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Celebrating UF’s 
remarkable faculty

I’d like to take 
this opportunity 
to celebrate UF’s 
remarkable fac-
ulty. Our faculty 
members excel at 
teaching, research, 
and service.  They 
teach 1.2 million 
student credit 
hours to nearly 
52,000 students each academic year! 
This past year, they brought in a record 
$583 million in research funds. Our re-
markable faculty has propelled UF to a 
rank of 17th among public universities.

The achievements of our faculty 
are all the more impressive when you 
consider the resources available at UF. 
Our student/faculty ratio, 21/1, is 
1.5  times more than the average at 
peer public AAU universities such as 
Wisconsin, Chapel Hill and Michigan. 
That means that class sizes and faculty 
teaching loads are larger than at our 
peer universities. Nevertheless, faculty 
salaries at UF rank in the bottom 
quartile among AAU publics. And our 
sabbatical and professional leave pro-
gram unfortunately is not competitive 
with the best public universities.

The major impediment to provid-
ing the resources needed to overcome 
these challenges is the remarkably 
low undergraduate in-state tuition in 
Florida  -- the lowest of the 50 states; 
indeed, our tuition at UF is last among 
the 34 public AAU universities, and in-
deed is less than half the mean tuition 
for these institutions.

The good news is that President 
Machen and the UF Board of Trust-
ees are committed to addressing 
these issues, and indeed, we’ve made 
significant progress in the past year.  
The Legislature passed, and Gov. 
Crist signed, the differential tuition 
bill, granting UF the opportunity to 
raise undergraduate in-state tuition to 
40 percent the general tuition in the 
State University System. Indeed, the 
Legislature, governor and our students 
are coming to appreciate that increased 
tuition is an investment in quality 
education for the youth of Florida. 
These differential tuition funds will en-
able us to hire more faculty, along with 
more academic advisers. And Presi-
dent Machen has announced goals to 
fund salary increases for 2008 and to 
enhance our sabbatical program.  With 
increased resources, just think how 
much we could accomplish!

Richard A. Yost, Faculty Senate Chair

The first CREC building years ago held much promise for the future of Florida citrus.

Kellie Roberts

Citrus Research and Education Center to celebrate 
90th Anniversary with rededication ceremonies

In 1917, Woodrow Wilson was presi-
dent, a new Model-T Ford cost $360, and 
Polk County citrus growers purchased land 
in Lake Alfred to build what was to become 
the University of Florida’s Citrus Research 
and Education Center (CREC).

Originally, only a few University of 
Florida scientists were assigned to the 
Lake Alfred site, which was then called the 
Citrus Experiment Station. Now, 90 years 
later, the CREC employs 250 people and is 
the largest facility in the world devoted to a 
single commodity. The center also serves as 
home to the scientific research staff of the 
Florida Department of Citrus. 

On Nov. 7, UF will celebrate the 
center’s past while anticipating the future. 
Festivities will begin at 11 a.m., beginning 
with a dedication of the new Citrus Pathol-
ogy Building and a rededication of the Ben 
Hill Griffin, Jr. Citrus Hall.

The Citrus Pathology Building contains 
advanced laboratory facilities for daily re-
search, and houses four scientists who focus 
their work on the two biggest challenges 
facing the citrus industry today – a bacte-
rial infection known as citrus canker and a 
fatal disease called citrus greening.  

“The new building is state of the art,” 
said Dr. Ron Brlansky, a professor and 
plant pathologist at the CREC. “It allows 
us to do our detection and other work 
under excellent conditions.” 

After the 2004 hurricanes took their 
toll, the 
CREC’s confer-
ence center, 
the Ben Hill 
Griffin, Jr. 
Citrus Hall, 
has undergone 
extensive reno-
vation and will 
be rededicated. 
Funded solely 
on citrus indus-
try donations, 
the Citrus Hall 
contains the 
world’s largest 

citrus library, a teaching lab and electron 
microscope. The hall can accommodate up 
to 350 guests and each year hosts a wide 
array of events which are not limited to the 
citrus industry. 

The CREC is the oldest and largest 
off-campus experiment station in UF’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.  
CREC is credited with developing the 
technology for making frozen concentrate 
orange juice, which was patented in 1948. 
This helped Florida orange juice become 
one of the world’s favorite beverages. 

“The Citrus Research and Education 
Center is a great example of how IFAS 
personnel work hand-in-hand with industry 
to benefit the $9 billion citrus industry, 
the state’s economy, and entire state,” said 
Jimmy Cheek, UF senior vice president 
for agriculture and natural resources. “The 
University of Florida is proud that CREC is 
marking 90 years of hard work and success.”

