government will 
take responsibility for basic po-

(Continued on page 9) 

Closer Ties 
With  

Holland 

Dutch Prime Minister Balkenende meets with 
Bonaire delegation leader Ramonsito Booi. 

Antillenhuis  
photo 



Page 3   Bonaire Reporter   February 8-22, 2008 

A  small, but enthusiastic, 
group inaugurated Bon-

aire’s  International Year of the 
Reef 2008 participation last week 
in Wilhelmina Park. It followed up 
a news conference as part of the 
International Coral Reef Initiative 
Meeting in Washington D.C. on 
January 24, when government offi-
cials from Bonaire joined coral 
reef experts and managers from the 
US, Mexico and France to offi-
cially inaugurate the International 
Year of the Reef.   

The island’s slogan for the 
IYOR, “Bonaire, Leading By 
Example,”  was announced at the 
park ceremony. The first of 12 
paintings created by school chil-
dren with an IYOR theme was 
unveiled.  Each of the 12 paintings 
will be on display throughout the 
year at various locations for resi-
dents and visitors to enjoy. 

As part of the IYOR celebration, 
STINAPA announced the designa-
tion of two fish protected areas on 
Bonaire’s reef to encourage the 
population growth of large fish 
species.   

In 1997, Bonaire became IYOR’s 
first partner in the Caribbean to 
establish a comprehensive plan 
dedicated to executing a program 
of public education about coral 
reefs, assessing the conditions of 
coral reefs and collaborating with 
local communities and other reef 

 

managers to develop and imple-
ment plans for the use of irre-
placeable reef resources. During 
that year Bonaire also hosted the 
International Year of the Reef’s 
inaugural Dive Festival event. As 
a focal destination for the 2008 
celebration of IYOR, Tourism 
Corporation Bonaire (TCB) has 
joined forces with the Coral Reef 
Alliance (CORAL), Earth Echo 
International, STINAPA and 
NOAA to execute a program that 
will continue the work that the 
Island began 11 years ago.  

Other IYOR activities taking 

place on Bonaire include Bonaire 
Dive Into Summer 2008; The 
NOAA- IYOR Environmental 
Project: a summer-long overarch-
ing ecology project; Love Our 
Planet Week and Clean Up the 
World Weekend and International 
Year of the Reef (IYOR) Week, 
June 21-28.  IYOR week will fea-
ture guest speakers Jan and Alex-
andra Cousteau from Earth Echo 
International who will give semi-
nars and lead dives, and experts 
from CORAL that will give work-
shops.  

G.D. 

SGB Teacher Gemma van der Linden with Pernilla Mansveld 
and Ruard Anthony, winners of the artistic competition 

In Papiamentu and English, STINAPA proclaims the Interna-
tional Year of the Reef that leads off with the slogan, “Bonaire 

Leads by Example,” in English and ends with “Join with us for a 
sustainable development for Bonaire,” in Papiamentu. 

Elsmarie Beukenboom, Director of STINAPA, gave an eloquent, 
impassioned speech for coral reef preservation.  The winning 

painting is the backdrop 
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From Bonaire Nautico Marina 

BONAIRE NAUTICO MARINA 
At It Rains Fishes Restaurant 

Call Henk at 560-7254 / Bob 786-5399  
www.bonairenauticomarina /VHF 68 

info@bonairenauticomarina.com 

Water/115/220V & Cable TV  
Dinghy tie-up at north-inside dock  

US$10 weekly from Saturday to 
Saturday. Pay at Kantika di Amor 
water taxi daily 10 am, 12, 2 pm. 
Sundays 10 am only. 

Your boat name will be recorded. 

THE ONLY  
WALKON / WALKOFF  

Catamaran Kantika di Amor  
NO CLIMBING! 

Trips daily via resorts at 10 am, 12, 2 pm  
Except Sunday at 10 am only 

TRIPS 
Every 
Day 

FULL DIGITAL SERVICES 
FUJI MINI-LAB 
KODAK & FUJI FILM 
SLIDES 
E-6 PROCESSING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS 
BATTERIES 
CAMERAS 
FRAMES 
PHOTO ALBUMS 
GREETING CARDS 
DIGITAL AND MORE... 

Les Galeries Shopping Center 
(Bordering the parking lot) 

Tel. 717-5890 
Open M-F 8:30-12, 2-6 pm,  

Sat. 9-12 

NOW! 

Digital Processing 

CDs, Cards,  more 

The general public can subscribe to 
this bond issue at all commercial 
banks in the Netherlands Antilles 
until10am on February 15, 2008. 

 
  Last week the Bank of the 

Netherlands Antilles warned the 
public about the circulation of 
false banknotes. Although the 
extent of counterfeiting is not sub-
stantial at the moment, the bank is 
nevertheless concerned. 

Last year, counterfeiters were 
removing the gold foil found on 10 
guilder notes and pasting it on the 
false 100 guilder notes they pro-
duced, which made the poor qual-
ity counterfeit notes look more 
authentic. For information con-
cerning the authenticity character-
istics of bank notes visit 
www.centralbank.an . If you be-
lieve you have been the victim of 
counterfeiting, contact the police. 
A person who falsifies or is aware 
of paying with false money is sub-
ject to a  nine-year prison sentence. 

 
  Based on information provided 

to the Dutch Parliament, following  
Indonesia, Venezuela was the 
Dutch economy’s biggest 
weapons export destination in 
2006 with €196 million.  Member 
of Parliament Martijn van Dam 
indicated that the Netherlands 
delivers a lot of arms to Venezuela 
and asked the Defense Minister 
whether the threats of  President 
Hugo Chávez towards the 
Netherlands Antilles ought to be 
taken seriously. 
 

   The Save Japan Dolphins 
Coalition sent a letter to Antilles 
Governor Frits Goedgedrag and 
Prime Minister Emily de Jongh-
Elhage last week, focusing on the 
dolphins caught in the wild by 
Cuba that were purchased by the 
Sea Aquarium in Curacao, asking 
for their return to the sea.   
 

  The foundation Ban Boneiru 
Bèk (Let's Return to Bonaire) 
wants to keep the island's 
population in balance.  The 
foundation wants 75% of the 
population to be Antillean-born. It 
says the the current percentage is 
67%.  Its first step is to see whether 
Bonerians, especially those living 
in Holland,  want to return to 
Bonaire.   
According to chairwoman Celia 
Fernandez Pedra, the motivation to 
establish the foundation was the 
alarming figures of the develop-
ment of Bonaire’s population.  Its  
website is 
www.banboneirubek.com . 
The foundation asked AMFO for 
financial support last year, which 
was denied.     
 

 The Antillean Co-Financing 
Organization, AMFO, a prime 
agency to dispense money to 
fight poverty on the Antillean 
islands, last Tuesday activated its 
upgraded website, which it says 
will offer more extensive infor-
mation to the public.  Its up-
graded website retains the name, 
www. samfo.org. A press release 
said, “The site has been expanded a 
great deal with  more information, 

especially relevant to all NGOs 
that require funding.” At the mo-
ment the site is only in Dutch, but 
the Papiamentu and English ver-
sions will soon be added. AMFO, 
which has been restructured and 
which has now been active in its 
new form for eight months, also 
announced that it is currently inter-
nally evaluating its procedures. 
 

  Finally, the new vehicle 
number plates are available. Get 
your white plate with blue digits at 
the Ontvanger’s Office. 

 
  The St. Elisabeth Hospital on 

Curaçao informed the Bonaire 
Government that the intensive 
care unit is full and that Bonairean 
patients cannot be admitted for the 
time being.    

 
  According to the records of a 

local veterinarian, Jan Laarakker, 
Dalmatians are not among the 
most popular island dogs as we 
reported last week. Leading the 
pack are "pit bulls" followed by 
Dobermans and Rottweilers. 
Dalmatians aren't in the top 10. 

 
  STINAPA has  a new up-

scale Boston Whaler to carry out 

its Marine Park patrols.  It com-
pliments several other boats in the 
Park fleet. 

 Last week the SGB high 
school  chemistry classroom  was 

Flotsam and Jetsam (Cont. from pg. 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 

 
EILANDGEBIED BONAIRE 

Advertentie / Aviso / Advertisement 

Declaration of Room Tax Bonaire 
 

The Executive Council has noticed that recently more and more commercial and private 
accommodations, among others, apartments, rooms and houses, are being rented or provided 
to tourists and visitors. 

 

For this activity a room tax of NAƒ 9,75 per person per night is levied. However, for tour-
ists or visitors who are residents of the Netherlands Antilles or Aruba, and for children under 
the age of 13, no tax is due. 

 

Some of the accountable persons have not yet made a declaration for this tax. 
The Executive Council invites everyone who has not yet done this so far, and who have 

rented out or provided accommodations in the years 2005, 2006 and/or 2007, to make the 
declaration for these years and pay the accountable amount at the Tax Collectors office.  

The last day to do so is February 20, 2008. After this date the tax is considered overdue, 
with a penalty added and will be presented to those who fail to make the declaration. 

Declaration forms can be collected at the Tax Collectors Office, (Ontvanger), 
J.A. Abraham Boulevard 27. 

 

E.M. Rijswijk  Denturist 

ARE YOUR DENTURES: 

 Loose? 
 

 Cracked? 
 
 Missing  

        Teeth? 

 In Your  
        Pocket? 
 

 Worn? 
 

 Causing  
       Gum Pain? 

Call For An Appointment 717-2248 or 786-3713 

 
Kaya J.G. Hernandez z/n 
(Near Botika Korona) 

 

New hours:   
9 am-12 pm,  
2 pm—4 pm 

Monday-Friday 

Repairs while  
you wait. 

 The Jong 
Bonaire 
Youth Center 
is organizing 
its first ever  
“Jong Bon-
aire Fun 
Walk,” on 
Sunday the 
17th of Febru-
ary at 7 
o’clock in the 
morning. 

The start of 
this 20 kilo-
meter walk 
will be at 
Wilhelmina 
Park and the 
finish at Jong 
Bonaire.  
This is a competition. It’s a good opportunity to walk with family 
or friends or get to know new people, while walking on our beau-
tiful island of Bonaire.  

Tickets are Naƒ 15,- for adults and Naƒ 10,- for kids under 12. 
You will get a free meal, drinks, fruit, a t-shirt and a water bottle. 

You may buy your tickets at the De Freewieler bike shop or at 
Jong Bonaire during working hours. 

Everybody, young and old, is invited to participate and turn this 
1st Jong Bonaire Fun Walk into a huge success. Sponsors in-
clude Caribbean Homes and The Millennium Inn.  

Jong Bonaire is one of the largest programs in the Antilles deal-
ing with teenagers and serves hundreds of high school students 
here on the island of Bonaire. The programs include homework 
support, computers, music and art lessons, sports and many other 
activities, all supervised by a professional staff and local volun-
teers.  

Funwalk 
Route 
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S piritual Medium Jan Ar-
nold Franken was in Bon-

aire for two weeks recently to 
offer his services to many of us 
who feel that our experiences  in 
life have a deeper meaning and 
are tools that we can learn from 
and grow as human beings. He 
offered workshops, one-to-one 
consults, aura readings, channel-
ing, psychometric help and sound 
advice. Rather than sunbathing 
on the beach he prefers to be of 
service on our island.  

Jan Arnold was born a me-
dium; he’s been communicating 
with his spiritual  guides for as 
long as he can remember. From 
the time he was very young  peo-
ple sought his advice concerning 
health and relationship issues and 
even took him along when they 
had to decide which house to buy. 
His way of dealing with these 
questions wasn’t through his own 
point of view, he felt guided and 
learned to trust this guidance with-
out interference from his own 
thoughts or doubts.  

 From the age of 16 he’s worked 
full time with his gift; for him it 
was natural to know the answers 
other people struggled for. He 
went to school like other kids, but 
he felt very vulnerable and differ-
ent. Some years later he started his 
own practice and has continued 
ever since. He feels what he is 
doing is a mission; he just follows 
his calling. It doesn’t feel like 

work; he cannot NOT do it.  
Jan Arnold comes across as a 

very down-to-earth man with both 
feet firmly on the ground. He 
trusts his own experience and 
knows for example that reincarna-
tion is a fact since he communi-
cates with the deceased regularly.  

After 30 years of working in this 
field he knows that nowadays 
more and more people are calling 
themselves mediums (and we all 
are) but using this on other people 
shouldn’t be taken lightly. It’s 
very important to be balanced and 
stable. Each of us has our own 
frequency and the world around us 
resonates to that. We either 
“collide” with others or feel at 

ease with them. Nowadays nine 
out of 10 children born are so 
called “New Age Children.” They 
resonate to higher frequencies and 
thank God many parents feel and 
understand it. In the past their 
abilities had to be stopped or ig-
nored.  

