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Friends of the Environment hosts Summer 2013 Field Courses

Five new Patient Care 
Technicians for Abaco

By Simmone L. Bowe
It was an historic day for Abaco on 

Saturday, August 24, 2013 when five per-
sons graduated from the first ever Patient 
Care Technician program facilitated by 
Early Access Training Centre in Nassau.  
The classes were held every other Saturday 
for four months at Horizons Academy.

The short, but moving, graduation 
ceremony was moderated by their spirited 
nurse instructor Jen Rolle, MSN, under 
the theme “It’s Just the Beginning.”  The 
PCT graduates led in various aspects of 
the ceremony after they processed in. The 
ceremony was opened in prayer by Creslin 
Archer, followed by the scripture reading 
by Magdaleine Saunders.  

Family, friends and supporters joined 
in the singing of the congregational song 
“Lead Them, Guide Them,” after which 
Shaniqua Edgecombe read A PCT’s Poem, 

Please see PCT                   Page  2

Over the course of several weeks researchers and students came together on Abaco to learn about local ecosystems. See page 6. 

Above: The graduates of the first Patient Care Technician program in Abaco are: Creslin Archer, Lavanya Dean, Shaniqua Edge-
combe, Carissa Russell (absent from photo) and Magdaleine Saunders.
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written by a former participant in a previ-
ous session in Nassau last year, outlining 
the rigorous nature of the program, cel-
ebrating their camaraderie as a class, and 
reminding them that though the program 
is over, their work with their patients is 
just beginning.  The valedictorian was La-
vanya Dean who shared in her speech that 
through the challenging work they faced in 
the program, it was because of the support 
of her classmates and family that she made 
it through successfully.  

Magdaleine Saunders rendered a trib-
ute in song to the graduates – “Keep the 
Dream Alive”, paving the way for a pow-
erful and stirring keynote address by Rev. 
Dr. Silbert Mills, Senior Pastor, Friend-
ship Tabernacle Church.

Rev. Mills admonished the group that 
sickness has no discrimination.  “It doesn’t 
matter if you are black, white, Haitian, 
American, rich or poor if you live long 
enough, you will get sick.”  He shared that 
it is their responsibility to show the kind of 
care that every person deserves and they 
should not leave someone who is disadvan-
taged to care for someone who seems more 
privileged.  

He also challenged the group to be 
open to learn and grow, that they are just 
embarking on their careers.  He said that 
when you are at the beginning of your ca-
reer, no one trusts your ability, using the 
example that no one wants a brain surgeon 

School & Youth News
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that just graduated school to operate on 
their brain.  He advised the graduates to 
prove themselves until they earn the trust 
and respect of others and to never stop 
learning.  He told the graduates that this 
moment was ordained from before they 

were born and they were destined for this 
accomplishment.

The graduates were then present-
ed with their certificates by Director of 
Early Access Training Centre, Dr. The-
resa Moxey-Adderley along with Rev. Dr. 

Mills.  The certificate presentation was 
followed by remarks by Dr. Moxey Ad-
derley who gave a brief history of how the 
Centre was founded.  She told her personal 

Please see PCT             Page  10

Above: the first class along with supporters and teachers.
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This past May and June Professor Jean 
Golden of Ryerson University in Toronto, 
Canada, brought 19 senior university stu-
dents to Every Child Counts School (ECC) 
in Marsh Harbour. The students assisted in 
the classrooms and developed educational 
materials and newsletters for ECC. Before 
returning to Canada, the students were 
asked to reflect on what they learned and 
contributed to ECC, their main memory of 
Abaco and what suggestions they would 
make to improve the education of children 
with special needs in Abaco. 

Michelle English, 
Social Work, 4th Year

At Every Child Counts, children were 
learning, fostering their talents and devel-
oping skills. These children face insur-
mountable challenges with marginalization 
and discrimination. ECC’s programming 
creates a stimulating and safe haven where 
children with special needs can thrive. 

Ryerson students helped educate the 
children about their basic human rights. 
We covered such topics as citizenship and 
social responsibility, body respect, and the 
difference between discipline and abuse. In 
my class with Mr. Mars, students explored 
conflict resolution.  My previous training 
in peer mediation added to this education. 

My involvement with ECC helped me 

School & Youth News

personally and professionally. Personally, 
I learned to swim alongside ECC students. 
This helped to increase the students’ trust 
and confidence in us. Professionally, I met 
the tireless team of social workers in the 
Department of Social Services and learned 
about the issues and challenges they face in 
Abaco. They manage an active caseload of 
up to 1000 clients and families. 

I learned the ins and outs of profes-
sional fundraising and grant writing for 
ECC and about international human rights, 
Bahamian laws, and co-authored a news-
letter on the difference between physical 

abuse and discipline. 
I am proud of this international vol-

unteer experience. I worked with many 
young people and developed my knowledge 
of disabilities. This will help me in my fu-
ture social work career. I visited the Mudd 
and Pigeon Peas communities, where sev-
eral of my students live. I saw tight knit, 
economically impoverished communities, 
struggling to survive with few resources. 

The children, particularly the boys, 
spoke about not knowing who to look up to 
as mentors. The students challenged me in 
discussions about human rights.  They did 
not feel their government cared about them 
because they did not have the basic neces-
sities of life. It took seeing these realities 
to better understand how I could reframe 
discussions around citizenship and social 
responsibility.  Much work is needed to 
ensure that children’s human rights are ful-
filled for all children in Abaco.

To improve education for kids with 
special needs in Abaco requires awareness 
and education in the larger community. 
There are still a lot of stigma surrounding 
disabilities. An excellent place to start is 
disability education in the broader school 
system. Much of the experiences of dis-
crimination and bullying that the ECC 
children experience, stem from the learned 
ignorance of children and adults.

Brittany Smith, Early 
Childhood Studies, 

4th year

My experience in Abaco was life 
changing. Looking back on those five in-
credible weeks in Abaco I feel like I have 
become a better-rounded child educator 
and grown as a person.  I learned each 
child with special needs at ECC is unique. 
Each possesses the ability to learn.         A 
child with a disability needs to play, grow 
and learn as do all children. They just do it 
sometimes differently.

I contributed to the children’s educa-
tion by teaching math skills, reading and 
writing, and life skills, such as using mon-
ey. The children loved to sing and dance. 
I was able to find unique ways of adding 
this into the daily schedule for all children 
to participate.

Volunteering at ECC has impacted 
me by giving me the experience to work 
with children with special needs, as well 
as within a culture different from my own.

Besides the beautiful beaches, the 
memory of Abaco that I bring back to Can-
ada is not the lessons and concepts I was 

Volunteers reflect on ECC experience

Above: Michelle English with a student.

Please see ECC                 Page 5
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OCEAN BLUE PROPERTIES

Member B.R.E.A. G.P.O. Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas 
Telephone 1-561-283-3781 • Telephone/Fax 1-242-365-4636

E-mail: oceanblu@batelnet.bs  •  www.oceanblueproperties.com

Sales, Rentals and Property Management

ON GREEN TURTLE CAY: 
. Great Opportunity! Price Reduction! “Twin Palms” offers two immaculate attached furnished waterfront 
townhouses on the Sea of Abaco. Each side mirrors the other with 3 bedrooms and 2  1/2 baths. A/C throughout. 
Internet and satellite. 2 Kayaks. Mini putts. Newly built 60’ dock accommodates 42’ boat. .537 acres. 
 Reduced from $1.65m to $1.45.

. JUST REDUCED!!! 9,600 sq.ft. lot just steps to the Atlantic Ocean Beach. Quiet residential area. B$55,000.00

. NEW!!! 85 x 120 lot with start-up foundation. Less then 300 steps to the Atlantic Ocean Beach.  B$95,000.00

. NEW!!! 20,000 sq.ft. parcel 125’ from Long Bay Beach. Water view possible. Water and power accessible.  
 B$195,000.00

. NEW!!! Chic furnished artist’s home with two master bedroom suites plus 1/2 bath. Water view of White Sound. 
Within walking distance to a public dock with ramp. A/C throughout. Artist studio with north light exposure. Garage, 
workshop, golf cart.  $495,000.00

. “Lo Key” Recently built block construction two story waterfront furnished home on Coco Bay. Second Floor 
“Honeymoon Penthouse” with one bedroom and one bath offers stunning views of Coco Bay. Ground floor has two 
bedrooms and one bath. Internet throughout. Just 20 steps to beach. Lushly landscaped with over 50 coconut trees. 
$1.2 m with 7,000 sq.ft. of land, $1.45 m with 28,000 sq.ft. of land

. Beachfront lot at Coco Bay 82 x 109. Just steps to public dock.  $299,000.00

. PRICE REDUCTION!!! “The Pink Pearl” Completely re-furbished 115 year old historic wood building centrally 
located in the heart of New Plymouth. Commercial/or residential use. Excellent tenant in place .Short walk to 
Settlement Creek and ferry service. Parking area.  B$169,900.00

. “The Golden Reef “ Large two story commercial building in the heart of historic New Plymouth. Shop/office space 
on ground floor. Two furnished two bedroom one bath apartments on second floor with good rental history and sea 
views. Parking space.    $550,000.00

. NEW PRICE!!! Three bedrooms two and a half baths spacious home with swim/spa. Close to Atlantic Ocean Beach 
and public dock. Rear of property fronts onto large private pond surrounded by dedicated reserve.  $410,000.00

.Two elevated waterfront parcels on the Bluff overlooking the Sea of Abaco. Stunning sunsets. Approximately 
1/4 acre each with 85’ each on the water. Naturally deep water for a dock. Priced to sell TOGETHER for a total of                                                                                                                      
 $395,000 + 7 1/2% to close
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able to teach the children I was working 
with at ECC, but what they were able to 
teach me.  

The suggestion I would make to im-
prove the education of kids with special 
needs in Abaco is teaching others un-
derstanding that everyone, everyday can 
learn. The more the general public knows 
about disabilities, the more accepting ev-
eryone will be, and the more help these 
ECC children can receive.

Above: Brittany Smith

Peter Haastrup, Social 
Work graduate

I learned children with special needs, 
like all children, have their strengths and 
weaknesses, and are unique in their own 
way. We need to be patient and to nurture 

ECC                        From Page 4

and encourage them.
I helped develop and deliver presen-

tations on the rights of a child and on body 
respect. I did one-on-one mentoring and 
counseling of young boys and was able to 
use my university athletic team skills to run 
physical education classes.

My involvement with ECC has taught 
me to give back to the community and that 
a little time, money, and resources goes a 
long way in helping others. It also made 
me realize my passion lies with working 
with youths. ECC gave me the opportu-
nity to grow within the five weeks I was 
there. It gave me the opportunity to build 
programs I am passionate about and where 
I can make a difference in a child’s life. 
It developed my professional social work 

Above: Peter Haastrup

skill sets. I am grateful to the ECC, the 
teachers, the students, community mem-
bers, and my Professor Jean Golden, who 
invited me to participate in the project.

My experiences in Abaco were amaz-
ing. The people were really friendly, the 
beaches and outer cays beautiful and the 
social life fun. But all is lessened when you 
have a community of special needs kids 
singled out and treated unfairly.

The Bahamian government needs to 
pass the Disability Act and encourage in-
clusiveness for kids with special needs. 
Community members need to be educated 
about how children with special needs have 
the same rights as every other child and 
should not be treated as outcasts. Com-
munity members can donate their time, 
money, and other resources to help in the 
development and support of programs for 
kids with disabilities.

Farial Ali, Social Work, 
4th year

I always knew not to pity children 
with disabilities, but I grasped a much 
deeper understanding of this concept when 
I finally had the opportunity to work with 
them.  They are some of the most clev-
er, brightest, and talented children I have 
known, with so much to offer to their 
communities and to the world. Hearts and 
imaginations as big as theirs should never 
be pitied. Just like all children, they need 
to be nurtured and fully supported in order 
to reach their full potential.

I used art as a way to connect with the 
students. With the support of the Art teach-
er, Ms. Nicole, we created an environment 
that promoted peace and relaxation for 
the students. They used art as a medita-
tive practice to escape from their realities 
and tap into their creative channels.  As 
for the older students, I helped teach them 
more advanced artistic methods of painting 

and sketching. I was involved in educat-
ing children about their human rights and 
the resources they have at hand to promote 
their well-being.

On a personal level, the experi-
ence I had at ECC, through working with 
these beautiful children, grounded me.  It 
opened my eyes to the harsh realities that 
some of them are facing, but more impor-
tantly, their inner strength, courage, and 
faith taught me so much about the human 
spirit. These attributes were truly infec-
tious. Things that used to bother me no 
longer affect me as much when I remember 
the strength and patience of these children.

Professionally, I learned never to give 
up on opportunities.  Through the work of 
Ms. Lyn Major and everyone involved at 
ECC, the lesson I learned was that we need 
to be persistent, hopeful and keep pushing 
forward to create change.  Never underes-
timate the impact of a small act or step in 
your journey; they will all lead to the dif-
ference you’re trying to make.

Above: Farial Ali.

Please see ECC                Page 9
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By Mirella Santillo
A two- day session on Sea Cucum-

bers, Starfish and Urchins heralded a series 
of six exciting classroom and field research 
courses- two in June, two in July and two 
in August- offered by Friends of the Envi-
ronment to older high school students.

The Summer courses, which started 
on June 20, consisted of mornings class-
room documentation on the proposed topic 
and was followed by afternoon field trips, 
most of them taking place as close to town 
as Eastern Shores and Great Cistern or as 
far as Cross Harbour, Long Beach, Casua-
rina Point and Snake Cay. Mangrove habi-
tats and creeks were the favourite explora-
tion areas.

The course on Sea Cucumbers, Star-
fish and Urchins was held by a Florida In-
ternational University presenter, Elizabeth 
Stone, to a full class of six students, the 
maximum allowed per class. The infor-
mation imparted about their anatomy and 
habits was meant to make the students 
comprehend the importance of these least 
understood creatures in maintaining a 
healthy eco-system. 

Bats, Birds and Lizards were pre-
sented by Sean Giery, with the Depart-
ment of Biology at the University of North 
Carolina, and attracted four students to 
the course on June 24-26. It was a three-
day course that focused on the vertebrate 
biology and the habitats and behavior of 
these animals. In the afternoon, students 
went exploring the south of the island to 

School & Youth News
Friends of the Environment hosts Summer 2013 Field Courses

discover and observe the hidden habitats 
of the insect-eating and fruit-eating bats. 
They went through the old abandoned sug-
ar refinery and discovered colonies of bats 
hanging from the beams. Further South, 
they, like as Alice in Wonderland, disap-
peared underground finding themselves 
in unexpected caves, where a multitude 
of bats started flying around, alarmed by 
the visitors. During subsequent trips, they 
conducted field surveys looking for birds 
and reptiles. 

Stephanie Archer, with North Caroli-
na State University, kept five students fas-
cinated by her presentation on Sponges dur-
ing the July 8 and 9 classes. She informed 
them on the different species known in The 
Bahamas- approximately one hundred- but 
told them that there were probably many 
more as little research had been done on 
sponges here, up to now. 

The students discovered amazing 
things that sponges do, such as releasing 
chemicals that contribute to the erosion of 
lime stone, but contradictorily they also 
found out about their role in reef build-up. 
Sponges also process nitrogen, thus help-
ing with the growth of sea grass and algae, 
plants that are important to turtles, conchs 
and other marine life such as small fish and 
invertebrates.

One of the outdoors trips included 
snorkeling in mangrove tidal creeks and on 
patch reefs in the Snake Cay area to iden-
tify sponges and testing their filtering abili-
ties as well as studying their regeneration 

capability by observing the re-organization 
of sponge cells in minute pieces gathered 
during the field trip. The second day field 
trip was cancelled because of bad weather.

Sea Turtles was a favourite topic 
for many of the students who participated 
in more than one course. Green Turtles 
abound in the Snake Cay Creek, so it was 
an exciting experience for them to snorkel 
to, spot them and to dive to place underwa-
ter cameras and monitoring equipment in 

their feeding grounds. 
The students also captured a turtle 

during the first day trip. She was tagged 
and released, but not before several re-
search photos were taken.

