
June  1, 2009        The Abaconian        Section A     Page 1

VOLUME 17,   NUMBER 11   JUNE 1st, 2009

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
WEST PALM BCH FL
Permit NO 4595

Renew your subscription before the expiration date shown in the label below.

The Abaconian
Stuart Web Inc.
1521 SE Palm Ct
Stuart, FL 34994
Electronic  service requested

New airport terminal was topic of town forum 
Contract was signed for private company to plan new terminal

Abaco attends Commonwealth 
Local Government Conference

A town forum on a new terminal building and control tower for the Marsh Harbour International Airport was carried live on cable 
on May 21. The Hon. Neko Grant, second from left, brought representatives from the Vancouver Airport Services company with him 
as he discussed government’s commitment to plan the improvments to the airport. He signed a contract with the company earlier that 
day for planning the new facilities. The forum took place in the studio of the Bahamas Christian Network located in Dundas Town. 
Shown here is Bishop Lernis Cornish at the microphone asking a question. With Mr. Grant on the bench are Silbert Mills, left, owner 
of Bahamas Christian Network, and Craig Richmond, right, CEO and president of Vancouver Airport Services.      

By Samantha V. Evans
Abaco has been poised for development 

for many years so it is only fitting that the 
island has a first class airport to accom-
modate the thousands of persons that visit 
the island annually. On May 21 the Hon. 
Neko Grant, Minister of Public Works and 
Aviation, was on Abaco for the final sign-
ing of contracts for the completion of the 
new runway and that evening he along with 
a delegation from his Ministry held a live 
town forum at Bahamas Christian Network 
television station to discuss the plans for 
the new airport terminal and control tower. 
The studio was open to accommodate 40 
persons to make up the audience. Viewers 
were able to phone the panelists.  

The first presenter was the Minister who 
gave statistics on the passenger traffic at 
the airport. He stated that 170,966 persons 
visited the island in 2006, 177,974 passen-
gers visited d in 2007 and in 2008 200,000 
passengers landed. It is these figures that 
justify the need for a new  airport termi-
nal to replace the existing one that is only 
3200 square feet which makes it grossly 
inadequate. He further stated that the pro-
posed design when he became minister 
was for a 14,000 square foot terminal, but 
he feels that the Abaco community pres-
ently needs a 23,800 square foot building. 

Please see Forum                        Page 2

Road and sidewalk contracts 
were signed for North Abaco

Five contracts totaling $4 million were signed on May 21 for road and sidewalk work 
to be done in North Abaco. The Hon. Neko Grant, Minister of Public Works and Trans-
port, third from left, met with the contractors at the Court Room in Cooper’s Town 
for the signing ceremony. From left are Odel Cox, Bertram Cooper, Minister Grant, 
Robert Edgecombe, Calvin Parker and Bahamas Hot Mix managing director Ebbi Saidi. 
Mr. Edgecombe won the contract for the Cornish Avenue contract while Mr. Cox, Mr. 
Cooper and Mr. Parker won contracts for sidewalks in Fire Road and Cooper’s Town. 
Bahamas Hot Mix was awarded the contract for paving and repairing 28 miles of road 
in North Abaco. See story on page 10.   

The Commonwealth Local Government Conference was held in Freeport in May. 
Council members from Bahamian Family Islands attended and gained much knowledge 
in how local government works in other countries. Shown here are Cubell Davis, Chief 
Councillor for Central Abaco; Renardo Curry, Chairman of the Murphy Town Com-
mittee; Cay Mills, Chairman of the Dundas Town Committee; and Cephas Cooper, 
Administrator for Central Abaco. 

Please see Conference                  Page 7

The fifth Commonwealth Local Gov-
ernment Conference 2009 was a four-day 
event that started on May 11. Hosted 
by the Government of The Bahamas, 
the conference highlighted some of the 
recent thinking and innovations in local 
government. Participants heard about 
good practices from many Common-
wealth countries and learned about suc-

cessful local government projects in other 
areas of the world.

The Rt. Hon. Hubert Ingraham, Prime 
Minister of The Bahamas, opened the 
Conference at the Our Lucaya Hotel on 
Grand Bahama, welcoming more than 
500 delegates to the island and giving his 
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Works Min. Grant holds live television forum
However, his Ministry proposes to build a 
38,000 square foot terminal that will meet 
the needs of the community for the next 15 
years or longer. He further stated that the 
contract was signed earlier in the day with 
Vancouver Airport Services for $150,000 
to begin the preliminary work for the plan-
ning of the terminal.  

Craig Richmond, CEO and president of 
Vancouver Airport Services, spoke about 
the terminal development plan for the Lyn-
den Pindling Airport in Nassau and gave a 
brief overview of the work of Vancouver 
Airport Services. He stated that his compa-
ny is prepared to share its project resources 

Forum                                   From Page 1 in order to make this project a success. He 
and his team have been in Nassau long 
enough to know what Bahamians value 
and how business works. As a result of 
his company’s many successful projects he 
feels it can deliver quality service to Aba-
co. His company is about excellent service 
and creating a friendly inviting atmosphere 
that will make passengers feel welcome. 
He stated that the Lynden Pindling Airport 
will be a first class airport. 

Additionally, he explained that his com-
pany’s airport management is self-sustain-
ing as it does not receive any assistance 
from the government. He showed photos 
of the proposed airport in Nassau to give 
Abaconians an idea of what their airport 

could look like. The photos showed the 
outside of the terminal building and the 
landscaping, the inside of the terminals and 
a picturesque photo of the airport at dusk.  

Steward Sleeves, vice president of air-
port development, heads the project in 
Nassau and will oversee the project on 
Abaco as well. He spoke about the termi-
nal design and the steps that must be taken 
before the construction of the terminal 
can begin. Some of those considerations 
are passenger forecast, site planning and 
selection, facility design time line, termi-
nal design concept, budget and schedule. 
He stated that his company is now enter-
ing phase three as it has already done the 
evaluation of the present airport and the 
passenger forecast. Within five years he 
stated that the estimate of the annual pas-
senger arrivals to  be 242,000, in 10 years 
309,000 and in 15 years 376,000. The site 
selection and design is expected to take six 
weeks. He then discussed general airport 
design and principles with those present in 
the studio and the television audience.  

He explained that the company will en-
sure that the airport is designed to meet 
present and future demand, the staff will 
consider the culture of the community to 
ensure that it adequately represents what 

Abaco is known for. It will be barrier free 
so that it can accommodate the elderly and 
disabled, it will use cost efficient materi-
als so that the airport can be maintained 
effectively and it will have separate hold-
ing rooms for domestic and international 
travelers. The actual construction of the 
terminal is estimated to take a year and 
a half. While the new building is being 
constructed, residents and visitors will 
continue using the existing terminal. The 
new terminal will allow for expansion and 
redundancy services will be put in place.  

He explained the potential floor plan 
which was very technical, showed pho-
tos of the potential building exterior, then 
later opened the floor for comments and 
discussion. He stated that soon the compa-
ny will meet with stakeholders to go over 
plans so that drawings can be fine tuned. 
Some of the stakeholders will include 
Tourism, Water and Sewerage, BEC, 
BTC, Customs and Immigration. The 
live audience and viewing audience gave 
suggestions and called in comments. Mr. 
Sleeves told them that they can also email 
comments and suggestions to permanent 

About 40 people were in attendance at the television studio to hear the presentation of 
the Vancouver Airport Services company about a new terminal for the Marsh Harbour 
International Airport. Tentative plans have been drawn for a 38,000 square foot building 
that will be revised with input from government agencies and local people. The initial 
planning will take several weeks. Contruction of the terminal building will take about a 
year and a half but no comments were made about when money would be allocated for 
its construction. The contracts that were signed earlier in the day with Vancouver Air-
port Services covered the planning stages only. The control tower will be a completely 
separate building. 

Please see Forum                            Page 6
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By Raymond Kongwa  
The government has contracted Van-

couver Airport Services to design a new 
terminal and control tower at the Marsh 
Harbour International Airport. Public 
Works and Transport Minister, the Hon. 
Neko Grant, signed a contract for the work 
with Craig Richmond during a signing cer-
emony held on May 21 at the Education 
office in Marsh Harbour. Mr. Richmond is 
the CEO and president of Nassau Airport 
Development Company, a subsidiary of 
Vancouver Airport Services.  

Vancouver Airport Services of Brit-
ish Columbia, Canada, was one of three 
companies that had been contracted to de-

sign a new a terminal under the Christie 
administration. This company specializes 
in airport planning and management and 
is currently managing the Lynden Pindling 
International Airport on New Providence. 

Mr. Grant noted that the initial design 
has been “revised after discussions with 
the Ministry of Public Works and Trans-
port on the specific needs of a new termi-
nal at Marsh Harbour. This revised design 
review has now formed the basis for the 
proposal for the development of a design 
concept,” Mr. Grant explained. He de-
clined to give details about the contract. 

The signing ceremony turned turbulent 
when Dundas Town Chief Councillor Cay 

The Hon. Neko Grant, Minister of Public Works and Transport, visited Abaco on May 
21 to sign contracts in Marsh Harbour for the planning and designing of a new terminal 
building and control tower at the Marsh Harbour International Airport. The contract was 
with the Vancouver Airport Services represented by Craig Richmond. Shown are Mr. 
Grant and Mr. Richmond holding the contract surrounded by government officials from 
Nassau and Abaco.  

Min. Neko Grant inspected the progress being made at the Marsh Harbour airport on the 
work that is required before the new runway can be in service for daylight use. The trees 
on the left need to be removed. Work continues to prepare the runway for traffic. 

Vancouver firm will plan new airport terminal and tower
Mills, during a question period, accused 
Mr. Grant and the Ingraham administra-
tion of ignoring local landscape designers 
by awarding a contract for planting grass 
along the airport’s new runway to a Grand 
Bahamian landscaper. 

Mr. Grant and members of his team 
who traveled to Abaco for the signing 
maintained that the hydro-seeding tech-
nique being used for planting the grass at 
the airport was a specialized process that 
was not being used by local landscapers.

Minister inspects work on new runway
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secretary Colin Higgs. At the end of his 
presentation, the residents were given time 
for questions which the panel answered.  

The questions asked concerned safety of 
the building for hurricanes, the possibil-
ity for its use as a shelter, security of the 
building against terrorist attacks, adequate 
parking for passengers (long and short 
term parking), parking for taxi drivers, use 
of solar panels and energy efficient cool-
ing devices and sufficient counters for the 
airlines. The panel answered all questions 
professionally and assured the residents 
that they will present them to their team 
for consideration.

Minister Grant stated that an informal 
town meeting will be held within the com-
ing weeks to allow residents who did not 
want to call in to express their concerns 
and/or make suggestions before any plans 
are finalized.

Forum                                  From Page 2

Early in the day while Mr. Grant was 
on Abaco for signing contracts, he visited 
Hope Town on an invitation by that is-
land’s Chief Councillor, Jeremy Sweeting. 

Mr. Grant was shown an eroded seawall 
at Sunshine Park. The park on the wa-
terfront of Hope Town harbour is where 
freight boats unload their cargo that is then 
trucked to various parts of the island. The 
fill behind the wooden plank piling has 
washed out. Mr. Sweeting and the two 
Councillors from Elbow Cay, Lana Rus-
sell and Harold Malone, discussed the 
situation with Mr. Grant. The Hope Town 
District Council is willing to put $50,000 
of its capital budget toward the rebuilding 

of the seawall estimated to cost a total of 
$148,000. Mr. Grant will discuss the situ-
ation with Cabinet but felt that Council’s 
offer will go a long way toward convincing 
Cabinet to pay the remaining cost. 

Mr. Grant and his group also inspected 
the storm-damaged dune supporting the 
road at White Sound. The original damage 
was caused by Hurricane Floyd in 1999 
and further damage was caused by Hur-
ricanes Frances and Jeanne in 2004. The 
sand under the road is slowly being eroded 
away. Mr. Grant will present the situation 
to Cabinet and recommend that engineers 
view the situation for recommendations.

Min. Grant makes inspections on Elbow Cay

The fill behind the sea wall at Sunshine Park in Hope Town is washed out. Minister Grant 
inspected the situation while it was raining and will discuss a rebuilding of the seawall 
with Cabinet.

The road on the oceaan dune at White Sound, Elbow Cay, has had serious problems for 
ten years and residents of the area are concerned that another hurricane could wash the 
road out. This road is the only access by land to the southern part of the cay. Improving 
the situation will take engineers to study varioius methods of stopping the erosion, any of 
which will probably be an expensive repair.    

Minister of Works Neko Grant, right, and 
Permanent Secretary Colin Higgs spoke at 
the televised forum held to inform Abaco 
residents about plans for the Marsh Har-
bour terminal. 
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Live Music Every Saturday Night 7 pm - until 

White Sound, Elbow Cay

FULL SERVICE MARINA
• 60 Deepwater Slips 
• Fuel/ Oil/ Bait/ Ice

• Fresh Water 
• Garbonzo Reef Bar

WATERFRONT VILLAS
• One, two & three 

bedroom units 
• On the ocean & harbour

• Full kitchen/ air cond/ sat TV
For local transporation to Sea Spray call VHF 16 or 366-0065

email : info@seasprayresort.com 
www.seasprayresort.com

Boat House 
Restaurant

Bahamian Breakfast - Sat. & Sun.

Enjoy a delicious dinner with us
Sea Spray will pick up from Hope Town

Bahamian Buffet Night every Monday 

Chinese Bahamian Night every Wednesday
Long day in the boat? Too much sun? Too much fun?

What’s for Dinner? Let us deliver your dinner!
 Delivery Available 6:30 pm - 9 pm 

From Pizzas to a Full Meal
Tahiti Beach to the Post Offi ce Dock

For limited time only

Book Now for 30% off on Villas
April 1 through August 31 

backing to improving local government in 
The Bahamas. His keynote address was 
on making decentralization work in small 
states. Speakers included Bahamas’ Min-
ister of State for Local Government, the 
Hon. Byran Woodside.

High-level politicians, policy-makers 
and practitioners from national and local 
governments from around the world at-
tended the event including many from The 
Bahamas as well as the Caribbean, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Pacific.

The Commonwealth Local Government 
Conference is a major international event 
for local government decision-makers. 
They meet to learn about new ideas, ap-
proaches and technology that can support 
their councils in the delivery of better ser-
vices. The conference is held every two 

Conference                           From Page 1 years, but this is the first time it has been 
held in the Caribbean.

In addition to speeches, the conference 
included discussions and working group 
sessions ranging in topic from “resourc-
ing” local government for improvement 
to working with civil society, volunteer-
ing and social enterprise. Delegates were 
allowed to choose from seven study visits 
of local government capacity building proj-
ects in Freeport or opt to participate in a 
workshop on improving local government 
through the use of technology.

Each council in the Family Island was 
allowed to send three delegates. At least 
eight elected local government officials 
represented Abaco at the conference as 
well as Abaco’s three 
appointed administra-
tors.

Conference gave many ideas to be used locally
By Raymond Kongwa

Hope Town’s Chief Councillor Jeremy 
Sweeting and North Abaco’s Chief Coun-
cillor Steven Pedican agreed that one of 
the most dynamic and thought-provoking 
presentations made at the Commonwealth 
Local Government Conference was that of 
Jamaican Minister of State with responsi-
bility for Local Government Robert Mon-
tague.

Mr. Pedican said Mr. Montague’s pre-
sentation crystallized for him how crucial 
keeping open lines of communication be-
tween local and central government officials 
is to effective local governance. “There is a 

big break-
down in 
c o m m u -
n i c a t i o n 
b e t w e e n 
local and 
c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n -
m e n t 
when try-
ing to get 
informa-
t i o n , ” 
said Mr. 
Pedican of 
the Baha-
mian sys-

tem. “It’s very demeaning that you have to 
go through so much just to get information 
on certain ministries or departments.”

While making his presentation to the 
conference, Mr. Montague, who served 
as a mayor (equivalent to chief councillor) 
prior to entering parliamentary politics, 
said, “In Jamaica we have embraced the 
common vision and are undergoing a local 
government reform process in which these 
principles form the basis on which all local 
authorities aspire to operate the Common-
wealth vision.

Citizen participation - town hall meet-
ing, mayors’ forums, open budgeting con-
sultations
• Autonomy - central government return-
ing function to local authorities so they 
become less dependent on central govern-
ment
• Local authorities increasing revenue 
sources
• Accountability - local accounts committees
• Transparency - financial management 
system in place
• Capacity building - training for council-
lors and administrative staff, revenue en-
hancements workshops
• Legal framework - entrenchment of local 
government in the Jamaican constitution 
advanced. 

Hope Town Council member Harold Malone and 
Chief Councillor of the Hope Town Council Jer-
emy Sweeting felt that they benefitted from the 
experience of being with international local gov-
ernment officials.  

Jamaican speeech gave specifi c goals

By Raymond Kongwa 
Central Abaco District Administrator 

Cephas Cooper has vowed to encourage 
better use of information technology to de-
liver service and enhance communication in 
his jurisdiction. Mr. Cooper was speaking 
during an interview with The Abaconian on 
his impression of the Commonwealth Local 
Government Conference which he recently 
attended in Freeport. 

“One of things I will emphasize within 
the Central Abaco District after the con-
ference is the need to utilize technology 
to communicate with the people and offer 
services to the people,” he told The Aba-
conian. He left the conference appreciat-

ing the need for wider 
consultation in the 
decision-making pro-
cesses with local gov-
ernment. He said the 
conference helped him 
better understand that 
“officials do not own 
the system, but the sys-
tem is owned by the people.” Mr. Cooper 
added that the conference had given him 
a chance to “sit shoulder to shoulder with 
local government officials from throughout 

Administrator will push 
for use of technology

Please see Administrator          Page 11
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Shocked at 
attitude of doctors

To the Editor: 
I would like to write of my experience 

with the emergency medical care in Aba-
co. I am a Bahamian living on Abaco for a 
number of years. Upon my initial arrival, 
I had the need to see a doctor. I ended up 

at one of the local private practices here on 
the island. To my shock and surprise dur-
ing my consultation with the doctor, I was 
told that if I was living here, I needed to 
introduce my entire family to the office and 
ensure that ALL of my medical needs were 
taken care of by his office. Otherwise, if 
I had an emergency after hours, he would 
NOT respond to my emergency. His exact 
words were, “I am not prepared to be your 
night and weekend doctor.”  Having left 
the office in complete fear that something 
would happen to one of my children, I im-
mediately started going to the office for all 
of our needs.

After many years of attending his office, 
I had the unfortunate situation of needing 
emergency care for my three-year-old 
daughter. It was about 5:30 p.m., (not late 
at all). I tried calling the doctor’s office 
and got no response. I then called the doc-
tor’s residence and got the doctor’s wife, 
who informed me that he was not home. I 
told her that I needed help for my daugh-
ter. To my surprise, there was no care or 
concern in her voice; she simply stated that 
I should try to call the office number again 
and listen to the answering machine. She 
did not ask if it was a life or death situation 
or any other questions, for that matter. 

Left with nothing else to do, I called the 
office back and got instructions to dial an 
emergency number. I got the ambulance 
service on the phone and the operator told 
me to go the government clinic for treat-
ment. My initial response was – NO WAY 
– my daughter was not going to be seen by 
the government clinic. I realize now, to my 
extreme embarrassment, that this was a very 
prejudiced way of looking at the situation.

Even though I was hesitant, I had no 
other alternative than to take my daughter 
to the clinic. We were greeted at the clinic 
after a short wait by a pleasant nurse. This 
nurse DID NOT say she couldn’t treat us 
because we had never been there before; she 
DID NOT say she couldn’t treat us because 
it was after hours; she gently and gracefully 
attended to my scared daughter. The service 
we got was equal to or better than the pri-
vate care we had previously received.

And now the best part – after treat-
ment was completed , I asked for my bill. 
“There is no bill,” the nurse replied. “The 
services for your child (including antibiot-
ics) are all FREE!”

I cannot remember the last time I re-

Please see Letters                           Page 9

We view this newspaper as a window 
to Abaco which is a very active island. 
Coupled with its diverse activity is its ex-
tensive size, over 110 miles long. Then we 
must consider that four towns are reached 
by ferry boat only while two others are a 
plane ride away. Keeping up with all of the 
activity is a challenge. 

Our job is to summarize this activity in 
words and pictures to bring it to the pub-
lic’s attention. The information includes 
church, social, school, crime and news 
items appealing to our residents and visi-
tors. Then there are various government 
projects and resorts under construction to 
report on. Now and then we tuck in a bit of 
Abaco history. Mixed in are the activities 
of various organizations that know their 
activities are more important than anything 
else and therefore need extensive expo-
sure. We do our best to condense, sort and 
present this information.

As Abaco grows and government fa-
cilities expand to meet their obligations to 
keep pace with Abaco’s growth, we feel 
obligated to keep our readers informed.

 Opportunities for Abaco people are 
presented in many forms, scholarship in-
formation for students, civic and environ-
mental involvement for those inclined, 
employment opportunities and government 
tenders for a variety of work. One opportu-
nity for our Abaco residents is bidding on 
the occasional government tender. 

Government tenders range from minor 
requests by local government to multi-
million dollar jobs such as airport paving. 
However, the public notice for central gov-
ernment jobs on Family Islands is usually 
posted only in Nassau and not on the island 
where the work is to be done. This presents 
a major challenge for interested parties to 
obtain information. We are not entirely 
conversant with the tender and bid process 
but believe that bids under $50,000 can be 
accepted locally while projects in excess of 
this amount must be submitted to Nassau 
for consideration.

Government issues a public tender no-
tice that gives a very brief description of 
the job. Interested persons must get the 
package of tender documents which gives 
the scope of work, qualifications required, 

insurance needed, detailed plans and other 
information. The document package for 
large projects typically costs $100 and is 
available only in Nassau. This payment 
helps to ensure that only serious and quali-
fied persons or companies get involved.

Persons or companies biding are often 
required to show that they have the finan-
cial capability to do the work and that they 
have the required equipment and techni-
cal expertise to accomplish the job com-
petently. Work is not always awarded to 
the lowest bidder as many factors come 
into play in awarding the bid. Expertise 
and past performance often count heavily 
in the final decision.

On the surface it seems to be a fairly 
straight-forward process: tenders are post-
ed, interested parties decide if it is worth 
investing $100 to learn more, those inter-
ested prepare and submit their bid and wait 
for the public opening of the sealed bids. 

Although the bids are opened in pub-
lic, the various components of each bid 
must be analyzed, compared and weighed 
against the others with consideration to the 
anticipated final outcome of the completed 
job. The winning bid might be the lowest 
bid submitted, the highest or something in-
between.

At the local government level tenders 
are often requested for the mundane jobs 
of maintaining the towns. Mowing the road 
verges and collecting residential refuse are 
two common jobs that are tendered each 
year and decided locally. 

The local government process in Marsh 
Harbour for publicly posting the notice is 
rather vague. Often it consists of a single 
notice in a second floor  window over the 
Post Office. The notice may also be given 
on the local Radio Abaco FM station one 
or more times.

The larger projects are advertised in 
the Nassau papers that are not widely read 
on Abaco. Rarely will a notice for these 
Abaco jobs be posted anywhere locally. 
Examples of missed opportunities for gov-
ernment work follow.

• Several years ago a contract for land 
preparation for two refuse transfer sites 
was awarded by the Ministry of Environ-
mental Health. A contractor from Andros 
was given the work. One site is off the 
Cherokee Road and the other is west of 
the causeway connecting Little Abaco with 

the main island. Abaco first became aware 
of this work when it was noticed that the 
woods were being cleared. Apparently, it 
was determined that Abaco did not have 
the capability to clear the woods or other-
wise prepare these sites. 

• On January  26, 2009, BEC issued 
a tender notice in the Nassau papers for 
work to a fire pump located at the Marsh 
Harbour power station. No known notice 
was given on Abaco and the outcome is 
not known.

• In mid-May 2009 the Ministry of 
Housing published a tender request in the 
Nassau papers for various engineering 
plans for utilities in Spring City as follow: 

a) Engineering services for the design of 
Roads and Drainage systems

b) Design an Electrical Distribution Sys-
tem

c) Design Potable Water and Sewerage 
Distribution Systems 

The bid deadline was May 26, 2009. 
We are unaware of any notice posted on 
Abaco. We are aware of a qualified engi-
neer on Abaco who would have bid on the 
electrical aspect had he known about it. 

• In early March we were notified in a 
public meeting that a contract approaching 
$400,000 was issued to a Freeport land-
scape company for “hydro seeding” the 
verges of the new runway at the Marsh 
Harbour airport. Initial government in-
quiries by those responsible determined 
that no one on Abaco had the expertise or 
equipment for this work. We have not seen 
the specifications but believe that the job 
involves the seeding of grass for 25 - 30 
acres on both sides and ends of the new 
runway.

Hydro seeding is the process of mixing 
mulch and seed into a water-based slurry 
in a large tank and spraying it onto the area 
to be seeded. The subsequent spongy mat 
keeps the seed in place and provides mois-
ture, nourishment and a growth medium 
while the roots become established.

• On March 25, 2009, BEC advertised 
in Nassau for tenders for the Engineering 
and Design of Transmission Circuits relat-
ed to the new power station at Wilson City. 
We inquired of BEC why no notice was 
given on Abaco and were told that no one 
on Abaco was qualified to do this work. 
Perhaps  they are correct. However, there 

is an electrical engineer here who would 
have liked the opportunity to submit a bid 
and then let BEC decide if he was qualified 
or not.

Our complaint to BEC brought the re-
sponse that future work would be posted 
here when local capability existed.

• In mid-May, 2009, BEC issued a ten-
der notice related to the new Wilson City 
power plant for road grading and easement 
clearing for transmission lines. No public 
notice was known to be made on Abaco 
although one heavy equipment operator 
was personally notified of this work. We 
contacted a second operator who was quite 
interested and immediately went for more 
information.

It would appear that BEC was satisfied 
that none of the Abaco heavy equipment 
operators knew how to clear a right-of-way 
or grade a road. Why can’t government 
corporations post their notices on Abaco as 
well as New Providence? If our contractors 
feel qualified, let them bid. If their bid is 
competitive, BEC can them examine their 
past performance, qualifications, equip-
ment and other factors and move forward.

No doubt there are other examples of 
government projects for Abaco which have 
not been advertised locally. Government’s 
obscure tender process is quite efficient at 
maintaining anonymity.

The intention of seeking bids from mul-
tiple sources is to ensure that choices are 
available and that government gets value 
for the money spent. When local contrac-
tors are chosen, an element of local pride 
is involved as the contractor must live with 
his work and his neighbors. A shoddy job 
would not sit well with his peers. 

It is interesting that government often 
compliments Abaco on its ability to ac-
complish and move forward. Abaco has 
very competent people in a variety of busi-
nesses that could fulfill any contract they 
sign. They should be given the opportunity 
to compete. 

Posting tender notices locally requesting 
bids for jobs should not be such an obscure 
process.

We can remember that 50 years ago it 
was an Abaco company that built airports 
and roads throughout the Family Islands. 
We still have capable people. Government 
needs to broaden its outlook.
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Order  The Abaconian  Today

Apr 2006

Name 
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Postal code           +    Country 
E-mail (or Fax)                             (for renewal)
24 issues - US$ or B$        Above subscription is a gift from:
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Mail to: 990 Old Dixie Hwy, #14, Lake Park, FL  33403      
or:         P.O. Box AB 20551, Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

If you want to renew this gift next year, 
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Why subscribe
Receiving the Abaconian regularly will keep you informed 
on  issues such as:   • Resort & hotel development
• Improvements to roads, airport, docks, schools, etc.
• Phone and electric company changes
• Fishing, boating & sporting activities
• Immigration, taxes or duty changes
• Changes to laws and regulations

• Community events
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• Actions by local government

Unforgettable celebrations inside our doorstep, adventure outside our doorstep - a stress-free atmosphere 

and access to unforgettable activities. We’ll refresh your body, soothe your mind and feed your soul. 

We can’t wait to have you drop by.  

Elbow Cay | Abaco | Bahamas
1.800.468.8799 | 242.366.0133 | AbacoInn.com

Prime Rib Every Friday Night
Sunday Breakfast Buffet & Omelette Station
Tuesday is Locals’ Night . DJ Music
Happy Hour Daily 5-6pm

T A N  Y O U R  T O E S  I N  T H E  A B A C O S

Relax. Rejuvenate.
Enjoy the view.

 Happy Hour Daily

 2 for 1 Happy Hour on Sundays and Wednesdays

 Prime Rib on select Friday nights -  call us

 Breakfast Buffet & Omelette Station on select Sundays   
Call us for details

ceived anything for free, much less good 
medical care! Thank you to the Bahamian 
government for being there for my daugh-
ter, when the doctor that I have paid so 
much money to over the years could have 
cared less about her well being! I wonder 
what happened to the statement. “you must 
attend my office regularly to expect emer-
gency care.” I guess he forgot!

I have lived in both Nassau, and Florida 
before coming to Abaco and never have I 
experienced calling or paging my private 
doctor or my kids’ pediatricians and not re-
ceived a phone call back giving me advice 
on what I should do. In my opinion, that’s 
what a doctor is supposed to do. If you are 
not interested in being bothered by your 
patients after hours, then you should seek 
an alternative career choice. Doctors are 
supposed to be caring and compassionate.  

