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   On Wednesday, a Special Pay Plan 
that applies to employees separating 
from the university with sick or 
vacation leave payments of $2,000 
or more will go into effect. Visit the 
Web at www.hr.ufl.edu/benefits/
specialpayplan.htm for more 
information.

Personal leave days 
to be used in December

On Friday, Dec. 1, all TEAMS em-
ployees and 12-month Academic 
Personnel will be credited with four 
personal leave days to be used Dec. 
26-31 when the university closes for 
the holidays. Essential personnel, as 
determined by UF vice presidents in 
coordination with deans, directors and 
department chairs, who are required 
to work during this time and unable 
to use all or a portion of their personal 
leave days may take the time from 
Dec. 1, 2006, through June 30, 2007. 
For more information, see the Novem-
ber issue of InfoGator at www.hr.ufl.
edu/infogator/archive.htm .

Employees taking part in medical 
and/or dependent day-care reimburse-
ment account plans for the year 2006 
have until Dec. 31 to spend the money 
in their accounts or forfeit the funds. 
The deadline to file for reimburse-
ment is typically in mid-April of the 
new calendar year. Contact University 
Benefits and Retirement at 392-1225 
or benefits@ufl.edu for more informa-
tion.

 
     The University of Florida’s Higher 
Education Opportunity (HEO) program 
provides children of randomly chosen 
full-time TEAMS employees with 
tuition assistance for an undergraduate 
education at the University of Florida. 
In March, Human Resource Services 
will select from a pool of eligible HEO 
applicants 50 TEAMS employees to 
take part in this program. Each eligible 
employee may submit one child’s name 
in the drawing. To be considered for this 
benefit, TEAMS employees must apply 
for the HEO by Jan. 16. Visit the Web 
at www.hr.ufl.edu/heo/ to read more 
on HEO eligibility requirements and the 
application process.

Special Pay Plan 
to take effect this week

UF employees’ children 
may get tuition aid

 
    University of Florida alumnus and 
Nobel Prize winner Robert Grubbs will be 
the keynote speaker 
at the university’s first 
Advanced Degrees 
Ceremony for students 
receiving graduate 
degrees.

Grubbs won the 
Nobel Prize in chem-
istry in 2005 for his 
work in metathesis, 
an organic reaction 
in which atoms are stripped from certain 
compounds and combined with others to 
create customizable molecules. Grubbs will 
be awarded an honorary doctor of science 
degree during the ceremony, which will 
take place at 2 p.m., Friday, Dec. 15, in 
the O’Connell Center.

For details on all of UF’s fall com-
mencement ceremonies, visit the Web at 
www.registrar.ufl.edu/commencement.

  

Floridance stages 
fall showcase

Floridance will present its fall showcase 
“Come on Closer” at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 2, in the Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts.

Floridance was founded in the 1970s 
as the University of Florida’s first dance 
company.  At the time, members were 
chosen from dancers in UF’s College of 
Dance. Today, auditions are open to any 
UF student. Floridance members, who 
have advanced studio training in ballet and 
contemporary ballet and modern and lyri-
cal dance, choreograph their own dances.

For more information on this free 
performance, contact Rachel Hummel at 
hums123@ufl.edu.

 

UF student earns 
Murray Scholar title

For the fourth year in a row, a Univer-
sity of Florida College of Journalism and 
Communications stu-
dent has been named 
a Murray Scholar.

Senior John W. 
Cox recently earned 
the prestigious title 
from the Jim Murray 
Memorial Foundation. 
Murray helped found 
Sports Illustrated and 
won a Pulitzer Prize 
for his commentary.

Cox joins six students from such 
universities as North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
and Columbia in being named Murray 
Scholars this year.

IFAS dean for research 
addresses world food seminar

Mark McLellan, Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences dean for research, 
in October spoke at the 2006 World 
Food Prize International Symposium, 
a three-day event that culminates with 
presentation of the World Food Prize, an 
award sometimes re-
ferred to as the Nobel 
Prize for food produc-
tion and agriculture.

McLellan, the 
only speaker from the 
University of Florida, 
discussed how tech-
nologies used after 
harvest can impact 
food production. 
Processing, preserva-
tion, packaging and transportation are all 
involved when raw materials are trans-
formed to foods and food ingredients.

The 2006 symposium marked the 
20th anniversary of the World Food 
Prize. The award was created by Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Norman Borlaug, 
known as the father of the Green Revolu-
tion for developing higher-yielding cereal 
grains in the mid-20th century. His work 
helped transform agriculture in devel-
oping nations and saved millions of 
people from starvation.

Robert Grubbs

Nobel Prize winner 
to speak at commencement

The IT Governance Task Force is cur-
rently working to improve the computing 
environment at the University of Florida by 
reviewing how all technology systems and 
inputs will be made across campus.