Five students attended that course held 
during the last two days of July, which was 
presented by Beth Whitman with Florida 

Please see Field              Page  7

Above: students catch, observe and measure a turtle during one of the workshops.
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International University in Miami. They 
were taught about the different species of 
turtles found in the Caribbean and along 
the Florida coast, as well as their preferred 
habitat to forage and lay their eggs. 

The students learned that certain 
species of turtles do not become sexually 
mature until they are at least four or five 
years old; other species do not reproduce 
until they are twenty to thirty years old, the 
Green Turtle being one of the last to reach 
sexual maturity after decades, thus the im-
portance of protecting the new hatchlings.

How to protect these marine rep-
tiles from their loss of habitat caused by 
increasing human developments along 
coastal areas as well as devising means to 
prevent poaching was a discussion focus 

School & Youth News

Field                       From Page 6
during class hours. Ms. Whitman showed 
videos of people harvesting turtle eggs 
in Costa Rica. In Fort Lauderdale, lights 
from a beach front hotel directed towards 
the beach attracted the new hatchlings in 
the wrong direction. If they do not find the 
sea as soon as they are born, their chances 
of survival are nearly null. 

Human interference is also evidenced 
by the negative impact of the equipment 
(nets and hooks) used by commercial fish-
ermen and by the pollution of the oceans, 
among other problems.

In many islands of the Caribbean, it 
was a custom to catch turtles for consump-
tion. Bans have been placed on the fish-
ing of turtles, but people still find ways of 
catching turtles for food.

Enforcing regulations against the 
catching of turtle as well as reporting in-
fractions would be another step towards 

Above: a day out in the flats. Students learn the importance of the ecosystem.

Above: students learn a lot while wading through the shallows.

Above: Ruth Albury captains a boat full of young researchers.

preventing sea turtles becoming extinct.
Exploring the flats of Abaco for 

bonefish was an opportunity included in the 
last Summer Field Course of Friends of the 
Environment held August 13 to 15. 

Offered in partnership with the Cape 
Eleuthera Institute, it was a very well at-
tended class with six motivated youngsters 
participating in the first day morning class 
and afternoon trip to Great Cistern Creek 
as well as in two subsequent full days of 
field evaluation to Cross Harbour and Ca-
suarina Point. 

Thanks to the combined presentation 
of Tiffany Gray with Cape Eleuthera In-
stitute, Bahamian researcher Jason Lewis 
and of Zag Hud, a biologist affiliated with 
Florida International University and the 
Bone Fish and Tarpon Trust, the students 
learned about all the biological particulari-
ties of the bone fish. 

It was a lively course during which 
the presenters took turns talking about their 
findings on the bone fish, Albula Vulpes, 
the most common of the three species 
found in The Bahamas. Bonefish start its 
life as transparent ribbon-like larvae. It be-
comes a full adult at three years of age, liv-

Please see Field                Page  9
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We thank our valued customers for their patronage for the past 30 years!
PURCHASE $10 or More AND ENTER TO WIN!

WIN a Trip for Two - 4 Days/3 Nights
Airfare & Hotel at your choice of

Drawing September 21, 2013

Drawing September 7, 2013

46” LCD TV

Drawing September 14, 2013
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DON MACKAY BLVD • MARSH HARBOUR, ABACO • PH: 367-2655 • 367-3755 • FAX: 367-2464

Promotion starts Sept 1, 2013
Drawings will be held
on Saturday’s at 6pm

By Timothy Roberts
North Abaco Member of Parliament, 

Renardo Curry held a back-to-school event 
in Dundas Town as well as several other 
locations on August 24 providing school 
materials to about two hundred children 
and donating a drum set to a youth march-
ing band. 

Mr. Curry said the event, which ran 
from 10 am to 5 pm, was very successful 
and provided hours of entertainment and 
activities – including a bouncing castle – 
as well as hot dogs and hamburgers which 
were provided free.

At the event he gave out school sup-
plies - books, pencils, bags, rulers and 
geometry sets reaching about 200 children 

School & Youth News
North Abaco MP holds Back to School Event

Above: North Abaco Member of Parlia-
ment, Renardo Curry.

Above: Curry donating drum set to the youth community marching band.
Please see Donation       Page 10
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I was very lucky to have been at ev-
ery major ECC event since we began at 
the school.  With each passing day, I grew 
closer to my students and it meant so much 
to them that I was there to cheer them on. 
Whether it was the Torch Run, Talent 
Show, Play Day, the Graduation Ceremo-
ny, the Awards Ceremony, or the Special 
Olympics, I learned with at each event how 
incredibly gifted were my students. We 
have some amazing singers, performers, 
dancers, poets, and athletes in this school, 
and I was so grateful to have been there 
to witness them in their element. They in-
spired me.

Considering the rates of bullying, it 
would be great to expand education on dis-
abilities to other schools so that children 
and parents all over Abaco learn to value 
children with special needs and appreciate 
the work that ECC has been doing for so 
many years. As for the students at ECC, 
it seems that there are many children that 
need one-on-one education or in smaller 
groups due to their unique ways of learn-
ing.  Therefore, more volunteers and teach-
ers at the school will improve the education 
level for all the students, especially if they 
are specialized in certain disabilities.

School & Youth News
ECC                          From Page 5

ing most of its life on the flats, only leav-
ing this habitat to travel miles to spawn in 
deeper waters. 

After studying the bone fish life cycle 
in Eleuthera, Grand Bahama and Andros, 
the researchers wanted to find out if the 
Abaco bonefish followed the same pattern. 
Bonefish from the Marls were tagged in 
2010 and 2012 and tracked. The findings 
confirmed their expected pattern of spawn-
ing: some of the tagged fish were found 
congregated in the deeper waters of South 
Abaco, approximately fifty miles away 
from the flats.  

Thousands of bonefish congregate in 
that area to spawn twice a year, returning 
back North after a few days.  

Those studies were performed over 
two years with the collaboration of the lo-
cals, explained Mr. Jud, especially with 
the help of the bonefishing guides who 
know where to find the fish and are aware 
of their habits.

During their field trips, the students 
learned about fly fishing; they were taught 
how to tag the fish with external tags and 
were taken to areas where bonefish can 
be found. They spent time at the house of 
bonefish guide, Buddy Pinder, perfecting 
the art of preparing a fishing pole.

The bonefish industry contributes a 
huge part to the Family Islands’ tourism. 
People come a long way to Eleuthera, 
Grand Bahama, Andros and Abaco to prac-
tice catch and release bone fishing. 

The bonefish is protected and only a 
few fish for personal consumption are al-
lowed to be caught. Particularly important 
is to protect the spawning grounds of the 
fish. If caught in huge numbers when they 
are spawning, their population would rap-
idly be decimated.

The boat trip to the Snake Cay Creek 
was coordinated by Ruth Albury, who 
captained the small boat during a wonder-
ful afternoon in the research of sea turtles 
habitats. Clint Kemp with the Black Fly 
Lodge at Schooner Bay took the group on 

Field                           From Page 7

his boat for a day of exploration around 
Cross Harbour.

The kids who ranged in age from thir-
teen to eighteen were absolutely captivated 
by what they witnessed and learned during 
all of the field trips courses.  Being able to 
swim was a requirement to attend nearly 
all the courses. 

So successful was the program that 
officers of Friends of the Environment are 
planning to develop an intermediate field 
course program for the Summer 2014 for 
younger high school children.

Above: discovering the world beneath the water.

Please see ECC                Page 10
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Updated Airgate
Tim

journey as a young high school graduate 
who spent six months working as a nurse’s 
aide at Doctor’s Hospital where she was 
strongly encouraged to continue her stud-
ies as a nurse.  She then realized that there 
was no such program in The Bahamas to 
train nurse’s aides or any such entry level 
position in health care. 

She decided to further her studies in 
Florida where she lived and worked for 
ten years.  During that time she was ex-
posed to current practices and realized that 
the Patient Care Technician program was 
a very popular one in the US.  Upon her 
return to The Bahamas, she established the 
training centre, the PCT program and also 
First Aid and CPR training.  She is proud 
to say that the program has graduated many 
students over the years and can boast that it 
prepares people well for their entry into the 
healthcare field in The Bahamas.  She was 
also proud to acknowledge that her former 
student Mrs. Jen Rolle, MSN is now one 
of her instructors in the program and how 
the students all speak well of her.  

She extended thanks to Mrs. Rolle for 
making the sacrifice of coming to Abaco 
every other Saturday; to Bishop Terrance 
Strachan and Simmone L. Bowe for press-
ing her to consider having the program in 
Abaco and that she finally conceded. She 
noted that she is happy she did when she 
sees the results in the students.  

She also commended Lavanya Dean, 

School & Youth News
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Valedictorian for being one of the few in 
the history of the program who was able to 
obtain a final average score of over 90%.

The graduates of the first Patient 
Care Technician program in Abaco are: 
Creslin Archer, Lavanya Dean, Shaniqua 
Edgecombe, Carissa Russell (absent from 
photo) and Magdaleine Saunders.

A new session will be held in January 
2014 and interested persons may register 
from September 2, 2013 to December 6, 
2013.  More information may be obtained 
from Simmone L. Bowe at Horizons De-
velopment Group, Government Subdivi-
sion; email at horizonsdevelopmentgroup@
gmail.com or by calling 242-458-8938.

with the needful provisions. The other 
back-to-school events were held in Coo-
per’s Town, Green Turtle Cay and Grand 
Cay and Fox Town.

During the event Mr. Curry also do-
nated an entire drum set to the new youth 
community marching band which is just 
getting started in the Dundas and Murphy 
Town area.

He said the marching band, which 
will be recruiting students from the schools 
in the area, is in the initial stages of com-
ing together. “It is expected that very soon 
there will be an active marching band from 
Murphy and Dundas Town,” he said.

The band had already acquired much 
of the brass instruments needed so Mr. 

Donation                  From Page 8

Curry helped with the drum set.
He said that an officer out of Nas-

sau will be here to help establish the band, 
meanwhile Cleveland Dawkins, who is one 
of the members of the marching band’s 
board, along with Stuart Guy and Gilbert 
Davis will work together to form the band.

The local guys will help with recruit-
ing the kids to the band and the training 
will come from Nassau as a part of the Ur-
ban Renewal Program.

Mr. Curry was thankful to the private 
sponsors that helped with supplies includ-
ing Baker’s Bay, Simmons Construction 
along with other private entities.

He said that the private sector really 
bought into his back-to-school event and 
saw the importance of helping to equip 
children for school. 

“The government lacks the funding 
that we’d like to have to do other things, 
but it is great that you can depend on the 
good corporate citizens and private sector 
to give to what you’re doing and help peo-
ple. They have touched the lives of many 
children and they were appreciative,” he 
said.

Denise Griffiths, 4th 
year Social Work

I learned that although the students 
at ECC are one of the most vulnerable 
groups with whom I have worked, they 
fight through the obstacles placed before 
them.  These students show great amounts 
of strength, with a smile on their faces.

At ECC I organized and researched 
human rights for children and helped de-
velop class presentations. I also assisted 
Lyn Major with office organization.

My involvement with ECC had a ma-
jor impact on my understanding the com-
plexities of issues in the Bahamas.  I want 
to pursue international social work, to 
respond to the overwhelming educational 
and social needs as experienced by ECC. 

I will hold ECC and the people in 
the surrounding communities close to my 
heart. I met so many amazing individuals 
who have changed my life in a way that is 
unforgettable.

I would suggest having more govern-

ECC                      From Page 9

ment support and resources for one-on-one 
discussion with the children about the is-
sues they face daily.

Jean Golden, Professor 
of Sociology, Ryerson 

University
This May and June was the second 

year of a six year renewable contractual 
relationship between ECC and Ryerson 
University in Toronto, Canada. This year 
I brought 19 student academic placements 
and volunteers to ECC, up from the 7 in 
2013. The students assisted in the class-
rooms, researched and developed class 
presentations from human rights to anti-
bullying, wrote parental and community 
newsletters, ran dance and physical educa-
tion classes, worked in art and academic 
classes, assisted in fundraising, created 
special all day school events and attend-
ed the special Olympics in Nassau. They 
learned about the economic, social and po-
litical complexities of the Abaco commu-
nity, the warmth of the people, the beauty 
of the natural environment and the realities 
of life for children with special needs and 
their families. As with the Ryerson stu-
dents from last year, most did not want to 
leave.

  I want to thank the generosity and 
patience of ECC principal Lyn Major, her   
teachers and staff extended to the Ryerson 
students, the wisdom of May Gottlieb to 
connect Lyn Major and I three years ago 
to begin this amazing educational journey, 
and, most importantly, the ECC students 
who taught all of us so much, the value of 
every human life, the beauty in human di-
versity, and the importance of giving back 
to others. These are essential lessons of hu-
man life.

“Like” 
The Abaconian 

on Facebook for 
alerts and breaking 

news
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‘Dis & Dat’

On the evening of Saturday, August 
24 local Steve Thompson took to the streets 
with a backhoe to fill in several potholes 
in the downtown Marsh Harbour area. He 
said what spurred him on was when a pot-
hole caused over $700 worth of damage to 
his truck. He added, also, that he had to do 
it because government seemed to be unable 
or unwilling.

Most of the holes Mr. Thompson 
filled were near the corner of the BTC of-
fice in Marsh Harbour. The patch consist-

ed of sand and pea rock, so the solution is 
temporary. 

Recently Simmons Construction has 
started asphalt paving along Don MacK-
ay Highway starting at the roundabout. 
Though sources say paving will continue 
further into town, details at this time are 
unconfirmed.

Above and Right: Mr. Thompson, dis-
pleased with the government’s timeline of 
road repairs, fixes things himself.

Local man fed up with potholes, fills them himself
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By Everett Pinder
In the Bahama Islands and Cays are 

found the Red Mangroves. The  Red Man-
groves (Phizophora Mangle) are typically 
found growing at mean sea level, although 
some have adjusted to grow in the shallow 
water. 

As kids growing up, we would take 
advantage of every opportunity, at low tide, 
to walk along the sheltered water edge, and 
look at the baby fish as the scurried in and 
out of the Mangrove roots. The trees look a 
wee bit creepy, growing along the water’s 
edge with their spindly root system. 

Here, as on most of The Bahamas’ 
tropical coastlines and creeks, mangroves 
are plentiful. They are densely inter-woven 
strands of branches and roots, surviving in 
an area where few other earthly plants can 
survive.

Looking from the water back at the 
mangroves, they are a green band where 
individual trees blend as one. Maybe this 
makes them easier to take them for granted 
which we cannot and should not do. 

The Red Mangroves are most impor-
tant and indispensable to the health of the 
tropical shore-line. They provide a living 
area for crabs, small fish and other sea 
animals. They also trap the falling leaves, 
which shed from the trees several times a 
year, and help to build soil and provide nu-
trients, preventing it from washing away 
during wakes from boats and storm surges. 

The dense trees also act as a buffer 
against high winds and serve as an excel-
lent nesting are for many species of birds. 

Opinion
An average Red Mangrove forest 

sheds leaves at an average yearly amount 
of 3 plus tons per acre. The mangroves 
leaf litter has fungi, marine worms, baby 
shrimp, crabs etc. About 75 percent of our 
coastal game fish, especially Bonefish, and 
75 to 90 percent of commercial fish depend 
on the mangroves in some way and at some 
point in their existence. 

Their long roots go down into the sea, 
providing sanctuary for young fish and an 
anchorage for oysters and barnacles. 

The Red Mangroves are usually ac-
companied by Black and Silver Button-
wood. 

The seedlings of the Red Mangroves 
are called propagates and they germinate 
while still attached on the trees. The propa-
gates are bright green penciled shaped and 
six to eight inches in length. Some drop 
from the trees into the water and drift for 
many miles and remain alive for up to a 
year.

Extreme weather conditions, like 
hurricanes, can also stress mangrove trees; 
even eradicate them completely, by uproot-
ing the trees and washing away the soil. 

“TO PLANT A SEED IS A GOOD 
DEED”

The next time you are walking the 
shore line, keep your eyes open for propa-
gates. If you find one or more that’s green, 
stick them in the mud, point first, a couple 
of inches will do, just above the mean sea 
level. It is sometimes wet and sometimes 
dry. If you return in another two to three 
years, chances are you’ll find young and 
healthy trees that you will be proud of. 