 A concerned mother

Visitor is concerned 
about boat thefts

To whom it may concern:
Having had my fishing boat stolen 

Wednesday, literally 10 feet from my mo-
tor yacht, I am wondering what happens 
when the criminals stop stealing boats.  On 
the day my boat was stolen, I heard from 
locals that five boats had been stolen from 
Marsh Harbor just last week.  When they 
stop stealing boats to smuggle drugs and 
people, do the criminals start robbing from 
the luxury boats around The Bahamas?  If 
so, the days of your tourism and fishing 
are surely numbered.  Your government 
must do something or word will quickly 

spread to the states.  Then when people 
crimes start, no one will want to come to 
the Bahamas.  What a shame that will be 
for everyone.

 A concerned boating visitor
I love the Bahamas, Please do some-

thing to stop the crime.

Fisherman resents 
foreign fi shing charters

Dear Editor,
This past winter here on Abaco the winds 

blew steadily out of the north to northeast, 
to east to southeast, gusting 20 to 25 knots, 
making it difficult to get out on the open 
ocean with any vessel less than 35 feet and 
even larger vessels found it rough. Hence 
fishing was sometimes limited to bottom 
fishing in the shallow semi-protected areas 
on the lee side of the islands.

On several occasions during this time I 
noticed the same fairly large (50 foot) ves-
sel anchoring on my starboard quarter on 
or near the same area I was bottom fishing 
with my clients.

Only after reading past publications of 
The Abaconian and seeing a North Abaco 
fishing tournament publication did I sci-
entifically deduce or realize about these 
two boats were operating business out of a 
central location on Abaco, American reg-
istered, non-duty paid vessels publicly ad-
vertising, fishing, deep sea fishing, island 
hopping and bottom fishing.

I realize my boat is only 30 feet, and I 
don’t know if I will be able to ever afford a 
half million dollar 50-footer. Definitely, if 
the government allows this or even encour-

Letters                                    From Page 8

Dear Editor,
As a former Member of Parliament 

for South Abaco for 15 years, I beg your 
indulgence to make a few comments in 
response to the many comments and let-
ters to the editor from the Bahamas Sea 
Turtle Conservation Group.

I believe my record is clear on my con-
cern with regards to the protection and 
conservation of our marine resources. 
House records will reflect that I was the 
first M.P. for government or opposition 
to support the ban on longline fishing.

I also grew up in a Family Island com-
munity in the 40s and 50s to proud and 
honest parents, my father being a farmer/
fisherman; my mother a very godly home-
maker. Together they raised 12 children. 
Needless to say, I enjoyed many a meal 
of stewed turtle, turtle steak, etc. at their 
table. In those days, I also ate many turtle 
eggs, which brings me to my first point.

If the government puts a total ban on 
sea turtles, how do we police it? Let me 
pause here to congratulate and thank the 
Friends of the Environment leadership 
here on Abaco for their many educational 
programs in protecting our environment.

Now here are a few suggestions. Ban 
the sale of turtle meat in our restaurants 
and when we are doing that, we should 
also ban the sale of crawfish in restau-
rants during the months of May, June and 
July, leaving April so that the restaurants 
can dispose of any extra they may have 
purchased during the open season.

I have had the opportunity to visit the 
Cayman Island turtle farm on two oc-
casions. The last just last month with a 
family group of 13 which included five 
of my darling grandchildren. This was 
the highlight of their cruise. I ask why 
not a similar farm in The Bahamas, in 
particular Abaco, where we have many 
creeks and blue holes. This could be a 
major attraction for our tourists as well 
as thousands of our children who may 
never have the opportunity to visit the 
Caymans. I know there would be those 
who would be opposed to turtles in cap-

tivity. Yet there would be some of those 
same protesters who have a parrot, para-
keet or some other bird stuck in cages, 
or dogs that are taken hundreds of miles 
by air or car in cages to compete at dog 
shows. What about the millions of chick-
ens which have their throats slit every 
day so that we may not go hungry.

Last point, I think that environmental-
ists would do well to get input from some 
of our fishermen who share many of their 
views regarding the protection of our ma-
rine resources rather than slam-dunking 
them, accusing them of catching turtles 
to sell to environmentalists.

I have slaughtered a few turtles in my 
day (it was a part of our culture) and 
slaughtering a 200 pound turtle is no easy 
task. So I’m sure any fisherman would be 
happy to collect $500 rather than butcher 
that turtle.

Finally, to the Minister, in my humble 
opinion, it is not my view that under these 
difficult times when many of our Family 
Islanders are struggling to put food on the 
table, with no pork chops, steak or chick-
en in the freezer, these people should be 
denied the right to take a turtle for their 
consumption.

 Sincerely,
 Robert P. Sweeting
P.S. In response to the letter written 

to the Editor in the May 18 Tribune, 
comments about April Fool’s Day. It’s 
wonderful that we have a government 
where our letter writers feel free to make 
comments and this brings me to another 
point. I had the responsibility of Shadow 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
from 2002 to 2007 when we had to deal 
with the Korean Fishing scandal. I don’t 
remember any support in that affair from 
the Bahamas Sea Turtle Conservation 
group. At least, no one contacted me on 
the matter. Just think what would have 
happened to our turtles if the PLP would 
have gotten away with that deal. Just 
imagine our turtle flippers being shipped 
to Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, etc. Yum! 
Yum!

More Letters to the Editor
A letter from our former MP

Please see Letters                         Page 26

Remember to Buckle Up
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Road Work                            From Page 1

By Raymond Kongwa  
Public Works and Transport Minis-

ter Neko Grant signed contracts for more 
than $4 million worth of road and sidewalk 
construction and reconstruction in North 
Abaco. The contracts were signed during a 
ceremony held at the Court Room in Coo-
per’s Town on May 21.  

The works to be completed include re-
construction of Cornish Avenue in Coo-
per’s Town, reconstruction or resurfac-
ing of more than 28 miles of road in the 
northern Abaco settlements between the 
Treasure Cay airport and Crown Haven 
and construction of sidewalks between 
Fire Road and the Cooper’s Town Primary 
School. 

The contract for rebuilding the road-
way was awarded to Bahamas Hot Mix in 
the amount of $3,667,040. Robert Edge-

North Abaco residents 
appreciative of road work

Steve Pedican, Chief Councillor for North Abaco, spoke at the signing of the contracts for 
road work in North Abaco  He thanked the Minister for having the work done as North 
Abaconians have been wanting the repairs to be done for some time. 

By Raymond Kongwa
The Hope Town District Chief Council-

lor has called on Central Government to 
consider granting local government dis-
tricts authority to collect revenue within 
their administrative jurisdictions. “It’s 
definitely something to think about,” said 
Mr. Jeremy Sweeting. “The debate should 
start.”

Mr. Sweeting’s remarks were made dur-
ing an interview he gave The Abaconian on 
his impression of the Commonwealth Local 
Government Conference which he attended 
in Freeport last month. “I found it interest-
ing to learn that in Jamaica and in a lot 
of Commonwealth countries for that mat-
ter, they are allowed to collect a lot of the 
taxes,” Mr. Sweeting said. “In The Baha-
mas, unfortunately, local government can-
not collect taxes or generate any revenue. 
We are strictly under funded from central 
government and sometimes that handcuffs 
our ability to properly bring service to our 
towns,” he continued. 

He recommended the government con-
sider real property tax as a levy that local 
government districts might collect. “If we 
were given the autonomy to collect just the 
real property tax in our districts,” he said, 
“even if the government didn’t want to give 
us the authority to keep all of the revenue” 
both arms of government would still derive 
more revenue than they currently do. 

Foreign property owners in the Family 
Islands pay real property tax but Baha-
mians are exempt. Mr. Sweeting said, “I 
think the local government districts would 
be on top of it and make sure that real mar-
ket value is adhered to.”  He said that if as 
little as 30 percent of real property taxes 

that would be collected by local govern-
ment districts were used by the districts 
for capital development, the collection of 
that levy and local governments ability to 
support important capital works could be 
greatly improved.

combe, a local contractor, was awarded 
the Cornish Avenue project in the amount 
of $81,600 while Odel Cox, Calvin Parker 
and Bertram Cooper, also local contrac-
tors, were awarded contracts for a total of  
$330,930 for sidewalk construction.   

“I want to congratulate all of the con-
tractors who were successful in their bids 
to execute the projects as outlined,” Mr. 
Grant said during the signing. While noting 
Bahamas Hot Mix and the local contrac-
tors are well known for doing high quality 
work, Mr. Grant called on them to com-
plete the North Abaco works with the same 
level of quality they are known for and to 
do so in a timely fashion.  All of the con-
tractors vowed to do so. 

His team included Permanent Secretary 
Colin Higgs, Acting Director of Works 
Gordon Major, Chief Engineer Robert 
Garraway and Undersecretary Nicole 
Campbell.

Inspired by conference, chief 
councillor calls for autonomy

Chairman of the Murphy Town Commit-
tee Renardo Curry and Chairman of the 
Marsh Harbour Committee Ross Thomp-
sonenjoyed conversation with fellow del-
egates. 

THE EXTERMINATORS
LIMITED

Marsh Harbour, Abaco
Tent Fumigation • Pest Control

Soil Treatment
45 Years Experience

Tony Kemp • Tel: 367-3021



June  1, 2009        The Abaconian        Section A     Page 11

the Commonwealth and to learn about 
some of their challenges.” 

Meanwhile, South Abaco District 
Administrator Benjamin Pinder said 
the conference allowed him to compare 
the administration of local government 
in The Bahamas to that of other coun-
tries. He said making the comparisons 
gave him insight into some of the lim-
its of the Bahamians system. He gave 
the difference in the local government 
funding mechanisms between The Ba-
hamas and some other countries as an 
example. “Here we are funded 100 per-
cent by Central Government,” he said. 

Administrator                  From Page 7 “In some other countries as little as ten 
percent of their local government fund-
ing comes from Central Government.” 
He believed the conference would “help 
us understand our horizons as far as local 
government is concerned.”  

North Abaco District Administrator 
Theophilus Cox said he learned at the 
conference that in many countries the 
caliber of people that offer themselves for 
local government is very high. “I learned 
that in some countries you have law-
yers and other highly skilled and trained 
people in local government.” He felt the 
conference was well organized and was 
proud that The Bahamas had played host.  

By having had the conference in The 

Bahamas, he said that it was likely that 
more Bahamians working in local gov-
ernment would make use of the informa-
tion and resources that are provided by 
the Commonwealth Local Government 
Forum which put on the conference. 

Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham 
opened the conference which was held 
at the Lucaya Conference Center.

Cubell Davis, Chief Councillor for Central Aba-
co, and Renardo Curry, Chairman of the Murphy 
Town Committee, were exposed to many new, 
practical ideas that local government practioners 
have found to be successful in other countries. 

Local attendees came back with new ideas

Substitute Lionfi sh
 for Grouper 

in your meals
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577-0550

ABACO’S NEWEST SOD FARM
Call for Details

Fax: 367-2424

ECONOMIC STIMULUS
PACKAGE 2009

RENT A BOAT
FOR ONE DAY

Second day is FREE!!
We have Kayak, Fishing 

Rods and Snorkel Set
FOR RENT

Other discounts are available
CONACT US FOR DETAILS

*Some restrictions apply

Hope Town, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 366-0023
Fax: (242) 366-0189

Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Ph: (242) 367-5460
Fax: (242) 367-2516

VHF 16
www.seahorseboatrentals.com

Complimentary Pick Up & Delivery

*

Central Abaco  News 

By Julian Lockhart
A number of speakers of Fidelity Bank 

from New Providence as well as from Ab-
aco spoke about how to save money, the 
kind of investments to look at purchasing 
for the long haul and what an individual 
should do in each stage of his life to prepare 
for “building their ark” for retirement. The 
seminar was held at New Vision Ministries 
on May 15 and provided a number of self 
help options.

Fidelity Bank president Gregory Bethel 
said there are five key points in life when 

it comes to money, earning ability and 
building up a nest egg to live as comfort-
ably as possible when one’s earning abil-
ity is diminished. It starts with how much 
money one can make and keep, how much 
knowledge one garners, who one has re-
lationships with, how healthy one is and 
how much wisdom one has. He said all of 
these factors play a role in whether a per-
son lives a comfortable life or whether they 
are continuously struggling from paycheck 
to paycheck. Investing money is even more 
important at this time, especially for young 
people just starting out, as it gives them 
an opportunity to build up a portfolio and 
gives them something to fall back on in 
hard times.

Mr. Bethel said everyone should be in-
vesting and what he means by that is taking 
a little bit of money every time an individu-
al gets paid, putting it in a savings account, 
letting that accumulate and then using that 
money to buy an asset that will increase in 
value and then be sold.

Abaco’s Fidelity Financial manager 
Victoria Albury has a number of invest-
ment plans for any individual from sav-
ing a couple of dollars a week to buying 
property or stocks in a company. She said 
this is a perfect time for young people who 
have been employed for three or more 
years with a reputable and stable company 
to buy property as prices are dropping, and 
they can finally get a good deal on Abaco. 
She added that if anyone has the down pay-
ment for a property loan and can make 
the monthly payments, then jump on the 
opportunity now because land always ap-
preciates.

Mr. Bethel said, “Quick returns are not 
what young people should be looking for. 
They should be looking for small amounts 
invested for long periods of time. Quick 
returns are for people who need to go on 
a very serious investment program because 
they only have 10 to15 years left to invest 
and save. Young people need to start with 
a regular savings account and after 18 

months to two years they can build up to 
a term deposit. After a term deposit they 
can look at buying land or investing shares 
in a company. There are different stages 
of credit and I am not going to lend you 
money until you go through the stages to 
get there. If someone comes to me to buy a 

Please see Central                        Page 13

Fidelity Financial held a seminar on fi-
nancial planning. The main speaker was 
Fidelity Bank president Gregory Bethel, 
right, from Nassau who gave very practical 
advice suitable for any age person. Mrs. 
Victoria Albury is the manager of Fidelity 
Financial in Marsh Harbour.  

Fidelity Financial holds seminar

Abaco has been receiving record amounts of rain for the past several weeks. The corner 
between Marsh Harbour and Dundas Town is a area where the road gets flooded. A 
drain was installed to drain the water off. But unfortunately, it was installed too high to 
be effective so the corner still floods.

MARINEMARINE

“Tie-erd” of the same old
Father’s Day Gifts?

Get that man a

#1 On The Water
From Abaco’s only Certifi ed Mercury

Retailer and Service Center
see our

Father’s Day
special on ALL lures!

20% OFF June 12-19       
(cash sales only) 

$20.00 OFF
selected

Eagle Claw
Trolling Rods

National Marine has what you need!

National

Need more details?
Call 367-2326
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house, but they have never taken out a loan 
to buy a car or something, I will recom-
mend something else,” he concluded.

One has to wonder if Abaconians are 
in denial about the far reaching effects of 
the global recession as the turn-out for the 
free seminar on how to wade through this 
recession by Fidelity Bank and the Money 
Centre was barely attended.

Mrs. Albury said “I think we got some 
quality attendees, but we definitely ex-
pected more. For a free self-help seminar 
we would have expected a better turnout 
for people to learn how to prepare for the 
recession and to improve their financial 

More Central Abaco  News 

Central                                From Page 12 position. I don’t think the recession has re-
ally touched Abaco quite enough yet for 
people to be scrambling or panicking about 
a recession. I don’t even know they are in 
denial and I think when it is going to hit 
here is in November in the fourth quarter 
when everyone is expecting the numbers to 
go back up at that time. I don’t think there 
will be a season,” she added. 

Cycling Association vis-
ited Marsh Harbour again

By Mirella Santillo
On May 9th the New Providence Cy-

cling Association visited to Marsh Harbour 
not for a bicycle race this time but for a 
friendly visit “to give back to the commu-

nity of Marsh Harbour,” explained one of 
the members, Sylvia Russell. Five adults, 
Barron Musgrove, Larry Russell and his 
wife, Amanda Graham and Marlene Mo-
nuk, accompanied by some young mem-
bers of the cycling association junior de-
velopment program met at the Neem shop 
in Marsh Harbour.

After a briefing on Neem trees and the 
benefits of the Neem products by Daphne 
de Gregory, the cycling association made 
a presentation of two neem trees to stu-
dents representing Every Child Counts and 
Agape Christian School.

The group then drove to the Neem Farm 
for a day of fun and bonding. The owner of 
the Neem Farm, Nick Miaoulis, gave them 
a tour. There were food and drinks and 
places to enjoy them in the shade. Some 

visitors brought their bicycles for a ride on 
the farm.

Perhaps the next visit from the cycling 
association will be for another cycle com-
petition in Marsh Harbour.

Businesses News 
Live Wire 

By Samantha V. Evans
Abaco now has its first game club lo-

cated in the B & L Plaza upstairs. The 
store opened in late February and propri-
etor, Michelle Thurston, explained that 
they specialize in all games and accesso-
ries. They sell a variety of used and new 
games, board games, PC games and card 
games. They also carry video game ac-

Members of the New Providence Cyling Association of Nassau visited Abaco on May 9 
to make donations of one neem tree each to Agape Christian School and Every Child 
Counts. They hope to return for a cycling competition. The trees were presented by Bar-
ron Musgrove, president of the association.    

The railings at Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour had become badly damaged over 
time. The Marsh Harbour Town Committee has placed them farther back so that vehicles 
cannot bang into them. The work was done under the supervision of Mrs. Yvonne Kay.

Please see Central                        Page 16

BBQ Grills 20% off

Ice Chests 20% off

Power Tools 20% 0ff

Major Appliances 20% off

Unit Airconditioners 20% off

20%
Off   

Now until
FATHER’S DAY

Selected items on sale
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Entertainment Capital of the Abacos!

Hospitality Industry NightHospitality Industry Night
Pool Bar • Every Tuesday

 5:30 pm - 8 pm
Come and help us to celebrate and ac-

knowledge those persons and businesses 
in our Tourism Industry who have done so 

much for us all as a Nation and Region 

Talent ShowcaseTalent Showcase
Anglers’ Restaurant 

Every Thursday 7 pm until
Join us for a great evening

Rake N’ ScrapeRake N’ Scrape
At the Pool Bar • Friday Nights 

from 8:30 pm until
Live authentic Rake N’ Scrape with 

T-Time and the Boys

Gospel Sunday LunchGospel Sunday Lunch
Angler’s Restaurant 

Every Sunday  •  1 pm - 3 pm
Featuring Stephen Colebrook and the 

“Abaco Jubilee Singers” 
Join us for a great lunch 

with popular Gospel music

  The First AnnualThe First Annual
“Howl at the Moon” “Howl at the Moon” 

Potcake Ball Potcake Ball 
On the Beach  • Saturday, June 13th

7 pm Reception • Dinner at 8 pm
Live entertainment by the 

“Impact Band”
Show your support of the Abaco Friends 
of the Animals by joining us on the beach 
for a night of dinner, live entertainment 

and more. Tickets are on sale at the Front 
Desk of the Abaco Beach Resort for $55 
per person. Advanced, pre-paid reserva-
tions required by Friday, June 12, 2009. 
Please contact our Concierge for more 

information. 

Stephen ColebrookStephen Colebrook
Anglers’ Restaurant

 Wednesday - Sunday 6:30 pm until . . .
Pool Bar • Thursday - Saturday 

12:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Gospel Sunday • 1 pm - 3 pm

Enjoy the contemporary piano music and 
rich soulful vocals of the wonderful 

Stephen Colebrook performing

KaraokeKaraoke
Pool Bar • Monday Nights 

starting at 8 pm
Come and show off  your vocal talents

To the General Public: We want to thank you for your continued support 
and look forward to seeing you.

www.AbacoBeachResort.com

For more information on any of the upcoming events, 
please contact our Concierge via telephone 367-2158 ext. 6021 

or email 
Concierge@abacobeachresort.com.
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cessories, comic books for girls and boys, 
animated movies, martial arts DVDs and 
many more popular games. All games are 
sold reasonably and are comparable to US 
prices. Children can also sell used elec-
tronic games to Live Wire and receive a 
discount of their purchase. They also have 
a gaming club that persons can join where 
they can receive bonuses and discounts of 
video game rentals and benefit from other 
in store promotions. Gamers can also come 
in and special order games which will take 

More Central Abaco  News 

On May 16 a meeting was held at Abaco Beach Resort to discuss airlift into Abaco. Da-
vid Johnson, Deputy Director General, Business Development, from the Tourism office 
in Nassau met with industry partners on Abaco in a fact-finding session to discuss the 
challenges of increasing airlift while reducing the cost of air travel. The group presented 
different strategies. The Tourism officials aksed hoteliers and resort persons to assemble 
packages including room charges, meals and auxilary activities into a single price as an 
incentive to bring in more visitors. The Nassau persons asked for more local statistics to 
be amalgamated with information from other Family Islands for a more complete picture 
of the current economic situation. Shown are Michael Albury of the Abaco Chamber of 
Commerce; Bernadette Hall of Abaco’s Tourism office; Jeritizan Outten, Director of 
Tourism for the Northern Bahamas; Mannie Alexiou, owner of Abaco Beach Resort; Mr. 
Johnson; and Tyrone Sawyer, Director for Airlift.   

Airlift into Abaco was topic of meeting

Central                                  From Page 13 approximately one week to arrive. Persons 
looking for electronic game consoles for 
WII, PSP-2-3, XBOX and XBOX 360 can 
purchase them here as well. For more in-
formation call 454-8752 or visit the store: 
Monday through Saturdays 9am-6pm.

Information Technology Center 
By Samantha V. Evans

This center re-located in the Loyalist 
Plaza next to BAIC in December of last 
year due to the need for additional space. 
Information Technology Center specializes 

Please see Central                          Page 18

A truck, out of control, smashed through the wall of the Western Auto Building early on 
the morning of May 27. The truck stopped just inches from the building. The building is 
owned by Johnnie Pinder, who is looking over the damage. 

Truck crashes through wall

A new gazebo has been constructed at the Union Jack dock in Marsh Harbour. This dock 
is used extensively by our boating community as a convenient access to town and the 
gazebo will add to boaters’ comfort. Eventually it will have a bulletin board with maps 
and other information to further serve our visitors. 

www.craigaircenter.com

Craig Air Center In business for 23 years - An “ARGUS GOLD” safety rated company

Flying Beech B1900 aircraft 19 - seat airplanes

SCHEDULE
     Thursday - Monday: 

   Thursday - Monday:

Craig Air Center has lowered our fares 

to $275 each way.
Our fare is inclusive of all fees and taxes. 

Please don’t be fooled by companies that advertise 
a lower price and then add taxes and fees on top of 

their advertised fares. 

We own and operate our own aircraft and are not 
reliant on a third party to provide services to us.
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Serving ALL of Abaco

Professionally Installed by Drexco Enterprises 
Drexel “Jackie” Bootle, owner

(242) 475-3632       (242) 375-9676
US Toll Free 877-SHUTTER 

www.abacoshutters.com

“SHUTTER EXPERT”“SHUTTER EXPERT”
• Quality Products• Quality Products
• SALES & SERVICE• SALES & SERVICE
• Di• Direct Factory Connectionrect Factory Connection

“Call Us, You’ll Be Glad You Did”“Call Us, You’ll Be Glad You Did”

Storm Panels

*

By Julian Lockhart 
Cable Bahamas’ monopoly in providing 

cable services in The Bahamas is about to 
expire at the end of this year and it couldn’t 
come at a better time. Hopefully, this will 
force the company to provide better service 
not only here on Abaco but on the other 
Family Islands in The Bahamas.

The company stated that it is too expen-
sive to keep an office on Abaco on a con-
sistent basis because of rent. So to receive 
service a consumer needs to call the New 
Providence or Grand Bahama office and 
wait for a technician to come by to do the 
necessary repairs.

The hard part about that is they give you 
a weekday appointment when people are 
usually at work and state that the techni-
cian will show up between either 9 a.m. 
and 12 noon or 1 to 5 p.m. So you have to 
stay home to wait for a technician to call to 
say they are on the way.

Sometimes these technicians get caught 
up on other jobs and thus cannot make their 
appointment that day and the consumer is 
left with a wasted day waiting for someone 

to fix a service they pay for each month.
You could be calling for months for one 

problem to be repaired before it is finally 
fixed, and the entire time Cable Bahamas 
is continuing to charge you each month for 
the service you are currently not getting or 
if you are, not properly.

Another problem when dealing with 
Cable Bahamas is in terms of bill payment. 
Your bill usually arrives late, and there is 
no office located on Abaco where you can 
pay your bill. Instead you have to go to a 
bank to pay your cable bill. This takes days 
before it is processed and Cable Bahamas 
realizes your bill has been paid. However, 
if your bill is late, you have to fax in a 
copy of the payment to the bank just so the 
company does not suspend your account or 

to have it turn it back on.
This is from a company that is supposed 

to be providing flawless service to the 
Family Islands according to its agreement 
with the government of The Bahamas. So 
far Cable Bahamas has not lived up to all 
of its promises when signing this exclusive 
agreement to provide cable and Internet 
service in The Bahamas.

It is still a slap in the face to Abaco-
nians, the third largest consumer market 
for Cable Bahamas, that it does not have 
a permanent office on Abaco and refuses 
to maintain one on the island. There are 
thousands of consumers for cable televi-
sion and internet service on the island and 
yet Abaconians have to wait on service and 
have to call another island just to get help 

or questions answered.
It will not change unless locals continue 

to voice their anger to the parent compa-
ny, letting them know how unsatisfactory 
the current set-up is for them. Or until an-
other provider comes on stream and Cable 
Bahamas realizes it now has competition, 
which is always healthy for product im-
provement and development. Then it will 
have to step up its service level to its con-
sumers.

We have all seen what the lack of com-
petition in the market place has done to the 
service level of Batelco and the Bahamas 
Electrical Corporation and hopefully with 
some healthy competition Cable Bahamas 
will start taking the consumer demands of 
Abaconians serious.

Viewpoint . . . Cable Bahama gives very poor serivce

First Annual 
Lionfi sh Derby 

& Dinner
Green Turtle Club

June 5th & 6th
Grand Prize

Most Lionfi sh Caught  
First  Place:  $2,000
Second:        $1,000
Third:            $   500

Largest Lionfi sh    
First Place:  $  500*
Second:       $  300
Third:           $  150

*If Bahamian record 
is broken $500 bonus

Smallest Lionfi sh     
First Place:  $ 250
Second:       $ 150
Third:           $ 100

For details email
lionfi shderby@gmail.com

or call 242-365-4411
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bahamian cuisine
on Hope Town’s waterfront

Bar Opens Daily 10 a.m.
Closed on Tuesdays

Happy Hour 5 - 6 p.m.

Lunch & Dinner Daily
Lunch 11:30 am - 3 pm   •    Dinner 6 - 9 pm

Appetizers 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m
Call 366-0087 • 366-0292 • VHF Ch 16

ICE
RENTAL     BIKES

in Point of Sale-retail and commercial, net-
working, computer sales and services, and 
computer accessories and games. Now that 
they have relocated, owner Mr. Jermaine 
Davis offers personal computer sales and 
products which they did not offer before. 
Davis also special orders computer based 
products which usually takes three days to 
arrive. Additionally, he sells computer sys-
tem packages that can be customized with 
a printer and provides wireless equipment. 
Finally, they offer full laptop repairs inclu-
sive of the screen. Mr. Davis is a trained 
information systems consultant having been 
in this line of business for over five years. 
The store hours are Monday to Friday 9am-
5pm. The telephone contact is 367-0660.

More Central Abaco  News 

Central                                 From Page 16 Foot Fetish 
By Samantha V. Evans

The name speaks to the high style 
and fashionable shoes that this store of-
fers. Shoe Fetish opened the beginning of 
March and specializes in all shoe styles, 
heel heights and shoe widths. It sells casual 
and name brand handbags and designer ac-
cessories from Guess, Tiffany and Co., 
and Chanel. Ladies can find scarves, belts, 
sandals and Victoria Secret lotions, body 
sprays and mists. All prices are compara-
ble with US prices. The shop will soon be 
offering full apparel for men and children. 
Foot Fetish is owned by Raquel Thurston 
and is located in the B & L Plaza. It is 
open Monday to Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. The phone contact is 475-1226.

Community raised 
funds for Mike Malone

By Julian Lockhart
Hundreds of concerned Abaconians 

came out in force to support the Mike 
Malone Medical Fund Raiser and Steak-
out on May 22 at the BAIC Park in Marsh 
Harbour. The Rotary Club of Abaco joined 
forces with other groups to raise funds for 
Mr. Malone, who has been hospitalized 
since January to help pay the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars his family still has to 
pay. They sold 1,000 steak tickets at $15 
a ticket, and because of the high demand 
throughout the day, had to buy more steaks 
for the number of walk-up customers.

Brian Thompson of Rotary said, “Mike 
is our sitting president and we know that 
the bills for Mike have been in the excess 
of a million dollars. Yes, he has medi-
cal insurance; however, the family still 
needs to come up with about 20 percent 
co-payment. They owe over $250,000, 
so we thought we put something on so 
we could help allevi-
ate some of that bill for 
his medical expenses. 
Although Rotary has 
taken the lead on this, 
we do have some part-
ners who have helped 
and other organizations 
that Mike is passionate 
about. His employer, 
Abaco Hardware, the 
Masonic Lodge and the 
Scurvy Few, and it is 
just amazing how ev-
erybody loves Mike,” 
he added.

