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Institute coordinates 
UF’s sustainable 
energy efforts

Energy may be the defining issue 
of this century. Our quality of life, 
economy, standard of living and 
security depend on clean, afford-
able and reliable energy.  The limited 
supply of fossil energy, its accelerated 
consumption, and a dependence on 
unstable countries for fossil fuel supply 
are major U.S. economic and secu-
rity issues. Moreover, due to Florida’s 
unique coastal geography and southern 
latitude, it is the state with both the 
most to gain by harnessing its abun-
dant renewable energy resources, and 
the most to lose if it doesn’t. 

We are rich in renewable energy re-
sources, particularly biomass and solar, 
yet we’re currently dependent on fossil 
fuels. This dependency contributes 
to global warming and the associated 
increased risk of violent weather and 
rising ocean levels that threaten the 
residents living near our 1,350 miles of 
coastline.  

More than 150 University of 
Florida faculty are hard at work each 
day developing new technologies — 
from fuel cells, batteries and solar cells, 
to biofuels, nuclear power and green 
building construction, to name just a 
few — in order to provide a sustain-
able energy future for Florida and the 
world. This year, the Florida Institute 
for Sustainable Energy (FISE) www.
energy.ufl.edu was created to coor-
dinate and promote the vast energy 
research across campus.  

In addition, we were able to secure 
a $4.5 million Florida Center of Excel-
lence award to create the FISE Energy 
Technology Incubator. This incubator, 
currently under construction in Rhines 
and Rogers Halls, is a user facility for 
faculty, staff and students, to acceler-
ate commercialization of UF’s energy 
research so that it can have the greatest 
impact on society.  

It is my hope that someday soon 
we will be driving hybrid cars based on 
UF’s fuel cell and battery technology, 
and operating on biofuel created from 
UF technology.  

Eric D. Wachsman
Director, Florida Institute for 

Sustainable Energy

UF celebrates National Campus Sustainability Day
For the third 

year in a row, 
the University of 
Florida’s Office of 
Sustainability will 
celebrate National 
Campus Sustain-
ability Day. The 
event starts at 10 
a.m. on Oct. 24 
and features a 
number of activities 
designed to raise 
awareness of cam-
pus sustainability 
efforts.

The day will 
begin on the Reitz 
Student Union 
North Lawn, with 
President Machen 
addressing the 
annual Sustainabil-
ity Report Card. 
Following the ad-
dress, the Student 
Government Envi-
ronmental Affairs 
Cabinet will hold a forum on the renew-
able energy fee that was passed in a recent 
student government election, said Melissa 
Karr, Office of Sustainability intern. The 
50-cent per credit hour fee passed with 78 
percent approval last spring.

Throughout the day, a variety of student 
groups and community organizations will 
provide food, games and information. 
Visitors can use the Eco-Footprint calcula-
tor provided by “Gators for a Sustainable 
Campus” to learn about their individual 
impact on the environment, and learn ways 
to lessen it. Another group, the American 
Solar Energy Society, will provide a solar-
powered tricycle, the “Photon.”

“The basic goal of the day is to raise 
awareness, show support to organizations 
making a difference and enjoy being sus-
tainable,” Karr said.

Groups such as these are educating 
the Gator Nation and paving the way 
for a university of the future, one with a 

negligible impact on the environment, said 
Anna Prizzia, outreach coordinator with 
the Office of Sustainability.

“President Machen’s goal for the uni-
versity is complete carbon neutrality by the 
year 2020,” Prizzia said.

While it may appear to be a lofty goal, 
UF is making great strides through many 
different methods.

All over campus, cleaning crews have 
switched to “green” cleaning supplies and 
all paper towels and toilet paper are made 
of 100 percent recyclable materials, Prizzia 
said. Also, campus buildings are using 
paint and carpet which is low in VOCs, a 
volatile type of chemical which is harmful 
to the environment.

While efforts are being made to increase 
sustainability in existing buildings, new 
construction takes that effort one step 
further.

“All new construction on campus will 
be designed to receive a LEED (Leadership 

in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design) 
silver or higher certi-
fication,” Prizzia said. 
If successful, these 
efforts would result in 
the high certification 
— based on environ-
mentally friendly and 
sustainable criteria — 
as designated by the 
U.S. Green Building 
Council.

One UF building 
already is not only 
“green” in the figura-
tive sense, but also 
literally. The Charles 
R. Perry Construction 
Yard Building has a 
roof which contains 
soil and growing 
plants. The green roof 
helps reduce storm 
runoff, insulates 
the building against 
heat and sound, and 
improves the aesthetic 

value of the building.
Waste reduction is another effort to 

meet the 2020 campus goal. With the help 
of concerned students, staff and faculty, 
the solid waste output has been greatly 
reduced.