“What we’re attempting to do is like the 
U.S. Constitution, create a set of guidelines 
on how to make IT decisions,” said Marc 
Hoit, interim chief information officer and 
professor of civil engineering.

Hoit said the task force soon will reach 
out to various committees and groups that 
oversee different sectors of technology on 
campus, such as academic technology, IT staff 
and administrators.

“We already have some committee 
structures in place, but we need to create 
additional groups,” he said, noting the task 
force will recommend where and how student 
and faculty input will be utilized, for example 

in areas like architecture, infrastructure and 
applications.

The university has a few active informa-
tion technology advisory committees, specifi-
cally for security, networking and academics, 
but the task force will work to create a more 
structured environment for managing and 
implementing technology decisions. The task 
force expects to complete its work by next fall.

By Panagiota Papakos

IT task force reviewing computing structures at UF  

The way Shaun Spalding sees it, talent is just 
one component of greatness. The real secret, 
he said, is to try new things regularly and keep 
working at them.

“I’m not really that great at any one thing, 
but I have never been limited by my perceived 
lack of talent,” said the Bronx native who now 
calls Orlando home. “I am always willing to 
try.”

Spalding’s professors disagree that he lacks 
talent.

“He’s being coy,” said Ralf Remshardt, one 
of Spalding’s mentors and a professor of theater 
and dance who has taught Spalding in several 
courses, including a playwriting workshop.

Now in his third year at the University of 
Florida studying film and media, Spalding 
already has received some exciting attention. 
His one-act play “Because the Boss Said So” 
was produced by both the Hippodrome State 
Theatre in Gainesville and the Horizon Theatre 
Company in Atlanta.

He’s also composing a musical as part of an 

Shaun 
Spalding, 
a film and 
media 
studies junior 
and self-
proclaimed 
jack-of-
all-trades, 
prefers to try 
his “hand at a 
lot of things.”

independent study course, though he says he 
is at a standstill until he finds a serious piano 
player to help him with the more complex parts. 
Remshardt will take over the supervision of this 
study in the spring.

A self-proclaimed jack-of-all-trades, Spald-
ing dabbles in Web site design, graphic art, 

writing, composing, acting, singing, directing 
and comedy. But he won’t be tied down by any 
particular label.

“I think the term ‘art’ is very loaded. It usu-
ally signifies something esoteric, pretentious or 
not entertaining. The label ‘comedian,’ implies 
expectations that really can’t be fulfilled by a lot 
of people. Right now I am trying my hand at a 
lot of things.” Spalding said.

Spalding is interested in the intersection 
between artistic technology and entertainment. 
He currently is working on a music video for 
his band, Inuit Jargon, that features the group 
dancing with a 3-D robot. Spalding animated 
the robot and choreographed the dance.

He hopes to study entertainment law at UF’s 
Levin College of Law, and he plans to continue 
producing films, regardless of whether he ever 
sees any money for them.

“I like spectacular stuff that will make 
people pay attention,” Spalding said, “re-
gardless of content.”

By Mindy Morris

Junior in film and media studies defies a single artistic label

Looking for that distinctive, one-of-a-
kind place to host a special event? Look no 
farther than West University Avenue. For 
the first time in its history, the University 
of Florida President’s House is available for 
rental.

Since President and Mrs. Machen 
moved off-campus in August, the house has 
been open for university-sponsored occa-
sions for anywhere from five to 500 people. 
The property may be used to host confer-
ences, retreats, themed parties, meetings, 
fundraisers or alumni gatherings.

“President and Mrs. Machen wanted 
the property to remain a vital part of the 
University of Florida,” said Robin Frey, 
director of presidential events. “They 
decided it should serve as an exciting and 
unique event venue for the entire campus 
community.”

Rental fees range from $500 to $1,400, 
depending on the number of guests. The 
money will be used to enhance the event 
space and to fund projects above and be-
yond the normal scope of UF maintenance.

“All maintenance and improvements 
have been, and will continue to be, consis-
tent with UF’s sustainability initiative. Our 
ultimate goal is to attain certification as a 
green building and serve as a model for the 
entire campus,” Frey said.

So far, the University of Florida 
Foundation, the Alumni Association, the 
College of Business Center for Entrepre-

President’s House open as rental for special UF events

neurship and Innovation, and the College 
of Education all have rented the President’s 
House.

President Machen is the first UF 
president not to live in the house since it 
was built in 1953. The 7,610-square-foot 
house will continue to have a traditional 
residential appearance and still will be used 
for official events hosted by President and 
Mrs. Machen.

Ray Carson
The President’s House on West University Avenue now serves as an event venue for the 
University of Florida campus.

