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advance to insideuf@ufl.edu.

Oct. 14
1 p.m., Pipe Organ demonstration, University 
Auditorium
Oct. 15
3 p.m., Carillon recital, 
Century Tower
Oct. 16
7:30 p.m., School of 
Music faculty recital, 
University Auditorium
Oct. 17
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., “Implementing Shared Gover-
nance at UF,” faculty development conversa-
tion, Emerson Alumni Hall

7:30 p.m., “Poverty and the Future of De-
mocracy in Latin America,” Alejandro To-
ledo, Reitz Student Union, Grand Ballroom

Florida Museum of Natural History
“Biodiversity: A Biologist’s Perspective” 
through Dec. 10

Galleries
“Jim Roche’s Motorcycle Maps” through 
Nov. 9, University 
Gallery

“Dressed and 
Adorned: The Art of 
Costume” through 
Nov. 3, Grinter Gallery

In Focus

Harn Museum of Art
Oct. 12
6 p.m., “Marsden Hartley, Transatlantic Modern-
ism and Region: From Provence to Maine,” 
Donna Cassidy, University of Southern Maine
Oct. 20
Noon, “Monuments, Museums and Memory: 
Constructing History in Contemporary Mali,” 
Mary Jo Arnoldi, Smithsonian Institution

“American Matrix: Contemporary Directions for 
the Harn Museum Collection” through Oct. 29

Phillips Center
Oct. 11
7:30 p.m., Mikel Rouse “The End of Cinematics”

Oct. 13-14
7:30 p.m., Dance Alive National Ballet’s 
“Carmina Burana”
Oct. 15
1 p.m., Dance Alive National Ballet’s “Lady Bug”
4 p.m., Pianist Ivo Pogorelich

Theater
Oct. 13-22
School of Theatre and Dance’s “Waiting for 
Godot,” Black Box Theatre, Nadine McGuire 
Theatre and Dance Pavilion; Sundays, 2 p.m.; 
weekdays, 8 p.m.

Academic Calendar
Oct. 20-22
Family Weekend 2006
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also either hug, dance with his cuspids and 
roots, or beat up Molar Man. That’s where 
it gets tricky. Klaib said he has to be careful 
not to get punched in his “furtation” or the 
area between the roots of the tooth. Ouch, 
talk about tooth sensitivity.

Despite the challenges of wearing the 
college’s mascot, Klaib enjoys being Molar 

Man. Klaib said per-
forming as Molar 

Man has been 
one of his most 
memorable 
dental school 
experiences 

and he plans 
to continue 

cultivating his 
Molar Man alter 

ego – at least until 
graduation.

After that, an-
other brave dental 

student will as-
sume the Molar 
Man identity, 

and the legend in big, blue clown shoes will 
carry on.

By Adrianna Rodriguez

	 	

Happenings
Listings in this section are a sampling 
of events at the University of Florida 
compiled from the full calendar that ap-
pears on the Web at calendar.ufl.edu. To 
submit an event online, send an e-mail 
to calndar@nersp.osg.ufl.edu with the 
following information in this order: event 
date; event name, brief description and 
sponsor; time; location; costs; and contact 
information to include name, phone 
number and e-mail.

It’s a big tooth suit! Although it’s 
more commonly known as the College of 
Dentistry’s molar mascot to Charbel Klaib, 
25, the senior dental student usually inside 
the cavity-free tooth.

 For more 
than two years, 
when Molar 
Man is needed, 
Klaib has left 
his scrubs be-
hind to don the 
costume’s Lycra 
undergarment 
he calls a “bal-
lerina outfit” 
and the molar 
body.

“It’s like Power Rangers but not nearly 
as cool,” Klaib said.

Sometimes mistaken for a girl but never 
for an incisor, Molar Man can be trusted to 
make appearances at most dentistry events. 
It’s impossible to see who’s inside the cos-
tume, but everyone knows that Klaib and 
his Molar Man alter ego are one and the 
same. Mainly because he and the mascot 
are never seen together, Klaib said.

 “You never see Superman and Clark 

Note This

Museum seeking 
a few good diggers

The Florida Museum of Natural 
History needs help in collecting fossils 
from a major site at the limestone 
quarry northeast of Newberry. To date, 
nearly 100 2-million-year-old animal 
skeletons and 40 different species 
have been found at the site. The dig 
runs from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily 
through Dec. 20. Volunteers must be 
at least 18 and work a minimum of 
three-hour shifts. For more informa-
tion, visit the Web at www.flmnh.
ufl.edu/vertpaleo/2006_dig.htm or 
e-mail rhulbert@flmnh.ufl.edu. 

Online job tracking 
to undergo changes

Beginning Monday, Oct. 16, the 
University of Florida will introduce 
GatorJobs, a new online job applica-
tion tracking system. The system 
replaces e-Recruit and will be used to 
post job requisitions for faculty and 
staff, including OPS vacancies. To 
learn more about GatorJobs, visit the 
Web at www.hr.ufl.edu/gatorjobs/ 
or contact Donna Burdge at burdge@
ufl.edu. 

