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Thomas Chorney Breaks 8 Tuff Miles Record
The 14th Annual 8 Tuff Miles Road Race brought together more than 1,000 participants —1,000 runners and
many helping hands — to St. John on Saturday morning, February 27. Overall winner Thomas Chorney beat
Jeremy Zuber’s record by more than three minutes. Additional photos and race results will be published in next
week’s edition. Congratulations to all the runners and walkers in this year’s 8 Tuff Miles Road Race!
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Meet Stuart Smith:
Love City’s Principal Planner
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
After three years in office,
Governor John deJongh last week
made good on his campaign promise to hire a planner to deal with
Love City’s growing pains.
Dwindling parking, increasing
congestion and over-burdened infrastructure have been a source of
complaint for St. John residents for
years. For the first time ever, there
is now a government employee on
the payroll whose job will be to
try to correct past mistakes while
planning for the future.
After a year-long process, Stuart Smith moved to the territory
about two weeks ago from Wilmington, North Carolina, to become
Principal Planner for the island of
St. John.
He will work out of both the St.
John Department of Planning and
Natural Resources’ Marketplace
office and the department’s Cyril
King Airport office.
“I will be based both at the
airport and at DPNR’s office at
The Marketplace,” said Smith. “I
haven’t set a schedule yet, but I’ll
probably spend half the week on
St. Thomas and half the week on
St. John.”
Smith is an employee of DPNR’s Coastal and Comprehensive
Zone Planning Office and will
work under CCZP director Marjorie Emanuel.
The North Carolina planner

“For right now there
are some contested
projects in appeals so
I’m trying to get my
hands around those
and get a feel for the
area.”

– Stuart Smith,
DPNR’s St. John Principal Planner

tor, working on everything from
forms and utilities to roads and
subdivision planning. My passion
lately has been environmentally
conscious development in marine
areas, which would be considered
Tier 1 development here.”
Smith — who has visited the
U.S. Virgin Islands as a tourist
several times — spent about a year
applying and interviewing for the
planner position and steps into his
new role with his eyes open, he
explained.
“It was a long process getting
to this point — almost a year,” he
said. “I have done my internet research since I first applied for the
job, so I had some idea of what
was to come. I had been to St. John
before and fell in love with it.”
“I always wanted to do more
here, and I just got my feet wet
back home in North Carolina,”
said Smith.
Continued on Page 16

Stuart Smith

holds a Bachelors degree in real
estate and urban analysis with a
minor in community and regional
planning.
Following graduation, Smith
spent two years in residential real
estate before entering the private
sector planning field. Smith has
worked as a planner for the past
eight years, working with everything from utilities to sub-division
planning, he explained.
“My family has always been
into developing and real estate,
so that was my background” said
Smith. “I’ve spent the past eight
years planning in the private sec-
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Retroactive Wage Commission Hosting
Public Forum on St. John March 2
The Division of Personnel’s Retroactive Wage Commission is
hosting a public forum on Tuesday, March 2, from 6 to 9 p.m. at
the Legislature building in Cruz Bay.
The purpose of the forum is to give the employees and retirees
information on the status of the retroactive wages owed to them.
The employees will have a chance to offer suggestions on how to
distribute the $45 million earmarked in Act 6984.
The forum will also be aired online at www.vimedia.tv. For
more information call 774-8588.

“Touched” Film Screening March 2
The St. John Film Society is hosting a free screening of Laurel
Chiten’s “Touched,” at Sputnik in Coral Bay on Tuesday, March
2, at 7 p.m.
The public is also invited to meet the filmmaker. She will join
the group for dinner at 5:30 p.m. at Sputnik’s. The dinner will be
$20 per person or $15 for SJFS members and will feature conch,
chicken or vegetarian roti, dessert and drinks.
Reservations should be made by Monday, March 1, by calling
Sputnik at 776-6644, between noon and 7 p.m., or email info@
stjohnfilm.com.

GERS To Meet with Residents Mar. 3
Representatives of the Government Employees Retirement System will provide customer service to active and retired members
on St. John on Wednesday, March 3, from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
the Cruz Bay Battery.
For more information call 776-7703, extension 4202.

Committee of Whole Taking Testimony
on Rezoning Requests March 4
The V.I. Senate will meet in Committee of the While on St. John
on Thursday, March 4, at 6 p.m. at the Cruz Bay Legislature building to hear testimony on zoning amendments to the Official Zoning District of St. John.
The agenda includes a request from Noel Boynes Sr. to rezone
Parcel No. 131, Estate Contant and Enighed from R-4 (residential
- medium density) to B-2 (business –ß secondary), for the development of a post office.
The second item on the agenda is Bay Isles Associates’ request
to rezone Parcel No. 3 Abc Cruz Bay from W-1 (waterfront – pleasure) to R-4 (residential – medium density), with use variances
for a restaurant, sundry shop, residential use and administrative
offices.
Anyone interested in giving testimony, or for more information
call 774-0880.

Annual Plant Sale Set for March 6
The Virgin Islands Audubon Society’s annual plant sale will be
on Saturday, March 6, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Frank Powell
Sr. Park in Cruz Bay.
The sale will offer a wide variety of plants from local gardens.
The organization expects to have palms, coleus, bay trees, desert
roses, agaves, ground covers, orchids, tomato plants and herbs as
well as other garden favorites. Landscape any yard with plants that
have a proven growing ability on St. John.
Anyone with plants to donate can drop them off at the park in
Cruz Bay on March 6, between 8 and 9 a.m. For more information
contact Elaine Estern at 776-6944.
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Above, Olabayo Olaniyi gets the laid-back island crowd energized. At right top, Mario
Benjamin keeps the age old skill of net weaving alive. At right bottom, Delroy “Ital”
Anthony’s hand-crafted mocko jumbies are whimsical and beautiful.

Open Mouth and Story Jump Out:
19th Annual St. John Folk Life Festival

By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
Young students danced to rhythmic drumming in the shadow of the
sugar mill ruins as the 19th Annual
St. John Folk Life Festival got underway on Thursday, February 25,
at the Annaberg Sugar Plantation
ruins under a bright blue sky.
The idea of V.I. National Park
ranger Denise Georges since its
inception almost 20 years ago,
the St. John Folk Life Festival is
a much-anticipated event for the
island’s students, visitors and residents alike.
This year’s theme “Virgin Islands Culture 2010” focused on
storytelling, songs and music in
the ever-vibrant Creole tradition.
Exhibitors at the festival displayed a variety of locally made
crafts and traditionally prepared
foods. Old-time cooking pots full
of fresh fish simmered over St.
John-made charcoal.
Mario Benjamin sat facing the
water knitting a traditional bait
net, his hands never stopping for
long as his needles clicked back
and forth.
“Not too many people know
how to do this still,” said Benja-

min. “My father taught me and I
started from when I was about
10.”
While Benjamin showed off his
wooden needles in various sizes
— for making different sizes of
mesh depending on what type of
bait one is looking to catch — he
used more modern metal needles
for the net he was working on during the festival.
All told, it will take Benjamin
about four and a half months to
complete the net and, thanks to the
nylon material strongly stitched
with the metal needles, he expects
the device to last more than a decade.
“It will take four to four and a
half months with me working on
it every day before I finish,” said
Benjamin. “With my material and
all, this one should last a good
12 years without needing any repairs.”
Nearby Justin Todman showed
off his collection of brooms made
from date palms which grow wild
across the Virgin Islands. From
four-inch-tall table dusters to full
sized sweepers, Todman had a
broom to meet all needs.
“I’ve been making brooms from

the age of six,” said Todman. “It
took me two months to make my
first broom, but I’m a good bit
faster now.”
For each broom Todman delicately cuts, strips and dries individual palm leaves, a process that
can take up to five days. He then
shapes each broom and creates a
handle from local wood.
“This is my hobby and more,”
said Todman. “I love to do this.”
Elizabeth Aubain sat in the
shade of the old Annaberg cook
house as her deft fingers wove an
11-straw plait that would eventually become a bracelet. Aubain
displayed her collection of purses,
wallets, rings and bracelets all
plaited by hand out of various nylon-like materials.
Yolanda Morten, Les Anderson,
Delroy “Ital” Anthony and Sonia
Sprauve were just a few of other
local crafts people and artists who
shared their particular talents at the
Folk Life Festival, from stewed
tamarind to watercolor paintings.
Eddie Bruce, Anthony and
Wanda kept the beat going most
of the afternoon, drumming on
several drums and getting many
students to join in the rhythm. Stu-

dents were also treated to several
old time stories from Dr. Gilbert
Sprauve and calypso tunes from
the revered Chester “The Mighty
Groover” Brady.
Nigerian-native Olabayo Olaniyi entertained the crowd with passionate drumming, and alternatively humorous and frightening
sketches as he embodied a jumbie
and shared tales.
Looking over the students’ faces in crowd, Georges deemed her
work a success yet again.
“The first day is always a challenge with trying to get everyone
here on time and get started,” she
said. “But everything is running
smoothly and the children are enjoying themselves. I say we did
it.”
The 19th Annual Folk Life Festival continued on Friday, February 26, and on Saturday night,
February 27.
For the first time this year,
students were separated into age
groups, with younger children
joining the festival on Thursday
and older ones on Friday.
“Having the little ones come by
themselves has really worked out
well,” said Georges. “We don’t

have them all mixed up together.”
The Saturday night festivities
drew an older crowd who gathered
under a full moon to hear from
Olaniyi and Groover and enjoy
traditional drumming.
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Scenes from the St. John Arts Festival
included singing, at left, dancing, above, and
local crafts people’s wares, at right.

A Great 10th Annual St. John Arts Festival
By Frank Langley
Special St. John Tradewinds
This year’s St. John Arts Festival can happily boast three
out of three successful evening shows with unexpectedly
large attendances in each case.
The St. John Film Society’s film entitled “Sarayaku: Rivers of Corn,” by Marta Bautis provided an intriguing portrayal of life in a small village on the banks of a tributary of
the Amazon River in Ecuador where the villagers had successfully resisted the exploitation and desecration of their
land, their traditions and essentially their raison d’etre, by
oil prospecting companies.
It was intriguing because to all outward appearances the
village was that of a typical primitive settlement of original
South American Indians carved out of the jungle/rainforest with buildings made of surrounding vegetation and the

people using the yucca plant as a staple of food.
But, and it was a big but, these people had conventional
schools for their children and one adult in particular was
studying for her baccalaureate degree. There were even
some laptops, donated by an American professor at one
time, being used on an everyday basis.
The confrontation of villagers and oil company prospectors reinforced by government soldiers even ended up with
the soldiers’ weapons being taken by the women of the village at one point only for the soldiers to ask for them back!
A living example of what would have happened to this
little Eden of a village if they had accepted a paltry $50,000
from the oil companies to proceed with oil exploitation, was
a similar village downstream from Sarayaku, which was apparently reduced to essentially a toxic waste site.
Although seemingly a nothing place to most Westerners’
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eyes, these people valued their land, their traditions and beliefs as an integrated whole, inseparable, and united to save
it.
To abandon it and go to the city, like Quito, would result
in them being treated as second class citizens, without any
true life-sustaining roots and community.
The second evening event produced by Janet Cook-Rutnik was a series of short videos made by St. John residents.
Some of these films were intentionally very funny and others were more abstract reinforced with carefully chosen
background music.
Tommy T’s contribution was hilarious. Made in the old
days of getting an inspection sticker for a car on St. John.
Tommy played himself, the inspection officer, the garage
mechanic, who fixed the “violations,” and other characters
Continued on Page 16
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VIPD Commissioner Francis Gets
Earful from St. John Residents
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
A bike trail through the V.I. National Park and safety concerns at
Calabash Boom topped the list of
concerns St. John residents told
V.I. Police Department Commissioner Novelle Francis on Tuesday, February 23.
Francis met with St. John residents in Cruz Bay at the VIPD’s
Leander Jurgen Command between 9 a.m. and noon and then
traveled to Coral Bay, where the
territory’s top police brass met
with citizens at the Coral Bay
Community Council’s office until
3 p.m.
Love City residents took full
advantage of the chance to have
Francis’ ear, keeping him busy all
day, according to VIPD spokesperson Melody Rames.
“There were probably about 11
residents who met with the commissioner, five in the morning and
six in the afternoon,” said Rames.
“Each meeting was between a half
an hour and 15 minutes.”
Francis enjoyed his time on St.
John and deemed the day a success.
“My day was very productive,”
said Francis. “We spent all morning and afternoon with the citizens
of St. John, exchanging ideas and
addressing concerns.”
Establishing a bike path across
the island — and through the V.I.