By Panagiota Papakos

The University of Florida has been 
winning a lot of things as of late, but many 
people may not be aware of one of the lat-
est UF teams to be recognized in a national 
competition: Health Science Libraries 
staff and their associates.

Their video, “Librarians to the 
Rescue,” follows four students who are 
attempting to finish an assignment for 
a fictional class.

The video, designed to educate stu-
dents about the UF libraries, was entered 
in the Columbus International Film 
& Video Festival. The festival, known 
for its “Chris Awards,” will present the 
UF team with a Certificate of Honor-
able Mention at its 55th ceremony in 
Columbus, Ohio, on Nov. 10.

Submissions to the festival are 
judged based on a number of differ-
ent criteria, and an honorable mention is 
awarded to an entry based on a specific 
production value or high overall quality, 
according to the Chris Awards Web site.

UF Library staff and students, along 
with 19 volunteers, worked with actors 
from both UF and Santa Fe Community 
College who answered an open casting 

call.  They worked for several months 
shooting and editing the video, which 
was the brainchild of Don Loftus, a 
video production coordinator in UF’s 

Office of Academic Technology.
“Don Loftus was the producer and 

the mainspring behind the project,” said 
Health Science Center Libraries webmaster 

Dwight Bennett, who wrote and co-
directed the video.

The Columbus International 
Film and Video Festival is one of 
the most prestigious film award cer-
emonies today; the first award was 
presented in 1953.

The various awards are divided 
into a number of different categories, 
and this year nearly 600 submis-
sions were received. Despite the large 
field, UF’s group of filmmakers and 
amateur actors still earned a spot 
near the top.

The video can been seen on televi-
sions in UF residence halls and on 

cable Channel 96 throughout Gainesville.  
It also can be viewed at: http://streaming.
video.ufl.edu/~hsclib/rescue.asx.

By Alex Stern

IFAS scientist honored
The Entomological 

Society of America (ESA)  
has selected Nan-Yao 
Su as an ESA Fellow for 
his outstanding con-
tributions in research, 
teaching, extension and 
administration. He will 
be recognized at the 
group’s annual meeting in 
San Diego next month.

Su is viewed as an international authority 
on termites, and his research led to the devel-
opment of Sentricon System, a monitoring-
baiting system.  Sentricon has been marketed 
in 18 countries and has reduced pesticide use 
by more than 6,000 metric tons.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
teams with UF 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida has 
established a $3.5 million endowment at the 
University of Florida to open the UF-BCBSF 
Center for Health Care Access, Patient Safety 
and Quality Outcomes. The new center is 
housed in the colleges of Nursing and Public 
Health and Health Professions, and is work-
ing to significantly improve the health of 
Florida’s citizens. The endowment will total 
$6.7 million with state-matching funds. 

Director awarded Morton 
Wolfson Faculty Award

Kellie Roberts, interim director of the 
Dial Center for Written and Oral Com-
munication in the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, has been awarded the 
annual Morton Wolfson Faculty Award.

Roberts has coached the nationally 
competitive UF Speech and Debate Team 
for the past 20 years, and she teaches 
several honors courses.

The Morton Wolfson Faculty Service 
Award honors those who have shown a 
distinguished record of commitment and 
service to students through advising and 
teaching.

Business students win 
Singapore competition

A team of Warrington College of 
Business Administration undergraduate 

students took the top prize at the Asian 
Business Case Challenge in Singapore. The 
winning team members were Shae Fergu-
son, Montana Massa, Caroline Etter and 
Seth Mollitt, team captain.

Each competing team acted as strategic 
consultants to formulate a successful busi-
ness strategy for an Asian builder of oil rigs. 
The invitation-only business competition 
in October was the first international case 
competition in which Warrington under-
graduates have participated.

Palm Beach developer 
enters Hall of Fame

The M.E. Rinker Sr. School of Building 
Construction at the University of Florida 
inducted noted Palm Beach developer Wil-
liam G. Lassiter into the school’s Construc-
tion Hall of Fame on Oct. 26.

Lassiter, a 1951 graduate, currently is 
director of W.G. Lassiter Properties Inc., a 
Palm Beach real estate development com-
pany, as well as president of Palm Beach De-
velopment Corp. and Legal Leasing Corp. 

The Construction Hall of Fame was 
established in 1980 to recognize the 
accomplishments of builders who have 
distinguished themselves throughout 
their careers.