Besides the steak 
dinners sold, there 
were hotdogs and ham-
burgers, drinks, conch 
fritters and bouncy cas-

tle and games for the children.
As long time member and president 

of Rotary, Mr. Malone was usually the 
person on the other end of the spectrum 
helping local Abaconians who were in dire 
need through fund raisers and giving back 
with time and money.

The event was also blessed as it rained 
the majority of the week and it looked as if 
the skies would open throughout the day, 
but the rain stayed away and allowed the 
organizers to have a smooth day of dry 
weather.

Mr. Thompson said, “I am very im-
pressed with the turnout. Yesterday (Fri-
day) it was a little dicey because of the rain, 
and we are so happy that everybody prayed 
hard for the rain to go away. The turnout 
has been excellent and we will even have 
more people out later in the afternoon. It 
definitely seems as if the community does 
really love Mike. This proves that the Ab-

Member of Parliament Edison Key and his wife are shown at the fund raising held on May 
16 to raise money for the building fund of Kirk of the Pines, the Presbyterian Church in 
Marsh Harbour. The building is under construction and is located near the Marsh Har-
bour airport round-about.   

Please see Central                         Page 19

Chairman of the Marsh Harbour Town Committee, Roscoe 
Thompson III, left, is presenting a donation to Bryon Thomp-
son, acting president of the Rotary Club, for the Mike Malone 
fund. Mr. Malone was very active in local government from its 
inception in 1996.



June  1, 2009        The Abaconian        Section A     Page 19

Located in Marsh Harbour between 
Standard Hardware and Party Time

Ph: 242-367-3006 or 242-367-3839

Email: wireless@abacoinet.com

Wireless Internet
• Cruise the Abaco’s ONLINE!
• Connect in most anchorages

• High speed!
• Easy Sign-up

Keep in touch with the world
Use Oll Wireless!

Check out our website for more info
and coverage maps:
www.abacoinet.com

Internet Cafe!
• Use our Computers

• Bring your own Laptop
• Enjoy our coffees and teas

• Munch on snacks
• Book Trade!

Offi ce Hours: Mon - Fri 
9 am - 5 pm

Closed on Weekends and Holidays

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ph: 367-2222  Fax: 367-2888

Van Stratton
NNNNNASSASSASSASSASSAAAAAU UNDERU UNDERU UNDERU UNDERU UNDERWRITERS CWRITERS CWRITERS CWRITERS CWRITERS COLE ALBUROLE ALBUROLE ALBUROLE ALBUROLE ALBURY LY LY LY LY LTD.TD.TD.TD.TD.

INSURANCE AGENCY

BAHAMAS FIRSTBAHAMAS FIRSTBAHAMAS FIRSTBAHAMAS FIRSTBAHAMAS FIRST
General Insurance Company Limited

Bahamas First General Ins. Co. Ltd.

Monday - Friday  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

aco community can come together and sup-
port one of its own,” he concluded. 

Fidelity extends 
pension plan to Abaco

By Raymond Kongwa  
A pension plan launched in New Provi-

dence in January as a joint partnership 
between the Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce and Royal Fidelity investment bank 
has been extended to Abaco Chamber of 
Commerce members. Representatives of 
Fidelity and the Abaco Chamber officially 
introduced the plan in Marsh Harbour on 
May 22 during a seminar held at the New 
Vision Ministries conference center. 

The plan, which is administered by 
Royal Fidelity, allows employees to make 

monthly savings into a customized pension 
fund. The money can then be matched by 
an equal amount placed into the fund by the 
employer on the employee’s behalf.   

Representing the Abaco Chamber, Mrs. 
Simmone Bowe said the organization was 
happy to be a part of a plan that was geared 
toward “helping employees to be better fi-
nancially secured.” 

Fidelity President Michael Anderson ex-
plained that the plan was flexible, offering 
five different investment funds from which 
participants could choose to invest their 
pension contributions. He stressed that 
the sooner a person began saving toward 
retirement the greater return they could 
receive on their investment. “You will 
be surprised at how investing even small 
amounts over a long period of time will 
accumulate to a large amount. The longer 
you are able to have your money and your 

More Central Abaco  News 

Fidelity Financial is providing a pension plan for businesses through the Abaco Cham-
ber of Commerce. On May 27 the company made a presentation to Chamber members. 
Shown here is Michael Anderson, President of Royal Fidelity from Nassau, explaining 
the program. At the head table are Victoria Albury, manager of the office in Marsh Har-
bour, Cleora Farquharson, Manager of Pension Services; and Simone Bowe, Chamber 
Director. 

Central                                  From Page 18
employer’s money earning more money, 
which is typically referred to as the ‘Power 
of Compounding,’ the more you are going 
to have,” Mr. Anderson said.  

He continued, “For example, if you 
start investing $100 per month at age 20 
and your employer matches with a $100 
per month and you generate an annual re-
turn on your investment of eight percent, 
by the time you retire at age 65, you will 

Many individuals and groups helped with the fund raising for Mike Malone. Here Lee 
Pinder is selling sweet treats. The entire island has responded to assist with the high 
medical bills that are not paid by insurance. 

have saved $927,000. If you wait 15 years 
to start investing the same $200 per month 
at age 35 and generate the same eight 
percent return, the amount you will have 
saved reduces to only  $272,000.  

For companies that may be interested 
in the plan for its employees but are not 
currently members of the Abaco Chamber, 
a special membership in the Chamber is 
available.

Junkanoo Summer Festival 2009
Begins June 12 at Goombay Park 

• Royal Bahamas Police Force Marching & Pop Bands
• The New Wave Dancers     •     Royal Rangers Drill Display
• John the Baptist Anglican Church Skit     •    Fashion Show
• New Entry Band      •     Treasure Cay Explorers Junkanoo



Page 20     Section A       The Abaconian       June 1, 2009 

is a private charter plane company provid-
ing safe, reliable transportation to and from 

the islands of the Bahamas 
and southeastern Florida.

 has opened it’s new facility at the 
Marsh Harbour International Airport. We are 
a full service FBO with Customs, Immigration, 
Fuel, VIP Lounge and many other fi ve star 
services.
 We handle all your aircraft ground 
handling service needs the way you want.

CHEROKEE AVIATION - Tel.# 242-367-0525 - Fax.# 242-367-0526 - VHF 122.80
P.O.Box AB 20485 - Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Email : fboinfo@cherokeeair.com

CHEROKEE AIR - Tel.# 242-367-3450 - Fax.# 242-367-3451
P.O.Box AB 20485 - Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Email : info@cherokeeair.com

Cherokee Air 

Cherokee Aviation

Well Done Drilling Services

Call us today for a free consultation!
Ph: (242) 367-4842 l Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Well Drilling: Water Wells, Drainage Wells, Septic Disposal Wells
Trenching: Trenching for underground utility services

Piling Holes: Piling Holes for home foundations and utility poles planted
Excavator Rental: Specialized Excavator  Foundation Drilling for  

home foundations in sand and Excavator Digging

The funeral service for Hilton “Spy” 
Davis, 54, formerly of Murphy Town was 
held on May 16 in Freeport, Grand Baha-
ma. Interment was also on Grand Bahama.

He is survived by his adopted daughter 
Natasha Davis; father Benjamin B. Davis; 
brothers Joseph and Silvin Davis; sisters 
Sandra McKenzie, Helen Forbes, Joy and 
Cecile Davis; adopted sister Mavis Woods; 
aunts Verlta Davis, Willimae Dawkins, 
Lorraine Farrington, Arementa McKenzie, 
Beverly Davis, Inez and Elise Knowles; 
uncles Hershel Davis, Leonard Knowles, 
George McKenzie and Benjamin Dawkins; 
nieces Grethel and Tiffany Davis, Franc-
esca Forbes, Keisha and Christine Davis, 
Sable Cox, Brittany Davis, Lasaha McK-
enzie, Kimberly Davis, Schumir McKen-
zie and Leanne Woodside; nephews Rudy, 
Topedo, Dennis, Tyrone and Silvin Da-
vis Jr., Richard Cox Jr., Denard Forbes 
and Tyler Humes; brothers-in-law Sterlin 
McKenzie and Sherman Forbes; sister-
in-law Addie Davis; cousins Ida Swain, 
Kenneth Knowles, Lena Ferguson, Leta 
Dames, Fritz Bootle, Doriline Rolle, Judy 
Dawkins, Roswell, George and Basil Will-
more, Hendley and Dikey, Emma, Millie 
and Rochelle Dawkins, Owenta McDon-
ald, Herbert, Danny and Foster Knowles, 
Gwen Carey, Misty Davis, Keith, Kendal, 
Kirk, and Leonard Jr., Tamera Moss, Tri-
nette Martin, Barbara Thurston, Porshca 
Rolle, Phillip, Davis, Michael and Pleas-
ant Dawkins, Genevieve Simms, Pastor 
Stephen Knowles and Judith and many 
other relatives and friends.

Coly Thomas Albert Rees, 55, of Ba-
hama Palm Shores, passed away in Nassau 
on May 11 after a sudden illness.

He was the son of the late Colyn L. Rees 

and Helen E.I. Rees. He is survived by 
his loving wife Melanie Rees; sons Da-
vid Jonathan Rees and Christopher Colyn 
Rees; brothers Robert Alday Rees and 
William James Alexander Rees and their 
wives Kimberly Yvette Rees and Donna 
Elizabeth Rees; in-laws John and Gwen 
Johnson, Penny Sharman and Francine 
Winkley, Lorraine and Guillermo Huamali 
and Archie and Michele Varga; nieces and 
nephews Adam and Emily Rees, James 
Rees II and Michelle Rees, Stephanie and 
Kayla Johnson, Kyle and Caitlin Sharman, 
Max Winkley, Nicholas and Chantel Varga 
and Conner, Jarred and Tatianna Huamali; 
very special friends Albert and Jackie Al-
bury and Patricia May Albury.

The family would like to thank his many 
friends who gave so much support during 
his short illness.

A memorial service will be held in Ab-
aco at a later date.

Instead of flowers the family request 
that donations may be made in Colyn’s 
memory to Bahamas Air Sea Rescue 
(BASRA), PO Box SS 6248, Nassau or 
to the Bahamas Humane Society, PO Box 
N-242, Nassau.

Ossita Joseph Lucane, 49, of Marsh 
Harbour died on May 22. She is survived 
by her husband Ronald Lucane; mother 
Macilia Shefrere; father Oxgene Joseph; 
brothers Timason, Gerson, Eligene, Lam-
er, Gilbert and William; sisters St. Elen, 
Julia, Albert, Marie, Maprelha, Oliana, 
Leonie and Mary Chantel; daughters Lisa 
Gustave, Annastacia Fenelon, Kathleen 
Joseph, Shedline Major, Rose Louis, 
Malena Jean Louis and Nakeisha Charles; 
sons McKenzie Gustave, Judner Joesph 
and Reshard Charles; nieces and nephews; 

and many other relatives and friends.
The funeral service for Jerelene Chris-

tina Cooper, 82,  formerly of Cooper’s 
Town was held on May 23 on Grand Baha-
ma. Interment was also on Grand Bahama.

She is survived by her children Victoria 
Jordine, Leo Cooper, Pastor Dudley Coo-
per, Rosemary (Joy) McIntosh and Lillian 
Cooper; grandchildren Verona, Craig, 
Avril and David Jordine, Lashanda Coo-
per, Dudley Jr., Asher, Jephtae, Elijah, 
Esther and Lydia Cooper, Justin Feaster, 
Alvareze and Evanka Roxbury, Faye Coo-
per, Renardo Smith, Vieto Pinder and 
Marcus Cooper; great-grandchildren Da-
mian, Jordan, Donald and Shadria Wil-
liams, Aarion Rodgers, Quintina Bonaby, 
Devonia Albury, Alexander and Jerico 
Smith, Amado and Ayden Stubbs, Vernika 
and Shirlin Jordine; sons-in-laws Vernal 
Jordine and Neville McIntosh; daughters-
in-law Barbara Cooper and Etta Cooper; 
and many other relatives and friends.

The funeral service for Mayricka 
“Cakka” “Bouncer” Flowers, 51, of 
Sandy Point was held on May 23 at Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church in Sandy Point. Offi-
ciating was Rev. Napolean Roberts. Inter-
ment followed in the Sandy Point Public 
Cemetery. 

She is survived by her adopted daugh-
ter/niece Chriselda Tieksi Flowers; broth-
ers Percy, Floyd and Clifford Burrows, 
Ernest, Lawrance, Hamilton and Dash-
well Flowers; five sisters Francilla Bur-
rows, Elvere Clarke, Elverner St. Luce 
and Roselda Bonniei, O’Brien and Ettamae 
Swain; adopted sisters Mavis McKinney 
and Keva Dean, Elsie, Gardenia Fox; 

brothers-in-law Whitney Clarke and Chris-
topher O’Brien; sisters-in-law Elsiemae 
Burrows, Lena Burrows, Muriel Burrows 
and Ruth Flowers; aunt Daisy Johnson; 
nephews Godfrey, Wesley, Ferdinand, 
Kendal, Randolph, Cleatus, Lowell and 
Emery Burrows, Cassinova O’Brien, Dan-
iel and Kendrick Weech, Lavada Clarke, 
Bradley Walks, Mick Davis, Wendel Stu-
art and EJ; nieces Teika, Tiffany, Law-
ricka Flowers, Cotisha Hanna, Starlene, 
Raffaleta, Pamela, Kim and Miranda Bur-
rows, Christine Barr McGlory, Margo 
Burrows, Olivia Moss, Paula Symonette, 
Oeisha Roberts, Sonya, Ernestine Light-
boum, Samantha Mather, Raquel Russell, 
Anissa, Valeka Sweeting, Shamell Weech 
and Olivia Burrows; nephews-in-law Sin-
tenie Greene, Al Russell, Jason Roberts, 
David Lightbourn and Sandy; nieces-in-
law Velva, Arnette, Dena, Marissa, KC 
and Carolyn; grandnephews Donte, Keon, 
Percy Leary, Frederick, Wesley Jr. Neko, 
Percy II, Percy Burrows III, Brent, Brian, 
Melbourne Jr., Quinton, Harold, Lameko, 
Randolph Jr., Renaj, Leon, Scotty, Otis 
Jr, Kaciano, Printice, Dominique, Godfrey 
Jr., Renaldo, Daron, Ansero, Tristen and 
Hunter; grandnieces Blanca, Meredith, 
Amelia, Ireana, Shameil, Lynette, Flor-
ence, Ashley, Brittany, Petra, Melicka, 
Sheena, Paige, Anatacia, Tishna, Phylicia, 
Trineka, Chloe, Tiana, Renaysha, Ran-
dricka, Rickeah, Aalyah, Shamiah, Des-
tiny, Majesty, Percia, Tyler, Kai Vanya, 
Alexandria, Asher; godchildren Rodenia 
Roker and Calvanique; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Obituaries of Family and Friends
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Dr. Lewis is Board Certified by the American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine and a Fellow of the American As-
sociation of Integrative Medicine. Dr. Keith Lewis has been helping patients for 26 years.  He currently practices in the 
United States as well as The Bahamas.

Dr. Keith E. Lewis BS, DC, DABAAHP, FAAIM    

Call for Appointment (242)-367-0020
June 9-15 • AUSKELL Advanced Medical Clinic, Marsh Harbour

Conditions Treated
~chronic pain ~low back pain ~arthritis ~headache ~neck pain ~high blood 

pressure ~weight management ~numbness & tingling
~vitamin, herbal & homeopathic treatment ~carpal tunnel syndrome ~diabetes & 

neuropathy ~foot, ankle, wrist, knee, elbow pain 

Specialized Treatment Including:
Chiropractic Care • Physical Therapy • Functional Medicine • Nutritional Therapies

Electroceutical Pain Management • Laser Treatment for Pain • Percussor • Activator 
Therapeutic Ultrasound • Exercise

Dr. Keith Lewis

 www.HealthyLifeDoctors.com

Marine
Electronics

Capt. Pat and Ann McFaden

Factory authorized Sales, Service and Repair of:

Web: www.merlinsmarine.com
E-mail: merlin@abacoinet.com
VHF CH 16 Tues - Fri 8-5

F.C.C. Licensed, Factory Trained Technician
At the Jib Room. Marsh Harbour Marina
Tel: 242-367-2163 Fax 242-367-3388

SIMRAD

Cherokee Sound
By Lee Pinder

Fund Raiser for Una Albury
On June 6 the community of Cherokee 

Sound will come together for a fund raiser 
to assist in medical expenses for Una Al-
bury, who is presently at the Cancer Clinic 
in Nassau taking treatments. You will soon 
be asked to help. and we hope you will do 
whatever you can. We just never know 
when it may be our turn, and we will need 
others to lend a helping hand.

School News 
Trip to New Providence

On April 30th some of our students 
made a trip to the capital on New Provi-
dence to receive an award.  Also traveling 
from Abaco were students from Man-O-
War Grade 3, parents and teachers, Mrs. 
Lenora Black, District Education Officer, 
and Ms. Felamease Sawyer. The group got 
an early start and upon arriving in Nas-
sau went straight to the Church of God of 
Prophecy Tabernacle.

It is a large church with many beautiful 
stained glass windows. Many schools were 

represented that day with the  children 
all looking very smart in their uniforms. 
The awards were presented to the various 
students and teachers by the Minister of 
Education, the Hon. Carl Bethel. Chero-
kee Primary School received the awards 
for the school year 2007-2008. Our grade 
5 (then) was Dre Hepburn and our grade 
4 (then) Tiffany Albury and Jesica Weath-
erford achieved the highest scores in their 
grades in the Rigby Read Exam, a literary 
exam, in the district of Abaco – out of the 
whole Bahamas our Grade 4 and 5 scored 
highest! Congratulations, students!

Race To The Reef
Abaco schools participated in a Friends 

of the Environment project entitled Race 
to the Reef wherein the students tagged 
two grey snappers with homing devices. 
The students tracked their particular fish 
for a certain amount of time. The proj-
ect was set up to prove that the fish move 
from mangroves to the reefs, and that both 
environments are important to the devel-
opment of our local sea life.

Donovan Hepburn and Julie Weather-
ford represented Cherokee Primary School 
in the competition and named their speci-

men “Fishie” and came 
in third overall. As 
winners in the project 
they won a brand new 
DVD player for their 
schoolroom. Good 
work, kids.

Car Wash
Cherokee Primary 

had a car wash on May 
16 and raised enough 
money to pay for one 
of the airline tickets 
for the school’s Nassau 
trip last month. Ms. 
Lowe said the students 
were planning other 

small fund raisers to pay the rest of the ex-
penses incurred.

Cherokee Road 
Clean-up

By Mirella Santillo
Approximately 25 people from the Aba-

co Club at Winding Bay joined forces with 
residents of Cherokee Sound and Little 
Harbour in an effort to rid the road leading 
to the resort and the settlement of garbage 
and debris.

Early on May 16th a group consisting 
of the Abaco Club’s personnel started at 
the junction of Cherokee Road and Capt. 
Earnest Dean Highway and met on their 
way back with the residents of Cherokee 
who had started at the settlement. Vehicles 
were loaded with close to 60 bags of trash 
that were taken back to the resort to be dis-

posed of. At the end of the exercise which 
ended close to lunch time, the volunteers 
were invited to partake in a luncheon, 
compliments of the Abaco Club.

According to Mr. Armando Gladiola, 
Director of Operations at the Abaco Club, 
the trash consisted mainly of beer bottles 
and styrofoam containers as well as a few 
larger pieces.

The resort is regularly involved in com-
munity service and beautification proj-
ects. Members of the staff were recently 
involved in the two Hole-in-the-Wall 
lighthouse clean-ups. The club’s execu-
tives have announced the commitment of 
the resort to restore one of the buildings 
which is part of the lighthouse compound. 
The Abaco Club adopted the round-about 
at the airport at the end of last year and 
completely re-landscaped it.

South Abaco News 

Staff of the Abaco Club at Winding Bay and Cherokee Sound residents cleaned up the 
Cherokee Road on May 16.   

The students of the Cherokee Sound Primary School paraded 
through town dressed as favorite characters from their story 
books. 
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Frederick’s 
Agency Ltd.

Custom’s Brokers

Customs Brokerage Services
Air and Sea

Import and Export Entries
Serving all vessels from foreign ports

Queen Elizabeth Drive
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas

Tel: 242-367-2333 • Fax 242-367-3136
Email: abacocustoms@batelnet.bs

Mandarin 
Fine Dining Restaurant

Chinese Cuisine

We deliver to local hotels and marinas
Open Tuesday - Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

On Don MacKay Boulevard, Marsh Harbour • Call 367-0566

North Abaco
By Vernique Russell

Mother’s Day
Throughout the world people celebrate 

the person who is described as priceless - a 
mother. Mother’s Day is set aside to re-
flect on the sacrifices and endless efforts 
that are made daily by mothers, a day when 
children say thank you to the person that 
carried them, then giving birth to them. 
Throughout North Abaco residents paid 
tributes to their mothers. For many the day 
included attending church with their moth-
ers, continuing with specially planned fam-
ily functions. Many mothers were honored 
at their local churches and presented with 
gifts and accolades. Some churches hosted 
special banquets and socials to celebrate 
the occasion.

Beach Party raises funds
The wait is finally over and the time 

has arrived for the North Abaco Summer 
Festival and Power Boat Race committee 
to launch its series of holiday beach par-
ties. The first one will be held on June 5th, 
Labour Day, at the Treasure Cay public 
beach. There will be lots of food, music, 
entertainment and fun beginning at noon. 
The atmosphere is wholesome for the fam-
ily and all are invited to attend. The beach 
parties are held to defray the costs that the 
committee encounters in hosting the annual 
summer festival and have become very 
popular and successful. The committee is 
looking forward to having you join them 
for a fun-filled day of entertainment and 
family fun.

Abaco Day on 
Grand Bahama

The North Abaco Summer Festival 
Committee took its fund raising on the road 
by hosting a beach party on Taino Beach 
on Grand Bahama under the theme Abaco 
Day. The committee had a fun-filled day 
planned and those who attended were not 
disappointed. Traveling to Grand Bahama 
with the committee was the New Entry 
Band that put on a performance beyond all 
expectation. Many people gathered to sup-
port the efforts of the committee. Lots of 
prizes and surprises were given out and the 
day was well enjoyed by all. The commit-
tee has dubbed this fund raiser a success. 

Nutrition for Life 
Now in Treasure Cay

Every two weeks nutritionist Dr. Mary 
McCartney travels to Abaco to help people 
with weight problems. With over 10 years 
of experience she can coach you back to a 
healthier life. Dr. McCartney’s programs 
are designed especially for you based on 
your body needs and assessment. Her ser-
vices are friendly, reliable and informative. 
She and her team can get you on the road to 
a better you. Dr. McCartney believes that 
time has come for us to take charge of our 
health and become more responsible for 
our bodies. There are also plans for chil-
dren who are overweight. Dr. McCartney 
now conducts meetings in Treasure Cay at 
Full Gospel Assembly on Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For further information 
in the North Abaco District contact Mrs. 
Shammaine Hart at 242-365-8572. 

Three-mile Run 
The Abundant Living Walk Aerobics 

Exercise Club will host a three-mile run on 
June 6th. The run will begin at 7 a.m. at 
the Treasure Cay Shopping Center and end 
at Full Gospel Assembly. Group leader 
Glendina Mills is inviting the public to join 
them as the walk to good health. This event 
will be followed by a fun day and will end 
the 100-day challenge that was hosted by 
the club. 

Fair was a success
The Cooper’s Town and Fire Road 

Homecoming Committee held a fair on 
May 16th at the Hubert Ingraham Park 
to raise fund for this year’s homecom-
ing. There were lots of scrumptious meals 
on sale and entertainment. The fair was 
dubbed a success and brought organizers a 
step closer to achieving their goal.
Mount Hope Summer Festival 

The inaugural Mount Hope Summer 
festival will be held June 4th-7th at that 
community’s park. The festival promises 

to be one that you don’t want to miss. With 
family in mind the committee has planned 
a weekend of fun and adventure. The festi-
val will include fashion shows, table game 
tournaments, conch cracking, basketball 
and volley ball tournaments and much 
more. The festival will kick off on June 
4th with a service of thanksgiving and will 
climax on June 7th with a gospel explo-
sion. The committee is inviting the public 
to celebrate with them as they launch this 
explosive event. Bring your family and 
your friends to the Mount Hope Summer 
Festival 2009!

School News
No Excuse for Abuse 

A special assembly was held at S.C. 
Bootle High School on May 4th under the 
theme No Excuse for Abuse. The event was 
taped by Bahamas Christian Network. Ms. 
K Gibbs from Social Services was the spe-
cial guest speaker. The program included 

North Abaco News 
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The graduating students of S.C. Bootle High School performed at their Baccalaureate 
Service held at the Church of God Cathedral in Cooper’s Town. Their graduation will be 
on June 12 at Full Gospel Assembly of God in Treasure Cay.
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special singing, spiritual dancing, skits, 
poetry reading, along with a melodious se-
lection by a recorder group, a song tribute 
to mothers by the popular Facility Manage-
ment Team, a gospel rap presentation by 
Devon Cooper and “step dance” selection 
by Da S.C. Bootle Steppas group. Zacha-
riah Bassett and Roseanna Parker brought 
the house down with their dance rendition 
of Pull Your Pants Up Boy by Christian 
Massive. It was a fun and entertaining 
event for all. 

 In their remarks both Ms. Gibbs and 
Principal Huel Moss reminded students not 
to lose focus on the basic theme of all the 
items; and that is, we must report and stamp 
out abuse in our communities and country. 
With abuse on the increase throughout the 
country, the Department of Social Services 
is using the month to promote speaking out 
against all kinds of abuse. 

Congratulations! 
The S.C. Bootle High soccer team trav-

eled to Freeport, Grand Bahama, over 
the weekend of May 15 and played two 
matches, one against St. Georges School 
and one against a mixed-team. The Dy-
namic Dolphins of North Abaco won both 
matches with identical 4-0 scores. Coaches 
Jose Torres and Lyndon Scott were very 
pleased with the play and discipline of the 
young men. The skill level, enthusiasm and 
experience they have gained should help 
them move to the next level next school 
year. Hats off to the coaches and students 
for their hard work and dedication. They 
have made their communities very proud.

Happy Teachers Appreciation
A special group of professionals accept-

ed the challenge to bring out the best in 
every child. These people we call teachers. 
The week of May 18th-22nd throughout 
The Bahamas was observed as Teachers 
Appreciation Week. The communities of 
North Abaco thank all the teachers de-
ployed throughout the various settlements 
for the work that they are doing. Happy 
Teachers Appreciation Week 2009!  

In observation of Teacher’s Apprecia-
tion Week, the PTA of S.C. Bootle High 
School showered the entire staff with gifts 
of fruit baskets, food and drink to show 
their appreciation for what they do for their 
children. It is not very often that teachers 
are given thanks for what they do in help-
ing to shape the future of our country. 
The teachers were very thankful for the 
thoughtful gesture made by the school’s 
PTA.

Graduations 
The most anticipated time of students 

enrolled in any educational institution is on 
us once again and anxious graduates are 
now preparing for the next chapter in their 
lives. The month of June is graduation 
months in North Abaco and the graduates 
are looking forward to having their friends 
and family join them at their graduations.

Graduation ceremonies in the northern 
district are as follows:

Fox Town Primary School - June 10th at 
6 p.m. at New Hope Baptist Church 

Cooper’s Town Primary School - June 
11th at 6:30 p.m. at Revival Time Pente-
costal Church

Sherlin Bootle High School - June 12th 
at 10 a.m. at Full Gospel Assembly

Sherlin Bootle Annual 
Baccalaureate Service

The 2009 graduating class of S.C. Bootle 

High School along with parents and teach-
ers celebrated its Baccalaureate Church 
Service at the Church of God Cathedral in 
Cooper’s Town recently. Students, dressed 
smartly in their uniforms, worshipped for 
the last time as a class; and even blessed 
the congregation with a hymn. 

Host Pastor, Bishop Archilus Cooper, 
addressed the graduating students on the 
theme Unlock Success with Endurance, 
Reach your Dreams Through Persever-
ance. Bishop Cooper focused on three 
words - Dream, Endurance and Persever-
ance. He told the students to dream big 
and to pursue their dreams. Endurance, 
he said, means that you may have to put 
up with a lot of hardships on your way to 
your dream. He concluded with persever-
ance to which he recited a few verses from 
the popular poem sung by Phil Stubbs. He 
ended by admonishing students to make 

their parents proud for all the sacrifices 
they have made in their lives. 

Administrator for the North, Theophi-
lus Cox, Principal Huel Moss and Senior 
Master Kevin Hepburn also brought brief 
remarks. 

Report Card Day 
National Report Card Day will be held 

throughout the Commonwealth of the Ba-
hamas on June 18th. Parents are encourage 
to visit their children’s schools in North 
Abaco to collect their report cards. Admin-
istrative staffs are requesting that all par-
ents make a special effort to discuss their 
child’s school year with their teachers to 
prepare them for next year. For further in-
formation, parents can contact their child’s 
school.  

