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What’s Happening

•Oct 3-4: Softball Cham-
pionship Series

•October 10-13: Chero-
kee Day

•October 11: Open Water 
Swim

•Oct 16: VAT Training 
Workshop

•Oct 18: Monica Adder-
ley Fun Run, Walk & Pink 
Rose Relay

•Oct 25: Pink Rose Ball

Immigration Dept. 
Stages Sick-Out

By Timothy Roberts
There was a sick-out at the Immi-

gration Department in Marsh Harbour on 
September 17 as employees in the depart-
ment were upset over air-conditioning in 
the area having not been repaired for about 
a year.

According to one source, the air-
conditioning in the Immigration Depart-
ment has been a problem since the facil-
ity opened, always being too warm or too 
cold. Just over a year ago the problem 
worsened and fans were bought by the de-
partment to make it bearable.

After numerous requests to their head 
of department and various Ministers of 
Parliament, Immigration officers felt their 
demands were falling on deaf ears as noth-
ing has yet taken place to correct the prob-
lem.

Receiving no response, the officers 
decided to stage a sick-out and not show 
up for work for one day. A source said 
they received word that someone would be 
there by the following week, however, to 
date no one has been there to repair the 
air-conditioning.

The Abaconian reached out to the 
National Insurance Board (NIB), who is 
responsible for the building and its main-
tenance; however, they have not answered 
any questions regarding the air-condition 

Please see Immigration     Page 13

Business Outlook Talks Include 
Investment, Taxes and Port Project

Speakers, including the Hon. Michael Halkitis - Minister of State for Finance, Dennis Lightbourn - Abaco Chamber of Commerce, 
Hon. Khaalis Rolle - Minister of State for Investments in the Office of the Prime Minister and Robert Myers - Bahamas Chamber of 
Commerce and Employers Confederation’s Chairman shared their views on multiple issues  during the 2014 Abaco Business Outlook. 
Stories can be found: A5, A6, A7, A15, A17 and B13.

CAPS Teachers Protest

Above: Teachers at the largest elementary school on Abaco protested throughout the 
week of Sept 22-26. Their chief complaint being that teachers are now required to be to 
work at 8:30 am as opposed to 8:45 am. The Hon. Jerome Fitzgerald, Min. of Education, 
visited Abaco during the protest. Also of note is an alleged mold problem making teachers 
sick at CAPS. See Section B Page 5.
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By Timothy Roberts
The $12 million Central Abaco Mini-

Hospital has drawn close to being finished, 
but presently work has stopped due to a 
lack of payment to the contractor.

Construction began in April 2012 and 
was slated to be completed in 60 weeks (by 

Central & All Abaco
Mini-Hospital Construction at Stand-Still

June 2013); however, that and other dead-
lines have come and gone without a word 
from the government up to press time on 
when it will now be completed.

Meanwhile the Marsh Harbour Gov-
ernment Clinic building's condition contin-
ues to deteriorate bringing with it concerns 

of its ability to continue serving the needs 
of the growing community.

Sources indicate that the contractor, 
Coastline Construction, has not been paid 
since February of this year. Despite lack of 
payment, Coastline worked on the hospital 
until early July.

It was also said that the facility is 
about 90 percent finished and that the ma-
jority of work left to complete entails inte-
rior work as adjustments may be required 
to suit the medical equipment when it ar-
rives.

Former Minister of Health, Dr. Hu-
bert Minnis, said in 2012 that the construc-
tion of the community hospital will replace 
the existing clinic in Marsh Harbour.

“Through the Public Hospitals Au-
thority, the facility will provide improve-
ments and advancements in tele-medicine 
and tele-radiology for this area; it will al-
low for the rotation of specialists in New 
Providence to Marsh Harbour, while also 
allowing for the bridging and expansion of 
electronic medical records, numerous out-
patient surgical procedures and expanded 
ante-natal care delivery.

“All residents of Abaco, including 
those who presently access private health 
services will benefit from the new and ex-
panded services this facility will provide,” 
Dr. Minnis added.

Meanwhile an identical facility was 
built in Exuma, which started construc-
tion around the same time, and is closer 
to opening. Minister of State for Finance, 
Michael Halkitis conducted a tour on Sep-
tember 20 to inspect the facility which has 
medical equipment installed.

Above: the Abaco Mini-Hospital. Work has currently stopped while the contractor waits for payment from the government. They last 
received payment in February 2014. The facility is roughly 90% complete.
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FURNITURE PLUS

By Canishka Alexander
The Abaco Business Outlook 2014 

was held at Abaco Beach Resort on Sept. 
24 under the theme: “Charting the Course 
for Growth in Abaco.” Before speakers 
were called on to deliver their presenta-
tions, the Abaco Men’s Choral opened 
the event with an impressive vocal perfor-
mance featuring a duet with Gentry Morris 
and Basil Been that included a remarkable 

Central & All Abaco
rendition of the National Anthem.

As the keynote speaker, the Hon. 
Michael Halkitis, Minister of State for Fi-
nance, addressed the audience on the topic 
of “Value Added Tax for a Modern Baha-
mas.” Minister Halkitis said that the Baha-
mas Government has embarked on a major 
structural reform of the Bahamian tax sys-
tem through the modernization of existing 
taxes as well as the introduction of a major 
new source of revenue.

“Tax reform will be an important fea-
ture of the business environment over both 
the near term and going forward beyond,” 
he shared. “The introduction of a new 
Value Added Tax (VAT) in The Bahamas 
indeed represents a landmark moment in 
the history of our nation.”

The heart of Minister Halkitis’ pre-
sentation was summed up under six key 
points: 1) the Government’s National De-
velopment Plan; 2) reform and moderniza-
tion of major existing taxes; 3) enhance-
ment containment and control of public 
expenditure; 4) key policy and administra-
tive elements of the VAT Bill; 5) tariff and 
excise rate reductions; and 6) preparations 
for VAT implementation.

Once introduced in January 2015 at 
the rate of 7.5 percent across the board, 
Minister Halkitis said that VAT will add 
to enhanced economic efficiency, stronger 
economic growth and job creation over 
time and will lead to the gradual elimina-
tion of the Government deficit and reduc-
tion in the burden of Government debt.

Included under the list of VAT ex-
emptions are financial services (credit and 
deposit/savings products); the sale or rental 
of a dwelling; education services including 
those rendered by a daycare business; the 

sale of vacant land; any services by a Gov-
ernment ministry, council, department, 
etc.; health care; religious services by an 
institution of religious worship; games of 
chance, gambling and lotteries.

Businesses that make $100,000 or 
more a year must be registered, and are 
subject to three filing periods. For busi-
nesses whose annual taxable sales exceed 
$5 million, they will file monthly; busi-
nesses exceeding $400,000, quarterly; and 
all other registrants on a semi-annual basis.

Because of the lowered VAT rate, the 
Government determined that across-the-
board reductions in tariffs and excises were 
not feasible at this time, however, there 
will be selective reductions in certain areas 
particularly building and medical supplies, 
articles of apparel, clothing and footwear, 
and various food items. Public service an-
nouncements (PSAs) will also be aired fre-
quently as part of their public awareness 
campaign.

Overall, Minister Halkitis said that 
the objective is to strengthen the tourism 
industry, promote additional foreign direct 
investment across the country, diversify 
the economy particularly in the agricul-
tural sector as well as the financial services 
sector, develop and expand The Bahamas’ 
yachting and shipping registries, expand 
investments in education and strengthen 
our national training through the National 
Training Agency.

Toward the end of his speech, Minis-
ter Halkitis acknowledged that the finances 
of the Government have to be returned 
to a position of sustainability in order to 
strengthen the confidence in The Bahamas 
as an attractive and secure place for invest-
ment.

Minister Michael 
Halkitis Addresses 
Government’s Plan 

for Value Added Tax

Above: Min. Halkitis spoke at the Abaco 
Business Outlook on Sept 24. He was the 
keynote speaker and shared the govern-
ment’s position on VAT.

Water and Sewerage 
Corporation Explains 

System Upgrades

By Jennifer Hudson
The Water and Sewerage Corpora-

tion, Abaco, is continuing the process of 
its upgrades to the system. Barrington 
Murphy, Area Manager for Abaco and the 
Cays, explained what these upgrades are 
going to mean to the people of Abaco. Mr. 
Murphy began by stating the fact that ev-
ery summer the corporation is challenged 
in its production capabilities owing to 
greater demand for water due to the hot-
ter weather and children being home from 
school. Despite these challenges, he stated 
that the Corporation is already providing a 
high standard of service and is working to 
improve even more. It is presently running 
at an 80% efficiency rating and that rating 
should soon be up to 95%.

The Central Abaco Area:
Whereas the corporation was previ-

ously under-producing, the installation of 
two additional pumps will allow it to now 
keep pace and keep storage levels replen-
ished. The water demand in Marsh Har-
bour is 1.2 million gallons a day and the 
corporation is now producing between 1.4 
and 1.5 million gallons a day so the surplus 
is kept in storage. There is a 700,000 gal-
lon storage capacity and the storage levels 
are steadily increasing.

There have been problems over the 
years when the Bahamas Electricity Cor-
poration goes down since water production 
capabilities are then halted. The water flow 

Please see Water                Page  6
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FULL SERVICE MARINA
• 60 Deepwater Slips  • Fuel/ Oil/ Bait/ Ice

• Fresh Water  • Garbonzo Reef Bar

WATERFRONT VILLAS

Bahamian Breakfast - Sat. & Sun.

Enjoy a delicious dinner with us

Happy Hour 
Daily 

5 pm - 6 pm

Open Year Round

Come lounge at The Helm, our indoor bar

Boat House Restaurant

For local transporation to Sea Spray call VHF 16 or 366-0065
email : info@seasprayresort.com 

www.seasprayresort.com

White Sound, Elbow Cay

On the ocean & harbour 
Full kitchen/air cond/sat TV

One, two 
& three 

bedroom units 

Sea Spray will pick up from Hope Town

is dependent on BEC so when power outag-
es occur emergency generators are utilised 
both for the well fields and distribution. 
There was a challenge with the starting cir-
cuit on the distribution generator, but that 
has been solved and the generator is now 
functioning on full automatic. 

T h e 
generator pre-
viously had to 
be turned on 
manually but 
an auto-trans-
fer switch 
was ordered 
and with the 
ins t a l l a t ion 
of this the 

generator will come on automatically and 
so there will be less effect from the BEC 
outages which had previously plagued the 
corporation. “The shoring up of our emer-
gency generating systems will enable us to 
do an even better job.” Said Mr. Murphy.

“We are constantly working to be 
on the cutting edge and in Marsh Harbour 
we are installing a high efficiency variable 
frequency pump which will maintain pres-
sures above the norm reducing the likeli-
hood of low water pressure. This pump, 
which cost the corporation a substantial 
amount of money, has already been in-
stalled and we are now in the process of 
programming it.

Leaks are now being kept to a mini-
mum in Marsh Harbour due to aggressive 
leakage controls. Our leakage control team 
is on the ground eight hours a day.”

Central & All Abaco
Water                        From Page 5

Outlying Areas:
The Treasure Cay plant is currently 

functioning at capacity. The plant also 
serves Green Turtle Cay and is, accord-
ing to Water and Sewerage, providing ac-
ceptable levels of performance. There is, 
however, a major problem at Treasure Cay 
with a storage tank leak. 

“We have had several major compa-
nies trying to repair it but so far without 
success. However, a company from Tam-
pa is coming in which will be able to take 
care of the problem. We are installing six 
additional zone control bars to limit the in-
cidence of communitywide outages. This 
will enable us to shut off certain areas so 
when work is necessary in one area we can 
isolate the area where the leaks are so that 
the entire community will not be without 
water,” Explained Mr. Murphy.

In the smaller areas of Blackwood, 
Fire Road and Coopers Town there are 
negligible challenges. There is, however, 
a problem in the area from Cedar Harbour 
to Fox Town and on down to Crown Ha-
ven where water quality is an issue. The 
water resources management unit has done 
surveys and assessment of the well systems 
and is waiting on their recommendations to 
find fresher water sources.

In Sandy Point and surrounding ar-
eas direct distribution techniques are being 
utilised. The corporation is in the process 
of constructing a pumping station for that 
area and all the equipment is in place so 
that it is now ready for activation. Activa-
tion has been delayed, however, because 
Water and Sewerage is waiting for a ship-
ment of transformers from BEC. This is a 
state-of-the-art facility and will be a more 
efficient system.

Pumping stations are in place at stra-
tegic locations between Sandy Point and 
Marsh Harbour and the corporation has 
approximately 10 separate production and 
distribution schemes running at the same 
time

Mr. Murphy is proud of his cadre of 
dedicated and committed persons within 
the corporation. His staff of 24 is respon-
sible for production, flows and pressures 
and ensuring that the quality is up to par. 

Abaco is the only island in The Baha-
mas responsible for 90% of the production 
of its water. 

There are RO (Reverse Osmosis) 
plants in Grand Cay, Sweeting’s Cay and 
Moore’s Island but all other areas are fed 
by the corporation itself. Abaco is growing 
and is now at a critical point. Everything 
has its design threshold and Central Abaco 
is at that point. Even in the outlying ar-
eas there is increased demand and we are 
working to keep pace with this demand. 
We are constantly battling to keep pace and 
are constantly working to be on the cutting 
edge assured Mr. Murphy.

The water 
demand in 
Marsh 
Harbour is 1.2 
million gallons 
a day.

By Canishka Alexander
The Hon. Khaalis Rolle, Minister of 

State for Investments in the Office of the 
Prime Minister, gave a presentation enti-
tled – “Developing the Family Islands:  A 
Focus on the Abacos” – at the Abaco Busi-
ness Outlook 2014 on Sept. 24.  

Minister Halkitis’ main question for 
the audience was: “Why is The Bahamas 
or Abaco attractive to investors?” His an-
swer was that the leading incentive is the 

Min. Rolle Praises 
Bakers, Updates 
on Winding Bay

Above: Hon. Khaalis Rolle speaking at 
the Abaco Business Outlook. He said in-
creased real estate sales mark a positive 
trend in Abaco.

Hotel Encouragement Act, which allows 
certain items to have duty-free concessions 
for foreign and Bahamian investors. In the 
area of real estate sales, he said things look 
promising.

“The year 2013 saw an increase in 
real estate sales when more than 78 per-
cent with the total figure exceeded $714 
million – once again New Providence and 
Abaco led the way with 49 percent and 
18 percent, respectively,” Minister Rolle 
revealed. “This positive change has con-
tinued in the new year, and 2014 looks 
promising with sales today exceeding $693 
million.”

He said Baker’s Bay is leading the 
way for Abaco, and that it has been a suc-
cess story in the Caribbean. During the 
global recession, he added that Baker’s 
Bay along with Albany in Nassau were 
heralded as two of the most successful de-
velopments, which were able to ride out 
the storm with very little impact to employ-
ment and pace of investment.

“Investments in that [Baker’s Bay] 
project totals $440 million, they currently 
employ 700 individuals, the contribution to 
the Treasury today is $46 million, and it is 
projected that Baker’s Bay will create up 
to $2 billion of investments over the life of 
this project.:

He continued with an update on the 
Abaco Club at Winding Bay where home-
owners, development partners, govern-
ment and Ritz Carlton representatives held 
a recent meeting to discuss how the devel-
opment could live up to its full potential as 
they await final approvals. Minister Rolle 
said that the total projected expenditure 
costs are estimated at $348 million with 
$123 million for the development budget 
and $225 million in residential construc-
tion.

He expressed his optimism in Aba-
co’s economic future that is closely aligned 
with a statement made by Prime Minister 
the Rt. Hon. Perry Christie.

“The prime minister usually says that 
he believes that there is one decision that 
separates Abaco from being the leading 
economy in The Bahamas, and I think that 
decision will begin with the approval of 
the Abaco Club on Winding Bay given the 
partners that are involved and given some 
of the plans that they have not only for the 
Abaco Club on Winding Bay, but other 
opportunities that we discussed with them 
we believe that Abaco will be on its way,” 
Minister Rolle said.

“The business outlook for Abaco 
looks extremely good.”



October 1, 2014      The Abaconian        Section A     Page 7

Marble and Granite 
counter tops, showers

and floors installed
Made in Marsh Harbour

Call 367-6867 or 367-4726
View installations 
on our web site:

abacomarbleandgranite.com

The Marsh Harbour/Spring City 
Town Committee has completed a project 
to restore and enhance the Crossing Beach 
area providing a nicer environment for lo-
cals and visitors.

