
Near Petersburg, July 18th [1864?] 
 
Dear Mother 
I received your letter written on the 3rd of this month yesterday.  It is the first that I have 
gotten since the one you wrote on the 3rd of June just one month apart.  I have not heard 
any thing of Mr. Savage.   He has not come here yet.   Perhaps he will turn up in a few 
days.  I hope so anyhow, for I should like to get the money you send by him for which I 
am very much obliged to you as I am in need of money as I wrote to you in my other 
letter.  Mr. S. belongs to Capt. Gary’s Company.  I guess he is in no hurry to get here.  I 
am afraid you were very uneasy about me, not hearing from me in so long a time after the 
fight at Petersburg which we were not in, but the Yanks had cut the R. R. [railroad] and 
there was no chance of sending a letter.  I will write often if possible and you must not be 
uneasy if you do not hear from me as the mails are very irregular.  I hear that the crops 
are very good in Florida [generally?]. I hope ours is good too.  
  
You must write me a full account of [Gattie’s?] marriage.  I want to hear all about it.  It 
has been a long time coming off but it has come to pass at last I suppose.   Give my best 
wishes to both the Bride & Bridegroom and tell them I wish them both long life & 
happiness.  I[f] only I could have been there to see the ceremony performed. 
 
I do not see any chance of our being sent back to Florida and I will be of age in less than 
a month now and I reckon you had better ask Jude D. [Judge Dawkins?] about 
administering upon Pa’s estate.  I do not know anything about it whether I can do so 
while I am in Va. [Virginia] or not.  You had better get his advice as to what is the best to 
be done, and as to my getting a furlough that is out of the question unless I am wounded 
which I hope will not be.  Tell Hen [Henry?] I will write him in a few days perhaps.  I am 
sorry my red Rooster is dead.  I want Hen to write me a long letter the next time.  We are 
out resting again but will have to go into the trenches again in a day or two.  I am in need 
of a pair of pants but I am in hopes we will draw in a day or two.  Write soon. 
 
Your Affectionate Son 
C.O. Bailey [Cosmo O. Bailey] 
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