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Economy is improving according to Outlook 

By Julian Lockhart
Despite the poor economy the 6th An-

nual Abaco Business Outlook was once 
again a success as over a hundred Abaco-
nians showed up for a day-long seminar 
discussing the renewed optimism for the 
future economic progress for Abaco and 
The Bahamas.

A number of speakers from Abaco and 
New Providence spoke about embracing 
new opportunities, the change in tourism’s 
focus on Abaco and the numerous ways of 
becoming a creative and productive farmer 
on Abaco.

Ten different speakers enlightened the 
group at New Vision Ministries on Septem-
ber 23rd. The keynote speaker was Sena-
tor the Hon. Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace, 
Minister of Tourism, who definitely left 
people impressed after he announced that 
Abaco was being marketed by Tourism as 
its own island from now on and the fore-
cast for a much better economy next year.

 Joan Albury, president of The Counsel-
lors who organized the seminar, said, “I 
thought it went extremely well and what I 
really enjoyed is that we were able to talk 
about all the major economic sectors on Ab-
aco. I learnt so much even in the afternoon 
session about agriculture and fisheries.

“To hear the Minister talk about oppor-

Business outlook viewed economy from many angles

The sixth annual Abaco Business Outlook brought many speakers to enlighten Abaconians about the economy now and in the future. 
It considered tourism in depth as well as many other aspects of life here. The speakers’ conclusions were that Abaco is going to do 
well given some time. Shown here are some of the speakers. Keynote speaker was Senator, the Hon. Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace, 
Minister of Tourism, left, who declared that Abaco would be marketed as a separate entitiy. Others in the front row are Wysome 
Ferguson, Acting Manager of Abaco’s Tourism office, Isaac Collie, economist who felt that The Bahamas’ recovery will lag behind 
the U.S. recovery, and Chester Cooper of British American Financial who encouraged Abaconians to look for opportunties.  Please see Outlook                     Page  2

Education seminar 
discussed swine fl u policies

Mrs. Lenora Black, Abaco’s Education Superintendent, hosted school administrators 
on the Ministry’s policies about swine flu or H1N1. The Ministry has implemented a 
PPRR program, Prevention, Preparedness, Response and Recovery. 

By Jennifer Hudson 
School administrators of the Abaco 

District attended a meeting at the Depart-
ment of Education office on September 23 
aimed at preparing them in the eventuality 
of a second wave of the influenza H1N1 

virus. The comprehensive agenda was de-
signed to provide educators with not only 
the characteristics of the virus but also 
plans, strategies and technical support on 

Please see Flu                                 Page  6

Volleyball season opens

Volleyball season officially opened on October 2 with games played on October 2 and 
3 at Grace Gym at the Agape Christian School in Marsh Harbour. Shown is a game 
between the BTC team in dark blue and orange uniforms and Abaco Central High 
School in aqua and black shirts. Standing at the far end of the net is Insp. Edric Poiti-
er, who is referreeing. Don Cornish, President of the Bahamas Volleyball Federation, 
was in attendance for the opening ceremony and challenged the players to work hard  
and improve their skills. Two games were played on October 2 followed by two more 
games on October 3. See story on page 20.
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tunities, Chester Cooper talk about entre-
preneurship, it really was a full day and 
I hope everybody went away with some-
thing. The turnout showed people are in-
terested, the numbers were good, people 
stayed the day and I think they got value 
for the money. We will be bigger and bet-
ter next year,” she added. Ms. Albury said 
that very recent statistical data has given 
them hope to believe that the United States 
economy has begun to turn the corner for a 
much brighter future.

E. Isaac Collie, local economist and 
lawyer as well as President and CEO of 
British American Financial seconded this 
assessment but said the trickle-down effect 
will not be felt in The Bahamas for at least 
another year. It will be another three years 

Outlook                              From Page 1

Business Outlook shows Abaco has good future
before Bahamians start to enjoy the same 
comforts of the past.

In the meantime Rev. Lennie Etienne 
said more individuals should start looking 
at farming as a means of making a living 
on Abaco because of the amount of Crown 
land available for farming and that it can 
be a productive business solution.

Also speaking was Dr. Pearl McMillan, 
Director of Public Health, Kevin Basden, 
General Manager of the Bahamas Electri-
cal Corporation, Eric Carey, Executive 
Director of the Bahamas National Trust, 
Michael Braynen, Director of Marine Re-
sources, Algernon Cargill, Director of the 
National Insurance Board and local Ann 
Albury about the history of Abaco.

Local banker Brian Thompson said, 
“The presentation was very good this year. 
The speakers were very timely and I learnt 

a lot of optimism for the economy of Aba-
co. “I think that is the biggest thing we will 
need to understand is that, although the 
U.S. economy seems to show that the re-
cession is over, it won’t be over for a little 

while longer, and we have to find alterna-
tives to support ourselves. It is a long time 
in coming that Abaco will be marketed as 
its own product and I think it will do great 
for Abaco,” he concluded.

The Hon. Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace, Minister of Tourism, right, is speaking with Cha 
Boyce, Monica Higgs and Isaac Collie after he had given the keynote address at the 
Abaco Business Outlook. The seminar was held at New Vision Ministries in Marsh Har-
bour on September 23.

Speaking about the economy and where 
business owners and future entrepreneurs 
should look into the future was Chester 
Cooper, the president and CEO of British 
American Financial. He said that you can-
not spend your way out of a depression; 
you have to think your way out. It is time 
for Abaconians to look at different invest-
ment opportunities as well as look into al-
ternative ways of making a living and seize 
the opportunities that are before you.

He added that business owners and po-
tential entrepreneurs must put themselves 
in position to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities that will come when the economy 
starts its upswing and must look for invest-
ment opportunities that are recession free.

Mr. Cooper said, “I have learnt through 
personal experiences that to be successful 

in entrepreneurship, you simply have to be 
a little crazy. Economists generally agree 
that the recession is ending, which means 
the car is not moving backwards as fast as 
it was. It is slowing and eventually it will 
move forward.

“Our children and grandchildren are 
looking to us to make the economy sus-
tainable so they can enjoy the same kind 
of lifestyle we have been able to enjoy. 
Government has to ease the burden on en-
trepreneurs and the way they have to do 
business in The Bahamas. We must con-
tinue to embrace the opportunities that are 
available and we must develop a vision and 
plan as business people. I ask you to look 
at the economy today as something that 
is different and not broken, ”Mr. Cooper 
concluded.

Entrepreneurs need vision
 to see opportunities
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By Julian Lockhart
The Bahamas’ number one industry is 

tourism and with the world’s recession 
The Bahamas and Abaco saw its economy 
plummet because of the disastrous finan-
cial market worldwide.

Minister of Tourism, the Hon. Vincent 
Vanderpool-Wallace, said it is an inescap-
able fact that what has been happening 
around the world has been affecting The 
Bahamas immensely, but that The Baha-
mas is heading on a slow path to recovery 
because of what is happening around the 
world.

The Minister was the keynote speaker 
at the 6th Annual Abaco Business Outlook 
held by the Counselors at New Vision 
Ministries on September 23rd.

The Minister said, “We tried to explain 
to many people that tourism is an export. 
But because tourists come into the country, 
it is one of these most difficult concepts 
for people to grasp. What we are inviting 
people to do, who have the means to go 
elsewhere, is to come into our country for 
a variety of reasons.

“We have done a lousy job in the Min-
istry of Tourism of doing something that 
I think everybody should begin to under-
stand. Tourism has very little to do with 
only sun, sand and sea, and it has every-
thing to do with people traveling to your 
country for whatever reason. If we happen 
to have the most distinguished lawyers in 
the world and people come here because 
they need their services that is part of tour-
ism, too. So this idea that we are in the 
business of attracting people to come for 
the environment is not what it is all about; 
it is a great deal more than that,” he added.

There has been a decline of eight per-
cent in international travel, and arrivals are 

down worldwide. Every major destination 
around the world has seen its numbers drop 
and the Minister said the business of tour-
ism is one of the most competitive since 
any country in the world can be involved.

“The reason that tourism is so very im-
portant to the Bahamas is something that is 
very easy to explain. The easiest way for 
us to understand tourism is to think of it in 
the following terms.

“In a good year of tourism on any giv-
en day there is something in the order of 
30,000 visitors, and it is a wonderful num-
ber and that is approximately 10 percent of 
the total population of the Bahamas. We 
increase our total population by about 10 
percent. But the spending of that 10 per-
cent on a daily basis is higher than the 
spending of any similar 10 percent in our 
existing economy. All it is, is making sure 
we invite people who have a high amount 
of disposable income to come into our 
economy and contribute to the economic 
fortunes of our country.

That 10 percent of people contribute 
more than 20 percent of the government 
taxes that come into the country. So when 
there is a fall-off in tourism, there will be 
a fall-off in government spending ability.

At the end of July stopover visitors in 
The Bahamas was down by 13.7 percent 
and at the end of July cruise ship passen-
gers business in The Bahamas was up by 
13.8 percent and overall business in the 
Bahamas was up by four percent.

The reason the cruise ship passengers 
are up is because individuals are looking at 
the best way to get the bang for their buck. 
They still come to The Bahamas because 
this is where they want to go.

Sixty percent of all cruise ship passen-
gers coming to The Bahamas make The 

Bahamas their only stop, and they are buy-
ing The Bahamas. They choose to buy The 
Bahamas through a low cost, high quality 
cruise ship.

Abaco has seen its stopover visitors drop 
some 27 percent with only Grand Bahama 
worse with 27.5 percent. Nassau/Paradise 
Island has seen a drop of only 8.8 percent.

From 1977 to 2007 there has been a 
steady upward climb in visitors. The up-
ward climb produced an improvement in 
the quality and the spending of the visitors. 
We are the only destination in the entire 
Caribbean that had a triple increase in 
numbers, in quality and in spending.

Mr. Vanderpool-Wallace said, “I want 
everybody to understand that the most 

important part of our tourism business is 
stopover visitors. There is no question that 
the impact on our economy by that 13.7 
percent decline is substantial and we feel 
it. Even though the stopover visitors that 
come today have declined, their spending 
has declined even more and that happens 
everywhere. Abaco has a very high repeat 
rate because of homeowners. The beauty 
of homeowners is they are your very best 
sales people. When I put my money in the 
ground, I reinforce my decision by telling 
everybody what a good choice I made. It 
is very important for people to recommend 
the destination,” he concluded.

Tourism’s future is looking bright

bahamian cuisine
on Hope Town’s waterfront

Bar Opens Daily 10 a.m.
Closed on Tuesdays

Happy Hour 5 - 6 p.m.

Lunch & Dinner Daily
Lunch 11:30 am - 3 pm   •    Dinner 6 - 9 pm

Appetizers 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m
Call 366-0087 • 366-0292 • VHF Ch 16

ICE
RENTAL     BIKES
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Flu                                           From Page 1

Schools prepare for potential fl u outbreak
how to act should the situation arise.  

Superintendent of Education for the 
Abaco District, Lenora Black, warned, 
“This is believed to be an imminent chal-
lenge to schools not only in The Bahamas 
but throughout the world. Teachers deal 
with the most vulnerable group of people, 
infants, toddlers and young children, so we 
must take steps to guard against massive 
infection. We do not want to cause panic 
amongst students and parents but want to 
heighten awareness and we will take steps 
to protect all.” 

An overview of the influenza H1N1 
virus was presented by Education Officer 
Sandy Edwards, who warned that an influ-
enza epidemic here could shut down our 
economy overnight. She stressed the fact 
that the virus can remain active on a multi-

tude of surfaces, door knobs being one, for 
two to eight hours after being deposited on 
that surface. 

The administrators were told that they 
must inform their teachers to put great em-
phasis on the proper washing of hands to 
avoid spread of the virus and stated that 
children should be instructed to sing the 
Happy Birthday song TWICE in order to 
wash hands thoroughly. Proper hand wash-
ing is the most important thing in prevent-
ing someone from getting the flu. The vi-
rus can be spread from person to person 
by sneezing or touching. “It is also critical 
that in the case of young people that some-
one take them to the restroom to make sure 
that they wash their hands,” 

Mrs. Edwards advised that the towels 
which students like to carry around to wipe 
their faces will be banned from all cam-
puses. “Although influenza shots should 
be available here in October, not every-

one will be eligible for the shot because 
of medical conditions, but screening will 
show who is eligible,” she added. Par-
ents are asked to keep their sick children 
at home even for an extra 24 hours after 
signs of infection are gone. 

Mrs. Black presented an outline of the 
PPRR plan -- Prevention, Preparedness, 
Response and Recovery -- which will be 
in place in every school, stating that the 
administrators will present this informa-
tion not only to all of their teaching staff 
but also to janitresses who will be critically 
important in all of this. 

Topics covered in the plan and which 
Mrs. Black addressed in detail were Man-
agement, Human Resources, Financial, 
Physical Plant, Communications and Sup-
plies. Each administrator was given a 
large amount of material to take back to 
the school covering all the details of the 
PPRR plan plus additional information and 
material to be incorporated into lessons for 
the students concerning the virus and its 
prevention.  

The roles and responsibilities of all 
school personnel were outlined. These per-
sons include guidance counselors, school 

librarians, janitorial and clerical staff, 
security, lunch vendors, tuck shop opera-
tors and bus drivers. The involvement of 
parents, churches, business establishments 
and the community was also addressed as 
Mrs. Black stated, “This is something that 
will affect the whole community.”  

Mr. Leslie Rolle, Curriculum Officer 
for Secondary Schools, stressed the awe-
some responsibility of  safeguarding the 
country from a pandemic. He will be mak-
ing sure that adequate sanitary supplies 
will be kept in stock and will be distributed 
to all schools, and he instructed teachers 
to warn their janitorial staff to order new 
supplies when they are running low instead 
of waiting until they run out. Janitresses 
must be on the job all day wiping surfaces 
and mopping floors. All surfaces will be 
wiped and sanitized several times a day 
with Clorox, one part bleach to 10 parts 
water. Schools will also be supplied with 
liquid hand soap for the children.  

This proactive approach seeks to bring 
educators and the community together 
without instilling panic and fear in an ef-
fort to take action before a second wave of 
the virus surfaces.

School administrators learn about the H1N1 flu virus and the plans that the Ministry of 
Education has in the event of a serious outbreak of the flu in The Bahamas. The seminar 
was held on September 23.     

Auto Care Corner
Abaco Shopping Centre

Don MacKay Blvd., Marsh Harbour
e-mail autocarecorner@gmail.com

Ph. 367-0400

Unforgettable celebrations inside our doorstep, adventure outside our doorstep - a stress-free atmosphere 

and access to unforgettable activities. We’ll refresh your body, soothe your mind and feed your soul. 

We can’t wait to have you drop by.  

Elbow Cay | Abaco | Bahamas
1.800.468.8799 | 242.366.0133 | AbacoInn.com

Prime Rib Every Friday Night
Sunday Breakfast Buffet & Omelette Station
Tuesday is Locals’ Night . DJ Music
Happy Hour Daily 5-6pm

T A N  Y O U R  T O E S  I N  T H E  A B A C O S

Relax. Rejuvenate.
Enjoy the view.

 Happy Hour Daily
 2 for 1 Happy Hour on Sundays and Wednesdays
 Prime Rib on select Friday nights -  call us
 Breakfast Buffet & Omelette Station on select Sundays  
 Call us for details
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The Editor Says . . . Changes in rental home status

Letters to the Editor
Abaco is not broken, so 
why is our government 

trying to fi x it?
Dear Editor,

I’d like to quote the Honorable Prime 
Minister Ingraham  when he addressed 
the Abaco Chamber of Commerce in May 
2008. “This island has become a major 
tourism destination in The Bahamas and 
one of the most popular destinations for 
yachtsmen the world over. You are the 
third most populous island and the third 
largest economy in The Bahamas. . . The 
strength of your economy is transforming 
you into an economic and employment 

centre. And so, just as Abaconians in ear-
lier years sought economic opportunity on 
other islands of The Bahamas, today Ba-
hamians from other islands are moving to 
Abaco.”

So, I ask, WHY would we destroy the 
very reasons Abaco is so popular as a tour-
ist destination?  Abaconians and visitors 
alike love Abaco for the pristine beaches, 
the crystal clear water, the abundant sea 
life, the friendly people and Bahamian cul-
ture. Abaco has it ALL. We must save it 
now!

I’d like to share a personal story.  More 
than 20 years ago while working at the 
Abaco Inn on Elbow Cay, I met a visiting 
couple and their three-year-old son. The 
family settled in, rented a boat, packed a 
picnic and were off for the day. They came 
back to the Inn that evening with wonder-
ful stories of the little boy running naked 
on a deserted beach, yelling “I love The 
Bahamas.” Over the past 20 years this 
family continues to return to Abaco. The 
father discovered bonefishing; the family 
loved snorkeling and all the sea life on the 
reefs. Years passed. They rented houses 
and brought their family members and 
friends. Today, my phone rings each year 
saying, “We’re back.” They still marvel at 
the reefs around Abaco and still find flats 
with schools of bonefish. They continue to 
bring friends, who now bring their friends. 
They look forward to bringing their grand-
child who can run naked on a deserted 
beach yelling, “I love The Bahamas.”

Abaco is a destination in itself. Let’s 

not be defined by a mega development in 
South Abaco, or a “soon to be failed” de-
velopment on Lynyard Cay or any other 
such large developments on the slate that 
the people of Abaco have not yet been 
informed. Let’s not chase Abaco’s tour-
ists away by building a toxic power plant 
in the very area where you can still find 
deserted beaches, amazing reefs, pristine 
bone fish flats and blue holes, not to men-
tion an extremely fragile mangrove and 
creek system.

We need to stay remote, but not back-
wards. We need to find a balance. We 
need to promote “Abaco” to the tourist 
that wants an experience with “nature as 
God intended,” but also wants the com-
forts of quality accommodations, good 
food and friendly people. We can give that 
to our visitors and at the same time create 
jobs for the people of Abaco. Who better 
to provide these services than us - Proud 
Abaconians.

Yes, we need development. Yes, we 
can do with more upscale facilities. But 
smaller can be better. We can do with 
more restaurants, both gourmet as well 
as Bahamian style. We can do with more 
tour guides and “eco tourism” activities. 
There are people on Abaco who can fill 
these needs and create jobs and businesses 
of their own so they can share in the tour-
ist dollars that come to Abaco.

We, the people of Abaco from Crown 
Haven to Sandy Point, from Walker’s Cay 

Please see Letters              Page  9

 A long anticipated change affecting Aba-
co’s rental houses has just been enacted into 
law and made public. See the official notice 
on page 17 of Section B. Essentially, gov-
ernment has officially recognized this seg-
ment of visitor accommodations in a two-
fold approach.

1) Houses that are owner-occupied dur-
ing the year and offered for rent during the 
owners’ absence must now be licensed as 
a hotel and will pay a lower property tax. 
Choosing not to register as an owner-oc-
cupied rental house, or perhaps being in-
eligible, subjects the property to the higher 
tax rate.

2) By registering as a hotel within this 
new scheme, the owners or their property 
managers are now required to collect a six 
percent guest tax for government as has 
been required of hotels for many years.  
The hotel industry has often complained  
that the rental houses had an unfair advan-
tage by not being required to collect this 
guest tax. 

Information on this new scheme was 
published in the Nassau newspapers on 
October 1 with the deadline for compliance 
being October 15. We presume that local 
property managers are scrambling to get 
this information to their clients. 

Government has made the forms avail-
able online and its web site says the com-
pleted forms will soon be accepted on-
line. Apparently the October 15 deadline 
matches the date that property tax notices 
are prepared. Those who submit the forms 
by the deadline will see their property tax 
computed at the lower rate.

The new property tax rates for licensed 
rental houses follow:

• Properties valued below $250,000 are 
exempt if owner occupied. 

• Property values between $250,000 and 
$500,000 are taxed at three-quarters per-
cent as opposed to the current rate of one 
percent. 

• Property between $500,000 and $5 
million are taxed at one percent as opposed 
to the current rate of two percent.

• On values exceeding $5 million the 
annual tax drops to one-quarter percent as 
opposed to the current rate of two percent. 

This new and significantly lower rate on 
values above $5 million is apparently a lure 
to attract more rental units in the luxury 
category. 

Rental houses that do not qualify as 
owner-occupied incur the higher current 
tax rate. The changes on the property tax 
rates given above apply only to non-Baha-
mians since Bahamians in the Family Is-
lands are presently exempt from property 
tax obligations.  

The second part of the notice relates to 
the six percent guest tax that is now im-
posed on all rental properties catering 
to visitors. The wording in the notice is 
skewed to owner-occupied rental houses 
that are dominated by non-Bahamians. It is 
not clear if the guest tax applies to Bahami-
ans who own houses or condominiums that 
are rented to visitors. It is believed that the 
guest tax applies to all houses engaged in 
the rental market. 

Those persons interested are urged to 
visit the web site www.tourismtoday.
com/prelim/oohr where the four necessary 
forms are found and that can be download-
ed and printed.

1)  Affirmation stating that the house is 
occupied by the owner and asking for the 
present property tax assessment number. 

2) Hotel license application - No fee is 
due since houses in the Family Islands with 
less than 25 bedrooms are exempt from a 
license fee. This form is submitted in du-
plicate.

3)  Licensing form 1C that asks for de-
tailed statistical data. 

4) Form X is submitted by the 15th of 
each month giving statistical data on the 
occupancy for the previous month and that 
is accompanied with a check for guest tax 
collected during the previous month.

The data given each month is compiled 
by the Ministry of Tourism and is used to 
give detailed information on visitor prefer-
ences, length of stay and other data. As the 
statistics become available, it will be inter-

esting to compare Abaco’s hotel occupancy 
with rental house occupancy. 

We have said for many years that Abaco 
visitors staying in second homes outnum-
ber those persons staying in hotels. How-
ever, this statement was based on anecdotal 
information. This will be the first time that 
government will have firm data showing 
where our visitors stay. Previously, it was 
an educated guess. Various numbers have 
been given over the years on the number of 
rental houses Abaco has. During the com-
ing year, this information should begin to 
be known. 

The Bahamas Real Estate Association 
has been aware of this pending legisla-
tion for several months but was not sure 
of what the final wording would be. We 
understand that it has many questions on 
this new scheme and is working to get 
clarification. 

It will be interesting to watch the evolu-
tion of this tax as it is implemented during 
the coming holiday season. Typically, all 
units are full during the Christmas holidays 
and government should see a substantial 
revenue increase in January. 

Rental payments are often made in ad-
vance so nothing more is due on the guest’s 
arrival. Now, an additional six percent 
must either be collected on arrival or be 
deducted from the rental  payment and 
forwarded to the Administrator’s office. It 
will be interesting to see how homeowners 
and rental agents cope with this aspect. 

Little publicity has been given to this 
new tax scheme which falls squarely on the 
shoulders of our visitors either as they ar-
rive or get ready to leave. Local staff must 
use its best efforts at presenting this six 
percent request if it is to be collected here.

If the owners choose to now absorb this 
tax out of their rental revenue, there will 
be no possibility of confrontation over the 
issue with our visitors. Owners would be 
free to raise or lower their rental rates as 
circumstances warranted. With time for 

making adjustments, this tax could be in-
clusive with the rent payment without fur-
ther confrontation. 

Confusion and ill will is certain to arise 
if some owners absorb the increase leav-
ing their guests with nothing more to pay 
and others choosing to ask for the guest 
tax on the visitors’ arrival. As the visitors 
compare notes, as they do, those who are 
asked for additional money are apt to feel 
that they are being taken advantage of by 
those collecting. Remember that the per-
son collecting must do a good job of ex-
plaining the present tax situation and ask 
politely for the extra money. Not all of 
these people are trained front desk staff. 

Our view is that the system would be 
best served by homeowners absorbing 
the increase during this initial transition 
period as the new tax is imposed. Unfor-
tunately, there is no homeowners’ associa-
tion or property management association 
which could meet to figure out the best 
way to present the issue to arriving guests 
or to devise collection methods offering 
the least negative impact.

Whether homeowners choose to absorb 
this tax and deduct this from their rental 
payment or if the guests will be asked to 
come up with an additional sum on arrival 
(or departure) remains to be seen. Eventu-
ally, the new guest tax will become well 
known and collection methods will be 
standardized. Until this happens, there are 
bound to be instances where the issue will 
not be properly presented and resentment 
will result. 

