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More fishing tournaments reel in the big ones

Sandy Point Homecoming 
celebrates community’s culture

Fundraiser held in Cherokee 

By Lee Pinder
Although rain had been coming down 

for two weeks prior to the big day, the sun 
came out and it was a near perfect out-
ing for the third major fundraiser held for 
the work being done on Epworth Chapel 
in Cherokee Sound on Saturday, June 8.  
Like most local events, the people came 
out to support this most worthy community 
project.  

People came to donate items, brought 
food to sell and came to volunteer their 
help, but they also came to visit with 
friends and family.  Some people were 

skeptical and lamented that times were 
tough, people were short on cash and many 
were without work. Fortunately, the pessi-
mists were proven wrong that day. The op-
timists cited the fact that money collected 
was going to restoring a local landmark, 
easing open many more wallets that would 
have otherwise remained closed. 

At the close of the weekend, at a 
special church service held in the Commu-
nity Center across the street from the old 
church, Hartis Pinder based his sermon on 

Above: Family and friends gather under the shade of a tree during the Cherokee Chapel 
Fundraiser on June 8. Food and games kept the crowd entertained.

Please see Cherokee        Page 2

Above: Some friends hang out along Sandy Point’s beach during Homecoming held over 
Labour Day weekend. For more on the story see page 2.

Above: A 727 Pound Blue Marlin was caught aboard the sports fishing yacht Flight Plan during the inaugural Abaco Beach Resort 
Blue Marlin Invitational fishing tournament. Above the captain and crew along with angler Joe Ferro (kneeling on the left) of Flight 
Plan pose with their catch – the largest marlin of the tournament. For more fishing news see page 10.

Late May and Early June saw another 
round of fishing tournaments bring avid 
anglers to Abaco’s waters. The Bahamas 
Billfish Championship, which is celebrat-
ing forty years, closed its Treasure Cay 
Leg with “Cowpoke” capturing the win. 
The Custom Shootout, which is a major 
charity event as well as a billfish tourna-
ment, saw “Reel Pushy” reel in the most 
points. Back in Treasure Cay, which is 
celebrating 30 years, Southern Comfort re-
leased what was needed to take it all for the 
Treasure Cay Billfish Tournament. Final-
ly, the inaugural Abaco Beach Blue Marlin 
Invitational awarded $550,000 in total to 
its winning contestants.

Beyond the actual fishing, many 
of these tournaments had accompanying 
events that entertained on lay days, and 
kept the non-fishing partners occupied. 

Country music star, Colton James, 
performed for the BBC’s Treasure Cay 
leg, and will do the same during the BBC’s 
Marsh Harbour Leg. For the Treasure Cay 
Billfish Tournament, international sandcas-
tle building phenomenon, Victor Leong, 
spent two days constructing an enormous 
castle using the pristine sand of Treasure 
Cay Beach.

As summer heats up, and Abaco 
Regatta season begins, many retail store 
owners, restaurants, marinas and groceries 
bid farewell for the year to the important, 
and fun, industry of billfish tournaments in 
Abaco.
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South Abaco
Sandy Point celebrates 
Labour Day Weekend

Nehemiah 4:6 remarking that “the people 
had a mind to work” and re-build the wall 
around Jerusalem.  He compared them to 
Cherokee people that despite struggles, the 
people were not letting anything stand in 
their way and are determined to keep the 
old landmark.

As noted in a recent article, Epworth 
Methodist Chapel was first built in 1816 
and has survived numerous hurricanes. 
However, it is still the people and not the 
building that sustains the community.

Restoration began on the old building 
on April 23, 2013 and all church meetings 
and functions have moved across the street 
to the Wm. W. Sands Community Center. 

This church is still a beautiful Sanctu-
ary, but the ravages of time and weather 
have taken their toll.  The building is suf-
fering from rotting wood in the ceiling and 
many deep cracks in the walls from the dis-
integration of the limestone.  The problems 
have become worse with the passing years 
and it is apparent that repairs cannot wait 
any longer.  

However, professional help was 
needed to assess the scope of the project.  
These reports have been received and the 
repairs have begun.  This will be a major 
undertaking and the work will take time 
and money to complete.

Rev. Marie Neilly, Resident Minis-
ter for the Eastern Abaco Region of the 
BCMC and Michael Knowles, Chairman 
of the Church Board at Epworth Chapel, 
along with the Chairman of the Fund Rais-
ing Committee, Captain Michael Bethel, 
whose family have been members of the 
church for many generations, as well as 

Cherokee                From Page  1
Epworth’s many members will be putting 
all their efforts into completing this proj-
ect.   It may be necessary to have further 
fund raisers.

Few communities on Abaco have the 
turnout for Fund Raisers like Cherokee.  
The people know when they come to a 
Cherokee function they are going to enjoy 
the day.  Organized by Michael and Maria 
Bethel, together with a hard working com-
mittee, the June 8 Fund Raiser had a most 
successful auction, some new games and 
some unique and enjoyable entertainment, 
which everyone enjoyed.

Above: “Hit-the-rat” was a popular game 
for the children. Here a young girl hands 
the rat, which bobs in and out of the pipe, 
back to the game-master.

On June 7 through June 9, Sandy 
Point welcomed partiers and those look-
ing for good Bahamian meals and enter-
tainment. The Sandy Point Homecoming, 
billed as a “Weekend full of family fun in 
the sun.” Of course, the party carried over 
well past sunset as well.

On Saturday, June 8, the atmosphere 
was festive. DJs played hit after hit while 
Sandy Point locals and visitors from the 
rest of Abaco, and further, crisscrossed 
between the food stalls, drink booths and 

Nancy’s Seafood Restaurant. As the sun 
beat down, it was only a short walk to the 
water’s edge to cool down.

Classic Bahamian dishes were served 
to the hungry crowd. Many washed it 
down with Kalik beer, which was offered 
on special.

Children repeatedly jumped from the 
dock and played on the beach as the older 
crowd met up with friends and made new 
ones under the bright, Abaco sun. 

Above: a floating platform proved to be a popular amenity for the youth to jump and 
swim off of.
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FURNITURE
PLUS

 By Canishka Alexander
On May 22, Marvin Russell of the 

Bahamas National Trust (BNT) delivered 
a presentation at Friends of the Environ-
ment on the extraordinary amount of illegal 
dumping that takes place on Abaco.

High school students from Mary-
land’s Oldfields School, a college prepara-
tory boarding and day school for girls in 
grades six through 12, were in attendance. 
Russell showed a series of, “garbage post-
ers,” that left them visibly shocked to see 
garbage overflowing in such an unexpected 
place – the forest.

What should have been a pristine en-
vironment near the community of Spring 
City was littered with discarded build-
ing supplies, derelict vehicles, furniture, 
household appliances and clothing. Even 
more bizarre was the huge amount of 
Heineken beer bottles dumped near the 
road to Camp Abaco.

After the presentation, the female stu-
dents were taken on a field trip and clean-
up exercise they got a close up view of the 
unsightly environmental state of our island.

 “The clean-up was a real eye-opener; 
they collected three loads of trash in 30 to 
40 minutes,” FRIENDS Executive Direc-
tor Kristin Williams revealed.

The group visited Abaco for two 
weeks, and spent their first week in Marsh 
Harbour, visited Abaco’s blue holes, and 
travelled to Green Turtle Cay. They met 
with Ashley Newell, who taught them how 
to create seaglass jewelry, which she uses 
to raise funds for the Humane Society. 

In their final week, the girls were af-
forded a sailing expedition aboard a cata-
maran, and a fun day at Mermaid Reef. 
As alumni of Oldsfield College, Williams, 
Cindy Newell and Victoria Albury spon-
sored the trip for the students and two 
chaperones.

After seeing the amount of trash at the 
entrance of the Marsh Harbour Landfill, 
Williams said that at a recent FRIENDS 
meeting, Minister of the Environment and 
Housing Kenred Dorsett was confounded 
by what he saw on his visit, and he em-
phasized that something has to be done im-
mediately.

Williams agreed that we all have to 
come up with a solution, and stated that 
the girls did suggest putting incentive pro-
grams in place for recycling, or simply 
keeping the public dump open on Sundays.

“People need to understand why con-
servation is so important,” Williams said. 
“I am discouraged by the lack of pride.”

Central & All Abaco
BNT, FRIENDS alarmed by extent 

of illegal dumping on Abaco

By Timothy Roberts
Officials at the Department of Ma-

rine Resources (DMR) have undertaken 
a consultation exercise with a number of 
key stakeholders in an effort to overhaul 
and modernize the country's Fisheries Act 
which came into force back in 1977.

The consultation process is part of 
the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific 
Group of states) Fish II Programme, which 
is four-and-a-half-year initiative that's be-
ing financed by the European Development 
Fund. It's designed to improve fisheries 
management in ACP countries and ensure 
that fisheries resources under the jurisdic-
tion of these countries are exploited in a 
sustainable manner.

The DMR held a series of meetings 
in South, Central and North Abaco to get 
input from fisherman and other stakehold-
ers on what they want to see in a modern-
ized Fisheries Act. Chris Hedley, a legal 
consultant on the project, told fisherman 
that they come to them with a blank page 
and will make laws based on the input re-
ceived.

The purpose according to Mr. Hedley 
is to improve the capabilities of the Fisher-
ies administration to manage and regulate 
their fisheries. 

He said after the consultations are 
finished there will be a draft Fisheries Act 
presented to Cabinet to review and possi-
bly amend after which a final draft will be 
made and then they will hold a National 
Validation workshop. The Act will then go 
to the House of Assembly for a vote to be 
passed into law.

Stakeholders at the meeting voiced 
their thoughts on a variety of issues facing 
fishermen including restricting commercial 
fishing to Bahamians only and meting out 
heavier penalties on foreign vessels caught 
fishing illegally in Bahamian waters.

They also called for stricter enforce-
ment of crawfishing out of season. It was 
suggested that crawfish be a seasonal item 
only and restaurants be restricted from 
selling it on their menu during the closed 
season.

They further discussed the possibility 
of deputizing some fisherman to assist with 
enforcement on a daily basis as the DMR 
has limited resources and rely on the Royal 
Bahamas Defense Force to assist in keep-
ing fisheries laws at sea.

It is expected that National Consulta-
tion will take place after drafting the new 
act sometime in September and stakehold-
ers will be met with again.

Officials consult on new Fisheries Act

Above: Legal Consultant with the ACPII program funded by European Development 
Fund, Chris Hadley speaks with Abaco fishermen concerning updates to the Fisheries Act 
and listens to their thoughts and concerns.
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White Sound, Elbow Cay

FULL SERVICE MARINA
• 60 Deepwater Slips  • Fuel/ Oil/ Bait/ Ice

• Fresh Water  • Garbonzo Reef Bar

WATERFRONT VILLAS
• One, two & three bedroom units 

• On the ocean & harbour  •  Full kitchen/air cond/sat TV
For local transporation to Sea Spray call VHF 16 or 366-0065

email : info@seasprayresort.com 
www.seasprayresort.com

Bahamian Breakfast - Sat. & Sun.

Enjoy a delicious dinner with us
Sea Spray will pick up from Hope Town

Happy Hour Daily 5 pm - 6 pm

Open Year Round

Come lounge at The Helm, our indoor bar

Boat House Restaurant

Tuesday Night BBQ Buffet
 ALL YOU CAN EAT $20.00 per person

LIVE MUSIC by: Clint Sawyer 
Join in the limbo with Desmond Cartwright

Every Tuesday 6:30 pm - 9 pm 

Starting

April 9th

Central & All Abaco

By Timothy Roberts
As road reconstruction continues at 

the airport roundabout in Marsh Harbour 
concerns are already being expressed about 
the quality of the work being done. 

By June 11 the old tar surface had 
been completely removed from around the 
roundabout and repaving is yet to com-
mence. 

During his visit to Abaco on May 27 
Philip Brave Davis, Deputy Prime Minister 

Round-about reconstruction 
raises concerns

and Minister of Works and Urban Renewal 
said that he was aware of the complaints 
but had received reports from his engineers 
that the quality of work was “satisfactory”. 
He said the original contract called for 
sand seal which has now been corrected to 
asphalt. 

Meanwhile Abaconians continue to 
be frustrated by what is considered, by 
most, as poor quality workmanship and a 
waste of tax-payer’s dollars. 

Above: work has commenced at the Marsh Harbour Airport Round-about. The old tar 
surface has been completely removed in preparation for repaving. Despite complaints 
from the public regarding the quality of work by Simmons Construction, Deputy Prime 
Minister Philip Davis said during a recent visit to Abaco that the work being done was, 
“Satisfactory.”

Dr. David Allen 
addresses Abaco 

participants on violence 

By Canishka Alexander
In collaboration with Kathleen 

Knowles of Heal Our Land Family Cri-
sis Center, prominent Bahamian psychia-
trist Dr. David Allen facilitated a session 
on May 24 at the Christian Counselling 
Center. The purpose of the meeting was 
to assist counsellors with solving family 
conflicts and problems effectively.

Because of the increase in violence 
and crimes in Nassau, Dr. Allen urged 
participants to place a wall around Abaco 
in order to save our island before it is too 
late. To better explain how violence is de-
veloped, he took them through a step-by-
step explanation on the violence process. 
Hurt, he said, is the foundation of vio-
lence, and in many instances it stems from 
a person’s childhood.

“Love doesn’t come and shame 
comes, so then they develop a shame-de-
fensive self,” he elaborated. “Hurt causes 
love to cross over to shame.”

Dr. Allen said that hurting people 
protect themselves by becoming self-
absorbed, and also develop traits of self-
gratification, self-appeasement and con-
trol. This barrier only holds up for so long 
before destructive rage breaks through 
their temporary defense. When the person 
crosses over to a state of murderous rage 
where masochistic and sadistic behaviours 
reside, they are now in an area called the 
violent destructive tunnel.

Dr. Allen emphasized why it is so im-
portant to stop people before they enter the 
tunnel particularly because anger has often 
been described as a portal to evil. Many 
times God has intervened in these types of 

situations, and He always comes to warn 
us, to encourage us and to love us.

Subsequently, Dr. Allen introduced a 
young man to the group, who shared his 
family ties and association with gang mem-
bers, and about the ups and downs he and 
his family went through during that time 
in his life.

Because of gang affiliation, and all 
that is taking place in The Bahamas, the 
term “black holocaust” is more frequently 
mentioned. Black holocaust refers to the 
significant amount of black men who are 
either being murdered, imprisoned or who 
are unemployed.

Still, there still remains a way to 
combat crime, and sometimes it takes the 
most basic tools to address it. Dr. Allen re-
minded Pastor David Cartwright about the 
children’s meetings he used to hold, and 
the good they did in the lives of children. 
All agreed that two main ingredients that 
are missing in our homes are fathers, and 
quite simply, love.

The question was then asked: “How 
could we be so cruel to the people we 
should love the most?”

In reference to his handout on “Fac-
ing the Giants Of Our Life,” Dr. Allen 
later talked about the anointing of David 
in his own backyard, yet he was willing to 
be a servant. When David faced Goliath he 
was afraid, but then he was able to recall 
earlier victories. Because he was able to 
overcome the smaller challenges in his life, 
he was assured that with God on his side, 
he would be able to conquer anything.

The sessions are planned for every 
third or fourth week of each month. Dr. 
David Allen’s next visit to the Christian 
Counselling Center is scheduled for June 
21. 
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Business
Bahamas Fly Fishing 
Industry Association 
important to Abaco

By Jennifer Hudson
The Bahamas Fly Fishing Industry 

Association (BFFIA) is a nationwide orga-
nization of stakeholders in the fly fishing 
industry. It encompasses a wide reaching 
range of members such as fishing guides, 
lodges, trade organizations, conservation 
groups, anglers, fishing enthusiasts, second 
home owners and visitors and is incorpo-
rated as a non-profit organization.

The BFFIA was started to establish 
solidarity among all stakeholders. Its goals 
are:
• to provide advocacy and strong lobby,
• to influence favourable public policy
• to facilitate training and research
• to promote conservation and efficiency 
and best practices in fish handling.

A steering committee of approxi-
mately 10 members from all over the Ba-
hamas was appointed at a general fishing 
meeting. This committee has worked to put 
the organization together and incorporate 
a membership drive. It is now set for its 
first annual general meeting in Nassau on 
July 19 at which time members will vote on 
board members and officers and decide on 
an agenda of the most imminent concerns.

The board will start working with 
government and other concerned parties to 
find solutions to various challenges such as 
fishing regulation changes, marketing of fly 

fishing to include the Ministry of Tourism 
and all islands of The Bahamas and to cre-
ate progress with conservation efforts and 
research.

The mission of the BFFIA it is to fur-
ther the interest of all stakeholders in the 
Bahamas fly fishing sector through solidar-
ity, advocacy, scholarship and strategic 
marketing and to serve as a representative 
voice of the industry through its members.

The organization has a full-time ex-
ecutive director in Nassau, Benjamin Pratt, 
who oversees committees and the day-to-
day business of the organization. He also 
ensures that the work of the board is ac-
complished.

Anyone involved in the fly fishing in-
dustry is encouraged to become a member 
by filling out an application form and pay-
ing a $25 fee. Information and forms may 
be found online at www.bffia.com or from 
any of the following:

Department of Marine Resources, 
2nd. floor Government Complex, Marsh 
Harbour.

Mr. David Knowles, Bahamas Na-
tional Trust, Marsh Harbour Office.

Mrs. Kristin Williams, Friends of the 
Environment.

Mr. Leon Pinder, Department of Ma-
rine Resources, North Abaco, Cooper’s 
Town.

Mrs. Cindy Pinder, Auskell Medical 
Rehabilitation Centre, Marsh Harbour or 
Casuarina Point, South Abaco.

After purchasing raffle tickets at Scotia 
Bank in Marsh Harbour, local Charlie 
Cash won a new Ford F-150 truck. The 
truck was the first place prize on a raffle 
for the 60th National Family Island Regat-
ta Jubilee Anniversary held on the week-
end of April 26 - 27, 2013.

Above: Danny Strachan - Chairman & 
Commodore of the National Family Island 
Regatta Committee, Petherina Hanna - 
Manager of the local office of the Ministry 
of Tourism, William Cash, Marty Cash, 
Tami Cash, Charlie Cash, Krivoy Smith - 
Assistant Treasurer of the National Family 
Island Regatta, Ken McPhee - Chairman 
of the local Regatta Committee and Eula 
Morley - Treasurer of the National Family 
Island Regatta Committee. 

Local wins Regatta 
truck raffle

Pretty Things
By Samantha V. Evans

Jasmine Curry’s Pretty Things has 
been operational for a few months now, 
and she is very proud to be able to help 
beautify the ladies of Abaco. She spe-
cializes in fashion wear such as clutches, 
belts, tops, jewelry, and outfits. 

She decided to get into this industry 
because she loves fashion and shopping. 
She enjoys keeping up with the latest fash-
ion and helping people look their best. Jas-
mine is a business woman who studied the 
area she now makes a living from. 

She plans to add swimsuits and hand-
bags to her inventory for her summer 
stock. She is located in Central Pines, but 
also makes house calls. She can be reached 
by calling 551-7485 or on Facebook/Pret-
tyThingsAbaco.  

Fountain a la Jay
By Vernique Russell

Water fountains, bird fountains, 
pools and landscaping are among the ser-
vices provided by Fountain a la Jay. Foun-
tain a la Jay is a new business offering its 
clients the best in design and service. With 
more than 25 years in the industry, Jay 
Duckworth is expanding his services to the 
Abacos. 

He has worked in the field in other 
areas of The Bahamas, as well as the U.S. 

Entrepreneur Watch

Please see Entrepreneur Page  18
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Just so we’re clear, no one has 
forgotten about the last edition’s issues: 
the roadwork and airport. But I had an 
enjoyable weekend, thanks in no small 
part to the Labour Day Holiday, so I’d 
rather not dig that up again right away. 
On the weekends I enjoy exploring 
our island. Hiking, kayaking, driving 
somewhere new, etc. I also like explor-
ing our island’s culture. Small island? 
Not when you take it all in.

I got to enjoy several awards ban-
quets for the billfish tournaments that 
ended in Treasure Cay and Marsh Har-
bour. Always fun. Always eye opening 
how much these anglers spend in our 
communities. The industries that built 
up to serve these events and lifestyles 
in Treasure Cay and Marsh Harbour 
pushed Abaco to be what it is today.

Later in the weekend it was my 
privilege to join in two important com-
munity events. Cherokee was hold-
ing its fundraiser for the Methodist 
Church, a real piece of Abaco’s his-
tory, and Sandy Point had their Home-
coming event. Both enjoyable.

Both the Cherokee Fundraiser and 
the Sandy Point Homecoming really 
drove home the point about community 
awareness and the importance of giv-
ing back. Obviously the Cherokee fair 

was positioned as a fundraiser so giv-
ing back was the focus. But the Sandy 
Point event could not have happened if 
there weren’t community leaders who 
gave their time and money to make 
sure it was truly “a weekend of family 
fun in the sun.”

Without giving back, neither of 
these events could be successful. With-
out you giving back, your community 
can’t be successful.

With all the high school gradua-
tions happening in June it always re-
minds me how woefully inadequate the 
infrastructure is to shape the newly re-
leased young minds. Yes, many will go 
to college or training school, but even 
they need to know that those of us here 
are contributing in some way. Other-
wise why would they come back?

There are so many civic orga-
nizations on this island that none of 
us should have an excuse. Of course 
I’m not one who should be preaching. 
Many a weekend slip by without me 
making any meaningful advance for 
our island’s community. 

Of course you can’t spend every 
day organizing a trash pickup. But you 
can go to one more beach cleanup and 
one less beach party a year.

Speaking of beach parties, the Re-
gatta is right around the corner. A per-
fect time to demonstrate to our guests 
and our children how to be respectful 
and clean, but also that we can still em-
brace our Bahamian culture and have a 
little fun.

In closing, just because our roads 
are being poorly built and maintained 
doesn’t mean we should let the rest of 
our society fall into similar disrepair. 