Because all of us have strong 
abilities in different fields Jan 
Arnold feels that his mission is to 
help people discover, develop and 
trust these abilities. All of us have 
dreams, get signals and hunches, 
have precognitions. Certain fears 
or insecurities can even have their 
origin in a past life. Jan Arnold 
can see the cause and can help the 
person recognize it and guide 
them through it. We all have our 
guides and help from the other 
side; the more we are able to use 
this guidance the happier and 
healthier we can live our lives 
here.  

In this period on earth people 
feel the need to know themselves 
better. Who we are is, for a big 
part, the result of our upbringing. 
Now many people are ready to 
find out what comes from the out-
side and what really comes from 
their inner self? “Who am I 
really?” 

By giving his workshops on 
Bonaire, Curaçao and Aruba, he 
offers people the possibility of 
reaching their goals and enjoying 
the journey by means of coaching. 
During the workshops an inner 

process is stimulated to work out 
certain obstacles from the past in 
order to reach the freedom to act 
intuitively, to broaden spiritual 
knowledge and be able to live and 
share it.  

ONE-TO-ONE CONSULTS 
Jan Arnold uses his clairvoy-

ance, his clairaudience and aura 
readings so that you are able to 
look at yourself (because every-
thing you are is present in you). 
Every answer is there, but some-
times you can’t see it and Jan Ar-
nold is able to mirror this. Then 
you can go on and change the 
things within that you want to 
have changed. Jan Arnold lets 
himself be guided by “what comes 
through” without filtering any-
thing.  

 MEETINGS: Aurology, Tarot, 
Psychometry 

Jan Arnold explains what he is 
doing, how he is working and 
what he is using. Everyone present 
can draw a Tarot card, have his 
aura read or bring an object or 
picture for psychometric observa-
tions .  

GROUP WORKSHOPS  
 The Spiritual Coaching work-

shop helps you to discover what 
you want to reach in life, what you 
want to change in order to reach 
your goals. This also includes a 
journey through the chakras, your 
energy points, and where obstruc-
tions are being stored.  

The Channeling workshop deals 

with being able to make contact 
with your inner knowledge, get-
ting your own answers by letting 
go of want you want or fear to 
hear and  allowing and trusting  
what comes up spontaneously.   

Karma and Reincarnation 
workshop – If you are able to look 
into your karmic lessons you’ll 
understand why you are who you 
are and why you are here. Under-
standing yourself gives you the 
power to take control and change 
what you want to change. 

 Jan Arnold will be back on 
Bonaire  from March 14 to 
March 24 

His contact on Bonaire: 786-
3341; Website: www.spirituele-
coaching.nl or 
www.bbderidder.nl,                                                        
e mail info@bbderidder.nl.   

Photo & story by Louise Rood    
           
Author  Louise (Lous) Rood, is 

the former owner of Sorobon 
Beach Resort, and founder of the 
Bonaire Animal Shelter. She lived 
for many years on the island, left 
for a while to travel the world, but 
has since returned. She teaches 
silversmithing and stone setting, 
gives yoga to kids at school and 
gives private yoga classes from 
her house. 

Rood says, “Bonaire always had 
and still has a draw for many pio-
neers who contribute to the island 
in their own unique way. I am 
interested in their stories, their 
ideals, motives, philosophy and 
their experiences, which can also 
inspire and stimulate others.”  

Jan Arnold Franken  
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 ROBBED AND ANGRY 
  
My husband and his friends have 

been going to Bonaire to dive for the 
last 10 years. He and his friends 
again scheduled their furlough 
(vacation) to Bonaire for Jan. 26, 
2008 to Feb. 6, 2008.  They really 
enjoy the diving there. I too, have 
been to Bonaire a few times. 

They arrived in Bonaire last night 
(1/26/08) thru American Airlines 
which was scheduled to land at 
8:55pm. They went thru customs, 
picked up their truck rental and were 
on their way to the house that they 
rented on EEG Boulevard (through 
VRBO.Com).  They met the person 
at the house, she gave them their 
tour, and she left.  The guys were 
hungry so they went into town and 
grabbed a burger. They were gone 
for about one hour. When they re-
turned, they discovered that some-
one had broken into the place 
and my husband’s and friends’ per-
sonal and expensive belongings 
were stolen.  Some of the items were 
an AGA mask ($800), Dive regula-
tor ($500), 80 Gb Apple ($350), 
accessories to IPOD($300), Bose 
speaker for IPOD($400), Digital 
camera ($250), 6 pairs men’s swim 
trunks ($180),  Cell phone 
($200), man’s jacket ($100),  man's 
toiletry bag which consisted of a 
shaver, water pick, tooth brush 
and paste, deodorant, dental floss, 

vitamins, other odds and ends 
($125), cigars ($50). 

It took the police awhile to get 
there.  Police returned Sunday morn-
ing and were searching the house for 
fingerprints. 

I was reading today on the internet 
that the burglary and crime in Bon-
aire were up.  I also read that the 
individuals doing this are going to 
where the tourists are renting homes, 
condos, and even resorts to rob them 
while they (the tourists) are sleep-
ing. 

My husband and his friends were 
in Bonaire for only 2 HOURS and 
all this happened. What a way to 
start your furlough (my husband and 
friends are firefighters).  

It is a real SHAME for your beau-
tiful island.  

I know I will be telling this story 
to anyone and everyone who wants 
to go to Bonaire for a vacation and I 
will tell them to go somewhere else. 

  
The wife of a  

Burglarized Victim 

Letter  
to the Editor 

  

Kaminda Lagun 24A, Tel 717-4255 

Dierenartsen team: 
Drs. Arie Binksma 
Drs. Hans & Etty Lambeek 
Drs. Seib Fietsma 
Drs. Ytzen v.d. Werf 

Next to the Animal Shelter 
Banda di Dierenaisel 
Naast het Dierenaisel 

The clinic is open from: 
Klinika ta habri di: 
De kliniek is geopened van: 

Consulting Monday, Wednesday and Friday 13:30-14:30 
Hours  Tuesday, Thursday 17:00-17:30; Saturday 11.00-12.00 
          or by appointment every day 
  available 24 hours a day, including weekends: Tel. 790-6001 
  
Orario: djaluna, djarason i djabierne 13:30-14:30 
  djamars i djaweps 17:00-17:30; djasabra 11.00-12.00 
         of sigun sita tur dia 
  24 ora pa dia disponibel, tambe den wikent: Tel. 790-6001 
  
Spreekuur: maandag, woensdag en vrijdag 13:30-14:30 
  dinsdag en donderdag 17:00-17:30; zaterdag 11.00-12.00 
                of volgens afspraak elke dag 
  24 uur per dag bereikbaar, ook in het weekend: Tel. 790-6001 

  

  Direct postoperative care 
  Stroke and other neurological 

        illnesses 
  Developmental therapy for  

        children 
  Care after amputation and  

        prosthesiology 
  Relaxation techniques 
  Pulmonary therapy 
  Medical fitness & sport guidance 
  Diabetes care 
  Heart-rehabilitation 
  Lymph therapy 

Kaya Grandi 67 
Open Monday-Friday 7.00-12.00 and 
13.30 -21.00 (Fridays close at 18.00)  
 

Saturday from 9.00 -12.00 
 

 Phone 717-7030/7850  Fax 717-2444 

Bonaire’s Finest Facility for 
Physiotherapy and Fitness 

SPECIALITIES 

Starting Now! Groups for 

weight loss and  

chronic low back pain  

We Care For the People on Bonaire 

L ast week at the CIEE cen-
ter a presentation was 

given by the NOAA (US Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration) researchers who 
have been mapping Bonaire 
reefs. 

 Part of NOAA's mission is to 
explore the ocean for the purpose 
of discovery and the advance-
ment of knowledge. The Bonaire 
mission aims to enhance knowl-
edge of coral reefs and their 
value and to motivate people to 
take action to sustain them. The 
work in Bonaire has an espe-
cially high profile in 2008, which 
is the International Year of the 
Reef (IYOR). 

 The team of scientists, engi-
neers and technical divers 
mapped the coral reefs around 
Bonaire using Autonomous Un-
derwater Vehicles (AUVs). Their 
work will eventually be pre-
sented on Google Earth maps 
and be available to all in about 
one year. 

 The Bonaire expedition is led 
by Mark Patterson of the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS), along with co-Principal 
Investigators Arthur Trembanis 
(University of Delaware), Jim 
Leichter and Dale Stokes 
(Scripps Institution of Oceanog-
raphy). In addition to the Princi-
pal Investigators and 16 students 
from Delaware, academics have 
come to assist the mission from 

NOAA's Under-
sea Research 
Center (NURC, 
US), the Univer-
sity of British 
Columbia 
(Canada), and 
the National 
Oceanography 
Centre South-
ampton (UK). 
Technology 
specialists from 
Iceland and 
England are also 
on hand, helping gather the data 
needed to understand the reef 
environment.  

 One of the key aims of the 
mission is to look at ways of 
collecting sub-sea data using 
novel technology. Three AUVs 
are mapping the corals and tak-
ing measurements from the sea 

around them. Two “Gavia” man-
portable AUVs along with the 
“Fetch1” AUV designed by 
Mark Patterson are carrying vari-
ous types of survey equipment 
into areas that would be danger-
ous to visit or slow to explore 
using divers or surface boats.     
G.D. 

REMEMBERANCE 
 
Joan Thielgard is planning an 

"Evening of Remembrance" for 
her late husband, Larry, on Mon-
day, February 11, at 7 pm at the 
International Bible Church.  All of 
Larry’s friends are invited to meet  
members of Larry's family-his son 
John, daughter Susan, and wife
(Joan).   

 
For more information call 717-

4100.  

Carib Inn’s Bruce Bowker on the simulator 
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Unique Gifts for you and yours… 
Books and magazines for a breezy afternoon 
read… chocolates and candies for the sweetest 

of teeth… toys for tots of all ages... 
 

VALERIE’S AIRPORT SHOPS 
 

   Airport Shopping,.... "Localized" 
   

 Phone 717-5324/ 
  Fax 717-5610 

OPEN  

LATE! 

closed for safety reasons.   
Principal Serapio Pop had the 

classroom checked to determine the 
exact locations of gas leakages. 
“We have stopped the practical 
chemistry lessons and have agreed 
to replace these with theory lessons 
until the situation is restored,” said 
Pop.  The school is also having a 
lot of problems with rats in the 
ceiling.  

A reliable source sent us photos 
that seem to show that the high 
school is in dire need of a cleanup. 
One is above. 

 Last Thursday two of Johan-
netta Gordijn’s SGB high school 
students, Rockel Ellis (1st ) and 
Roderick Gonsales (3rd), received 
prizes because they won the In-
convenient Truth Essay Competi-
tion. They are HAVO 5 students 
and they wrote their essays in their 
Dutch class.   
This competition was organized by 
BONHATA and the prizes were 
awarded by Dr. George Buckley of 
The Environmental Management 
Programs, Harvard University. The 
ceremony took place at Captain 
Don's Habitat. The other two win-
ners were also SGB students, but 
they were not on hand to collect 
their prizes.  

 
  The US presidential race is 

heating up. US citizens living in 
Bonaire can vote in presidential 
and certain other stateside elec-
tions provided they register to vote. 
Alan Gross and Jane Townsend 
pointed us to a website: http://
www.votefromabroad.org/ that can 

handle the details free of charge.  
US citizens can also contact the 
Board of Elections (Google them) 
of the state where they last lived for 
information and required forms.  

 
  The “Books for Bonaire” 

action that Tourism Corporation 
Bonaire (TCB) organized in the 
Netherlands in the summer was 
very successful.  Thirty boxes of 
books were collected.   

TCB thanks everybody who con-
tributed, especially the Biblionef 
Foundation that donated 400 books.  
Rocargo Services Bonaire and IFC 
International took care of the trans-
portation to Bonaire. Marisela 
Croes of TCB handed the books to 
the personnel of the public library.  

 
  TCB  reminded residents that 

during major cruise ship visits,  
except for taxis and other cruise- 
ship-related traffic the following 
rules are in effect: 

•Executive Council building 
parking lot closed 
•Kaya Grandi closed to traffic- 
noon to 5 pm 
•Waterfront (Karel’s to pier) 
closed to traffic- 7 am to 5 pm 
•Waterfront (Divi to pier) closed 
to traffic- noon to 5 pm 

 
 The Cruise Lines International 

Association (CLIA), in its annual 
report on the status of the cruise 
industry, predicted a record year 
for 2008, projected to carry 12.8 
million passengers.  Cruise lines 
also maintained their high usage 
rates, with an occupancy factor of 
over 105% in 2007. 
CLIA said eight new ships and 
two redeployed vessels will join 
the fleet in 2008.  
 

 Think the price of (regular) 
gasoline is high in Bonaire? How 
would you like to pay $6.82 a 
gallon as they do in Oslo, Norway? 
Some other prices:  
Brussels, Belgium - $6.16 
London , UK - $5.96  
Tokyo, Japan  - $5.25  
Sao Paulo, Brazil - $4.42  
Bonaire, NA - $4.24   
New Delhi , India - $3.71  
Florida, US - $3.22 
Buenos Aires, Argentina - $2.09  
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - $0.91 and 
the world's low cost leader, nearby 
Caracas, Venezuela at $0.12 per 
gallon. 
 