The visitors using Abaco’s rental hous-
es have been good to Abaco. We must 
now figure out how to present this tax in 
the least controversial manner.   We have 
overcome hurdles in the past and this is 
just one more to be dealt with. Ultimately, 
government should see the second home 
rental as being a good revenue producer 
for the treasury as well as being a solid 
part of the Abaco economy.
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$20 to Abaco   
US$65 Canada via Airmail  
US$95 UK, Europe Surface 
   
Mail to: 990 Old Dixie Hwy, #14, Lake Park, FL  33403      
or:         P.O. Box AB 20551, Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

If you want to renew this gift next year, 
please give us your address below

Why subscribe
Receiving the Abaconian regularly will keep you informed 
on  issues such as:   • Resort & hotel development
• Improvements to roads, airport, docks, schools, etc.
• Phone and electric company changes
• Fishing, boating & sporting activities
• Immigration, taxes or duty changes
• Changes to laws and regulations

• Community events
• New business ventures

• Changes in airline service
• Actions by local government

to Moore’s Island, Abaconian by birth, by 
family heritage, by residencies, by com-
mitting to a second home, all of us who 
love Abaco for its unique beauty need to let 
our government know that we want what 
we love to be enriched, NOT destroyed. 
We need to help government define Abaco 
as a destination and understand that tour-
ists will keep coming if we continue to be 
progressive in a sustainable way. 

Again, I quote our Prime Minister. Mr. 
Ingraham says, “Investors are trending 
away from traditional mega hotels. This 
is more in keeping with government’s de-
sire to respect the sensitive eco-systems of 
the islands of The Bahamas. The govern-
ment hopes that smaller development will 
increase employment levels and business 
opportunities on Abaco. At the same time, 
it’s hoped that they’ll offer a more intimate, 
culturally rich and less environmentally 
intrusive experience to visitors and home 
owners on Abaco.” (www.realestateabaco.
com/page-abaco-business-15.html)

Each island of The Bahamas is unique 
in its own way. We are “One Bahamas” 
but with many islands, each with its own 
personality. Just like a family with many 
children. A whole unit, but each an indi-
vidual in its own right. Keep Abaco, Ab-
aco. Don’t try to make it another Nassau.

Abaco is an amazing place; there are not 
many places like it left in this world. Look 
to the future. Abaco is a sought-after tour-
ism destination because places like Abaco 
are being destroyed the world over. Keep it 
simple; keep it the “third largest economy 
in the Bahamas,” but most of all - keep it 
unspoiled!

Every one of us with pride needs to let 
our government know that we love Aba-
co, our home, and we want to share our 
UNSPOILED islands with visitors. If you 
agree, then use your voice or write a letter 
and spread the word.

Cha Boyce,
Born Proud Abaconian and family to 

one of the first hoteliers and property man-
agers on Abaco.

Many questions
 remain unaswered

Dear Editor,
Yesterday  I read the latest edition of 

The Abaconian with anticipation that there 

would be many controversial letters and ar-
ticles debating the pros and cons of the Wil-
son City power plant project. I was sadly 
disappointed. It appears Abaco is ready to 
roll over and allow the Nassau government 
to have its way with us once again.

Having heard some rumors over the 
past year but knowing very little about the 
project, I attended the BEC meeting last 
month in the hopes that my fears would  
be unfounded and that it all wasn’t as bad 
as it sounded. It started well enough with 
a fine speech by Fred Gottlieb. He is an 
eloquent speaker. We were then subjected 
to two and a half hours of one speaker af-
ter another regurgitating the same informa-
tion. I guess the idea was that if enough 
people say the same thing it must be true? 
The question and answer period had some 
fireworks and was interesting, but overall I 
left the meeting more worried than before.

The issues that most concerned me were 
that BEC and the Nassau government had 
made a very poor choice in picking a loca-
tion, had done very little if any research 
into alternative or renewable energy, had 
not considered how negatively our tourist 
industry would be affected and had made 
it clear that no matter what anybody on 
Abaco might have to say, it is all going 
to happen exactly the way they want it to.

A few of the many questions I have are 
the following:

-Why were only Snake Cay and Wilson 
City considered as sites? What about fur-
ther north between Treasure Cay and Coo-
per’s Town? What about the west side of 
Abaco? The Norman’s Castle area would 
be in calm water and the emissions would 
blow mostly to the west towards Freeport 
rather than into Spring City and Marsh 
Harbour.

- If the generators really do run as ef-
ficiently and cleanly as they say, why are 
120-foot smoke stacks to direct the emis-
sions away from the surrounding area nec-
essary? If there are no harmful emissions 
there should be no need for massive un-
sightly smoke stacks.

- At the present plant only three of the 
seven generators are functioning but those 
three are still almost supplying us with 
enough power. As was mentioned at the 
meeting but scoffed at, why don’t we buy 
two more of these smaller diesel generators 
at a fraction of the cost and replace some 
of the broken ones? This would easily take 

care of our needs and would buy us time to 
research and implement complimentary re-
newable or alternative energy. What is the 
rush for this massive Wilson City plant? 
What is really pushing this?

- Was any thought given as to what our 
tourists will think? When the rest of the 
world is trying to cut down on emissions 
and be ecologically aware, is it not an em-
barrassment  that we are building an old 
style power plant directly on top of our 
most pristine and most often visited natural 
attraction, the Pelican Cays Land and Sea 
Park? Aside from the inevitable environ-
mental damage, the psychological damage 
will be irreparable. Although the plant may 
not be seen from the Great Abaco Highway 
in a car, it will be hard to miss by boat 
anywhere from Man-O–War Cay to Little 
Harbour. It will do far more damage to our 
tourist industry than the current shortages. 
Remember, all of Central Abaco relies 
on tourism, not just the outer cays. If the 
economies of Hope Town and Man-O-War 
are destroyed, it will be felt just as heavily 
in Dundas Town and Murphy Town.

Although BEC and the Nassau govern-
ment would have you believe otherwise, it 
is not too late to change. A huge amount of 
construction has already been done and a 
large amount of money has been spent but 
stopping now and reconsidering the options 
will be a drop in the bucket as compared to 
what we stand to lose. I am sorry to be 
so negative but as a Bahamian, Abaconian, 
and lifelong waterman, seeing this need-
less destruction of our natural resources is 
breaking my heart.

 Thank you,
 Jeff Gale

Appalled by govern-
ment’s ineffi ciencies

Dear Editor,
I wonder if there has ever been a study 

done to determine how much the average 
citizen in a democratic country will put up 
with from their elected political officials 
before they finally rebel?

I would be willing to bet that a lot of 
people will put up with one hell of a lot 
of rubbish from their government. In fact, 
using Bahamians as a model, I would have 

to assume that there are those unfortunate 
individuals who will swallow whatever 
crap they are handed by their leaders from 
disappointment to disappointment without 
end.

I have to be very honest and tell you that 
as of this moment in the life of Bahamian 
existence, I have very little respect for any 
elected official - in their capacity as an 
elected official - and I have absolutely no 
hope that The Bahamas will ever grow into 
anything better than it is right now. The 
Bahamas has become stagnant to growth, 
and the reasons are because of less than 
sensational leadership and the attitude of 
Bahamians themselves. We still act like 
citizens of a third world country in many 
ways. I suppose it’s difficult not to when 
the government is the biggest employer in 
the country while also controlling the most 
necessary of modern human utilities like 
electricity, phone service, etc.

In truly democratic first world coun-
tries the government exists in the back-
ground while its citizens bask in the glory 
of private enterprise that is strengthened 
and protected by the government. Perhaps 
my American friends are taking note. My 
warning to them is - you’re moving back-
wards! And my admonition to my fellow 
Bahamians is - we have to start thinking 
outside the box! We simply cannot main-
tain the status quo and expect to get new or 
different results.

Now because I live on Abaco, one 
should assume that I would be most con-
cerned with what is going on on Abaco. 
First and foremost on everybody’s mind 
seemingly these days is the new BEC sta-
tion being constructed. While the environ-
ment is a very important concern, it is not 
my area of expertise, and I therefore will 
not get into that. And quite honestly, en-
vironmental concerns have become too 
much akin to religious beliefs to too many 
people.

There is, however, the building of a 
new airport that has apparently come to a 
grinding halt or at least a serious go slow. 
The new airstrip is quite beautiful when 

Letters                      From Page 8

More Letters to the Editor

Please see Letters                    Page  22

is a private charter plane company provid-
ing safe, reliable transportation to and from 

the islands of the Bahamas 
and southeastern Florida.

 has opened it’s new facility at the 
Marsh Harbour International Airport. We are 
a full service FBO with Customs, Immigration, 
Fuel, VIP Lounge and many other fi ve star 
services.
 We handle all your aircraft ground 
handling service needs the way you want.

CHEROKEE AVIATION - Tel.# 242-367-0525 - Fax.# 242-367-0526 - VHF 122.80
P.O.Box AB 20485 - Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Email : fboinfo@cherokeeair.com

CHEROKEE AIR - Tel.# 242-367-3450 - Fax.# 242-367-3451
P.O.Box AB 20485 - Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Email : info@cherokeeair.com

Cherokee Air 

Cherokee Aviation



Page 10     Section A       The Abaconian       October 15 , 2009 

Central Abaco News  

Infrastructural project will 
boost Abaco’s economy 
The government has announced that it 

has initiated the pre-qualification process 
for construction of government complex-
es on Grand Bahama and Abaco. This is 
in conjunction with the National Insur-
ance Board. Approximately 180 construc-
tion jobs will be created when work be-
gins.   

Despite the global economic crisis, the 
government increased its budgetary alloca-
tion for capital works throughout The Ba-
hamas; a move taken in countries through-
out the world as a means of stimulating 
their economies. Capital expenditure for 
the current fiscal year was increased by $5 
million over last year’s allocation to $255 
million. 

Pre-qualification requests to contrac-
tors were advertised in late August for the 
Marsh Harbour facility. Contractors that 
wanted to bid on the Marsh Harbour com-
plex had to submit the signed and sealed 
pre-qualification documents to the National 
Insurance Board office in Nassau by Sep-
tember 15.  

The Marsh Harbour complex will cost 
$19 million and will be approximately 
50,000 square feet. It was designed by 
Bruce Lafleur of Bruce Lafleur and Asso-
ciates and will house major government of-
fices and departments including the Prime 
Minister’s office, the National Insurance 
Board, Tourism, Customs and Immigra-
tion, Magistrates Courts, Education, BEC, 
Social Services, Road Traffic, Post Office 
and a government clinic. It will also in-
clude a day care facility.

Boat Captains’ training
is being offered  
By Samantha V. Evans

Administrator of the Port Authority, 
Capt. Cyril Roker, began another class A 
Boat Captain’s training on September 2nd, 
meeting every Monday and Wednesday at 
Central Abaco Primary School. The train-
ing will run for a period of six weeks. The 
training will focus on navigation, seaman-
ship and small boat handling and a safety 
component. Each of the 14 participants 
will have a week of training at the Defense 
Force Base in Nassau. At the end of the 
training, they will have to sit the govern-
ment certification examination to receive 
their license. At this time they will receive 
the Class A Master’s License. These par-
ticipants will be able to operate vessels up 
to 200 tons.  

Roker stated that the demand is increas-
ing for trained captains due to more yachts 
coming into Abaco waters. The govern-
ment is now requiring that anyone desir-
ing to operate a vessel must be properly 
licensed. Due to this high number of ves-
sels, becoming licensed will become man-
datory. Hence, the Class A Master’s Li-
cense will be a must. 

When persons have earned sea time, then 
they can sit another government examina-
tion to advance their certification license. 
The highest certification they can receive is 
unlimited. Persons wanting to be licensed 
will need to know basic navigation skills as 
well as ship construction, marine survey-
ing, naval architecture and maritime law. 
He wants all persons who have an interest 
in working on vessels to seek information 

about getting their certification so that they 
can have more steady employment.

Denim Day is observed
Lee National Denim Day is celebrated 

worldwide on the first Friday in the month 
of October when corporate America and 
The Bahamas wear their favorite pair of blue 

jeans along with a pink t-shirt in support 
of Breast cancer research. British Ameri-
can took up the cause 13 years ago and it 
has been going well ever since. The local 
spokesperson for Abaco was Patty Lynn 

The staff of Abaco Insurance Agency Ltd. came out in full force in support of breast 
cancer research this past Lee National Denim Day on October 2nd. Some of the staff are 
shown here wearing denim and pnk t-shirts. 

Quality Star Auto Service Station And Garage
Don MacKay Blvd., Marsh Harbour

THE PLACE FOR YOUR ENTIRE
AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK NEEDS

We stock a wide variety of parts and tyres.
If you need an item that is not in stock, we will quickly import it for you

Open  7 am - 7 pm Monday thru Thursday

 7 am - 8 pm Friday and Saturday
 Tel: (242) 367-2979

Please see Central                    Page  12
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Entertainment Capital of the Abacos!

Japanese Friday Night Japanese Friday Night 
Sushi FeverSushi Fever

Enjoy a variety of Sushi rolls every Friday night 
in Anglers Restaurant from 6 pm – 10 pm

Veteran’s Day Veteran’s Day 
Bahamian Beach PartyBahamian Beach Party

Saturday, November 7, 2009
7 pm - 10 pm  •  On The Beach

Live entertainment by New Entry Band
$55.00 per adult    $30.00 per child 

(prices include gratuity)

Tickets are available at 
Abaco Beach Resort’s Front Desk

Reservations and pre-payment are required 
by 6:00pm on Friday, November 6, 2009

Bahamian Seafood Grill Menu
• Smoked Fish Dip • Fresh Conch Salad

• Citrus Slaw Salad • Assorted Fresh Grouper
• Roasted Fresh Conch and Vegetables

• Coconut Rum Chicken • Bahamian “Boil-up”
• Watermelon Slices • Coconut Tart

• Guava Duff  • Smores by the bonfi re

Rake n’ ScrapeRake n’ Scrape
Dance the night away at our Pool Bar every 

Friday night to the upbeat sounds of
“Brown Tip” starting at 8:30 pm. 

“Prime Time” Night“Prime Time” Night
Enjoy a mouthwatering Prime Rib dinner

with friends and family.....every Saturday night
Anglers Restaurant 6 pm - 10 pm

 Live music by “Stephen Colebrook.”

Stephen ColebrookStephen Colebrook
Enjoy the contemporary piano music and rich 

soulful vocals of the wonderful 
“Stephen Colebrook” performing in 

Anglers Restaurant 
Wednesday - Sunday 6:30pm until…?, 

at the Pool Bar 
Thursday - Saturday 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm and 

during our Gospel Sunday Lunch 
1 pm to 3 pm

GoGospel spel Sunday LunchSunday Lunch
Join us for a great lunch with popular Gospel 

music performed by 
“Stephen Colebrook” 

 every Sunday 1 pm – 3 pm 
in Anglers Restaurant

KaraokeKaraoke
Come and show off  your vocal talents 

every Tuesday night 
by the Pool Bar starting at 8 pm.

Calypso NightCalypso Night
Join us every Tuesday night by the Pool Bar 

for live Calypso music by “Clint Sawyer” 
starting at 8:30pm.

Country and WesternCountry and Western
Come and enjoy our savory, mouth-watering 

Country & Western themed family-style 
dinner every Wednesday night 

from 6 pm – 10 pm   
Live music by “Stephen Colebrook.”  

Talent ShowcaseTalent Showcase
Join the staff  of Abaco Beach Resort and 

Stephen Colebrook in showing off  your en-
tertaining talents every Thursday in Anglers 

Restaurant 
starting at 8 pm – Until...? 

2nd A2nd Annual Thriller nnual Thriller 
MasquMasquerade Ballerade Ball

Friday, October 30, 2009
8:00pm - 11:00pm  •  Below Decks

Live entertainment by New Entry Band
$20.00 per person (includes entry fee, hors 

d’oeuvres and gratuities)
Costumes are required for admission

Tickets are available at 
Abaco Beach Resort’s Front Desk

Hors d’oeuvres menu includes 
Guava Glazed Chicken Wings, 

BBQ Meatballs and Conch Fritters
Complimentary Tortilla Chips and Salsa

For more information on any of the upcoming events, 
please contact our Concierge via telephone 367-2158 ext. 6021 

or email Concierge@abacobeachresort.com.

www.AbacoBeachResort.com
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More Central Abaco News  

Johnson of the Green Turtle Club. These 
spokespersons are all women who are active 

Central                               From Page 10

Linda Leffler of the Jib Rom organized a fund-raising flea market with the assistance of 
Kim Roberts on September 24 to raise money for the Abaco Animals Association. Home-
made dog treats, household items, clothing and baked goods were donated by persons 
in the community. Mrs. Leffler said the event was quite successful, and the funds will 
be used to spay, neuter and feed animals on Abaco. Spay or neuter is the only effective 
method of birth control for dogs and cats, and it ensures that the population of unwanted 
pets does not increase. Although the flea market was the first of its kind to be held, it will 
not be the last. Another fund raiser is currently being arranged for January 6, 2010, by 
the Royal Potcake Rescue in Atlanta. It will include a raffle with incredible prizes as well 
as a band from Atlanta. Proceeds from this event will go toward spay and neuter clinics 
throughout Abaco.

Flea market raises money for 
spay and neuter clinics

in support of those with breast cancer. All 
funds from Lee National Denim day go to 
the Cancer Society of The Bahamas and the 
Sister Breast Cancer Support group. Funds 

from all t-shirt sales held on Abaco will go 
directly to the Abaco Cancer Society.

New Businesses  
Olive’s Dressmaking has moved

By Samantha V. Evans
Olive’s Dressmaking and Alterations 

has moved from Don MacKay Boule-
vard. to Front Street in Dundas Town, a 
few blocks before entering Murphy Town. 
Owner Olive Clarke specializes in proms, 
uniforms, formal wear and alterations. She 
now has a tailor on staff to further meet the 
needs of her clients. The phone number is 
367-3374. She is open Monday to Saturday 
8 a.m.-7.p.m.

Hair at Last Beauty Salon 
By Samantha V. Evans

A new beauty Salon opened in Dundas 
Town adjacent to Long Bay School pool on 
September 1st. Hair at Last Beauty Salon 

is owned by Diane Davis-Rolle. The salon 
specializes in weaves, natural hair includ-
ing locks, twists, and braids, wraps, cuts, 
and perms. One nail technician on is staff 
now.  It also sells hair products, extension 
hair, bags and accessories, and snacks. A 
barber will be on staff to service the hair of 
men in the near future. It is open Monday 
to Thursday 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m. and Friday 
and Saturday 8:30 a.m.- 7 p.m. The phone 
contact is 458-7586. 
All Mart is Abaco’s pawn shop

By Samantha V. Evans
Abaco now has a store in Marsh Har-

bour that sells, trades, buys and takes items 
for sale on consignment. All Mart is the 
store that you can find anything new or 
used that you desire. Owner Juan Bobby 

Please see Central                    Page  18  



October 15, 2009        The Abaconian        Section A     Page 13



Page 14     Section A       The Abaconian       October 15 , 2009 

Driftwood 
By John Hedden

I know that many have weighed in on 
the BEC generating plant for Wilson City, 
and I also feel that some comments and 
suggestions are necessary in order to im-
prove understanding of the project. (See 
above title and Johnnie come lately).

Firstly, I would like to congratulate 
and commend the Abaco public for such a 
large turnout at the Town Hall meeting and 
also showing exceptionally good behaviour 
with the nervous team from the govern-
ment. It showed that Abaconians can be 
civil and thoughtful even when faced with 
such concerns as were presented at the 
meeting. In fact, these same concerns are 
still valid and should continue to be aired 
until the community is satisfied by the way 
the power plant is implemented, designed, 
constructed and operated.

In the first instance I would point out to 
the Minister of State for BEC, the Hon. 
Phenton Neymour, that contrary to his 
statement recently in the press, there is 
not full acceptance of either the site choice 
or the choice of Bunker C fuel. The site 
remains an historic location and the fuel 
offloading terminal is still in the middle of 

a very sensitive ecological area that needs 
to be protected. I would also point out to 
him that there was, and is, much misinfor-
mation still floating around from both sides 
of the table. This needs to be addressed 
by both the government and the BNT and 
FOE in order to fully educate the public. I 
would suggest a continued series of public 
forums on the issue.

It always seems to me unfortunate that 
successive governments talk the talk but 
cannot walk when it comes to transparency 
and public consultation for projects that 
affect the community and the taxpayer. A 
prime example right here on Abaco is the 
planned landfill of some nine years ago. It 
in fact has turned out to be another public 
dump (breathe easy Central Pines), which 
has already begun to pollute the surround-
ing land and water systems of the Snake 
Cay area. It continues to amaze me that this 
very issue could have been handled very 
differently and more efficiently if from the 
very inception public input and involve-
ment had taken place. Are the transfer sta-
tions a waste of public money? Change in 
regime is not an excuse, and in fact public 
involvement can keep a project completely 
on track in spite of political changes and 
shenanigans.

Abaco is very fortunate in being able to 
maintain some sort of economic growth in 
these harsh economic times, and the reason 
for this lies within the heart of our Second 
Homeowner and return Boating commu-
nity that input to our economy. Many of 
these people, apart from being financially 
successful, are also successful because of 
vast experience in many of the technologi-
cal and infrastructural problems that we are 
facing today. These people wish and can 
make valuable contributions to our growth. 
But we ignore them, and as individuals, call 
them names and insult them when we dis-
agree with them and make effort to return 
them from whence they came. Apologies 
come forward after the fact, but it certainly 
indicates to me how immature we can be 
when confronted with a controversial is-
sue. It is time we have a good hard look 
at ourselves and start to grow up and look 
at our problems with maturity and sense. 
Specifically, an outburst at the recent BEC 
meeting should never have been allowed to 
occur. I would suggest the employment of 
moderators who can handle such instances 
and save embarrassment to ourselves and 
the whole community in the future.

To return to the original point of this 
article, I will point out that there are still 

serious doubts as to whether the Bahamas 
Electricity Corporation is capable of or 
even motivated to ensure the operation of 
an efficient and safe generating plant at the 
Wilson City site. To support this statement 
I would bring to mind the recent oil leakage 
along Carmichael Road when the public 
complaints about fuel in the drinking water 
alerted BEC to the problem. Furthermore, 
we are still faced with estimates of up to a 
million gallons of fuel loss at the Clifton 
plant over the years, which I understand is 
still in process of clean up (or sanitisation 
). Is BEC capable of ditching an extremely 
poor  environmental record and coming up 
with an effective in-house, environmental-
ly responsible programme without public 
oversight and involvement? I personally 
doubt it, and suggest that community in-
volvement is secured, and that BNT and 
FOE step up to the plate and offer their 
assistance with this programme. This way 
the operation of the plant is both open and 
accountable to the community it serves.

Alternative energy generation was 
another topic not well addressed at the 
meeting and should be more thoroughly 
discussed in future forums. Suffice me to 
say that present systems are all very ex-
pensive, suffer from storage problems, are 
intermittent and suffer from a poorly de-
veloped technology at this point in time. 
The government is correct in maintaining 
continued reliance on fossil fuels at the 
present time. Can you imagine us trying to 
operate a nuclear powered electrical gen-
erating plant! This however does not pre-
vent continued research as the technology 
develops. Bio fuels are not the solution . . 
. yet. Apart from anything else as we con-
tinue to import our food, can you see us 
grow our gasoline.

Finally with the alternative choices there 
also remain many environmental issues 
that need to be cleared up, including

Birds and wind vanes, storage battery 
manufacture and disposal, solar electric 
panel component manufacturing.

A topic that I must have missed out on 
when my hearing aid stopped working was 
the topic of energy conservation. The Min-
ister for the Environment briefly touched 
on it in his quick comments at the end, but 
it never came up in public discussion that I 
am aware of. This however needs to be ad-
dressed in future forums and goes beyond 
thermostat settings and the use of low watt-
age light bulbs. These latter, by the way, 
do have serious implications when thrown 
on the municipal dump. They break and 
release mercury into the soil and ground 
water systems under the waste fill.

Energy conservation, however, pres-
ents an immediate challenge that can be 
dealt with at the community, the council, 
the government and the power generation 
and distribution levels. Areas to be exam-
ined must include infrastructure and traf-
fic flows, public transportation, settlement 
layout and town planning and landscaping 
at the larger level. At a smaller level archi-
tecture and design, site selection, building 
orientation, yard landscaping, use of native 
trees and shrubs are all important. At the 
personal level changes in lifestyle become 
important. Walk when you don’t need to 
drive the 50 yards to the next store, ride a 
bicycle when you can. (Cycles Unlimited, I 
want a commission for this). On cool days 
open your windows and enjoy the smell of 
flowers and the birdsong in your garden 
(already planted with native plants). This 
means turn off your  A/C when you can. 
There are so many other ways to conserve, 
enjoy life more and become healthier at the 
same time.

It is necessary for the dialogue to con-
tinue now that it has started. But will it?