National Park — was brought
up by residents in Cruz Bay, explained Rames.
“We’ll start talking with the National Park about that to see how
the police can help make that a reality,” Rames said.
Many Coral Bay residents expressed concern over children who
live in the recently-built affordable
housing community of Calabash
Boom playing and riding their
bikes on Route 107, according to
Francis.
“I heard over and over again the
situation that is occurring over at
Calabash Boom where we have
young kids riding their bikes in
the street and into traffic,” said the
VIPD Commissioner. “There are
some serious safety concerns for
the kids out there. That was a predominant theme while speaking
with people in Coral Bay.”
“We’ll be working with the
Coral Bay Community Council to
see how we can address that problem,” Francis said.
In addition to concerns, Francis
also got an earful of compliments
from St. John residents, he added.
“We definitely heard positive
feedback as well,” said the commissioner. “There were indications
that people had seen improvement
in terms of police community relations. We felt good about that.”
“While still thinking that we
have a long way to go, people in-

dicated that we have taken steps in
the right direction,” said Francis.
The VIPD Commissioner, who
meets regularly with residents on
St. Croix and St. Thomas, vowed
to make Love City trips a more
common occurrence.
“People can regularly get appointments on St. Croix and St.
Thomas and to expand our reach
to citizens by the police department, we’re going to try to do this
at least once a month,” said Francis. “I enjoy having these types of
open discussions about any issue
people want to share.”
The day is no easy task for the
mostly St. Croix-based commissioner. Francis and his support staff
caught a 6:40 a.m. seaplane flight
from the big island in order to able
to make the 8 a.m. ferry from St.
Thomas, explained Rames.
Francis met with residents all
day until about 3:15 p.m., when
he and his support staff rushed to
catch the 4 p.m. ferry in order to
make a late afternoon flight back
to St. Croix.
The commissioner’s day on
St. John, luckily, wasn’t all work.
Between his Cruz Bay and Coral
Bay meetings, Francis was able
to enjoy one of the famous juicy
hamburgers at St. John landmark
Skinny Legs.
“We did take a half hour for
lunch at Skinny Legs, which we
really enjoyed,” said Rames.

Lighting Installed at V.I. National Park Ball Field
Workers install field lighting at the
V.I. National Park ball field in Cruz
Bay last week. The new lighting is
part of the area’s overall renovation,
which included the recent installation
of a new playground.
The Department of Housing, Parks
and Recreation, which leases the
field from the VINP, is installing the
lighting and will install new fencing.
The St. John Community
Foundation, along with several
community volunteers, will drain and
grade the field, bring in new topsoil
and hyrdoseed the entire area. The
field is expected to reopen in June.
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Fish Bay Owners Association president Terry Pishko and grant project manager Greg
Miller regularly check on the road work in the watershed.

Fish Bay Road Repairs To Stem Storm
Water Runoff Are Ahead of Schedule
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
One month into the Fish Bay
watershed stabilization
project, the effects are already obvious with several roads paved and
swales installed to date.
The road work, a sub-project of
the USVI Coastal Habitat Restoration through Watershed Stabilization Project, funded by the American Reinvestment and Recovery
Act, got underway at the end of
January.
Fish Bay Owners Association
collaborated with the Coral Bay
Community Council, V.I. Resources, Conservation and Development Council and Department of
Planning and Natural Resources to
win a competitive grant from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to address storm
water runoff across the territory.
The entire V.I. grant, totalling
$2.5 million, will cover projects
for two sites on St. Croix, the Fish
Bay project and about 10 sites in
the Coral Bay area.
The Fish Bay portion of the
grant is $420,396 which will be
used to implement erosion control

The Stone Masonry crew hard at work paving a section
of road in the Fish Bay watershed area.
measures — paving seven locations within the two-mile watershed and installing side ditches
and swales.
Z Road, Cocoloba Trail West
End, Cocoloba Trail East End,
Marina Drive End West, Marina
Drive End East, Fish Bay Lane
East and Hill Top Road will all
be paved under the ARRA-funded
watershed restoration project, explained Greg Miller, grant project
manager.

“The project calls for paving
3,150 feet of roads, constructing
3,320 feet of paved ditches, six
concrete swales and two culverts,”
said Miller.
Stone Masonry Inc., owned by
Brent Squires, won the bid for the
project and has been working at a
faster than projected pace, according to Miller.
“The project is scheduled to
take six months, but I expect it
Continued on Page 16
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SJHS Wows with New Publication St. John: Life in Five Quarters
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
St. John history is now more vibrant, alive and accessible than ever thanks to the St. John Historical Society’s
beautiful 215-page, stitch-binded publication.
St. John: Life in Five Quarters was officially unveiled
last week to overwhelming support and encouragement.
A labor of love for about a year for four editors, Life in
Five Quarters brings together 66 articles culled from the
pages of the SJHS’s monthly newsletter. The group has
been issuing a newsletter for the past 10 years, many of
which are summaries of presentations from SJHS monthly
meetings.
SJHS archivist Eleanor Gibney, board advisor David
Knight, SJHS president Robin Swank, and newsletter editor Bruce Schoonover, set about slogging through 115 collected articles from the decade of newsletters about a year
ago.
“It was a full year of work and I think it took us all by
surprise how much editing and formatting and time it was
going to take on all our parts,” said Knight.
“We were in overdrive for a while there,” said Gibney.
The foursome were helped along in the process by their
drive to include pieces that dealt with the history of St.
John exclusively, Gibney added.
“Choosing some of the articles was a matter of a lot of
debate, but we were really trying to focus on the articles
that were purely about St. John,” said Gibney. “In the

newsletter we’ve published many things that had regional
or broader interest than just St. John. So that helped guide
us.”
By staying true to the St. John-specific content, the
group was able to cover a large range of history, from
the first attempted Danish settlement in 1675 through the
present day.
“We managed to cover a lot of aspects and a long range
of history,” said Gibney. “There is scholarly stuff, lighter
stuff, material that covers the Danish Colonial period and
a good deal that covers the post-colonial period.”
“We tried to choose really diverse pieces and tried to be
very inclusive as far as subjects and the people involved,”
said Knight. “We tried to make the book as rich and unique
and diverse as St. John.”
SJHS’s Life in Five Quarters is organized into seven
chapters which cover everything from culture, trade and
industry (chapter five) to hikes and presentations. The
subject matters alone, the book spans more than 325 years
of information.
“Again, part of the diversity contained in the book is
not just the diversity of people and perspectives, but also
time diversity,” said Knight. “We have first hand accounts
in the book from people who lived on St. John who share
their voices and perspectives with us from the 1800s and
right up until today.”
For Knight, one voice sharing his perspective of recent
Continued on Page 17
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Knight’s Historic St. John Photos
To Be Featured at Next SJHS Meeting
The St. John Historical Society’s next monthly meeting will be
on Tuesday, March 9, at 7 p.m. at the Bethany Moravian Church
Hall at which time historian David Knight will continue to take
the group on a photographic journey with “The Awakening of an
American Paradise — Three decades that Transformed St. John.”
This is part two of his presentation featuring photographs of St.
John taken by his parents, Anna and George Knight, which focus
on the 1950s and 60s. Bring a friend or neighbor and arrive early
for good seating. No one will want to miss this wonderful look
back at St. John at an earlier time.

Julius E. Sprauve School Gala April. 10
The 13th Annual Julius E. Sprauve School Benefit Gala will be
on Saturday, April 10, at Caneel Bay Resort.
The theme this year is “Building a Brighter Tomorrow by Caring, Nurturing and Education our Children.” Funds raised at the
gala will benefit the school’s fitness center, marquee, elementary
school playground and annual scholarship fund.
As usual, raffle tickets and silent auction prizes will be available
for purchase. Any businesses or organizations interested in donating products, services or merchandise should contact Clemeana
Duncan or Ivy Scatliffe at JESS at 776-6336.

Banzahf Gallery Opening March 5
Michael Banzhaf Gallery will host an opening for four of the island’s most appreciated artists — Kat Sowa, Benta Hirsch, Andrea
Leland and Joan Farrenkopf — on Friday, March 5, at 6 p.m.
The public is invited to join in a lovely evening of diverse artworks from some of the finest talent on St. John. For more information check out the website www.michaelbanzhafgallery.com.

Mike Ryan Takes Helm as New Westin GM
By Andrea Milam
St. John Tradewinds
Mike Ryan came on board as the Westin Resort’s
new general manager a little over a month ago, and
already he’s wishing he could stay in Love City forever.
Ryan was no stranger to the Westin, and to the Caribbean, prior to assuming his current role. As the regional director of Six Sigma, a quality improvement
process implemented by Westin’s parent company,
Starwood, he visited the Westin several times a year,
along with other Starwood properties throughout the
Caribbean, from 2001-2007.
“I had somebody ask me the other day how long
I’d be here for, and I felt like saying ‘forever,’” said
Ryan. “I thoroughly enjoy it.”
Ryan brings with him 27 years of experience with
Starwood. He got his first taste of the hospitality business during college.
“I went to school in Jensen Beach, Florida where I
studied marine biology, aquaculture and environmental technology,” said Ryan.
“I waited tables while I was going to school, and I
ended up staying in the hospitality business.”
The new general manager came to the Westin from
Atlanta, where he worked for the last 10 years as senior director of operations for Starwood’s franchise
group covering the southern region, which encompasses Baton Rouge, Louisiana, down to Florida and
the Caribbean.
Ryan has also worked at the Sheraton Chicago, the
Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin Resort in Orlando, Sheraton New Orleans and PGA National Resort and Spa in West Palm Beach, among others.

Renew your Spirits
Rejuvenate your body and relax your mind at the
Westin Workout and Spa
• All new cardio and strength equipment
• Daily, weekly, and annual membership packages
• Massages, facials, body wraps, manicures
and pedicures
• Mention this ad for special savings
on spa treatments
For more information, please call
340.693.8000, ext 1903/1904.

Spa Services Discounts are available to residents of the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico with valid ID. ID must be presented when making
appointment. Valid 6/01/09- 10/31/09. ©Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved. Westin is the registered trademark of
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.
WR-FitnessClub TW 6.09.indd 1

6/10/09 12:42:29 PM

Mike Ryan
Visitors’ love for St. John has already made an impression on Ryan, he explained.
“It’s great working with customers, talking with
them during their stay, and listening to them as they’re
headed back say how much they’re going to miss it
here,” said Ryan. “It’s a beautiful location.”
As for what changes he may bring about during his
tenure as Westin’s GM, Ryan was unsure.
“There’s nothing I could put on the radar screen
quite yet, as it obviously takes me a little while to
get settled in,” he said. “The focus is always on the
customer. Satisfaction is our number one priority and
will continue to be as we move forward.”
Editor’s Note:
Due to an error in last week’s edition, this article is
reprinted in full with corrected information. St. John
Tradewinds sincerely and regrets the error.
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Starfish Gourmet Hosts
Turley Wine Tasting
Starfish Gourmet and Wines hosted a
wine tasting on Thursday evening, February 25. Guests gathered inside the store on
the first floor of The Marketplace and enjoyed the food of Brook Dill while sampling
the robust wines of Turley Wine Cellars.
Led by Prestige Wine Group’s managing
director Byron Gregory, the group tasted
six different full bodied vintages from the
California winery accompained by a pate
de foie gras, a variety of cheeses, proscuitto wrapped risotto and petite pancetta
pizzas.

St. John Featured Again on HGTV
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
The spectacular vistas of St.
John — and a local real estate broker — will be featured on an upcoming episode of House Hunters
International on HGTV.
A small film crew flew in for
three days the week of February
15 and tagged along with independent real estate broker Debbie
Hayes while she showed property
to a couple from the mainland.
“House Hunters International
had contacted me a while back
and they were interested in showing some St. John property,” said
Hayes. “They have been down
before and worked with two other
real estate agents in the past.”
The show follows prospective
property owners across the globe
as they look at exclusive homes,
explained Hayes.
“The whole premise is that they
fly all over the world and meet
people who are purchasing homes
in interesting locations,” said the
real estate broker. “Then they
choose three different homes and
the viewers are walked through
the process, comparing the likes
and dislikes of each property. At
the end of the show they reveal
which home the buyers selected.”
Hayes had a whirlwind of a
time with her clients, showing the
couple 18 properties in one long
weekend.
“I showed this couple 18 properties in a long weekend and by
the time they left I had an offer to

present to the seller and they accepted it,” said Hayes. “It was a
nice situation on both sides and
that’s what they were filming.”
The home that was purchased
will be renovated and placed in
the rental property market, Hayes
added.
The House Hunters film crew
will return in June to wrap up the
story and show the finished villa,
after which at some point the episode is expected to air.
Hayes decided to work with the
film crew in order to get the word
out about the amazing properties
of St. John, she explained.
“The primary reason I did this
is because it’s just great exposure
for St. John,” said the real estate
broker. “And then, in terms of the
buyer, they are going to put the
home into the rental market and

this will be great exposure for
them too.”
“We really did make it a lot of
fun too,” Hayes said. “The buyers
are a great couple and are really a
wonderful addition to St. John.”
In a year of less than spectacular real estate sales, the local
market could use the boost, Hayes
added.
“We have world class properties
here,” she said. “Especially now,
in our market, we certainly are
getting a lot of interest. We’ve all
shown lots of properties, although
we might not have as many contracts as we’d like.”
“This is another way to expose
people to our market,” Hayes continued. “There are few homes you
go to where you can’t get a great
view. We have a fabulous market.”