UF safety brochure 
now available online

The “UF Together for a Safe 
Campus” 2006 safety brochure is now 
available on the University of Florida 
Police Department Web site at  
www.police.ufl.edu. The report in-
cludes 2003, 2004 and 2005 statistics 
on reported crimes that occurred on 
campus, in certain off-campus build-
ings or property owned or controlled 
by UF and on public property within, 
or immediately adjacent to and ac-
cessible from the UF campus. It also 
includes policies on alcohol and drug 
use, crime prevention, sexual assault, 
the reporting of crimes, and other 
personal and property safety issues. 
Requests for hard copies of the report 
may be made by e-mail to updinfo@
admin.ufl.edu. 

Don’t forget … 
q Open enrollment for benefits ends 
Oct. 18. Contact University Benefits 
at 392-1225 or benefits@ufl.edu for 
more information.
q Spring term textbook adoptions 
must be submitted by Friday, Oct. 27, 
at www.textadoption.ufl.edu. 
q Advance registration for spring se-
mester begins Oct. 30. Prepare now by 
checking audits, holds and registration 
start times at the Registration Prepara-
tion Information Link on ISIS.

The Blog

New DCP dean sees 
no limits for college

Shaping the 
built and natural 
environments to 
produce and to 
sustain livable 
communities is 
a daunting but 
worthy challenge. 
That is precisely 
the challenge 
that the College 
of Design, Construction and Planning 
(DCP) has been addressing for genera-
tions.

DCP’s strength derives from its 
unique combination of faculty in 
accredited programs in architecture, 
building construction, interior design, 
landscape architecture, and urban and 
regional planning, coupled with one of 
the nation’s oldest and most respected 
historic preservation programs.

Serving Florida communities 
through research centers and outreach 
programs, such as the Shimberg Center 
for Affordable Housing, the Powell 
Center for Construction and Environ-
ment, and the Florida Community 
Design Center, brings faculty and 
students directly into the worlds of 
practice and policy.  

Yet DCP’s vision and reach are 
global, enabling students to learn their 
craft in very different contexts, be it 
Paris, Hong Kong, Sao Paulo or Vi-
cenza, Italy, to name just a few. Getting 
students to temporarily step out of the 
comfort zone of the UF campus is an 
educational model that works, so look 
for DCP to expand service learning 
opportunities for students both here 
and abroad. But also look for DCP’s 
unique array of community-focused 
research centers to assume greater 
national and international visibility, 
making UF the model to emulate.

As the new dean of this exciting 
ensemble of professional programs, I 
intend to carry DCP’s vision to the 
campus, to the community and be-
yond. We will continue to forge mutu-
ally beneficial linkages with faculty and 
students across the UF campus who 
bring invaluable skills and perspectives.

DCP is an inherently interdisciplin-
ary enterprise that thrives on stepping 
outside boundaries. Let’s step outside 
together to better the world that we 
serve.

Christopher Silver, Ph.D.
Dean and Professor

Whether your interest is jumping out of 
airplanes as a sky diver or stretching your 
mind and body into new horizons as a yoga 
enthusiast or whether you like break danc-
ing, the Center for Student Involvement is 
the place to start.

Housed on the third floor of the Reitz 
Student Union, the center gives students a 
chance to take a closer look at more than 
650 organizations as well as leadership and 
service opportunities. 

“One of our goals is to increase student 
involvement in meaningful activities,” said 
Kelli Romano, assistant director of student 
involvement. 

According to a 2006 online survey of 
3,000 University of Florida students, 57 
percent reported 
being involved in 
campus activities. 

Those who want 
to be more active on 
campus may choose 
from activities in 13 
categories including: 
student government, 
fraternities and 
sororities, or research 
opportunities.  

“It’s important 
for students to take 
the time to explore 
what’s out there and 
to make sure it is 
something they are 
really interested in,” 
Romano said.

Students may also 
browse a new Web 
site (www.union.ufl.
edu/involvement) to 
find lists of activities 
or download ap-
plications for various 
groups, including 
ACCENT Speakers 
Bureau, the largest, 

student-run speaker’s bureau in the nation.  
Romano encourages students who are 

unsure about how to get involved to come 
to the center for an involvement consul-
tation, a special service offered to help 
students narrow the choices available.

The one-on-one consultations are run 
by student members of IDEAL, the group 
responsible for promoting involvement and 
organizing the student organization fairs 
held each semester. 

 “Students often forget what they have 
done over the years and we hope to make 
that easier,” said Romano, adding that the 
center also provides a new online service to 
help students keep track of activities in a 

portfolio through GatorLink.
To encourage students to give back to 

the Gainesville community, the center may 
also refer students to the Center for Lead-
ership and Service in Peabody Hall, which 
offers programs ranging from mentoring 
local elementary school students to sum-
mer service trips to disaster relief areas. 

