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Red Cross appeals 
for donations

By Timothy Roberts
The Hon. Neko Grant, Minister of Pub-

lic Works and Transport and Member of 
Parliament, visited Abaco on January 13 
to sign a contract for the building of a new 
seawall at the freight dock at Sunshine 
Park in Hope Town.

The contract, a capital project (meaning 
the funding comes from central govern-
ment and is not part of local government’s 
recurrent budget) costing $206,394, was 
awarded to Abaco Tug and Transport 
which includes a new reinforced sea wall 
with sheet piling and other works. The 
work is scheduled to begin within a few 
weeks and is expected to be completed 
within three months.

Jonathan Higgs, manager of Abaco Tug 
and Transport, was on hand to sign the 
contract with the Minister and stated that 
he was grateful that his company was be-
ing awarded the contract and would fulfill 
their obligation on time and with quality 
workmanship.  

The project was tendered and bids 
opened at government’s Tenders Board 
through the Ministry of Finance in Nassau 
on December 15 that received three bids.

The Hope Town District Council relo-
cated freight deliveries from the main pub-
lic dock, which is used by Albury’s Ferry, 

Minister signs sea wall contract
Improvements will be made to Hope Town’s Sunshine Park 

Please see Contract                    Page  2

By Navardo Saunders
The Bahamas Red Cross Abaco Center 

is appealing for donations for earthquake 

victims in Haiti. Haiti, which was hit by a 

Please see Relief                           Page  6

By Larry Smith
Environment Minister Earl Deveaux 

has confirmed that the 48 megawatt power 
plant now under construction at Wilson 
City will burn diesel rather than heavy 
fuel oil when it is commissioned later this 
spring.

However, Michael Moss (the Freeport-
based electrical engineer who replaced Ab-

aco lawyer Frederik Gottlieb as Chairman 
of the Bahamas Electricity Corporation on 
January 1) told me that a final determina-
tion on possible higher prices for Abaco 
consumers had not been made. He said the 
plant should be operational sometime in 
June. 

Please see Power Plant           Page  5

Power plant will burn diesel

The Hon. Neko Grant, Minister of Public Works and Transport, was in Hope Town on January 15 to sign a contract for repairs to the 
dock at Sunshine Park. This picture shows Mr. Grant, third from left, handing the signed contract to Jonathan Higgs of Abaco Tug 
and Transport, the company that will be doing the work. They are at the park in Hope Town at the dock where freight is offloaded. 
Shown are Jeremy Sweeting, Chief Councillor of the Hope Town District Council; Nicole Campbell, Under Secretary in the Ministry; 
Mr. Grant; Mr. Higgs; Administrator Cephas Cooper; Lana Russell and Harold Malone, both members of the Council; and John 
Schaeffer, Ministry of Works engineer on Abaco.  

The Red Cross branch on Abaco is very busy assembling supplies for relief efforts in 
Haiti. The supplies include clothing, baby items and non-perishable food. The supplies 
will be shipped to Nassau to be consolidated with supplies there. The men shown are 
Walter Lightbourne and Anthony Joseph.    

Elbow Cay’s White Sound 
dune is being restored

Minister Neko Grant toured the White Sound area on Elbow Cay to see the restoration 
of the dune. The road on top was undermined during recent hurricanes, threatening to 
cause the road to collapse. Shown are Chief Councillor Jeremy Sweeting, Mr. Grant 
and Kevin Albury, the person who had the contract and made the repairs. Mr. Albury 
put in quarry topped with sand. It will be planted with sea oats that have extensive, 
deep roots that will anchor the sand.
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to Sunshine Park two-and-a-half years ago 
in order to relieve congestion at that loca-
tion. Jeremy Sweeting, Chief Councillor of 
the Hope Town District, said, “The Coun-
cil made the right move, but with very lim-
ited resources patched up Sunshine Park 
to welcome the change in locations. The 
move proved successful, as many of you 
felt and still feel that it has freed up heavy 
congestion with your freight arrivals. Over 
at the Post Office dock, parents feel much 
safer with their arriving school kids com-
ing off of the ferry, free from interacting 
with commercial activity.”

Mr. Sweeting spoke of the Council’s 
ongoing work to bring relief to some of 
the issues Hope Town has been facing in-
cluding the decade old problem with the 

Contract                            From Page 1 rebuilding of the dune at White Sound and 
the more recent problems with the freight 
dock at Sunshine Park, saying, “Make 
no mistake, your Hope Town Council is 
working hard for you!”

He thanked the Prime Minister and his 
government along with Mr. Grant for ad-
dressing their problems. “I stand here to-
day and applaud them. I wish to also thank 
my colleagues on Council for their hard 
work. All of our letters and constant fol-
low-ups and phone calls paid off.”

Central Abaco’s Senior Administrator 
Cephas Cooper opened the ceremony for 
the contract signing. He stated that Hope 
Town should be “a model district” and 
gave high praise to Mr. Sweeting for his 
work on improving their townships.

The Hope Town Primary School stu-
dents sang the national anthem.

Minister of Works Neko Grant and the official group listened as the Hope Town School 
students sang the national anthem. Mr. Grant was in Hope Town to sign the contract for 
repairs to the seawall at Sunshine Park. 

 Minister’s visit included review of dune restoration

The Minister of Works was pleased with the work to restore the dune in White Sound on 
Elbow Cay. The road along the top of the dune was undermined as the dune was washed 
out. The restored dune will be planted with sea oats that have roots that are extensive and 
will hold the sand and quarry in place.

bahamian cuisine
on Hope Town’s waterfront

Bar Opens Daily 10 a.m.
Closed on Tuesdays

Happy Hour 5 - 6 p.m.

Lunch & Dinner Daily
Lunch 11:30 am - 3 pm   •    Dinner 6 - 9 pm

Appetizers 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m
Call 366-0087 • 366-0292 • VHF Ch 16

ICE
RENTAL     BIKES
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During a tour of the Wilson City con-
struction site in December, Prime Minister 
Hubert Ingraham indicated that diesel fuel 
would “most likely” be used instead of the 
more polluting heavy fuel oil (also known as 
bunker C fuel). But, he added, Abaco con-
sumers may have to absorb the incremental 
cost of using the more expensive fuel.

“It is not appropriate at this time, when 
we are seeking to comply with world stan-
dards, for us to build a brand new plant 
using bunker C,” Mr Ingraham acknowl-

Power Plant                     From Page 1
edged at the time.

Currently, Nassau’s main power plant at 
Clifton uses heavy fuel oil as does the pri-
vately owned Grand Bahama power plant, 
but all plants in the Family Islands use die-
sel. BEC’s plan to burn heavy fuel oil at 
Wilson City has attracted much criticism 
from environmentalists and concerned res-
idents on Abaco.

A new environmental activist group 
called Abaco Cares was formed in direct 
response to this prospect. It held a public 
meeting on January 20 at the New Vision 
Ministries conference hall in Marsh Har-

bour. Led by Pastor Clint Kemp, who 
operates a fly fishing business at Schoo-
ner Bay, the group invited U.S. experts to 
talk about the potential dangers of bunker 
C fuel.

Heavy fuel oil-based power plants pro-
duce higher smokestack emissions as well 
as vast quantities of oily wastes that re-
quire management and disposal. Waste 
oil demands frequent off-site disposal or 
incineration as well as an increased risk of 
leaks and spills and the associated burden 
of environmental cleanup.

All BEC customers are presently billed 
according to the same base tariff struc-
ture and a levelised fuel surcharge. It 
is not yet known whether BEC’s bill-
ing systems can easily accommodate 
a fuel surcharge disaggregation. And 
the cost of diesel varies from one is-
land to another because of differing 
freight rates.

According to Mr. Moss, if the cost 
differential between diesel and heavy 
fuel oil (HFO) for the Wilson City 
plant is restricted to Abaco, consum-
ers here will face a surcharge increase 
between one and a half times and two 
times that incurred by BEC customers 
elsewhere in The Bahamas.

However, if the incremental fuel 
cost is spread among all BEC consum-
ers throughout the country, custom-
ers will experience a fuel surcharge 
increase of around 0.30 c/kWh - a 
three percent increase. This is because 
Abaco’s fuel consumption is relative-
ly small compared with BEC’s New 
Providence fuel consumption.

“While burning diesel at the Abaco 
plant would result in only a moderate 
increase in surcharge to the overall 

BEC customer base, and while the intro-
duction of HFO to the plant has not yet 
taken place, and while HFO is not used in 
any other Family Island plant, its introduc-
tion to Abaco could be avoided,” Mr Moss 
said.

In response, Abaco Cares argues that the 
continued use of diesel in Abaco should, 
if anything, result in a decrease in con-
sumer rates due to the operation of larger 
and more efficient engines at the new Wil-
son City plant. It said the introduction of 
higher rates for Abaco consumers would be 
“purely punitive.”

The additional costs of using diesel fuel 
at Wilson City have been variously put at 
$3.5 to $10 million a year by BEC spokes-
men. Both the Prime Minister and BEC 
Chairman Moss have said that the utility is 
working through the figures before a final 
determination on a possible rate increase 
is made.

But according to Clint Kemp, “The cur-
rent plant uses diesel, so there is no reason 
why doing so at the new plant should cost 
more. And because of all the complications 
involved in using heavy fuel oil, a large 
portion of the savings from the lower cost 
of HFO - perhaps a third or more - will be 
soaked up by additional construction and 
operating costs.”

Power plant may be operational by June

This is an aerial of the new power plant under construction in the Wilson City area. It shows 
the proximity of the plant to the Bight of Old Robinson, an extensive mangrove fisheries nurs-
ery. The pipeline to the dock will be approximately three miles. No changes in the plans have 
been announced yet because of the switch to diesel fuel. 

Hints for Helping Our
Environment

Energy effi cient tips
• Use  compact flourescent light 

bulbs. They use only one-third the 
elecricity and last up to 10 times lon-
ger. 
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Relief                                     From Page 1

massive earthquake on January 12 measur-
ing a whopping 7.0 on the Richter Scale, 
has suffered tremendous loss.

Chairman Barbara Johnson said, “There 
are many people who have lost everything. 
Their homes and livelihoods are gone. 
Many buildings which housed essential 
items, such as medicine and food, col-
lapsed. Many people are injured; many of 
them in critical condition. It’s just one big 
nightmare,” she said. “The people are in 
dire need of assistance.”

The Red Cross in New Providence and 
Abaco are appealing for donations from the 
public to send to the Red Cross in Haiti to 
distribute to the Haitian people. “The peo-
ple are in desperate need of first aid sup-
plies, diapers, formula for the babies and, 

of course, food,” said Ms. Johnson. “We 
are appealing to the public to come forward 
and assist. Today for Haiti, but tomorrow 
it could be The Bahamas. In fact, we could 
have had our share of devastation, too, be-
cause the same day Haiti was devastated by 
the earthquake The Bahamas was placed un-
der a tsunami watch. And not to forget after 
hurricane Floyd Abaco was in bad shape 
and people helped us get back on our feet.”

Ms. Johnson said the Red Cross is hop-
ing to get the same response from the public 
as it did in the aftermath of the hurricane 
that left Inagua in a state of devastation. 
“When Hurricane Ike struck Inagua, the re-
sponse [from Abaco] was really good,” she 
said. “It was overwhelming. So I’m hoping 
because it’s not Bahamians in need this time 
that the level of assistance would be any dif-
ferent.”

Several days after the earthquake, Ms. 

Johnson had received a $1000 donation 
from a generous member of the public to 
go toward the relief fund. A number of 
people had stopped by the Red Cross office 
in Marsh Harbour to drop off donations. 
Those donations were flown to Haiti, cour-
tesy of Sky Bahamas, on January 19.

Ms. Johnson urged members of the pub-
lic to continually make donations to the Red 
Cross for the earthquake victims. “It’s go-
ing to take at least a year for many people 
in Haiti to get back on their feet,” she ex-

plained. “They are going to need on-going 
assistance. So we are appealing to the public 
to donate food, medical supplies or money. 
Clothes are not a top priority at this time. 
I just want to remind people that it could 
have been The Bahamas and so we should 
do unto others as we would want them to 
do unto us.”

Donations can be dropped off at the Red 
Cross Center on Don MacKay Boulevard or 
to Ms. Johnson at Little Angels Academy in 
Marsh Harbour.

Many groups on Abaco are collecting money, food, clothing and other supplies to be sent 
to Haiti. Most of them will be sending these to Nassau for consolidation there. The Red 
Cross has been the most active. It is filling a 40-foot container donated by Tropical Ship-
ping that will ship it gratis to Nassau. 

Abaco is responding to Haitian disaster

Open Tuesday - Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

On Don MacKay Boulevard • Call 367-0544

Mandarin 
Fine Dining Restaurant

Chinese Cuisine
Specials

11 am - 5 pm $11.00 - $13.00
Kid’s Special

11 am - 5 pm $8.00

Recycle Aluminum Cans
Bin located next to Every Child Counts
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The Editor Says . . . The bunker C debate ends

Letters to the Editor
A Letter to 

Matthew McCoy
Reference is made to your letter ad-

dressed to Fred Gottlieb, the former Chair-
man of BEC and which was published in 
The Abaconian.

It is most unfortunate that you attempt to 
discredit Mr. Gottlieb by taking his state-
ments out of context. You should be aware 
that the sulphur emissions are directly re-
lated to the sulphur content of oil. Hence, 
by using oil with a lower sulphur content 
(percentage), the sulphur emissions (parts 
per million) would be reduced. Therefore, 
as stated by Mr. Gottlieb, the use of a low-
er sulphur oil will result in lower sulphur 
emissions. This is a fact. Further, the emis-
sions will meet international standards.

With regards to monitoring of the emis-
sions in Abaco, as previously stated, am-
bient air monitoring devices have been 
installed not only on the site, but also in 
surrounding areas. The data captured from 
the same will be collected by an indepen-
dent environmental specialist firm and 
made accessible to various stakeholders. 
Additionally, an Environmental Officer 
will be stationed at the site to further re-

enforce the Corporation’s commitment to 
the safety and sustainability of the environ-
ment.

We trust that this information provides 
clarity to the readers and correct your at-
tempts to discredit Mr. Gottlieb by taking 
his statements out of context.

 Management
 Bahamas Electricity Corporation

Dogs should 
not run free

Dear Editor,
I feel compelled to write this letter to 

remind dog owners that the free enjoyment 
of public roads is a right of any resident 
whether pedestrians, bike riders or car 
drivers and that aggressive dogs have al-
ready attacked pedestrians and bike riders 
in various areas of Marsh Harbour and 
Murphy Town.

An outdoor person, I used to enjoy 
regular walks on the Great Cistern Road, 
putting up with the odd dog barking at me. 
Lately two more dogs have been added to 
that particular one roaming free, not only 
barking but following me threateningly 
with bare teeth. One dog can be controlled, 
three dogs become a pack and therefore 
dangerous.

Could dog owners become conscious of 
their responsibilities and keep their dogs 
secured or in a fenced yard at least during 
the day or when they are not home?

 Concerned homeowner

Responding to “A Plea 
to Abaco Drivers”

Dear Editor,
I, too, share all the experiences that 

“Don’t want to be the healthiest Dead Man 
on the side of the road” does. My runs turn 
into a game of chicken with the drivers of 
Abaco. Can you not see me running be-
cause you are driving too fast to see? 

I have been ALMOST hit by taxi drivers 
heading to down the road as fast as they 
can to get to the next fare, Haitians with 
no drivers licenses a known fact, people 
texting or on their cell phones. PLEASE 

pay attention, folks. I am merely trying to 
exercise, work off stress. 

I cannot imagine what one of you would 
do if you hit a biker as in bicyclist, a walk-
er or runner. How would you feel for the 
rest of your life? These people are hus-
bands, fathers, mothers, wives, children, 
sisters and brothers. All because you were 
going too fast and or not paying attention 
or both. All any of us want to do is ride, 
walk, run on the road to stay healthy. Give 
us some room, wait for another car to pass 
before you try and squeeze between us be-
cause you have somewhere to go that is SO 
much more important than my life. It can 
wait three seconds! 

By the way, where are the police when 
these people are speeding down the road or 
driving without a license? Most of you can 
answer that one on your own. 

 Running Scared in Abaco

Praise for a 
government employee
Dear Editor,

I ask that your publish this letter written 
to the Prime Minister. 
To the Rt. Hon. Hubert A. Ingraham
To the Hon. Phenton O. Neymour
Dear Sirs,

It is not often, I am sure, that you re-
ceive letters of praise in government. It is 
likely a “thankless” job, and you have to 
obtain your own reward for your service. 
So, right away I would say “Thank you” to 
both of you for your ongoing work. I know 
very well that nothing is easy.

It is important to bring to your attention 
the hard work of another public servant - 
Mr. Henley Dawkins at the Water & Sew-
erage Corporation here in Marsh Harbour.

On Saturday, October 10, while a friend 
was mowing my lawn, he accidently hit 
the water supply meters and severed one of 
them. The water was spraying everywhere 
and flowing out on to the street, disrupting 
the water supply of three neighbors.

I called the emergency number and the 

Please see Letters                        Page  9

The reasons for switching away from 
bunker C for BEC’s new plant has been 
accepted and diesel fuel is now the choice. 
Left undecided is the cost difference to the 
consumer, if any, between diesel and the 
cheaper bunker C. It is interesting to note 
that most developing countries are phasing 
out their facilities that use heavy fuel oil 
primarily due to long term environmental 
and health issues. 

Although the initial landed cost of bun-
ker C is much cheaper than diesel, there 
are many other subtle and hidden factors 
which add to the final cost of using the 
cheaper fuel. Initial figures that we were 
given had BEC saving about $8 million per 
year in fuel costs by switching to bunker 
C. This alone makes it worth considering.

However, as the opposition mounted to 
the dirty bunker C, it became apparent that 
there were many other issues to be consid-
ered. A recent government statement indi-
cated that using diesel might be only a bit 
over $3 million in additional costs annually 
although the language was vague indicat-
ing it might be higher. Studies are under-
way on the known and the unknown factors 
affecting the final cost for using diesel.

Many of the hidden costs related to the 
use of bunker C are difficult to measure 
such as long range health issues, increased 
equipment maintenance, the effects of in-
creased pollution on our environment and 
ground water and other issues. Specifical-
ly, some of these follow. 

• The use of bunker C fuel increases 
the maintenance costs substantially. How 
much more depends on whether routine 
maintenance is carried out. 

• Heavy fuel oil exhaust emissions are 
full of toxic materials which generate health 
and environmental problems over time.  

• Monitoring the emissions from the 
bunker C exhaust is expensive and time 
consuming, if it is done properly. Those 
opposed to the use of this fuel are not satis-
fied that the monitoring would have been 
done or that corrective action would have 
been undertaken.

It should be easier to monitor the exhaust 
emissions when the plant is diesel powered 
and to keep the emissions at minimal levels 

as many of the harmful substances in bun-
ker C exhaust are not present in the diesel 
exhaust.

• Bunker C requires a special tanker for 
shipping and the heavy fuel oil must be 
heated to allow it to be pumped. 

• Eliminating the bunker C also elimi-
nates the need for a centrifuge which re-
moves water, heavy metals and other 
contaminants before the fuel is burned. 
Overlooked is the fact that these heavy 
metals and other substances in bunker C 
are either put into the atmosphere through 
the incinerator’s smoke stack, or they re-
main as a sludge or ash to be disposed of 
on land somewhere. 

• As with many issues at the plant, it 
has not been stated how the used engine oil 
will be disposed of no matter which fuel 
is used. 

• Engines using heavy fuel oil require 
a duel fuel system along with a different 
start/stop protocol. Bunker C engines are 
started on diesel fuel and switched to the 
heavier fuel when the engines are warmed 
up. Shutting these engines down requires 
first switching to diesel to purge the pumps 
and injectors of the heavy fuel oil which 
must be heated to flow through the system. 

• It has not been said but a three-mile 
pipeline for diesel from the shore to the 
plant should be simpler to install and main-
tain than the proposed twelve-inch pipe re-
quired for the heavy fuel oil. 

• Government spokesmen did not seem 

concerned about the need for a shallow 
draft tanker to bring the heavy fuel oil to 
the Wilson City terminal. Although we 
are sure that these ships exist, we are not 
aware that there are any now in The Ba-
hamas. However, there are many shallow 
draft tankers that regularly deliver diesel 
fuel to the Family Islands.

Although the switch to diesel was con-
firmed to Larry Smith by Minister Earl De-
veaux, nothing has been said on the design 
changes needed for diesel or conversely, 
on the design elements not needed now as a 
result of the switch to diesel. The engineer-
ing changes required for diesel are easier 
to contend with than the speciality items 
needed to handle the thick heavy fuel oil.

The docking facility and pipeline for 
diesel deliveries will be much simpler 
than required for delivering bunker C. 
Engineers and industrial architects will be 
working overtime to plan the modifications 
required by the use of diesel. In general 
terms, everything is easier by using diesel. 
It is possible that the fuel transfer facility 
can be moved closer to shore rather the 
current plan of 800 feet from shore. 

Although the new plant will not be 
moved, this change of fuel should make 
the facility more acceptable.  

As a country’s population becomes ac-
customed to a higher standard of living, 
expenses rise. Air conditioning, frozen 
foods, medical care, bigger cars and mo-
torboats all contribut to a better standard of 

living, but they come with a price tag that 
we have become accustomed to. As crude 
oil prices worldwide fluctuate, we have to 
adapt to changing electricity prices. These 
rates are apt to fluctuate higher. BEC and 
government are now deciding what our en-
ergy bill will be. 

One thing that has emerged from the 
BEC fuel issue is that informed and con-
cerned residents can come together and get 
government’s attention. An offshoot of the 
current BEC controversy has been the for-
mation of two new environmental groups, 
Abaco Cares and Responsible Develop-
ment for Abaco. How these will interact 
with our established Friends’ group and 
how they will collectively react to future 
issues remains to be seen. Abaco’s envi-
ronmentalists are finding their voice and 
are now comfortable in bringing these is-
sues to the attention of government and the 
public.

The final chapter on our new BEC plant 
has not been written  and, like a good mys-
tery, we await the next chapter. We are 
also watching our environmental groups to 
see where they are headed. 

We have taken liberties with Newton’s 
First Law of Motion formulated in 1687 
which seems to apply to governments. “A 
body in motion will not change its course 
until acted on by an outside force.” Con-
cerned people acting together in harmony 
can be an outside force to cause govern-
ment to change its direction.
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regular number and got no answer. I called 
the emergency number in Nassau and did 
get an answer. But they said they had no 
telephone number for Keith Thompson, 
who was their emergency contact.

After contacting the Fire Chief here in 
Marsh Harbour, I obtained a number for 
Henley Dawkins, who came right away. 
During the time we were waiting, another 
Water & Sewerage person was seen leav-
ing Abaco Hardware (which is next door to 
my home) and surely he could have noticed 
the water all over the road. But he made 
no attempt to come over. I did not see him 
myself or I would have approached him.

Mr. Dawkins came and repaired the leak 
quickly and we were struck by his pleasant 
personality.

To date, I have not received a call back 
from the messages I left on the answering 
machine at the Water & Sewerage office. 
When I visited the office to see the manager 
the following week, I was told he was “out” 
and there was “no way” to know when he 
would return and there was not a way to 
ever make an appointment to see him. You 
just had to “keep checking back.”

I am sure there is nothing that can 
change the bad ways of many at that com-
pany, but perhaps you could just keep Mr. 
Dawkins in mind if you ever need someone 
to get something done.

 Respectfully, 
 Annajean Roberts

Upset with 
bikers’ stunts

Dear Mr. Editor,
Thank you for allowing me to put a 

small piece in your paper concerning the 
young men who own street bikes, dirt 
bikes and four wheelers. The bikers here 
clearly think that everybody on Abaco 
loves them and enjoys their ridiculous and 
insanely stupid stunts they perform on their 
bikes. They especially love to perform 
these stunts in the middle of traffic on a 
very busy Friday afternoon and the best 
part about their “amazing” stunts as that 
they are not wearing any helmets or pro-
tection at all. They have street races over 
the weekend on Don MacKay Boulevard 
and they choose to do it in the wee hours 
of the morning. 

My two-year-old son is now terrified 
of motorcycles because of their loud bikes 
that disturb him from sleep. I am 100 per-
cent sure I am not the only person in Marsh 
Harbour that experiences their street rac-
ing. The bikes are so loud that you would 
literally think that they are racing right in 
your living room. Something needs to be 
done about these so called “street racers.” 

I say “Book them!” Give them a heavy 
fine or confiscate the motorbikes just be-
cause of the insanely stupid stunts they per-
form. They are riding around without pro-
tection which as far as I know is supposed 
to be illegal. I can guarantee that if it were 
me out there on a busy Friday afternoon 
doing wheelies in and out of traffic and not 
wearing protection, I would be fined or 
maybe even locked up for the night. 

A bout two months ago I witnessed a 
young man on a white four wheeler try to 
do a wheelie on the corner by K&S Auto. 
He could barely hold the bike up so he 
started to wobble and almost toppled over 
into a line of oncoming traffic.

If something isn’t done soon, these 
young men are going to end up dead. But I 
guess it’s like the old saying goes, “A fool 
always dies before his time.” So if they 
get booked and still continue to perform 
their stunts, then they only deserve what’s 
coming.

Thank you for allowing me to put a 
piece in you paper.

 Nicolette Russell

An alternative view 
 of the power plant

Dear Sir,
It is very much in vogue to be recog-

nized as an environmentalist these days. 
Too bad for me. Once again I am standing 
on the outside looking in on all the popular 
people. I am an environmentalist though, 
just not a committed one, at least not as it 
is described in the global community today. 
For instance, while I believe there is some-
thing to the worldwide call for attention to 
global warming, I do not believe that man 
is contributing to it as drastically as the far 
left “green” folks would have us believe, 
and I do not believe that man can slow it 
down. In other words, I’m one of those 
stupid people who believes that the earth 
is going through a natural warming cycle. 
And why do I believe such nonsense? Be-
cause there are many experts who say so. 
But, of course, we never hear from them 
because their interpretations of the future 
do not jibe with the very left wing inter-
pretation. (That is why I watch the fair and 
balanced folks for my news.)

In any event, I wrote to offer my input 
on the new BEC plant at Wilson City. The 
first thing I’d like to say is that I am even 
more brilliant than I realize sometimes be-
cause I prophesied from the very beginning 
that no matter what they used for fuel in 
the new generators, electricity would not 
be any cheaper than it was before. In fact 
most likely it would be more expensive. 
The new BEC plant must be paid for, and 
we – the consuming public – are the own-
ers of this new debt, necessary as it is, and 
how will we pay for it? Higher electric-
ity bills, of course. I cannot remind you 
enough that the government does not give 
us anything. They are spending our mon-
ey, and we Abaconians are paying for a 
lot more than we realize. Not everything 
paid for with Abaco’s money comes back 
to Abaco.