Write to the Editor: 
BradleyAlbury

@gmail.com

Community Calender
•June 17: URCA Community Meeting

•June 18: ACHS Graduation 

•June 20: Goombay @ Sea Spray - D-Mack

•June 20: Friends of the Environment Field Courses start

•June 21 - June 22: Softball @ Murphy Town Park

•June 21 - June 22: Green turtle Lionfish Derby

•June 22: Cracker P’s Full Moon Party

•June 24: Campbell’s Shipping Summer Maritime Camp starts

•June 24 - July 5: Camp Horizons Teen Talent Boot Camp

•June 27: Urban Renewal Community Meeting @ CAPS 7pm

•June 28 - June 29: Softball @ Murphy Town Park

•June 29: Rocking with Friends @ Abaco Inn

•June 29: Rotary Club of Abaco Changeover Dinner @ Sea 

Spray Resort

•June 29: Mother-Daughter Tea Party at Treasure Cay Beach

•July 3: Fiddle Cay Cheeseburger Party (Stranded Naked)

•July 4 Goombay @ Sea Spray - Spank Band

•July 4: Regatta Race 1 - Green Turtle

•July 5 Regatta Lay Day Party at Coco Beach Bar

•July 6: Regatta Race 2 - Treasure to Guana

•July 8 Regatta Race 3 - Guana to Marsh Harbour

•July 8: Pre-Independence Regatta Party @ Crossing Beach

•July 9 Regatta Race 4 - Marsh Harbour to Hope Town

•July 10: Independence Day

•July 10: Regatta Lay Day Party at Lubbers Landing

•July 11: Regatta Race 5 - Hope Town (Awards at Sea Spray)

•July 18: Goombay @ Sea Spray - KB
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Letters to the Editor
A Thanks to the Police

Dear Editor:
On Thursday, 30 of May my boat, 

a Bertram 31’, was stolen from Mangoes 
Marina.

The boat was taken at night and no-
body on the Marina was aware of it being 
stolen.  It was a professional job! (Logi-
cally we have put security cameras since 
then.)

I reported the loss to the police in 
Marsh Harbour.

The police had identified the theft at 
about 7:00 near Fox Town. It was on the 
rocks and the thieves were transporting 
Haitians.

With all the criticism of the Police 
around, I wanted to thank and congratulate 
the police.

I specifically want to thank: 
SGT Johnson of Marsh Harbour
Inspector Delancy
SGT1785 Williams
PC 3302 Kellman
CPL Sullivan of Fox Town

Thank you, 
Jimmy Vaugn

What Really Grinds My 
Gears: Abaco Drivers

Dear Editor:
First things first, we have some ter-

rible drivers here on Abaco. The things 
some people do are inexcusable and ridicu-
lous. People need to learn to follow road 
rules and pay attention to what’s going on 
around them. Certain people around here 
have no courtesy or respect for other driv-

ers. No names need to be called or fingers 
need to be pointed, you know who you are!

The main thing that Really Grinds 
My Gears are the drivers at the four-way 
crossing by D’n’R Sports Bar and the BEC 
Main Office. The drivers here amaze and 
bewilder me at the same time. 

Oh Lord, the things they do…….
This is the process that gets my 

“Gears Grinding” every time it happens, 
and it has happened to me more than a 
couple of times. Some drivers coming so 
close to hitting me I would swear they took 
the clear coat right off the side of my car.  

So here is how it goes…Good Ole’ 
Abaco drivers are waiting at the four way 
for their turn to get on the main highway of 
Don Mackay Blvd. to head to school or to 
cross on over to Cove Estates (Government 
Subdivision as some may call) to head out 
of town, over the big hill, towards Trea-
sure Cay…..but wait! What’s this?! You 
notice people can’t cross over to the Cove 
Estates area because some ‘Abaco Driver’ 
has pulled across both lanes, to and from, 
the Cove Estates area, hoping that they can 
speed out in front of everyone to get onto 
Don MacKay Blvd.

How in the world do you people get 
your licenses?  Are you completely oblivi-
ous that there is a second lane on that side 
of the road, or does it all just look like one 
lane to you? Is there some kind of invis-
ible wall there that blocks your view of 
the people directly across from you, who 
need to enter the Cove Estates area? Do 
you know that it is the person’s right away 
and NOT yours? (Yes, this is the person 
directly across from you.) I just don’t un-
derstand it! NO courtesy and NO knowl-
edge of the road.

Do you know that if either of you 
who pull out from the Cove Estates area 
(these are the drivers who are blocking 
BOTH lanes) and you hit someone trying 
to crossover into the Cove Estates area, it 
is your fault and you will be paying the 
damages? I guess this hasn’t registered as 
of yet cuz’ if it did you wouldn’t be doing 
it, right?  

That lovely, NEVER been lit, stop-
light that is constantly NOT helping traf-
fic everyday by K&S Gas Station Corner, 
needs to be relocated and brought up to a 
four-way that really needs it. If something 
is not done soon to help control the traffic 
at this four-way someone is going to get 
seriously hurt. It is just so frustrating and 
really “Grinds My Gears”

The next topic of this edition of ‘What 
Really Grinds My Gears: Abaco Drivers’ 
are those biggety, disrespectful, “we own 
the road” people. You pull off to the side 
of the road and start talking up with your 
friends. Do you realize you have a whole 
line of Traffic blocked behind you, Abaco 
roads are only two lanes people. Come on! 
Think! 

Do you know that there are other 
ways you can communicate, what do we 
have technology for? Who do you think you 
are….Seriously? You don’t own the Road! 
People have places to go and things to do. 
And the best part about this whole situa-
tion is when the persons who are pulled off 
yapping and chatting get yelled at by some 
angry driver who is having to wait behind 
you or some angry driver honks their horn 
at them. Then they want to cry, carry on 
and cuss at people! Guess what, you can 
cuss and carry on all you want…just get the 
HECK off the road!

My last topic for this edition of “What 
Really Grinds My Gears: Abaco Drivers” 
is the fact that people don’t know what turn 
signals are…..I’m convinced! Abaconians 
tend to do this more than anything and this 
is one of the main things that cause acci-
dents. 

TURN SIGNALS PEOPLE! USE 
YOUR TURN SIGNALS! 

They were put in your car for a rea-
son, there not there just so you can hear the 
clicking sound when you turn them on or 
for people to see a pretty red flashing light 
that has absolutely NO meaning.

The best joke about turn signals 
around here is people who know how they 
turn on but don’t know when to use them. 
Why is it that people wait til’ they are like 
a foot away from the road they want to turn 
on and hurry and flick on the signals? What 
sense does this make? Before anyone could 
see them, you were already turning onto 
the road you were supposed to go on and 
they flick right back off.

The one good thing is, at least you 
know where the switch is to at least turn 
them on, with a little more practice you 
might actually flick them on 5 feet before 
you reach the road to which you want to 
turn. This may actually give people a heads 
up!

Here’s a funny situation that hap-
pened to me last year:

I was driving down the road, head-
ing to work, listening to my radio as usual, 
when I see this dude up in front of me try-
ing to hail some gal over on the OPPO-
SITE side of the road in which we were 
driving. Something told me to keep an eye 

Please see Letters          Page  17



Page 10     Section A       The Abaconian   June 15, 2013

Abaco Hardware

DON’T GET CAUGHT
IN THE DARK

FISHING•SNORKELING
DIVING•SWIMMING

Gone Fishing
Southern Comfort takes 

first in 30th TCBT

Press Release
It was a race to the finish for Southern 

Comfort, who captured top honors at the 
30th Annual Treasure Cay Billfish Tourna-
ment (TCBT), June 2-7 at Treasure Cay 
Beach, Marina & Golf Resort, Abaco, Ba-
hamas. Owned by Peter Angel, Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL, Southern Comfort clinched 
First Place on the last day of fishing when 
they released their fourth blue marlin, 
bumping Domarlo, owned by Doug Mac-
donald, West Palm Beach, FL to second 
place. Southern Comfort earned Top Team 
and Top Release Team, releasing a blue 
marlin on each of the four fishing days. 
Peter Angel released two blues to win the 
Top Angler trophy.

 Domarlo claimed the Ultra Champ 
award for most points earned by prior 
TCBT winners. The team celebrated a 
Grand Slam on the first day of the tour-
nament, with a blue marlin and sailfish 
double-header, followed by a white marlin 
release. Their honors included Top Dol-

Above: Southern Comfort takes first place. Luis Berraras, Lighthouse Point, FL; Peter 
Angel, Ft. Lauderdale, FL; Wilson Delva, Treasure Cay, Bahamas; Jon Wolff, Boca Ra-
ton, FL and Mitch Dinnerman, Boca Raton, FL. Photo credit Paula Fishman

phin for a 29.7 lb. fish plus Top Lady and 
Second Place Angler awarded to Heather 
Macdonald.

 Big T's Too owned by Bob Wol-
sey, Sarasota, FL dashed from zero to 800 
points on the last day of fishing with a blue 
and white marlin release to snag Third 
Place.

 Top Junior Angler went to fourteen-
year-old Mason Daughterty, Auburn, OH 
on Pandemonium, owned by Kim Kuhnle, 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas.

 Kilowett, owned by Eddie and Lisa 
Flack, Ft. Lauderdale, FL caught the first 
blue marlin of the tournament, earning 
Third Place Angler for Lisa Flack.

 A total of fourteen billfish were re-
leased during the four days of fishing by 
eight competitors.

 For the lay day Kettle O'Fish tourna-
ment Big T's Too took First Place Bottom 
Fish Division with twenty snapper. Pande-
monium took First Place Lionfish Division 
with seventy fish. Social events included 
crab races and a lay day dock party with 
delicious dishes prepared by the anglers. 
To commemorate the tournament's 30th 

Anniversary, an incredible sandcastle was 
sculpted and lighted on the lay day by Vic-
tor Leong.             

Known as the best tournament value 
in the Bahamas, the TCBT is a modified 

release tournament with four days of fish-
ing, parties, dinners and fun competitions. 
Proceeds from the tournament were do-

Please see TCBT                Page  16
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STANDARD HARDWARE
Lumber & Plumbing Supplies

Queen Elizabeth Dr. • Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Ph: 367-2660 • 367-2811 • 367-2820 • Fax: 367-2645
email: standardhardware@netbusiness.com

Make Father’s Day

Special!

Happy Father’s Day!

nated to the Treasure Cay Primary School. 
The winner of the TCBT received an in-
vitation to fish the IGFA Offshore World 
Championship. Sponsors included Rubis 
Bahamas, Ltd, Silver Airways and Trea-
sure Cay Beach, Marina and Golf Resort. 
Co-sponsor/official weather provider was 
Weather Routing, Inc.

TCBT information, scoring, pho-
tos and the tournament magazine can be 
viewed at www.treasurecay.com and on 
the Treasure Cay Hotel Resort & Marina 
Facebook fan page, www.facebook.com/
treasurecayresort. 

Treasure Cay Beach Marina & Golf 
Resort offers 78 harbour side hotel rooms, 
including one, two or three bedroom suites, 
a 150-slip marina, a 3½-mile powdery 
white sand beach, an 18-hole golf course, 
four tennis courts, a swimming pool, Spin-
naker Restaurant, Tipsy Seagull Bar, Coco 
Beach Bar, reception center and a beach 
gazebo available for sea-side weddings and 
other functions.

Above: Southern Comfort releases a mar-
lin. Photo credit Jonathan Wolff.

Cowpoke wins windy 
Treasure Cay BBC 

Press Release
For the first three days of the Trea-

sure Cay Championship, Cruiser Crews’ 
team Cowpoke waged a seesaw battle for 
first place with the 2012 Bahamas Billfish 
Champion Fa-La-Me. In fact, when the 
Committee Boat called ‘lines in’ on the 
final day, both Cowpoke and Fa-La-Me 
had 2,100 points with Crews’ team in first 
place based on time. 

Day four started with Frank Rodri-
guez team Fa-La-Me picking up 600 points 
and jumping into the lead when Steve 
Butcher released a blue marlin at 9:30. 
Christy Crews on Cowpoke countered with 
a white marlin release at 10:07 and a blue 
marlin release at 1:59 in the afternoon. 
Cowpoke made it a 1,000 point day when 
Tony Huerta released another white marlin 
at 2:45. 

During the four-day tournament, the 
61 Viking, Cowpoke, caught and released 
three blue marlin, six white marlin and 
one sailfish for a total of 3,100 points. The 
win earned the Avon Park, Florida cattle 
rancher and his team a beautiful Randy 
Rich trophy and a $1,000 gift certificate 
from Aqualuma Lighting. The trophies 
were presented by the tournament spon-
sors Bank of America Private Wealth Man-
agement and Bertram Yacht. Capt. Mike 
Brady and the crew of Cowpoke received 
Randy Rich acrylic trophies sponsored by 
the Lewis Marine Group. 

Team Fa-La-Me finished second with 
a very respectable 2,700 points. The Win-
ter Park, Florida team caught and releasd 

Gone Fishing

TCBT                      From Page 10

two blues, seven whites and one sailfish. 
The 70 Viking edged out the third place 
finisher, Blue Eagle, by a mere 100 points. 
Brad Jones’ team Blue Eagle from Port 
Aransas, Texas caught and released three 
blues and four whites to finish with 2,600 
points. In addition to custom designed 
Randy Rich trophies, the three winning 
teams also received gift certificates from 
Roffer’s Ocean Fishing Forecasting Ser-
vice (ROFFS) and bottles of Bacardi Anejo 
from Bacardi and Bristol Wine & Spirits. 

Top Tournament Angler honors went 
to Luis Bacardi who will receive a Carey 
Chen artwork entitled ‘Grand Slam’ pre-
sented by ISR Marine Insurance and Smith-
Merritt Insurance. All anglers in the 2013 
BBC series are competing for the newly 
created Jim Lambert Memorial Trophy. 

The trophy will be presented to the BBC’s 
top angler. The presentation by ISR and 
Smith-Merritt will take place at the 40th 
Anniversary celebration during the Marsh 
Harbour Championship. 

Despite extremely windy conditions 
all week, fishing action proved to be excel-
lent for the BBC’s third leg of 2013 hosted 
by the Treasure Cay Resort & Marina. Of 
the 51 billfish caught and released, 19 were 
blue marlin, 29 were white marlin and 3 
were sailfish. BBC rules require that all 
releases be validated using time and date 
stamped digital images. Affidavits signed 
by all participants fishing on each team fur-
ther confirms that the fish was released in 
accordance with IGFA and Bahamas Bill-
fish Championship rules. 

Above: team Cowpoke, who won the Treasure Cay leg of the Bahamas Billfish Champion-
ship.

Please see BBC               Page  21
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Marble and Granite 
counter tops, showers

and floors installed
Made in Marsh Harbour

Call 367-6867 or 367-4726
View installations 
on our web site:

abacomarbleandgranite.com

on his vehicle and him. 
It’s a good thing I did; the dude 

jammed on brakes in front of me…..AND 
OF COURSE HIS BRAKE LIGHTS DID 
NOT WORK. So I quickly jammed brakes 
as well. I thought all was fine and dandy 
until I had a hard jolt from behind. The 
person behind me, talking on a cell phone 
and busily dealing with other things did not 
see my brake lights or that I had slowed 
in the road. They completely rear ended 
my vehicle, mashing my bumper up under-
neath my vehicle and completely totaling 
the front end of their vehicle. The driver in 
front of us keeps going and gets out free, 
but myself and the other driver have to deal 
with police and car damages.  Thanks a lot 
‘dude-who-had-to-slow-down-to-talk-to-
Sweet-Gal-across-the-way!’  

Completely and utterly ridiculous!
Well this concludes this edition of 

“What Really Grinds My Gears: Abaco 
Drivers”

I hope this edition is a real eye-opener 
to you BAD drivers out there and I hope it 
makes you have more respect and courtesy 
for fellow drivers.

DRIVE SAFE, DRIVE SMART!  
Sometimes your life and someone 

else’s depends on it.

Sincerely,
Someone who knows how to drive

Letters to the Editor
Letters                         From Page 9

Junior Sailors 
Salute You

Dear Editor:
The Hope Town Junior Sailing Pro-

gram would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to our successful 7th season of 
sailing instruction. We are looking forward 
to some more training and racing, and hope 
to have multiple successes at the National 
Championships as we show the rest of the 
country what Abaco can do.

We are very proud this year to have 
Branden Sands going off to Bermuda and 
Italy to compete in the North American 
Championships and then the Optimist 
World Championships, both in July. To 
learn more, and to support his campaign, 
look for “Branden Sands for Abaco” on 
Facebook.

We could not have done it without 
the continued support of the Hope Town 
Sailing Club. And a big thank you to all 
the committed parents who helped to keep 
things rolling.

This year we need to thank several 
Abaco businesses who have contributed 
towards our National Championship cam-
paign. Julliette Deal at Out Island Eco pro-
vided us with some great products from 
their green catalogue. And several grocery 
stores pitched in: Maxwell’s, Abaco Gro-
cery, Harbour View and The Food Store. 
The adults would also like to thank Hope 
Town Wine and Spirits for helping us cope!

To all the boaters and ferry captains, 
thank you for watching out for our sailors 
in the busy harbour. We did have a few 
close calls!

Thank you Abaco!
Matthew McCoy
Head Instructor

Unfairly Terminated

Dear Editor:
This letter is to inform the public that 

I was working for a certain company on 
Guana Cay for nearly 5 years. I want the 
public and the Government to know how 
horrible I was treated for the amount of 
years I worked for this company. 

I worked in the residential service de-
partment as a caretaker of private homes 
for second home owners who came here to 
The Bahamas to enjoy our beautiful sun, 
sand and sea. While I was working hard 
and putting all my effort to help build this 
company, working overtime, helping out 
in other departments and going to school 
at the same time to further my education, 
I was also training staff members for the 
company and in return they became my 
boss. The amount of work load that was 
put on me was unfair but I did my best to 
fulfill my duties and responsibilities, only 
to find out that I was not moving anywhere 
in the company.

After I completed my degree in Busi-
ness Administration and a Diploma in 
Marketing Communications, I applied for 
a position in the company and was turned 
down as was told that I was not qualified 
but yet the job was given to someone who 
did not have a degree. It shows that favor-
itism and discrimination is at the highest 
level in this company. I am a 25 year old, 
respectable young man who wants to de-
velop his educational skills, to grow and 
become someone in life.

The company terminated me for hav-
ing a conversation with a partner because 
we were talking about my career path and 
I asked for a transfer to develop my edu-
cational skills. After they terminated me 
they refused to give me my compensation 
package because they said I did not follow 

protocol which is not even in the company 
policy. 

I want the Government to know that 
this company is not for the Bahamian 
people who want to grow in their career 
because of the way I got treated. It was 
not right and absolutely unfair. I want the 
Hon Perry Christie and the Member of 
Parliament, Shane Gibson, to know how 
this company has taken advantage of our 
Bahamian people on Great Guana Cay.

For too long foreign companies come 
into our country and bring in their people 
to work in positions that we Bahamians 
can do. Furthermore, this message will be 
broadcast to other media for a wider audi-
ence and, if need be, to higher authorities 
to know what has happened to me at Guana 
Cay. 

Antonio Willmore

Reckless Driving 

Dear Editor:
Just a little space in your paper for a 

short letter, if you can. 
One thing I’d like to bring to the at-

tention of the public and the police is that 
many drivers, including some taxis, have 
little or no regard for the lives of animals 
or humans. 

How they speed! They refuse to slow 
down to even allow a little time to get out 
of the way!

I saw a neighbour’s dog almost get hit 
a few days ago. Tomorrow it may be one 
of your relatives. Think!

Thank you and God Bless.
Yours,
Lee Lowe
PS: Since I wrote the above letter, a 

white truck moving west, fast, almost hit 
me.
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Further Business
He and his team offer both residential and 
commercial services which include the 
design, construction and maintenance of 
pools, waterfalls, garden fountains and 
more. 

He is a landscaping architect and can 
give your home’s exterior a fabulous look. 
He also provides gardening services and 
specializes in small and large scale garden-
ing assistance and maintainence.

With summer right around the cor-
ner, the company is offering a few fabulous 
deals on pools and water fountains. If you 
are interested in any of the services that 
Fountain a la Jay provides, contact them 
at 242-475-6001. The company’s goal is to 
provide excellent, committed and quality 
to services to all.

Spend Less Variety 
Store 

By Samantha Evans
Kermit and Nadia Curry are the 

proud owners of the Spend Less Variety 
Store in Murphy Town, which opened its 
doors a few months ago. Mr. Curry stated 
that his inspiration to open this store was 
his grandfather, the late Ben Curry, who 
always operated a convenience store in the 
community. 

This store sells breadbasket items, 
household goods, snacks, lunch items, 
drinks, general hygiene items, watches, 
colognes, cosmetics, beauty supplies and 
some knob earrings for females. In the fu-
ture, they will be selling DVDs as well.

 They will carry retail and wholesale 
items. Kermit Curry stated that this store 
was open before in 2006 and operated as a 
beauty supply store. It was closed in 2008, 
when he relocated for a short while. He 
noted that this store is convenient for resi-
dents of this community as they can get ba-
sic items they need without having to drive 

Entrepreneur          From Page 7
all the way to Marsh Harbour. To date, 
the response has been great and they are 
looking forward to becoming an important 
fixture in the Murphy Town community. 

They are located on Murphy Town 
Blvd. next door to Native Shack. They are 
open seven days a week: Monday through 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Sun-
days 8:00 a.m to 10:00 a.m., and again 
from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Mr. Curry also has his drafting busi-
ness operational out of this building. He 
can draw plans of any size, for any pur-
pose. He is excited about the future of 
Abaco and can tell by the amount of busi-
ness he has been attracting that his services 
are in great demand. He can be reached by 
calling 475-6852.

Shauna Ferguson’s 
Professional Make Up 

Services 

By Samantha Evans
Shauna Ferguson has roots on Abaco, 

though she currently spends a lot of time 
in Nassau perfecting her craft as a make-
up artist. She believes that she is now 
equipped with the skills needed to beautify 
the faces of Abaconians everywhere. Dur-
ing the month of April, she launched her 
make-up services on the island, along with 
her availability to teach classes for those 
persons interested in learning how to apply 
make-up professionally. 

She is available to provide make-up 
application services for large groups for 
weddings, funerals, photo shoots, proms, 
pageants and the like. Group sizes can be 
15 persons or more. She is available dur-
ing the week or on weekends.  Ferguson 
is affiliated with Latisha’s Hair and Beauty 
Supplies in New Providence, where she 
also invites persons to visit if they are there 
and need to get their make-up profession-
ally done. 

She will be offering classes during 
the summer months and invites high school 
graduates in particular to take advantage of 

these classes so that they can learn a craft 
and become certified. She can be contacted 
by calling 636-5185 or 601-2010. 

Creative Construction 
and Molding Company 

Limited

By Samantha Evans
The island of Abaco is growing by 

leaps and bounds, and with this thought in 
mind, Creative Construction and Molding 
Company was opened during the month of 
April. The motto of this company is, “Let 
Our Creative Hands Build Your Dreams.” 
This company, led by contractor and skilled 
builder Dwight Walkins, plans to reinvent 
construction on the island of Abaco. 