Viewpoint . . . Comments on the BEC power station

Please see Viewpoint               Page  15
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Only you can ensure that it does.
HOW? 

• Public involvement
• Education
• Public forums
• Monitoring and assessment
• Local environmental groups need to in-
vest in programmes
• Local input to alternate and environmen-
tal ideas and developments
• Eg geography and location
• Solar: Southern Bahamas possibly
• Tidal: Exumas and others
• Begin small scale: solar heating 

It is time we all start doing something 
for ourselves on this issue instead of ex-
pecting others to do it for us. Criticising 
the government and its corporations will 
not solve the problems we face. Everyone 
needs to get involved.

Finally, I will say to the government, put 
your money where your mouth is and learn 
to chew bubble gum and walk at the same 
time. You have been talking long enough 
about altering the power generation act 
and the exclusive franchise of BEC, which 
continues to lose more and more money. If 
private individuals wish to over invest in 
solar panels and get paid a losing fee for 
supplying the grid, let them do so. You, 
BEC, will gain because you will lose less 
and the burden on the taxpayer will also 
be less.

[Ed. note to our readers: Driftwood is a 
local term donating anyone not from that 
area and tends to be slightly derogatory.] 

Viewpoint                       From Page 14

J M JJ M J
Electrical ContractorsElectrical Contractors
LIGHTING SHOWCASE & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Tel: 367.5145   Fax: 367.5144
US: 561.283.3744     Email: abacobill30@yahoo.com

Don Mackay Blvd - next to Wood You FurnitureDon Mackay Blvd - next to Wood You Furniture

By Canishka Alexander
Ejnar Cornish of the Abaco office of 

Bahamas Agricultural and Industrial Cor-
poration said that reports of the Bahamas 
government giving land to Chinese farmers 
are untrue. In fact, he said he knew noth-
ing about it. However, he did share some 
information he had been privy to.

“In the first instance, from where I sit, 
I know nothing of any land that has been 
granted by the Chinese people, but what I 
do know is that these persons came from 
Nassau and were invited by the Bahamas 
government in order to see if they can do 
some investment or assist,” he explained. 
The Chinese farmers will have the same 
opportunity as Bahamians to lease the land, 
which is available in five and 10-acre allot-
ments from BAIC.

“They are supposed to come in and pay 
a one-time fee: $475 for the five-acre plots 
and $900 for the 10 acres. Then after that, 
it’s a yearly fee of $25 per acre that the 
government charges to lease the property,” 
he said.

Mr. Cornish agreed that with the as-
sistance of the Chinese government, The 
Bahamas will be well on its way to at-
taining food security. After all, countries 
such as Guadeloupe, Jamaica, Barbados 
and Trinidad offer numerous products in 
grocery stores, even those located in the 
United States. “You see all of these items 
on the shelves, but there is absolutely noth-
ing made by Bahamians.”

He said the Chinese will offer training, 
and he envisioned many opportunities for 
The Bahamas. He reasoned that certain 
food items sold locally in grocery stores 
will also become more affordable. “They 
specified one or two items like tomatoes 
and cucumbers, and said they would want 

to have a cannery and factory,” Cornish 
revealed. “Years ago, we canned tomato 
paste, ketchup and pineapples – these 
are the things that we are trying to bring 
back. For the last three to four decades, 
The Bahamas has been talking about self-
sufficiency and food security, but nothing 

Chinese farmers can lease agricultural land
ever came to fruition because we simply 
don’t have the capacity to do it. “I think 
this will be very beneficial because I have 
confidence in the chairman of BAIC, Mr. 
Edison Key, and Prime Minister Hubert 
Ingraham that they will do what’s best for 
Abaco,” he said.

3rd Annual Guy Fawkes Night at 
Forest Heights Academy

November 2  •  6:30 pm

Bring Your Guys

Road Safety 
Is Everyone’s 
Responsibility 
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The funeral service for Abraham Ivan 
Sawyer, 85, of Dundas Town was held on 
September 26 at St. Andrew’s Methodist 
Church in Dundas Town. Rev. Carla Cul-
ner and Rev. Jean Seme Joseph officiated. 
Interment was in the Dundas Town Public 
Cemetery. 

He is survived by his wife Cleola Saw-
yer; sons Robert (Bob), Walter, Emalin, 
Floyd, Dennis and Angelo Sawyer; daugh-
ters Felamease and Gelita Sawyer, Mar-
garet Moore and Sharon Lloyd; adopted 
daughter Robertha Lindsay; brother Es-
tin Sawyer; sisters Flora Lowe, Gertrude 
Dawkins and Inez Gaitor; sisters-in-law 
Lana and Winifred Sawyer, Valderine 
and Joyce Smith; brothers-in-law Lealon 
Dawkins and Wilfrcd Cornish; daughters-
in-law Christine, Betty, Centina, Mon-
alisa and Erma Sawyer; son-in-law Robert 
Lloyd; grandchildren Bobbydell, Patrick, 
Marshall, Mark, Mario, Elvardo, Raj, 
Randy Jr., and De’Angelo Sawyer, Ed-
dison Jr., Chanaka, Dedric and Latiska 
Moore, Jamiel and Lakeisha Burrows, 
Miguel Bostwick, Sharico, Rashawn and 
Robert Jr., Lloyd, Trey Roberts, Monique 
and Derick Miller, Yael, Laterah, Alexis, 
Caroline (Alicia), Deneisha, Stacy and 
Kelly Sawyer, Latoya Lightbourne, An-
tonia Wright, Samantha and Paul Curry, 
Lynette Dean and Patrona Cash; great-
grandchildren; nieces Alvilda Laing, 
Dorothy Rolle, Gwendolyn Penn, Wently 
Middleton, Ruth Williams, Norma Bur-
rows, Geleta Elzera, Gail Walker, Anita 
Turnquest, Barbara. Castaillo, Kim Reck-
ley, Christine Bullard, Sabrina Sawyer, 
Patricia Cornish, Margaret McDonald, 
Elease Thervil, Sheryl Mills, Patrice and 
Julie Dawkins, Marguerita and Rosalee 

Cornish, Jennie Smith and Michelle Bren-
nen; nephews Pastor Alvin Laing, Jona-
than Parker, Prince, Cardinal, Hank and 
Terrance Davis, Clint, Al, Carlos and 
Craig Sawyer, Peter, Lennie and Troy 
Dawkins, Leo and Lavern Reckley, Cyril 
Archer, Livingston, Alfredo, George and 
Pastor Samuel Cornish and Randy Smith; 
and many other relatives and friends. 

The funeral service for Leroy Lowe, 
who died on September 11, formerly of 
Blackwood was held on September 26 in 
Nassau. Interment was also in Nassau.  

He is survived by daughters Myrceleta 
McPhee, Teorah Ferguson, Sindy Lowe-
Charles, Dawnette Ferguson, Pamela, 
Petrona and Naydell Lowe; sons Eleazor, 
Tony, Cleveland, Letroy, Trevor, Je-
rome and Tyrone Lowe; daughters-in-law 
Shirley, Jenetta, Zerlean, Royann, Della-
reese and Tera Lowe, sons-in-law Patrice 
Charles and Troy Pitter; grandchildren 
Brendalee and Ricardo Russell, Randy Al-
len, Eudene and Titoma McIntosh, Decar-
lo and Toni McPhee, Shaniqua McPhee, 
Trishinka and Ricardo Farrington, Yorick, 
Kim, Ahamard, Matthew, Kobe Shil’el, 
Kalel and Angela, Tony Lowe, Tajh, Tenaj 
and Temaz Ferguson; Erica Williams, 
Jide, Clevaughn, Ariel, Clevelynn, An-
war, Ashnique and Annique Lowe, Fran-
cois Capron, Shikita and Shikia Deveaux, 
Sydney Charles, Nicholas Ferguson, Win-
ton Saunders, Trevor Jr., Kenreca, Tena-
rd, Shadesha Lowe, Tyrone Jr., Antoniqua 
Kia and Shakitra Pratt; great-grandchildren 
Rekhanna, Restella and Renaldo Rus-
sell, Nasir, Yorick Jr., and Ellyah Lowe, 
Mya Lowe, Dylan McPhee and TrZ Far-
rington, Tomar and Tomaz McIntosh and 
Paris Capron; nieces and nephews Angela 

Lowe, Susan and Danny Malone, Larry 
and Nancy; Brent and Angela, Garth and 
Aaron Lowe, Samuel and Shirley. Lowe, 
Ortnell Lowe and family, Ettamae, Mag-
gie and Floyd Lowe, Teresa and Gordon 
Murray, Eric and Manny Bowleg, Nick, 
Philip and Neville Lowe, Kingsley and Ro-
salie, Ronald Murray; Kenneth and Rose, 
Kirk and Norine Murray, Beryl and Jerry 
Lowe, Sharon and Clarence Bartlett, Jan-
ice and Raymond Moorem, Mychelene 
Murray, Audrey and Curtis Cooper, Syd-
ney, Vernal, Anthony and Evelyn Cooper, 
Terry Rolle, Carol and Gaylene Laing; 
Dorothy Laing and Family; brothers-in-
law Simon and Gifford Bootle; and many 
other relatives and friends.

The funeral service for Maggie Dell 
Rolle, 61 of Cooper’s Town and formerly 
of Cedar Harbour was held on September 
26 at the Church of God Cathedral in Coo-
per’s Town. Pastor Ronald McIntosh offi-
ciated assisted by Bishop Archilaus Cooper 
and Deacon Jenson Edgecombe. Interment 
followed in the Southside Cemetery in 
Cooper’s Town. 

She is survived by her husband Ronald 
Rolle; daughters Anna and Melba Rolle 
and Diedre “Patrice” Cooper; sons Wen-
dell Rolle Sr. and Peter McIntosh; grand-
children Mandell, Santonio, Wendell Jr., 
Wenton and Wendina Rolle, Wardvia 
Lightbourne, Katshana Morley, Feiro and 
Felicity Cooper, Tamacio Mather, Vardo, 
Aliana, Nakira and Itanie McIntosh and 
Victoria Sawyer; great-grandchild Anton 
McIntosh; sisters Ruth and Naomi McIn-
tosh; brother Herbert Newbold; adopted 
sisters Una Sawyer and Cleotha Edge-
combe; nieces Mary Taylor, Marbalene, 
Stubbs, Alestine Thompson, Delores 

Hanna, Marva, Shanell and Zcphia New-
bold; nephews Stanford McIntosh, Pas-
tor Eton, Pherrol, Dario and Sidney Mc-
Intosh, Dwayne Barn, Steve and Miquel 
Newbold; daughters-in-law Lapaige Rolle 
and Carven McIntosh; son-in-law Flawood 
Cooper; sisters-in-law Evelyn and Kath-
erine Newbold, Vivian Cornish, Winifred 
McDonald, Louise Wright, Shirley Kernp, 
Orlean, Vernita and Chriscola Rolle; 
brothers-in-law Edward, Alexander and 
George Rolle, Neville Kemp and Joseph 
Wright; adopted children Nerlene Edge-
combe, Margilee Bodie, Shantell McDon-
ald, Eddison Cornish and Robert Edge-
combe; stepchildren Shantese, Ronell, Kid 
and McGarret; godmother Muriel Curry; 
goddaughter Mag Duncombe; numerous 
nieces and nephews-in-law; and many oth-
er relatives and fiends.

The funeral service for Lueanna McK-
inney, 63, formally of Sandy Point Abaco, 
was held on October 3 in Nassau. Inter-
ment was also in Nassau.

She is survived by her sister Min. Bar-
bara Hamilton; brother Leonard McKin-
ney; nieces Latisha Hamilton and Fenir 
McKinney; nephews Charles Hamilton Jr, 
Antonio Hamilton, Felix McKinney and 
Jason McKinney; brother-in-law, Charles 
Hamilton Sr.; aunts Essie Bartlette and 
Mildred Sands; cousins Simpson McKin-
ney, Alex McKinney, Robert McKinney, 
Richard McKinney, Basil McKinney, Ar-
thur McKinney, Bishop Ivan McKinney, 
Litterean Johnson, Lula Burrows, Mari-
nette Walker, Liza Bain, Peter Roberts, 
Angelo Roberts and Stephen Pinder; and 

Obituaries of Family and Friends

Please see Deaths                     Page  18
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Live Music Every Saturday Night 7 pm - until 

White Sound, Elbow Cay

FULL SERVICE MARINA
• 60 Deepwater Slips 
• Fuel/ Oil/ Bait/ Ice

• Fresh Water 
• Garbonzo Reef Bar

WATERFRONT VILLAS
• One, two & three 

bedroom units 
• On the ocean & harbour

• Full kitchen/ air cond/ sat TV

For local transporation to Sea Spray call VHF 16 or 366-0065
email : info@seasprayresort.com 

www.seasprayresort.com

Boat House 
Restaurant

Bahamian Breakfast - Sat. & Sun.

Enjoy a delicious dinner with us
Sea Spray will pick up from Hope Town

Every Sunday - Jamin’ Jan Live
5:30 - 9 pm at bar side 2 for 1 drinks

Bahamian Buffet Night every Monday 

Chinese Bahamian Night every Wednesday
Long day in the boat? Too much sun? Too much fun?

What’s for Dinner? Let us deliver your dinner!
 Delivery Available 6:30 pm - 9 pm 

From Pizzas to a Full Meal Tahiti Beach to the Post Offi ce Dock

30% off 2009 Villas rates through November 30 

Special Dockage Rates 
September 1 through February 1

Boats up to 49’  -  $500 monthly 
with metered water and electricity

Boats over 49’  -  $700 monthly 
with metered water and electricity

Open through the Fall

By Julian Lockhart
Visitors and Bahamians alike have con-

stantly complained about the high airfares 
and overall costs for traveling to Abaco. 
It costs more to fly from South Florida to 
Abaco than from Florida to Puerto Rico, 
Montego Bay, Jamaica or Cancun, Mexico.

Minister of Tourism, the Hon. Vincent 
Vanderpool-Wallace, said at the 6th An-
nual Abaco Business Outlook that Abaco 
cannot continue competing in this day for 
quality visitors if airfares and the time it 
takes to get to the island are so atrocious. 
The Senator was the keynote speaker at the 
outlook on September 23rd at the New Vi-
sion Ministries.

Mr. Vanderpool-Wallace said, “How in 
the world do we find ourselves with this 
proximity advantage, but we find ourselves 
much more expensive to get to. We have 
this notion in our heads that somehow up-
scale people like to spend more money for 
things.

“When we find ourselves in that situa-
tion, it is ridiculous. It is more expensive to 

travel from New York City to Abaco than 
it is to travel from New York to London, 
Paris or Rome. In many cases you get to 
London, Rome or Paris faster than you get 
to Abaco. We have to figure out how we 
can get the cost and accessibility into the 
destination that much lower,” he added.

Starting in November American Air-
lines will have up to 14 flights into Marsh 
Harbour and seven into Treasure Cay each 
week. The Ministry is working with Amer-
ican Airlines since it has the most global 
connections of any carrier that we do busi-
ness with. The price for these round trip 
tickets will be $199 including taxes. It will 
enable individuals to fly cheaply in and out 
of Abaco making vacations here more cost 
effective and thus entice more visitors to 
the island.

The Minister said that a study was done 
showing that for people with flights within 
a three-hour window, price is everything. 
What they found was that people will fly 
anytime, even in the height of a depres-
sion, when the fairs are low.

The Ministry of Tourism ran a promo-
tion during the heart of the recession with 
two different airlines, one from South 
Florida and one from New York, with re-
duced rates into New Providence and both 
of those airlines saw a major spike in their 
reservations and travel.

Mr. Vanderpool-Wallace said these 
promotions proved that individuals want to 
come to The Bahamas. If they can find a 
way to make it cheaper and easier for them 
to get here, more people will come. He 
said, “We are working with them to enable 
them to do some things so they can put 
those services in place, but also put them 
in place at the right kind of price. If we get 

the pricing right, there is a promotion you 
will see beginning in November that will 
be extraordinary. We know that is the big-
gest stimulus we can make to getting peo-
ple attracted to come into a particular desti-
nation. When you talk about pure vacation 
travel, the customer can travel anywhere. 
So you better make it as competitive as you 
possibly can to attract the customer to our 
destination,” he added.

The Bahamas had one of the lowest de-
clines of any other country in the region 
and even in the United States in terms of 
revenue per available room. The Bahamas 
has not dropped its room rates as much as 
other competitors.

Airfares to Abaco will be coming down
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ROCK imported & local
SAND  imported & local
8” CONCRETE  BLOCKS

50LBS BAGS ROCK & SAND 
• Delivery from Crown Haven to Sandy Point

Abaco’s cornerstone
to construction

AIR COMPRESSOR AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Visit our modern facility on the 

Murphy Town Water Front beside 
Parker’s Landing

many other relatives and friends. 
Gerry Blanc, 29, often called “Ti Boy” 

of Marsh Harbour, died on September 12. 
His funeral service was  held on October 

refers to his store as the closest thing to 
a pawn shop in The Bahamas. He opened 
for business on September 28th next door 
to Russell’s Department Store on Don 
MacKay Boulevard and stocks everything 
from appliances to DVD’s to car stereos to 
clothes to furniture. He even sells watches, 
cameras, cell phones and computers. 

He has a repair section at the rear of the 
store for those persons who have applianc-
es and power tools that need repairs. He is 
prepared to buy anything once the price is 
right. He even buys gold by weight. Items 
left on consignment to be sold will result 
in a commission paid when they are sold. 
He trades games, washers, refrigerators  
and the like. Persons can also special order 
new or used items and he will bring them 
in including the As Seen on Television 
items. He installs car stereos. Mr. Bobby 
guarantees all items and appliances with a 
30-day warranty. His store hours are Mon-

Central                            From Page 12

Deaths                               From Page 16

day to Saturday 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. The 
phone contact is 225-0938.

Juline’s Daycare
By Samantha V. Evans

Parents now have another alternative to 
ensuring the safety of their children while 
they are at work. Proprietor Julie Russell 
recently opened her facility on Bougain-
ville Boulevard in Dundas Town. Regular 
daycare services are available from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and after school care beginning 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Julie offers child-
care on weekends, holidays and sleepovers 
for those parents who have to go away 
overnight or simply need a safe haven for 
their children. Advance notice is required 
for such service. For more information 
contact Julie at 475-8529 or 475-7035.

ljames, Wilmen, Sherline, Kerlander and 
Augustine Metayer, Jr., Doreeo Pelissier, 
Daniel and Dominique Brutus, Gabriel 
Gaspard, Ishmael, Jamesha, Zaccahea and 
Tylus John, Junie, Tasha, Dindl, Theresa, 
Jimmy, Andy Mana and Nason; sister-in-
law Pierrela Pierre; an many other rela-
tives and friends.

4 at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in 
Marsh Harbour. Pastor Desmond Sturrup 
assisted by Pastor Patrick Tyrell officiated 
and interment followed in the Public Cem-
etery in Marsh Harbour.

He is survived by his father Gerard 
Blanc; stepmother Jossya Blanc; brother 
Wolin Blanc; sister Sherica Blanc; nephew 
Romel Blanc; niece Laphmika Blanc; aunts 
Gladys John, Donnan Gaspard and Flor-
ence Metayer; uncles Smith Blanc, Ishmael 
John and Mitchler; grant-aunts Marie and 
Ermancia Vercine; cousins Anderson, Wil-

Remember to
 Buckle Up
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By Samantha V. Evans
On October 2nd the volleyball season 

was launched at Grace Gym at Agape 
Christian School in Marsh Harbour. The 
teams were introduced and the official 
opening ceremony was held. Present for 
the launch was President of the Bahamas 
Volleyball Federation, Don Cornish, who 
challenged the teams to work hard to seek 
to improve their level of play in order to 
challenge and surpass islands such as New 
Providence and Grand Bahama.

He noted that now despite the rain, they 
were able to have competition, unlike in 
past years when they were limited by the 
weather. He congratulated Abaco Associa-
tion President Chris Smith and his execu-
tive team for their partnership with Agape 
Christian School and encouraged them to 
continue to work together to provide posi-
tive outlets for young people. 

In addition, he announced that the Bahamas 
Volleyball Federation will host a National In-
vitational Tournament on Abaco on November 

18 - 21.  This event will ensure they continue 
to encourage camaraderie among member as-
sociations within the Federation and expose 
teams to high level competition. 

Mr. Smith stated that students who are 
good at the game of volleyball can pursue 
their career at the college level on a vol-
leyball scholarship. They hope to be able 
to recommend some Abaco students for 
such opportunities soon. He further noted 
that the Federation is looking for persons 
for the national team so those persons who 
have potential can make this team. 

He is very excited by the response from 
schools this season. However, he still plans 
to work towards getting more schools and 
players from the Cays, North, and South 
to be a part of the games as they have great 
players as well. He added that Mr. Cor-
nish was mentored by himself and others 
and he has done so well at the game that 
he has excelled to the level of president. 
Cornish thanked his mentors who inspired 
him and who he wanted to emulate. After 

his remarks, Cornish officially opened the 
season and served the first ball.  

On the first night, four teams played in 
the best of five games. At the end of it 
all, Abaco Central High School women 
emerged the winner over Agape Christian 
School. The next two teams to play were 
St. Francis de Sales School men and Agape 
Christian School men with St. Francis men 
emerged the winner. On Saturday evening 
the games continued. BTC men and Abaco 
Central men played with BTC men emerg-
ing the winner. This last match was a tough 
one and since in volleyball the winner must 
win by two points, the teams continued to 
play until this took place. The final game 

of the opening weekend was between BTC 
women and St. Francis women. At the end 
of the games, BTC won.

 The coaches for the teams were Randy 
Davis with BTC, Sharlene Patchment with 
St. Francis, Patrice Charles with Abaco 
Central and Rich Roberts with Agape 
Christian School. Assisting over this week-
end was Edric Poitier, coach for the Dy-
nasty Divas volleyball team. Games will 
be held every weekend during the season 
which runs from October to December. 
There is a fee of $1 for kids and $3 for 
adults per game. A concession stand is also 
open on Fridays and Saturdays during the 
games.

Volleyball Association Launches Season

Replace your old countertops 
with locally made tops of

Marble & Granite

Call 242-367-4726
(Abaco Ace Hard ware)
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

abacomarbleandgranite.com

Ron-Paul Cabinets Plus
Single Mattress, BoxSpring both $374

Double Mattress, Box Spring both $462
Queen Mattress, Box Sping both $563
King Mattress, Box Spring both $756
Bed Frames    •    Laminate Flooring 

Carpets and Accessories
Marsh Harbour  •  Ph: 367-0546
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By Julian Lockhart
The Ministry of Tourism is hosting a 

Sustainable Flats Fishing Guide Certifi-
cation Workshop in New Providence on 
October 16th and is looking to make it 
mandatory for all fly fishing guides in The 
Bahamas be certified in order to operate.

This affects Abaco directly as bonefish-
ing is one of the major tourist attractions 
of the island as dozens of individuals make 
their living as guides for the thousands of 
fly fishing enthusiasts who frequent the 
shores of Abaco every year. The work-
shop will be facilitated by biologists from 
the Bahamian Flats Fishing Alliance.

Melinda Williams, who is in charge of 
niche marketing at the Abaco Tourist Of-
fice, said, “This is very important simply 

because it gives the fishermen an opportu-
nity to discuss their concerns with all the 
key persons and learn ways to continue 
having a successful fly fishing business. 
They will talk about ways to sustain what 
we have in the proper catch and release.

“They will be taught how to develop 
their own business. We want to sit down 
with all the guides and get their input and 
views. It is up for discussion if it will be 
mandatory for all guides to be certified by 
the ministry. I think it is something we are 
looking for and something that will hap-
pen. I believe they should all be certified. 
From tourism’s viewpoint it is important 
for us to promote those who are certified, 
and they will have all the proper train-
ing,” she added.

The workshop will allow flats fishing 
guides to provide input in the development 
of a new guide certification program, dis-
cuss issues affecting flats fishing and flats 
conservation and hear of the new study 
assessing the importance of flats fishing.

Ms. Williams said it is important that 
all the guides learn CPR and first aid so 
they can assist if there are any emergen-
cies while they are out on the water with 
their guests when there is no one else 
around to help.

Fly fishing has been one of the draws 
of sports fisherman to The Bahamas for 
decades. Because of the drop in viable 
bonefishing flats and the species them-
selves in Florida, The Bahamas has be-
come the next destination of choice.

Tourism will launch fl y fi shing certifi cation program
Minister of Tourism, the Hon. Vin-

cent Vanderpool-Wallace, said, “There is 
no question that fly fishing, just not for 
Abaco, but for The Bahamas in general 
is an outstanding market segment. Ini-
tiatives are going on at the moment to 
develop guides, and we have written all 
the material. It is very important that our 
reputation is at the highest possible level 
throughout The Bahamas with anybody 
who is involved in fly fishing. We have 
allocated funds specifically for fly fishing 
in the budget this year,” he concluded.