The Crossing Beach Restoration 
Project began with a clean-up of the under 
brush and included tree trimming, and re-
moval of weeds and any debris.

The Committee is also adding park-
ing lot striping and signage, as well as the 
construction of six gazebos and a swing set 
for children to enjoy.

The Crossing is the only public beach 
in the Marsh Harbour area and Chairman 
Carl Archer said he wanted to enhance it 
and make it a place all locals could not 
only enjoy but be proud of.

Central & All Abaco

Town Committee 
Enhances Crossing Beach

Above: Marsh Harbour/Spring City Town Committee members left to right: Masanetie Jo-
seph, Henry Williams (Dept. Chairman), Carl Archer (Chairman) and Timothy Roberts.

Central Abaco Council

By David Ralph

The Central Abaco District Council 

held it monthly meeting on September 17.

Much time was spent working to re-

solve a business located on Crown Land 

slated to be residential. It was subsequent-

ly determined that the area was no longer 

slated for residential use, and therefore the 

business was not in violation of any law.

Chief Councillor George Cornish 

brought up the educational seminar spon-

sored by government for chief councillors, 

deputy chief councillors, Town Commit-

tee Chairmen and deputy chairmen, to be 

held in Nassau on September 29, 2014. He 

asked for topics of concern that he should 

inquire about while there. 

A residential plan for Pelican Shores 

was approved that had previously been 

deferred by Town Planning pending more 

information.

Local Government Updates

Town Planning, 
Central Abaco

By David Ralph
The Town Planning Board of the 

Cental Abaco District held its monthly 
meeting on September 25. Ten plans, all 
of a residential nature with an estimated 
construction value slightly over $1 million, 
were approved for building permits. 

Hope Town 
District Council 

By David Ralph
The Hope Town District Council held 

its monthly meeting on September 25. 
The Council passed a resolution ef-

fective November 1, 2014 banning the de-
livery of freight on the lower public dock 
in Hope Town. This consolidates all freight 
coming into the harbour to a single location 
at Sunshine Park, excepting any freight 
delivered to a private dock. This decision 
will improve passenger safety, allow easier 

small boat access, reduce damage to this 
dock by trucks and improve traffic condi-
tions on nearby roads.

The Council is considering restrict-
ing water deliveries by truck within Hope 
Town’s historic section daily between 12 
noon and 2 p.m. This is to improve mid-
day traffic since no vehicles can pass when 
the delivery truck is in the road pumping 
water.  

Recent actions by Council included 
replacement of channel markers to Hope 
Town’s harbour, repairing range lights for 
night boaters and had all street lights fixed.

In Town Planning matters, a two-
story 34 unit employee housing building 
was approved for the Baker’s Bay Golf and 
Ocean Club on Guana Cay.

Hope Town’s two improvement as-
sociations were complimented. The Elbow 
Cay Association and the Hope Town As-
sociation have made significant contribu-
tions. Outstanding examples include a ga-
zebo on each of the two public docks.

An application is expected for a web 
shop adjacent to the Methodist Manse in 
Hope Town. The Council members and the 
elders of the Methodist Church are watch-
ing carefully. Options for dealing with this 
were discussed.

The Council has allowed the police to 
use its small office in the Guana Cay settle-
ment. However, the police appear to have 
taken this space for their exclusive use and 
removed some of the furniture. The police 
will be advised that this is a local govern-
ment office that may be shared by them and 
other government agencies. 

By Canishka Alexander
At the Abaco Business Outlook 2014, 

David Johnson, CEO Bahamas Tourism 
Development Corporation tackled the 
theme of: “The Role of Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation to Stimulate Growth, 
Diversity, and Greater Bahamian Owner-
ship in the Tourism Sector.” Paraphrasing 
the late Jackson Burnside, Johnson empha-
sized that it is of great importance for us to 
understand what we are seeing and looking 
at. 

Gov’t Reveals Plans 
to Stimulate Growth 

in Tourism Sector

Above: David Johnson, CEO Bahamas 
Tourism Development Corporation speak-
ing at the Abaco Business Outlook.

Please see Tourism          Page  13
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Community Calendar
See TheAbaconian.com for More Events

•Oct 3-4: Abaco Softball Assoc. Champi-
onship Games
•Oct 10-13: Cherokee Days 
•Oct 11: Open Water Swim
•Oct 11: Christian Counselling Centre 
Mental Health Workshop
•Oct 16: VAT Training Work-
shop. New Vision - 9am-4pm
•Oct 18: Ardyss:A Bra Out
•Oct 18: Angels Academy School Fair
•Oct 18: Christian Counselling Centre 
Walk-A-Thon
•Oct 18: Monica Adderley Fun Run, Walk 
& Pink Rose Relay
•Oct 22: Port Dept. Visits Guana 
Cay
•Oct 24-26: Abaco Shelter Spay & Neuter 
Clinics
•Oct 25: Pink Rose Ball
•Nov 14-15: Agape Art Explosion

What will our country look 
like once we’ve given away all 
our land to fly-by-night “devel-
opers?” When we’ve dredged 
every reef? When we’ve filled 
in every blue hole? When just 
as fast as we build new, multi-
million dollar buildings we let 
“old” ones crumble into dis-
repair? What will our country 
look like?

What will our country 
sound like when only politi-
cians with bullhorns have a 
voice? When Bahamians are a 
minority in our schools? When 
only money talks? When shan-
ty towns are the largest sources 
of votes? What will our coun-
try sound like?

What will our country 
feel like when we’ve let every 
piece of our culture be warped 
and sold to the lowest bidder? 
When families can’t feel safe 

in their homes? When activists 
feel powerless? When we have 
no real representatives in Par-
liament? What will our coun-
try feel like?

What will our country 
smell like when we let the 
landfills overflow - because 
there is no proper manage-
ment? When hastily-laid, pun-
gent paint masks the seedy 
problems underneath? When 
the rot of corruption is left un-
checked? What will our coun-
try smell like?

What will our country 
taste like when the only thing 
left untaxed is the sickly sweet 
vice of gambling? When gro-
ceries are charged extra duty 
so our leaders can make trips 
to Las Vegas? What will our 
country taste like?

When politicians worry 
more about which one of their 
members isn’t towing the par-
ty line, versus caring about the 
real problems in our country, 
then we the people have to rely 
on our own senses. 

We must not be colour-
blind or deaf to the cries of the 
less fortunate. We must not be 
numb to the realities or turn 
our nose from what stinks in 
our country. If we speak to 
each other, open a dialogue 
and demand better – then the 
results can be sweet.
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Smile!
Dear Editor,
Again I ask for a little space 

in your much read paper.
In response to the ‘Flawed 

Systems’ letter to the editor in 
the September 15th issue, I do 
not write to criticize Ms. C. 
Alexander, on the contrary, 
her letter, from what I read, is 
to the point and is of concern 
to many who share her views. 

She mentioned rude atti-
tudes. How true that is. Even 
here in Marsh Harbour. I have 

been there and done that.
As a young man when I 

worked for Government, post 
office training school, Nassau, 
October 1967, a small plaque 
on the side read, ‘The Aim of 
a Good Counter Clerk is Cour-
tesy and Good Efficiency”. 
Good work is fine but better 
with good attitude! 

Smile, for Lord’s sake. We 
pay for the smiles. It makes a 
difference! God bless.

-Lee Lowe

Instagram of the Week

This photo, by Instagram user @dilly_mon2, 
edged out the competition by one point. 
Taken off Green Turtle Cay. For more photos 
from around Abaco be sure to follow 
The Abaconian on Instagram or Twitter!

Write to the editor: BradleyAlbury@gmail.com
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South Abaco
Abaco Club Sale to 

be Determined Soon

In under a month the Government of 
The Bahamas will make its final decision 
regarding the sale of The Abaco Club on 
Winding Bay. This was according to Min-
ister of State for Investments Khaalis Rolle 
who spoke at the 2014 Abaco Business 
Outlook.

The Abaco Club is currently owned 
by Marriott Vacations Worldwide Corpo-
ration (MVWC). Southworth Development 
LLC is the company in talks to purchase 
the multi-million dollar property.

Min. Rolle was optimistic about the 
sale, saying “The government is very op-
timistic about this partnership. The deal 
will completely jumpstart...and capture the 

original vision of the resort.”
The Club has, for several years, faced 

challenges. A legal dispute with the Abaco 
Club Homeowners Association revolved 
around the Club not meeting contractual 
obligations and neglect of the property. A 
proposed sale to the Homeowners Associa-
tion, for $28 million, fell through before 
Southworth Development negotiations be-
gan.

Speaking of the Abaco Club’s future, 
Min. Rolle said the Club was looking at a 
development budget of $128 million. He 
continued saying that and additional budget 
of $225 million was in place for anticipated 
residential construction.

Above: the Abaco Club at Winding Bay. Southworth Development LLC is poised to pur-
chase the property and pump in $128 million worth of investment into the Club. The 
proposal is currently before the government and a decision will be made within 30 days 
according to Minister of State for Investments Khaalis Rolle.

By Lee Pinder
Gearing up for another “Cherokee 

Day,” the folks in that South Abaco settle-
ment are hard at work looking for that out-
standing item to bring out the big spenders.

Beginning with the opening ceremo-
nies on Friday evening, October 10, they 
will have a Souse Out, complete with hot 
coffee and banana bread.  They have story-
tellers who will share some of Cherokee’s 

Cherokee Day to Raise 
Funds for Community Clinic

history with their audience and reminisce 
about our first Cherokee Day in 1986.

Then Saturday starting at 11:00 am 
there will be events all day to keep every-
one  enjoying themselves.

Hopefully, in the White Elephant 
Stall you will be able to grab some really 
great bargains.

Above: Cherokee residents working on the Community Clinic. “Cherokee Day” will be a 
weekend-long event starting Friday evening, October 10, to raise money for the project.

Please see Cherokee       Page  13
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And something new that all can 
participate in, a boat-building contest, is 
scheduled.  Organizers are tight-lipped 
about the details, you will just have to 
come on Saturday, October 11, and sign 
up to enjoy the fun.

They will have a unique Scavenger 
Hunt and a competition to finally discover 
the Best Fudge maker in all Abaco and lots 
of games for the children.

There will be full chicken dinners, 
hot dogs and hamburgers on the grill, 
but new this year will be the “Everything 
Conch” stall.  It will have conch fritters, 
conch chowder, conch salad, conch n’rice 
and maybe even some cracked conch.  This 
promises to be the “hit” of the day.  And, 
no real Abaco fund raiser would be com-
plete without lots of homemade ice cream.  

Sunday morning church will close 
off the weekend, even though Monday the 
13th is the actual National Holiday, a fa-
miliar guest speaker will undoubtedly de-
liver a show-stopping sermon to all who 
make the effort to attend.

All proceeds from the three day event 
will go towards the new Cherokee Com-
munity Clinic that is already up to the 
roof with more help coming in every day.  
When Cherokee people take on a project, 
everyone knows it will get done.  The ma-
jor effort and thanks goes to the good folks 
of Cherokee, but they also realize it could 
never get done without the help of Chero-
kee Roots family and friends, for which 
residents are extremely thankful.

Of course, “Hero’s Day” and the 

October 12 weekend is a very busy time, 
but the committee members for Cherokee 
Day hope they will entice you to come 
and spend it with them.  There is lots of 
shallow water for the kiddies to play in, 
no traffic to worry about and lots of good 
friends to pass the time with.  

They hope to see you there.

South Abaco
Cherokee                From Page 12

He directed the audience’s attention 
to the history of Tourism performance 
on stopover visitors compared to that of 
Jamaica, Mexico and the Dominican Re-
public. The graph indicated that despite 
The Bahamas’ position as leading tourism 
player in the region between the mid 1960s 
into the early 1970s, our country soon be-
gan to lag far behind its competitors.

Despite the bleak statistics, he has-
tened to point out that Abaco is unlike any 
other island in The Bahamas because it has 
an industry that is anchored by vacation 
home ownership.

“The cheerleaders of Abaco’s tour-
ism are hundreds of thousands of persons 
who own a piece of the rock on Abaco who 
live in North America, South America and 
parts of Europe, and they drive most of 
the promotion of Abaco themselves, and 
they do it because they have a vested per-
sonal interest and love the destination,” he 
opined.

“So the numbers for Abaco if you 
look over the last 20 years reflects this sta-
bility and this balance and there’s no secret 
behind it. We all take credit for it, but it 
is those who’ve invested, who’ve done the 

Tourism                  From Page 7

heavy lifting of getting the message out, 
and ensuring that their private homes are 
occupied.”

His message spoke to the need for all 
citizens and stakeholders of The Bahamas 
to better understand our Tourism perfor-
mance while we develop objectives and 
execute strategies to return The Bahamas 
to its previous leadership position in the 
region.

Johnson said that Grand Bahama is a 
good template of how swiftly we can move 
to get things done by identifying the desti-
nation’s strengths and then fitting the right 
partners and business models to bring a 
solution to these strengths. With regard 
to hotel stays, neighboring Grand Bahama 
saw an increase in rooms sold and an in-
crease in the length of time visitors stayed 
at the hotels.

“This past winter, room nights sold 
in Grand Bahama led the country at a 41.5 
percent pace of recovery.”

Atlantis was also credited for stabi-
lizing the Bahamian economy.

All in all, Johnson said that we have 
the need to stimulate our gross domes-
tic product (GDP) and improve Govern-
ment’s earning to make the quality of life 
in The Bahamas much better than it is to-
day by managing costs, being able to pay 
for services that the Government provides, 
and by also growing the economy.

“Government recognizes the need 
to do both, and on the Tourism side our 
job is to find ways to generate profitable 
tourism that compliments the efforts of the 
Ministry of Finance,” he concluded.

Central & All Abaco

problem at the Immigration Department.
While NIB would not identify the 

company responsible for the maintenance 
of the facility, we have learned that it is 
maintained by a company out of Freeport, 
Grand Bahama.
UPDATE:
At Press Time we were contacted by a rep-
resentative of the government who said the 
AC unit is fixed. 
The Abaconian was unable to confirm be-
fore going to press.

Immigration            From Page 1

Skeleton Found Near 
Wilson City

By Timothy Roberts
While bird hunting with her husband 

on the morning of September 30, Cindy 
Pinder came across an unexpected find as 
she stumbled upon the skeletal remains of 
what she believed to be a male in the bush-
es near Wilson City.

She said her husband had just shot a 
bird and she was following their dog into 
the bushes to find it when they found the 
remains. She said there appeared to be an 
area that was burned by fire next to the re-
mains and that it was wearing a blue plaid 
shirt which she believed indicated that the 
body was that of a male.

She said the police responded quickly 
and collected the remains and evidence 
from the scene.

The Police have not released a state-
ment on the find; however, did acknowl-
edge that they are investigating the matter 
and doing DNA sampling on the remains.
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Two Locations to 
            Better Serve You!

Marsh Harbour Pharmacy
Mon-Sat: 8:30 - 6pm & Sun: 9am-4pm
Ph: 242-367-2544   Fax: 242-367-6544

Treasure Cay Pharmacy
Mon-Sat: 9am - 5pm 

Ph: 242-365-8061  Fax: 242-365-8062

      Perscriptions     Vitamins     Supplements      
      Glucose & Cholesterol Testing 
      Health & Beauty Supplies     
      Accepts all Major Insurance Plans
      Accepts National Prescription Drug Cards
      Accepts US Perscriptions

Fast and reliable service!

www.abacoislandpharmacy.com
E-mail: abacoislanpharmacy@gmail.com

Ron-Paul Cabinets Plus
Owner’s: Ronnie & Pauline Roberts

Phone: (242) 367-0546
Visit our Showroom Located 

Opposite the old Lowe’s Pharmacy

TWIN REG MATRESS & BOXSPRING $280.00  - FULL REG MATTRESS & BOXSPRING $340.00   
 QUEEN REG MATTRESS & BOXSPRING $39500  

CHEST WITH 5 
DRAWERS

$360.00 & $415.00

6 DRAWERS 
DRESSERS  

$450.00

5PS DINING 
TABLE SET $360.00 & $510.00

6 DRAWERS DRESSERS 
WITH MIRROR $675.00

BEDROOM SETS
Includes: 
1 Nightstand
5 Drawer Chest
6 Drawer Dresser w/ Mirror
Queen Head, Foot Board & Rails

Starting at
$1790.00

Available in: Black, Cherry & White

Min. Gray addresses 
North Abaco 

Township Meeting
By Ken Carroll

The North Abaco Local Government 
District Council held a township meeting 
on September 19 at the Fox Town Primary 
School. The council outlined several as-
pects of the community’s development

Little Abaco District Council Chair-
person, Sandralee Parker, welcomed those 
in attendance. The welcome was followed 
by the opening prayer done by Pastor Elton 
McIntosh of St. Thomas Baptist Church – 
Wood Cay. Ms. Parker then proceeded 
to introduce the Council members who 
were in attendance: Steve Pedican – Dis-
trict Council Treasure Cay, Diana Role – 
Deputy District Council – Mt Hope,  Julian 
Cooper – Elected Cabinet Member - Cedar 
Harbour and Wilton Saunders – Deputy 
Chairman Little Abaco – Wood Cay.  