Mr. Walkins says this company is not 
only equipped to build structures such as 
homes, plazas, and resorts, as well as mak-
ing concrete molding for the exterior of 
any building. These exterior moldings will 
add drama and richness to any structure 
they build, which they believe will make 
them the construction company to hire. 

They are currently engaged in a proj-
ect in Treasure Cay, which will begin to 
transform that community. Persons who 
are interested in learning more about what 
this company has to offer can contact 
Dwight Walkins at 475-3498.

Entrepreneur Watch is a feature 
The Abaconian publishes because we 
believe in supporting entrepreneurs and 
community business. 
If you know of an entrepreneur just 
setting out in their business please 
contact us at abaconiannews@gmail.
com or 367-3200.
If you are an established business and 
would like to sponsor the Entrepreneur 
Watch we would love to hear from you 
as well.

Dermatologist makes 
regular visits to Abaco

By Jennifer Hudson
It is Dr. Clare-Kleinbussink’s desire 

for everyone to have great looking and 
healthy skin, hair and nails. She treats 
patients at her clinic in Roseona House, 
Seventh Terrace Centreville in Nassau. 
More importantly for Abaconians, she 
visits Marsh Harbour regularly every four 
weeks. She works out of Dr. Swarna’s Ab-
aco Pines Medical Clinic, seeing patients 
on Saturday between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. 

Dr. Clare- Kleinbussink earned a 
B.Sc. from Lock Haven University, Penn-
sylvania, and a Medical Degree from the 
University of The West Indies. She then 
went on to earn a specialty diploma and 
Master’s Degree in Dermatology with dis-
tinction from Cardiff University in Wales, 
U.K. She also has certification for anes-
thetics in the United States and United 
Kingdom. She is a member of the Carib-
bean Association of Dermatology and is 
an Associate Lecturer in Dermatology at 
the University of the West Indies Nassau 
Campus.

All general dermatological conditions 
of skin, scalp and nails are treated by Dr. 
Clare-Kleinbussink, who performs minor 
procedures such as removal of unwanted 
warts, moles and skin tags, as well as skin 
cancers. She also offers cosmetic derma-
tology, which includes Botox, Juvederm 
and other skin products and peels. The 
most common complaints she sees are be-
nign skin cancers, eczemas and acne. Also, 
she frequently deals with skin changes as a 
result of the overuse of bleaching creams. 

“These creams have their place for 
a short period of time but continual use 
causes problems,” she states.  

Dr. Clare-Kleinbussink is a great 
proponent of sunscreen and urges every-
one to use it. For Caucasian type fair skin 
she recommends a UVP of 40 and up. For 
mixed skin she recommends 20 and up, 
and for black skin she recommends at least 
15. She stresses that contrary to what many 
people believe, black skin does need the 
protection of sunscreen because this skin 
type can also develop skin cancer. 

Persons wishing to make an appoint-
ment with Dr. Clare-Kleinbussink may do 
so by calling Dr. Swarna at Abaco Pines 
Medical Clinic 367-2224 or by contacting 
her directly at 242-326-7657 or 426-3066 
or email roseonahouse2010@yahoo.com. 
More information may be found on her 
website www.roseonahouse.com or on her 
Facebook page.

Dr. Clare-Kleinbussink has also pub-
lished a book for parents entitled, “Pearls 
for a Baby’s Skin.” This deals with what-
ever skin ailments babies or children might 
present with, and how to use the medica-
tions.

Remember to 
Buckle Up!
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The Moorings Yacht Charters
• The Best Sailing Vacations In The World!
• Prestige Class crewed yacht charter
• Sailing Sloops and cats 35 ft. - 47 ft.
• Power catamarans 37 ft.

The Conch Inn Resort
• Hotel rooms on the harbour front
• Fresh water pool 
• Curly Tails waterfront restaurant and bar
• Dive Abaco - a complete dive facility 

The Conch Inn Resort and Marina
PO Box AB20469, Marsh Harbour, Abaco
Ph 242-367-4000 • Fax 367-4004
Email: themoorings@batelnet.bs
www.themoorings.com

Come and experience the beauty of the Bahamas.  We are waiting for you. 

The Conch Inn Marina
• Full service docks with power 
• Cable TV connections
• Texaco fuel station

Compliments of  The Moorings and 
The Conch Inn Hotel and Marina
Tide - North Bar Channel  

July 2013
Printed by Tides & Currents for Windows TM   by 

Nobeltec Corporation (503) 579-1414 - www.tides.com

Cruise the Abaco Sound 
in one of our new sailing 

yachts - 36 ft.  mono hull or 
38 ft. catamaran  

SAILING VACATIONS
Sunsail

Pop’s to be taken run 
by new owners

By Mirella Santillo
After running Pop’s Place for over 

fifteen year, Mr. Willis ‘Pops’ Weather-
ford and his wife Gloria have decided to 
retire from the restaurant business and en-
joy some well-deserved rest. 

Pops has also ceded the management 
of the dog shelter to Leisa Plummer. Al-
though he will still be remotely involved, 
she will be responsible for organizing vol-
unteers, for receiving donations as well as 
taking care of dogs rescue and adoption.

“I needed a break from the shelter 
after running it for three years, explained 
Mr. Weatherford, “but I wanted to let peo-
ple know that the shelter is alive and well 
and that there are lots of puppies ready for 
adoption.”

Pop’s Place opened in 1997 as a take- 
out focusing on rotisserie chicken. To cater 
to the local clientele, the restaurateur also 
added fried chicken, wings and nuggets 
with the traditional side dishes of maca-
roni, french fries and cole slaw.

Mr. Weatherford started his career in 
the food business by opening the Kentucky 
Fried Chicken in Nassau in 1966; then the 

Central & All Abaco
one in Marsh Harbour in 1978. After that 
he was off to Freeport, New York and 
back to Freeport, still working at the fa-
mous fast food restaurant.

“I spent forty seven years in the res-
taurant business”, said Pops. “It is time for 
me to take some time off and relax, but I 
wanted to let people know that Pop’s Place 
was closed and thank my customers for 
their patronage over the years.

The restaurant will reopen under new 
ownership, but it is not known yet under 
which name.

After relaxing until the end of the 
year, Pops plans to return to his hobby of 
building boat models out of wood. He also 
work with the local lime stone, making 
ashtrays, fountains and even garden tables.

Horticultural Society 
holds last meeting of 

the season
By Mirella Santillo

The Horticultural Society of The 
Bahamas-Abaco Branch's last meeting of 
the season took place on May 12 in the 
bucolic setting of Emerald Organics Ltd. 
Emerald Organics Ltd is a 75 acre fruit 

and animal farm owned and run by Liann 
Key-Kaighin. It is located off Ernest Dean 
Highway, less than a mile past the Chero-
kee Road turnoff. Close to twenty people 
attended the meeting, attracted by the per-
spective of watching the newly born lambs.

Ms. Key-Kaighin welcomed the visi-
tors, apologizing for the state of the farm 
which had been severely damaged by Hur-
ricane Sandy last November, but which still 
looked well maintained, with mowed paths 
and areas. Next to a warehouse, a rose tree 
was loaded with red fragrant flowers that 
the hostess cut and distributed to the wom-
en present. As the group settled, a flock of 
ducks and chicken came running forward, 
knowing that a treat awaited them.

The meeting that day was opened by 
past President Shirley Higgs who immedi-
ately announced that votes would be taken 
for the election of next season’s presiding 
board. She gave the names of the people 
who had been mentioned for the vari-
ous positions and asked if anyone wanted 
to add someone else. No one did and all 
present approved the candidates for the 
new board. Next year’s President will be 
Barbara Foreman followed by two Vice-
Presidents: Jim Eastwood and Laine Snow. 
Mirella Santillo will remain as Secretary. 

Replacing Ms. Foreman as Treasurer 

will be Mary Murray. A new position has 
been added, that of Special Projects Of-
ficer. It will be filled by Nadeen Beneby 
.Gardener Jack Hardy remains the Auc-
tioneer in Ccharge.

Before taking the group to the animal 
pens, Liann Key-Kaighin explained that 
because of the intensive damage to many 
fruit trees in the last couple of storms, 
among them numerous avocados and man-
goes, she was now concentrating on raising 
animals rather than replacing the lost fruit 
trees.

22 lambs had been born during the 
previous days. As the group watched them, 
took photographs, pet them and fed the 
mothers treats of corn, the last pregnant 
ewe went in labor.

A visit to the fruit orchard was next. 
A few Mamey trees grown from mossing 
lined the path to a citrus plot salvaged from 
the embargo. Pomegranates and sugar 
apples had survived the storms and many 
guava trees were in bloom or already bear-
ing fruit. The tour ended with a visit to the 
nursery, where the young fruit trees that 
had survived the hurricane could be pur-
chased.
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GROUP LTD
CONSTRUCTION     ENGINEERING      ESTATE SERVICES

DEVELOPMENT & CONSTRUCTION
Planning, Management, Execution of all

Stages of Residental, Commercial,
Infrastructure or Renovation Projects

ENGINEERING DESIGN & CONSULTING
Structual & Civil Engineering

Licensed Professional Engineer

ESTATE SERVICES
Property Management & Maintenance

Abaco Shopping Center, P.O.Box AB 20200
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

jnicksims@gmail.com

nick sims
PRESIDENT & ENGINEER

242-577-7467
Tel/Fax: 242-367-sims

BETTER  BUILDING  SOLUTIONS 

Through the cooperative efforts of 
the Bahamas Billfish Championship, BBC 
presenting sponsor Silver Airways, tourna-
ment sponsors Bank of America Private 
Wealth Management and Bertram Yacht, 
and Treasure Cay Resort & Marina, the 
tournament participants and the people of 
Abaco were treated to a free acoustical 
concert by country recording artist Colton 
James. More than 200 people packed the 
Tipsy Seagull at Treasure Cay to enjoy 
the music of the ‘Reel Water Cowboy.’ 
Through his music, Colton James pro-
motes the responsible enjoyment of our 
oceans. During the Treasure Cay Champi-
onship, ‘angler’ Colton James caught and 
released a blue marlin aboard the 63 Ber-
tram Sharkbait. 

Now celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary, the Bahamas Billfish Championship 
is the oldest billfish tournament series in 
the world. Anglers can fish any or all of 
the tournaments with cumulative points 
determining the overall Bahamas Billfish 
Champions. The BBC endowed two schol-
arships that enable Bahamian students the 
opportunity to pursue a degree in marine 
biology or advanced education in the ma-
rine technologies. 

For the very latest tournament in-
formation, results, overall standings or to 
register for the remaining tournament, visit 
www.bahamasbillfish.com. Or contact the 
Bahamas Billfish Championship at 866-
920-5577 or e-mail: info@bahamasbillfish.
com. Be sure to download the new BBC 
App for your Android or Apple device. 
Search 'Bahamas Billfish Championship' 
in the Google Play Store or Apple App 
Store. 

Gone Fishing
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in Inaugural 2013 
Abaco Beach Blue 

Marlin Invitational

By Timothy Roberts
The Inaugural 2013 Abaco Beach 

Blue Marlin Invitational was held May 4-7, 
2013 at the Abaco Beach Resort & Marina, 
in The Bahamas where twenty- two of the 
top Boats, Anglers, Captains and Crews in 
the world competed for over $550,000. 

Wave Paver won the overall title and 
the top release boat.  JR Davis, owner of 
the Wave Paver, was named top angler.  
Their catch of four blue marlins and one 
white marlin topped the field with 1750 
points. Captain Russell Sinclair of the 
Waver Paver along with mates Jerry Ow-
ens, Ryan House and Jason Parker were 
the Top Captain & Crew.  They were 
presented with numerous trophies from 
Gray Taxidermy, an original painting from 
Carey Chen, a Wet Spot unit, along with a 
check for $163,320 that included many of 
the jackpot categories. 

The largest blue marlin was 727 
pounds and was caught aboard Flight Plan 
by Joe Ferro, along with his team of Chris 
Peyerk, Chris Shea and Captain Casey 
Hunt, mates Chris Meek and Stan Hunt. 
Their 727 pound blue marlin along with 
two other blue marlin releases put them in 
2nd place overall and was worth $165,060. 

The second largest marlin weighed 
in at 507 pounds and was caught on the 
Fa La Me by angler/owner Frank Rodri-
guez, along with Captain Robbie Moore, 

crewmembers Tyler & Taylor Beckford 
and Dave Berard.  They brought home a 
check worth $99,900 for that marlin and 
other jackpots. 

The JICHI, placed 2nd in the release 
jackpot and 3rd place overall, and they 
took home a check for $66,240.  3rd place 
release jackpot went to the WEEZ IN THE 
KEYS and a check for $39,600. 

Island Time, a boat run by Chuck 
Harris who is a resident at the Abaco Club 
in Marsh Harbour, won the trophy for the 
largest Wahoo. Harris and crew were fish-
ing for a cause and all proceeds of their 
winnings will go to the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation. “It’s not just about 
having fun, but it’s about being able to give 
back,” he said.

The owners, captains and crews were 
welcomed by that air conditioned tent and 
an awesome kick-off party at Abaco Beach 
Resort & Marina who hosted the tourna-
ment.  Thanks to a variety of sponsors the 
tournament committee was were able to 
provide breakfast sandwiches and a special 
greeting every afternoon when the boats 
tied up.  

The awards dinner was really well 
received as every boat and team attended 
to congratulate the winners and to enjoy 
some great food. The owners, captains and 
crews gave the tournament committee and 
Abaco Beach Resort a standing ovation 

Above: Capt. Chuck Harris and the crew of “Island Time” sport bright pink to raise 
awareness for breast cancer. All of their proceeds from winning is going to the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation.

at the end and big things are expected for 
next year’s tournament.

The tournament was organized out 
of the requests and wishes of boat own-
ers, captains and crew and was attended by 
twenty-three boats. At the end of the tour-
nament participants were given a survey to 
fill out to ensure the tournament continues 
in the direction that they desire.

Manny Alexiou, part owner of Abaco 
Beach Resort & Boat Harbour, said he is 
seeing economic recovery as the fishing 
tournaments are slowly returning to Aba-
co. “It’s good for us; it’s good for Abaco 
because on lay days they go into town and 
it trickles down to everybody’” he said. 
“Then it gets in the paper and on social 
media and reminds people of the good-ole-
times and encourages them to come back.” 

During three days of fishing there 
were 53 billfish caught – 32 blue marlin, 
17 white marlin and 4 sailfish.  

Fishing for charity at 
the Custom Shootout

By Timothy Roberts
The Custom Shootout, a sport fishing 

tournament that raises money for charities, 
held their twelfth tournament in The Ba-
hamas and for the second time at Abaco 
Beach Resort and Boat Harbour in Abaco 
from May 15-18 with thirty nine custom 
built boats. 

Capturing the overall title in the 2013 
Custom Shootout was Reel Pushy, a 70’ 
Spencer. The race from the edge had four 
boats chasing the title this year but in the 
end, Ravaganza (Jarrett Bay) edged out the 
Hit & Run, the Reel Pushy and the Two 
Cats. 

Tournament organizer Captain Frank 
‘Skip’ Smith said that the Custom Shoot-
out came to life after 9/11 happened in the 
United States. “We thought it was a good 
way to raise money to give back. So we 
got the custom builders to come together 
and starting in January 2002 a small tour-
nament of about 17 boats came together at 
Chub Cay.”

Over the years they have contributed 
to a variety of different charities including 
this year’s primary recipient which is the 
National Breast Cancer Foundation. The 
tournament also shares some of the funds 
raised with local charities as well.

Ten or twelve of the top boat build-
ers come in for the tournament as well as 
the major sponsors of the event and they 
interact with the boat owners and captains 

Please see Custom           Page  22
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Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 

Island-wide Abaco Listings
Abaco Cottage +                    114 hse          366-0576 
Abaco Vacation Planner +      25 hse           367-3529

Cherokee
Lee Pinder + 3 hse  366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages 366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place  352-5458

Green Turtle Cay 
Barefoot Homes 14 hse 577-4092
Bluff House Club 12 units 365-4247
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott    800-752-0166
Green Turtle Club 35 rm 365-4271
Island Properties + 34 hse  365-4047
New Plymouth Inn  9 rm  365-4161
Ocean Blue Properties + 34  365-4636
Other Shore Club  365-4226
Roberts Cottages 3 cott  365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana  + 11 hse  365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott.  365-5137
Guana Sunset Beach 13 units   365-5133 
Ocean Frontier 6 cott     519-389-4846 
Ward’s Landing 4 units   904-982-2762
Ruth Sands + 9 hse 365-5140

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm  366-0133
Crystal Villas 5 villas   321-452-0164
Elbow Cay Prop +             53 hse   366-0035
Hope T Harb Lodge 25 rm  366 0095
Hope T Hideaways +      63 hse   366-0224
Hope Town Inn 6 rm 4 Villas 366-0003
Hope T Villas + 3 hse  366-0266
Lighthouse Rentals 4 cott  366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages + 4 hse   366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas  366-0065
Tanny Key + 43 hse  366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas  366-0557

Hotels and House Rental Agents
Lubbers Quarters

Sea Level Cottages     4 hse     366-3121
Man-O-War

Island Home Rentals  +     2 hse     365-6048
Schooner’s Landing      5 condos     365-6072
Waterway Rentals +       14 hse           365-6143     

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate +     6 hse  367-2719
Abaco Towns 16 apts 367-0148
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Bustick Bight Resort  8 rms  367-3980
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
Living Easy + 16 hse 367-2202
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas  32 apts 577-6764
HG Christie   + 11 hse 367-4151

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefishing   10 rm   800-628-1447

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Bahama Beach Club  88 units 365-8500
Brigantine Bay Villas 5 units   877-786-8455
Treasure Cay Resort  + 95 rms  365-8801
Mark’s Bungalows 4 units 365-8506
Abaco Estate Services +  365-8752
Island Dreams Rental  +  357-6576

Turtle Rock
Villas at Palmetto Beach 3 villas  262-820-1900 

 Wood Cay
Tangelo Hotel   14 rm 1 villa 365-2222

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
http://www.abaconian.com
http://www.abacoinet.com
http.//www.abacoinfo.com
http.//www.abacocottage.com

+  agents with multiple cottages and houses

http://www.abacos.com
http://www.oii.net
http://www.bahamas.com

Rev. March 2012

There & Back.....Again
EFFECTIVE: JULY , 2012

Ph: 242-367-0290         Fax: 242-367-0291

REGULAR FERRY SCHEDULE
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town

20 minute ride
7:15am / 9:00am / 10:30am /12:15pm 2:00pm

4:00pm / 5:45pm

Hope Town to Marsh Harbour
8:00am / 9:45am / 11:30am /1:30pm 3:00pm

4:00pm / 5:00pm / 6:30pm

Marsh Harbour to Man-O-War
20 minute ride

7:15 / 10:30am / 12:15pm / 2:30pm* 
4:00pm / 5:45pm

*Except Sundays and Holidays

Man-O-War to Marsh Harbour 
8:00am / 11:30am / 1:30pm /3:15pm* / 5:00pm

*Except Sundays and Holidays

Marsh Harbour to Scotland/Guana Cay
30 minute ride

6:45am / 10:30am / 1:30pm /3:30pm 5:45pm

Scotland/Guana Cay to Marsh Harbour
8:am / 11:30am / 2:30pm / 4:45pm / 6:30pm

Any stops outside the main harbour will be a
minimum charge of two persons. Two persons or over

will remain at regular charge.
During the month of August through December there 

are some adjustments made to the schedule.
You are advised to contact the office for any changes.

REGULAR FERRY FARES
One Way: $17.00

Round Trip - Open Return: $27.00
Children 6-11: Half Price

Children 5 and under: Free
Hope Town and Man-O-War ferries depart from

the Ferry Dock at Crossing Beach. 
Guana /Scotland Cay depart from the Conch Inn.

Prices subject to change without notice.

Albury’s Ferry Service

“Honesty and Quality
You Can Count On”

Brandon Thompson
242-357-6532

Dock Construction
Residential and Commercial

Customized to suit your lifestyle

Boat Lifts
Sales and Service

Quality boat lift dealer for 10 years

And Much More...
Offering unsurpassed attention to
detail with almost two decades 

of hands on experience

Contact us today! 
www.lbtmarine.com

bthompson@lbtmarine.com
Cell: 242-357-6532

Ph/Fax: 242-367-2704

and together aid in raising funds for well 
deserving charities.

During the three days of fishing there 
were 55 billfish released – 16 blue marlin, 
33 white marlin 5 sailfish and 1 spearfish.

Capt. Skip said that everyone at-
tending the tournament events had a great 
time. “Abaco Beach Hotel and Boat Har-
bour Marina was an awesome host as they 
hosted the kickoff party, the Friday night 
“Honor the Boat Builder” party and then 
the Awards Party Saturday night.” 

Among the custom builders attending 
and supporting the tournament were John 
Whiticar of Whiticar Boats, Michael Ry-
bovich of Rybovich and sons, Paul Spencer 
of Spencer Yachts, Roy Merritt of Merritt 
Boats, Dominick LaCombe of American 
Custom Yachts, Jim Floyd (F&S boats) 
and John  Bayliss (Bayliss Boat works).  

According to Capt. Skip, the tourna-
ment director, “The fishing was great, the 
weather was great and the food was great. 
The staff here at the Abaco Beach Resort 
did a great job.  Combine that with these 
custom boat owners and their crews and 
we had one of the best tournaments in the 
world again this year.”

A stunning awards banquet, with a 
lot of really outstanding food, was held in 
the air-conditioned tent at the Abaco Beach 
Resort and Marina.  The tournament co-
ordinators gave commemorative plaques to 
each tournament sponsors in recognition 
for their support of the tournament.  The 
Reel Pushy team of Robert Baker, Jimmy 
Fields, and Denny Doyle and accepted the 
First Place trophy, a beautiful sculpture by 
Ken Ulberg.

Gone Fishing
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BBC finale gears up 
in Marsh Harbour

Press Release
As has been the case many times over 

the past 40-years, the Bahamas Billfish 
Champion is decided at the final tourna-
ment of the season. This year is no excep-
tion. 

The good fishing at the Treasure Cay 
Championship has bolstered the number of 
boats fishing the Marsh Harbour Champi-
onship next week. The top teams are not 
only vying for the BBC title but also the 
specially designed 40th Anniversary BBC 
ring presented by Abaco Gold, and a Steve 
Goione original artwork of the BBC's 
40thanniversary logo.