I think it is a good thing that the gov-
ernment is going to revisit its decision to 
use Bunker-C fuel. It is nasty stuff. Quite 
frankly we cannot depend upon a govern-
ment-run facility of any kind – anywhere 
in the world – to be run at its most effi-
cient and therefore its safest level. So if 
the government should decide to actually 
burn diesel instead of Bunker-C, I think we 
should see that as a victory for the people 
of Abaco and move on. It is very hard for 
me to believe that my government moved 
so stealthily on this new BEC plant that the 
public was caught off guard. The fact that 
the environmentalists are just now getting 
geared up suggests to me that they may 
have been a bit disorganized. Governments 
are just not that well organized and cer-
tainly not my government.

Alternative means of generating elec-
tricity make for great discussion, and in 
fact might become reality one day. But in 
the meantime the existing plant has been 
run to death. It has long since been out-
grown. We not only need a bigger and 
better electricity generating plant here on 
Abaco, but we need it NOW! And, we 
damn well deserve it. I for one am not pre-
pared to delay the coming on line of the 
new BEC plant. The carbon footprints of 
the United States, China, India and others 
are very likely already poisoning me more 
than one new local power plant will. And 
we pay a premium for electricity. So at the 
very least, it should be a consistent supply.

Finally, I was asked recently why my 
government thought it necessary to spend 
so much money to attend the recent en-
vironmental seminar in Copenhagen. The 
answer is very easy. There has been pro-
posed for the first time a world environ-
mental government that will, among other 

things, decide which developing nations 
of the world will benefit from the billions 
of dollars that will be made available to 
assist them in developing and/or imple-
menting the use of more environmentally 
friendly sources of energy. And like any 
good third world leaders, our government 
had to make a good showing in Denmark 
so as to let the world know that the Ba-
hamas will be a good little foot soldier in 
the drive to save the planet. Do we have a 
choice? The short answer is NO! If every 
Bahamian believed that this whole “save 
the planet” thing was a jolly good waste of 
time, we will still have to obey the wishes 
of those bigger dogs on the block who will 
chase us back under the porch if we don’t 
tow the line.

Mr. Editor, thank you very kindly for 
publishing an “alternative” view on an of-
ten times unchallenged subject. I realize 
that challenging a wildly popular held belief 
is not always an easy thing to do. That’s 
why you all have me, your Uncle Billy, to 
bail you out. (Oh, boy, what a most unfor-
tunate choice of words. Bailout?)

 Sincerely,
 William (Billy) Roberts

A novel approach to 
the power problem 

To the Editor,
If Minister Deveaux is so understand-

ably concerned with the extent to which 
Abaconian power bills are subsidized by 
Nassau, as indicated in a recent issue, a 
solution is at hand: let Abaco form an elec-
trical cooperative and purchase the power 
station and the grid from government. This 
could be accomplished using as models 
the small rural electrical co-ops of which 
there are over 800 in the United States and  
would result in a win-win situation for 
both Abaconians, who would gain control 
over their energy future, and the citizens 
of Nassau who would no longer bear the 
burden of an Abaco subsidy and would see 
their electric bills decrease.

Here is how it would work:
• An electrical co-op would be formed 

on Abaco (Abaco Electric Co-op or AEC) 
owned by the customers of AEC and its 
employees and governed by an elected 
board.

• AEC would purchase the Abaco assets 
of BEC, providing much needed cash for 
central government.

• The debt used to acquire the as-
sets would be amortized and included on 
monthly power bills to the owners/custom-
ers of AEC.

The advantages are:
• AEC and its elected board, operating 

under guidelines for power plant emis-
sions as established by central govern-
ment, might see moderate rate increases 
but would gain the freedom to decide mat-
ters such as the type of fuel to be used, 
the siting of support facilities, such as fuel 
depots and pipelines, mandates for alterna-
tive energy usage, investment required to 
allow reverse metering and other forward-
looking technologies, administrative struc-
ture and expense, connection charges and 
conditions for large scale developments 
proposed for Abaco, etc.

• The employees of AEC would hold a 
meaningful number of shares and would 
be completely accountable to their fellow 
owners and customers on Abaco, and not a 
minister in Nassau.

• Nassau would free itself of the burden 
of dealing with the wide array of concerns 
expressed by Abaconians regarding the 
numerous issues raised by the new plant 
which would become wholly the concern 
of AEC. This would no doubt be welcome, 
given the tenor of Minister Deveaux’s 
comments. Under a power commission, 
central government would retain control 
over environmental and safety standards.

• AEC would represent a significant 
step forward in the Prime Minister’s well 
established intent to continue to devolve 
power from the center to island communi-
ties.

The next step would be for a working 
group comprising Abaconians and govern-
ment explore the financing options avail-
able to AEC. Fortunately, both the Prime 
Minister and the chairman of BEC are Ab-
aconians and could greatly help drive the 
process forward.

 Sincerely,
 Jim Todd

What can I do? 
What difference will it make?

Who cares? 
Dear Editor,

I have heard these sentiments hundreds 
of times in the last few months as we have 

Letters to the Editor

Please see Letters                      Page  22
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White Sound, Elbow Cay

For reservations call 366-0065 or 366-0359 or VHF 16
email : info@seasprayresort.com 

Boat House Restaurant

Valentine’s Day Menu
February 12th, 2010

Soup
Curry Crab Soup

Salad
Tomato Basil Salad on Spinach

Entrees
Rack of Lamb w/ Rosemary Red Wine Sauce

Grilled Salmon topped w/ Crab Meat & Hollandaise Sauce
Roast Duck Breast w/ Blueberry Sauce

Entrees served w/ your choice of Tarragon Au Gratin Potatoes
or Herb Wild Rice

Dessert
Chocolate Chip Cheesecake or Strawberry Cheesecake

$40 per person
Gratuity not included

Live Music by the ever popular 

New Entry Band

News of the Cays
Art Workshop is 

held in Hope Town
By Jennifer Hudson

Ten local artists and  some beginners 
joined with another 14 artists from through-
out the United States for an art workshop 
in Hope Town which ran from January 
4-14. Despite working outside in the very 
cold weather everyone said that they really 
enjoyed the experience. The workshop was 
led by renowned artist and teacher, Walter 
Bartman, who has been conducting excit-
ing national and international workshops 
since 1976. 

This is the eighth year he has brought 
the workshop to Hope Town and he  finds 
the island so conducive to painting that he 
is already booked to come back again next 
year. “We had an excellent workshop and 
I was very impressed with the interest and 
energy from the locals,” he stated. Last 
year only two local persons participated 
and Marlee Mason, who helps Mr. Bart-
man coordinate the workshop, expressed 

how delighted she was to see how the com-
munity has begun to respond and that there 
was a wide age range of local students this 
year.  

Last year Kayleigh Sands, who had just 
graduated from Forest Heights Academy, 
was the recipient of a scholarship to par-
ticipate. She participated again this year 
and Mr. Bartman was extremely pleased 
with how well her painting had progressed. 
Kayleigh and her teacher were excited that 
two of her paintings sold at the culminating 
art show.  

This year’s scholarship recipient was 
Monique Thompson, a tenth grade student 
at Agape School. Mr. Bartman worked one 
on one with her and stated that he was very 
satisfied with the work of both Kayleigh and 
Monique, whom he described as “intense.”

“I find it a real pleasure to work with the 
young ones; they are the future and worth 
our investment,” he stated. “I want to en-
courage the youth and further their art tal-
ent and I will ask for businesses to sponsor 
some students in future workshops.”   

Monique was se-
lected for the scholar-
ship by Marlee Mason, 
who first “discovered” 
her while they were 
working on the mural 
at Standard Hardware. 
Ms. Mason and Mr. 
Bartman provided her 
supplies and Albury‘s 
Ferry service assisted 
with transportation. 
Monique is apprecia-
tive of her school prin-
cipal being supportive 
in giving her the time 

off to participate in the 
workshop. “My family 
was very excited that I 
was offered this great 
opportunity,” stated 
Monique, who admits 
that she was “very 
scared” as it was the 
first time she had paint-
ed in water colours and 
acrylic. “I really en-
joyed it and learned a 
lot. I look forward to 
going back  next year 
as I have been invited 
to return by Mr. Bart-
man,” she said. 

Joli Feszt, a Hope 
Town resident who is a 
former art teacher and 
was participating for 
the first time this year, 
stated that she found 
Mr. Bartman to be a very good and help-
ful instructor who taught them a lot. She 
was impressed by how diplomatic he was 
in helping those who were beginners.  

Mr. Bartman began each day with lec-
tures, then sent the artists off to find a sub-
ject to paint  whether it be plants, sky, wa-
ter, houses or portraits. On the final day of 
the workshop the paintings were displayed 
at the Hope Town Harbour Lodge. The 
showing was well attended by residents 
who were curious to see the results of all 
the work they had seen going on around 
town all week. 

Another sponsor of supplies for scholar-
ship students was a visiting student, Bruce 
Steinhart.

More people are needed to get involved 
with donating money for art supplies for 
the  scholarship students as the supplies are 
very expensive. Marlee Mason would like 
anyone who is willing to assist to contact 
her at 367-2790. She will purchase sup-
plies which she will distribute to the schol-
arship recipients. 

Walter Bartman is an artist who conducts an art workshop an-
nually in Hope Town. This year the response from Abaco art-
ists and students was great and Mr. Bartman was pleased with 
the progress they all made. He is shown here with Kayleigh 
Sands, a graduate of Forest Heights Academy who took the 
course last year as well.    

Please see Cays                           Page  11
Mr. Walter Bartman’s students displayed their art work at the 
Hope Town Harbour Lodge on completing a workshop with 
him. Several Abaco artists were pleased to sell some of their 
work. 
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Man-O-War residents 
want a community centre

On January 14 Mr. Eddie’s Room at the 
Man-O-War School was filled to capacity 
as residents attended a town meeting called 
by Chief Councillor Jeremy Sweeting.

The meeting was called to look into the 
possibility of constructing a much needed 
community centre. Two recent events were 
threatened by weather, the Community 
Christmas Tree Lighting and the traditional 
Christmas morning celebration.

The meeting was co-hosted by Chief 
Councillor Jeremy Sweeting and Arthur 
Elden, Chairman of the Sojer Day commit-
tee. Mr. Sweeting spoke briefly of the need 
for the building and a plan to pay for it. He 
explained the need for several committees 
to be formed to ensure proper organiza-
tion. A steering committee will direct the 
overall project. This steering committee 
will have three sub-committees: a contrac-
tors’ committee, a fundraising committee, 
and a government relations committee.

The contractors committee will look into 
the particular kind of building, the size, 
etc. The fundraising committee will look 
into raising funds within the community 
to pay the costs. The government relations 
committee will consist of the two MOW 
council members, who would be in con-
stant follow-up with central government to 
have some funds allocated to the project. 

 The floor was open and several ideas 
were exchanged on the project. During 
these exchanges, several contractors were 
accepting of the idea that if the government 
funded the purchase of materials, the resi-

dents would build it.
 After the meeting the residents were en-

couraged to sign up on a committee. The 
organizers were pleased that the commit-
tees have a good number of members to 
take on this project.  

MOW plans Flea Market
The 24th annual Flea Market will be 

held on February 13. This event promises 
to provide much entertainment as well as 
raising needed funds for the Man-O-War 
Primary School. The organizing commit-
tee will be offering all food and drinks and 
will have the traditional White Elephant 
Tables with lots of new and used items in-
cluding a great used book stall. 

There will be games for children and 
adults, crab races, an auction and a raffle, 
lots of activities to satisfy everyone. 

Albury’s Ferry will be running special 
ferries with a discounted rate from Marsh 
Harbour to Man-O-War. Call the ferry of-
fice for the ferry schedule.

Family contributes
 to Hope Town

For the past 20 years the Megaloudis 
family has spent summers on Abaco and 
their children pretty much grew up there. 
However, tragedy struck in 2004 when their 
daughter Nicole was killed in an automobile 
accident. Her ashes are scattered in Hope 
Town. She was a soccer player and was at-
tending college on a soccer scholarship. 

After Nicole died, the family wanted 
to “give back” to the community that em-
braced them during their grief and they 

More News of the Cays
Cays                                    From Page 10

Please see Cays                         Page  12
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More News of the Cays
knew that soccer was the way. 

They have been holding the Remember 
Nicole soccer clinic in Hope Town every 
December since 2005 and have watched 
the local children and visitors hone their 
soccer skills. On December 28, 2009, 60 
children participated in this year’s clinic. 
They also donate used soccer equipment 
(uniforms, soccer cleats, etc.) to the Hope 
Town community.

Mrs. Megaloudis’ sister and her husband, 
second homeowners Judi and Mitch Milesi, 
have donated much sporting equipment to 
the community, including bleachers.  

The family also set up the Nicole Mega-
loudis Foundation, a non-profit organiza-
tion that awards need-based scholarships 

Cays                                    From Page 11
to deserving students to help them attend 
university. To date the foundation has 
awarded 24 scholarships, totaling $60,000, 
ranging in award amounts from $1,000 
to $5,000 each. Their mission is to help 
students realize their dreams and to allow 
Nicole’s memory to live on. For more in-
formation about the foundation go to 

www.RememberNicole.org

Hope Town District 
Council meets

By Timothy Roberts
Representatives for Joe’s Cay Limited 

met with the Hope Town Council during 
its meeting on January 14 to discuss and 
to answer questions concerning their pro-
posed project which includes 19 villas, a 
new beach with breakwaters and a dock-

ing area. The project has been coming up 
against resistance from local residents who 
fear the project is too large for the cay and 
thinks dredging for the docking area will 
cause too much harm to the delicate man-
groves in the area.

Vernon Wells, Deputy Director of 
Cavalier Construction, owner of Joe’s Cay 
Limited and developers of the project, 
along with their lawyer, Adrian White, at-
tended the meeting on the behalf of Joe’s 
Cay. Mr. Wells asked the Council if the 
members had received a letter that was sent 
to them in December because he had not 
received a response yet. Jeremy Sweet-
ing, Chief Councillor for the Hope Town 
District, apologized saying he thought a 
response had been sent.

Mr. Sweeting informed Mr. Wells that 

Sixty children attended this year’s one day soccer clinic held annually in Hope Town. The 
clinic is one way the  Megaloudis family is remembering their daughter who was killed 
a few years ago in a tragic automobile accident. She was attending college on a soccer 
scholarship. The family has contributed sporting equipment to the town as well as hold-
ing this clinic.

the site plan had been posted locally and 
that they were waiting for public response 
to the project. They had received only one 
letter at the time of the meeting.

Mr. Wells said they are still waiting to 
move forward with the project and felt that 
response has been favorable. They have 
received the necessary approvals from the 
BEST Commission and have been going 
through all the proper channels but are 
waiting for Hope Town Council to give 
formal approval.

Mr. White added that BEST (Bahamas 
Environmental Science and Technology 
Commission) has given verbal approval 
for the site, and he feels they are pleased 
with all the environmental concerns which 

Please see Cays                          Page  13

The Hope Town District Council members did an on-site inspection of the Hope Town Inn 
and Marina, a project across the harbour from the community. The developer is dredg-
ing to allow a the construction of docks. The construction is being supervised by Ainsley 
Harrison shown in the picture facing the camera. 
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Our Valentine Selections – Book Now and SAVE!!!
3 Nights in Miami   From $341.00 per Person!
3 Nights in Orlando  From $502.00 per Person!
3 Nights in West Palm      From $477.00 per Person!
4 Night Celebrity Cruise   From $618.00 per Person!

Prices Subject to availability.   •  All Taxes Included
Packages to Florida cities include round trip tickets for two, 

a 3 night hotel stay and 3 day car rental.
Only at A & W Travel Service – Call Today!  367-2806

Joe’s Cay has addressed.
Erica Russell, a Hope Town resident, 

commented that the Minister of Envi-
ronment, the Hon. Dr. Earl Deveaux, 
said there would be no approval given 
until another town meeting was held and 
the opportunity given for the plans to be 

reviewed.
A bone of contention during this meet-

ing involved the letter that was submit-
ted by then owner, Morris Davies to the 
Hope Town Council in 2004 for several 
houses which was given approval in prin-
cipal. Council member Walter Sweeting, 
who was on the board at that time, said 
there was no physical copy of that letter 

More News of the Cays
Cays                                   From Page 12

on file. Another former member of 
that Council in attendance, Roscoe 
Thompson, said he had no copy 
anywhere in his files.

Mr. White presented them with 
an unsigned copy of the origi-
nal letter which was read to the 
Council. The letter stated that Mr. 
Davies desired to build a bridge 
to connect Joe’s Cay to the main-
land and that he wanted to put in 
some boulders in order to create 
a sheltered bay and dredge on the 
inside to facilitate a dock and a few 
boats. It stated that he wanted to 
build a second home for himself 
and a limited number of cottages 
for friends and families.

Mr. Walter Sweeting said that 
approval was given at that time be-
cause it was thought, due to facts 
stated by Mr. Davies, that the intent 
was for three to four small homes 
or cottages. It was also noted that 
approval was given for the homes; 
however, no approval was given for the 
bridge and boulders or for dredging in that 
area. 

It was argued that the approval in prin-
cipal had expired because no further con-

Hope Town now requires that freight be offloaded 
at Sunshine Park rather than the Upper Public 
Dock. This view of the dock shows an attractive 
gazebo for the comfort of passengers who come 
and go on the ferry.

Please see Cays                          Page  18The wall behind the Hope Town Post Office is dangerous. John Schaeffer recommends 
that it be domolished before it falls against the supports of the Post Office building. 
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Electrical ContractorsElectrical Contractors
LIGHTING SHOWCASE & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Tel: 367.5145   Fax: 367.5144
US: 561.283.3744     Email: abacobill30@yahoo.com

Don Mackay Blvd - next to Wood You FurnitureDon Mackay Blvd - next to Wood You Furniture

By Jennifer Hudson 
In January the Hon. Byron Woodside, 

Minister of Local Government, visited 
Hope Town, Guana Cay and Man-O-War 
Cay to get a first hand report of their prob-
lems. Also the Hon. Earl Deveaux, Min-
ister of the Environment, visited Central 
Abaco to review operations at the recently 
opened sanitary landfill. 

Six new citizens, all of Haitian descent, 
were sworn in on January 30 by Chief Im-
migration Officer for Abaco, Hubert Fer-
guson. Also present for the ceremony were 
the Minister of Immigration, the Hon. 
Branville McCartney, and the Director of 
Immigration, Jack Thompson. 

Glender Knowles, Peggy Thompson and 
Steve Dodge were this year’s winners from 
Abaco of the prestigious Cacique Award. 
They were presented with their trophies at 
the 13th Annual Cacique Awards Ceremo-
ny held in Nassau on January 30. 

On February 3 the Duke of Topsail, 
which hauls cargo between West Palm 
Beach and Abaco, docked at Marsh Har-
bour’s port making it the 600th voyage for 
her captain, Capt. Michael Bethel. 

Hundreds of potential farmers and in-
terested persons turned out to meetings 
in North and Central Abaco at which 
BAIC Executive Chairman Edison Key 
announced that five and 10 acre plots are 
now available for leasing at reduced cost 
for farmers to grow crops for local con-
sumption. 

On February 28 the Bahamas Christian 
Network television station, owned by Sil-
bert and Dolly Mills, was officially opened 
by the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Hu-
bert Ingraham. Many dignitaries were in 
attendance.  

Vinceia Coackley, a twelfth grade stu-

dent at Forest Heights Academy, not only 
won the local Junior Achievement speech 
contest but went on to win the Rotary 
Speech Contest in Nassau. 

A clean-up, sponsored by the South 
Abaco District Council, the Abaco Club at 
Winding Bay, the Ministry of Tourism and 
Keep Abaco Beautiful, began at Hole in the 
Wall Lighthouse in South Abaco to clear 
the lighthouse and its surrounding build-
ings of unsightly accumulated debris. 

Housing Minister, the Hon. Kenneth 
Russell, presented keys to a new home-
owner in Spring City. The three-bedroom, 
two-bath home was one of 100 low cost 
homes the government is constructing in 
that community. 

Man-O-War Cay hosted its first heritage 
day, Sojer Day, on April 4.This first Sojer 
Day was intended as a ceremonial tribute 
to the ancestors and founding fathers and 
was officially opened by the Hon. Byron 
Woodside, Minister of State for Lands and 
Local Government. 

His Excellency, Hu Dinxian, the Chi-
nese Ambassador to The Bahamas, toured 
several farms during his day on Abaco on 
March 24.  

Abaco’s first contingent of Royal Baha-
mas Defence Force Rangers was inducted 
on April 4 in a formal ceremony at the 
Marsh Harbour freight dock. Forty-seven 
students were officially inducted.  

Hope Town School placed first in the 
Primary School Division of the UNESCO 
Sandwatch programme’s worldwide video 
competition. 

May 15 marked the first Haitian Flag 
Day in Marsh Harbour. Hundreds of Hai-
tians, with a handful of Bahamians, joined 
with thousands of other Haitians in New 
Providence and Grand Bahama in celebrat-

ing their history.  
The First Annual Lionfish Derby was 

held on Green Turtle Cay on June 6. 
Twenty-five registered boats pulled 1,408 
of these red and white striped predators 
from the waters by the end of the day. 
This first lionfish derby ever was deemed 
a great success. 

A 271-foot barge loaded with close to 
6,000 tons of scrap metal including junk 
cars, refrigerators, stoves, heavy equip-
ment and other junk metal, which had been 
crushed by a crane,  left Abaco for Tampa 
where the trash  would be recycled.

Nine Abaconians were named in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours for service to 
their community. Those honored were 
Vernon Malone, Ritchie Albury, Bateman 
Sands, Walter Sweeting, Benjamin Pinder, 
Scott Weatherford, Capt. Lewis Key, Ce-
cil Mills and Ann Parotti.  

In a joint exercise between the Depart-
ment of Immigration, the Royal Bahamas 
Defence Force and the Royal Bahamas Po-
lice Force, a surprise raid was simultane-
ously carried out upon three Haitian com-
munities in Abaco - the Mud, Pigeon Peas 
and Sandbanks - resulting in the rounding 
up of 305 migrants. 

On August 11 Abaco welcomed 19 Miss 
Universe contestants who spent the day 
sightseeing and enjoying a beach party in 
North Abaco.  

The Bahamas Electricity Corporation 
hosted a Town Meeting on September 10 
at New Vision Ministries to inform the 
people of Abaco about its plans for the 
new generating plant under construction at 
Wilson City. Between 700 and 800 people 
attended this orderly meeting to hear top 
personnel from BEC and government min-
isters giving an overview of the research 

and options BEC had considered before 
deciding on generators burning Bunker C 
fuel and many voiced their concerns. 

An early morning fire on October 5 
destroyed nine houses in the Mud. There 
were no injuries but about 39 documented 
people were left homeless.  

The new runway at the Marsh Harbour 
International Airport was opened for one 
day only. Bahamasair, Western Air,  Sky 
Bahamas and several private planes took 
advantage of it. But since the runway had 
not been approved by Federal Aviation 
Authority officials, commercial flights 
from the U.S. could not use it.  

During the month of October two pro-
tests took place. The first took place out-
side the  S.C. Bootle High School, Coo-
per’s Town, where parents and students 
expressed their concern that the school was 
short four teachers so far into the school 
year. The other took place in front of the 
post office in Marsh Harbour where a small 
group, mostly from Hope Town, gathered 
to express their concern about the pollu-
tion they felt would be caused by the use of 
Bunker C fuel in the new BEC power plant 
under construction at Wilson City. 

Two teachers from Abaco were selected 
from teachers nationwide to receive the 
annual Fidelity Sir Gerald Cash National 
Distinguished Teachers’ Awards. Candace 
Key from Hope Town School and Neulessa 
Lundy-Major of the Central Abaco Prima-
ry School were honored during a ceremony 
held at Government House in Nassau on 
October 23. 

Four persons died and another was left 
badly injured on November 6 in a shocking 

The highlights of 2009

Please see Highlights               Page 15
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“Honesty and Quality
You Can Count On”

Brandon Thompson
242-357-6532

Dock Construction
Residential and Commercial

Customized to suit your lifestyle

Boat Lifts
Sales and Service

Quality boat lift dealer for 10 years
And Much More...

Offering unsurpassed attention to
detail with almost two decades 

of hands on experience

Contact us today! 

www.lbtmarine.com
bthompson@lbtmarine.com

Cell: 242-357-6532
Ph/Fax: 242-367-2704

two-car head-on collision on the S.C. Boo-
tle Highway near Andy’s Service Station in 
Treasure Cay.  

A delegation of investors from China 
visited Abaco on November 13 to look into 
the possibility of developing large scale 
farming on Abaco. They toured several 
farms in South Abaco and the abandoned 
citrus farm in North Abaco, taking soil 
samples for testing.  

A fire, which occurred at approximate-
ly 6.30 p.m. under a switchboard at The 
Bahamas Electricity Corporation Power 
Station in Marsh Harbour, disrupted the 
power supply for all of Abaco for several 
hours. Approximately three hours later 
power was restored to over 50 percent  of 
consumers and supply was restored to all 
areas by the following afternoon.  

 The Faith Walk Church of God Cathe-
dral in Cooper’s Town was completed after 
eight years of construction and dedicated 
on November 29, bringing to reality Bish-
op Archilus Cooper‘s dream. 

Four engines and generators arrived at 
the Marsh Harbour port on December 10. 
On December 12 a special truck connected 
to a trailer with 16 axles began moving the 
equipment to the new BEC site about 18 
miles away at Wilson City. It was antici-
pated that each trip with the biggest parts 
would take eight hours. BEC, BTC and 
Cable Bahamas worked together in lifting 
or disconnecting wires that were too low 
for the equipment to pass under. Prime 
Minister Ingraham toured the new BEC 
site on December 12. Concerned residents 
were invited to attend, and Mr. Ingraham 
told them that there is a “good chance” that 
diesel will be used instead of Bunker C but 
that it could result in an increase in elec-
tricity bills.

Highlights                      From Page 14

By Navardo Saunders
Local Junkanoo groups are gearing up 

to take Don MacKay Boulevard by storm. 
Some groups are confident of victory 
while others are prepared to do just their 
best. Six groups will participate in the 
senior parade scheduled to take place on 
February 20. They include the defending 

champs, the Treasure Cay Explorers, their 
arch-rivals Spring City Rockers, the Dun-
das Town Supreme Dancers, the Murphy 
Town Motown Shockers, the Sandy Point 
Earth Movers and the newcomers Lil Is-
land Slammers from Green Turtle Cay. All 
of the groups are spending countless hours 
in their shacks preparing for their show-
down.

Noel St. Claude of the Treasure Cay Ex-
plorers says his group wants nothing more 
than to make it two in a row. His group is 
focused and intends to wow the thousands 
of spectators who are expected to witness 
the parade. But Noel also knows that in or-
der to take the crown again they’ll have to 
be on their A game. He expects the other 
groups to leave everything on the parade 
route. And they will have to if they intend 
to keep the top prize out of the Spring City 
Rockers, which until last year reigned su-
preme.

Colin Curry, a representative of the 

Rockers, said the group intends to bring 
all or nothing. “We’re coming with blood 
in our eye,” Curry said. “We are getting 
ready to put on spectacular performance. 
We want to win it all.”

