
Send submissions for publication 
consideration at least two weeks in 

advance to insideuf@ufl.edu.

Oct. 27
12:50 p.m., School of Music convocation, 
University Auditorium
Oct. 29
4 p.m., Gainesville Chamber 
Orchestra presents “Pianistic 
Starfire,” University Auditorium
Oct. 30
7:30 p.m., U.S. Army Band Brass 
Quintet, University Auditorium
Oct. 31
7:30 p.m., School of Music presents “Bas-
soon to You: Halloween Special,” University 
Auditorium

Florida Museum of Natural History
“Biodiversity: A Biologist’s Perspective,” 
exhibit featuring scientific illustrations by 
UF botany doctoral student Camila Pizano, 
through Dec. 10

Galleries
“Dressed and Adorned: The Art of Costume” 
exhibit featuring a selection of costumes 
through Nov. 3, Grinter Gallery

“Jim Roche’s Motorcycle Maps” through Nov. 
9, University Gallery

In Focus

Harn Museum of Art
“American Matrix: Contemporary Directions 
for the Harn Museum Collection” through  
Oct. 29

“Ceramic Reflections: Selected Ceramic Ves-
sels from the Harn Collection” through Dec. 31

Phillips Center
Oct. 24
7:30 p.m., Skeptic’s Forum
Oct. 25
7:30 p.m., Gregg Allman & Friends
Oct. 26
8 p.m., Carl Hiaasen

O’Connell Center
Nov. 3
7:30 p.m., Hip-hop artist T.I. and Friends
Nov. 9
7:30 p.m., Swamp Jam, benefit for Lyrics 
For Life Foundation featuring Hootie & The 
Blowfish and Sister Hazel

Academic Calendar
Oct. 20-22
Family Weekend 2006
Nov. 10
Veterans Day (observed), no classes
Nov. 12-18
American Education Week
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three years on the faculty development 
advisory board, offering suggestions to 
improve curriculum, teaching styles and 
critical thinking skills, and developing 
programs and workshops that enhance 
the professional careers and experiences of 
faculty.

“I am honored to have been given this 
award,” Behar-Horenstein said. “With it, 
I hope to see the nature of teaching across 
this campus transformed. We need to get 
students to think critically, to look beyond 
their grade point average.”

From teaching middle school boys to 
love opera to getting university students 
to think on their feet, Behar-Horenstein 
is always stepping outside the box. Now 
at UF she is doing research in curriculum 
development, teaching faculty how to teach 
and instructing students how to become 
critical thinkers. 

“I am getting to do the kind of work 
I always dreamed of doing,” she said. “In 
my field, you never arrive; you are always 
learning. And that is what I find irresistible 
about it.”

By Cory Frederick

Happenings
Listings in this section are a sampling 
of events at the University of Florida 
compiled from the full calendar that ap-
pears on the Web at calendar.ufl.edu. To 
submit an event online, send an e-mail 
to calndar@nersp.osg.ufl.edu with the 
following information in this order: event 
date; event name, brief description and 
sponsor; time; location; costs; and contact 
information to include name, phone 
number and e-mail.

Teaching middle school boys the ins 
and outs of opera may seem an overwhelm-
ing task to some. Not to Linda Behar-Ho-
renstein, who tackled the task much as a 
linebacker might.

“I told them that the quality of the opera 
production would only be as good as the 
third string quarterback. They were mesmer-
ized,” Behar-Horenstein said of one of her 
first teaching assignments at Loyola Univer-
sity, where she received her doctorate. 

Today, 14 years later, the same creativity 
Behar-Horenstein used to make opera rel-
evant to middle-school boys has been put 
to good use at the University of Florida. 
As a professor in the College of Education, 
Behar-Horenstein said the most important 
role of any instructor is to let students 
know what is being taught and why, and 
its application outside the classroom. In 
this way, her students and future educators 
learn critical thinking skills that they, in 
turn, can pass on to their students.

 “I am vastly interested in how people 
perceive and use curriculum and instruc-
tion,” she said. “Especially in seeing how 
the instruction develops critical thinking 

Note This

Deadline nears to order 
graduation regalia

The deadline to order academic 
regalia for fall commencement 
ceremonies is Wednesday, Oct. 
25. All faculty members attending 
commencement are required to wear 
formal regalia. Order forms may be 
found online at www.registrar.ufl.edu/
commencement/ under the heading 
Instructions for Faculty. Additional 
information on ordering regalia is 
available by calling the UF Bookstore 
at 392-0194.

An advanced degrees ceremony for 
all master’s and doctoral candidates 
in all colleges will be held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 15, in the O’Connell 
Center. Two undergraduate degrees 
ceremonies will take place at 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 16, in 
the O’Connell Center. The College of 
Law will host a separate ceremony on 
Friday, Dec. 22.

For additional information, visit 
the Web at www.registrar.ufl.edu/
commencement/. 

Tell us your story
InsideUF welcomes submissions of 

short news announcements and fea-
tures stories for publication consider-
ation in both print and online editions. 
Examples of announcements include 
awards, honors and professional activ-
ity notices. Submissions are subject to 
editing for length, clarity and content. 
Send submissions at least two weeks in 
advance to insideuf@ufl.edu. 