Water Delivery 24/7
ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.
P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

crane

Deliveries from
St. Thomas Available
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos Courtesy of SJYC

Top Gun, above right, took second place in the Spinnaker class, followed by Madina,
below far left. Stinger, above left, crossed the finish line first in the class. Nonspinnaker class was won by Magnificent 7, below at left.

Stinger Takes First in Duke’s Trophy Race

Stinger

Magnificent 7

St. John Tradewinds
The St. John Yacht Club announces the results
of the club’s first race and the dates of remaining
2010 races.
The first race, the Duke’s Trophy Race was hosted January 31. There was an excellent turnout with
entrants from both St. Thomas and St. John participating.
Two classes of boats raced — spinnaker and
non-spinnaker. In the spinnaker class, Stinger took
first place, Top Gun took second place and Medina
crossed the finish line third.
In the non-spinnaker class, Magnificent 7 took
first place, Southbound took second place and Atlantic Raider placed third. The course was particularly challenging with stiff winds at the start and
lighter winds at the finish.
The three remaining races are the Island Hopper
Race, Around St. John and the Commodore’s Cup.
The Island Hopper Race, a challenging course

in both the Pillsbury Sound and the Windward Passage, will be on March 14.
The Around St. John Race, a full circuit of the
island, will be on April 11. The Commodore’s Cup,
which continues a tradition of multi-club head to
head racing over two days, will be will be May 8
and 9.
The races are open to any sailboat that wishes to
participate. Participants do not need to be members
of SJYC to participate.
There are some reasonable safety rules and
equipment requirements to ensure the safety of the
boaters and a small registration fee.
Skippers meetings are the Friday before each
race.
For race registration forms or more information,
contact SJYC Commodore Jim Swan at 693-8780
or email JamesSwanVI@AOL.com or SJYC Vice
Commodore Frank Addison at 693-9100 or AddisonIV@gmail.com.

Madina

Atlantic Raider

On Deck

Southbound
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Princess/Prince Contestants Sought
The Festival and Cultural Organization of St. John is seeking
couples interested in vying for the title of St. John Festival Prince
and Princess 2010-2011.
Contestants must be 7 to 11 years of age, have a 2.5 academic
average and be residents of the St. Thomas/St. John district. Interested couples can pick up applications at the St. John Tourism
Office. For more information call 626-0785.

Festival Organization Seeking
Miss St. John Contestants for 2010
The Festival and Cultural Organization of St. John is seeking
young ladies interested in vying for the title of Miss St. John Festival Queen 2010-2011.
Contestants must be 16 to 21 years of age, have a 2.5 academic
average, a resident of the St. Thomas/St. John district and never
been pregnant. Interested young ladies can pick up applications at
the St. John Tourism Office. For more information call 626-0785.

Taxpayer Assistance Available on
St. John Every Saturday Until April 10
The Taxpayer Assistance Program will begin on all three islands on Saturday, February 20, 2010 and will run every Saturday
until April 10, 2010. There will be no taxpayer assistance on Saturday, April 3, 2010.
On St. John, taxpayer assistance will be held from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. at the Bureau’s office at the Motor Vehicle Bureau in
Cruz Bay.
For more information or questions about the Taxpayer Assistance Program on St. Thomas and St. John to Alonzo Brady at
715-1040, ext. 2238.

Football Star Peyton Manning Recoups
from Superbowl Loss on St. John
By Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds
It seems that St. John beaches can heal all wounds,
even internationally-inflicted ones to the ego.
After losing the Superbowl to the New Orleans
Saints by a score of 31 to 17 on February 7 in a game
watched by millions across the globe, Indianapolis
Colts quarterback Peyton Manning licked his wounds
with a visit to Love City.
Manning was joined by several Colts teammates
during the beginning of his trip, which started around
the middle of February. Manning’s wife Ashley joined
the quarterback for the end of his St. John sojourn,
which wrapped up on Tuesday, February 23.
The four-time National Football League MVP,
must have felt better after enjoying the luxurious Peter Bay Beach House amenities, just steps away from
the surf in the exclusive gated enclave of Estate Peter
Bay.
While he booked the reservation under an alias and
was insistent on keeping his vacation top secret, Manning and his teammates apparently didn’t think they
would be recognized at Hooters on St. Thomas, where
they dined and drank on the second day of their trip.
Manning made a more low-profile stop at iconic
St. John burger establishment Skinny Legs with his
wife later in his island visit.
During his vacation, the football star also used the
services of the popular private St. John chef and caterer Mathayom, who cooked for the Colts quarterback at Peter Bay Beach House.

News Photo

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Peyton
Mannning needed some rest and relaxion.
The post-Superbowl vacation, wasn’t Manning’s
first trip to St. John.
The quarterback, who graduated from the University of Tennessee, is a friend of St. John homeowner
and country western star Kenny Chesney. Manning
and his wife even honeymooned on St. John in 2001.
The football star and his teammates and wife were
reported to be wonderful guests and many residents
hoped the February vacation wouldn’t be Manning’s
last trip to Love City.

Please join us in opening a world of opportunities
for the students of Gifft Hill School

at the 24th Annual

Join us for Sunday Brunch

Gala Dinner Auction
Saturday, March 13th, 2010
Westin St. John Resort Ballroom

Our courtesy midday cruise from Red Hook will
transport you to the pristine Caneel Bay resort.

Cocktails and Silent Auction 5:30 pm
Dinner and Live Auction 7:00 pm
Island Elegant Attire

Enjoy complimentary Champagne, Mimosas or
Bloody Marys. Indulge in a sumptuous
buffet and soak in the landscape while
tapping your toes to live music.

Tickets $125 per person or $1000 for a table of ten. Tickets are available at
Gifft Hill School. For more information or to make an auction donation,
call Beth Jones or Molly Murrill at 776-1730.
To preview and bid on auction items,
go to www.biddingforgood.com/giffthillschool

What better way to while away your Sunday?
For details and reservations please contact
the Concierge Desk at 340-715-6619

011310 cb trdwnds b&w.indd 1

1/19/10 9:18:32 AM
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America’s Cup — The Purest Race in Decades
By Nils Erickson
St. John Tradewinds
After two contentious, and
to some, distasteful years in the
courtroom, the 33rd America’s
Cup was finally decided last week
in the waters off Valencia.
Correspondent in the field, Nils
Erickson — me — and photographer, Meredith Pridgen, were there
to cover it.
For the first time in the modern era, the America’s Cup had
returned to its roots in a battle between the two fastest sailboats in
the world, with egos just as large
to match.
The America’s Cup is the oldest
trophy in professional sports. Unfortunately, it has a rulebook nearly as old as the trophy itself, which
has been left virtually unchanged
over the past 150 years.
Over that time, the basic structure of the competition had informally evolved, despite no formal amendments to the “deed of
gift.” The reason for that is that
the deed allows for “mutual consent,” whereby the Cup holder and
a challenger for the Cup can make
any changes that they see fit (including timing, type of boat, location of the races, number of races,
etc), so long as both parties agree.
Those changes form an updated
rulebook, a “protocol” for racing.
The Cup defender, traditionally,
has worked in good faith with the
challenger, and the Cup evolved

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Meredith Pridgen

Oracle soars in the breeze on its way to capturing the America’s Cup Trophy, and
reclaiming it for the United States.
through the era of the J boats, to
the 12 Meters, then on to the modern IACC class. If they were to
agree upon racing remote control
sailboats in the Westin pool, they
could.
In the aftermath of the last Cup,
the Swiss winner, Alinghi — and
team owner Ernesto Bertarelli —
announced a challenger, the Club
Nautico Espanol de Vela (CNEV),

and a new rulebook, the “protocol”
for the 33rd Cup. Standard operating procedure.
The only problem was that the
yacht club CNEV had been in existence for less than a week, and
the “protocol” that they signed
stacked the deck so heavily against
the challengers that it was a foregone conclusion that the Swiss
would win.

The Cup depends on a strong
challenger negotiating their best interests. CNEV was, instead, a puppet for the Defender. The equivalent situation in baseball would be
George Steinbrener declaring himself commissioner of baseball and
being granted the right to rewrite
the rulebook at will.
Enter Larry Ellison. Famous
primarily for his wealth — 4th on
the Forbes List — Larry Ellison is
the owner and founder of Oracle.
After two failed attempts at winning the Cup, including fielding
the only American team in the
2007 Cup, Ellison saw the challenger, CNEV, as merely a puppet
for Bertarelli (and Alinghi).
He viewed the new Protocol as
a bald-faced attempt at robbing the
event of its competitiveness. So he
filed suit.
Fast-forward through two years
of court cases, complaints, motions, appeals, affidavits, etc. Ellison and Oracle replaced CNEV
as challenger for the Cup by court
order. In the malice that the case
brought about, “mutual consent”
between Ellison and Bertarelli was
a long lost idea. The race defaulted
to its most basic form, the only
rulebook being the outdated “deed
of gift.”
The deed (basically) states that

vessels must be built in their country of origin and must not measure
more than 90 feet at the waterline.
They would race a 40-mile course,
best-of-three wins. And that’s it.
With such an open design rule
it was obvious that we would
see multihulls, because of their
blistering speed advantage over
monohulls. Oracle constructed a
135-foot trimaran, whereas Alinghi
built a 127-foot catamaran — each
boat measured 90’ at the waterline,
with long overhangs. Both boats
were built out of lightweight carbon fiber and represented the pinnacle of design and engineering.
The Swiss catamaran was
unique in that it had an elaborate
spine system between the hulls,
creating an incredibly stiff boat.
With wave piercing bows, sleek
lines, and a towering mast, the
Swiss boat was a work of art.
Alinghi 5, as it was known,
had to be built in Switzerland
and flown via helicopter (over the
Alps) to the Mediterranean. In an
interesting side note, the helicopter used — the only one capable
of carrying a load so large and the
only one of it’s kind — crashed on
the return trip to Russia after dropping off its expensive payload.
The American trimaran was designed by the preeminent French
multihull designers VPLP and it
sported wave piercing-bows as
well. It’s most unique feature,
though, was a massive wing that
replaced the typical mast/sail combo.
The wing was the single largest wing ever built (in any application). It was nearly as tall as a
747 jet is wide. The American boat
was built in Washington State by a
company that specializes in building parts that are too specialized
for Boeing to build.
Once it was completed, it was
shipped to San Diego for crew
training, and then it was sent via
containership through the Panama
Continued on Back Cover
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Beautifying America’s Paradise
Providing Service for Over 20 Years
• Home of Josephine’s Greens
• Landscape Design/Installation
• Irrigation & Maintenance

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open TuesdaySunday 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Tel: 693-5579

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Tom Oat

Workers tear down the old Texaco building, which served as an office for Island
Roads during construction of the Cruz Bay roundabout. Despite the building’s close
proximity to neighboring structures, no problems were encountered during the
Texaco’s removal. The building should be completely gone by this week. In its place
will be a dedicated turn lane for motorists traveling from Centerline Road to South
Shore Road, along with a grassy knoll.

