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P: This is an interview with Lloyd Hendry, at his son Hank Henry’s office at 2242 

Main Street in Fort Myers, July 25, 2000. What is your full name? 

H: My full name is Lloyd Gould Hendry. Gould was my mother’s maiden name. 

P: And the date of your birth and the place of your birth? 

H: December 12, 1922, in Fort Myers, Florida. 

P: Was it in a hospital? 

H: No, it was in a house out here at the end where the ________ was. 

P: Fort Myers had a hospital then, but it was in its infancy. 

H: Dr. Winkler was the doctor, and he delivered virtually all the babies in Fort Myers 

at that time. You just called him to the house whenever it was time to deliver. 

P: And the name of your parents, first your father. 

H: My father’s name was Fred Hendry, and my mother’s name was Bertha Gould 

Hendry. 

P: What was going on in your family in Fort Myers about the time of your birth? 

H: I do not remember. I was too young to recollect. 

P: But someone might have told you something about it? 

H: We lived in a big two-story house in east Fort Myers, on a tract of land which 

probably had ten to twenty acres. My dad farmed that property. He originally had 

a grocery store, and when the Depression came, he ended up losing [it]. That 

was a little later, I guess. It was sometime during that period of time. He ended 

up selling Rawly goons. You ever heard of a Rawly salesman? He was a 

combination of a Rawly salesman and a farmer during that period of time. 
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P: What is a Rawly salesman? 

H: That is kind of a traveling salesman who goes from house to house and carries a 

suitcase full of various articles that the Rawly Company. The earliest memory 

that I have of that house was probably the 1926 hurricane, which was quite a 

hurricane here. The big two-story house was a sturdily built house, and it stood 

the hurricane without any difficulty. But I remember we children would be 

standing at the windows looking out, and just south of the house was a big field 

that had huge pine trees in it. From time to time, gusts of wind would just send 

over one or two pine trees. Whenever one would go over, we would start 

hollering there goes another one, and a big pine tree would go over. Fortunately, 

the house pretty well survived. Some of the roofing was stripped off, but the 

house itself did not have ________. 

P: Was there any flooding in Fort Myers in that hurricane? 

H: We were out there at the end of Seminole Street. We were out there in east Fort 

Myers and we had no flooding at all. We were probably about a half a mile from 

the river, but I have no recollection of flooding. I have heard stories about 

flooding here locally in town, but those are things I did not witness at that time 

because I was only about four years old. 

P: What was the name of your grandparents, first your father’s parents and then 

your mother’s parents. 

H: My father’s father was James E. Hendry, and he was married to Julia Friarson. 

Both of them were deceased when I was born. On my mother’s side, her father 



Hendry page 3 
 

had come from West Virginia. He had published a newspaper called the Clay 

County Star in Clay, West Virginia, and he had also been a lawyer up in West 

Virginia. Then, he sold out in West Virginia for health reasons and moved to Fort 

Myers, and he and his family homesteaded a piece of property out on the eastern 

end of the county. My grandmother was F. Jane Gould. She had been a 

Samples. Both of them were from West Virginia. 

P: I have to ask you about probably the most famous ancestor that you have, and 

that is Captain F. A. Hendry. Whatever you know about him, of course, you 

have heard from others. But what do you remember most about Captain F. A. 

Hendry? 

H: He was dead before I was born. 

P: But as far as family stories about him? 

H: There are a lot of those. Captain F. A. Hendry came here, his first trip to Fort 

Myers was in the 1850s. At that time, I think it was around 1854 if my recollection 

is correct, he was about eighteen years old. He had lived up in Hillsborough 

County, but he got as a scout with a group of federal troops who were making a 

trip into this area. So, he made his first trip into Fort Myers in 1854. He liked it, 

and then later he came back and settled in the area. He put his cattle herd south 

of the Caloosahatchee River, and he later made this his home. He served on the 

city council here in Fort Myers when the city was first established. He was on the 

board of county commission, and he served on the legislature and served as 

state senator. At one time, he thought seriously about running for governor, but 
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he never did. But after his death, Hendry County was named for him. At the time 

of his death in 1917, the Tampa Tribune ran an editorial on his death and said 

that he was one of the best known and best liked citizens in the state of Florida. 