Red Mangroves of The Abacos
Church News

Crossing Rocks VBS 
a summer success

The Voice at Call Repentence Min-
istries at Crossing Rocks held a Vacation 
Bible School August 5 -16. According to 
Pastor James Wiliams it was very success-
ful. Upwards of 40 youth attended each 
day and engaged in a variety of activities.

According to Pastor Williams, the 
VBS was a success because it kept the 
youth occupied and off of the street where 
they could get into trouble, “For two 
weeks we didn’t see any kids in the street,” 
he said, “This really encouraged us to do it 
again next year.”

The main organizers of the event 
were Landa Bain, Tonya Williwams and 
Antoinette Williams.

New ministry opens 
near Treasure Cay

By Vernique Russell
Weapon of Power Ministry Inter-

national is the newest “kid on the block” 
offering religiously orientated services in 
North Abaco.  This church is located in 
Treasure Cay just a block above the air-
port. 

Their worship opportunities sched-
ule includes Sunday School at 10 am, Di-
vine Worship Service at 11 am and 7 pm 
on Sunday, Prayer Meetings at 7pm on 
Monday and Mid-Week Bible Study on 
Wednesday at 7pm. 

The host pastor of the Ministry is 

Minister Chuck Sawyer. It is the church’s 
goal to reach the lost and hurting in the 
community and to bring hope and heal-
ing to the downtrodden in the community. 
Built on the belief that God is the same 
God yesterday today and forever; the min-
istry is seeking to show forth His glory. 

The Bible declares that signs should 
follow them that believe and the ministry is 
chasing the signs. They are tired of church 
as normal and are ready for God to mani-
fest His power like never before through 
healing and deliverance and the perfor-
mance of miracles. 

The church is non-denomination-
al and is open to all who believes in the 
power of the Most High God. A special 
invitation is extended to the general public 
to come and worship at Weapon of Power 
Ministry International. 

NVM launches 
Cross Venture 

with Pizza Night
New Vision Ministries in marsh 

Harbour is kicking off their Cross Ven-
ture Youth group on Friday, September 
6. They are planning a pizza night for the 
youth. It starts 7:30 pm and goes through 
to 9:30 pm.

It will be a chance to meet the youth 
leaders, socialize and have fun in a safe 
environment. The event is open to students 
from Grade 7 through Grade 12.
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MARINE NAVIGATION COURSE
Abaco, this is your opportunity to study Marine 
Navigation at a professional level. 

Call Mr. Key at 367-5351 or e-mail pgk434@yahoo.com

The Bahamas School of Marine 
Navigation is offering a Terrestrial 
Navigation Course (2 Months, 3 
Nights per Week) at Friends of the 
Environment board room commencing 
at 7 pm on Monday, September 2, 2013. 
The first class is free with no payments 
until class #2.

Other courses include:

Seamanship/Marine Safety 
(individuals & groups) and

Celestial Navigation Methods 
229 & 249.

Across

1. Koalas, Kangaroos and Walla-
bies.

4. Arrogant and conceited; slang.
6. A person who acts as a postive in-

fluence for the less experienced.
10. Global
11. The "Marshes" of Marsh Har-

bour.
12. Unnecessary, flowery or extrava-

gant.
14. A big fight.
16. Habitat for many juvenile species.
18. A different option.

Down

2. Apologetic
3. Smart, knowledgeable.
5. "Don't burst his _____"
7. Yummy.
8. This tree weeps.
9. Shy
13. Popular Bahamian chicken dish 

often eaten for breakfast.
15. The criminal ______ the scene.
17. Tic, ____, Toe.

Across

1.FRITTERS—Conch dish served with dipping sauce.

5.BRIDE—The pretty one in a wedding.

6.ALBATROSS—This endangered, rare bird was recently 

spotted off Abaco.

8.TASTY—Delicious.

11.CORAL—Physical structure of reefs.

13.GOOMBAY—This popular summer festival often features 

Junkanoo.

14.CHRYSALIS—A buttefly will emerge from this.

16.BEACH—A sandy, relaxing area adjacent to the ocean.

17.FRIGHTENED—Afraid

Down

2.TURBOT—Previous generations used the skin of this fish 

to scrub floors.

3.GROSS—Nasty, unpleasant.

4.REM—This is the part of sleep when you dream.

6.ALPHA—Before Beta.

7.CACIQUE—Arawak Chief

9.SUGAR—fructose, glucose, sucrose, etc.

10.BRAZIL—Country to host 2016 Olympics.

12.REGGAE—Style of music popularized by Bob Marley.

15.SILENT—Quiet, without noise.

August 15 Answers
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ABACO ISLAND PHARMACY LTD.

We have moved! Next to ECC and across 
from BTC, Marsh Harbour

367.2544 tel   367.6544 fax
abacoislanpharmacy@gmail.com

Prescriptions
Testing

Beauty Supplies
Vitamins 

Supplements

8:30am - 6pm
Sundays

9am - 4pm

Business Service Directory

Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel: 242-367-2655 •  Fax: 242-367-2464
Cell: 242-577-5322 • 242-359-6839

Big Cat Equipment

THE KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS IS TO MARKET AND
 PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS ON A CONSISTENT BASIS. 

One way to get your business known is to start with a BUSINESS CLASSIFIED 
for only $45 per issue for B&W or opt for our six issue discount rate. 

Contact Us For More Information 367-3200  or  email: abaconiannews@gmail.com 

GET YOUR BUSINESS KNOWN!!

Nassau 242-457-4SOD (4763) or 225-4SOD (4763)
Abaco 242-357-6975  Fax: 242-367-2424

G R A S S
G R A S S
G R A S S

From Our Farm to Your Door!

We Now Have 
SOD

for Immediate
Delivery!

Back to School Promotion

KIDS
TODDLERS 10% off

Coupon
*Present coupon at time of purchase

Good only for the month of September

BABIES

Toys
Shoes

Clothing

Baby 
Furniture
& More

Where Baby Fashion Rules 
Located upstairs in yellow Colina 
Building next to Auskell Medical

Press Release
In January of this year some Abaco 

residents may remember a young mana-
tee being rescued from Cherokee.  We are 
pleased to announce that Georgie has now 
been released once more to Great Harbour 
Cay in the Berry Islands after a successful 
rehabilitation at Atlantis’ Dolphin Cay. She 
was successfully released on Wednesday 
14th August by the Atlantis Animal Rescue 
Team from the Atlantis Dolphin Cay Ma-
rine Mammal Rescue Center, with the help 
of the Bahamas Marine Mammal Research 
Organisation (BMMRO).

Dolphin Cay is home to the only live 
marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation 
centre in The Bahamas and is a member 
of the Bahamas Marine Mammal Stranding 
Network. Manatees in addition to all ma-
rine mammals are protected by the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 2005 and only 
authorized facilities are able to respond to 
such requests from Government.

Rita, a manatee known previously 
from Florida, gave birth to Georgie in 
Spanish Wells in June 2010. In October 
of 2011 both Rita and Georgie appeared in 
the busy Nassau Harbour and at the request 
of the Bahamas Government, the Dolphin 
Cay Team rescued them and took them 
to a safe environment at the Atlantis Dol-
phin Cay Marine Mammal Rescue Center 
where health assessments and evaluations 
were conducted. With the assistance of the 
Bahamas Department of Marine Resourc-
es, BMMRO, the United States Geologi-
cal Survey’s Sirenia Project, and Save the 
Manatee Club, Rita and Georgie were re-
leased in Great Harbour Cay in April of 
2012, equipped with tags to monitor their 
movements for several months. 

In June of 2012, it was observed that 
Rita and Georgie had separated and in 
September 2012, a newly weaned-Georgie 
made a dramatic move from the Berry Is-
lands release site to the Marls off the west 
side of Abaco. BMMRO staff monitored 
Georgie’s movements as she travelled 

‘Dis & Dat’

around the north end of Abaco then inside 
the barrier islands until she finally stopped 
in Cherokee. She remained there through-
out the fall, including during hurricane 
Sandy but in January she was beginning 
to look slightly underweight. Concern was 
raised about her general appearance and 
the decision was made by the Department 
of Marine Resources for the Dolphin Cay 
team to conduct a field health assessment 
and relocate her to the Atlantis Marine 

Mammal Rescue Center.
Georgie underwent a series of general 

health evaluations and was fed approxi-
mately 75 pounds of lettuce each day. She 
gained more than 200 pounds during the 
course of her care and weighed 569 pounds 
upon her recent release. She has a satellite 
tag attached to her which will help post-
release monitoring, currently being con-
ducted by representatives from BMMRO 
and Dolphin Cay.

Georgie the manatee is re-released to the Berry Islands

Above: Georgie socializing with a young male manatee in Great Harbour Cay a few days after release. (Photo by Kendria Ferguson)

Thanks goes to all involved, espe-
cially Captain Ross and the owners of the 
vessel Valhalla, which was kindly donated 
for the release.

Updates on Georgie will be posted on 
BMMRO’s facebook page;

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Bahamas-Marine-Mammal-Research-Or-
ganization/136763936342841.
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SERVICES

VEHICLES FOR SALE

  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITYMinimum for 3 lines in one issue $10 
Picture and 4 lines $25 B&W
Additional lines at $2 per line
Colored Photo additional $20
Spot Color high light on wording, 
additional $10  
Call 242-367-3200 Fax 242-367-3677 
Email: abaconiannews@gmail.com

Classified Advertisements
Items for Sale, Employment, Services, Cars & Boats

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS FOR SALE

Get Results
Advertise with

 a Classified

Queen size bed, mattress, step stool and 
frame…all wood, no particle board….$400   
Marsh Harbour 561-213-0262 or 242-577-
3619

G.E. 30” electric range/oven $450. Free 
with purchase of electric range oven is a 
G.E. 30” built-in microwave oven & Hunter 
Original 4 blade ceiling fan. All in clean & 
good condition. Tel: 577-0263

ARCOAIRE 5 ton Central A/C condenser-
new in box, never used $1,400. 2 excursion 
Kayaks $400. Call 357-6675

Xantrex Off Grid Inverter Charger 3600 
Watt 24 VDC TR3624-120-60 used 2 weeks 
replaced with larger unit. Asking $1,350 OBO. 
Call 359-6351

1996-Toyota Windom 2.5, White/Brown, Ra-
dio, CD, A/C.  Runs hot, needs a head gasket 
and front brake pads.  Will consider best of-
fer above $1,000.00.  Car is in Treasure Cay.  
Please call 475-3226

1999 ice blue Merc. CLK 320 , garage kept, 
only 35,500 miles , leather and cherrywood in-
terior , V-6 , must have at $19900. Call 554 
8673 for interview

2003 Ford Windstar Wagon Extended Sport 
Van 3.8L6 Cylinder. AC works great. 4 door. 
Good condition. $9900. Call 242-458-1515

2008 Nissan Altima 2.5S - Freeport. Excel-
lent condition, clean title, low miles. Asking 
$16,500 or best offer. Contact: 242-727-7174 
or 242-646-7051

20’ Albury Brothers, fiberglass, 115HP Ya-
mah 4-strok. $30,000 OBO. Call 242-477-
5329, 242-477-5001 or email: sawyerdale@
gmail.com

31’ Chris Craft, no engine. $3,000. Call for 
more details. 367-3965 or 577-6625

31’ Tiara, 1990, Duty paid. Tuna tower. 
Needs engine wk. $10k obo. Truman major 
HT (242) 366-0101. Peggy FL (561) 789-3996

Seeking Bahamian workers skilled in use of 
most landscape equipment ages 30 and under, 
submit resume online to bahamajobs@gmail.
com

It’s that time of year again! Our Walmart 
Christmas Trailer! Place your orders up to 
$1000.00, no money down!! Starts Sept 1st - 
Oct 31st, 2013 deadline. Call Regions at Josh 
Hann Plaza, Marsh Harbour, Abaco. 225-8012

RENTAL HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS

RENTAL HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS

PROPERTY & HOUSES  
FOR SALE

Houses and Land - For Rent and For Sale 
Classified Advertisements

Casuarina Point, tastefully furnished 3 bed 2 
bath house, central air, beach views, 15 mins 
from Marsh Harb. $1,200/mon. Ph. 367-2431

Marsh Harbour, Sky Developers 2 bed/1 
bath, furnished, with A/C, washer and drier, 
water included, $1100/mo. Call Mrs. Green at 
367-2660

Marsh Harbour, Sweeting Villiage, 2 bed, 2 
bath apartment. For more information please 
call 367-2289

Treasure Cay, 1 bed, 1 bath furnished  apt; 
washer & water included. Only steps away 
from beach. $750/m. Long term lease only. 
Call 365-9226 after 6pm

PROPERTY & HOUSES  
FOR SALE

Central Pines, 2,000 sq. ft. 2 bedroom, 2 
bath, home for sale on big corner lot. Well 
built, hardi board, energy efficient house, open 
floor  plan, large front porch. Serious inquires 
only. Call 475-8475

Marsh Harbour, Cove Estates, For Sale, 3 
Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths with 1 Bedroom Apart-
ment. Call 367-5354.

Minimum for 3 lines in one issue $10 
Picture and 4 lines $25 B&W
Additional lines at $2 per line
Colored Photo additional $20
Spot Color high light on wording, 
additional $10  
Call 242-367-3200 Fax 242-367-3677 
Email: abaconiannews@gmail.com

Casuarina, For sale by owner, Lot # 100, 
across the street from the canal, 75’x160’. 
Asking $45,000. Call 367-3472. Serious in-
quiries only!

Casuarina, 2 lots for sale by owner. Lots 
60 & 61 on canal. 85’ x 110’ each. Asking 
$85,000 each. Call 242-359-6764, 577-6988. 
Serious enquires only. 

Marsh Harbour, Sunrise Bay 2 lots for sale 
in a quiet gated community $175K each. Con-
tact 367-4425

Treasure Cay, Cozy 2 bed,1 bath house, 
furnished, with washer. Must see to appreci-
ate. $800/month. First, last and security de-
posit required. Minimum 1 year rental lease. 
Call:365-9226

Moving to Nassau?  Now available 1 & 2 BR 
units-Eastern Nassau-automatic garage door 
opener for your safety. Have to see to appreci-
ate.  Call 359-1531 for viewing,

Marsh Harbour, Government Sub, For sale 
by owner - Duplex located in. Large corner 
lot of land.  Can easily be converted into 4 
bedroom, 2 bath house.  $325,000 Net. Phone 
242-342-5066/357-0386

Marsh Harbour, 3 bed, 2 bath 1,500 sq. 
ft; fenced yard, 18KW generator, asking 
$275,000. For more information call 367-2289

Turtle Rock 3 bed, 2 bath, 2 storey house on 1/2 
acre, fully furnished. Home owners only private 
beach minutes away. $225,000. Call 458-5423, 
458-4540 or Email: dwebbwedr@aol.com

PROPERTY & HOUSES  
FOR SALE
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Abaco Crash Fire & Rescue donates truck and equipment 
to newly formed North Abaco Volunteer Brigade

Nation’s Commissioner of Police remarks on hand-over
Abaco Crash Fire & Rescue, headed 

by Chief Colin Albury in Treasure Cay, 
hosted a Handover Ceremony at their fire 
station on August 24. The department do-
nated a fire truck along with fire equipment 
to the newly formed North Abaco Volun-
teer Fire Department. The new department 
will handle emergencies from Black Wood 
to Crown Haven. Treasure Cay also com-
missioned a new truck that day, as well.

Special guests included high ranking 
national officials including: Bahamas Com-
missioner of Police – Ellison Greenslade, 
Assistant Commissioner – Emrick Sey-
mour, Walter Evans – Director of Fire Ser-
vices, Noel Curry – Abaco Superintendent 
of Police, and Wilson Delancy – Inspector 
& Officer in Charge of North Abaco.

Also present were: Neil Campbell – 
North Abaco Administrator, Gary Smith 
– North Abaco Chief Councilor, Ejnar 
Cornish – North Abaco Deputy Chief 
Councilor, and other council members and 
guests.