 Caribbean Wind & Sun 
Vacations is planning a month of 
Singles Activities from February 
23 to March 15. Single divers, 
windsurfers and snorkelers will 
meet by day on the beach and at 
night dine under the stars at several 
of Bonaire’s dining establishments. 
Hikes are planned as well as other 
special activities. It’s not too late 
to book. Email 
ann@bonairecaribbean.com. 
 

  The Bonaire Sailing Club is 
organizing a fund raising event 
this Sunday, February 10, from 
11am till 3 pm  at Vespucci’s Res-
taurant in the Harbour Village 
Marina. All are invited. 

At 11:30 the children will sail in 
to demonstrate their skills in Opti-
mist, Sunfish, Laser and Splash 
sailboats. The school band will 
play. Lunch is included in the Naƒ 
35 per person ticket price. A family 
ticket is Naƒ 80. A bar will be 
open.  

All tickets include a prize kindly 
donated by Bonaire businesses. 
Prizes include dinners at great res-
taurants like KonTiki, Bistro di 
Paris, Papagayo and Bobijans as 
well as hairdos at Hair Affair. 
Proceeds of the fundraiser will be 
to maintain the sailing fleet, subsi-
dize island sailors to attend off-
island regattas  and allow less privi-
leged children to learn to sail. For 
more information contact Joyce at 
786-5817, email joyceot-
tens@hotmail.com or Susie at 510-
4251.  Island Prosecutor David van 
Delft is the club president.  

 
 Welcome to 

our returning 
advertiser, Bon-
fysiotherapie, 
better known as 
“Bonfisio.”  The 
practice was re-
cently taken over 
by former prac-
tioner, Robert 
Smaal and part-
ners. 
 

 Happy Val-
entines Day. We 
love our readers. 

Flotsam and Jetsam (Continued from 
page 4) 

  The Tourism Corporation Bonaire finally  announced the 
launch of their official website www.tourismbonaire.com.  
Visitors to the new website are welcomed by some of Bonaire’s 
most familiar faces and greeted with “Kon ta Bai?” Never has so 
much information about Bonaire been located on one site, says the 
TCB. Site content  is currently available in English and Dutch; soon 
to be available in Spanish and Portuguese.  
Our testing found that the site still needs content, like schedules, 
and is slow loading. That’s artist Henk Roozendaal in the photo. 

  Warehouse Bonaire thinks it’s 
important to contribute to a 
healthy environment. Groceries 
are frequently taken in thin plastic 
bags which can usually be used 
only once. This is a real burden for 
the environment. This new bag is 
strong enough to be used for years. 
Besides its strength and the envi-
ronmentally friendly character the 
bags looks very nice too with the 
beautiful photos of Dushi Bonaire. 
Well done, Warehouse Bonaire! 
Here’s hoping other markets will 
follow your example. 

 

Suley Servina shows off  Warehouse Bonaire’s new environ-
mentally-friendly grocery bag which promotes Bonaire at the 

same time. 

 

Open: 
 

Mon-Fri: 8-6 
Sat. 8am-1pm 
NONSTOP 

 G./L. D. 

Johannetta Gordijn’photo 

Website screen capture 
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T he Sea Monitor Foundation 
has been accepted by Sup-

port Bonaire, Inc., so donations to 
SMF through this US based 501(c)
(3) organization are tax free. Visit 
the website 
www.supportbonaire.org for more 
information and make a contribu-
tion to SMF/LMSP/BONAIRE.   
Contributions will help guarantee 
continuation of Bonaire’s leader-
ship role in the conservation of the 
surrounding coral reefs.  

Water Quality is the key link in 
the chain in preserving the health 
of the reef. In August 2007, after 
several months of testing and 
modifications, the Bonaire Na-
tional Marine Park, under the ad-
vice and guidance of Ramon de 
Leon, BNMP Manager, launched 
the Light and Motion Sensor Pro-
ject-LMSP. The project  is produc-
ing, continuous, “minute by min-
ute” scientific data to study and 
record the sea water quality around 
the island. 

At the present time there are 12 
independent, “Rainbow Moorings” 
deployed in place off the leeward 
coast and one control site on Klein 
Bonaire. Each site has nine instru-
ments taking measurements at 
three levels under the surface, 
every eight minutes. A total of 117 
optical sensors are constantly re-
cording data. A dedicated, volun-
teer diver who cleans and transfers 
the data to an underwater reader 
visits each site every week. That 

data is then downloaded and elec-
tronically transmitted to the lab 
technicians  at the University of 
Southern California.   

The visionary Light and Motion 
Sensor Program seeks to establish 
a scientific database of the present 
water quality on Bonaire reefs and, 
with continuous monitoring, pro-
duce a data stream to show any 
changes and trends, good or bad.   

This 10-year-long project is en-
tirely funded by private donations 
from concerned and interested 
individuals.  

On the scientific side, the Phase 
#1 data is showing that sea water 
quality changes are taking place at 
an unprecedented rapid pace, by 
Bonaire standards. More informa-
tion is needed. The LMSP scien-
tists have suggested changing the 
sample interval to every minute, 
instead of the current eight-minute 
interval, increasing the volume of 
the data stream. Site #1 has been 
chosen as the first location to ad-
just. Later, during the first two 
weeks in March, a team of volun-
teers under the guidance of re-
searcher Tom Reynolds from USC 
will calibrate the optical sensors 
here on Bonaire for accuracy, prior 
to the expected release and posting, 
in April, of ALL the data collected 
since August.  

Phase #2, of the LMSP, the 
planned placing of the more costly 
and intricate salinity instruments, 
must start as soon as possible to 

quantify the nutrient levels, bio-
logical content and sources. 

With all these indications the 
LMSP as a work in progress has 
remained flexible to the existing 
demands as necessary. The scope 
of the project has grown beyond 
the simple “grass roots effort” 
started in August. More effort and 
more funds are needed to keep that 
unique environment that we all 
know and love as Bonaire alive. To 
insure success and continuation of 
the LMSP/BONAIRE, a non-
profit, non-government organiza-
tion (NGO), the SEA MONITOR 
Foundation (SMF) was established 
at the end of last year.  

 
Recent Sensor Service Reports 

have generated the following 
comments by a team of diver 
volunteers: 

“Wonderful dive.  In case The 
Bonaire Reporter decides to print 
this report,  we'd like to remind read-
ers who dive that they can volunteer 
to be a part of this project.  It only 

takes about 10-15 minutes of your 
dive time, and the rest can be spent 
diving your normal profile.....with 
free air, by the way, courtesy of Yel-
low Submarine, on your "service 
dives."  

 Here is a description of our recent 
"service dive" prior to and after 
cleaning and reading the sensor ar-
ray, so you can see how enjoyable it 
is to be a volunteer. 

 The dive started with Prawphan 
finding a Roughback Batfish. Some 
friends of ours discovered it a week 
or two earlier, but we hadn't been 
able to find it until this dive.  
Roughback Batfish are only about 
three inches long and almost impos-
sible to distinguish from the rubble.  
Most people have never seen one.  
Quite a find. 

 Other things that entertained us on 
the dive were:   

Several unusually large and beauti-
fully marked Green Razorfish, 
probably the largest we have ever 
seen, 

 A Yellowhead Jawfish with a 
mouthful of eggs, 

 A Mantis Shrimp in a green tube 
sponge, afraid to come out of the 
tube until we backed off several feet.  
Then it scampered over the rim and 
down to the safety of a crevice in the 
reef. 

A beautiful peppermint shrimp, 
 One of the cutest juvenile Baloon-

fish we've ever seen (and we've seen 
a lot), with those beautiful iridescent 
eyes that look like rare jewels. 

 12 medium size juvenile French 
Angels, unusual because they were 
all congregated  together in one 
small area, along with a Night Ser-
geant. 

 A cute small Octopus in an un-
usual small den, which he will out-
grow quickly. 

 On the way back in, Bill was 
lucky enough to notice a Pike 
Blenny, difficult to spot these crit-
ters, in an area where we had never 
noticed them before. 

 Of course, we had to stop and pay 
our respects to the little Batfish with 
its tiny red lips again on the way in.  
What a remarkable little creature! 

 Not bad for a "working dive," is 
it?   

We can train you on one of our 
regular "service dives" and hopefully 
point out some unusual critters that 
we regularly spot.   

           -Bill and Prawphan Wildin 
 

You are invited to directly deposit 
your donation to SEA MONITOR 
Foundation accounts: 

Maduro & Curiel's Bank (Bonaire) 
N.V. 

USD Account # 116.735.09 
NAƑ Account # 116.736.07 
SWIFT TRANSFER:      

 MCBKANCU BON  
Story & photos by 

 Albert Bianculli 

MONITORING BONAIRE’S REEF-WATER QUALITY 
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Tourists 

H ave you ever been at the 
Rincon Big Market Day on 

a Saturday or been on the roads in 
Kralendijk on a Tuesday or 
Wednesday? What do you notice 
that is becoming very common? 
That is our tourists. Every week, 
every month we are getting more 
and more tourists on the island, 
which is good for the economy.  

The Rincon residents say that the 
tourists love Rincon. They like the 
market, the local restaurant at Rose 
Inn, the lovely gardens of the 
houses and the strange phenomena 
they see in traveling to Rincon and 
in Rincon itself: that’s the cactuses. 
Maybe for us it is a common sight, 
but for them it is an interesting dis-
covery. Remember, the word 
“tourist” means one who travels for 
pleasure. And besides this they are 
very curious about our culture, race 
and food.  

A woman (69) who usually sells 
handicrafts at the Rincon Market, 
said, “Tourists like to come to the 
market to have a taste of our local 
food. You should see them eat 
funchi (cooked cornmeal) and fish 
with krioyo sauce. Some of them 
like to have a bite of everything. 
When they get to the Rose Inn they 
don’t want to leave. They find Rin-
con a very restful and peaceful 
town. They just wish there were 
more mini hotels in Rincon besides 
the Rose Inn. They can stay over-
night there and enjoy the panorama 
of the other areas near Rincon, like 
Karpata, Gotomeer and Washington 
Slagbaai National Park. The roads 

in Rincon are so 
easy to drive on, 
there’s not so 
much traffic, 
and they take 
pleasure in the 
nature and the 
friendly people 
of Rincon. They 
like to take pic-
ture of the gar-
dens and people.”  

As she continue she wishes, “that 
Rincon have more to offer to these 
tourists besides the things we men-
tioned, like a fully equipped doc-
tor’s office for first aid assistance. 
Plus the Rincon people can benefit 
from it also.”  

“Not only that,” a lady (55) said. 
“We have to motivate the Bonaire-
ans to pay more attention to our 
tourists, when they are crossing the 
street, driving, touring and even in 
the stores. The tourist office should 
announce when the cruise ships are 
coming so the local people can be 
prepared when they go to town on 
certain days and what they can ex-
pect on the island. We need to be 
spontaneous and friendly with the 
tourists. Salesgirls and men working 
in the stores should learn how to 
deal with the tourists. We can’t hold 
ourselves back because we don’t 
know the language well. We have to 
confront the situation and do our 
best to speak the language; the tour-
ists themselves will help us in this 
matter. Don’t feel ashamed or shy. 
The tourist office can be of very 
great help in starting a project to-
gether with the businesses to supply 

the needs of their personnel who 
come in regular contact with the 
tourists. Give courses about service, 
appearance and vocabulary for the 
worker. Do workshops. With all this 
we can improve our services to our 
tourists. We have to remember they 
are bringing the money to our island 
and they deserve the best. We have 
to remember that we travel too and 
when we go to their country we are 
also a tourist and would like to be 
treated nicely. Give the tourist their 
value and likewise we will get 
ours.” 

 I know that the tourist office has 
given courses , “Tourist Services,” 
but they should continue programs 
like this. So if you a have a business 
or you are a salesgirl or man, think 
about these suggestions  and try to 
exert yourself to excellence.   

Siomara E. 
Albertus 

 
Send questions 

and remarks to 
The Reporter .

 ROCARGO  SERVICES, N.V. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
        
  

 

International Freight (Car) BV 
  

The ONLY company offering  
direct weekly consolidation  

services from Europe/Holland  
to Bonaire 

  
www.ifc-consolidators.nl 

  
Jupiterweg 1A (Ecopark) 

4761 RW Moerdijk, Holland 
Tel 31-(0) 168-40-94 94 
Fax  31-(0) 168-40 94 70 

 
Offering DAILY  

Express Services from 
and to Bonaire 

  
For shipment tracking 

www.fedex.com 

The World On Time 

Kaya Industria 12, Kralendijk- Bonaire—N.A. 
717-8922 FAX 717-5791   Email:info@rocargo.com 

Amcar Freight, Inc. 
  