ABACO FREIGHT
COURIER SERVICES

Destination Abaco
2532 Old Okeechobee Rd Suite 11
West Palm Beach, Florida 33409

www.abacofreight.com
Phone: 561-689-1010     •     Fax: 561-689-9454

Local number 242-367-1922
Doug Wiseman, MGRM 

doug@abacofreight.com

Nick Mazzeo    
Operations Manager
nick@abacofreight.com

Ocean Air

The Moorings Yacht Charters
 • Prestige Class crewed yacht charter
• Sailing Sloops and cats 35 ft. - 47 ft.
• Power catamarans 37 ft.

The Conch Inn Resort
• Hotel rooms on the harbour front
• Fresh water pool 
• Curly Tails waterfront restaurant and bar
• Dive Abaco - a complete dive facility 

The Conch Inn Resort and Marina
PO Box AB20469, Marsh Harbour, Abaco
Ph 242-367-4000 • Fax 367-4004
Email: themoorings@batelnet.bs
www.themoorings.com

Come and experience the beauty of the Bahamas.  We are waiting for you. 

The Conch Inn Marina
• Full service docks with power 
• Cable TV connections
• Texaco fuel station

  

Compliments of  The Moorings and 
The Conch Inn Hotel and Marina

Tide - North Bar Channel
November   2009

Printed by Tides & Currents for Windows TM   by 
Nobeltec Corporation (503) 579-1414 - www.tides.com

Cruise the Abaco Sound 
in one of our new sailing 
yachts - 36 ft.  mono hull 

or 38 ft. catamaran  
SAILING VACATIONS
Sunsail
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Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 
Island-wide Abaco Listings 

Abaco Vacations +              800-633-9197
Abaco Vacation Planner +          25 hse 367-3529
Bahamas Vacations +                    800-462-2426

Cherokee
Lee Pinder +  3 hse  366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages 366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place  352-5458

Green Turtle Cay  
Bluff House 30 rm 365-4247
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott 365-5464
Green Turtle Club 35 rm 365-4271
Island Properties + 34 hse  365-4047
New Plymouth Inn  9 rm  365-4161
Ocean Blue Properties + 34  365-4636
Other Shore Club  365-4226
Roberts Cottages 3 cott  365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana  11 hse 365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott. 365-5137
Donna Sands + 12 hse  365-5195
Guana Beach Resort  6 units  365-5133 
Guana Seaside  8 rm 7 cott  365-5106
Ocean Frontier                 519-389-4846 
Ward’s Landing 4 units    904-982-2762

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm  366-0133
Club Soleil  6 rm 1 cott  366-0003
Crystal Villas 7 villas    888-812-2243
Elbow Cay Prop +             53 hse   366-0035
Hope T Harb Lodge 25 rm  366 0095
Hope T Hideaways +      63 hse   366-0224
Hope T Villas + 3 hse  366-0030
Lighthouse Rentals 4 cott  366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages + 3 hse   366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas  366-0065
Tanny Key + 43 hse  366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas  366-0557

Hotels and House Rental Agents

Lubbers Quarters
Sea Level Cottages 4 hse  366-3121

Man-O-War
Island Home Rentals  + 8 hse  365-6048
Schooner’s Landing    5 condos  365-6072

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate +     6 hse  367-2719
Alesia’s 3 rms  367-4460
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Bustick Bight Resort  8 rms  367-3980
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
D’s Guest House  6 rms 3 367-3980
Living Easy  367-2202
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas (Prev. Abaco Towns)   32 effi c  367-0148

Moore’s Island
Moore’s Is Bonefi sh Camp 8 rm  366-6334

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefi shing   10 rm  366-4477

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Bahama Beach Club  88 units 365-8500
Island Dreams + 45 hse  365-8507
Treasure Cay Resort  95 rms  365-8801
Mark’s Bungalows 4 units 365-8506

Wood Cay
Tangelo Hotel   19 rm 3 villa 365-2222

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
http://www.abaconian.com
http://www.abacoinet.com
http.//www.abacoinfo.com
http://www.abacos.com
http://www.go-abacos.com
http://www.oii.net
http://www.bahamas.com 

+  agents with multiple cottages and houses

Rev. Oct 09

observing it from the air upon landing in 
Marsh Harbour, but as of yet we haven’t 
been able to actually land on that new air-
strip. So I am assuming that however many 
million dollars it cost us taxpayers, in the 
eyes of our illustrious leaders it must have 
been worth the investment to have some-
thing nice to look at when we reach back 
to Abaco.

   If I’m being terribly honest - and that 
is something that is needed very badly 
these days - Marsh Harbour is not the most 
appealing sight to the eyes, but now with 
a new airstrip lying parallel to the old one, 
it makes the approach by air a little more 
interesting at least. Obviously, this is the 
work of very committed politicians. This 
whole sordid affair prompts me to offer a 
new riddle: How many politicians does it 
take to get a new airstrip built in The Ba-
hamas? Answer: Very many! In fact, that 
same answer applies to most every facet of 
Bahamian life, doesn’t it?

Of course, when, and if, this new air-
strip ever comes into use, the dedication of 
it will be attended by a whole slew of poli-
ticians and community leaders, reverends 
and the like, who will all be slapping each 
other on the back for a job well done. What 
absolute nonsense! I hope I might be fortu-
nate enough to attend this inevitable event 
so I might pose a few difficult questions to 
the elite. That is, if they will allow peas-
ants to attend such a thing. By the way, I’m 
not carrying my camera because it will not 
be a day of celebration, but rather one of 
“so what?” to me. 

Finally, let me close by making a sum-
mary statement. Abaco has long been one 
of the most important top three partners 
- from a revenue generating perspective 
-  in any governmental attempt to accom-
plish anything anywhere in this country of 
ours; yet we are still treated like an out-
side child. And now I have learned that 
Abaco has surpassed Grand Bahama in its 
contributions to the Treasury Department. 
Therefore, I am even more indignant about 
the lack of modern facilities to accommo-
date our residents and visitors alike and 
more efficient government services. I truly 
doubt that I am alone in this regard. 

We have no effective local representa-
tion, and the permanent residents of Abaco 
seem satisfied with the way things are. 
Otherwise, I would have to assume that 
there might be an uprising of some sort to 

More Letters to the Editor
inform the government - any government - 
that we have had enough, and we will not 
any longer participate in a system of gov-
ernance where we must continually come 
to the table begging for whatever scraps 
we might be able to get. We deserve better 
because we are on par with - or above - the 
other revenue producers in this country. 
Until we demand better, things will stay 
exactly the way they are. 

 I guess I can hack it if y’all can. Tank 
Gawd, I born a roughneck!

Thank you sincerely, Mr. Editor, for 
the space in your editorial column. Hope-
fully, I have said something intelligent that 
will stir the hearts and minds of a few fel-
low Bahamians.

 Sincerely,
 William (Billy) Roberts
 Stagnated and continually 
  disappointed in Abaco

Bunker C results in 
medical dangers

Dear Editor:
Those who know me recognize that 

I rarely involve myself in public contro-
versy. However, I have devoted my life 
to health care. When I see a problem that 
potentially affects my patients and commu-
nity, I am obligated to speak out.

A BEC Town Meeting regarding the 
power plant under construction was held 
on 10 September. For me, the presentation 
by the BEC panel raised more questions 
than were answered.

BEC plans to use Bunker C or No. 6 
heavy fuel oil to power the generator. 
Heavy fuel oil is the remaining material 
when crude oil is distilled to produce kero-
sene, gasoline and diesel. It is the residual 
sludge containing concentrated heavy met-
als and nitrogen and sulfur compounds. 
The contaminants vary depending on the 
source of the oil and its refinery, but can 
contain vandium, nickel, lead, mercury, 
benzene, dioxin and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons. All of these compounds 
are dangerous to humans. Sulfur dioxide 
and nitrous oxide are combustion prod-
ucts of burning oil and are the cause of 
“acid rain,” which we are all aware has 
detrimental effects on soil, plants, forests, 
marine plant and animal life, and causes 
respiratory disease and cancer in humans. 
None of this is in dispute. These are all 
well documented facts.

Thus far, except for assurances from the 
management of BEC that this is a safe plant 

Letters                                From Page 9 with “minimal emissions,” little informa-
tion regarding expected discharge has been 
made public. I understand that “scrubbers” 
will not be used. Large smokestacks are 
to be constructed to increase dispersion of 
emissions over a larger area. What are the 
wind and dispersion patterns? What emis-
sions data is available from other similar 
plants? When emissions contain contami-
nants known to cause illness and cancer, 
what level can be considered “acceptable” 
or “safe”?

We have been told that low sulfur con-
tent oil will be used in this plant. I would 
suggest that the concentration of sulfur  and 
other contaminants will vary depending on 
availability and cost of the fuel.

This is a complex power system, fraught 
with fuel transport, corrosion and emis-
sions concerns that requires attention to 
detail and maintenance. One big fuel spill 
or emissions release . . . or hundreds of 
small ones over the years . . .  could po-
tentially injure our health, environment and 
economic resources.

We should take time to explore alterna-
tives and promote dialog within the com-
munity.  Others more informed than I can 
discuss the proposed power plant’s cost, 
location and environmental concerns. 
However, the huge financial investment in 
this plant commits this community to this 
form of power for the foreseeable future. 
No substantial expenditure for alternative 
energy will be considered once this much 
money is spent for providing Abaco’s pow-
er. Let’s be sure this is the course we want 
to choose for our future.

Frank Boyce, M.D.

Power plant location 

should be reconsidered
Dear Editor,

To some I may be viewed as a Don 
Quixote, but there are some matters that 
must be done correctly so as to act in the 
best interest of the people and correspond-
ing nature. Let’s not “roll the dice” or 
take the chance that everything will be “all 
right.” After all, the stakes are too high 
given the potential negative impact on our 
fishermen and farmlands not to mention 
medium to long term health issues.

 We must never forget that we are to-
day’s custodian and act and speak for to-
morrow’s generation to come. “Let’s get it 
right--Let’s do the right thing.”

 It’s pretty obvious I’m writing in refer-
ence to the new power plant with which I 
do not take issue - we need additional gen-
eration of power. However, I am opposed 
to burning bunker C fuel when we should 
be moving forward to better and cleaner 
technology. But the primary thrust of this 
letter and objective is to “strongly” lobby 
for the relocation of the Power Plant to say 
Norman’s Castle. 

I challenge BEC and government to se-
riously look into the Norman’s Castle loca-
tion with an open mind, given the some-
what isolated area of its location, deep 
water access, free of rage and extreme 
weather conditions, closeness of dock to 
plant site (very little pipeline needed) and 
a reasonable distance away from our farm-
lands.

It’s never too late to do the right thing.
Bernard Albury
Cherokee Sound
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Dive Shops
Abaco Dive Adventures, Marsh Harbour .............................367-2963
Above & Below, Marsh Harbour ..........................................367-0350
Dive Abaco 1978, Marsh Harbour.....................................  367-2787
Froggies, Hope Town .........................................................  366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay .............................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay ............................................  365-4411
Dive Guana ........................................................................  365-5178
Man-O-War Dive Shop  .......................................................365-6013

 Bikes & Scooters • Boats • Cars & Carts
Rentals * Marsh Harbour

A & P Car Rentals  ............................. 367-2655
B & B Boat Rentals ............................ 367-7368
Bargain Car Rentals ........................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................... 367-3910
Concept Boat Rentals ........................ 367-5570
Power Cat Boat Rentals  ...................................
Quality Star Car Rentals (Texaco) ..... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals   ..................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars  367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals   .......................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  ................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals  ........................ 367-4887

Green Turtle Cay
Bay Street Rentals +  ........ 477-5300  365-4070
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental ...365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................. 365-4084
D & P Cart Rental .............................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals.........................365-4119
New Plymouth Cart Rentals .. 365-4188 or 4149
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................. 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals.............................. 375-8055

Guana Cay
Donna Sands Cart Rentals  ............... 365-5195
Dive Guana Boats & Bikes ................. 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ...................... 354-5175

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals .................. 365-6502
Island Treasures Cart Rentals ........... 365-6072
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals .................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ..357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................... 366-0380
Hope Town Cart Rentals  ................... 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  ........................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals  ............... 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................. 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Adventure on Prozac - Kayak .............365-8749
Alison Car Rent  ................................. 365-8193
Cash’s Carts....................................... 365-8771
Claridge’s Cart Rentals  ..................... 365-8248
Cornish Car Rentals ........................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................... 365-8465
Triple J Car Rentals ........................... 365-8761
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  .............. 365-8749

Sandy Point
Patrick Roberts  .. 366-4286
Nicholas Roberts
Derrick Gaitor
Ferdinand Burrows  366-4133
Vernal Burrows
Kendall White
Anthony Bain  ...... 366-4107
Floyd Burrows  .... 366-4175
Links Adderly  ...... 366-4335
Valentino Lightbourne 
Ricky Burrows  .... 366-4233
  Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ......... 375-8068
Terrance Davis .... 367-4464

    Buddy Pinder .......366-2163
Justin Sands  ...... 367-3526
Danny Sawyer ..... 367-3577
Jay Sawyer  ........ 367-3941

 Man-O-War
David Albury  ....... 365-6059

Bonefi sh Guides Crossing Rocks
   Tony  Russell  .......366-3259

Cherokee
Will Sawyer ............. 366-2177
Marty Sawyer ..........  366-2115
Noel Lowe  ...............366-2107
Randy Sawyer .........366-2284

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury  ...........366-3058

  Hope Town
Maitland Lowe  ........366-0234

  North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ..477-5037
Pope McKenzie .......477-5894
Orthnell Russell  ......365-0125
Alexander Rolle .......365-0120
Edward Rolle  ..........365-0024

  Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer .............365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer  .......365-4070
Jeff Survance  ..........365-4040

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper
             (Based on dinner entree range)
+ Picnic tables &  restroom only   ‡ Provides ride from town

Marsh Harbour
Anglers ...........................$$$ .......   .... 367-2158
Blue Marlin .........................$ ............. 367-2002
Curly Tails ......................$$$ ............. 367-4444
Gino’s .................................$ ............. 367-7272
Golden Grouper    ..............$ ............. 367-2301
Island Cafe .........................$ ............. 367-6444
Jamie’s Place .....................$ ............. 367-2880
Jib Room  .........................$$ ............. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............    ... 367-2615
Mangoes ........................$$$ ............. 367-2366
Pinacle  ..............................$ ............................  
Pop’s Place ........................$ ..... + ..... 367-3796
Sea Shells  .........................$ ............. 367-4460
Snack Shack  .....................$ ..... + ..... 367-4005
Snappas .............................$ ............. 367-2278
Wallys  ............................$$$ ............. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   .....................$$$ ............. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks .......................$ ............. 366-0247        
Harbour’s Edge ...............  $$ ............. 366-0087
H T Harbour Lodge  .......$$$ ............. 366-0095
Munchies   ..........................$ ..... + ..... 366-0423
Sea Spray   ......................$$ ..... ‡ ..... 366-0065

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s......................................... 366-3139

Man-O-War
Hibiscus    .......................................... 365-6380
Island Treats Snack Bar ..................... 365-6501 

Guana Cay
Docksiders .....................$$$ ............. 365-5230
Grabbers ........................$$$ ............. 365-5133
Nippers  ..........................$$$  ............ 365-5143
Orchid Bay .....................$$$ ............. 265-5175

Treasure Cay
Florence’s Cafe  .................$
Coconuts ..............................
Harbour Cafe  ....................$ ............. 365-8635
Hudson’s Delight  ...............$  ............ 365-8648
Spinnaker Restaurant  ...$$$ ............. 365-8469
Touch of Class   .............$$$ ............. 365-8195

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House.....................$$$ ............. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro .............$$ ............. 365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ..........$$$ ............. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill .........$$ ............. 365-4389
Laura’s Kitchen  ...............$$ ............. 365-4287
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ....$$ ............. 365-4625
Plymouth Rock Cafe .......................... 365-4234
Rooster’s Rest  ................$$ .......   .... 365-4066
Sundowners ....................................... 365-4060
Wrecking Tree Restaurant  

Sandy Point
Nancy’s ................................
Pete & Gays   .................$$$  ............ 366-4119
Rickmon Bonefi sh Lodge ................... 366-4477

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Emergency Services
Police - Marsh Harbour                                    367-2560   •      911
B. Electricity Corp       367-2727,   367-2846,   367-4667
Water & Sewerage       475-1499,  475-5518  
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour                                                      367-2000
Fire - Dundas Town                                             367-2935 or 4935
Fire -Hope Town                                                             VHF Ch 16 
Fire - Green Turtle Cay                                                    365-4133 
Fire  - Man-O-War                                                          365-6911
Treasure Cay Fire & Rescue                                              365-9112
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue Assoc - all areas          Marine VHF 16
    Hope Town 366-0500        Marsh Harbour 367-3752  
  Guana Cay     365-5178       Treasure Cay     365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine Marsh Harbour ...367-2295 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic .............367-0020
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ................367-0049
Government Clinic  Marsh Harbour .........367-2510
Corbett Clinic Treasure Cay   ...................365-8288
Government Clinic Cooper‘s Town   .........365-0300
Government Clinic Green Turtle Cay   .....365-4028
Government Clinic Hope Town ................366-0108
Government Clinic Sandy Point   .............366-4010
Government Clinic Fox Town   .................365-2172

Compliments of The Abaconian

www.abaconian.com

Abaco Marinas -   Slips Fuel   Phone
Walker’s Cay

Walker’s Cay - ...................................  Closed 
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ................45....... F ......365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ......32....... F ......365-4271
Black Sound Marina ...15................365-4531
Other Shore Club .......12....... F ......365-4195
Abaco Yacht Service ..10....... F ......365-4033

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina 150 ...... F ......365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  ...26....... F ......365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina 183....... F ......367-2736
Conch Inn ...................75....... F  .....367-4000
Harbour View Marina .36....... F  .....367-2182
Mangoes Marina ........29................367-2366
Marsh Harbour Marina 52       F        367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina .....16................366-0003
Hope Town Hideaways...................366-0224
Lighthouse Marina .......6....... F ......366-0154
Sea Spray ..................60....... F ......366-0065

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ...75....... F ......365-0083

Guana Cay
Orchid Bay .................64 ...... F ......365-5175

Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, 
Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Eco Tours & Kayak rental          475--9616
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour    367-2936
Above & Below • Marsh Harbour          367-0350
Dive Abaco 1978, Marsh Harbour         367-2787 
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay         365-4411
Excursion boat • Froggies • Hope T     366-0024
Adventure on Prozac - T Cay              365-8749

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ........ 367-2266
American Eagle - Miami  ...................................... 367-2231
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud  .......... 367-2095
Continental Connection - Miami
        Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ......................... 367-3415
Regional - Freeport ...............................................................
Sky Bahamas - Nassau ........................................ 367-0446
Southern Air - Nassau .......................................... 367-2498
Twin Air Calypso - Fort Lauderdale  ..................... 367-0140 
Yellow Air Taxi - Ft Lauderdale ............................. 367-0032  
Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Abaco Air .............................................................. 367-2266
Cherokee Air Charters  ......................................... 367-3450

Taxi Cab Fares for one or two passengers 
Plus extra for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:    (effective 22 Dec 08)
Clinic, Downtown, Regattas,    .........................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore, Pelican shore        $15
Spring City                                                                $15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch .........$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ........................................$20
Snake Cay  ......................................................................$35
Casuarina Point ...............................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour............................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .......................................................$90
Crossing Rocks .............................................................$105
Sandy Point  ..................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .....................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Aorport, G Turtle ferry   .............................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort .......................................................$85
Fox Town  ......................................................................$185
• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ..................................$ 5 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern ........................$10

Waiting time X$20 per hour, X$10 per half hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage X$1.00 each over four, Surf boards X$4.00 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective 22 Dec 085 
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ............................................$10
Madeira Park ...................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ....................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort .......................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .....................................................................$45
Black Wood  ....................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ............................................$40
Cedar Harbour  ................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .......................................................................$70
Mount Hope .................................................................... $80
Fox Town  ........................................................................$70
Crown Haven  ..................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  ....................................................$85

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ............................$80

T Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour  ...........................X$65 + $10
T C Hotel to G Turtle Ferry (Blue Hole $24) ........X$18 + $ 5
T C Hotel to Bonefi sh Marles ................................X$22 + $5
T C Hotel to Joe’s Creek  ......................................X$35 + $5
T C Hotel to Moxey  ..............................................X$16 + $5  

Attractions  
Albert Lowe Museum .......................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits .......Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden .......................... Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum ........................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Light Station ...........................................Hope Town
Walk to & swim on Mermaid Reef off M Harb.  ..Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole  .............Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry-  ........................  Little Harbour
Working boatyards ........................................... Man-O-War cay

Pocket beaches • Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
• Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
• Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
• Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour
Miles of beach are generally on ocean exposures 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more
Items of interest • Man-O-War boat yards • Blackwood 
blue hole & sisal mill • Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need 
guide • Hole-in- Wall lighthouse - last mile very rough road • 
Abaco wild horses by appointment 367-4805 • Bird watching - 
ask tourism 367-3067

To Abaco by land and sea from Florida • Take Discovery Cruise 
Line (954-971-7347) from Ft. Lauderdale to Freeport •Bus to McLeans Town • 
Ferry to Crown Haven • Bus, taxi or rental car to Green Turtle Ferry or Marsh 
Harbour •Taxi to Marsh Harbour ferry dock • Ferry to Hope Town, Man-O-War 
or Guana Cay • Its an adventure

Please bring errors & 
revisions to our atten-
tion - Rev  15 Jun 09 

All phones use area code 242 unless noted

Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour > Hope Town 7:15 am   9   10:30   12:15 pm*     2          4        5:45       
 Return                                 8 am    9:45    11:30       1:30 pm*    3   4    5      6:30      
Marsh Harbour > White Sound Contractor’s special - Mon - Fri 7 am      Return 5 pm    
Marsh Harbour > Man-O-War    10:30 am    12:15 pm        2:30*     4          5:45
     Return                  8 am        11:30        1:30 pm  3:15*         5  
Marsh H. > Guana Cay (& Scotland Cay with advance notice) from Conch Inn 
          (6:45am - Union Jack Dock)   10:30  1:30 pm      3:30  5:45*               
 Return      8 am                  11:30              2:30 pm            4:45 5:45         
      Fare  • Adult prepaid oneway $15 / open return $25,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128, 4151 • VHF Ch 16 • Ten minute ride
Green T Cay to Treasure Cay Airport 8 am    9    11    12:15    1:30     3    4:30
T Cay Airport to Green T Cay  8:30 am   10:30   11:30   1:30   2:30   3:30   4:30     5
New Plymouth one way adult $10 (Children $7) • Round trip $15 • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749    VHF Ch 16
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday Lv 12 & returns 4:45 p.m. $25 RT
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Wed 9:30 am, return 4:30 pm   $35 RT 
T Cay to Guana Cay Sunset Cruise - Fr $25 , call for time

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama - 
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah. -Daily  7:00 am  &  2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return          Daily  8:30 am  &  4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries Sandy Point to Nassau under 4 Hr. Call  Sandy Point 366-4119    
or Marsh Harbour 367-5250 for sailing dates •  Adults $95 RT, $55 OW • Cars & trucks   

The Great Abaco Express  Marsh Harbour charter bus to N Abaco • Call 367-2165, Group tours

* Not on 
Sundays

or 
holidays

Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 40 minutes
Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted

Tourism’s People-to-People program 
Be matched with a local person or family with a similar interest such 
as Bird watching, Attending church, Foreign language, School class 
visit, Environmental interest. Marine, Native plants, History, Humane 
Society, etc. This is not a dating service or an offer for a free meal 
or lodging but an opportunity to meet someone locally with similar 
interests. Call Tourism’s Doranell Swain at 367-3067 for more informa-
tion. Email: dswain@bahamas.com

Charter Boats
Lucky Strike - Hope T                               366-0101
Sea Gull - Hope Town                              366-0266
A Salt Weapon - Hope Town                    366-0245
Down Deep                                              366-3143
Local Boy                                                 366-0528
Back Breaker                               365-5140
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By Navardo Saunders
Cherokee Sound Primary School is a 

model school that other schools should 
seek to emulate, District Superintendent 
Lenora Black said during a pride cer-
emony in the W.W. Sands Community 
Center.

In all the times she has visited the 
school, not once has she ever seen any sign 
of disarray. “The grounds and the class-
room are always in immaculate condition. 
The students are sharply dressed. Every-
thing always appears to be in order.”