As guests started gathering inside 
the fire station, an emergency call came 
through about a fire in Leisure Lee. Fire 
Chief Colin Albury, who was also set to 

Please see Trucks            Page  14

Asphalt paving begins in 
Marsh Harbour

By Timothy Roberts
A consortium of representatives met 

with North Abaco Member of Parliament, 
Renardo Curry on August 22 seeking his 
support on proposed parks at Cross Har-
bour and The Marls.

The group consisting of d'Shan May-
cock, Environmental Education & Out-

Proposed Parks Discussed 
with MP Curry

Above: Proposed parks group meet with Minister of Parliament Renardo Curry for sup-
port. L-R Buddy & Cindy Pinder of AFFGA, Alexander Flowers - Under Secretary at 
Office of the Prime Minister, d’Shan Maycock – Environmental Consultant to BNT, Re-
nardo Curry – North Abaco MP, David Knowles – Director of Parks for BNT and Olivia 
Patterson – Program Coordinator at Friends of the Environment.

reach Consultant to the Bahamas National 
Trust (BNT), David Knowles, Director 
of Parks for the BNT, Olivia Patterson, 
Program Coordinator at Friends of the 
Environment and Buddy and Cindy Pinder 
representing Abaco Flyfishing Guides As-

Above: Simmons Construction laying asphalt along Don MacKay Blvd. See page 5 for 
the story.

Please see Parks             Page  21

Above: fire chiefs, volunteers, police and emergency personnel in front of the recently donated fire engines.
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 unitedabacoshippingco@coralwave.com

Central & All Abaco

By Timothy Roberts
The Central Abaco Mini Hospital is 

progressing steadily toward completion 
with government sources eyeing the pos-
sibility of the completion of construction 
by years end barring delays.

According to Alan Sharpe, Director 

Mini Hospital progressing

at Coastline Construction, the mini hospi-
tal is about eighty percent complete and de-
spite some foreseeable delays the progress 
has gone as expected.

Mr. Sharpe said they are presently 
waiting for connection to BEC to move 
forward which is currently being worked 

on by the National Insurance Board (NIB) 
and is likely to be completed soon.

He noted that “external works was a 
challenge because of the gray area between 
what we were given and what we should 
have been given.” The Mini Hospital site 
grounds were supposed to be leveled be-

fore Coastline began work; however, it 
was given to them without that happening 
and only recently has it been sorted out.

Please see hospital            Page  5

Above: work continues on the Central Abaco Mini Hospital.
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Furniture Plus

Central & All Abaco

By Timothy Roberts
The long awaited road paving is now 

underway as the initial work begins on the 
airport road and Don MacKay Blvd. dur-
ing the last week of August. It is being 
carried out by Bill Simmons Construction 
and Heavy Equipment Company Ltd.

The initial work will include asphalt 
paving of the road beginning at the new 
airport road, continuing on to the airport 
round-about and then continuing on to 
about 400 feet south of S.C. Bootle Hwy. 

Simmons Company is advising the 
public in view of the road works that there 
will be temporary lane closures and asks 
drivers to be mindful and obey flaggers 
who will help direct traffic during these 

Asphalt paving begins
Roundabout and Don 

MacKay targeted in first phase

According to Mr. Sharpe the remain-
ing twenty percent of work involves a good 
bit of external works including power and 
water connections, back-up water tank and 
then the paving of the parking lot with 
lighting, markings and signs.

Internal works include lights, electri-
cal and floors and then medical equipment 
which the government is in the midst of 
getting final approvals and ordering.

He said that changes are expected 
in the ordering of medical equipment as 
“From the time the contract was signed to 
where we are today some technology may 
have changed and they have to re-evaluate 

Hospital                      From Page 2 what equipment they are getting.”
So there will be some expected delay 

as Coastline will have to make adjustments 
depending on exactly what equipment they 
will be getting.  He said they are also not 
able to get certain doors yet as they don’t 
know which security locks will be used. 
“So when the consultant sorts it out and 
tell us what to do we’ll be able to complete 
some of those things.”

While it seems frustrating, he said 
that “at the end of the day you know you’re 
going to get a better job. The delays are of 
the sort you’d expect for the construction 
of a mini-hospital – there’s no reason why 
this can’t be built to first world standards 
and that’s what they are trying to do.”

times.
Jeffrey Plant, Project Manager for 

Bill Simmons Company, said they are lay-
ing a regulation surface and will follow 
with a final surfacing for about two inch-
es of asphalt. The round-about and roads 
north of S.C. Bootle Hwy. will be com-
pletely rebuilt and resurfaced with asphalt.

The road works on the southern por-
tion of Don MacKay, the round-about and 
airport access roads are expected to con-
tinue into the first week of September de-
pending on cooperation from the weather. 

There will be schedules posted online 
on The Abaconian’s Facebook page with 
further information and details of where 
road works are taking place.

Above: Simmons crew laying asphalt along Don MacKay Blvd.

The Archers hold third family reunion

By Mirella Santillo
Following a custom established three 

years ago, when they met for the first time, 
over sixty members of the Archer fam-
ily scattered around The Bahamas and the 
United States, gathered in Marsh Harbour 
during the weekend of August 2 to 4.

Organized by family member Mi-
chelle Cartwright, they had a busy sched-
ule during their stay on Abaco.

The welcome gathering was held late 
on Friday August 2, as many participants 
did not arrive until after 9:00 pm, retrieved 

from their different points of arrival by 
Glender Archer- Knowles.

Saturday was reserved for a picnic on 
the Treasure Cay beach for whoever was 
able and willing to go. The evening ended 
with a recreational gathering at Mangoes 
Restaurant and Boutique. 

All the members, however, met for 
religious service at St Andrew’s Methodist 
Church on Sunday morning.

Please see Archers           Page  6
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Marble and Granite 
counter tops, showers

and floors installed
Made in Marsh Harbour

Call 367-6867 or 367-4726
View installations 
on our web site:

abacomarbleandgranite.com

The family historian, Lewis Henchell 
willingly obliged by giving a brief synop-
sis of the Archer’s historical background, 
traced from family narratives, from The 
Bahamas records of births, marriages and 
deaths as well as from various Methodist 
Churches’ documents.

The first ancestor, Thomas Archer, 
was born in 1788 in North Carolina. He 
and his wife Nogi came to Abaco with the 
Loyalists as free black people. They start-
ed the lineage by having six sons and three 
daughters. 

After starting as planters and seafar-
ers, over the years, the Archers became 
influential people in their communities, 
contributing to the life and growth of Aba-
co through religion and politics, explained 
Mr. Henchel. They soon extended their in-
fluence to New Providence.

Captain Shervin Archer, who repre-
sented Abaco in the House of Assembly, 
also served as a Senator. Other descen-
dants served in Parliament and as Cabinet 
Ministers. Philip Bethel, a Gospel Minis-
ter, attended the pre-independence consti-
tutional talks in London in 1972.

In present time, the Minister of 
Youth, Sports and Culture, the Hon. Dan-
ny Johnson, is one such descendant. Not 
confined to politics, their area of expertise 
also reached the medical and educational 
fields.

Mr. Henchell who resides in Nassau, 
concluded: “I am happy and proud of my 
Abaco heritage.”

Archers                    From Page 5

Central & All Abaco
By Timothy Roberts

As a result of findings in the Depart-
ment of Environmental Health Services 
(DEHS) report on Shanty Towns, Environ-
ment and Housing Minister Kenred Dorsett 
said on July 4 that they will move forward 
with the prosecution of land-owners.

The report noted an emerging trend 
in shantytowns of the increasing number 
of Bahamians or people who claim to be 
Bahamian, who live in or frequent these 
towns. According to the report, there are 
at least 15 shantytowns in New Providence 
and numerous more in the family islands.

The report said Abaco is home to the 
biggest shantytown population in the Fam-
ily Islands which were highlighted during 
their research. Shantytowns in Abaco in-
clude Sandbanks, The Mud and The Peas, 
commonly referred to as Pigeon Peas.

Combined, those three communities 
have more than 1,000 homes, according to 
the report and researchers said there are 
124 homes or residences in Sandbanks. 

In Sandbanks only two homes were 
identified as having wells piped into the 
houses and it was noted that there are also 
six visible commercial shops.

In The Pigeon Peas, the report indi-
cated that there are 300 residences and 30 
commercial shops and of those homes, 150 
had septic tanks and 15 made use of outside 
toilets.

In The Mud, which is the biggest of 

Report indicates over 1,000 homes in Abaco shanty towns

the three predominantly Haitian communi-
ties, there are 600 residences and 45 com-
mercial shops, the report said. There are 
100 septic tanks and six outside toilets.

Researchers said that “Many of the 
long-term shanty town occupants express 
that new arrivals do not have the same rev-
erence for proper hygiene and respect for 
law and order, resulting in the decline of 
the towns.”

Noting how these communities oper-
ate outside of the requirements for proper 
sanitation, without regard to the building 

code and in violation of safety require-
ments for electricity, Minister Dorsett said 
that he remains concerned about the pos-
sibility of diseases such as cholera being 
born because of the unsanitary disposal of 
human and other forms of waste.

“I would like the general public to 
know that the government of the Bahamas 
is committed to bringing resolution to this 
age old issue. Not only are these towns un-

Above: an illegal shop in The Mudd - an Abaco shanty town. Photo by Deran Thompson 
Sr.

Please see Shanty          Page  7
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FULL SERVICE MARINA
• 60 Deepwater Slips  • Fuel/ Oil/ Bait/ Ice

• Fresh Water  • Garbonzo Reef Bar

WATERFRONT VILLAS

Bahamian Breakfast - Sat. & Sun.

Enjoy a delicious dinner with us

Happy Hour 
Daily 

5 pm - 6 pm

Open Year Round

Come lounge at The Helm, our indoor bar

Boat House Restaurant

For local transporation to Sea Spray call VHF 16 or 366-0065
email : info@seasprayresort.com 

www.seasprayresort.com

White Sound, Elbow Cay

On the ocean & harbour 
Full kitchen/air cond/sat TV

One, two 
& three 

bedroom units 

Sea Spray will pick up from Hope Town

Cancer Society 
hosting free clinics

The Cancer Society of The Bahamas 
is offering free PAP Smears and PSA test-
ing on Saturday, September 7. The servies 
will be held at the Marsh Harbour Govern-
ment Clinic and the Coopers Town Gov-
ernment Clinic from 9 am to 4 pm.

For women, the clinics will offer free 
PAP smears and breast examinations. For 
men: PSA blood testing and digital exami-
nations.

The Abaco Cancer Society raises 
funds and organizes exams for those with 
cancer and those at risk. Cancer has affect-
ed nearly every family and community on 
Abaco and exams are critical in prevention.

Every Saturday the Abaco Cancer 
Society opens their thrift shop adjacent to 
Abaco Groceries in Marsh Harbour. They 
are seeking donations of gently used items 
which can be sold to continue raising mon-
ey for the cause.

Central & All Abaco

Abaco Rotary celebrates 
42 years

The Rotary Club of Abaco celebrated 
its 42 anniversary on August 19. Long-
time members reminisced about the start 
of the club and changes that have occurred 
throughout the years. The club’s welcomed 
a special guest: Island Administrator Pres-
ton Cunningham, who joined them for din-
ner.

The evening also marked the first 
meeting for the club at their new time: 
Monday evenings at 5:30 pm. They con-
tinue to meet at the Abaco Beach Resort.

sightly and unsanitary but as you will see 
in the photos provided they are not fit for 
human dwelling. I assure you that work is 
being done and will continue to be done to 
address this issue for the benefit of those 
living in this unsanitary conditions and Ba-
hamas generally,” he said.

Residents of Shanty Towns were told 
at the beginning of July to get their homes 
up to code within 30 days or face prosecu-
tion. The deadline has since passed and to 
date only one landowner is reportedly fac-
ing prosecution. 

To date there has be no known en-
forcement of the same deadline for Aba-
co’s shanty town residents, some of whom 
occupy crown land, or landowners. 

For his part, Mr. Dorsett said his 
ministry is only dealing with the environ-
ment and housing aspects of the shanty 
town issue. He said Immigration and So-
cial Services will tackle issues that come 
under their respective portfolios.

Shanty                    From Page 6

Seminar held 
for the Justices 

of the Peace 
By Jennifer Hudson

A seminar was held for Justices of the 
Peace in the Magistrates Court on August 

15. Fifteen Justices of the Peace, fourteen 
men and one woman, attended this impor-
tant meeting which was presided over by 
Magistrate Ancella J. Evans. Following an 
opening prayer by Reverend Erskine Wells 
of the Assembly of God Church, Sandy 
Point, a welcome was given by Valerie 
Dean, Court Supervisor. 

Magistrate Evans opened the seminar 
by giving a brief introduction of herself and 

saying how much she has enjoyed her two 
years of service on Abaco. She has served 
in the capacity of magistrate for five years 
with previous appointments being in Long 
Island, Bimini and Court number 6 in Nas-
sau where she dealt with a very wide range 
of matters. Prior to service as a magistrate, 
Mrs. Evans worked in private practice and 

Above: Magistrate Evans with Abaco’s Justices of The Peace. The Magistrate aims to 
hold a seminar once a year to keep the Justices up to date with changes in the law and 
new acts being introduced.

Please see Justices          Page  20
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Our country has memories. 
Memories attached to senses.

Sight: kids jumping into the 
harbour during a full moon high 
tide. 

Smell: wafting night-blooming 
jasmine on a summer evening. 

Touch: jumping off a boat and 
diving a few feet below the warm 
surface, hitting the hidden cooler 
water beneath as you look for your 
first crawfish of the season. 

Taste: a spoonful of stew just 
how your grandmother used to 
make it; the kind where no matter 
what fish she used, you called it 
“blue runner stew.”  

Sound:  cicadas (singers as I 
knew them growing up) chirping a 
vicious melancholy in the waning 
months of summer.

From one tip of this island to 
the other the memories of spent 
summers linger; awakened by the 
uncomfortable heat and with a cica-
da soundtrack humming persistent-
ly. We’re reminded each year this 
same time about your childhood, 

about the summer you fell in love, 
about the summer you spent as a 
fresh high school graduate, about 
last summer and summer memories 
that have nearly faded into the haze. 
Many times it is these memories 
that we can’t grasp, like steam ris-
ing from the pavement after a sum-
mer shower, that most affect us. 

Some generational differences 
exist, certainly. You don’t have to 
go that far back in island time for 
a cohort that grew up without cen-
tral air conditioning. In fact, many 
homes in Abaco still don’t enjoy the 
relief given by a unit cranked down 
to 70 degrees. But then again, my 
great grandmother used to say air-
condition spoiled us. There might 
be some truth to that.

Times aren’t easy now. But 
they were even less so just a few 
short decades back. I sometimes 
deliver this newspaper myself along 
the North Abaco / Little Abaco 
route. Making stops in Little Ab-
aco is like stepping back in time. 
Of course Blackwood to Coopers 
Town are similar to what many Ab-
aconians know in Central Abaco, 
but it’s when you cross the Little 
Abaco Bridge that you appreciate 
simultaneously what we have… and 
what we had.

I sometimes pick up hitchhikers 
during those paper delivery trips. 
This last issue I picked up an older 
gentleman in Coopers Town. When 
he got I learned he’d be joining me 
for the entire ride: all the way to 
Crown Haven. 

I’ll admit, for the first part of 
the journey I merely respectfully 
listened while quietly discarding 
what this older man was telling me. 
He told me his family connections 
throughout The Bahamas, what 

he thought about the weather and 
things like that. But I began to lis-
ten closer.

He started to admonish the 
younger generations and pass on 
advice, nothing I haven’t heard be-
fore, but he didn’t do so spitefully. 
He did so with hopeful buoyancy. 
He knew just what could be accom-
plished.

I was amazed, as we ended 
the road trip, as he told me about 
his time as a youth. How his fam-
ily cleared forests and settled Fox 
Town and Crown Haven. 1937 he 
said he was born. He went on about 
leaving The Bahamas as a young 
man to pursue work all across the 
United States on contracts to pick 
fruit. 

This old man from little old 
Crown Haven, Abaco, had seen 
more of the world than me. What at 
first I considered a dismissible act 
of charity, giving a ride to an elder, 
I discovered was an endearing les-
son. I had been schooled.