The ONLY company  
offering direct weekly 

consolidation services 
from Miami, USA  

to Bonaire 
  
   
  

www.amcarfreight.com 
  

7860 N.W. 80th Street 
Medley, Florida 33166 

Tel. (305) 599-8866 
Fax (305) 599-2808 

 
For All Your Shipping Needs 

Full service door to door by air  
and by sea.  

  

Customs clearance, transportation, 
warehousing.  

  
International and local relocation.  

Packing material in stock. 
  

Qualified and professional personnel. 
  

Timely, accurate and reliable  
ISO 9001: 2000 Certified 

  

lice work on the islands. The 
present police force will be reor-
ganized and upgraded. Disaster 
management, youth detention 
and jail capacity will have prior-
ity. 

It was agreed that the BES 
islands should have balanced 
budgets by 2011. Until then the 
Dutch Government will finance 
budget deficits. The agreements 
were greeted favorably by most 
of the islanders. One reaction 
was that this would correct the 
situation that the three islands 
have always suffered from: the 
fact that the sizes of their popu-
lations and economies did not 
enable them to come up to the 
level of their more affluent 
neighbors, Aruba, Curaçao and 
St. Maarten. They were depend-
ent on the Central Government, 
which generates the bulk of its 
tax revenues in Curaçao. The 
money often came late, if it 

came at all, putting the Island 
Governments in a difficult posi-
tion. By falling directly under 
the Dutch Government, it is 
anticipated that the islands will 
be given resources to address 
some of the arrears. However, 
this means accepting supervi-
sion in public finance and the 
loss of a measure of autonomy, 
but it was a price the elected 
representatives of the three is-
lands are willing to pay so that 
their people can enjoy a better 
life. 

There is still a long way to go, 
but the expectation is that the 
BES Islands will receive their 
new status effective December 
15, 2008, as planned, while that 
target date is somewhat in doubt 
when it comes to St. Maarten 
and Curaçao who chose to be-
come autonomous countries in 
the Dutch Kingdom, similar to 
the current status of Aruba.   

 G.D. 

Getting Closer (Continued from page 2) 

BES Island leaders toast a successful week of meetings.  
Bonaire delegates Nicholaas, Booi and El Hage circled. 

Rincon Marshé 

Antillenhuis  
photo 
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New name 
Same location 

Interiyours 
Open non-stop  
Tuesday - Friday 
From 9-6, Sat. to 1  

Just Arrived! 

All new collection 

of furniture 

 

EVERY 
MONDAY 

ALL U CAN 
EAT 

And SHOW 

Open 
7 nites 

BONAIRE’S FIRSTBONAIRE’S FIRST  
  AUTHENTIC AUTHENTIC   

ARGENTINIAN GRILLARGENTINIAN GRILL  

www.restaurantcasablanca.com  

Phone: + 599-717-4433 

Find us ONE Block South of Post Office 

 Visit our website for  
photos and more information 

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
Dinner starting at 6:00P.M 

 Lunch, Tue. - Sat. , 11:30 to 2:30P.M. 

T he 2008 Karnaval parades were among the best ever with wonderful spirit, elaborate 
costumes and numerous participants and spectators. We bring you some highlights in 

pictures.  Here are is a list of  participants in last Sunday’s grand parade: 
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Kaya A.  
Emer-

The Friendliest 
Restaurant on  

Bonaire.  
 

In Bonaire’s “hill country” 
10 minutes north of town 

 
Every Tuesday an all you 

can eat BBQ  
for $15.—. 

 

On Friday Creole buffet 
 for $15.—. 

 
All other nights a la carte 

dining  
 

Daily Happy Hour from 
 5pm till 6pm 

And on Tuesday a special 
from 5pm till 7pm  

 
 

Hilltop Restaurant at  
Caribbean Club Bonaire 
At the start of the scenic 

road to Rincon. 
 

Tel 717-7901 

 

T he annual Lora count took place at dawn on 
Saturday January 26th with a total of 430 

loras being counted. This result is dramatically 
lower than last year’s successful count of 650 lo-
ras, so what is going on?     

 
First a little background. The parrot that is found 

on Bonaire is an endangered species and a crucial 
part of any conservation effort is to keep track of 
the animal’s population size. Lora counts have 
been made since the 1970s, and since 1990 there 
has been a count almost every year. In the non-
breeding season the parrots generally flock to-
gether and form large roosts with up to 100 birds 
in each one. The roost locations are pretty much 
the same each year so teams of volunteers go out 
early in the morning, and as dawn arrives they can 
count the parrots leaving the roost on their way to 
find food. 

This year’s count was conducted by the 
STINAPA staff and over 40 volunteers 
including 15 students from SGB. Salba Nos 
Lora (Save our Parrot) and STINAPA or-
ganize the count and STINAPA provides a 
breakfast snack for everyone when they 
report their observations at the Park en-
trance.  Many counters return from year to 
year to help with this event and the quality 
of the volunteers observations and note 
taking is very high. This is very important 
when we come to collect the results and 
ensure there is no double counting.  

Last year we worked very hard to ensure 
the count accuracy and it was a great suc-
cess. The number of birds seen this year is 
much lower despite the entire count follow-
ing the same methodology. What is the 
difference you might ask? Well there has 
been a lot of rain prior to this year’s count 
and it may well be that there is an abun-
dance of food. This certainly seems to be 
the case and it is likely that the birds sim-
ply do not need to flock together as a re-
sult. It may be that they can forage just as 
effectively in smaller numbers. Several of 
the counters reported hearing distant loras 
and this would support the idea. So we 
don’t think it is an actual drop in parrot 
numbers but rather a change in parrot be-
haviour that has influenced the count result. 

But to be 
sure we’ll 
have to see 
how the 
count goes 
next year!  

 Sam  
Williams 

 
 

Editor’s note: Loras are protected species.  In 
2002 all the Loras  that people had as pets were 
registered and had metal rings placed on their leg.  
Because of this, illegal Loras can be readily iden-
tified. There is a Naƒ 1.000 fine for anyone con-
victed of selling Loras caught in the wild.  

 

 

E-mail:  
greenlabel@telbonet.an  

• Garden Design 
           Construction 
           Maintenance 
• Garden Shop  

Irrigation needs 
Fertilizers 
Mulch 
Insecticides 
Ant killer 
Herbs 
Holiday gifts 

Kaya Industria, Behind TIS 
 717-8310,  566-6033, Fax 717-3720 

Mega Garden Center Open 
 every Weekday 

Also Open Saturdays 9 to 1 

Choose from 460 different types of plants 

Some (but not all) of the Lora (parrot) counters at Washington Park entrance 

Bonaire Loras atop Kadushi cactus 

 

 

Sam Williams photo 

Sam Williams photo 
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JANART GALLERY 
Kaya Gloria 7, Bonaire Local Art,  Art 
Supplies, Framing, and Art Classes. 
Open Tu.-We.-Th. & Sat 10 am- 5 pm Fri-
day 1- 7 pm; or phone 717-5246 for appt. 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

 
IS YOUR HOUSE NEW TO YOU?  
Make it more livable from the start. 
FENG SHUI CONSULTATIONS 

Also interior or exterior design advice, 
clearings, blessings, energy, healing,  
China-trained. Experienced. Inexpensive. 
Call Donna at 785-9332. 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

BONAIRENET  
The leading consumer and business in-
formation source on Bonaire. Telephone 
(599) 717-7160. For on-line yellow pages 
directory information go to http://
www.yellowpagesbonaire.com 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

 
CAPT. DON’S ISLAND GROWER 

Trees and plants, Bonaire grown.  
8000m2 nursery. Specializing in garden/
septic pumps and irrigation. Kaminda La-
goen 103, Island Growers NV (Capt. Don 
& Janet). 786-0956 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

 

Bonaire Images 
Elegant greeting cards and beautiful 
boxed note cards are now available at Chat
-N-Browse next to Lover’s Ice Cream and  
Sand Dollar Grocery. Photography by 
Shelly Craig www.bonaireimages.com 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

Searching For GOOD  
Maid Service? 

For Quality House Cleaning  
CALL  JRA 

Serving Bonaire for more than 14 years 
Honest, Reliable, Efficient, Thorough, 
Low rates, References. One time or many 
Phone 785-9041  … and relax. 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

LUNCH TO GO 
Starting from NAƒ5 per meal.  Call 
CHINA NOBO 717-8981. 
WEB-www.chinanobobonaire.com 
▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄▄ 

 
SUPPORT BONAIRE 

The Island you love could use your help! 
Support Bonaire, Inc. provides support to 
Bonaire's non-profits. To learn more about 
making a US tax deductible donation visit 
www.supportbonaire.org and help make a 
difference! 

 
Private yoga classes, 
call Louise 717- 7021 
or 700-9422. 
 

___________________________ 
 

CLASSES in silversmithing, stone-
setting and the art of beading. Call 
Louise at 717-7021 or 700-9422 

Bonaire Reporter Classifieds— Are still free 

Got something to buy or sell? 
 

Non-Business Classified Ads (up to 4 lines/ 20± words): 
Free ads run for one month. 

 

Commercial Ads only NAƒ1 per word, for each two-week issue.  
Call  790-6518 or 790-6125 or email info@bonairereporter.com  

Home Inspections 
 

Know what you’re buying 
 

 
Over 25 years building  

experience 
 

Frans Roefs  786-5329 
Kaya P.N. Antonio Neumann #11 

neptuneconstruction@hotmail.com 

Want to build or mod-
ernize? Work with a seri-
ous professional with ex-
perience, a good organi-
zation providing quick 

delivery and quality. Try us:  
Quality On Time Construction NV. 

We can do foundations, concrete, 
plaster, brick, carpentry and more. 
 Phone 796-6550 

____________________________ 
     CONETAL  CLEANING   
SERVICE- NEW ON BON-
AIRE for HOTELS  - 
HOMES –APARTMENTS – 
OFFICES 
Services : check out, deep 

clean, retouch, ironing, washing, 
garden cleaning, landscaping 

FLEXIBLE SERVICE, QUALITY 
CLEANING, EXPERIENCED 
CLEANERS  Call: 796-6550 

_____________________________ 
HIGH OUTPUT HP 4200 

PRINTER- model Q2425a includes 
three print cartridges check this price 
on the internet it's a steal at US$450 
Phone 717-3527 

_____________________________ 
FOR SALE– Baby high chair   NAƒ 
125  Call 717-2050 
______________________________ 
Timeshare at Buddy Dive (former 
Lions Dive) for sale: spacious 2-
bedroom Imperial; 40 years/weeks, 
with FIXED maintenance fee of $350 
a year (all others currently $730!). 
Maintenance fee for 2008 already 
paid. Will accept any reasonable offer. 
Call John or Maritha: (001) 480-626
-7136. 
______________________________ 

For Rent  Timeshare condo in 
Orlando   3 bedrooms , stays 12. Five 
stars Golf Resort minutes from Disney 
attractions. Price: $ 2200 Contact: 
796-0603 

Exterior  
Maintenance 

 
Phone: 

786-1970 
516-1070 

 
Email windowizardbonaire@hotmail.com 

 

M eet 

“Randy,” a 
blue-eyed 
nearly Sia-
mese cat 
who’s really 
still a kitten. 
Somewhere 
in his back-
ground there 
was a Sia-
mese family 
member 
who be-
queathed 
him his 
white fur 
with soft 
brown ac-
cent colors 
on his face, 
tail and ears. 
He’s only 
five months 
old, a per-
fect age to 
be adopted, young enough so he can easily 
get used to his new owner’s life style. 
Right now, though, he’s having a good 
time in the cat cage at the Bonaire Animal 
Shelter where he plays with all the other 
young cats. He’s friendly with the human 
visitors too and he’s a favourite with the 
volunteers. Randy has been examined by 
the vet, been given his test for feline leu-
kaemia, had his shots and will be sterilized 
when he’s old enough. You may see him 
at the Shelter on the Lagoen road, open 
Monday through Saturday, 8am to 1pm 
and 3pm to 5pm. Telephone 717-4989.  

 L.D. 
 

ANIMAL SHELTER GETS A 
“FACELIFT” 

 

T hanks to the generosity of Playa 
Trading, Krioyo Paint, Duijn Bon-

aire N.V. and a hardworking crew of vol-
unteers, the Bonaire Animal Shelter got a 
much needed “facelift” last month. Shelter 
Manager Marlies Tiepel and her assistant, 
Monique Degenaar, organized a “work 
party” during which they and 11 hard-
working volunteers spent an entire Sunday 
repairing, painting and revitalizing many 
of the Shelter buildings.  The result is a 
fresh, bright new look for many of the 
buildings and kennels that house the Shel-
ter’s residents.  