Don’t forget …
q Flu shots are now available for 
faculty, staff and students in high-risk 
categories. Vaccinations will be avail-
able to all faculty, staff and students 
beginning Thursday, Oct. 26. Visit the 
Web at www.shcc.ufl.edu or call 392-
1161 for more information.
q Faculty and departments have until 
Friday, Oct. 27, to submit their spring 
term textbook adoptions at www.
textadoption.ufl.edu. 
q The deadline to nominate an out-
standing UF employee for a Superior 
Accomplishment Award is Tuesday, 
Oct. 31. Check out www.hr.ufl.edu/
saa/default.htm for more information.
q Nominations for International 
Educator of the Year awards are due 
Tuesday, Oct. 31. Direct questions and 
nominations to Dennis Jett at djett@
ufl.edu or 392-5323, ext. 501.

Did you know …
q About 132 rolls of paper towels, 
350 rolls of toilet paper and 32 liters of 
hand soap are used daily across UF? 

The Blog
Education and public good: 
100 years of commitment

The quality 
of a great public 
university is mea-
sured not only 
by the caliber of 
its faculty and 
students or its in-
novative research 
programs, or even 
the success of its 
athletic teams, 
but also by its 
commitment to contributing to the 
public good. 

This sense of commitment echoes 
the famous phrase by President John 
F. Kennedy in his 1961 inaugural ad-
dress: “Ask not what your country can 
do for you – ask what you can do for 
your country.” 

The University of Florida College 
of Education is celebrating 100 years 
since opening its doors to a class of six 
students in 1906. The college has a 
long tradition of making a difference in 
the lives of children and their families, 
educating outstanding professionals 
and improving school practices, and 
contributing to community-based 
initiatives for greater equity and social 
justice. 

Areas where faculty research has 
made a difference include the develop-
ment of Head Start in Florida, the cre-
ation of the middle school movement, 
promotion of bilingual and second-lan-
guage instruction, the beginning of the 
community college system, and the de-
velopment of laboratory research schools 
like P.K. Yonge Laboratory School. 

To showcase this history and 
more recent initiatives, the college 
is sponsoring a national conference 
titled “Closing the Achievement 
Gap through Partnerships” Nov. 2-4 
at the St. Petersburg Hilton. (Visit 
www.doce-conferences.ufl.edu/gap/ 
for details.) This conference is a 
demonstration of UF’s commitment to 
ensuring all children have equal access 
to quality instruction and underscores 
the need to build strong partnerships 
with families, schools and community 
groups in a time of rising economic 
and social disparities.

UF students and faculty who want 
to answer the call of making a differ-
ence in society are welcome to attend.

Catherine Emihovich, Ph.D.
Dean and Professor

The Florida-Georgia football game 
traditionally has been a meeting of old 
rivals along the St. John’s River. This year 
there will be a middle ground, as university 
officials and the city of Jacksonville are 
offering a new service to make sure fans of 
both teams stay safe. 

Two Sideline Student Safety Zones 
will be open from noon to 3 a.m., Friday, 
Oct. 27, and Saturday, Oct. 28, to assist 
students with transportation and medical 
emergencies.

The idea for the safety zones originated 

at the University of Florida, but both the 
city of Jacksonville and the University 
of Georgia have joined UF to make it 
happen. 

“We have been working on this for 
some time now,” said Dave Kratzer, associ-
ate vice president for student affairs at UF. 
“It has been a good culmination of effort.”

The main zone, in the Modis Building 
opposite the Jacksonville Landing on Inde-
pendent Drive, will be lit by a large balloon 
so students who are lost can easily find 
help. Another safety zone will be set up 

inside the Landing in a storefront donated 
by property owner Toney Sleiman. 

Staffed by emergency medical techni-
cians and UF police, the zones will provide 
maps, coffee, water and telephone access. 
At any time during the weekend, students 
may call a safety hot line set up by the city 
of Jacksonville at (904) 630-SAFE (7233). 

“We are going to do everything we can 
to help students stay safe,” Kratzer said. 
“We anticipate that this will be an annual 
event.”

By Panagiota Papakos 

For creative teacher, it’s always first and goal

Seen & Heard
Grad student gets 
$2,000 for research

Kim Fournier, a fifth-year doctoral 
student in the College of Health and Hu-
man Performance, has received a $2,000 
graduate student grant from the Organiza-
tion for Autism Research to study the static 
and dynamic balance control in children 
with autism. 

Swamp Jam 
to aid charity

Tickets are now on sale for the first 
Swamp Jam featuring Hootie & The 
Blowfish and Sister Hazel and benefiting 
The Lyrics for Life Foundation. The event 
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
9, in the O’Connell Center. The first 2,000 
UF students to show a valid Gator1 card 
at the University Box Office will pay $20, 
plus a service charge. General public tickets 
are $30, plus a service charge.

Lyrics for Life was founded in 2001 by 
Ken Block, front man for Sister Hazel. The 
organization unites musicians and other ce-
lebrities to help bring awareness of cancer in 
children and adults to the general population. 
For more information, visit the Web at www.
oconnellcenter.ufl.edu or call 392-5500.