Ms. Parker apologized for those un-
able to attend, and also apologized for the 
Island Administrator – Mr. Neil Campbell 
who was attending another engagement in 
Nassau.

Ms. Parker discussed the North Aba-
co Fire Committee, which held a meeting 
at Ronnie’s Restaurant. Repairing the fire 
engine was discussed and plans were made 
for a Steak Out that is set to take place at 
the end of October. Another is due to be 
held in Cooper’s Town Park to assist in 
repairing the fire engine. 

Steve Pedican (District Council) then 
took the floor. He shared that the local gov-
ernment budget of $50,000 had been cut 
down to $44,800.00. Out of those funds 
the District Council has to pay salaries 
leaving about $700, which is not enough 
to pay utilities. He asked the community to 
be patient and understanding since there is 

no extra funding to do anything that may 
come up. 

Mr. Pedican suggested that workers 
employed by local government cut back 
on the days that they work. This will free 
up some of the funding in the amount of 
$3,200. 

Mr. Pedican said a request has been 
send to the Civil Aviation Department to 
assist with some of the essential needs 
around the Treasure Cay Airport. Local 
Gov’t faces challenges and shortages in-
cluding fuel  for the machines, keeping the 
yard clean and lacking tissues in the rest 
rooms.

The floor was then opened for ques-
tions. 

One business proprietor brought forth 
her concerns about the garbage collections, 
enquiring about the standards set and the 
loose garbage that is left in the bins. Other 
persons asked questions about the equip-
ment that is used to transport garbage. 

In his response, Mr. Pedican con-
cluded that all bids are put in, and the one 
that is chosen must make sure he has the 
right tools to do the work and all garbage 
must be properly secured by the collectors 
in transporting them.  He will look into the 
matter, he said.                                         

The mosquitoes in the area are be-
coming a health hazard. A young gentle-
man from Mt. Hope wanted to know what 
can be done.  

Ms. Parker noted the concerns. She 
said that local government has a fog ma-
chine, currently in-operational, so she will 
contact the necessary government authority 
to address the issue.

Guest speaker, Barrington Murphy 
– Area Manager of Water and Sewerage 
Corporation, was on hand to discuss mat-
ters pertaining to his corporation. A ques-
tion was put forward by a resident of Ce-
dar Harbour about the chlorine in the water 
which caused her clothes to change color 

when she washed. Mr. Murphy disclosed 
that one of the company workers tests the 
water daily making sure that the chlorine 
level in the water is balanced.

Several questions were placed asked 
pertaining to the water being cut off when 
the electrical power is off.

Mr. Murphy said that this should not 
happen. He said it could be due to the com-
pany’s back-up generator not kicking in. 
He will look into these issues and seek a 
solution.

The Hon. V. Alfred Gray, Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Marine Resources and 
Local Government and Renardo Curry, 
North Abaco Member of Parliament and 
Permanent Secretary in the Office of the 
Prime Minister who arrived late due to a 
flight delay. Mr. Curry was pleased with 
the great turn out and unveiled the poli-
cies pertaining to the North Abaco Port 
Development. The government has hired 
an Employment Representative out of Nas-
sau, ensuring that Bahamians will get equal 
opportunity to be employed at the project. 

The North Abaco Port Development 
project will be looking for: security of-
ficers, machine operators, builders, and 
other areas. An announcement will be 
broadcast when the hiring process starts. 
Any questions could be directed to Island 
Administrator Neil Campbell.

In reference to National Security, 
he explained the Government is working 
tirelessly to remove all negativity that has 
overshadowed these small settlements for 
the past few weeks due to a large number 
of boat thefts. He commended Superinten-
dent Noel Curry and his officers for their 
tireless work.

Speaking to the country’s budget 
woes, The Hon. V. Alfred Gray urged Ba-
hamians to be more self-sufficient instead 
of being dependent on the government. He 
noted that the North Abaco Port is a one of 
the many developments that will provide 
equal opportunity for all. He emphasized 
that Mr. Curry is doing his best to establish 
programs that will benefit all Bahamians. 
He said it is time persons get to know his 
work instead of speaking of him negative-
ly.

Min. Gray confirmed that those em-
ployed at the school, clinic and the airport 
previously under the local government 
banner are now the responsibility of central 
government. 550 persons have been rede-
ployed. He continued that all persons over 
the age of 65 will be compensated with a 
one year pension.    

Minister Gray said that no one is al-
lowed to enter the public sector at 65 years 
or older, but regarding those who are em-
ployed already by Local Government – it 
is up to the board to decide whether they 
remain or are to be retired.

Minister Gray, in response to con-
cerns regarding compressor regulations 
and fishing, said that the laws have been 
changed. 30 feet is no longer the limit, it 
is now 15 feet that the compressor can be 
used. The dates of enforcement will not 
change because it is to preserve the marine 
resources for the future

He clarified that the amount of craw-
fish tourists are allowed to take is 10 lbs 
NOT ten craw fish. However the amount 
that will be allowed has changed to 20lbs 
per boat, not per person. 

North Abaco

Above: the local government panel including MP Renardo Curry and Min. V. Alfred 
Gray.
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show us how our money is spent

make deals public before approval

A Freedom of Information
Act means government 
would have to 

stop corruption

all of the above

wakeupbahamas.com
AWAKENING HOPE. DEMANDING CHANGE.

I’m demanding change. 
I signed the NEW ONLINE PETITION - YVETTE CULMER, SECRETARY, FREEPORT

SIGN THE NEW ONLINE PETITION SUPPORT THE BAHAMAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & EMPLOYERS CONFEDERATION 322.3320

North Abaco

By Timothy Roberts
According to China Harbour En-

gineering Company (CHEC), they have 
spent an estimated $1.6 million to-date 
on the North Abaco port facility and they 
expect Bahamians to make up more than 
70 percent of the workforce during peak 
activity.

While speaking at the Abaco Business 
Outlook Felix Chang, CHEC (Bahamas) 
country manager, said the company intend-
ed to cap its Chinese labour component at 
12, adding that the company broke ground 
on the $39 million port development back 
in June, and was looking to grow its team 
and move “full steam ahead” with con-
struction.

Mr. Chang said CHEC has received 
nearly 200 applications for the various po-
sitions available on the project.

“Starting as early as October 1, sig-
nificant site clearance will begin. This 
means that over the next several weeks, 
as we finalize our requirements, we will 

Bahamians to be Majority 
of Port Work Force

be conducting final interviews with those 
candidates who have been shortlisted for 
positions,” he said.

“However, just to start the project, 
we are going to need a dozen operators 
working full time with the team we already 
have on-site.”

Mr. Chang said the company’s work 
schedule will require them to hire addition-
al workers in the 2015 first quarter, with 
more than one dozen added at the end of 
the second quarter.

“For the Chinese labour component, 
we are going to cap it to around one dozen 
workers,” he said. “So by the end of Sep-
tember, the Chinese labor versus the local 
labor component will be 1:1.

“At the end of December it will be 
1:2; by the end of March the ratio will be 
1:3, and going into summer of 2015 the 
staff ratio will be one Chinese worker for 
every four Bahamian employees.”

Mr. Chang added: “Over the course 
of the next two years, we will also have 

great need for construction equipment 
rentals. From this point on, we will not 
be bringing in any new heavy construc-
tion equipment from anywhere else in the 
world. We are committed to using the local 
resources available to complete this project 
on time and on budget.”

He said that CHEC will “sub-contract 
the asphalt paving, the landscaping as well 
as the interior finishing to local companies. 
And this won’t be all.”

Mr. Chang said that they can “assure 
you that the necessary environment impact 
assessment and environmental manage-
ment plan will be followed as we begin 
work on the port.” He said they would also 
hold regular town meetings to keep the 
community updated on the project.

“CHEC is dedicated to proper corpo-
rate social responsibility and we have a list 
of community related initiatives we hope to 
execute over the next two years in coopers 
town,” he said.

The 45.4-acre port facility is being 
jointly funded by the Bahamian and Chi-
nese governments. The port is to be an in-
land port with a 20-slip marina to handle 
international and domestic operations.

It will have bulk material storage, 

roll-on/roll-off ramps, a warehouse facil-
ity, a landing craft warehouse and an ad-
ministration building containing govern-
ment offices.

Above: Felix Chang - Bahamas Country 
Manager for Bahamas. Mr. Chang spoke 
about the North Abaco Port investment 
and workforce ratio.
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“Honesty and Quality
You Can Count On”

Brandon Thompson
242-357-6532

Dock Construction
Residential and Commercial

Customized to suit your lifestyle

Boat Lifts
Sales and Service

Quality boat lift dealer for 10 years

And Much More...
Offering unsurpassed attention to
detail with almost two decades 

of hands on experience

Contact us today! 
www.lbtmarine.com

bthompson@lbtmarine.com
Cell: 242-357-6532

Ph/Fax: 242-367-2704

Blackouts
Since June 12

North Abaco

By Canishka Alexander
In his presentation to the audience at 

the Abaco Business Outlook 2014, North 
Abaco Administrator Neil Campbell reit-
erated that the business outlook for North 
Abaco, Green Turtle Cay and Grand Cay 
“is good.”

He illustrated the main sources of 
income that keeps the North Abaco com-
munities afloat with a great deal of resi-
dents employed in the Public Service sec-
tor closely followed by fishing, the hotel 
industry, construction, water and land 
taxi services, China Harbour Engineering 
Company (CHEC), and Abaco Foods aka 
“The Farm”.

He was proud to announce that with 
150 individuals employed in Public Ser-
vice, an estimated 14 employees were made 
permanent in the past two years therefore 

Administrator Campbell Foresees Good 
Business Outlook for North Abaco

Above: Neil Campbell speaking at the 2014 
Business Outlook. Mr. Campbell is the Is-
land Administrator for North Abaco includ-
ing Green Turtle and Grand Cay.

receiving job security and access to em-
ployment benefits. Additionally, the first 
Agriculture Office was recently opened in 
Cooper’s Town this year.

Still, the fishing industry has stood 
the test of time for North Abaco residents.

“Fishing touches almost every house-
hold whether recreational or professional,” 
Campbell confirmed. “One hundred and 
thirty persons applied for permits this sea-
son.”

In the Tourism sector, 10 hotels prop-
erties are accounted for, and this number is 
separate from rental properties available on 
North Abaco, Green Turtle Cay and Grand 
Cay. Administrator Campbell shared that 
there has been an increase in cruising 
permits, and activity at the Treasure Cay 
International Airport has increased to 27 
percent this year.

Within the construction industry, 
the China Harbour Engineering Company 
(CHEC) was praised for the amount of jobs 
and economic boost to the area through its 
North Abaco Port Project. The $30 billion 
project has a two-year completion date, 
and so far Administrator Campbell noted 
that $1.3 million has been spent in local 
communities. He added that for every Chi-
nese worker there are three Bahamians em-
ployed.

Finally, Administrator Campbell re-
vealed that there are other proposed invest-
ment opportunities for North Abaco with 
town meetings being held to garner public 
consensus.

“Ladies and gentlemen, North Ab-
aco’s business outlook is a positive one, 
and it will take the talents, creativity, hard 
work and dedication of our people to at-
tract, maintain and expand the economic 
growth to North Abaco, Green Turtle Cay 
and Grand Cay,” he concluded.

52. 
And we 
pay for 

the 
privilege.
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Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 
Island-wide Abaco Listings

Abaco Cottage                     114 hse          366-0576 
Abaco Vacation Planner +      25 hse           367-3529

Casuarina Point
Sea Grape/Coco Plum              2 Units        367-2107

Cherokee
Lee Pinder  3 hse    366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages       366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place    352-5458

Green Turtle Cay 
Abaco Breeze 13 hse           577-4570
Bluff House Club 12 units  365-4200
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott    800-752-0166
Green Turtle Club 35 rm  365-4271
Island Properties  34 hse   365-4047
Leeward Yacht Club         5 hse        365-4191
Ocean Blue Properties  34 hse  365-4636
Other Shore Club   365-4226
Roberts Cottages 3 cott   365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana   11 hse  365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott.  365-5137
Guana Sunset Beach 13 units   365-5133 
Ocean Frontier            6 cott 519-389-4846      
Ward’s Landing 4 units   904-982-2762
Ruth Sands  9 hse  365-5140

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm   366-0133
Crystal Villas 5 villas   321-452-0164
Elbow Cay Prop                       53 hse    366-0035
Firefly Resort                7 villas       366-0145
Hope T Harb Lodge 25 rm    366 0095
Hope T Hideaways       63 hse    366-0224
Hope Town Inn        6 rm 4 Villas 3 Suites     366-0003
Hope T Villas  3 hse   366-0266

Lighthouse Rentals 4 cott   366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages  4 hse    366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas   366-0065
Tanny Key  43 hse   366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas   366-0557

Lubbers’ Quarters Cay
Lubbers’ Landing    4 villas      577-2000

Man-O-War
Island Home Rentals       2 hse     365-6048
Waterway Rentals        14 hse           365-6143     

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate      6 hse  367-2719
Abaco Towns 16 apts 367-0148
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
Living Easy  16 hse 367-2202
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas  32 apts 577-6764
HG Christie    11 hse 367-4151

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefishing   10 rm   800-628-1447

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Abaco Estate Services  Mult hse 365-8752
Bahama Beach Club  88 units 365-8500
Brigantine Bay Villas 5 units   877-786-8455
Treasure Cay Resort   95 rms  365-8801

Turtle Rock
Villas at Palmetto Beach 3 villas  262-820-1900

Hotels and House Rental Agents

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
www.abaconian.com   www.abacoinet.com    www.abacocottage.com

www.abacos.com   www.oii.net   www.bahamas.com

Hope Town..cont

There & Back.....Again
EFFECTIVE: Mar 2014

Ph: 242-367-0290         Fax: 242-367-0291

REGULAR FERRY SCHEDULE
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town

20 minute ride
7:15am / 9:00am / 10:30am /12:15pm 2:00pm

4:00pm / 5:45pm

Hope Town to Marsh Harbour
8:00am / 9:45am / 11:30am /1:30pm 3:00pm

4:00pm / 5:00pm / 6:30pm

Marsh Harbour to Man-O-War
20 minute ride

7:15 / 9:00am / 11.00am / 12:15pm 
4:00pm / 5:45pm

Man-O-War to Marsh Harbour 
8:00am / 10:30am / 1:30pm /3:30pm / 5:00pm

Marsh Harbour to Scotland/Guana Cay
30 minute ride

6:45am / 10:30am / 1:30pm /3:30pm / 5:45pm

Scotland/Guana Cay to Marsh Harbour
8:am / 11:30am / 2:30pm / 4:45pm / 6:30pm

Any stops outside the main harbour will be a
minimum charge of two persons. Two persons or over

will remain at regular charge.

During the month of August through October there 
are some adjustments made to the schedule.

You are advised to contact the office for any changes.

REGULAR FERRY FARES
One Way: $17.00

Round Trip - Open Return: $27.00
Children 6-11: Half Price

Children 5 and under: Free
Hope Town and Man-O-War ferries depart from

the Ferry Dock at Crossing Beach. 
Guana /Scotland Cay depart from the Conch Inn.

Prices subject to change without notice.

Albury’s Ferry Service

DON’T
FORGET!
Time Changes
NOVEMBER

2nd

Press Release
With no concrete plans announced 

but work continuing, the Abaco Defenders 
group remains concerned about the expan-
sion of the Treasure Sands resort in Trea-
sure Cay.  