Some insights 
on InsideUF

Today’s issue of InsideUF is 
the last for the fall term. With a 
semester of publications under 
our belt, I thought it would be a 
good time for us to have a chat, so 
to speak.

Some of you may know that 
I am the first person within the 
University of Florida’s Office of 
University Relations hired to work 
in an internal communications 
capacity. My primary role is to 
develop and implement an inter-
nal communications program to 
improve and support campuswide 
communications.

My position was created in part 
after a survey of faculty, staff and 
students indicated a need for a co-
ordinated effort in the delivery of 
news and information across the 
campus community. Since coming 
into the position in April, I have 
been busy with drafting an overall 
internal communications plan for 
the university that includes both 
short- and long-term activities.

InsideUF is the first initiative 
in the plan. The main goal of 
InsideUF is to feature news 
of people, places and events 
from every corner of the UF 
community. Within its limited 
space, InsideUF carries profiles 
on faculty, staff and students, and 
stories on academic programs 
and research. InsideUF also 
contains short items on a range 
of topics from events to deadline 
reminders to professional activity 
announcements.

Work is under way on an 
improved Web site that will ac-
commodate even more news and 
information of interest to internal 
audiences of UF. For now, we are 
doing our best to see that submis-
sions we receive for InsideUF find 
a home either online or in print.

Your suggestions and feedback 
would be most helpful to us as we 
progress. Please send comments to 
insideuf@ufl.edu.

In the meantime, enjoy the 
upcoming holidays and look for 
InsideUF to resume publication 
in January.

Joy L. Rodgers

Managing Editor, InsideUF

“Future UF presidents will still have the 
option of residing in the house,” Frey said.

Anyone wishing to use the President’s 
House should complete a reservation 
request and must agree to use an approved 
caterer. To submit a reservation request 
or to take a look at the President’s House 
photo gallery, visit the President’s House 
Web site at www.president.ufl.edu/house.

By Panagiota Papakos

Listings in this section are a sampling 
of events at the University of Florida 
compiled from the full calendar that ap-
pears on the Web at calendar.ufl.edu. To 
submit an event online, send an e-mail 
to calndar@nersp.osg.ufl.edu with the 
following information in this order: event 
date; event name, brief description and 
sponsor; time; location; costs; and contact 
information to include name, phone 
number and e-mail.

Today
2 p.m., Genetics Institute seminar, “Small Ribonu-
cleoproteins in Spinal Muscular Atrophy and Germ 
Cell Development,” featuring Gregg Matera, Case 
Western Reserve University, Cancer and Genetics 
Research Complex Auditorium, Room C/G 101

7:30 p.m., School of Music flute ensemble 
concert, University Auditorium

Nov. 30
7:30 p.m., School of Music orchestra concert, 
University Auditorium

Dec. 1
9 a.m., UF Shands Cancer Center seminar, “Modu-
lation of Sulfotransferase Enzymes: A Possible 

Adjunct Therapy for Breast Cancer,” featuring 
Margaret O. James, Department of Medicinal 
Chemistry, Cancer and Genetics Research Com-
plex, Room 451 A/B

Dec. 4
3 p.m., School of Music graduate recital featur-
ing Deborah Traficante, University Auditorium

Dec. 6
7:30 p.m., School of Music chamber music 
recital, University Auditorium

Dec. 7
4 p.m., Center for Exercise Science seminar 
“Nonlinear Dynamics and Gait Anomalies” 
featuring Ken Holt, Boston University, 

Florida Gym Room 1

Dec. 9
7:30 p.m., School of Music choral union con-
cert, University Auditorium

Dec. 10
4 p.m., School of Music prep strings concert, 
University Auditorium       

Galleries
“Ten Plus Ten: Revisiting Pattern & Decora-
tion (P&D),” sampling of works by 10 artists, 
through Jan. 12, University Gallery
“Photographing Paris,” selection of photos by UF 
Honors students, through Jan. 12, Focus Gallery

“Visual Communication with the Gods: Hindu 
Art in Context,”  through Jan. 12, Grinter Gallery

Phillips Center
Dec. 2
2 p.m., Floridance Fall Showcase

Dec. 3
7:30 p.m., Danza

Dec. 5-6
7:30 p.m., “Hairspray”

Dec. 9
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., “Cinderella”

Dec. 12
7:30 p.m., The Boston Brass and the All-Stars 

Big Band’s “A Stan Kenton Christmas”

Dec. 16
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Dance Alive National 
Ballet’s “The Nutcracker”

Dec. 17
2 p.m., Dance Alive National Ballet’s “The 
Nutcracker”

Academic Calendar
Dec. 15-16
Fall Commencements

Dec. 22
2 p.m., Levin College of Law Commencement, 
Phillips Center

Ray Carson

Dec. 31 deadline for 
reimbursement accounts

John W. Cox