Florida native, Hiaasen began his career as 
a reporter for Cocoa Today in Florida, and 
then joined The Miami Herald in 1979 
as a general assignment reporter. He then 
went to work for the newspaper’s winning 
investigations team and is now known for 
his “environmental thrillers.”

Sponsored by the ACCENT Speak-
ers Bureau, Hiaasen’s talk is free and open 
to the public. For more information, call 
(352) 392-1665, ext. 306 or ext. 411, or 
visit the Web at www.sg.ufl.edu/accent/. 

Radio series offers 
quick gardening tips

Floridians with a growing passion for 
gardening and home horticulture now 
have a new source for help. “Gardening in 
a Minute,” airing at 2 p.m. and 6:18 p.m. 
Monday through Friday on public radio sta-
tions WUFT-FM, Classic 89, and WJUF-
FM, Nature Coast 90, provides information 
from experts with the University of Florida’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. 
The one-minute series is narrated by Tom 
Wichman, coordinator of Florida’s Mas-
ter Gardener Program, and offers Florida 
gardeners advice on such topics as home 
vegetable production, low-input landscap-
ing and backyard wildlife habitats.

Oct. 25-26
8 a.m.-10 p.m., UF Office of Sustainability 
conference “Campus and Community Sustain-
ability: Sharing Best Practices and Vision for 
Florida’s Future,” Reitz Student Union

Oct. 26
4 p.m., Discussion of book “The Florida Mana-
tee: Biology and Conservation” with authors 
Roger Reep and Robert Bonde, UF Bookstore, 
Reitz Student Union

7:30 p.m., Concert featuring percussionist 
Jorge Martins and flutist and saxophonist 
Jorge Continentio, University Auditorium

Student safety No. 1 goal for Florida-Georgia game

UF ranks among best 
in academic workplaces

The University of Florida ranks eighth 
in the United States among the best places 
to work in academia, according to a new 
survey by The Scientist magazine.

The rankings were based on 1,623 
responses from tenured or tenure-track life 
scientists working in academia or other 
noncommercial research organizations. 
They were asked to assess such areas as 
personal fulfillment, institutional manage-
ment, peer relations and tenure procedures.

The magazine ranked 58 institutions in 
the United States. To read more, visit www.
the-scientist.com/bptw/.

Noted journalist 
to speak at UF

Three-time Pulitzer Prize nominee and 
Miami Herald columnist Carl Hiaasen will 
speak at the University of Florida at 8 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 26, in the Phillips Center.

Hiaasen, a 1974 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Florida’s College of Journalism 
and Communications, has written more 
than 1,300 pieces exposing land corrup-
tion scams, drug smuggling rings, danger-
ous doctors and corrupt politicians. A 

3

Catherine 
Emihovich, Ph.D.

skills in students.”
Behar-Horenstein’s passion for teaching 

has led to her induction into UF’s Academy 
of Distinguished Teaching Scholars, an 
honor awarded to faculty by a committee 
of peers.

As one of five new academy members 
this year, Behar-Horenstein will serve for 
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UF launches 
degree program in 
organic agriculture 

With revenues from U.S. organic food 
sales climbing by almost 20 percent each 
year, the demand for skilled workers in 
this field is booming. A new University of 
Florida academic program will help meet 
producers’ needs.

Fall semester marks the official launch of 
a science-based organic agriculture under-
graduate degree program at UF, making it 
one of the first three U.S. institutions to 
offer this major. Colorado State University 
and Washington State University also are 
debuting similar programs this fall. UF has 
offered an organic-ag minor since 2005.

Florida has a growing organic food 
industry, but producers must look beyond 
the state to find highly trained person-
nel to manage their operations, said Dan 
Cantliffe, chairman of the horticultural 
sciences department.

“This is something that’s been long 
overdue, especially for UF and the United 
States,” Cantliffe said.

In 2005, organic foods accounted for 
$13.8 billion in U.S. consumer sales, about 
2.5 percent of total U.S. food sales, accord-
ing to a manufacturers’ survey commis-
sioned by the Organic Trade Association. 
Since 1998, revenues from U.S. consumer 
sales of organic foods have risen by an aver-
age of more than 18 percent per year.

The undergraduate degree program will 

Thomas Wright
In this file photo from the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, 
Dan Cantliffe, chairman of UF’s horticultural sciences department, chats with student Rachel 
Ben-Avraham as she examines organically grown bell pepper in a laboratory in Gainesville. 
Ben-Avraham, a Tampa resident, is enrolled in UF’s new organic agriculture undergraduate 
degree program. UF is one of only three U.S. institutions offering the major. 

focus on training students to manage an 
organic farming unit, said Mickie Swisher, 
director of UF’s Center for Organic Agri-
culture.

The program requires 120 credit hours, 

most of them in science courses, including 
chemistry, botany, genetics, entomology 
and soil science, capped by several produc-
tion-agriculture classes. 

By Tom Nordlie

Larry Lansford
Education Professor Linda Behar-Horen-
stein, standing, shares a light moment with 
doctoral students in her Research Design in 
Educational Administration class.
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