Final Phases of Construction Moving Ahead at Roundabout

Seaview Vacation Homes, Inc.
Short Term-Full Service Since 1985
Vacation Villa ManageMent
24 years of on island rental service

e: info@seaviewhomes.com
w: www.seaviewhomes.com
t: 340-776-6805; toll-free 1-888-625-2963

Experienced . Personalized . Professional . Proven

Workers lay the formwork for the center of the Cruz Bay roundabout, which will
be finished with stamped concrete in the traditional Danish yellow color found on
historic buildings in the territory. The roundabout’s center will be easily mountable for
trucks which are too large to stay within the circle. The Department of Public Works
estimates the project will be completed this month.
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Where Is the Bus?
Dear Senate President Louis P. Hill,
This is a follow-up to a letter published last week in this newspaper to the attention of our Delegate to Congress regarding the lack of
available bus service to the citizens and visitors here on St. John.
I am pleased that the bus stop locations are about to be refurbished,
but unless something is done, the locations need to be expanded to accommodate cots or sleeping bags so that we will have a place to sleep
for the night as we wait until, if or when a bus shows up.
People are continually late for work because the bus does not come,
and who knows what to tell tourists who frequently ask for information about bus schedules.
The newspaper on St. Thomas actually publishes in advance the
scheduled interruptions in public bus service. On St. John we have no
such luxury because no one knows when the interruptions will take
place.
I recently traveled by bus to attend a business opening in Coral
Bay. There were four St. Thomas residents who also took the same
bus to participate in the event.
Those individuals confirmed with the bus driver that she would be
back at about 8 p.m., meaning that they would reach their return ferry
on time. At about 8:30 p.m., it was clear they would not be making
their ferry.
One of the new business owners then kindly left his grand opening
event, packed us all in his little jeep and drove us back to Cruz Bay.
About half way there we passed the bus en route Coral Bay.
I have heard it said that when the bus does not run at all it is because there is no money set aside to pay the driver’s over-time, so
when someone calls in sick the bus service is just cut.
We expect the Centerline Road bus service to be slow at times, we
all know how the road is. However, why does everyone seem to take
this sad state of affairs for granted?
If the bus returns to Coral Bay empty to pick up riders, it’s empty.
As someone with physical disabilities, and I am only one such individual on this island, this lack of service greatly impacts my life.
I am glad people with disabilities can now ride the bus at no cost,
but where is the bus?
Sincerely,
Susan Mann

Keeping Track of Crime
2009

2010 To-Date

Homicides: 1

Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 5

Armed Robberies: 0

Arsons: 0

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 6

1st Degree Burglaries: 0

2nd Degree Burglaries: 17

2nd Degree Burglaries: 3

3rd Degree Burglaries: 70

3rd Degree Burglaries: 7

Grand Larcenies: 67

Grand Larcenies: 11

Rapes: 1

Rapes: 0

Making Capitalism Work
God, Allah, the big guy, whatever you would like
to call the creator of the Universe, created in all forms
of life a drive to grow and become the best that they
can — a drive to reach perfection.
The drive to grow is as strong as the desire to survive. Very few forms of life have reached perfection
and stopped changing and growing. Animals and
plants have a very limited ability to change and grow
by their own volition, they have to depend on evolution to change and grow.
With the Creator’s help, man developed a unique
ability, intelligence that allowed him to guide and
participate in his own growth. Man developed trade
which gave us a great amount of control our growth,
both spiritually and physically.
It freed us all from having to grow our own food
and building our own shelter. We can do what we
want, what we are good at, to develop our skill and to
trade the results to someone else that grows food and
builds the shelter that we need to survive. If we like
to make pots we can find some one that is willing to
trade the food she grew for the pot we made.
When we learned to use money instead of direct
trade it freed us up totally to pursue our innate abilities and develop our individual skills, we no longer
had to find someone who wanted the pot.
Whether following our bliss is to be a wood worker, inventor, musician, building designer, health care
provider or any other activity that is an asset to other
people, we can do it and use the money we earn from
doing it to buy food and build our homes.
Money in itself is worthless to man, its only use
is as a vehicle to aid us in growing as a species and a
way for us to be able to follow “our bliss,” to become
the best at what ever it is that we want to do, as long
as it benefits others.
But money has a very dark side, just like sex,

drugs and other any other stimulators, it can become
an end in itself. When it does become an end in itself,
it no longer serves as a benefit to the individual or
mankind.
For Capitalism to work properly everyone has to
start out with the same tools and ability to make as
much money as they want. If people do not start out
with the same tools and ability, which they don’t,
then Democracy has to make customs, regulations
and laws so that all individuals have the same opportunity to live a fulfilling life and not damage the
planet in the process.
Because Capitalism is not closely regulated today, we as a species have begun to use the world as
a source of raw material to create money. What right
do we have to harm or kill all the other species on our
planet to accumulate money?
It is not at all in our best interest to exterminate or
“manage” for our purposes all the other species on
this earth. Until the creation of man all species lived
in concert, no species had the ability or desire to eliminate another species, we humans do it incidentally to
our way of life.
Bill Gates and Steve Jobs and many before them
showed that if a person worked hard and developed
their skills and takes risks they could become very
rich while helping humanity.
Money changers can make just as much money in
less time, with much less personal risk and produce
no value to mankind. In fact they put everyone else at
risk instead. It does not matter if the money changers
work on the temple steps or on Wall Street they do not
help humanity or our home the planet earth.
If the current form of Capitalism continues we will
succeed in making this planet uninhabitable for our
species. Capitalism does not have to be bad for us.
Greg Miller

New Credit Card Scheme
This is a new one.
People sure stay busy trying to cheat us, don’t
they?
A friend went to the local gym and placed his belongings in the locker.
After the workout and a shower, he came out, saw
the locker open, and thought to himself, Funny, I
thought I locked the locker.
Hmm, He dressed and just flipped the wallet to
make sure all was in order. Everything looked okay
— all cards were in place.
A few weeks later his credit card bill came — a
whooping bill of $14,000!
He called the credit card company and started yelling at them, saying that he did not make the transactions.
Customer care personnel verified that there was no
Mistake in the system and asked if his card had been
stolen.
“No,” he said, but then took out his wallet, pulled

out the credit card, and yep — you guessed it — a
switch had been made.
An expired similar credit card from the same bank
was in the wallet.
The thief broke into his locker at the gym and
switched cards.
Verdict:
The credit card issuer said since he did not report
the card missing earlier, he would have to pay the
amount owed to them.
How much did he have to pay for items he did not
buy — $9,000!
Why were there no calls made to verify the amount
swiped?
Small amounts rarely trigger a ‘warning bell’ with
20 some credit card companies.
It just so happens that all the small amounts added
up to big one!
— Submitted by
Z. Hruza
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Concerned for Children’s Safety
I feel this incident requires the attention of anyone
concerned for their children’s safety on St. John.
While dining in the afternoon at Shipwreck, a
school bus sped past the restaurant at an incredible
rate of speed. One goat — or tourist — on the road
could have proved fatal to all on the bus.
After leaving Shipwreck, I was driving toward
Cruz Bay. At this point the bus was one car length
behind my jeep traveling at a speed of 40 miles per
hour on my bumper. I literally mean one jeep length.
This was before the area of the Bordeaux Restaurant
on the curve.
We have been visiting St. John for 30 years. Yes,

we have seen many changes, however there is no excuse for the speeding on the roads.
I have noted the date and time of this incident. I
am sure the residents of St. John have also witnessed
this.
As tourists, I remember the courtesy extended of
a quick “beep” upon rounding a curve in the road.
Now, you are fortunate if the driver is on the correct
side of the road. These are not the tourists. These are
the young locals. It seems to be a sport.
Regards,
Lynne Pilott Bramerel

Embracing Coral Bay by John Newsome
In Coral Bay, in Coral Bay,
where refugees from urban hives
come seeking solace in their lives
hoping to afford the price
of moments lived in paradise
embracing Coral Bay.

In Coral Bay, in Coral Bay,
the tropic dusk is filled with voices —
treefrogs making mating choices,
the chant of wind in tamarind,
the chug of engines homing in
to Coral Bay

In Coral Bay, in Coral Bay,
where continentals come and go,
like tidal waters’ ebb and flow
acting out vacation dreams
enhancing island income schemes
throughout Coral Bay.

In Coral Bay, in Coral Bay,
enchantment sparks from Island Blues
where locals flock to find their muse
and at the bar lists Pirate Bill
an ancient egret with his kill
transfixing Coral Bay.

In Coral Bay, in Coral Bay,
where roosters crow and donkeys bray
and goats and sheep on hillsides stray.
Where frigate birds in graceful curves
inscribe the sky with secret words
over Coral Bay.

In Coral Bay, in Coral Bay,
ruthless time has lost its bearing
set adrift with no one caring
rootless hours roam in wonder
luring souls like hidden plunder
marked in Coral Bay.

Island Notes
from the publisher

LEK, Your artwork looks fabulous on the walls of Cruz Bay Prime!
Happy belated 80th birthday SL! I hope your leg feels better soon.
Thank you KM for your friendship — you always bring me smiles.
Thank you R&P L for the your thoughts and suggestions — and the drinks!
TG, You have the biggest heart of anyone I know.
— MN

St. John Tradewinds News Photo courtesy of Nina Felshin

Pussy Willow (left) with Tiger Lily.

Tiger Lily and Pussy Willow
Take Manhattan
Some months after my wonderful vet at Symphony Veterinary on
Manhattan’s upper west side tried to interest me in a beautiful black
rabbit as a companion for Sadie — my fourteen-year-old black cat
whose sister had died several months earlier — she mentioned that
she had a couple of kittens that just maybe I’d like to see.
Sadie had some health issues and I knew she wasn’t going to last
forever, but was I ready to adopt so soon?
Suddenly my vet’s assistant appeared in the examining room with
a carrying case from which two stunning young kittens gracefully
emerged, finding their way instantly into my heart.
And the rest is history. We’ve been a ménage a catre since last
September. Sadie’s still not thrilled but Pussy Willow and Tiger Lily
are winning her over.
I was a goner from the start. These formerly feral female island siblings who, I learned, were transported to New York City in the cabin
of a plane — what could be easier — have inflicted pure pleasure on
me for the past five months. Try it, you will love it!
It’s almost impossible to imagine what their lives might have been
like had they remained in the bush on St. John.
Instead, they are happily ensconced in a sunny apartment on Manhattan’s upper west side, thriving, rambunctious, hugely affectionate
with no apparent signs of their feral roots. Well, they are purrhaps a
little more excited at mealtimes than Sadie and Claire ever were but
that’s a small price to pay for the utter joy they have brought me.
Anyone who is in a position to bring a kitty or two back from St.
John should give it serious thought.
They are far more sustaining than a T-shirt or a baseball cap and
last much longer than a bottle of rum, not to mention that they are
much cheaper to acquire. They will have received all their shots and
will have been spayed or neutered by the kind folks at the Animal
Care Center.
If this is beginning to sound tempting, send an email to Dr. Elaine
Campbell at drelainecampbell@earthlink.net and tell her I sent you!
You will not be sorry!
Nina Felshin
New York, NY
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A Great 10th Annual
St. John Arts Festival
Continued from Page 4
associated with his ordeal. No doubt exaggerated as most humourous
films are.
Janet’s journey with a rock left me wondering. Janet has a rather dry sense of humor such that the whole business of picking up a
50-pound rock on St. John and carting it on first a donkey and than
a mover’s dolly to the ferry, and then on a Seaborne seaplane to St.
Croix — much to the curiosity of the pilot — to be finally dropped on
a red Oriental rug in a house on St. Croix.
It left me shaking my head with similarly dry amusement. Much
credit is due to William Stelzer for a really professional film.
Crazy drivers are not limited to adults as shown by a filmmaker
who’s two-year-old son was the star in his film. Pulled over by the
police for erratic driving and possibly DUI, lo and behold, who was
sitting in the driver’s seat but the infant!
Who, during the course of discussions between the police officer
and other individuals, crept into the police car and drove off in a similarly erratic manner!
There were several other movies worthy of note but seeing them is
far better than trying to describe them.
The crowning glory of the three shows was no doubt the “Caribbean Ritual Dancers” event hosted in the Westin Resort’s grand ballroom, gratefully appreciated by the St. John Arts Festival.
Diana Brown is indeed both a remarkable director of the dance
troupe and an individual performer in the show.
The sheer energy, color, motion and vivaciousness of every performance in the entire show was so uplifting, particularly on such a
rainy Sunday night.
Moreover, for the Westin guests who had just arrived on the island,
it was a show which emphasized the traditionally romantic and exotic
nature of the island which attracts visitors in the first place.
In other words this show is what prospective visitors imagine what
going to the Caribbean really means/has in store for them.
The variety of individual performances was also startling. Ranging
from the old traditional Bamboula dancing, all in simple white costumes to begin with, to beautiful, colorful costumes for other dances
including salsa with a spicy change in rhythm.
Two towering, colorful Mocko Jumbies, had children in awe, as
did Diana Brown’s fire-eating and glass treading acts.
Alcholics Anonymous Meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous meets as scheduled: Sundays, 9:45
a.m. at Hawksnest Bay Beach; Closed meeting for alcoholic
only at Nazareth Lutheran Church at 5:30 on Tuesdays; Open
meetings on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 6 p.m. at
Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cruz Bay; Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays at 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay.
Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meeting from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon Meetings
Al-Anon meets on St. John every Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the
picnic table at the VINP ball field, and every Thursday at 5:30
p.m. at St. Ursula’s Multi-purpose center.
Alateen Meetings
Alateen will meet on Mondays at St. Ursula’s Church from 6
to 7 p.m. and is open to anyone interested in attending.