“We’ve partnered with gatorlist.net to 
offer people a free way to give away things 
they might normally throw away,” Prizzia 
said. 

Besides the more direct, people-to-peo-
ple recycling, the Office of Sustainability 
and its volunteers and interns also work on 
programs such as collecting recyclables on 
game days, when they are often thrown in 
with other refuse, Prizzia said. These pro-
grams show the commitment of the Gator 
Nation to sustainability, and the dedication 
of the volunteers.

“The student commitment is really 
amazing,” Prizzia said. “We really couldn’t 
do it without them.”

By Alex Stern

Starting this fall, all University of 
Florida students will be asked to provide 
emergency contact information when they 
register for classes.

UF is the first institution in the state 
and one of the first 
in the country to 
adopt this policy.

Each student 
who logs on to ISIS, 
UF’s Web-based 
registration system, 
now will be able to 
access the emergen-
cy contact informa-
tion update form. 
The form was first 
available yesterday. 
Students are advised 
to complete the form before their assigned 
class registration times to avoid delays.

Students will be asked for their cur-
rent street addresses, e-mail addresses and 
cell phone numbers, as well as the contact 
information of a parent, relative or other 
trusted individual. This information will 

have to be updated each semester during 
registration.

In an emergency, administrators will now 
be able to immediately send text or voice 
messages to the entire student body or stu-
dents located in a specific campus building.

Because the addresses and phone num-
bers will be used only in the event of an 
emergency, they will be kept private and are 
exempt from Florida public records laws.

The collection of contact information 
is one part of a larger emergency notifica-
tion program designed to ensure the instant 
communication between UF administra-
tion and students needed in any crisis.

Also included in the new response plan 
is a system of bullhorn-like mobile warning 
devices that can be mounted on university 
police vehicles.

These measures are additions to the 
emergency communication methods already 
in use, such as e-mail messages, press releases 
and posts on the UF home page.

Team Gator Nation  
drives into semi-finals

Team Gator Nation recently won a spot 
in the 2007 DARPA Urban Challenge semi-
finals after University of Florida engineers 
turned a 2006 Toyota Highlander Hybrid 
into a fully autonomous driving machine for 
this year’s competition.

On Oct. 26-31, Team Gator Nation will 
compete in the Urban Challenge National 
Qualification Event. If the team qualifies 
as a finalist, they later will compete in the 
Urban Challenge final event on Nov. 3. The 
cash prizes are $2 million for first place, $1 
million for second place, and $500,000 for 
third place.

DARPA, the research and development 
organization for the Department of Defense, 
has sponsored the challenges since the first 
race in 2004 to encourage the development 
of autonomous robotic vehicle technology 
to help save lives on the battlefield. 

Competing vehicles will conduct simu-
lated military supply missions. As part of the 
challenge, vehicles must merge into moving 
traffic, navigate traffic circles, and avoid 
moving obstacles “as well as someone with a 
California driver’s license,” said Tony Tether, 
director of DARPA. 

Pharmacy wins  
Crystal Apple Award

The University of Florida College of 
Pharmacy has been named one of eight 
pharmacy schools to receive the Academic-
Practice Partnership for Learning Excel-
lence Award. Also called the Crystal Apple 
Award, the designation from the American 
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy was 
created to improve pharmacy educa-
tion and practice by encouraging quality 
professional experience programs. UF 
was selected for the award for an exem-
plary partnership with Shands that helps 
produce quality educational experiences 
and patient-care teaching environments for 
pharmacy students.

Physics professor makes 
high temperature discovery

Distinguished pro-
fessor of physics Arthur 
Hebard has been named 
one of three recipients 
of the 2008 American 
Physical Society’s James 
C. McGroddy Prize 
for New Materials for 
the discovery of high 
temperature supercon-
ductivity in non- oxide systems. 

Professor earns  
arboricultural research award

Ed Gilman, a 
professor of environ-
mental horticulture, was 
recently named by the 
International Society 
of Arboriculture as the 
recipient of the 2007 
L.C. Chadwick Award 
for Arboricultural 
Research. The award 
recognizes research that has contributed valu-
able information to arboriculture. Gilman 
has published more than 60 peer-reviewed 
research studies and authored six books; his 
current work focuses on tree response during 
strong winds.

Archer family health care 
opens new center

The University of Florida College of 
Nursing recently held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and open house for Archer Family 
Health Care’s new location at 16939 S.W. 
134th Ave., Archer, Fla. The nurse-managed 
comprehensive health care center was previ-
ously housed in a historic house in Archer. 
The new location triples the amount of 
patient-care space.

Homecoming offers fun for all
Each year, students, faculty, staff and 

alumni pack Ben Hill Griffin Stadium 
and flow through the streets of campus 
for a weekend of football and festivi-
ties, in celebration of the University of 
Florida’s Homecoming.