While most bets are on the Rockers and 
Explorers, the Murphy Town Motown 
Shockers and Dundas Town Supreme 
Dancers have their sights set on victory. 
Inside their respective shacks group mem-
bers are working at fever pitch on costumes 
and dance choreography. Group members 
from both groups said they plan to come 
out on top. Inside the Shockers shack the 
song Ain’t No Stopping Us Now, We’re 
on the Move played in the background as 
the group members constructed costumes.

The two smaller groups, the Earthmov-
ers and Lil Island Slammers, know that 
expectations of their winning are not that 
high, but they aren’t paying any attention 
to the noise, except for inside their shacks 
where there is, to borrow the quote made 

famous by President Barack Obama, a 
sense of Yes, We Can. These two groups 
did not have much to say. While they feel 
good about their chances, they believe 
“talk is cheap.”

Chairman of the local Junkanoo com-
mittee, William “Tony” Davis, says the 
Junkanoo weekend should be a very excit-
ing one. So far plans are going well and 
everything is being put in place for a well-
organized parade.

He said the Ministry of Tourism has 
done even more this year to promote the 
parade, but other partners are needed.

“Right now we’re trying to get the 
Chamber of Commerce to partner with 
us,” he said. “We need all the help we can 
get so that the parade can go off without a 
hitch.”

Davis announced that the junkanoo 
groups will reveal their themes for the pa-
rade during a promotion at Burns House on 
January 30.

Junkanoo groups are preparing for competition
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is a private charter plane company 
providing safe, reliable transportation to 

and from the islands of the Bahamas 
and southeastern Florida.

has its new facility at the Marsh Harbour 
International Airport. We are a full service FBO 
with Customs, Immigration, Fuel, VIP Lounge 
and many other fi ve star services.

We handle all your aircraft ground han-
dling service needs the way you want.

CHEROKEE AVIATION • Tel.# 242-367-1900  •  Fax.# 242-367-1901 / 0526 
US toll free 800-920-9970  •  VHF 122.80

P.O.Box AB 20485 - Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Email : fboinfo@cherokeeair.com

CHEROKEE AIR - Tel.# 242-367-1920  •  Fax.# 242-367-1921 / 3451
US Toll Free 800-920-9971  •  US 561-277-1124 • Nassau 242-396-1136

P.O.Box AB 20485 - Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Email : info@cherokeeair.com

Cherokee Air 

Cherokee Aviation

Frederick’s 
Agency Ltd.

Custom’s Brokers

Customs Brokerage Services
Air and Sea

Import and Export Entries
Serving all vessels from foreign ports

Queen Elizabeth Drive
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Tel: 242-367-2333 • Fax 242-367-3136
Email: abacocustoms@batelnet.bs

E u g e n e 
Harrington 
Russell, 60, 
formerly of 
Sandy Point 
died in Nas-
sau on Janu-
ary 7, 2010.

The funeral service for Dorothy Bethel, 
65, formerly of Cedar Harbour was held 
on January 16 in. Interment was also in 
Nassau.

She is 
survived by 
her daughter 
Petty Offi-
cer Arlene 
Moss; sons 
Ben, Fred-
rick and 
Kirk Bethel, 
B e r n a r d 
R o b i n s o n 
and Christopher Brennen; grandsons Kirk 
Jr., Fredrico, Fredrick, Benjamin, Keith 
and Christopher; granddaughters Shek-
era, Lakeitra, Christamarah, Shaveka, 
Shavonne, Simmone, Kandia, Brittany, 
Megan, Shantie, Fredshika, Antania and 
Ashanti McPhee; great-grandson Tameko 
Jr.; son-in-law Keith Moss; daughters-in-
law Melissa and Jasmine; sisters Dorcas, 
Paula and Mellie; brother Osbound; niec-
es; nephews; grand nieces; sisters-in-law 
Pastor Mildred Kemp-Ferguson, Heather 
Young, Esther Davis and Alfreda Johnson; 
nieces-in-law; nephews-in-law; cousins 
Dorcas and Lovely Mills, Silla Saunders, 
Catherine, Magaretta, Alean, Mills, Rev. 
Allen, John, Charlie and Elijah Mills and 

the entire Cedar Harbour community; and 
many other relatives and friends.

The funeral service for Hilton Edward 
Bain, affectionately called Hilly Billy Ba-
gin, 59, of 
Sandy Point 
was held 
on January 
16th at Mt. 
Zion Bap-
tist Church 
in Sandy 
Point. Rev. 
Dr. Car-
rington Pin-
der and Rev. Napoleon Roberts officiated 
assisted by other ministers of the gospel.  
Interment followed in Sandy Point Public 
Cemetery.

He is survived by his wife Elizamae 
Bain; sisters Aladice Culmer, Victoria But-
ler and Roselda Clarke; brothers Deacon 
Edward Bain, Anthony and Leon Bain; fa-
ther-in-law Wilba Roberts; step-mother-in-
law Lillian Roberts; aunts and uncles Ber-
line Johnson, Dorothy and Jonathan Dean, 
James and Beatrice Davis, Ismae and David 
Seymour and Harrison Gaitor; sisters and 
brothers- in-law Lenora and Yvonne Bain, 
Derek Butler, Hercules Clarke, Marinette 
and Richard Walker, Angelo, Peter, Violet, 
Patrick and Rose, Wilba, Stephanie, Mar-
sha Roberts and Steven Pinder; nieces and 
nephews Ralph Dames, Eleanor, Rochelle, 
Bradley and Carrington Stuart, Sherwanda 
and Shermona Culmer, Prescott, Nicole 
and Essence Bain, Crisel Clarke, Mu-
tazz and Ridvan Butler, Lisa and Stanley 
Bowe, Lovie and Larry McIntosh, Hope 
and Curtis Major, Dania Whyte, Rashad 
Burrows, Valentino Adderley Jr., Aaron 
and Algerno Huyler, Shawn, Valencia, 

Shantell, John Jr., Angelo Jr., Schavolo, 
Melisha, Jada, K.K, Bashaina, BJ, Soniva 
and Socoya, Patrick Jr., Patrico Robert 
and Rosetta Pinder; god-parents Deacon-
ess Isadora Pinder and Ismae Stuart; god-
children Lowell Burrows, Lottie Rolle, Al-
vin Green, Celia Johnson; and many other 
relatives and friends.

The funeral service for Lottie Advilda 
Curry, 92, formerly of Fire Road who 
died on January 2nd, was in Nassau on 
January 16.  Interment was also in Nassau. 

She is survived by her sons O’Donald 
McIntosh, Barry Lightbourn, Drexel 
Curry and 
Philip Cur-
ry; daugh-
ters Isabella 
Curry; Bea-
trice Curry-
Gilbert, Jes-
tina Curry 
and Remina 
Curry; step-
c h i l d r e n , 
Donalee Curry, Rosevelt and Livingston 
Curry; grandchildren Irgentina Sargent, 
Doral, Abigayle, Oscar, Dwayne, Kirklyn 
and Drexel McIntosh, Touma Knowles, 
Troy McIntosh, Brendamae Gedeon, Judy 
Capron, Samuel and Jayson Johnson, An-
triniece and Drexel Curry, Regina Green, 
Shanto, Alvardo, D’vano and Bijon Cur-
ry, Edward Burnside, Chenardo Adder-
ley, Nicknell Genor, Rodnique, Rodney 
and Precious Curry, Cardinal, Robert, 
Navado and Nacara Gilbert, Marvin and 
Mario Beneby, Kevin Lowe, Dremeca 
Dean, Tovano Johnson, Terranique and 
Terrence Poitier, Twyla Pratt, Philip Jr. 
And Quintin Curry; great-grandchildren; 

great- great-grandchildren; sister Mable 
Burrows; daughters-in-law Rosamae Mc-
Intosh, Stephanie Lightbourne, Geraldine, 
Sandramae and Judymae Curry; son-in-law 
Robert Gilbert; sister-in-law Maud Pinder; 
nieces and nephews including, Vianna and 
Lionel Pinder; grandnieces and grandneph-
ews; and many other relatives and friends.

The funeral service for Kathleen Ag-
atha Bethel, 86, formerly of Hope Town 
was held in Freeport, Grand Bahama on 
23rd January. 

Mrs. Bethel was predeceased by her 
husband Harcourt (Rusty) Bethel; son 
Randolph Bethel and brother Ray Albury. 
She is sur-
vived by 
her daughter 
Sheila Ash-
ton; son-in-
law Peter 
Ashton and 
daughter-in-
law Angeli-
ta Bethel; 
g r a nd ch i l -
dren Chris Ashton, Cameron Bethel and 
Liza Nash; sisters Viola Bethel and Peggy 
Gates and brother Winer Malone; nieces 
Jennie Seymour, Mary Parks, Karen 
Sands, Debbie Gates and Kara-Lee Senn; 
nephews Thomas and Gregory Albury, Bill 
Gates and Roddie Malone; and many other 
relatives and friends.

A memorial service for Hank Williams, 
called “Giant,” 43, of Marsh Harbour and 
formerly of Cooper’s Town, was held on 
January 26th in Nassau. 

He is survived by his mothers Sylvia 

Obituaries of Family and Friends

Please see Obituaries              Page 17 

Dorothy Bethel

Hilton Edward Bain

Eugene Harrington Russell

Lottie Advilda Curry
Kathleen Agatha Bethel
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Williams and Lucy Davis; father Robert 
W i l l i a m s ; 
wife Trine-
ka Wil-
liams; chil-
dren Ryan 
M c C a r d y 
W i l l i a m s , 
Henswhyte 
W i l l i a m s 
and Ha-
nanad Wil-
liams; step-father Carl Davis; mother-in-
law Betty Edwards; siblings Anna Ruth 
Williams, Sandra Smith, Clyde Frazier, 
Mackey Parks, Maria Morley, Vangilee 
Idehon, Ufeima Parks, Justin Moss, Neil 
Maynard and Scott Moss; aunts Sevanita 
Reckley, Evelyn Russell, Annie McIn-
tosh, Mildred Russell, Melveas Williams, 
Wendy Williams and Edith Morgan; un-
cles Burnell “Chubby” Williams, Hasten 
Russell; brothers-in-law; sisters-in-law; 
nieces; nephews; cousins; and many other 
relatives and friends. 

The funeral service for Millet Kemp, 
57, of Cooper’s Town was held on Janu-
ary 23rd at the  Church of God Cathedral 
in Cooper’s Town. Bishop Archilaus Coo-
per officiated assisted by other ministers of 
the gospel. His remains will be sprinkled 
at sea.

He survived by daughters Raquel Clem-
ent, Kenra Gibbs, Almeta Curry, Cindy 
Huyler, Hilary Stephanna, Dashna, Tina, 
Lovita and Malinda Kemp; sons Christo-
pher, Michael (Papa), Justin, Michael and 
Kinsley Kemp; adopted children Jason and 
Karen Kemp; sons-in-law Anthony Clem-
ent, Derek Gibbs, Austin Huvler, Theodore 
Curry Sr. and Wesley Joseph; grandchil-
dren Raton, Ashton and Antwanva Clem-

ent, Keano 
W i l l i a m s , 
M a t a o 
Gibbs, Kirk-
land, Theo-
dore Jr., 
Quadray and 
T a y s h a w n 
Curry, Aus-
tineka Huy-
ler,  Peter 
Taylor Jr., 
Allintino and Jimmy Laurent, Amanda 
and Skylar Joseph; sisters Udean Rolle, 
Norma Williams, Melanie Pedican and 
Yolanda Thurston; stepsister UnaMae 
Sawyer; brothers Mosell, Gary and Ash-
ley Smith Sr.; adopted brothers Audrick 
McKenzie and Desmond Bootle; adopted 
sister Florina Cornish; aunts Vivian Cor-
nish, Winifred McDonald, Orleanie Rolle, 
Louise Wright, Shirley Kemp, Chriscola 
and Vernita Rolle; uncles Edward, Alax-
ender, Ronald and George Rolle, Joseph 
Wright and Neville Kemp; sisters-in-law 
Sophia, Kendra and Amanda Smith; broth-
ers-in-law Maxwell Rolle, John Williams, 
Steve Pedican, Pedro Thurston and Joe 
Sawyer; nieces Unidellangie, Inga, Anita 
and Beverly Rolle, Amanda Newbain-Lea-
than, Shanel and Simone Pedican, Jerusha 
Williams, Antwanae, Ashmarie, Clifina, 
Corneka Smith and Pedra Thurston; neph-
ews Sterling Newbold, Robert Russell, 
Latoy Williams, Michael, Stephen and Se-
veriano Pedican, Christoph and Christian 
Nesmith, Orlando, Ashley Jr., Asheen and 
Andrea, Mosell Jr. Clifford, William and 
Shemeko Smith; and many other relatives 
and friends.   

Melitta (Litty) Bacon, March 10, 
1923 - January 6, 2010, died peacefully 
in Kingston, Ontario, after a brief illness. 
Predeceased by her husband Jim (2000), 
she is survived by her children Carol For-

Millet Kemp

Hank Williams

Obituaries                      From Page 16

More Obituaries of
Family and Friends

Guana Freight Services
    Regular Freight Runs to Guana & Scotland Cay

     Monday thru Friday • Charters & Water available on request
Phone or Fax 
Rich or Melena at
242-365-5190 
577-0474
375-8833
Great Guana Cay

guanafreight@hotmail.com

Over the past days the media has 
flooded the public with horrifying im-
ages of the earthquake in Haiti. Haiti, the 
most under-developed and poorest coun-
try in this hemisphere, has been devas-
tated by these quakes. 

Locair is now making many flights 
to move supplies, people, rescue teams 
and infrastructure to Haiti. The Fairchild 
Metro IIIs that the company flies is ap-
propriate for these trips because of their 
size and speed with a capacity of 4,4000 
pounds. The company is flying for the US 
Embassy, United Nations and public and 

civic groups.
Because of these extra flights, Locair 

is having to juggle its flights to Abaco. 
The staff is asking all passengers to call 
them 24 hours in advance of any interna-
tional flight to reconfirm the flight time. 
The United States phone number  877-359 
4160 or 954-359-3001. From a Bahamas 
Batelco phone 800-205-0730. Local num-
bers are Marsh Harbour 367-3522 and 
Treasure Cay 365-8945. The company ex-
pects to have an additional plane in its fleet 
in February to provide Abaco with even 
better service.

Locair is assisting 
in Haitian disaster

Litty Bacon

CURRY’S FOOD STORE
Customer docking 
Homemade bread

Complete line of groceries
Frozen foods, fresh fruits & 

vegetables
Block & crushed ice

Green Turtle Cay
Ph. 242-365-4171 Fax 365-4072

Located on the harbour front

rester (Gar-
ry Byers), 
Monica and 
Peter (Bev-
erly); grand-
c h i l d r e n 
Deanna For-
rester, Rob 
(Shannon ) 
For re s t e r , 
Jeff Bacon 
(Dawn) and 

Michelle Bacon; great-grandsons Josh and 
Nate Forrester. Litty lived a life full. Born 
and raised in Austria, she emigrated to 
England prior to World War II. After mar-
rying Jim, they emigrated with their chil-
dren to Canada in 1954. When their work-
ing years in Ottawa were completed, Litty 
and Jim enjoyed spending many happy 
winters on Abaco, a total of 30 years for 
Litty. Donations in Litty’s memory may be 
made directly to the charity of your choice.
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tact was made for more than a year after 
the approval had been given. It was coun-
tered that once no changes had been made 
that the approval was still in effect and 
does not expire.

Mr. Jeremy Sweeting brought the dis-
cussion to a close, stating that the Council 
had met earlier to discuss Joe’s Cay and 
had made a decision. The Council unani-
mously rejected the project stating that 
they could not accept the plan as presented. 

Cays                                   From Page 13

More News of the Cays
He said the density of the homes and envi-
ronmental damage to the marine life and 
mangroves by the proposed dredging were 
the determining factors.

The Council took a short recess to do 
an onsite inspection at the new Hope Town 
Inn and Marina now under construction 
due to some claims that the developers 
were reclaiming land. It was found that, 
after speaking to the manager of the prop-
erty, it was a temporary measure in order 
for the dredging equipment to be able to 
reach the middle of the cove and that it 

would be returned to 
the shoreline as pro-
posed on the plans.

The meeting re-
sumed after thet recess 
with Chris Thomp-
son introducing the 
new owner of Ekali, 
Jim Irvin. The pres-
ent five-acre property 
houses four cottages. 
Mr. Irvin has proposed 
to expand the number 
of cottages in keeping 
with a small resort. 
His proposal includes 
a total of eight small 
rental cottages, a bar 
and grill, a club house 
and includes three 
pools. It will be lushly 
landscaped and family 
friendly. It was also 
noted that the property 
is already active with 
the Bahamas Hotel As-
sociation and the Out 

Island Promotion Board, and that it has 
already met approval from the Foreign In-
vestment Board. The Council gave a posi-
tive response to the project and was sched-
uled to do a site inspection on January 16.

The Council went over several plans and 
permit requests which included proposals 
for docks, anchorages and more.

The cays have problems that the mainland does not face. This 
road in Hope Town causes even pedestrians to squeeze out of 
the way when a golf cart passes.

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING NEEDS!
Let Our Graphic Artist 

Design Your Logo  

Abaco 
Print Shop

Abaco Shopping Center
Tel: 367-3202 • Fax: 367-3201

Open  9 am - 5 pm • Mon. - Fri.
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Press Release December 30, 2009
The Bahamas Electricity Corporation 

(BEC) takes exception to the erroneous 
and inaccurate statements contained in 
a paid ad issued by Responsible Devel-
opment for Abaco (RDA) that was pub-
lished in a number of newspapers. The 
corporation reiterates the fact that the 
Wilson City site on Abaco was chosen af-
ter careful and extensive review. Further, 
all of the Bahamas borders on ecologi-
cally important locations.

The following amongst other things 
should also be noted:

• The corporation and the government 
are concerned about the health and wel-
fare of all residents and visitors to the Ba-
hamas in general and Abaco in particular, 
and for the health and welfare (sustain-
ability) of the environment.

• The Wilson City Power Station will 
not cause any undue health risks to em-
ployees or residents of Abaco. The emis-
sions from the plant are in accordance 
with international standards and would 
not cause the problems as alluded to in 
the ad.

• The statement suggesting that there 
is no transparency or that the people of 
Abaco were not involved is erroneous 
and irresponsible as is the claim that the 
process was done in secret.

• Interested persons have been invited 
and we reaffirm the invitation for Renew-
able Energy Technology.

• Stakeholders have been invited to 
partner with BEC as it relates to environ-
mental issues.

• The Power Station at Wilson City is 
being built to the highest standard for fos-
sil fuel burning plant.

• Government is determined to inves-
tigate all sources of fuel and the Wilson 
City Plant is capable of burning automo-
tive diesel oil (ADO) as well as Bunker 
C. This has been explained ad nausea to 
those opposed to the Wilson City Power 
Station.

• The Wilson City Plant is not “yards 
from the shore” as stated but a couple of 
miles inland.

• It is our confirmed view that Nor-
man’s Castle, Snake Cay, Sandy Point, 
Dundas Town, Treasure Cay, Sandy 
Point, Wilson City and anywhere else in 
Abaco would face the same environmen-
tal challenges.

• The corporation confirms that the 
construction of the Wilson City Power 
Station was properly planned and is in the 
best interest of residents of and visitors to 
Abaco. Contrary to statements made, it 
will enhance the opportunities for devel-
opment and growth.

It should also be noted that the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of the Environ-
ment, the Minister of State in the Ministry 
of the Environment, the Chairman, the 
General Manager together with Friends 
of the Environment, the press and other 
members of the Abaco community visited 
the Wilson City Site on December 12, 
2009, at which time the government ex-
haustively outlined its position and again 
addressed the concerns raised by some 
residents of Abaco who are opposed to 
the Wilson City Power Station.

Top 10 reasons Abaco Cares continues 
to oppose the Wilson City bunker C plan:

Straight from the horse’s mouth:  

1. “The corporation reiterates the fact 
that the Wilson City site on Abaco was cho-
sen after careful and extensive review.”  

- Expansion of the Marsh Harbour plant 
was not plausible because subdivisions 
were built next to the plant while it was 
in operation. Snake Cay was eliminated 
due to environmental sensitivity and to 
allow for a development. However, Wil-
son City is just as ecologically important, 
if not more important, than Snake Cay. 
Snake Cay had some advantages, including 
a greater distance from the national park 
and safer docking facilities and would have 
cost less and been built sooner than Wilson 
City. It is apparent that the site was moved 
to Wilson City solely to benefit the Snake 
Cay developer. Furthermore, the addition-
al costs to move the plant to Wilson City 
will be born by Bahamians solely to benefit 
this developer.  

• There are communities closer than the 
stated seven miles from the plant. These 
include Little Harbour, Cherokee Sound 
and Casuarina Point along with the Wind-
ing Bay Development and the proposed 
Lynyard Cay development. 

• Fuel transfer at Wilson City will re-
quire expensive dredging. 

1. The Wilson City site sits on a fresh 

water aquifer that supplies all of Marsh 
Harbour as well as in proximity to a dense 
network of blue holes and undersea cav-
erns. A fuel spill, in the words of the EIA, 
“could, in the worst case scenario, be cata-
strophic and permanent.”

2. In the end, there are other potential 
locations on Abaco that should have been 
considered, with local input during any 
“careful and extensive review.” If Wilson 
City was the best site, it would have been 
proposed during the “careful and extensive 
review.” Abaco Cares challenges BEC to 
publish  the site selection process.

2. “Further, all of The Bahamas borders 
on ecologically important locations.” 

This is absolutely true. There is no place 
in the Bahamas where bunker C would be 
an acceptable fuel. More importantly, the 
areas adjacent to the Wilson City location 
are considered by the Bahamas National 
Trust to be some of the most environmen-
tally important locations on Abaco.  

3. “The corporation and the government 
are concerned about the health and welfare 
of all residents and visitors to the Bahamas 
in general and Abaco in particular, and 
for the health and welfare (sustainability) 
of the environment.” 

With population centers, schools and 

BEC states its position on 
the Wilson City Power Plant

Abaco Cares 
responds to BEC

Please see Response              Page  21

Press Release
Responsible Development for Abaco 

“Set an example in your own backyard 
before preaching to the rest of the world!” 

Development on Abaco will once again 
be the focus of proceedings before the 
Privy Council in London as soon as the 
Responsible Development on Abaco group 
can get a hearing to continue the efforts of 
Abaco residents in trying to stop the con-
troversial BEC power plant. 

Although the Court of Appeal refused to 
give the injunction to stop the plant, Justice 
of Appeal Newman ordered a speedy trial 
and RDA has written to the Registrar of 
the Supreme Court to get as early a date 
as possible. 

One of the central complaints in this case 
is denial of due process and the inability 
to get urgent matters heard in time in the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Smith, counsel for RDA, said, “I 
am happy to hear the Attorney General and 
Chief Justice reforming the Court system; 
first thing that needs to be done is making 
sure that critical and urgent hearings for 
injunctions in public interest and constitu-
tional cases get the normal priority that they 
get in other jurisdictions.” BEC continues 
to try and flam the public in their recent 
press release on December 30 suggesting 
that RDA has posted ‘erroneous and inac-
curate statements’ in their ad.” 

Mr. Smith said, “It is specifically be-
cause, as BEC says, ‘the Bahamas borders 
on ecologically important locations’ that 
we do need public consultation, a Freedom 

of Information Act (which the FNM con-
sistently fails to deliver on), and proper 
EIA’s.” 

Mr. Smith continued, “I applaud Mr. 
Ingraham for his comments in Copenhagen 
and the lead he is taking for small island 
states, but I call upon Mr. Ingraham to set 
an example in his own backyard before he 
preaches to the rest of the world!” 

Mr. Smith continued, “The Bahamas 
should lead by example. I call on Mr. In-
graham to stop the nonsense going on at the 
BEC power plant; engage in legitimate and 
accountable consultation, make the process 
transparent and open; conform with inter-
national emission standards; invite the real 
stakeholders to participate in the process 
and to demonstrate a sincere and bona fide 
engagement with the citizenry of Abaco in 
finding reasonable measures to providing 
employment, power, protecting the envi-
ronment and promoting local rights! 

“I repeat that it is the FNM government 
that passed the Local Government Act! It 
is the FNM government which created the 
BEST Commission! It is the FNM govern-
ment which has promised environmental 
legislation! 

“BEC is paternalistic and self-serving 
in its press release saying that the Wilson 
City Plant was ‘Properly planned and is in 
the best interests of residents and visitors 
to Abaco.’ 

“Instead of BEC slapping itself on the 
back and saying what a good job it has 
done, it should open its ears and eyes to 
the people of Abaco.”

Abaco heads back to the 
Privy Council again!

National Geographic program
on The Bahamas Blue Holes
February 9  •  PBS/ Nova  •  8 pm
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farms downwind of the site, any govern-
ment that would consider using bunker C 
does not appear to be “concerned” with the 
health and welfare of the environment and 
people. A simple internet search, begin-
ning with the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency website, provides ample sci-
entific data on this subject.   

4. “The Wilson City Power Station will 
not cause any undue health risks to employ-
ees or residents of Abaco. The emissions 
from the plant are in accordance with in-
ternational standards and would not cause 
the problems as alluded to in the ad [sic].” 

Emissions from bunker C contain NOx 
and SO2. According to the National Toxics 
Network, these can trigger serious respira-
tory problems, lead to emphysema, bron-
chitis, aggravate existing heart disease and 
contribute to the formation of acid rain. 
Also, bunker C contains 73 times as much 
Benzo(a)pyrene as No. 2 fuel oil. This is a 
Class A carcinogen.

5. “The statement suggesting that there 
is no transparency or that the people of 
Abaco were not involved is erroneous and 
irresponsible as is the claim that the pro-
cess was done in secret.”

The government was not forthcoming 
in involving the citizens of Abaco until 
the site had been selected and construction 
had begun. FRIENDS made repeated re-
quests for public meetings with the gov-
ernment beginning in November 2008. A 
meeting was finally held on September 10, 
2009. This was over a year and a half after 
ground was cleared for construction of the 
power plant and over a month after con-
struction began.

The EIA report was not made available 

to the public for review until November 
2009, over three months after construction 
began in earnest, without permits. 

6. “Interested persons have been invited 
and we reaffirm the invitation for Renew-
able Energy Technology.” 

Abaco Cares’ position is that renew-
ables are viable now as a partial solution, 
at minimum, that will reduce the Bahamas’ 
dependency on fossil fuels. 

A feed-in tariff system that would al-
low solar electricity to be sold back into 
the grid is viable and proven to work in 
other countries. There is at least one entire 
community on Abaco that is 100 percent 
solar-powered, which demonstrates that 
renewables will work on Abaco. These 
laws should already be in place. Without 
putting the laws in place first, there is a 
disincentive to propose renewable energy 
projects so Abaco CARES will continue to 
advocate for renewable energy legislation, 
ad nauseam. 

7. “Stakeholders have been invited to 
partner with BEC as it relates to environ-
mental issues. The Power Station at Wilson 
City is being built to the highest standard 
for fossil fuel burning plant.” 