Meet Stuart Smith: Love City’s Principal Planner
Continued from Page 2
The
30-something-year-old
plans to hit the ground running, he
explained.
“For right now there are some
contested projects in appeals so
I’m trying to get my hands around
those and get a feel for the area,”
Smith said. “Parking issues and
storm water runoff are some of the
big ones that I’ll be dealing with
right now.”
The new island planner is fully
aware that he won’t be making

changes overnight, he added.
“Unfortunately it’s one of those
things where we have to, not necessarily make up for other people’s
mistakes, but we have to make up
for other people’s visions,” said
Smith. “It’s going to be a while to
sort it out. Certainly moving forward we’re going to try to make
the right decisions.”
Smith, whose first official day
on the job was Wednesday, February 24, plans to meet the public at
community forums and looks for-

ward to getting to know St. John
residents.
“I’m a people person so I can’t
wait to extend my hand and meet
people,” he said. “I am familiar
with the island and I have had a
chance to tour it again with a different eye now.”
Smith, who did not have an official schedule or have his DPNR
email up and running as of press
time, can be best reached now
through DPNR’s St. Thomas
CCZP office at 774-3320.

Fish Bay Road Repairs Are Ahead of Schedule
Continued from Page 6
will be complete in four to five
months,” he said.
Residents in the area have also
agreed to pitch in, Miller added.
“The Estate Fish Bay Owners
Association agreed to do some
volunteer work as part of this
grant, which will really stretch the
work out,” he said.
The road work will substantially reduce the amount of runoff into
sensitive Fish Bay harbor below,
explained Fish Bay Owners Association president Terry Pishko.
“These roads are all close to the
bay and most of the area was just
eroding badly,” said Pishko. “All
the plans were ready to go when
the project got underway, so we
really were ‘shovel ready.’”
The true effects of the road repairs will be assessed by monitoring both the solids that wash into
the bay and the matter that flows
through the gut after the erosion
control measures are completed,
Pishko explained.
“Tyler Smith from UVI is overseeing the marine monitoring and
Carols Ramos is doing the terrestrial monitoring,” said Pishko.
“We’ll actually be able to see how
much of an impact the work has
throughout the process and when
we’re all finished.”
On the Coral Bay side, officials
are hoping to receive permits from
DPNR to start the bidding process
for at least three projects within
the next few weeks.
“Two of the sections of the Coral Bay project are designed and
as soon as I receive a letter from
DPNR giving us the OK to do the
work, we’ll be putting them out to

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott

Miller and Pishko take a look at Stone Masonry’s
handiwork paving a section of road in the Fish Bay
watershed.
bid,” said Miller.
The upper portion of Johnny
Horn, Lower Bordeaux Road,
King’s Hill and Calabash Boom
will be the first sites addressed as
part of the grant, explained CBCC
president Sharon Coldren.

“We have submitted three projects to DPNR for permits and the
fourth is almost ready,” said Coldren. “We’re hoping to get something within the week or two from
DPNR so we can get the bidding
process started.”
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Emergency Numbers:
Land Line: 911
Cellular: 340-776-9110
Police Dept: 340-693-8880
Fire Station: 340-776-6333

St. John Tradewinds News Photos Courtesy of SJHS

Stereoscopic images of the Cruz Bay Battery from 1898 are among the earliest known
photographs of St. John.

New SJHS Publication St. John: Life in Five Quarters
Continued from Page 7
history of the island resonated on a
very personal level.
“I am tickled that my son, David Knight Jr.’s article was chosen to be included,” said Knight.
“Here is the voice of a student, a
young person, to go along with all
those voices from the past. There
really is just great representation
all around.”
Another part of what makes
Life in Five Quarters so engaging
are the many high-quality images
which leap from its pages, bringing the articles to life.
“Getting a lot of the images
together was a major thing,” said
Gibney. “In many cases we had
most of the originals, but when
they were published in the newsletter they were pretty low quality. We were fortunate to work
with a publisher who did such fine
work.”
“The photos are amazing,” said
SJHS president Swank. “I think
people can relate to the individual
stories and especially with the images. The history of St. John is not
so easily told and this is a better
way to tell the history.”
Such photographic gems as
stereoscopic images of the Cruz
Bay Battery from 1898 — among
the oldest known photographs of
St. John — and one of the earliest known Kodachrome postcards
of the island dating from around

Nancy Gibney and Sarah
Lee at Denis Bay.
1940 are featured in the pages of
Life in Five Quarters.
The editors were fortunate to
have a vast collection of records
and images from which to select
the featured articles, explained
Knight.
“To begin with, the St. John
Historical Society is a great organization and one of the things that
makes it unique and wonderful is
that it has preserved its records and
archives and continues to,” Knight
said. “One question we’ve all had
is finding the best way to get all
this accumulated knowledge out
there and have it serve the public

and disseminate the information so
that people learn from it. We were
really lucky that we had such a rich
collection of writing and things
that we could choose from.”
Looking over their year’s worth
of effort, the editors were elated
with the outcome, from the cover
image of Robert Schomburgk’s
hand-painted watercolor of Coral
Bay in 1833 to Bishop Levin Reichel’s drawing of the Bethany
Moravian Church in 1852 which
graces the back cover.
“So far, everyone is really excited by this,” said Gibney. “We really did spend a lot of time on this
and I think there really is something for everyone in there.”
“I think we’re all really pleased
with the results and I hope that the
people of St. John are as well,”
said Knight.
“We’re very proud of it,” said
Swank. “It’s a nice compliment to
the other activities that the board
is conducting this year. We now
have something that is fact-based
and research-based to tell a more
complete story of St. John.”
SJHS’s “Life in Five Quarters”
is available from the group’s website,
www.stjohnhistoricalsociety.org, at Concordia, Maho Bay
Campground, Tall Ship Trading
Company, Keep Me Posted, Papaya Cafe, Connections, St. John
Spice Company, and additional retail outlets across the island.

Monday, February 22
2:22 a.m. - A Gallows Point Resort guest c/requesting police
assistance. Attempted burglary.
9:05 a.m. - An Estate Bethany resident r/ a disturbance. Disturbance of the peace, D.V.
9:10 a.m. - An Estate Enighed resident r/ a theft of a bag. Grand
larceny.
9:38 a.m. - A Bellevue Village resident r/ being threatened. Disturbance of the peace, D.V.
12:23 p.m. - A citizen requested police assistance with a disturbance in the area of Public Works. Unfounded disturbance of
the peace.
1:39 p.m. - An Estate Enighed resident r/ a male exposing himself. Indecent exposure.
Tuesday, February 23
1:45 a.m. - Badge #724 present with Tyson Kennedy of Newark
St., under arrest and charged with Driving Under the Influence.
Bail was set at $1,000. Unable to post bail, he was remanded to
the Bureau of Corrections on St. Thomas. D.U.I.
10:56 a.m. - A citizen c/requesting police assistance in the area
of Connections. Police assistance.
11:04 a.m. - Central Dispatch c/ and dispatched Unit 57 to an
auto accident in the area of First Bank. Auto accident.
2:02 p.m. - A citizen r/ an auto accident in Coral Bay. Auto accident.
2:45 p.m. - A citizen p/r that her ex-boyfriend violated a court
order. Contempt of court.
Wednesday, February 24
10:32 a.m. - An Estate Carolina resident p/r one of his employees lost a cellphone. Lost cellphone.
12:22 p.m. - A citizen p/r that a V.I. Port Authority vehicle
struck him in the back. Auto accident.
2:15 p.m. - A citizen r/ that a minor male harassed her minor
son.
2:40 p.m. - A citizen c/requesting police assistance at Trunk
Bay. Police assistance.
5:35 p.m. - A citizen c/requesting police assistance with a business owner. Police assistance.
Thursday, February 25
5:47 a.m. - An Estate Chocolate Hole resident c/requesting police assistance. Police assistance.
6:00 a.m. - An Estate Enighed resident r/ someone on his property.
4:30 p.m. - A St. Thomas resident r/ being harassed. Telephone
harassment.
5:40 p.m. - Cruz Bay Pizza Shop r/ a larceny. Grand larceny.
Friday, February 26
9:57 a.m. - An Estate Enighed resident r/ being harassed. Telephone harassment, D.V.
10:15 a.m. - A visitor from Vermont r/ a two-vehicle collision at
Virgin Grand Estates. Auto accident.
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PREMIER Crossword
St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-oriented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

Presently to Saturday, April 10
The Taxpayer Assistance Program will begin on all three islands on Saturday, February 20, 2010 and will run every Saturday
until April 10, 2010. There will be no taxpayer assistance on Saturday, April 3, 2010.
Tuesday, March 2
The Division of Personnel’s Retroactive Wage Commission is
hosting a public forum on Tuesday, March 2, from 6 to 9 p.m. at
the Legislature building in Cruz Bay.
Tuesday, March 2
St. John Film Society and filmmaker Laurel Chiten’s will discuss her intriguing documentary “Touched” during a free film
presentation on Tuesday, March 2, at 7 p.m. at Sputnik Bar.
Wednesday, March 3
Representatives of the Government Employees Retirement
System will provide customer service to active and retired members on St. John on Wednesday, March 3, from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at the Cruz Bay Battery.
Thursday, March 4
The V.I. Senate will meet in Committee of the While on St.
John on Thursday, March 4, at 6 p.m. at the Cruz Bay Legislature
building to hear testimony on zoning amendments to the Official
Zoning District of St. John.
Saturday, March 6
The Virgin Islands Audubon Society’s annual plant sale will be
on Saturday, March 6, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Frank Powell
Sr. Park in Cruz Bay.
Tuesday, March 9
The St. John Historical Society’s monthly meeting will be on
Tuesday, March 9, at 7 p.m. at the Bethany Moravian Church
Hall.
Saturday, March 13
— Gifft Hill School’s 24th Annual Dinner Auction will be
Saturday, March 13, at the Westin Resort.
— The Reichhold Center for the Arts continues its 2010 season
with the conscious sounds of the United Kingdom’s award winning reggae band Steel Pulse on Saturday, March 13, at 8 p.m.
March 17-21
Steve Simon’s eighth annual blues festival will rock St. John
from March 17 through 21.
Saturday, March 20
The Coral Bay Yacht Club is hosting the almost annual flotilla
to benefit Guy Benjamin School on Saturday, March 20, at Miss
Vie’s Campground on the East End.
Saturday, April 10
Julius E. Sprauve School Fundraising Gala will take place on
Saturday, April 10, at Caneel Bay Resort.