The memories this man had and 
the memories many of our elders 
share are invaluable. Cicadas sere-
naded their long, hot summers too. 
They grew up in difficult times. We 
have bad roads. They had no roads. 
At the end of August they braced for 
hurricanes as we do, though blind 
to the atmospheric movements west 
of Africa. And though our worlds, 

separated by decades, are different: 
they are the same.

We face challenges now in this 
country. But if we could build com-
munities scattered across these is-
lands in challenges our grandfathers 
faced, we can overcome these chal-
lenges of present day.

It’s not going to be easy. Go-
ing forward in this country we will 
be tempted to just go lay inside and 
“soak up the AC” – to let those in 
charge do what they deem best for 
us. But this country won’t succeed 
on autopilot: too many hidden reefs. 
Air condition may have spoiled us, 
but we can remember the rewards 
that come from the sweat of our 
brow. We can repair what is broken 
in our country. 

And we can do so even in the 
summer heat, while the cicadas 
cheer us on.

Write to the Editor: 
BradleyAlbury@gmail.com

or Call 367-3200
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The Abaco Beach Resort at Boat Harbour
announces the availability of a limited number of 

luxury condominiums for sale at

The Harbour Residences 
For more information visit

www.AbacoBeachResort.com  or call 242-367-2585 or 242-367-2158

Letters to the Editor

Misuse of Handicap 
Spots

Dear Editor;
Thank you for allowing me space 

in your newspaper. Being a handicap 
individual it has come to my attention 
that any vehicle parked in a handicap 
space, other than the vehicles of people 
who are handicap, will be towed away 
at owner’s expense.   

I called Road traffic and they said 
that they have no such thing as a handi-
cap permit to place in your vehicle, so 
how can they tow a person’s vehicle if 
they can’t distinguish a handicap per-
son’s vehicle from a non-handicap per-
son’s vehicle? 

This is very frustrating for a 
handicap person like myself because 
non-handicap people still park in those 
spaces and nothing is done about it.

I must commend and thank Max-
well’s for being the best in having 
persons to help from packing boys on 
up to scooter chairs etc, although the 
floors are clean they are slippers. May-
be they could monitor the parking lot. 

Kenny Long

A Thank You to the 
Hope Town Community

Dear Editor;
From the bottom of my heart I 

would like to thank the community of 
Hope Town and beyond. In the over-
whelming situation I found myself in 
[On August 20], the outpouring of love 
and support was incredible!

Being a part of the Hope Town 
community has always been wonder-
ful, but my experience yesterday has 
shown me more compassion than I 
thought was possible. 

Thank you to everyone, I will for-
ever be grateful. 

Colyn Lightbourn 

A Good Bahamian? 
Open Your Eyes

Dear Editor;
Bahamas, open your eyes. You 

have government politicians in this 
country right now insisting to you that 
being a "good Bahamian" means you 
should lie, cheat, hide and cover-up the 
truth, and turn a blind eye to crime and 
wrongdoing. 

You know why they feel com-
fortable telling us this? Because to our 
heart, many of us as Bahamians still 
love corruption, deception and lies. 
These politicians are telling you that 
corruption is the Bahamian way, and 
so anyone who won’t be corrupt, lie 
and cover-up dirt, is not a good or true 
Bahamian. 

That's why crime and social ills 
are so high in this country - we lie, we 
cover up wrongdoing, we turn a blind 
to crime and criminality, and then call 
ourselves "Christian" and turn up our 
noses as though we are better than oth-
ers in the region and world. 

Open your eyes, and stop glori-
fying the glorifying of corruption and 
lies.

Sharon Turner
www.thereal242.com

A Thank You to 
a Writer

Dear Editor;
We want to compliment Canishka 

Alexander for a good job on the article in 
the August 15 Abaconian. Thank you. We 
are at Green Turtle Cay and picked up the 
paper at Sids. Saw your cousin at Harvey's 
Island Grille. She says hi.

We are heading back to our marina 
in Delray Beach in the next ten days. Look 
forward to seeing you next year at Strand-
ed Naked.

With love and Thanks,

Carol and Dick and kitty Annie on s/v 
Gusto!!!  

Community Calendar

•Aug 31: Lowe’s House “Block Party” 

COB Summer Course Awards (Mangoes – 6pm)

•Sept 6: Marine Navigation Course (Friends of 

Environment Office – 7pm)

•Sept 6: Cross Venture Youth Group Starts at New 

Vision Ministries

•Sept 6: Church Sports Association basketball Ends

•Sept 7: Free Cancer Screenings (Marsh Harbour 

and Coopers Town Gov’t Clinics)

•Sept 20-21: Empowered to Influence Seminar 

(Treasure Cay Community Center)

•Sept 21: K&S Auto Grand Prize Drawing

•Sept 25: Abaco Business Outlook

•Sept 26: “Leaders’ Lunch” (Abaco Beach Resort)

•Nov 9: Kayak Challenge

•Nov 23: MHVFD Firemen’s Ball

See the Community Calendar now at 
www.TheAbaconian.com
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FULL RANGE OF
HURRICANE SHUTTERS

• Plywood 

• Barrel Bolts 

• Nails

• Flashlights 

• Batteries

• Coolers 

• Tarps 

• Lanterns 

• Hammers 

• and more 

We have the supplies
you need to keep
your home safe!

CRAWFISHING SEASON IS HERE &
WE HAVE ALL THE GEAR YOU NEED!

• Wet Suits 

• Masks 

• Fins 

• Spears 
   & Slings

Diving Gear You Can Depend On!

KEEP YOUR CRAWFISH  
CHILLED IN A

GE CHEST FREEZER

Full Line of GE Products
EXCLUSIVE GE DEALER Full Warranty & Service

RELIABLE POWER
At Home or on
The Job Site

We Stock Gas & Diesel 
Generators for Home 

or for Business

Thank You
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Aluminum Panels

ALL YOU NEED UNDER ONE ROOF

It’s Summertime

GRILL OUT!
We have a
wide variety
of Grills to
fulfill your 
BBQ Hunger

South Abaco

By Lee Pinder
Even though the people of Chero-

kee are in the midst of trying to replace 
the Clinic in their small community and 
struggling to pay for renovations to the old 
church which they are trying to save, they 
continue to think of their neighbours in 
need and the Soup Kitchen continues to be 
appreciated now more than ever.

Epworth Methodist Chapel does an 

outreach program of ministering to some 
of the less fortunate citizens in the immedi-
ate vicinity with a monthly soup kitchen. 
Since its inception in March of 2011 some 
ladies from the church’s congregation have 
gotten together once a month to prepare a 
noon-day meal for those who may be hand-
icapped, bedridden or widowed.

Since the program started, 834 meals 
have been served, averaging anywhere 

“Neighbours Helping Neighbours” keeps tight-knight 
Cherokee community close

from 21 to 40 meals each time. The menu 
has ranged from fresh fruit or pasta salad, 
meat casseroles, tuna melts and hamburg-
ers to souses, chowders or soups. Believe 
it or not, they have only duplicated them-
selves by preparing yellow pea soup and 
conch chowder a couple of times. Those 
are the most popular items they prepare.  
In addition, a noontime meal was only 
missed a couple of times when a local func-
tion was being held in the settlement and 
they were almost guaranteed a meal from a 
visiting family member.

Besides receiving a few donations 
of cash, they also receive the main meat 
or some of the extra supplies from local 
food stores, family and friends.  Once they 
received a generous donation of already 
prepared bowls of chicken souse from the 
Rotary Club in Marsh Harbour.  When 
their “Souse Out” was finished they found 
they had lots of souse left-over and rather 
than see it go to waste they thought of the 
people in Cherokee.

Normally the meals are ready by 
11:30 am, packaged and delivered to each 
home along with crackers, Johnny cake or 
a bun and occasionally even a dessert.

Friends helping friends, this is what 
the little community is all about.  When 
people see you trying to help yourself, they 
generously come forward and want to give 
you a hand.  They don’t want to claim to 
be unique in this concept, but the visitors 
and boaters see what they are striving to do 
for themselves, recognize it and admire it 
and this is just one of the reasons they keep 
coming back to our shores year after year.

“Neighbours Helping Neighbours” is an outreach program by Cherokee’s Epwroth Meth-
odist Chapel. Since 2011, 834 meals have been served to the needy within the community.
Left to right: Rev. Marie Neilly, Standing, Gerney Sands (recently deceased) and Cathy 
Sands.

Lowe House 
Project continues 
with “Block Party”

A list of materials needed for the 
completion of the Lowe House Project 
has been compiled and the committee is 
seeking donations. A total of 650 concrete 
blocks is required for the project to help 
replace the foundation of the Lowe’s fam-
ily home. In an effort to gather these nec-
essary materials a “Block Party” will be 
held at BAIC Park on Saturday, August 31 
between 9 am and 1 pm.

Abaco hardware has donated use of 
one of their trucks to pick up any spare 
blocks potential donors may have laying 
around their yards. Accounts have also 
been set up at Standard Hardware and Ab-
aco Hardware for financial donations that 
will assist in rebuilding the Lowe family 
home.

The Department of Social Services 
is also considering providing the materials 
for the roof.

The vision of the Committee is for the 
Lowe family to spend Christmas in their 
new home.

The Lowe family fell into unfortunate 
circumstances last year and their home had 
to be replaced. The Committee that formed 
to assist the family is made up of members 
from the Scurvy Few, the Pilot Club and 
the Rotary Club of Abaco.
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be moderator of the event, along with sev-
eral volunteers raced out, in the fire trucks 
which were on display, to handle the situ-
ation.

During this time Commissioner Elli-
son Greenslade arrived and took the time 
to address the crowd which had taken their 
seats. He remarked about the beauty of the 
Abaco islands, the power of community 
and the necessary sacrifices that keep the 
country safe. He encouraged everyone to 
recognize their individual responsibilities 
of knowing their neighbours and bringing 
up the youth.

When Chief Albury returned he 
thanked everyone for their patience and 
recognized the special guests. This was 
followed by a prayer, led by Rev. Zeldon 
Simmons, and the National Anthem.

Remarks were brought by Neil Camp-
bell, the North Abaco Adminstrator, along 
with Fire Services Director Walter Evans, 
Treasure Cay Emergency Services Orga-
nization Director Betsy Bracy and North 
Abaco Chief Councilor Gary Smith.

Chief Albury said during his remarks, 
“As we gather today to dedicate this equip-
ment and commission these vehicles to ser-
vice, let us not forget the real dedication, 
that is the commitment of each and every 
volunteer that rises out of his or her bed at 
2 o’clock in the morning to go fight a fire.” 

He mentioned the pressures of vol-
unteering in small island communities, 
namely the inevitable horror of coming 
face to face with tragedy that involves a 
loved one. With this in mind, he further 
commended the volunteers.

He continued, “Mr. Commissioner, 
Assistant Commissioner, Director of Fire 
Services, Superintendent Curry, Inspector 
Delancy – your presence here today speaks 
volumes and means a great deal to the 
volunteers.” Chief Colin also recognized 
longtime advocate for Abaco’s firefighters: 

North Abaco

Everyone loves fire trucks. But they are also critical tools in an emergency. Above: Abaco 
Crash Fire & Rescue responds to a fire in Leisure Lee moments before the scheduled start 
of the ceremony. Volunteers must answer the call no matter the hour.

Trucks                        From Page 1

Above: the donated equipment, courtesy of Chief Hiatt and the Largo Florida Fire De-
partment, being prayed over.

Sgt. Paul Johnson.
That day, in fact, two fire trucks were 

donated. One truck was donated to the new 
North Abaco Volunteer Department from 
Treasure Cay, and the second to Abaco 
Crash Fire & Rescue in Treasure Cay. 
Firefighting equipment was also donated 
to Abaco Crash Fire & Rescue with their 
intention to give some to North Abaco’s 
Brigade and to a volunteer department in 
Andros as well.

Those donations were made possible 
by the Largo Florida Fire Department and 
their chief Mixson Doug Hiatt. Mr. Hiatt 
drove across the state of Florida to deliver 
the equipment to the Port of Palm Beach 
free of charge.

Included in the donated equipment 
were firefighting suits, boots, helmets, an 
exhaust fan, hoses and more.

Commissioner Greenslade took to the 
podium to officially commission the new 
fire trucks. He recognized everyone in at-
tendance and thanked all the volunteers for 
their service. He went on to plead with the 
public to encourage young men and women 
to recruit themselves to emergency ser-
vices, “I’m begging family islands to give 
their children.”

He said persons interested in train-
ing could, “spend six months in training, 
and I’m prepared when he or she is done 
to send them back home where they can 
specialize.” He said that there is no rea-
son why family island communities cannot 
have their own fire chiefs from “their own 
home.”

Commissioner Greenslade continued, 
“If you’re an honest young Bahamian, 
willing to make a contribution in your 
community, why not join the Bahamas po-
lice force? Why not join Mr. Evans’ team 
in fire services?” The Commissioner gave 
out his number to the public for those inter-
ested in his appeal: 376-2080.

Regarding the importance of vol-
unteer projects like Abaco Crash Fire & 

Above: Abaco Crash Fire & Rescue volunteers refill their tankers.

Rescue in Treasure Cay and the new North 
Abaco Fire Department, he said, “As 
much as we support you, we do not always 
have to be in charge. That is why volun-
teerism is so good.” He said this empowers 
the community. 

Fire chiefs and volunteers from near-
by fire departments were present at the cer-
emony as well. Green Turtle Cay, North 
Abaco, Treasure Cay and Marsh Harbour 
were all represented.

After the official ceremony the Com-
missioner and Fire Chief were taken by 
Abaco Crash Fire & Rescue Chief Colin 
Albury to inspect the two vehicles. Im-
pressed, Mr. Greenslade climbed inside 
each one to test the sirens. 

After the inspection, Chief Albury 
took Commissioner Greenslade and com-
pany on a tour of the fire station. 

The Commissioner remarked at how 

well organized the command center was 
and again thanked Chief Albury and his 
volunteers for the work they do. Chief Al-
bury pledged the use of the station’s com-
mand center for use by the Royal Bahamas 
Police Force any time they needed it.

Following the tour a lunch was served 
to all the attendees. Grilled crawfish, steak 
and chicken along with sides and desserts 
were enjoyed by the crowd.

Going forward, the new North Aba-
co Volunteer Fire Department will work 
closely with the department in Treasure 
Cay. Training with equipment and pro-
cedures will be necessary. Both stations 
are always looking for volunteers and 
donations. Chief Albury pleaded with all 
the attendees to please support their local 
volunteer fire and emergency departments, 
whether they are in marsh Harbour, Hope 
Town, Green Turtle or wherever.

Above: Greenslade lives out many a little 
boy’s dream: to turn on a fire engine siren. 
Right: Chief Colin Albury speaks with the 
Nations Chief of Fire Services - Walter Ev-
ans.
Below: Chief Albury commits the use of 
the command center any time the RBPF 
calls on it. Included are: Superintendent 
Noel Curry, Fire Chief Walter Evans, As-
sistant Commissioner Emrick Seymour, 
Colin Albury and Commissioner Ellison 
Greenslade.
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Groceries - All you need & more!
Fruit & Vegetables

Canned Goods
Dairy Products - Frozen Foods

Phone or Fax : 366-2022
Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 6pm l Sat 7:30am-

7pm
The Place to be is Cherokee!

Cherokee Food Fair

CURRY’S FOOD STORE
Customer docking 
Homemade bread

Complete line of groceries
Frozen foods, fresh fruits & 

vegetables
Block & crushed ice

Green Turtle Cay
Ph. 242-365-4171 Fax 365-4072

Located on the harbour front

By Canishka Alexander
With Abaco having one of the fastest 

growing economies in The Bahamas, Hori-
zons Development Group’s Founder Sim-
mone L. Bowe thought it fitting to organize 
a Leaders Luncheon at Angler's Restaurant 
on August 14 under the theme “Creating 
and Maintaining a Quality Service Culture 
Through Training.”

According to Bowe, her intent was to 
attract business owners, business leaders, 
managers and supervisors from the Abaco 
business community to “share best prac-
tices and concerns about training and de-
velopment along with workforce needs for 
businesses on the island.”