P: I know that he was a well-liked person in his lifetime because I have read that 

from a number of different sources. He had a very long political career, and he 

maintained that popularity throughout his entire lifetime. So, he had to have been 

a very important citizen and certainly contributed to the early development of 

southwest Florida. What about the ethnic and cultural background of your family? 

H: Vernon, he was a very religious man, and his integrity was very substantial. I 

want to just make one personal note. I had an old timer call me one time and ask 

me if I would work up an estate plan for him when I was over with Henderson 

Franklin. I had a whole lot on my docket at that time and I really could not get 

into it, and so I said, I tell you, why don’t you see my law partner Parker Holt and 

let him work this up with you. He said no, I do not know about that. He said, I 

knowed your dad, I knowed your granddad, and I knowed your great-granddad, 

and I have heared about you, and said, and any of the four of you ever beat 

anybody out of a thin dime. He said, if you can’t do it, I just won’t get it done. 

Which was one of the best compliments I think I have ever had. 

P: Absolutely, that is perfect. And I am sure you took the case. 

H: I made room for it. 

P: F. A. Hendry certainly participated in the Third Seminole War and the Civil War 

and was one of the largest cattle holders in the area and was a driving force 
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between much of the public improvements that were made. What about your 

father’s educational background? 

H: He went to school here locally, and then he went to a business college up in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Then he came back here, he got married, and he opened up a 

grocery store. The grocery store was out here on East First Street. That went 

pretty well until he was giving everybody credit. When times got tough, he had to 

give up the grocery store business. That store was then sold to a man by the 

name of Tatum. The building where it was located was out on East First Street 

here in East End. Tatum then sold it to Francis A. Hendry, who was the 

grandson of Captain F. A. Hendry. He moved it across the street and opened it 

up over there as the Francis A. Hendry Grocery Store. Charlie Flint, do you know 

him? He said the first house he ever saw moved in Fort Myers as he came in 

from Buckingham there was the old Hendry grocery store being moved across 

the street. This would have been in the 1920s. He said he got to looking at it, and 

he liked it so much and he thought it was so clever that, that is the reason he 

went into the house moving business. Francis A. Hendry ran a grocery store out 

there and was kind of in the cattle business and whatnot. He was George 

Hendry’s son. There are an awful lot of Hendrys around.  

P: There certainly are. How would you describe your father’s personality? 

H: I thought he had a good personality. He was outgoing. He liked to meet people. 

Never in my life did I ever hear him swear, and he was a teetotaler all his life. I 

think that came from his father and his grandfather. But, he was a salesman type 
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person. He sold real estate during the Florida boom. He had the grocery store. 

He had been to business school in Atlanta, and so he was kind of salesman 

oriented. He died of a heart attack in his early fifties. 

P: How about your mother’s education and her personality? 

H: My mother had a marvelous personality. Her education took place in Clay 

County, West Virginia. When they moved to Florida, I guess she was a teenager 

at that time. She told me that the circuit judge used to come into Clay, West 

Virginia, which was the county seat, and he had with him a very attractive court 

reporter who could just sit there and take the testimony in shorthand. So, she got 

interested in becoming a court reporter. After they moved here, she was pretty 

proficient at shorthand, and so she got a job as a court reporter here and handled 

some of the cases here in Fort Myers. But then, when she and my father got 

together, she got married and that was the end of her court reporting days. But I 

always remember she could do shorthand right on up until the time of her death. 

She too died of cancer in her forties. I think she was around forty-one, forty-two, 

forty-three. 

P: What year were they married? 

H: I do not know. I would have to look that up. It was before my time. 

G: [Girl] How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

H: We had nine children in the family. It was a big family. 

P: Where were you in that order of children? 

H: Earl was the oldest, and then came Edward. Then came Cyrranel, then came 

Jewel, and then came me. Then Margie, then Dickey and Charles. Nine 
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children. 

P: How many are living now? 

H: I think there are only three of us living now. There is myself, Cyrranel, and 

Charles. Oh, Edward is still living. Edward is eighty-four. 

P: Were there any other people living in your home during those years other than 

your immediate family? 

H: Yes. When we were all growing up, we had a colored maid by the name of 

Dinah, who pretty well helped take care of the kiddies. Then in the back, we had 

a little cabin back there, and Jenkins, an old black man, stayed out there. On 

Sundays, Jenkins used to invite me out for a Sunday dinner. He would cook what 

he called Hop and John. I would go out and eat Hop and John with him, and 

then, if he had been down to Francis Hendry’s grocery store, he open up and 

give me a big cookie for dessert. So, Jenkins and I were good friends. After I 

came back from college, I used to go by and see Jenkins. He had turned into a 

black minister. He and I always had a good visit. 