More North Abaco News 
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During Teacher Appreciatioin Week the PTA of S.C. Bootle High School in Cooper’s 
Town gave gift baskets of fruit to all the staff of the school along with food and drinks. 
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ROCK imported & local
SAND  imported & local
8” CONCRETE  BLOCKS

50LBS BAGS ROCK & SAND 
• Delivery from Crown Haven to Sandy Point

Abaco’s cornerstone
to construction

AIR COMPRESSOR AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Visit our modern facility on the 

Murphy Town Water Front beside 
Parker’s Landing

Drill Rig
Dock Construction 

Boat Lift Sales

Quality 

BOAT LIFTS INC.
These lifts are made of top grade aluminum

and stainless steel to maintain their finish and 
                                                                   strength in our saltwater environment. 

Freddy Albury
242-367-4769

Brandon Thompson
242-367-2704
Fax: 367-2704

P.O. Box AB 20872
Marsh Harbour
Abaco, Bahamas
Email: 
drillrig@coralwave.com
www.drillrig.i8.com

We offer a variety of boat lifts
From personal water craft lifts
to lifts up to 54,000 lbs.
Call for information and a quote,

Church News
Women in Ministry Conference 
Members of the Women’s Ministry 

of End Time Harvest invite the public to 
join them for their 12th Annual Women’s 
Ministry Conference. Under the theme 
Change, women will to seek a message of 
God. Guest speakers include Evangelist 
Dawkins of Zion Baptist, Minister Chris-
tine Curry of New Hope, Lady Carmen 
Cornish of Change Ministry, Mother Do-
reen Mills of End Time Harvest and a spe-
cial guest speaker. The conference will be 
held June 1st to 7th at the church in Crown 
Haven with services beginning 7:30 p.m. 
Bishop Tyrone Mills is the Senior Pastor 
and Overseer of the ministry.

Prophetic Healing Conference 
Evangelist Daisy Thompson visited Ab-

More North Abaco News 
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aco on May 11 to 13 with her prophetic 
ministry. She hosted nights of services at 
Revival Time Pentecostal Ministry in Coo-
per’s Town. Persons in search of hope, 
healing and restoration gathered to seek 
the Lord and to be taught more about ef-
fectively working in the ministry. The ser-
vices were declared to be a true revival.

Thank You 
Ms. Joycelyn McIntosh and the McIn-

tosh family thanks the public for its sup-
port at their fair to raise money for medi-
cal expenses for Ms. McIntosh’s grandson. 
On May 9th people gathered to support the 
venture that was held at the Fox Town 
Primary School Park. Scrumptious meals 
were prepared and served and there was a 
variety of beverages and games. The orga-
nizers are very appreciative of the support 
that they received.

Women’s Conference 
Friendship Mission Church in Cooper’s 

Town hosted its Annual Women of Purpose 
Conference. The services began on May 
6th climaxing on May 9th. The theme was 
Allowing Adversity to Feed Your Destiny. 
Guest speakers were Apostle Leon Wallace 
and Minister Brenda Archer. Apostle Wal-
lace spoke words of wisdom from the God 
and edified the believers to live beyond 
their struggles. The conference presented 
an opportunity for worship and people’s 
lives were changed. 

The communities of North Abaco con-
gratulate the women’s ministries of Re-
vival Time on another successful Women’s 
Conference.  

Youth will hold Swap Shop
Members of the Youth Choir of Revival 

Time Pentecostal in Cooper’s Town invite 
the public to join them at their Swap Shop 
Experience on May 30th at the Sherlin 
Bootle School grounds. This event will be 
a family affair and will include entertain-
ment for the entire family. A variety of 
clothing, household goods, toiletries and 
other items will be on sale including games 
and amusement for the children and lots 

of giveaways and prizes for participating 
guests. The Swap Shop Experience will 
begin at 11 a.m. and continued throughout 
the day. Food and drinks will be on sale. 

Women’s Conference 
Under the theme Destined for a Glorious 

Future the Women’s Ministry of Revival 
Time in Crown Haven hosted its Annual 
Women’s Conference held at the church on 
May 18 to 24. Women from many com-
munities celebrate with them at their con-
ference. The conference featured speakers 
from local and national ministries. The 
Women’s Ministry president and her team 
are grateful to God for allowing them to 
accomplish yet another milestone in their 
ministry.

Revival Hosted
The Revival Time Pentecostal in Coo-

per’s Town hosted two nights of revival 
services on May 15 and 16. Guest speaker 
was Pastor Alex Archer and his team from 
the Church of the Latter Rain in Dundas 
Town. The services presented an awesome 
worship experience as the Word of God 

The Department of Social Services held a special assembly at S.C. Bootle High School 
to bring about an awareness of the seriousness of abuse.The school put on a memorable 
program that entertained all the student body.   
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More North Abaco News 

was proclaimed. The services included 
songs and dance. Senior Pastor Cedric 
Bullard is grateful for the support that was 
shown. 
Rev Stafford Symonette is Honored

Under the theme It’s Time to Build the 
Assemblies of God churches in the Ba-
hamas and Turks and Caicos hosted their 
58th Biennial Conference on May 17th to 
22nd in Nassau. This year the Executive 
Committee of the Council honored persons 
who have been instrumental in building 
the foundation of the ministry. Among the 
honorees was Rev. Stafford Symonette, 
who is the Senior Pastor of Full Gospel 
Assembly of God in 
Treasure Cay. Rev Sy-
monette received the 
Foundation Builder’s 
Award for the vital role 
he has played in estab-
lishing local churches 
on Abaco. He has also 
served in many leader-
ship capacities on the 
Executive Council. 

His first appointment 
was Family Island Co-
ordinator, followed by 
National Director and 
Director of the Decade 
of Harvest. He was 
later elevate District 
Presbyter for Abaco 
and then elected as As-
sistant Superintendent 
a capacity he served in 
for ten years. He now 

serves as the Executive Council General 
Presbyter and the Chairman of the As-
semblies of God Abaco Youth Camp. His 
services have been described by his fellow 
clergymen as selfless, dedicated, commit-
ted, exemplary and faithful. Overwhelmed 
by the honour, the humble Rev. Symonette 
stated that he felt he should not have been 
honored; however, the service he has ren-
dered over the years has been great. He 
was very appreciative of all who traveled 
to Nassau to the celebrations in support of 
him. 

Congratulations to Pastor Symonette 
on being the recipient of the award. He 
has been a pillar of strength not just in 

his church but throughout the community 
of Treasure Cay and the entire island of 
Abaco. He is appreciated by all and has 
touched and impacted many lives. 

Congratulations
The Full Gospel Family congratulates 

Rev. Rudy McKinney on his promotions 
to District Presbyter for the island of Aba-
co. This office was lately occupied by the 
late Rev. Cecil Forbes. Rev. McKinney 
is an excellent leader who has the ability 
to bring people together. His quiet ap-
pearance can often be misjudged as he is 
a go-getter who doesn’t take the work of 
ministry lightly. He works tirelessly to im-
prove his surroundings and develop young 
men and women spiritually, educationally 
and socially. He will serve with integrity, 
dedication, commitment and faithfulness. 

Young Adult Social Meeting
Minister Chuck Sawyer and his team 

will be at  Full Gospel Assembly every 
Friday to meet with young adults. He and 
his team will discuss and analyze everyday 
issues that young Christians are faced with. 
The sessions provide an intimate worship 
experience with God. A Bible study is held 

North                                     From Page 24

The science students of S.C. Bootle High School had two proj-
ects in the Science Fair that Friends of the Environment held 
to commemorate Earth Day. Although they did not win the top 
honours, their projects were excellent and they learned much 
from their research.

during the session allowing attendees to 
search the scriptures and educate each oth-
er. The group meets weekly at 7:30 p.m. 
with Bro. Chuck and his team for an excit-
ing young adult meeting. 

New Business
Lynnix Photo Gallery

If you want excellent photography ser-
vice with a modern twist, you can visit 
Lynnix Photo gallery. Capturing memories 
that you’ll cherish for a lifetime, Lynnix 
Photo Gallery is now open in Treasure Cay 
and the studio is designed to cater to your 
every need. An experienced photographer 
is on duty and offers very affordable pric-
es. The staff is available for any occasion. 
Interested person can contact Evelyne for 
further information or to book a photo ses-
sion at 553-7472.

Groceries - All you need & more!
Fruit & Vegetables

Canned Goods
Dairy Products - Frozen Foods

Phone or Fax : 366-2022
Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 6pm l Sat 7:30am-7pm

The Place to be is Cherokee!

Cherokee Food Fair

Road Safety 
Is Everyone’s 
Responsibility 
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Area Code 242 unless listed otherwise 
Island-wide Abaco Listings 

Abaco Vacations +              800-633-9197
Abaco Vacation Planner +          25 hse 367-3529
Bahamas Vacations +                    800-462-2426

Cherokee
Lee Pinder +  3 hse  366-2053
Marina Albury Cottages 5 cottages 366-2075

Grand Cay
Rosie’s Place  352-5458

Green Turtle Cay  
Bluff House 30 rm 365-4247
Cocobay Cottages  6 cott 365-5464
Green Turtle Club 35 rm 365-4271
Island Properties + 34 hse  365-4047
New Plymouth Inn  9 rm  365-4161
Ocean Blue Properties + 34  365-4636
Roberts Cottages 3 cott  365-4105 

Guana Cay
Dive Guana  11 hse 365-5178
Dolphin Bch Resort  4 rm 10 cott. 365-5137
Donna Sands + 12 hse  365-5195
Guana Beach Resort  6 units  365-5133 
Guana Seaside  8 rm 7 cott  365-5106
Ocean Frontier                 519-389-4846 
Ward’s Landing 4 units    904-982-2762

Hope Town
Abaco Inn  22 rm  366-0133
Club Soleil  6 rm 1 cott  366-0003
Crystal Villas  7 villas    888-812-2243
Elbow Cay Prop +             53 hse   366-0035
Hope T Harb Lodge  25 rm  366 0095
Hope T Hideaways +      63 hse   366-0224
Hope T Villas +  3 hse  366-0030
Lighthouse Rentals  4 cott  366-0154
Sea Gull Cottages + 3 hse   366-0266
Sea Spray Resort  6 villas  366-0065
Tanny Key + 43 hse  366-0053
Turtle Hill  4 villas  366-0557

Hotels and House Rental Agents

Lubbers Quarters
Sea Level Cottages 4 hse  366-3121

Man-O-War
Island Home Rentals  + 8 hse  365-6048
Schooner’s Landing    5 condos  365-6072

Marsh Harbour area
Abaco Beach Resort  82 rms  367-2158
Abaco Real Estate +     6 hse  367-2719
Alesia’s  3 rms  367-4460
Ambassador Inn 6 rms  367-2022
Bustick Bight Resort   8 rms  367-3980
Conch Inn  9 rms  367-4000
D’s Guest House  6 rms 3 367-3980
Island Breezes Motel  8 rms  367-3776
Lofty Fig Villas            6 eff  367-2681
Pelican Beach Villas  6 cott  367-3600
Regattas (Prev. Abaco Towns)    32 effic  367-0148

Moore’s Island
Moore’s Is Bonefish Camp 8 rm  366-6334

Sandy Point
Oeisha’s Resort   366-4139
Pete & Gay’s Resort  14 rm  366-4119
Rickmon’s Bonefishing   10 rm  366-4477

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Resort  18 rm 6 hse  365-0083

Treasure Cay
Bahama Beach Club   365-8500
Island Dreams +  45 hse  365-8507
Treasure Cay Resort  95 rms  365-8801

Wood Cay
Tangelo Hotel   19 rm 3 villa 365-2222

Web Sites with Abaco Information 
http://www.abaconian.com
http://www.abacoinet.com
http.//www.abacoinfo.com
http://www.abacos.com
http://www.go-abacos.com
http://www.oii.net
http://www.bahamas.com 

+  agents with multiple cottages and houses

Rev. May 09

ages this to go on, I’ll never even dream of 
that 50-footer.

The economy has taken its toll and 
whatever we can do to encourage econom-
ic growth by bringing tourists to our shores 
should also be promoted but not at the risk 
of taking jobs from hardworking Bahami-
ans such as myself.

Foreign vessels should not be allowed 
to do what licensed local Bahamian fish-
ing charter vessels can do, ie. advertise 
locally in a local event as if they are a 
local business under the pretext that they 
take bookings Stateside via the internet or 
phone stateside. Who is to say or deter-
mine where and when they pick up their 
business, Stateside or dockside?

New resort developments try to encour-
age this type of setup to make it look big 
time and flashy. But in the end it still has 
to be approved and backed up by someone 

Letters                                                                                                                  From Page 9

By Samantha V. Evans
It was a joyous celebration as Pastor 

Lawrence Arnett and his church family 
held a very elaborate dedication for their 
new building on May 8th at the church 
on Forest Drive and Central Pines Es-
tate. The building is beautifully and taste-
fully designed and decorated to meet the 
needs of this growing church. Soul Sav-
ings Ministries was begun by Pastor Ar-
nett in 1982 and since then the church has 
had numerous homes, having moved from 
Don MacKay Boulevard to Bahamas Palm 
Shores to the B&L Plaza to Central Abaco 
Primary school. Then the church officially 
took up residence beneath a tent at the site 
where the church presently stands. October 
2005 is when construction began and God 
has been blessing them to the point where 
they are today with a plush church build-
ing. Through all of their trials and tribula-
tions, Soul Savings Ministries kept going 

strong and living up to its mandate which 
Pastor Lawrence explained to be a street 
ministry.  

On the evening of the dedication, per-
sons came from all over the Bahamas to 
celebrate with Pastor Arnett and his church 
family. The Pastor’s mother, Helen Arnett 
was present to cut the ribbon at the Rib-
bon Cutting Ceremony for all to enter the 
beautiful building. In her tribute to her 
son, she described him as being commit-
ted to the work of God and building up 
his community. She told him not to forget 
where God had brought him but rather to 
remain faithful to the call on his life. The 
service was filled with singing, dancing 
and much celebrating. Bishop Godfrey R. 
Williams, Soul Saving’s Regional Bishop 
and Senior Pastor of Full Gospel Baptist 
Church Fellowship International, was the 
officiating pastor. The Bishop lead the act 
of dedication. Other ministerial and gov-

ernment officials gave their 
congratulatory remarks.

The Bishop was grateful for 
Pastor Arnett’s commitment 
and the overwhelming support 
that came from the community. 
He delivered a powerful ser-
mon that ignited an even more 
powerful flame in the members 
to continue doing God’s work. 
He spoke of all of the hard 
work that went into getting this 
far and thanked God for com-
pleting this stage of work he 
has begun for Soul Saving Min-
istries. He reminded the group 
that there is still much to be 
done so they must not become 
complacent. The day was a tes-
tament to God’s commitment to 
his Word. The service ended 
with a reception on the church 
grounds.

    Church News 

Soul Saving Ministries Dedicates 
New Church Building

Pastor Lawrence Arnett’s mother, Helen Arnett, had 
the honour of cutting the ribbon to open the new build-
ing of Soul Saving Ministres. The beautiful building 
came after years of hard work and commitment.

Bu Michelle Mikula  
The Abaco Tourist Office has enlisted a 

star line-up for this year’s Junkanoo Sum-
mer Festival, which will commence on 
June 12 at Goombay Park in Marsh Har-
bour. Opening the festival will be the Roy-
al Bahamas Police Force Marching and 
Pop Bands, the New Wave Dancers, New 
Entry Band, the Treasure Cay Explorers 
Junkanoo Group and other activities that 
will reflect Bahamian culture and heritage 
at its fullest. 

To ensure a high quality delivery to its 
audience of visitors and locals, the Abaco 
Tourist Office will roll out weekly experi-
ences in presenting a variety of vibrant and 
tasteful activities, genuinely interpreting 
the local customs in food and drink, music 

Abaco Tourist Offi ce All Set To 
Stage Junkanoo Summer Festival

and dance and arts and crafts.  
In addition to the regular performances, 

new activities have been injected into this 
year’s festival which include plaiting of the 
maypole, local drama, island wear fashion 
shows and free samplings of Bahamian 
bush teas and desserts 

This Bahamian experience, which is 
ideal for the entire family, will run from 
6 p.m. to11 p.m. on June 12th, June 19th, 
June 26th and July 3rd at Goombay Park 
in Marsh Harbour. The on-site games 
and giveaways, great entertainment, na-
tive food and souvenir booths will please 
all in attendance. For further information 
on Junkanoo Summer Festival, contact the 
Abaco Tourist Office at 367-3067.

so the government has to know what’s go-
ing on.

If this is the case, they are sending an 
open and clear message that The Bahamas 
is open for all fishermen to live and reside 
here and take all local fishermen’s jobs. 
Let them come and bring their boat and 
their people and when they come let them 
take a meal or two of fish.

If you are a hunter for moose or elk, you 
may have to wait months or take a num-
ber and you may get lucky to be chosen 
in order to get a hunting permit. In some 
countries you can fish but not without a lo-
cal and only locals can take the fish. Now 
it seems that others can come and take the 
fish and our jobs!

Thank you, Abaocnian, for the space in 
your paper.

Sincerely, From a hardworking Baha 
 mian charter captain of North Abaco

Abaco Print Shop
Abaco Shopping Center

Tel: 367-3202 - Fax: 367-3201

•  Flyers
•  Tickets
•  Brochures
•  Certifi cates
•  NCR Forms
•  Wedding/Funeral Programs

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS!
•  Business Cards

•  Laminations
•  Envelopes

•  Menus
•  Labels
•  ...More

Open
9am - 5pm
Mon. - Fri.
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Albury’s Ferry Service • Ph 367-3147 or 367-0290 • VHF Ch. 16 • Hope Town & Man-O-War from Crossing Bch   
Marsh Harbour > Hope Town 7:15 am   9   10:30   12:15 pm*     2          4        5:45       
 Return                                 8 am    9:45    11:30       1:30 pm*    3   4    5      6:30      
Marsh Harbour > White Sound Contractor’s special - Mon - Fri 7 am      Return 5 pm    
Marsh Harbour > Man-O-War    10:30 am    12:15 pm        2:30*     4          5:45
     Return                  8 am        11:30        1:30 pm  3:15*         5  
Marsh H. > Guana Cay (& Scotland Cay with advance notice) from Conch Inn 
          (6:45am - Union Jack Dock)   10:30  1:30 pm      3:30  5:45*               
 Return      8 am                  11:30              2:30 pm            4:45 5:45         
      Fare  • Adult prepaid oneway $15 / open return $25,  • Kids 6-11 half, Under 6 free

Green Turtle Ferry • Phone 365-4166, 4128, 4151 • VHF Ch 16 • Ten minute ride
Green T Cay to Treasure Cay Airport 8 am    9    11    12:15    1:30     3    4:30
T Cay Airport to Green T Cay  8:30 am   10:30   11:30   1:30   2:30   3:30   4:30     5
New Plymouth one way adult $10 (Children $7) • Round trip $15 • Extra to some G T Cay docks  

Abaco Adventures • Ph 365-8749    VHF Ch 16
Treasure Cay to Guana Cay Sunday Lv 12 & returns 4:45 p.m. $25 RT
T Cay to Man-O-War/ Hope Town - Wed 9:30 am, return 4:30 pm   $35 RT 
T Cay to Guana Cay Sunset Cruise - Fr $25 , call for time

Pinder’s Ferry Service Between Abaco & Grand Bahama - 
Crown Haven, Abaco to McLean’s Town, Grand Bah. -Daily  7:00 am  &  2:30 pm
      McLean’s Town to Crown Haven - return          Daily  8:30 am  &  4:30 pm
 Fare $45 OW / $90 RT  •  Children half fare • Call Abaco 365-2356 for information
 Bus between Freeport and McLean’s Town • Rental automobiles at both terminals.  

Bahamas Ferries Sandy Point to Nassau under 4 Hr. Call  Sandy Point 366-4119    
or Marsh Harbour 367-5250 for sailing dates •  Adults $95 RT, $55 OW • Cars & trucks   

The Great Abaco Express  Marsh Harbour charter bus to N Abaco • Call 367-2165, Group tours
Dive Shops

Abaco Dive Adventures, Marsh Harbour .............................367-2963
Above & Below, Marsh Harbour ..........................................367-0350
Dive Abaco 1978, Marsh Harbour.....................................  367-2787
Froggies, Hope Town .........................................................  366-0431
Treasure Divers, Treasure Cay .............................................365-8571
Brendal’s Dive, Green T. Cay ............................................  365-4411
Dive Guana ........................................................................  365-5178
Man-O-War Dive Shop  .......................................................365-6013

 Bikes & Scooters • Boats • Cars & Carts
Rentals * Marsh Harbour

A & P Car Rentals  ............................. 367-2655
B & B Boat Rentals ............................ 367-7368
Bargain Car Rentals ........................... 367-0500
Blue Wave Boat Rentals  ................... 367-3910
Concept Boat Rentals ........................ 367-5570
Power Cat Boat Rentals  ...................................
Quality Star Car Rentals (Texaco) ..... 367-2979
Rainbow Boat Rentals   ..................... 367-4602
Rental Wheels Scooters, Bikes, Cars  367-4643
Rich’s Boat Rentals   .......................... 367-2742
Sea Horse Boat Rentals  ................... 367-2513
Sea Star Car Rentals  ........................ 367-4887

Green Turtle Cay
Bay Street Rentals +  ........ 477-5300  365-4070
Brendals Dive Bikes & Kayak rental ...365-4411 
C & D Cart Rental  ............................. 365-4084
D & P Cart Rental .............................. 365-4655
Donnie’s Boat Rentals.........................365-4119
New Plymouth Cart Rentals .. 365-4188 or 4149
Reef Boat Rentals  ............................. 365-4145
Sea Side Carts & Bikes ...................... 365-4147 
T & A Cart Rentals.............................. 375-8055

Guana Cay
Donna Sands Cart Rentals  ............... 365-5195
Dive Guana Boats & Bikes ................. 365-5178
Orchid Bay Cart rentals ...................... 354-5175

Man-O-War
Conch Pearl Boat Rentals .................. 365-6502
Island Treasures Cart Rentals ........... 365-6072
Ria-Mar Golf Cart Rentals .................. 365-6024 
Waterways Boat Rental  ..357-6540 & 365-6143

Hope Town
Cat’s Paw Boat Rentals ..................... 366-0380
Hope Town Cart Rentals  ................... 366-0064
Island Cart Rentals  ........................... 366-0448
Island Marine Boat Rentals  ............... 366-0282
J R’s Cart Rental ................................ 366-0361
Sea Horse Boat Rentals .................... 366-0023
T & N Cart Rentals ............................. 366-0069

Treasure Cay
Alison Car Rent  ................................. 365-8193
Cash’s Carts....................................... 365-8771
Claridge’s Cart Rentals  ..................... 365-8248
Cornish Car Rentals ........................... 365-8623
JIC Boat Rentals  ............................... 365-8465
Triple J Car Rentals ........................... 365-8761
Abaco Adventures - Kayaks  .............. 365-8749

Sandy Point
Patrick Roberts  .. 366-4286
Nicholas Roberts
Derrick Gaitor
Ferdinand Burrows  366-4133
Vernal Burrows
Kendall White
Anthony Bain  ...... 366-4107
Floyd Burrows  .... 366-4175
Links Adderly  ...... 366-4335
Valentino Lightbourne 
Ricky Burrows  .... 366-4233
  Marsh Harbour
Jody Albury ......... 375-8068
Terrance Davis .... 367-4464

    Buddy Pinder .......366-2163
Justin Sands  ...... 367-3526
Danny Sawyer ..... 367-3577
Jay Sawyer  ........ 367-3941

 Man-O-War
David Albury  ....... 365-6059

Bonefi sh Guides Crossing Rocks
   Tony  Russell  .......366-3259

Cherokee
Will Sawyer ............. 366-2177
Marty Sawyer ..........  366-2115
Noel Lowe  ...............366-2107
Randy Sawyer .........366-2284

Casaurina Point
Junior Albury  ...........366-3058

  Hope Town
Maitland Lowe  ........366-0234

  North Abaco
O’Donald McIntosh ..477-5037
Pope McKenzie .......477-5894
Orthnell Russell  ......365-0125
Alexander Rolle .......365-0120
Edward Rolle  ..........365-0024

  Green Turtle Cay
Rick Sawyer .............365-4261
Ronnie Sawyer  .......365-4070
Jeff Survance  ..........365-4040

Visitors’ Guide
Restaurants • Services • Transportation

Restaurant Guide
Prices  $ Low,  $$ Moderate,  $$$ Upper
             (Based on dinner entree range)
+ Picnic tables &  restroom only   ‡ Provides ride from town

Marsh Harbour
Anglers ...........................$$$ .......   .... 367-2158
Blue Marlin .........................$ ............. 367-2002
Curly Tails ......................$$$ ............. 367-4444
Gino’s .................................$ ............. 367-7272
Golden Grouper    ..............$ ............. 367-2301
Hibiscus    ..........................................367--------   
Island Cafe .........................$ ............. 367-6444
Jamie’s Place .....................$ ............. 367-2880
Jib Room  .........................$$ ............. 367-2700
Kentucky Fried Chicken ...............    ... 367-2615
Mangoes ........................$$$ ............. 367-2366
Pop’s Place ........................$ ..... + ..... 367-3796
Sea Shells  .........................$ ............. 367-4460
Snack Shack  .....................$ ..... + ..... 367-4005
Snappas .............................$ ............. 367-2278
Wallys  ............................$$$ ............. 367-2074

 Hope Town
Abaco Inn   .....................$$$ ............. 366-0133               
Cap’n Jacks .......................$ ............. 366-0247        
Harbour’s Edge ...............  $$ ............. 366-0087
H T Harbour Lodge  .......$$$ ............. 366-0095
Munchies   ..........................$ ..... + ..... 366-0423
Sea Spray   ......................$$ ..... ‡ ..... 366-0065

Little Harbour
Pete’s Pub

Lubber’s Quarter
Cracker P’s......................................... 366-3139

Man-O-War
Hibiscus    .......................................... 365-6380
Island Treats Snack Bar ..................... 365-6501 

Guana Cay
Docksiders .....................$$$ ............. 365-5230
Grabbers ........................$$$ ............. 365-5133
Nippers  ..........................$$$  ............ 365-5143
Orchid Bay .....................$$$ ............. 265-5175

Treasure Cay
Florence’s Cafe  .................$
Coconuts ..............................
Harbour Cafe  ....................$ ............. 365-8635
Hudson’s Delight  ...............$  ............ 365-8648
Spinnaker Restaurant  ...$$$ ............. 365-8469
Touch of Class   .............$$$ ............. 365-8195

Green Turtle Cay
Bluff House.....................$$$ ............. 365-4200
Jolly Roger Bistro .............$$ ............. 365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ..........$$$ ............. 365-4271
Harvey’s Island Grill .........$$ ............. 365-4389
Laura’s Kitchen  ...............$$ ............. 365-4287
McIntosh’s Restaurant  ....$$ ............. 365-4625
Plymouth Rock Cafe .......................... 365-4234
Rooster’s Rest  ................$$ .......   .... 365-4066
Sundowners ....................................... 365-4060
Wrecking Tree Restaurant  

Sandy Point
Nancy’s ................................
Pete & Gays   .................$$$  ............ 366-4119
Rickmon Bonefi sh Lodge ................... 366-4477

Everyone reads The Abaconian

Please bring errors & 
revisions to our atten-
tion - Rev  1 Dec 08 

Emergency Services
Police - Marsh Harbour                                                  367-2560
          The following services are provided by volunteers  
Fire - Marsh Harbour                                                      367-2000
Fire - Dundas Town                                             367-2935 or 4935
Fire -Hope Town                                                              VHF Ch 16 
Fire - Green Turtle Cay                                                    365-4133 
Fire  - Man-O-War                                                            365-6911
BASRA Bah Air Sea Rescue Assoc - all areas          Marine VHF 16
    Hope Town 366-0500        Marsh Harbour 367-3752  
  Guana Cay     365-5178       Treasure Cay     365-8749

Medical Services
Abaco Family Medicine Marsh Harbour ...367-2295 
Auskell Advanced Medical Clinic .............367-0020
Marsh Harbour Medical Centre ................367-0049
Government Clinic  Marsh Harbour .........367-2510
Corbett Clinic Treasure Cay   ...................365-8288
Government Clinic Cooper‘s Town   .........365-0300
Government Clinic Green Turtle Cay   .....365-4028
Government Clinic Hope Town ................366-0108
Government Clinic Sandy Point   .............366-4010
Government Clinic Fox Town   ................................  