Following a round of introductions 
from various industry representatives, Du-

shinka Roberts of the Abaco Tourism Of-
fice, was introduced as the first speaker. 
Although she credited the tourism indus-
try for The Bahamas’ high standard of 
living, Roberts also explored how Abaco 
is preparing its workforce to meet grow-
ing business demands. Roberts focused on 
how businesses embrace change, how re-
sources are managed, and how businesses 
are working to ensure that they meet global 
standards.  She concluded her presentation 
by outlining the benefits and misconcep-
tions of training with a view of making 
businesses in our country more recession-
proof.

Presentations were also given by 
Simmone L. Bowe, Horizons’ transforma-
tion strategist and consultant, and Lavan 
McKenzie, human resource manager at 
Treasure Cay Hotel, Resort and Marina. 
Bowe briefly talked about service culture 
elements that set companies apart, while 
McKenzie described how they had created 
an environment to “wow” their guests.

The first step in their approach was to 
improve, empower and motivate the em-
ployees.  McKenzie said that the employ-
ees must be viewed as the most valuable 
assets, and as a result, they are referred to 
as employed guests. Secondly, McKenzie 
said that everyone must be committed to 
and share in the company’s goals. She en-
couraged the participants to look to outsid-
ers for help or to do an outside assessment 

of the company with the implementation of 
training guidelines and operational proce-
dures.

“Developing a high standard is very 
important,” she assured. “If you want to 
make a difference, you must be serious.”

The keynote speaker was Agatha 
Marcelle, executive director of the newly 
formed National Training Agency (NTA), 

Leaders Lunch focuses on training 

Above: Agatha Marcelle, executive direc-
tor of the newly formed National Training 
Agency (NTA), was the keynote speaker at 
the Leaders Luncheon.

which she said will not only be successful, 
but it will give many Bahamians a second 
chance in life. With the support of network 
partners, specialist trainers and coaches 
and approved industry providers, partici-
pants will be assessed and receive a Level 
1 certification from City & Guilds. Areas 

Please see Leaders            Page 17

Above: Leaders Luncheon hosted by Simmone Bowe of Horizon's Development Group on 
Aug. 14 at Angler's Restaurant.

Business
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Ron-Paul Cabinets Plus Visit our Showroom Located 
Opposite the old Lowe’s PharmacyOwner’s: Ronnie & Pauline Roberts

Phone: (242) 367-0546

4 DRAWER
CHEST

WOODEN 
BUNK BEDS 
$575.00

METAL 
BUNK BEDS

$450.00

ADIRONDACK 
CHAIRS 

$210.00

F R E E  P I L LO W ! ! 
WITH ANY SIZE MATTRESS & BOX SPRING

Commercial Carpet..$11.00sq.yd.
Carpet Padding........$5.75  sq.yd.

Wooden 
Toddler Beds 

$175.00

LAMINATED 
FLOORING

$2.50 sq.ft.
PADDING
$0.55 sq.ft.

5 SHELF
BOOK CASE

$120.00

Further Business
Leaders                   From Page 16

targeted for training include: automative 
service and care; allied health care ser-
vices; building maintenance; domestic ser-
vices; hospitality/tourism; retail operation 
and sales; landscape maintenance; and of-
fice procedures. 

The program will initially focus on 
recent high school graduates and young 
adults under the age of 26 years, and Ab-
aco is among the pilot islands to benefit 
from the NTA.

“I asked God to help me to lift up 
my people,” Marcelle reminisced. “Let’s 
make this work.”

MP for North Abaco and Parliamen-
tary Secretary Mr. Renardo Curry ap-
plauded the efforts of the participants for 
their desire to bring about change because 
a high standard is being demanded of busi-
nesses. In light of what Marcelle shared 
about the National Training Agency, Cur-
ry once again emphasized that education is 
the key to equip our workforce.

This month, Simmone Bowe will 
host another Leaders Lunch entitled – 
“The Power of Innovation in 21st Century 
Wealth Creation” – on Sept. 26with Dr. 
Ron Archer as the keynote speaker. Dr. 
Archer is a world-renowned author, televi-
sion host, leadership advisor, life coach, 
bishop and pastor. Contact Simmone Bowe 
at horizonsdevelopment@gmail.com or at 
458-8938 for more details.

By Jennifer Hudson
It is twenty years since Nick Maiou-

lis first began to investigate the amazing 
properties of the neem plant and its signifi-
cant health benefits. He then took his first 
steps towards establishing the neem farm 
by germinating seeds in a nursery. Today 
there are 6,200 neem trees on his 120 acre 
farm in South Abaco and the seeds from 
the farm are processed into a wide range 
of products in the Abaco Neem production 
center in Marsh Harbour. 

Abaco Neem is now a very well es-
tablished brand name with a wide range of 
products which are widely sought after for 
their healing and health giving properties. 

“The medicinal and body line came 
first with pet care and home and garden 
and agricultural lines added later. We now 
produce 33 different products in these four 
ranges,” explained Mrs. Daphne de Greg-
ory Maioulis, partner and sales and mar-
keting manager. “Our products are now 
sold on seven different Bahamian islands 
and our next step is to go international,” 
she added.

In order to accommodate all of their 
new product lines they have restructured 
their processing facility by establishing a 
separate lab. They are very committed to 
growing their business in Nassau and El-
len Sands, who previously worked in the 
Abaco Neem processing centre on Abaco, 
is now the company’s full time agent in 
Nassau. “She is fast becoming the face of 
Neem in New Providence as our marketing 
representative and trainer,” stated Mrs. de 

Abaco Neem keeps growing 

Gregory-Maioulis.
Abaco Neem is now enjoying a fast 

growing mail order business and will ship 
anywhere in the world that Fed Ex goes. 

“We are now looking to set up a pro-
duction company in Florida and also look-
ing at the possibility of growing our busi-
ness in the Caribbean. We are in discussion 
with farms on other Caribbean Islands re-
garding the possibility of partnering with 
them as joint ventures since exporting is so 
expensive,” explained Mrs. De Gregory-
Maioulis. 

Education is a very important com-
ponent of the Abaco Neem business and 
Mr. and Mrs. Maioulis are dedicated to 
getting their message about health and the 
environment out into the community. They 
conduct school tours to teach the children 
what goes into the ground goes into the 
body, gets on the skin and into the blood 
and they teach the children to make safer 
and better health choices which are the key 
to good health. 

Presently, Abaco Neem is a product 
based company but Mr. and Mrs. Maiou-
lis see it branching out into the agro eco-
tourism market which has great potential 
for growth.  Part of their future plan is 
to develop the farm as a destination for 
visitors who can participate in paid tours. 
“This would also help keep down the cost 
of production,” stated Mrs. Maiouis. “The 
Bahamas is not big on sustainability, it is 
a consumer society without a conscience,” 
she laments. She and her husband are try-
ing to get the message across to people to 
grow trees.  

When Nick Maiuolis established the 
neem farm he decided to promote chemical 
free growing and today the Abaco Neem 
farm holds the distinction of being the only 
certified organic farm in The Bahamas and  
the only certified organic neem farm in the 
entire western hemisphere.

More information about Abaco Neem 
can be found on its website: www.aba-
coneem.com. Its entire line of medicinal, 
health and beauty products and agricultural 
and pet care products can  be purchased 
at the Abaco Neem store by the airport 
roundabout. The helpful staff are always 
happy to advise on the benefits and usages 
of their products.

Careers on Abaco:
My life as a Veterinarian - 

with Dr. Bailey

By Jennifer Hudson
Dr. Derrick Bailey, owner of Island 

Veterinary Clinic, has been a veterinarian 
for the past 21 years having graduated from 
vet school in the Czech Republic in 1992. 
He did not begin his career as a vet straight 
from school, however. He first obtained a 
degree in Marine Biology and Chemistry 
from the University of the West Indies in 
Kingston, Jamaica and subsequently taught 
biology and zoology. 

“However, in my mid-twenties, pos-
sibly due to my having grown up on a 
farm, I decided that I related to animals 
better than I did to people,” he quipped. 
Thus, his decision was made to become a 
vet. Desiring to move further afield than 
his own country he attended the University 
of Veterinary Sciences in Brno, the capi-
tal of the Czech Republic. This was quite 
a radical decision since he did not even 
speak the language. 

However after six months of language 

Please see Careers          Page  18

Above: Abaco Neem’s processing plant and store in Marsh Harbour.
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Sid’s Food Store
Groceries . Toiletries . Souvenirs

Serving New plymouth and the entire
Green Turtle Cay Area

 . Fresh Fruits & Vegetables   
 . Frozen Meat . Dry and Canned Goods          . Homemade Breads

WIDE SELECTION 
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Located Near Town Dock, New Plymouth, 
Green Turtle Cay

Tel: (242) 365-4055

Frederick’s 
Agency Ltd.

Custom’s Brokers

Customs Brokerage Services
Air and Sea

Import and Export Entries
Serving all vessels from foreign ports

Queen Elizabeth Drive
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Tel: 242-367-2333 • Fax 242-367-3136
Email: abacocustoms@batelnet.bs

study in the Czech Republic he then com-
pleted his degree within the standard six 
years. Following his graduation he worked 
for six months in one of the first private 
veterinary clinics in Prague after the Vel-
vet Revolution.

In 1993 he migrated to Canada where 
he sat and passed the board exams and en-
tered private practice in Alberta Western 
Canada. He later moved to Nassau where 
he married his Bahamian wife, Michelle, 
whom he had met as a fellow student many 
years before at the University of the West 
Indies, Jamaica. By the year 2000 he and 
his wife had moved to Abaco, she as a sci-
ence teacher at the Abaco Central High 
School and he establishing his Island Vet-
erinary Clinic in Marsh Harbour.

Many of Dr. Bailey’s days are taken 
up with routine procedures such as vacci-
nations and examinations for health certifi-
cates but major occurrences can occur at 
any time such as an animal being hit by 
a car, broken legs to set, ocular problems 
and basic surgeries. On Mondays he often 
has to treat hunting dogs which have be-
come injured during hunting trips over the 
weekend. 

On Thursdays he donates his time 
to the Humane Societies of Abaco for the 
spaying and neutering of cats and dogs. 
Ninety percent of his patients are dogs and 
cats but he does occasionally have to treat 
sheep from the sheep farm and also travel 

Further Business
Careers                  From Page 17

down to look at the wild horses.
Although a veterinarian has to work 

long hours, attend emergencies during the 
night and suffer dog bites, cats clawing and 
being urinated on, Dr. Bailey says that he 
wouldn’t have done anything else. He is 
happy in the knowledge that he has helped 
an animal that could not help itself.

His advice to any person consider-
ing going into the veterinary field is that 
it is definitely something to consider but 
an applicant must first and foremost have 
a love of animals.  Good school grades are 
an absolute necessity since it is even more 
difficult to get into vet school than into med 
school. An interest in animal welfare is an-
other prerequisite and it is good to be able 
to show that the applicant has had interac-
tion with animals either through working 
at a Humane Society, farm or with a vet-
erinarian. 

Dr. Bailey also suggests to anyone 
who is considering staying in The Baha-
mas as a vet to think about a specialization 
such as internist or oculist since all the vets 
presently in The Bahamas are generalists 
(GPs). 

Island Veterinary Clinic hours are 
Monday to Friday 9 AM to 5:30 PM and 
Saturdays by appointment.

Above Right: Dr. Bailey caring for an in-
jured dog.

Press Release
Celebrating its tenth anniversary with 

a special slate of speakers and activities, 
this year’s Abaco Business Outlook (ABO) 
will be held on Wednesday, September 25 
at the Abaco Beach Resort in Marsh Har-
bour, Abaco.

Under the theme “Sustainability the 
Measurement: Diversification the Goal”, 
presentations will focus on a mutually sus-
taining relationship between the environ-
ment and the economy for the success and 
preservation of both.

Organizers of the annual event, The 
Counsellors Ltd (TCL) have confirmed the 
following speakers:

Hon Philip Davis, Deputy Prime 
Minister & Minister of Works;

Abaco Business Outlook 
celebrating 10 years

John Rolle, Financial Secretary, Min-
istry of Finance;

David Johnson, Director General of 
Tourism;

Gowon Bowe, Partner, Pricewater-
houseCoopers;

Dr Livingston Marshall, Sr. V.P. 
Environmental & Community Affairs, 
Baker’s Bay Golf & Beach Club;

Eric Carey, Executive Director, Ba-
hamas National Trust;

Lindsey McCoy, Special Projects Co-
ordinator, Friends of the Environment;

Christopher Russell, Director of For-
estry, Ministry of Environment;

Please see ABO                 Page  22
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Abaco Marine Props

Propellers
Reconditioned

& Rehubbed

Phone 367-4276                                       Fax 367-4259
across the street from Abaco Outboards in Marsh Harbour

Brass
Stainless

Aluminum

Sandblasting &
Marine grade welding on 

Stainless and Aluminum

Certified Propeller Repair Technician
The ONLY NNPA Techncian in The Bahamas 

ABACO FREIGHT
COURIER SERVICES

Ocean                       Air
6671 W Indiantown Rd, Suite 50-453

Jupiter, Florida 33458
Walk-in and special handling 

Call 561-689-1010   •  nick@abacofreight.com 
Nick Mazzeo

Shopbreaking
At 10:59pm on 14th August, 2013, 

officers of the M.H.P.S. while on patrol 
reported that they discovered the front glass 
door to Texaco Gas Station located Marsh 
Harbour broken. Officers made a check of 
the interior of the business and arrested the 
culprit - a 30 year old Freeport, Grand Ba-
hama male hiding in the interior of that es-
tablishment. He was arrested and brought 
to M.H.P.S. where he was charged with 
Shopbreaking.

He attended court at 2:00pm on 
15/8/13 and was remanded to Sandilands 
for evaluation.

Indecent Assault
At 6:30pm on 16th August, 2013, a 

37 year old female of Central Pines, Ab-
aco, reported that at 6:15pm, same date, 
her daughter of same address was at a lo-
cal restaurant located Don Mackay Blvd., 
Marsh Harbour and a male known to her 
slapped her buttocks with his hand and 
used obscene language to her. Police ac-
tion requested.

Investigation continues.

Threats of Death
At 9:00am on 13th August, 2013, a 

50 year old female of Front Street, Guana 
Cay, Abaco, came to M.H.P.S. and re-
ported that sometime around 11:30am on 
10th August, 2013, her estranged husband 
sent her a threatening note with regards to 
death. Police action requested.

Suspect arrested
On 13th August, 2013, officers of the 

M.H.P.S. visited Guana Cay and arrested 
the suspect - a 46 year old male of Guana 
Cay in reference to Threats of Death. He 
was charged for the offence and attended 
court at 2:00pm on 13/8/13, plead guilty 
and fined $1,500.00.

  

Threats of Death
On Monday 19th august, 2013 at 

about 1:00am a 22 year old female of Coo-
per's Town, Abaco contacted the Marsh 
Harbour Police Station and reported that on 
same date at about 12:50am her boyfriend 
also of Cooper's Town, Abaco assaulted 
her and threatened to kill her. Police action 

requested. Investigations continue into this 
matter.             

Sudden Death
At about 8:43 p.m. on Sunday 18th, 

August 2013, medical practitioners c/o 
Green Turtle Cay Clinic contacted the 
Green Turtle Cay Police Station and re-
ported that Berline Curry aged 81 years 
old of New Plymouth Green Turtle Cay 
died while at her residence. Police action 
requested.

RE: OPERATION 
“THE MUDD” 

SUSPECTS: A 30 year old male of 
the Mudd, Abaco, And a 21 year old fe-
male of The Mudd, Abaco.

General Information:
On Monday 19th August, 2013, at 

12:30pm, Officers of the Central Detec-
tive Unit Abaco accompanied by officers 
of the Marsh Harbour Police Station con-
ducted Operation: “The Mudd”. Officers 
reported while executing a search warrant 
at the residence of the suspects situated in 
the Mudd they arrested them in reference 
to Possession of Unlicensed Firearms. The 
suspects were brought to M.H.P.S. along 
with the exhibits. Investigation continues.

The suspects are expected to be 
charged and arraigned reference to this 
matter. 

Weapon is a Pistol 

also taught law. She stated that she enjoys 
providing this service to the Bahamian 
people.