St. John Tradewinds
Subcriptions

Call 340-776-6494
We Accept VISA or MC

Stocking Caps
ACROSS
1 One of four card suits
7 Sand, essentially
13 Determined to succeed
at all costs
20 Kansas City suburb
21 Many, many
22 Most pitch-black
23 Involve
24 Out-of- — (many a tourist)
25 Lipton drink
26 Start of a riddle
29 As well
30 Overlook
31 “Around the World in 80
Days” traveler Phileas
—
34 Riddle, part 2
44 Wandered
45 Spanish for “good”
46 Likable prez?
47 Keg device
48 Lacking depth and
scope, briefly
49 School URL ending
50 In the least
53 Taboo thing
54 Riddle, part 3
59 Add up (to)
61 “C’— la vie!”
62 Genetic cell material
63 Parts of hearts
65 Trial figs.
66 Riddle, part 4
72 Eroded
74 Brief
75 TV’s Longoria
76 It comes before the

“carte”
79 Not sharply defined, as
a PC image
81 Riddle, part 5
86 Abbr. after a quote
87 Bungle
89 Give gas to, as an
engine
90 Wine: Prefix
91 Bus. boss
92 — Lingus (Irish carrier)
93 Damascus is its capital
95 More achy
96 End of the riddle
102 Italian volcano
103 Early TV host Jack
104 Singer Corinne Bailey
—
105 Riddle’s answer
115 In an ill-defined way
118 Book: Prefix
119 Be a pilot
120 Of Tehran
121 1970s-’80s House
speaker Tip
122 Suppose
123 Quandary
124 Defeated
125 Say OK
DOWN
1 Rubbed out
2 Phnom — (capital of
Cambodia)
3 Chip in
4 College head
5 Were
6 Alehouse
7 RSVP facilitator
8 “Leave — Beaver”
9 It’s to be paid back

10
11
12
13
14

Up to speed, musically
Revise as a team
From the top
Half of MVI
One way to put out an
album
15 Painter Georgia
16 Frees from
17 Baseball’s Tigers, on
scoreboards
18 British verb suffix
19 Seventh Greek letter
27 Ancient Dead Sea kingdom
28 Gen. Lee’s org.
32 “Scram!”
33 Mom’s mom
34 Treasure- — (gold
mine)
35 Chaplin’s fourth wife
and others
36 Past an ailment’s peak,
e.g.
37 Prefix with cab
38 Tallow source
39 Actress Lamarr
40 “Movin’ —” (“The
Jeffersons” theme song)
41 Up to, in ads
42 Norman loc.
43 Blemishes
50 — Spumante
(Italian wine)
51 In tatters
52 Not worth —
53 — bene
55 Preach, e.g.
56 Essen conjunction
57 Animal pouches
58 Our planet
60 Taj —

64 “Wait —!”
67 Work for
68 Units of resistance
69 Null and —
70 Hence
71 Neighbor of Penna.
72 Gentle as —
73 Place for taste buds
77 Bedsheets and such
78 Of —
(somewhat)
80 Captain Hook’s pal
82 “— little harder”
83 Thyme, e.g.
84 Devil’s doing
85 Weaver’s device
88 Tax gp.
92 Disneyland locale
93 Disco lights
94 Ending for million
95 Harvest bundles
97 Not off-key
98 Sauna locale
99 Bit of jewelry dangling
from a lobe
100 Nicole Kidman’s
“Moulin Rouge” role
101 Huge desert
106 “Rio Lobo” actor jack
107 Mimicking bird
108 Dart along
109 Piece in Scrabble
110 See 112-Down
111 Little jerks
112 With 110-Down,
become established
113 Princes’ school
114 Landlord’s check
115 Kid- — (TV for tykes)
116 Jackie’s “O”
117 Guy’s mate
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Employment

Glass/Screens
GLASS • MIRRORS • GLASS SHOWERS
SCREENS • TABLE TOPS
An EDC Qualified Supplier

LICENSEd GENERAL CONTRACTOR ANd PAINTING

Across from Inspection Lane, Sub Base, STT, 777-9269

Commerical

Commerical

The Lumberyard

Get a Tan and a Paycheck!

Full time, part time, lots of benefits, free scuba,
snorkeling, sailing trips to the BVI, etc. Growing
watersports company has immediate openings:
• Beach Attendants at Westin Resort
• Retail Store Staff
• PADI Instructors

Cruz Bay Watersports 776-6857

Down Town Cruz Bay
Where St. John Does Business

For Rent

Commercial Space Available

Scenic Properties
340-693-7777
Cruz Bay: 1 bed/1 bath
$1400 avail March; 2
bed/1 bath/w/d $1600; 3
bed/2 bath/w/d $1700
Coral Bay: 1 bed apt/
w/d/ocean front $1250; 2
bed/2 bath house/washer
$1800; 1 bed/1 bath/w/d/
ocean front $1400; 1
bed/1 bath $1250.

For Space Call Nick 771-3737
Autos
Suzuki Island Car for Sale:
Partially Renovated $1500
OBO Richard 340 642-5358
EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
ON EVERY LEVEL
GREAT PLACE
TO SHOP, DINE
AND WORK
COME JOIN US
WE HAVE
SPACES AVAILABLE
RETAIL, OFFICE
AND STORAGE
340-776-6455

new center with market,
bank, spa & more
office/retail space available

1036 sq.
ft./sq.
726
1036
ft. sq. ft.
reasonable rates / flexible terms
excellent location next to Westin
call Emily for info. #776-6666

Storage: Secured Lockers
Sizes to 10’ x 12’, Autos,
Boats, Trailers. Call For
Rates: 779-4445
www.properyachts.com

For Sale 2002 Jeep
Wrangler, 4WD, heating, A/C, rear seat, 34,000
miles, auto trans, AM/
FM radio w/tape deck.
$8,900.00 — offers
considered 270-559-5597

06 Jeep Wrangler
Yellow, hardtop, extended
length, 4x4, A/C, CD
player, hardly driven with
8,000 mileage. $16,500 or
OBO (860) 912-3718
For Sale Mitzubishi
Fuzo $1800.00 or OBO.
Ned 643-0706
1993 Isuzu Box Fan,
1500lb lift gate, low mileage, $8,650. 998-5851
For Sale
Brand new Simmons
King-size “Heavenly Bed”
Box spring and mattress.
$1,750. Used Simmons
King-size pillowtop $600.
998-5851

Employment

Long Term Fully Furnished
Coral Bay Newer 2 Bed 2
Bath A/C W/D $1800/mth
Ron 715-853-9696
House for rent:
Coral Bay 2-BR, 1.5-BA,
W/D, large deck with harbor
views. Direct bus route access. $1400 mo. First and last
rent upfront. 302-381-5247
2/2, A/C, fans, W/D, paved
road, at door parking, mt. top
house, 30-mile views, very
secure, private, $1300
561-832-3040/561-602-9484
1 Bed, furnished in Contant.
Efficiency, furnished in
Contant. Call 340-690-1104
New 2BR, furnished, large
bath, off-street parking,
ceiling fans, microwave,
security lights, spacious
porch overlooking Westin,
$1700/month; 340-776-6331
or 678-715-1129.
Coral Bay, furnished 1
bedroom apartment with
studio/office on Seagrape
Hill. $1200/month plus
utilities. First/Last/Security.
1.610.739.3361

Legal Notice
The Directors of St. John Homes, Inc. hereby advise
the St. John community, and the public at large, that
Jane Thompson (a/k/a Jane Stuckert) is NOT a Director,
Officer, nor Agent of this Company and she is NOT
Authorized to represent, bind, nor conduct business
on behalf of the Company in ANY capacity. Any person
or entity doing business with Jane Thompson ak/a Jane
Stuckert on behalf of St. John Homes, Inc. does so at
their own risk, and the Company will not honor any
representations, commitments or undertakings made by
Ms. Thompson.

Services

Complete
PLENTY
OF
PARKING
glasses

THE MEMBERS OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH
LEGISLATURE OF THE UNITED STATES
VIRGIN ISLANDS will meet in Committee of the
Whole (Zoning Hearing) to receive testimony on
the following zoning amendments to the various
Official Zoning District Maps of St. Thomas/St.
John, Virgin Islands:

Dr. Craig Friedenberg

LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

$79 GOOD
Single Vision
$109
Bifocals
TRAFFIC
FLOW

779-2020
RELIABLE MOBILE
AUTO REPAIR: Professional
and experienced. Brakes, CV
Joints, Suspensions, Shocks,
Alternators, Timing Belts,
General Engine, Repair,
Foreign & Domestic. All Work
Guaranteed. Call 227-9574

Boating
12‘ Caribe Dingy, grey, with
15hp Yamaha outboard.
Just over two years old,
motor and dingy have seen
only two to three months
of service. Stored in doors
and maintained professionally. Located on St. John for
inspection. Asking: $4,750.00
(New: $5,925.00).
Christopher 608-335-4607
cell, 608-238-9587 Home

Timeshare For Sale
Westin Villas For Sale
great views, contiguous
weeks: 1 br wks 51,52, 1
studio wk 52
all offers considered e-mail
masdndw@aol.com

St. John Legislative Conference Room
No. 109 Contant & Enighed
Cruz Bay, St. John
Thursday, March 4, 2010
6:00 p.m.
The agenda is as follows:
Noel Boynes, Sr. – Request for Amendment of
Official Zoning District Map of St. Thomas/St.
John to rezone Parcel No. 131, Estate Contant &
Enighed, Cruz Bay Quarter, St. John, from R-4
(Residential – Medium Density) to B-2 (Business –
Secondary)
Purpose: For the development of a post office
Bay Isles Associates, LLC – Request for
Amendment of Official Zoning District Map of St.
Thomas/St. John to rezone Parcel No. 3 Abc Cruz
Bay, St. John, from W-1 (Waterfront – Pleasure)
to R-4 (Residential – Medium Density) with use
variances
Purpose: For a restaurant, sundry shop, residential
use and administrative offices
Anyone wishing to give testimony or request
information on the above-mentioned zoning
amendments please contact the Office of the
Assistant Executive Director at (340) 774-0880.

NExt Deadline Is ThursDay, Mar. 4th

St. John Church Schedule & Directory
3 Sail Church
10 Sunday
Baha’i Community of St. John
Race Unity Devotions
7:30 p.m. Fridays;
Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays
776-6316, 776-6254
Bethany Moravian Church
Cruz Bay, St. John
11 a.m., Sunday School 776-6291
Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304
Sunday School 10 a.m.,
Sunday evening 6 p.m.,
Thursday 7 p.m.
Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach
Inter-Denominational
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Christian Science Society
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace
Wednesday Testimonials
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month
The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
Sun. 9 a.m., STT. 776-2379
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard
Cruz Bay Baptist Church
Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship,
Tuesday 7 p.m.
Bible Study 693-8884
Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m.
776-6731
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Sat. 6 p.m., Sun. 7:30 & 9:30 a.m.,
Spanish Mass 5:30 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.
776-6339
St. John Methodist Church
Sunday 10 a.m
693-8830
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays
779-4477
St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m.,
Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230
St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sundays, 7:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.
Every 1st Sunday: Service 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.
777-6306

Emmaus Moravian Church
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
776-6332

Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m.
Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays
340-715-0530

Word of Faith Church
Word of Faith International
Christian Center, Sundays 7:30 a.m.
Gifft Hill SchoolCall 774-8617

Ferry Schedules
Cruz Bay to Red Hook
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Red Hook to Cruz Bay
Every hour on the hour from 6 a.m. to 12 a.m.
Cruz Bay to Downtown Charlotte Amalie

Leaves
Cruz Bay
8:45 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
3:45 p.m.
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Leaves
Charlotte Amalie
10 a.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m

Subscription Form
• TO SUBSCRIBE •

St. John TRADEWINDS Newspaper
Send Check Payable to Tradewinds Publishing,
P.O. Box 1500, St. John, VI 00831

1 year subscription $70.00 USD
Name _______________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________________________
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Business Directory
Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987
or locally 340-776-6152

Island Getaways
888-693-7676, islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com
Suite St. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486
VIVA Vacations
tel. 779-4250
P.O. Box 1747, STJ, VI 00831

Air-Conditioning

Dr. Cool 340-715-COOL (2556)
One call for all your air-conditioning
refrigeration and appliance needs

Architecture

Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI 00831
Barefoot Architect, Inc.
tel. 693-7665 fax 693-8411
P.O. Box 1772, STJ, VI 00831

Art/Galleries

Maho Bay Art Center
tel. 776-6226
Offering Art Classses

Banking

Scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552

Beauty/Spa

Beauty Lounge Salon & Spa
776-0774 www.stjohnbeautylounge.com
Located in Mongoose Junction
Westin Resorts & Villas
Spa Services
tel. 693-8000, ext. 1903/1904

Building Products
St. John Hardware
tel. 693-8780 fax 776-6685
Located at The Marketplace

Galleries

Maho Bay Art Center
tel. 776-6226 - Glass blowing, pottery,
recycled art, tie dye, paper making

Health

St. John Eye Care - 779-2020
27 years serving Virgin Islanders
Dr. Craig Friedenberg

Insurance

Theodore Tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry

R&I Patton goldsmithing
776-6548 or (800) 626-3455
pattongold.com, Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping

Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI 00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com
Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI 00831
info@islandiarealestate.com
John McCann & Associates
tel. 693-3399 fax 888-546-1115
Located at Wharfside Landing
www.RealEstateOnStJohn.com
RE/MAX Island Paradise Realty
tel. 775-0949 fax 888-577-3660
P. O. Box 646, STJ, VI 00831
info@remaxipr.com

Restaurants

Concordia Cafe, 693-5855
Happy Hour 4:30-6pm
Dinner 6-8:30pm Tues-Sat

Alfredo’s Landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Fish Trap Restaurant
and Seafood Market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

La Tapa
tel. 693-7755
Open Wednesday-Monday

Propertyking
tel. 643-6348
Landscaping & Irrigation

Ronnie’s Pizza and Mo’
tel. 693-7700 Call for Delivery
Located in Boulon Center

Property Manager

Skinny Legs
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Cimmaron Property Management
tel. 340-715-2666
St. John’s Premier Property Manager
Seaview Vacation Homes, Inc.
tel. 340-776-6805; 1-888-625-2963
www.seaviewhomes.com

Real Estate

American Paradise Real Estate
tel. 693-8352 fax 693-8818
P.O. Box 8313, STJ, VI 00831
info@americanparadise.com
Cruz Bay Realty
tel. 693-8808 fax 693-9812
P.O. Box 66, STJ, VI 00831
info@cruzbayrealty.com

Sun Dog Cafe
tel. 693-8340
Located at Mongoose Junction

Retail

Sugar Birds
340-776-6909
Located at Mongoose Junction

Services

C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047
Located in Coral Bay

Debbie Hayes, GRI
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com
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– Fine Properties for Sale in the Coral Bay Area –

n PARADISE ON THE ROCKS – Solidly

built, mid island location with mountain valley
and sea views. 2 units, upper is 2x2, lower level
spacious 1 bedroom apartment. .......... 1.495m

n SPYGLASS – Popular short term rental
on hillside overlooking Coral Harbor with
expansive north views. 2 x 2 with concrete
pool .................................................... 1.195m

n WHALE
WATCH
–
Pristine
water views
from pristine
East
End.
Custom masonry home
with many
comfor table
outdoor living areas. Upper level is 1x2, lower
has separate apartment. Meticulously maintained. ................................................1.375m

n CASA FIESTA – Location! Location!
Location! Views near and far, three bedrooms,
three baths. Huge upside potential $850,000

EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
ISLA VISTA

Exceptional 5 bedrm,
4.5 bath Gated Villa
atop Caneel Hill. Seller is
Licensed Real Estate Broker.