What exactly BEC’s ideas of the “high-
est” standards are for the construction of 
fossil fuel plants only it can be sure. The 
main reason to doubt the veracity of their 
standards is the lack of the full set of en-
vironmental controls required to protect 
public health, as would be necessary to 
meet emissions standards in developed 
countries. 

8. “Government [sic] is determined to 
investigate all sources of fuel and the Wil-
son City Plant is capable of burning auto-
motive diesel oil (ADO) as well as Bunker 

C. This has been explained ad nausea [sic] 
to those opposed to the Wilson City Power 
Station.”  

Until diesel fuel is officially chosen as 
the fuel for the proposed Abaco power sta-
tion, Abaco Cares will continue to educate 
the public--and BEC--on the dangers of 
bunker C “ad nauseam.” 

Furthermore, the government claims 
diesel generators would result in a con-
sumer rate increase per kilowatt-hour of 
electricity. Use of diesel should, if any-
thing, result in a decrease in consumer 
rates due to the use of larger, more effi-
cient engines. We consider these rate in-
creases to be purely punitive on the fol-
lowing grounds:

• The current plant uses diesel so there 
is no reason why doing so at the new plant 
should cost more.

• “Because of all the complications of 
heavy fuel, a large portion of the savings 
from the lower cost of HFO, perhaps a 
third or more, will be soaked up by con-
struction and operating costs.” – National 
Mariner

• When costs to the Bahamian economy 
from reduction of income from sources 
like taxes and tourism are factored in, the 
true cost of bunker C is higher than diesel. 

9. “The Wilson City Plant is not ‘yards 
from the shore’ as stated but a couple of miles 
inland. It is our confirmed view that Norman’s 
Castle, Snake Cay, Sandy Point, Dundas 
Town, Treasure Cay, Sandy Point, Wilson 
City and anywhere else in Abaco would face 
the same environmental challenges.” 

Driving down the road from the plant, it 
is 0.9 miles to tidal mangroves. From the 
SE corner of the fenced-in plant area, it is 
2050 feet to tidal mangroves. From the SE 
corner of the 100 acre BEC property, it is 

690 feet to tidal mangroves. These distanc-
es were measured by GPS on the ground.   

10. “The corporation confirms that the 
construction of the Wilson City Power Sta-
tion was properly planned and is in the best 
interest of residents of and visitors to Ab-
aco. Contrary to statements made, it will 
enhance the opportunities for development 
and growth.” 

Everyone can agree that providing reli-
able power is in the best interest of resi-
dents of and visitors to Abaco and will 
enhance the opportunities for development 
and growth. Unfortunately, BEC’s site 
selection and fuel choice to provide this 
reliable power is more likely to reduce 
development and growth than enhance it. 
The Sea of Abaco is the economic engine 
of Abaco and reintroducing tar balls on 
beaches, reducing fish stocks and locating 
an industrial site next to a pristine tourist 
area can only deplete the economic poten-
tial of Abaco. This cost to The Bahamas 
economy is just one of the reasons that a 
switch to diesel fuel is in the best interests 
of and less costly for Bahamians. 

About Abaco Cares
Abaco Cares was formed to fill the need 

for an organization that will provide a com-
mon voice about local issues important to 
all Abaco residents including Bahamians, 
foreign residents, second homeowners and 
property owners. The organization cares 
about the interests of Abaco’s people, 
economy and environment, and we have 
a vision for Abaco’s future. The mission 
includes protecting human health and the 
environment, promoting sustainable devel-
opment and economic growth and ensuring 
local participation in decisions that affect 
Abaco residents. Visit http://abacocares.
com to learn more or join our cause.

 Protesters state their position
Response                      From Page 20
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Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 
Island-wide Abaco Listings 

Abaco Vacations +              800-633-9197
Abaco Vacation Planner +          25 hse 367-3529
Bahamas Vacations +                    800-462-2426

Cherokee
Lee Pinder +  3 hse  366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages 366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place  352-5458

Green Turtle Cay  
Bluff House Club 12 units 365-4247
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott 365-5464
Green Turtle Club 35 rm 365-4271
Island Properties + 34 hse  365-4047
New Plymouth Inn  9 rm  365-4161
Ocean Blue Properties + 34  365-4636
Other Shore Club  365-4226
Roberts Cottages 3 cott  365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana  11 hse 365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott. 365-5137
Donna Sands + 12 hse  365-5195
Guana Beach Resort  6 units  365-5133 
Guana Seaside  8 rm 7 cott  365-5106
Ocean Frontier               519-389-4846 
Ward’s Landing 4 units    904-982-2762
Ruth SAnds 9 hse 365-5140

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm  366-0133
Club Soleil  6 rm 1 cott  366-0003
Crystal Villas 7 villas    888-812-2243
Elbow Cay Prop +             53 hse   366-0035
Hope T Harb Lodge 25 rm  366 0095
Hope T Hideaways +      63 hse   366-0224
Hope T Villas + 3 hse  366-0030
Lighthouse Rentals 4 cott  366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages + 3 hse   366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas  366-0065
Tanny Key + 43 hse  366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas  366-0557

Hotels and House Rental Agents

Lubbers Quarters
Sea Level Cottages 4 hse  366-3121

Man-O-War
Island Home Rentals  + 8 hse  365-6048
Schooner’s Landing    5 condos  365-6072

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate +     6 hse  367-2719
Alesia’s 3 rms  367-4460
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Bustick Bight Resort  8 rms  367-3980
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
D’s Guest House  6 rms 3 367-3980
Living Easy  367-2202
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas (Prev. Abaco Towns)   32 effi c  367-0148

Moore’s Island
Moore’s Is Bonefi sh Camp 8 rm  366-6334

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefi shing   10 rm  366-4477

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Bahama Beach Club  88 units 365-8500
Island Dreams + 45 hse  365-8507
Treasure Cay Resort  95 rms  365-8801
Mark’s Bungalows 4 units 365-8506

Wood Cay
Tangelo Hotel   19 rm 3 villa 365-2222

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
http://www.abaconian.com
http://www.abacoinet.com
http.//www.abacoinfo.com
http://www.abacos.com
http://www.go-abacos.com
http://www.oii.net
http://www.bahamas.com 

+  agents with multiple cottages and houses

Rev. Jan 10

mounted a grass roots campaign against the 
government’s plan to build the new Bunker 
C power plant at Wilson City. It is tragic 
to me that so many in our country feel such 
a sense powerlessness or apathy over our 
national affairs. We seem to have become 
a nation of big talkers and small doers. Ev-
eryone has an opinion, but very few are 
willing to step up and invest their time, en-
ergy or money to make a difference.   

This is not a new phenomenon in our 
culture as we suffer from the hangover 
of our colonial past. We are not a culture 
that encourages free thinking and personal 
responsibility in managing our lives. We 
have been cultured in the matrix of depen-
dence, where the government, the church 
and any other authority knows best. We 
are still a plantation culture waiting for the 
master to provide for us. We do not have 
the confidence in ourselves as a people to 
take a stand against misappropriated au-
thority. We are afraid to lose favour with 
whoever the authority may be for fear that 
we may lose a contract or not get a turkey 
for Christmas. We have been reduced to 
a people who wash about on the waves of 
radio talk and blow around in the winds of 
political rhetoric. 

This is not us. These are not the people 
I know. We Bahamians are strong-willed, 
big-hearted people with indomitable spirit. 
Where are these Bahamians now? Where 
are the people that will stand for what is 
right simply because it is right? Where are 
the people who will think for themselves, 
not just of themselves. Where are the peo-
ple who will follow their hearts towards 
salvation and their minds towards resolu-
tion, instead of blindly following the es-
tablishment toward ruin and despair? Who 
will be the one that stands and declares that 
the emperor has no clothes.   

Bahamas, we are better than this! We 
deserve better than this. We heard from the 
government that Wilson City was a “done 
deal,” that it was “not up for discussion.” 
The last time I checked, the people were 
still the government, and there is nothing in 
our constitution about “done deals.”  There 
can never be “done deals” when the deals 
are duplicitous, destructive, irresponsible 
and yes, illegal. The government cannot be 
allowed to secretly cut deals (however well 
meaning or well intentioned) that endanger 
the human and environmental rights of the 
people. These are deals with the devil, and 
that’s the soul of our nation on the auction 
block.   

A few months ago a small group of 
people formed a new activist group called 
Abaco Cares (Abacocares.com) to pro-

mote respect for local rights, advocate 
against irresponsible development and 
to hold decision-makers accountable for 
their decisions. During a recent protest in 
Marsh Harbour against the Wilson City 
plant, I was approached by a government 
representative who asked me, “What dif-
ference do you think this small group of 
people is going to make?” I responded 
that we were protesting because it was the 
right thing to do, and we hoped that others 
would become aware of the issues and the 
government would listen. It turns out that 
the government is now considering chang-
ing the fuel source at Wilson City from the 
destructive bunker C to a cleaner burning 
fuel. I doubt the government would have 
ever considered this change if not for the 
voice of a small group of people.   

There has been a great deal of local 
criticism against the efforts of our group 
with claims of foreign involvement, fringe 
fanatics, and so on. This is not surprising 
to me given the nature of our culture, and 
I say “our” culture as my family has been 
in the Bahamas for 320 years and the ma-
jority of our group is Bahamian. Ours is 
increasingly a culture of rumour and innu-
endo, of entitlement to opinion without the 
inconvenient burden of fact. The criticism 
of our efforts is largely based on the un-
willingness of the public to do the research 
themselves and engage in any substantive 
debate. 

After the September 10th public meet-
ing in Marsh Harbour, hours of govern-
ment presentation was taken by many as 
the gospel truth. The health risk of bunker 
C to our children and grandchildren, the 
potential for environmental disaster and the 
simple untruths of prevailing wind infor-
mation presented by BEC were not enough 
to make some people stop and think. The 
government presented an Environmental 
Impact Study that subsequent independent 
scientific review has proven laughable.   

Abaco Cares is not against development 
for Abaco. We realize the need for more 
power and the fact that development is in-
evitable. But if we set out to do something, 
let’s do it right. There is good development 
and clean power generation. So why do we 
settle for carelessness and mediocrity? We 
cannot stand by in silence as the govern-
ment devises “done deals” that will destroy 
the very reasons we love this island and 
why visitors from around the world come 
to enjoy Abaco. 

The reality of the Wilson City Power 
Station is that it was simply a very poor 
decision based on even poorer informa-
tion and lack of vision. There was no lo-
cal consultation, no thought of approaching 
Abaco’s need for additional power as an 

opportunity to unfold a new vision of al-
ternative energy. History will be a harsh 
judge of this administration’s decision to 
site this plant at Wilson City, and we can 
only pray that in time this wrong can be 
corrected.   

I am a great believer in the Bahamian 
spirit, and I am confident that many of 
the answers to our current struggles lie in 
the hearts of our people.  It is this spirit 
that must be unleashed and encouraged to 
thrive. I encourage all Bahamians to en-
gage this debate and be vigilant protectors 
of this most fragile country we have been 
blessed to live in. 

My hope is that Wilson City becomes a 
catalyst for an environmental movement in 
our country that holds the government ac-
countable to the highest standards in all de-
velopment. We are better than this, and my 
hope is that in the years to come we will be 
able to say to our children and grandchil-
dren that we were the generation that made 
a difference. 

Remember the words of Margaret Mead. 
“Never underestimate the power of a small 
group of committed people to change the 
world, in fact, it is the only thing that has.” 

Your voice matters. Come, join our 
small group and let it be heard.  

 Capt. Clint Kemp, President
 Responsible Development for Abaco

Diesel surcharge 
would be unfair

While diesel emissions are bad for our health 
unless cleaned up by Selective Catalytic Reduc-
tion (SCR), Bunker C emissions are far worse 
and need much more costly emission controls 
to protect our health. This fact makes diesel a 
cheaper alternative.

If BEC’s efficiency claims for the new plant 

are to be believed, Abaco will save $6.5 million 
per year in diesel fuel costs versus the existing 
Marsh Harbour plant. This will go a long way 
to reducing the corporation’s losses since it is 
unlikely BEC will give us a price break.  Un-
fortunately, these savings will only last a year 
or two if the plant is not maintained, causing 
electricity to be just as unreliable as it currently 
is. The increased maintenance requirements 
when using Bunker C would make preventive 
maintenance even more important. A compre-
hensive management and maintenance plan 
with independent oversight will give the hard 
working BEC employees the resources and 
mandate to maintain the plant. Doing this will 
protect our health and drinking water and lower 
our electricity bills long term, a win-win situa-
tion.

BEC is likely now starting to realize that 
while it is relatively easy to pump Bunker C 
through a short pipeline like at Clifton Pier, the 
2.7 to 3 mile pipeline required for Wilson City 
will be very expensive and difficult to imple-
ment and maintain. According to the power 
plant experts at the Abaco Cares Community 
meeting January 20th, there are a number of 
ways to heat the pipeline sufficiently for Bun-
ker C to be pumped; however, a steam pipe 
with an inner oil pipe is probably the cheap-
est way for this application. In order to do this, 
steam generating plants will need to be located 
at each end of the pipeline along with powerful 
pumps to move the oil. Then, after each fuel-
ing, the pipeline has to be completely emptied 
of oil, which will be very difficult for such a 
long pipe. This is just one example of why 
switching Abaco to Bunker C will not save 
BEC any money and represents one the many 
overlooked issues concerning the Wilson City 
plant location and fuel type.

 David Pitcairn

Letters to the Editor
Letters                                From Page 9
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Dive Shops
Abaco Dive Adventures, Marsh Harbour .............................367-2963
Above & Below, Marsh Harbour ..........................................367-0350
Dive Abaco 1978, Marsh Harbour.....................................  367-2787
Froggies, Hope Town .........................................................  366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay .............................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay ............................................  365-4411
Dive Guana ........................................................................  365-5178
Man-O-War Dive Shop  .......................................................365-6013

 Bikes & Scooters • Boats • Cars & Carts
Rentals * Marsh Harbour

A & P Car Rentals  ............................. 367-2655
B & B Boat Rentals ............................ 367-7368
Bargain Car Rentals ........................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................... 367-3910
Concept Boat Rentals ........................ 367-5570
Power Cat Boat Rentals  ...................................
Quality Star Car Rentals (Texaco) ..... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals   ..................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars  367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals   .......................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  ................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals  ........................ 367-4887

Green Turtle Cay
Bay Street Rentals +  ........ 477-5300  365-4070
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental ...365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................. 365-4084
D & P Cart Rental .............................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals.........................365-4119
New Plymouth Cart Rentals .. 365-4188 or 4149
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................. 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals.............................. 375-8055

Guana Cay
Donna Sands Cart Rentals  ............... 365-5195
Dive Guana Boats & Bikes ................. 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ...................... 354-5175

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals .................. 365-6502
Island Treasures Cart Rentals ........... 365-6072
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals .................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ..357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................... 366-0380
Hope Town Cart Rentals  ................... 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  ........................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals  ............... 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................. 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Adventure on Prozac - Kayak .............365-8749
Alison Car Rent  ................................. 365-8193
Cash’s Carts....................................... 365-8771
Claridge’s Cart Rentals  ..................... 365-8248
Cornish Car Rentals ........................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................... 365-8465
Triple J Car Rentals ........................... 365-8761
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  .............. 365-8749

Sandy Point
Patrick Roberts  .. 366-4286
Nicholas Roberts
Derrick Gaitor
Ferdinand Burrows  366-4133
Vernal Burrows
Kendall White
Anthony Bain  ...... 366-4107
Floyd Burrows  .... 366-4175
Links Adderly  ...... 366-4335
Valentino Lightbourne 
Ricky Burrows  .... 366-4233
  Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ......... 375-8068
Terrance Davis .... 367-4464

    Buddy Pinder .......366-2163
Justin Sands  ...... 367-3526
Danny Sawyer ..... 367-3577
Jay Sawyer  ........ 367-3941

 Man-O-War
David Albury  ....... 365-6059

Bonefi sh Guides Crossing Rocks
   Tony  Russell  .......366-3259

Cherokee
Will Sawyer ............. 366-2177
Marty Sawyer ..........  366-2115
Noel Lowe  ...............366-2107
Randy Sawyer .........366-2284

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury  ...........366-3058

  Hope Town
Maitland Lowe  ........366-0234

  North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ..477-5037
Pope McKenzie .......477-5894
Orthnell Russell  ......365-0125
Alexander Rolle .......365-0120
Edward Rolle  ..........365-0024

  Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer .............365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer  .......365-4070
Jeff Survance  ..........365-4040

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper
             (Based on dinner entree range)
+ Picnic tables &  restroom only   ‡ Provides ride from town

Marsh Harbour
Anglers ...........................$$$ .......   .... 367-2158
Blue Marlin .........................$ ............. 367-2002
Curly Tails ......................$$$ ............. 367-4444
Gino’s .................................$ ............. 367-7272
Golden Grouper    ..............$ ............. 367-2301
Island Cafe .........................$ ............. 367-6444
Jamie’s Place .....................$ ............. 367-2880
Jib Room  .........................$$ ............. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............    ... 367-2615
Mangoes ........................$$$ ............. 367-2366
Pinacle  ..............................$ ............................  
Pop’s Place ........................$ ..... + ..... 367-3796
Sea Shells  .........................$ ............. 367-4460
Snack Shack  .....................$ ..... + ..... 367-4005
Snappas .............................$ ............. 367-2278
Wallys  ............................$$$ ............. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   .....................$$$ ............. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks .......................$ ............. 366-0247        
Harbour’s Edge ...............  $$ ............. 366-0087
H T Harbour Lodge  .......$$$ ............. 366-0095
Munchies   ..........................$ ..... + ..... 366-0423
Sea Spray   ......................$$ ..... ‡ ..... 366-0065

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s......................................... 366-3139

Man-O-War
Hibiscus    .......................................... 365-6380
Island Treats Snack Bar ..................... 365-6501 

Guana Cay
Docksiders .....................$$$ ............. 365-5230
Grabbers ........................$$$ ............. 365-5133
Nippers  ..........................$$$  ............ 365-5143
Orchid Bay .....................$$$ ............. 265-5175

Treasure Cay
Florence’s Cafe  .................$
Coconuts ..............................
Harbour Cafe  ....................$ ............. 365-8635
Hudson’s Delight  ...............$  ............ 365-8648
Spinnaker Restaurant  ...$$$ ............. 365-8469
Touch of Class   .............$$$ ............. 365-8195

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House.....................$$$ ............. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro .............$$ ............. 365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ..........$$$ ............. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill .........$$ ............. 365-4389
Laura’s Kitchen  ...............$$ ............. 365-4287
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ....$$ ............. 365-4625
Pineapples ......................................... 365-4226
Plymouth Rock Cafe .......................... 365-4234
Rooster’s Rest  ................$$ .......   .... 365-4066
Sundowners ....................................... 365-4060
Wrecking Tree Restaurant  

Sandy Point
Nancy’s ................................
Pete & Gays   .................$$$  ............ 366-4119

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Emergency Services
Police - Marsh Harbour                                    367-2560   •      911
B. Electricity Corp       367-2727,   367-2846,   367-4667
Water & Sewerage       475-1499,  475-5518  
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour                                                      367-2000
Fire - Dundas Town                                             367-2935 or 4935
Fire -Hope Town                                                             VHF Ch 16 
Fire - Green Turtle Cay                                                    365-4133 
Fire  - Man-O-War                                                          365-6911
Treasure Cay Fire & Rescue                                              365-9112
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue Assoc - all areas          Marine VHF 16
    Hope Town 366-0500        Marsh Harbour 367-3752  
  Guana Cay     365-5178       Treasure Cay     365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine Marsh Harbour ...367-2295 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic .............367-0020
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ................367-0049
Government Clinic  Marsh Harbour .........367-2510
Corbett Clinic Treasure Cay   ...................365-8288
Government Clinic Cooper‘s Town   .........365-0300
Government Clinic Green Turtle Cay   .....365-4028
Government Clinic Hope Town ................366-0108
Government Clinic Sandy Point   .............366-4010
Government Clinic Fox Town   .................365-2172

Compliments of The Abaconian

www.abaconian.com

Abaco Marinas -   Slips Fuel   Phone
Walker’s Cay

Walker’s Cay - ...................................  Closed 
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ................45....... F ......365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ......32....... F ......365-4271
Black Sound Marina ...15................365-4531
Other Shore Club .......12....... F ......365-4195
Abaco Yacht Service ..10....... F ......365-4033

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina 150 ...... F ......365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  ...26....... F ......365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina 183....... F ......367-2736
Conch Inn ...................75....... F  .....367-4000
Harbour View Marina .36....... F  .....367-2182
Mangoes Marina ........29................367-2366
Marsh Harbour Marina 52       F        367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina .....16................366-0003
Hope Town Hideaways...................366-0224
Lighthouse Marina .......6....... F ......366-0154
Sea Spray ..................60....... F ......366-0065

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ...75....... F ......365-0083

Guana Cay
Orchid Bay .................64 ...... F ......365-5175

Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, 
Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Eco Tours & Kayak rental          475--9616
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour    367-2936
Above & Below • Marsh Harbour          367-0350
Adventure on Prozac - T Cay              365-8749
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay         365-4411
C & C Charters - Treasure Cay             365-8506
Dive Abaco 1978, Marsh Harbour         367-2787
Excursion boat • Froggies • Hope T     366-0024

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ........ 367-2266
American Eagle - Miami  ...................................... 367-2231
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud  .......... 367-2095
Continental Connection - Miami
        Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ......................... 367-3415
Locair - Fort Lauderdale ............................. 1-800-205-0730  
Regional - Freeport ...............................................................
Sky Bahamas - Nassau ........................................ 367-0446
Southern Air - Nassau .......................................... 367-2498
Twin Air Calypso - Fort Lauderdale  ..................... 367-0140 
Yellow Air Taxi - Ft Lauderdale ............................. 367-0032  
Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Abaco Air .............................................................. 367-2266
Cherokee Air Charters  ......................................... 367-3450

Taxi Cab Fares one or two passengers 
Extra $3 for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:    (effective Dec 08)
Clinic, Downtown, Regattas,    .........................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore close, Ferry  ...........        $15
Spring City                                          .......                       $15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch .........$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ........................................$20
Snake Cay  ......................................................................$35
Casuarina Point ...............................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour............................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .......................................................$90
Crossing Rocks .............................................................$105
Sandy Point  ..................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .....................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Airport, G Turtle ferry   ...............................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort .......................................................$85
Fox Town  ......................................................................$185
• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ................................$ 10 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern ........................$10

Wait time $0.40 per minute, Hourly rate $40 per hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage $0.75 each over two, large bags $1 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective Dec 085 
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ............................................$10
Madeira Park ...................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ....................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort .......................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .....................................................................$45
Black Wood  ....................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ............................................$40
Cedar Harbour  ................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .......................................................................$70
Mount Hope .................................................................... $80
Fox Town  ........................................................................$85
Crown Haven  ..................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  ....................................................$80

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ............................$80
 
T Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour  ...........................X$65 + $10
T C Hotel to G Turtle Ferry (Blue Hole $24) ........X$18 + $ 5
T C Hotel to Bonefi sh Marles ................................X$22 + $5
T C Hotel to Joe’s Creek  ......................................X$35 + $5
T C Hotel to Moxey  ..............................................X$16 + $5  

Attractions  
Albert Lowe Museum .......................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits .......Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden .......................... Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum ........................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Light Station ...........................................Hope Town
Walk to & swim on Mermaid Reef off M Harb.  ..Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole  .............Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry-  ........................  Little Harbour
Working boatyards ........................................... Man-O-War cay

Pocket beaches • Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
• Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
• Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
• Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour
Miles of beach are generally on ocean exposures 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more
Items of interest • Man-O-War boat yards • Blackwood 
blue hole & sisal mill • Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need 
guide • Hole-in- Wall lighthouse - last mile very rough road • 
Abaco wild horses by appointment 367-4805 • Bird watching - 
ask tourism 367-3067

To Abaco by land and sea from Florida • Take Discovery Cruise 
Line (954-971-7347) from Ft. Lauderdale to Freeport •Bus to McLeans Town • 
Ferry to Crown Haven • Bus, taxi or rental car to Green Turtle Ferry or Marsh 
Harbour •Taxi to Marsh Harbour ferry dock • Ferry to Hope Town, Man-O-War 
or Guana Cay • Its an adventure

Please bring errors & 
revisions to our atten-
tion - Rev  15 Jun 09 

All phones use area code 242 unless noted

Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour > Hope Town 7:15 am   9   10:30   12:15 pm*     2          4        5:45       
 Return                                 8 am    9:45    11:30       1:30 pm*    3   4    5      6:30      
Marsh Harbour > White Sound Contractor’s special - Mon - Fri 7 am      Return 5 pm    
Marsh Harbour > Man-O-War    10:30 am    12:15 pm                 4          5:45
     Return                  8 am                    11:30        1:30 pm              5  
Marsh H. > Guana Cay (& Scotland Cay with advance notice) from Conch Inn 
          (6:45am - Union Jack Dock)   10:30  1:30 pm      3:30                 
 Return      8 am                  11:30              2:30 pm            4:45         
      Fare  • Adult prepaid oneway $15 / open return $25,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free (Phone after hours 359-6861) 

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128, 4151 • VHF Ch 16 • Ten minute ride
Green T Cay to Treasure Cay Airport 8 am    9    11    12:15    1:30     3    4:30
T Cay Airport to Green T Cay  8:30 am   10:30   11:30   1:30   2:30   3:30   4:30     5
New Plymouth one way adult $10 (Children $7) • Round trip $15 • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749    VHF Ch 16
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday Lv 12 & returns 4:45 p.m. $25 RT
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Wed 9:30 am, return 4:30 pm   $35 RT 
T Cay to Guana Cay Sunset Cruise - Fr $25 , call for time

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama - 
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah. -Daily  7:00 am  &  2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return          Daily  8:30 am  &  4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries Sandy Point to Nassau under 4 Hr. Call  Sandy Point 366-4119    
or Marsh Harbour 367-5250 for sailing dates •  Adults $95 RT, $55 OW • Cars & trucks   

The Great Abaco Express  Marsh Harbour charter bus to N Abaco • Call 367-2165, Group tours

* Not on 
Sundays

or 
holidays

Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 40 minutes
Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted

Tourism’s People-to-People program 
Be matched with a local person or family with a similar interest such 
as Bird watching, Attending church, Foreign language, School class 
visit, Environmental interest. Marine, Native plants, History, Humane 
Society, etc. This is not a dating service or an offer for a free meal 
or lodging but an opportunity to meet someone locally with similar 
interests. Call Tourism’s Doranell Swain at 367-3067 for more informa-
tion. Email: dswain@bahamas.com

Charter Boats
Lucky Strike - Hope T                               366-0101
Sea Gull - Hope Town                              366-0266
A Salt Weapon - Hope Town                    366-0245
Down Deep                                              366-3143
Local Boy                                                 366-0528
Back Breaker                               365-5140
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By Canishka Alexander
Principal Lynn Major could not be more 

pleased about the turnout at the Every 
Child Counts fund raiser and silent auction 
event. More than 200 people attended the 
fund raiser on January 16 at the Spinnaker 
Restaurant in Treasure Cay.

