
U. S. Gunboat “Cimerone” 
St. John’s River, Fla. 
October 2nd 1862 
 
Sir 
I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order, I ascended the river yesterday 
with this vessel accompanied by the “Water Witch” and “Uncas” for the purpose of 
making a reconnaissance of the Forts at St. John’s Bluff. 
 
The result of my observations were such as led me to believe that they are four or five 
heavy guns mounted at that place, besides either one or two rifled pieces, and that since 
the last engagement with the Flotilla under your command, one, if not more, battery has 
been erected below the principal battery on the Bluff. 
 
On my reaching abreast of Sister’s Creek, the Batteries opened a heavy and well directed 
fire, principally from the heaviest of their guns, the missils [sic] striking all around the 
“Cimerone,” their fuzes being so accurately timed, that the explosion of the Shells threw 
the water on our decks.  This vessel promptly responded to their fire, and the others, as 
their guns came within range. 
 
Owing to the adverse state of the of the [sic] tide and wind, combined with the bad 
steering qualities of this vessel, great difficulty was experienced in manoevering [sic] her, 
so as to bring all her battery in full effect.  While attempting this, when about two 
hundred yards above the entrance of Sister’s Creek, one got ashore, and notwithstanding 
all our exertions, we lay for fifteen minutes exposed to a raking fire from the Forts; and 
the “Water Witch” in coming up at the same time also unfortunately got aground.  By a 
sudden flaw of mind, providentially we payed off and got afloat, when I steamed down 
the River a hundred yards or so to take a new start, when it was reported to me that a gun 
had been fired from the “Paul Jones,” which had a signal flying, and in obedience to 
which I steamed just out of range of the Forts and dropped anchor, together with the 
“Water Witch” and “Uncas” after being under fire an hour and a half. 
 
I have to state that the conduct of the officers and crew of this vessel elicited my warmest 
commendation, and their coolness while we were ashore, exposed to a raking fire of the 
enemy, the shells bursting on all sides of us, (during which every evolution that the 
position required was performed in a satisfactory manner) called forth my surprise and 
admiration.   
 
It is with pleasure that I have no casualties to notify you of; our escape without loss 
appearing miraculous- the vessels in company supposing us to have been repeatedly 
struck, so well directed were the guns of the enemy. 
 
All of which, I most respectfully submit for your consideration. 
 
I am 
Very Respectfully 



Your Obt. Servt. [Obedient Servant] 
M. [Maxwell] Woodhull  
Commander U.S.N.  
 
Commander Charles Steedman 
Commdg. U.S. Flotilla 
St. John’s River 
Gunboat “Paul Jones” 
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