According to the newly formed NGO, 
after the initial unpermitted dredging was 
stopped with a cease and desist order from 
the BEST Commission, Treasure Sands 
received permission for three temporary 
structures on their property across the 
road from the resort. They believe none of 
these should be on the reclaimed property 
that resulted from the dredging, property 
whose ownership is still in question ac-
cording to Abaco Defenders.

The NGO appealed this approval at 
local government level as they were con-
cerned that the decisions were made with-
out knowledge of what the larger plans for 
the development are. “There are also se-
rious concerns about the fate of historical 

North Abaco
Treasure Cay Plans still a 

Mystery to Local Community

Above: members of the Abaco Defenders group kayak through the recently dredged creek 
in Treasure Cay.

artifacts,” said Fiona Bootle, President of 
Abaco Defenders. “These have been that 
were found on the property this summer.”

Recently the Director of the Bahamas 
Antiquities Monuments and Museum, Dr. 
Keith Tinker, toured the site with members 
of the NGO and the manager of Treasure 
Sands, Tim Blakely. "There is sufficient 
evidence for the area to be considered a 
significant Heritage site,” said Dr. Tinker 
who also called for construction to cease 
pending further investigation. 

Despite not receiving any response 
from North Abaco Administrator, Neil 
Campbell, on their appeal - the Abaco De-

fenders spent an afternoon kayaking in the 
sand banks creeks with members of Save 
The Bays to assess the damage done by the 
dredging. 

“It was amazing how many turtles we 
saw in such a short time,” said CEO of 
Save The Bays - Lindsey McCoy, ”There 
is a great deal of vibrant life within the 
creeks that could be damaged by additional 
dredging.” 

Part of the purpose of the kayak 
trip was also to determine whether or not 
dredging would be required to get bonefish 
skiffs in and out of the area, one of the 
plans that have been mentioned in connec-
tion with the expansion of Treasure Sands. 
The resulting video is available on the Ab-
aco Defenders Facebook page.

“We are disappointed that Treasure 
Sands has still not communicated to the 
public the full extent of their plans for the 
property across the road from their restau-
rant” said Bootle,, “It’s possible we might 
support their expansion plans, but the real-
ity is we don’t know what they are plan-
ning, what the impact will be on the creeks 
and the only road in and out of Treasure 
Cay.” 

According to Bootle, legal precedents 
dictates that the community has a right to 
know what developers are doing in their 
community and that they have a legal right 
to comment on those plans. 

“That’s all we are asking from Trea-
sure Sands,” said Bootle. “Respect the lo-
cals and let us know what your plans are, 
like in any other country in the world!”

By Canishka Alexander
BAIC relocated to the Bahamas Gov-

ernment Complex on Sept. 24 from its lo-
cation near the traffic light in Marsh Har-
bour. The BAIC office is located upstairs 
in west wing of the complex in between the 
Department of Education and the Abaco 
Tourism Office. BAIC was scheduled to be 
issued a new telephone number by Cable 
Bahamas on Tuesday; however, it was not 
available to us up to press time.

The Post Office opened its doors on 
Oct. 1 at the Bahamas Government Com-
plex. It is located on the ground level of the 
complex's west wing next to the Passport 
Office and across the hall from the Office 
of the Auditor General.

Post Office and 
BAIC Relocate

Above: the Post Office’s new location at the 
Bahamas Government Complex in Marsh 
Harbour.
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Dive Shops
Dive Abaco  Since1978, Marsh Harbour.................................. 367-2787
Dive Time, Man-O-War............................................................365-6235
Froggies, Hope Town.............................................................. 366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay.........................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay......................................... 365-4411
Dive Guana............................................................... 365-5178

Golf  Car ts  •  Bikes & S cooters  •  Boats
Marsh Harbour

A & P Car Rentals  ............................................. 367-2655
Abaco Dorado Boat Rentals .............................. 367-1035
Bargain Car Rentals .......................................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................................... 367-3910
Cruise Abaco Sailboat Rentals .......................... 577-0148
Quality Star Car Rentals .................................... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals ...................................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars .................. 367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals  .......................................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  .................................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals ......................................... 367-4887
The Moorings Boat Rentals ............................. .367-4000
U-Save Auto Rental...........................................699-3346

Green Turtle Cay
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental .................. 365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4311
Cruising Cart Rentals ........................................ 365-4065
D & P Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals ....................................... 365-4119
Harbour View Golf Carts....................................365-4411
Kool Karts ........................................................ 365-4176
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................................ 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals ............................................ 365-4259

Guana Cay
Albury’s Property Management, Cart Rentals  .. 365-5175
Dive Guana Boats, Golf Carts & Bikes ................ 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ..................................... 365-5175

Lubbers Quarters
Cruise Abaco .............................................321-220-8796

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals.................................. 365-6502
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals ................................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ................357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................................... 366-0380
Elbow Cay Cart ................................................. 366-0530
Hope Town Cart Rentals  .................................. 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  .......................................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals .............................. 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................................ 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  ............................. 365-8749
Blue Marlin Golf Cart Rentals. .......................... 365-8687
Cash’s Carts ...................................................... 365-8771
Cornish Car Rentals .......................................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................................... 365-8582
Triple J Car Rentals ........................................... 365-8761
Wendal’s Bicycle Rentals...................................365-8687

Schooner Bay
T’s Carts............................................................557-1015
DSB Bike Rentals...............................................376-9858 

Bonefish Guides

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper

Marsh Harbour/Murphy/Dundas
Abaco Pizza. ................................$ .................. 367-4488
Anglers ...................................$$$ .................. 367-2158
Back 2 Da Island.........................$....................367-0150
Casiah’s.......................................$................... 367-0514
Curly Tails  ...............................$$$ .................. 367-4444
Foxie’s Pizza................................$................... 367-2058
Golden Grouper .........................$$ .................. 367-2301
Island Family Rest .....................$$ .................. 367-3778
Java Coffee House .......................$ .................. 367-5523
Jamie’s Place .............................$$ .................. 367-2880
Junovia’s.....................................$$..................367-1271
Jib Room  ..................................$$ .................. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............$ .................. 367-2615
Mangoes .................................$$$ .................. 367-2366
Oasis ..........................................$$................. 699-4000
Rumrunners...............................$$.................. 367-0171
Snack Shack  ...............................$ .................. 367-4005
Snappas ....................................$$ .................. 367-2278
Wallys  ....................................$$$ .................. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   ..............................$$$ .................. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks ................................$$ .................. 366-0247
Firefly.......................................$$$................. 366-0145        
Harbour’s Edge ......................... $$ .................. 366-0087
H T Coffee House (B & L) ..............$ .................. 366-0760
HT Inn & Marina.........................$$.................  366-0003
H T Harbour Lodge  ..................$$$ .................. 366-0095
Munchies ....................................$ .................. 366-0423
OnDa Beach ..............................$$ .................. 366-0558
PapanastyBBQ...........................$$.................. 366-0654
Sea Spray ‡ ...............................$$ .................. 366-0065
Sugar Shack + ............................$ .................. 366-0788
Wine Down Sip Sip.....................$$.................. 366-0399

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub ..................................$$ .................. 577-5487

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s .................................$$ .................. 366-3139

Man-O-War
Islander’s Seaside Rest ................$ .................. 365-6380
Dock’n Dine .................................$ .................. 365-6139
Island Treats Snack Bar ................$ .................. 365-6501

 Guana Cay
Grabbers ...................................$$ .................. 365-5133
Nippers .....................................$$  ................. 365-5143
Orchid Bay ...............................$$$ .................. 365-5175

Treasure Cay

Bahama Beach Club.................$$$...................365-8500

Coco Beach Bar & Grill. ..............$$ .................. 365-8470
Creative Hands Bakery.................$...................365-8153
Florence’s Cafe .............................$ ................. .365-8185
Spinnaker Restaurant  .............$$$ .................. 365-8469
Touch of Class   ........................$$$ .................. 365-8195
Treasure Sands Club ................$$$ ................. .365-9385

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House .............................$$$ .................. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro ......................$$ .................. 365-4247
Green Turtle Club  ....................$$$ .................. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill ...................$$ .................. 365-4389
Lizard Bar & Grill........................$$...................365-4191
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ..............$$ .................. 365-4625
Miss Emily’s Restaurant .............$$ .................. 365-4181
New Plymouth Inn ....................$$ .................. 365-4161
Pineapple Restaurant Bar & Grill $$ ................. 365-4039
Plymouth Rock Cfe ....................$$ .................. 365-4234
Shorties Take-a-Way...................$$..................365-4342
Sundowners ..............................$$ ................ ..365-4060
The Wreaking Tree.....................$$...................365-5263

Sandy Point
Nancy’s......................................$$ .................. 366-4120

Schooner Bay
The Blackfly Lodge ..................$$$ .................. 376-0321
The Red Marlin Bistro...............$$....................426-5440
Judy Mae’s Kitchen....................$.....................475-7626
Beach Cabana Bar......................$.....................376-9858

Emergency Services
Emergancy Medical Services (Ambulance)                         367-2911
Police - Marsh Harbour 367-3437  •      911
Police - Hope Town                                                                    366-0667 
Police - Man-O-War                                                                   365-6911
Police - Treasure Cay                                                                  365-8048
Police - Green Turtle Cay                                                          365-4550
B. Electricity Corp 367-2727,   367-2846,   367-4667
Water & Sewerage 475-1499,  475-5518  
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour 367-2000   
Fire -Hope Town    VHF Ch 16   •  Fire - Green Turtle Cay  475-1768 
Fire  - Man-O-War 365-4019
Treasure Cay Fire & Rescue 365-9111
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue......Marine VHF 16...............366-0282
Hope Town      366-0549         Marsh Harbour    367-3752  
Guana Cay       365-5178        Treasure Cay         365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine, M.H ......................................367-2295
Abaco Medi-Center, M.H.............................................367-9999 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic, M.H ........................367-0020
Chiropractor-Dr. Lewis, M.H........................................367-0020
Chiropractor-Michael Hendley, D.C....242-439-0768...367-0020
Corbett Clinic, Treasure Cay  ........................................365-8288
Integrated Medical Center ..........................................367-1304
                      Emergency ...............................................458-1234
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ...................................367-0050
Government Clinic,  Marsh Harbour ...........................367-2510
Government Clinic, Cooper‘s Town .............................365-0300
Government Clinic, Green Turtle Cay ..........................365-4028
Government Clinic, Hope Town  ..................................366-0108
Government Clinic, Sandy Point .................................366-4010
Kidney Centre, Marsh Harbour....................................367-3310
Out Island Chiropractor...............................................367-2584

Abaco Marinas -  Slips -  Fuel - Phone
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ....................... 38 .........F ................365-4247
Green Turtle Club  .............. 40 .........F ................365-4271
Black Sound Marina .......... 15 ............................365-4531
Other Shore Club ............... 15 .........F ................365-4226
Abaco Yacht Service........... 10 .........F ................365-4033
Leeward Yacht Club............ 26............................365-4191

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina........ ..150......... F............... ..365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  .......... 28 .........F .................365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina ...... 192 .........F .................367-2158
Conch Inn .......................... 72. .........F.................367-4000
Harbour View Marina ........ 40 .........F  ................367-2182
Mangoes Marina ............... 29 ........... .................367-4255
Marsh Harbour Marina ...... 62 .........F .................367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina ............ 62 ............................ 366-0003
Lighthouse Marina .............. 6 .........F ................366-0154
Sea Spray .......................... 60 .........F ................366-0065

South Abaco
Schooner Bay .................... 15 .........F ................475-7626

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ........... 40 .........F ................365-0083

Guana Cay
Bakers Bay Marina .......... 158 ........... ................365-5802
Guana Hide-aways ............ 37 ........... ................365-5070 
Orchid Bay ......................... 66  ........F ................365-5175
Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ...........................367-2266
AirGate Aviation - New Smyrna Beah.......................1-386-478-0600
American Eagle - Miami  .....................................................367-2231
                                      US Reservation..............................1-800-433-7300
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud .............................367-2095
Craig Air - Jacksonville...........................................................367-3522
Island Wings - Ft. Lauderdale.....................................1-954-274-6214
Regional - Freeport...............................................................367-0446
Silver Airline - Orlando, Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ............367-3415
                                US Reservation...................................1-800-231-0856
Sky Bahamas - Nassau .........................................................367-0996 
                                 Reservation.......................................1-242-377-8993 
Western Air - Nassau  ...........................................................367-3722 

Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Cherokee Air Charters .........................................................367-1920

Taxi Cab Fares one or two passengers 
Extra $3 for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:   Effective Dec 08
Clinic, Downtown, Stop Light,    ........................................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore close, Ferry  ........................................$15
Spring City ........................................................................................$15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch  .............................$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ..........................................................$20
Snake Cay  ........................................................................................$35
Casuarina Point.................................................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour .............................................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .........................................................................$90
Crossing Rocks ................................................................................$105
Sandy Point  ...................................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Airport, G Turtle ferry ...................................................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$85
Fox Town  ........................................................................................$165
• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ................................................. $ 10 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern  ..........................................$10

Wait time $0.40 per minute, Hourly rate $40 per hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage $0.75 each over two, large bags $1 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective Dec 08
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ...............................................................$10
Madeira Park ....................................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ......................................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$45
Black Wood  ......................................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ...............................................................$40
Cedar Harbour  .................................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .........................................................................................$70
Mount Hope ....................................................................................  $80
Fox Town  ..........................................................................................$85
Crown Haven  ...................................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  .....................................................................$80

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ..............................................$80

Treasure Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour ................................................$85
Treasure Cay Hotel to Green Turtle Ferry ...........................................$25
Treasure Cay Hotel to Blue Hole ........................................................$30

Attractions  
Albert Lowe Museum ................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits ..Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden ....................  Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum .................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Lighthouse .......................................Hope Town
Swim Mermaid Reef off Marsh Harbour ........ Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole ...........Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry ...................... Little Harbour
Man-O-War Heritage Museum...................Man-O-War Cay
Man-O-War Boatyards .............................. Man-O-War Cay
Hole-in- Wall lighthouse -very rough road......South Abaco
Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need guide...North Abaco  
Blackwood blue hole & sisal mill......................North Abaco
Abaco wild horses by appointment..................... 367-4805 
Bird watching - ask tourism.................................367-3067

Beaches
Pocket
Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour

Miles of beach (most exposed to ocean) 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more

www.theabaconian.com

Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour>Hope Town 7:15am 9:00am 10:30am  12:15pm 2:00pm  4:00pm 5:45pm      
  Return: 8:00 am 9:45am 11:30am 1:30pm 3:00pm 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:30pm
Marsh Harbour>Man-O-War   7.15am   9am       11am     12:15pm      4pm     5:45pm  
 Return: 8:00am 10:30am 1:30pm 3:30pm      5:00pm  
Marsh H.>Guana Cay/Scotland cay. From Conch Inn: 
                   (6:45am - Union Jack Dock) 10:30am  1:30pm  3:30pm 5:45pm
         Return: 8 am 11:30am 2:30pm 4:45pm 6:30pm         
Fare  • Adult prepaid one way $17 / open return $27,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free (Phone after hours 359-6861) 
Note: During the month of August through December there are some adjustments made to the schedule. You are 
advised to contact the office for the changes. 

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128  • VHF Ch 16 •  Ten minute ride
T Cay Airport>Green T Cay 8:30am 10:30am 11:30am 1:30pm 2:30pm 3:30pm 4:30pm*    
5:00pm
                   Return:        8am    9am 11am 12:15pm   1:30pm 3:00pm 4:30pm* * 
* Note: 4:30 pm trip to GTC not on Sundays                         ** Note: 4:30 pm trip will be made from New Plymouth only
New Plymouth :One way adult $12 (Children $7) • Round trip $17 (Children $10) • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749 or 375-8123   VHF Ch 16 Charters Available
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday departs 11:00am & returns 3:30 p.m. $50 Round Trip
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Saturday departs 9:30 am,  $60 Round Trip

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah.  Daily       7:00 am    &     2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return  Daily                       8:30 am    &     4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries  Winter Schedule only (Jan 3rd to Apr 15th, 2014)
Mon & Wed: Dep Nassau 2 pm...Arrive S. Abaco 8 pm... Dep S. Abaco 9 pm. Tue & Thu: Arrive Freeport 
6 am...Dep Freeport 4:30 pm. Wed & Fri: Arrive S. Abaco 1:30 am...Dep S. Abaco 2:30 am...Arrive Nassau 
8:30 am.  Call Abaco Agent: 225-0741 or Nassau Office  242-323-2166 for rates.

Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 30 minutes

Marsh Harbour cont...
Terrance Davis ..........375-8550
Buddy Pinder ............366-2163
Justin Sands .............359-6890
Danny Sawyer ..........367-3577
Jay Sawyer ...............367-3941
Abaco Lodge..............577-1747

North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ...477-5037
Edward Rolle ............365-0024
Pedro Thurston .........365-2405

Sandy Point
Valantino Adderley ....366-4323
Anthony Bain ............366-4107
Rickmon’s.........366-4139/4477
Pete’s Guest House...366-4119
Patrick Roberts..........366-4285

Treasure Cay
Capt. Joe Pritchard ...559-9117
Carey McKenzie.........365-8313

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury ............... 366-3058

Cherokee 
Donnie Lowe................366-2275
Maxwell Sawyer............366-3058
Marty Sawyer ............ ..366-2115
Randy Sawyer ............ 366-2284
Will Sawyer ................. 366-2177

Crossing Rocks
Tony Russell ............... 366-3259

Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer ................ 365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer ........... 357-6667

Hope Town
Maitland Lowe ............ 366-0234
Tom Albury .................. 366-3141

Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ................375-8068
Sidney Albury............... 477-5996
Richard Albury ............577-0313Dental Services

Agape Family Dental, Marsh Harbour..........................367-4355
Abaco Dental Asso......................................................367-0164
Diamante Dental, Marsh Harbour................................367-4968
Man O War Dental Clinic..............................................365-6508

Pharmacy
Abaco Island Pharmacy, Marsh Harbour......................367-2544
                                               Treasure Cay..........................365-8061
Chemist shoppe, Marsh Harbour.................................367-3106

Veterinary
Caribbean Veterinary Centre, Marsh Harbour..............367-3551
Island Veterinary Clinic, Marsh Harbour......................367-0062

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Bring errors & revisions to our attention
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All phones use area code 242 unless noted

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour.. .......... . . . . 3 6 7 - 2 9 3 6
Abaco Neem • Marsh Harbour ..................... . . . . 3 6 7 - 4 1 1 7
Abaco’s Nature Adventure ........................... . . . . 5 7 7 - 0 0 0 4
Adventure on Prozac - T Cay ........................ . . . . 3 6 5 - 8 7 4 9
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay .................. . . . . 3 6 5 - 4 4 1 1
C & C Charters • Treasure Cay ....................... . . . . 3 6 5 - 8 5 0 6
Dive Abaco Since 1978 • Marsh Harbour ...... . . . . 3 6 7 - 2 7 8 7
Excursion boat, Froggies • Hope Town ......... . . . . 3 6 6 - 0 0 2 4
DSB Eco-Adventures • Schooner Bay............ . . . . 3 7 6 - 9 8 5 8
The Great Abaco Express  Eco & Historical bus tours 
Call 367-2165 or 559-9160

Charter Fishing Boats
Lucky Strike - Hope Town.............................366-0101
Sea Gull - Hope Town.................................366-0266
A Salt Weapon - Hope Town........................366-0245
Down Deep...................................................366-3143
Local Boy......................................................366-0528 
Back Breaker................................................365-5140

Marsh Harbour:       
Abaco B each Resor t         
Snappas  Gr i l l  &  Chi l l      
Cur lytai ls                         
Mangoes  Restaurant        
Hope Town:                     
Abaco Inn
Cap’n  Jacks
H.T.  Harbour  Lodge
S ea Spray

Wi-Fi Hotspots
Green Turle Cay:  
S undowners       
McIntosh Restaurant     
Jo l ly  Roger  B ar  & Bistro                     
Leeward Yacht  Club
Bluff  House       
Guana Cay:                   
Guana Grabbers
Nipper ’s  B ar  & Gr i l l
M-O-W Cay: 
Man- O -War  Marina
Is lander ’s  Restaurant 
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On September 24, representatives 
of the Youth Ambassadors Program held 
a meeting with various community stake-
holders regarding disabled persons in Aba-
co and The Bahamas. 

Four Abaco students were selected 
for the Youth Ambassadors Program in 
The Bahamas, which is sponsored by the 
US Embassy. Those students are Berthony 
McDermott from SC Bootle, Catalina Al-
bury from Forest Heights, Kandise Kelly 
from Forest Heights and Conrad Cornish 
from Abaco Central High.

Kimberly Rahming is the group’s 
mentor.

The group of three students (Ber-
thony, Catalina and Kandise) introduced 
themselves and their intentions to those 
who attended the meeting. They explained 
how they felt the need to address the needs 
of the disabled in their community and how 
being a part of the Ambassadors Program 
gave them the tools to start a dialogue with 
the community. Their fourth member, 
Conrad Cornish, could not attend as he 
was in Nassau.

Neda Brown, US Embassy Rep-
resentative, gave brief remarks as well. 
She explained how the group of students 
decided to help the disabled in their com-
munity, and that they made the decision 
without pressure from Program leaders. 
Ms. Brown shared her belief that, “Full in-
clusion of those with disabilities enhances 

Youth Ambassadors Address Needs 
of the Disabled in Bahamian Society

Please see Needs               Page 2

Press Release
Abaco Pathfinders was formed in 

2001 and has generously awarded many 
Bahamian youths with a college education. 
Abaco Pathfinders‘ goal is to provide funds 
to enable deserving students from Abaco to 
continue their education after high school.

Albury’s Ferry Service is donating 
$10,400 to Abaco Pathfinders.

“The young adults represent the fu-
ture of our island; they are our most valu-
able asset”, states Denis Knowles, manager 
of Albury’s Ferry Service “we are proud 
to be part of a community which recog-
nizes the heartbeat of our talented young 
people.”

Jim Blumberg founded Abaco Path-
finders in 2001 and his legacy is evident 
today— over 149 students have fulfilled 
their dream for higher education. With the 
support of sponsors, community and busi-
nesses, Pathfinders has been able to facili-
tate a path for those in need.

“Our sponsors and donors are our 
best resource. We thank Albury’s Ferry, 
and deeply appreciate their support. They 
go over and above to help us and we are 
grateful” said Leazona Bethell, Abaco 
Pathfinders Organization

Albury’s Ferry Makes Large Donation 
to Abaco Pathfinders Scholarship

Above: Leazona Bethell (Abaco Pathfinders) receives a $10,400 cheque from Albury’s Ferry manager Denis Knowles.

Above left to right Catalina Albury(FHA), Berthony McDermott (SC Bootle) and Kandise Kelly (FHA). They, along with fellow Abaco 
student Conrad Cornish, are members of the US Embassy’s Youth Ambassadors Program.
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the community.”
After Ms. Brown’s remarks, the 

group shared a video they are producing. 
The video was an emotional and candid 
interview with students and teachers in dif-
ferent schools regarding the treatment of 
those with disabilities and the challenges 
with including them in different aspects of 
the community. The video was a work in 
progress, but already is a powerful piece 
of media.

After the video presentation the 
group opened the floor to discussion. They 
led the discussion with questions about the 
integration of disabled children in the edu-
cation system and elsewhere.

Catalina Albury remarked about how 
much we take for granted and how difficult 
it is to help those with disabilities when 
there is such a stigma attached to “special 
schools.” She said parents making deci-
sions may also feel sending their child to 
a special school as a form of surrender, or 
giving up – thereby making special needs 
education even more challenging.

Ms. Albury concluded that what fits 
one person is not suitable for everyone.

Jim Richard, Principal of Forest 
Heights Academy, spoke on the challenges 
inherent in the educational system regard-
ing special needs and disabled children in 
The Bahamas. He gave an example of a 
former FHA student, Anna Albury, who 
was born blind but exceeded in her aca-
demics and was at the top of her class. Mr. 
Richard said that without the efforts to in-
corporate students like Anna into a regular 
classroom, they may be never have that 
chance to excel.

Needs                      From Page 1

School & Youth News

Mr. Richard and Lynn Major (Prin-
cipal/Founder of Every Child Counts) also 
briefly explained a pilot program between 
Forest Heights and Every Child Counts to 
help students who bridge the gap between 
needing special education and functioning 
in a “normal” classroom.

Charlamae Fernander, Assistant Di-
rector the Dept. of Social Services – Aba-
co, spoke about how helping the disabled 
must be a community-wide issue and a 
continuous process.  “Never be finished,” 
she said, “Make adjustments. Keep mak-
ing progress.”

Ms. Fernander spoke about establish-

ing a registry of disabled persons on Aba-
co. With a registry it will be easier to help 
those who would otherwise fall through 
society’s cracks. She is seeking the com-
munity’s assistance in this manner.

Pastor Deion Gibson (First Assembly 
of God Church) said the religious com-
munity needs to step up to the plate. He 
explained how many Christians expect 
prayers to immediately result in healing, 
and when that is not experienced there is 
“a disconnect” in what they believe and 
what they are confronted with. This leads 
many in the church to shun the disabled 
and in doing so have done a great disser-

vice to many. 
Pastor Gibson said that, in his church, 

they have started to actively involve those 
with disabilities and he has found it to be a 
great outreach and ministry.

All agreed that the key is to simply 
start a community dialogue. The more in-
teraction there is the more sensitivity there 
will be on the subject and in interactions.

The Youth Ambassadors Program 
is a three-week exchange that is held in 
the United States for high school students 
and adult mentors. The primary program 
themes are civic education, community 
service, and youth leadership development.

Above: on September 24 the Youth Ambassadors held a meeting with the community. It prompted a lot of discussion and highlighted the 
need to recognize the needs of disabled Bahamians.
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By Jennifer Hudson
Final results are now out for the na-

tionwide E. Clement Bethel National Arts 
Festival with the Abaco’s own St. Francis 
de Sales School topping the slate of na-
tional winners. Judging in this prestigious 
competition began in January and contin-
ued throughout the islands of The Bahamas 
until June. 

Adjudications were held on Abaco 
from April 1-4 by the same highly qualified 
panel of judges in music, drama and dance 
who adjudicated throughout all of the is-
lands. Participants were judged against 
others throughout the entire country so to 
win is indeed an extreme honour. 

The judges praised the amount of tal-
ent on Abaco and awarded some extremely 
high marks. Sandy Edwards, Education 
Officer at the Ministry of Education, Aba-
co, was pleased at the increase in number 
of entries this year and following some ex-
ceptional performances had high hopes that 
there would be several national winners. 

Her hopes have certainly come to 
fruition.

St. Francis de Sales came out tops 
with 5 national first place winners and one 
second place winner. Mr. Sarmiento, mu-
sic teacher at the school, was overjoyed at 
the result. This is his fifth year as music 
teacher at the school. 

“During my first year we had one na-
tional winner and the number has increased 
each year. This year is the highest number 
ever and I am overwhelmed,” he stated. 

St. Francis de Sales Tops National Arts 
Festival Winners; Other Abaco Talent Awarded

“The children at St. Francis are given rig-
orous training in music which gives them 
self-esteem and assists in character devel-
opment and it is pure joy for me to teach 
them. Before the competition they give up 
their time before school , after school and 
during their lunch hour to practice.” 

Four male teachers on the staff, in-
cluding the music teacher, formed their 
own quartet a few years ago and since en-
tering the festival three years ago they have 
been national winners each year. They also 
joined with a group of senior students to 
sing in the Pop Group category and won 
with the highest honour mark of 94%.

St. Francis de Sales National First 
Place Winners:

Allaire Johnson and Savion Bethel - 
Gospel Duet 13-15 years

Ashanti Duncanson - Pop Solo 13-15 
years

Senior Students and staff - Pop Group 
Senior Students - Gospel Choir
Male staff quartet - Male gospel 

group.
The James A. Pinder Primary School 

also did very well producing two National 
Winners with their ‘Shining Stars’ dance 
groups. Antonia Rolle and Breanna Pinder 
received extremely high praise from dance 
judge, Lawrence Carrol, for their modern 
dance and the under-12 Junkanoo group 
also came out tops. 

J.A. Pinder Primary Scool’s Cul-
tural Co-ordinator, Valeria Hepburn, was 
awarded the Hubert Farrington Choreog-

raphy Award of Excellence for her work 
in dance.

The Crossing Rocks Primary School 
took first place nationally in the choral 
verse speaking class. 

Fifteen year old Ronell Escarment, a 
student at the Every Child Counts School, 
was a national winner for the second year 
in a row in the Tenor Solo Class with a 
91% honour win. Lyn Major, Principal 
of the school, says that Ronell has excep-
tional talent and it is felt that he could go a 
long way in a musical career. Many people 
try to help him develop his talents includ-
ing Bill Gallo, music professor from Rol-
lins College who is a second home owner 
volunteer at the school, Kenneth Gayle, a 
professional opera tenor who is a member 
of the ‘Music Doining Good ‘group which 
performs a benefit concert once a year 
for the school and Mr. Sarmiento, music 
teacher at St. Francis de Sales School.

Other national first place winners:
The Been Sister’s Glow Garden 

School in the Family Group category and 
Basil Been in the Solo singing for Bass, 
community class. Mr. Been’s amazingly 
rich bass voice makes him an annual win-
ner in this category.

All of these national first place prize-
winners will be invited into Nassau later 
this year to perform in the National Prize-
winners’ concert.

Abaco Central 
PTA Meeting has 

Good Turnout
By Mirella Santillo

The Principal of Abaco Central High 
School, Ricardo Ferguson, was pleased 
with the turn-out (approximately one hun-
dred people) of the first PTA meeting of 
the year. The meeting was held on Sep-
tember 8.

The Principal, armed with a micro-
phone, addressed a room full of mostly 
parents as well as a crowd of more parents 
and teachers assembled outside the class-
room. The assembly was meant to reiterate 
the rules of the school and to elect a new 
PTA committee.

The Principal went over several areas 
of concern, outlining them in detail. He 
addressed the new regulation concerning 
the National High School Diploma, spoke 
about the mandatory examination fees and 
the deadline for the courses to be submit-
ted. He expressed his refusal to allow stu-
dents carry cell phones to school and re-
minded parents of the school dress code as 
well as attendance and punctuality issues.

Before allowing the PTA elections to 
take place, he also broached the topics of 
books and school insurance.

The first item of concern was the 
National High School Diploma (a country- 
wide standard diploma) that will be imple-
mented this year.

He explained that tenth graders will 
be mostly affected by the new regulation 
as the program spreads over three years, 
starting with grade ten. Students taking the 

BJC examination must take four subjects 
with a minimum of D passing grades. The 
students must maintain 90% attendance 
over the three years leading to graduation 
and maintain 90% punctuality as well as 
attending ten hours of job readiness. 

Applied sciences, art, cosmetology, 
mechanics, and performing arts, to men-
tion a few, would be possible career sub-
jects. He urged the parents to recognize 
the abilities of their children. Not everyone 
can be a doctor or a lawyer, he said, so get 
the students on a path that will benefit them 
in life. The school is seeking volunteers to 
teach barbering, plumbing or electrical, 
among others, to teach job readiness in 
those fields.

He made a strong point regarding the 
mandatory examinations fees for ninth and 
twelfth graders. BJC subjects are $5.00 
each and BGCSE are $15.00 each plus a 
$5.00 registration fee. 

“Make sure your child gives you a 
receipt showing that the monies have been 
paid and keep it in case of dispute.” he 
said, citing cases of children spending the 
money elsewhere.

Still speaking about the examina-
tions, he reminded parents that the course 
work was due in April. He urged parents to 
know what course work their child signed 
up for and how much it is going to cost.

“Last year I had to beg for extension, 
if you cannot meet me half way, something 
is wrong,” he complained. Register your 
child for examination at the beginning of 
December. Students with a D or a C can 
retake the examinations if they want to im-
prove their grades. He added that teachers 
are offering after-school courses for an op-
portunity to better prepare.

Cell phones are a sore subject for the 
Principal who is adamantly opposed to the 
students bringing them to school, mention-
ing discipline incidents related to students 
having their phones with them during 
school hours. “If a cell phone is confiscat-
ed on the school premises,” he declared, 
“come and see me in June after graduation 
to recuperate them.”

His next point was the issue of uni-
forms not conforming to the school re-
quirements. The girls should wear a skirt 
at least two inches below the knee.

Boys on the other hand should not 
have pants that are too long. Ties have not 
been provided yet because of a delay from 
the supplier; belts should be worn. 