However students choose to get in-
volved, Romano stresses they should decide 
how they will balance their schedules 
before making any commitments. 

“There’s no rush to get involved,” she 
said. “It’s really whenever a student feels 
most comfortable.”

By Panagiota Papakos

When man and suit combine, it’s “Molar Man” time!

Seen & Heard
Creative land deal 
aids UF, environment

A creative approach to protecting envi-
ronmentally sensitive land in north Central 
Florida also will help establish a $2 million 
endowment for the University of Florida’s 
Warrington College of Business and the 
Florida Museum of Natural History.

Ken and Linda McGurn, of Gainesville, 
have donated 216 acres of land around 
Lake Tuscawilla, south of Micanopy, and 
a nearby conservation easement to the 
University of Florida Foundation. The 
foundation is selling the land and easement 
to the Alachua Conservation Trust for $1 
million and will combine the proceeds with 
state and UF matching funds to pay for the 
$2 million endowments. The money will 
be used for research, technology, teaching 
and other programs.

Alachua County Commissioner Mike 
Byerly and his wife, Busy, also are con-
tributing the proceeds from the sale of a 
conservation easement on their 37-acre 
property to ACT as part of the overall 
transaction. The proceeds from the Byerly 
sale, along with the gift from the McGurns 
to ACT, made the purchase of additional 
land possible from the Thrasher family and 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the 
10 universities of the California system, 
the California Institute of Technology and 
Stanford scored higher than UF on the 
index, which measured four components of 
technology transfer: patents issued, licenses 
executed, licensing income and startups. 
MIT, Cal Tech and Stanford are private, 
and California does not report on indi-
vidual institutions in its system.

To read more about the report, visit the 
Web at www.milkeninstitute.org/. 

Project expands 
UF data storage

A joint project of the University of Flor-
ida’s High-Performance Computing Center 
and Obsidian Research could result in a boost 
in UF’s research data storage capability.

The project, which got under way earlier 
this year, entails finding and implementing a 
system to store the large amounts of informa-
tion gathered by UF researchers. Examples 
include data sets generated by physicists in 
the search for small particles. The next step in 
the project is to make the high-performance 
storage that was built over the summer ac-
cessible across UF via the 20 Gbps research 
network put in place a year ago.

Today
7:30 p.m., UF International Center talk “War 
With Iran: Avoidable or Inevitable,” Sanam 
Vakil, McCarty Hall C, Room 100
Oct. 11
7:30 a.m., Community Campus Council 
Breakfast featuring University Athletic 
Director Jeremy Foley, Reitz Student Union, 
Arredondo Room

7:30 p.m., Symphonic Band concert, 
University Auditorium
Oct. 13
12:50 p.m., School of Music convocation, 
University Auditorium

Center for Student Involvement presents plenty of options

also will fund a management endowment 
for the entire 379-acre park.

Conversation to focus 
on shared governance

The second discussion in the 2006 Fac-
ulty Development “Conversations About…” 
series will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 17, in Emerson Alumni Hall. 
The conversation will offer an opportunity 
to discuss how successful implementation 
of shared governance at the University of 
Florida might be managed.

For additional information, contact 
faculty development at 392-6004 or visit 
the Web site at www.aa.ufl.edu/aa/ 
facdev/faculty_development/. 

Study ranks UF tops  
in technology transfer

The University of Florida is the top-per-
forming public institution at transferring 
its research to the marketplace, according 
to a major new study by the prestigious 
Milken Institute.

A recent report by the California-based 
economic think tank ranks UF fifth on the 
institute’s University Technology Transfer 
and Commercialization Index. Only the 
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Christopher Silver

Kristen	Bartlett
Anu Mather, left, Rohan Patankar, Sean Chanhan and Trina Chakravarty practice a traditional Indian dance called 
Raas. The four are members of the Indian Students Association, one of the hundreds of organizations across the 
University of Florida that offer students any number of ways to be involved on campus. 
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Kent in the same room,” he laughed. 
Yes, but can Molar Man change in a 

phone booth?
The molar costume might be a little too 

big and the Lycra a bit too small, but the 
shoes, Klaib said, are just right.

“Dr. Scholl’s has nothing on these 
shoes,” Klaib said about the molar’s big, 
blue clown shoes. 

Of all the dentistry 
events in which he’s 
performed, the 
college’s an-
nual “Give Kids a 
Smile” is Klaib’s 
favorite mascot 
adventure.

“That was 
a lot of fun 
for me be-
cause it was all 
kids and you’re 
at their level,” 
Klaib said.

According to 
Klaib, children 
either love Molar 
Man from the start, fear and then come to 
love him, or just flat out cry in terror. They 

Charbel Klaib is the man 
behind the molar suit.
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