Please stop by the Shelter and see the 
new look and also check out the Shelter 
gift shop that is loaded with wonderful 
items for you and your pets.  Thanks to 
recent visits from Bonaire Talk supporters 

and a special delivery from 
one of the Shelter’s spon-
sors, Ingrid Beckers-
Bezuijen and her friends,  
the gift shop is full of new 
items for both dogs and 
cats, including soft carriers 
for small dogs, finger pup-
pet toys for cats, collars for 
cats and dogs, and much 
more, all at below retail 
cost. Also available are 
original painted driftwood 
signs with pet themes. If 
you don’t have a pet, stop 
by anyway! Spend some 
time visiting with the resi-
dents or perhaps you might 
see a dog or cat that steals 
your heart and you can 
leave fully equipped with a 
new pet and all the neces-
sary accessories!  Jane 

Madden  
 
OLD LICENSE PLATES 

TO THE 
SHELTER 

 

T his year Bonaire will 
be changing license 

plates. Please bring your old license plates 
to the Shelter, or call us and we’ll arrange 
to get them from you.  The Shelter has 
been having great success raising much 
needed funds by selling these old license 
plates to the cruise ship tourists and to 
other tourists during Regatta and other 
festival days. Giving the Shelter your used 
plates helps to keep the Shelter residents 
fed and cared for as well as helping to 
fund the sterilization project. More about 
the sterilization project in an upcoming 
issue of The Reporter.  Jane Madden  

 
 

Wanted: Nice rental house for 
NAƒ 1000,- p.m. max. 

Please call: 786-7949 or e-mail: 
maekoops@gmail.com 

For Sale Pentax Optio WP 5 MP 
Waterproof land and in-water cam-
era, doesn't need a housing.  Includes 
5 megapixel land and snorkel camera, 
manuals and original software, all 
cables, a canvas case and a plastic 
"skin" for in-water use, and battery 
charger.  In excellent condition.  
NAƒ190.00 for all, call 717-2848 if 
interested. 

 
WANTED 
SGB computer science teacher is 

looking for old memory sticks.  64 
MB, 128 MB. Everything is wel-
come.  Contact me at informati-
cagv@yahoo.com.  

“Randy” 
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Did You 
Know… 

 

 T his week’s 
‘Did You 

Know’ is brought to 
you by the ubiquitous 
damsel fish. 

As many of you will 
be aware, damsels 
nurture lawns of algae 
and guard these pri-
vate gardens against 
even the most ill-
matched opponents such as three foot long parrotfish or even divers! What is really 
interesting is that not all damsels have independent grounds: two species actually 
have overlapping territories. The larger yellow-tail superimposes its broader feed-
ing area over the gardens of several duskys. Both species protect the area from in-
vaders, although the smaller are expected to do the majority of the work. Look out 
for them next time you’re diving or snorkeling!   Claire Dell   

T he pinkish stuff below this coral 
colony is a type of calcium-based 

algae, and it’s beginning to creep up 
onto the coral.  To the left of it is a sec-
tion of coral skeleton – possibly 
crunched by a parrotfish – which is 
hosting a green algae.  

The more healthy the coral colony is, 
the more the polyps will be able to resist 
the growth of the algae. 

 

Dee offers 
close contact 
TOUCH THE 
SEA dives for 
all Bonaire 
divers.  

Call 717-
8529 or go to 
www. touchthe-
sea.com.  

Claire Dell has an MS 
in aquatic bioscience and 

will be working at  
CIEE Research Station 

until May. 

Damsel fish /Juvenile below left 

JimC photo 

Turnerhome 
photo 

photo © Dee Scarr, Touch the Sea Coral Glimpses  
courtesy of Action in Behalf of Coral (the ABC Project) 
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AIRLINES 
Divi Divi Air. Bonaire’s “on time airline” with 16 flights a 
day between Bonaire and Curaçao. Your first choice for 
inter-island travel. Now flying  to Aruba. 
 
APPLIANCES /TV/ ELECTRONICS/ COMPUTERS 
City Shop, the mega store, has the island’s widest selec-
tion of large and small home appliances, furniture, TV, 
computers, cell phones and more. Fast service and in-store 
financing too.  
 
BANKS 
Maduro and Curiel’s Bank provides the greatest number 
of services, branches and ATMs of any Bonaire bank. 
They also offer investments and insurance. 
  
BEAUTY PARLOR 
Hair Affair. Expert hair cutting, styling, facials, waxing 
and professional nail care.  
 
BICYCLE / SCOOTER/ QUADS 
De Freewieler rents bikes, scooters and quads. Profes-
sional repairs on almost anything on two wheels. Sells top 
brand bikes. Have your keys made here. 
 
CELLULAR SERVICE 
Mio offers by far the clearest, most phone reliable signal 
on the island. And their personnel are trained and friendly. 
Check out their unlimited calling plan. 
 
DIVING 
Carib Inn is the popular 10-room inn with top-notch dive 
shop and well stocked retail store. Best book trade on Bon-
aire. Good prices on regulator repair, dive computer H.Q. 
 
Dive Inn—For your diving with a personal touch. Located 
in town at Chacha cha Beach.  Drop ins and cruise ship 
passengers welcome 
 
WannaDive - They make diving fun while maintaining 
the highest professional standards.  In town at City Café 
and at Eden Beach. 
 
FITNESS 
Fit For Life at the Plaza Resort Mall.  Classes in Pilates, 
Aerobics, TaeBo and more. Professional trainers, fitness 
machines and classes for all levels. 

 
FURNITURE, ANTIQUES 
Interiyours— New name, same owner and location. Has 
lots of beautiful, often one-of-a-kind furniture, antiques, 
crafts and accessories from mainland China and Indonesia.  
 
GARDEN SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 
Green Label has everything you need to start or maintain 
your garden. They can design, install and maintain it and 
offer plants, irrigation supplies and garden chemicals. Now 
in new expanded location off Kaya Industria. 
 
MEDICAL FITNESS 
Bonfysiotherapie  helps when you need physiotherapy for 
any reason. It’s professionals treat you with the most mod-
ern equipment and techniques. Phone 717-7030/7850  Fax 
717-2444 
  
PHOTO FINISHING 
Paradise Photo in the Galeries Shopping Center down-
town offers fast, fine processing for prints, slides, items 
and services . Full digital services.  
 
PHOTO SERVICES 
Capture Photo at the Divi Flamingo. Photo classes, cam-
era rental, digital processing, all state of the art! 
 
REAL ESTATE / RENTAL AGENTS 
Caribbean Homes, “the Refreshing Realtor,” specializing 
in luxury homes, condos, lots, rentals and property man-
agement. 
 
Harbourtown Real Estate is Bonaire’s most experienced 
real estate agent.  They specialize in professional customer 
service, top notch properties and home owners insurance. 
 
Re/Max Paradise Homes: Lots of Choices in real es-
tate—International/US connections. 5% of profits donated 
to local community.  List your house with them to sell fast.  
 
Sunbelt Realty offers full real estate, rental, and insurance 
services. If you want a home or to invest in Bonaire, stop 
in and see them. 
 
 
 

RESORTS & ACTIVITIES 
Buddy Dive Resort offers diving, Adventure Fun tours 
including kayaking, mountain biking, cave snorkeling and 
exploration. Full service dive shop and photo shop too. 
 
RETAIL 
Benetton, world famous designer clothes available now in 
Bonaire at prices less than those in US. For men, women 
and children. 
 
Best Buddies and Pearls—Stunning fresh water pearl 
jewelry, fashion, gifts, t shirts. Under new management. 
  
Valerie’s Airport Shops — Convenient shopping for 
unique items, magazines, gifts and more.  
 
SECURITY 
Special Security Services will provide that extra measure 
of protection when you need it. Always reliable.  
 
SHIPPING 
Rocargo Freight  Air and sea shipments in/out of Bon-
aire. Customs agents. Professional and efficient. FedEx 
agent.  What would we do without their services? 
 
 SUPERMARKETS 
Warehouse Supermarket on Kaya Industria—Biggest 
air conditioned market with the, largest selection and  low-
est prices on the island. 
 
WATER TAXI   
Get to Klein Bonaire by Ferry.  Ride the Kantika di 
Amor or Skiffy. Hotel pickup.  Easiest landing on Klein 
 
 
WINES 
Antillean Wine Company. You’ve tried the rest; now try 
the best: best prices, highest quality wines from around the 
world, kept in a cooled warehouse. Free delivery. Shop at 
Kaya Industria 23, Monday-Saturday 9 am-12 noon. 
 

Regular Advertisers in The Bonaire Reporter 
are included in the guides. Free! 

 

RESTAURANT PRICE RANGE /  WHEN OPEN FEATURES 
Balashi Beach Bar 

Bar and Beach Service 
At the Divi Flamingo Beach Resort Waterfront 

Open every day 
8am - 8pm.  

Happy Hour, two for one,  6-7 pm.  

On the beach 
Extensive snack/salad/burger menu  

available daily from noon.  
Bella Vista Restaurant, Buddy’s Pool Bar 

Sea Side at Buddy Dive Resort 
717-5080, ext. 538 

Moderate. Breakfast daily 6:30—10 am - 
. Lunch daily 11:30  

Dinner on theme nights 6—10 pm 

Buddy’s Magnificent Theme Nights:  Sat.  - Steak Night; Mon. - “Dive and 
Dine;” Wed. -”Live Cooking by the Chefs;” Fri. - Free Rum Punch Party (5:30- 
6:30 pm) and All-u-can-eat BBQ for $19.50 (7-10 pm) 

Bistro de Paris 
Kaya Gob. N. Debrot 46 

(half-way between hotel row and town) 717-7070 

Moderate  
Lunch Monday - Friday 11 am–3 pm 

Dinner Monday - Saturday, 6 to 10 pm 

Real French Cooking in an informal setting 
Superb dishes prepared with care and love by a French chef 

Owner-operated   Eat in or Take away 
Calabas Restaurant &  

Chibi Chibi Restaurant and Bar 
At the Divi Flamingo Beach Resort Waterfront 

717-8285  

Moderate-Expensive 
 Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 

Open 7 days 
Biggest BBQ Buffet on Bonaire every Saturday  

from 6-9pm. Only NAƒ 28,50 or $16. 

Casablanca Argentinean Restaurant 
One block south of the Post Office 

717-4433 

Moderate 
Lunch Tues-Sat—11:30-2:30 

Dinner 7 nights— starting at 6 pm 

Indulge your whim—beef seafood, chicken, vegetarian 
Mondays—All you can eat and special slide shows starting at 6 pm 

Great value anytime. 
Hilltop Restaurant 

At the Caribbean Club Bonaire—on the scenic Rincon Road 
717-7901 

Moderate 
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner 

 

Bar-Restaurant poolside —in Bonaire’s hill country  
Frequent Dinner Specials 

Happy hours 5 to 6 daily, to 7 on Tuesday BBQ night. 
Pasa Bon Pizza 

On Kaya Gob. Debrot   
½ mile north of town center. 780-1111 

Low-Moderate 
Open from 5-11 pm Wednesday-Sunday 

Bonaire’s best. The Real Thing! Freshly prepared pizzas made with the 
finest ingredients. Salads, desserts. Eat in or take away. Nice bar too.  

Call ahead to eat-in or take out  780-1111 

 

Check CARIB INN First.  
Great Prices –Great Stock 

Scuba Sales 
Repair - Replacement 

New Gear - Accessories  
 

 
50% Off ALL 
  Henderson    

 Hoods 

    CARIB INN 
Since 1980 

PADI 5 STAR GOLD PALM  
717-8819 - 8 am to 5 pm daily      

(next to Divi Flamingo Hotel) 

Sick of ads that 
don’t work? 

Your advertisement can be 
here and reach thousands of 

people 
 

3,000 copies every issue 
Reach more people with 

more copies. 
 

 The Reporter Reaches 
Residents, Tourists and 

Internet viewers 
 

Call 790-6518 
Email: info@bonairereporter.com 

It’s NOW High Season.  
Get your share 

of island visitors– Be a 
Reporter Advertiser 

 

 Remember: Advertising 
doesn’t cost– it pays 

Call 790-6518 
Email: info@bonairereporter.com 
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DATE  Time   Ht.     Time   Ht.      Time   Ht.        Time   Ht.       COEF 
2-09  3:57   1.3FT.   6:36   1.2FT.  14:13   1.6FT.  22:02   1.1FT.       93 
2-10  4:27   1.4FT.   9:51   1.3FT.   15:19   1.4FT.  21:41   1.1FT.        91 
2-11  5:20   1.6FT.  13:30   1.2FT.  16:38  1.3FT.  21:10   1.1FT.         85 
2-12  6:06   1.7FT.  14:59   1.0FT.                                        77 
2-13  6:55   1.9FT.  16:03   0.9FT.                                        67 
2-14  7:47   2.0FT.  16:49   0.8FT.                                        59 
2-15  8:32   2.1FT.  17:40   0.7FT.                                        56 
2-16  9:23   2.1FT.  18:20   0.7FT.                                        59 
2-17 10:07   2.1FT.  19:00   0.7FT.                                        67 
2-18 10:52   2.1FT.  19:42   0.8FT.                                        76 
2-19 11:40   2.0FT.  20:13   0.9FT.                                        84 
2-20  1:53   1.1FT.   3:35   1.1FT.  12:19   1.9FT.  20:41   0.9FT.      90 
2-21  2:11   1.2FT.   5:03   1.2FT.  13:06   1.7FT.  21:07   1.0FT.       92 
2-22  2:45   1.3FT.   6:43   1.2FT.  13:49   1.6FT.  21:21   1.1FT.       91 

 

16 Flights a day  
between  

Bonaire and  
Curaçao 

 

Divi Divi Air 

Reservations  
24 hours a day 

Call (5999 839-1515) 
Call (5999 563-1913) 

  Hair Affair 
We do our best to make your hair and 

make-up wishes come true!! 
You can also come in for  
facials and waxing.  
We use and sell L’Oreal products 
 

Is your plan to marry on the island? 
We can make you beautiful and stay 
beautiful for your happiest day.  
 