This was the second such seminar 
Mrs. Evans has held for Justices of the 
Peace on Abaco. “Law is constantly chang-
ing and it is very important to stay abreast 
of the law. I have a very busy schedule but 
want to hold these seminars once a year,” 
she stated. Mrs. Evans likes to adopt an in-
formal style for these seminars so that her 
audience will feel free to ask questions at 
any stage of the proceedings. This infor-
mality seemed to be very much appreciated 
since the persons present had many ques-
tions for the magistrate during the meeting.

Magistrate Evans told the Justices of 
the Peace assembled that they play an ex-
tremely important role within the commu-
nity. They can assist the magistrate, fill in 
while she is away, and sign affidavits and 
search warrants. 

“Confidentiality is extremely impor-
tant and a great deal of trust is laid in you,” 
she told them. She also reminded them that 
they were chosen for this position because 
they are persons of good character within 
the community, have high moral standards 
and the very highest ideals within society 
and are therefore examples within the com-
munity.

Topics covered during this seminar 
were: Role and Function of Justices of 
Peace; Ethical Considerations; Bail Prin-
ciples, Conduct of both Criminal and Civil 
trials; Preparation of Affidavits; Prepara-
tion of Wills; Important Issues of inheri-
tance and Legal Formalities of Wills. Im-
portant Legislation referred to included: 
The Magistrate’s Act, Criminal Procedure 
Code, Penal Code and Bail Act. 

At the close of the seminar Magistrate 
Evans thanked the Justices of the Peace for 
their assistance throughout the year and 
stated that she would be keeping up with 
any new legislature which she would then 
inform them of at the next meeting.

Central & All Abaco

Davis says BEC bill 
reductions are 

on the way
Royston Jones Jr

Guardian Staff Reporter
Bahamas Electricity Corporation 

(BEC) residential consumers may see more 
than a 10 percent reduction reflected in 
their September or October electricity bill-
ing cycle, Deputy Prime Minister Philip 
Brave Davis said.

BEC Executive Chairman Leslie 
Miller has said residential consumers can 
expect to see a 10 percent reduction in their 
bills by the end of September.

The reduction is expected to be sepa-
rate from the natural decrease that tends to 
follow the summer months.

Davis, whose portfolio includes the 
corporation, did not commit to a percent-
age, but said Miller may make an an-
nouncement on the matter in the next week 
or two.

“I met with the board and I am as-
sured by the chairman that by the end of 
September, and I ask you to check your 
light bill, that you should see a minimum 
of a 10 percent decline in your BEC elec-
tricity bill,” Davis told The Nassau Guard-
ian.

“It may be more. I’ll just say 10 per-
cent at this time.”

In April, Miller said if the corpora-
tion is able to purchase cheaper fuel be-
tween then and December, an additional 10 
to 15 percent reduction in electricity bills 
could be realized.

He said at the time that residential 
consumers should realize the 10 percent 
reduction by July.

“We are hoping that before the sum-
mer really gets hot in July, that we would 
decrease the cost of electricity by no less 
than seven to 10 percent to the final con-
sumer, and I believe we are on track to 
have that done,” he said.

“The greatest impediment we have at 
BEC right now with reducing the cost is 
the old engines at Clifton and the amount 
of money the gas turbines burn at Blue 
Hills.”

Miller later gave the end of Septem-
ber as the target date.

The corporation has been in discus-
sions with an international conglomerate to 
put in place three 42-megawatt slow speed 
diesel engines at Clifton to realize signifi-
cant savings, according to Miller.

Prior to an electricity assistance pro-
gram instituted in July, officials said there 
were between 5,000 and 6,000 homes in 
The Bahamas without electricity.

Davis said BEC is committed to en-
suring that no person in the country is 
without power.

The corporation ran a two-tiered pro-
gram in July and August — an electricity 
assistance program and bill payment pro-
motion — that it hoped would put thou-
sands of customers back on the grid, and 
result in millions of dollars in revenue col-
lection.

When asked how many disconnected 
households had signed on to the program 
and had electricity restored, Davis said 
consumers are gradually signing on to the 
plan, but, “I have not been apprised of the 

Justices                    From Page 7

National NewsCrime Report

See previous editions of 
The Abaconian 

under the 
“Digital Editions” 

tab at 
www.TheAbaconian.com

Please see BEC               Page  22
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Central & All Abaco
sociation (AFFGA) presented support for 
the proposed parks.

Mr. Knowles noted that there are 27 
national parks throughout The Bahamas 
and as well as many more proposed parks. 
Abaco has six national parks which are 
the Abaco National Park in South Abaco, 
Walkers Cay, Black Sound Cay, Fowl 
Cays, Tilloo Cay and the Pelican Cays.

The National Parks are places of 
natural beauty and the goal is to protect 
their biodiversity. The two new proposed 
areas are both in South Abaco, one being 
the Abaco Marls Natural Reserve which is 
an extensive area and the other being the 
Cross Harbour Protected Area.

Mrs. Maycock noted that the govern-
ment of The Bahamas, through the Carib-
bean Challenge, has committed to protect-
ing 20 per cent of the near shore marine 
environment of the Bahamas by 2020.

The Caribbean Challenge is an ini-
tiative that The Bahamas and Grenada 
launched in 2008 at the United Nations 
Convention on Biodiversity (UNCBD). 
Mrs. Maycock said the challenge is to set 
a goal to protect certain critical habitats 
within their country.

The 2020 Declaration sets out to pro-
tect not just the marine environment but 
the terrestrial as well, she said. Out of the 
twenty per cent The Bahamas is looking to 
have about fifty per cent declared as ma-

rine protected areas.
She said The Bahamas is surrounded 

at every turn by our marine environment 
and much of these areas remain unpro-
tected. Mangroves act as nursery for a lot 
of our juvenile marine species and BNT’s 
goal is to protect these areas.

The Marls is the largest wetland eco-
system in Central Abaco covering a large 
portion of the southern side of Abaco 
reaching as far north as the Bluff Point and 
as far south as Crossing Rocks. 

Mrs. Maycock noted that this area 
has been identified by previous govern-
ments to be considered for conservation 
and that Cross Harbour is one of the only 
wetland areas on the southern part of the 
island. 

Mr. Knowles emphasized that the 
proposal for protection is not for the pro-
posed parks to be no take zones, but for 
these areas to be protected from large scale 
and commercial development. 

Ms. Patterson added that while Abaco 
has six protected areas that they are very 
small and do not cover all the important 
habitats. “Now that we know a lot more 
about the science and the marine animals 
in our environment we found that they re-
quire more than one habitat for their whole 
life span.”

She said that the focus now is on 
wetlands because they are trying to fill the 
gaps in the habitats that are protected. 

Ms. Patterson said that Cross Har-

bour is unique because not only is it the 
only wetland system for miles in the south, 
but it is also located very close to deep wa-
ter and it ultimately supports the fishing 
community.

Mrs. Pinder added that the two pro-
posed parks are interconnected especially 
as bonefish are concerned and they have 
been able to determine this as a result of 
their bonefish tagging program which has 
allowed them to track the fish from the 
Marls to Cross Harbour where they spawn 
and back again. 
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They have even been able to deter-
mine that bonefish from Abaco make their 
way as far as Grand Bahama and are also 
important to fishermen there.

Mr. Curry said he is supportive of the 
proposed parks and also sees the value in 
protecting these areas for the sake of visi-
tors coming to Abaco being able to enjoy 
our environment sightseeing, bird watch-
ing, kayaking and fishing. He sees the 
potential for entrepreneurship for nature 
based activities.

Above: the committee discusses options with MP Curry.



Page 22     Section A       The Abaconian   September 1, 2013

There & Back.....Again
EFFECTIVE: JULY , 2012

Ph: 242-367-0290         Fax: 242-367-0291

REGULAR FERRY SCHEDULE
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town

20 minute ride
7:15am / 9:00am / 10:30am /12:15pm 2:00pm

4:00pm / 5:45pm

Hope Town to Marsh Harbour
8:00am / 9:45am / 11:30am /1:30pm 3:00pm

4:00pm / 5:00pm / 6:30pm

Marsh Harbour to Man-O-War
20 minute ride

7:15 / 10:30am / 12:15pm / 2:30pm* 
4:00pm / 5:45pm

*Except Sundays and Holidays

Man-O-War to Marsh Harbour 
8:00am / 11:30am / 1:30pm /3:15pm* / 5:00pm

*Except Sundays and Holidays

Marsh Harbour to Scotland/Guana Cay
30 minute ride

6:45am / 10:30am / 1:30pm /3:30pm 5:45pm

Scotland/Guana Cay to Marsh Harbour
8:am / 11:30am / 2:30pm / 4:45pm / 6:30pm

Any stops outside the main harbour will be a
minimum charge of two persons. Two persons or over

will remain at regular charge.
During the month of August through December there 

are some adjustments made to the schedule.
You are advised to contact the office for any changes.

REGULAR FERRY FARES
One Way: $17.00

Round Trip - Open Return: $27.00
Children 6-11: Half Price

Children 5 and under: Free
Hope Town and Man-O-War ferries depart from

the Ferry Dock at Crossing Beach. 
Guana /Scotland Cay depart from the Conch Inn.

Prices subject to change without notice.

Albury’s Ferry Service

“Honesty and Quality
You Can Count On”

Brandon Thompson
242-357-6532

Dock Construction
Residential and Commercial

Customized to suit your lifestyle

Boat Lifts
Sales and Service

Quality boat lift dealer for 10 years

And Much More...
Offering unsurpassed attention to
detail with almost two decades 

of hands on experience

Contact us today! 
www.lbtmarine.com

bthompson@lbtmarine.com
Cell: 242-357-6532

Ph/Fax: 242-367-2704

Rev. July 2013

Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 
Island-wide Abaco Listings

Abaco Cottage                     114 hse          366-0576 
Abaco Vacation Planner +      25 hse           367-3529

Casuarina Point
Sea Grape/Coco Plum              2 Units        367-2107

Cherokee
Lee Pinder  3 hse    366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages       366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place    352-5458

Green Turtle Cay 
Barefoot Homes 14 hse           577-4092
Bluff House Club 12 units  365-4200
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott    800-752-0166
Green Turtle Club 35 rm  365-4271
Island Properties  34 hse   365-4047
Leeward Yacht Club         5 hse        365-4191
New Plymouth Inn  9 rm   365-4161
Ocean Blue Properties  34 hse  365-4636
Other Shore Club   365-4226
Roberts Cottages 3 cott   365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana   11 hse  365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott.  365-5137
Guana Sunset Beach 13 units   365-5133 
Ocean Frontier            6 cott 519-389-4846      
Ward’s Landing 4 units   904-982-2762
Ruth Sands  9 hse  365-5140

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm   366-0133
Crystal Villas 5 villas   321-452-0164
Elbow Cay Prop                       53 hse    366-0035
Firefly Resort                7 villas       366-0145
Hope T Harb Lodge 25 rm    366 0095
Hope T Hideaways       63 hse    366-0224
Hope Town Inn        6 rm 4 Villas 3 Suites     366-0003

Hope T Villas  3 hse   366-0266
Lighthouse Rentals 4 cott   366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages  4 hse    366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas   366-0065
Tanny Key  43 hse   366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas   366-0557

Lubbers’ Quarters Cay
Lubbers’ Landing    4 villas      577-2000

Man-O-War
Island Home Rentals       2 hse     365-6048
Waterway Rentals        14 hse           365-6143     

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate      6 hse  367-2719
Abaco Towns 16 apts 367-0148
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
Living Easy  16 hse 367-2202
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas  32 apts 577-6764
HG Christie    11 hse 367-4151

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefishing   10 rm   800-628-1447

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Abaco Estate Services  Mult hse 365-8752
Bahama Beach Club  88 units 365-8500
Brigantine Bay Villas 5 units   877-786-8455
Treasure Cay Resort   95 rms  365-8801

Turtle Rock
Villas at Palmetto Beach 3 villas  262-820-1900

Hotels and House Rental Agents

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
www.abaconian.com   www.abacoinet.com    www.abacocottage.com

www.abacos.com   www.oii.net   www.bahamas.com

Hope Town..cont

Marsh Harbour Spring 
City Town Committee

By Timothy Roberts
During the Marsh Harbour and 

Spring City Town Committee meeting on 
August 21 members reviewed contract 
bids and awarded contracts for the new fis-
cal year and discussed other town matters.

The Committee reviewed and award-
ed contracts for public restroom mainte-
nance, grave yards, parks and verges as 
well as for trash pick-up for the Marsh 
Harbour and Spring City areas at the meet-
ing.

Members expressed frustration over 
some maintenance issues at the public re-
stroom at the Crossing. The bathroom is in 
serious disrepair including a leaking urinal 
and the Committee had to have the cess-
pit pumped due to an overflow. Chairman 
of the Committee, Yvonne Key said the it 
would cost $3,500 to 4,000 to repair. 

It was discussed to offer the take-
away at the Crossing the opportunity to as-
sume full responsibility for the bathroom 
and if not it was suggested and accepted by 
members that they would have the facili-
ties removed.

The Committee also noted some 
grievances with the cabana at the Union 
Jack Dock on Bay Street. It was said that 
the cabana was more of a nuisance than a 
help and that it was being misused.

A motion was made and passed to 
remove the cabana and place it at a more 
desirable location in Spring City.

It was also noted that there is a lunch-
lady that sells food from her vehicle at the 
Union Jack Dock and that a lot of garbage 
ends up being left behind. It was suggested 
that she be told to bring a garbage can or 
bag for people to put garbage in.

The members then spoke on issues 
surrounding the lack of enforcement to 
stop illegal building and more in the Mudd 
and Pigeon Pea. There was a general sense 
of a lack of will from various sectors to 
deal with infractions and problems in the 
shanty towns.

Central & All Abaco

Atario Mitchell, CEO, Bahamas 
Striping;

Dr Pearl McMillan, Director, De-
partment of Public Health;

Shaun Ingraham, Founder, Island 
Journeys, “One Eleuthera”;

Dennis Lightbourn, President, Abaco 
Chamber of Commerce

Preston Cunningham, Snr Island Ad-
ministrator.

“This 10th anniversary ABO forum is 
an important one in many ways,” said Joan 
Albury, TCL President and chief organiz-
er of ABO. “We have brought together a 
group of presenters who share our belief 
that sustainable development is the only 
way forward for our beautiful country.

"We at The Counsellors continue to 
believe that Abaco is not only a model 
for self-generated success in the Family 
Islands, but also points the way to what 
must be the development model for the 
entire Bahamas—development that closely 
links the economy to the islands’ natural 
resources in a mutually nourishing and sus-
tainable way. To us, this can be the only 
definition of economic success in a country 
such as ours—development that preserves 
our precious natural heritage for future 
generations of Bahamians.”

“Abaco Business Outlook’s ten years 
of success is worthy of a grand celebration 
and that is what this year’s attendees will be 
treated to,” Mrs Albury added. “Without 
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revealing too much, I can say that we’re 
pulling out the stops. In the spirit of cel-
ebration there will be an excellent lunch, 
gifts and some nice surprises. Above all, 
we’re going to ensure that our guests leave 
the event well briefed on the opportunities 
Abaco offers and what’s planned to make 
the best of those opportunities,” she said.

“What is just as important, we are en-
suring that this year’s sponsors are widely 
promoted. While the success of ABO and 
its sister forums on five other islands rests 
primarily on the planning and hard work 
of our staff at TCL, much is owed to the 
commitment of sponsors such as our faith-
ful friends at the Ministry of Tourism, 
Abaco Chamber of Commerce and several 
business partners in Nassau and Abaco,” 
TCL’s president said. “We gratefully ac-
knowledge their contributions to this nec-
essary effort of spreading information and 
ideas for development. We would be hard-
pressed to perform this vital community 
service without assistance and we would 
welcome other like-minded corporate citi-
zens to join us.”

For further information on Abaco 
Business Outlook, interested persons may 
register at the website:www.tclevents.
com, or contact the Bahamas Tourist Of-
fice in Abaco, tel: 242-367-3067; the Ab-
aco Chamber of Commerce, tel: 242-367-
6270, or Eileen Fielder at The Counsellors 
Ltd in Nassau, tel:  242-322-7505.

result of that as yet.”
“What number is back on, I can’t say, 

but I know that there has been an improve-
ment on those and you may hear from the 
chairman in the next week or two with an 
announcement with respect to that,” he 
said.