“We are trying to develop a sense of 
pride in the school,” he explained. Stu-
dents should follow rules.

Lateness was a problem last year.
“Wherever you live, parents, no 

student should arrive at 10:00 or later.” 
Classes start at 9:10am. 

I will be making my rounds in the 
morning to make sure students are on time 
even if I have to give them a ride.

Another attendance problem was chil-
dren being taken out of school and brought 
back some weeks or months later.

“It makes a mess for the school. If 
transferring a child is what you have to do, 
fine; but this year any returning student 

Please see PTA                Page 5
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will be charged the full registration fee.”

 He reminded parents that children 
must have books, at least for English and 
Mathematics, as teachers cannot copy them 
continuously to supply students who do not 
have them.  A couple of parents mentioned 
having bought books that were never used, 
so Mr. Ferguson suggested that the list be 
revisited and that those parents bring the 
books back for resale to other students.

After urging them to buy school in-
surance, which for $20.00 covers a stu-
dent wherever he/she is,  he passed on the 
microphone to the Senior Assistant, Mr. 
Coakley, who was to orchestrate the elec-
tions.

Odelle Stevens agreed to become 
President, Andrea Joseph as Vice-Presi-
dent, Philippa McIntosh will be the Sec-
retary, the Assistant-Secretary is Shenelle 
Smith.  Bernadette Murray will take over 
the duties of Treasurer with Cornelius 
Reckley as Assistant. 

Last year’s President Pastor Jason 
Quashie will remain on the committee as 
Chaplin. 

Thirty seven teachers have resumed 
their duties since September 1. Most of 
them attended the event.  They introduced 
themselves individually at the end of the 
meeting.  Returning Vice-Principal, Shir-
ley Krezel and Senior-Assistant, Ethelene 
McIntosh, both attended.

PTA                            From Page 4

By Lee Pinder
A recent graduate of Forest Heights, 

Victoria Bethel of Cherokee received a 
perfect score in ten separate subjects she 
took in the Ministry of Education’s BGC-
SE tests. 

This is something that has never been 
done before.  

It was not only the highest score in 

Local Girl 
Achieves Highest 

Grades Ever

Above: FHA graduate Victoria Bethel. 
She is the only person in the history of the 
country to receive 10 A’s in the BGCSE 
exams.

Abaco, but the first time ten straight “A’s” 
have been recorded for any student from 
any of the many graduating classes from all 
over The Bahamas.

Her parents, Neville and Lorena 
Bethel, are very proud of their daughter. 

Even though they are not a Chero-
kee roots family, Victoria says her father 
found the perfect spot to build their home 
on Watching Bay, and the view from their 
veranda is breathtaking.  She says her 
father’s family hales from Hope Town, 
while her mother is from Guatamala in 
Central America. But she grew up in Nas-
sau and attended Westminster College until 
they moved here a few years back when 
she enrolled at Forest Heights Academy in 
Marsh Harbour.

Victoria says she has no immediate 
plans, but is hoping to go on to University 
next year, possibly at the University of the 
West Indies where she hopes to major in 
the field of medical research, as she has 
always been fascinated by chemistry and 
science.  

In the meantime, she loves to read 
and is quite the budding artist.

She is a lovely young lady, very 
poised and mannerly with a beautiful smile 
and a winning personality and whatever 
road she decides to take, she will definitely 
reach her goal.  We want to congratulate 
her and give her our best wishes in what-
ever future she chooses for herself. 

By Canishka Alexander
Central Abaco Primary School 

(CAPS) has been in the limelight in recent 
days to the point of making national head-
lines. The first of several incidents began 
when the work hours for teachers were 
changed.

Beginning Sept. 22 through Sept. 
26, Chantal Cox, The Bahamas Union 
of Teachers (BUT) Area Vice President 

CAPS Teachers 
Embark on 

Weeklong Protest
Union Joins Strike Over of 

15 Minute Adjustment

Above: Hon. Jerome Fitzgerald, Minister 
of Education, Science and Technology dur-
ing his visit tour of Abaco schools in Sep-
tember.

Please see Strike                Page 12
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By Canishka Alexander
The Abaco Softball Association 

(ASA) Playoff Games began on the week-
end of Sept. 12 at the Murphy Town Ball 
Field to the excitement of fans. The first 
showdown was between the Hope Town 
Wreckers and Simple Solution Sharks in 
the best-of-seven series.

ASA Softball Championship 
Games to Begin this Weekend 

Above: Game between Creter's Bulldogs and DNR Sluggers on Sept. 26. The Bulldogs 
beat the Sluggers 11 to 1: In the seven-series ASA Playoff Games, the Bulldogs were up 
4-0 in the series and advanced to the Championships games that will begin on Friday.

The Sharks beat the Wreckers: 12 to 
7.  The featured game between the Cre-
ter’s Bulldogs and DNR Sluggers caused a 
major upset for the Sluggers. The Bulldogs 
were merciless and defeated the Sluggers 
with a score of 11 to 0.

The following night, the Sharks deliv-
ered a repeat performance for the Wreck-

S p o r t s
ers, scoring 12 runs while the Wreckers 
scored six runs. History would repeat itself 
in the Bulldogs and Sluggers’ game when 
the Bulldogs scored 11 runs again leaving 
no opportunity for the Sluggers to score 
any runs.

On Sept. 19, the Bulldogs upped the 
ante to score 15 runs, and still no runs 
for the Sluggers. However, the Wreck-
ers proved they had enough in their game 
against the Sharks. The Wreckers captured 
the game this time with 11 runs to the 
Sharks’ four runs.

Although their next game only al-
lowed them to get away “by the skin of 
their teeth,” it was worth the chance for 
the Wreckers. They narrowly won by a 
one-point lead to score seven runs, while 
the Sharks scored six runs.

Sept. 26 gave the DNR Sluggers one 
more opportunity to stay in the running for 
championships, but fate was not on their 
side. The Bulldogs won their final playoff 
game against the DNR Sluggers beating 

them 11 to 1, and advanced to the Abaco 
Championships. In the last game of the 
night, the Wreckers won 6 to 5 over the 
Sharks in Game 5, so the Wreckers were 
up 3-2 in the series with Game 6Saturday 
night. To the disappointment of the Wreck-
ers, the Sharks edged them out in extra in-
nings to tie the series 3-3.

A deciding game was held on Tues-
day night between the Wreckers and the 
Sharks to determine who would advance to 
the championships to play against the Bull-
dogs. Those details will appear in the next 
edition of The Abaconian.

Nevertheless, Abaco Softball Cham-
pionships will begin on Friday continuing 
onto Saturday. The women and men’s soft-
ball team winners from Abaco will then 
travel to Nassau for the Bahamas National 
Softball Championships, which takes place 
from Oct. 30 to Nov. 2.

This weekend, the winners of the 
ASA raffle drawing will also be announced. 

Above: Game between Hope Town Wreckers and Simple Solution Sharks on Sept. 26. 
The two teams were tied in the series 3-3 on Sept. 27, and a deciding game was held on 
Tuesday night to break the tie. The team that won will advance to the Championships to 
compete against Creter's Bulldogs on Friday.

 Amazing hilltop 
lots with fantastic sea 
views. These lots are 
the best priced lots 
in the subdivision, 
and boast the best 
views. Baker’s Creek 
is located roughly 8 
miles north of Marsh 
Harbour and also 
from Treasure Cay. 

 The subdivision 
features underground 
utilities to all lots 
and access for all 
homeowners to the 
beach where picnic 
tables are available.

Each lot is 11,300 sq. ft. (.26 acres)    BSD $39,900

Brent Cartwright - Broker • Aisle of Palm Realty
P. O. Box AB 20900 • Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Phone: 242 367 0080 • U. S. Number 561 839 9041 • Cell 242 477 5715
Email: brent@aisleofpalmrealty.com • Skype: brentinabaco • www.aisleofpalmrealty.com

Property For Sale

BAKER’S CREEK BEACH

LOT 10 BAKER’S CREEK

Baker’s Creek Lots 10 & 11
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CAR SALES
Driven for Dependability

For a Limited Time Only

Shipping to Marsh Harbour
FREE OF CHARGE!

Ask About Our Test Drive Program
*Terms and conditions apply

Facebook: Avis Bahamas

Call: 242-377-7185
E-mail: avisbahamas@coralwave.com

www.avis.com.bs
38 Airport Industial Park

Western Road
Nassau, Bahamas

(near Nassau Airport)

S p o r t s

By Mirella Santillo
The Summer Church Basketball 

League ended with three days of play-
offs and championship games culminating 
in the victory of Change Ministries’ team 
in two age categories. They won 28 to 20 
over ACH in the under 15 category and 47 
to 46 over Church of God of Prophecy.

The play-offs started in the evening of 
Thursday, September 4 with three games, 
the first one having been forfeited by the 
no-show of Church of God of Prophecy’s 
team, in the under thirteen category. 

Youth in Action’s team of under-fif-
teen won over the Zion Knights, 24 to 23, 

Summer Church Basketball League 
Holds Championship Games

Above: Open Category Champions - Change Ministries

in a very close game. 
Next, Abaco Central High School 

Marlins defeated the Church of God of 
Prophecy’s team in the under nineteen 
category. It was an easy victory, with the 
Marlins leading most of the game which 
ended with a score of 20 to 13. 

Zion Knights won over the Youth in 
Action’s team which they defeated 30 to 
19.

On Friday evening, the Knights beat 
the Marlins 15 to 14 in a very close game 
played by the young, under thirteen kids.

Change Ministries’ team defeated the 
Youth in Action’s team 22 to 18 in the un-

Above: the Under-19 champions - ACH Marlins with coach Ms Shantell Penn

der fifteen age group.
The Marlins put on a sustained fight 

in the following game for the under nine-
teens, beating the Knights 31 to 22.

Abaco Youth Ministries’ team and 
Church of God of Prophecy were playing 
against each other in the open category. 
The game ended with a score of 33 -23 for 
COGP.

Four championship games took place 
on Saturday. 

The Knights defeated the Change 
Ministries’ team in the under thirteen cat-
egory 14 to 10. In the second game, the 

Marlins lost to Change Ministries in the 
under fifteen age group 20 to 28, but they 
took their revenge in the third game against 
the same team, in the under nineteen cat-
egory, beating Change Ministries’ team 34 
to 31 in a very tight game.

The final game in the open category 
was even closer. Until the last minute it 
seemed that Church of God of Prophecy’s 
players were going to pull off the victory 
as they were leading at half time by 27 to 
16. 

Above: Under 15 Champion - Change Ministries, With Randy Davis and RefereeIshmael 
Morley.

Please see Basketball      Page  8



Page 8     Section B      The Abaconian   October 1, 2014

The Change Ministries’ team pulled 
themselves together in the second half and 
a last basket gave them the victory by one 
point.

Most of the same players played for 
their teams all through the Summer, gath-
ering at the Zion Church basketball court, 
often with a crowd of supporters from the 
same areas of Dundas Town and Murphy 
Town.

Basketball                 From Page 7
At the end of the season, one could 

notice a definite improvement in the way 
the youngsters played, which accounts for 
the close scores in the final championship 
games.     

Pastor Everett Strachan, one of the 
League Coordinators, said that there was 
such an interest in basketball from the 
young crowd that he is thinking of organiz-
ing another tournament in the near future.

Above: Under 13 Champions - Zion Knights with Coach Nelson.

S p o r t s

Above: RCLCNA Class Secretary, Dave Branning presents Jim Kaighin the RC Laser NA  
Bruce Kirby Trophy with Silver Fleet Winner, and Regatta Chairman, Rick Ferguson on 
the right

Press Release
The reputation of the RC Laser skip-

pers at Lake Crabtree is renowned. No out-
sider has won a regatta against this great 
group of sailors on this lake until now. Jim 
Kaighin survived travel disruptions from 
The Bahamas to Florida to Raleigh to win 
his fourth North American Championship 
by one point. 

Tied with Tom Rummage and Gerry 
Cobley going into the last race, with Bob 

Local Man Wins Fourth North American 
Championship RC Laser Title in a Nail Biter

Szczepanski two points back (all Triangle 
MYC), Jim needed to hold them off and he 
did with a second in the last race to win the 
regatta by one point. It was a tough loss for 
Bob Szczepanski who won six of the first 8 
races but he (and other contenders) had to 
count some mid fleet finishes in the regatta 
and that kept them out of the top spot.

Jim Kaighin consistently managed his 
races, winning only two of the seeding rac-
es and keeping near the top in the others. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Port Department will be in Guana Cay on Wednesday, 
October 22nd, 2014 between the hours of 11:30am thru 4:15pm 
to conduct the following:
   (a) Revenue collection
   (b) Other matters relative to Port, 
         including docks, moorings, etc. 
   

PORT DEPARTMENT
P.O. Box AB-20922

Marsh Harbour, Abaco
Ph: (242) 367-0038/2934   Fax: (242) 367-0041

By Mirella Santillo
A flock of Purple Martins and an Em-

pidonax Flycatcher were only two of the 
exciting bird species observed during the 
first-of-the-season South Abaco birdwatch-
ing outing. They were among an impres-
sive number of species sighted that day. 

Some birds spotted in the Treasure 
Cay area and on the way to Marsh Har-
bour by veteran ornithologist, Dr. Elwood 
Bracey, were also included in the count. 
All together over seventy five species of 
birds were sighted by a team of eleven peo-
ple who met at the office of the Bahamas 
National Trust in Marsh Harbour at 7:00 
am in the morning of September 20. 

It was a perfect weather for bird-
watching: sunny and calm. Led by local 
bird watching expert, Reginald Patterson, 
they visited various areas of mixed habi-
tats such as pine forest, coppice, mangrove 
swamp, ponds and dumps as well as sandy 
beaches, all the way to the Sandy Point 
docks and sand flats. 

The first stop was at the Sunnyland 
Nursery on Cherokee Road. The over-
grown nursery with tall grasses, palm trees 
and fruit trees was populated with many 
species. It was there that a large flock of 
Purple Martins was sighted while swoop-
ing over the group. There alone, over 
twenty species were encountered. Banana-

Lifestyles
Rare Species Spotted During South Abaco Birdwatching Expedition

quits skipping in the Coconut Trees, House 
Sparrows perching on dead branches, 
Smooth- billed Anis calling each other and 
a variety of warblers fluttering in a fruit 
tree caught the attention of the birders for 
quite a long time.

The second-best surprise awaited the 
bird watchers at the next stop: Big Man-
grove where an Empidonax Flycatcher was 
identified by Dr. Bracey. The little bird 
with a yellow belly and an eye ring was 
spotted in a dense coppice area. 

Another interesting sight in the same 
area was that of the reclusive Bahama 
Mockingbird, spotted by the youngest, 
perhaps most enthusiastic, member of the 
group: twelve years old Simon. A Worm-
Eating Warbler was also seen there, which 
is not a very common a sight.

Along the road leading to the man-
grove area, the pine forest revealed the 
usually expected Pine and Olive-Capped 
Warblers.

Quite a few parrots let their presence 
be known as they flew with loud shrills 
over the Bahama Palm Shores Road, to the 
delight of new birders who were able to 
take photographs. On the beach a multitude 
of sea birds ran among the seaweeds, for-
aging for food. Among them were Sander-
lings, Ruddy Turnstones, Least Sandpipers 
and Semi-Palmated Sandpipers.

By noon, half of the group left for 
home. The others decided to go on to San-
dy Point for a well-deserved rest and lunch 
at Nancy’s Restaurant, with the intention 
to keep on birding after lunch. In the far 
distance from the eatery, Laughing Gulls 
and a couple of Brown Pelicans were seen 
through binoculars, hovering at sea, look-
ing for fish.

While waiting for the food to arrive, 
three members of the group took a short 
drive to inspect the sand bars. It was not 

quite low tide, but Royal Terns, Sandwich 
Terns and Great Egrets among other shore 
birds could be observed through the tele-
scope. A Belted Kingfisher flew by before 
hovering and diving for its meal.

After a second trip to observe the flats 
with the rest of the group, most people 
were ready to call it a day. A quick trip to 
the new ferry dock area where three Bobo-
links were sighted, marked the end of the 
outing for everyone except two. By then, 
over sixty species had been noted.