P: How would you describe your life before you were six years old? 

H: All my life has been good. I enjoyed my childhood. I had a lot of brothers and 

sisters, and we lived on a farm. 

P: I am sure there was plenty going on in your home. 

H: Yes, there was a lot going on. 

P: When and where did you start to school? 

H: I started school at Edgewood School. My teacher in first grade was my aunt, 
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Aunt Nellie Gould, my mother’s sister. 

P: Do you remember anything in particular that happened to any of your classmates 

in those early elementary school years? 

H: When I started in the first grade, all the other children called our teacher Ms. 

Gould, and I called her Aunt Nellie. When I raised my hand, I would say, Aunt 

Nellie, may I go out and get a drink of water? They began to wonder, how come 

you do not call her Ms. Gould? I said, because she is Aunt Nellie. I think one or 

two others started calling her Aunt Nellie too _______.  

P: How did you get to school? 

H: Walked. 

P: About how far was that? 

H: Probably a mile, mile and a half. 

P: And that is the way most everybody got to school. 

H: Yes, there would be big droves of us. 

P: How about vacations whenever you were growing up? 

H: You know, that was the Depression. We took few vacations. We just pretty well 

stayed in the local area. The fact of the matter is I was never out of the state of 

Florida until after I got into the Navy and was about twenty-one when I finally got 

out of the state of Florida. I had never been to Miami until World War II broke out 

and I joined the Navy and went down to Miami to attend V12.  

P: What school activities did you participate in? 

H: Vernon, I cannot recall much about school activities. I just studied all through 



Hendry page 9 
 

school. When I got into high school, into that period of time, I woke up at 4:00 

every morning, got on a bicycle, rode into town, and met Tamiami Trail bus 

brang the newspaper gentleman from Miami. I got the newspapers, and I 

delivered them. My route ran through Colored Town and Dean Park and all out 

toward east Fort Myers. I would deliver my papers, and then when I got home, I 

ate breakfast and I got on my bicycle again and came back in town to school. 

That was pretty much my tour of duty during school periods. When you get up at 

4:00 in the morning every morning, you do not have much time after that. By the 

time dark came, I was in bed. It kept me out of trouble. Prior to that time, Judd 

Hendry had a dairy. We lived in east Fort Myers for a while, and then we lived in 

Tice for a while. But Judd Hendry had a dairy, and I was his milk boy, delivery 

boy. They would come by and pick me up early in the morning, and we would do 

the milk route and come back, and then I would go to school. So, my activities 

were pretty well-filled. What time I did have, I did a lot of reading. I have always 

been kind of a compulsive reader. I did not get into basketball or football or 

anything. I just never had time for it. 

P: Someone who knew you back then described you as intelligent and industrious, 

highly motivated, a worker, a person who was reliable and was predictable. 

Would you agree? 

H: I am complimented that some people feel that way. But let me tell you this. I 

always had a little bit of money. I had a mayonnaise jar, and I never let that get 

empty. 
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P: How about a social life, though, and dating? 

H: I do not think I really got into dating until after I got into college. Very little.  

P: When would you have had your first automobile? 

H: It was after I got out of college. Let us see. I got to high school. I kind of had a 

summer job as an announcer at WNYR that opened up. Then, I got a chance to 

go to Florida Southern College on a work scholarship. While I was at Florida 

Southern College, the war broke out. I joined the Navy V12, which I stayed in the 

college until they had the V12 school open at the University of Miami. I went to 

the University of Miami and finished V12 there. Then I was sent to Columbia 

University, and that was my first trip out of the state of Florida. I went from there 

to Ohio State, and there I met the cutest coed on the campus and I ended up 

marrying her after the war was over. That was when I began to get into dating. 

Then after the war, I went to law school. I had saved up money while I was in the 

Navy, so when I got to law school, I bought one of these Austins. I bought a 

used one, and I used it to drive back and forth to law school from where I was 

staying. But I got a place closer, and so I sold the Austin for $50 to one of my 

companions in law school. Then, I did not have anymore cars until I got out and 

started practicing law. After I graduated from law school, I went to Henderson, 

Franklin, Starnes & Holt. I still had money in the bank saved over from the 

Navy, so I went out and bought me a new Chevrolet and paid cash for it. Boy, I 

tell you, that was a nice car. That really was about my first car. 