Personal attention by Janneke and Bärbel 
Appointment by tel: 717-5990  

or just walk in. Tues-Fri: 9-12  2-6   
Sat: 9-2 non stop 

Who’s Who on The Bonaire Reporter 
Take The Reporter Home—1-year subscription: By mail to US $65; By mail to 
Europe $130.  By Internet $25. For information about subscriptions, stories or ad-
vertising in The Bonaire Reporter, PO Box 407, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles; 
phone (599) 790-6518, 786-6125,  E-mail: info@bonairereporter.com 

The Bonaire Reporter, George DeSalvo, Publisher. Laura DeSalvo, Editor in 
Chief.  Address: P. O. Box 407, Bonaire, Neth. Antilles. Available on-line at: 
www.bonairereporter.com   Published every two weeks 

Reporters: Siomara Albertus, Albert Bianculli, Frans Booi, J@n Brower, Claire 
Dell, Jack Horkheimer, Mary Ann  Koops, Dennis Lensink, Marcel Leurs, Jane 
Madden, Louise Rood, Dee Scarr, Michael Thissen, Sam Williams. 

Distribution: Yuchi Molina (Rincon), Elsa Martis (Playa)  
Housekeeping: JRA. Printed by: DeStad Drukkerij, Curaçao         
©2008 The Bonaire Reporter 

 
WIN GREAT  PRIZES! Take a copy of The Bonaire Reporter with you on your 
next trip or when you return to your home. Then take a photo of yourself with the 
newspaper in hand. THE BEST PHOTOS OF THE YEAR WILL WIN THE 
PRIZES. Mail photos to Bonaire Reporter, Box 407, Bonaire, Netherlands Antil-
les  (AN). E-mail to: info@bonairereporter.com. (All 2008 photos are eligible.)  
 
Winners of the 2007 competition will be announced in the next issue.  

KRALENDIJK TIDES (Heights in feet, FT) 
Remember: Winds and weather can further influence the local tide’s height and time 

AFFORDABLE

NetTech N.V.
info@NetTech.an
www.NetTech.an
Tel: 717-6773
Fax: 717-7854

Bonaire’s Official Web Site Developer!

Domain Registrations
E-mail Hosting
Anti-Spam & Anti-Virus
Web Site Design
Web Site Hosting
Marketing Consulting
Internet Consulting
Photographic Services
Graphic Design

Bonaire’s Official Web Site Developer  

D uring the month of January and in 
the beginning of February a group of 

German and Australian geologists and geog-
raphers visited Bonaire to pursue their re-
search into the Holocene evolution of tropi-
cal coasts, especially the role of hurricanes 
and tsunamis. 

The research was coordinated by Anja 
Scheffers from the Southern Cross Univer-
sity, School of Environmental Science Man-
agement in Australia. Frank Schaebitz repre-
sented the University of Cologne, Germany. 
Max Engel and Timo Willershaeuser are 
attached to the Philipps University of Mar-
burg, Germany.  

The ultimate specialist, talking about tsu-
namis, Professor Dieter Kelletat, was also 
on the island. Kelletat is a kind of godfather 
of the revolutionary new knowledge about 
tsunamis. The revolutionary idea of Kelletat 
and his student Scheffers is that tsunamis (so 
far three such events have been identified in 
Bonaire’s history) placed the huge and mas-
sive boulders on the east coast of the island. 
A hurricane would never have had enough 

power to do so. 
During the last several weeks the team of 

scientists has been exploring the island, col-
lecting rocks and corals. Measurements 
were taken of bokas and salinas with GPS 
and sonar. Bonaire still has a lot of un-
mapped and undescribed terrain. Sediments 
were taken, down to 11 meters deep, at 
Washikemba, Lagun, Boka Bartol and Sa-
linja Tarn. The scientists will need about a 
year to inspect all the samples. They will be 
back in November 2008. By examining the 
rocks, corals and sediments the scientists 
will discover a lot about the evolution of the 
island and the Caribbean and the effect of 
hurricanes and tsunamis on the environment. 

A well attended lecture was held at the 
CIEE. Some 50 persons listened to the pres-
entation of Professor Doctor Dieter Kelletat, 
Anja Scheffers and Max Engel. The results 
of the research will be used to understand 
the development of the earth. All the results 
and measurements will also be given to the 
government of Bonaire.  J@n Brower 

Scientists Max Engel and Timo Willershaeuser taking sediment samples at Salinja Tarn.  

(Photograph by J@n Brouwer)  

P opular and good looking Bonaire residents, Hans and Gea van der Veen, sent 
us this photo of themselves having  a great time on fantastic Goo Sjang Island  

in Thailand. 
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HAPPENING  SOON 
************************* 
Through February 29 –Andre 

Nagtegaal Art Exhibit, “My 
Gigis” - Kas di Arte, 5-9 pm  

 
Saturday, February 9 - Mountain 
Bike Tour for riders of all levels 
of experience, 3:45 pm.  Contact 
Bonaire Wellness Connexions BV;  
Kaya Gob. Debrot 73 
 

Saturday, February 9 –Wine 
Tasting at AWC’s warehouse, 7 
to 9 pm, Kaya Industria #23, 
across from Warehouse Bonaire. 
Great wines. Naƒ 20 per person for 
six to eight wines 

 
Sunday,  February 10- Bonaire 

Sailing Club Fund Raising Event   
at Vespucci’s Restaurant in the 
Harbour Village Marina, from 
11am -3pm. Kids will demonstrate 
Optimists, Sunfish, Lasers, 
Splashes. All invited. Naƒ 35 in-
cludes lunch (prize attached to 
tickets—like a dinner for 2 at Kon-
tiki). Kids invited to come and find 
out about learning to sail. More 
info for sailing classes: 717-7972 
or 510-4351. See page 7. 

 
Sunday, February 17 – Jong 

Bonaire Fundraising 20K Fun 
Walk, 7 am. Tickets at DeFree-
weiler and Jong Bonaire: Adults, 
Naƒ 15; children under 12, Naƒ 10.  

Wednesday, February 20—
Total Eclipse of the Moon. Page 
17 

Thursday, February 21—Full 
Moon 

Sunday, February 24 – Free-
style Frenzy – Fun Freestyle 
Windsurfing Event, Lac Bai, 11 
am. All welcome to compete. 
Great spectator event with plenty 
of photo ops. Tel. 786-3134 for 
information. 

 
February 22-29 –Art Show Ex-
hibit by Bonaire’s Captains of 
Industry, Plaza Hotel 
 
Saturday, March 1—Dinner & 
Auction, Captains of Industry 
Art Show. Dinner 5:30-7:30 pm, 
Auction 8 pm. Naƒ65. Phone/fax 
717-3015, email dickdisselbo-
naire@flamingotv.net (More on 
page 7)  Plaza Hotel 
 
Arts and Crafts Markets at 

Wilhelmina Park on Cruise Ship 
Days, 10 am – 2 pm 
Sun., Feb. 10 – 2 Ships: Queen 
Mary 2, Emerald Princess 
Tues., Feb. 12 – Veendam 
Wed., Feb. 13 – 2 Ships: Sea Prin-
cess, Summit 

Wed., Feb. 20 – 2 Ships: Summit, 
Crown Princess 
Mon.,  Feb. 25 – Arcadia 
Tues., Feb. 26 – Sea Princess 
Wed., Feb. 27 – Summit 
Thurs., Feb. 28- Emerald Princess 

 
REGULAR EVENTS  
 

•  The popular SGB High School 
restaurant, Chez Nous, is  now open to 
the public. Four-course dinners with 
welcome cocktail on Tuesdays. Seating 
begins at 6 pm.  Lunches on Wednesday 
& Thursdays. Call 717-8120, ask for 
Chez Nous or email: keeslee-
man@telbonet.an 

•  HH  2 for 1 (all beverages) 6-7 
pm, Divi Flamingo Balashi Beach Bar 
• HH—50% off-  Buddy Dive Re-
sort, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

•  Divi Flamingo Casino open 
daily for hot slot machines, roulette and 
black jack, Monday to Saturday 8 pm– 
4 am; Sunday 7 pm– 3 am. 

• By appointment – Rooi 
Lamoenchi Kunuku Park Tours $21 
(includes tax). Discounts for residents 
and local people. Tel. 717-8489, 540-
9800. 

• Parke Publico children’s play-
ground open every day into the evening 
hours. 
 

Saturdays 
Steak Night On the Beach (a la carte) 
with live mariachi- Buddy Dive Resort, 
6—10pm  
• Rincon Marshé—6 am-2 pm. En-
joy a Bonairean breakfast while you 
shop, fresh fruits and vegetables, gifts, 
local sweets, snacks, arts, handicrafts, 
candles, incense, drinks, music. 
www.infobonaire.com/rincon.   
• All You Can Eat  BBQ at Divi 
Flamingo with live music, 6 to 9 pm. 
Call for reservations 717-8285 ext. 444. 

• Soldachi Tours—See the real 
Bonaire and be transported back in time. 
Learn about the history, culture and na-
ture by Bonaireans from Rincon. Call 
Maria Koeks for more information—796
-7870.   

• Mountain Bike Training for 
riders of all levels (also Tuesday) at 
5pm.  Bonaire Wellness Connexions,  
Eden Beach, 785-0767, email 
info@bonairewellness.com 

 
Sundays 

• Live music 6-9 pm while enjoying 
a great dinner in colorful tropical ambi-
ance at the Chibi Chibi Restaurant & 
Bar, Divi Flamingo. Open daily 5-10 
pm.  

Mondays 
•  “Dive & Dine” Buddy Dive Re-
sort, 6:30 –9:30 pm 
• Soldachi Tour of Rincon, the heart 
of Bonaire, 9 am-noon. $20-Call Maria 
717-6435 

Tuesdays 
• Margarita & Taco Tuesdays! 
With $2.50 Margaritas and a Taco bar! 
Plus Live music by the Flamingo Rock-
ers, 6-8pm Divi Flamingo, Balashi 
Beach Bar   

Wednesdays 
• “Live Cooking by the Chefs”  with 
live music by the Flamingo Rockers 
Unplugged - Buddy Dive Resort, 6-10 
pm 

 

Thursdays 
• Flamingo Rockers  at “Admiral’s 
Hour” for yachtsmen and others, 
Vespucci Restaurant, Harbour Village 
Marina. HH drinks, gratis tapas, 5-7  

 
Fridays 

 
Le Boulevard Restaurant, open 9 –
10:30 am, run by teens in training. Only 
on Fridays. Coffee, tea, homemade 
baked goods. Stichting Project.  Kaya 
J.A. Abraham#27 
•       Mixed Level Yoga  8:30am,  
Buddy Dive 786-6416 
• Harbour Village Tennis, Social 
Round Robin 7 - 10 pm. $10 per person. 
Cash bar. All invited.  Call Elisabeth Vos at 
565-5225  

• Swim lessons for children by 
Enith Brighitha, a Dutch Olympian, at 
Sunrise Poolbar and Sportsclub, for chil-
dren 0 – 18. 
• Manager’s Bash—free Flamingo 
Smash & snacks, Live music by Fla-
mingo Rockers, Divi Flamingo, Balashi 
Beach Bar  6-7 pm 
• Free Rum Punch Party (5:30- 6:30 
pm) with Moogie Nation, followed by all
-u-can-eat BBQ, 7-10 pm, Buddy Dive 
Resort 
 

 
FREE SLIDE/VIDEO SHOWS 
 
Saturday- Discover Our Diversity slide 
show-pool bar Buddy Dive, 7 pm, 717-
5080 
Monday-Dee Scarr’s Touch the Sea 
Slide Presentation, Capt. Don’s Habitat, 
8:30 pm. 717-8529 