There is added enthusiasm for the fi-
nal tournament this year as the BBC cel-
ebrates its 40thanniversary. A full sched-
ule of '40th anniversary reunion' festivities 
run throughout the week. The tournament 
sponsors Bank of American Private Wealth 
Management, ISR Marine Insurance and 
Smith-Merritt Insurance have been joined 
by Aqualuma Lighting, Bertram Yacht, 
CAT Marine Power, Hatteras, HMY 
Yacht Sales, MarineMax, and Viking to 
ensure that everyone will have a great time 
during the week-long celebration. 

You can be a part of the festivities 
even if you are not fishing the tournament.

Fifth Annual Green 
Turtle Cay Lionfish 

Derby set for June 22
Teams will win over $5,000 in 

cash prizes for removing the 
invasive species

By Keri Kenning, REEF (Communications 
and Affiliate Program Manager)
Bobbie Lindsay saw her first lionfish 

off a dock in Green Turtle Cay in 2008, 
and she knew it did not belong in this 
ocean. Shortly after, a lionfish stung one 
of her friends while diving. The swelling 
made his forearm as big as Popeye’s. Fu-
eled by his pain and the knowledge that 
lionfish were devouring Bahamian fish 
populations, Lindsay decided to stab back 
at lionfish. 

“Something has to be done.”
“Let’s make a cash tournament for 

killing them.”
A couple of phone calls later, Lind-

say teamed up with the Reef Environ-
mental Education Foundation (REEF) and 
launched the world’s first invasive lionfish 
derby.

On June 22, teams from around the 
region will flock to the Green Turtle Club 
to hunt in the 5th Annual Green Turtle Cay 
Lionfish Derby. Their mission: remove li-
onfish. Their reward: over $5,000 in cash 
prizes for bringing in the most lionfish, 
largest lionfish, and smallest lionfish.

What would possess teams to go out 
and decimate a fish population? The inva-
sive species are voracious predators that 
threaten marine ecosystems by devouring 
over 70 species of native fish and inver-
tebrates. Defended from predators by 18 
venomous spines, lionfish rule the reefs 
and reproduce as often as every four days, 

year round. And they taste delicious.
“Lionfish are the Atlantic ecosys-

tem’s worst nightmare,” says Lad Akins, 
co-organizer of the derby and Director of 
Special Projects at REEF. “They are eat-
ing machines covered in venomous spines. 
Unstoppable, until divers began interven-
ing.”

Hopes are high for the fifth annual 
lionfish derby at the Green Turtle Club. 
Divers removed 1,408 lionfish in a single 
day during the first annual lionfish derby 
in 2009. In the past four years, teams have 
rounded up a total of 4,411 lionfish in 
Green Turtle Cay derbies.

Research from the 2012 derby 
showed divers put a huge dent in the local 
lionfish population. Researchers from Or-
egon State University and REEF assessed 
the lionfish population in the Sea of Abaco 
surrounding Green Turtle Cay immedi-
ately before and after the derby. The data 
suggest derby participants removed almost 
70% of the local lionfish population over 
an area of 150 square kilometers.

“Based off this research, we have 
learned divers can make a huge differ-
ence,” says Dr. Stephanie Green of Or-
egon State University. “We are excited to 
repeat the research again this year, and we 
expect to see another great reduction.”

The Bahamas Department of Marine 
Resources has facilitated these events by 
issuing a single-day exemption to use com-
pressed air for lionfish removals during the 
derby. The Bahamas Ministry of Tourism, 
Green Turtle Club and Marina, Brendal’s 
Dive Center, REEF, and individual donors 
from Palm Beach County, Florida, have 
also added financial or logistical support.

Besides removing significant num-
bers of lionfish, derbies are also critical for 
gathering samples for scientific research, 
increasing education and awareness, help-

ing develop a commercial market for lion-
fish, training divers in removal techniques, 
and encouraging regular year-round re-
movals.

“We are thrilled to host the 5th An-
nual Lionfish Derby,” Lindsay says. “We 
have many skilled teams participating this 
year. It’s going to be the best derby yet.”

The scoring, awards, and festivities 
will begin late in the afternoon on Satur-
day, June 22 at the Green Turtle Club. 
All are welcome to watch the scoring and 
taste lionfish samples. Teams wanting to 
participate in the derby should preregister 
at www.REEF.org/lionfish/derbies and 
plan to attend the Captain’s Meeting at the 
Green Turtle Club on Friday, June 21 at 
5:30 pm. To learn more about the derby, 
visit www.REEF.org/lionfish/derbies. 
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Dive Shops
Abaco Dive Adventures, Marsh Harbour .....................367-2963
Dive Abaco  Since1978, Marsh Harbour .....................  367-2787
Dive Time, Man-O-War................................................365-6235
Froggies, Hope Town .................................................  366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay ......................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay .......................................  365-4411
Dive Guana ................................................................  365-5178
Man-O-War Dive Shop  ................................................365-6013

 Bikes & Scooters • Boats
Cars & Cart Rentals 

Marsh Harbour
A & P Car Rentals  ............................................. 367-2655
Abaco Dorado Boat Rentals .............................. 367-1035
B & B Boat Rentals ........................................... 367-7368
Bargain Car Rentals .......................................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................................... 367-3910
Concept Boat Rentals ....................................... 367-5570
Cruise Abaco. .................................................... 577-0148
Quality Star Car Rentals (Texaco) ...................... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals ...................................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars .................. 367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals  .......................................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  .................................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals ......................................... 367-4887
The Moorings Boat Rentals ............................. .367-4000

Green Turtle Cay
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental .................. 365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4084
Cruising Cart Rentals ........................................ 365-4065
D & P Cart Rental  ............................................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals ....................................... 365-4119
Kool Karts ........................................................ 365-4176
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................................ 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals ............................................ 375-8055

Guana Cay
Donna Sands Cart Rentals  ............................... 365-5195
Dive Guana Boats & Bikes ................................. 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ..................................... 354-5175

Lubbers Quarters
Cruise Abaco .............................................321-220-8796

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals.................................. 365-6502
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals ................................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ................357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................................... 366-0380
Elbow Cay Cart ................................................. 366-0530
Hope Town Cart Rentals  .................................. 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  .......................................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals .............................. 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................................ 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Adventure on Prozac - Kayak ............................ 365-8749
Blue Marlin Rentals. ......................................... 365-8687
Cash’s Carts ...................................................... 365-8771
Cornish Car Rentals .......................................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................................... 365-8582
Triple J Car Rentals ........................................... 365-8761
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  ............................. 365-8749

Bonefish Guides

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper

(Based on dinner entree range)
+ Picnic tables &  restroom only   ‡ Provides ride from town

Marsh Harbour
Abaco Pizza. ................................$ .................. 367-4488
Anglers ...................................$$$ .................. 367-2158
Curly Tails  ...............................$$$ .................. 367-4444
Golden Grouper    ........................$ .................. 367-2301
Island Family Rest .......................$ .................. 367-3778
Java Coffee House .......................$ .................. 367-5523
Jamie’s Place ...............................$ .................. 367-2880
Junovia’s......................................$...................367-1271
Jib Room  ..................................$$ .................. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............$ .................. 367-2615
Mangoes .................................$$$ .................. 367-2366
Pop’s Place +  ..............................$ .................. 367-3796
Snack Shack + ............................$ .................. 367-4005
Snappas ....................................$$ .................. 367-2278
Wallys  ....................................$$$ .................. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   ..............................$$$ .................. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks ................................$$ .................. 366-0247        
Harbour’s Edge ......................... $$ .................. 366-0087
H T Coffee House (B & L) ..............$ ................. .366-0760
H T Harbour Lodge  ..................$$$ .................. 366-0095
Munchies ....................................$ .................. 366-0423
OnDa Beach ..............................$$ .................. 366-0558
Sea Spray ‡ ...............................$$ .................. 366-0065
Sugar Shack + ............................$ .................. 366-0788

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub ..................................$$ .................. 366-3503

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s .................................$$ .................. 366-3139

Man-O-War
Bradley’s on the Harbour .............$ .................. 365-6380
Dock’n Dine .................................$ .................. 365-6139
Island Treats Snack Bar ................$ .................. 365-6501

 Guana Cay
Baker’s Bay - Market Place ......$$$ .................. 612-1021
Grabbers ...................................$$ .................. 365-5133
Nippers .....................................$$  ................. 365-5143
Orchid Bay ...............................$$$ .................. 365-5175

Treasure Cay
Coco Beach Bar & Grill. ................$ .................. 365-8470
Florence’s Cafe .............................$ ................. .365-8354
Spinnaker Restaurant  .............$$$ .................. 365-8469
Touch of Class   ........................$$$ .................. 365-8195
Treasure Sands Club ................$$$ ................. .365-9385

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House .............................$$$ .................. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro ......................$$ .................. 365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ....................$$$ .................. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill ...................$$ .................. 365-4389
Lizard Bar & Grill........................$$...................365-4191
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ..............$$ .................. 365-4625
Miss Emily’s Restaurant .............$$ .................. 365-4181
New Plymouth Inn ....................$$ .................. 365-4161
Pineapple Restaurant Bar & Grill $$ ................. 365-4039
Plymouth Rock Cafe ..................$$ .................. 365-4234
Shorties Take-a-way...................$$..................365-4342
Sundowners ..............................$$ .................. 365-4060

Sandy Point
Nancy’s......................................$$ .................. 366-4120

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Emergency Services
Police - Marsh Harbour 367-2560   •      911
Police - Hope Town                                                                    366-0667 
Police - Man-O-War                                                                   365-6911
Police - Treasure Cay                                                                  365-8048
Police - Green Turtle Cay                                                          365-4550
B. Electricity Corp 367-2727,   367-2846,   367-4667
Water & Sewerage 475-1499,  475-5518  
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour 367-2000   
Fire -Hope Town    VHF Ch 16   •  Fire - Green Turtle Cay  475-1768 
Fire  - Man-O-War 365-4019
Abaco Crash Fire & Rescue 365-9111
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue Assoc - all areas Marine VHF 16
Hope Town      366-0549         Marsh Harbour    367-3752  
Guana Cay       365-5178        Treasure Cay         365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine, Marsh Harbour .....................367-2295 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic ................................367-0020
Integrated Medical Center ..........................................367-1304
                      Emergency ...............................................458-1234
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ...................................367-0049
Government Clinic,  Marsh Harbour ...........................367-2510
Corbett Clinic, Treasure Cay  ........................................365-8288
Government Clinic, Cooper‘s Town .............................365-0300
Government Clinic, Green Turtle Cay ..........................365-4028
Government Clinic, Hope Town  ..................................366-0108
Government Clinic, Sandy Point .................................366-4010
Government Clinic, Fox Town  .....................................365-2172

Abaco Marinas -  Slips -  Fuel - Phone
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ....................... 45 .........F .........365-4200
Green Turtle Club  .............. 32 .........F .........365-4271
Black Sound Marina .......... 15 .....................365-4531
Other Shore Club ............... 12 .........F .........365-4195
Abaco Yacht Service........... 10 .........F .........365-4033
Leeward Yacht Club............ 26.........F...........365-4191

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina ........ 150 .........F .........365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  .......... 26 .........F .........365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina ...... 183 .........F .........367-2158
Conch Inn .......................... 75 .........F  .........367-4000
Harbour View Marina ........ 36 .........F  .........367-2182
Mangoes Marina ............... 29 .....................367-4255
Marsh Harbour Marina ...... 52 .........F ......... 367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina ............ 16 .....................366-0003
Hope Town Hideaways ................................366-0224
Lighthouse Marina .............. 6 .........F .........366-0154
Sea Spray .......................... 60 .........F .........366-0065

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ........... 75 .........F .........365-0083

Guana Cay
Bakers Bay Marina .......... 158 .........F .........365-5802
Guana Hide-aways ............ 37 .....................577-0003 
Orchid Bay ......................... 64  ........F .........365-5175
Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour ................367-2936
Abaco Neem • Marsh Harbour .........................367-4117
Abaco’s Nature Adventure ...............................577-0004
Adventure on Prozac - T Cay ............................365-8749
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay ......................365-4411
C & C Charters • Treasure Cay ...........................365-8506
Dive Abaco Since 1978 • Marsh Harbour ..........367-2787
Excursion boat, Froggies • Hope Town .............366-0024

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ...........................367-2266
AirGate Aviation - New Smyrna Beach.....................................367-1900
American Eagle - Miami  .....................................................367-2231
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud  ............................367-2095
Regional - Freeport...............................................................367-0446
Silver Airline - Orlando
        Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ..............................................367-3415
Sky Bahamas - Nassau .........................................................367-0996  
Western Air - Nassau  ...........................................................367-3722 

Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Abaco Air ..............................................................................367-2266
Cherokee Air Charters  ........................................................367-3450

Taxi Cab Fares one or two passengers 
Extra $3 for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:   Effective Dec 08
Clinic, Downtown, Stop Light,    ........................................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore close, Ferry  ........................................$15
Spring City ........................................................................................$15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch  .............................$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ..........................................................$20
Snake Cay  ........................................................................................$35
Casuarina Point.................................................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour .............................................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .........................................................................$90
Crossing Rocks ................................................................................$105
Sandy Point  ...................................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Airport, G Turtle ferry ...................................................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$85
Fox Town  ........................................................................................$165

• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ................................................. $ 10 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern  ..........................................$10

Wait time $0.40 per minute, Hourly rate $40 per hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage $0.75 each over two, large bags $1 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective Dec 08
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ...............................................................$10
Madeira Park ....................................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ......................................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort...........................................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .......................................................................................$45
Black Wood  ......................................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ...............................................................$40
Cedar Harbour  .................................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .........................................................................................$70
Mount Hope ....................................................................................  $80
Fox Town  ..........................................................................................$85
Crown Haven  ...................................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  .....................................................................$80

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ..............................................$80
 
Treasure Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour ................................................$85
Treasure Cay Hotel to Green Turtle Ferry ...........................................$25
Treasure Cay Hotel to Blue Hole ........................................................$30

Attractions  
Albert Lowe Museum ................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits ..Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden ....................  Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum .................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Light Station ....................................Hope Town
Swim Mermaid Reef off Marsh Harbour ........ Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole ...........Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry ...................... Little Harbour
Working boatyards .....................................Man-O-War cay

Pocket Beaches
•  Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
•  Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
•  Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
•  Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour

Miles of beach (most exposed to ocean) 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more

Items of interest 
• Man-O-War boat yards • Blackwood blue hole & sisal mill 
• Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need guide 
• Hole-in- Wall lighthouse - last mile very rough road 
• Abaco wild horses by appointment 367-4805 
• Bird watching - ask tourism 367-3067

Bring errors & revisions to our attention
Revised  Dec 2012 

All phones use area code 242 unless noted

www.theabaconian.com

Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour>Hope Town 7:15am 9:00am 10:30am  12:15pm 2:00pm  4:00pm 5:45pm      
  Return: 8:00 am 9:45am 11:30am 1:30pm 3:00pm 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:30pm
Marsh Harbour>Man-O-War   10:30am   12:15pm 2:30pm*   4:00pm   5:45pm
 Return: 8:00am 11:30am 1:30pm 3:15pm* 5:00pm  
Marsh H.>Guana Cay/Scotland cay From Conch Inn 
                   (6:45am - Union Jack Dock) 10:30am  1:30pm  3:30pm 5:45pm
 Return: 8 am 11:30am 2:30pm 4:45pm 6:30pm         
Fare  • Adult prepaid one way $17 / open return $27,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free (Phone after hours 359-6861) 
Note: During the month of August through December there are some adjustments made to the schedule. You are 
advised to contact the office for the changes. 

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128  • VHF Ch 16 •  Ten minute ride
T Cay Airport>Green T Cay 8:30am 10:30am 11:30am 1:30pm 2:30pm 3:30pm 4:30pm*  5:00pm
  Return: 8am 9am 11am 12:15pm 1:30pm 3:00pm 4:30pm* * 
* Note: 4:30 pm trip to GTC not on Sundays                                     ** Note: 4:30 pm trip will be made from New Plymouth only
New Plymouth :One way adult $12 (Children $7) • Round trip $17 (Children $10) • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749 or 375-8123   VHF Ch 16 Charters Available
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday departs 11:00am & returns 3:30 p.m. $50 Round Trip
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Saturday departs 9:30 am,  $60 Round Trip

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah.  Daily       7:00 am    &     2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return  Daily                       8:30 am    &     4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries  Summer Schedule only (April to Dec)
Sandy Point & Nassau Every Friday & Sunday, except holidays,  under 4 hours. Call 225-3376 or 366-4119  
Call for rates.   
The Great Abaco Express  Eco & Historical bus tours • Call 367-2165 or 559-9160

* Not on 
Sundays

or holidays

Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted
Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 30 minutes

Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ...............375-8068
Sidney Albury ............477-5996
Richard Albury ..........367-0367
Terrance Davis ..........375-8550
Buddy Pinder ............366-2163
Justin Sands .............367-3526
Danny Sawyer ..........367-3577
Jay Sawyer ...............367-3941

North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ...477-5037
Alexander Rolle ........365-0120
Edward Rolle ............365-0024
Herbert Thurston ......365-2405

Sandy Point
Valantino Adderley ....366-4323
Anthony Bain ............366-4107
Derek Gaitor .............366-4249
Nicholas Roberts ......366-4486

Treasure Cay
Capt. Joe Pritchard ...559-9117

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury ............... 366-3058

Cherokee 
Noel Lowe ................... 366-2107
Marty Sawyer .............. 366-2115
Randy Sawyer ............ 366-2284
Will Sawyer ................. 366-2177

Crossing Rocks
Tony Russell ............... 366-3259

Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer ................ 365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer ........... 365-4070

Hope Town
Maitland Lowe ............ 366-0234
Tom Albury .................. 366-3141

Man-O-War
David Albury ............... 365-6502

Charter Fishing Boats
Lucky Strike - Hope Town .....................366-0101
Sea Gull - Hope Town ...........................366-0266
A Salt Weapon - Hope Town .................366-0245
Down Deep ...........................................366-3143
Local Boy ..............................................366-0528 
Back Breaker ........................................365-5140

Dental Services
Agape Family Dental, Marsh Harbour..........................367-4355
Diamante Dental, Marsh Harbour................................367-4968
Man O War Dental Clinic..............................................365-6508

Pharmacy
Abaco Island Pharmacy, Marsh Harbour......................367-2544
Chemist shoppe, Marsh Harbour.................................367-3106

Veterinary
Caribbean Veterinary Centre, Marsh Harbour..............367-3551
Island Veterinary Clinic, Marsh Harbour......................367-0062



Page 24     Section A       The Abaconian   June 15, 2013

Insurance Management

Never start your
engine without us!

When it comes to
Auto Insurance,
remember the
smart choice is

Insurance Management.
Smart people
you can trust.

AUTO INSURANCE

INSURANCE MANAGEMENT
(BAHAMAS) LIMITED. INSURANCE BROKERS & AGENTS

email: info@imbabaco.com

Nassau
Rosetta Street
P.O.Box SS-6283

Tel: (242) 394-5555
Fax: (242) 323-6520

Freeport
1, Pioneer’s Way
P.O.Box F-42541

Tel: (242) 350-3500
Fax: (242) 350-3510

Abaco
Queen Elizabeth Dr.

P.O.Box AB-20666
Tel: (242) 367-4204
Fax: (242) 367-4206

Eleuthera
Queen’s Highway

P.O.Box EL-25190
Tel: (242) 332-2862
Fax: (242) 332-2863

Exuma
Queen’s Highway

P.O.Box SS-6283
Tel: (242) 336-2304
Fax: (242) 336-2305
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PM speaks at ECC graduation

Sandy Point youth 
enjoy organized 
weekend of fun

By Jennifer Hudson
The first Sandy Point Youth Weekend 

took place during the weekend of May 31 –
June 2. According to one of the organizers, 
Valeria Lightbourne, this was a real com-
munity effort by people of the area want-
ing to provide positive activities for the 
children. “We were shocked at the number 
of supporters who turned out. The young 
people are obviously looking for things to 
do,” she stated. 

The event was open to all school 
children from Sandy Point and was orga-
nized by a committee comprised of mem-
bers from Sandy Point’s three churches: 
St. Martin’s Anglican Church, Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church and the Assemblies of God 
Church. The theme for the three day event 
was ‘Uniting Our Community One Youth 
at a Time.’

The children were divided into three 
teams for all of the weekend activities – 
Blue Marlins, Yellow Elder and Sting 
Rays. Several competitions were held with 
Blue Marlins emerging as the overall win-
ner with Sting Rays in second place and 
Yellow Elder coming in third. 

Please see Weekend           Page 2

On June 10, 2013 Every Child Counts graduated 13 students. The key note speaker of the event was Prime Minister Christie. Mr. Christie spoke of his own struggles and encour-
aged the children to never give up. Mr. Christie has a special needs child and so has been a long-time supporter of the school. He commended Principal Lyn Major and the school’s 
faculty and community supporters, saying the school is a model that should be replicated throughout the country. For the full story see page 8.

Above: some Sandy Point youth proudly displaying their medals won during the Youth Weekend which took place May 31-June 2.
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ABACO REAL EST

School & Youth News
Activities began on the Friday night 

with a Bible quiz and speech competition 
held at the Assemblies of God Church. 
The topic for the speech competition was 
‘The contribution to the community by 
the elders of Sandy Point’. The children 
chose the person they would like to talk 
about from such stalwarts as Captain Er-
nest Dean, Theophilus Thompson, Virgie 
Lightbourne and Lottie Pinder. 

Winners in the speech competition 
were:

Grades 7-9
-1. Dominique Miller
-2.  Kaisha Pinder
Grades 10-12
-1. O.J. Scott
-2.  Zino Delancy
-3.  Lynette Burrows
Winners in the talent competition 

were:
Grades 1-3:  Sting Rays
Grades 4-6: Yellow  Elder 
Grades 7-9: Blue Marlin
Grades 10-12: Blue Marlin
Winners of the Bible quiz were:
Grades 1-3:
-1. Sting Rays
-2. Blue Marlins   
-3. Yellow Elders
Grades 4-6:
-1. Yellow Elders  
-2. Blue Marlins   
-3. Sting Rays
The children enjoyed a surprise ap-

pearance by guest performer D.J. Coun-
selor. 