P: Let us go back a little bit. I know that the Methodist Church has been an 
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important institution in your family’s background and certainly in yours. How 

active were you in church life? 

H: I go to church every Sunday, or try to. 

P: But back when you were growing up. 

H: Yes, we were at church every Sunday. 

P: Were there youth activities? 

H: Yes.  

P: Did you participate in that? 

H: I participated in youth activities. 

P: Was your family active in the community when you were growing up? 

H: Yes. 

P: What type of activities? 

H: Well, primarily in the church. That was about the only activity that did not cost a 

lot of money. In those days, money was tight. 

P: How would you describe the economic depression of the 1930s? 

H: When we had this home out at the end of Seminole, that is when the mortgage 

got foreclosed. We even had to move to a new house. It was devastating to my 

father. It was just unfortunate. In those days, you kind of made do. We ate a lot 

of lima beans and biscuits, but there were other things around. There were pigs 

and chickens. We had a cow, so we did not suffer really as far as food was 

concerned. 

P: Do you remember when Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected president? 

H: Yes, and my father voted for him. That is when things began to change. 
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Prosperity began to come back. 

P: How can you relate that to your family? 

H: I cannot give you any concrete thing, except we did not have any Republicans 

around here then. But there was an old veterinarian who lived out in east Fort 

Myers who had moved here from Ohio, and he was Republican. He was one of 

the few Republicans we knew. On the night of the election, let me see, that would 

have been in 1932, so I would have been ten years old then. We wanted to see 

how the election was coming. We did not have a radio at the house then, but 

there was a radio in the Tatum grocery store up on the second floor. My dad and 

I walked over there and went up into the Tatum living room upstairs. Incidentally, 

my sister has since married Forrest Tatum, who was one of the Tatums. We 

walked upstairs to listen to the election returns. I never heard much profanity 

because we never used profanity in our house. I never heard my father use 

profanity at all. But we were sitting in these sofas and chairs around, and the 

radio reports started coming in on the election and, of course, Roosevelt was 

leading. Vandy was staunchly for Herbert Hoover. When it came in, they gave 

the report at Hyde Park, which was Roosevelt’s home. Hoover carried Hyde 

Park, and so they announced that on the radio. It was one of the few places 

Hoover was carrying at that point. Vandy immediately stood up and said look at 

there, they know what kind of a son of a bitch he is. Which was one of the most 

terrible words I had ever heard, you know. I would not dare repeat it at the time. 

At any rate, that was during the election of Roosevelt.  
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P: Do you remember the various programs that were established after Roosevelt 

was elected president, in order to stimulate the economy? 

H: The WPA, the CCC, _________. The banks closed for a week. That caused 

some consternation, but he just closed them so they could all get reorganized 

and reopen more bastions. Then, you had insurance of accounts. He brought 

forth the federal savings and loan business, and, of course, I got connected with 

the federal savings and loan here in Fort Myers after I got to be an attorney. All 

the people I knew were very enthusiastic about the election of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. 

P: When did you first think seriously about becoming an attorney? 

H: I did not see how I could ever get to be president of the United States if I was not 

an attorney because most of the presidents were attorneys, you know. I 

remember in the fifth grade at school, Ms. Tu was our teacher in the fifth grade 

out at Tice. They began talking about what we were going to be when we grew 

up. I was fond of my teacher, and I think she was fond of me. One of the students 

said Lloyd ought to be so and so. Ms. Tu then said no, I think Lloyd ought to be a 

college professor. I said no, Lloyd wants to be a lawyer. 

P: So, it was in your head pretty early then. 

L: Yes, it was in my head pretty early. 

P: Do you remember Pearl Harbor, what you were doing at the time? 