ECC students prepared a lighthearted 
presentation entitled Who We Are at the 
beginning of the evening. They shared 
how the school has afforded them many 
opportunities to become productive citi-
zens. ECC students have participated in 
many activities on the school grounds and 
have assisted at local businesses through-
out Abaco.

As guests browsed the silent auction 
tables to view the items on display and 
write down their bids, the upbeat, famil-
iar sounds of the Impact Band played in 
the background. Among the silent auction 
items were art pieces, blue hole and cave 
tours, boat rentals and fishing charters, 
plane tickets, a Lance Armstrong auto-
graphed Live Strong T-shirt, jewelry, gift 
certificates, cellular phones and electron-

Please see ECC                              Page  2

Every Child Counts holds successful fund raiser
Treasure Cay event drew school supporters from many communities

The Spinnaker Restaurant in Treasure Cay was the scene of a very successful fund raising dinner and silent auction for Every Child 
Counts, a school for students with special needs. A raffle gave many more people a chance to win a gift. The school in Marsh Har-
bour has 107 students and depends entirely on donations. These students are not able to attend normal classrooms. Although the 
school has several teachers trained in working with special students, it is dependent on voluneers to fill out the staff. Shown here 
are Volunteer Mary Gottlieb, students Latonya Moss and Deangela Murray, founder of ECC and principal of the school Lyn Major, 
and sudents Vincent Major, Ashwell Murray and Michael Humes.   

Abaco Cares brings experts 
to talk about bunker C

Art show draws 
crowds to Winding Bay 

A home at the Abaco Club at Winding Bay was the site of an art show that was raising 
funds for Abaco’s Cancer Society. Eight artists displayed their work in a diverse media 
and drew a very large crowd. The Club provided wine and cheese for the patrons to 
enjoy while they examined the art and socialized. On the right is Bob Zwickel, a favor-
ite artist as he entertains during the show by playing lively jazz.  

Abaco Cares, an newly-formed environmental group, held a meeting on January 20 to 
inform the audience on the dangers of burning bunker C in the power plant under con-
struction at Wilson City. About 100 people listened as experts from the States outlined 
some of the dangers. Other presenters spoke about renewable sources of power and 
the need for government to communicate better with the public. See story on page 13.   

The 24th annual Flea Market will be 
held on February 13. This event promises 
to provide much entertainment as well as 
raising needed funds for the Man-O-War 
Primary School. The organizing commit-
tee will be offering all food and drinks and 
will have the traditional White Elephant 
Tables with lots of new and used items in-

cluding a great used-book stall. 
There will be games for children and 

adults, crab races, an auction and a raffle, 
lots of activities to satisfy everyone. 

Albury’s Ferry will be running special 
ferries with a discounted rate from Marsh 
Harbour to Man-O-War. Call the ferry of-
fice for the ferry schedule.

MOW plans annual 
Flea Market

Airport terminal construction 
will begin by year’s end 

By Timothy Roberts
While visiting Hope Town on January 

13 to sign a contract for the rebuilding of 
the freight dock seawall at Sunshine Park, 
Minister of Public Works and Transport, 
the Hon. Neko Grant, revealed recent de-
velopments concerning the upgrading of the 
terminal facilities at Marsh Harbour Inter-
national Airport.

Mr. Grant said on May 21, 2009, he 
signed a contract agreement with Vancou-
ver Airport Services for the Marsh Har-
bour airport terminal design concept con-
sultancy. This is the same company that is 
responsible for the ongoing developments 
and upgrades at the Lynden Pindling Inter-
national Airport in Nassau and is a part of 

the current management through the Nas-
sau Airport Development Company. The 
company signed a 30-year lease with the 
government in April 2007 to manage daily 
operations at the Nassau airport.

He revealed that the Vancouver com-
pany has submitted its Design Brief to the 
Ministry of Public Works and Transport, 
showing a 38,500-square-foot terminal 
building to accommodate projected traffic 
growth for the next 15 years. It includes a 
single story terminal building, control tow-
er and landside roadways and parking fa-
cilities. The scope of the design reflects all 

Please see Airport                       Page  2

By Mirella Santillo
The Winding Bay Art Show, organized 

by the Abaco Island Artists in partner-
ship with the Abaco Cancer Society, was 
held in one of the Destination Units of the 

Ritz-Carleton Club on January 16th.
There was art for every collector as 

eight artists participated, each prominent 

Please see Art Show                  Page  4
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Sid’s Food Store
Groceries . Toiletries . Souvenirs

Serving New plymouth and the entire
Green Turtle Cay Area

 . Fresh Fruits & Vegetables   
 . Frozen Meat . Dry and Canned Goods          . Homemade Breads

WIDE SELECTION 
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Located Near Town Dock, New Plymouth, 
Green Turtle Cay

Tel: (242) 365-4055

ics and a great display of paintings. The 
original acrylic portrait by Ray Adams of 
PE teacher Gary Lewis, seemed to steal 
the show. Many were rewarded for par-
ticipating in the raffle as well.

ECC                                        From Page 1
Two buffet tables were set up to ap-

pease the appetite of the large crowd, and 
thank you cards were autographed by the 
students of Every Child Counts on each 
table.

Chad Sawyer was involved in most of 
the activities that evening and talked about 

his involvement in the school. He said ev-
ery island has a Mother Theresa, bestow-
ing the title on Miss Lynn.

The school received a donation of 
$1,000 from Steve Pedican on behalf of 
the North Abaco Powerboat Race Com-
mittee. There was another donation by 
Cindy Newell of $1,500. Winners of the 
silent auction were announced, and the 
winner of the laptop, John Haestad, gave 
it back to the school to the teachers’ and 
students’ delight.

Ms. Lynn said that she was quite 
pleased with the donations that evening. 
The event raised more than $50,000 
which will greatly assist the school.

She explained that they need approxi-
mately $370,000 each year to run ECC. 
The school falls under the Catholic Board 
of Education and is considered as an alter-
native school. ECC is allowed to use the 
main building free of charge but receives 
no government or church funding. All 
funding is from private donors. Money 
collected over the years has been used to 
build the additional buildings that are now 
on the school grounds. The fund raising for Every Child Counts school included a raffle and silent auction. Chad 

Sawyer kept the evening moving along. As the enrollment increases, the need for a larger 
facility in required. The school is hoping to develop options for the students to have pro-
ductive lives in a supervised environment as they progress past school age. Shown here 
are Mr. Sawyer assisted by volunteer Mary Gottlieb along with three students,Valencia  
Duvra, Latonya Moss and Deangela Murray, and Principal Lyn Major.   

Airport                                 From Page 1

requirements identified by the stakeholder 
interviews on Abaco and discussions with 
the Ministry of Works and other relevant 
government ministries and agencies.

Mr. Grant said that the Ministry is cur-
rently in discussions with the Vancouver 
group to finish the design drawings includ-
ing a detailed cost estimate for govern-
ment’s consideration. This would allow 
tenders to go out for construction. Govern-
ment hopes to have these drawings com-
pleted by the middle of this year and is 
looking forward to having the project un-
derway before the end of 2010.

In May 2009 Mr. Grant announced 
change orders in the amount of $2.2 mil-
lion to an existing contract between the 
Ministry of Works and Bahamas Hot Mix 
for the completion of civil and lighting 
works at the Marsh Harbour International 
Airport along with an additional $566,000 
for the runway and taxiway lighting.

The runway was opened for use on No-
vember 16, 2009, and the remaining air-
side works will be completed during the 
first quarter of this year.

ECC guests bid generously on auctioned items  

ABACO FREIGHT
COURIER SERVICES

Ocean                       Air
6671 W Indiantown Rd, Suite 56-453

Jupiter, Florida 33458
Walk-in and special handling 

Call 561-689-1010   •  nick@abacofreight.com 
Nick Mazzeo, owner manager
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in a distinctive art sector. Marjolein Scott, 
one of the organizers, displayed her cre-
ations on silk and tiles; Bob Zwickel of-
fered his paintings of local seascapes and 
tropical birds; and Tim Higgs, an under-
water photographer, had enlarged pho-
tographs of fish and reefs framed in drift 
wood. Raymond Adams had a display of 
local scenes in various mediae from acrylic 
to oil paint. A coffee table was covered 
with Linda Wiltfang’s jewelry. The out-
side veranda was the perfect setting for 
Brigitte Bower-Carey’s work displayed 
on easels. Two newcomers to the group, 
Lou Schneider, who transfers photographs 
on tiles, Lilian Cash with a large array of 

Art Show                            From Page 1

Winding Bay hosts fund raising art show
hand-made straw bags also participated.

Four private art shows were held at  the 
Abaco Club at Winding Bay last year for 
the guests of the resort, but this was the 
first art show open to the public by invi-
tation from the artists. The response was 
amazing. Marjolein Scott estimated that 
more than 300 people attended the show 
that afternoon, contributing to at least one 
sale for every artist.

Guests were greeted at the entrance of 
the home by Club representative, Luzena 
Dumercy, who offered each person a glass 
of wine and by Mrs. Scott, who familiar-
ized them with the artists and invited them 
to partake of the delicious cheeses to ac-
company the wine. Artist Bob Zwickel oc-
casionally left his art display to play light 

jazz on the keyboard, putting the visitors 
in a swinging mood. Every half an hour 
a raffle took place for a chance to win a 
prize ranging from canvas bags with the 
Ritz-Carleton logo to parasols, stuff toys 
and more.

Besides giving exposure to the artists, 
the event was aimed not only at promoting 

the Cancer Society’s walk and seminar on 
January 23 but also at raising money, as 
each participating artist usually donates a 
portion of  his or her sales to the organi-
zation. The goals of the Society over the 
years has been to assist cancer patients 
with traveling expenses and bring cancer 
awareness in the community.

Eight artists displayed their work at the show held in one of the hosues at the Abaco Club 
at Winding Bay. The event was a fund-raising event for the Cancer Society of Abaco. The 
society assists cancer victims with travel expenses to get treaments and carries out an 
educational program. Shown are Lou Schneider, Marjolein Scott, Bob Zwickel, Brigitte 
Bower-Carey, Lilian Cash, Tim Higgs, Linda Wiltfang and Raymond Adams. 

About 300 people attended the art show, browsing through the displayed art in various 
media while socializing with friends. Many enjoyed the hospitiality of The Abaco Club at 
Winding Bay combined with lunch at the Club house. 

Abaco Print Shop
Abaco Shopping Center

Tel: 367-3202 - Fax: 367-3201

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS!

 Business Cards

 Letterheads
 Flyers
 Programs
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“NEW” STORAGE UNITS, centrally located in   
 Treasure  Cay town centre. Storage units come   
 in assorted sizes for boats, cars, golf carts and   
 ”stuff.”                EXC.  Starting at $25,000 FGS

CONDOMIUM DEVELOPMENTS
 1. CARLETON LANDING 
  Prestigious Canal Front Development offering  
   Carriage House units in blocks of four plus  
      individual cottages. Both offer docks/ boat   
    slips as well as golf cart or car garages. 
    Prices start at $680,000 + 14%

 2. NEW LUXURY WATERFRONT CONDOS   
  WITH DOCKS!
   “PINEAPPLE POINT RESORT” - Luxury   
   gated community - Treasure Cay’s newest   
   waterfront development. 2 bed/ 2 bath   
   and 3 bed/ 3 bath condos with availability   
   of private boat slips. Pre-construction price  
   starting at $529,000 net (plus closing   
   costs). MUST SEE! Great investment oppor-  
   tunity and a great location in Treasure Cay! 

 3. THE COTTAGES 
   Now the newest oceanfront development   
   on Treasure Cay beach comprising 10 
   individual luxury units 
               Starting at $595,000 + 12% closing

 4. BAHAMA BEACH CLUB 
  Luxury condominium project on Treasure   
  Cay Beach. 3 bed / 3 bath / Den / Lanai / on-  
  site pool and many other features          
             Starting at $907,500 Plus 14% closing

 5. ROYAL POINCIANA TOWNHOUSES
   On-site pool and tennis, newly completed   
   luxury  townhouse units directly on   
   Treaure Cay each totalling 3 bed/ 4 1/2   
   baths plus loft bedroom/ den 
    Ground floor - garage, 2 bed/ 2 bath with  
    ocean front patio
    First floor - open concept living / dining/  
    kitchen plus master bedrom suite, all   
    ocean views with patio/ balcony
    Loft - bedroom/ den with ocean view   
                    MLS  $2,075,000 + 7.5% Closing

 6. PALM BAY DEVELOPMENT Unit #3
  4 bed/ 3½ bath fully furnished Town   
   House with garage and boat slip with 20’   
   beam. Located at Palm Bay Development   
   2,000 +/- sq. ft. $907,500 EXC

  Anchorage Estates Multi-family Lots 128’   
   water front, 22,448 sq. ft. Good investment 
   Price $474,000 EXC

  “Palm Bay” Unit #5 Waterfront Townhouse   
   unit fully furnished. Lower/entry level   
   2 bed/ 1 bath with garage. Upper level   
   master bed with ensuite bath/living/din-  
   ing/kitchen/lanai. Unit has own dock,   
   extras GEO tracker & golf cart, 25’ Caro-  
   lina skiff, 250 HP Evinrude engine   
                                  $1,350,000 + 7.5%

  STORAGE / GARAGE UNIT, 21’ 6” deep, 11’  
   8” wide. Listed for a quick sale at the low   
   price of $29,750.00 EXC

MARINA VIEW VILLA
 Recently completed delightful villa with great   
  marina view and access. Modern 2 bed/ 2   
  bath CBS fully furnished home, 1020 sq.   
  ft. plus porches and garden area. Must see to   
  appreciate.                    FGS $479,000 EXC

TREASURE LANDING
 Unit #4 Upstairs 3 bed/2bath fully furnished,   
 direct beach access. Good rental investment   
                                  EXC. $514,250 FGS

MARINER’S COVE 
 Townhouse condos with on- site tennis, heated   
 pool, office, laundry
 Marina view, 2 bed/ 1 1/2 bath, fully furnished,   
  never rented, extra feathures.
                        MUST SEE  FGS $295,000 
  Marina view, 2 bed/ 2 bath and unit - fully   
  furnished- storm shutters- good rental 
  potential            $271,500  + 7.5% closing
    Marina view, 2 bed/ 1 1/2 bath fully, furnished
       including garage plus vehicle. Good rental
       potential.                         EXC $300,000 FGS

ROYAL PALM 
 Canal front condos with on site tennis and pool
  2 bed / 2 bath lower unit marina view.   
   Good rental income           EXC $526,350 

  2 bed/ 2 bath lower unit with marina view.   
   12 ft. boat slip with 12,000 lb. lift. Never   
   rented.                       EXC $655,950 FGS

TREASURE HOUSE

 Ocean front luxury octagonal units with lagoon/  
 pool/waterfall. Good rental potential. 
  Unit #7 Two storey 2 bed/ 2 bath home.   
                     MLS $545,000 + 7.5% closing

BAHAMA BEACH CLUB
Resale condos available in first completed project.   
 Ready to go. Both units never rented but definite  
 potential. MUST SEE PROPERTIES.
  Downstairs unit 3 bed / 2 bath with den/  
  optional 4th bed. Completely and tastefully   
  furnished with many extra features including   
  garage and Ford Taurus    $785,000  + 14%

ATLANTIS
 Canal front condo with on-site pool. Bldg 4.   
  downstairs, 2 bed, 2 bath, totally redone, 12’   
  wide slip. $459,675.00 + 7.5% closing EXC

 “Dolphin House” comfortable, well designed,   
  fully furnished CBS home has 2 bed / 2 baths   
  with alrge kitchen/ living/ dining facing the   
  deep water canal. $895,000 + 7.5% 

 Bldg. #2, 2 bed/ 2 bath uppper unit with boat   
  slip and golf cart garage. Never rented, in   
  excellent condition. $475,565 EXC

OCEAN VILLA SUBDIVISION
  Second row beach with direct ocean access.   
  Great view. 2 bed / 2 bath, many special   
  features. MUST SEE         EXC. $460,000 FGS

GALLEON BAY ESTATES
 “Fish Tales” unique canal front 3 bed / 3 bath   
  home on 2 full lots, 180’ waterfront with 118’  
  serviced dock, deep water, great for larger   
  boat.  MUST SEE!    MLS$1,725,000 + 7.5%

LEEWARD BEACH ESTATES
 “Trident”/”Turquoise Seas” You cannot be more   
  “on the beach” than in this special home.   
  Offering 3 bed / 3 1/2 bath in the main house   
  with detached garage / bed / bath / attic plus   
  storage. Vast deck oceanside with widow’s   
  walk. WOW!  MLS $1,999,000 + 7.5% closing 

 “Cross Winds” Split level CBS home extra large   
  lot across from 2 beach greenways. Private.   
  Master bed/ bath suite upstairs. Lower level 2  
  bed / 2 bath, cozy living room/ kitchen/   
  dining/ utility. Apartment annex 1bed/ 1   
  bed, living kitchen, enclosed patio. Plus! Plus!  
  Plus!           MLS $755,000 + 7.5% closing

 
WINDWARD BEACH ESTATES
 “Dream Point” Special CBS split level home   
  located on a corner lot near “The Point” with   
  two choices of direct beach access. Upper   
  level has master bedroom with ensuite bath   
  plus two guest bdrooms and bath. On the   
  split level there is the main entry into a large   
  open living/dining area, modern well 
  equipped kitchen. All rooms open onto a   
  wrap-around partially covered deck overlook  
  ing the garden. Ground level has an extra
  large garage/ workshop with lots of storage.
                                        EXC. $996,300 FGS

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY

 6.667 acres on the highway between Treasure   
  Cay Resort and Treasure Cay airport. Running  
  from highway north to the sea of Abaco. 180’  
  on water front and 165’ roadside, 1500’ road  
  to water. Prime property that can be subdivid
  ed, commercial and housing/condos or   
  subdivided into lots, commercial and residen  
  tial                                 $833,375 FGS, EXC 

Treasure Cay Properties - Offered by Treasure Cay Specialists
For details and pictures visit our web page at http://www.treasurecayrealestate.com

Phone: (242) 365-8538    •   Phone/ Fax: (242) 365-8587

VACANT LOTS AVAILABLE
 • Ocean front properties
  Casuarina Beach/Ocean Blvd.
         Sand Piper Beach
  Sunrise Point Beginning at $1,250,000 FGS
 • Canal Front        Beginning at $350,000 FGS
 • Rock Point Waterfront, bulkheaded                             
                        Beginning at $430,000 FGS   
 • Golf Course / Interior 
                               Beginning at $60,000 FGS

ABBREVIATION CODE
EXC - Exclusive listing  
FGS  - Full gross or all-inclusive price  
MLS - Multiple Listing, list price plus buyer’s closing

Treasure Cay has one of the world’s best Beaches, Golf Course, Tennis, full service Marina, just naming a few amenities.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information

We not only sell here, we live here and love it. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box AB22183, Treasure Cay, Abaco, Bahamas     E-mail: info@treasurecayrealestate.com  

Marcellus Roberts
Broker

Everett Pinder
Sales Associate
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Bahama Palm Shores: Pinehurst, B33, L53, incredible value vacant lot US$12,000. 
Bahama Palm Shores: Pinehurst, B32, L29, road access property US$15,000. 
Bahama Palm Shores: Pinehurst, B45, L240, road and beach access US$15,000. 
Bahama Palm Shores: Near beach, recently surveyed US$18,000. 
Bahama Palm Shores: 340’ of pristine private beachfront US$139,000. 
Bahama Coral Island: Cleared hillside property with well B$30,000. 
Bahama Coral Island: Adjacent properties, sea views, near beach US$20,000@ 
Bahama Coral Island: Elevated property with power and Marls views US$25,000.  
Eastern Shores: Deluxe property with dockage on “The Cut” US$525,000. 
Great Abaco Club: Elevation, views, accommodates 65’ boat US$295,000. 
Great Abaco Club: Oversize property, sea views, dockage US$295,000. 
Great Abaco Club: Spectacular home, pool dock for 65’ boat BS$1.45m 
Great Abaco Club: Sea of Abaco home plus dockage. BEST OFFER PLEASE! 
Guana Cay: Hillside lot with 360 views and proposed dockage US$109,000. 
Leisure Lee: Best priced waterfront home, deepwater dock, beach access US$449,000. 
Leisure Lee: Bulkheaded deepwater property, near beach access US$199,000. 
Regattas of Abaco: Sea of Abaco views, hilltop location, rental history US$149,000. 
Three Beaches: Adjacent properties near beach access, private and secure US$34,900@ 
Three Beaches: Hilltop lot, view, beach access US$49,000  
Treasure Cay: Awesome luxury beachfront parcel with sea to sea views US4799,000. 
Turtle Rocks: Unspoiled ¾acre property, area developing nicely US$208,500.

By Larry Smith
Within sight of the smokestacks rising 

from BEC’s heavy fuel oil power plant un-
der construction at Wilson City just across 
the Bight of Old Robinson lies a solar-pow-
ered community of some 40 homes encircl-
ing a picturesque cove.

This unique settlement was founded by 
a Canadian art professor named Randolph 
Johnston, who sailed his family to The Ba-
hamas in 1952 and initially housed them in 
a cave - like a modern-day William Sayle, 
(who sought refuge in Preacher’s Cave on 
North Eleuthera more than three centuries 
ago).

Johnston set himself up as a charter cap-
tain and sculptor, becoming a local celebri-
ty within a few years. His bronze statue of 
a Bahamian woman was installed on Prince 
George Wharf in 1975, while his autobiog-
raphy, Artist on his Island, was published 
the following year.

When it was virtually worthless, John-
ston acquired land at Little Harbour and 
over time sold bits and pieces to other 
vagabonds from varied backgrounds, cre-
ating the eclectic community that exists to-
day anchored around Pete’s Pub, a famous 
watering hole run by the sculptor’s son. 
Little Harbour is now an attraction in its 
own right - drawing some 30,000 visitors 
a year.

Among the homeowners are artists, doc-
tors, lawyers, engineers, airline pilots and 
boat bums. One of the more recent settlers 
is Gordon Pierce, whose Cape Cod-based 
firm builds high-tech tennis courts and run-
ning tracks in Massachusetts. His comfort-
able 2,200 square foot home sits on a hill 
overlooking Little Harbour and - like all 
the houses here - it’s powered entirely by 
solar panels.

“We collect rainwater, use energy-effi-

cient appliances, compact fluorescent light 
bulbs and have an insulated roof, “ he told 
me last week. “And we’ve had as many as 
11 people living here with no problem at 
all. We have everything except air condi-
tioning. We just use them more carefully.”

Pierce has 16 190-watt photovoltaic pan-
els installed on a wooden frame in his front 
yard. They supply power to 16 standard 
6-volt golf cart batteries. Inverters convert 
the power from the batteries to household 
current, and everything is metered to mon-
itor usage. A 10-hp diesel generator kicks 
in if the batteries get too low, but Pearce 
says that rarely if ever happens. The whole 
system cost $35,000.

Expensive, you say? Well, right next 
door to Pierce live Bob and Allison Ball - 
two globetrotting hydrographic surveyors 
who arrived in 1992 and live here year-
round. Their bungalow is powered by five 
panels and six batteries, with no genera-
tor. The batteries have a 12-year life span 
while the panels will last for 25 years. And 
their system cost less than $10,000.

“The batteries are the only thing that 
need a little maintenance,” Allison told 
me. “But we went through Hurricanes 
Frances and Jean and never lost power.”

All of the homeowners at Little Harbour 
- which has no government services - are 
concerned about the $105 million power 
plant that BEC is building just across the 
water at Wilson City. Mostly, they are 
upset at the prospect that the plant was to 
have been the first on any Out Island to use 
heavy fuel oil - the most polluting of all 
fossil fuels.

Heavy fuel oil (also known as bunker 
C) is the carcinogenic residue that is left 
after crude oil has been refined into lighter 
products like gasoline or diesel. And it is a 
fact that HFO-based power plants produce 

higher and more dangerous smokestack 
emissions as well as vast quantities of oily 
wastes that require off-site disposal or in-
cineration.

The difficulties of managing waste oil 
increases the risk of leaks and spills and 
the burden of cleanup. In fact, the environ-
mental costs and health risks of HFO-based 
power plants have made them prohibitively 
expensive in developed countries. But the 
fuel is still used by some utilities in less 
developed countries - like BEC’s Clifton 
plant in Nassau - because its initial cost is 
cheaper than diesel.

BEC’s plan to burn heavy fuel oil at Wil-
son City has attracted much criticism on 
Abaco. It even stimulated the formation of 
a new activist group called Abaco Cares., 
which held a public meeting on January 
20 in Marsh Harbour to draw attention 
to the negative environmental impacts of 
the Wilson City plant. Led by Pastor Clint 
Kemp, who operates a fly fishing business 
at Schooner Bay, the group invited local 
and US experts to talk about the potential 
hazards of bunker C fuel.

Brad Venman, a senior vice president 
and toxicologist at NTH Consultants in 
Michigan told an audience of about 100 

residents that plans for the Wilson City 
plant were generic and offered no details 
on pollution controls, biological impacts 
or measures to deal with catastrophic spills 
from fuel tankers navigating the shallow 
waters near the Bight of Old Robinson. 
In addition to these hazards, fuel handling 
and equipment maintenance costs were 
said to be higher in HFO-based plants.

The BEC plant - which will be opera-
tional by June - lies some 14 miles south 
of Marsh Harbour, five miles east of the 
Abaco Highway and about two miles from 
the coastal ruins of Wilson City, the fabu-
lous lumber town that operated for about 
10 years in the early 1900s. The BEC site 
consists of a 25-acre fenced clearing, with 
another 75 acres of forested land assigned 
for future expansion. And the southeastern 
corner of the cleared site is less than 2100 
feet from unspoiled tidal mangroves.

Access to the plant is via the old tram-
way that once hauled logs to the Wilson 
City sawmill. This has been widened from 
the highway to the plant for vehicles and 
transmission lines, but before the road gets 
to Wilson City proper, it cuts to the right, 

Please see Tough Call               Page  7

Tough Call . . . Fossil fuel and renewable energy 
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Ph: 242-367-3231  •  Fax: 242-367-3233  •  Cell: 242-577-0553  •  US: 954-586-7603  •  Sea Star Building  •  Marsh Harbour

Capt. Perry Thomas
Realtor, Offi ce Manager Osbourne Stuart, CRS, CRES, BRI, SVC 

Broker,  Appraiser, President with 21 years experience

Perry Thomas, BRI - Cell 577-0553 
Tina Wells - Cell 475-3669  •  Janet Harding - Cell 577-0284

Call Adler Realty to have your next appraisal done
Rent your apartment or fi nd an apartment to rent. We can help.

Endless Summer #508, Eastern Shores, 2 story, 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms. 210’ water frontage, 80’ 
dock, 6’ low water, 9,000 lb. 
boat lift. Cypress ceiling and in-
terior walls, laundry room, single 
car garage, carport, 15 KW back-

up generator. Reduced from $1,675.000 to $ 1,412,500.00 gross 

Great Business Opportunity #506 A restaurant that is ready to 
go with all the necessary equip-
ment needed to operate this 
lovely building, has sea views, is 
on 100’x120’ lot. 
REDUCED $424,000. 