Weekend                   From Page 1

On Saturday the scheduled program 
had to be modified due to heavy rain. The 
float parade was postponed and all the chil-
dren were taken to the Sandy Point Com-
munity Centre for a day of fun and games.  
The rain did not dampen anyone’s spirits 
and a great day of fellowship and food was 
enjoyed by all. 

The float parade was held on Sunday 
from the government dock to Mount Zion 

Baptist Church where a service was held 
with presentation of awards. The overall 
winner for the entire weekend was Blue 
Marlins followed by Sting Rays and then 
Yellow Elder. 

“The first annual Sandy Point Youth 
Weekend was a great success and everyone 
is now looking forward to the next one,” 
stated Valeria Lightbourne.

Above: members of the Blue Marlin team were victorious at the end of Sandy Point’s 
Youth Weekend. Organizers intend this to be the start of an annual event.

Fifteen Graduates 
participated in 

Agape’s Eleventh 
Commencement Exercise

By Mirella Santillo
Entering the auditorium through the 

center, fifteen graduates made their en-
trance. One by one they marched under 
the approving eyes of dignitaries such as 
Edison Key, MP for South Abaco and 
his wife Kathleen, Administrator Preston 
Cunningham, and District Superintendent 
of Education, Dr. Lenora Black.

During a long ceremony that took 
place during the evening of June 1, 2013, 
Agape Christian School celebrated its Elev-
enth Commencement Exercise. Following 
the invocation by Kevin Sawyer, the father 
of one of the graduates, and the welcome 
address by Salutatorian Ebony Bass, the 
MC, Troy Albury proceeded to announce 
the individual achievements of each gradu-
ate.  Many were awarded for maintaining 
an A average in Bible Memory. They all 
made the Good Behavior Honour Roll and 
nearly the whole class was rewarded for 
perfect attendance. 

Agassi Sounders was mentioned for 
being the most improved student of grade 
12.

They were addressed by Zaly Chu, 
one of their home room teachers, who jok-
ingly commented on the personalities of 
her students and advised the parents to lis-
ten to their children. 

“Kids will be kids no matter where 
you go, but they need to be heard,” she 

Please see Agape                Page 4
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said, before emotionally congratulating her 
students.

The Principal, Cecile M. Albury, 
presented the awards to the two Salutato-
rians, Ebony Bass and Michaela Roberts 
and to the Valedictorian and Head Pre-
fect, Brieonna Russell. In her address to 
the audience, Brieonna reminisced on the 
past school year, gave advice to the class, 
and told her friends how much she will 
miss them. She announced that she would 
be traveling to Ecuador to represent Miss 
Teen Bahamas Earth before going to col-
lege in Tallahassee next January. She ex-
pressed her gratitude to her parents and the 
school faculty for their support during the 
school year.

The subject awards were presented 
by Deputy Head of High School, Kathy 
Sawyer. Brieonna placed first in Art, Bi-
ology, Computer Science, Literature and 
Language. She also received the mention 
of outstanding student in Science Com-
bined.  Ebony Bass also competed in a 
beauty pageant, placing second in the Miss 
Abaco Pageant. She gathered quite a few 
second places academically also, in Art, 
Religious Study, Bookkeeping, Language, 
Mathematics and History. 

The winners in Physical Education 
were Jaron Cornish, one of the top five 
basketball players in the country, and Ash-
ton Forbes. Both students will be continu-
ing their studies on scholarships. Jaron, a 
Mount Hope resident who commuted to 
school every day and managed to be at the 
very top of his class in Mathematics and 
Bookkeeping, will be going to college in 
Florida on a basketball scholarship. 

School & Youth News
Agape                         From Page 2

Ashton Forbes will also go to school 
in the United States on a Track & Field and 
Football scholarship.

Another student to be mentioned was 
Perkell Collie. Perkell placed first in Com-
bined Science, second in Computer Sci-
ence and first in Geography.

Students who made the Honor Roll 
were Jaron Cornish and Christopher Saw-
yer.

Chante Bassden, Ebony Bass, Perkell 
Collie, Michaela Roberts and Brieonna 
Russell made the Super Honour Roll, 
maintaining an A average during the entire 
school year.

Ms. Albury and Ms. Sawyer deliv-
ered a teary Administrators’s address un-
der the theme, “Pressing On to the High 
Calling,” inviting the audience to, “cel-
ebrate our graduates, hailing from Sandy 
Point, Bahama Palm Shores, Man O War 
Cay, Marsh Harbour, Dundas and Murphy 
Town, Green Turtle Cay, Cooper’s Town 
and Mount Hope.” 

A former teacher, Steven Bill, was 

the keynote speaker.  He compared peo-
ple’s lives to a good book, which to be 
interesting must comprise four elements: 
it must have a character that we want to 
cheer, that principal character has to want 
something worthy not just materialistic, 
there has to be conflict or opposition, and 
finally a resolution.

“Tonight, you are living the reso-
lution”, he told them. “Four years from 
now, you will be receiving a Bachelor’s 
degree or perhaps be in school in Thailand. 
Create a scene in your mind of what it will 
look like.”

The third and fourth place students, 
Christopher Sawyer and Jaron Cornish 
presented the vote of thanks inviting the 
teachers to the stage to receive apprecia-
tion gifts.

As students joined their parents and 
their teachers in the audience, there were 
many hugs and tears. Tears of joy celebrat-
ing accomplishments, but also of sadness 
as the occasion meant the end of a life 
chapter and an upcoming separation.

Above: Agape’s graduating class of 2013.

GGYA’s Bronze 
Completion Award 
presented to twenty 

six students
By Mirella Santillo

On the evening of June 4, twenty 
six students from three local schools- SC 
Bootle, Abaco Central High School and 
Forest Heights Academy- were awarded 
their Governor General’s Youth Award 
(GGYA) Bronze Completion. 

The ceremony took place at St. John 
the Baptist Parish Hall in front of a full au-
dience of parents, teachers and dignitaries.

Orchestrated by Unit Leader and 
Principal of Forest Heights Academy, 
James Richard, the evening proceeded 
with the singing of the National Anthem, 
a prayer and a welcome address by Ever-
ette Mackey, Treasurer, GGYA National 
Council.

Three students from Forest Heights 
Academy, six students from Abaco Central 
High School and seventeen youths from SC 
Bootle High School, proudly received their 
certificates of completion.

Administrator Preston Cunningham, 
who was the guest speaker, praised the 
value of the program, saying that the chil-
dren’s involvement in GGYA will bring 
change for good in the areas where they 
live. He also praised the people responsible 
for bringing GGYA to Abaco.

“I hope this program will go a long 
way in instilling in you a sense of respon-
sibility and self-motivation.” he told the 

Please see GGYA               Page 5
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Ron-Paul Cabinets Plus Visit our Showroom Located 
Opposite the old Lowe’s PharmacyOwner’s: Ronnie & Pauline Roberts

Phone: (242) 367-0546

BOOKCASES
TODDLER BEDS

BABY CRIBS
4 DRAWER CHEST

ADIRONDACK CHAIRS
WOODEN & METAL BUNK BEDS

CARPET & PADDING
MATTRESS, BOX SPRINGS  & FRAMES

7 MM LAMINATE FLOORING & PADDING

King Orthopedic Mattress 
was $445.00 now $400.00

Man-O-War Hardware
Non-Corrosive Hardware

An Extensive Selection of 
Brass, Stainless & Monel

Bolts, Nails & Screws
Hinges & Barrel Bolts

Stainless Steel 
Hurricane Clips

#1 Lumber
Plain & Pressure Treated

Pine, Fir, Cypress
Teak & Mahogany

Interior, Exterior
& Marine

PLYWOOD

For quotes or information
Call Walter Sweeting l Arthur Elden

Man-O-War Cay, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 365-6011 l  Fax (242) 365-6039

School & Youth News
children, adding that he was happy at hav-
ing to hand them out them their  awards.

The ceremony continued with a video 
presentation relating the history of GGYA, 
beginning with its creation in Nassau in 
1987 and its expansion to other islands of 
the archipelago. There are now forty nine 
units in The Bahamas with 1,658 active 
participants. 

The organization celebrated its twen-
ty fifth anniversary in 2012.

The National Executive Director, De-
nise Mortimer, acknowledged each group 
leader by name. Besides Mr. Richard, also 
present were Michelle Bailey, leader of 
the Abaco Central High School group, and 
Kalwashan, leader of the SC Bootle contin-
gent. She praised them for their dedication 
and thanked all the volunteers who helped 
with the program. She then organized pho-
to-taking, having each school’s students 
posing with their leader, the administrator 
and members of the delegation from Nas-
sau.

To receive the Bronze Award, the 
students were required to participate for 
three months in physical recreation, in skill 
activities for three months; to enter an ad-
venturous journey of two days- one night 
hiking for 15 miles or more and camping; 
to do community service for three months 
and keep a diary, plus another three 
months in either physical recreation, skill 
or service.

GGYA                         From Page 4

Above: some of Abaco’s GGYA students with leaders and dignitaries during the award 
ceremony on June 4. The Bronze Completion Award entails months of demonstrating dif-
ferent skills including hiking, camping and community service.

Kiwanis Club hosts 
Leadership Training

By Samantha Evans
The Kiwanis Club of Abaco, under 

the direction of the Secretary, Neulessa 
Major, held their first leadership confer-
ence on June 1 at the Treasure Cay Com-
munity Center.  The training was held 
for Kiwanis students and children and the 
Community Key Clubs of Abaco Central 
High, St. Francis de Sales and S. C. Bootle 
High Schools. 

There were 20 high school students 
and 25 primary school kids.  President of 
the Abaco Kiwanis Club, William Davis, 
was in attendance and brought remarks. He 
stated that the Community Key Clubs will 
be chartered in the new school year along 
with the start of the “Reset 242 Program” 
here on the island. 

Leading the training seminar was The 
Kiwanis District Youth Administrator, 
Melford Clark. He was assisted by Joan 
Knowles-Turnquest President-Elect for the 
Kiwanis Club of Cable Beach and “K-kids” 
of Oakes Field Primary.  The presenters 
explained the structure of both clubs, the 
awards they can receive and competitions 
they can take part in, as well as the role of 
each executive officer. 

The seminar ended with a luncheon at 
the public beach. In attendance were Cindy 
Hollingsworth, Cecil Simon, Cindy Lowe, 
Enzil Cooper, Christine Brown, and Paul 
Knowles - the club advisors. 

Twelve graduate from 
Long Bay High School

By Samantha Evans
“Follow Your Dreams,” was the 

theme chosen by the 2013 Graduating 
Class of Long Bay School. Their gradu-
ation was held on June 6 at 7pm at the 
school. It began on time with the proces-
sion of graduates and teachers followed by 
the prayer and welcome. 

Afterwards, the Grade 6 graduates 
sang R. Kelly’s “I Believe I Can Fly.” Jac-
queline Collie, school principal, then gave 
her address which included her giving a 
charge to the graduates. She stated that 
over the years she has gotten to know each 
of them and know that they are courageous 
with their own personal stories to tell. She 
encouraged them to have a game plan as 
they begin their new career path. 

She reminded them that they will 
make mistakes in their careers and life but 
they need to figure out how to handle set-
backs. Education is that vehicle that will 
get them back on track. 

Before the guest speaker engaged the 
students, the Grade 12 graduates sang Kirk 
Franklin’s new song “Smile.” Following 
their song, Pastor and President of South 
Bahamas Conference of Seventh Day Ad-
ventist, Paul Scavella, spoke to the Grade 
12 graduating class. He told them that the 
song they sang is most fitting as the world 
has changed and is now a very complicated 
place. Further, God wants them to smile 
so he appealed to them not to let anyone 
steal their joy. 

He encouraged each of them to attend 
college as it will increase their chances of 
having the type of life they desire and open 
more doors for employment. He gave them 
four principles that will keep them smiling 
and that were exemplified by Daniel before 
he became successful. He explained each 
of the principles to the graduates. 

He told them to know their purpose, 
pray, have perception then God will bless 
them with power. He told them that once 
they find their purpose they will have 
peace. Prayer is an intimate talk with God 
while allowing him to talk back.  He stated 

that they will need to have a discerning 
spirit which they can develop with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. Finally, once they have 
the first three “Ps” God will endow them 
with power once they can prove that they 
can handle it wisely.  

The class salutatorian, Ashley Ara-
nha, and valedictorian, Aleisha Gomez, 
gave their speeches followed by the distri-
bution of awards.  Ashley expressed grati-
tude to the parents and teachers and Alei-
sha reflected on the friendships they have 
made and the memories they will cherish. 
The graduates received awards for excel-
lence and improvement in core as well as 
specialty subjects based on their grade 12 
academic performance. 

Aleisha Gomez received the valedic-
torian award based on her accumulative 
Grade Point Average (GPA) for grades 
10 through 12 but Ashley Aranha received 
the highest GPA Award for grade 12. The 
Character Award was given to Darlene 
Anee, Issachar Baillou and Toniska Rus-
sell. The Raising the Bar Award was given 
to Toniska Russell, Ashley Aranha, Dar-
lene Anee and Richa Munroe. 

The head boy and head girl received 
awards for their service and the graduates 
received their high school diploma. The 
grade six students received their awards 
for this school year and special awards of 
distinction. Samuel Collie was recognized 
for being named the student of the year 
for his school and receiving $1000 Award 
from the Primary School Student of the 
Year Foundation in New Providence. 

The names of the 2013 graduates are: 
Darlene Anee-graduate with special hon-
ours, Ashley Aranha-Deputy Head Girl 
and graduate with distinction, Issachar 
Baillou-Deputy Head Boy and graduate 
with special honors, Deante Bain-graduate 
with honours, Khandisha Bain-graduate 
with special honours, Mauria Etienne-
graduate with honours, Lusemra Gay, 
Aleisha Gomez-graduate with distinction, 
Richa Munroe-graduate with honours, 
Toniska Russell-Head Girl and graduate 
with distinction, Ozeke Swain-graduate 
with honours, and Mark Wright-Head Boy 
and graduate with special honours.
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The Abaco’s

National Workers Health Plan-Integrated Medical Clinic along with the Millers School of Medicine, Baptist Hospital 
of South Florida and the Tennet Group of hospitals have joined in an exciting Partnership for the purpose of 
providing quality affordable Health Care services to the Abaco’s citizens and Residents.

With the growth in population and the present dramatic increase in Touristic development, The Partners to this 
arrangement are confident that the immediate and future needs of the Abacos can be adequately met.

The Partners are committed to excellence in service, patient’s satisfaction and medical experience that will be the 
hallmark for all members who come into our program.

The Partners look forward to having a lifelong relationship based on patient satisfaction and best medical 
practice.

For affordability, quality choice with excellent coverage at a competitive price, NWHP is your premier choice for a 
Healthcare Network now and into the future.

NWHP Network Abaco Location
One Place Bay Street
Marsh Harbour, Abaco                                                                     
Telephone: (242) 367-2263                  
                        (242) 357-8494
            (242) 357-7857     

“Come under the shelter of NWHP & IMC”

Why NWHP and IMC?

National Workers Health Plan and 
Integrated Medical Centre Partners with 
Baptist Hospital of South Florida 
1(786) 596-1960

Tennet Group of Hospitals
1(561) 844-6300
The Millers School of Medicine
1 (305) 243-4000

School & Youth News
Bahamas Union of 

Teachers members bid 
farewell to Area Vice 

President

By Samantha Evans
On Saturday June 1, the Bahamas 

Union of Teachers (B.U.T.) held a Teach-
er Appreciation Luncheon at Bahama Palm 
Beach in Treasure Cay. At this time, they 
also said farewell to outgoing Area Vice 
President for the Northern Bahamas, 
Yolanda Curry, who will not be seeking 
re-election. 

The atmosphere was jovial as many 
teachers were in attendance for the func-
tion. Ronnie Henderson gave a special trib-
ute to Ms. Curry and thanked her for being 
such a wonderful friend, teacher and Area 
Vice President. Union President Belinda 
Wilson took time to give remarks stating 
that Ms. Curry was very passionate about 
this role and did her best to keep teachers 
informed of what was happening nation-
wide with the union. 

She thanked her for being such a 
great person to work with and wished her 
all the best in her role as Principal of Fox 
Town Primary School. She also took the 
time to ask teachers for their support dur-
ing the upcoming B.U.T. elections. 

Stephen Mcphee, leader of the Resto-
ration Alliance was also in attendance and 
praised Ms. Curry for a job well done. He 
stated that he knows that she will continue 
to excel as Principal of her school and sup-
port the B.U.T. as a member.  

As a part of this celebration, the teach-
ers sang and socialized over a scrumptious 
meal. The event began at noon and ended 
around 3pm.  

Abaconian graduates 
summa cum laude 

from Palm 
Beach Atlantic

By Samantha Evans
Twenty-one year old Taj Anderson 

graduated summa cum laude from Palm 
Beach Atlantic University with a 4.0 Grade 
Point Average on May 4, having completed 
the Bachelor’s Degree Program in Biology 
in three years. According to his mother 
Marcia Roberts, Taj has always been an 
excellent student. He graduated from For-
est Heights Academy as Valedictorian and 
continued that excellent streak when he 
went away to college. 

She added that the professors at his 
college were so fond of her son that they 
did not want to see him leave but if he is to 
become a medical doctor, his journey must 
continue. Due to his outstanding academic 
achievements, Taj is now being sought af-
ter by many colleges and universities but 
his Ms. Roberts believes that he will attend 
the University of the West Indies to pursue 
his medical degree. She is proud of her son 
and knows that whatever college or univer-
sity he selects that he will do well.  

Taj received the QEP award for tak-
ing more classes than required for his pro-
gram and “Who is Who” honours while at 
Palm Beach Atlantic University.  

Miss Teen Bahamas 
Galaxy donates to 

Every Child Counts
By Samantha Evans

Aisha Jones, Miss Teen Bahamas 
Galaxy, made a donation of a Wooden 
Loom she made to Every Child Counts. 
This wooden loom was made for her BGC-
SE last year along with some other pieces 
for which she received an “A.” 

When she visited the school the day 
before to speak with the students, she no-
ticed that they made a lot of items, one of 
which had the Cancer Awareness Logo 
affixed to it so she told the high school 
students that she would donate her piece 
to the school as she too promotes Cancer 
Awareness. 

She presented the wooden loom to 
Principal Lyn Major who loved the cre-
ativity and size of the piece stating that it 
will be hung in the Art Department to in-
spire the students to continue letting their 
creative juices flow. 

ACHS students 
celebrate their heritage 
through Arts and Crafts

By Mirella Santillo
Following the theme, “Celebrating 

our Native Heritage,” the art teacher at 
Abaco Central High School, Stacia Pitt, 
asked her students to create pieces that 
were decorative and functional using at 
least 50 percent natural materials. The 
teacher had them build a loom that was 

used to create woven decorative hanging 
works and smaller pieces used to accent 
other creations. 

Drift wood, shells, coconut bark and 
other coconut parts as well as recycled jean 
fabric were found in the compositions.

20 students took the BGCSE examina-
tion, with 14 of them manufacturing craft 
items and the other six expressing their 
artistic talent through drawing and paint-
ing. Of the 12 students taking the BJC, two 
opted for crafts and nine for drawing and 
painting. The craft pieces were displayed 
in the class room. An examiner came to 
Abaco from Nassau at the end of May to 
look at them and grade them. 

Each student had their own display 
corner to show their work, work that dem-
onstrated a lot of imagination not only in 
the illustration of the theme but also in 
the use of the material they chose. Britney 
McHardy recycled plastic spoons that she 
painted a deep pink color that reminded her 
of spring, to create three round frames, 
one containing a photo of herself, another 
a capital letter B and the third a mirror. 
The title: Spring Reflection.

Cloder St. Fleur used zinc that he 
painted in gold, using nails to carve the 
details of two sun masks. Cloder became 
an A student, a feat that Ms. Pitt attributed 
to the young man finding himself through 
creativity. He achieved the top of his 
group in calligraphy and was praised for 
it. She explained that when he discovered 
his potential through art, his attitude and 
academic achievement changed completely 
for the better.

Please see Crafts               Page  7
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The students were very appreciative 
of Kenneisha Mackey for having the vision 
to come to Abaco to offer these classes. 
Three of them completed the Nail Techni-
cian class and four of them received their 
certificates as Beauticians. In an interview 
with some of the students, they shared 
their experience. 

Valencia Cornish, Nail Technician, 
stated that she always loved fashion and art 
and was giving herself pedicures since she 
was young. When these classes were ad-
vertised she decided to take full advantage 
of the opportunity. She learned to design 
nails and to apply acrylic properly. 

Rymrih Nairn, Beautician, stated that 
she was doing hair since she was 13 years 
old. Rymrih said Ms. Mackey is a godsend 
as she came to help her finish her dream. 
She learned to finish a style properly in-
cluding weave, bond and curl. Further, 
she learned to become a professional. 

According to Ms. Mackey, when 
the classes started they had orientation 
where the ladies got to know each other 
and learned about what to expect over the 
next eight weeks. They learned the theory 
of hair and nail but the classes were hands 
on. She was impressed with the students 
as they learned quickly, especially since 
some of them of them were exposed to hair 
and nails already. 

Some of them struggled, but she was 
able to correct their mistakes and teach 
them proper techniques. As they worked, 
she watched to ensure that they were neat 
with the work. She added that some of the 
beauticians are doing such excellent work 
that they are doing better work than some 

Quality Star Auto Service Station And Garage
Don MacKay Blvd., Marsh Harbour

THE PLACE FOR YOUR ENTIRE
AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK NEEDS

We stock a wide variety of parts and tyres.
If you need an item that is not in stock, we will quickly import it for you

Open  7 am - 7 pm Monday thru Thursday

 7 am - 8 pm Friday and Saturday
 Tel: (242) 367-2979

Tied-dyed fabric was a media fa-
voured by a couple of girls, Britney 
McHardy among them. Her beach outfit 
came first in an exhibition sponsored by 
the Ministry of Education in Nassau. The 
other, Christian Adderley, tie-dyed a cot-
ton bed cover. Papier-mâché was favored 
by 12 grader Francly Joseph who made a 
large flower pot with processed newspaper.

Drift wood was used in a lot of com-
positions; it was often painted or varnished 
and decorated with leaves, shells or other 
natural items. Charlton Walker saw an ele-
phant in a large driftwood piece and turned 
it into a table.

Amanda Timothy wove a decorative 
hanging piece. She made a broom with 
reeds and decorated the handle with beans. 
Beans were also used by other students as 
decorative accents.

Fabric and natural fiber hats were 
also displayed. Artwork would not be com-
plete at Abaco Central High School if it 
did not include Junkanoo pieces. Two of 
those were created by Cloder St. Fleur and 
Britney Thervil, their bright colour illumi-
nating the class room. 