Dr. Bracey and his neighbor, John 
Taylor, were still intent on discovering 
more species and so they did. A Tricolored 
Heron, a Cattle Egret and a Mangrove 
Cuckoo at the Sandy Point Lake as well 
as Green-winged Teals and White-cheeked 
Pintails at Gilpin’s Point rewarded their 
tenacity.

According to Dr. Bracey, it was past 
6:00 pm when the two men reached home. 
A tiring, but most satisfactory trip for the 
birdwatchers.

Above: the Bahama Yellow Throated War-
bler.

Above: the South Abaco birdwatching group led by bird watching expert, Reginald Patterson.
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THE NEW GOVERNMENT COMPLEX
TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Administrator’s Office..........................242-699-0000
Dept of Education.................................242-699-0016
Dept of Environmental Health............242-699-0032
Min of Finance/Business License..........242-699-0052
Dept of Immigration.............................242-699-0067
Magistrate’s Court................................242-699-0092
National Insurance Board.....................242-367-2639
Public Treasury.....................................242-367-2647
Dept of Social Services.........................242-699-0150 
Ministry of Tourism.............................242-699-0152
Local Government Council.................242-699-0165
Auditor General Dept..........................242-699-0171
Bahamas Mortgage Corp.....................242-699-0177
Dept   of    Information Technology...........242-699-0182
Dept of Housing...................................242-699-0187
Dept of Labour.....................................242-699-0200
Dept of Marine Resources....................242-699-0202
Road Traffic Dept.................................242-699-0217
Ministry of Youth Sports & Culture.....242-699-0228
Prime Minister’s Office........................242-699-0241
Passport Office.....................................242-699-0244

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE TO CUT OUT AND SAVE

By Jennifer Hudson
October is observed as 'Adopt a 

Shelter Dog’ month' in the United States 
and so this is a very appropriate time to 
give thought to be animal shelter here on 
Abaco. Sadly, too many people abandon 
their dogs which are often not spayed or 
neutered. They reproduce in large numbers 
and live malnourished lives on the streets.

The Abaco Shelter, formerly Pop’s 
Shelter, is a shelter located at the site of the 
old Abaco dump on the SC Bootle High-
way. This shelter was established in 2010 
by Willis Pops Weatherford as a sanctu-
ary for stray and abandoned dogs. Here 
he established a home for dogs which he 
rescued from the streets. 

Lifestyles
Abaco Animal Shelter Pushes for Adoptions

At the time he owned a business in 
central Marsh Harbour and he was greatly 
saddened by the scrawny dogs he would 
see scavenging around for food every 
day, thus he made a home for them at the 
shelter. He retired in 2012 but the shelter 
continues to grow and flourish under the 
leadership of Leisa Plummer and a band of 
devoted volunteers.

The shelter is well maintained and in-
cludes covered areas for shade and protec-
tion, spaces in which to run and exercise 
and wooden kennels to house puppies and 
dogs in need of special care. The Abaco 
Shelter plays an extremely important role 
since it is the only shelter for stray dogs. It 
provides a place for needy animals to live 

in safety and caters to their physical well-
being. 

The shelter is currently home to about 
35 adult dogs and seven pups. While the 
animals are lovingly looked after here, 
having been saved from a miserable life on 
the streets, it is every dog’s wish to live 
in a ‘forever family’. Dogs are man's best 
friend and will provide a lifetime of devo-
tion to their owners. This would be a good 
time to consider adopting one of these shel-
ter dogs as a pet if you feel you could give 
it a good home. 

Four adult dogs have been adopted 
out to local families within the last six 
months. Animals are always spayed and 
neutered before they are adopted out to 
families.

Visitors to The Bahamas love to 
adopt potcake puppies and in the past many 
puppies have been flown out to the Unit-
ed States with the help of Royal Potcake 
Rescue and other rescue groups and have 
had wonderful homes found for them over 
there. However, new restrictions prevent 
the travel into the US of puppies under 6 
months of age. Foster homes are needed 
for puppies until they are old enough to 
travel and also for older dogs which need 
to be socialized (trained to walk on a leash, 
house trained and able to interact with chil-
dren). 

The shelter runs completely on volun-
tary aid. There are presently 12 volunteers 
who work at the shelter feeding, bathing 

and catering to all of the dogs’ needs plus 
four other volunteers who assist with web-
site, fundraisers etc. The shelter is always 
looking for volunteers and would be very 
grateful to hear from anybody who is will-
ing to assist either financially or by volun-
teering a few hours a week to help at the 
shelter. 

The volunteers are hoping to improve 
the facility but much financial aid is needed 
towards this goal as well as for the items 
constantly in great demand at the shelter 
such as dog food (dry and canned), bleach, 
liquid laundry soap, medications and oint-
ments.

The goal of the shelter is to not only 
care for abandoned animals but to create 
awareness within the community for re-
sponsible pet ownership. On behalf of all 
the animals cared for at the shelter and the 
volunteers, Leisa Plummer would like to 
express appreciation to the Abaco commu-
nity for all the support they give through 
donations and fundraisers. 

Anyone wishing to donate financially, 
volunteer or adopt can go to the shelter’s 
website www. Abaco Shelter.com or to 
their Facebook page or call 365 4648, 367-
0737 or 242-559-8063. She would also like 
for people to report any neglected or aban-
doned animals so that they can be rescued. 

Above: volunteers at the Abaco Shelter caring for dogs. The shelter currently houses and 
cares for 42 dogs including puppies.
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Contact: 1-242-352-4620 or
E-mail: chamomile58@hotmail.com

HOME FOR SALE ON GUANA CAY

Bay & Ocean Views

 Built 2011 - 1100 sq. ft
Lot: Approx 75’ x 100’

Two Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms
Furnished, Generator, Central A/C

Laundry, Private Sub-division. 
30’ x 5’ Boat Slip

$700K

Happy 
Birthday

If you see this handsome 
young man, August 8th,

Please wish him a 
HAPPY 70th

BIRTHDAY

2
0

1
4

CLASS
OF

THE NAME OF THE SCHOOL

J A N E
S M I T H
JUNE 24TH, 2014
WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU

CONGRATULATION

J
born 01.10.16 at 1.52am 

6lbs  2oz / 19in

Jaden Daniel Smith

to the proud parents 
John & Mary Smith

Share your Special Moments               Memories & Wishes

John S. Smith
~Gone But Not Forgotten~

1931-2012

For A Wonderful Husband, 
Father and Papa

Love knows no boundaries.... whether 
earthly or in his presences.

Still loving and missing you as much 
today as one year ago.

When we’ve there ten thousand years 
bright shinning as the sun

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
then when we’ve first begon.

~Were Dreaming Of The Day When 
Were Finally There With You.~

Ph: 242-367-3200   or  E-mail: AbaconianNews@gmail.com

Ask us about 
our Special Rates for 

your personal ad. 

.CONGRATULATIONS

.GRADUATION

.THANK YOU

.IN MEMORY

.BIRTHDAY

.ANNIVERSARY

.FUND RAISER 

.TEACHERS APPRECIATION

.ENGAGEMENT, WEDDING 
& BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

By Jennifer Hudson
The Animal Shelter will be holding 

a Spay and Neuter Clinic on October 24, 
25 and 26 at Dr. Derrick Bailey’s Island 
Veterinary Clinic next to Abaco Hard-
ware. This service is absolutely free to any 
persons with dogs who cannot otherwise 
afford to have these animals spayed or 
neutered. Persons are encouraged to bring 
in their own pets and inform the clinic or 
Abaco Shelter of any other dogs they know 
of that need bringing in. 

Volunteers will be available on those 
days to trap any stray animals and bring 
them in to be spayed or neutered. During 
the previous spay and neuter clinic from 
April 25-27 200 animals were spayed or 
neutered.

It is very important to have animals 
spayed or neutered not only for their own 
well-being but to reduce the numbers of 
stray dogs on the streets. These dogs not 
only suffer but often bite and cause a very 
bad image for our visitors. In six years one 
female dog and her offspring can produce 
almost 70,000 pups. A female will come in 
heat every six months from the age of five 
months and have an average of 6-10 pups 
in each litter. 

This cycle must be stopped to reduce 
the number of stray dogs throughout the 
island. 

Financial donations are needed to 
assist with the operation of this spay and 
neuter clinic and may be made by check 
to Pop’s Animal Shelter or online. Please 
make it clear if the donation is for the Spay 
and Neuter Clinic or Shelter Care. Dona-
tions of sheets, towels, Q tips, cotton balls, 
alcohol, garbage bags, bleach, dog food 
and newspapers are also needed and may 
be dropped off at the following locations: 
Island Properties in the Iggy Biggy Com-
plex, Java Coffee shop and the Jib Room.

Lifestyles
Spay and Neuter 
Clinics to Offer 

Free Service

Above: a young pup at the Abaco Shelter 
begging to be adopted.

By Mirella Santillo
After a three-month summer recess 

during which the board members met sev-
eral times to plan the Society’s activities 
for the up-coming year, the Horticultural 
Society of The Bahamas-Abaco Branch 
meetings resumed on September 13.

The meeting was held at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean and Mary Murry in 
Leisure Lee. Thirty five people attended 
the gathering, a very fair number for this 
time of the year when the second home 
owners have not yet returned. The assem-
bly was comprised of quite a few new at-
tendees.

After the customary welcome and 
updates by returning President, Barbara 
Foreman, the presenter, Michael Light-
bourn, owner of the Lightbourn Family 
Farm located in Schooner Bay, was intro-
duced.

Mr. Lightbourn immediately cap-
tured people’s attention by delivering in-
formation on soil conditioning in a precise 
and confident manner. He talkeda bout the 
best ways of growing vegetables and fruits 
and on controlling garden pests at the home 
gardener’s level.

Mr. Lightbourn also had a surprise 
for the attendees as a Solar Energy presen-
tation followed the one on gardening.

The Lightbourn Family Farm is 
mostly a hydroponic facility with only a 
few beds of in- ground vegetables. As such 
the soil acidity is controlled and the use of 
pesticides is greatly reduced.

“In ground, there is a lot of nature 

Horticulture Society 
Resumes Meetings 

interfering and the PH varies depending 
on the area,” explained the presenter. He 
suggested that people take soil samples and 
send them to the University of Florida for 
results. The service is free. A nearly neu-
tral PH is preferable at around 6.5 - 7.

He explained that soil can be recon-
ditioned with the addition of compost and 
by adding peat moss to existing soil to 
drive the PH down. Growing vegetables in 
raised beds using a soil mixture of Miracle 
Grow potting soil, to which peat moss and 
composted sea weeds had been added, will 
produce a favorable growing medium. 

For the organically conscious gar-
dener, cow manure or chicken manure 
can be used instead of chemical fertilizers. 
The presence of Earth Worms in the soil 
is a very beneficial addition. He suggested 
that people look for ways of adding Earth 
Worms to their soil.

To control pests without the use of 
harsh pesticides, Mr. Lightbourn recom-
mended management control which meant 
to examine the plants on a daily basis and 
immediately act on the problem by remov-
ing the attacked limbs and the actual pests. 

He mentioned having success on cer-
tain plants with hot pepper spray - which 
unfortunately for those who do not like hot 
peppers- might leave a spicy taste in the 
produce sprayed. Hence the pepper spray 
is better used on ornamentals.

He also said that spraying with Neem 
could help control white flies on tomatoes 
and that making sure there is a good air 
flow between the crops minimizes the pos-
sibility of infestation.

Having beneficial insects such as 
Lady Bugs or Praying Mantis also helps in 
controlling the most common garden pests.

Above: the Abaco Branch of the Horticulture Society resumed meeting in September. The 
first meeting, with guest-speaker Michael Lightbourn of Lightbourne Family Farms, was 
well-attended.
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School & Youth News
Strike                          From Page 5

for the Northern Bahamas, accompanied 
teachers at CAPS on their weeklong pro-
test in front of the school. Clinton Laroda, 
BUT’s Area Vice President for Grand  Ba-
hama joined the teachers on Sept. 26. 

Cox explained that the teachers’ work 
hours were changed from the standard 8:45 
a.m. arrival time to a 3:15 p.m. departure 
to requesting the teachers be at the school 
from 8:30 a.m.

She said this change is in direct vio-
lation of the collective bargaining agree-
ment put in place with the Government. In 
a show of solidarity, the teachers assem-
bled at the front of the school at 8:30 a.m. 
throughout the week then proceeded onto 
the school grounds at 8:45 a.m.

The Abaconian also received reports 
of a demonstration at Abaco Central High 
School as well that did not end on a good 
note. Students were said to have become 

Above: CAPS teachers protesting. When the teachers’ were required this year to be to 
work at 8:30am instead of 8:45am, the Bahamas Union of Teachers joined a weeklong 
protest in a show of solidarity.

vocal and disrespectful toward Jerome 
Fitzgerald, Minister of Education, Sci-
ence and Technology, as he did his tour of 
the school because their concerns were not 
being heard regarding a teacher shortage.

According to Cox’s report, the Aba-
co District has approximately 116 teachers 
and a number of educators who have been 
impacted by this change in work hours. In 
her investigation, Cox claimed that educa-
tors in other districts are not being made 
to comply with this change.

In an effort to bring clarity to the 
situation, she spoke to Education Director 
Lionel Sands who allegedly confirmed that 
a circular was sent out to all school within 
The Bahamas. 

Nevertheless, Cox said that educa-
tors in other districts do not report to work 
until 8:45 a.m. and are given a five-minute 
grace period up until 8:50 a.m. to report 
to work.

 
By Canishka Alexander

During a PTA Meeting at CAPS on 

Sept. 15, Principal Beatrice Moxey an-

nounced that the school is in need of ad-

ditional classrooms – seven to be exact. 

When the school opened a few weeks ago, 

a total of 150 Grade One students were en-

rolled at the school.

This forced the staff to use the Mary 

E. Cartwright Library and a portion of the 

pre-school to accommodate the large num-

ber of students. Parents/guardians were 

asked to stay behind after the meeting to 

determine how they could assist.

Now according to sources, the pre-

school was shut down mid-semester last 

year because of the presence of mold in 

the ceiling. These allegations have been 

denied by the official channels, so this re-

porter decided to visit the school and make 

her own observations.

There were indeed black spots re-

sembling mold along several sections of 

the ceiling and around light fixtures of the 

classrooms I visited, but I was told that the 

ceiling was painted over to hide how bad 

the presence of mold is. Soon after I left 

the school on Sept. 25, I was notified that 

Reports of Mold at CAPS; 
Teachers Fall Ill

Above: a shot of the alleged mold in one of the classrooms. Some patches of ceiling were 
freshly painted, however, dark residue was still visible underneath it.

someone reported that I had photographed 

the ceiling so a new coat of paint was add-

ed to conceal what I had seen.

To make matters worse, two teachers 

are believed to have developed respiratory 

illnesses as a result of being in the class-

rooms in question. We understand that a 

doctor ordered the classroom to be closed, 

and that the department responsible for 

such matters did an inspection which in-

volved no collecting or testing of samples 

of what was seen on the ceiling. 

Nevertheless, a report was handed 

into the school declaring that no mold was 

discovered.

Despite complaints to those in charge, 

an attempt has been made to discredit per-

sons who make any mention of mold at 

the school.  A meeting was called with all 

teachers and teachers’ aides in an effort to 

prevent them from saying anything about 

the situation. 

The only thing done to remedy the 

problem is to continue painting the ceiling 

and put pressure on the janitresses to do a 

better job of cleaning the classrooms.
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The staff, Students and the P.T.A. of Amy Roberts Primary 
School would like to extend a tremendous and sincere 
‘THANK YOU’ to Mr. Matthew  Lowe, Mr. Christopher Roberts 
(both GTC District Council members ) and Mr. Jason Bethel 
and the team they organized, for their hours of physical labor 
and hard work.  This dedicated volunteer crew came to our 
rescue when an unfortunate chain of events threatened to 
delay the opening of the school. 
     Thank you to all of you!

Thank You!

Sunrise: June 9, 1946
Sunset: September 7, 2014

Foster Ellsworth Weech

Funeral Services was held at Calvary Bible Church, Nassau, September 13, 2014. 
Left to cherish his memories are his Fiancée: Martha Albury; Daughter: Michelle Key; Son-in-law: Matthew Key; 
Sister: Paula Unhjem; Brother-in-law: Ivar Unhjem; Nephews: Troy (Angela) and Ronnie (Kristina);  Niece: Kelly 
(Johnathan) Dam; Great Nephews: Cody, Brayden, Bradley and Dylan; Great Nieces: Nikita and Mackenzie; Aunts: 
Elva Sweeting, Ester Darville, Beverley Curry and Doreen Weech; Uncles: Pat Sweeting & Vertram Lowe.

