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What is InsideUF?
You likely 

have been reading 
InsideUF and 
didn’t even realize 
it. In fact, you’re 
reading InsideUF, 
an official 
publication of 
the University of 
Florida, right now.

InsideUF 
includes:
•	 A	biweekly	print	edition,	which	ap-

pears as the entire page three of the 
Alligator.	This	page	is	produced	and	
paid by University Relations;

•	 The	UF	homepage,	www.ufl.edu, 
lists	two	daily	stories	from	a	more	
extensive online version of InsideUF;

•	 The	complete,	daily	updated	
e-newsletter is available at http://
insideuf.ufl.edu/	or	may	be	accessed	
by clicking the blue “InsideUF” on 
the	UF	homepage.
The	daily	online	version	provides	

campus	news,	such	as	upcoming	events,	
awards	and	more.	Next	time	you	do	
an Internet search for UF news, you’re 
likely	to	read	a	posting	from	InsideUF.	
Stories	from	the	online	version	are	read	
approximately	2,500	times	per	month.

To	make	a	submission,	please	coordi-
nate	with	your	college	or	unit’s	com-
munication	professional.	Submissions	
should be sent to insideuf@ufl.edu at 
least two weeks prior to an event.

Susan Stewart 
Editor, InsideUF 
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UF Calendar Note This
Black History Month events offer music,  
comedy and more

The	University	of	Florida	kicked	off	Black	History	Month	Mon-
day	with	an	opening	ceremony	at	Reitz	Student	Union.	Many	more	
activities are planned. 

Some	of	the	more	than	20	upcom-
ing	events	include	a	performance	by	
R&B	artist	Rudy	Currence	at	7	
p.m.	today	at	Orange	and	Brew,	
a	leadership	conference	from	
9	a.m.	until	4	p.m.	on	Feb.	6	
at	Ustler	Hall,	the	Miss	Black	
and Gold scholarship pageant 
at	7	p.m.	on	Feb.	12	at	the	Reitz	
Union	Grand	Ballroom,	and	a	
comedy	show	at	7	p.m.	on	Feb.	26	at	
the	Reitz	Union	Grand	Ballroom.

For	more	information	on	Black	History	Month,	visit	 
http://ufblackhistorymonth.com/events.aspx.

Feb. 3
“Biometrics for Human Identification: Technology and Policy,” 
speaker Anil Jain, professor at Michigan State University, 7:30 
p.m., Pugh Hall Ocora.

Feb. 4, 5, 6
“Current Approaches to Spanish and Portuguese Second 
Language Phonology,” 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Reitz Student Union,  
room 282. 

Feb. 10
“Race and the Trace of History,” speaker Patrick Wolfe, research 
fellow at La Trobe University, Australia, and Harvard University, 4 
to 6 p.m., Dauer, room 219.

Feb.11
“Environmental Issues in South Asia,” speaker Ann Gold, 
professor at Syracuse University, 7:30 p.m., Pugh Hall Ocora.

UFPA presents Soweto Gospel Choir, 7:30 p.m., Phillips Center, 
admission fee. Call 352-392-2787 for more information.

This is a sampling of events from the electronic UF calendar.  
For more event details, or to submit an event to the calendar, 
click “UF Calendar” at www.insideuf.ufl.edu.

?
UF Black History 

Month events have 
been celebrated for 

32 years.

Did you
KNOW

Fred Gmitter developed Sugar Belle, and says the fruit “makes you happy when you eat it.”

UF’s Sugar Belle is sweet success
Sugar	Belle,	a	name	meaning	sweet	and	beautiful,	is	the	first	University	of	Florida-created	

citrus	variety	intended	for	commercial	production.
Fred	Gmitter,	UF	professor	of	citrus	breeding	and	genetics,	worked	many	years	for	Sugar	

Belle,	a	bold	mandarin	orange	hybrid,	to	be	where	it	is	today.
Hired	in	1985	as	a	UF	assistant	professor,	Gmitter	soon	noticed	a	neglected	block	of	trees	left	

behind by a retired professor. 
“I	tasted	(the	fruit	on)	every	tree—most	were	horrible,”	said	Gmitter.	“Then	I	tasted	fruit	

from	this	one	tree	and	it	was	phenomenal.”	The	tree	is	now	known	as	Sugar	Belle.
Gmitter	then	began	propagating	the	tree,	knowing	that	he	had	found	a	valuable	citrus	

selection.
One	of	the	first	large-scale	field	trials	was	on	the	east	coast	of	Florida.	
But	after	growing	for	a	few	years,	a	setback	occurred.	Citrus	canker,	a	highly	contagious	disease	

that	attacks	fruit,	was	found	near	the	trees.	The	entire	group	had	to	be	burned.
“That	was	really	devastating,”	Gmitter	said.
That	didn’t	stop	the	determined	Gmitter	and	soon,	after	producing	more	crops,	taste	trials	

began.	Sugar	Belle	won	“big-time”	as	the	favorite	among	the	taste-testers,	he	said.
It	is	a	very	bold,	rich-tasting	citrus	with	high	levels	of	sugar.	“Makes	you	happy	when	you	eat	

it,” he said.
Sugar	Belle	has	numerous	benefits	that	make	it	stand	out	from	other	competitors.	It	has	a	high	

percentage	of	vitamin	C,	ripens	four	to	six	weeks	earlier	than	other	varieties	of	citrus	and	it	has	
shown	a	greater	tolerance	to	the	fungus	Alternaria.

After	long	hours	and	hard	work,	Gmitter	is	really	satisfied	with	Sugar	Belle.	But	now	the	rest	is	
out of his hands.

“It’s like when you first take your kids to kindergarten. You are still attached but you have to 
let	them	go—I	have	that	feeling	about	Sugar	Belle,”	said	Gmitter.	“Didn’t	expect	that	feeling,	but	
it’s	strange.	It’s	like	having	a	25-year-old	kid.”

By Jenna McVey

Fact
Sugar Belle 

is available in 
stores throughout 

the U.S. East 
Coast.

UF provides help for Haiti
Helping	Haitians	now	is	greatly	im-

portant. Everyone is encouraged to lend 
a hand or to aid organizations here at the 
University of Florida or elsewhere. 

A	team	of	faculty	and	staff	from	three	
UF	colleges	recently	provided	medical	
assistance	in	Haiti.	In	addition,	a	UF	
forensic expert helped identify earthquake 
victims.

Additional	university	community	
members	or	groups	who	desire	to	travel	to	
Haiti	in	their	university	capacity,	or	plan	
to	use	any	university	account,	must	coor-
dinate	arrangements	through	Lynn	Frazier,	
the	UF	Haiti-project	coordinator.	Anyone	
who travels without approval will not be 
covered by university or state insurance or 
have	the	benefit	of	sovereign	immunity.	
Frazier	may	be	reached	at	lfrazier@ufl.edu 
or	352-392-0186.

A	Web	page,	www.aa.ufl.edu/haiti/, has 
been	created	by	the	Office	of	the	Provost	
to	communicate	Haiti	information.	

To	donate	to	Gators	United	for	Haiti,	a	
student-run	project	that	is	supervised	and	
aided	by	UF	administration,	please	visit	
http://gatorsunitedforhaiti.org/	or	join	the	
Gators	United	for	Haiti	Facebook	group.