Gator Growl, featuring performances 
by comedian and impressionist Frank 
Caliendo and legendary rock band 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, will once again head-
line the list of events. The world’s largest 
student-run pep rally kicks off at 7 p.m. 
on Nov. 2 at The Swamp.

In addition to Growl and the football 
game, Homecoming 2007 offers many 
activities.  Here are just a few:

•	 Gator Gallop, at 10:30 a.m. on 
Nov. 2, is a two-mile run which will 
immediately precede the Homecom-
ing Parade. Gator fans of all ages are 
invited to begin at Percy Beard Track, 
and then walk, roll or run. Pets are 
invited, too. Contact the Florida 
Blue Key office for entry information 
and other details.

•	 Homecoming Parade, starting at 
noon Nov. 2 on University Avenue, 
promises a good time as Gators cel-
ebrate Homecoming and the parade’s 
84th year. 

•	 Florida Blue Key Alumni Reunion, 
5 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 2 is exclusively for 
FBK members and their guests. The 
event will honor 50-year members.  
Admission is $15, and a silent auction 
is included.

•	 Post-Growl VIP Reception, 10:30 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. on Nov. 2 at the 
UF Hillel, will offer an opportunity to 
mingle with young alumni and Gator 
Growl talent. The cocktail atmosphere 
will include catered snacks, drinks and 
live entertainment. Tickets $10 at the 
door.

•	 Homecoming Alumni Barbecue, 
beginning two and one-half hours 
before kick-off on Nov. 3 at the 
O’Connell Center, will provide an 
air-conditioned tailgating experience, 
along with food, performances by 
the Dazzlers and Albert and Al-
berta, prizes, games for all ages and 
kid-friendly face-painting. Advance 
tickets $8 at the University Box Of-
fice; $10 at the door.

For additional Homecoming informa-
tion or tickets, visit ufhomecoming.org 
or contact the Florida Blue Key office at 
352-273-0829.

Listings in this section are a sampling of 
events at the University of Florida compiled 
from entries listed in the full calendar that ap-
pears on the Web at calendar.ufl.edu. To submit 
an event online, send an e-mail to calndar@
nersp.osg.ufl.edu with the following informa-
tion in this order: event date; event name, brief 
description and sponsor; time; location; costs; 
and contact information to include name, phone 
number and e-mail. Events, dates, times and 
programs are subject to change. 

Oct. 24
Walt Disney World College Program Presen-
tation, Stuzin Hall 200, 6 p.m. Free and open to 
the public.

National Campus Sustainability Day, Reitz 
Student Union North Lawn, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Free and open to the public.

Oct. 25
Murray Perahia, Phillips Center, 7:30 p.m. 
Reserved seats $30-$50.

Oct. 27
UF Step Show: Battle of the Greeks 2K7, 

Phillips Center, 6 p.m. $13 in advance or $15 
day of show.

Third Annual Florida Bat Festival, Lubee Bat 
Conservancy, 12 – 3:30 p.m. Free and open to 
the public.

Oct. 28
Soulfest presented by UF Homecoming, Dick-
inson Hall Courtyard, 5 – 9 p.m. Free and open 
to the public.

Opera Potpourri, Phillips Center, 7:30 p.m. Free 
for UF students, $15 general admission.

Oct. 30
Paul Taylor Dance Compa-
ny, Phillips Center, 7:30 p.m. 
Reserved seating $25-$35.

Nov. 1
Museum Nights – Day of the 
Dead Celebration, Harn Mu-
seum of Art, 5 – 9 p.m. Free 
and open to the public.

Nov. 2
No classes/Homecoming

Recurring Events
The George A. Smathers Libraries presents 
“The Afterlife of Alice in Wonderland exhibit” 
on display through Dec. 15. Free and open to 
the public. 

Grinter Gallery, College of Fine Arts presents 
“A Private Eye: Latin American Prints from 
the Collection of Efrain Barradas” on display 
through Jan. 11. Free and open to the public. 

Harn Museum of Art presents “From Dürer 
to Renoir: European Prints from the Harn 

Museum Collection” on display through Jan. 
6. Free and open to the public. 

College of Fine 
Arts presents 
“Just Suppose: 
Photographs by 
Jerry Uelsmann 
& Maggie Tay-
lor,” on display 
at the University 
Gallery through 
Nov. 9. Free 
and open to the 
public. 

The rooftop of the Perry Construction Yard Building is green in more ways than one. 
Ray Carson, UF News Bureau

Arthur Hebard

 Ed Gilman

“The collection of contact information 

is one part of a larger emergency 

notification program designed to ensure 

the instant communication between 

UF administration and students.”

UF asks students to submit emergency information at registration