VILLALLURE

Office: 340 714 5808

Impressive 5 bedrm,
Cell: 340 642 5995
7 bath European Style www.StJohnVIRealEstate.com
Villa in Coral Bay
DebbieHayes@DebbieHayes.com

Caribbean

For reservations
or brochures

Contact DEBBIE HAYES, GRI, Your Licensed U.S. Virgin Islands Real Estate Broker
DebbieHayes-TW 12.21.09.indd 1

1-800-338-0987

12/14/09 10:21:42 PM

Tradewinds Subcriptions

Call 340-776-6494 • We Accept VISA & MasterCard

Providing professional rental management
and marketing services for St. John’s finest
vacation villas and condominiums.

Villas & Resor t s
MANAGEMENT CO.

For St. John
business call

340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m
Lumberyard Complex
P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

We’re
Sold on
St. John!

Founded in 1985

Gretchen Labrenz

Margie Labrenz

Susanne Kirk

Tammy Pollock

800-569-2417 • 340-693-8808 • www.cruzbayrealty.com

A BEST BUY! – Well built, poured concrete cottage with lovely covered wraparound porch in Estate
Carolina. Tile floors, louvered windows w/complete hurricane shutters, flat lot for gardening & concrete slab
in place for future garage & expansion. Only $349,000.

CBR HOME LISTINGS

CHRISTY ANN – New rental villa in upscale neighborhood. Masonry construction with low maintenance features. three bedroom/two baths, large covered veranda,
spa, 20’ vaulted ceiling in greatroom, ample room for expansion. $1,595,000.
LUMINARIA – Luxurious ridge-top villa with incredible
views of North shore and down island. Large pool with
waterfall, 3 bedroom/ bath suites, 4 car garage, gated
entry, beautiful furnishings and landscaping, vacation
rental history. $2,495,000.
PERELANDRA – Excellent 2 bd/2 bath rental villa high
above Cruz Bay. Stunning water views, privacy, lovely pool
set in lush gardens. A good buy at $1,050,000.
CHOCOLATE HOLE –Masonry 2 bd/2 bath home w/
carport/workshop, on an absolutely gorgeous 0.86 acre lot
with panoramic views. End of the road privacy. $975,00.
CALYPSO del SOL – Very successful rental villa w/
excellent views of Chocolate Hole Bay & St. James
islands. Newer masonry home with 3 bdrms / 3 baths, large
screened porch, A/C, beautiful pool & hot tub. $1,950,000.
NAUTILUS – Dramatic WATERFRONT setting on Maria Bluff. 3 bd/2 bath masonry
villaED
w/large wraparound
NT RACT
CO
veranda, spa, sunrise
to sunset views, 1.25 acre, tile roof,
circular drive. $1,495,000.
SEASCAPE – Fantastic location on Bovovoap Pt!
Spacious 2 bd main house w/lap pool, plus a separate
caretaker’s cottage. Panoramic sunset views, privacy.
$1,495,000.
AURORA – Luxurious 4 bd/4bath masonry villa on
Contant Pt. Enjoy 180' views from Great Cruz Bay to
St. Thomas, great privacy, pool, multiple outdoor areas,
excellent vacation rental history. $1,995,000.
VILLA ROMANCE – Brand new, lux 4 bd pool villa,
features exquisite design, craftsmanship, tile roof, coral
flooring, columns, fountains & sunsets over Chocolate
Hole Bay. $2,999,000.
WATERFRONT WITH DOCK – Concrete 3 bd/2 bath
home, on large, flat 1 ac.flat lot, with direct access the bay
at your door step. Now only $1,250,000.
CHEZ SHELL – Charming 3 bd / 3 bath, w/gorgeous
sunset views, & prime Great Cruz Bay location. This
beautifully decorated, & maintained rental villa has marble floors, A/C, custom cabinetry, inviting spa & excellent
floor plan. $1,295,000.
TESSERACT – Popular 3 bdrm / 3 bath rental home w/
fantastic lap pool & panoramic views from Hart Bay to St.
ED multiple decks,
CTrooms,
NT RA
CO
Thomas. Comfortable
layout,
large
privacy & extensive landscaping. $1,200,000.
STONE HOUSE – Unique native stone 3 bd/3 bath villa
w/covered rotunda, freeform pool, and spectacular Coral
Bay views. $1,800,000. With adjacent parcel $2,100,000.
PLUMB GUT – 1 bd/1 bath home w/adjacent 1X1
cottage. Lush setting on eastern side of Bordeaux.
$574,000.

BOATMAN POINT – Masonry 4 bd. home on spectacular
1 ac. waterfront site with amazing views & outstanding
neighborhood. $2,795,000.
WINDSONG – Stately Boatman Pt. villa, w/separate
cottage, situated on a 1ac parcel w/panoramic views. 6
bdrms., 7 baths, huge pool, fully furnished. $3,495,000
BORDEAUX MT. – Family home w/3 bd./2 baths, large
porch, water view, ½ ac. lot w/large trees. $575,000.
GOLDEN DRAGON – Beautiful stone villa w/exceptional
craftsmanship. 4 bds./4 baths, infinity pool, multi patios &
decks, lush gardens, Pt. Rendezvous location. $2,195,000.

CBR CONDO LISTINGS

BETHANY CONDO – Spacious, free-standing 2 bd/2
bath unit w/ amazing views, new common pool. $495,000.
GALLOWS POINT CONDO – Waterfront, 1/bd/1 bath
condo in resort setting. Pool, restaurant, swimmable
beach, hotel amenities. $695K.
SELENE’S – Ideal in town location, w/parking, for living/
rental or business. Terrific views. Reduced to $399K!

CBR LAND LISTINGS

CANEEL HILL – Gorgeous panoramic views. Improved
property w/driveway & foundation slabs in place for 4 bedroom villa. Paved roads, underground utilities. $580K.
DITLEFF POINT – Extraordinary sites on magnificent
peninsula w/sandy beach, gated entry, beautiful landscaping, and incredible views. Prices start at $895,000.
KLEIN BAY – Small upscale neighborhood, gorgeous
views, commonly owned beach. $799K & $995K.
WATERFRONT ON MONTE BAY – Spectacular 13.44
ac. site, ideal for private estate or subdivision. $3,400,000.
CRUZ BAY TOWN – Walk to Frank Bay, R-4 zoning. $249K.
CHOCOLATE HOLE – Water views, ½ ac. $299K & $379K.
GLUCKSBERG – Gentle grade, ½ ac., lg. trees. $130K.
POINTRENDEZVOUS–Outstandingviews.$375K&$415K.
LEINSTER BAY – 2 lots on Johnny Horn Trail. $225K
& $329K.
ZOOTENVAAL – Hurricane Hole views, paved road. $400K.
GREAT CRUZ BAY – 1.05 acre site w/fantastic harbor views & architectural plans. Walk to dingy landing.
$895,000.
FLANAGAN’SPASSAGE–2beautifulsites.$299K–$350K.
ESTATE FISH BAY – Many parcels to choose from, starting at $150K. Call US for a complete list.
ESTATE CAROLINA/EMMAUS – Time to buy.
Affordable lots, with water views, $88k and up.

CBR BUSINESS LISTINGS

FABRIC MILL – Very successful clothing business, established in 1982, in Mongoose Junction. Price includes
inventory & equipment, owner will train: $150,000.
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WATERFRONT ”LA DOLCE VITA” is
an
exceptionally
charming 3 bedroom property on
the water’s edge
with the possibility
of boat mooring. 376
ft. pristine shoreline.
Panoramic.
W-1
zoning allows com$1,995,000
mercial uses.

”SEABISCUIT” is a winner! Charming
2x2 Caribbean style masonry villa with
panoramic
views, very private pool & hot
tub. Breezy location convenient to Coral
Bay. Walk to
shoreline wa$995,000
tersports.

“SAGO COTTAGE” adorable Caribbean
style masonry cottage with
w o n d e rful down
island
v i e w s
and great
rental his$975,000
tory.

3 UNIT INCOME PRODUCER! Near
town, all masonry. Top floors each 3 bedrooms with
decks, A/C,
plus lower
studio. Renovated 2003:
Corian counters,
new
appliances &
$685,000
tile floors.

“VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES” Gated sub-division, sunset
views. Can build FRACTIONAL HOME! Paved roads. 3
from $335,000
“LOVANGO CAY” Waterfront & hillside properties; upscale
amenities including barge docks, paved roads, undrgrd
utilities beach & views. From $425,000
“CHOCOLATE HOLE” VIEW LOTS Sunrise to Sunset. 2
adjoining breezy lots. Hart Bay east and St. Thomas west
views. From $425,000.
“ESTATE CONCORDIA” hillside sites with stunning views
ranging from the BVIs, down St. John’s eastern coast to
Ram’s Head , St. Croix. From $550,000
“LIME TREE BAY BEACHFRONT” 2 Parcels (.79 ac.)
EAST END LAND Parcels in Privateer Bay and on far East End. Coral Bay views and with 435’ shoreline have their own secluded pocket beach
underground utilities. From $285,000
plus direct access to white sand beach! Approximately
“FISH BAY” 3 large parcels. Views, breezes and paved access. One includes cistern slab, 435’ shoreline with very gentle grade. GREAT swimming,
well, active plans/permits. From $369,000
snorkeling and boating. $875,000

“MILL VISTA – CAROLINA” Easy access & build on Centerline Rd.
$
“EMMAUS - SEAGRAPE HILL” Great dual water views 0.387 ac.
$
“RENDEZVOUS & DITLEFF” Sunset views & gentle site .649 acre
$
“LEAST EXPENSIVE WATERFRONT”! Gentle slope, 4 min. walk to beach
$
“SUGAR APPLE WEST” Harbor views gentle ½ ac. with Topo
$
“FREEMAN’S GROUND” DOWN ISLAND VIEWS .76 ac. Upper & lower access $
“CALABASH BOOM” .4 ac. GREAT views, private. Topo map
$
“GREAT CRUZ BAY” Westin Resort beach access! .78 ac.
$
“BEAUTIFUL EAST END” Views to Coral Harbor, deeded access to waterfront $
“BOATMAN POINT WATERFRONT” East facing w/cobble bch, .72 ac. Topo included. $

125,000
169,000
274,900
298,000
299,000
425,000
475,000
499,000
595,000
795,000

VD

“VISTAERO” offers total privacy with
breathtaking views over Rendezvous
Bay & St.
Thomas.
5
spacious bedroom suites,
huge
pool,
gazebo & hot
tub make this
a top rental
$2,395,000
villa.

D

VD

WATERFRONT ON DEVERS BAY!
“CHOCOLATE BLISS” (5x5) Private, extremely quiet
masonry/
stone home
has all the
amenities one
would desire
on over an
acre of gently
$2,950,000
sloped land.