Compliments of The Abaconian

www.abaconian.com

Abaco Marinas -   Slips Fuel   Phone
Walker’s Cay

Walker’s Cay - ...................................  Closed 
Green Turtle Cay

Bluff House ................45....... F ......365-4200
Green Turtle Club  ......32....... F ......365-4271
Black Sound Marina ...15................365-4531
Other Shore Club .......12....... F ......365-4195
Abaco Yacht Service ..10....... F ......365-4033

Treasure Cay
Treasure Cay Marina 150 ...... F ......365-8250 

Man-O-War
Man-O-War Marina  ...26....... F ......365-6008

Marsh Harbour
Boat Harbour Marina 183....... F ......367-2736
Conch Inn ...................75....... F  .....367-4000
Harbour View Marina .36....... F  .....367-2182
Mangoes Marina ........29................367-2366
Marsh Harbour Marina 52       F        367 2700

Hope Town
Hope Town Marina .....16................366-0003
Hope Town Hideaways...................366-0224
Lighthouse Marina .......6....... F ......366-0154
Sea Spray ..................50....... F ......366-0065

Spanish Cay
Spanish Cay Marina ...75....... F ......365-0083

Guana Cay
Orchid Bay .................64 ...... F ......365-5175

Boats can clear Customs at Green Turtle Cay, 
Treasure Cay or Marsh Harbour

Tours & Excursions
Abaco Island Tours • Marsh Harbour    367-2936
Above & Below • Marsh Harbour          367-0350
Dive Abaco 1978, Marsh Harbour         367-2787 
Brendals Dive • Green Turtle Cay         365-4411
Excursion boat • Froggies • Hope T     366-0024

Airlines Serving Abaco
Abaco Air - Nassau, N Eleuthera, Moores Is ........ 367-2266
American Eagle - Miami  ...................................... 367-2231
Bahamasair - Nassau,W. Palm B, Ft Laud  .......... 367-2095
Continental Connection - Miami
        Ft. Laud and W Palm Beach ......................... 367-3415
Sky Bahamas - Nassau ........................................ 367-0446
Southern Air - Nassau .......................................... 367-2498
Twin Air Calypso - Fort Lauderdale  ..................... 367-0140 
Yellow Air Taxi - Ft Lauderdale ............................. 367-0032  
Local air charters  serving Bahamas & S.Florida 
Abaco Air .............................................................. 367-2266
Cherokee Air Charters  ......................................... 367-3450

Taxi Cab Fares for one or two passengers 
Plus extra for each passengers above two

• Marsh Harbour Airport to:    (effective 22 Dec 08)
Clinic, Downtown, Regattas,    .........................................$10
Ab Bch Resort,  Eastern Shore, Pelican shore        $15
Spring City                                                                $15
Dundas Town, Nat Ins bldg, C Abaco Primary Sch .........$15
Murphy Town & Great. Cistern ........................................$20
Snake Cay  ......................................................................$35
Casuarina Point ...............................................................$60
Cherokee, Winding Bay, Little Harbour............................$80
Bahama Palm Shore .......................................................$90
Crossing Rocks .............................................................$105
Sandy Point  ..................................................................$150
Leisure Lee  .....................................................................$50
Treasure Cay Aorport, G Turtle ferry   .............................$80 
Treasure Cay Resort .......................................................$85
Fox Town  ......................................................................$185
• Between Marsh Harbour Ferry and:
Clinic, downtown, Ab Beach Hotel   ..................................$ 5 
Nat. Ins. Bldg, Murphy Town, Gr. Cistern ........................$10

Waiting time X$20 per hour, X$10 per half hour
Children under three - free • Caged pets - as people

Luggage X$1.00 each over four, Surf boards X$4.00 ea.

•  Treasure Cay Airport to:     Effective 22 Dec 085 
Green Turtle Cay ferry dock ............................................$10
Madeira Park ...................................................................$20
Sand Banks  ....................................................................$25
Treasure Cay Resort .......................................................$30
Leisure Lee  .....................................................................$45
Black Wood  ....................................................................$20
Fire Road & Cooper’s Town  ............................................$40
Cedar Harbour  ................................................................$60
Wood Cay  .......................................................................$70
Mount Hope .................................................................... $80
Fox Town  ........................................................................$70
Crown Haven  ..................................................................$90
Marsh Harbour airport  ....................................................$85

Green Turtle Ferry to Marsh H Airport  ............................$80

T Cay Hotel to Marsh Harbour  ...........................X$65 + $10
T C Hotel to G Turtle Ferry (Blue Hole $24) ........X$18 + $ 5
T C Hotel to Bonefi sh Marles ................................X$22 + $5
T C Hotel to Joe’s Creek  ......................................X$35 + $5
T C Hotel to Moxey  ..............................................X$16 + $5  

Abaco Attractions
Albert Lowe Museum .......................................Green Turtle Cay
Capt Roland Roberts House, reef exhibits .......Green Turtle Cay
Memorial Sculpture Garden .......................... Green  Turtle Cay
Wyannie Malone Historical Museum ........................Hope Town
Elbow Cay Light Station ...........................................Hope Town
Walk to & swim on Mermaid Reef off M Harb.  ..Pelican Shore
Drive to & swim in Blue Hole  .............Treasure Cay farm road 
Art studio & working foundry-  ........................  Little Harbour
Working boatyards ........................................... Man-O-War cay

Pocket beaches • Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour
• Witches Point -  3 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
• Little Harbour - 20 miles S. of Marsh Harbour
• Cherokee - 23 miles S of Marsh Harbour
Miles of beach are generally on ocean exposures 
• Treasure Cay • Green Turtle Cay • Guana Cay • Elbow Cay 
• Man-O-War Cay • Casuarina Point • Bahama Palm Shore 
• Sandy Point & more
Items of interest • Man-O-War boat yards • Blackwood 
blue hole & sisal mill • Cedar Harbour plantation ruins - need 
guide • Hole-in- Wall lighthouse - last mile very rough road • 
Abaco wild horses by appointment 367-4805 • Bird watching 
- ask tourism 367-3067

To Abaco by land and sea from Florida • Take Discovery Cruise 
Line (954-971-7347) from Ft. Lauderdale or CloudX ferry (866-473-3779) from 
West Palm Beach to Freeport •Bus to McLeans Town • Ferry to Crown Haven • 
Bus to Green Turtle Ferry or Marsh Harbour •Taxi to Marsh Harbour ferry dock 
• Ferry to Hope Town, Man-O-War or Guana Cay • Its an adventure

Area code 242 unless noted otherwise

* Not on 
Sundays

or 
holidays

Marsh Harbour to Hope Town or Man-O-War - 20 minutes, Guana Cay - 40 minutes
Ferry Schedules • Departure times shown •  Daily service unless noted

Tourism’s People-to-People program 
Be matched with a local person or family with a similar interest 
such as Bird watching, Attending church, Foreign language, School 
class visit, Environmental interest. Marine, Native plants, History, 
Humane Society, etc. This is not a dating service or an offer for a 
free meal or lodging but an opportunity to meet someone locally 
with similar interests. Call Tourism’s Doranell Swain at 367-3067 
for more information. Email: dswain@bahamas.com
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Haitians celebrate Flag Day
Hundreds turn out to enjoy Haitian culture

Hundreds of Haitians gathered to celebrate their culture with nusic, dancing, costumed rituals and food. The BAIC property next to 
the Anglican Church in Marsh Harbour was turned into a sea of Haitian flags and happy people.  

Immigration Board meets on Abaco

The Immigration Board met in Marsh Harbour, the first time it has met other than in 
Nassau and Freeport. Senior Administrator Cephas Cooper participated in the meet-
ing, the first time a Family Island administrator was included in any board meeting. 
Minister of State for Immigration, the Hon. Branville McCartney, seated, presided 
over the meeting. Others included Hubert Ferguson, Abaco’s chief Immigration offi-
cer; Cora Colebrooke, Deputy Permanent Secretary; Jack Thompson, recently named 
Director of Immigration; Mr. Cooper; and Fausteen Major Smith, Assistant Director 
of Immigration for the Northern Bahamas. 

54 boats compete in the 
Homer Lowe Memorial Regatta 

On the weekend of May 9 and 10 Marsh Harbour was treated to the sight of many 
small Sunfish and Optimists sailing in the Homer Lowe Memorial Regatta. This re-
gatta attracted boats from Govern or’s Harbour, Eleuthera, and New Providence 
as well as three communities on Abaco. Adults sailed the faster Sunfish while junior 
sailors competed in the Optimists. The weather cooperated with light winds and sunny 
days. This annual event is hosted by Jim and Liann Kaighin and is headquartered at 
Snappas on the Marsh Harbour waterfront.    

By Julian Lockhart
Hundreds of Haitians with a handful of 

Bahamians intermixed amongst the crowd 
came out in support of their first Haitian 
Flag Day in Marsh Harbour as they joined 
in with thousands of other Haitians in New 
Providence and Grand Bahama in celebrat-
ing their history on May 15.

After years of local Haitians having to 
travel to New Providence or Grand Ba-
hama to celebrate their history in grand 
style, Luzena Dumercy connected with the 
organizers in New Providence and through 
their guidance was able to kick start Hai-
tian Flag Day on Abaco through the spon-
sorship of Fidelity Financial/The Money 
Centre.

The local Haitian community had only 
a few weeks to plan, but Ms. Dumercy 
said they were able to get the show off the 
ground. Now they know what they need 
to do for next year and will have a year 
to plan. She said, “I am very impressed 
with the turnout. We have a large crowd 

Please see Flag Day                        Page 5

Junkanoo Summer Festival
June 12, 19, 26 and July 3

Goombay Park, Marsh Harbour
June 12 entertaiment

Royal Bahamas Police Force 
Marching & Pop Bands 

New Wave Dancers • New Entry Band
Junkanoo by the Treasure Cay Explorers 

For the fi rst time this year plaiting of the maypole, 
local drama, island wear fashion shows and 

free samplings of Bahamian bush teas and desserts

By Raymond Kongwa 
Lightning that accompanied the recent 

spate of rain and thunderstorms caused the 
power outages across the island last week, 
according to BEC Abaco Manager Wenzel 
Jones. He said that a flurry of lightning 
strikes on poles not yet protected by the 
lightning protection system the corpora-
tion is currently installing throughout the 
island caused the frequent power cuts.

The corporation began installing a light-
ning protection device on its poles on the 

island following similar lightning strikes 
last year, but Mr. Jones explained that the 
portion of the corporation’s budget ear-
marked for lightning protection has been 
enough to protect only six poles. 

The six poles protected so far are in 
North Abaco. Mr. Jones said BEC was 
working its way south and would install 
protection devices on more poles as more 
money was allocated for the ongoing proj-
ect.         

Lightning is blamed for power cuts

By Mirella Santillo
The 19th Homer Lowe Memorial 

Regatta was held in Marsh Harbour on 
May 9 and 10 with local Sunfish and Op-
timist sailors competing against sailors 
from Nassau and Governor’s Harbour, 
Eleuthera. The event consisted of two 
races on Saturday morning, two in the 

afternoon and two on Sunday morning. 
Each race which took place in the har-
bour consisted of two triangular courses 
and one  sausage course for the Sunfish 
and one triangle course for the Optimists  
(the children’s racing dinghies). Regis-

Please see Regatta                          Page 6
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By Julian Lockhart
Mr. Edison Key, Member of Parliament 

for South Abaco, was quite disappointed in 
the lack of Bahamian support and turnout 
for the first Haitian Flag Day celebration 
in Marsh Harbour. Hundreds of Haitians, 
intermixed with a handful of Bahamians, 
showed up for what was a great night of 
festivities, music, culture, history and 
great food and drinks on May 15 at the 
BAIC site in Marsh Harbour.

Thousands of Haitians live, work and 
shop in Abaco, but there is a consistent 
disconnect between the two communities 
with the lack of assimilation on both sides. 
Event organizer Luzena Dumercy, who is 
of Haitian descent born in The Bahamas, 
thinks more Haitians need to embrace the 
Bahamian culture, but that Bahamians need 
to also respect the Haitian culture and un-
derstand that there are differences.

Mr. Key said, “This is beautiful and for 

persons who don’t want to be a part of the 
Haitian Flag Day and their culture, it is 
their loss. This was so impressive and the 
plaiting of the maypole, I have never ex-
perienced that in my whole life with the 
rhythm and how beautiful it was. Bahami-
ans missed a beautiful opportunity this eve-
ning to see the Haitian culture right here 
in our community. They are peaceful and 
everything is just wonderful. I don’t think 
Bahamians will ever get the same culture, 
but Bahamians have culture, though it is a 
different culture. What you see here this 
evening, you can’t find in The Bahamas, 
not with the true Bahamians. I think both 
sides can benefit tremendously from a cul-
tural standpoint.

Mr. Key said a number of people asked 
him why he was allowing the Haitian com-
munity to put on the event in Marsh Har-
bour, and they were disappointed that he 
did allow it. However, Mr. Key said these 

MP Edison Key speaks out
people live in The Bahamas, and it is time 
for everyone to realize they aren’t going 
anywhere. The cultural differences should 
be embraced and not shunned. Mr. Key 
said these people are here to stay; they are 
a part of The Bahamas. They have made a 
major contribution to the development of 
The Bahamas and Abaco.

The Haitian community was a huge sup-
porter of Mr. Key and the FNM in the 
2007 elections and played a role in his win-
ning the seat for South Abaco.

The next step for a lot of the Haitians 
on Abaco is receiving their proper immi-
gration documents from government as 
hundreds of them wait on passports so they 
can travel easier, open bank accounts, send 
money and take out loans and mortgages at 
banks on Abaco.

Mr. Key said, “I will continue to give 
back to this community. I am a servant of 
the people and that is all I am here for, 
not for myself. I will do whatever I can do 
to make life better for the Bahamians and 
the Haitians and a lot of these people are 
Bahamians as they are born here. I hope 
during this administration that the govern-
ment will get serious about regularizing 
these people who are 18 and have applied 
for their papers. I am doing all I can to 
bring their fight forward. The Prime Min-
ister (the Rt. Hon. Hubert Ingraham) made 
a statement recently that they will fast for-
ward some of these immigration matters 
which should take care of a lot of these 
young people. They deserve their papers. I 
wonder how people would feel if they were 
in their position,” he concluded.

Mr. Edison Key, MP, and his wife and Senior Administrator Cephas Cooper and his wife 
have front row seats to enjoy the program at the Haitian Flag Day in Marsh Harbour. 
The event showcased Haitian culture that Mr. Key described as beautiful. The Haitian Flag Day program included many dance routimes and music selections. 
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Ph: 242-367-3231  •  Fax: 242-367-3233  •  Cell: 242-458-2446  •  US: 954-586-7603  •  Sea Star Building  •  Marsh Harbour

Perry Thomas
Realtor, Offi ce Manager

Osbourne Stuart, CRS, CRES, BRI, SVC 
Broker,  Appraiser, President with 21 years experience

Perry Thomas, BRI
Salesman and Rentals, Marsh Harbour branch with 12 years experience

Tina Wells - Cell 475-3669  •  Janet Harding - Cell 577-0284
Call Adler Realty to have your next appraisal done

Rent your apartment or fi nd an apartment to rent. We can help.

Endless Summer #508, Eastern Shores, 2 story, 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms. 210’ water frontage, 80’ 
dock, 6’ low water, 9,000 lb. 
boat lift. Cypress ceiling and in-
terior walls, laundry room, single 
car garage, carport, 15 KW back-
up generator. $1,412,500 gross 

Triplex #504, one three-bedroom two-bathroom that is 1950 sq ft 
on the top floor and 2 Two-
bedroom one-bath apartments 
on the bottom floor, property 
is 90 x 100 Appraised at $ 
440,000 This month sales price 
$434,600

Great Business Opportunity #506 A restaurant that is ready to 
go with all the necessary equip-
ment needed to operate this 
lovely building, has sea views, is 
on 100’x120’ lot. 
REDUCED $424,000. 

Agape Villa Murphy Town #503 Two free standing structures 
containing four one-bedroom, 
one bathroom apartment units 
that are fully furnished with 
central air conditioning. Sits 
on 15,000 sq. ft. Landscaped. 

All units are rented. REDUCED $227,900 Person purchasing this will have 
an instant business.

Three bedroom, two bathroom home, #500 fully fur-
nished, central air conditioning, 
on 9,000 sq. ft. Landscaped 
with beautiful trees and lawn. 
Rented. REDUCED $148,400 

 

Visit our other fi ne properties at: www.adlerrealtyabaco.com

Sandy Point #510 waterfront 3 bedroom 3 bathroom 2,000 sq. ft. 
home with sunken living room, 
TV room, dining room and large 
kitchen on a lot over 26,000 sq. 
ft. of land. $265,000

Duplex #0713 & 0715  2 bedroom, 1 bath and 1 bedroom, 1 bath house 
in Dundas Town $260,000

Three Town House 
# 0711 3 two bedroom one 
bath all with beautiful ocean 
view from upstairs balcony. 
Property 13,690 sq ft. 

 $320,000

Marsh Harbour vacant lot with beautiful walls, huge entrance 
gate with brick pavers at two 
entrances, landscaped with sprinkler 
system, fresh water from drilled well 
and two small pump & storage houses 

with electric power. This lot ready 
for a beautiful home to be built. 
$139,200 gross

Triplex for sale Murphy Town 

#502  2 one-bedroom, one-
bath and 1 two-bedroom, one-
bath. $145,000 

One oceanfront lot on Tilloo Cay with beach access and shared 
do ck. Lot size sq ft 0.73 acres 103ft on water and 315 ft  asking price 
$278,400 gross

For sale 15 acres of land at Baker’s Heights near 
Leisure Lee off the Treasure Cay Highway. Priced at $450,000, this property 
will go fast. Call today.

For sale three lots located on South Lubbers Quarters in the 
Abaco Ocean Club Estate. Lots number 11, 44, 112. These lots are priced 
individually. 11,022 sf. $88,000 gross     
Lot #44 13,307 sf $98,000 gross     Lot # 112 20,485 sf. $175,000 gross

Two lots 84 ft. x 100 ft. near Treasure Cay, one mile 
northwest of Treasure Cay School. $49,500 each

Two lots for sale located on hillside in Yellowwood 
Property adjacent to The Abaco Club on Winding Bay
Lot# 7 G3 size 12,600 s.f. $63,000 gross
Lot # 7 G4 size 12,600 s.f. $63,000 gross

6 lots in Marsh Harbour off Don MacKay Blvd. 
4 lots 10,286.1 sq. ft. $59,659 each 2 lots 12,086.1 sq. ft. $70,099 each

4 lots in Murphy Town, water view, across from Abaco 
Block and Concrete, commercial. 
Sold separately 3 lots $48,614 each, 1 at $48,730

Central Pines Duplex 2br 11/2 bth central a/c $210,900 gross

Central Pines large lot 14,400 sq ft cleared and footing dug for a two 
2br 2bth apt includes approved plans $34,000 gross

Off Forest Drive 3 br 2bth home on lot 90x131 ready to move in 
$190,400 gross

Tina Wells
Realtor

Janet Harding 
Realtor

UNDER

CONTRAC
T

By Julian Lockhart 
There are thousands of Haitians on Ab-

aco, some who have assimilated into the 
Bahamian society and others who still find 
themselves on the fringe of a community 
where they work, shop and are educated.

The problem is two-fold of why more 
of the Haitians on Abaco have not merged 
into the Bahamian communities around 
them. They have held on to their old cul-
ture and stayed in their own communities 
and the Bahamians have not totally accept-
ed them as part of their social network.

One person of Haitian descent who has 
made the transition and who has assimi-
lated into the Bahamian community whilst 
holding on to her strong Haitian culture is 
Luzena Dumercy. Ms. Dumercy said, “I 
have learnt now in being an adult to deal 
with being a Bahamian and Haitian at the 
same time. At first, it was a struggle be-
tween the two and even in school there was 
always that division and people weren’t as 

of over 500 people and that is a good num-
ber. Everyone is in their colors represent-
ing Haiti, and we have both Bahamians and 
Haitians out here having fun. We worked 
very hard and we only had three weeks 
to organize whereas other places had a 
year. This is our first time and this was 
our learning experience. We will have to 
improve for the next one. The organizers 
in Nassau reached out to me and I got the 
necessary paper work and took it on from 
there,” she added.

Flag Day                                From Page 1

Haitian culture was highlighted at Flag Day
The highlight of the evening was the 

plaiting of the maypole as about two dozen 
Haitian girls, in amazing continuity, with 
the beating of drums, blowing of home-
made horns of PVC pipes and the rhyth-
mic movements of bodies and arms plaiting 
the streamers around the pole. Mr. Edison 
Key, MP for South Abaco, said he has 
never witnessed anything so natural and 
cultural as the events of the night and said 
those who didn’t show up to participate in 
the festivities definitely missed out.

Ms. Dumercy definitely put together 
a great show on short notice as she and 

her team brought together their communi-
ties with great music, food, activities and 
skits. After such a great evening she said 
Haitian Flag Day is here to stay on Abaco. 
They are hoping it continues to grow and 
get better every year. Everyone is looking 
forward to next year to see what is in store 
for them.

The only disappointment for Ms. Du-
mercy and Mr. Key was that more Ba-
hamians didn’t come out to show support 
for their Haitian brothers and sisters and 
take in the culture that was more than on 
display. Mr. Key said a lot of Bahamians 
could learn from the Haitians what real 
culture is instead of grasping on to whatev-
er new fad comes their way and to sticking 
to their own history and learning about the 
history that got them where they are today.

Selena Archer, marketing director for 
Fidelity Bank, said, “I was very impressed 
with the amount of planning and organiza-
tion that went into the Flag Day. It was the 
first event of its kind in Marsh Harbour, 
and I thought it was executed very well. As 
a Bahamian it opened my eyes to Haiti’s 
rich cultural heritage. It was very touching 
to see the Abaco community embrace the 
festivities and thank the Haitian commu-
nity for their contributions over the years 
to Abaco. The most enjoyable experience 
was interacting with our Haitian customer 
base (Money Centre) and building even 
stronger relationships. I thank Luzena and 
her committee for allowing us to partner 
with them and make the event successful. 
We are definitely looking forward to May 
18th next year,” she concluded.

One of the highlights of the Hatian Flag Day was the plaiting of the maypole. Their intri-
cate maneuvers impressed the crowd as they rhythmicly danced, weaving their streamers 
in and out. 

Luzena lives in both worlds
accep t ing . 
“As I grew 
into an 
adult, I 
learnt to deal 
with it and 
dealing with 
the nega-
tive aspects 
of it. I have 
great friends 
including many of my coworkers who are 
Bahamians. I am more Bahamian some-
times than Haitian, but some Bahamians 
don’t see it that way,” she added.

Ms. Dumercy is a young Haitian wom-
an, born and educated on Abaco, left and 
got a college education and has since come 
back home to have a strong work ethic and 
be a beacon in her community through ef-
forts like organizing the first Haitian Flag 

Lucena Dumercy

Please see Two worlds                Page 23
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Broker
Marcellus Roberts

Sales Associate
Everett Pinder

(242) 365-8538 Ph
(242) 365-8587 Ph/Fax

“NEW” STORAGE UNITS, centrally located in   
 Treasure  Cay town centre. Storage units come   
 in assorted sizes for boats, cars, golf carts and   
 ”stuff.”                EXC.  Starting at $25,000 FGS

CONDOMIUM DEVELOPMENTS
 1. CARLETON LANDING 
  Prestigious Canal Front Development offering  
   Carriage House units in blocks of four plus  
      indivisual cottages. Both offer docks/ boat    
   slips as well as golf cart or car garages. 
    Prices start at $680,000 + 14%

 2. NEW LUXURY WATERFRONT CONDOS   
  WITH DOCKS!
   “PINEAPPLE POINT RESORT” - Luxury   
   gated community - Treasure Cay’s newest   
   waterfront development. 2 bed/ 2 bath   
   and 3 bed/ 3 bath condos with availability   
   of private boat slips. Pre-construction price  
   starting at $529,000 net (plus closing   
   costs). MUST SEE! Great investment oppor-  
   tunity and a great location in Treasure Cay! 

 3. THE COTTAGES 
   Now the newest oceanfront development   
   on Treasure Cay beach comprising 10 
   individual luxury units 
               Starting at $900,000 + 12% closing

 4. BAHAMA BEACH CLUB 
  Luxury condominium project on Treasure   
  Cay Beach. 3 bed / 3 bath / Den / Lanai / on-  
  site pool and many other features          
             Starting at $907,500 Plus 14% closing

 5. ROYAL POINCIANA TOWNHOUSES
   On-site pool and tennis, newly completed   
   luxury  townhouse units directly on   
   Treaure Cay each totalling 3 bed/ 4 1/2   
   baths plus loft bedroom/ den 
    Ground floor - garage, 2 bed/ 2 bath with  
    ocean front patio
    First floor - open concept living / dining/  
    kitchen plus master bedrom suite, all   
    ocean views with patio/ balcony
    Loft - bedroom/ den with ocean view   
                    MLS  $2,075,000 + 7.5% Closing

 6. PALM BAY DEVELOPMENT Unit #3
  4 bed/ 3½ bath fully furnished Town   
   House with garage and boat slip with 20’   
   beam. Located at Palm Bay Development   
   2,000 +/- sq. ft. $907,500 EXC

  Anchorage Estates Multi-family Lots 128’   
   water front, 22,448 sq. ft. Good investment 
   Price $474,000 EXC

MARINER’S COVE 
 Townhouse condos with on- site tennis, heated   
 pool, office, laundry
 Marina view, 2 bed/ 1 1/2 bath, fully furnished,   
  never rented, extra feathures.
                        MUST SEE  FGS $295,000 
 Marina view, 1 bed / 1 bath upstairs - good   
  rental potential                      $220,150 FGS
 Marina view, 2 bed/ 2 bath and unit - fully   
  furnished- storm shutters- good rental 
  potential            $271,500  + 7.5% closing

MARINA VIEW VILLA
 Recently completed delightful villa with great   
  marina view and access. Modern 2 bed/ 2   
  bath CBS fully furnished home, 1020 sq.   
  ft. plus porches and garden area. Must see to   
  appreciate.                    FGS $479,000 EXC

TEASURE LANDING
 Unit #4 Upstairs 3 bed/2bath fully furnished,   
 direct beach access. Good rental investment   
                                  EXC. $514,250 FGS

ROYAL PALM 
 Canal front condos with on site tennis and pool
  2 bed / 2 bath lower unit marina view.   
   Good rental income           EXC $526,350 

  2 bed/ 2 bath lower unit with marina view.   
   12 ft. boat slip with 12,000 lb. lift. Never   
   rented.                       EXC $655,950 FGS

  2 bed/ 2 bath lower unit with marina view,   
     12’ boat slip          $425,000 +7.5% EXC 

TREASURE HOUSE
 Ocean front luxury octagonal units with lagoon/  
 pool/waterfall. Good rental potential. 
  Unit #7 Two storey 2 bed/ 2 bath home.   
                     MLS $545,000 + 7.5% closing
  Unit #9 two storey 2 bed/ 2 bath home
               EXC $450,000 FGS

BAHAMA BEACH CLUB
Resale condos available in first completed project.   
 Ready to go. Both units never rented but definite  
 potential. MUST SEE PROPERTIES.
  Downstairs unit 3 bed / 2 bath with den/  
  optional 4th bed. Completely and tastefully   
  furnished with many extra features including   
  garage and Ford Taurus    $785,000  + 14%

ATLANTIS
 Canal front condo with on-site pool. Bldg 4.   
  downstairs, 2 bed, 2 bath, totally redone, 12’   
  wide slip. $459,675.00 + 7.5% closing EXC

OCEAN VILLA SUBDIVISION
  Second row beach with direct ocean access.   
  Great view. 2 bed / 2 bath, many special   
  features. MUST SEE         EXC. $460,000 FGS
GALLEON BAY ESTATES
 “Gramling House” newly built, 2 storey home   
  located on Galleon Bay canal with a 45’   
  dock. Upper level has 4 bed/ 2 bath. Open   
  living/ dining/ kitchen. Lower level has 2   
  bed/ 1 bath, laundry room pl us covered 
  open boat/ car storage  MUST  SELL
  VERY MOTIVATED SELLER    EXC $790,000 

 “Fish Tales” unique canal front 3 bed / 3 bath   
  home on 2 full lots, 180’ waterfront with 118’  
  serviced dock, deep water, great for larger   
  boat.  MUST SEE!    MLS$1,725,000 + 7.5%

LEEWARD BEACH ESTATES
 “Trident”/”Turquoise Seas” You cannot be more  
  “on the beach” than in this special home.   
  Offering 3 bed / 3 1/2 bath in the main house  
  with detached garage / bed / bath / attic plus   
  storage. Vast deck oceanside with widow’s   
  walk. WOW!  
                  MLS $1,999,000 + 7.5% closing 

 “Cross Winds” Split level CBS home extra large   
  lot across from 2 beach greenways. Private.   
  Master bed/ bath suite upstairs. Lower level 2  
  bed / 2 bath, cozy living room/ kitchen/   
  dining/ utility. Apartment annex 1bed/ 1   
  bed, living kitchen, enclosed patio. Plus! Plus!  
  Plus!           MLS $755,000 + 7.5% closing

 “Surf Shack” This CBS totally renovated two-  
  storey luxury modern home is located on a  
  large corner lat in the prestigious area of Lee  
  ward Beach and Sunrise Point. Both levels   
  include 4 bed / 3 1/2 bath plus above ground  
  pool with wrap around deck. many, many   
  more features, i.e. hurricane shutters and   
  generator. “A definite must see!” 
                                    $1,403,600 EXC  
WINDWARD BEACH ESTATES
 “Dream Point” Special CBS split level home   
  located on a corner lot near “The Point” with   
  two choices of direct beach access. Upper   
  level has master bedroom with ensuite bath   
  plus two guest bdrooms and bath. On the   
  split level there is the main entry into a large   
  open living/dining area, modern well 
  equipped kitchen. All rooms open onto a   
  wrap-around partially covered deck overlook  
  ing the garden. Ground level has an extra
  large garage/ workshop with lots of storage.
                                        EXC. $996,300 FGS

ROCK POINT
 Apartment four-plex, 2 storey CBS building,   
  each level has 2  full apartments with 2 bed,   
  1 bath, living/dining/kitchen. Great rental   
  investment.  MUST SEE! EXC.  $400,000 FGS

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY

 6.667 acres on the highway between Treasure   
  Cay Resort and Treasure Cay airport. Running  
  from highway north to the sea of Abaco. 180’  
  on water front and 165’ roadside, 1500’ road  
  to water. Prime property that can be subdivid
  ed, commercial and housing/condos or   
  subdivided into lots, commercial and residen  
  tial                                 $833,375 FGS, EXC 

Treasure Cay Properties - Offered by Treasure Cay Specialists
For details and pictures visit our web page at http://www.treasurecayrealestate.com

VACANT LOTS AVAILABLE
 • Ocean front properties
  Casuarina Beach/Ocean Blvd.
         Sand Piper Beach
  Sunrise Point Beginning at $1,250,000 FGS
 • Canal Front        Beginning at $350,000 FGS
 • Rock Point Waterfront, bulkheaded                             
                        Beginning at $430,000 FGS   
 • Golf Course / Interior 
                               Beginning at $60,000 FGS

ABBREVIATION CODE
EXC - Exclusive listing  
FGS  - Full gross or all-inclusive price  
MLS - Multiple Listing, list price plus buyer’s closing

Treasure Cay has one of the world’s best Beaches, Golf Course, Tennis, full service Marina, just naming a few amenities.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information

We not only sell here, we live here and love it. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box AB22183, Treasure Cay, Abaco, Bahamas     E-mail: info@treasurecayrealestate.com  

SOLD

SOLD
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Offering casual & elegant
lifestyles throughout the

islands and worldwide through our
Global Network of Real Estate

Affiliates & Partners
Invest in Your Future

Hull Building, 2nd Floor, Queen Elizabeth Drive
Marsh Harbour, Abaco 

Tel: 242-367-3262  Fax: 242-367-3260  Mobile: 242-577-5155
www.bahamasrealty.bs

Serving The Bahamas since 1949 
Sales & Appraisals, Site & Residential Inspections

Select Properties
Bahama Palm Shores! NEW! Great little 1/1 cottage, newly built, fully 
furnished, includes Jeep Cherokee and rigid inflatable boat! Priced to 
sell! Ref: #563844. $135,000

Bahama Palm Shores! Turnkey home on double fenced lot. Newly 
tiled, pool, workshop, storm shutters. Close to Eight Mile Bay. Great 
buy! Ref. #563340. $295,000

Bahama Palm Shores! MOTIVATED SELLER! Nicely secluded home 
site, close to power and beach. Invest in your future, buy now! Ref#: 
563013. $30,000

Bahama Palm Shores! REDUCED! Beachfront with 100’ of frontage 
on Eight Mile Bay. Nicely elevated and forested .85 acres. Ref#: 
10202. $335,500

Guana Cay! NEW PRICES! Select oversize home sites starting at only 
$150,000! Hill top and beach front lots. Ref#’s: 563267, 563268, 
563269. Call for more information.