Monday- Land & Ocean Bonaire by 
Fish-Eye photo staff, 8 pm on the big 
screen in front of Bonaire Dive & Ad-
venture.  
Tuesday —Sea Turtle Conservation 
Bonaire presents the Sea Turtles of Bon-
aire Slide Show.  Every 1st & 3rd Tues-
day, Buddy Dive Resort, 7 pm—717-
3802.  
 Wednesday– Sea Turtle Conservation 
Bonaire presents the Sea Turtles of Bon-
aire Slide Show, every 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday at Bruce Bowker's Carib Inn 
(717-8819) at 7pm.  
Wednesday—Diving Facts And Fiction 
- An Evening with DIR slide/video 
show by Caribbean Gas Training, 8 pm, 
Bonaire Dive & Adventure,786-5073 

 
BONAIRE’S TRADITIONS 

 
Kas Kriyo Rincon—Step into Bonaire’s past 
in this venerable  old home that has been re-
stored and furnished so it appears the family 
has just stepped out. Local ladies will tell you 
the story. Open Monday thru Friday, 9 –12, 2-
4. Weekends by appointment. Call 717-2445. 
 Mangasina di Rei, Rincon.  Enjoy the view 
from “The King’s Storehouse.” Learn about 
Bonaire’s  culture . Visit homes from the 17th 
century. Daily. Call  717-4060 /  790-2018  
Bonaire Museum on Kaya J. v.d. Ree, behind 
the Catholic Church in town. Open weekdays 
from 8 am-noon, 1:30-5 pm. Tel. 717-8868 
Washington-Slagbaai National Park, 
Museum and Visitors’ Center. Open 
daily 8 am-5 pm. Closed on some holi-
days. 717-8444/785-0017 
 

CLUBS and MEETINGS 
 
AA meetings  - every Wednesday; Phone :  
786-4651  or 786-7699 . 
Al-Anon meetings - every Monday 
evening at 7 pm. Call 790-7272 
Cancer Survivor Support Group Ma-

jestic Journeys Bonaire N.V. Lourdes 
Shopping Center 2nd Level Kaya LD 
Gerharts # 10. Call 717-2482/566-6093.  
Weekly Bonaire Talker Gathering and 
Dinner at Gibi's - Tuesday - 6:30 pm - 
call 567-0655 for directions. 

Bridge Club - Wednesdays, 7.30 pm 
at Old Inn (across the street from 
Plaza) All levels, NAƒ2,50. Call Joop 
717-5903 or be there by 7:15.    

Darts Club plays every other Sunday 
at City Café. Registration at 4, games at 
5. Tel. 717-2950, 560-7539. 
JCI - First Wednesday of the Month- 
Junior Chamber International Bonaire 
(JCI Bonaire, formerly known as Bon-
aire Jaycees) meets at the ABVO build-
ing, Kaminda Jato Baco 36  from 7:30 to 
9:30 pm. Everyone is welcome. Contact: 
Renata Domacassé 516-4252. 
Kiwanis Club meets at APNA Plaza, 
Kaya International,  every other Tues-
day,  7 pm. Tel. 717-5595, Jeannette 
Rodriguez. 
Lions Club meets every 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 8 pm at Kaya 
Sabana #1. All Lions welcome.   
Rotary lunch meetings Wednesday, 12 
noon-2 pm - 'Pirate House', above 
Zeezicht Restaurant. All Rotarians wel-
come. Tel. 717-8434 

Toastmasters Club meets every two 
weeks. For more information call Crusita 
de Palm at 786-3827 or Lucia Martinez 
Beck, at 786-2953.  

 

 
CHURCH  SERVICES 

 
Protestant Congregation of Bonaire: 
Kralendijk, Wilhelminaplein. In Papia-
mentu, Dutch, English, Sundays, 10 am.  
Rincon, Kaya C.D. Crestian, in Papia-
mentu, Sundays, 8:30 am. 
Children’s club, Saturdays, 5 pm, in 
Kralendijk 
Sunday School, Sundays, 4 pm, in Rin-
con. Bible Study and Prayer meetings, 
Thursdays, at 8 pm, Kralendijk.  
New Apostolic Church: Kaminda Santa 
Barbara #1, Sundays, 9:30 am. Services 
in  Dutch. 717-7116. 
International Bible Church of  Bonaire: 
Kaya Amsterdam 3 (near the traffic circle)  
Sunday Services at 9 am; Sunday Prayer 
Meeting at 7 pm in English. Tel. 717-8332 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints: Kaya Sabana #26, Sundays 
8:30 - 11:30am. In Papiamentu, Spanish 
and English.  
Catholic: San Bernardus in Kralendijk – 
Services, Sunday at 8 am and 7 pm in 
Papiamentu, 717-8304.  
 Our Lady of Coromoto in Antriol, Satur-
day at 6 pm in English. Mass in Papia-
mentu on Sunday at 9 am and 6 pm. 717-
4211.  
Assembly of God (Asemblea di Dios): 
Kaya Triton (Den Cheffi). In English, 
Dutch & Papiamentu on Sunday at 10 
am. Wednesday  Prayer Meeting at 7:30 
pm. 717-2194 
  Ministerio di Kristu Hesus Services  
Sunday mornings at 10 am at Jong Bonaire 
Youth Center in English, Dutch and Papia-
mentu.  Preaching the full gospel. Contact: 
786-2557. 
 
 
Send event info to:  

The Bonaire Reporter 
Email  reporter@bonairenews.com 

Tel:790-6518 or 790-8988 



Page 17   Bonaire Reporter   February 8-22, 2008 

*to find it... just look up 
       By Astrologer Michael Thiessen 

For the Month of February 2008  

 

 

•Transport of Money 
  and Valuables 
•Private Investigations 

•Vehicle patrols 
•Burglar Alarms 
•Fire Alarm Systems 

 

Kaya Nikiboko Nord 37A, PO Box 225     Tel: (599) 717- 8125   
Fax (599) 717- 6125          E-mail sss@bonairelive.com 

DO YOU WANT  
REAL RESULTS?  

WE CAN HELP YOU: 
  

• LOSE BODY FAT 
• GAIN MUSCLE 
• FEEL STRONGER 
• GET MOTIVATED 
• LIVE HEALTHIER 
• HAVE MORE ENERGY 
• INCREASE SELF-ESTEEM 
• IMPROVE PERFORMANCE  

Phone:  (599) 09 512-6375 
Phone: (599) 717-2500 EXT. 8210 

fit4life_fitness@hotmail.com 
PO BOX 303  BONAIRE 

 

PLAZA RESORT MINI MALL  
AEROBICS 
STEP AEROBICS 
BODY BUILDING 
BODY SHAPING / TONING 
PILATES  / TAE BO   
WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAMS  

•BEGINNERS, INTER-
MEDIATE,  and  

•ADVANCED LEVELS 

Don't Miss This Month’s Total 
Eclipse of the Moon, 

The Last Total Lunar Eclipse 
for Three Years 

 

O n Wednesday night, Feb-
ruary 20th, the last total 

Lunar Eclipse until December 
2010 will occur in the Bonaire 
Sky Park. And during totality 
Regulus, the heart star of Leo 
the Lion, will pop out on one 
side of the Moon and the ringed 
planet Saturn, at its best for the 
year, on the other.   

Let's imagine that we're out in 
space looking down on our 
Moon, Earth and Sun. Now 
moonlight is really light from the 
Sun reflected off the Moon and 
back to our Earth. So one half of 
the Moon is lit up by the Sun at 
all times, although the only time 
we see the half of the Moon that 
is completely lit up is when we 
have a full Moon which occurs 
every month, whenever the Moon is directly opposite the Sun as seen from Earth. 
Now usually when we have a full Moon the Moon is either above or below the 
plane of our Earth's orbit. But occasionally the full Moon will glide directly into 
our Earth's plane and will pass directly through our Earth's shadow, which will 
block most of the Sun's light from reaching it. In other words our Earth's shadow 
will eclipse the light of the Sun, which is why we call such an event an eclipse. 

But during a total lunar eclipse the Moon never completely disappears and al-
ways turns some unpredictable shade of reddish orange. And that's because the red 
rays of sunlight are always bent by our Earth's atmosphere into our Earth's 
shadow, filling it with a faint reddish orange light. So during a total lunar eclipse 
the reddish orange Moon color you see is actually red light from all the sunrises 
and sunsets around the world being refracted, that is bent, into our Earth's shadow 
and onto the Moon and then reflected back again. 

Now if we could look at our Earth's shadow cone more closely we would see 
that there are two distinct parts to it. A pale outer shadow called the penumbra 
and a smaller inner, dark shadow called the umbra. The penumbral phase of the 
eclipse is never very noticeable so start watching when the Moon begins to enter 
the umbra at 9:43 pm Sky Park Time. As time progresses, the umbra, our Earth's 
curved shadow, will slowly creep across the Moon and gradually darken it and 
cause it to change color. But what color the Moon will turn no one can predict, 
which is what makes it so much fun. Will it turn bright orange, blood red? Only 
the shadow knows. 

The Moon will be within the umbra and totally eclipsed for 50 minutes until 
12:51 am Sky Park Time. But this year as a bonus during totality we'll also see the 
ringed planet Saturn at its brightest for 2008 and Regulus the heart star of Leo the 
Lion. From 12:51 to 1:09 am the Moon will slowly slide out of the umbra and 
return to full Moon brilliance at which time however, it will be difficult to even 
see Regulus and Saturn. So pray for clear skies Wednesday night, the 20th, the 
night when the Moon turns red.  Jack Horkheimer 

ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) Make arrangements to meet friends at your local dance 
club. Your best efforts will come through making changes in your home. Think before 
you act. Unforeseen circumstances will disrupt your daily routine. Try to take care of 
the needs of those you love. Your luckiest events will occur on a Sunday.  

 TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21)  Be sure to spend time helping children with projects 
that are too difficult for them to accomplish alone. Double check your work and be 
sure that your boss is in a good mood before you do your presentation. Don't avoid 
your true feelings. Your pilgrimage may end up being fruitless. Your luckiest events 
this month will occur on a Thursday.  

 GEMINI (May 22-June 21)  You will be subject to pushy individuals if you get 
involved in uncertain organizations. Your outgoing nature will win hearts. Get the 
whole family involved in a worthwhile cause or cultural event. Get out and experience 
the spice of life. Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Thursday.  

 CANCER (June 22-July 22)  Try not to be too aggressive or judgmental when talk-
ing to your mate. Any renovation or decorating to your home should include the whole 
family. Your unique approach to life will interest others. You can ask for favors or run 
your ideas by those who will be able to support your objectives. Your luckiest events 
this month will occur on a Wednesday.  

 LEO (July 23-Aug 22)  Do your own thing without drawing attention to it. Try to 
calm down and listen to your partner's complaints. Compromise may be necessary. 
Concentrate on your career and on making money. Your boss may not be in the best of 
moods this month. Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Monday.  

 VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)  Don't be too eager to cut those who have disappointed 
you from your life. Children may be demanding, and entertainment could cost a lot 
more than you can really afford. You can get into weight loss programs or go out and 
change your image with a new look in clothing, hairstyle, and attitude. Arguments 
with employers or colleagues will be to your detriment. Your luckiest events will oc-
cur on a Tuesday.  

 LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)  You may feel that someone at work is holding you 
back. You'll be surprised how much you can accomplish. Your changing philosophies 
may lead you into new circles and open doors that will give you a unique outlook on 
life. Try and avoid getting involved in idle chatter or gossip that might get you in trou-
ble. Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Wednesday.  

 SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)  You will find that valuable knowledge can be 
gained if you are willing to listen. If boredom has set in, find new and unique direc-
tions that offer interesting friendships. Your best efforts will come through making 
changes in your home. You may have been too agreeable to someone who just wanted 
to use you.  Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Friday.  

 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)  You can make gains if you look at long-term 
investments. You can handle situations that require contact with institutions or large 
corporations. They will not be in the right frame of mind to put up with tactless com-
ments. Talk to an older, established individual about your present situation. Your 
luckiest events this month will occur on a Monday.  

 CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)  Don't let individuals with wild schemes talk you 
into a financial deal that is not likely to be successful. Creative educational pursuits 
will payoff. This is a great day to spend with family. Don't second guess yourself, just 
go to it. Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Monday.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)  You have two choices; Get out on your own, or 
bend to your mate's whims. Put your energy into behind the scenes activities. Your 
pursuits may end up being fruit less. You may have a hard time relating to children 
this month. Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Thursday.  

 PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)  Disharmony will result in a lowered vitality. Stress may 
result in minor illness. Entertainment could cost you more than you expect. You'll find 
it difficult to control your emotions. Your tendency to vacillate will drive everyone 
crazy. Your luckiest events this month will occur on a Saturday.  
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      • • Stop the silent destruction of your home Stop the silent destruction of your home ••  

E arly last month KLM flight 0754 was 
stranded at Flamingo Airport because 

of a technical problem with one off the en-
gines (photo). Most likely a rock came into 

the engine and damaged the rotor blade. About 300 hundred passengers were forced to 
stay on Bonaire for 24 hours. They were all brought to different hotels and could fly 
the next day safely to their destination.  Dennis Lensink 

 
 

Around Bonaire are what used to be empty pedestals. 
The idea was to have an explanation of the particular area 
and why it was important – historically, traditionally and/
or mythologically. The pedestals sat empty for years. How-
ever, as a gift to the island and its visitors Frans Booi and 
his wife Maggie have transformed these pedestals into the 
cultural showpieces they were intended to be, with paint-
ings by Booi and Winfred Dania and explanatory text in 
Papiamentu and English. Maggie’s Wisconsin company, 
Industrial Graphics Corp., printed the plaques as a dona-
tion to Bonaire. 