Mrs. Black commended the two teach-
ers at the school who each teach three 
grades, saying that they are doing an ex-
cellent job. “It’s not easy teaching one 

grade, but here you teach three,” she said 
as she stood in front of the teachers, stu-
dents and parents who attended the Pride 
Ceremony. “That’s remarkable because 
you have to prepare three different lesson 
plans. No easy task, but you get the job 
done and it shows. Hats off to you for a 
job well done.”

Administrator for South Abaco Ben-
jamin Pinder also spoke during the pride 
ceremony. Cherokee Sound Primary 
School reminds him of schools back in 
the day when students were orderly and 
had respect for themselves and each 
other. “You can see pride in everything 

Cherokee Sound School 
holds Pride Ceremony

The students of the Cherokee Sound Primary School invited special guests to share with 
them in the Pride Ceremony. Standing with the students are Administrator Benjamin 
Pinder, Teacher Catherine Owen, Abaco’s Education Superintendent Lenora Black, 
and Principal Michelle Lowe.

Fire destroys nine 
houses in the Mud 

An early morning fire on October 5 destroyed nine houses in the immigrant community 
of the Mud in the center of Marsh Harbour. The Marsh Harbour Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was on the scene within minutes with three trucks. Fire trucks from Bahama Palm 
Shores and Treasure Cay were called, but the fire by that time was under control. The 
area where the fire was located was difficult to access. The trucks had difficulty getting 
in close and even more trouble backing out each time they had to refill the tanks. There 
are no fire hydrants close for a water supply. The roads are just tracks through densely 
built-up shanties. The job was compounded by fences and vehicles parked throughout. 
There were no injuries but about 39 documented people are homeless. Authorities feel 
that this number will go up as some who were not documented will become known. It 
was fortunate that there was no wind that morning.     

Abaco Swim Club holds open water swim race
33 swimmer compete in 5k course 

Thirty-three swimmers competed in the sixth annual Open Water Swim Meet on October 3 held off Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour. 
The 5k triangular course proved challenging to the competitors who came from several communities on Abaco. The competition 
included classes for several age groups as well as a relay class. A 25-meter race was included for young swimmers of the Learn to 
Swim program offered by the Abaco Swim Club. While the race was underway, a squall blew through. Although the rain veered off 
toward Hope Town, the wind picked up and got very bad for about 20 minutes. The race was organized by the Abaco Swim Club 
and was santioned by the Bahamas Swim Fedeation. Other sponsors included  Tourism, Pinder’s Plumbing and Abaco Groceries. 

By Navardo Saunders
From humble beginnings in Dundas 

Town to the chief government representa-
tive in the “Magic City,” Don Cornish has 
risen to one of the highest and most power-
ful offices in the land.

Mr. Cornish, a former Director of the 

Abaco Tourist Office and Local Govern-
ment Manager in Central Abaco, has been 
named administrator for the city of Free-
port and will also take charge of the Office 
of the Prime Minister, replacing Adminis-

Administrator Don Cornish 
is assigned to Freeport 

Please see Cornish                       Page 6

Please see School                        Page  8

By Navardo Saunders
Brian Higgs, competing in boys ages 13 

to 17 category, emerged the overall indi-
vidual winner in the annual 5k Open Water 
Swim Competition at Crossing Beach in 
Marsh Harbour on October 3. He beat out 
eight other competitors in the individual 
category, finishing the 5k triangular race 
course in one hour, 28 minutes and 37 sec-
onds. 

Second overall was Laurence Higgs, the 
lone competitor in the men’s ages 36 and 
over category. He finished in one hour, 45 
minutes and 25 seconds. In third place was 
Solomon Lee, the only other swimmer in 
the boys ages 13 to 17 category. He com-
pleted the race in one hour 51 minutes and 
49 seconds.

Altogether 33 swimmers participated in 
the 5k race that got underway just before 
10 a.m. The water was warm due to the hot 
and humid conditions, much to the delight 
of the swimmers.

Brian Higgs, a member of the Abaco 
Swim Club that organized the swim, led 
from the start to finish in the individual 
category. He was elated with the victory 
saying that next year he would like to shave 
minutes or at least seconds off his time.

Please see Swim race        Page 2
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Three sets of male and female relay 
teams competed with the team of Joshua 
Wong, Brent Cartwright and David Barton 
winning in one hour, 45 minutes and 59 
seconds.

In second were Joshua Lowe, Bill 
Butler and Dale Hill in two hours, three 
minutes and 42 seconds, while the team 
of Jesse Sims, Troy Sims and Nick Sims 
were third in two hours, 28 minutes and 
16 seconds.

The team of Hailey Lee, Analia Lowe 
and Aly Boyce came out on top in two 
hours, seven minutes and 10 seconds. In 
second were Charlie Cash, Samantha Wil-
liams and Sharon in two hours, 13 minutes 
and two seconds. Christina Pyfrom, Maria 

Swim race                From Page 2

Abaco Swim Club holds  6th annual Open Water Swim Race
Silvester and Judy Albury were in third in 
two hours, 14 minutes and 42 seconds.

In addition to the 5k events, there was 
an 8 years and under category competing 
in the 25 meter freestyle and breast stroke 
races. Bradley Pinder was first in the free-
style followed by Josh Hall and Alexis 
Cooke.

Kalea Richard won the breast stroke 
with Tanner Cartwright and Alexis Cooke 
finishing second and third respectively.

The event was sanctioned by the Ba-
hamas Swimming Federation. Organizers 
dubbed the event a success despite a de-
cline in the number of participants.

Following the race the swimmers had a 
variety of great food and danced to a va-
riety of music. A good time seemed to be 
had by all.

By Canishka Alexander
Pre-registration for the swim race held 

on October 3 took place at Snappas Bar 
and Grill on October 2 and continued at 
Crossing Beach on October 3.

Coach Brenda Sawyer of Marsh Har-
bour outlined the individual and relay 
races in the 6th Annual Open Water 
Swim Meet, which incorporated a 5-K or 
3- mile triangular course. The individual 
races were offered for males and females 
ages 12 years and under, 13 to 17, 18 
to 35 and 36 and over. There were male 
and female relay teams and a mixed relay 
comprised of both males and females.

Entry fees were $20 for individuals and 
$45 for a three-person relay team.

Coach Sara Knowles of Hope Town 
said there was a good turnout for the swim 
meet last year, and with a week left be-
fore the meet about 25 people had already 
registered. 

In the past, Coach Knowles said 
they’ve had a broad range of swimmers 
from as young as eight years up to 70 
years old who participated. The children 
she coached in Hope Town had already 
been swimming a mile in preparation for 
the swim meet and were very competitive.

Swim clubs prepare 
for swim meet

These are the winners of the women’s relay teams with the first place winners in the 
center, the second place winners on the left and the third place winners on the right. All 
these swimmers were from Marsh Harbour and Hope Town.  

These are young swimmers from the Learn to Swim program offered by the Abaco Swim 
Club in Central Abaco. They competed in a short 25-meter swim. The success rate of the 
students learning to swim is very high.
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Ph: 242-367-3231  •  Fax: 242-367-3233  •  Cell: 242-577-0553  •  US: 954-586-7603  •  Sea Star Building  •  Marsh Harbour

Capt. Perry Thomas
Realtor, Offi ce Manager

Osbourne Stuart, CRS, CRES, BRI, SVC 
Broker,  Appraiser, President with 21 years experience

Perry Thomas, BRI - Cell 577-0553 
Tina Wells - Cell 475-3669  •  Janet Harding - Cell 577-0284

Call Adler Realty to have your next appraisal done
Rent your apartment or fi nd an apartment to rent. We can help.

Endless Summer #508, Eastern Shores, 2 story, 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms. 210’ water frontage, 80’ 
dock, 6’ low water, 9,000 lb. 
boat lift. Cypress ceiling and in-
terior walls, laundry room, single 
car garage, carport, 15 KW back-

up generator. Reduced from $1,675.000 to $ 1,412,500.00 gross 

Great Business Opportunity #506 A restaurant that is ready to 
go with all the necessary equip-
ment needed to operate this 
lovely building, has sea views, is 
on 100’x120’ lot. 
REDUCED $424,000. 

Triplex in Great Cistern  # 902 Two 2 bedroom 1 bath and one 
1 bedroom 1bath, beautifully land-
scape and furnished. Lot size 17,250 
sq. ft. $350,300 gross

 
Duplex in Central Pines New Listing #903 One 3 bedroom 

2 bathroom and a 2 bedroom 
1 bath apt located in Central 
PInes. Reduced to $241,875 
gross

Home in Murphy Town #782 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath, laudry rm 
with a car port, lot 
size 90x100 on Forest 
Drive. Interior needs 
renovation. $151,200 
gross

New Listing   Home in Casuarina Point #806 less 
than 500 ft off the beach, this 
gorgeous rustic design with a 
flare of elegance, 2 br, 2½ bth, 
living area 14 ft above ground, 
pine wood floors, cypress ceiling, 
open floor plan, a/c, 200 sq ft of 
covered balcony. A perfect beach 

house for someone who enjoys beachcombing or swimming with no crowds. 
Price $349,900 gross

Forest Drive Murphy Town Duplex #810 two 2 bd rm, 
2 bth and a three unit building 
that is 75% completed. Can be 
completed for commerical or as 

a triplex. Price for both places 
$316,400 gross

Visit our other fi ne properties at: www.adlerrealtyltd.com

Marsh Harbour #790 Vacant lot with beautiful walls, huge entrance 
gate with brick pavers at two entranc-
es, landscaped with sprinkler system, 
fresh water from drilled well and two 

small pump & storage houses with elec-
tric power. This lot ready for a beauti-
ful home to be built. $139,200 gross

Dundas Town House and Duplex #786 & 784  Two 2 bed-
room 1 bath apartments and a 
two bed one bth home both for   

$315,000 gross 

Home in Murphy Town #792 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, laundry rm, 
two car garage $330,000

Home Off Forest Drive #778 3 br 2bth home on lot 90x131 
ready to move in $190,400 gross

Duplex #0713 & 0715  2 bedroom, 1 bath and 1 bedroom, 1 bath house 
in Dundas Town $260,000

New Listing Duplex Central Pines # 796 two 2 br, 2 bth 
apts,  beautifully landscaped. 
New building $293,800 gross 

New listing  Home off Forest Drive, Dundas Town 
#798 3 br, 2 bth, laun-
dry rm, tv rm, living & 
dinning rm, single carport 
and covered front porch. 
$299,450 gross

New Listing # 914 Duplex Central Pines two 2 
br,1br brand new never lived in 
$254,250.00 gros

New listing Duplex Marsh Harbour # 800 two 2 br, 
1 bth apts near M&R Food Store $156,600 gross

Triplex #504, one three-bedroom two-bathroom that is 1950 sq ft 
on the top floor and 2 Two-bedroom one-bath apartments on the bottom 
floor, property is 90 x 100 Appraised at $ 440,000 This month sales price 
$434,600 

Sandy Point #510 waterfront 3 bedroom 3 bathroom 2,000 
sq. ft. home with sunken living room, TV room, dining room and large 
kitchen on a lot over 26,000 sq. ft. of land. $265,000

Three Unit Town House #0711 3 two bedroom one bath 
all with beautiful ocean view from upstairs balcony. Property 13,690 
sq. ft. $320,000

Triplex for sale Murphy Town #502  2 one-bedroom, 
one-bath and 1 two-bedroom, one-bath. $145,000 

Reduced oceanfront lot on Tilloo Cay with beach access 
and shared do  ck. Lot size sq ft 0.73 acres 103ft on water and 315 ft. 
Best price on Tilloo Cay, will not last long. Must sell, owner leaving island. 
Further reduced from $278,400 to $175,000 gross

For sale 15 acres of land at Baker’s Heights near 
Leisure Lee off the Treasure Cay Highway. Priced at $450,000, this 
property will go fast. Call today.

For sale three lots located on South Lubbers Quarters in the 
Abaco Ocean Club Estate. Lots number 11, 44, 112. These lots are 
priced individually. 11,022 sf. $88,000 gross     
Lot #44 13,307 sf $98,000 gross     Lot # 112 20,485 sf. $175,000 gross

Two lots 84 ft. x 100 ft. near Treasure Cay, one 
mile northwest of Treasure Cay School. $49,500 each

Best prices in Yellowwood big lots on hillside with views near 

Winding Bay and the Abaco Club 
Lot# 7 G3 size 12,600 s.f. $57,200 gross
Lot # 7 G4 size 12,600 s.f. $57,200 gross

Best prices on vacant lots in Marsh Harbour. 

4 lots 10,286.1 sq. ft. $59,659 each 2 lots 12,086.1 sq. ft. $70,099 
each

4 lots in Murphy Town, water view, across from 
Abaco Block and Concrete, commercial. Sold separately 3 lots $48,614 
each, 1 at $48,730

Central Pines large lot 14,400 sq ft cleared and footing dug 
for a two 2br 2bth apt includes approved plans $34,000 gross

Off Forest Drive lot with Foundation for a 2br/2bth 
house. Price $28,500 gross

Bahama Coral Island lot size 10,066 sq ft corner lot $29,434 
gross

Bahama Coral Island lot size 10,330 sq ft with foundation that 
is 80% finished. $34,200 gross 

Hillside lot with waterviews in Dundas Town #502 
 $18,600 gross

Tina Wells
Sales Agent

Janet Harding 
Realtor®

    
 

SOLD

UNDER 

CONTRACT
New listing Large Vacant lot Central Pines 22,047 sq 
ft. $43,320 gross

UNDER 

CONTRACT

By Canishka Alexander
Leading up to the much-anticipated 6th 

Annual Open Water Swim Meet on Oc-
tober 3, representatives from the Abaco 
Swim Club shared historical and updated 
information about the swim club which has 
undergone changes recently. However, its 
goal of teaching all of its participants to 
swim and giving them the best training has 
remained the same.

Although the club still operates under the 
Bahamas Swimming Federation, Brent Cart-
wright said it is now a formal legal association.

The Abaco Swim Club is also in the 
early stages of designing their own swim-
ming facility, according to Cartwright. 
“We hope in the next two years to have 
a 25 meter by 25 yard certified competi-
tive pool that we will be able to operate 
out of and host national and international 
events,” he said.

Coach Brenda Sawyer described the 
swim programs that are available. The 
Learn to Swim program includes children 
from ages four to 12. Youths aged 13 to 
18 years can participate in the Teen Swim-
ming program that was introduced on the 
first Monday in October. Over the summer 
she said the Adult Learn to Swim program 
was launched and was very successful. 
There is also a competitive swim program 
taught by Coaches Laurence Higgs and 
Ashley Sands. 

Mrs. Sawyer said there are many adult 
coaches as well as junior coaches. “Coach-
ing helps them be a part of their commu-
nity, and they’re teaching other kids to 
swim, which is the goal of the Abaco Swim 
Club,” she added.

All coaches are certified under the Swim 
America program and have received train-
ing in CPR. The programs include more 

than 60 children. “We have almost a 100 
percent success rate in teaching children 
how to swim here on Abaco, and we’re 
very proud of that,” Coach Sawyer said.

Abaco Swim Club offers successful swim programs

By Mirella Santillo
The Abaco Swim Club has recently 

been allocated a parcel of land at Forest 
Heights Academy to build its own facil-
ity. The facility will boast a 25 meter, 
eight-lane pool that will be FINA (Fed-
eration Internationale de Natation Ama-
teur) certified and a shallow pool for the 
Learn to Swim Program as well as cov-
ered bleachers for spectators. A building 

Swimming pool for Central 
Abaco will be a reality

will house locker rooms, bathrooms, a 
conference room for dry-land training 
and seminars, a concession stand and a 
reception area. 

The Abaco Swim Club board mem-
bers are excited about the new project 
and are looking forward to offering the 
public a broader variety of programs for 
individuals and schools.

She encouraged interested persons to 
visit http://abacoswimclub.com for more 
information about the Abaco Swim Club.
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(242) 365-8587 Ph/Fax

“NEW” STORAGE UNITS, centrally located in   
 Treasure  Cay town centre. Storage units come   
 in assorted sizes for boats, cars, golf carts and   
 ”stuff.”                EXC.  Starting at $25,000 FGS

CONDOMIUM DEVELOPMENTS
 1. CARLETON LANDING 
  Prestigious Canal Front Development offering  
   Carriage House units in blocks of four plus  
      individual cottages. Both offer docks/ boat   
    slips as well as golf cart or car garages. 
    Prices start at $680,000 + 14%

 2. NEW LUXURY WATERFRONT CONDOS   
  WITH DOCKS!
   “PINEAPPLE POINT RESORT” - Luxury   
   gated community - Treasure Cay’s newest   
   waterfront development. 2 bed/ 2 bath   
   and 3 bed/ 3 bath condos with availability   
   of private boat slips. Pre-construction price  
   starting at $529,000 net (plus closing   
   costs). MUST SEE! Great investment oppor-  
   tunity and a great location in Treasure Cay! 

 3. THE COTTAGES 
   Now the newest oceanfront development   
   on Treasure Cay beach comprising 10 
   individual luxury units 
               Starting at $900,000 + 12% closing

 4. BAHAMA BEACH CLUB 
  Luxury condominium project on Treasure   
  Cay Beach. 3 bed / 3 bath / Den / Lanai / on-  
  site pool and many other features          
             Starting at $907,500 Plus 14% closing

 5. ROYAL POINCIANA TOWNHOUSES
   On-site pool and tennis, newly completed   
   luxury  townhouse units directly on   
   Treaure Cay each totalling 3 bed/ 4 1/2   
   baths plus loft bedroom/ den 
    Ground floor - garage, 2 bed/ 2 bath with  
    ocean front patio
    First floor - open concept living / dining/  
    kitchen plus master bedrom suite, all   
    ocean views with patio/ balcony
    Loft - bedroom/ den with ocean view   
                    MLS  $2,075,000 + 7.5% Closing

 6. PALM BAY DEVELOPMENT Unit #3
  4 bed/ 3½ bath fully furnished Town   
   House with garage and boat slip with 20’   
   beam. Located at Palm Bay Development   
   2,000 +/- sq. ft. $907,500 EXC

  Anchorage Estates Multi-family Lots 128’   
   water front, 22,448 sq. ft. Good investment 
   Price $474,000 EXC

STORAGE / GARAGE UNIT, 21’ 6” deep, 11’ 8”
      wide. Listed for a quick sale at the low price of
                                                  $29,750.00 EXC

MARINA VIEW VILLA
 Recently completed delightful villa with great   
  marina view and access. Modern 2 bed/ 2   
  bath CBS fully furnished home, 1020 sq.   
  ft. plus porches and garden area. Must see to   
  appreciate.                    FGS $479,000 EXC

TEASURE LANDING
 Unit #4 Upstairs 3 bed/2bath fully furnished,   
 direct beach access. Good rental investment   
                                  EXC. $514,250 FGS

MARINER’S COVE 
 Townhouse condos with on- site tennis, heated   
 pool, office, laundry
 Marina view, 2 bed/ 1 1/2 bath, fully furnished,   
  never rented, extra feathures.
                        MUST SEE  FGS $295,000 
  Marina view, 2 bed/ 2 bath and unit - fully   
  furnished- storm shutters- good rental 
  potential            $271,500  + 7.5% closing
    Marina view, 2 bed/ 1 1/2 bath fully, furnished
       including garage plus vehicle. Good rental
       potential.                         EXC $300,000 FGS

ROYAL PALM 
 Canal front condos with on site tennis and pool
  2 bed / 2 bath lower unit marina view.   
   Good rental income           EXC $526,350 

  2 bed/ 2 bath lower unit with marina view.   
   12 ft. boat slip with 12,000 lb. lift. Never   
   rented.                       EXC $655,950 FGS

  2 bed/ 2 bath lower unit with marina view,   
     12’ boat slip          $425,000 +7.5% EXC 

TREASURE HOUSE
 Ocean front luxury octagonal units with lagoon/  
 pool/waterfall. Good rental potential. 
  Unit #7 Two storey 2 bed/ 2 bath home.   
                     MLS $545,000 + 7.5% closing
  Unit #9 two storey 2 bed/ 2 bath home
               EXC $450,000 FGS

BAHAMA BEACH CLUB
Resale condos available in first completed project.   
 Ready to go. Both units never rented but definite  
 potential. MUST SEE PROPERTIES.
  Downstairs unit 3 bed / 2 bath with den/  
  optional 4th bed. Completely and tastefully   
  furnished with many extra features including   
  garage and Ford Taurus    $785,000  + 14%

ATLANTIS
 Canal front condo with on-site pool. Bldg 4.   
  downstairs, 2 bed, 2 bath, totally redone, 12’   
  wide slip. $459,675.00 + 7.5% closing EXC

OCEAN VILLA SUBDIVISION
  Second row beach with direct ocean access.   
  Great view. 2 bed / 2 bath, many special   
  features. MUST SEE         EXC. $460,000 FGS

GALLEON BAY ESTATES
 “Gramling House” newly built, 2 storey home   
  located on Galleon Bay canal with a 45’   
  dock. Upper level has 4 bed/ 2 bath. Open   
  living/ dining/ kitchen. Lower level has 2   
  bed/ 1 bath, laundry room pl us covered 
  open boat/ car storage  MUST  SELL
  VERY MOTIVATED SELLER    EXC $790,000 

 “Fish Tales” unique canal front 3 bed / 3 bath   
  home on 2 full lots, 180’ waterfront with 118’  
  serviced dock, deep water, great for larger   
  boat.  MUST SEE!    MLS$1,725,000 + 7.5%

LEEWARD BEACH ESTATES
 “Trident”/”Turquoise Seas” You cannot be more  
  “on the beach” than in this special home.   
  Offering 3 bed / 3 1/2 bath in the main house  
  with detached garage / bed / bath / attic plus   
  storage. Vast deck oceanside with widow’s   
  walk. WOW!  
                  MLS $1,999,000 + 7.5% closing 

 “Cross Winds” Split level CBS home extra large   
  lot across from 2 beach greenways. Private.   
  Master bed/ bath suite upstairs. Lower level 2  
  bed / 2 bath, cozy living room/ kitchen/   
  dining/ utility. Apartment annex 1bed/ 1   
  bed, living kitchen, enclosed patio. Plus! Plus!  
  Plus!           MLS $755,000 + 7.5% closing

 “Surf Shack” This CBS totally renovated two-  
  storey luxury modern home is located on a  
  large corner lat in the prestigious area of Lee  
  ward Beach and Sunrise Point. Both levels   
  include 4 bed / 3 1/2 bath plus above ground  
  pool with wrap around deck. many, many   
  more features, i.e. hurricane shutters and   
  generator. “A definite must see!” 
                                    $1,403,600 EXC  
WINDWARD BEACH ESTATES
 “Dream Point” Special CBS split level home   
  located on a corner lot near “The Point” with   
  two choices of direct beach access. Upper   
  level has master bedroom with ensuite bath   
  plus two guest bdrooms and bath. On the   
  split level there is the main entry into a large   
  open living/dining area, modern well 
  equipped kitchen. All rooms open onto a   
  wrap-around partially covered deck overlook  
  ing the garden. Ground level has an extra
  large garage/ workshop with lots of storage.
                                        EXC. $996,300 FGS

ROCK POINT
 Apartment four-plex, 2 storey CBS building,   
  each level has 2  full apartments with 2 bed,   
  1 bath, living/dining/kitchen. Great rental   
  investment.  MUST SEE! EXC.  $400,000 FGS

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY

 6.667 acres on the highway between Treasure   
  Cay Resort and Treasure Cay airport. Running  
  from highway north to the sea of Abaco. 180’  
  on water front and 165’ roadside, 1500’ road  
  to water. Prime property that can be subdivid
  ed, commercial and housing/condos or   
  subdivided into lots, commercial and residen  
  tial                                 $833,375 FGS, EXC 

Treasure Cay Properties - Offered by Treasure Cay Specialists
For details and pictures visit our web page at http://www.treasurecayrealestate.com

VACANT LOTS AVAILABLE
 • Ocean front properties
  Casuarina Beach/Ocean Blvd.
         Sand Piper Beach
  Sunrise Point Beginning at $1,250,000 FGS
 • Canal Front        Beginning at $350,000 FGS
 • Rock Point Waterfront, bulkheaded                             
                        Beginning at $430,000 FGS   
 • Golf Course / Interior 
                               Beginning at $60,000 FGS

ABBREVIATION CODE
EXC - Exclusive listing  
FGS  - Full gross or all-inclusive price  
MLS - Multiple Listing, list price plus buyer’s closing

Treasure Cay has one of the world’s best Beaches, Golf Course, Tennis, full service Marina, just naming a few amenities.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information

We not only sell here, we live here and love it. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box AB22183, Treasure Cay, Abaco, Bahamas     E-mail: info@treasurecayrealestate.com  

SOLD

SOLD

Summer Special   -  All Single Family Lots 7% off
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trator Alexander Williams and Parliamen-
tary Secretary Sammy Gardiner. The Ad-
ministrator’s Office and the Office of the 
Prime Minister will be amalgamated for 
the first time, Mr. Cornish said.