Lubber’s Quarters! Jack’s Jungle. Great price! Lovely 1+ acre home 
site, power, lush vegetation. Deeded dock slip! Ref. #563604. 
$105,000.

Scotland Cay! Lovely residences and select homes sites with Sea of 
Abaco frontage. Private airstrip, beaches, marina, secluded island 
living at its best! Call for info.

Tilloo Cay! Two gorgeous, select residences in Lower Harbour area, 
deep water docks, sea-to-sea! Ref#’s: 563522 and 563376. Call for 
info.

Treasure Cay! REDUCED! Best price on the beach! 3 bed/2 bath, fully 
furnished home with good rental record. Ref. #563121. $1,200,000

Competition boosts sailing enthusiasm
tration and welcome reception were held 
Friday evening at the home of Jim and Li-
ann Kaighin. 

The first Homer Lowe Memorial Sun-
fish Championship was organized in 1991 
by Jimmy Lowe in honor of his father, 
Homer Lowe, a dedicated sailor. This an-
nual event is hosted by the Marsh Harbour 
Sailing Club and has been held in recent 
years at Snappas Bar and Grill.

Thirty-two boats arrived in Sandy Point 
on May 8 on the ferry from Nassau. Two 
Sunfish and three Optimists came from 
Governor’s Harbour, Eleuthera, and 
six Optimists and 21 Sunfish from New 
Providence. With the boats from Abaco it 
brought the total of Sunfish to 31 and Op-
timists to 23.

The winds were light that Saturday 

Regatta                                  From Page 1 morning as the sailors left Iron Point boat 
ramp next to Snappas and most of the day 
stayed rather calm. However, at the end of 
that first day, the usual champions, Don-
nie Martinborough and Jimmy Lowe, both 
from Nassau, had placed first and second 
in the Sunfish category. In the Optimists 
category the first place went to favorite, 
Daniel deCardenas.

Sunday’s weather was somewhat more 
propitious to sailing, still sunny and clear, 
and the little sailing boats offered a de-
lightful sight as they maneuvered across 
the harbour throughout the morning. The 
races ended mid-day, confirming Donnie 
Martinborough as the overall winner with 
two points over Jimmy Lowe, his friend 
and usual competitor, who placed second. 
The third place went to George Damianos 
followed in fourth position by Dwayne 
Wallas of Marsh Harbour. Jim Kaighin 

of Marsh Harbour came in ninth and An-
drew Wilhoyte of Hope Town cam in 10th. 
Other Abaco Sunfish sailors were Jeff Gale 
in 15th place, Christian Wilhoyte in 19th 
place, Chris Thompson in 20th place and 
Charles Cooke in 31st place. 

In the Optimist category Daniel de-
Cardenas remained first overall. He was 
followed in second place by Jeremy Pley-
dell-Bouverie from Man-O-War. In third 
place was Spencer Cartwright and in fourth 
another Abaconian from Hope Town, 
Tristan Albury. Other Abaco Optimist sail-
ors included Alton Janes in 6th place, Kyle 
Reeves in 13th place, 
Giavanna Manni in 
14th place all of Man-
O-War. Five sailors 
competed from Guana 
Cay: Catalina Albury 
in 19th place, Bronson 
Sands in 20th place, 
Mike Garcia in 21st 
place, Kelsey Altamura 
in 22nd place and Ke-
ano Armbrister in 23rd 
place.

Donnie Martinbor-
ough, who won the 
Royal Championship 
three times, said he 
sailed a few times in 
the Homer Lowe Me-
morial Regatta, defend-
ing his position each 
time against Jimmy 
Lowe. He thought that 
the conditions were a 
little unpredictable that 
day but enjoyed the 
racing and the visit to 
Abaco. Jimmy Lowe, 

an accomplished race car driver and also a 
championship sailor, on the contrary, said 
that the conditions were perfect.

Many people accompanied the sailors to 
Marsh Harbour so that Bill Albury, owner 
of Snappas, had to close the restaurant to 
the public while the participants enjoyed 
the awards luncheon. Snappas was the 
hang out for the sailors and their families 
during the weekend.

Bob Hudson, race committee chairman, 
organized the races and oversaw the setting 

Six races on two days gave our local sailors some welcome competition. This photo shows 
both the faster Sunfish and the training Optimists. Three communities on Abaco have 
junior sailing programs using Optimists. Although the young people have only recently 
been sailing, they did very well in the races.  

These are the two floating tropies for the Homer Lowe Memo-
rial Regatta. In the center is Mrs. Homer Lowe, whose hus-
band was an avid sailor and for whom the regatta is named. 
On the left is first place winner Donnie Martinborough holding 
the floating trophy for Sunfish and on the right is Optimist 
winner Daniel deCardenas holding the floating trophy for the 
Optimist class.

Please see Regatta                         Page 23
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By Raymond Kongwa 
Master Blaster, a schoolmaster snap-

per swimming for Hope Town Primary 
School, has won the Race to the Reef. Hope 
Town’s fish swam farthest from mangrove 
nursing grounds toward coral reefs. Dia-
mond, another schoolmaster swimming for 
J.A Pinder Primary School in Sandy Point 
came in second.

This program is a new part of Friends 
of the Environment’s youth awareness and 
education outreach. Friends has teamed up 
with researchers from Florida International 
University’s marine biology department 
who are currently studying the habitats and 
movement patterns of fish on Abaco.

Each school on Abaco was invited to 
adopt one fish used in the research project 
prior to the fish being fit with electronic 

tag transmitters and returned to the man-
grove nursing grounds. The fish were then 
monitored daily as they made their way to 
the reefs. The fish that swam the farthest 

Master Blaster wins Race to the Reef

Graduate students Caroline Peyer and 
Suzanne Hurly from Florida International 
University working with Dr. Craig Layman 
on the Race to the Reef project came to 
Hope Town School to announce that the 
school’s tagged fish had won the contest 
by going out of the creek the farthest and 
staying the farthest out. Proud participat-
ing students Natasha Albury and Sheena 
Etienne pose with their teacher Mr. Justin 
Higgs.

Please see Race                             Page 14
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Rich’s Boat 
Rentals

Abaco’s Best Rental Fleet
At the Head of the Harbour

Rental Rates - March, April, May
 Daily 3-day Weekly
21’ Boat $170 $475 $790
26’ Boat $250 $650 $1200

Rental Rate - June, July
 Daily 3-day Weekly
21’ Boat $170 $475 $790
26’ Boat  $250 $700 $1300

Fishing & Snorkeling Gear
Bait, Ice & Guides

Call 367-2742
P.O. Box AB 20419, Marsh Harbour

Guana Freight Services
    Regular Freight Runs to Guana & Scotland Cay

     Monday thru Friday • Charters & Water available on request
Phone or Fax 
Rich or Melena at
242-365-5190 
577-0474
375-8833
Great Guana Cay

guanafreight@hotmail.com

Abaco Glass Company
Window Glass and Mirrors Cut and Installed

Screens Made and Repaired
Commercial Store Fronts Installed and Replaced

Yale Windows
In Marsh Harbour on Don MacKay Blvd.   367-2442

News of the Cays 

Mrs. Candace Key, Principal of Hope 
Town Primary School and long time par-
ticipant in the UNESCO Sandwatch pro-
gramme, proudly announced that the 2009 
teacher training conference for participa-
tion in the Sandwatch beach reclamation 
and study programme will be taking place 
in Hope Town from June 22-26 this year. 
The venue will be the Hope Town Harbour 
Lodge and adjacent beach. Participants 
will be able to study other beach areas on 
Elbow Cay that sustained severe damage 

from recent hurricanes. Teachers from 
Abaco and several other Bahamian islands 
will be joined by teachers from Cuba, Do-
minican Republic, Turks and Caicos and 
Puerto Rico to learn techniques and use 
of instruments that are used in the math/
science projects. These activities measure, 
graph, sort and identify such things as 
tides, erosion, debris, plants and animals, 
types of sand, currents, water quality, 
wave heights and beach usage. 

The on-going programme is currently 

aimed at studying and planning for future 
changes that may occur on our islands 
from climate change. Since the children 
will inherit these problems and since we 
can do very little to change the occurrence 
of the effects, we must learn how to adapt 
our life styles to such changes. At this con-
ference, teachers will learn how to take the 
necessary measurements and other scientif-
ic information so that students can monitor 
their island’s specific beach study sites for 
change. They will receive a pack loaded 
with scientific equipment to continue their 
work with students. Also included in this 
pack will be the brand new Sandwatch 
Manual which was developed by Sand-
watch participants and the directors.  

Recently this project held a conference 
in Barbados that was attended by Hope 

Town School student, Natasha Albury and 
Principal Candace Key. Also attending was 
former Hope Town School student, James 
Boyce and his mother, Cha Boyce. Dur-
ing this conference students learned how to 
get the message of climate change across 
to other students through the use of media, 
film and art. This workshop will continue 
that theme and will focus on filming areas 
to compare changes. 

Dr. Gillian Cambers from Barbados, a 
world leading authority on beach erosion 
who is a Nobel Prize winner for her work 

Hope Town will host 2009 
UNESCO Sandwatch Conference

Please see Cays                               Page 9

Students of Man-O-War Primary School, while on a social studies field trip to New 
Providence, called on Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Hubert Ingraham, at the Cabinet 
Office on May 22.   Photo by BIS

Man-O-War students call on the Prime Minister

Third grade students Samantha “Charlie” 
Cash and The Minister of Education the 
Hon. Carl Bethel at the Awards Ceremony. 
Charlie had the highest score on Abaco on 
the National Literacy Test.

Mr. Justin Higgs, teacher at Hope Town 
School, shows students a solar cell and 
how it works. By exposing this small cell 
to sunlight just briefly, it can run a fan. 
The Bahamas is a prime spot for major use 
of solar energy in the world’s quest to de-
velop a cleaner eco-energy to lessen global 
warming associated with climate change. 
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OCEAN BLUE PROPERTIES

Member B.R.E.A.
G.P.O. Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas 

Telephone 1-561-283-3781 • Telephone/Fax 1-242-365-4636
E-mail: oceanblu@batelnet.bs  •  www.oceanblueproperties.com

Sales, Rentals and Property Management

ON GREEN TURTLE CAY:

• On north end. Approx. 2 1/2 acres sea to sea with beach and dock. Secluded cot-
tage with workshop/garage. Lush gardens. $1.5 million plus 7% to close.

• Secluded 3 bed 2 bath furnished home on Black Sound waterfront. Near beaches 
and the historic town of New Plymouth. $1.million plus 7% to close. 

• Recently constructed 3 bed 2 bath home set high on a bluff with outstanding water 
views. Custom kitchen cabinets built locally. $895,000 plus 7% to close.

• Three bed 3 bath furnished villa with dock set on waterfront of peaceful Inner 
White Sound.Excellent rental potential. $630,000 plus 7% to close.

• In Coco Bay just steps away from two gorgeous beaches 2 bed 1 bath furnished 
home with basement and spacious garage easily converted to guest house. $472,000 
plus 7% to close.

• In White Sound, 2 master bed suites plus powder room furnished home. Excel-
lent rental. 1/3 acre. Close to beaches & public dock & ramp. $399,000 plus 7% to 
close.

• Two story 3 bed 3 bath immaculate furnished house in historic New Plymouth. 
Close to waterfront.Many amenities.$594,000 plus 7% to close

• Basically furnished two bed 1 bath home in center of historic New Plymouth. In 
excellent shape. $350,000 gross

• Just a short walk to the beach. Near public dock. 3 bed 2 bath furnished home in 
established quiet Green Turtle Estates.$600,000 gross.

• Waterfront lot on Sea of Abaco. High elevation. Deep water for dock. Stunning 
sunsets. 1/3 acre. $499,000 plus 7% to close.

• Inland lot in Green Turtle Estates. One block from beach. Near public dock.9,648 
sq. ft. $100,000 plus 7% to close.

• Inland lot near Black Sound. Electricity accessible. 1/4 acre. B$66,000 gross.

Replace your old countertops 
with locally made tops of

Marble & Granite

Call 242-367-4726
(Abaco Ace Hard ware)
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

abacomarbleandgranite.com

Frank Knowles 
Hope Town 

242-577-0339 

Donna Darville
Marsh Harbour

242-367-SOLD (7653)

The Abaco Real Estate Specialists!

donna@paradisebahamas.com frank@paradisebahamas.com                

Available Lots

Shop our lisings online at

www.ParadiseBahamas.com 

South Abaco - near beach
   1 bed 1 bath cottage $600/ mo 
   2 bed 2 bath house $1200/ mo
Marsh Harbour - with sea views 
   2 bed 2 bath house $2200/ mo
   2 bed 1 bath apt. $950/ mo
Regattas - pool, tennis courts
   2 bed 2 bath $2385/ mo 

Marsh Harbour - 100’x100’,  
  near beach, $199,900

Yellowwood - near Winding Bay,   
  hill top lot with sea view $71,000

Bahama Palm Shores - side-by- 
  side lots $22,900 ea.

Rentals
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on climate change and also a Director of 
Sandwatch, will be the workshop modera-
tor along with Paul Diamond, Sandwatch 
Director, Teacher and Media Special-
ist from Nevis. UNESCO Representative 
Hans Thulstrup of the UNESCO Paris, 
France, office will be attending. The Ba-
hamas’ Chief Meteorologist, Arthur Rolle 
of Nassau will be a featured guest along 
with local film maker, Matt Mc Coy. Gary 
Richardson of the Gary the Explorer en-
vironmental film fame and Ralf Sauer, an 
environmental landscape expert, will show 
how to use native vegetation to combat 
erosion. Many other speakers and guests 

will be in attendance and officials from the 
Ministry of Education, environmental or-
ganizations and ministries are expected to 
attend this exciting conference. Mrs. Key 
will be the workshop co-ordinator for the 
event and states that she is honoured that 
Hope Town was chosen for the site of this 
important hands-on learning experience.

Hope Town student 
achieved top score

Hope Town School student, Samantha 
“Charlie” Cash, a grade 3 student, was 
honoured in Nassau recently by the Minis-
try of Education for achieving the highest 
score on Abaco on the National Literacy 
Test. She and her Principal, Mrs. Can-
dace Key, were flown down to Nassau and 

treated to two days of 
touring and awards’ 
ceremonies. Her proud 
mother, PTA President 
Tami Cash, joined 
them for their two ex-
citing days. While in 
Nassau the students 
met with Governor 
General, His Excel-
lency Sir Arthur D. 
Hanna, at Government 
House, had a surprise 
visit from Prime Min-
ister, the Rt. Hon. Hu-
bert Ingraham, during 
their visit to the House 
of Assembly and then 
met Education Minister 
Mr. Carl Bethel in his 
boardroom. They saw 
all the historic sites in 
Nassau and then had a 
fun afternoon at Atlan-
tis. Twenty-six lucky 
students were on this 
exciting trip – all top 
achieving students on 
the National Literacy 

Test from their respective islands.
The second day was the Literacy Award 

Ceremony. These students were treated 
to other talented students performing for 
them before they were presented with 
trophies for their achievements. The win-
ning schools in each district were also pre-
sented with trophies. Man-O-War School 
and Cherokee Schools were honoured for 
their class achievements. Abaco’s District 
Superintendent, Mrs. Lenora Black, and 

Curriculum Officer, Ms. Felamease Saw-
yer, were both in attendance at the cere-
mony. At the end of the Award Ceremony, 
Ms. Cash gave a beautiful benediction.
Abaco students victorious at 
Student of the Year Awards
Each year schools throughout The Ba-

hamas select the top student in their Grade 

Dr. Robert Krout, Music Therapy Professor, spent a month of his sabbatical in Hope 
Town this year. He is a yearly visitor to Hope Town as his parents own a home here. He 
spends time each year working with students on music theory and practice. Hope Town 
students were fortunate to have “Mr. Robert” working with them twice a week during his 
extended stay on the island this year. At the end of his stay students held a performance 
for parents. Each class sang for the gathered crowd and children in each class played 
the keyboard and guitar that Robert and his step-mother, Anne, donated to the school in 
memory of father and husband, Mr. John Krout, who is greatly missed by the Hope Town 
community.

Abaco District Superintendent, Mrs. Lenora Black, and Mr. 
Enzil Cooper, Education Officer from Friends of the Environ-
ment, joined students and teachers at Hope Town Primary 
School to take part in the Million Trees Bahamas project. 
Hope Town School planted silver buttonwood trees, sea grape 
trees and hibiscus bushes as their pledge for the program. 
Mrs. Black favoured a yellow hibiscus as her special tree to 
plant during the ceremony that featured skits performed by 
each class showing the importance of trees to our life.
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Marsh Harbour Contact
Ph: (242) 367-2653
367-0364 • 367-5642 Fax 
Government Dock
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Palm Beach Contact
Ph: (561) 844-5387
M/V Legacy
c/o Palm Beach Steamship
158  B East Port Road
Riviera Beach, FL 33404

Nassau Contact
(242) 393-4371  • 393-3829
394-7529   •   Fax 394-0057
Western End Potter’s Cay Dock
Nassau, New Providence

Serving Marsh Harbour Weekly with
 Freight Service from Nassau and Palm Beach

LEGEND Loading Monday in Palm Beach
Arriving Tuesday in Marsh Harbour

LEGACY Loading Tuesday in Nassau
Arriving Wednesday in Marsh Harbour

Leaving Thursday for Nassau

Both ships serving Green Turtle Cay
Charter freight stops en route on request

Dean’s Shipping Co

Dean’s Shipping offi ce at the Marsh Harbour dock

M/V LEGEND M/V LEGACY

CURRY’S FOOD STORE
Customer docking 
Homemade bread

Complete line of groceries
Frozen foods, fresh fruits & 

vegetables
Block & crushed ice

Green Turtle Cay
Ph. 242-365-4171 Fax 365-4072

Located on the harbour front

Abaco Marine Props

Propellers
Reconditioned

& Rehubbed

Phone 367-4276                                       Fax 367-4259
across the street from Abaco Outboards in Marsh Harbour

Brass
Stainless

Aluminum

Sandblasting &
Marine grade welding on 

Stainless and Aluminum

Certified Propeller Repair Technician
The ONLY NNPA Techncian in The Bahamas 

6 classes to compete against all others 
selected for the coveted title of Bahamas 
Primary School Student of the Year. The 
hotly contested title is awarded to the stu-
dent judged to be the top student through 
his grades, awards, community service, 
church and extra-curricular activity and 
sports participation over the period from 
Grade 4, 5 and 6. This information is for-
warded to the foundation in a portfolio and 
judged by a respected panel that consists 
of school educators, statesmen, public of-
fice holders, lawyers and college profes-
sors. These judges reviewed the portfolios 
of 114 top students from government and 
private schools throughout our island chain 
— the largest number entered yet.

This year Abaco schools nominated sev-
en students for this award. These students 
were Rebecca Roberts from Amy Roberts 
School on Green Turtle Cay, Ashvonn 
Russell from Fox Town Primary, Jonnalee 

More News of the Cays 
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Natasha Albury from Hope Town Pri-
mary, Brandysha Russell from St. Fran-
cis de Sales School, Sujith Swarna from 
Agape School and Kandise Kelly from 
Wesley College in Marsh Harbour. Three 
of Abaco’s students came out victorious! 
Natasha Albury of Hope Town School was 
the top student from Abaco, a 12th place 
finalist winning a $1,500 scholarship. 
The other two students, Sujith Swarna of 
Agape Christian and Rebecca Roberts of 
Amy Roberts, were semi-finalists, each 
winning $1,000 scholarships. Congratula-
tions to these students and to all who were 
nominated from Abaco — you are ALL 
winners!

Green Turtle Cay
By Annabelle Cross

Five consecutive days of rain washed 
away all signs of winter on Green Turtle 
Cay!  Trees and lawns are green again and 
everything is in bloom. The royal poin-

ciana trees are announcing the arrival of 
summer with their flaming orange and red 
flowers! Everyone is grateful for the rain 
that came early this year!

School happenings
The beginning of summer is also the 

end of the school year and students and 
teachers are eager for the last day and are 
preparing for exams that must be written 
before summer break. It is also time for 
graduations and some students will move 
on to another level in the education process 
or even into the work force. 

The school year has been busy and pro-
ductive for many students on GTC.   Alys-
sa is a quiet child, but she studied hard and 
took on the challenge. She went through 
all the rounds of seen words and then on 
to an unseen list and emerged the cham-
pion. She has now set the pace and other 
students of Amy Roberts Primary will try 

to follow her lead to bring a trophy home. 
First grader Cori DeMario placed 4th in 
the First Grade spelling bee, just missing 
a chance for the trophy. Keep up the good 
work and try again in 2010!

Rebecca Roberts represented Amy Rob-
erts Primary at The Bahamas Primary 
School Student of The Year Awards in 
Nassau on May 15th and 16th. This event 
honors the top sixth grade students from all 
over the Bahamas and scholarship money 
is awarded to a group of finalists and the 
overall winner. Rebecca placed as a final-

The Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Hubert Ingraham, welcomed the sixth grade graduating 
class of Amy Roberts Primary School on Green Turtle Cay during a courtesy call on May 
25 at the Office of the Prime Minister. Photo by BIS

Amy Roberts students visit the Prime Minister

Alyssa Bethell, a student of Amy Roberts 
Primary School in Green Turtle Cay, won 
the Abaco District Grade 2 Spelling Bee.

Rebecca Roberts was a semi-finalist in the 
Bahamas Primary School Student of the 
Year, a nation-wide competition. She won 
a $1000 scholarship for her accomplish-
ment. 



May  15, 2009        The Abaconian        Section B     Page 11

2, 3,4 & 5 Bedroom
Beachfront Rentals

Treasure Cay, Abaco, Bahamas
Phone: 242-365-8500  Fax: 242-365-8501

www.BahamaBeachClub.com

Toll Free Reservations:

800-563-0014

18 Hole Golf Course, Tennis, Boat Rentals,
Scuba, Island Tours, Shopping & More!

“Best Beach
in the Caribbean”

Caribbean Travel & Life Magazine

“A Unisex Salon”
Manicures & Pedicures

Ofra Cosmetics
Matrix, Redkin and Paul Mitchell

Products and Accessories
Elaine Summerville, Manager

Monday - Saturday  •  9am - 5pm
In Memorial Plaza  •  367-3623
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ist and received a $1000 scholarship do-
nated by Nassau Agencies Limited. It is a 
wonderful experience for the children and 
an honor to be recognized among the top 
students in the country.

Raenell Lowe graduated cum laude with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing 

from Palm 
Beach At-
lantic Uni-
versity. Her 
GPA of 3.84 
earned her 
a place on 
the Provost 
and Presi-
dent’s List 
and she was 

named among the who’s who among col-
lege students in America. Raenell received 
the Renshaw Award which is given to the 
outstanding nursing student who best ex-
emplifies the qualities of professionalism 
and Christian values. Raenell is planning 
to work in Florida to gain more experience 
in nursing. Raenell is the daughter of Ray 
and Bessie Lowe and a graduate of Forest 
Heights Academy.  
Island Roots Festival is over
The sixth annual Island Roots Heritage 

Festival is now history. The year of plan-
ning and fund raising paid off as the event 
was well attended and very successful! 
The festival was officially opened by Rt. 
Hon. Hubert Ingraham, Prime Minister of 
the Bahamas, in a brief ceremony. He then 
walked around the site stopping at each 
booth to speak with vendors and festival 
guests. 

It gives the committee great pleasure 
to see so many descendants of GTC come 
“home” each year to celebrate their heri-
tage and to share our culture with our visi-
tors. A unique feature of the Island Roots 
Heritage Festival is the genealogy research 
that continues to grow each year. The New 
Plymouth Gospel Chapel kindly allowed 
the genealogy group an air conditioned 
room within walking distance of the fes-
tival site for those interested in “tracing 
their roots” to sit and talk. Other informa-
tive talks featured speakers who shared 
information on different aspects of our his-
tory and culture. 

Each year the committee adds something 
new to the onsite entertainment as well as 
continuing the crowd favorites. This year 
a gospel concert featuring the New Direc-
tion Band was added to the Saturday af-
ternoon schedule. A conch blowing contest 
was very popular and the conch cracking 
contest had the women competing for the 
top spot! 

One of the most popular events is the 
marching band and after five years of hav-
ing the very popular Royal Bahamas Po-
lice Force Band, the committee decided to 
bring the Royal Bahamas Defense Force 
Band for a performance. The committee 
now faces a dilemma – how can they bring 
both marching bands for 2010? 

A festival that celebrates Bahamian 
culture would not be complete without a 
performance by Kirkland Bodie aka KB, 
whose songs tell the story of our culture 
and make us laugh at “we-sef”! The per-
formances by KB and Therez Hepburn 
along with the Royal Bahamas Defense 
Force Dance Band on Saturday night had 
the crowd requesting a repeat performance 

in 2010!
One feature of the festival that receives 

little media attention is the thanksgiving 
service on the Sunday morning following 
the festival. Each year the churches in the 
community come together at the festival 
site to give God thanks for all his blessings 
and for allowing us to share our blessings 
with others. Each church participates with 
a hymn, prayer or a message. A collection 
is received at the end of the service and 
is donated to a worthy cause. This year it 
was donated to the Abaco Cancer Society. 
The service is an appropriate way to end 
the weekend by giving thanks to God who 
makes all things possible.

The Island Roots Heritage Festival com-
mittee is a group of dedicated women who 
spend endless hours planning and organiz-
ing the fund raisers as well as the festival. 
There are many people who help the com-
mittee and to list names would risk leaving 
someone out. The group of men who are 
always there when the committee needs 
“man power” for the “heavy jobs,” the 
persons who travel to GTC each year and 
volunteer their time to help at the festival, 

the police officers whose presence brings 
security to the site, those who donate their 
equipment, the prizes for the raffle, the  
talent to entertain the crowd, advertise in 
the commemorative booklet, provide trans-
portation for the entertainers or help in any 
way, the committee salutes you! The com-
mittee encourages everyone to have a rest 
this summer and then get prepared for a 
pirate themed festival in 2010.  

Community is grieving
It seems that every week we hear of the 

passing of someone from an Abaco com-
munity and Green Turtle Cay has also lost 
loved ones. Mr. Noel Roberts passed away 
at his home on April 26th. He was 91 years 
old. For many years he and his wife Ivy 
worked together at the Albert Lowe Muse-
um. Being one of the oldest residents in the 
community, he was able to give first hand 
information about the history of GTC to 
museum guests. Mr. Noel was a long time 
member of the Miracle Church of God 
where he played his guitar at the services. 