 : Going north on the Rincon Road, past the sign for the 
Indian Inscriptions (on the right) you’ll see a sign on the 
right saying, Piedra di Boneiru. Follow the road which 
ends at the stone. 
Piedra Bonaire – The Bonaire Stone 

 

A ccording to the philosophy that leads to the mytho-
logical stories of Bonaire, Piedra Bonaire is an 

important site associated with the original mythical ances-
tor whose name is Boynay. It is written in the Bonairean 
mythology book, Boynay Tey, that Piedra Bonaire is the 
birthplace of Boynay who is the First Bonairean – Yu  di 
Baranca Mama – “Son of Mother Stone.” 

Piedra Bonaire represents the navel rock of Bonaire – a 
central place in the mystical relationship between the Bar-
anca Mama – Divine Mother Stone – and the umbilical 
cord that once attached Boynay to her womb deep under 
the island where she lives in Luga Bibi – “The Living 
Place.” 

There is a belief that you are from the place where your 
umbilical cord is buried. The mythical Bonairean umbili-
cal cord is to be found at Piedra Bonaire. No matter where 
it is buried, spiritually it is there at Piedra Bonaire. Bo-
naireans should keep as a tradition to take a sack of the 
sacred soil, called Guturucu, which is found only at Piedra 

Bonaire, with them when they abandon the 
island to live and work abroad so when they 
are on their death bed they can put this sack 
of Guturucu under their pillow. They can die 
in peace on their beloved native soil It is all 
right for Bonaireans even at an elderly age to 
return to Bonaire, specially to fetch the Gu-
turuku of Piedra Bonaire (the sacred soil 
where your umbilical cord is buried) to take 
abroad to where they have chosen to live and 
die. 

Doing the Bonaire Stone ritual you too 
become a spiritual Bonairean. In the rock 
next to Piedra Bonaire there is a small cave 
where it is believed that animals go to die. A 
force that comes from the ground inside this 
cave helps them to die faster. Many animal 
bones are found inside this cave. Part of the 
ritual to become a Bonairean is to climb 
through these bones, exposing yourself to 
these forces from beneath, and find your way 
out on the other side of the cave. It is as if 
you’re acting in a play where you are passing 
through your mystical rebirth in a spiritual 
purification. 

Next you climb up about three meters into 
the hole in the front wall of Piedra Bonaire 
and curl up in a fetal position. In your imagi-
nation you make contact with your divine 
Baranca Mama by shooting your silverish 
umbilical cord deep down into the earth to-
wards Baranca Mama in Luga Bibu – “The 
Living Place.” You are now a son or daughter of the earth 
who will demonstrate your real love for the care of nature 
worldwide. 
Behind Piedra Bonaire a healing power emerges from un-

der the ground. Animals like to sleep there to recover from 
their injuries or sickness. This is where you go to talk to 
Baranca Mama. Do not confuse Piedra Bonaire with Bar-
anca Mama herself.  Frans Booi 
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E very year we have more 
tourists coming to Bonaire 

than people living on Bonaire. 
The tourists have a big impact on 
this island: economically, envi-
ronmentally and socially. Tourists 
from various parts of the world 
come here with different ideas 
and morals. Sometimes those 
differences clash with the ideas 
and morals of the island. Here is a 
guideline for tourists so they can 
visit Bonaire without disrupting 
the lifestyle of Bonaireans. 

Sometimes you are driving 
early in the morning because you 
are on vacation and you want to 
have an early start. Then you see 
something that captures your in-
terest, let us say a church. Your 
first impulse would be to slow 
down to take a better look. But 
the persons behind you are just 
trying to get to work and they get 
really frustrated by a slowpoke in 
front of them. What you can do is 
mark the place of interest and find 
a parking place (still for free) 
nearby. This way you allow your-
self sufficient time to check out 
this beautiful landmark so you 
can really appreciate the history 
of this island. 

While walking or driving 
around on this island you may 
find that people (strangers in your 
eyes) are greeting you. This is a 
small island, and it is customary 
to greet a person even though you 
do not know the person intimately 
or even by name. So in Kaya 
Grandi or on the beach you al-
ways greet. 

When this greeting turns into a 
conversation, there are things to 
talk about, but there are certainly 
things to avoid. While visiting 
another country you can talk 
about the “normal” things, like 
your name, number of children, 
what you do for a living, where 
you come from and why you are 
visiting this place. But things like 
divorce, illnesses or deaths are 
better left unsaid. The residents 
have heard some stories that even 
the mothers of the storytellers did 
not know about. It is very uncom-
fortable for the listeners. But 
when in the course of your con-
versation you find that you are 
talking to a kindred spirit, please 
pour out your heart. Some Bo-
naireans are indeed very good 
listeners. 

Like I said before, Bonaire is a 
small island. This automatically 
means that certain things are on a 

smaller scale than you are used to 
at home. This does not imply that 
everything is cute. A remark like 
“Oh look, they even have a little 
hospital!” is very offensive. We 
need things like a hospital and a 
cemetery. They are not dollhouse 
versions of the real thing; they are 
the real deal. 

We really need to talk about 
your clothes, or in this case the 
lack of. Walking in a supermar-
ket, dressed as if you are at the 
beach, you may get some looks 
from the resident people. If you 
have misinterpreted those looks 
as looks of admiration, let me 
straighten this out for you: those 
are looks of contempt. Bonaireans 
are very fussy about how to ap-
pear in public. They will not 
leave their homes until they are 
absolutely certain that they are 
almost dressed to the nines. In 
every public place like the super-
market, the gas station or on Kaya 
Grandi, it is considered “not 
done” to walk around in your 
swimsuit or your wetsuit. Dressed 
in your tuxedo in the Cultimara 
may be taking this too far, but a 
dress or shirt with shorts would 
be nice. 

Imagine sitting in a restaurant, 
enjoying your company and your 
meal. Then somebody next to you 
starts talking really loud about 
things you do not want to hear. It 
is so annoying! Maybe because 
you are on vacation and you will 
probably never see these people 
again is reason enough to raise 
your voice. The thing is, you are 
not the only one. A nice romantic 
evening out on an island with a 
lot of tourists can be a challenge 
for the people living here. “What? 
I cannot express my feelings?” 
you ask. Sure, go ahead! If they 
are feelings of enjoyment and 
laughter, you can express them as 
loud as you can. The people 
around you may pick up your 
happy vibe and join you. Bonaire-
ans consider tourists their guests. 
What can be more fun than laugh-
ing together with your guests? 
You may find that in the depart-
ment of laughter, nobody can 
laugh as loud as a Bonairean. 

 Mary Ann 
Koops  

  In addition 
to observing us,  
Koops teaches 
Biology at the 
SGB High 
School.  

T his 
time 

exploring 
what’s 
coming our 
way we 
return to 
the area 
where we 
had a look 
at the 
wooden 
houses on 
elevated 
platforms 
just two 
months 
ago. We are on Kaminda Soro-
bon –coming from Playa about 
300 m. past the road to Lac- and 
we see a sign on the right hand 
side of the road indicating that 
Duijn Bonaire is busy here. They 
are constructing a country house 
inspired by the style and archi-
tecture of  Bonairean plantation 
houses like Karpata, 
Washikemba and Slagbaai. 

 
On January 25 the highest 

point was reached (photo). High 
time for some Polars! 

 
The development was begun 

by Experiential Training Bon-
aire, a cooperation between 
Dutch Training Institute van 
Harte & Lingsma, Sportex (a 
Dutch outdoor activity organiza-
tion using the slogan “We take 
you where the action is.”) and 
the local organization, Bonaire 
Boating Company.  

We are told that as of October 
managers from Europe will at-
tend training sessions here.    

The develoopers say that Bon-
aire is a great destination for 
outdoor training: “The island has 
everything to offer we are look-
ing for.” Sounds like these will 
not be dull training sessions in 
dark classrooms with stuffy pro-
fessors, theoretical handouts and 
endless PowerPoint presenta-
tions.  

 
As part of the program we will 

see managers on bikes, in kay-
aks, on sail-
boats, exercis-
ing, abseiling, 
horse back rid-
ing, diving, 
learning the 
meringue, 
climbing Bran-
daris and so on. 
Sounds fun and 
it may well be 
tax deductable 
too.  And after 
having done the 
abseiling thing 
in the Belgian 
Ardennes quite 
a few times 
now, European 

managers will probably be eager 
to do something very different. 
Well, here they have it. The 
country house will be the exclu-
sive home base for the training 
sessions and its participants and 
is a dream come true for the Bo-
nairean partner (“I have always 
believed in Bonaire as an ideal 
training base”) and the Dutch 
partner (“I came to Bonaire for 
the first time about 20 years ago, 
stayed in some kunuku house for 
a night and immediately fell in 
love with the island”). 

 
The country house is located 

on a piece of land of more than 
two hectares in the middle of the 
mundi. It will have a central 
lounge, a training room, a fully 
equipped kitchen (cooking to-
gether may be part of the train-
ings as well), 15 guest bedrooms 
and a swimming pool on the 
premises. Original vegetation of 
the island will be planted in the 
gardens around and the lands 
will be bordered by a wall. We 
can’t wait to see it once it is fin-
ished. The complex will entirely 
run on its own electricity system, 
using solar power and wind en-
ergy (we like that!), but there is a 
backup generator for cloudy and 
no-wind days. An interesting 
idea from one of the people be-
hind the plan: why not attach a 
coin insert machine to the gen-
erator to make the training par-
ticipants more aware of their 
own energy consumption? 

We are told that the country 
house will also be available for 
local organizations and govern-
ment; the accommodation can be 
rented for courses, workshops 
and seminars. This may attract 
business from Curaçao as well. 
The country house does not have 
a name yet, but that shouldn’t be 
a problem for the developers 
because the time period until the 
opening is about the same that 
parents have to come up with 
one for their baby after they find 
out there is going to be one.  

 
Having been around, we can 

well imagine that European man-
agers, being part of and fully 
involved in the everyday rat race 
over there, will love the stress-
free surroundings here. Some of 
them may even consider not re-
turning back to their lush offices 
anymore. However, the monthly 
paycheck they can expect versus 
what would come in on Bonaire, 
will almost certainly convince 
them to check in with KLM for 
their return trip in the end but 
definitely with some sweet 
memories of Bonaire in mind.  

 Marcel Leurs 
 

 Leurs is a 
developer 

himself 
(Brisas 
Lodge) 

  

 

Marcel Leurs photo 

Tourist Behavior Guide 
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OOOnnnlllyyy   aaa   llliiimmmiiittteeeddd   nnnuuummmbbbeeerrr      
ooofff   ssseeeaaatttsss   aaavvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee   
   

SSSooo   mmmaaakkkeee   aaa   rrreeessseeerrrvvvaaatttiiiooonnn   bbbyyy
cccaaalllllliiinnnggg   ttthhheee   BBBeeellllllaaavvviiissstttaaa      
RRReeessstttaaauuurrraaannnttt   &&&   PPPoooooolllbbbaaarrr   

OOOuuurrr   tttwwwooo   ccchhheeefffsss ppprrreeepppaaarrreee aaa
dddeeellliiiccciiiooouuusss   dddiiinnnnnneeerrr   wwwhhhiiillleee

yyyooouuu   aaarrreee   wwwaaatttccchhhiiinnnggg!!!

CCChhhoooooossseee   bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn   mmmeeeaaattt,,,
fffiiissshhh,,,   ccchhhiiiccckkkeeennn   &&&   ssshhhrrriiimmmpppsss

EEEnnnjjjoooyyy   aaa   333---CCCooouuurrrssseee   dddiiinnnnnneeerrr
fffooorrr   ooonnnlllyyy  $$2244,,7755!!

701-5080 ext. 538

    BBeeaacchh  CCooookkiinngg!!
Every Wednesday at Buddy Dive Resort(6.00-10.00pm)

 

Located on the north hotel row 

Kaya Grandi 29 
Kralendijk 

Phone 717-5107 

New Stock 
New Styles 

Men, Women and Children 

Capture the colors!  

"...capturing your memories, 
one at a time"  

 

Capture Photo 
At Divi Flamingo 

J.A. Abraham Blvd. 40 
Kralendijk 717-6151 

 

Now Open At 
 Captain Don’s Habitat 

Gob. N. Debrot  Blvd. 103 
717-6951  

 
capturecaribbean.com 