D

VD

BEACHFRONT “HARBOUR VIEW” has
upscale amenities/ luxury lifestyle/
elegant décor. Private 1 ac. estate is
beautifully
landscaped, and affords
direct beach access,
views of Great Cruz
Bay harbor. Boating and swimming
at your doorstep!
$3,485,000
Walk to Westin.

D

VD

“CONTENTMENT” Fabulous custom
8,000 sq. ft. villa close to Cruz Bay, 6
bdrms,
6.5
baths,
designer
detail
and furnishings
throughout!!!.
Spectacular
views of Pillsbury Sound &
$3,780,000
St. Thomas.

D

VD

CATHERINEBERG’S
“CINNAMON
RIDGE” 5 bedroom villa on 1+ private
acre, bordered
by National Park,
features stunning north shore
views, pool w/
waterfall, spa,
easy access to
Cinnamon Bay
$4,900,000
beach.

D

D

VD

WATERFRONT “PRESIDIO DEL MAR”
on Peter Bay Point, has private path to
pristine beach.
Spectacular new,
gated estate on
1.63 acres with
exceptional privacy, surrounded
by 645’ shoreline
and
National
$32,000,000
Park waters.

“FISH BAY” 4X2 INCREDIBLE VALUE!
Huge panoramic views and a quiet, private, breezy
location
that
borders Nature
Conservancy property
make this
home
a
$595,000
must see!

“UPPER MONTE BAY ESTATES” 7 Spectacular private
parcels above Rendezvous Bay; paved road, stone walls &
underground utilities. From $999,000
“PETER BAY ESTATES” Exquisite home sites with
breathtaking views over the North Shore, BVI & cays
between. Prices from $1,850,000.
SELLER FINANCING WITH GREAT TERMS!
“HAULOVER” BEACHFRONT 2.24 acre sub-dividable
borders National Park! AMAZING VIEWS! $1,999,000
“SABA BAY” WATERFRONT & HILLSIDE Incredible
BVI views! 12 acre sub-divideable waterfront lot for
$9,999,000 plus 4 hillside lots available from $699,000
“DREEKETS BAY ESTATES” spectacular BVI views,
excellent roads, underground utilities, stone walls,
planters, common beach. Minutes from Coral Bay. 12 lots
from $399,000

“CONCH VILLAS”: Why pay rent?
Opportunity to own a 2br, 1ba &/or
a 1br, 1ba condo
close to Cruz Bay!
Purchase one for
yourself and stop
throwing
money
away on rent or
$225,000 & purchase both for
additional income.
$240,000
Ask about “MUST SELL
BEST BUY” SITUATIONS
Call or email today for info!
OWN A MONTH (OR MORE) in
a 3 or 4 bedroom luxury home.
Magnificent views and sunsets
from 3 homes with all amenities,
pools w/waterfalls and spas.
Deeded 1 month ownerships
from $69,000.
WESTIN RESORT TIMESHARES:
Own a week, a month, or more &
enjoy all the resort amenities!
Most unit sizes and weeks
available. Priced from $5,000.

For a complete list oF all st. John mls properties, DVD tours oF the properties, anD/or a copy oF our newsletter call or e-mail us.
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.
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Voted “BEST REAL ESTATE
AGENCY ON ST. JOHN” 2008

ADURO Cute Caribbean cottage in a tranquil CAROLINA Views to BVI. Well maintained BAREFOOT New 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath guest NEW ''BLUE CARIBE'' Successful short term BLUE HEAVEN 3 BR, 3 BA with hot tub
rental home with gourmet kitchen and with overlooking Rendezvous Bay; Caribbean cute
setting. Water views of Fish Bay. 3BR/2BA on 2-unit cottage, 1x1 plus studio, ALL OFFERS cottage in quaint neighborhood. $599,000.
CONSIDERED! $585,000
views of Coral Bay harbor. $615,000
.27 acres. $710,000.
popular vacation rental $769,000
MYSTIC RIDGE 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath,
dramatic views, short distance to North Shore
beaches, cooling breezes $2,175,000.
ISLAND MANOR Hear the surf. 4 BRs,
elegant furnishings,multilevel plan offers
privacy. $1,499,000
CRUZ BAY Prime .75 acre, 3 BR, pool &
panoramic views. Zoned R-4 for development. $2,950,000
MARBELLA Expansive St. Thomas sunset
views, 3 bdrms w/ en suite baths. Open style,
all on one level, Central A/C. $2,850,000
CVISTA Magnificent open air 4 bdrm villa
above tendezvous Bay. Stunning residence
exudes comfort, class & elegance. $3,895,000
ELLISON BIG PRICE REDUCTION New
construction in the Virgin Grand. Generous
floor plan w/3 levels of living space.3 suites.
$2,190,00

C O N D O S

NEW! MILL RIDGE exudes quality,
Caribbean design, mahogany throughout,
Chicago Brick & Island stone. Masonry 2 BR/2
BA, office, 2 car garage, pool & cabana.
$1,695,00
GARDEN BY THE SEA B&B, West Indian
gingerbread architecture & island furnishings.
Owners apartment plus 3 income producing
units. Room for expansion. $1,800,000
VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES Brand new villa
nearing completion. 4 master suites, top shelf
furnishings, granite counter tops & travertine
floors. $3,450,000
FLANAGAN'S PASSAGE VILLA 3 BR,
3.5 BA villa, superior craftsmanship, Spanish
tile roof, 180° views, pool & hot tub $2,850,000
INN LOVE Beautiful Great Cruz Bay with
sunset views! 5 BD/5BA with pool & spa.
Impressive recent renovations $1,195,000.

HOMES

RAINBOW PLANTATION A private, family
estate house on 1.6 acres. Features one of the
largest private pools on St. John (w/diving board,
& wet bar). Mature landscaping. $1,650,000
WATERFRONT RETREAT Privateer Bay.
3BR/3BA masonry beach house steps from the
water. Paved roads & u/g utilities. $1,050,000
CINNAMON DAY DREAMS! Located in
Nat’l Pk boundaries of Catherineberg on 1 acre.
2BR/2.5BA & office. Immaculate! $2,395,000
FUN & CONTENTMENT 180° views. Tiled
pool deck, 2 AC. suites & mahogany
hardwoods Plans for 3 more bdrms. $1,235,000
PLUMERIA Sunsets! 3 BR/3BA masonry pool
villa. Set privately in lush gardens, fenced yard,
boarding greenspace. 2-car garage $1,499,000
VILLA TESORI Luxurious custom home,
uncompromising quality, exquisite finishings,
sweeping views. 5 BR/5BA. $4,395,000

WATERFRONT MARIA BLUFF Villa Belvedere
Commanding views, year-round sunsets,
pool, spa, deck, 3BR/3.5BA. $2,750,000
AMOROSA A brilliant Tuscan inspired villa
in the midst of the National Park in Peter Bay.
Sweeping views, deeded walking path to the
beach, 4 bedrooms, 5 baths. $7,450,000
WATERFRONT! Chill in the oceanfront pool
while gazing out upon excellent bay views.
Lush tropical gardens. 3 BR/2BA. $1,295,000
L'ESPRIT DE LA VIE Glorious sea views in
desirable Pt. Rendezvous. Smart and efficient
design. 4BR/4� BA, pool, spa. $2,950,000
YOUR OWN SECLUDED BEACH Just steps
to Hart Bay, "Rendezview" features 4 BR/4BA
with a lower 3BR beach house. $2,895,000
MULTI UNIT 2 unit (2x2+1x1) masonry home
overlooking Carolina Valley. Ideal for starter
home with 2nd unit for rental income. $679,000

ONE OF THE BEST DEALS ON ST. JOHN!
LA BELLA VITA is a spectacular
TED villa in the
RAC
Virgin Grand CEstates,
ONT 4 a/c identical master
suites & breathtaking views of STT. $2,250,000
AMANI Spectacular sunsets, 180° views,
prestigious Maria Bluff, 3 bdrms w/baths
located in the main building, plus private
self-contained guest cottage $2,295,000
UPPER CAROLINA 3 BR/2BA. Expansive
views. Master suite, living area & kitchen on
upper level. Lower level: 2 BR, living area &
kitchen. A/C. $675,000
COTTAGE One of the least expensive
homes on the market! Great starter home with
room to expand. Adjacent parcel with 2 unit
masonry home also available. $279,000
QUACCO Brand new 3 BR, 4 bath masonry
home in Flanagan's Passage. Great views
with many amenities. Sleeps 12. $1,999,000
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Meredith Pridgen

(Clockwise from Top Left): The Cup itself stands tall; Oracle on a wing in the wind;
the crew readies for anything; Team Alinghi in light air; and Oracle in calm waters.

America’s Cup — The Purest Race In Decades
Continued from Page 12
Canal to be delivered to Spain.
Reconnaissance is part of the game in the Cup, and both
teams had devoted huge assets to spying on one another.
An American spy was actually imprisoned in Switzerland
after he was discovered taking photos of the Swiss boat.
Despite this, and other acts of espionage, neither team
had a good idea of who would win. Neither did we.
After the build up, the years of court cases, the finale
was anticlimactic.
Rule books are as important for telling one what they
can’t do, as much as for what one can. Alinghi and Bertarelli felt it was their right, lacking guidance otherwise, to
run races in conditions that they thought favored them.
What their spying did tell them was that there was a
very narrow window, two to three-feet seas and seven to
nine-knots of wind, no more, no less, that significantly
favored them, and they wouldn’t race in anything but.
That first day in Valencia, under bright blue skies and
a gentle breeze of five to seven knots, we bobbed for five
hours waiting for the race committee to start the race.
They didn’t race.
The next scheduled race day, the race committee postponed racing before anyone even left the dock, citing the
“hazardous conditions” (waves of three to four feet). As
an Oracle team member put it, he would have sent his
child out sailing in an Optimist. Benign, to say the least.
With hope fading, we ventured out on the next scheduled race day aboard the media boat. Early indications
were not favorable and there was another postpone-

ment. The conditions, though, evolved into what Alinghi
thought were favorable to them.
The postponement flag came down, the warning sound
was given. Racing was (finally) going to happen.
Sitting on the media boat those first few moments of
racing was amazing. It was King Kong vs. Godzilla, the
Clash of the Titans. The boats were biblical in scale. The
two boats entered the start box, the American boat steered
by Australian wunderkind James Spithill, the Swiss boat
by team owner Ernesto Bertarelli.
Unlike most expected, they entered into the nautical
equivalent of hand-to-hand battle. It was a “dial up,” a
close quarters game of brinksmanship. Alinghi blinked
first and were penalized for it.
In the mayhem, Alinghi sped away — with a 360 degree penalty turn still to make — while Oracle was left
stuck head to wind, in irons. Alinghi crossed the start line
1 minute and 47 seconds ahead of the American team,
nearly offsetting their penalty.
Alinghi sailed past us, flying a hull and traveling upwind at 20 knots. Oracle, finally powering up and flying
two hulls, suddenly came rumbling behind Alinghi, and
a mere 15 minutes into the race had come from behind
and passed the Swiss boat. They sailed higher and faster,
a potent combo.
The knowledgeable, though, would say that the Swiss
would be faster downwind. It was not over ‘til it was
over. There was everything to fight for.
The American boat reached the top mark — the halfway point — a full three minutes ahead of the Swiss (who
still had a penalty turn to make).

But would that be enough?
The American boat, surprisingly, was even faster
downwind. In a mere eight knots of breeze it was flying
both hulls and sailing at up to 30 knots downwind.
The race was over. The wing was king. The American
boat won by over 15 minutes. A drubbing. An embarrassment. The speed differential between the two boats was
10 percent. Unheard of in modern Cup racing.
In the next race Alinghi was again (embarrassingly)
awarded a penalty in the pre-start. There were a few brief
moments of drama, but in the end Alinghi crossed the finish line five minutes after Oracle.
Unfortunately, history will remember Alinghi’s performance as “Did Not Finish,” because they did not do their
penalty turn (considered an act of poor sportsmanship).
Traditionally the Cup had always been about two countries racing, with the fastest boats those countries could
build representing them.
The titans of industry bankrolled the teams, and recruited hired guns to sail them. And so it was again, in
Valencia, for two days in February.
As the Cup moves on, it is unclear what direction Larry Ellison will take it. There are hopes and rumors it will
be in San Francisco, or San Diego, or even back to its
long time home in Newport, Rhode Island.
It may be in multihulls again. A (valid) challenger has
been signed already as the official challenger: The “Latin
Rascals,” headed by Mascalzone Latino. They are currently negotiating the “Protocol” for the next event. What
is clear is that we won’t see the Cup as pure and undiluted
a sailing battle again for a long time.