Triplex in Great Cistern  # 902 Two 2 bedroom 1 bath and one 1 
bedroom 1bath, beautifully landscape 
and furnished. Lot size 17,250 sq. ft. 
$350,300 gross

 
Duplex in Central Pines New Listing #903 One 3 bedroom 

2 bathroom and a 2 bedroom 
1 bath apt located in Central 
PInes. Reduced to $241,875 
gross

New Listing Duplex in Marsh Harbour #1028 two 2 
bedroom one bath on huge lot 
over 18,000 sq ft, covered front 
entrances and covered back 
porches, Central a/c on both 
sides, fully furnished, fenced-in 

back yard, whole property landscaped. Sale Price $436,000

New Listing   Home in Casuarina Point #806 less 
than 500 ft off the beach, this 
gorgeous rustic design with a 
flare of elegance, 2 br, 2½ bth, 
living area 14 ft above ground, 
pine wood floors, cypress ceiling, 
open floor plan, a/c, 200 sq ft of 
covered balcony. A perfect beach 

house for someone who enjoys beachcombing or swimming with no crowds. 
Price $349,900 gross

Forest Drive Murphy Town Duplex #810 two 2 bd rm, 2 bth 
and a three unit building that is 
75% completed. Can be completed 
for commerical or as a triplex. 

Price for both places $316,400 
gross

Murphy Town #002 three bedroom two bathroom home $172,250

Murphy Town Triplex #012 three one bedroom one bathroom apts 
$160,000 

Visit our other fi ne properties at: www.adlerrealtyltd.com

Marsh Harbour #790 Vacant lot with beautiful walls, huge entrance 
gate with brick pavers at two entranc-
es, landscaped with sprinkler system, 
fresh water from drilled well and two 

small pump & storage houses with elec-
tric power. This lot ready for a beauti-
ful home to be built. $139,200 gross

Dundas Town House and Duplex #786 & 784  Two 2 bed-
room 1 bath apartments and a 
two bed one bth home both for   

$315,000 gross 

Home Off Forest Drive #778 3 br 2bth home on lot 90x131 
ready to move in $190,400 gross

New Listing Duplex Central Pines #796 two 2 br, 2 bth 
apts,  beautifully landscaped. 
New building $293,800 gross 

New listing  Home off Forest Drive, Dundas Town 
#798 3 br, 2 bth, laundry 
rm, tv rm, living & dinning 
rm, single carport and cov-
ered front porch. $299,450 
gross

New Listing Duplex Central Pines #914 two 2 br,1br 
brand new never lived in 
$254,250.00 gros

 

Murphy Town #0387, a 2 bed, 2 bath home with an 
attached 1 bed 1 bath apt, with 
central a/c and a huge fenced-in 
yard 200 ft length and 70 ft in 
depth. $258,272 gross

Three Unit Town House #0711 3 two bedroom one bath 
all with beautiful ocean view 
from upstairs balcony. Property 
13,690 sq. ft. $320,000

Murphy Town Apartment #004 two 2 bedroom one bathroom 
apts. $160,500

Murphy Town Triplex #009 three two bedroom one bathroom 
apts. $295,000 

New listing Duplex Marsh Harbour #800 two 2 br, 1 
bth apts near M&R Food Store $156,600 gross

Duplex #0713 & 0715  2 bedroom, 1 bath and 1 bedroom, 1 bath house 
in Dundas Town $260,000

Home in Murphy Town #792 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, laundry rm, 
two car garage $330,000

Triplex for sale Murphy Town #502  2 one-bedroom, 
one-bath and 1 two-bedroom, one-bath. $145,000 

Reduced oceanfront lot on Tilloo Cay with beach access 
and shared do  ck. Lot size sq ft 0.73 acres 103ft on water and 315 ft. Best 
price on Tilloo Cay, will not last long. Must sell, owner leaving island. Further 
reduced from $278,400 to $175,000 gross

For sale 15 acres of land at Baker’s Heights near 
Leisure Lee off the Treasure Cay Highway. Priced at $450,000, this property 
will go fast. Call today.

For sale three lots located on South Lubbers Quarters in the 
Abaco Ocean Club Estate. Lots number 11, 44, 112. These lots are priced 
individually. 11,022 sf. $88,000 gross     
Lot #44 13,307 sf $98,000 gross     Lot # 112 20,485 sf. $175,000 gross

Two lots 84 ft. x 100 ft. near Treasure Cay, one 
mile northwest of Treasure Cay School. $49,500 each

Best prices in Yellowwood big lots on hillside with views near 

Winding Bay and the Abaco Club 
Lot# 7 G3 size 12,600 s.f. $57,200 gross
Lot # 7 G4 size 12,600 s.f. $57,200 gross

Best prices on vacant lots in Marsh Harbour. 
4 lots 10,286.1 sq. ft. $59,659 each 2 lots 12,086.1 sq. ft. $70,099 each

4 lots in Murphy Town, water view, across from Abaco 
Block and Concrete, commercial. Sold separately 3 lots $48,614 each, 1 
at $48,730

Off Forest Drive lot with Foundation for a 2br/2bth house. 
Price $28,500 gross

Bahama Coral Island lot size 10,066 sq ft corner lot $29,434 gross

Bahama Coral Island lot size 10,330 sq ft with foundation that is 
80% finished. $34,200 gross 

Hillside lot with waterviews in Dundas Town #502  
$18,600 gross

Home in Murphy Town #782 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath, laundry rm 
with a car port, lot size 90x100 on Forest Drive. Interior needs renovation. 
$151,200 gross

Triplex #504, one three-bedroom two-bathroom that is 1950 sq ft on 
the top floor and 2 Two-bedroom one-bath apartments on the bottom floor, 
property is 90 x 100 Appraised at $ 440,000 This month sales price $434,600

New listing Large Vacant lot Central Pines 22,047 sq 
ft. $43,320 gross

Treasure Cay Rock Point vacant waterfront lots $406,000 gross 

Treasure Cay Golf Course lot $63,250 

Bahama Coral Island four lots priced at $22,800,  $25,080,  
$26,220,  $28,800 

Eleuthera northeast near Savannah Sound 20 acres of 
waterfront and beachfront land with high elevation $1,650,000 gross.

Tina Wells
Sales Agent

Janet Harding 
Realtor®

UNDER 

CONTRACT

UNDER 

CONTRACT

Annstacia Storr
Sales Agent, 458-2949

crossing over to the Bight of Old Robinson 
where a terminal will be built for tankers to 
offload fuel via a submarine pipeline. BEC 
plans to bury a 12-inch pipeline under the 
road to pump fuel from the terminal to the 
power plant.

Unfortunately, the entire coastline 
around Wilson City is a relatively un-
touched wilderness of mangroves, tidal 
creeks and shallow bights, all connected by 
a network of blue holes. In fact, the area is 
so ecologically sensitive that the Bahamas 
National Trust and Abaco Friends of the 
Environment want to have it designated as 

a national park.
“The East Abaco Creeks park proposal 

is essential to sustainable development 
on this island,” said Kristin Williams of 
Friends. “This area has the highest density 
of blue holes anywhere except for Andros 
and the creeks provide important nursery 
habitat. The health of these wetlands is vi-

tal to the entire marine ecosystem.”
Sam Duncombe of the Nassau activist 

group, ReEarth, focused on the other is-
sue that has spurred many Abaconians to 
criticise the Wilson City plant - the lack of 

Please see Tough Call               Page  8

Tough Call                       From Page  6

No Bunker C will be burned at Wilson City
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OCEAN BLUE PROPERTIES

Member B.R.E.A.
G.P.O. Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas 

Telephone 1-561-283-3781 • Telephone/Fax 1-242-365-4636
E-mail: oceanblu@batelnet.bs  •  www.oceanblueproperties.com

Sales, Rentals and Property Management

ON GREEN TURTLE CAY: 

• UNDER CONTRACT! Waterfront lot with dock on Coco Bay.

• NEW!!! “ Beau Soleil “ Immaculate waterfront furnished home with guest apart-
ment and separate guest cottage. Total four bedrooms five baths. 1/2 acre. Large 
swimming pool. Dock. Beach. Many amenities. Commanding views of White 
Sound Harbour. Asking price $1,799,500

• NEW! Unique spacious one story, two bedroom one bath furnished home with 
loft set on lushly landscaped one acre parcel on the the bonefish flats on the Sea of 
Abaco. Home is converted airplane hangar with special touches by the artist/owner. 
Featured in Volvo commercial in conjunction with “Pirates of the Caribbean.” 
Many amenities. Asking price $1.5 m

• SOLD! New 4 bed 3½ bath home on bluff overlooking Sea of Abaco. Swimming 
pool.   

• New! House overlooking Settlement Creek  Two air conditioned master bedroom 
suites. Kit/liv/din. Short walk to town. Dock. $495,000 

• New Price!!! Roberts’ House in historic settlement of New Plymouth. Waterview. 
Furnished. 3 beds 3 baths. Immaculate. Owner moving. $450,000  

• Leeward Yacht Club: “Pretty in Pink” Newly built 4 bed 3½ bath two story 
colonial style home. Interior to be finished to buyer’s preference. On waterfront at 
Black Sound. Dock slip available. $1.6 million  

• Leeward Yacht Club: “Yellow House” Newly built 3 bed 2½ bath completed 
home in high end neighborhood. Access to dock. $1.05 million 

• Boch Property: Secluded Bahamian estate. Over two acres with 1,000 ft. of wa-
terfront on Bluff Harbour and the Sea of Abaco. Three bed three bath home. Dock 
with lift. Beautiful sunsets. $2.1 million  

• On north end: “The Pink Cottage” Approximately 2½ acres sea to sea from Coco 
Bay to the Atlantic Ocean. Gorgeous beach and dock. Furnished cottage with work 
shop and garage. Very private. $1.395 million  

• Coco Bay: Smith Property. Immaculate two bed one bath furnished home on 1/3 
acre just steps away from Coco Bay Beach. Large garage is ready to convert to 
guest house. $399,000 

• Turtle Landing: Two bed two bath furnished home on waterfront at White Sound. 
Dock possible. Large screened in porch and deck. Only home on cay with 3 bay 
garage easily converted to guest house. $995,000 

• Summer Breeze: Recently remodeled furnished two story three bed 2½ bath home 
located on waterfront in the heart of New Plymouth. A/C. Satellite TV. W/D. Golf 
cart garage. Established rental history. $650,000 

• Tranquility: Two bed two bath furnished contemporary home sitting on Atlantic 
Ocean Beach. Excellent rental even in these tough times. 90’ on beach. $995,000 

• Green Turtle Estates: Newly built 4 bed 3 bath house near beach and public dock. 
Closed in with electric already in. Large standing shed. Firm B$247,800 

• Beachfront; waterfront; and inland lots on Green Turtle Cay and Munjack Cay. 

public consultation. She said it was “unac-
ceptable” for local communities to be kept 
in the dark about such projects. “There 
should have been full disclosure, and we 
need to demand laws that guarantee public 
process.”

In the past BEC has dismissed such 
statements as “erroneous and irresponsi-
ble,” but Pastor Kemp pointed to repeated 
requests for public meetings on the Wilson 
City project from as early as November 
2008. It was almost a year before BEC re-
sponded to criticism by holding a standing 
room-only town meeting in Marsh Har-
bour. And the EIA for the project was not 
released until last November - months after 
construction had begun.

There is great skepticism among en-
vironmentalists about BECs claims that 
it will install and monitor pollution con-
trols at the plant: “We are not confident 
that they will do anything they say they 
will do,” Pastor Kemp said. “No one will 
monitor anything, and there will be no con-
sequences for anyone at BEC when they 
screw up. I don’t trust government’s best 

Tough Call                       From Page 7
intentions to monitor this.”

In fact, BEC paid scant attention to such 
matters until the mid 1990s when it belat-
edly introduced an environmental man-
agement policy. And independent audits 
of that policy have documented chronic 
failures over the years. For example, the 
discharge of oily water into the ground for 
years at Clifton created a huge hydrocar-
bon plume in the freshwater lens as well as 
discharges into the sea from caves below 
the cliffs. More than a million gallons of 
oil was recovered from these caves in re-
cent times, at great cost to BEC.

According to the Wilson City EIA, 
“Clifton has suffered significant impacts 
requiring ongoing assessment and correc-
tive action. Poor handling of materials at 
Clifton and Marsh Harbour has required 
the need for extensive ground clean-up 
and plant upgrading to remedy historical 
oil pollution problems.” And added to this 
history of incompetence is the risk of a 
shipping disaster in pristine waters, which 
is not as rare as you might think.

There is talk of an informal agreement 
between BEC and the Bahamas National 
Trust/Friends of the Environment to set up 

a joint monitoring committee that would 
check pollution levels at the site and ensure 
a proper response when necessary. But 
BNT chief Eric Carey told me he has not 
seen the plant’s environmental management 
plan and does not know if one exists. 

Pastor Clint Kemp commented, “I don’t 
believe there would have been any chance 
for the fuel to be changed if we had not 
raised our voices,” he added. “I hope that 
Abaco becomes a centre of environmental 
activism to call government to account. 
Wilson City is just one item on the list. We 
need everyone to join in so there is a bigger 
voice. We all have to become evangelists.”

Meanwhile, the venerable 25.6 mega-
watt plant at Marsh Harbour is barely 
keeping up with the demand from Abaco’s 
15,000 residents, 1500 second homeowners 
and 100,000 visitors. They suffer through 
endless outages and load shedding, some of 
which are reportedly due to poor mainte-
nance and others to lack of fuel. 

Sam Duncombe expressed the view of 
many at last week’s meeting. “The gov-
ernment needs to stop fossil fuel projects, 
launch a national energy conservation pro-
gramme, change the law and pursue re-
newable energy projects.” 

All these initiatives are currently in the 

works, but as we all know, the wheels of 
government grind slowly.

What do you think? Send comments to 
larry@tribunemedia.net

Or visit www.bahamapundit.com 

Out Islands Finest Vacation Homes
Waterfront Properties • New Marina

Rentals & Sales

1 Purple Porpoise Place
Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas

Chris & Peggy Thompson, Proprietors
Phone 242-366-0224 • Fax 242-366-0434

Diesel is scheduled for BEC plant

Diamante Dental Clinic
Dr. J. Denise Archer , D.D.S.

Garnett Archer Mem. Bldg., Suite #6
Queen Elizabeth Drive 

Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Website:  www.diamantedental.com

Tel: 242-367-4968 
Fax: 242-367-0725

Email:dentalspecialistabaco@yahoo.com

• Dr. J. Denise Archer 

• Dr. Christopher Varga
Mondays - Saturdays

• Dr. S. André Rollins 
Orthodontics (Braces)

Call 242-328-5000 
for February date

WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE
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Entertainment Capital of the Abacos!

Talent ShowcaseTalent Showcase
Join the staff  of Abaco Beach Resort and 

Stephen Colebrook in showing off  your enter-
taining talents 

every Thursday in Anglers Restaurant 
starting at 8 pm – Until...? 

Japanese Friday Night Japanese Friday Night 
Sushi FeverSushi Fever

Enjoy a variety of Sushi rolls 
every Friday night in 

Anglers Restaurant from 6 pm – 10 pm

Rake n’ ScrapeRake n’ Scrape
Dance the night away at our Pool Bar 

every Friday night to the upbeat sounds of
“Brown Tip” starting at 8:30 pm

“Prime Time” Night“Prime Time” Night
Enjoy a mouthwatering Prime Rib dinner

with friends and family.....every Saturday night
Anglers Restaurant 6 pm - 10 pm
 Live music by Stephen Colebrook

“Sounds of the Islands”
Live Calypso Music by Clint Sawyer

every Saturday at the Pool Bar
8:30 pm until closing

Stephen ColebrookStephen Colebrook
Enjoy the contemporary piano music and rich 

soulful vocals of the wonderful 
Stephen Colebrook performing in 

Anglers Restaurant Wednesday - Sunday 
6:30 pm until…? at the 

Pool Bar  Thursday - Saturday 
12:30 pm to 2:30 pm and during our 
Gospel Sunday Lunch 1 pm to 3 pm

Valentine Weekend 
Special Dinner Menu

Available Friday, February 12 - 
Sunday, February 14, 2010
Time: 6:00pm - 10:00pm
Price: $29.95 per person 

(Does NOT include gratuities)
• Seasonal Salad with Mango Vinaigrette

• Grilled Angus Filet with A Grilled Shrimp
 or 

Grilled Mahi Mahi Fillet and Béarnaise Sauce
• Garlic Mashed Potatoes

• Sautéed Baby Green Beans
• Chocolate Torte with 

Chantilly Cream and Raspberry Sauce

Gospel Sunday LunchGospel Sunday Lunch
Join us for a great lunch with 

popular Gospel music 
performed by “Stephen Colebrook” 

 every Sunday 1 pm – 3 pm  in Anglers Restau-
rant

Monday Night at the Movies
Every Monday at the Pool Bar

8:00 pm to 10:00 pm

KaraokeKaraoke
Come and show off  your vocal talents 

every Tuesday night 
 by the Pool Bar starting at 8 pm

Country and WesternCountry and Western
Come and enjoy our savory, 

mouth-watering Country & Western 
themed family-style dinner 

every Wednesday night from 6 pm – 10 pm   
Live music by Stephen Colebrook  

www.AbacoBeachResort.com

For more information on any of the upcoming events, please call 367-2158 

By Canishka Alexander
Hank Williams and two others were 

traveling south on Forest Drive in Dundas 
Town when one of the vehicle’s tires had 
a blow out. 

According to an eyewitness on the 
scene, the vehicle sped off from Jones 

Restaurant when the tire burst. He said the 
vehicle ran straight into a low boy trailer 
that was parked on the side of the road.

The eyewitness said that Williams and 
his basketball teammates were traveling 
with their coach at the time. He went to see 
if the occupants of the vehicle were okay. 
Although one was injured, all were alive 

Abaco records fi rst traffi c fatality
at the time. 

The EMS team quickly arrived on the 
scene and Williams was rushed to the 
Marsh Harbour Government Clinic where 
his wife, Nurse Trineka Williams, was on 
call. Nurse Williams was at her husband’s 
side when he passed away.

Recycle 
Aluminum Cans

Bin located next 
to Every Child Counts
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Frank Knowles 
Hope Town 

242-577-0339 

DDDDDonna M. DarvilleDonna M. Darville
Marsh HarbourMarsh Harbour
242-367-7653242-367-7653

The Abaco Real Estate Specialists!

donna@paradisebahamas.com frank@paradisebahamas.com                

Shop our lisings online at

www.ParadiseBahamas.com 

Call us for all your property sales and rental needs

Replace your old countertops 
with locally made tops of

Marble & Granite

Call 242-367-4726
(Abaco Ace Hard ware)
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

abacomarbleandgranite.com

Foreign language 
classes began in January

By Canishka Alexander
The Administrator’s office offered Cre-

ole and Spanish classes in January to in-
terested persons in the community. The 
cost was $125 for each 10-week course, 
and courses were offered on various days 
throughout the week.

J.S. Joseph’s School of Creole initially 
began offering Creole classes at Abaco 
Central High School on January 18. Ac-
cording to Rev. Jean Seme Joseph, the 
Creole instructor, the objective of the 
course is to help the Bahamian community 
to interact more with the Haitian culture by 
learning the language.

Rev. Joseph assured the class that it is 
quite possible to learn Creole within three 

months’ time. The first part of the course 
focused on the Creole alphabet, diction, 
the use of syllables to compose words, 
vocabulary and Creole expressions. The 
second section was geared toward the for-
mulation of sentences and analyzing the 
similarities and differences between Eng-
lish and French words. The final portion 
of the class covered extensive conversation 
in Creole, an analysis of text and photos in 
Haitian culture, and the reading of Biblical 
scriptures and songs in Creole.

As for the Spanish course, Eva Adder-
ley, was the instructor. The first conver-
sational Spanish course began on January 
19 and also took place at Abaco Central 
High School. Mrs. Adderley taught the 
Spanish alphabet and introduced Spanish 
phrases during the first class. The Creole 
and Spanish courses both addressed termi-

Central Abaco News 

nology common to the students’ profes-
sional field.

Consumer Affairs 
Monitors Abaco Prices 

By Samantha V. Evans
The Ministry of Labour and Social De-

velopment Consumer Welfare Unit located 
in Dove Plaza has been on Abaco since 
2007 but moved into this office in Feb-
ruary of 2009. Consumer rights and pro-
tection could both be linked to consumer 
welfare which is a form of the government 
regulations that protects the interest of con-
sumers of the Bahamas. 

This department engages in policies such 
as consumer protection and complaints, in-
vestigates unsafe consumer products, pro-
vides accessible information educati on and 
advises both the suppliers and consumers. 
There is a price control and rent services 
section in this office. The staff constantly 
monitors gas and diesel pumps at the ser-
vice stations. Presently, there are three in-
spectors who are responsible for the entire 
island. 

Since this office has been open, it has 
had some rent control challenges but gro-
cers have been very standard in the pric-
ing of goods. When the staff goes out on 
inspections at stores, the officers  look for 
damaged, expired, double priced and over-
priced items. They inform the owner if 
any are discovered. Businesses are being 
advised that all amendments to prices come 
from Nassau on a weekly and sometimes 
daily basis so they are being encouraged to 
purchase copies of them from the admin-
istrator’s office for $3. The phone contact 
for this office is 367-5072 and the fax num-
ber is 367-5074. The office is open from 
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Murphy Town holds 
crime watch meeting

By Mirella Santillo
Members of the Murphy Town Crime 

Watch Committee, founded in October 
last year on the recommendation of Police 
Supt. Sean Norville Smith, convened on 
the evening of January 18th for the first 
meeting of 2010. The crime watch com-
mittee’s intents are to make the residents 
feel more secure and to insure that Murphy 
Town remains a safe, peaceful settlement. 

The members are planning two walk-
abouts in the settlement and the extended 
areas of Great Cistern and Bahamas Coral 
Island to inform the residents of their in-
tentions and distribute material provided 
by the police.

Sgt. Metelus, the committee president, 
requested booklets from the police, a street 
map of the areas to be covered and statis-
tics related to crime in the areas. 

Supt. Smith proposed to have a fund 
raising event to obtain money to buy badg-
es, signs for the cars, radios, search lights 
and gas. He promised the support of sev-
eral police officers to accompany the crime 
watch committee members in the door- to-
door walks through town.

According to the police, most crimes in 
Murphy Town consist of house and shop 
break-ind. A committee member asked to 
also address the problem of loitering, loud 
music and motorcycles going through town 
at all times of the night, disturbing the peace. 

Housing offi cial upset 
over illegal dumping

By Canishka Alexander
Kevin McIntosh of the Department of 

Housing was upset when he stumbled upon 
an illegal dumping site that has been creat-

Poppy’s Road, the road to the old Sawyer’s Market, was recently resurfaced. It was in 
very bad shope and is used by many as it is the main road to the Mud and Pigeon Pea 
communities. 

Poppy’s Road is paved

Please see Central                      Page 12

FOR RENT
367-0303 or 577-4801

Fax: 367-2354
Crane Truck • Concrete Pump
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2, 3,4 & 5 Bedroom
Beachfront Rentals

Treasure Cay, Abaco, Bahamas
Phone: 242-365-8500  Fax: 242-365-8501

www.BahamaBeachClub.com

Toll Free Reservations:

800-563-0014

18 Hole Golf Course, Tennis, Boat Rentals,
Scuba, Island Tours, Shopping & More!

“Best Beach
in the Caribbean”

Caribbean Travel & Life Magazine

Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 366-0023
Fax: (242) 366-0189

Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 367-5460
Fax: (242) 367-2516

VHF 16
www.seahorseboatrentals.com

Complimentary Pick Up & Delivery

Hope Town • www.captplug.com
Licensed Boat Captain Available for:
• Orientation to the Area
• Rental Boat Handling & Instruction
• Island Hopping & Sightseeing
• Beaching, Picnicking & Shelling
• Snorkeling, Diving or Fishing
• Whatever You May Desire to Do 

By Timothy Roberts
The Hon. Neko Grant, Minister of 

Public Works, took some time to high-
light some past and future infrastructure 
improvements for Abaco. He spoke of 
the $2.2 million runway and lighting proj-
ect at Marsh Harbour International Air-
port which was awarded to Bahamas Hot 
Mix, along with an additional $566,000 
to complete the runway and taxiway light-
ing which is expected to be completed by 
the first quarter of this year. He revealed 
that preliminary designs are in for a new 

terminal at the Marsh Harbour airport that 
he hopes will begin construction before the 
end of this year.

He said that in May 2009 a contract was 
signed with Bahamas Hot Mix for the reha-
bilitation and paving of North Abaco settle-
ment roads and portions of the main high-
way totaling $3,667,040. Government also 
signed contracts with Robert Edgecombe 
for the reconstruction of Cornish Avenue 
worth $81,600 and various contractors 
for the construction of sidewalks in North 
Abaco totaling $330,930 all of which are 
completed or nearing completion.

Mr. Grant revealed that they are reviv-
ing the project for the replacement of the 
Little Abaco causeway with a bridge, and 
are in the process of putting out a request 
for proposals for the design of the bridge 
and approach road.

The Little Abaco causeway was built in 
the 1960s and connected Little Abaco to 
Great Abaco. However, the road effectively 
cut off the migration route for marine life 
to the south side of the islands which have 
shallow waters and vast mangroves ideal for 
spawning marine life. It also cut off access 
for small boat traffic through the channel.

In 2002 a design and proposal was 
submitted for the building of a bridge to 
replace the causeway. However, the de-
sign had several flaws such as insufficient 
opening for tidal flow passage, a span 
that would not accommodate all boats that 
would typically use the passage and an im-

practical design.
He said even though a new port was 

opened in Marsh Harbour in 2003, the 
government recognizes the need for a new 
port with marina facilities as a key element 
in “providing an economic stimulus” for 
North Abaco. The present port is becom-
ing increasingly overcrowded and the new 
port will benefit development “from Trea-
sure Cay to Little Abaco” while helping to 
reduce congestion in Marsh Harbour.

The government, in order to facilitate 
this new port, has identified a site for it and 
has already commissioned an Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment for the area and en-
tered into an agreement with Cox & SHAL 
(a joint venture between George V. Cox 
& Company and SHAL Consulting Engi-
neers of Toronto, Canada, which provides 
specialist technical services in planning, 
project management and design of marine 
structures for ports and marinas) to carry 

Infrastructure Projects for Abaco – Past, Present and Future
out a feasibility study to evaluate the tech-
nical and economic viability of a new port 
in North Abaco.

The government is presently evaluating 
bids that have been tendered for the con-
struction of a new 48,000 square foot gov-
ernment administration building in Marsh 
Harbour which will be funded by the Na-
tional Insurance Board and is expected to 
begin construction in the first quarter of 
this year.

Mr. Grant noted the work that had been 
done on repairing and stabilizing the dune in 
White Sound, Elbow Cay, that was washed 
out by Hurricane Floyd and then further 
damaged by Hurricanes Frances and Jean a 
few years later, congratulating the residents 
and council for their initiatives. He said that 
the previously proposed design for the dune 
by W. F. Baird & Associates for $1.2 mil-
lion that was issued in 2005 is being actively 
considered at this time.