Mr. Cornish, who spent the last four 
months in the Berry Islands and North An-
dros learning the roles and responsibilities 
of an administrator under the tutelage of 
Senior Deputy Administrator Dr Huntley 
Christie, began the transition to Freeport 
on October 5 and will officially assume 
responsibility for the Office of the Prime 
Minister and Administrator’s office on Oc-
tober 13th and 19th.

He talked about the training that has 
prepared him for his new assignment. 
“The training involved all the major areas 
of government - the Ministry of Finance, 
Treasury, Auditing, Customs, Licensing, 
Hotel Licensing and much more. He will 
be the main representative for the govern-
ment in the district. He will handle all the 
government’s administrative duties. And 
in the event that a government department 
is having challenges that prevents it from 
carrying out its duties, he will have to step 
in and do what is necessary to help solve 
the problems and see to it that the depart-
ments function like they should. 

He will also act as a lay magistrate. Ad-
ministrators can hear certain cases, so they 
have responsibility to hold court and they 
act as Justices of Peace, so they execute 
legal documents. These are the kinds of 
things administrators have responsibility 
for, depending on the district. Some dis-
tricts vary from others. We have second 
and third schedule districts. The larger is-
lands are mostly second schedule districts 

Cornish                              From Page 1
and the ad-
m i n i s t r a -
tors have 
more on 
their plate. 
Freeport is 
considered a 
third sched-
ule district. 
The third 
s c h e d u l e 

districts often do not have as much on their 
plate because they have less townships, 
government boards and committees to deal 
with.”

Mr. Cornish called the training in Berry 
Islands and North Andros interesting and 
rewarding. “We ended up catching an al-
ligator. It was the second one loose on the 
island and now I hear there is a third one. 
There is a legend about two alligators that 
were brought in years ago as pets. Officials 
refused them entry and the owners alleg-
edly dumped them in the ocean. Of course, 
they matured and one of them was caught 
about seven years ago. This other one was 
out there and was making itself quite at 
home with the ducks and some other birds 
on the golf course. So we had to bring in 
some tractors to catch him, He was caught 
on Independence Day. And I understand he 
was good eating, I didn’t get any of the 
meat even though the government paid 
substantially for the gator to be caught.” 
The gator was seven feet long and as for 
reports that there is another one out there 
that’s bigger, he noted, that officials are 
closely monitoring the area and are ready 
to spring into action if necessary.

Mr. Cornish called the Berry Islands a 
jewel, saying it has some of the most beau-
tiful beaches and landscapes of anywhere 

in the country. It is an under-emphasized 
tourist market with two major cruise lines 
bringing about half a million visitors annu-
ally to Great and Little Sturrup Cays.

“The time I spent in the Berry Island 
was most fulfilling because I had a hands-
on role. I was the only person there repre-
senting central government. I had to hold 
court three times a week. That was the most 
unpleasant part of the work for me, espe-
cially having to see so many young men 
being charged with mainly minor offenses. 
I did have an opportunity to do that and 
much of the other work on a micro level. 
North Andros was as equally rewarding I 
had an opportunity to work with the com-
mittees and accounts. The time was pretty 
short though, seven weeks. It was different 
from the kind of committees that I usually 
work with simply because you don’t have 
the kind of structure you have here in Aba-
co for instance. There is a lot of pioneering 
that needs to be done like bringing the infra-
structure up to the future. 

“But the potential is phenomenal when 
you think of the amount of available land and 
resources. I think they have some impedi-
ments like the airport, which was burned by 
fire twice and damaged in a hurricane. It is 
not up to standard. They don’t have interna-
tional flights which is a major setback. And 
the port at Morgan’s Bluff needs a major 
upgrade. It is well suited for cruise ships but 
major work has to be carried out.”

Mr. Cornish, who has a bachelor’s de-
gree in English and is only a few credits 
short of a masters in Public Administra-
tion, described the Freeport assignment as 
monumental. “There is an amalgamation 
taking place so as you can imagine that is 
going to mean moving a lot of people not 
only physically, but duties and tasks have 

to be reassigned. It’s going to be an in-
teresting culture. Change is not something 
that Bahamians like.”

He said when he got the call that he 
had been assigned to Freeport he became 
numb. “In fact, I’m still numb,” he said. 
“Because you know what happened? I was 
in a training session and one of my col-
leagues said to me, ‘Oh, did you get your 
phone call?’ At that point everybody was 
asking questions because when the gov-
ernment made the decision to reassign 
the administrators, everyone was curious. 
You can imagine there was a large group 
of administrators, and there was a lot of 
talk about who was replacing who. Who 
is being sent home? There was this tension 
because you have administrators already, 
and you have this new group coming in. 
Initially, I heard I was going somewhere 
else. I just dismissed it because I didn’t 
have a letter and I hadn’t gotten a phone 
call from the undersecretary or the perma-
nent secretary or anybody else. So I waited 
and I waited and I waited and finally the 
phone call came. 

“Obviously, it’s going to mean innova-
tive thinking because Grand Bahama is in 
a fragile condition economically. It means 
that you have to look carefully at every 
situation and see what the needs are and 
be responsive. But it’s a part of what we 
should expect because we’re administra-
tors and the job presents challenges, and 
you have to respond to your challenges. 
Obviously, the economy has not been kind. 
So we have to make some assessments and 
put plans in place to soften the blow from 
the economic downturn and make things 
better for the people of that city.”

Local gets choice administrator’s assignment

Please see Cornish                      Page  7

Don Cornish
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Reflecting on how far he’s come, Mr. 
Cornish, the son of a mason and teacher, 
said he came from humble beginnings, but 
always had big dreams. Growing up he 
could have got involved in the drug trade 
which was very popular because it was an 
easy way to make lots of money quickly. 
But he turned to sports instead. “I’m a 
sports lover to the core,” said Mr. Cornish, 
who is serving his fourth term as president 
of the Bahamas Volleyball Federation. “I 
played sports - volleyball, basketball - in-
stead of getting into negative things.”

He also joined the Rotary Club, a ser-
vice organization whose motto is Service 
Above Self. “I never see my time as my 
personal time,” he said. “I have people 
ask why I am so involved in sports. I think 
sports is the best teaching tool. It teaches 
discipline and teamwork which are very 
important in order to be successful in other 
aspects of life.”

He hopes to serve as an inspiration for 
young Bahamian males, many of whom 
have turned to a life of crime and violence. 
“I want them to look at me and say this 
small town boy rose up and became a lead-
er in his community, his island and now the 
country,” he said. “I want them to say if he 
can do it, I can.” 

By Navardo Saunders
Abaco has sent more money to the Pub-

lic Treasury than Freeport in recent years, 
according to an official from the Treasury 
Department. Donna Delancy, Deputy 
Treasurer, did not know the exact figures, 
but Abaco has surpassed Freeport, the sec-
ond most populated island in the country.

Abaco also has the second busiest air-
port in the country with only Sir Lynden 
Pindling International Airport in New 
Providence having more flights arriving 
and departing daily, according to the Civil 
Aviation Department.

The fact that Abaco has taken the lead in 
both areas has a growing number of Aba-
conians appealing  to the government to 
do more for Abaco. Many residents here 
say it is high time that Abaco gets at least 
a mini-hospital and the roads and other in-
frastructure are better maintained.

At a recent town meeting held at New 
Vision Ministries to discuss the BEC 
power plant that was being constructed at 
Wilson City, one resident pointed out that 
even though Abaco has been pumping mil-
lions of dollars into the Public Treasury for 
years the island has gotten little in return.

Looking at Prime Minister and North 
Abaco MP Hubert Ingraham, who was 
seated in the audience at the meeting, the 
resident accused this government and the 
PLP administrations of neglecting Abaco. 
“You want to put a new bunker C fuel 
power plant here, you want tourists to 
come here. We now have the second busi-
est airport in the country, but yet we have 
no hospital, the roads are in terrible condi-
tion, it’s ridiculous,” the resident fumed.

That resident is not the only one who has 
accused both governments of neglect. A 
growing number of residents are frustrated 
with the conditions of the roads, which in 
many instances have large potholes which 
drivers have to avoid so that their vehicles 
won’t get destroyed.

One resident, who wished not to be 
named, said it is a disgrace the number of 
large potholes that are in the roads right in 
the middle of town. “It’s dangerous driving 
with so many holes in the road,” the resi-
dent said. “People don’t want to destroy 
their vehicles so they do what they have to 
even if it means driving recklessly.”

Both governments have promised to 

construct a mini-hospital for Abaco, but 
none has made good on that promise.

Some visitors to the island have written 
on TripAdvisor.com that while Abaco is 
beautiful and the people are nice, it is dis-
appointing that there is no hospital on the 
island. “It’s a great place, but it’s scary be-
cause there is no hospital,” a couple from 
Michigan wrote. 

Government officials have said repeat-
edly that due to the economic recession, 
all major capital projects have been put on 
hold. 

But as one resident pointed out major 
road improvement projects continue in 
Nassau. “We get treated like second class 
citizens,” said the resident, who wished not 
be named. “It was happening from the time 
the first PLP government was in power and 
it is happening with this government. Look 
at the runway at the airport. To this day it’s 
still inoperable. It’s ridiculous.”

Residents say they will continue to peti-
tion for a mini-hospital. Meanwhile, work-
men have begun to patch the holes in the 
roads following a huge public outcry.

Abaco is moving toward being number twoCornish                     From Page 6

Hints for Helping Our
Environment

Water Conservation
• Replace part of your lawn 
area with plants and shrubs. 
They will use less water and 
will require less mainte-
nance.
• Use a manual lawn mower.
• A  gas mower used 40 hours 
a year pollutes the environ-
ment more than 12 cars drv-
ing 12,000 miles in a year.
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demonstrated how they take pride in them-
selves. Students in grades four to six, recit-
ed their winning pride compositions. They 
gave credit to their teachers for instilling 
pride in them and for a new water fountain 
that was recently installed. 

Abaco Central High 
students beautify school 

By Samantha V. Evans
When you pass Abaco Central High 

School you will see a beautifully painted 
mural on the entrance wall of the school. 
This project was started at the end of last 
school year by the previous grade twelve 
students before their exams began.  The 
present grade twelve students, enthusiastic 
by the work started by their predecessors, 
are completing the project. On September 
26th grade 11 and 12 art students were at 
the front wall of the school working dili-

gently to complete their masterpiece. On 
the inside of the gate grade twelve students 
were busy cleaning the school grounds, 
moving items from the office to class-
rooms, mowing the lawn and painting the 
steps of the security booth as a part of 
their community service requirements for 
graduation. The students are being led by 
art teacher Stacia Pitt. Principal Vanessa 
James and vice principal Kevin Hepburn 
lent their support and assisted with the 
movement of items. Also around the school 
grounds motivational messages are posted 
to help to get students in a positive frame 
of mind for learning. Principal James re-
ported that they have a very professional 
group of teachers on staff that is committed 
to excellence. She is sure that this school 
year will be excellent; far exceeding the 
great accomplishments of last school year.  

Central Abaco Primary  
gets new playground 

By Samantha V. Evans
At the end of last school year, the PTA 

Board of Central Abaco Primary School 
donated a swing set to the school. The 
presentation was made to the principal by 
the vice president of the Board Mrs. Jackie 
Robbins, who filled in for the president. 
The swing set was purchased from a fund 
raiser (gospel concert) held by the Board 
earlier in the school year.

TEAM is piloted at two 
Abaco schools 
By Samantha V. Evans

Tourism Education Awareness Module 
(TEAM) was introduced in two schools 

you do,” he said. “You can see that you 
use the trash cans. You can see it in your 
uniforms. It’s not like some of the other 
schools where the boys’ pants sag below 
their waists, revealing their underwear. 
It’s sloppy and its disorderly.” 

He told the students that when they 
leave Cherokee Sound Primary for the 
bigger schools, they must take with them 
the pride that has been instilled in them. 
“You must be the leader in this respect,” 
he said. “You let them see that rubbish is 
for trash bins and clothes should be neat, 
hair combed, teeth brushed. You show 
them how they ought to keep themselves 
and their surroundings.”

During the ceremony various presen-
tations on pride were performed by the 
students. Students in grades one and two 

School News 

School                                 From Page 1

Please see School                        Page  9

Students of Abaco Central High School have been working on improving their campus. 
They are shown painting a mural under the iron grill at the entrance to the school. Other 
students cleaned the grounds, mowed the grass and did painting. This work counts toward 
their community service requirement for graduation.  

The PTA of Central Abaco Primary School raised funds with a gospel concert to purchase 
playground equipment for the students. It has proved to be very popular.



October 15, 2009        The Abaconian        Section B     Page 9

Man-O-War Hardware
Non-Corrosive Hardware

An Extensive Selection of
Brass, Stainless & Monel

Bolts, Nails & Screws
Hinges & Barrel Bolts

Stainless Steel
Hurricane Clips

#1 Lumber
Plain & Pressure Treated

Pine, Fir, Cypress
Teak & Mahogany

Interior, Exterior
& Marine

PLYWOOD

For quotes or information
Call Walter Sweeting l Arthur Elden

Man-O-War Cay, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 365-6011 l  Fax (242) 365-6039

this school year as a pilot program. The 
schools are Central Abaco Primary School 
and Treasure Cay Primary School. Dush-
inka Roberts, trainer for the Ministry of 
Tourism Abaco office, is spearheading the 
program. 

TEAM is a program designed by the 
Ministry of Tourism in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Education and the Bahamas 
Hotel Association to heighten students un-
derstanding of tourism and the role it plays 

in the national economy. This will help 
them be cognizant of how important it is 
to be courteous and kind to each other, to 
our visitors and to serve with professional 
pride and dignity. Students will be able to 
identify the choices of career opportunities 
available to them and the institutions that 
play a role in tourism training. 

It was formed in 1994 to heighten the 
awareness of the vital role of tourism in 
The Bahamas for students in grades 6 to 
10. It is a nine-module program with each 
session designed to last for approximately 

one hour. The duration of the program 
is normally ten weeks with quizzes being 
given for each module and a final exam on 
the completion of all the modules. 

The students are taken on a field trip, 
a tea party at a local restaurant to climax 
the program. Incentives are offered to stu-
dents who score 70 percent or above on 
the final test given. They will be awarded 
certificates and the top three will be given 
trophies. The programs began in mid-Sep-
tember and will run until November. The 
students will receive their incentives at a 
school assembly soon after the completion 
of the program.

Boys Reading 
Challenge is launched 
The Boys Reading Challenge was 

launched at Central Abaco Primary School 
on October 1st under the theme Making 
Manners Matter. Coordinator of the chal-
lenge, Samantha Evans, stated that the ob-
jective of the program is to improve the 
reading and writing skills of students in 
grades 4 to 6 so that they can reach their 
God-given potential. 

The rules of the reading challenges have 
changed to make the program more chal-
lenging so that they can improve their read-
ing. For the past four years the students 
were allowed to read any book related to 
the theme given. The rules as revised are 
as follows: the students will be required to 
read chapter books only, they must apply 

language skills such as main idea, infer-
ences, and drawing conclusions, they must 
complete a revised book report that must 
be signed by a parent, they must be written 
in the child’s own hand and information 
written on book reports must be related to 
theme given. Registration for the challenge 
was held the last two weeks of September 
at which time 99 interested boys signed 
up..

Also during this month, the 3-in-1 chal-
lenge will be held for boys in grades 1 to 
3. When this challenge was launched three 
years ago, the students had to draw a pic-
ture related to the theme and submit it to 
the committee. The rules for this challenge 
have changed as well with the parents 
playing a greater role. Additionally, the 
students will be required to read grade out 
loud appropriate books with minimal er-
rors to their teacher and committee mem-
bers. The students to read the most books 
at their grade level will be rewarded. All 
students to read at least one book will re-
ceive a certificate of participation. Stu-
dents who excel will receive special prizes 
and surprises. The awards ceremony is in-
tended to take place on November 16th at 
the school.

School                                 From Page 8

More School News 

Frank Knowles 
Hope Town 

242-577-0339 

DDDDDonna M. DarvilleDonna M. Darville
Marsh HarbourMarsh Harbour
242-367-7653242-367-7653

The Abaco Real Estate Specialists!

donna@paradisebahamas.com frank@paradisebahamas.com                

Shop our lisings online at

www.ParadiseBahamas.com 

Call us for all your property sales and rental needs

Island Shutters
Serving All of Abaco

Call 242-475-3632  -  Treasure Cay
www.abacoshutter.com

Installed by Drexco Enterprises - Drexel Bootle, owner

Shutter Experts - Direct Factory Connection

Please see School          Page  10Dushinka Roberts of the Abaco Tourist office is introducing primary school students to 
the importance of tourism in our economy. The program Tourism Education Awareness 
is a nine-week program offered at the Central Abaco Primary School shown here and the 
Treasure Cay Primary School. 
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ECONOMIC STIMULUS
PACKAGE 2009

RENT A BOAT
FOR ONE DAY

Second day is FREE!!
We have Kayak, Fishing 

Rods and Snorkel Set
FOR RENT

Other discounts are available
CONACT US FOR DETAILS

*Some restrictions apply

Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 366-0023
Fax: (242) 366-0189

Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 367-5460
Fax: (242) 367-2516

VHF 16
www.seahorseboatrentals.com

Complimentary Pick Up & Delivery

School holds Back 
  to School Night  

By Samantha V. Evans
Every year Central Abaco Primary 

School holds a Back to School Night for 
parents to meet their child’s teacher and 
to be appraised of the expectations of the 
school for the year. On September 28th 
the school administrators provided parents 
with an opportunity to do just that. Prin-
cipal Eunice Mills gave the school rules 
and told them that the school day starts 
at 8:45 a.m. as she has noticed that many 
students have been coming to school at 9 
a.m. which means that they are late. She 
reminded the parents to be courteous to 
each other as they drop of their children in 
the mornings by not blocking the gate and 
stopping in the middle of the drive way. 
They will learn more about the schools ex-
pectation as the year progresses. As usual 
safety is an issue at the school as hundreds 
of children attend. They will no longer be 
allowed to visit teachers during instruction 
time and they will have to drop off lunches 
at the office and not take them to the class.

Senior Master Leroy Thompson told the 
parents that they cannot drive in the school 

School                       From Page 9
yard after school as a safety precaution so 
he would like them to comply. He further 
told them that they must stop at the office 
before proceeding to the classrooms. All 
parents were given an information packet 
that had all of the school rules, mission 
statement, goals and expectations.

When the parents visited the classrooms, 
they learned the class rules and expecta-
tions; they were informed of grade level 
field trips and text books their child needs. 
Some teachers spoke about the healthy pre-
cautions needed because of the H1N1 flu 
danger and asked parents to send hand san-
itizers and wipes to school for their child. 
Behavior is always a topic of discussion so 
parents were asked to speak to their child 
about respect and following school rules to 
avoid getting into trouble.

October is Drug Free 
Schools Month 
By Samantha V. Evans

Sandy Edwards, Education Officer with 
the Department of Education Abaco is 
spearheading the Drug Free School cam-
paign. Packages were sent to all of the 
schools on Abaco giving them informa-
tion on this initiative. The Bahamas Na-
tional Drug Council and the Ministry of 
Education are working together to promote 

Check out The Abaconian online at
www.abaconian.com 

Drug Free Schools. Their intention is to 
strengthen the drug prevention education 
programs within the school system. To do 
this they held several workshops and semi-
nars over the summer. 

All school principals were sent infor-
mation to help them launch the program 
at their respective schools. The program, 
even though it has a specific message, will 
help students to develop their self esteem 
while they receive incentives and awards if 
they participate in the motto/logo competi-
tion. Schools are encouraged to also allow 
students to express their views on the topic 
via questionnaires, drawing comic strips 
about substance abuse, having special as-
semblies, developing a motto for their 
school to promote Drug Free Schools or 
having a fun day with community partners 
including the Royal Bahamas Police Force. 

The motto/logo competition is open to 
students at the fourth through ninth grade 
levels and the top artwork can be sent to 
Nassau to compete with entrants from all 
over The Bahamas. The winning motto/
logo will be affixed on the Bahamas Na-
tional Drug Council’s t-shirt. The rules for 
this competition were sent to all schools. 
Various modules for teaching about stay-
ing drug free and the Focus on Youth 
program were also sent to all schools for 
implementation during this month.

More School News 
Twenty species of birds 

spotted during bird watch
By Canishka Alexander

The bird watching walk scheduled for 
September 26 from the Friends of the En-
vironment office was an abbreviated one. 
Reg Patterson was the leader for the walk 
and he was joined by Barbara Foreman and 
two teachers from Every Child Counts: 
Marsden and Melanie Lawley. They iden-
tified 20 species of birds

According to Anita Knowles, office 
manager at Friends, the bird watching trips 
takes place once a month and are open to 
veteran and amateur birders of all ages. 
The group goes on four to six-hour trips 
and generally ends their bird watching 
around mid-day.

Friends recommends a pair of binocu-
lars, a field guide for your area, a small 
notebook and pen to record what you see, 
a hat and water bottle for this popular out-
door activity.

Bird watching teaches bird identifica-
tion as well as the environmental benefit 
of birds. The observation of recreational 
bird watchers contribute to the scientific 
knowledge and conservation of birds in 
The Bahamas.

In December Friends participates in an 
annual Audobon Christmas Bird Count and 
separate counts are collected for North and 
South Abaco.
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2, 3,4 & 5 Bedroom
Beachfront Rentals

Treasure Cay, Abaco, Bahamas
Phone: 242-365-8500  Fax: 242-365-8501

www.BahamaBeachClub.com

Toll Free Reservations:

800-563-0014

18 Hole Golf Course, Tennis, Boat Rentals,
Scuba, Island Tours, Shopping & More!

“Best Beach
in the Caribbean”

Caribbean Travel & Life Magazine

Out Islands Finest Vacation Homes
Waterfront Properties • New Marina

Rentals & Sales

1 Purple Porpoise Place
Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas

Chris & Peggy Thompson, Proprietors
Phone 242-366-0224 • Fax 242-366-0434

Cherokee Sound
By Lee Pinder

School News
When school opened this year there 

were two new students starting Cherokee 
Primary School, Nathan Carroll and Rob-
ert Lightbourne. Dre Hepburn graduated 
from 6th grade and is now attending high 
school in Marsh Harbour. 

A group of our children from grades 3 and 
4 took part in the Friends of the Environment 
Keep Abaco Beautiful Awards Ceremony 
with a choral piece. They did an excellent 
job and we are very proud of them.

Fire Safety Month was held in Septem-
ber with an in school fire safety session 
with a very informative video, discussion 
and interaction on the internet. The local 
Fire Chief visited and conducted an emer-
gency evacuation. He could tell the chil-
dren had been brushing up on fire safety 
from their responses and questions. Sur-
prise drills will be conducted throughout 

the school year to better our evacuating 
the building. We are also having a casual-
clothes day to collect donations for the Ca-
suarina Fire Department.  

September is National Pride Month. 
Cherokee Primary School hosted a Pride 
in our School ceremony on September 30. 
The children focused on pride in them-
selves and pride in their school.

Some of the students are gearing up for 
an October field trip to Grand Bahama 
which sounds as if it will be both educa-
tional and fun. The trip will emphasize so-
cial studies and the sciences. The students 
will visiting Ben’s Case, go out on a glass 
bottom boat, a visit the oil refinery, a plas-
tics factory, a perfume factory and Garden 
of the Groves. For fun they will go bowl-
ing and to the movies.

The students individually will have stalls 
at the upcoming community Yard Sale in 
order to raise their own expense money for 
the trip.

South Abaco News 

Parents and friends of the Cherokee Sound Primary School students support the school. 
They are shown here at the Pride Ceremony in the W.W. Sands Community Center, the 
derelict original school building that the town renovated to make into a community center. 

By Canishka Alexander
After attending the Natural History 

Symposium in San Salvador several years 
ago, two Directors of Friends of the En-
vironment enthusiastically returned to 
Abaco to share what they had learned. 
According to Friends’ office manager 
Anita Knowles, they were excited and 
bubbling over. A few months after that 
trip, the Abaco Science Alliance Confer-
ence was formed and is held during even 
years. The fourth biennial Abaco Science 
Alliance Conference will take place on 
January 7-10, 2010, opening with a re-
ception on that Thursday.