Too many other creations to mention 
besides the ones described were exposed 
in the classroom, all worthy of praise. The 
students will find out their grades in Au-
gust.

School & Youth News

G.I.F.T.E.D in Christ 
launches self-esteem 

building program 
for young women

By Samantha Evans
G.I.F.T.E.D. In Christ is a girls 

program ran by Sister Bertlyn Linden and 
Sister Theodora Fernander of Friendship 
Tabernacle Church in Central Pines. They 
are presently in the middle of a curriculum 
called Young Ladies of Character: Re-
storing the Princess Ministries. This cur-

riculum is designed to teach young ladies 
how to live a lifestyle based upon biblical 
standards.

It is a curriculum for female adoles-
cents with the purpose of building their 
self-esteem, encouraging them to maxi-
mize their education, value their youth and 
integrity, and cultivate etiquette and good 
manners. There are approximately 36 girls 
enrolled in this curriculum from grades 
eight to twelve and the leaders are hoping 
to host a tea party, career day and a Royal 
Ball later in the year. 

To do this, they will need some spon-
sors for the young ladies. To assist in this 
effort, they launched the Honourary God-
mother/Godfather Program. This sponsor-
ship will enable them to assist the young 
ladies with the purchase of their gown, 
glass slippers, rhinestone pin, Bible Prin-
cess Tiara and certificates. 

This sponsorship will make a huge 
difference in the lives of girls, and help 
them feel like Cinderella for a day, or a 
lifetime. They meet every Thursday at 
5:30pm, and the program is open to girls 
ages 5-19. They have an enrollment of 75-
80 girls weekly. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
platinum, gold, silver, or general support-
er, please contact Bertlyn Linden at 465-
5570, Theodora Fernander at 458-7262 or 
Rosemary Thompson at 475-9898.

Crafts                         From Page 6

Seven graduate 
with certificates in 

hair and nails
By Samantha Evans

Seven women graduated from Pure 
Hair and Nails Beauty Classes on June 1 
at 7pm. The ceremony was held at Vic-
tory Tabernacle Church in Murphy Town. 
The classes were held in Dundas Town at 
the former Heal Our Land Bookstore and 
began on Wednesday February 27, 2013. 
The classes were held two days out of the 
week for two hours each evening. 

professionals do. The next course for them 
will be an advanced one, but she will be 
offering another beginners class scheduled 
to begin on June 24. 

At the graduation, a hair and nail 
show was held which gave the graduates 
an opportunity to showcase their talents. 
Each of them had three models. 

Pastor Kevin Grant, the pastor of the 
instructor, from Nassau was the speaker. 

He encouraged the women to begin 
operating in their craft immediately. He 
prayed over them so that sickness and 
negative thoughts would remain at bay and 
they can prosper. 

The graduates were: Adeline Lou-
issaint-Beautician, Rymrih Mara Nairn-
Beautician, Valine Swain-Nail Technician, 
Kenneisha Seymour, Valencia Cornish-
Nail Technician, Shanna Petit-Beautician, 
and Pricilla McIntosh-Beautician. 

The most outstanding Nail Techni-
cian Award went to Valine Swain, the 
most Outstanding Beautician Award went 
to Shanna Petit, the Most Unique Award 
went to Priscilla McIntosh and Kenneisha 
Seymour, Valine Swain and Valencia Cor-
nish got the Most Improved Award, and 
Rymrih Mara Nairn and Kenneisha Sey-
mour got the Teacher’s Award. 

Four partial scholarships were given 
out at the graduation. Valine Swain and 
Kennesiha Seymour received the advanced 
nail art partial scholarship and Priscilla 
McIntosh and Shanna Petit received the 
partial scholarship for advanced cutting. 
A random partial scholarship drawing was 
held and it was won by Tamar Roberts who 
decided to use it for the make-up classes. 
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School & Youth News

By Mirella Santillo
In the presence of the Right Hon. 

Perry Christie and accompanying dignitar-
ies, thirteen students graduated from Every 
Child Counts. The Commencement Exer-
cise took place in the morning of June 10 at 
St Francis de Sales Catholic Church.

After the entrance of the Prime Min-
ister and his entourage and the procession 
of the graduates, who entered two at a 
time following tempo steps, the ceremony 
proceeded with the usual singing of the 
National Anthem and Pledge. An open-
ing prayer was led by David Cote and the 
welcome address was brought by MC, 
Vernelle Carey.

Graduations for the children and par-
ents of ECC are always emotional, but the 
June 10 ceremony was made even more so 

by the down- to- earth address of the Prime 
Minister who related his own struggle with 
his son as a parent of a special child.

As he stepped towards the podium, 
the Prime Minister went over to the gradu-
ates, congratulating them one by one. He 
then started his speech by acknowledging 
Lyn Major, saying that there was a place 
in Heaven for her. 

He went on and narrated how he had 
been expelled from high school after two 
years of attendance. Noting how at the time 
learning disorders were not understood as 
well as they are today, he expressed his 
gratitude towards the people who believed 
in him and made him believe in himself. 

“As a result, look where I am today.” 
said Mr. Christie.

He introduced the members of his en-

ECC graduates 13 with visit from Prime Minister

tourage one by one, explaining that among 
them were parents of special children. He 
explained that he intended to use ECC as 
a model for a school that was being built 
in Nassau.

“You have a model that should be an 
example and a guide as to what could be 
achieved,” he told Ms. Major, mention-
ing also the Training Center that was being 
built as an extension to Every Child Counts 
School.

He then addressed the graduates, let-
ting them know that he was aware that they 
had worked exceptionally hard to get their 
diplomas. 

“I know that you have exceptional 
gifts to share,” said the Prime Minister. 
“Whatever your gifts, I encourage you to 
use them and share them. People may call 
you disabled, but your achievement proves 
that you are very able,” he assured them.

During his address, Prime Minister 
Christie praised the support of the Abaco 
community towards the school. He com-

mended the teachers and the people who 
had committed to assist the ones who were 
weak, among them the owner of Emerald 
Organics Ltd. Farm for training students 
in farming. 

He promised to put in place a facil-
ity where special children would be main-
tained and occupied.

“I am here to support you,” he said, 
explaining that the Government was work-
ing closely with Reach and the Dawn Syn-
drome Association in order to support cen-
ters in the Family Islands.

He acknowledged the help of the 
Catholic Diocese which provided the land 
where ECC is located and where the school 
in New Providence will be.

Following the address of the Prime 
Minister, teacher Marsden Lawley intro-
duced the Salutatorians: Carlos Pinder and 
Calvin Pinder and Valedictorian, Richia 
Wright. He explained why each student 
was deserving of their award, describing 
their personalities and qualities.

Ms. Major then thanked the Prime 
Minister and the other dignitaries for at-
tending and announced that two students, 
Blake Russell and Calvin Pinder, were 
already working as apprentices with the 
further possibility of employment. She 
mentioned how rewarding her experience 
had been working with the students, say-
ing “we are experiencing our humanity be-
cause of them.” 

After each students had received their 
award certificates, handed out to them by 
the Prime Minister and District Superin-
tendent for Education, Dr. Lenora Black, 
the ceremony ended with Pastor Earlyn 
Baillou’s remarks and closing prayer.

Above: in an emotional performance, some of the graduates’ former classmates sing an 
encouraging piece of music .

Above: The Rt. Hon. Perry Christie with valedictorian, Richia Wright (left), and Latonya 
Moss (right) at Every Child Counts graduation ceremony.
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S p o r t s

By Canishka Alexander
26 athletes from Central Abaco Pri-

mary School participated in the 31st An-
nual Frank “Pancho” Rahming Primary 
School Track and Field Championships 
from May 22-24.  Their fourth year com-
peting, Coach Geoffrey Victor was pleased 
to announce that the athletes returned to 
Abaco with eight medals.

The medals were comprised of two 
gold medals, three silver, and three bronze 
medals. Selecting a few of the star athletes 
on the team, Coach Victor encouraged 
them to talk about their experience at the 
track meet.

CAPS athletes secure eight medals 
at Nassau track meet

Iesha Green placed first in the 75 me-
ters and 400 meters. Tyriq Moss competed 
in the high jump and softball throw, and 
placed second in both events. Moss’ team-
mate, James Delia, ran in the 100 meters 
and 200 meters. Meanwhile, Shavante 
Roberts participated in the 100 meters, 200 
meters and long jump. She placed first in 
the running events, and third in the long 
jump. Like Aisha, Daelyn Delancy ran in 
the 75 meters and 400 meters, and came 
second overall. Finally, there was Elta 
Charles, who participated in the shot put 
event, and captured the gold.

Elta recalled how far one of the fe-
male athletes threw the shot put, so she 
knew she had to step up her game.

“The first time I did it, and then a 
next girl she threw it so far, so I was like 
– ‘Ok, that’s how you want it?’ And then 
the third time when I did it, Mr. Victor 
was cheering for me, and I did it,” Elta 
beamed. “I sent it 87 meters,”

Mr. Victor was also proud and said 
that it was Elta’s first time competing and 
she ended up winning a gold medal. He 
thanked those who supported the students 
for the trip. Fred Gottlieb, Dr. George 
Charite, Maxwell’s Supermarket and Lo-
cal Government.

“We had people come on board and 
we’re grateful and we’re thankful to them 
for giving our future athletes a shot at com-
peting at this level,” Mr. Victor said.

Above: some of the twenty six athletes from Central Abaco Primary School who competed 
in the Track & Field Championship in Nassau during May. Their Coach, Geoffrey Vis-
tor, was pleased with their performances, which resulted in bringing home eight medals.

Baseball season closes 
on Abaco, players head 
to nationals in Freeport 

By Canishka Alexander
On June 1, Coach George Mills, 

Youth Baseball Association of Abaco 
(Y.B.A.A.) president, asked all players to 
report to the Murphy Town Ballfield for 
the final games of the season. Three games 
were scheduled, and a brief presentation 
was given after each game was completed 
to present participants with certificates and 
medals.

Coach Mills called on Juanyette Cur-
ry, a parent, and Coach Marvin Pritchard 

Above: NABA and YBAA 9-10 players pose after the game.

Please see Baseball           Page 10



Page 10     Section B      The Abaconian   June 15, 2013

to execute a dual first pitch, and then it 
was on to baseball action. T-ball and coach 
pitch players led off with the first game, 
and their game was followed by the 9 to 
10-year-old players. The final game fea-
tured 11-15 year-old players. In the 9 to 
10-year-old and 11 to 15-year-old divi-
sions, the North Abaco Baseball teams 
played against the Y.B.A.A. teams. Fi-

S p o r t s
nal scores in the 9-10 division yielded 13 
points for NABA and five for Y.B.A.A. In 
the 11-15 division, NABA scored 12 runs 
to beat the Y.B.A.A. players, who scored 
10.

Coach Mills graciously thanked par-
ents for their support throughout the sea-
son, adding that he and the committee 
members look forward to their continued 
support as the league moves forward. Sev-
eral parents were also awarded certificates.

Next week, the 11-12 division players 
will head to Grand Bahama for the Baha-
mas Baseball Association Nationals, which 
will take place from June 19-23. Coach 
Mills said that the association is in need of 
sponsorship to defray their travel costs. In-
terested persons can contact them at ybaa.
abaco@hotmail.com or on their Y.B.A.A. 
Facebook page. 

Baseball                   From Page 9

Above: a North Abaco Baseball Associa-
tion 10-15 player pitching during the  final 
game of the season on June 1. Abaconian participates 

in half Ironman 

By Mirella Santillo
Brent Cartwright, a self-trained Aba-

conian athlete who has been running, bik-
ing and swimming most of his life, could 
not resist the challenge of competing in an 
Ironman Triathlon when one was sched-
uled in Florida. So he took off for Orlando 
in the middle of May with his family, first 

taking his children to Disney World before 
the race.

The event, which took place on May 
19 in Haines City, consisted of swimming 
1. 2 mile in murky Lake Eva, cycling for 
56 miles and running 13.1 miles. He ac-
complished the three events in 6.13.05 
hours, only thirteen minutes over the time 
he had set for himself.

He swam the mile in 41'31'’, going 
faster than he thought he would, pushed 
on by the thought of the alligator that was 
sunning on the shore of the lake earlier 

on. He accomplished the biking portion in 
2.53' 28" and the run in 2.26'11" hours. 
He recognized he lost time between each 
discipline, and that he was handicapped by 
the fact that his water and sun screen had 
become too hot to use. 

The biggest challenge was the heat. 
At 10:40 am when he got off his bicycle to 
start the half marathon, it was already 93 
degrees. Brent thought the bike ride would 
be more challenging, but he was happy 
with the ride, besides the fact that the route 
was more hilly than he thought it would be. 
The real challenge, said Cartwright, took 
place during the half marathon. It started 
with a mental challenge, followed by the 
physical stress. 

“Once I passed that second loop 
and knew there was only 4.3 miles left, 
that battle went away,” explained the ath-
lete. He was grateful to the residents who 
watched the race armed with water hoses 
that they used to spray the runners as they 
passed.

It was the first time he participated 
in such an event, but he is ready to do it 
again. He will most likely not participate 
in the Orlando area, because of the heat, 
but will perhaps compete in New Orleans. 
He is even toying with the idea of a full 
Ironman, though the distances are double.

Brent Cartwright was the only Baha-
mian to participate in the Ironman compe-
tition and he proudly waved the Bahamian 
flag that his son Tanner handed out to him 
as he passed the finish line.

An Ironman Triathlon is a series of 
long distance races organized by the World 
Triathlon Corporation. IronmanTriathlon 
races are held all over the world, with the 
final championship taking place in Hawaii.

Above: Brent Cartwright carries the Ba-
hamian flag across the finish at the half-
Ironman Marathon in Orlando, FL.
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KFC
6 pc ORIGINAL 

$5.95
 Combo

Abaco
Limited time only

Lot 11 Abaco Club 
• Best priced waterfront 
lot in The Abaco Club on 
Winding Bay. 

$525,000 
Ref#1400

New Price
3 Bed 2 Bath pool home 
centrally located in Marsh 
Harbour. 

$299,900
Ref#1422

“Grander”
New 3/2  home in Great 
Abaco Club.  Sheltered  
private dock.

$839,900
Ref#1957

•	 Marsh	Harbour	lot	with	great	sea	
views	$134,000	Ref#1621	

•	 “Rum	Front”	Turn	key	3/2	with	1/1	
apartment	in	Guana	settlement.		
Great	price	$299,000	Ref#1918	

•	 1/2	acre	beachfront	lot	on	Guana	
Cay.		Great	elevations.		$319,000	
Ref#1965	

•	 Yellowwood	-	Two	hillside	lots	with	
views	Starting	at	$41,500	Ref#1946	

•	 Two	3,000	sq	ft	homes	in	Bahama	Coral	
Island.		$249,000	each.		Ref#1966	

•	 Elevated	lot	in	Great	Abaco	Club	
with	65’	dock	allowance.		$295,000	
Ref#1967	

•	 36,000	square	foot	lot	on	Marsh	Har-
bour	ideal	for	private	estate.		$749,000	
Ref#1936

•	 Dorris	Cove	lot	w/sea	views.		Short	stroll	
to	Tahiti	Beach.		$220,000	Ref#1968

Brent Cartwright - Broker • Aisle of Palm Realty
P. O. Box AB 20900 • Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Phone: 242 367 0080 • U. S. Number 561 839 9041 • Cell 242 477 5715
Email: brent@aisleofpalmrealty.com • Skype: brentinabaco • www.aisleofpalmrealty.com

S p o r t s

By Mirella Santillo
The last game of the soccer season 

took place in the afternoon of May 26, be-
tween Abacom United and the Showoffs.

Although the Showoffs scored the 
first goal, it was Abacom United who took 
the match.

Abacom United did not score in the 
first half, but took its revenge in the second 
half by scoring three goals, winning 3-1. 
The outcome of the game did not change 
the final results: Abacom United was al-
ready on top of the league.

The season ended with Abacom Unit-
ed being a double trophy winner. The team 
won the Knock-out Cup and the League’s 
first place.

The regular season has ended, but 

games are still being played. 
Three games over two Sundays will 

determine the winner of the Independence 
Cup that will be disputed between four 
teams.

Two games took place on June 9. 
In the first game of the day, Flesh faced 
Heat. In the second game, Abacom United 
played against Fresh.

The cup final, to be held on June 16 
between the two winners, will be a grand 
affair sponsored by Western Union, Indigo 
and The Bahamas Government. 

There will be no entry fee that day 
and the spectators will also be treated to 
promotional items. 

Food, drinks and music will complete 
the sport entertainment. 

Abacom United ends soccer season on high note

Above: some Abacom United players enjoying their victory.

By Canishka Alexander
On May 24, Team L.A. and the Ter-

ez Gas Angels initiated the first game for 
the night. Team L.A. demolished their op-
ponents beating them: 17 to 2. Then in the 
men’s game, Creter’s Bulldogs triumphed 
over the Hope Town Wreckers with a score 
of 9 to 0.  The following night, the T.C. 
Jets took on the DNR Sluggers. The Jets 
were victorious against DNR; the North 
Abaco team secured 20 runs to DNR’s five 
runs.

Games were again scheduled for the 
weekend of May 31 and June 1. The Abaco 
Grocery Diamond Dollz, formerly called 
the Lady Sluggers, appeared for their first 
game of the season on May 31. The AG 
Dollz competed against Team L.A. The 
game was a tight one, but the veteran play-
ers of the AG Dollz edged away with 20 
runs to Team L.A.’s seven runs.

At the end of their game, the AG Dol-

Above: Oscar "Togo" Rolle of the T.C. Jets pitches and serves a fast one to Cameo Rus-
sell of the DNR Sluggers on May 25.

Softball action continues in Murphy Town

lz met with Melissa Roberts of Abaco Gro-
ceries, who is the major corporate sponsor 
of the team this year. Roberts presented 
Juanyette Curry, the team captain, with 
uniforms for the players. Curry thanked 
Roberts for their generosity, and also 
thanked all other sponsors and supporters 
of the team namely J.S. Johnson Insurance 
and Bill Simmons Construction Company.

Although new to the game, the 
Wreckers won their first game of the sea-
son against DNR. The Wreckers beat DNR 
13 to 10.

On June 1, it was the Bulldogs that 
raced to success with 10 runs. The Jets 
scored only three runs in that game.

Finally, on June 8, AG Dollz crushed 
the Terez Gas Angels with a score of 19 to 
5, while the Bulldogs put another win un-
der their belt against DNR. The final score 
between the two teams was 21 runs for the 
Bulldogs, and one run for DNR.
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Postponed Mother-
Daughter Tea Party 
to be held June 29

By Vernique Russell
In celebration of the bond between 

mothers and daughters, a tea party will be 
held on June 29 under the patronage of the 
Honourable Cynthia Pratt. The tea party is 
scheduled to be held at the Public Beach 
Site in Treasure Cay. 

Organizers of the tea party will pay 
special tributes to mothers throughout the 
community of Abaco. Mothers will be 
recognized for their religious, social and 
physical contributions to their local com-
munities. 

The evening will feature games, 
prizes and surprises including the mother-
daughter look alike competition and the 
“how well do you know your mother” 
competition. The organizers are hoping 
that the event will be a great time for bond-
ing and fellowshipping. 

The event will take place on June 29 
at 3pm. This event was previously sched-
uled to be held in April, however it was 
postpone and tickets sold will be honoured. 
A special invitation is extended to all moth-
ers and daughters to come and celebrate. 

North Abaco

On May 29, Country recording artists, 
Colton James, played to a packed out Tispy 
Seagull in treasure Cay. As part of the 
Bahamas Billfish Tournament’s 40th year 
anniversary, and in conjunction with Sil-
ver Airways, tournament sponsors Bank of 
America Private Wealth Management and 
Bertram Yacht, and Treasure Cay Resort 
& Marina, the tournament participants 
and locals were treated to a free acoustical 
concert. More than 200 enjoyed the mu-
sic of the ‘Reel Water Cowboy.’ Through 
his music, Colton James promotes the re-
sponsible enjoyment of our oceans. During 
the Treasure Cay Championship, ‘angler’ 
Colton James caught and released a blue 
marlin aboard the 63 Bertram Sharkbait. 

Colton James performs 
in Treasure Cay

Sand castle enchants Treasure Cay visitors

As part of The Treasure Cay Billfish Tour-
nament, Victor “Sandman” Leong  (bottom 
right) constructed a giant sandcastle (top) 
over two days. 
Sand castle building classes (bottom) were 
also held throughout the day by Rocio Flor.
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TEACHERS AND SALARIED WORKERS
 CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT UNION LIMITED

CENTRAL PINES SHOPPING CENTER & BUSINESS COMPLEX

Inquiries can be made at the:    Abaco Branch                            Nassau Branch
                                                       B& L Plaza                                 Independence Drive
                                                       P.O. Box AB-20187                   P.O. Box N-8325
                                                       Marsh Harbour, Abaco            Nassau, Bahamas
                                                      (242) 367-3613                          (242) 502-9200                                                  

COMING SOON
FOOD STORE 
FAST FOOD FRANCHISE
MEDICAL CLINIC
RESTAURANT
HARDWARE STORE

Spaces available for:
 ACCOUNT OFFICE
 INSURANCE COMPANY
 LEGAL OFFICE
 CONSULTING FIRM

School & Youth News
St. Francis de 

Sales graduates 11 
in Class of 2013 

By Canishka Alexander
On June 6, St. Francis de Sales Cath-

olic School held its 11th Commencement 
Exercise for the 11 graduates of the Class 
of 2013. Among the graduates were: Cha-
rese Kemp, valedictorian; Jake Consulta, 
salutatorian; Antonia Nottage; Rasheed 
Pinder; Keith McDonald, Leroy Thomp-
son Jr.; Royce Archer; Cordell Johnson; 
Alexandria McIntosh; Brandin Pinder; and 
Rahede Smith.

Their graduation theme was: “Dream, 
Believe, Overcome, Achieve.”

In her principal’s address, Josephine 
Giraud-Kumar described the graduates 
as a determined and ambitious set of stu-
dents. While at St. Francis, Ms. Giraud-
Kumar said that they had tried to awaken 
a heightened sense of justice and human-
ity for others less fortunate themselves as 
they encouraged the students to participate 
in fundraisers that benefitted The Bahamas 
AIDS Foundation and the Abaco Cancer 
Society.