The Minister of Works, the Hon. Neko 
Grant, reviewed the infrasturcture proj-
ects on Abaco.
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www.landandsearealty.com   •   Telephone 242-367-4962 
E-mail: lesliepinder@hotmail.com or leslie@landandsearealty.com

If We Don’t Have It, We Will Find It!

P O Box AB 21027
Marsh Harbour
Abaco, Bahamas
Ph. 242-367-4962
www.landandsearealty.com
E-mail: lesliepinder@hotmail.com
or leslie@landandsearealty.com Leslie Pinder

For all your rental needs 
call Kim Sawyer 367-2655 / 367-3755

PELICAN SHORES - Elevated 
Lot on the Harbour. Great views 
Call for Info EXCLUSIVE

HIGH ROCK - 3 bed / 2 bath home, 
furnished, central air, 2,000 sq. ft.  
EXCLUSIVE $750,000

HIGH ROCK  Beautiful waterfront home 
4 bed / 4 bath on two acres of nicely 
landscaped property, swimming pool, fully 
furnished, boat house and dock, fantastic 
views

ed in the heart of Central Pines Estates Phase 
II. While illegal dumping is not anything new 
to the community, people have seemingly be-
come bolder when disposing of their trash.

Mr. McIntosh said during one of his rou-
tine patrols of the area, he came across the 
disgraceful sight of trash thrown throughout 
the bushes and even on the road. Bags of 
trash, Christmas decorations, food items, a 
stove, water heater and countless household 
items were everywhere. He said it is hard to 
believe how quickly the area was filled with 
trash since the last time he visited it.

He reminded Abaco residents that Central 
Pines Phase II is designated as a residential 
area. Those who are responsible for such ac-
tions need to take their trash to the landfill 
and dump site at Snake Cay or pay someone 

Central                              From Page 10

More Central Abaco News 

to take their trash to the site for them. 
Worried that the piles of trash will only 

serve to devalue the property, he said the 
area will have to be cleaned and restored to 
better conditions.

Presentation is made on 
new business opportunity

By Mirella Santillo
On January 23rd the Church of God of 

Prophecy in Dundas Town rapidly filled to 
capacity, mostly by women who had come 
to a presentation on Ardyss International, 
a work-from-home business opportunity. 
The presenter, Paulette Zonicle, traveled 
from Nassau and was assisted by Anastasia 
Lewis from Freeport.

The presentation was aimed at introduc-
ing a line of products offered by the compa-
ny, an undergarment body-shaping line, a 

skin care line and a nutritional supplement 
line as well as recruiting possible associ-
ates to distribute the products on Abaco.

Mrs. Zo nicle, President of the com-
pany recently introduced in The Bahamas, 
outlined the advantages one could benefit 
from when joining the company. She de-
scribed the various levels one can reach 
not only by selling the products but also by 
enrolling more people to join.

The presentation ended with an invita-
tion to people to join by investing an initial 
sum of $450, an invitation accepted by a 
few persons.

Success Training College 
will begin classes 

By Samantha V. Evans
About four years ago, Success Training 

College began its first Associates Degree 

Treasure Cay Resort
Spinnaker Restaurant & Bar Dinner Menu

Sunday 14th February

Happy Valentine’s Day
Soups

Goddess of Love Seafood Chowder
Cupid’s Carrot Ginger Soup

Salads
Exotic Garden of Love Salad

Dried cranberries with walnuts drizzled with strawberry vinaigrette dressing
Amour poached pear, layered on a bed of fresh spring greens, caressed with sweet mango dressing

Entrees
Blackened Grouper gently kissed with a Fruit Compote

Succulent Spring Rack of Lamb 
touched by Rosemary’s aromatic mint

Tenderly Roasted Peking Duck 
softly embraced with Mandarin Orange flavor

A Match Made in Heaven Surf & Turf 4oz tiger shrimp/ 4oz Beef lovingly entwined

Heaven Sent Sweet Desires
Everlasting Love Tangy Key Lime Pie

Chocolate Obsession Never to be Forgotten
Smooth & Luscious Strawberry/ Vanilla Cheese Cake

Price: $50 Gratuity not included

Delicate Red Roses for the Beautiful Ladies
Sweet Dark Chocolates for the Handsome Gentlemen

Time: 6 pm - 9:30 pm
Reservations required: Telephone 365-8469 or 365-8801

Groceries - All you need & more!
Fruit & Vegetables

Canned Goods
Dairy Products - Frozen Foods

Phone or Fax : 366-2022
Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 6pm l Sat 7:30am-7pm

The Place to be is Cherokee!

Cherokee Food Fair

Program on Abaco and since then they 
have graduated their first group of college 
students. On January 23rd orientation was 
held at Abaco Central High School for re-
turning and new students. Present for this 
event was Mrs. Sharon Rolle, Coordinator 
of the Extended Learning Program who ad-
dressed them. Classes are scheduled to be-
gin on January 30th at Abaco Central High 
School. In spite of the recession, all of 
the students who applied were present and 
ready to take on another very intense se-
mester. The students from the second group 
plan to work hard so that they can gradu-
ate within the next year. After meeting with 
the students in Central Abaco, Mrs. Rolle 
visited north Abaco to speak with the resi-
dents there who are interested in programs 
offered by the college. The college hopes to 
begin classes in that area soon as well.
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By Canishkaander
There was yet another Wilson City pow-

er plant meeting staged on January 20, this 
time with Clint Kemp, president of Abaco 
Cares, at the helm. The location of the 
plant was addressed, but the main focus of 
the meeting was on the type of fuel being 
proposed.

Katie Feeney of the Clean Air Council 
stated frankly that there are better, cleaner 
and more cost-effective energy sources 
than Bunker C that can be used at the plant 
like renewables or diesel. She pointed out 
that no emission controls are being planned 
for the power plant which would assist in 
improving air quality and protect residents 
from harmful emissions. To add weight 
to Feeney’s mention of renewables as an 
alternative source, Graham Siener of the 

Cape Eleuthera Institute said they have 10 
years of experience with the use of renew-
able energy.

During his slide presentation, Siener 
pointed out how the campus buildings were 
constructed to keep the interior cooler even 
through the summer months; the use of so-
lar panels was prominent; and they have 
converted cooking oil into biodiesel for 
their vehicles to use.

Brad Venman, senior vice president and 
toxicologist at NTH consultants, and Jeff 
Jaros, vice president of the Air Quality 
Leader Group at NTH, carried out an anal-
ysis based on information received from 
MAN Diesel, the German company sup-
plying the generators for the Wilson City 
plant, to assess the cost and impact on air 
and water quality in relation to Bunker C. 

Their findings were not favourable.
Perhaps Sam Duncombe of reEarth was 

most disturbed among the experts that eve-
ning. She is disappointed with the govern-
ment for not consulting with the Bahamian 
people about the Wilson City power plant 
from the beginning. She finds it unbeliev-
able that our government was among many 

Community meeting discusses new power plant

A community meeting was held on January 20 to educate the audience on the serious  
polluting that would result from burning bunker C in the new power plant under construc-
tion at Wilson City. The presenters are shown above: Jeff Jaros and Brad Venman of the 
NTH Consultants; Kristin Williams of Friends of the Environment; Katie Feeney of Clean 
Air Council; Sam Duncombe of reEarth; Clint Kemp, President of Abaco CARES; and 
Graham Siener of the Cape Eleuthera Institute.

nations meeting last year on the issue of 
climate change, yet government is not in-
corporating cleaner fuels or considering 
renewable energy for Abaco because of 
the costs associated.

According to Ms. Duncombe, The Ba-
hamas is addicted to fossil fuels.

By Samantha V. Evans
Late in 2009 Leeland Russell was trans-

ferred to Abaco to be the officer in charge 
of the Port Department. Mr. Russell has 
been a police officer for the past 35 years 
and when he left the police force to begin 
this position, he was a superintendent. He 
has had a great career on the police force 
and has worked with a number of persons 
who taught him a lot of great things.   

When Mr. Russell came to Abaco for 
this new posting, he had a lot of plans for 
the port and believes that his background 
in policing will help him a great deal. The 
port is not functioning as it should so he 
will work towards ensuring that it operates 
at its fullest potential. 

The first major repairs will be adding 
adequate lighting to the perimeter, fixing 
the fencing and securing the gates. Secu-
rity at the port after hours will be strength-
ened. He stated that the boats that once 
loaded in the night now have to do so in 
the day so port officials can know what 
is being loaded and leaving the country. 
He has plans to bring the employees up 
to global standards. He stated that this is 

extremely important because it would be 
a security risk if boats leave this port and 
proper security measures have not been 
performed.   

He looks forward to the day that the port 
will be expanded to utilize the area where 
the Ministry of Works once occupied. He 
stated that he is not sure when that will 
happen but when it does, he assumes that 
it will be used for storage. He added that 
they have already outgrown the port as it 
is now. Presently five freight boats com-
ing from Florida use this port weekly, and 
they have to maneuver around each other 
to allow all to off load and receive cargo. 

Mr. Russell is happy with the support 
he has gotten from his staff since he came 
to the island. He believes in communicat-
ing concerns and brainstorming solutions 
with his staff. He welcomes their sugges-
tions and input as well as their solutions. 
He is serious about his assignment and 
plans to execute his mandate effectively 
and efficiently and hopes that he will con-
tinue to have the support of those who uti-
lize the port.

Port Department 
has a new chief
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“A Unisex Salon”
Manicures & Pedicures

Ofra Cosmetics
Matrix, Redkin and Paul Mitchell

Products and Accessories
Elaine Summerville, Manager

Monday - Saturday  •  9am - 5pm
In Memorial Plaza  •  367-3623

Yacht club holds 
Chili Cook-off

By Timothy Roberts
The Royal Marsh Harbour Yacht Club 

(RMHYC) held its annual Chili Cook-off 
at Abaco Beach Resort on January 12 to 
kick off its first monthly social gathering 
of the year.

Rear Commodore Ray Vallerie won 
Best Medium Chili and also took home 
the top honors for his recipe. Other win-
ners were Fred Reed 
for Best Mild Chili, 
Past Commodore Dave 
Bluto for the Best Hot 
Chili and Rear Com-
modore David Bauereis 
for Best Unusual Chili.

Judging the cook-
off, the men with “Iron 
Stomachs,” were Peter 
Sweeting and Andrew 
Sweeting, part owners 
of Abaco Beach Re-
sort, as well as Chris 
Higgs, Dock Master at 
Boat Harbour, and Milt 
Sales, member of RM-
HYC and Head Judge.

The event, usually 
the best attended of 
the RMHYC socials, 
hosted over 70 mem-
bers who enjoyed the 
company of fellow 
yachtsmen while sam-
pling a variety of over 
30 different chili dishes 
and catching up with 
friendships that have 

been made while visiting Abaco.
The RMHYC, with a membership of 

over 1500 from a variety of countries, but 
mainly from the United States and Canada, 
brings a significant number of “cruisers” to 
Abaco year round, but predominantly be-
tween the months of November and March.

The club’s next event, the Commo-
dore’s Ball, is being held on February 19 
and will be followed on March 16 with a 
Western Hoedown. 

Rotary Club of Abaco 
Collects for Haiti

By Mirella Santillo
As soon as the news of the devastating 

earth quake that shook Haiti on January 12th 
became public, local non- profit organiza-
tions such as the Red Cross and the Rotary 
Club immediately mobilized forces to orga-
nize island-wide fund raising campaigns.

The Rotary Club’s Disaster Prepared-
ness Committee, headed by Peter Brad-
ley, held an emergency meeting on Janu-
ary 16th to devise fund raising means and 
discussed how the funds would be used. It 
was decided the club would purchase shel-
ter boxes, 200 of which were already on 
their way to Haiti from a club in London. 
The versatile shelter boxes which cost $800 
each, contain a ten-people tent, sleeping 
mats, thermal blankets, water purification 
tablets, collapsible water carriers, trench-
ing shovel, rope, tools and eating utensils 
and can be used as a water tank, a cot or a 
table when emptied. 

The Rotary members immediately start-
ed bell ringing in front of food stores and 

hardware stores and to target vehicles with 
buckets at the airport round- about and at 
the traffic light with its Highway Robbery 
program. The goal for the week long effort 
was to collect $10,000 which would allow 
the Rotary Club of Abaco to purchase 12 
shelter boxes. The bell ringing was initiated 
on January 18th and the Highway Robbery 
program was conducted on January 22-23.

The fund raising became a community 
effort. Rotarians and non-club members 
stood in front of the Neem Shop and at the 
traffic light. The Interact Clubs also par-
ticipated in the fund raising efforts. The St 
Francis de Sales Interact Club organized a 
bake sale and Forest Heights Interact Club 
also baked sweets and held a raffle. Their 
goal is to collect $800 to buy an additional 
shelter box.

The response was overwhelming with 
people not hesitating to put $50 or even 
$100 in the buckets on several occasions. 
Drivers honked their horns in support and 
some Haitians went out of their way to 
thank the bell ringers.

Two of the competitors of the Chili Cooko-off held by the Royal 
Marsh Harbour Yacht Club are shown here cooking up their 
entries at this annual event. They are Robert Wieczorek and 
Fred Gassman.  

Club News 

Please see Clubs                       Page  15
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Dr. Lewis is Board Certified by the American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine and a Fellow of 
the American Association of Integrative Medicine. Dr. Keith Lewis has been helping patients for 26 
years.  He currently practices in the United States as well as The Bahamas.

Dr. Keith E. Lewis BS, DC, DABAAHP, FAAIM    

Call for Appointment (242)-367-0020
February 10-19  •  AUSKELL Advanced Medical Clinic, Marsh Harbour

Conditions Treated
~chronic pain ~low back pain ~arthritis ~headache ~neck pain 
~high blood pressure ~weight management ~numbness & tingling

~vitamin, herbal & homeopathic treatment ~carpal tunnel syndrome 
~diabetes & neuropathy ~foot, ankle, wrist, knee, elbow pain 

Specialized Treatment Including:
Chiropractic Care • Physical Therapy • Functional Medicine • Nutritional Therapies

Electroceutical Pain Management • Laser Treatment for Pain • Percussor • Activator 
Therapeutic Ultrasound • Exercise

Dr. Keith Lewis

 www.HealthyLifeDoctors.com

Located in Marsh Harbour between 
Standard Hardware and Party Time

Ph: 242-367-3006 or 242-367-3839

Email: wireless@abacoinet.com

Wireless Internet
• Cruise the Abacos ONLINE!
• Connect in most anchorages

• High speed!
• Easy Sign-up

Keep in touch with the world
Use Oll Wireless!

Check out our website for more info
and coverage maps:
www.abacoinet.com

Internet Cafe!
• Use our Computers

• Bring your own Laptop
• Enjoy our coffees and teas

• Munch on snacks
• Book Trade!

Offi ce Hours: Mon - Fri 
9 am - 5 pm

Closed on Weekends and Holidays

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two local club members individually do-
nated money to purchase two boxes and a 
second homeowner couple from Treasure 
Cay, Mr. and Mrs. Gray, made a donation 
for a shelter box. At the January 26th Rota-
ry meeting, it was announced that altogeth-
er, enough money had been collected to buy 
11 boxes. It seems that the goal of raising 
$10,000 was very close to be accomplished 
as more donations keep coming in.

Rainbow Pilot Club Forms 
with new President 

By Samantha V. Evans
Charlamae Fernander has been elected 

as the president of the newly formed Rain-
bow Pilot Club of Abaco. Ms. Fernander 
comes from a family of Pilots and recalls 
attending conventions with her mom. Her 
interest in becoming a Pilot did not develop 
until December 1996 when she became a 
first time member and the president of the 
new club at the same time. In 1998 the club 
was chartered at which time many dignitar-
ies from the Bahamas and Pilot Club Inter-
national attended.   

Under the motto Friendship and Ser-
vice, the club engaged in numerous proj-
ects and raised money to assist families of 
disabled children. They plan to do a flea 

More Club News 

Clubs                                 From Page 14 market and free give-aways in the Mudd 
and Peas in the near future. Soon after the 
Central Club was formed, the Pilot Club of 
South Abaco was formed.  

This new Rainbow Pilot Club is the 
joining of these two clubs and includes new 
members who will be installed on Febru-
ary 12th. This club is made up of persons 
from all sectors: lawyers, civil servants 
and business people. 

A share, or meet and greet, meeting 
was held in December at which time in-
terested persons signed up. Today the club 
has many male members, two of whom are 
a part of the executive team of the club. 
The executives of the new Rainbow Club 
are president elect Paul Pinder, secretary 
Sindy Charles and Treasurer Cecil Simon. 
The first meeting of this new club was held 
on October 21st of last year.  

The Abaco Club plans to initiate a proj-
ect monthly. In fact, each member was 
asked to bring a project that interests them 
to keep the club vibrant. Some of the proj-
ects they have planned for this year include 
a free fair during the month of January, 
continuing meals on wheels, assisting par-
ents of disabled children by giving them a 
free day of pampering, and making a dona-
tion to Every Child Counts.  

The Pilot Club meets monthly on the 
third Thursday of the month. For the first 

hour they handle club business and for the 
last 30 minutes, they learn from the guest 
speaker for the night. They do believe 
in socializing but in learning as they do. 
Ms. Fernander is a stickler for time and 
will ensure that meetings are effective and 
honor the time set. Interested persons are 
welcomed at their monthly meetings.

Garden club members learn 
about bromeliads

By Mirella Santillo
The first meeting of the year of Abaco’s 

branch of the Bahamas Horticultural Soci-
ety was held on January 9th at the home of 
the Society’s President, Shirley Higgs for 
a presentation on bromeliads. The present-
er, Beryl Sheasby from Nassau, brought 
with her a large collection of mature plants 
and “pups” for sale.

Mrs. Sheasby, a member of the Baha-
mas Horticultural Society in Nassau since 
1983, became a bromeliad collector after 
winning a plant at one of the Society’s 
raffles. She gave a brief history on how 
bromeliads, which are almost all native to 

the Americas, became popular starting at 
the time of Colombus, who took the pine-
apple back to Europe upon returning from 
his second voyage.

Mrs. Sheasby went over a few of the 
most collected species describing their 
particularities and outlining the way they 
can be used in decorating or landscaping. 
Her presentation was supported by colored 
photographed. She concluded her presen-
tation with tips on potting, watering and 
fertilizing. 

On another gardening note, it is to be 
mentioned that the winners of the Best 
Kept Yard Competition were presented 
with their prizes at the Christmas Festival 
in Marsh Harbour. The first prize winner, 
Rhonda Hull received a check for $350, 
compliments of the Marsh Harbour Town 
Committee. The second prize for $250, 
donated by Scotia Bank, was awarded to 
Troy Cornea. Michael Johnson, who came 
in third position, received two tickets to 
Fort Lauderdale from Yellow Air Taxi and 
a plant.
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Ph: 367-2222  Fax: 367-2888

Van Stratton
NASSAU UNDERWRITERS COLE ALBURY LTD.

INSURANCE AGENCY

BAHAMAS FIRST
General Insurance Company Limited

Bahamas First General Ins. Co. Ltd.

Monday - Friday  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

P.O. Box AB 20757, Marsh Harbour, Abaco
Offi ce: 242-367-4842 • Fax: 242-367-4841 • Email: info@welldonedrilling.com

• Water Supply Wells •  Specialized Foundation Drilling  
•  Septic Injection Wells  •  Deep Injection Wells

• Storm Drains for Highways & Parking Lots  • Auger Cast Piles
    • Sea Water Reverse Osmosis Systems •  Cast in place Piles 
•  Water Treatment & Storage Solutions •  Piling Installation  

Ron-Paul Cabinets Plus
Deluxe - Semi Orthopedic

Single Mattress & Box Spring $315  •  Double Mattress & Box Spring $365

Supreme Orthopedic
Queen Mattress & Box Spring $470  •  King Mattress & Box Spring $580

Bed Frames   •   Laminate Flooring
Commercial & Residential Carpets

Padding  •  Tack Strip  •  Seaming Tape  •  Carpet Metal
We also bind or edge carpets

Marsh Harbour  •  Ph: 367-0546

School News 

Fox Town School’s
Experimental Programme

By Jennifer Hudson 
The Fox Town Primary School is one 

of five schools in The Bahamas which has 
been selected to participate in an experi-
mental programme sponsored by the Inter-
national Development Bank. Austin Mills, 
Principal of the school, stated, “The idea is 
to work towards schools becoming all in-
clusive so that teachers will be able to deal 
with students with learning difficulties in 
their own school instead of having to send 
them to special schools.” 

At the beginning of the school year two 
specialist teachers from the Special Servic-
es Division of the Ministry of Education 
in Nassau went to the Fox Town school 
to test students in Grades 1 and 2 to as-
certain any students having difficulty with 
learning. Then recently two persons from 
Ministry Headquarters in Nassau came to 

teach staff how to identify and deal with 
such students. The teachers are now work-
ing with students with learning difficulties 
on an individual basis.

“We are  already seeing results,” stated 
Mr. Mills. “A student in grade one who 
was progressing very slowly has made re-
markable improvement since last term.” 

The training of the teachers will be on-
going and the trainers are expected back 
on Abaco soon.

St. Francis donates to 
Haiti Relief Funds 

By Samantha V. Evans
When the massive earthquake rocked 

Haiti a couple of weeks ago, it moved 
many to action. At St. Francis de Sales 
School the teachers and students raised 
funds to donate to the relief fund of the De-
partment of Education so that one donation 
could be given to the Red Cross on behalf 

of the schools. Principal Kumar stated that 
they also held a PE T-shirt and jeans day 
on January 22nd to raise funds to donate 
to the Catholic Arch Diocesan Haiti Relief 
Fund. As usual, the students did their part 
to help the school’s efforts.

The Interact Club is active 
in service projects 

By Samantha V. Evans
The Interact Club at St. Francis de Sales 

is very active and so far this school year 
the 17 members have taken part in many 
service projects. They took part in the 
clean up at the airport road-about and will 
be assisting with paving the holes on the 
road near Every Child Counts. On January 
23rd they held a cake sale at Save-A-Lot 
to raise funds for the relief fund for Haiti. 
Thanks to the support and dedication of 

Rotarians Jo-ann Bradley and George Riv-
iere, the students are ready to live up to the 
Interact goal of being service-minded and 
engaging in positive activities.

Read Bahamas donates 
books to Central Abaco 

Primary School
By Samantha V. Evans

In November 2009 and January 2010 
Read Bahamas donated four boxes of 
books to Central Abaco Primary School. 
This was not the first time the school re-
ceived such a generous donation from 
Nancy McDonald and this organization 
but she has placed this school on her list 
of schools to assist with reading materials. 

Please see School                      Page  17
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Marsh Harbour Contact
Ph: (242) 367-2653
367-0364 • 367-5642 Fax 
Government Dock
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Palm Beach Contact
Ph: (561) 844-5387
M/V Legacy
c/o Palm Beach Steamship
158  B East Port Road
Riviera Beach, FL 33404

Nassau Contact
(242) 393-4371  • 393-3829
394-7529   •   Fax 394-0057
Western End Potter’s Cay Dock
Nassau, New Providence

Serving Marsh Harbour Weekly with
 Freight Service from Nassau and Palm Beach

LEGEND Loading Monday in Palm Beach
Arriving Tuesday in Marsh Harbour

LEGACY Loading Tuesday in Nassau
Arriving Wednesday in Marsh Harbour

Leaving Thursday for Nassau

Both ships serving Green Turtle Cay
Charter freight stops en route on request

Dean’s Shipping Co

Dean’s Shipping offi ce at the Marsh Harbour dock

M/V LEGEND M/V LEGACY

Every Child Counts would like 
to thank everyone who attended 
and contributed to the ECC Fund
Raiser in Treasure Cay on Janu-
ary 16th. It was a spectacular 
and successful night only due 
to the generosity and support of 
those who see the need for alter-
native education on Abaco.

Thank You
from

Every Child Counts

More School News 

School                              From Page 16

She hopes to spread the joy of reading to 
every child in the Bahamas through her do-
nations. The books she has donated appeal 
to all different level readers and included 
poetry, fairy tales, Bible story books and 
series books that students like. 

Since the school’s Reading Challenges 
now require the students to read chap-
ter books, she donated some of those as 
well which have been a great addition to 
the school library. It is expected that with 
these additional books the students will de-
velop a new love for reading and improve 
their reading scores.

Girls Reading Challenge 
is launched 

For the fifth year in a row, the girls 
of grades 4-6 of Central Abaco Primary 

School will have an opportunity to im-
prove their reading and writing skills. The 
month of February is set aside every year 
for them to take part in the Girls Reading 
Challenge. According to the coordina-
tor of the program, Samantha Evans, the 
students look forward to these challenges 
every year. Not only do they get a chance 
to read exciting books and write their book 
reports, but they receive great prizes pur-
chased by her and donated by businesses 
within the community. 

Students are engaged in critical and logi-
cal thinking and improve their comprehen-
sion skills. With the new rules being imple-
mented in September of last year, students 
are now challenged to read chapter books. 
The theme chosen for this challenge is He-
roes Teach Courage. The focus is to get 
students thinking about those persons who 
make a difference and the many ways they 

teach them to be brave and remain strong.

School Health Program 
is underway 

By Samantha V. Evans
The Public Health system has consis-

tently visited government schools annu-
ally as a part of its school health program 
and this January they began school visits. 
Presently, the nurses attend to various 
healthcare needs of the students at Central 
Abaco Primary School and ensure that the 
grade six students receive appropriate vac-
cination for graduation and entry into high 
school. They screen all grade one students 
by giving them eye and hearing exams 
and general physical fitness checkups. As 
a part of this program, they ensure that 
students are in good health for school. If 
their shots are not up to date, they admin-
ister them. Students who are diagnosed as 

being sick are given medication along with 
instructions. The healthcare team will visit 
the school twice weekly or as deemed nec-
essary.

Teacher Assistants 
receive certifi cates

By Canishka Alexander
Adhering to their goal of “excellence 

for each student in each classroom in each 
school,” the Department of Education, Ab-
aco District was pleased to present certifi-
cates on January 5 to 17 young people who 
have decided to enter the teaching profes-
sion. Although the assignment comes as a 
temporary job placement by the govern-
ment, they were encouraged to do their 
best. 

District Superintendent Lenora Black 

Please see School                    Page  18



Page 18     Section B       The Abaconian       February  1,   2010 

Island Shutters
Serving All of Abaco

Call 242-475-3632  -  Treasure Cay
www.abacoshutter.com

Installed by Drexco Enterprises - Drexel Bootle, owner

Shutter Experts - Direct Factory Connection
Abaco Marine Props

Propellers
Reconditioned

& Rehubbed

Phone 367-4276                                       Fax 367-4259
across the street from Abaco Outboards in Marsh Harbour

Brass
Stainless

Aluminum

Sandblasting &
Marine grade welding on 

Stainless and Aluminum

Certifi ed Propeller Repair Technician
The ONLY NNPA Techncian in The Bahamas 

said the program is one of many spearhead-
ed by the government to temporarily assist 
those who are among the unemployed. The 
teacher assistants fall under the guidance of 
the Ministry and are assigned to a number 

School                               From Page 17

More School News 

of primary schools throughout the island 
over the next several months. Mrs. Black 
said that Ruthamae Rolle, principal of 
Moore’s Island All-Age School, executed a 
similar program with two assistants there.