While Miller did not provide figures, 
he said this month BEC’s latest electricity 
assistance program is going “very well” 
and the board is pleased with the initiative.

The Nassau Guardian understands 
that $500,000 of the around $26 million in 
arrears was collected up to the end of July, 
despite the corporation’s promotion and 
assistance programs.
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National News

Have news or 
upcoming events? 

Contact us at 
242-367-3200

or
AbaconianNews@gmail.com
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Dive Shops
Abaco Dive Adventures, Marsh Harbour.......................367-2963
Dive Abaco  Since1978, Marsh Harbour.................................. 367-2787
Dive Time, Man-O-War............................................................365-6235
Froggies, Hope Town.............................................................. 366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay.........................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay......................................... 365-4411
Dive Guana............................................................... 365-5178
Man-O-War Dive Shop ...............................................365-6013

 Bikes & Scooters • Boats
Marsh Harbour

A & P Car Rentals  ............................................. 367-2655
Abaco Dorado Boat Rentals .............................. 367-1035
Bargain Car Rentals .......................................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................................... 367-3910
Cruise Abaco. .................................................... 577-0148
Quality Star Car Rentals (Texaco) ...................... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals ...................................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars .................. 367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals  .......................................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  .................................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals ......................................... 367-4887
The Moorings Boat Rentals ............................. .367-4000

Green Turtle Cay
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental .................. 365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4311
Cruising Cart Rentals ........................................ 365-4065
D & P Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals ....................................... 365-4119
Kool Karts ........................................................ 365-4176
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................................ 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals ............................................ 365-4259

Guana Cay
Donna Sands Cart Rentals  ............................... 365-5195
Dive Guana Boats & Bikes ................................. 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ..................................... 365-5175

Lubbers Quarters
Cruise Abaco .............................................321-220-8796

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals.................................. 365-6502
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals ................................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ................357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................................... 366-0380
Elbow Cay Cart ................................................. 366-0530
Hope Town Cart Rentals  .................................. 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  .......................................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals .............................. 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................................ 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  ............................. 365-8749
Blue Marlin Rentals. ......................................... 365-8687
Cash’s Carts ...................................................... 365-8771
Cornish Car Rentals .......................................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................................... 365-8582
Triple J Car Rentals ........................................... 365-8761
Wendal’s Bicycle Rentals...................................365-8687

Bonefish Guides

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper

Marsh Harbour
Abaco Pizza. ................................$ .................. 367-4488
Anglers ...................................$$$ .................. 367-2158
Casiah’s.......................................$................... 367-0514
Curly Tails  ...............................$$$ .................. 367-4444
Golden Grouper .........................$$ .................. 367-2301
Island Family Rest .....................$$ .................. 367-3778
Java Coffee House .......................$ .................. 367-5523
Jamie’s Place .............................$$ .................. 367-2880
Junovia’s.....................................$$..................367-1271
Jib Room  ..................................$$ .................. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............$ .................. 367-2615
Mangoes .................................$$$ .................. 367-2366
Rum Runners.............................$$.................. 367-0171
Snack Shack  ...............................$ .................. 367-4005
Snappas ....................................$$ .................. 367-2278
Wallys  ....................................$$$ .................. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   ..............................$$$ .................. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks ................................$$ .................. 366-0247
Firefly.......................................$$$................. 366-0145        
Harbour’s Edge ......................... $$ .................. 366-0087
H T Coffee House (B & L) ..............$ .................. 366-0760
HT Inn & Marina.........................$$.................  366-0003
H T Harbour Lodge  ..................$$$ .................. 366-0095
Munchies ....................................$ .................. 366-0423
OnDa Beach ..............................$$ .................. 366-0558
Sea Spray ‡ ...............................$$ .................. 366-0065
Sugar Shack + ............................$ .................. 366-0788

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub ..................................$$ .................. 366-3503

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s .................................$$ .................. 366-3139

Man-O-War
Bradley’s on the Harbour .............$ .................. 365-6380
Dock’n Dine .................................$ .................. 365-6139
Island Treats Snack Bar ................$ .................. 365-6501

 Guana Cay
Baker’s Bay - Market Place ......$$$ .................. 612-1021
Grabbers ...................................$$ .................. 365-5133
Nippers .....................................$$  ................. 365-5143
Orchid Bay ...............................$$$ .................. 365-5175

Treasure Cay

Bahama Beach Club.................$$$...................365-8500
Coco Beach Bar & Grill. ................$ .................. 365-8470
Florence’s Cafe .............................$ ................. .365-8185
Spinnaker Restaurant  .............$$$ .................. 365-8469
Touch of Class   ........................$$$ .................. 365-8195
Treasure Sands Club ................$$$ ................. .365-9385

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House .............................$$$ .................. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro ......................$$ .................. 365-4247
Green Turtle Club  ....................$$$ .................. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill ...................$$ .................. 365-4389
Lizard Bar & Grill........................$$...................365-4191
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ..............$$ .................. 365-4625
Miss Emily’s Restaurant .............$$ .................. 365-4181
New Plymouth Inn ....................$$ .................. 365-4161
Pineapple Restaurant Bar & Grill $$ ................. 365-4039
Plymouth Rock Cafe ..................$$ .................. 365-4234
Shorties Take-a-way...................$$..................365-4342
Sundowners ..............................$$ .................. 365-4060

Sandy Point
Nancy’s......................................$$ .................. 366-4120

Emergency Services
Police - Marsh Harbour 367-3437  •      911
Police - Hope Town                                                                    366-0667 
Police - Man-O-War                                                                   365-6911
Police - Treasure Cay                                                                  365-8048
Police - Green Turtle Cay                                                          365-4550
B. Electricity Corp 367-2727,   367-2846,   367-4667
Water & Sewerage 475-1499,  475-5518  
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour 367-2000   
Fire -Hope Town    VHF Ch 16   •  Fire - Green Turtle Cay  475-1768 
Fire  - Man-O-War 365-4019
Treasure Cay Fire & Rescue 365-9111
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue......Marine VHF 16...............366-0282
Hope Town      366-0549         Marsh Harbour    367-3752  
Guana Cay       365-5178        Treasure Cay         365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine, Marsh Harbour .....................367-2295
Abaco Medi-Center.....................................................367-9999 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic ................................367-0020
Chiropractor-Dr. Lewis.................................................367-0020
Corbett Clinic, Treasure Cay  ........................................365-8288
Integrated Medical Center ..........................................367-1304
                      Emergency ...............................................458-1234
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ...................................367-0050
Government Clinic,  Marsh Harbour ...........................367-2510
Government Clinic, Cooper‘s Town .............................365-0300
Government Clinic, Green Turtle Cay ..........................365-4028
Government Clinic, Hope Town  ..................................366-0108
Government Clinic, Sandy Point .................................366-4010
Out Island Chiropractor...............................................367-2584

Abaco Marinas -  Slips -  Fuel - Phone
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ....................... 38 .........F ................365-4247
Green Turtle Club  .............. 40 .........F ................365-4271
Black Sound Marina .......... 15 ............................365-4531
Other Shore Club ............... 15 .........F ................365-4226
Abaco Yacht Service........... 10 .........F ................365-4033
Leeward Yacht Club............ 26............................365-4191

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina........ ..150......... F............... ..365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  .......... 28 .........F .................365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina ...... 192 .........F .................367-2158
Conch Inn .......................... 72. .........F.................367-4000
Harbour View Marina ........ 40 .........F  ................367-2182
Mangoes Marina ............... 29 ........... .................367-4255
Marsh Harbour Marina ...... 62 .........F .................367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina ............ 62 ............................ 366-0003
Lighthouse Marina .............. 6 .........F ................366-0154
Sea Spray .......................... 60 .........F ................366-0065

South Abaco
Schooner Bay .................... 15 .........F ................475-7626

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ........... 40 .........F ................365-0083

Guana Cay
Bakers Bay Marina .......... 158 ........... ................365-5802
Guana Hide-aways ............ 37 ........... ................365-5070 
Orchid Bay ......................... 66  ........F ................365-5175
Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ...........................367-2266
AirGate Aviation - New Smyrna Beah..................................367-1900
American Eagle - Miami  .....................................................367-2231
                                      US Reservation..............................1-800-433-7300
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud .............................367-2095
Craig Air - Jacksonville...........................................................367-3522
Island Wings - Ft. Lauderdale.....................................1-954-274-6214
Regional - Freeport...............................................................367-0446
Silver Airline - Orlando, Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ............367-3415
                                US Reservation...................................1-800-231-0856
Sky Bahamas - Nassau .........................................................367-0996 
                                 Reservation.......................................1-242-377-8993 
Western Air - Nassau  ...........................................................367-3722 

Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Abaco Air ..............................................................................367-2266
Cherokee Air Charters .........................................................367-1920

Taxi Cab Fares one or two passengers 
Extra $3 for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:   Effective Dec 08
Clinic, Downtown, Stop Light,    ........................................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore close, Ferry  ........................................$15
Spring City ........................................................................................$15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch  .............................$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ..........................................................$20
Snake Cay  ........................................................................................$35
Casuarina Point.................................................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour .............................................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .........................................................................$90
Crossing Rocks ................................................................................$105
Sandy Point  ...................................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Airport, G Turtle ferry ...................................................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$85
Fox Town  ........................................................................................$165
• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ................................................. $ 10 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern  ..........................................$10

Wait time $0.40 per minute, Hourly rate $40 per hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage $0.75 each over two, large bags $1 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective Dec 08
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ...............................................................$10
Madeira Park ....................................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ......................................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$45
Black Wood  ......................................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ...............................................................$40
Cedar Harbour  .................................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .........................................................................................$70
Mount Hope ....................................................................................  $80
Fox Town  ..........................................................................................$85
Crown Haven  ...................................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  .....................................................................$80

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ..............................................$80

Treasure Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour ................................................$85
Treasure Cay Hotel to Green Turtle Ferry ...........................................$25
Treasure Cay Hotel to Blue Hole ........................................................$30

Attractions  
Albert Lowe Museum ................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits ..Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden ....................  Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum .................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Lighthouse .......................................Hope Town
Swim Mermaid Reef off Marsh Harbour ........ Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole ...........Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry ...................... Little Harbour
Man-O-War Heritage Museum...................Man-O-War Cay
Man-O-War Boatyards .............................. Man-O-War Cay
Hole-in- Wall lighthouse -very rough road......South Abaco
Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need guide...North Abaco  
Blackwood blue hole & sisal mill......................North Abaco
Abaco wild horses by appointment..................... 367-4805 
Bird watching - ask tourism.................................367-3067

Beaches
Pocket
Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour

Miles of beach (most exposed to ocean) 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more

www.theabaconian.com

Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour>Hope Town 7:15am 9:00am 10:30am  12:15pm 2:00pm  4:00pm 5:45pm      
  Return: 8:00 am 9:45am 11:30am 1:30pm 3:00pm 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:30pm
Marsh Harbour>Man-O-War   10:30am   12:15pm 2:30pm*   4:00pm   5:45pm
 Return: 8:00am 11:30am 1:30pm 3:15pm* 5:00pm  
Marsh H.>Guana Cay/Scotland cay From Conch Inn 
                   (6:45am - Union Jack Dock) 10:30am  1:30pm  3:30pm 5:45pm
 Return: 8 am 11:30am 2:30pm 4:45pm 6:30pm         
Fare  • Adult prepaid one way $17 / open return $27,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free (Phone after hours 359-6861) 
Note: During the month of August through December there are some adjustments made to the schedule. You are 
advised to contact the office for the changes. 

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128  • VHF Ch 16 •  Ten minute ride
T Cay Airport>Green T Cay 8:30am 10:30am 11:30am 1:30pm 2:30pm 3:30pm 4:30pm*  5:00pm
  Return: 8am 9am 11am 12:15pm 1:30pm 3:00pm 4:30pm* * 
* Note: 4:30 pm trip to GTC not on Sundays                                     ** Note: 4:30 pm trip will be made from New Plymouth only
New Plymouth :One way adult $12 (Children $7) • Round trip $17 (Children $10) • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749 or 375-8123   VHF Ch 16 Charters Available
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday departs 11:00am & returns 3:30 p.m. $50 Round Trip
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Saturday departs 9:30 am,  $60 Round Trip

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah.  Daily       7:00 am    &     2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return  Daily                       8:30 am    &     4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries  Summer Schedule only (April to Dec)
Sandy Point & Nassau Every Friday & Sunday, except holidays,  under 4 hours. Call 225-3376 or 366-4119  
Call for rates.   
The Great Abaco Express  Eco & Historical bus tours • Call 367-2165 or 559-9160

* Not on 
Sundays

or holidays

Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 30 minutes

Marsh Harbour cont...
Terrance Davis ..........375-8550
Buddy Pinder ............366-2163
Justin Sands .............359-6890
Danny Sawyer ..........367-3577
Jay Sawyer ...............367-3941

North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ...477-5037
Alexander Rolle ........365-0120
Edward Rolle ............365-0024
Pedro Thurston .........365-2405

Sandy Point
Valantino Adderley ....366-4323
Anthony Bain ............366-4107
Rickmon’s.........366-4139/4477
Pete’s Guest House...366-4119
Patrick Roberts..........366-4285

Treasure Cay
Capt. Joe Pritchard ...559-9117
Carey McKenzie.........365-8313

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury ............... 366-3058

Cherokee 
Donnie Lowe................366-2275
Maxwell Sawyer............366-3058
Marty Sawyer ............ ..366-2115
Randy Sawyer ............ 366-2284
Will Sawyer ................. 366-2177

Crossing Rocks
Tony Russell ............... 366-3259

Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer ................ 365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer ........... 357-6667

Hope Town
Maitland Lowe ............ 366-0234
Tom Albury .................. 366-3141

Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ................375-8068
Sidney Albury............... 477-5996
Richard Albury ............577-0313

Dental Services
Agape Family Dental, Marsh Harbour..........................367-4355
Abaco Dental Asso......................................................367-0164
Diamante Dental, Marsh Harbour................................367-4968
Man O War Dental Clinic..............................................365-6508

Pharmacy
Abaco Island Pharmacy, Marsh Harbour......................367-2544
Chemist shoppe, Marsh Harbour.................................367-3106

Veterinary
Caribbean Veterinary Centre, Marsh Harbour..............367-3551
Island Veterinary Clinic, Marsh Harbour......................367-0062

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Bring errors & revisions to our attention
Revised  July 2013

All phones use area code 242 unless noted

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour.. .......... . . . . 3 6 7 - 2 9 3 6
Abaco Neem • Marsh Harbour ..................... . . . . 3 6 7 - 4 1 1 7
Abaco’s Nature Adventure ........................... . . . . 5 7 7 - 0 0 0 4
Adventure on Prozac - T Cay ........................ . . . . 3 6 5 - 8 7 4 9
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay .................. . . . . 3 6 5 - 4 4 1 1
C & C Charters • Treasure Cay ....................... . . . . 3 6 5 - 8 5 0 6
Dive Abaco Since 1978 • Marsh Harbour ...... . . . . 3 6 7 - 2 7 8 7
Excursion boat, Froggies • Hope Town ......... . . . . 3 6 6 - 0 0 2 4

Charter Fishing Boats
Lucky Strike - Hope Town.............................366-0101
Sea Gull - Hope Town.................................366-0266
A Salt Weapon - Hope Town........................366-0245
Down Deep...................................................366-3143
Local Boy......................................................366-0528 
Back Breaker................................................365-5140

Marsh Harbour:       
Abaco B each Resor t         
Snappas  Gr i l l  &  Chi l l      
Cur lytai ls                         
Mangoes  Restaurant        
Hope Town:                     
Abaco Inn
Cap’n  Jacks
H.T.  Harbour  Lodge
S ea Spray

Wi-Fi Hotspots
Green Turle Cay:  
S undowners       
McIntosh Restaurant     
Jo l ly  Roger  B ar  & Bistro                     
Leeward Yacht  Club
Bluff  House       
Guana Cay:                   
Guana Grabbers
Nipper ’s  B ar  & Gr i l l
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