L: Oh yes. I had gone to Florida Southern College on a work scholarship. You 

worked three days a week and went to school three days a week. On Sunday 



Hendry page 14 
 

afternoons, they had a band concert in the band shell there on the campus in 

Lakeland at Florida Southern College. On this particular afternoon, I had gone 

out there for the band concert. Practically all of the students did. The president 

was Lud Spivey. When Lud got worried about something, he was always 

wringing his hands, like when he got concerned. After the band concert was over, 

Dr. Spivey walked out to the microphone and said, some of you may have 

already heard. He was wringing his hands and he said, some of you may have 

already heard it, but the radio is announcing that the Japanese have bombed 

Pearl Harbor and we are now in the middle of a great war. That, of course, cast 

quite appall over the crowd, and everybody just left immediately. I had a 

roommate named Elbert Barton who was the son of a Methodist minister in 

Lake Placid. A week later, I came into my room, and he was packing. I said, 

where are you going? He said, I have joined the Marine Corps. So, he took off. I 

joined the Navy V12. That would enable you to remain there until they got the 

V12 unit set up. They established [it at] the University of Miami for the V12 

students. After a period of time then, I was sent down to Miami to attend Navy 

V12. It was kind of a midshipmen preparatory place. Then after that, I was sent to 

Columbia University, which they had turned into a midshipmen school. I became 

commissioned there. 

P: Then you went to Ohio State. Now, you mentioned about meeting your future 

wife Jody there. How did that occur? 

H: The officers were in a hall called Baker Hall, and then from there, they would 
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leave and go to various classes where they were getting this additional training. 

Now, she got a job as a telephone operator in that building. We met in the dining 

room. She and some of the people down the hall had a special table where they 

came down and sat and ate lunch at the same time the midshipmen did. That is 

where I first got acquainted with her. Cutest coed on the campus. 

P: How long was it before you were married?  

H: It was a long time. I had to get through the war and then I had to get through law 

school before I could afford a wife. 

P: In the meantime, she continued at Ohio State? 

H: No. She graduated from Ohio State, and then she taught up in Ohio. We crossed 

________ regularly and visited from time to time until we set a date for a 

wedding. That was after I got out of law school and got a job at Henderson 

Franklin.  

P: That was several years then. 

H: Yes. 

P: What year were you married, then? 

H: 1950. 

P: And you were with Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt at that time? 

H: Yes. 

P: Where did you live at that time? 

H: I first got the job at Henderson Franklin in 1948, and I lived with my Aunt Nel out 

here on 420 Riverside Drive until Jody and I got married. When we got married, 

we rented a house from Ms. Gillum over here on Huff Street, which is about six 
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blocks from here. 

P: When were your children born? 

H: Hank was born in 1952, and Mary Christine was born, I think, in 1955. 

P: When they came along, I assume they would have been born in Lee Memorial 

Hospital? 

H: That is right. No, wait a minute. She went home. She went back to Ohio when 

Hank was born, and he was born in the hospital in Zanesville, Ohio. Her sister’s 

husband was a doctor in Ohio. So, he is really a Buckeye. But Mary Christine 

was born in Lee Memorial Hospital. [End of Side 1, Tape A.]   

P: I got you through college and back in Fort Myers practicing law and married. 

Now, there are some things I want to ask you about because they were not 

necessarily things that happened in your lifetime that were significant that 

affected you in one way or another. But you were talking about one. That is 

mosquito control. How did that affect life in Fort Myers and Lee County. 

H: You know, I am the one that originated the term that Florida is a pleasant place 

to live, at the current time, because of air conditioning and mosquito control. Let 

me tell you how that phrase came around. Wayne asked me if I would run for the 

mosquito control board–that was about twenty years ago–because there was a 

member there who was very antagonistic about mosquito control. He apparently 

was a member of an environmental group who was interested in terminating 

mosquito control because it was environmentally improper. He ran for mosquito 
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control, and he had two other associates of his running for mosquito control, and 

Wayne was concerned about some plot to take over mosquito control and 

terminate it. Really, at the time the continued existence of mosquito control was 

in jeopardy, and so I agreed to run for the office against this fellow who was up 

for re-election. I got to thinking about how can I show how critical mosquito 

control is because it is true it does change the environment by the spring 

because you get rid of mosquitos, but that is not the only change in environment. 

I grew up here with no air conditioning, and the temperature deals with the 

environment just like anything else. I got to thinking one day about how I could 

distinguish myself from the group who might want to terminate mosquito control, 

and I needed a phrase to show how critical mosquito control was. I came up with 

this little story that two things that have made Florida a pleasant place to live are 

air conditioning and mosquito control, and I said I am not prepared to give up 

either one. That would give you a realistic comparison as to how critical mosquito 

control was around here, certainly during the summer months. So, I kind of used 

that as my byline, that I am for air conditioning and mosquito control and I am not 

prepared to give up either one. I had people call me from Sanibel, say boy, I am 

with you. I was successful in that campaign, and then I served for twelve years 

on the mosquito control board. I think Hank has one of those political ads 

hanging on his wall in here. 