Mrs. Knowles said the formation of 
the conference was based on a need to 
bring scientists who do research in The 
Bahamas together so they can share the 
results of the research they have gath-
ered.

Presentations cover different facets of 
the marine and terrestrial environment. 
Previously, there have been presenta-
tions on bonefish, parrots and lionfish. 
At past conferences, there have generally 

been 13 presenters who deliver 20-min-
ute presentations with 10 minutes re-
served for questions and comments. The 
conference covers a day and a half begin-
ning on Friday followed by a half day on 
Saturday. Participants are encouraged to 
submit  poster presentations, which are 
displayed at the conference.

However, the conference goes beyond 
the dissemination of information. It al-
lows scientists to network. 

High school students are allowed to 
attend at no cost. “The conference is 
geared toward layman and high school 
students,” Knowles explained. “You 
never know what will come out of the 
interaction at the conference.”

The presenters come from near and 
far and consist of scientists and college 
students representing many colleges and 
universities, the Nature Conservancy and 
the College of The Bahamas. She said 
about 100 people typically attend the 
conference as well as 50-100 students.

Friends prepares for fourth biennial 
Abaco Science Alliance Conference
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Hope Town District Council
&

Marsh Harbour / Spring City 
Town Committee

Attention!
In accordance with the Town Planning Act 1961 [Section 7 (1)] and the Port Authorities Act 1962, 

and further to the introduction of the Local Government Act 1996 [Chapter 14 (a) ii, iii] which imple-
ments the transfer of authority and management to locally elected bodies and/or their appointed 
statutory boards, we hereby declare the following:

Given the recent amount of unauthorized construction that has taken place 
within our respective districts of Hope Town and Marsh Harbour / Spring City 
Township, we give notice that any person who begins construction to erect 
any structure without the necessary permits will be subject to prosecution.

We, Jeremy T. Sweeting and Roscoe W. Thompson III, your Chief Councillor and Town Com-
mittee Chairman respectively, do not wish to see any of our constituents penalized due to being 
unfamiliar with the permitting process. We want to help you. If you do not know the application 
and permitting process, please contact our office secretaries at the contact listed below

   Hope Town - 366-0600           Marsh Harbour/ Spring City - 367-4957

We are here to help you but need your cooperation by adhering to law.

Roscoe W. Thompson III, Chairman
Marsh Harbour / Spring City Township

Jeremy T. Sweeting, Chief Councillor
Hope Town District

 

By John Hedden
What a topic to choose, but…………      

here goes. 
Ever since the FNM regained control of 

Parliament, the Prime Minister, the Min-
ister of Agriculture and the Chairman of 
the Bahamas Agricultural and Industrial 
Corporation (BAIC) have been expounding 
the value of homegrown food, security, 
the need to develop the farming sector as 
a viable part of our economy and as a ve-
hicle for employment. Just recently in the 
national press I have seen the BIS releases 
discussing the opportunities for agricul-
ture on Abaco and the interest expressed 
by the Chinese government in exploring 
the potential of 10,000 acres of the sugar 
bowl area south of Spring City and 3,000 
acres at Norman‘s Castle. This the latest of 
a whole series of releases concerning de-
velopment of the craft industry nationwide 
and the growth of farm enterprises on An-
dros and Eleuthera. I have also seen sev-
eral months ago the gazetting of an appli-
cation for a commercial enterprise to grow 
and process bio-oils on Abaco.  These are 
all very encouraging signs and show that 
much thought is going into the develop-
ment of a viable agricultural sector for the 
Bahamas.

And, of course, I have much concern 
over how and where we are going.

Firstly, of course, is the dialogue that 
exists over the issue. Of course, there is 
none. However, a dialogue is essential and 
must include the consumer, the grower and 
the government. This trinity in itself be-
comes instantly controversial because  the 
question arises as to who is going to drive 
the sector?

Will it be the consumer?
Will it be the producer (farmer)?
Or… Will it be the government?
These points may seem trivial, but all 

will affect the product delivered to the con-
sumer, mostly in the form of pricing and 
quality. A consumer-driven sector will ef-
fect low prices and high quality whereas a 
producer driven structure will effect higher 
prices and lower quality. For evidence, 
look at prices on your supermarket shelves 
during the Bahamian growing season 
and, for example, right now. Yesterday 
I bought tomatoes for $1.19 per pound. I 
could not believe it; for when Bahamian 
production begins, the price normally in-
creases by over 100 percent. This is a topic 
that needs to be discussed openly and by 
everyone. The farmers need to survive and 
the consumer needs affordable and healthy 
product on the shelves. I purposely will 
not discuss the Bahamian diet at this point 
(have your cake and eat it!).

Where does the government fit into all 
of this? The answer lies, of course, in con-
trol of the sector. And the returns generat-
ed for the grower. Obviously, private land 
holds too high a real estate value to be used 
for commercial food production and so the 
burden falls on “generation” property in 
the more southern islands, and “public 
lands” in the more northern islands. The 
fact remains that the northern islands are 
more suited to mechanised agriculture be-
cause of their geology and water. Enter the 
governmental control over “Crown land.”

The other form of governmental control 
comes through licensing, registration and 
tax concessions offered to the Bahamian 
farmer as well as product embargos placed 
on import competition during the growing 
seasons. For some reason these fixtures 
and institutions have not managed to stimu-
late agricultural production in the country 
since their inception over 40 years ago. So 
the attitude seems to be that we just can’t 
do it on our own.

Step in, foreign investment.
If we can’t generate the capital neces-

sary locally, then bring it in from outside. 
This must be a good thing, right? Be-
cause we are bringing more money into 
the country, we possibly will be provided 
jobs and the politicians can relax a little 
bit; especially in these tough times. All is 
dandy. We now have local food produc-
tion and possibly processing to boot, and 
stores overflowing with local produce. But 
are things really that fine and dandy if we 
follow this route?

If we look at other sectors of the econ-
omy following this same path, we have 
often created mammoth financial, envi-
ronmental and social failures. All we have 
to do is look at the mega resort skeletons 
littering the Out Islands to see these failed 
investments over which we have had no 
control. Are we now going to do the same 
with agriculture?

What about our sovereignty?
Are we destined to continue to be ser-

vants and employees in our own country?
Where is our sense of entrepreneurship 

that we like to chatter about so frequently?
What incentives will the government 

offer to attract this investment? Tax free 
everything, including fuel, in order to 
lower production costs? Imported labour? 
Long term land leases to encourage infra-
structure and fixed asset investments? Will 
these same concessions be offered Bahami-
ans? Will Bahamians continue to be booted 
off Crown Land to make way for develop-
ment?

What about the development of high 
value food products with processing and 
canning? We already have several local 
enterprises, how will they fit into the pic-
ture?

What about markets? We have no local 
organised local marketing scheme in the 

country, look at crafts as well as agricul-
ture.

What about the market size? Will we 
export, and to whom? Can we compete in 
a bigger world? Our local market cannot 
absorb such large scale production.

What about grades and standards, the 
healthy use of farm chemicals and preser-
vatives?

How will we monitor all of this?
Will this development motivate inde-

pendent satellite technologies to supply the 
larger operation? How? 

There are so many, many more ques-
tions, problems, obstacles and solutions 
that need to be addressed, discussed and 
implemented. The most important of which 
is to develop a rock solid agricultural pol-
icy that cannot be adapted and changed 
arbitrarily. All farmers must stand on the 
same ground (out standing in their field) 
and be given the same incentives and op-
portunities. Every single member of the 
farming and consuming community should 
be involved in this dialogue before any de-
cisions are made by the politicians on our 
behalf.

Now I will go out and stand in my field.

Viewpoint . . . Agriculture and Foreign  Investment

Support the 
Cancer Society 

Donate used items 
to be sold in 

their Thrift Shop
Visit their shop behind 

Abaco Groceries. 
Call 367-3744 for info
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“Honesty and Quality
You Can Count On”

Brandon Thompson
242-357-6532

Dock Construction
Residential and Commercial

Customized to suit your lifestyle

Boat Lifts
Sales and Service

Quality boat lift dealer for 10 years
And Much More...

Offering unsurpassed attention to
detail with almost two decades 

of hands on experience

Contact us today! 

www.lbtmarine.com
bthompson@lbtmarine.com

Cell: 242-357-6532
Ph/Fax: 242-367-2704

By Navardo Saunders
You may know her as the new Deputy 

Administrator, but what you may not know 
is that at one time Whelma Colebrooke 
held the national record in track in the 
800m and 1500m. 

And now her “passion” for running has 
caused her to establish a  programme to 
help students on Abaco become world class 
runners. “I’m doing this for the kids who 
are interested in competing,” Colebrooke 
said. “I want to help them with their train-
ing, help them get to the level where they 
are so good they can attain scholarships.”

The Community Track Programme, as 
it is being dubbed by Ms. Colebrooke, got 
underway early in October at the track be-
side Abaco Central High School and is held 
Monday to Friday from 4 to 5:30 p.m. She 
is being assisted by Patrice Charles, Insp. 
Edric Poitier and William “Tony” Davis. 
“All of us along with some other persons 
are working toward helping students pre-
pare for the CARIFTA games that will be 
held in March 2010,” she said. 

During the initial sessions athletes will 
do exercises to enhance their strength and 
conditioning, Ms. Colebrooke said. “We 
won’t just get right into running and com-
peting. We will talk with kids about what 
it takes to be a world class runner; we will 
show them proper warm-up exercises; and 
then we will start off jogging and acceler-
ate from there.”

Training will be available for students, 
from public and private schools, who want to 
run the 60m to a marathon and even hurdles. 
“This is for all runners, not just those who 
run the shorter distances,” Ms. Colebrooke 
said. “Many times when people think about 
competitive running, they think of the 100m, 
200m, 400m, especially since The Bahamas 
has had such great success at those distanc-
es. But there are many other distances and 
events in competitive running.”

Ms. Colebrooke, who got a scholarship 
to attend college because of her superb run-
ning, reflected on how she got started in 
the sport and some of what she has accom-
plished.  “I first started running when I was 
a student in high school. That’s when I met 
Frank Pancho Rahming, the Director of the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports, and he is also 

the coach for 
the national 
team,” she 
exp l a ined . 
“So I met 
Pancho in 
the seventh 
grade. He 
was my P.E. 
teacher and 
he saw po-
tential in me. 
He invited me to the join the Pioneers Track 
Club, which I did, and to this day I still call 
him my coach, my mentor. Even after I 
went to college I still called Pancho. I thank 
God for Mr. Rahming.

I had a scholarship to attend private 
school, but my mother preferred me in the 
government system. Pancho continued to 
train me. I made my first CARIFTA team, 
and I came in last place. I remember it was 
in Jamaica I got last in the 800m.”

She was disappointed, but determined to 
work harder and it paid off. “I competed 
in CARIFTA the following year came first 
and set a new CARIFTA record and a new 
national record,” she said. “I was the first 
Bahamian woman to go under 2 minutes 
and 10 seconds in the 800m, and I held that 
record for 16 years.”

Before being assigned to Abaco, Ms. 
Colebrooke assisted with the police train-
ing programme in New Providence. “I like 
being active so now I want to help kids who 
are interested in competitive running to 
reach their full potential,” she said. “Track 
is something you can’t put in someone’s 
lap. You have to work for it. It’s hard.

“You have to have determination. You 
have to want it bad. I think kids who are 
interested in track should pursue it because 
it gives them an opportunity to explore the 
world, get scholarships,  so their parents 
can save money and with running, if they 
excel at it, they can have a very lucrative 
career because of multimillion dollar en-
dorsement deals.”

While the programme will focus on 
helping young people reach a competitive 

level, everyone throughout the length and 
breadth of the island is invited to take part. 
“Eventually we want to have local track 
competitions, and we want to take a local 
team into Nassau and Freeport to com-
pete,” she said. “It’s important to not only 
train, but also to compete. It allows ath-
letes and coaches to gauge performances.” 

Competing in national and international 
competitions would give local athletes the 
chance to be seen by scouts from colleges 
and universities in the United States and 
elsewhere. “What the international scouts 
do is they see the kids perform. If they like 
what they see, they ask to recruit them,” 
she said.

In addition to working hard on the track, 
if students want to attain scholarships they 
must also have good grades. “You can be a 
excellent runner but have bad grades, they 
won’t get a scholarship,” she said. “But 

they can be a mediocre runner and have 
good grades and get a scholarship. Coach-
es and schools are willing to help students 
with good grades become better, but no 
school is going to invest in someone who 
does not have good grades.”

Ms. Colebrooke would like community 
support. Anyone wishing to donate money 
or time to community track programme 
can contact her at the Administrator’s of-
fice in Marsh Harbour.

People in the News 

 Track programme is underway in Murphy Town

Whelma Colebrook Hints for Helping Our
Environment

Energy effi cient tips
• Replace all incandescent bulb 

with compact flourescen bulbs. They 
cost more initially but they use 66 
percent less energy and last up to 10 
times longer.
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Jennifer Hudson
This last year has certainly been a very 

special one for Chervon Mackey, Grade 3 
teacher at Central Abaco Primary School. 
Two very important events have taken 
place in her life, both of which have re-
sulted in a name change. On December 
27 Chervon embarked on a new stage of 
her life when she became married to Ish-
mael “Stretch” Morley, thus changing her 
title from Ms. to Mrs. Although, since her 
young students are so used to calling her 
Ms. Mackey, rather than confuse them, 
she still goes by that name.  

Another very important name change 
took place in June of this year when Cher-
von achieved a great accomplishment in 
completing a Doctor of Education degree 
(EdD) in Organizational Leadership from 
Nova South Eastern University and so be-
came Dr. Chervon Morley. 

Chervon is a very motivated young lady 
who likes to make full use of her time in 
not only helping young people but also fur-
thering her own education. She transferred 
to the Central Abaco Primary School in 
2002 from Nassau. Having been extreme-
ly involved in many activities in Nassau, 
Chervon wanted a break from the city and 
selected Abaco for a change of pace. After 
arriving on Abaco, she was very involved 
with Junior Junkanoo for a few months. 
After that was over, she felt that she was 
becoming bored and  needed something 
challenging to do. 

The fact that life here is less rushed than 
in Nassau gave Chervon the chance to fur-
ther her own education. Deciding to try 

for a doctor-
ate degree, 
she looked 
online for 
a suitable 
school close 
to The Ba-
hamas. Hav-
ing selected 
Nova South 
Eastern Uni-
versity, she was accepted within one week 
and immediately got to work. “It was 
challenging but not difficult, though it did 
involve a lot of study. I spent all of my 
free time in the evenings and at weekends 
working on it,” stated Chervon. 

“The course involved not only doing re-
search and writing papers but also actual 
chat sessions with professors and class-
mates. These internet chat sessions are 
compulsory so one needs to be very com-
puter savvy, and very reliable internet ser-
vice is key,“ stated Chervon, who actually 
had to change her internet service to ensure 
reliability. Chervon completed her degree 
in three years during which time she was 
required to visit the college campus in Fort 
Lauderdale only once for orientation.  

Although Chervon actually finished her 
course at the beginning of June, the pro-
cess of the reading of her Dissertation, An 
Evaluation of Teacher Training in ESL 
(English as a Second Language) by the fac-
ulty was a lengthy one, and the process was 
not completed in time for her to attend the 
summer graduation. However, Chervon is 
now the very proud owner of her doctor-

ate and is hoping to attend the university’s 
graduation ceremony in December. 

Dr. Mackey is a big advocate for edu-
cation and urges young people not to be 
satisfied with just a high school diploma. 
She urges anyone who can continue fur-
ther education to do so. She admits that it 
is costly; but says that if a person has the 
means, he should not sit around and wait 
for a scholarship but just get on and do it. 
However, she advises against beginning 
any course unless one can invest both time 
and money and warns that it requires focus 
and commitment.

Swimming coaches
attend conference

By Mirella Santillo
Four members of the Abaco Swim Club 

traveled to Fort Lauderdale the week of 
September 8th to 13th to attend the Ameri-
can Swimming Coaches Association’s 
Conference.

Every year the conference offers swim-
ming coaches the opportunity to take class-
es towards more advanced certification and 
to keep abreast of new methods of teaching 

as well as security measures for swimmers. 
There are five levels of certification recog-
nized by the Association, the highest level, 
number five, corresponding to Olympic 
teaching certification.

Coaches Sara Knowles of Hope Town 
and Ashley Sands of Marsh Harbour at-
tended three courses during their stay, 
learning about Dryland Training which 
consists of exercises and stretching out 
of the pool, How to Write Workouts and 
Stroke School, level 2. They left the con-
ference with a level 2 coach certification.

Brenda Sawyer and Cathy Pinder who 
are already level 2 certified attended the 
Swim America Program Director Training, 
a required course for the Swim America 
affiliate license that will help them manage 
the Abaco, Learn to Swim program more 
efficiently.

Close to 60 children are now enrolled in 
various classes of the swimming program 
and the recently added Learn to Swim for 
Adult Summer program has been so suc-
cessful that it is being offered on a regular 
basis every Friday.

Congratulations to Chervon Mackey

More People in the News 

Chervon Mackey
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Recent amendments to the Hotels Act, Ch. 288, effective July 
13, 2009 and August 5, 2009, have introduced the new defi nition of 
“owner-occupied rental home” and, along with recent amendments 
to the Real Property Tax Act, Ch. 375 and the International Persons 
Landholding Act, Ch. 140, owners are being afforded a number of 
benefi ts and incentives.

Under the Hotels Act and Real Property Tax Act and International 
Persons Landholding Act, respectively, owner-occupied rental home 
and owner-occupied property are defi ned as “property occupied by a 
person who being the owner in fee simple or a mortgagor in posses-
sion, occupies and resides in such property exclusively as a dwelling 
house on a permanent or seasonal basis”. 

Owners wishing to benefi t from these amendments must apply for 
a licence to operate their premises by completing an Application for 
Licence to Operate under the provisions of the Hotels Act.

BENEFITS OF 
THESE AMENDMENTS

(i) Real Property Taxes on licensed owner-occupied rental homes 
will be calculated as follows:

(a) the fi rst $250,000 of the market value of the property shall 
be exempt;

(b) properties exceeding $250,000 but are not in excess of 
$500,000 will be taxed at a rate of 3/4% per annum of the mar-
ket value, as compared to the commercial rate of 1%

(c) properties exceeding $500,000 but are not in excess of $5 
million will be taxed at a rate of 1% per annum of the market 
value, as compared to the commercial rate of 2%

(d) properties exceeding $5 million will be taxed at a rate of   
1/4% per annum of the market value, as compared to the com-
mercial rate of 2%

(ii) The Real Property Tax Act amendment also provides for the 
waiver of surcharges under certain circumstances in relation to 
licensed owner-occupied property:
(a) any surcharge which has accumulated with respect to owner-
occupied property of [value] up to $250,000 shall be waived
(b) the surcharge shall be waived in relation to owner-occupied 
property which exceeds $250,000 [in value], if the outstanding 
real property tax is paid on or before December 31, 2009.

Revival of Surcharge

The amendment provides for the revival of surcharge and, if after 
December 31, 2009 any real property tax remains outstanding in 
respect of:

(a) owner -occupied property with a market value of up to 
$250,000 

(b) owner-occupied property which excess of $250,000

(c) other property,

then the owner of such property, shall be liable to pay a new sur-
charge of 5% of such tax per annum.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
OWNERS/OPERATORS OF  
RENTAL HOMES IN THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

EFFECTS OF AMENDMENTS TO THE HOTELS ACT, 
THE REAL PROPERTY TAX ACT AND 

THE INTERNATIONAL PERSONS LANDHOLDING ACT

REQUIREMENTS TO 
ACCESS THESE BENEFITS

1. Owners of owner-occupied rental homes wishing to take advantage 
of the reduced real property taxes must provide the Chief Valuation 
Offi cer, Business Licence/Valuation Unit, Ministry of Finance, P. 0. 
Box N-13, Frederick Street, Nassau, Bahamas, tel: 242-325-1171; 
fax: 242-328-8003; e-mail: busrptadministration@bahamas.gov.bs 
with the Assessment Number of their property on or before October 
15, 2009. Where the property is owned by a company, in order to be 
re-classifi ed as residential, the benefi cial owner shall submit to the 
Chief Valuation Offi cer an affi rmation stating that such property is 
occupied by the benefi cial owner exclusively as a dwelling house on 
a permanent or seasonal basis, which can be downloaded on-line at 
www.tourismtoday. com/prelim/oorh. Real property tax billings is-
sued in October 2009 will refl ect any change in the status of owner-
occupied rental homes provided the information is submitted on or 
before October 15, 2009 to the Valuation Department.

2. In addition, owner-occupied rental homes must operate under a 
licence obtained from the Chief Licensing Offi cer, Hotels Licensing 
Department, Ministry of Tourism, Nassau, P. O. Box N-3701, Nassau, 
Bahamas, tel: 242-356-5216; fax: 242-356-5904; e-mail: mmosshep-
burn@bahamas.com or, in the case of Grand Bahama Island and the 
Out/Family Islands, the Local Government Administrator’s Offi ce in 
the relevant District.

Application forms, along with the Form 1C, may be downloaded 
on-line at www.tourismtoday.com/prelim/oorh, or collected from 
the Hotel Licensing Department, Ministry of Tourism, Nassau, or the 
relevant Local Government Administrator’s Offi ce.

3. All licensed operators/owners of owner-occupied rental homes 
shall collect a hotel guest tax of six percent 6% of the total room 
rate for the period during which each guest is provided with sleep-
ing accommodation at such owner-occupied home of one or more 
bedrooms.

Such tax shall take immediate effect and shall, by law, be paid by 
the 15 th of each month thereafter.

4. The hotel guest tax so collected by the operator (or designated 
property manager/ management company/caretaker) must be paid to 
the Chief Licensing Offi cer, Hotels Licensing Department, P. O. Box 
N-3701, Nassau Court, Nassau, Bahamas, or relevant Administra-
tor’s Offi ce on Grand Bahama or the Out/Family Islands, along with 
a completed Monthly Return of Motel Guest Tax form (Form X), 
which may be downloaded on-line at www.tourismtoday.corn
/preiim/oorh, no later than the fi fteenth of the month next following 
the month to which the return relates. Payments are to be made pay-
able to the Bahamas Public Treasury.

Additionally, amendments to The International Persons Landhold-
ing Act

i) require that fees payable under the provisions of the Act by non-
Bahamians, instead of being paid to the Secretary to the Board, be 
paid directly to the Public Treasury and the Secretary to the Board 
be provided evidence that payment was made to the Treasury.

ii) has replaced “single family dwelling” with “owner-occupied 
property.”
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Marsh Harbour Contact
Ph: (242) 367-2653
367-0364 • 367-5642 Fax 
Government Dock
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Palm Beach Contact
Ph: (561) 844-5387
M/V Legacy
c/o Palm Beach Steamship
158  B East Port Road
Riviera Beach, FL 33404

Nassau Contact
Phone: (242) 323-5702
Fax: (242) 322-3451
Western End Potter’s Cay Dock
Nassau, New Providence

Serving Marsh Harbour Weekly with
 Freight Service from Nassau and Palm Beach

LEGEND Loading Monday in Palm Beach
Arriving Tuesday in Marsh Harbour

LEGACY Loading Tuesday in Nassau
Arriving Wednesday in Marsh Harbour

Leaving Thursday for Nassau

Both ships serving Green Turtle Cay
Charter freight stops en route on request

Dean’s Shipping Co

Dean’s Shipping offi ce at the Marsh Harbour dock

M/V LEGEND

 

M/V LEGACY

Dr. Lewis is Board Certified by the American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine and a Fellow of 
the American Association of Integrative Medicine. Dr. Keith Lewis has been helping patients for 26 
years.  He currently practices in the United States as well as The Bahamas.

Dr. Keith E. Lewis BS, DC, DABAAHP, FAAIM    

Call for Appointment (242)-367-0020
October 13-19  •  AUSKELL Advanced Medical Clinic, Marsh Harbour

Conditions Treated
~chronic pain ~low back pain ~arthritis ~headache ~neck pain 
~high blood pressure ~weight management ~numbness & tingling

~vitamin, herbal & homeopathic treatment ~carpal tunnel syndrome 
~diabetes & neuropathy ~foot, ankle, wrist, knee, elbow pain 

Specialized Treatment Including:
Chiropractic Care • Physical Therapy • Functional Medicine • Nutritional Therapies

Electroceutical Pain Management • Laser Treatment for Pain • Percussor • Activator 
Therapeutic Ultrasound • Exercise

Dr. Keith Lewis

 www.HealthyLifeDoctors.com

Classes offered
Classes in straw plaiting, car-

pentry and nail technicians are 
being officered to the residents of 
North Abaco. 