I love you Dad with all my heart
And hate that we should be apart.

Our love is a bond that can’t be broken,
You may be gone, but never forgotten.

I remember that day you went away,
The pain in my heart is every beat,
But I know that eventually, one day 

We will, once again meet. 

The loss is something I can’t describe.
I am really going to miss you.

One day I’ll be back by your side
So I can hug and Kiss you.

Things will never again be the same
And though I’m hurting quite bad,

I will smile whenever I hear your name
And be so proud to remember my dad. 

In Loving Memory
I LOVE YOU DAD

Sleep well darling dad, forever 
in my heart and my thoughts.

Business

By Timothy Roberts
During a presentation at the Abaco 

Business Outlook Robert Myers, the Baha-
mas Chamber of Commerce and Employ-
ers Confederation’s (BCCEC) chairman, 
said that poor compliance caused by cor-
ruption, limited accountability and a lack 
of enforcement, has resulted in the Baha-
mian formal economy paying a dispropor-
tionate share of the country’s taxes.

In Late 2013 it was reported that the 
government was successfully collecting a 
mere 30% of taxes owed. Mr. Myers said 
that had compliance with existing taxes 
been at 75-80 per cent, there would be no 
need for Value-Added Tax (VAT).

“Compliance is absolutely critical, 
not just VAT compliance but all taxes are 
just critical,” he said.

“If we are not paying our fair share 
of taxes, then taxes have to go up. Frankly, 
the private sector is overpaying its share of 
taxes. The problem is that there is a lack of 
accountability and enforcement of the rule 
of law.

“Compliance is low and those that 
are paying taxes are overpaying because 
we have to make up for all of the ones that 
don’t pay.” Mr. Myers added.

He said that with the Government 
now set on moving forward with VAT at 
7.5 per cent come January 1, more focus 
must be placed on fiscal and energy re-
form. “Now we must demand Fiscal and 
Energy Reform.”

“GDP growth is only going to happen 
if we can become competitive,” he added.

Mr. Myers said government stabil-
ity was as important as the economy itself. 
“You have heard recent comments from 
the IMF and ratings agencies, as of late, 
talking about the threat of devaluation,” he 
added.

“These are very scary and real con-
cerns. If we don’t address the Govern-
ment’s concerns and the private sector’s 
concerns, those are the places we will end 
up.”

He said that the country’s fiscal health 
is in poor condition. “The fiscal status quo 
is unsustainable and mounting debt, con-
tinued deficits, unchecked capital & recur-
rent spending, inefficiencies, corruption, 
lack of accountability, adherence to the 
rule of law and poor policies are making 
the Bahamas regionally and globally un-
competitive.”

“We will continue to see negative fis-
cal results and further downgrades by rat-
ing agencies until the leadership and gov-
ernment of The Bahamas implement fiscal 
reform and not just tax reform.”

He said that the Bahamian dollar is 
pegged to the US dollar which means glob-
al competitiveness is key for the economy’s 

Chamber of Commerce Voices 
Concern for Fiscal Reform

return to equilibrium. “The Bahamas must 
be globally and regionally competitive by 
creating an economic climate which at-
tracts business and tourism,” he said.

Mr. Myers said that existing tax com-
pliance is well below international stan-
dards and the “Rule of Law is not enforced 
evenly or fairly.”

Electricity costs are twice what they 
should be and thus cause a huge drain on 
foreign reserves and businesses to be un-
competitive.  He added that the cost of 
debt from banks is too high and is choking 
growth.   

“We must address the problems not 
the symptoms,” he said. The Bahamas’ 
debt to GDP ratio is too high – currently 
at 66 percent with a negative Baa1 rating.

“What happens if we do nothing? Our 
credit rating will continue to decline, our 
debt will cost us more to service (inter-
est payments on debt alone are currently 
above $210,000,000 per year), there will 
be greater pressure to maintain foreign re-
serves and we run the risk of dollar devalu-
ation against the US dollar.”

He said that as taxes rise to meet larg-
er debt businesses will become less com-
petitive regionally and globally. 

Mr. Myers said we must demand en-
forcement of the rule of law and improve 
private sector legal enforcement – “The 
informal economy must be shut down im-
mediately.” 

He added that the country needs to 
legislate a Government Watchdog or Of-
fice of the Ombudsman, enact the Freedom 
of Information Act and apply the rule of 
law evenly and fairly to all citizens includ-
ing politicians and civil servants.

Mr. Myers said we need to demand 
accountability in revenue collection, mak-
ing civil servants accountable, comply with 
International Financial Reporting Stan-
dards (IFRS) and stop government over-
spending.

“According to the 2014 mid-year 
budget the Government is running a 
monthly deficit averaging almost $40 mil-
lion. That’s $1.3 million dollars per day!”

He added that in twenty years recur-
rent expenditures have nearly tripled but 
government services have not improved by 
the same amount.

He said that data shows that the gov-
ernment spends 34.4 percent of their bud-
get on civil service wages while public 
ownership of utilities has led to high prices 
and inbuilt inefficiency.

He noted that Maurice Mctigue (Cab-
inet Minister in New Zealand) said “We 
sold public companies and productivity 
went up and cost of services went down 
translating into major gains to the econo-
my” (Maurice McTigue)

Mr. Myers said “Experience in coun-
tries such as New Zealand shows us that 
this process can be reversed dependent on 
the introduction of high levels of fiscal re-
form, transparency and effective enforce-
ment of the rule of law.”

Economic Benefits 
of North Abaco Port 
Touted at Outlook

By Timothy Roberts
At the Abaco Business Outlook Fran-

cis Clarke, Senior Project Engineer with 
Caribbean Civil Group, said that economic 
analysis of the North Abaco Port Project 
(NAPP) estimated that there would be a 
minimum of 18 percent Internal Rate of 
Return (IRR) on the project.

Based on a technical and economic 
feasibility study undertaken by the govern-
ment of The Bahamas done in 2010 they 
took a range of inputs and combined them 
over a 20 year time frame to generate an 
IRR.

Mr. Clarke said that the analysis in-
dicated that the port would result in a posi-
tive IRR for Greater Abaco, and if only the 
development in and around the Cooper’s 
Town area is attributed to the Port, then 
the IRR will be at a minimum of 18 per-
cent.

He also outlined the benefits of the 
NAPP for the North Abaco region indicat-
ing that it would benefit businesses with 
reduced travel time and transportation cost 
for goods shipped from other islands or the 
United States.

He said there would also be societal 
and environmental benefits and would 
bring an increase in employment and to the 
value of development projects that remain 
in Abaco. People would also likely see a 
reduction in the cost of retail goods.

Additionally there would be a re-
duction in logistical costs while possibly 
spurring population growth and business 
opportunities in conjunction with the pro-
posed marina accommodation at the port.

Mr. Clarke spoke of the future oppor-
tunities that the NAPP would provide and 
indicated that it would facilitate the contin-
ued growth of Central and North Abaco.

He said the opportunities for North 
Abaco are potentially there in tourism, in-
frastructure, agriculture and fisheries.

With transient boaters making up a 
significant portion of Abaco’s tourism ac-
tivity along with local boaters he said that 
there are significant opportunities for ma-
rina facilities.

Mr. Clarke said that the analysis 
showed that the port development will 
make such low-key development projects 
look more attractive to investors, and visi-
tors, because costs will be reduced and ac-
cess enhanced.

With an anticipated increase in popu-
lation in North Abaco there would be more 
opportunities for construction and infra-
structure and civil works to meet demands 
he said. Other business opportunities will 
be created including retail, agriculture and 
fish, and fuel dispensing.

Mr. Clarke said there is also poten-
tial for a fast-ferry between Florida, Grand 
Bahama and Treasure Cay for passengers 
and freight.   

He said that the NAPP was planned 
due to Abaco’s development and growth, 
which is centered mostly in the Central 
Abaco and surrounding Cays area, but also 
due to a lack of activity in the Treasure 
Cay, North Abaco area.

He said that since the opening of the 
new port in Marsh Harbour in 2002 there 
was an unanticipated three-fold cargo vol-
ume increase over twelve years which has 
in turn caused berthing and cargo handling 
problems.

He indicated that despite the econom-
ic down-turn the Central Abaco economy 
continues to grow, presenting additional 
pressures on the Marsh Harbour Port, so 
in order to relieve the current overcrowd-
ing along with the need to stimulate the 
North Abaco economy, the government 
examined the need to place a port in North 
Abaco.  
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Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel: 242-367-2655 •  Fax: 242-367-2464
Cell: 242-577-5322 • 242-359-6839

Big Cat Equipment

Nassau 242-457-4SOD (4763) or 225-4SOD (4763)
Abaco 242-357-6975  Fax: 242-367-2424

G R A S S
G R A S S
G R A S S

From Our Farm to Your Door!

We Now Have 
SOD

for Immediate
Delivery!

Business Service Directory
SOUTH ISLAND SOLAR

Abaco’s First Choice in Alternative Energy Solutions

. Solar Panels . Solar Batteries

. Solar Pool Pumps . Solar A/C Units

. Back up Power Systems

. Solar Golf Cart Charging System

. Solar & Instant Hot Water Heaters

. System Installations & Maintenance

. Charge Controllers/Chargers/Inverters 

FINANCING

 AVAILABLE!!

WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS

242.458.7734
mike@southislandsolar.com

w w w.southislandsolar.com
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FF Place 5 Business Classifieds & 
Get the 6th for FREE!

$45 for Black & White
$55 for One Spot Color

$65 for Full Color
Rates are per issue. Ad placement is once or twice monthly. 

For More Information Contact Us at
367-3200 or E-mail: AbaconianNews@gmail.com 

Double the 
Exposure

NOW ONLINE
ONE PRICE,

MORE COVERAGE!!

CLASSIFIED’S

School & Youth News
Interact Clubs Engage 

in Coastal Cleanups

The Interact Clubs of St Francis de Sales and Forest Heights Academy took part in 
Coastal Cleanup Month. The two clubs decided to tackle two areas on Abaco that they 
deemed needed a cleanup.
On September 27 the St Francis Interact Club went to Casuarina Point while the Forest 
Heights Club cleaned up Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour.
It was a successful outing for both Clubs.
The Interactors were joined by Rotarians Dwayne Wallas, Derrick Bailey, Reg Patterson, 
Steve Davis and Debbie Curry.
Above: The St Francis Club at Casuarina.
Below: the FHA Club at The Crossing.

By Canishka Alexander
The Abaco Christian Council part-

nered with the Department of Education to 
present a Back to School Church Service 
at Friendship Tabernacle Church on Sept. 
26.  Bishop Cedric Bullard, 1st Vice Presi-
dent of the Abaco Christian Council, was 
the moderator.

A number of schools were listed on 
the program for musical selections and 
included Little Darlings Academy, James 
A. Pinder Primary School, St. Francis de 
Sales School, Abaco Central High School, 
Cooper’s Town Primary School. A Scrip-
ture Reading was given by Grace Albury 
of Man-O-War Primary School.

Following the welcome address by 
Rev. Marie Neilly, 2nd Vice President, 
remarks were welcomed from Renardo 
Curry, Parliamentary Secretary in the Of-

Abaco Christian Council, 
Dept. of Education Hold Back 

to School Church Service 

Above: Students attending the Back to School Church Service on Sept. 26 at Friendship 
Tabernacle Church.

fice of the Prime Minister (Abaco), and 
the Hon. Jerome Fitzgerald, Minister of 
Education, Science and Technology. Both 
men gave encouragement to the students 
and teachers as they embark upon a new 
school year.

Rev. Christopher Dean of Zion Bap-
tist Cathedral was invited to pray for the 
Education staff, students and parents. 
Meanwhile Pastor Stephen Knowles, presi-
dent of the Abaco Christian Council, de-
livered remarks as the keynote speaker for 
the occasion. 

Above: the Hon. Jerome Fitzgerald speak-
ing at the Back to School Service.
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9’ Fiberglass Dinghy, Hope Town  $350. 
Please call 242.366.0635

17’5 Grady White, Doctors Tender to 50’ 
Cruiser, Low Hours Like New, 115 HP John-
son New VHF, GPS, CD, Out Riggers, Duty 
Paid $11K,  Contact Jayson 242-367-2703

Classified Advertisements
Items for Sale, Employment, Services, Cars & Boats

30’ 1975 Trojan, Sport Fisher Fly Bridge two 
station controls. Twin Marine Power 350’s 
gas, Both engines replaced in 1999. Sleeps 
5, depth finder, GPS, sterio, refrigerator, mi-
crowave, TV with VCR, stand up head and 
shower. Full canvas.  30 amp hook up. Runs 
great. DUTY PAID.  $25K or best offer.  Call 
1-267-893-7104 or email shark31760@aol.
com for more details.

36’ Berger Maine Lobster Boat, Excellent 
for crawfishing! Sleeps 4, open cockpit. No 
engine. $15,000 ONO. Call 242-475-0266.

2012 Honda Accord, black leather interior, 
low mileage, excellent condition, $28,000.00 
call Roger @ 242-359-1271

Seeking to purchase barbells and/or dumb-
bells. Please call Peter Callaghan 242-428-
3880

SEEKING TO PURCHASE

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE

Battery operated 15 pound Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator with wall power adapter and  all 
accessories, used $995.  Stationary Oxygen 
Concentrator plugs in to wall and runs con-
tinuous 24/7 with all  tubing accessories, used 
$450. Brand new Pump for Erectile Dysfunc-
tion $395. Advanced Deluxe Double Electric 
Breast Pump, new $225. Battery operated 
Portable Compressor Nebulizer, new $235. 
Located in Marsh Harbour. Call: 321-508-
7801 or email: parker.shawnparker@gmail.
com

15’ Boston Whaler, 1990 Super sport, DUTY 
PAID, good condition with Yamaha 60hp 4 
stroke - low hours. $8500  561.702.4352

23’ Sea Craft 1998, with 2006 Four Stroke 
250 HP Yamaha (600 hrs.) Recently fully ser-
viced. Garmin GPS, VHF, Stereo. All new 
electrical incl. switches , bilge pump & batter-
ies.New Electra Tab trim tabs.  Clean. $24K 
Ph: 577-0009; Derrik@RSIdrilling.com

27’ Stilleto high performance catamaran 
sail boat with trailer, duty paid. Make offer. 
Email: info@abacoadventures.com
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Marsh Harbour, Sky Developers 2 bed/1 
bath, furnished, with A/C, washer and drier, 
water included, $1100/mo. Call Mrs. Green 
at 367-2660

Marsh Harbour, 2 bed, 1 bath apt, fully fur-
nished, washer/dryer, water included. Call 
475-1266

Marsh Harbour, Two Story Island Style Ex-
ecutive Home, located close to Abaco Beach 
Resort and Little Orchard, 3 bed, 3 bath, fully 
furnished, office/craft room, can make 4th bed-
room, 2,000 sq.ft. Long term lease. Rent in-
cludes twice monthly standard maid service. 
$2,200/m. Contact 367-4485, 475-3392 

Marsh Harbour, luxury penthouse for rent, 
3 bed, 3.5 bath, pool, beach, dock, at The 
Crossing Condos. Call 577-0277 or email: 
neil@hgchristie.com

Treasure Cay, 1 bed, 1 bath furnished  apt; 
washer & water included. Only steps away 
from beach. $700/m. Long term lease only. 
Call 365-9226 after 6pm

Classified Advertisements
Houses and Land - For Rent and For Sale 
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Moving to ABACO? Home for sale: Trea-
sure Cay, Best Deal, Best Price! Ocean View 
and beach access, 3/2 with 1/1 apartment, sep-
arate meters, big yard, 3 garages. Must sell, 
creative offers entertained. Email: info@aba-
coadventures.com

“Retired Canadian college professor avail-
able for house sitting in Abaco.  Would main-
tain your residence” Peter Callaghan 242-428-
3880

NEED A HOUSE SITTER?
Turtle Rocks, between Treasure Cay and 
Marsh Harbour, 3 bed/2 bath, fully furnished 
house with 1/2 acre. Short walk to private 
beach. $225,000 or for rent $750/mo. Call 
Linda 554-9580, email lindatingling@hotmail.
com Or, U.S. Danielle (305) 332-9587 
dwebbwedr@aol.com
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