P: How about air conditioning? 

H: Oh, I am for air conditioning. When I first started practicing law, we did not have 

air conditioning. All we had was big fans. When I first went with Henderson, 
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Franklin, Starnes & Holt in 1948, they had the top floor of what they called the 

Collier Building, which was located next to the Franklin Arms Hotel. It has now 

been torn down since then, but they were on the second floor. In that office was 

Parker Holt, F. East Arms, R. A. Henderson, and Jim Franklin. In the back, 

they had a long library. They put me at a desk at the back of that library with two 

open windows. Then at the other end of the library, there were two open 

windows. When Jim Franklin, Jr. came in, he was at that end. Jim and I could 

see each other through the library. I was back here, and Jim was up here. We 

used fans. You would open up the windows and hope the breeze would come in. 

We had these electric table fans, and we had paperweights. All your papers, 

once you put them down, you would put a big paperweight right on top of them. 

That was before air conditioning. 

P: How about sleeping at night before air conditioning? 

H: Lots of houses in Fort Myers had screened sleeping porches, and we had canvas 

curtains. In case it rained, you dropped down these canvas things. But all over 

town, you could see these big screened porches. We would have a bed out on 

the sleeping porch, and we’d sleep out there and let the breeze blow through in 

the evenings. Then if rain came up, you would get up and drop those curtains. 

But you had to have cross ventilation if you were going to exist. 

P: Can you relate mosquito control and air conditioning to an improved economic 

condition in Fort Myers and southwest Florida? 

H: Yes. Even Bob Graham has picked up that same term. He says that three of the 

most critical things to the economy of southwest Florida and for its growth has 
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been social security, air conditioning and mosquito control. 

P: You had attributed a great deal of Florida’s growth to the fact that air conditioning 

and mosquito control was available and being used. Almost from the date of 

those two improvements, you started seeing growth. Now, you mentioned 1948, 

which was certainly an important year. Do you remember the election of Harry 

Truman? 

H: Yes, sir. 

P: Any reaction to that? 

H: I was always an admire of Harry Truman. That is where the buck stopped. Of 

course, he had been vice president under Franklin D. Roosevelt, then became 

president. 

P: It was pretty much a surprise to people that he won. Do you remember about the 

shock that some people had at his election? 

H: In the crowd I lived with, I don’t recall any shock. Lee County had very few 

Republicans here at that time. 

P: All right. Television. How did that affect you or life in Fort Myers? Did it change 

the social pattern, or what effect did it have? 

H: When television first came into Fort Myers, WINK is the one that initiated it. 

Incidentally, I had served for a short time as a radio announcer, to, at that time it 

was, WFTM, before I went away to college. Then WINK acquired WFTM. It was a 

radio station, and that happened when I was a senior in high school. Then, after 

WINK came on and started broadcasting, Jody and I were living out on Osceola. 

We got us a TV set. Cousin Vern was one of the good programs that everybody 
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listened to. Our two children would watch Lassie, and, boy, they would get 

excited when Lassie would get into difficulty and look like they were going to cry, 

and I said, now do not worry, everything is going to be all right with Lassie. But 

after TV came, we kind of quit going to the movies. TV began to fill that 

considerably. TV had a very dramatic effect on life here in Fort Myers, I think, 

and home entertainment. Certainly, I think it basically was beneficial and 

educational. 

P: Continuing with 1948 though, local politics in Fort Myers and Lee County in the 

late 1940s and early 1950s, most everybody you said were Democrats. How did 

the elections function? 

H: You voted solely on the character and the personality and the integrity of the 

candidates. You had four or five candidates running for office. You just went in 

and voted for the best candidate. There was no split among party lines because 

you just voted for the man and voted for his abilities. Basically, I thought it was a 

good system. We are getting back to that system now, except in those days 

everybody was a registered Democrat, and now the vast majority of the citizens 

are registered Republicans and we are having very few Democrats running. But 

the Republicans, when they run against each other, they fight just as hard 

against each other and knock each other just as bad as the Democrats used to 

do back when there was nothing but Democrats running. We used to joke when I 

was growing up in high school and whatnot that we only had one Republican in 

the whole county and that was Old Man Schulty, and they later sent him to the 

insane asylum. But that was just kind of a common joke at that time. If you 
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wanted to vote and have your vote effective, you had to register as a Democrat. 