Together, the graduates fulfilled 

Above: Graduating Class of 2013 at St. Francis de Sales Catholic School on June 6.

more than 650 hours of community service 
in one year. Remarkably, Jake Consulta, 
salutatorian, completed 103 hours by him-
self.  However, Ms. Giraud-Kumar was 
pleased to see that the graduates’ generos-
ity extended far beyond the school after 
they presented a state of the art megaphone 
to St. Francis.

“Continue to have strength of charac-
ter; be true to what we have taught you,” 
Ms. Giraud Kumar admonished. “You 
must have the moral fortitude to be honest 
and reliable, courageous and determined 
with vision and integrity.  You must be 
brave enough to stand up for what is right 
and for what is just. You must be prepared 
to make the right decisions in the face of 
adversity and at the risk of being unpopu-
lar.

“Remember, greatness is not found in 
possessions, power, position or prestige; 
it is discovered in goodness, service and 
character.”

She acknowledged Leroy Thompson 
Jr. as a “lifer” of the school because he 
had been enrolled at St. Francis since pre-
Kindergarten. Finally, Ms. Giraud-Kumar 
thanked parents and supporters of the 
school for their ongoing support.

Royce Archer soon introduced the 
guest speaker – Capt. Tevon Strachan – 

former valedictorian and graduate of St. 
Francis. Strachan congratulated the gradu-
ates on their achievement noting that grad-
uation defines a coming of age.

Like, Giraud-Kumar he reminded 
them to hold fast to honesty, good mor-
als and strong principles. He also advised 
them to dream big. Before graduating from 
high school he began taking private naviga-

tion classes and attained his B Class Cap-
tain’s License. Shortly after graduation, he 
secured his A Class Captain’s License – all 
before he was 18 years old.

Next, Strachan encouraged them to 
set goals and be success driven; and to nev-
er give up. After attending Holland Col-

Please see St Francis      Page  15
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lege’s Marine Training Center in Canada, 
he excelled and graduated at the top of his 
class. Thereafter, Strachan sailed for three 
years of hands-on training – spending his 
first three months off the coast of Japan. 
July 2013 will mark the completion of his 
three-year tenure at sea.

“The only time you fail is when you 
stop trying,” he wisely stated.

Selecting “Never Give Up” as their 
graduation song, the graduates faced the 
audience to give their musical tribute.  Di-
plomas and awards were presented to the 
graduates by Claudette Rolle, director of 
Catholic Education.

Charese Kemp’s valedictorian’s 
speech signaled a long-awaited moment. 
In a tearful and emotional address, Kemp 
told her colleagues that if their faith and 
dreams are limited, their successes will 
also be limited.

“So I admonish you, act on your 
dreams, break out of your inertia to take 
actions to make these dreams reality. In 
our short lives, we have already learned 
that life is far from easy,” Kemp shared. 
“No matter where we go or what we do, 
there will always be challenges ahead of 
us, but I believe that the purpose of the 
challenge is to identify our strengths and 
our weaknesses.”

On behalf of the Class of 2013, Kemp 
extended heartfelt gratitude to their parents 
and teachers because of the morals instilled 
in them to become better people.

In her remarks, Ms. Rolle said that 
the graduates had touched her in a wonder-
ful way.

“As proud graduates of the Catholic 
School educational system, you graduate 
as well-rounded, financially adept, aca-
demically and environmentally conscious, 
healthy and just persons,” Ms. Rolle said. 
“There are three things you must take with 
you: always be grateful, be of service and 
always dream.”

Gifts were presented to the dignitar-
ies and platform guests, which included: 
Rev. Fr. Rogelio Madrazo, parish priest; 
Dr. Lenora Black, district superintendent; 
Kevin Rolle, building inspector for Catho-
lic Board of Education; Willissa Mackey, 
assistant administrator; Chantelle Sands, 
PTA president; Hazel Lorene, class mod-
erator; and Elmer Bongon, assistant ad-
ministrator. 

School & Youth News
St Francis                From Page 14 Groups help 

replant Hope 
Town dunes

Above: Cheyenne Knowles, Shanna Joseph 
and Bessie Lowe planting sea oats on a 
damaged Hope Town dune.

By Candace Cay 
Hope Town is known for its com-

munity spirit and for banding together to 
get a job done. This type of cohesiveness 
was once again exhibited when replanting 
several areas of the town's beach dune line 
recently.

Hurricane Sandy , the monster storm 
that hit Abaco last fall, washed away most 
of the protective sea oats on Hope Town’s 
dunes. These sea oats had been growing 
and silently standing their watch on the 
dunes since being replanted after Hurricane 
Floyd in 1999. They had been badly dam-
aged during several successive hurricanes 
but had always managed to come back to 
stand steady guarding the dune lines. 

In 1999 the Hope Town School stu-
dents were very active in replanting a large 
amount of these plants in several spots 
on the island but mostly in front of the 
Hope Town Lodge where they study the 
beach and reef for the UNESCO program, 
SANDWATCH, an educational beach rec-
lamation project the students have been in-
volved in for over ten years. It was disap-
pointing to them that the deep rooted plants 
were all gone after watching and studying 
them for so many years.

After the destruction from Sandy, it 
took many months of tedious beach scrap-
ing by bulldozers. The process involves 
waiting patiently while the sea tosses back 

sand that was washed onto the reef and sea 
bottom during a major storm. The sand is 
then bulldozed back up to recreate a new 
dune line. 

It was then time to replant the sea 
oats. Hope Town second-home owners, 
Rolf Sauer and Susan Maxman, took the 
lead to research sources of plants for the 
project. E-mails were sent out to involve 
interested owners in the project and then 
measuring followed to decide the amount 
needed for each homeowner’s area. 
Friends of the Environment helped with 
the procurement of the 10,000 plants and 
Clay Wilhoyte packed his plane with the 
tender young shoots for the flight over 

from Florida 
All parties involved met very early 

one morning to pick up their precious car-
go, gel fertilizer and printed out instruc-
tions on their planting and care. Word of 
the project had gone out on several forms 
of social media and volunteers from boats, 
homes and rental properties stood ready 
to lend a hand. The day was sunny and 
breezy: the perfect day to renew the town's 
dunes.

No group was more excited than the 
Hope Town students. Led by team cap-

Please see Dunes             Page  16

Above: Team Leader, Danny Trembley, and his volunteers stand in front of some freshly 
planted sea oats. The sea oats protect the sandy dunes from erosion.
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tain, Danny Trembley, they listened care-
fully to instructions, then got right down 
to business planting their "babies" at their 
UNESCO SANDWATCH study area on 
the Hope Town Lodge's beach. The Hope 
Town Harbour Lodge and the Hope Town 
School enjoy a close corporate/school part-
nership and students were anxious to help 
the Lodge with their planting of 4,000 new 
plants. 

Eager students were carefully digging 
holes, placing the gel fertilizer in and then 
placing the plant and carefully patting sand 
around the plant making sure the root ball 
was 8" into the sand. Planting in straight 
lines and making sure they did not step 
on already planted ones, the work was "a 
breeze" for the students of the award-win-
ning environmental school. 

The day was a huge success and ev-
eryone who had any part in the process said 
a silent prayer asking that the dunes once 
again be allowed to regain their strength 
and beauty with the graceful sea oats si-
lently and majestically standing guard.

School & Youth News
Dunes                  From Page 15

By Canishka Alexander
The Department of Education Aba-

co District presented a Pre-Independence 
Youth Rally and Parade in celebration of 
The Bahamas’ 40thAnniversary on June 5 
at the BAIC Park. The patriotic theme pro-
claimed: “The Bridge to the Future…The 
Journey Continues.”

Leslie Rolle, district education offi-
cer, called the ceremony to order shortly 
before the Royal Bahamas Defence Force 
Rangers executed a flag raising drill. Coo-
per’s Town Primary School and Crossing 
Rocks Primary School assisted with the 
opening prayer and welcome, respectively.

Dept. of Education hosts Pre-Independence 
Youth Rally and Parade

In his remarks, Senior Island Admin-
istrator Preston Cunningham told the au-
dience that it was indeed a great day for 
him. He went on to educate the students 
concerning the time period leading up to 
Independence. Alas, he paused to remind 
Bahamians to take pride in their communi-
ties amidst the celebration because of the 
amount of litter seen on our streets and 
highways.

Cunningham’s final encouragement 
was to declare war on hate.

“It is because of hate, we are getting 

Above: students march through the streets 
of Marsh Harbour as part of the pre-Inde-
pendence celebration hosted by the Dept. 
of Education.

Please see Parade            Page  17
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Canal Front Property in Beautiful 

FOR SALE
Treasure Cay 

     
Abaco, Bahamas

Treasure Cay Boasts one of 
National Geographic’s 10 best 

beaches in the world!

111’ dock with boat lift, 
davits & cleaning station 

$299,000

Call: 305-245-6043 or
Email: hquin1902@gmail.com

FOR BOAT INFO
SEE THE CLASSIFIED 

SECTION

Angels Academy 
Teaching Vacancy

Angels Academy invites applications from qualified teachers for 
the following positions: 

Pre-Kindergarten - Grade 6.
Applicants must:

1. Have a valid Teacher's Certificate or Diploma.
2. Have at least two years of teaching experience in Primary Education.
3. Have at least a Bachelor's Degree in Education from a recognized College or  

  University.
4. Be willing to participate in extra-curricular programmes.
5. Be a person of personal and professional integrity.

The deadline for applications is June 30, 2013. All applicants can 
submit their resumes via email to 

angelsacademy@angelsacademyabaco.com

a lot of the criminal activities in this coun-
try; it’s because of hate many have been 
murdered in their homes on their streets, in 
the workplaces, and so on. This is not what 
we want for The Bahamas,” Cunningham 
declared. “I want to know 20 years from 
now when all of you will be grown men 
and women that you find a better country 
to live in, a better community.”

Abaco Central High School female 
students entertained the gathering with 
their song and dance performance of old-
time Bahamian songs before the keynote 
address was given by Pastor Ezekiel Mc-
Intosh.

Pastor McIntosh spoke of attending a 
Grant and Aid School and of the hardships 
they as students and their teachers experi-
enced during those times. He recalled how 
his father took up the mantle to take over 
the school and educate the students of Fox 
Town when they no longer had a teacher.

“Laying down one night, I remember 
hearing my father saying to mother – ‘I 
think I am going to take over the school in 
Fox Town because there are too much chil-
dren growing up on this island who can’t 
read or write.”

His recollection of his childhood led 
him to remember how everyone used to 
farm in Wood Cay, the settlement where 
he was born, and how we are so blessed 
today to have something for ourselves and 
our families. As a boy, he had to get wood 
to cut up for the fire on which they cooked 
their meals in their yards. There were no 
stoves, and certainly no electricity.

“I am happy today to say to you that 
we have come from a long, long way,” 
Pastor McIntosh said.

The highlight of the day was the pa-
rade where all students and civic groups 
participated including the RBDF Rangers, 
Girl Guides under the leadership of Mrs. 
Bailey, and the Governor General’s Youth 
Program.

School & Youth News
Parade                  From Page 16

Hope Town School's 
entry places as a 

finalist in Student of 
the Year Award

By Candace Key
Hope Town School proudly an-

nounced that their 2013 entrant in the pres-
tigious Bahamas Primary School Student 
of the Year Award Programme, Eloise Al-
bury, placed in the Top 20 as a Finalist and 
received a $1,500.00 scholarship for her 
high school education. 

There were a record 123 students 
from schools throughout the length and 
breadth of The Bahamas who entered. 
Each school in The Bahamas is entitled to 
enter their brightest and most well rounded 
Grade 6 student in this important award 
programme. They must produce a portfolio 
of their grades, written essays , activities, 
sports and extracurricular and community 
service projects from Grade 3 to Grade 6 
for the selection committee to review. 

In May of each year, the nominated 
students travel to Nassau for two nights 
of awards and activities. The first night 
they attend the Governor General’s Medal 
Presentation at Government House. There 
they are each presented to His Excellency 
the Governor Geneal and they receive a 
medal from him. 

The next day is bowling fun for the 
contestants. On Saturday night the nervous 
attendees are called to the stage one by one 
to each receive a trophy as they have all 
achieved the honour of winning from their 
school. Then the real nerves begin. Ap-

proximately 35-40 of the students will be 
presented with scholarships based on the 
judges’ decisions. 

Corporate and private donations fund 
the programme. Eloise was selected to win 
in the Top 20.

President of the Bahamas Primary 
School Student of the Year Award Pro-
gramme, Dr. Ricardo Deveaux, wrote to 
congratulate Hope Town School. He stated 
that Hope Town School held the record 
of having the most top wins in this pro-
gramme of any school in The Bahamas.

Hope Town School has had two stu-

Above: Hope Town School’s Eloise Albury. 
Eloise was a finalist in the 2013 Bahamas 
Primary School Student of the Year Award 
Programme. She won a $1,500 scholarship 
for high school.

Kiwanis Club starts 
Key Club on Abaco

By Samantha Evans
The Kiwanis Club has embarked on 

forming the first ever Abaco Community 
Key Club. It is open to students of High 
School age who are in grades 10 through 
12. The first chapter of the club is at the S. 
C. Bootle High School. 

The club continues to attract students 
who are about making their community a 
better place while learning leadership skills 
for life. The club leaders are proud of them 
as they entered and won The Bahamas Na-
tional Trust prize for best painting and 
sculpture at the competition held at S. C. 
Bootle High School. 

Two Key Club members worked very 
hard on the project and they are to be com-
mended: President Vanish Larose for the 
painting and Director Claudia St. Fleur for 
the sculpture under the theme “Bridging 
the Gap…the Journey Continues.” 

The club meets every Friday at lunch 
time. The Kiwanis Club leader is Enzil 
Cooper.

The remaining students wore 40th 
Anniversary T-shirts of their colours of 
yellow, aquamarine and black rippling like 
those of our nation’s flag as they moved 
into position to join the march that led 
them through downtown Marsh Harbour to 
the traffic light and back to the BAIC Park.

dents win the title of Bahamas Primary 
School Student of the Year (James Boyce 
and Anna Albury), one student placed as 
a 2nd runner up (Albury Higgs) and all 
entrants over the last ten years have been 
finalists and have won scholarships. The 
faculty and staff are proud of the students 
and have many more waiting their turn to 
also become top winners.
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The 2nd 
Archer Family Reunion

August 2-5, 2013
Persons in Abaco can contact 

Glender Knowles, Veronica Williams or 
Courtney Chandler for further information

Church News
Miracle Church 

of God celebrates 
100 years

By Annabelle Cross
The Miracle Church of God on Green 

Turtle Cay celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary under the theme, “Celebrating our 
Past, Present and Looking Towards a Glo-
rious Future.”  The weeklong celebration 
brought Church of God directors, mem-
bers and followers from all over The Ba-
hamas and the United States to the services 
on Green Turtle Cay. 

The Pentecostal movement began on 
Green Turtle Cay in 1911 when Reverend 
R. Evans and Reverend Edmund Bass’ 
street services led to the spiritual conver-
sion of local residents. On July 24, 1913, 
Reverend Carl Padgett, state overseer of 
The Bahamas, met with the converts and 
set in order the Church of God. John A. 
Lowe was appointed pastor with eight 
charter members and a church clerk. 

Church services were held in the 
homes of members. The congregation 
continued to grow, and in August 1922, 
Howard Lowe donated the property on the 
“creek shore” and members pledged free 
labour and 10 pounds each to build a sanc-
tuary. The building was constructed using 
Abaco pine and served the congregation 
for nearly 70 years. It now serves as a fel-
lowship hall and has been named in honour 
of John A. Lowe, the first pastor.

The congregation continued to grow, 
and in 1991 a new sanctuary was pur-
chased. Renovations and extensions have 
resulted in a comfortable, air conditioned 
sanctuary with kitchen facilities, bath-
rooms, Sunday School rooms and a pas-

tor’s office. The new sanctuary was named 
The Miracle Church of God. Over the past 
100 years the church has had 19 pastors, 
including the current assistant pastor, Pearl 
Lowe, and current pastor, Bishop Johnny 
Lowe, both of Green Turtle Cay. 

Pastor Pearl Lowe, who served as 
pastor for 35 nonconsecutive years, fol-
lowed in the footsteps of her grandfather 
John A. Lowe and her father Osgood 
Lowe, who served as pastors of the local 
Church of God.  Bishop Johnny Lowe took 
over the leadership in 1994. Bishop Lowe 
has been instrumental in securing, saving 
and preserving the artifacts and records, 
making it easier to follow the history of the 
local church. Artifacts, records and photo-
graphs of past members and pastors are on 
display in the old sanctuary (John A. Lowe 

Center). 
It was appropriate that the centen-

nial celebrations of The Miracle Church 
of God began on Pentecost Sunday, May 
19. Evening services were held throughout 
the week and sermons and messages were 
delivered by Former General Director 
of World Missions, Dr. Douglas Leroy, 
Bishop of the Church of God in The Baha-
mas & Turks & Caicos Islands, Dr. John 
Humes, church historian Dr. David Roe-
buck, Director Timothy Hill, Abaco Dis-
trict Overseer, Bishop Anthony Campbell, 
and former pastor Bill George. Church 
of God historian Dr. David Roebuck also 
held daily sessions to share the history of 
the worldwide Church of God organiza-
tion. Descendants of former pastors and 
members also took part in the services. 

The Friday, May 24 service be-
gan with a parade of the flags of nations. 
Members carried flags of the mission out-
reach nations in a parade that began at the 
church. The week of services culminated 
with the rededicating of the sanctuary by 
Dr. John Humes and a fiery sermon by Dr. 
Mark Williams, the General Overseer of 
the Church of God organization. 

The Miracle Church of God plays an 
important role in the community of Green 

Turtle Cay. Its members and leaders are 
active in other community organizations 
and events. Bishop Humes commended 
the members for their willingness to re-
spond when called upon to assist others. 
The members have been faithful and Pas-
tor Pearl Lowe spoke about a time when 
she would hold services with just four in 
attendance, because Jesus taught in Mat-
thew 18:20, “For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.” 

The congregation has grown, and the 
Miracle Church of God in Green Turtle 
Cay has the distinction of not only celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary, but also of hav-
ing the oldest continuing Church of God 
congregation outside the United States. 

Above: the Church of God congregation in Green Turtle Cay, which is celebrating 100 
years, parades the flags of nations: countries where they have mission outreaches.

Crown Haven 
Women’s Conference 

inspires attendees

By Vernique Russell
Revival Time Pentecostal Church in 

Crown Haven hosted their 16th Annual 
Ladies Conference at their church edifice. 
The conference convened Wednesday, 
May 22, and ended on Sunday, May 26. 
The theme of this year’s conference was a, 
“A Divine Encounter,” and scripture ref-
erenced was Acts 9:3-6. 

Services were held nightly at 7:30 
pm. Various speakers brought messages of 
hope and encouragement to those in atten-
dance. Women from other ministries gath-
ered to celebrate with women of Revival 
Time in worship. 

A special service was held on Sun-
day, May 26 at 3:00 pm to conclude the 
ladies conference.  Hosting pastors for the 
conference were Bishop Burnell & Min-
ister Vernetta Parker. The 16th Ladies 
Conference has been dubbed a success and 
organizers were extremely grateful for the 
support they received. 

Those who attended were challenged, 
inspired and recharged to run the race of 
faith in Christ and be women of change and 
influence in their communities.

Celebration and Revival 
held in Cooper’s Town

By Vernique Russell
Faith Walking Prayer and Deliverance 

Ministry in Cooper’s Town, established in 
2010, offers weekly prayer service to the 
public. The ministry is located on Cox Av-
enue and is operated under the direction of 
founder Prophetess Greta McKenzie. Dur-
ing the week of May 22-25, the ministry 
offered four nights of revival. 

Guest speaker for the revival was 
Prophet Trevor Stubbs of Free in Jesus 
Ministries on Wulff Road in Nassau, who 
was accompanied by a few members from 
his ministry. The revival brought together 
people from all over the island to worship.

The revival culminated in a grand 
celebration hosted by family and friends in 
homage for Prophetess McKenzie’s birth-
day. Many gathered at the center’s loca-
tion to enjoy the fellowship and camarade-
rie that the evening brought. They enjoyed 
scrumptious meals, good conversation and 
an atmosphere of good, clean fun. 

Prophetess McKenzie was extremely 
grateful to all those who came to celebrate 
with her. She also extends an invitation to 
the general public to join her, this and ev-
ery Saturday, at 7:30 pm. She guarantees 
that there is a blessing in the house for you.
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**NOTICE**
We wish to advise all existing customers that items of jewellery (and 
watches) left for repairs and uncollected for longer than 6 (six) months, 
will be sold or melted to defray cost if not collected and paid for by 
July 31, 2013

At Sand Dollar Shoppe - Abaco Gold
Marsh Harbour, Abaco - Ph: 367-4405

The following persons are notified to come and collect their repaired items:

JEWELRY
Tonya Armstrong
Avery Lightbourn
Donita Russell
Eban Hanna

Lezaro Cornish
Steve Gardner
Janet Saunders
John Albury
Angie Rolle

WATCHES
David Laing
John Nesbit
Melissa Green
Mary Dames

Mrs. Walker
Shevalo Roberts
Darlene Desinor

Barbra Williams
GLASSES

NOTICE
The owners of Island Delight Juice and Water Company 
wishes to let all of its valued customers know that they will be 
unable to offer their usual services for approximately 4 to 6 
months as they rebuild due to a fire that completely destroyed 
their facilities.
 Also, Abaco Ice (1996) Ltd. still offers their services of ice 
deliveries and can be reached at 367-2697 or 367-3937.
 We appreciate your business and apologize for the inconvenience.
 
MANAGEMENT.

Across

4. Can’t believe it’s not butter.
5. Worn to better your vision; 

glasses.
9. Style of folk music originating 

from Mexico.
12. Artistic effect painted around 

angels and saints.
14. Artists of The White Album.
17. Game of ________; Popular 

HBO series based on George 
R.R. Martin’s fantasy novels.

18. El Jefe; Infamous Dominican 
Republic dictator.

19. This Council is the highest 
authority in Bahamian law.

20. Mad, upset.

Down
1. Used in the ancient world to 

write on and read, today is a 
function of your mouse.

2. _______, Jurassic, and 
Cretaceous

3. Delicious Mollusk.
6.	 Utilizes	Earth’s	magnetic	field	to	

help	find	your	way.
7. A different way.
8. To stay around.
10. Famous author who frequented 

Bimini.
11. A type of coral; something 

inside your skull.
13. Once this mystical box is 

opened it cannot be shut again.
15. If some things are not polished 

they lose their ________.
16. ______ Tail; type of lizard 

recognized for its namesake.