Raenell Lowe
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Hassle Free
Economical
& Comfortable
Transportation

CLUB CAR  |  CARRYALL  |  STIHL  |  STONE  |  PORTER CABLE  |  DEWALT  |  TORO  |  BRIGGS & STRATTON  |  GENERAC  |  TRADEWINDS

GOLF CARTS & UTILITY VEHICLES
LAWN & CONSTRUCTION TOOLS
PORTABLE & STAND-BY POWER

Jet EuroX 100cc

THE BEST GOLF CARTS
for the Island of Abaco

Our exclusive aluminum 
frame is up to three 
times stronger than 
comparable steel frames. 
Plus, unlike competitors’ 
frames, it’s rustproof and 
corrosion resistant for 
maximum durability.
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THE THEFT OF ELECTRICITY
IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE

PUNISHABLE BY
TWO YEARS IN JAIL AND/OR

A $2,000 FINE 

“The POWER to
report and
eradicate 
this crime 

lies with YOU”
Please report all suspected cases of meter tampering and

electricity theft to the Bahamas Electricity Corporation.
Anonymous calls are welcome. Confi dentiality is guaranteed.

Please call us at 367-2727  or  367-2740

distance between the mangrove and the 
reefs won the competition. Each participat-
ing school on Abaco was allowed to have 
two students assist researchers with catch-
ing the fish and surgically implanting tags.

Hope Town Primary’s prize for having 
the winning fish will be a laptop computer 
that the school is wanting. For finishing 
second, J.A. Pinder Primary School won 
an overhead projector. Third place winner, 
Cherokee Primary School, won a DVD 
player with its entry, Fishy. Meanwhile, 
Man-O-War School won the most creative-
ly named fish competition by naming its 
gray snapper, Miles, who was so named 
because he would swim miles.

The contest and prizes are Friends’ way 
of generating student interest in fish habi-
tats. “What we are trying to show them 
is the connectivity of habitats,” explained 
Suzanne Hurley, an FIU marine biology 
major who is part of the research team that 
assisted in Race to the Reef. In order to 
keep the students’ interest as the fish swam 
toward the reefs, the researchers created 
blogs where students could regularly track 
the progress of their fish.

Ms. Hurley said the reception she re-
ceived and overall enthusiasm during the 
follow-up visits to the schools showed that 
the Friends organization and her research 
team, which is led by Dr. Craig Layman, 
had been successful with the outreach ef-
forts. She said, “They were so excited 
when we went to do follow-ups.” Ms. 
Hurley said the long-term goal of her team 
was to teach the students the importance of 
conserving coastal areas.

The competition was co-sponsored by 
BREEF. The work of the FIU research 
team is funded by a grant from the Nation-
al Science Foundation.

Race                                        From Page 7

A funeral service was held at the Miracle 
Church of God on April 28th. Mr. Noel is 
survived by his wife Ivy, his daughters and 
their families, his sister Minnie, the entire 
Church of God family and other relatives 
and friends.

A memorial service was held on April 
18th at the Miracle Church of God for Cur-
tis Cromwell Curry, who died in Florida 
on March 22nd. He was 78 years old. He 
was predeceased by his wife Virginia and 
is survived by his daughter Kathy Metlika 
and son Curtis Curry, Jr. and their fami-
lies, three sisters, three brothers-in-law 
and other relatives and friends. Mr. Cur-
tis was a community minded person and 
helped so many people. He is missed by all 
who knew him.

It is sad to lose a loved one even if they 
have been sick or are very old. It seems no 
amount of time truly prepares a family for 
the loss of a loved one and the only comfort 
is in knowing that they lived a long life and 
saw their children and even grand children 
grow up. The passing of the senior citizens 
was very sad, but not shocking considering 
their ages and medical histories. 

It was the death of Ramona Johnson 
Curry that sent shock waves through our 
community. Ramona was only 37 years old 
and her friends knew of no serious medi-
cal concerns. When the news came around 
noon on April 17th that “Mona” was dead, 
most people were in disbelief. Some rode 
the early ferry with her that same day, oth-
ers talked to her in the clinic where she 
waited in seemingly good health. She died 
at her home as her family watched help-

Cays                                       From Page 11 lessly as the nurse and First Responders 
tried to revive her. 

An autop-
sy revealed 
that she died 
as a result 
of a massive 
heart attack. 
R a m o n a 
was well 
liked and a 
very out go-
ing person, 

whose smile betrayed the mischief she 
could be up to! When Ramona was in a 
room, you knew it. She laughed with her 
entire body. She worked at Bluff House for 
many years and befriended many visitors. 
Ramona loved Junkanoo, “rushed” in ev-
ery parade and passed her passion on to 
her children who will now carry on in her 
memory. 

A funeral service was held for Ramona 
on May 1st at St. Peter’s Anglican Church. 
Ramona is survived by her five children 
Jotario, Renee, Fernando, Ramon and 
Lorenzo; her husband Brent; her parents 
Godfrey Johnson and Martha Johnson; 
brothers and their spouses Brad and Maude 
Cooper, Napoleon and Valerie Johnson, 
Darren Johnson and Warren Johnson; her 
sister Wendy Johnson; mother-in-law Ber-
line Curry; sisters-in-law and brothers-in-
law; nieces; nephews; aunts; uncles; and 
many relatives and friends. It is still hard 
to believe that Ramona is gone and that 
her laughter that echoed across a room has 
been silenced!  

Summer will be active
As the school year ends and summer ap-

proaches there will be many activities and 
events to keep us all busy.

The Green Turtle Club will host a Li-
onfish Derby and Tasting on June 5th and 
6th. It is co-sponsored by Brendal’s Dive 
Shop. Lionfish are popular for aquariums 
but are not native to The Bahamas. They 
were “accidentally” introduced into our 
waters and are voracious predators and an 
invasive species. The aim of the organiz-
ers of the derby is to raise awareness and 
reduce the numbers of the lionfish. The 
lionfish are tasty and safe to eat but have 
highly poisonous spines. Prizes will be 
awarded for capturing the fish. For infor-
mation contact Bobbie Lindsay at bobbie-
lindsay@bellsouth.net or contact the Green 
Turtle Club.

The Green Turtle Club will also host its 
22nd Annual Fishing Tournament June 9th 
– 12th.

The annual Cheeseburger in Paradise 
Party at Fiddle Cay on July 3rd will be 
the first event in the 34th Annual Regatta 
Time In Abaco. The first race in the series 
will be held on July 4th off New Plymouth, 
with an awards party at Settlement Point 
after the race.

 With the economic crisis that has af-
fected so many people around the world, 
we must be grateful that these events are 
organized and are attracting visitors to our 
islands. We look forward to a safe, fun 
filled and successful summer!

More News of the Cays 

Ramona Johnson
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Two Abaco Schools Par-
ticipate in MUNS Debate 

By Samantha V. Evans
Two groups of students from Abaco 

were fortunate to attend the Model United 
Nations Sessions on April 27 held in Nas-
sau. The students were from St. Francis 
de Sales and S.C. Bootle High School and 
were in grades 10, 11 or 12. The students 
were given a United Nations country to 
represent at the group discussion sessions. 
To represent the country well, they had to 
research it and have good working knowl-
edge and function of the UN and negotia-
tions among UN countries. The students 
worked hard to prepare for these sessions 
which gave them great exposure to the op-
erations of the UN. The students received 
good feedback from the judges on what 
they did and how they can improve. Some 
of the topics discussed were global warm-
ing and the disadvantages of negotiations 
for small states in an international forum.  

Team leaders Cecil Simon of St. Fran-
cis and Cynthia James of S.C. Bootle were 
grateful for the opportunity for the students 
to participate. Mr. Simon believes that the 
program marginalizes the Family Island 
students. He would like to see the Rotary 
Club and its affiliates ensure that the com-
petition is fair to all students. However, 
he believes that the simulation program 
was excellent for the students. Ms. James 
was disappointed that the students from 
the Family Islands were unable to attend 
the workshop held prior to the sessions 
in Nassau that assisted 
the students with their 
preparations. How-
ever, she has asked to 
have it recorded so that 
next year they can at-
tend. She plans to begin 
preparing her students 
early so that they can 
have a better chance to 
win. She noted that the 
schools that placed in 
the top three have par-
ticipated three or more 
times before they were 
successful at claiming 
a prize. Even though it 
is their desire to bring 
back the winning tro-
phy, the students need 
to be exposed to what 
is going on in the rest 

of The Bahamas and the world so for that 
she is grateful. 

Ms. James further noted that her stu-
dents were not as prepared as they could 
have been; and they became intimidated 
by students from the city. She stated that 
more needs to be done locally to expose the 
students to competitions such as MUNS so 
that the students will build their confidence, 
realizing that they are just as good (or even 
better) than those students in the city. Both 
team leaders agree that the students were 
exposed to team work and motivating pre-
sentations that enhanced and helped de-
velop their critical thinking skills, oratory, 
negotiating and communication skills. As 
advisors, they assisted and guided the stu-
dents in research activities and the overall 
preparation for their deliberations. 

The students who represented St. Fran-
cis were Candice Collins, Joy Archer and 
Oliceia Simon. The students who repre-
sented S.C. Bootle were Elaine Fenelus, 
Erakesha Hield, Felicia Romer and Tim-
mesha Russell. MUNS was co-sponsored 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.        

Outstanding Challenge 
 Students Receive Awards 
Central Abaco Primary School has 

become known for its outstanding read-
ing challenge programs that the students 
as well as parents look forward to every 
year. In March the lower primary school 
challenge was launched and the awards 
ceremony held on May 5th at the school. 
The theme for this challenge was Fairy-

tales Teach Valuable Life Lessons. The 
program was lead by Mrs. Neulessa Ma-
jor, assistant coordinator of this challenge. 
Over 70 students from grades one to three 
entered this challenge all of whom received 
certificates of participation. However, only 
the top ten students received gift bags and 
special prizes. The winner, Estanly Tous-
saint, grade 2, received a Hooked on Pho-
nics Deluxe Kit donated by the committee. 

The second place winner was Henrin-
ique Theagene, grade 2 and in third place 
was Vladimy Jean, grade 2

The person spearheading this committee 
was Samantha V. Evans, who started this 
challenge last school year with the assis-
tance of Neulessa Major and Kayla Wal-
lace. Helping with the challenge this year 
was Kayla Hamilton.  

Central Abaco Primary’s 
grade six holds 

It’s Academic program 
By Samantha V. Evans

On April 24 the grade six students of 
Central Abaco Primary School partici-
pated in the annual Its Academic compe-
tition organized by the grade six teachers 
and sponsored by First Caribbean Bank, 
Abaco Branch. Four teams were in this 
competition representative of the school 
sports houses: Marlin, Grouper, Flamingo 
and Yellow Elder. Each team had a captain 
and four members. The competition was 
fierce as the students were asked questions 
in mathematics, general knowledge, sci-
ence and social studies. The competition 
was held at the school and thanks to the 

School News 
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Candice Collins, Joy Archer and Oliceia Simon debated in the 
Model United Nationn Sessions in Nassau. They are shown 
with their coach Cecil Simon, who worked with them prior to 
the debate to learn about their topics and the fundamentals of 
debating. They found it to be a valuable experience.

The students of Central Abaco Primary were excited with this year’s It’s Academic pro-
gram. Four teams competed to test their knowledge of mathematics, general knowledge, 
science and social studies. First Caribbean Bank sponsored the event and assisted in 
holding it.  

Fruit Trees for
Father’s Day

A gift with good taste

Fig
Tea
Jujube
Guava
Grape
Mango
Avocado

Loquat
Cherry

Allspice
Cinnamon
Blackberry

Black Sapote
& Many More

JUNE SPECIAL
15% OFF All 

Lawn and 
Garden Tools

Guava

Mango

Avocado

Loquat

Ph. 367-2674
Hours: Mon - Friday 8 am - 4 pm   •   Saturday 9 am - 3 pm
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www.landandsearealty.com   •   Telephone 242-367-4962 
E-mail: lesliepinder@hotmail.com or leslie@landandsearealty.com

If We Don’t Have It, We Will Find It!

P O Box AB 21027
Marsh Harbour
Abaco, Bahamas
Ph. 242-367-4962
www.landandsearealty.com
E-mail: lesliepinder@hotmail.com
or leslie@landandsearealty.com Leslie Pinder

For all your rental needs 
call Kim Sawyer 367-2655 / 367-3755

HIGH ROCK - 3 bed / 3 bath home, fantastic views 
of Marsh Harbour, Hope Town and Lub-ber’s Quarters, 2 car 
carport, central air, beautifully landscaped lot, Exclusive 1.08 
acres, 50 ft. above sea level
CALL for INFO - EXCLUSIVE

PELICAN SHORES - Elevated 
Lot on the Harbour. Great views 
Call for Info EXCLUSIVE

HIGH ROCK - 3 bed / 2 bath home, 
furnished, central air, 2,000 sq. ft.  
EXCLUSIVE $750,000
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employees of the bank for assisting with 
the preparation of the students and Ms. Iris 
Henchell, bank manager, for her gracious 
donation that went towards the purchase of 
T-shirts, the event was a huge success. The 
winning team was Marlin with a total of 
360 points, Grouper was second with 340 
points, and there was a tie for third place 
with both Flamingo and Yellow Elder 
earning 310 points. The students from the 
winning team were Kavantia Reckley, An-
jalique Bastian, Nathan Darville, Shavante 
Simms and Matnisha Louis. Also pictured 
are the representatives of First Caribbean 
Bank and the teachers of grade six. 

Agape Hosts First Dinner 
and Theatre Production 

By Samantha V. Evans
On the evening of May 7th the drama 

and cooking departments of Agape Chris-
tian School hosted Abaco’s first dinner 
and theatre production entitled: Meet Me 
at Lugi’s. The event was held in Grace 
Gym which was transformed into an Ital-
ian restaurant including a hostess. This 
production was the joint effort of Court-
nee Romer, Meghan Bryson and Carmen 
Roberts. The students were very excited 
about this production and according to the 
principal traveled from Green Turtle Cay 
and Treasure Cay for practice. The pro-
duction was Christian based which made it 
appealing to children and adults. It mixed 
theatrics with humor, mystery and a little 
suspense. The audience were served one 
course of their meal after each scene. They 
enjoyed an Italian meal consisting of a Cae-
sar salad, spaghetti and meat balls, garlic 
bread, drinks, and dessert. The event was 
to raise funds for the school.

Agape hosts service 
by Social Services

By Mirella Santillo
On May 15th the Department of Social 

Services organized a church service held at 
the Marsh Harbour Gospel Chapel to cel-
ebrate Child Protection Month. Officials 
from the Department of Education were in-

More  School News 

vited and Mrs Lenora Black, Abaco’s edu-
cation superintendent was the guest speak-
er. Pastors from several churches were 
present. Students from nine schools took 
part in the ceremony. A student from Long 
Bay school, Chanae Curry, did a great job 
as MC, orchestrating the function, present-
ing each speaker and commenting on each 
performance.

The service was a get together to give a 
chance for the adults to communicate their 
love and their caring to the children, re-
enforcing their self-esteem and their feel-
ing of being needed and for the students to 
express their concerns through songs and 
readings.

Mrs. Black assured them that they were 
of great value. “We are here today be-
cause we believe that each of you is full 
of potential,” she stated. “Let us protect 
our children together,” she advocated. In 
a brief statement, she communicated four 
important points.

• Children have an unalienable right to 
be protected.

• In them dwell the dreams, hopes and 
aspirations of the people.

•  They are valued not only in the sight 
of man but in the sight of God.

• In them lie the hopes of a great future 
and the responsibility for passing on moral 
values to the next generations.

Kadisha Canton of Central Abaco Pri-
mary School overcame her shyness when 
called on stage to read a quote from Prov-
erbs. Three schools, Smith Memorial, 
Long Bay and St. Francis de Sales, enter-
tained the audience with their singing be-
fore the address by Pastor Earlin Baillou.

Pastor Baillou, who is a member of the 
Juvenile Panel, spoke directly to the chil-
dren, reminding them that the Department 
of Social Services is there to help them. 
Utilize their services and voice your con-
cerns, he insisted. “Social workers can 
find solutions to the situations you may 
face. ‘Help’ is a word you should not be 
afraid to use.”

Cyber Learning Center did a beautiful 
interpretation of “I like to teach the world 
to sing” and two ECC students took the 
stage. Valencia Duvra read a poem and 

Karen Swain brought tears to people’s eyes 
by her heart felt definition of a “special 
child.”

Mrs. Cecile Albury, Principal of Agape 
Christian School, hosted  the function and 
invited everyone to partake of a light lunch.

Primary Students Excel at 
Track and Field Meet 

By Samantha V. Evans
Over the period of May 20-22 17 track 

and field students from Central Abaco Pri-
mary School along with their chaperones 
attended the National Track and Field 
Sports Meet in Nassau. The Soaring Ea-
gles Team comprises 34 students but due to 
financial restraints, the coaches were able 
to take only half of the team. According 
coach Jeffrey Victor, the team performed 
extremely well and the top two athletes 
were John Pierre and Ricardo Fawkes, 
who won gold medals in the 200 and 800 
meters which are their specialty events. 

Coach Victor stated that it is at track meets 
like this one that world famous athlete 
Debbie Ferguson got her start so he sees 
this meet as an excellent training ground 
for young aspiring athletes. Additionally, 
they got an excellent opportunity to shine 
and be exposed.  

The rest of the team members and the 
awards they won are as follows: Dremika 
McIntosh – 1st place 100 meter heat; Di-
ana Noe – silver medal in the ball throw; 
Dalisha Gerve – bronze medal in the ball 
throw; Domynuque Miller – silver medal 
in the long jump; Eurose Laurand – 2nd 
place ribbon in 400 meters; Rayjanique 
McKenzie – 1st place ribbon in the 400 
meter heats; Robert Russell – 1st place 
ribbons in the 400 meters and 75 meters; 
Desmondo Bootle – 2nd place ribbon in 

Please see School                          Page 18

The Department of Social Services held a special service to help the students know that 
they are important. Nine schools sent students to the host church, Marsh Harbour Gospel 
Chapel and each school took part in the service.   
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Congratulations, “Our Boy”
Sujith Swarna

For winning a scholarship for the 

Bahamas Primary School
Student of the Year 2009

We love you and are very proud of you. May God 

Sujith’s sixth grade class
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BAOF
BAHAMIAN ASSOCIATION 

OF FISHERMEN
We formed ourselves and were successful in supporting the abolishment of 

longlining in the Bahamas and implementing a “banned season” during spawning 
months for our beloved Nassau Grouper to ensure its survival.

Now, we are expanding our goals to stop the foreign charter boat operations 
and their captains, stop poaching, and further protect our Bahamian fishing grounds 
and marine resources for future Bahamian generations. 

MARINE RESOURCES ARE
 BEING DEPLETED FAST!

Please join us, become a member and voice your ideas. All are welcome – 
commercial fishermen, weekend fishermen, professionals and concerned citizens.

As a united group from all of Abaco and anticipating further expansion to in-
clude all the Bahama Islands,

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND 
ACCOMPLISH OUR GOALS!

For futher info or to join our organization, 
please call: 366-0266 or 366-3143

the 400 meter heat; John Mathieu – 2nd 
place ribbon in the 400 meter heat; and 
Isaac Russell – 2nd place ribbon in the 200 
meters and 1st place ribbon in the 100 me-
ter heat.

An Evening of Comedy at 
Forest Heights Academy
On the evening of April 30 a full house 

of friends and family enjoyed An Evening 
of Comedy presented by the Forest Heights 
Drama Club. With nearly 30 members in the 
club this year, it was necessary to put on three 
one-act plays in order to showcase the veteran 
actors and to give the younger ones a chance 
to experience the excitement of the stage.

The evening began with Picnic Peace 
telling the story of how the warring red and 
black ants found peace. The young actors 
brought personality to the world of insects 
as Commander Red Ant (Rebecca Stra-
chan) led her army (Rocky Thompson and 
Jonathan Strachan) against General Black 
Ant (Megan Gates) and her ants (Dashane 
Knowles, and Taryn Carroll). The peace 
was accomplished through the friendship 
of Annette Ant (Abigail Albury) and Andy 
Ant (Jonathan Maycock) as all of the ants 
joined forces to defend themselves against 

More  School News 

Please see School                         Page 19

School                                  From Page 16 the predator, Spike the Spider (Haley 
Thomas). As you might imagine, the insect 
costumes and “giant” set, designed by Di-
rectors Lori Thompson and Alana Carroll, 
added to the fun.

The second play Diane’s Dream Date 
had a lesson to be learned that we must all 
be true to ourselves as Diane (Nicole Mal-
tarp) found herself on a blind date with Bo 
Maxwell, (Denton Sawyer) a music sensa-
tion, set up by her old friend Lisa (Annie 
Sawyer). After a daydream, Diane decides 
she must change from her pink dress and 
pearls into a black makeshift “trendy” out-
fit. Ironically, Bo has been looking for a 
sweet girl in pink. True to form, Diane’s 
mother (Kirstie Albury) does not hold back 
her opinion as she tries to mend the mess. 
There were many charming moments in the 
play and Lisa’s date Steve (Perry Thom-
as) never missed a chance to grab one of 
mom’s homemade cookies. Of course, in 
the end the girl did indeed win the boy by 
simply being herself.

After an intermission provided by the 
PTA, the audience took their seats for a 
good old Prince and Princess fairy tale 
in Picture Perfect. The story begins with 
Prince Egbert of Syrolia (Taj Anderson) 
looking for a bride as he proposes to Prin-
cess Felicity (Faneisha Archer). These 

plans are quickly foiled by Queen Justina 
(Amy Mackey) when she tells henpecked 
Egbert that he is betrothed to Princess 
Serena of Franistan (Aly Boyce). Egbert 
is dismayed until Queen Justina appeases 
him by sending an artist, Hans Van Rem-
bark, (James Albury) to Franistan to paint 
the Princess’s portrait. Hans is lovingly 
supported by his quirky Aunt Nan, an 
old sorcerer, (Jennison Enriquez) as she 
sends him off on his journey. When he ar-
rives, he meets Princess Serena, her sister 
Princess Wanda Mae (Allie Phillpot) and 
Queen Filomena (Stephanie Sweeting). 
After several twists and turns and many 
laughs, Hans and the Princess fall in love, 
so they decide to sabotage the portrait. The 
final scene brings all together as Queen 
Justina and Egbert come to challenge the 
portrait. Egbert, however, is infatuated 
with Princess Wanda Mae and both King-
doms are united. The costumes, setting and 
backdrops were once again a wonderful 
addition, and the audience joined the cast 

in many laughs.
Behind the scenes all three sets were 

smoothly transitioned and lit by the back-
stage directors of Giovanni Coakley, 
Tristan Albury and Perry Thomas. Allie 
Bethel also helped in the designing of the 
sets. Sound directors, Zack Roberts and 
Duran Lowe, controlled the music as well 
as the microphones completing the eve-
ning’s atmosphere.

Directors, Leslie Kennedy, Alana Car-
roll and Lori Thompson have worked to-
gether with the students every Tuesday 
after school since September. They were 
very proud of the way all these students, 
cast and crew pooled their talents and ef-
fort to produce this successful event..

Teacher Appreciation 
Week Celebrated 
By Samantha V. Evans

The month of May has always been set 

Part of the track team of Central Abaco Primary School competed in the national track 
and field competition in Nassau. Several of the students returned home with medals and 
even more returned with ribbons. Their track coach, Jeffery Victor, is shown with them.

The casts of three one-act plays performed by students of Forest Heights Academy showed 
that the school has plenty of talent to entertain their fellow students and families. The 
evening was a culmination of many months of work and practice.  



May  15, 2009        The Abaconian        Section B     Page 19

Primary Location: Great Abaco and the Cays 

Primary Responsibilities: Enforce the rules and regulations within 
the national parks of Abaco.  

Duties:
1. Enforce the rules and regulations to protect natural resources and 

ensure the well being of visitors in the national parks of Abaco
2. Assist with scientific research programmes within the parks

Required Skills:
• Associates degree or high school diploma
• Experience handling boats

Primary Responsibilities: Provide daily support of the Exuma Park 
Office to ensure its smooth operation. 

Duties:
• Managing and administering mooring reservations
• Daily cash control and balancing
• Management and scheduling of volunteers
• Management of shop inventory

Required Skills
• Familiarity with yachting/boating operations
• Familiarity with VHF radio operation and protocols

Primary Responsibilities: Provide day to day and long term man-
agement of Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park and enforce the rules 
and regulations within the parks. 

Duties:
1. Is responsible for overall supervision and oversight of all activi-

ties that occur in the Park.
2. Assist with fund raising and public relations activities in the Park
3. Supervise park staff and volunteers
4. Provide support to the Royal Bahamas Police and Defence Force 

with enforcement of immigration, illegal drug interdiction and 
domestic disturbances in the Park.

The Bahamas National Trust
Employment Opportunities

To apply: provide a cover letter, resume, three references to Bahamas National Trust,
P.O. Box N-4105 Nassau, or bnt@bnt.bs by June 4, 2009. 

For further information call: 367-6310 or 225-4479

Join the Leading Environmental Conservation Organization in The Bahamas 

ABACO Deputy Park Warden EXUMA Offi ce Manager

EXUMA  Park Administrator
Required Skills:
• Advanced degree in environmental science, administration, or 

management required.
• 5+ years of progressive experience including extensive supervi-

sion and general management experience.
• Ability to troubleshoot problems with boat engines and genera-

tors an advantage
• Advanced computer skills including all MS Office applications.

More  School News 
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aside to honor teachers for their dedication 
and commitment to the educational system. 
Schools across Abaco selected a week dur-
ing this month to allow parents to show 
their appreciation to their child’s teacher. 
Some schools in the North like Treasure 

Cay Primary and St. Francis in Central 
Abaco treated their teachers to lunch while 
some schools like Central Abaco Primary 
School had an entire week of activities 
planned for their teachers. The teachers of 
Treasure Cay Primary School were treated 
to lunch by one of the community stake-
holders while St. Francis was treated to 

ABACO FREIGHT
COURIER SERVICES

Destination Abaco
2532 Old Okeechobee Rd Suite 11
West Palm Beach, Florida 33409

www.abacofreight.com
Phone: 561-689-1010     •     Fax: 561-689-9454

Doug Wiseman, MGRM 
doug@abacofreight.com

Nick Mazzeo    
Operations Manager
nick@abacofreight.com

Ocean Air
Sid’s Food Store

Groceries . Toiletries . Souvenirs
Serving New plymouth and the entire

Green Turtle Cay Area
 . Fresh Fruits & Vegetables   
 . Frozen Meat . Dry and Canned Goods          . Homemade Breads

WIDE SELECTION 
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Located Near Town Dock, New Plymouth, 
Green Turtle Cay

Tel: (242) 365-4055

The teachers of Central Abaco Primary School were treated to a luncheon at the Angli-
can Hall where they also received gifts. 

lunch by the PTA Board.  
Before the week of celebrations and rec-

ognitions began at Central Abaco Primary, 
the senior master, Leroy Thompson, who 
was in charge of the activities to honor 
teachers had them exchange gifts at the staff 
luncheon. The grade six students taught 
class as an honor during the afternoon ses-
sion while the teachers supervised. It was a 
great activity as both teachers and students 
enjoyed the day. Friday was the talent and 
fashion show day as students wore their 
best attire and modeled for the school. On 
the final day the teachers were treated to 
a luncheon at the Anglican Parish Hall in 
Marsh Harbour. At the luncheon the teach-
ers received gifts and had an opportunity to 
win prizes and surprises.

Answer to puzzle on page 21

Support the 
Cancer Society 

Donate Used Items 
to Be Sold in 

Their Thrift Shop   
Call 367-3744 for info
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Special Thanks to All Who Helped 

Sometime after 3 pm on Monday, 13th April 2009, while at home enjoying a 
visit with my daughter Kathleen and her family, I experienced a burning sensation 
in my chest area. Although the sensation was short lived, I agreed to the suggestion 
by my wife to visit the doctor. It was shortly before 4 pm the same afternoon when 
I was diagnosed as “having a heart attack”. The attending physician and his assistant 
promptly made the necessary arrangements for my transfer from Corbett Medical 
Clinic in Treasure Cay to Doctors Hospital in Nassau. Special and sincere thanks 
to the Treasure Cay Emergency Services for their prompt actions which obviously 
contributed to my speedy recovery. Dr. Shedd, Patty, Colin, Mickey and Sean, I am 
always indebted to you.

At Doctors Hospital, a team from The Heart Center headed by Dr. Francis Bimal 
explained to me after some preliminary examinations, the condition of my heart and 
the procedures which would follow. Those procedures commenced before 10 pm 
the same day, 13th April, and very shortly after 11 pm I was resting comfortably in 
ICU. To Dr. Francis and his team I say thanks for everything you did that evening 
and for the subsequent daily visits and words of encouragement.

The nurses in ICU, indeed all the nurses on the third floor of the hospital, were 
great, and to them all I say thank you. Nurses Gwen, Stella, Brown and Butler are 
the few names I now remember; however, there is one who was a bit surprised to 
find that Mr. Riviere was not a French Canadian. I say again “Thank You” to the 
entire 3rd floor nurses.

There were those who administered medications, and from the lab there was 
Mrs. Major and her team who woke me at odd hours to draw blood. My thanks to 
you all for making those exercises as comfortable as you possibly could.