Sign up at Cooper’s Town Pri-
mary School. Or contact Esther 
Cornish in Blackwood 365-0603

North Abaco News 

North Abaco News
By Vernique Russell
Back to school 

All over The Bahamas, students returned 
to school for the academic year 2009-2010. 
However, the new school year did bring an 
unpleasant surprise for principals, teach-
ers and students alike. The school year be-
gan with a staff shortage and this problem 
seems to have occurred all over The Baha-
mas. Most schools were short at least two 
teacher with Sherlin Bootle being short by 
six which was the largest shortage in the 
North. Principal and staff have, however, 
brainstormed ways to get the year started 
until the issue is addressed. 

PTA grade level meetings 
S.C. Bootle High School held meetings 

recently with parents and students of grade 
8 and grade 12 to bring them up-to-date 

on matters such as internal examinations, 
the new graduation process being imple-
mented by the Ministry of Education, BJC 
and BGCSE examinations, study habits 
and scholarship opportunities. Both meet-
ings were well attended and gave parents 
an excellent opportunity to converse with 
teachers to ensure their children maximize 
their educational pursuits.   
Farewell to a favorite teacher  

S. C. Bootle already has lost its share of 
teachers for the year. On September 18th 

the staff said farewell 
to a favorite teacher, 
Cynthia James. Parents 
and students praised 
her and gave her credit 
for the years she spent 
in teaching students in 
English. Unfortunate-
ly, she will be leaving 
to return to her home in 
England. All the best, 
Ms. James. 

Holy Fire 
Dance Explosion 

The Dance Ministry Depart-
ment of Full Gospel Assembly 
will host its 2nd Annual Holy 
Fire Dance Conference on Oc-
tober 21 to 23 at the church. 
Dance leader Melissa McIn-
tosh invites dance ministries 
throughout the island to join 
them for an awesome time. 
Dance instructors from Nassau 
and Grand Bahama will conduct 
sessions along with ministers 
who will speak. 

For further information in-
terested person can contact 365-

8097 or visit the local church office. Reg-
istration is underway. 

Pastors offer prayers
 on school campus

The prayer banner was raised high at 
Sherlin C. Bootle High School on Sep-
tember 21. Pastors, and youth leaders of 
North Abaco hoisted the banner covering 
the students, teachers and administrators 
this school year. The prayer march around 
the campus began early at sunrise and end-
ed at the entrance gate just in time for the 
arrival of the students and faculty. “The 
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much.” It was no sooner than 

Cynthia James, a favorite English teacher at S.C. Boo-
tle High School, has returned to her home in England. 
She was honoured before she left for her contribution to 
the education of the students of North Abaco. 

The parents and students of grade 8 and grade 12 have at-
tended meetings to acquaint them with policies and procedures 
of S.C. Bootle High School.   

Please see School           Page  22
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PASSIONATE ABOUT COOKING? 

The Delphi Club at Rolling Harbour (25 miles south of Marsh Har-
bour) is looking for an enthusiastic and ambitious junior chef from 
within the Abaco community. Must have genuine interest in cooking 
and have some prior professional experience. Great opportunity to learn 
from an outstanding Irish head chef. Day & evening work. Own trans-
port essential.

Competitive salary and good prospects for the right candidate. Con-
tact Sandy Walker at 577-1698 or 366-2222 or email: 
delphi.bahamas@gmail.com

North Abaco FNM holds organizational meeting

Leaders of the Free National Movement of North Abaco held an organizational meeting 
on September 18 at the Treasure Cay Primary School. John Lee Ferguson, national 
leader of the FNM, was in attendance. He is sixth from the right.   

By Samantha V. Evans
September 26 was a glorious evening 

for 13 locals who became members of the 
Kiwanis Club of Fort Montague’s Satellite 
Club for Central Abaco at an installation 
ceremony held at Central Abaco Primary 
School. Kiwanians from two clubs in Nas-
sau came to Abaco in with impressive 
numbers to lend their support. Also pres-
ent for the installation was Sharon Dunn, 
Governor for Canada and the Eastern Ca-
ribbean. 

The Kiwanis Club of Great Abaco was 
chartered in 2001 but since then the club 
slowly dissolved. However, this new Club 
is willing to take on the challenges with 

its newly elected club members. Lt. Gov-
ernor Barry Wilmort addressed the new 
members stating that they had successfully 
trained earlier in the day and now they are 
a part of something great. He encouraged 
them make dreams come true for someone. 
He told President William Davis that he 
holds a post of distinction so he must not 
take it lightly. 

Gov. Dunn was impressed with the pas-
sion of the president and his willingness to 
lead this membership. She explained that 
when she learned that Kiwanis Club works 
with children, she never looked back. 
When Gov. Dunn performed the installa-
tion, she stated that not only are they add-

Kiwanis Club holds installation of new members

Members of the Kiwanis Club of Central Abaco pose at the installation ceremony of many 
new members. Kiwanians from two clubs in Nassau attended the ceremony. The club 
expects to receive its charter within a few weeks.

ing new members to the organization but 
new strength to get much done. 

The officers of the club are President 
William “Tony” Davis, Vice president 
David Knowles, Secretary Neulessa Major 
and Treasurer Lauren Riviera. 

President William Davis gave his accep-
tance presentation and it was filled with such 
passion that it inspired his new members and 
the guests to be more diligent in their de-

votion to Kiwanis Club. He committed to 
Gov. Dunn that the Kiwanis Club of Central 
Abaco will be fully organized by the end 
of October so it can receive its charter. A 
reception followed the installation. 

After attending a church service on Sep-
tember 27, the group took part in their first 
community service activity by donating 
canned goods to Sybil’s House in Dundas 
Town.

Subscribe toThe Abaconian
To Keep up with All the News of the Island
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By Jennifer Hudson 
The gymnasts of the Marsh Harbour 

School of Dance and Gymnastics delighted 
parents with a display of their skills at the 
school’s first open house on September 24 
in its facility on Queen Elizabeth Drive by 
the traffic light.  

Following a warm-up session led by 
their instructors, Elaine and Andre Pilon, 
who have taught gymnastics previously in 
the Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos, 
the students were eager to display their 
skills. Just prior to the commencement of 
the display, they  introduced themselves as 
Abaco Gymnasts.  

The students performed routines using 

the trampoline as their jumping off point 
and going into handstands, cartwheels, 
backward rolls and splits. Scott demon-
strated his skills on the parallel bars and 
Jordan wowed everyone with his ability on 
the rings. Both of these exercises require 
great strength. Vonte, Jordan’s little broth-
er, and DJ impressed the spectators with 
some amazing  back flips.  

Jordan demonstrated his strength on the 
high bar; he is presently the only one who 
can achieve this. But several of the other 
students demonstrated how they have been 
working on their upper body strength for 
chin-ups at the high bar.  

The parents were all impressed and very 

proud of their young gymnasts, 
some of whom are very new to 
the sport. Some of the students 
took the summer class while 
others began only in Septem-
ber. They have made amazing 
progress and their displays were 
impressive.  

“We are so proud of these 
children; this is a wonderful be-
ginning,” stated Elaine and An-
dre Pilon. “Gymnastics requires 
hard work, focus and concentra-
tion; the Bahamian children are 
very brave and have improved 
very quickly.”   

Open House will be held 
on the last Thursday of every 
month and names are now being 
taken for an additional begin-
ners class to commence in Janu-
ary. Telephone 367-0883 or 551-5883.

Open House featured gymnasts 

Andre and Elaine Pilon, both instructors of gymnastics, have brought in equipment and 
are teaching gymnastics as well as dance classes. The gymnastic classes began in mid 
summer but some students have progressed remarkably. The school holds an open house 
the last Thursday of each month.  

One student is showing her skill on the parallel bars. 
Many of the exercises are done on a trmapoline.
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Houses and Land - For Rent and For Sale 
Classifi ed Advertisements

  

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

Casuarina Point - tastefully furnished 3 bed 2 
bath house for rent, central air with beach views. 
$950 month.  Ph. 367-2431

Great Cistern 3 bed, 2½ bath, 3 story with 
water view. Please call 475-4848 or 367-58 67 

Guana Cay 2 bedroom apt. harbour view $900/ 
mo. long term. Also available weekly. Call 
904-982-2762

Hope Town Specialist. A collection of upscale 
homes with pools, private docks, etc., ideal for 
special occasions, reunions, honeymoons.  Hope 
Town Hideaways 242-366-0224 or 
hopetown.com

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY FOR RENT

Marsh  Harbour Sky Developers 2 bed/ 1 
bath, furnished, wtih A/C, with washer and 
drier, water included. $1350/ mo. Call Mrs. 
Green at 367-2660 

Marsh Harbour Gov Sub Apt, 2 bed/ 2 bath, 
central A/C, newly renovated, fully furnished.  
Serious inquires call 9-5 367-2951 or 577-5086 
after 5 pm

Marsh Harbour Cove Estates very spacious 2 
bed apt, fully furnished, central A/C, washer & 
dryer, water included. Ph. 367-0209

Marsh Harbour 2 bed, 2 bath fully furnished 
house overlooking Sea of Abaco. Close to town. 
$1800/ mo. Call 367-7653

Marsh Harbour 1 bed 1 bath. First, last, se-
curity. $700/month. 359-6574

Murphy Town apartment, fully furnished. 
$800/ month. For further info call 357-6876

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

Retail/ Office space available for lease at 
Royal Harbour Village. Spacious first floor 
unit and charming second floor space. Avail-
able now. Call 367-3262

Treasure Cay - Pineapple Point Resort. 
Exclusive Luxury Waterfront 2 & 3 bedroom 
condos & 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath 2600 sq ft town-
houses all with deep water docks & garages!  
Perfect location at the entrance to Treasure 
Cay Marina. Prices starting in the low $500’s 
www.pineapplepointresort.com 242-458-3521 
or 1-800-545-0395 Come see us at the end of 
Marina View Dr. Model open M-F 9-4:30 pm 
or by appointment. 

Treasure Cay beautiful one-bedroom ground 
level condo, marina view, completely redeco-
rated and fully furnished, heated pool, tennis 
courts, new hurricane  shutters. $195,000 705-
295-6141 templeman@nexicom.net

WPB Condo Furnished 2 bed 1 bath; A/C; 
Internet ready. Ideal for student/s. Security 
on grounds. Bus stop at entry. 15 min from 
PB Community College. Short walk to major 
shopping & restaurants. Price reduced $75,000. 
Call 242-365-4636 days, 242-365-4218 evenings

Mobile Home Double Wide in Palm Beach 
Colony 2 bed, 2 bath cathedral ceilings, screened 
porch, covered garage, separate laundry room 
includes all appliances and furniture. Serious 
inquiries only. Call 366-2301. Nights 366-2164

Elbow Cay’s Best Houses and Land, rentals 
and sales, Hope Town Hideaways. Call 242-
366-0224 or fax 242-366-0434. On the internet 
at www.hopetown.com 

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

Guana Cay, Sea of Abaco, 1+ acre with eleva-
tion, 400+ ft. waterfront. Brokers welcome. www.
guanawaterfront.com

Guana Cay, dramatic ocean & Sea of Abaco 
views, three sides floor to ceiling glass, incred-
ible sunset views from covered deck, 2 bed/2 
bath w/ Jack & Jill shower. Purchase includes 
additional lot ensuring unobstructed views. New 
roof 2008. Purchase includes all furnishings. 
Purchase price $299,000 net to seller. View 
property at www.greatguanarentals.com. Call 
Danny 404-846-1666 or email dl@atlantaindus-
trialproperties.com

 Water front lots in Little Abaco

  

Pine Bay, Little Abaco - The most affordable 
water front lots w/ paved road and electricity in the 
Bahamas! Starting at $39,500. Owner financing - 
reserve now with $500 Call 427-5316

Remember 
Conservation begins with YOU
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Souvenirs • Cuban Cigars • Casual Clothing
 T-Shirts  • Venus Swimwear  • Jewelry  

Children’s Clothing and lots more ...
Located in Simmon’s Plaza next to Snack Shack  

Mon - Sat   •   9 - 5   •   Phone: (242) 367-4822

B’s Sunrise

  

Business Service Directory
Big Cat Equipment
Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel: 242-367-2655 •  Fax: 242-367-2464
Cell: 242-577-5322 • 242-359-6839

Abaco Island Pharmacy
Prescriptions • Testing 

Beauty Supplies • Vitamins
Ricardo Miller, Pharmacist

Hours 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sundays 9 am - 12 Noon

Ph. 367-2544  
Cell 554-8183

Dove Plaza, Marsh Harb.
Fax 367-6544

islanpharmacy@yahoo.com
www.abacoislandpharmacy.com

Abaco A & D Trucking
Call us

Timothy
or Adele

McDonald
Phone 577-0184  •  577-0220
P.O. Box AB 20432, Marsh Harbour, Abaco

  

Mike Cornish 
24 Hour Mobile Tire

Servicing the entire Abaco
With dependable service

Office Location: Forest Drive
Cell Phone: 458-0692

Church
If you would like your church 
listed here, call 367-2677

Listing
Dundas Town Church of God

Where Everybody Is Somebody and Jesus Is Lord!

Sunday
Prayer Meeting                     6:00 a.m.
Sunday School                     9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship               11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship                  6:00 p.m.

For Transportation call Rev. Jerry Cornish at 367-2457
or 367-4719 (church) or contact Bro. Val Nesbitt at 367-5565

Bishop Anthony Campbell
242-367-4718 or cell phone 242-457-5565  •  Dtcog@coralwave.com

Jesus              Saves

We exist to:
Reach, Develop, 

Train, Love 
and Send

Weekdays         (Prayer Meeting)
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  5:00 a.m.
Monday Night  7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night F.T.H.  7:00 p.m.
Friday Youth Night  7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday  Family Night

Eastern Abaco Region of

The Methodist Church

St. James 
Methodist
Hope Town

Sunday Services 
9:30 & 11

Mission House 
366-0400

Epworth Chapel
Cherokee Sound
Sunday Services 
11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Mission House

 366-2249

St. Andrews 
Methodist 

Dundas Town
Sunday Services 
11 a.m & 7 p.m.
Offi ce 367-3050
Manse 367-4647

All are welcome to worship with us

Three officers of the Police Staff Association are dismayed with 
the poor living and working conditions that some police officers 
in the Family Islands endure. They feel that the police cannot be 
effective in their duties if their living conditions are not adequate. 
The group also felt that the marine section of the Abaco police 
was not properly staffed. Shown are Inspector Bradley Sands, 
Constable Alexandria Albury and Corporal Prescott Pinder. 

By Canishka Alexander
Three officers from the Police Staff 

Association visited Abaco on September 
30 to investigate complaints of poor liv-
ing and working conditions of officers, 
predominantly junior officers in the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force. Insp. Bradley 
Sands, Chairman; Corp. Prescott Pinder; 
Deputy Chairman of the North Region; 
and Const. Alexandria Albury, Executive 
Secretary, have heard similar complaints 
of deplorable conditions that are prevalent 
throughout all the islands they’ve visited.

Insp. Sands called their visit to Abaco 

a fact-finding mission. “We are here today 
to find out about the concerns as it affects 
our members‘ working and living condi-
tions. We got here early this morning and 
visited most of the cays where some of-
ficers are posted and some where there are 
no officers posted,” he said.

Another concern is the working con-
ditions at the Marsh Harbour Police Sta-
tion with the existing cell area and proper 
bathroom facilities for their officers. The 
marine section of the Abaco Police Depart-
ment is not properly staffed and manned 
to fight the amount of crime that exists in 

relation to the high 
number of boat 
thefts on the island.

Insp. Sands firm-
ly believes that if 
the officers’ welfare 
is not looked after, 
productivity will be 
negatively impact-
ed. “Productivity 
will be down; and 
we contend that the 
human resources of 
the Royal Bahamas 
Police Force is its 
most powerful as-
set when it comes to 
fighting crime,” he 
passionately stated.

The officers have 
already visited sev-
eral of the islands 

and are disheartened by what they continue 
to hear. 

Const. Albury feels for her colleagues 
on Andros. “It’s almost as if there’s no 
care for the officers. As a junior officer, 
I feel that it’s unfair to us. I’m hoping that 
this [interview], as small as it may seem, 
will make a difference – that someone will 
hear it, and of course, they will act,” she 
declared. “I’ll go as far as saying that the 
junior members are the ones that make up 
the force.”

Corp. Pinder’s concern was the lack of 
leadership. “I’ve been a member of the 
association for the last 11 years, and I’ve 
heard everybody’s cry. We keep hearing, 
‘We’ll look into,’ but that word ‘look into 
it’ means forever for us,” he said. “So that 
means it’s time for action; we have an ob-
ligation to our Bahamian citizens to make 
changes in our community throughout The 
Bahamas especially being a police officer. 
“When we can’t have that type of support 
from persons in a position to make it hap-
pen, then we are in serious problems,” 
Corp. Pinder reasoned.

Association wants changes to police living conditions

Wednesday that our newly installed vice 
principal, Sabrina Russell, was in a minor 
accident while heading to Central Abaco 
in route to a business workshop with two 
grade 11 students. Thank God for the 
prayers of our leaders. All parties involved 
were not harmed. 

Baby store opens 
If you live in the North Abaco area, 

you will be delighted to know that there is 
now a baby store in Treasure Cay offering 
a full line of baby and toddler necessities. 
The store is located in the Claridge Group 
Building and carries clothing items, furni-
ture, baby care items and much more. Op-
erating hours are Monday to Friday Noon 
to 9 p.m. and Saturday Noon to 4 p.m. 
A special invitation is extended to all par-
ents to check out the store’s inventory. The 
staff also caters baby showers.

North                         From Page 18

AA and Al Anon 
Meetings

The AA (Alcoholics Anomyous) 
group of Marsh Harbour meets Mon-
days, Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Marsh Harbour Community Library.

Al-Anon in Marsh Harbour meetsby 
request. Call 357-6511. 

The AA group in Hope Town meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 6 p.m. at the Hope Town Library. 

The AA group and the AlAnon group 
meet in the Treasure Cay Community 
Center on Mondays at 7:30 p.m.

Please call 357-6511 for additional 
information.
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BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
FOR SALE 

BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
 FOR SALE 

Classifi ed Advertisements
Items for Sale, Commercial Service, Cars & Boats

 

 

26’ Mako w/ twin 130 HP Johnsons. Asking 
$12,000. Call 366-0065
 

 

26’ Intrepid ‘91, 2 Johnson 175 HP (‘98) Good 
condition, A/C, generator, new batteries and 
trailer. DUTY PAID. Asking $25,000. Contact 
Capt Charles Jones. 242-368-0438   

29’ Blackfin Combi, 1989,  with twin 2006 
225 HP Yamaha 4 strokes (<400 hr). Marlin 
tower with dual controls. Asking $75K OBO. 
Great fishing boat! Call 366-4155.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Dock space up to 60’ in Treasure Cay, water & 
electric included. Well protected, great location. 
Call 904-349-8740

2005 Caribe Boat, w/ 2005 20 HP Honda en-
gine w/ 21 hrs. Boat cover, SS cable for lifting 
boat. $7500 Contact 365-5295

18’ Manta, 1999 Yamaha 150, vey low hours 
(appox. 200), 4 blade S/S prop, Lenco S/S 
Sport trim tabs - Sea Star hydraulic steering.  
Clarion stereo system. Sport Gauges/Steering 
Wheel.  Boat was redone in Oct. ‘06, all ac-
cessories new then. Completely turn key. Very  
fast (50+ mph). Asking $8,500 OBO. Call 359-
6019 or e-mail at ryan@abacoconstruction.com

 

22’ Rosborough Sea Skiff, 1997, Honda 90, 
291 hrs. trailer, DUTY PAID. well equipped. 
at Outboard Shop. Asking $25,000. Call 519-
671-6354

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

00 Mercury Sable, red, low miles, interior 
like new. Asking $4500. Brand new Sears lawn 
mower, never used $275. Call 365-6051

Red Yamaha Jog 100cc Scooter, like new, 
with spare parts and helmet. $1,800. Call 266-
0135

VEHICLES FOR SALE

Wholesale Diapers Available starting at $28 
per case. All name brands. We will ship to Out 
Islands. Call toll free 242-300 1213 for more 
information

Used office furniture, desks, chairs, confer-
ence table and book shelves. Call 367-5415 for 
more info.

Gorgeous wood floor 300 sq. ft. maple wood, 
4¾” wide, tobacco color, cork & adhesive. 
$1500. Call 904-349-8740

Now hiring Executive Chef, prior fine dining 
culinary experience a must. Email resume to 
abacolodge@gmail.com 

Swimsuit models wanted. Auditions Saturday,  
Oct. 24 2009 @ 1pm. 18-30 yrs, in fit condi-
tion. Bring s wimwear/lingerie Abaco Photos, 
Memorial Plaza. Serious inquires only. Call 
458-1615

Looking for a  single man. NO MARRIED 
MEN NEED APPLY! Must be spiritual, kind 
and love children. Must be financially secure 
enough for both of us to live comfortably. Age 
between 40-60 with looks still intact. And have 
enough energy to keep up, if you know what I 
mean. Candidate must be loving and know how 
to treat a lady. Only romantic and respectful 
men need apply. Send recent photo with a with 
a written description of yourself, your wants 
and goals. Mail these things along with a recent 
bank statement to Albury, P.O. Box AB 22955,  
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

SERVICES AVAILABLE
House sitting, running errands, grocery shop-
ping or care giving. Contact 242-554-9991 at 
any time

Mature woman seeking a position as nanny or care-
taker of property. Contact 458-7598 or 367-0378

FOR RENT
367-0303 or 577-4801

Fax: 367-2354
Crane Truck • Concrete Pump

Well Done Drilling Services

Call us today for a free consultation!
Ph: (242) 367-4842 l Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Well Drilling: Water Wells, Drainage Wells, Septic Disposal Wells
Trenching: Trenching for underground utility services

Piling Holes: Piling Holes for home foundations and utility poles planted
Excavator Rental: Specialized Excavator  Foundation Drilling for  

home foundations in sand and Excavator Digging

Full Gospel Assembly 
Host Men’s Conference 

By Samantha V. Evans
Being Drunk in the Spirit was the 

theme of the 4th annual Men’s Confer-
ence held at Full Gospel Assembly in 
Treasure Cay on September 22-25. Plan-
ning for the conference began a month 
ago and finalized two weeks ago. At that 
time the committee decided to extend the 
conference from three to four days cli-
maxing with a gospel concert on Saturday 
evening. The speakers for the conference 
were Pastor Silbert Mills from Friend-
ship Tabernacle Church, Brother Ryan 
Forbes from Full Gospel Assembly, Pas-
tor Derek Benjamin from New Vision 
Ministries, and Pastor Alex Archer from 
Church of the Latter Rain. 

According to president of the confer-
ence Curtis Cooper, every night was a 
tremendous time but what stood out to 
him was the message by Brother Ryan 
who just a year ago gave his life to the 
Lord and now he is preaching the gos-

pel. He believes that the conference has 
equipped men to better lead their families 
and to be great examples in their homes, 
communities and the churches. Mr. Coo-
per said that this conference has moti-
vated him to work harder for the Lord. .   

On Saturday night a dynamic gospel 
concert was planned at which time; Min. 
Simeon Outten and the Freedom band 
performed. Mr. Outten sang tracks from 
his fourth album. Even though Min. 
Outten has been on Abaco before, it is 
always a joy to return as Abaco people 
have a heart for worship. The concert 
was the climax after a dynamic week of 
services. Also performing at the con-
cert were New Directions from Treasure 
Cay, the Dawkins Sisters from Murphy 
Town, Genesis from Murphy Town and 
other soloists.      

Zion Cathedral Youth 
Skit Draws Large Crowd 

By Samantha V. Evans
Only You are Holy is the name of the 

skit written by Leroy Thompson Youth 

Ministers that was performed and re-
corded at the church on September 25 at 
Zion Baptist Cathedral in Murphy Town. 
Youth groups from other churches were 
invited to view the play and be part of the 
audience. The play addressed faith and 
how it can bring people closer to God 
and back home to the family.  The play 
was powerfully executed, and the young 
people who viewed it were moved by the 
many lessons it taught. The play will air 
on Bahamas Christian Network in the 
coming weeks.

Church News 

Sym Jet 100cc Euro-x Scooter, #1 
scooter in The Bahamas,  great gas 
mileage,  reliable, powerful (up to 50 
mph), say good-bye to traffic. Sale price 
$2,295. Tel:393-0155/394-4823, Abaco 
1-242-367-2453(bike)
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