Across

1. KNOCKOUT—Abacom United 
recently won this Football (Soccer) 
Cup.

3. LIONFISH—Several derbies are 
planned to help reduce numbers 
of this invasive specie.

4. DOUBLE—Twice.
8. TOPSAIL—The Duchess of 

______; recently retired freight 
boat.

11. AUGUST—The Deputy Prime 
Minister announced on a recent 
trip to Abaco that the new airport 
was set to open during this month.

14. HELICOPTER—Vehicle cabable 
of completely vertical takeoff.

15. ULYSSES—Infamously difficult 
James Joyce read.

16. GOOMBAY—Sea Spray Resort 
and Kalik recently hosted the first 
of several of these festivals.

Down
2. NINTENDO—Super, 64 and Wii.
4. DAVIS—Minister of Works.
5. UNCLE—Your mother’s brother.
6. FOSTER—”Nancy ______” ; 

NOAA vessell recently spotted off 
Abaco.

7. LIMBO—This activity requires a 
flexible back.

8. T E A C H E R S — T h e s e 
professionals are genreally 
honoured in May.

9. AUSTRALIA—”Down Under”
10. POTHOLES—Abaco’s roads are 

filled with these unsightly and 
dangerous features.

12. S U P E R M A N — F a m o u s 
superhero; Kal-el

13. LOW—”The _____ Place” ; 
Popular Man-O-War hangout.

June 1 Crossword Answers
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
BUSINESS INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

POSSIBLE USES INCLUDE A BONEFISHING LODGE
2 partially completed 2 storey wooden 
structures each comprising plans for 4 suites 
with master bedroom and bath, guest 
bedroom and bath, kitchen and great room. 

Location: About a mile northeast of the 
settlement of Cherokee in close proximity 
to the Abaco Club at Winding Bay and the 
related development. 

Property Size: 60,026 sq. ft. -1,378 acres 
(W-100 ft, L-591 ft)

Appraised in 2012 at $598,000
Appraised value is provided as a market indicator only

Telephone inquiries and/or written offers with telephone contact and postal address should be submitted to:
Attention: C. Hall - P.O. Box N-8329, Nassau, Bahamas

 Tel: 242-394-9929   Fax: 242-393-4288

We reserve the right to reject and/or refuse any offer Terms: 10% upon acceptance; balance upon 
completion

Lot 9 Yellow Wood, 
Cherokee Sound, Abaco

Church News

G.I.F.T.E.D. hosts High 
Tea Luncheon for girls

By Samantha Evans
Over fifty young ladies from 

G.I.F.T.E.D. Inc. attended a High Tea 
Luncheon at Friendship Tabernacle Church 
in Central Pines on Saturday June 8, 2013 
from noon to 3pm. Sister Joan Baillou 
spoke to them about Esther who is one of 
the ladies in the Bible that their curriculum 
“Young Ladies of Character” addresses. 

She spoke to them about missing op-
portunities and to know that opportunities 
come with sacrifices. She told them not to 
be afraid to let their light shine for God 
in their youth. Finally, she spoke to them 
about how Esther stood up for her people 
and saved them from a terrible fate.

At the luncheon, the young ladies 
were served several types of Bahamian teas 
such as Five Fingers, Muckle Bush, Fever 
Grass, Sour Leaf and Pear. The girls also 
learned the uses of each of the teas served 
and had to guess which teas were being 
served throughout the luncheon. 

The teas were made by Bertlyn Lin-
den and Beatrice Charlton. They were also 
served scones, a variety of sandwiches in-
cluding cucumber sandwiches, Danishes, 
cookies, fruits and Johnny cake. Parents 
were welcomed to attend and participate as 
well. G.I.F.T.E.D. meets every Thursday 
from 5:30-7:30 pm at Friendship Taber-
nacle Church in Central Pines.    

Change Ministries hosts 
Women’s Conference

By Canishka Alexander
Conference Hosts, Pastor Samuel 

Cornish and First Lady Carmen Cornish 
of Change Ministries International, invited 
women and men on Abaco to attend the 
2013 Women’s Conference: “Speak to My 
Potential” from June 5 to 8.

The exhilarating lineup of guest 
speakers included: Dr. Yvonne Capehart 
of Pensacola, Fla.; Dr. Lenora Sands of 
Nassau; and Prophetess Taketa Williams 
of Jacksonville, Fla. Anticipation for the 
conference was widespread, and palpable 
as many waited in expectation for a word 
from God that would propel them toward 
their true potential.

Each night, worshippers were minis-
tered to through praise and worship, solos, 
prizes and surprises, but it was the message 
from each speaker that they longed for. On 
June 5, Dr. Yvonne Capehart, founder of 
Sister Keeper International Ministries, and 
the founder and host of “Healed for Real” 
Crusades, addressed the audience.

Announcing her topic as: “I Am 
Anointed for This,” Dr. Capehart de-
clared:  “Nothing can stop you when it’s 
your season with God.” She based her ser-
mon on I Samuel 17:32, and narrated the 
story of David and Goliath, and later used 
Jesus’ death on the cross as an example of 
God’s assignment is His life.

“God prepares you privately before 
He lets you do it publicly; God has to cre-
ate situations to pull the potential out of 
us,” she stressed. Dr. Capehart shared 
how God took her worst day, and her most 
broken situation and turned into a ministry 
of healing and deliverance.

“No matter how long it takes, your 
seat is reserved in destiny,” she pro-
claimed. Dr. Capehart had found herself at 
a river contemplating suicide before God 
delivered her. She wrote her first song 
that day, and the Holy Spirit revealed to 
her that she would sing for Bishop T.D. 
Jakes one day. When she shared the vision 
with family and churchgoers, it was only 
her mother who believed her. One day, the 
vision became a reality. Bishop Jakes told 
her that she had a unique anointing on her 
life, and would travel all over the world 
for God.

“Sometimes potential doesn’t look 
like potential,” she stated. “Potential is 
obedience.”

The following evening, Dr. Lenora 
Sands, Senior Pastor of Bethel Restoration 
Revival Center in Nassau, was the next dy-
namic speaker in line during the weekend 

of potential. As a prophetess, Dr. Sands is 
wholly committed to spending time in the 
Word of God, and in maintaining a one-
on-one relationship with Him. Her sermon 
focused on the woman with the issue of 
blood, which is found in the Books of Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke.

“When power meets potential some-
thing has to happen,” Dr. Sands bellowed. 
“A woman who can walk in this dimension 
of faith can change the destination of their 
generations.”

She said that we must pray and fight 
for ourselves, no matter how long it takes 
because we have the power to push down 
strongholds, to press against the demons 
with our praise, and to stand on their faces 
with our worship.

After 21 days of fasting, Dr. Sands 
unearthed a great revelation.

“I came to the understanding that 
where I began is where I must go back 
to. Going back to the presence of God is 
where the highest potential is,” she re-
called. “You have to get along when no 
one else is there – when it’s just you and 
Him there. God show me my potential!”

During the Women’s Conference, 
First Lady Cornish also introduced First 
Lady Olivia Wells, who is the wife of 
Apostle Raymond Wells. First Lady Wells 
was excited about the potential that was ex-
posed as a result of the conference. As if a 
sequel to Change’s Women’s Conference, 
she announced that she would be hosting 
a G5 (Glamorous Girls Giving God Glo-
ry) Conference under the theme: “Fully 
Clothed, Walking in Grace,” and invited 
women to attend the conference at Living 
Waters Kingdom Ministries in Oakes Field 
in Nassau on June 24 to 26 at 7 p.m.

First Lady Wells added that the con-
ference dates include a teen session from 
10 a.m. to noon on June 25. Speakers in-
clude: Dr. Raymond Wells, senior pastor 
of Living Waters Kingdom Ministries; and 
her daughter, Raenell Wells, founder of 
LLITE. The special guest speaker is De-
loris R. Freeman known as Dr. Dee Dee 
Freeman of Spirit of Faith Christian Center 
in Temple Hills, Maryland.

On the final night, Prophetess Taketa 
Williams, who is described as a “highly 
anointed, vibrant, and powerful prophet 
called to the Nation and the Nations,” took 
over the conference. Also known as the 
“Preachers’ Preacher,” those who attend-
ed were forever impacted by the anointing 
that is evident in her life as she prophesied 
into theirs.

The next day, June 8, women pur-
chased $50-tickets, and were treated to 
a spa and relax day at Change’s Upper 
Level. After experiencing such a success-
ful weekend, Pastor Cornish enthusiasti-
cally thanked everyone who attended the 
Woman of Potential Conference.

Above: Dr. Yvonne Capehart speaks to the 
congregation.

Remembering Family 

and Friends

Funeral 
service for the 
late James 
Lawrence 
Cash age 83, 
formerly of 
Great Guana 
Cay Abaco, 
was held at 
The First 

Baptist Church Freeport Grand Bahama on 
May 18th 2013. Officiating was Rev. Dr. 
Keith A. Russell. 

He is predeceased by: His Parents. 
Two Brothers, Ronald & Merlon, One 
Sister, Dorothy Thompson, One Sister-In-
Law, Dianne, Two Brothers-In-Law, Os-
wald Roberts and Beauman Thompson.

He is survived by: His Wife, Holene. 
Three Children, Glenn, Garry and Neil. 
Two Daughters-In-Law, Veronica “Ron-
nie” and Chrisanne Cash.

Four Grand Children, Brian, Melis-
sa, Christopher and Rebekah. One Sister, 
Myrtle Roberts. Two Brothers, Ivan and 
Roosevelt.  And a host of relatives and 
friends.

New Life Ministries 
hosts Praise and 

Worship Conference 

By Vernique Russell
New Life Ministries International 

hosted their first Behind the Veil Worship 
Conference under the theme 'Embracing 
His Presence'. The conference was held 
May 28-31 at the church edifice in Coo-
per's Town. 

Guest Speakers for the event included 
host pastor Cedric Bullard, Minister Bren-
da Archer of Latterrain Ministries and 
Shirley Minott of the Cayman Island. The 
guest speakers exhorted and challenged the 
attendees to maximize their worship expe-
rience and seek to go behind the veil. 

Another feature of the conference 
was the voice training classes. Quinche 
Howard of The Potter's House in Dallas, 
Texas joined the New Life family and ren-
dered voice training classes. He is a part 
of the praise and worship ministry at the 
Potter's House. 

The conference ended with a massive 
night of worship and dance and praise. 
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A Musical Family
By Jennifer Hudson

Grace Anne Bethel may be Ab-
aco’s newest budding musical artist. 
Just six years old, Grace Anne has 
been learning to play the violin for the 
past two years. Her mother, Rebekah 
Bethel, is an accomplished pianist who 
first picked up on signs that her daugh-
ter might have an interest in playing 
the violin when Grace Anne was four 
years old. 

Ms. Bethel noticed her daughter 
in the garden with two sticks, using 
them as if she were playing a violin. 
Being the musician that she is, Ms. 
Bethel was delighted to see this pos-
sible aptitude in her child. The fam-
ily had recently been in Georgia and 
had attended a concert at which young 
people had been playing violins. She 
thinks this sparked Grace Anne’s inter-
est.

Ms. Bethel immediately looked 
into finding a good tutorial programme 
and she has been helping Grace Anne 
learn at home with the aid of videos, 
play along CDs and illustrated manu-
als. On her last visit to Georgia, Grace 
Anne played for a violin teacher and 
received a good report. She practices 

Artist Highlight

every day except Sunday, encouraged 
by her mother who well knows the 
importance of regular practice. Ms. 
Bethel has recently started teaching her 
daughter to play the piano and Grace 
Anne expresses a slight preference for 
the piano, possibly because it is a little 
less challenging than the violin.

Grace Anne’s father, Colin, has 

always loved the sound of the violin. 
When he saw his daughter learning he 
decided to take it up himself saying, 
“If she can do it, I can do it, too.” He 
is also making excellent progress.

“I find it very enjoyable and will 
not give up now,” he says. He finds it 
relaxing after a stressful day at work, 
and he and his daughter sometimes 

play together.
Grace Anne played for the first 

time in public during Grace Gospel 
Chapel’s Youth Sunday Service and 
impressed the congregation with her 
playing of ‘Jesus Loves Me.’ She also 
played in church with daddy on the 
violin and mummy on piano at Christ-
mas time. Her brother, Joshua, who is 
four years old, has also recently begun 
learning to play the violin. He is pres-
ently working on the bowing, which is 
the most difficult part to perfect, but if 
he perseveres like daddy and sister this 
musical family will one day be able to 
perform as a quartet.

Ms. Bethel, who has been play-
ing piano since she was eight years 
old, plays for many of the services and 
performances at Grace Gospel Chapel 
where the family attends church. 

“It is natural for me to encour-
age music,” she says. “I especially 
like the idea of the violin because it 
can be picked up and taken with you 
wherever you go, whereas a larger in-
strument like a piano cannot. Music is 
something that spans all ages and can 
be enjoyed for a lifetime.”

Above: The Bethel Family on their instruments.
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ABACO ISLAND PHARMACY LTD.

We have moved! Next to ECC and across 
from BTC, Marsh Harbour

367.2544 tel   367.6544 fax
abacoislanpharmacy@gmail.com

Prescriptions
Testing

Beauty Supplies
Vitamins 

Supplements

8:30am - 6pm
Sundays

9am - 4pm

Business Service Directory

Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel:	242-367-2655	•		Fax:	242-367-2464
Cell:	242-577-5322	•	242-359-6839

Big Cat Equipment

THE KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS IS TO MARKET AND
 PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS ON A CONSISTENT BASIS. 

One way to get your business known is to start with a BUSINESS CLASSIFIED 
for only $45 per issue for B&W or opt for our six issue discount rate. 

Contact Us For More Information 367-3200  or  email: abaconiannews@gmail.com 

GET YOUR BUSINESS KNOWN!!

Nassau 242-457-4SOD (4763) or 225-4SOD (4763)
Abaco 242-357-6975  Fax: 242-367-2424

G R A S S
G R A S S
G R A S S

From Our Farm to Your Door!

We Now Have 
SOD

for Immediate
Delivery!

Located Don MacKay Blvd 
and Airport

Phone 367-2431   Marsh Harbour
Mon - Sat 7:30 - 5   Sun 10 - 5

Visa and MasterCard Accepted

BARGAINCAR RENTALS
Summer Special Rates

Mid Size Cars: $70 Daily - $350 Weekly
Full Size Cars &

Mini Vans: $80 Daily - $450 Weekly
** MON-THUR $10 OFF YOUR DAILY RATE

Don MacKay Blvd (Next to the Kidney Center)
PH: 367-0500, 225-3657 (Toll Free) Fax: 367-0501

Housebreaking
At 12:35pm on 7th June, 2013, 

a 37 year old female of Marsh Har-
bour, Abaco, reported that between 
23rd May, 2013 and 6th June, 2013, 
some unknown person/s broke into 
her residence at Marsh Harbour, 
Abaco. The culprit/s searched and 
stole one X-Box 360 game and an 
assortment of jewelry. Police action 
requested.

Investigations continue.

Housebreaking
At 11:45am on 6th June, 

2013, a 58 year old male of S.C. 
Bootle Highway Marsh Harbour, 
Abaco, reported that sometime 
around 11:00am on 6th June, 2013, 
person/s entered his residence.  Po-
lice action requested.

Suspect arrested
At 11:43am 7th June, 2013, 

Officers of the M.H.P.S. arrested a 
male suspect aged 24 years old of 
Dundas Town, Abaco at M.H.P.S. 
reference to this matter. Investiga-
tion continues.

Drug Arrest
Case#1-13-047288
At 3:35 am on 7th June, 2013, 

officers of the M.H.P.S. arrested a 
27 year old male of Dundas Town, 
Abaco, reference to Possession of 
Dangerous Drugs. Officers report-
ed arresting the suspect at Surfside 
Club sometime around 3:30 am 
same date where he was found in 
possession of a quantity of mari-
juana.

At 8:30pm on 7th June, 2013, 

he was charged for Possession of 
Dangerous Drugs. He was released 
on $500.00 bail to attend court on 
12th June, 2013.

  
Fraud by False Pretences

At 10:00am on 6th June, 2013, 
a 23 year old female of Marsh Har-
bour, Abaco reported that sometime 
on 27th March, 2013, a female paid 
for services with a FCIB Cheque 
in the amount $577.00. However, 
on 2/4/13 the cheque was returned 
indicating that the chequing account 
was closed. Police action requested.

Investigation continues.  

Housebreaking
At 5:15pm on 3rd June, 2013, 

a 62 year old Pastor of S.C. Bootle 
Hwy, Abaco, reported that some-
time between 7:00am and 4:45pm 
on 3rd June, 2013, some unknown 
person/s entered his residence and 
stole $200.00 in coins; a drill valued 
at $60.00; an Ipod Nano valued at 
$175.00 and digital camera valued 
at $150.00. Police action requested.

Investigation continues.

Stealing by Reason of 
Employment

At 3:00pm on 3rd June, 2013, 
a Security officer c/o a local resort, 
Abaco, reported that sometime be-
tween 31st May, 2013 and 1st June, 
2013, an employee stole $688.00 
cash that was received as dockage 
fee. Police action requested.

The employee is being sought 
in this matter.  Investigation contin-
ues.

Crime Report
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NEW COLOR
OPTIONS 

FOR YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

Call 367-3200 Fax 367-3677
abaconiannews@gmail.com

BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS FOR SALE

VEHICLES FOR SALE

Minimum for 3 lines in one issue $10 
Picture and 4 lines $25 B&W
Additional lines at $2 per line
Colored Photo additional $20
Spot Color high light on wording, 
additional $10  
Call 242-367-3200 Fax 242-367-3677 
Email: abaconiannews@gmail.com

Classified	Advertisements
Items for Sale, Employment, Services, Cars & Boats

BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS FOR SALE

13ft Boston Whaler, 2011- Super Sport/ w/
Trailer (Duty Paid) 40hp ELPT EFI Four 
Stroke Mercury (low hours)Like New! Bench 
seat w/backrest, sun top, bow locker storage, 
battery box & portable fuel tank w/hold down 
straps, stainless steel throughout.$12,500-goje-
na@bellsouth.net | 407.971.2122 or 366.0144

BOATS AND MARINE 
ITEMS FOR SALE

1996-Toyota Windom 2.5, White/Brown, Ra-
dio, CD, A/C.  Runs hot, needs a head gasket 
and front brake pads.  Will consider best of-
fer above $1,000.00.  Car is in Treasure Cay.  
Please call 475-3226.

2001 Ford Explorer, 2 door sport, excellent 
condition, located in Guana Cay, 80,000 miles. 
Call 475-1314

Get
 Results
Advertise with

 a Classified
TODAY

25’ Classic Mako, powered by a 300HP Ya-
maha, high pressure injected, little over 1200 
hrs. Asking $12,000 OBO. Call 242-365-5006, 
475-2479

26’ 1994 Mako, twin 150 4s stroke (less than 
400 hrs) live well, cd player, new speakers
Furuno Depth Finder, Garmin GPS $27,500 
Contact 305-242-6043 or hquin1902@gmail.
com

28’ “1990” Blackfin Original outboard con-
figuration Twin “2000” 250 Yamaha salt water 
series outboards running, in good condition.
Bahamas duty paid and registered.Tower with 
dual station controls Forward cabin with head
110v dockside plug in 18k or best offerBoat is 
located at Lighthouse Marina Abaco Bahamas
phone 242 366-0154 or 305 735-8550

31’ Tiara, 1990, Duty paid. Tuna tower. 
Needs engine wk. $20k obo. Truman major 
HT (242) 366-0101. Peggy FL (561) 789-3996

34’ Crusader, 270 Man diesel engine, GKW 
Northern Light generator, Garman GPS sys-
tem, depth finder and automatic pilot system. 
Stone crab and grouper trap pulley. $38,000 
OBO. Sleeps 6. Call 365-5006, 475-2479 or 
475-3701

42’ 1986 Bertram w/ twin 475HP Detroit die-
sel engines, 12KW Northern Lights generator, 
A/C. DUTY PAID $85,000. Call $242-699-
2259 or Email: htwaterco@gmail.com

GE Electric Stove, smooth top, color-bisque, 
excellent condition. $550. Contact 577-1585 or 
434-3337

48” Mason Ketch, all fiberglass, Perkin die-
sel, aluminum spars, 4’ 8” draft. $60,000. 
Will consider partner. Located in Green Turtle 
Cay. Call 305-393-2729 or E-mail: pkingsund-
owner@yahoo.com

RENTAL HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS

NEW COLOR
OPTIONS 

FOR YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

Call 367-3200 Fax 367-3677
abaconiannews@gmail.com

WANTED TO BUY
Wanted to Buy: Commercial Properties or 
Acreage in Abaco. Fast CASH buyer. Send 
location and asking price to AbacoLand@ho-
tmail.com.

Classified	Rates
Minimum for 3 lines of info 
$10 per issue
Picture and 4 lines $25 B&W
Additional lines at $2 per line
Colored Photo additional $20
Spot Color highlight on word-
ing, additional $10  

Call 242-367-3200 Fax 242-
367-3677 Email: abaconian-
news@gmail.com

PROPERTY & HOUSES  
FOR SALE

Houses and Land - For Rent and For Sale 
Classified	Advertisements

Get Results
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The New Plymouth Inn, Located in historic 
New Plymouth on Green Turtle Cay. The inn 
features quiet Colonial charm with 11 guest 
rooms, 50 seat restaurant and bar, garden and 
pool. Could be for spa, bonefish lodge, cor-
porate retreat, school for art, culinary, ocean 
research or family home. Designated historic 
landmark, circa 1820. Tax exempt. For sale by 
the owner of forty years. Priced to sell! Call 
1-242-365-4138 or 242-559-9104. 

Casuarina Point, tastefully furnished 3 bed 2 
bath house, central air, beach views, 15 mins 
from Marsh Harb. $1,200/mon. Ph. 367-2431

Marsh Harbour, Sky Developers 2 bed/1 
bath, furnished, with A/C, washer and drier, 
water included, $1100/mo. Call Mrs. Green at 
367-2660

Marsh Harbour, Sweeting’s Villiage, Duplex 
apartment, 2 bed, 2 bath, furnished, washer & 
dryer, central A/C. $1,000  per month. Call 
367-5351

Marsh Harbour, Sweeting’s Villiage, 1 bed, 
apt available for rent, fully furnished w/washer 
& dryer. Water included. Call 242-577-6571
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