Most persons are aware of the fact that I have resided on Abaco a while; how-
ever, I did not realize how many people on Abaco knew who I am.

I am humbled at the overwhelming outpouring of concern which came from na-
tives and residents in Abaco - and elsewhere. Friends and clients called from the 
USA, Canada and The Caribbean, and to them I also express my sincere apprecia-
tion for the concern about me and my condition. And there were my Church Fam-
ily here in Abaco and in New Providence together with congregations everywhere 
which offered prayers for me. To those individuals who “put in overtime” on their 
knees - and I believe there were many - I say thank you.

Thanks also to the members of The Abaco Rotary Club, all the guys at the Trea-
sure Cay Golf Club, The Directors of Abaco Chamber of Commerce, members of 
the Bahamas Association of Land Surveys, some of whom visited with me in hospital 
and everyone everywhere who thought of me during the short period in hospital.

My immediate family, some of whom took time away from work, against my 
wishes, to be with me in hospital, were unbelievably wonderful. By observing their 
countenances, I had the feeling they were in great pain. I know for sure that it was 
their concern showing up in their faces. To those who spent their lunch hours and 
their after work hours with me, I am grateful and I love you all - very much.

In and through the period of recovery when the phone calls kept coming by the 
scores, and there were demonstrations of love and concern for me, I have had a 
recurring question: What have I done to deserve so much attention? The question 
remains unanswered - still.

Thanks again to every one. 

   Sincerely,
   St. George Riviere

Margo Lowe
daughter of 

Mark and Carol Jean Lowe
of Green Turtle Cay on 

finishing her first year at 
Elon University 

in North Carolina. 
Margo is studying pre-med and 

maintaining an outstanding average overall.

Love, Your Family

Congratulations

Located in the Abaco Shopping Center, Marsh Harbour
Tel: (242) 3673-202  Fax: (242) 367-3201

eMail: abacoprint@batelnet.bs

Backpacks
Calculators

Clocks
Computer Bags /

Portfolios
Coolers - Ice

Desk Accessories
Drinkware

Executive Toys

Key Holders
Mp3 / Radios
Note Holders

Stress Relievers
Technology

Tools
Totes / Duffels

Travel / Leisure
Writing Instruments 

Promote your business - Why & How?
Attract new customers  Increase repeat business
Inspire customer loyalty  Improve client relations

Reactivate old accounts Build an image

Police raid three 
internet cafes 

By Raymond Kongwa
Three teams of officers from the Abaco 

police district raided three Marsh Harbour 
internet cafés suspected of operating illegal 
lotteries on May 14. The officers arrested 
15 people and seized computers and ma-
chines suspected of being used for the lot-
teries. They also seized more than $6,000 
in cash that is believed to be proceeds of 
the alleged lotteries. The raids were con-
ducted simultaneously at Web Café and 
Chances on Don MacKay Boulevard and at 
One Web on Crockett Drive. 

According to police reports, everyone 
arrested in the three raids initially pleaded 
not guilty to charges of operating illegal 
lotteries or being on the premises for the 
purposes of illegal lottery. However, two 
of the people charged later changed their 
pleas to guilty and received complete dis-
charges after presenting evidence that they 
had been at the internet cafes to use the 

internet and not to participate in lotteries.  
The Marsh Harbour raids came several 

weeks after police conducted similar raids 
on New Providence and Grand Bahama. 

Illegal lottery raids have become less 
frequent in recent years as operators have 
turned to using the internet to book bets 
as opposed to using a manual system. “A 
lot of people feel as if it’s not an offense,” 
said Supt. Sean Smith, Abaco’s command-
ing officer. “But as long as it’s on the 
books, we have to enforce the law.” 

Supt. Smith said the Marsh Harbour 
raids were part of an ongoing operation 
that would target businesses suspected of 
conducting illegal lotteries throughout Ab-
aco.

Man was shot by police
By Raymond Kongwa

A Marsh Harbour police officer shot 
a man in Murphy Town while respond-
ing to a disturbance after 8 p.m. on May 
16. Bruce Martin was initially treated at 
the Marsh Harbour government clinic af-
ter being struck “about his body.” He was 

later flown to New Providence where he 
underwent surgery at the Princess Marga-
ret Hospital. 

Police have launched an investigation 
into the shooting. The investigation is be-
ing led by officers of the Central Detective 
Unit on New Providence.

Supt. Smith, Abaco’s police command-
er, declined to comment on the number 
of rounds fired during the shooting or the 
number of times Mr. Martin was shot. 
He said officers investigating the shooting 
would determine the details. No charges 
had been made in connection with the 
shooting up to press time. However, Supt. 
Smith said charges could be made “against 
whomever” based on the outcome of the 
investigation.

Police have denied reports that Mr. 
Martin was shot in his back but have de-
clined to comment on the exact point at 
which he was hit.

Two were injured
By Raymond Kongwa

A man has been charged with causing 
grievous harm and assault with a deadly 
weapon after he allegedly used his pick-up 
truck to mow down two men near a popu-
lar Murphy Town nightclub. Police say he 
used his Ford F150 to run over the men 
around midnight on May 15 near the park-
ing lot of Tardy’s Restaurant and Bar. Both 

men were treated initially at the Marsh 
Harbour government clinic and were later 
flown to New Providence where they re-
ceived additional medical treatment. 

The man arrested by police in this in-
cident pleaded not guilty to the charges 
during his arraignment in the Magistrate’s 
Court. He had been placed under arrest, 
but was released after being granted bail.

Police Crime Report

ISLAND BREEZES MOTEL 
is pleased to announce the promotion of 
Shameka Leary to the position of Man-
ager effective April 1, 2009.

Shameka has been with the Company 
for over 7 years and has gained exten-
sive experience in reservations, admin-
istration, housekeeping and day to day 
operations.

We wish her continued success in her 
new role at Island Breezes.

Shameka Leary

Diamante Dental Clinic
Dr. J. Denise Archer , D.D.S.

Garnett Archer Mem. Bldg., Suite #6
Queen Elizabeth Drive 

Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
Website:  www.diamantedental.com

Tel: 242-367-4968 
Fax: 242-367-0725

Email:dentalspecialistabaco@yahoo.com

• Dr. J. Denise Archer 

• Dr. Christopher Varga
Mondays - Saturdays

• Dr. S. André Rollins 
Orthodontics (Braces)

Call 242-328-5000 
for June date

WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE
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Minimum for 3 lines in one issue $10
Picture and 4 lines $25
Additional lines at $2 per line
Display classifi ed $18 per column inch
We can take the photo within the Marsh 
Harbour area or use your photo.
Call 242-367-2677 Fax 242-367-3677

Houses and Land - For Rent and For Sale 
Classifi ed Advertisements

  

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

Great Cistern 1 bedroom cottage. Sea of Abaco 
views and beach access. Suits single or couple. 
$1,200 per month (includes water and electric-
ity) Call 367-4569 or 359-6442

Guana Cay harbour view apt, fully equipped, 
2/1, full kitchen, TV, VCR. $900 weekly. 
Available monthly. Call 904-982-2762

Hope Town Specialist. A collection of upscale 
homes with pools, private docks, etc., ideal for 
special occasions, reunions, honeymoons.  Hope 
Town Hideaways 242-366-0224 or 
hopetown.com

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

Bahama Palm Shores Lot, $126K, Ocean 
front. Build your dream home. Claudia 786-
412-2000 claudiagarzon2000@yahoo.com

Elbow Cay’s Best Houses and Land, rentals 
and sales, Hope Town Hideaways. Call 242-
366-0224 or fax 242-366-0434. On the internet 
at www.hopetown.com 

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY FOR RENT

Marsh  Harbour Sky Developers 2 bed/ 1 
bath, furnished, wtih A/C, with washer and 
drier, water included. $1350/ mo. Call Mrs. 
Green at 367-2660 

Marsh Harbour, large 1500 sq. ft. harbour 
view 2 story townhouse, 2 bed/2½ bath, op-
posite Abaco Beach Resort, long/ short term. 
$2000 Call 376-2252, 426-5258 or 362-1021

Marsh Harbour Eastern Shores.  sea to sea, 
3 bed/ 3 bath, central A/C, dock with boat lift. 
All amenities for long/ short term rental. Ph. 
367-0124 or 475-1279

Murphy Town 2 bed/ 1 bath, fully furnished, 
central A/C, washer & dryer. Available Aug. 1. 
$800 mo. Contact 367-3977/ 475-0112

RENTAL HOUSES
AND  APARTMENTS

Retail/ Office space available for lease at 
Royal Harbour Village. Spacious first floor 
unit and charming second floor space. Avail-
able now. Call 367-3262

Sweeting Village pristine 3 bed/ 2 bath, Hardi 
board, 1700 sq. ft., central air, washer/dryer, 
picket fence, manicured lawn. Built in 2006, lot 
size 9,000 sq. ft. Great neighborhood for kids. 
$275,000 net. Contact Leslie Pinder at 367-0400

Treasure Cay - Pineapple Point Resort. 
Exclusive Luxury Waterfront 2 & 3 bedroom 
condos & 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath 2600 sq ft town-
houses all with deep water docks & garages!  
Perfect location at the entrance to Treasure 
Cay Marina. Prices starting in the low $500’s 
www.pineapplepointresort.com 242-458-3521 
or 1-800-545-0395 Come see us at the end of 
Marina View Dr. Model open M-F 9-4:30 pm 
or by appointment. 

Treasure Cay - A STEAL! Large Galleon Bay 
Drive  canal lot in gated community near beach 
and golf course $245,000. Ph: 678-705-2505 

Treasure Cay beautiful one-bedroom ground 
level condo, marina view, completely redeco-
rated and fully furnished, heated pool, tennis 
courts, new hurricane  shutters. $195,000 705-
295-6141 templeman@nexicom.net

WPB Condo Furnished 2 bed 1 bath; A/C; 
Internet ready. Ideal for student/s. Security on 
grounds. Bus stop at entry. 15 min from PB 
Community College. Short walk to major shop-
ping & restaurants. $90,000. Call 242-365-4636 
days, 242-365-4218 evenings

PROPERTY & HOUSES 
FOR SALE

Elbow Cay large cleared lot by owner at But-
tonwood Bay Sub. Access to community dock/
boat basin; 1 lot away from the Sea of Abaco; 
call 242-366-0266

Guana Cay, Sea of Abaco, 1+ acre with el-
evation, 400+ ft. waterfront. Brokers welcome. 
www.guanawaterfront.com

Leisure Lee, 2 waterfront lots for sale by owner. 
100’ waterfront with boat slips, bulkheads and full 
length docks. Ready to build. $365,000 ea. Will 
finance 375-8777 or 772-288-9941

Marsh Harbour for sale by owner, large 4500 
sq. ft. 2 story harbour view townhouse complex. 
$580,000 gross all units or $200,000 each unit. 
Call 376-2252 or 362-1021

Murphy Town 2 lots and 1 side duplex, 80% com-
plete, cathedral ceiling, ceramic tiles, shatterproof 
windows, Jacuzzi tub. Great deal. $105,000 net. 
Call 458-3912

Scotland Cay Atlantic beach, 3600’ paved 
runway, marina slip available, 125’ beach by 
260’ deep, private island. Call 970-389-0236

Scotland Cay - four bedroom house on the 
beach. $800,000 jimnav@msn.com  651-484-
1046

By Raymond Kongwa
Winners of Friends of the Environ-

ment's annual school science fair will have 
their projects displayed at businesses in 
Marsh Harbour and at the Bahamas Na-
tional Trust headquarters in New Provi-
dence in commemoration of Earth Day. 

“In the past they were displayed at New 
Vision Ministries; but after they were 
packed up, no one would see them again,” 
said outgoing Friends’ Education Offi-
cer Enzil Cooper, explaining the group's 
decision for showcasing the displays. He 
explained that the venues for winning dis-
plays were chosen by lottery so as to en-
sure that none of the winners was given 
preferential treatment in terms of display 
location. 

In the Lower Primary division, first 
place winner, Hope Town School, will 
have its project displayed at Fidelity Fi-
nancial’s office while second place finish-
er, Man-O-War School, will be displayed 

at the office of the competition's main 
sponsor, Colina Imperial Insurance. 

In the Upper Primary division top fin-
isher, Agape Christian School, will have 
its project on display at Royal Bank of 
Canada. Second place winner, Hope Town 
School’s project, will be shown at the Ab-
aco Ministry of Tourism office. 

Forest Heights Academy, winner of the 
Lower High School division competition, 
will be on display at the Department of 
Marine Resources  and second place fin-
isher, Cyber Learning Centre, will be at 
the Department of Education. 

As winner of the Upper High School 
division, Cyber Learning will have its 
project displayed at the Bahamas National 
Trust headquarters in New Providence. 
Meanwhile, first runner up, Abaco Central 
High School will be exhibited at First Ca-
ribbean Bank. 

Earth Day is celebrated on April 22. 
Friends commemorated the day on April 
24. 

Earth Day projects that were exhibited at New Visions Ministries on April 24 are now 
on diplay at various businesses in Marsh Harbour. Shown here is Principal Kelli Janes, 
center, with the display that the Man-O-War School made on exhibit at Colina Impe-
rial Insurance that was a major sponsor of Earth Day. Others in the photo are d’Shan 
Maycock and Enzil Cooper, both with Friends of the Environment, and Oiesha Roberts, 
manager of Colina’s Abaco office. The Man-O-War exhibit came in second at the Lower 
Primary division.

Businesses are displaying 
Earth Day projects

By Raymond Kongwa
Seven residents of Abaco were sworn 

in as new citizens in a ceremony held in 
the Magistrate’s Court in Marsh Harbour 
on May 28. Minister of State for Immi-
gration, the Hon. Branville McCartney 
presided over the ceremony.

Applicants for Bahamian citizenship 
must now know some basic facts and 
symbols of this country and have a com-
mand of the English language before be-
coming citizens, Mr. McCartney stated at 
the ceremony.

Speaking to the new citizens Mr. Mc-
Cartney said, “Let me just say that prior 
to your becoming citizens you met with 
persons to go through certain aspects of 
what it is to be a citizen of The Bahamas, 
what it is to know The Bahamas, what 
it is to feel The Bahamas. That is very 
important because previously there was 
nothing substantial for persons to know 
what it is to be Bahamian. If you quali-
fied, you applied, and the Cabinet made 
the determination,” he said.

Revealing that the new policy had been 
instituted more than a month ago, Mr. 

McCartney noted that The Bahamas does 
not automatically confer citizenship on 
people born in the country. “The grant-
ing of citizenship is therefore a very, very 
serious matter, not only for those of us in 
government, but also for you, our new 
citizens,” he said. “For the government, 
the granting of citizenship represents the 
highest recognition and privilege that a 
government can bestow upon any indi-
vidual.”

The seven newly sworn-in citizens 
were congratulated by Immigration Di-
rector Jack Thompson, who traveled to 
Abaco as part of Mr. McCartney’s con-
tingent, by South Abaco MP Edison Key 
and by Central Abaco Administrator Ce-
phas Cooper.

While here Mr. McCartney chaired the 
first meeting of The Bahamas Immigra-
tion Board held outside Nassau and Free-
port. Administrator Cooper participated 
in the meeting, earning the distinction of 
being the first local government adminis-
trator to ever participate in an Immigra-
tion Board meeting. 

Min. McCartney reveals new re-
quirements for citizenship

Seven new citizens were sworn in on May 28. They are  show here with Minister of 
State for Immigration, the Hon. Min. McCartney, standing center. Others witnessing 
the ceremony included members of the Immigration Board, national and local govern-
ment  officials.  
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Church
If you would like your church 
listed here, call 367-2677

Listing
Dundas Town Church of God

Where Everybody Is Somebody and Jesus Is Lord!

Sunday
Prayer Meeting                     6:00 a.m.
Sunday School                     9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship               11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship                  6:00 p.m.

For Transportation call Rev. Jerry Cornish at 367-2457
or 367-4719 (church) or contact Bro. Val Nesbitt at 367-5565

Bishop Anthony Campbell
242-367-4718 or cell phone 242-457-5565  •  Dtcog@coralwave.com

Jesus              Saves

We exist to:
Reach, Develop, 

Train, Love 
and Send

Weekdays         (Prayer Meeting)
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  5:00 a.m.
Monday Night  7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night F.T.H.  7:00 p.m.
Friday Youth Night  7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday  Family Night

Eastern Abaco Region of

The Methodist Church

St. James 
Methodist
Hope Town

Sunday Services 
9:30 & 11

Mission House 
366-0400

Epworth Chapel
Cherokee Sound
Sunday Services 
11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Mission House

 366-2249

St. Andrews 
Methodist 

Dundas Town
Sunday Services 
11 a.m & 7 p.m.
Offi ce 367-3050
Manse 367-4647

All are welcome to worship with us

Souvenirs • Cuban Cigars • Casual Clothing
 T-Shirts  • Venus Swimwear  • Jewelry  

Children’s Clothing and lots more ...
Located in Simmon’s Plaza next to Snack Shack  

Mon - Sat   •   9 - 5   •   Phone: (242) 367-4822

B’s Sunrise

  

Business Service Directory
Big Cat Equipment
Rentals:  • Backhoe  • Dump Trucks
• D3, D5 & D8 Tractors • Payloaders
• Excavators 

Services: 
• Land clearing 
• Fill, rock, sand, soil
• Trenching Foundations
Tel: 242-367-2655 •  Fax: 242-367-2464
Cell: 242-577-5322 • 242-359-6839

Abaco Island Pharmacy
Prescriptions • Testing 

Beauty Supplies • Vitamins
Ricardo Miller, Pharmacist

Hours 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sundays 9 am - 12 Noon

Ph. 367-2544  
Cell 554-8183

Dove Plaza, Marsh Harb.
Fax 367-6544

islanpharmacy@yahoo.com
www.abacoislandpharmacy.com

Straw Baskets • Shirts • Hats
Casual Wear • Gifts • Souvenirs

Androsia Fabric
Located Don MacKay Blvd. and Airport

Phone 367-2431   •   Marsh Harbour
Mon - Sat 7:30 - 5 • Sun 10 - 5
Visa and MasterCard Accepted

Tropical Souvenirs

Abaco Carpets
Ron Paul Cabinets Plus

opposite Lowe’s Pharmacy
Phone: 367-0541  •  367-0546

• Kitchen Cabinets  •  2” Faux Blinds
• Commercial and Residential Carpets
• Carpet Accessories and Installation

• Laminate Flooring
• Commercial & residential carpets

now in stock 

Abaco A & D Trucking
Call us

Timothy
or Adele

McDonald

Phone 577-0184  •  577-0220
P.O. Box AB 20432, Marsh Harbour, Abaco

  

Ph. 242-366-0530 • VHF Ch 16
Off Season Rates Available 
Call Us for Special Rates

Daily, Weekly or 
Monthly Rentals

Boat Storage 
Outboard Sales & Service

Ph: 242-365-8556  •  VHF Ch. 16
haroldsmarine@batelnet.bs

on the highway south of Treasure Cay

Mike Cornish 
24 Hour Mobile Tire

Servicing the entire Abaco
With dependable service

Office Location: Forest Drive
Cell Phone: 458-0092

By Michelle Mikula
Participants representing Abaco were 

well received by Florida’s oldest city when 
they took over the historic Plaza de la Con-
stitucion in St. Augustine during the Junk-
anoo Island Festival on May 16th.

The festival, which began in 2007, was 
built on the premise of a shared heritage 
between the two communities that dates 
back to 1783 when the loyalists, who resid-
ed in St. Augustine at the time, migrated to 
Abaco. However, more importantly to the 
organizers of this festival was the desire to 
foster a cultural exchange connection that 
would bring together the peoples of Abaco 
and St. Augustine, Florida.  

Traveling from Abaco to the Festival 
were representatives from the Ministry of 
Tourism; committee members, George and 
Genova Wilmore; Junkanoo participants; 
cooks; musicians and craft vendors. Also 
in the Abaco delegation was Agape Chris-
tian Academy’s 12th grade student, Perece 
Moss. Perece was selected as the first stu-
dent from Abaco to benefit from the fes-
tival’s four year scholarship programme 
which provides the financial support for 

her attendance at Flagler College in St. 
Augustine commencing the fall semester 
2009. 

The Junkanoo Island Festival featured 
a vibrant Junkanoo parade for the huge 
crowd of spectators, which surely awak-
ened the city’s ancient streets through the 
brilliant colours of the costumes and the 
melodic sounds that came from the goat 
skin drums and cowbells. Also a part of the 
day long festivities was a free concert, free 
samplings of conch salad, conch fritters 
and conch chowder and displays of Abaco 
made craft and art work.  

The festival was followed by a Bahami-
an Prayer Breakfast at the Creekside Din-
ery that included such dishes as Corn Beef 
and Grits and Souse Chicken and Johnny 
Cake. Proceeds raised from the breakfast 
went towards the Junkanoo Scholarship 
Fund that will be awarded once again to a 
deserving Abaco student in 2010. 

For further information on the St. Au-
gustine Junkanoo Island Festival or the 
scholarship foundation, contact the Abaco 
Tourist Office at 367-3067 or visit the 
website www.junkanoofest.com. 

Abaco was showcased at St. Augustine’s Junkanoo Island Festival 

The Abaco Tourism office was invited to the St. Augustine Junkano  Island Festival. Ac-
companying the Tourism staff were many others to give a Junkanoo experience to the 
Floridians. The Festival goers enjoyed a Bahamian concert as well as Bahamian crafts 
and food, 
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Minimum for 3 lines in one issue $10
Picture and 4 lines $25
Additional lines at $2 per line
Display classifi ed $18 per column inch
We can take the photo within the Marsh 
Harbour area or use your photo. 
Call 242-367-2677 Fax 242-367-3677

COMMERCIAL SERVICES

BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
FOR SALE 

For all your vertical and mini-blind needs 
contact Sidney Albury at 367-2091 or 367-2031

Ironing Services available. Please contact 
475-5500

BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
 FOR SALE 

Classifi ed Advertisements
Items for Sale, Commercial Service, Cars & Boats

31’ Sailing Cat, sleeps 7, Honda 45. $20,000 
Contact 365-8533

 

33 Grady White 330 Express, 2002, with twin 
225 Yamahas. Fully loaded with all standard 
equipment including A/C and generator PLUS 
Lee Outriggers, Pompanette Leaning post, 
Northstar 962 Chartplotter with Bahamas charts, 
Furuno 1933 Navnet GPS Chartplotter, depth 
sou nder, 48 mile radar, Simrad Autopilot, 
Icom VHF. Priced to sell at $150,000 OBO 
Will consider trades. Located in Treasure Cay. 
Call Dave @ 242-365-8529 or 705-812-1405 or 
email: dcosman1661@rogers.com

33’ Morgan OI, 3 cyl. turbo charged Yanmar. 
Perfect live aboard or cruiser. DUTY PAID. 
Too many extras to list.  Go to www.abacoboat.
com or call 242-475-3149

 

34’ O’Day sailboat - looking to exchange boat 
use for slip use. HAVE BOAT NEED SLIP 
HAVE BOAT NEED SLIP. Boat currently in 
dry dock in Grand Bahama. mskrauska@gmail.
com or call Mark at 530-227-0155 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

BOATS & MARINE ITEMS
FOR SALE 

 

26’ Mako w/ twin 130 HP Johnsons. Asking 
$12,000. Call 366-0065

26’ Pursuit w/ twin 200 hp Yamahas w/ alu-
minum trailer. Asking $16,5000 Call 367-2700

26’ Paramount Sports Fisherman 1998, cen-
ter console, will ride well with twin or single 
engines. Hull only. Price $5000 ONO Contact  
Rich’s Boat Rentals Ph. 367-2742 or 367-4409

27’ Hinterhoeller Sailboat, fully equipped, 
solar panel, 26 HP Volvo, draft 4.5’ Bimini, 
full enclosure, autopilot, radar, chartplotter, 
Bahamian registry, located AYS Green Turtle. 
Revised price $12,000 Contact warrenjp@
sympatico.ca

28’ Precision 28 cruising sailboat, 2000, berths 
for 6, private aft cabin, Yanmar diesel, GPS, 
Bimini, refrigeration, etc. Located in Hope 
Town. See previous ad for more info. Brand new 
mainsail, recent survey. Reduced to $28,500 
U.S. Don’t let someone beat you to a true bar-
gain. (541) 535-1326 

Wholesale Diapers Available starting at $28 
per case. All name brands. We will ship to Out 
Islands. Call toll free 242-300 1213 for more 
information

5 beautician booths, 2 nail technician booths 
& 1 spa masseuse booth available at Restora-
tion Salon & Spa. Any beautician wanting to 
become certified to use Mizani Products con-
tact Sharmon Davis @ 475-1391

17 cu. ft. fridge, almond color. $850 contact 
367-3101 or 359-6247

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Pro Windsurfer: BicSports 2006 Nova 8’, 
sail 3.5 meters. Perfect condition. Only $1800. 
Call 577-0534

17’ Nautilus Power Cat, 2001, 50 HP John-
son with aluminum trailer. Excellent cond. 
DUTY PAID, Abaco reg, fishing license 
$6,500 ONO 375-8777 or 772-288-9941

18’ Key Largo, 2002, center console, 90 
HP Mercury engine, 2007. Very low hours 
$13,000 Ph 367-6143 or 357-6540

23’ Albury Brothers, CC, 2006, Yamaha 
225 4-stroke w/65 hrs. Leaning post, dual 
batts, Bimini top, dive ladder, bow cushions. 
Excellent condition. Boat in Jensen Beach, FL 
$44,900 Call Adam 954-873-3353 or adamr@
sundancemarineusa.com

Employment Opportunities
Dozer Operator for Abaco Plant
All applicants should possess the following:
• A minimum of 3 years experience
• Must have a valid driver’s license
• Must be able to operate D3, D5, D7 and D8
   Cat Dozers
Backhoe Operator for Abaco Plant
All applicants should possess the following:
• A minimum of 3 years experience
• Must have a valid driver’s license
• Must be able to operate both tracked and
   wheeled excavators
Please fax resumes to
Human Resources Manager: 242-377-2193

Seeking part time experienced dependable 
sailor for mate. Island Gal charters. Bahamian 
only. Contact Capt Janet @ 577-0284 or janet@
islandgalcharters.com

Sales person needed. Contact 367-0500

A left-handed chank, sometimes called a horse 
conch or blow conch, for someone from Sri 
Lanka.  Left-handed shells holds a special 
meaning to their society and they would like 
very much to find one.

SHELL WANTED

Electric Golf Cart: Club Car 2004 model. 
Batteries, cart and charger. Good condition. 
Only $3500.Call 577-0534

VEHICLES FOR SALE

The numerals 1-9 must 
appear only once  in:
• each 9-block square 
• each row 
• each column 
The answer is on 
page 21.

Sudoku puzzle - No math required

Every Sudoku game 
begins with a number of 
squares already filled in. 
The more squares that 
are known, the easier 
it is to figure out which 
numbers go in the open 
squares. As you fill in 
squares correctly, op-
tions for the remaining 
squares are narrowed 
and it becomes easier to 
fill them in. 

Day in Abaco. She can see more Haitians 
following in her footsteps and  encourages 
the young people in her community to do 
well in school and stay focused. That way 
they can also achieve great things in their 
lives.

The budding employee of the Ritz-Carl-
ton Club Abaco is not the only Haitian-
Bahamian to transcend the cultural differ-
ences, but she said more Haitians need to 
embrace the Bahamian culture. And Baha-
mians need to be more tolerant of the Hai-
tian culture realizing that they have pride 
and dignity as well.

One of the biggest problems facing a 
number of the young Haitians in the Mud 
and Pigeon Peas is the constant wait on get-
ting their papers and passport so they can 
not only travel, but be treated as equals. 
Once these young Haitian-Bahamians re-
ceive their passports, they can open bank 
accounts, apply for loans for cars and 
property and help to solidify their commu-
nities and the communities around them.

Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham re-
cently said they will fast forward the immi-
gration process for all Haitians born in the 
Bahamas who are eligible for their status 
change.

Ms. Dumercy said, “I have spoken to the 
former Prime Minister (Perry Christie) and 
even voiced my concerns to the new Prime 

Two worlds                           From Page 4 Minister (Hubert Ingraham) of what I feel 
needs to be done for the Mud and Pigeon 
Peas because they have asked me what I 
think needs to be done. When it comes to 
the low cost homes and property, most of 
them don’t have the ability, even though 
they are waiting on their passports, to buy 
the land. Even though they can afford the 
lots or homes, they can’t buy them. They 
are automatically disqualified from buying 
these properties. If they can get their pass-
ports, a lot of people will move out of the 
Mud and Peas,” she concluded.

of the course. Lori Lowe, wife of Jimmy 
Lowe, won Top Woman title in the event. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Pleydell-Bouverie 
were extremely proud of their ten-year-
old son, Jeremy. who won the two Sunday 
races. Jeremy belongs to the Man-O-War 
Junior Sailing Club.

The International Optimist Dinghy 
Foundation was established in 2004 to give 
the opportunity to young people to learn to 
sail. The program has become very popu-
lar internationally since then with approxi-
mately 25 countries belonging to the foun-
dation and international races organized 
periodically. There are Optimist Clubs on 
various islands of The Bahamas with three 
on Abaco on Guana Cay, Man-O-War Cay 
and Hope Town..

Regatta                                  From Page 6
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