UF to celebrate 
International Education 
Week, Nov. 12-18

The University of Florida Interna-
tional Center will celebrate Internation-
al Education Week, Nov. 12-18. This 
joint initiative of the U.S. Department 
of State and the U.S. Department of 
Education is part of the university’s ef-
forts to promote programs that prepare 
Americans for a global environment 
and attract future leaders from abroad 
to study, learn and exchange experi-
ences in the U.S. 

The International Educator Awards 
ceremony will recognize excellence in 
international education at both the 
junior and senior faculty levels at 2 p.m. 
on Nov. 13 in the Atrium in Ustler 
Hall. All faculty are invited. On Nov. 
15, Study Abroad Services invite faculty 
to a workshop in Reitz Student Union, 
Room 286, 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  The 
workshop will detail how to create a 
study-abroad program. On Nov. 16, the 
Hub will host the International Film 
Festival from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  For 
a more detailed schedule of events, visit 
http://www.ufic.ufl.edu/ispIEW.htm.

Inaugural GIS Day to be 
held on Nov. 14

The University of Florida Smathers 
Libraries is hosting UF’s inaugural GIS 
Day on Nov. 14, from 9 a.m. until 4 
p.m. This all-day event will showcase the 
use of Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) to the academic community and 
the public. The event will include inter-
active geocaching opportunities, as well 
as guest speakers from UF’s Geomatics 
Department and the Geoplan Center. 
Lectures and poster sessions are open to 
the public. No registration fee required, 
but registration is highly recommended 
for the geocaching game, due to lim-
ited space. All sessions will be held in 
Smathers Library East, Room 1A.  To 
register for the geocaching game or for 
more information, call 352-273-2825.

Don’t Forget
•	 All	students	must	update	their	emer-

gency contact information before 
registering for classes. A link to the 
contact information form can be 
found on the ISIS homepage.

•	 Nov.	19	is	the	last	day	to	drop	or	add	
a course by college petition, or to 
withdraw from UF for the semester.

Listings in this section are a sampling of 
events at the University of Florida compiled 
from entries listed in the full calendar that ap-
pears on the Web at calendar.ufl.edu. To submit 
an event online, send an e-mail to calndar@
nersp.osg.ufl.edu with the following informa-
tion in this order: event date; event name, brief 
description and sponsor; time; location; costs; 
and contact information to include name, phone 
number and e-mail. Events, dates, times and 
programs are subject to change. 

Nov. 6
Bill Nye the Science Guy, Phillips Center, 
doors open 7:15 p.m., event 8 p.m. Free and 
open to the public.

Nov. 7
“Religious literacy: What every American 
needs to know – and doesn’t,” University 
Auditorium, 7 p.m. Free and open to the public.

Nov. 8
Trashformations: Trash to Treasure, Florida 
Museum of Natural History, 5-9 p.m. Free and 
open to the public.

Nov. 10
Russian Patriarchate Choir, University Audito-
rium, 7:30 p.m. Reserved seating $20-$30.

Nov. 11
Ballet Folklórico de 
México® de Amalia 
Hernández, Phillips Cen-
ter, 7:30 p.m. Reserved 
seating $25-$35.

Nov. 12
Veterans Day observed. 
No classes. 

Nov. 13
The Actors’ Gang in 1984, Phillips Center, 7:30 
p.m. Reserved seating $25-$35.

Nov. 14
Increase Your Chances for a Global Career, 
Florida Gym 270, 6 p.m. Free and closed to the 
public.

Nov. 15
Marion J. Caffey’s 3 Mo’ Divas, Phillips Center, 
7:30 p.m. Reserved seating $30-$45.

Nov. 16
Slim Goodbody presents The Bodyology 
Show, Phillips Center, 10 a.m. Free and open to 
the public.

Ahn Trio with the David Benoit Trio, Phillips 
Center, 7:30 p.m. Reserved seating $25-$35.

Nov. 18
Yamato: The Drummers of Japan, Phillips Cen-
ter, 7:30 p.m. Reserved seating $20-$35.

RECURRING EVENTS
“West Side Story,” Constans Theater, 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 9-18. Reserved tickets $9 for stu-
dents, faculty and staff; $13 general public.

“The Afterlife of Alice in Wonderland,” 
Smathers Library 1A. Tea party and recep-
tion Nov. 7, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Exhibit on display 
through Dec. 15. Free and open to the public.

“Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived” 
exhibit at The Florida Museum of Natural 
History, on display through Jan. 6. Free and 
open to the public.

CREC is now the world’s largest citrus research center.

UF Health Science video recognized at international film festival
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Library group poses in the stocks. 
Sarah Kiewel, UF Health Science Center

Richard Yost

Nan-Yao Su