Mrs. Black was delighted to see the in-
terested persons who had come forward as 

teacher assistants when the invitation was 
extended by the government. Based on the 
comments she overheard among the assis-
tants, there is a definitely a deep passion to 
serve God and The Bahamas. 

Three assistants reflected on their train-
ing in the program and on how they could 
utilize the skills and knowledge they had 
acquired. Education officers Leslie Rolle, 
Ruth Smith, Sandy Edwards and Felame-
ase Sawyer all assisted with the training 
program. The training addressed the public 
service and performance expectations and 
understanding the primary school child. 
They learned the effectiveness of training 
in literacy and numeracy, which focuses on 
understanding how children learn. Their 
training on classroom management intro-
duced alternative methods of discipline.

Toward the end of the ceremony, Se-
nior Administrator Cephas Cooper gave 
the charge to the assistants. He advised 
them to go into the classroom with open 
minds and good work ethics. He described 

the opportunity as an investment, which 
approximately 2,500 outstanding young 
Bahamians are currently benefitting from. 
However, he readily admitted that Abaco 
and The Bahamas will be richer because of 
the meaningful contributions being made 
by each teacher assistant.

Although the program comes to an end 
in June, Mr. Cooper told the assistants that 
they would have the satisfaction of know-
ing that they have sown positive seeds into 
the lives of our children.

Agape Christian School 
Wins Grade 5 Spelling Bee 

By Samantha V. Evans
It was a joyous day for Priscilla Bain of 

Agape Christian School as she reigned vic-
torious as the winner of the grade 5 Spell-
ing Bee held on January 15th at St. An-
drews Methodist Church in Dundas Town. 
Twenty-three students participated and at 

A group of 17 teacher assistants received certificates for receiving training to assist in 
schools with a shortage of fully trained teachers. This is a temporary job that will end 
in June. It is hoped that many will decide to get further training in education. Some of 
the students are shown here with staff of the Department of Education who trained them.

Please see School                    Page  20
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

Island of New Providence 
The Acquisition of Land Act (chapter 233) 

Amended Declaration of Intended Acquisition 
Whereas by Notice of Intended Acquisition dated 23rd day 

of September A. D., 2008 and published in the Extraordinary 
Gazette on the 29th day of September A.D., 2008, the Minis-
ter responsible for Acquisition & Disposition of Lands gave 
notice of intention to acquire certain land for Public Purposes 
namely for construction of a harbour, docking facilities, ma-
rina, access roads, hotel accommodation and other facilities 
to promoting the tourist traffi c of The Bahamas and for uses 
related thereto.

And whereas pursuant to Section 42 (a) of the Interpreta-

tion and General Clauses Act where any written law con-
fers power upon any person to make, issue or approve 
any proclamation, order, notice, declaration, instrument, 
notifi cation, licence, permit, register or list, such power 
includes the power to amend such proclamation, order, 
notice, declaration, instrument, notifi cation. Licence, 
permit, register or list.

Now Therefore Take Notice that:
The said Notice of Intended Acquisition is hereby 

amended in the following manner:-
By deleting the Schedule and Survey Plan attached 

Thereto and substituting there for the Schedule and 
Survey Plan attached hereto.
Dated the 6th day of January A.D., 2010

Hubert A. Ingraham
Minister Responsible for The 

Acquisition and Disposition of Lands

Schedule
All that piece or parcel of land containing by admea-
surement forty-four acres and twenty-three hundredths 
of an acre or thereabouts designated Tract A on a plan 
Numbered 2057 Abaco on record in the Department of 
Lands and Surveys and located at Conch Rock Creek 
at the northern end of Abaco one of the Islands in the 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas abutting and bounding 
toward the north partly by sea and partly by the parcel of 
land being a portion of the Crown Grant K-83 to Isaac 
Turner towards the east by land granted to Joseph Saun-
ders B-131 toward the south by S. C. Bootle Highway 
and towards the west by a track road leading from S. 
C. Bootle Highway to the sea or however else the same 
may Abut and Bound which said parcel of land is more 
particularly delineated and shown bordered in pink on 
the plan attached.   (J. 18)



Page 20     Section B       The Abaconian       February  1,   2010 

Monarch Air Group
5535 NW 23 Ave.

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
954.958.0445 

954.958.0447 (fax)

On Demand Aircraft Charter Services
Cost effective small and large cargo aircraft, operated by experienced flight crews

Linked to US Customs via AMS for goods shipped to the U.S.
Call Us Today!

Your Cargo Specialists

ROCK imported & local
SAND  imported & local
8” CONCRETE  BLOCKS

50LBS BAGS ROCK & SAND 
• Delivery from Crown Haven to Sandy Point

Abaco’s cornerstone
to construction

AIR COMPRESSOR AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Visit our modern facility on the 

Murphy Town Water Front beside 
Parker’s Landing

More School News 

the end of the day three students success-
fully took home the top three trophies. 
The second place finisher was Shania 
Roberts of Cyber Learning Center and 
in third place was Destiny Seymour of 
Central Abaco Primary School. Seven 
males were a part of this competition and 
did an excellent job. Mrs. Lenora Black 
commended the parents of Anna Albury, 
the blind student who has taken part in 
the Spelling Bees since grade one. She 
excelled in the competition up to round 
ten. Mrs. Black added that in the absence 
of her Braille teacher who had an acci-
dent in Canada, Anna’s parents stepped 
up and taught her class. All of the par-
ticipants received a certificate.  

School                          From Page 18

First place winner of the Grade 5 Spelling Bee was Priscilla 
Bain, left, of Agape Christian School, Shania Roberts, center, 
of Cyber Learning came in second and Destiny Seymour of 
Central Abaco Primary School came in third. 

By Samantha V. Evans
On January 15th the 43rd An-

nual Catholic Arch Diocesan 
Spelling Bee was held in Nassau 
at which time students from all 
Catholic schools in The Bahamas 
competed. Out of the 43 partici-
pants Yelena Persaud, a grade 
six student from St. Francis de 
Sales School in Marsh Harbour. 
brought the winning trophy home 
to Abaco. As a result of this 
win, she will represent the Arch 
Diocese in the National Spell-
ing Bee Competition slated for 
March 21st in Nassau. She will 

once again participate in the Flor-
ida Knights of Columbus Spelling 
Bee Competition later this year in 
Florida. She won this competition 
out of all of the American students 
last year. St. Francis de Sales is 
extremely proud of her parents 
and coaches who all worked hard 
to prepare her for the competition. 
They are excited that there will 
now be two Abaco students rep-
resented in the National Spelling 
Bee. Jonnajah Bootle, the second 
participant, did exceptionally well 
in the competition placing 9th. 

Yelena Persaud won 
Catholic Spelling Bee
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Minimum for 3 lines in one issue $10
Picture and 4 lines $25
Additional lines at $2 per line
Display classifi ed $18 per column inch
We can take the photo within the Marsh 
Harbour area or use your photo.
Call 242-367-2677 Fax 242-367-3677

Houses and Land - For Rent and For Sale 
Classifi ed Advertisements

  

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

Guana Cay 2 bedroom apt. harbour view, fully 
furnished & equipped. Available weekly or long 
term. Also available weekly. Call 904-982-2762

Hope Town Specialist. A collection of upscale 
homes with pools, private docks, etc., ideal for 
special occasions, reunions, honeymoons.  Hope 
Town Hideaways 242-366-0224 or 
hopetown.com

Long Beach oceanfront, new luxury 5 bed/3 bath, 
ocean views. Fully furnished with A/C, W/D, 
water included. $2950/mo for 1 year lease. Contact
1-770-640-1235 or tmelton@tseogroup.com

Marsh  Harbour Sky Developers 2 bed/ 1 
bath, furnished, wtih A/C, with washer and 
drier, water included. $1100/ mo. Call Mrs. 
Green at 367-2660 

Marsh Harbour, Eastern Shore, vacation 
weekly, 4 bed, 3 bath, water views, private 
dock. www.tidesedgebahamas.com

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY FOR RENT

Marsh Harbour Gov Sub Apt, 2 be d/ 2 bath, 
central A/C, newly renovated, fully furnished.  
Serious inquires call 9-5 367-2951 or 577-5086 
after 5 pm

Marsh Harbour 2 bed, 2½ bath, fully fur-
nished, very spacious, harbour view, near 
restaurants, washer & dryer, A/C. $1000/ mo. 
Call 376-2252/ 367-2431 

Marsh Harbour 2 b/ 2 b fully furnished apt. 
behind Iggy Biggy Boutique. Beautifully ap-
pointed, harbour view. $1650 per month. Call 
242-367-3596 or 561-628-7946

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

Retail/ Office space available for lease at 
Royal Harbour Village. Spacious first floor 
unit and charming second floor space. Avail-
able now. Call 367-3262

Guana Cay, Ocean Ridge Estates. From $110,000 
to $275,000. All lots come with boat slips and 
dockage. Ocean front and interior lots. Shipwreck 
subdivision lots starting at $75,000 lots also come 
with a boat slip. Cottages for rent, short term 
and long term. Cottages for sale from $375,000 
to $750,000. For information call 242-365-5006/ 
242-475-1753, 242-367-4372/ 561-228-1235 or 
brayton7@gmail.com

Lubbers Quarters one acre lot, deeded dock slip. 
For sale by owner. $160K net OBO 
Abacoproperty@gmail.com

 Scotland Cay, four bedroom house for sale 
on the beach. jimnav@msn.com  or call 651-
484-1046

Treasure Cay - Pineapple Point Resort. 
Exclusive Luxury Waterfront 2 & 3 bedroom 
condos & 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath 2600 sq ft town-
houses all with deep water docks & garages!  
Perfect location at the entrance to Treasure 
Cay Marina. Prices starting in the low $500’s 
www.pineapplepointresort.com 242-458-3521 
or 1-800-545-0395 Come see us at the end of 
Marina View Dr. Model open M-F 9-4:30 pm 
or by appointment. 

WPB Condo Furnished 2 bed 1 bath; A/C; 
Internet ready. Ideal for student/s. Security 
on grounds. Bus stop at entry. 15 min from 
PB Community College. Short walk to major 
shopping & restaurants. Price reduced $75,000. 
Call 242-365-4636 days, 242-365-4218 evenings

Concrete triplex for sale. 1 2b/1b and 2 1b/1b. 
All fully furnished, A/C, washer & dryer, 20 
KW standby generator. Asking $310,000 net. 
Contact 359-6574

Cherokee Sound house for sale by owner, 3 bed-
room, 2 bath. For more info call 242-366-2081

Elbow Cay’s Best Houses and Land, rentals 
and sales, Hope Town Hideaways. Call 242-
366-0224 or fax 242-366-0434. On the internet 
at www.hopetown.com 

Galleon Bay Estates, Treasure Cay, water front 
lot with bulkhead. $225,000 Call 843-263-4050

Guana Cay, Sea of Abaco, 1+ acre with eleva-
tion, 400+ ft. waterfront. Brokers welcome. www.
guanawaterfront.com

Treasure Cay charming 2 bed/ 1 bath beach 
cottage for rent. Fully furnished. A/C, washer/
dryer. Reasonably priced. Call 365-4105

Treasure Cay 2 bed/ 2 bath, unfurnished villa 
for rent. Call 365-4105

2 bed/ 1.5 bath cottage, partly furnished, A/C, 
washer, dryer, very secluded with ocean views. 
$1150 monthly & utilities. Contact 367-0124 
or 475-1279

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

For Rent
2 bed 2 bath condo w/ access to pool, beach 
& tennis courts, Marsh Harbour. $2,000 month
3 bed 2.5 bath home w/waterfront & beach 
access, Great Cistern. $1,635 per month.
2 bed 2 bath luxury condo w/ access to 
pool, beach & tennis courts, Marsh Harbour. 
$2,000 month
3 bed 3 bath home w/ beach access & dock 
options, Sunrise Bay. $2,500+/- month
3 bed 2 bath home w/ pool & water views, 
Pelican Shores. $2,795/month
3 bed 2 bath home on waterfront w/ pool, 
Eastern Shores. $3,500 per month
4 bed 4 bath home on waterfront w/ pool, 
Eastern Shores. $4,500 per month.

More long term rentals also available
Please contact Lydia Bodamer

E-Mail Lydia.Bodamer@SothebysRealty.com
Phone: 367-3529 Cell: 577-0016

If you have a home you’d like to lease long 
term or short term, please contact me. 
Management options also available.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY  
FOR SALE

Marsh Harbour property behind 24/7 Shell 
Station 1300+ sq. ft. Call 367-2553 pr 477-
5870

Rich’s Boat 
Rentals

Abaco’s Best Rental Fleet
At the Head of the Harbour

Rental Rates - March, April, May
 Daily 3-day Weekly
21’ Boat $170 $475 $790
26’ Boat $250 $650 $1200

Rental Rate - June, July
 Daily 3-day Weekly
21’ Boat $170 $475 $790
26’ Boat  $250 $700 $1300

Fishing & Snorkeling Gear
Bait, Ice & Guides

Call 367-2742
P.O. Box AB 20419, Marsh Harbour

Church
Listing

Eastern Abaco Region of

The Methodist Church

St. James 
Methodist
Hope Town

Sunday Services 
9:30 & 11

Mission House 
366-0400

Epworth Chapel
Cherokee Sound
Sunday Services 
11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Mission House

 366-2249

St. Andrews 
Methodist 

Dundas Town
Sunday Services 
11 a.m & 7 p.m.
Offi ce 367-3050
Manse 367-4647

All are welcome to worship with us

North Abaco News 

S.C. Bootle High recog-
nized high achievers

Recently, honour roll students were ac-
knowledged at S.C. Bootle High School 
for their high academic marks. Many of 
the students are committed to excelling in 
their work and have walked this road to 
success many times before. According to 
Principal Huel Moss, these students are 
raising the bar and setting new standards 
at the school.

Making the honour roll this semester 
are Ashvonn Russell, Lennise Merlien, 

Dearsharay Brown, Chelsea Ramotar, 
Keeon Daziel, Tamia Wells, Johnalee 
McIntosh, Kirsten Moss, Kenelle Woods, 
Toni Knowles, Brianna Sawyer, Leann 
Russell, Jasmine Taylor, Brittany Clarke, 
Terranise Taylor, Sherrie Romer, Rose-
mika Charles, Andquone Burrows, Ashley 
Murray, John Henderson, Hope Ramotar, 
Terry Hillairre, Kyvonne Lopez, Darian 
Lightbourne, Charo Williams, Anya Mills, 
Fredricka McIntosh, Timmesha Russell, 

and Shavantae Pedican.
Most outstanding was Kyvonne Lopez, 

an 11th grade student who earned a 3.74 
grade point average. It was recorded as the 
highest GPA for the school last term.

Because of the students’ noteworthy ac-
complishment, some pastors from North 
Abaco sought to honour the students. As a 
result, Pastor Ronald McIntosh treated all 
of the honour roll students to a luncheon.

Marsh Harbour, Pelican Shore, 3/2 
rental w/ water views, pool, kids & dogs 
OD, non-smoker. Annual lease $2495/ mo 
net. Call 561-248-1097 

Rental in 
Central Abaco
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Business Service Directory
Big Cat Equipment
Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel: 242-367-2655 •  Fax: 242-367-2464
Cell: 242-577-5322 • 242-359-6839

Abaco Island Pharmacy
Prescriptions • Testing 

Beauty Supplies • Vitamins
Ricardo Miller, Pharmacist

Hours 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sundays 9 am - 12 Noon

Ph. 367-2544  
Cell 554-8183

Dove Plaza, Marsh Harb.
Fax 367-6544

islanpharmacy@yahoo.com
www.abacoislandpharmacy.com

Abaco A & D Trucking
Call us

Timothy
or Adele

McDonald
Phone 577-0184  •  577-0220
P.O. Box AB 20432, Marsh Harbour, Abaco

  Mike Cornish 
24 Hour Mobile Tire

Servicing the entire Abaco
With dependable service

Office Location: Forest Drive
Cell Phone: 458-0692

More North Abaco  News 

Pastor Roland McIntosh and his team gave the students of S.C. Bootle High School 
words of encouragement. He promised a $500 prize for the student who achieved a 
GPA of 3.90 or higher during the next term. This picture shows the honour students 
being treated to lunch by the pastor.

Honour students are treated to lunch

By Canishka Alexander
Those who know Lovely Reckley know 

that she has a passion for God and a cre-
ative knack for making beautiful handmade 
crafts. As of January 11, she is now shar-
ing her creativity and knowledge with staff 
and students enrolled in a shell craft pro-
gram at S.C. Bootle High School.

Mrs. Reckley has an aptitude for fash-
ioning remarkable crafts out of shells, 
coconut, straw, beads and crystal. She re-
fers to the beads and crystals as her mas-
terpiece. She even incorporates the use of 
needle and thread in a technique called 
machine embroidery that she learned while 
in China. As a member of the All Abaco 
Handicraft Association, she is commit-
ted to her work. Ever evolving, when she 
completes one craft, she quickly moves on 
to create something even more stunning 
and breathtaking.

Mrs. Reckley has invested time, money 
and effort on enhancing her abilities and 
enriching her knowledge of the exquisite 
work of handicraft. She is intent on en-
couraging the youth to develop the handi-
craft market, particularly in the area of 
shell craft.

In an effort to broaden the scope of the 

shell craft and take it to another level, Mrs. 
Reckley instructed teachers and students to 
bring their own sense of creativity to the 
classroom. The shell craft classes take 
place every Monday. There are approxi-

mately eight teachers and 12 students en-
rolled in the class.

According to Principal Huel Moss, ev-
eryone arrived for class on time, enthusi-
astic and ready with their glue guns and 
shells in hand. “The first class was basi-
cally orientation for the enrollees. Mrs. 

Reckley handed out booklets just to inspire 
them and to get their creative juices flow-
ing for the work ahead,” Mr. Moss said. 
“This initiative taken by Mrs. Reckley is 
a promising prospective for upcoming Ba-
hamian artisans, and it is my hope that the 
students take it and run with it.”

Lovely Reckley teaches shell craft course

Lovely Reckley is teaching a class in shelll craft in Cooper’s Town to students and teach-
ers of S.C. Bootle High School. She is shown here demonstrating a gluing technique.
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By Navardo Saunders
Following the devastating earthquake 

in Haiti, hundreds of Bahamians includ-
ing many here on Abaco have come to the 
aid of the Haitian people, donating food, 
clothes, money, water and so much more. 
That is commendable.

But there are far too many who are in 
a position to give who haven’t. Many of 
them are upset that Prime Minister Hu-
bert Ingraham has ordered the release of 
about 120 Haitians from the detention cen-
ter in New Providence and has given them 
temporary status for the next six months. 
Many Bahamians took to the airwaves and 
sharply criticized Mr. Ingraham’s deci-
sion, some spewing hate toward Haitians 
in the process.

Their comments prompted this response 
from the nation’s chief, “In this Christian 
society of ours where most households 
have televisions, everyone should be able 
to see what is happening in Haiti. I can’t 

imagine hypocrites going to church on 
Sunday morning and then saying on the ra-
dio, in the newspapers and in their hearts 
that we are to detain and keep these people 
and send them back to Haiti.”

It got me thinking about the fact that the 
southern Bahamas was under a tsunami 
watch the same day as the earthquake in 
Haiti. What if we had suffered a similar 
fate? And some other country in a posi-
tion to help like America decided not to 
allow Bahamians on vacation or who are 
detained in the U.S for entering illegally 
or overstaying their time to remain there 
while the country recovers. That would 
be cruel and inhuman. The international 
community would come down hard on the 
United States, which like The Bahamas, 
boasts of maintaining an admirable record 
on human rights.

What if the earthquake had devastated 
America, our close ally and friend, and 
Mr. Ingraham had given temporary status 

to Americans at the detention center while 
their country put the pieces back together 
again. Would people have taken to the 
airwaves and sharply criticized the Prime 
Minister’s decision. The truth of the mat-
ter is no. And there are reasons for that.

Bahamians know that Americans aren’t 
interested in staying in The Bahamas, so 
they wouldn’t be a burden on the health-
care system, and they won’t be in competi-
tion for jobs. In short, it won’t seem like 
they come to “take over” the way many 
Bahamians feel like Hatians do.

But Bahamians must understand this is 
an extraordinary situation. And the Prime 
Minister has done the right thing. He did 
what Jesus would do, according to the 
Bible.

How can we call ourselves a Christian 
nation when we don’t follow Christian 
principles.

How can we call ourselves a Christian 
nation when there is no love.
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BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
 FOR SALE 

Classifi ed Advertisements
Items for Sale, Commercial Service, Cars & Boats

24’ Bayliner Ciera Express, 1998, Mercruiser 
gas 260 HP, 310 hrs, new oil pan, new bat-
teries, renovated trailer, good shape, ready to 
go. Located in Leisure Lee. Asking $12,000. 
Call Jason at 367-2703 or e-mail alaijacek@
netscape.net
 

 

26’ Mako w/ twin 130 HP Johnsons. Asking 
$12,000. Call 366-0065
 

 

26’ Stamas, Tough, seaworthy, 4—5 GPH @ 
16 to 20 kts, 230 HP Yanmar Diesel/637 hrs., 
lrg V-berth, dinette, private electric head, 90 gal 
fuel, 20 gal fresh water. Garmin GPS & depth/
fishfinder, stereo, 2 bilge pumps, new 4 D bat-
tery, new bronze thru-hull fittings, full cockpit 
Bimini top. Duty paid. $33,000 367-2584 or 
357-6504 

26’ Custom Fiberglass Commercial Fishing 
Boat by Florida Marine, twin 200 HP Yamahas, 
220 gal gas, 25 gal water, 85 gal circulating 
well, hydraulic steering, VHF, depth finder & 
GPS, stereo, T-top, rocket launcher, raised bow 
platform, all cushions, extensive dry storage, 
rod holders. DUTY PAID. A deal at 26K. Call 
242-366-0122 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNTIES

Dock space up to 60’ in Treasure Cay, water & 
electric included. Well protected, great location. 
Call 904-349-8740

RIB Novurania 12 ft w/40HP Honda. $6,000. 
242-367-5032

JetSkis, 3 Yamaha 4 stroke FX HO Cruisers 
2004, 2005, 2007 models for $5K,$7K,$9K. 
Low hours, well maintained. 242-367-5032

 

19’ Boat Trailer, lights. Can be seen at Abaco 
Outboard. $1700. Call Jacques at 365-6114

15’ Zodiac, 99, hard shell, center console. 
Yamaha 25 hp with triler. $6500. Cotact 366-
2803

19’ Run About 07, 90 HP Merc w/ fishfinder. 
Asking $7500. Call 525-1105 or VHF 68 Corky

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

VEHICLES FOR SALE

Gorgeous wood floor 300 sq. ft. maple wood, 
4¾” wide, tobacco color, cork & adhesive. 
$1500. In Treasure Cay. Call 904-349-8740  

Maytag Microwave model mmv4205, black. 
1150 watts $200. Frigidaire Freezer model 
LFFCO924DWI $300. GE Gas Clothes Dry-
er DBXR463GDICC $400. Eureka Vac, The 
Boss Smart Vac, $150

Mortar Mixer, Whitman WM90P, 9 cu ft, 
9HP Honda $2,000. 242-367-5032

Complete set of scuba dive equipment, used 3 
times. Excellent condition. Call 365-6433

New electric start 6 KW diesel generator. Call 
367-2446

BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
 FOR SALE 

20’ Key West CC2020 Yamaha 200 HPDI, 
FAST! Low hrs, SS prop. GPS, covers, trailer, 
DUTY PAID. $16,000 US You will enjoy this 
boat! 904-471-6450 or joel_01773@yahoo.com

20’ full keel sailboat “Daisy” Pacific Seacraft 
Flicka, 2005 1GM10 diesel, 2008 9’ inflatable, 
sm engine. Lots of extras. Man-O-War harbour. 
DUTY PAID $30,000 828-693-7656  
nancysbell@hotmail.com 

20’ Albury Brothers w/ 2001 150 HP Mercury 
OptiMax outboard, S/S prop, T-top, large con-
sole, 60 gal gas, VHF, all safety equip, lights, 
fresh bottom paint, engine service. All in good 
condition. $29,995 OBO. Call 366-0038

23’ SeaCraft CC, 225 HP Evinrude, rocket 
launcher, GPS/fishfinder, outriggers, fiberglass 
T-Top w/ radio box, VHF.  Dual Alum Trailer, 
1 owner, excellent condition. DUTY PAID. 
Make offer. dmh@gojade.org or 954-727-5377

23’ Parker SE, 2001, 200 HP Yamaha HPDI, 
trims, outriggers, VHF, GPS, Chartplotter. 
$23,000. Call 266-3149  Classic Sports Car, 89 Honda SI, five speed, 

racing wheels, new batt, new ties, clean inside, 
needs new paint. $2500 firm. Call 365-4161

95 Chevy Lumina, needs work, good for 
parts. $500. Call 475-5500

Positions Available
The Abaco Beach Resort at Boat 

Harbour, Marsh Harbour Abaco, is 
seeking qualified applicants for the fol-
lowing positions: 

  Food & Beverage Servers-On Call
  Bartenders
  Busboys
  Gardener
  Bellman
  Front Desk Clerk
  CSM/Wedding Coordinator
  Store Room Clerk- On Call
  Electrician with 3-phase license
  Engineer
  Activities Supervisor
All interested persons are asked to 

submit their resume to: Info@abacobe-
achresort.com or fax to 242-367-1974. 
Only qualified individuals need apply.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

 

2005 Toyota Sequoia SR 5 w/ limited Edition 
upgrades, towing package, JBL 5 disc chang-
er/ speaker system, BBS rims, silver/gray, 
very low miles (43,000). Asking $30,000. 
Contact 242-367-2753 or 242-375-8041

Reporter’s Notebook . . . Where is the love Three men charged 
with theft of shotguns

By Canishka Alexander
On January 6 three men were charged with 

shop breaking and stealing in the theft of eight 
shotguns from the Bahamas Customs De-
partment’s storage room at the Treasure Cay 
airport on January 3. The men were Hindle 
Alce, Michael Forbes and Wesley Renel – all 
residents of the Haitian community known as 
The Farm. 

According to Prosecutor Perkins Collie, the 
three men entered the Treasure Cay Interna-
tional Airport on January 3 with the intent to 
commit a felony. During their investigation 
six of the eight shotguns were recovered. Each 
shotgun was valued at $500.

Alce pleaded guilty to all charges. Collie 
noted that Alce did not have any prior convic-
tions, but Renel and Forbes both had a matter 
pending at the Magistrate’s Court in Cooper’s 
Town.   

Renel and Forbes were refused bail and 
were remanded to Fox Hill until March. Mag-
istrate Crawford McGee sentenced Alce to 
four years at Her Majesty’s prison.
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