Now, in Lee County, if you want to vote and make your vote effective, you got to 

be Republican. 

P: Back then, is it fair to say then that the Democratic nomination was tantamount to 

election? 

H: Well, yes. If you won the primary, you automatically were in office because you 

did not have any opposition in the general election. 

P: So in a sense, you had an every man for himself situation within the confines of 

the Democratic primaries.  

H: That is right, and you voted solely on the character and qualifications of the six or 

seven candidates who ran without regard to party affiliations, because they all 

belonged to the same party. 

P: Did you have factions within the Democratic party locally? 

H: I think you broke down into factions basically on a basis of the personality of the 

candidates. I cannot recall any faction or division other than you were either for 

this man for sheriff or you were for this man for sheriff without regard for party 

affiliation because they all belong to the same party. 

P: How big a role did the professional people or the businessmen of Fort Myers play 

in the local elections? 

H: They played a substantive part in the outcome of the political races, but there 

again, it was based primarily on the personality and the integrity of the person 

who happened to be running, rather than party affiliation. I do not know whether 

that answers your question or not, Vernon. Let me just tell you one thing. Jim 
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English used to say that his father used to say that if you wanted to get elected, 

the first thing you had to do was to go down and meet with the board of stewards 

of the First Methodist Church. He said if they approved you, you were pretty well 

in. Of course, the majority of the community then, I guess, were members of the 

First Methodist Church. 

P: Oh yes. The development of Lee Memorial Hospital during that period of time, I 

think it was probably the only hospital in the county, other than one that was for 

blacks? 

H: Yes, sir. Jones Walker was for the blacks, and Lee Memorial was where the 

whites were treated. 

P: How was that organized, and how did it function back then? 

H: The Lee Memorial Hospital was really organized and in existence well before I 

came along. I do not recall the exact time that they finally incorporated it and 

began to elect directors of it. I think it was privately run as an organization for a 

long period of time, but I am not sure about the history on the Lee Memorial 

Hospital. I will say this: we used to have a wooden courthouse here, and that 

courthouse, after some objections, was torn down. You know that story. It was 

torn down at night while Cy Stuart and some of other attorneys were up in 

Arcadia trying to get an injunction. When they came back with an injunction the 

next morning, there was no courthouse because it had been demolished 

overnight. They built a new courthouse, but the lumber from that courthouse that 

was demolished–that was around 1912, 1914–was then taken and was used to 
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construct a two-story wooden Lee Memorial Hospital. I remember that hospital 

well. My mother had cancer, and she died in her forties. She died in that hospital. 

It was not until later, I think, that they began to establish the hospital more as a 

publicly operated body and built a new hospital out where it is located at the 

present time. The Jones Walker Hospital was where the blacks were treated, and 

while I was acquainted with it, I never had any real connection with the operation 

of the Jones Walker Hospital. 

P: Let us go back to Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt. The principal partners in 

that firm when you joined it were...? 

H: R. A. Henderson was the senior partner. Jim Franklin had been his first partner, 

and then later they took in F. E. Starnes and Parker Holt. Then, I was the fifth to 

come in, and then Jim Franklin, Jr. came in. R. A. Henderson was born here in 

Fort Myers, went to law school at the University of Florida [and] was the 

president of his law school class when he graduated. Quite an active individual. 

R. A. is the one who got me into the firm because he always talked about my 

grandfather as being Cousin Jimmy. He urged me to go to law school, and he 

was the one who kind of engineered me coming into the firm after I returned from 

law school. A very nice fellow. The epitome of a southern gentleman. Was 

president of the Florida Bar one year. When I was in the firm, and I guess they 

still have it, they have the gavel that was given to him when he was elected 

president of the Florida Bar Association. But I joined that firm, and then Jim 

Franklin, Jr. came and joined it, and then we added various members. I was 

there thirty-eight years, and I was senior partner. Then, various developments 
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began to take place. Do you want me to go through that? 

P: Yes, I do want you to go through that. Let me just ask you about Jim Franklin, Sr. 

He was the second partner in the firm. 

H: Yes. A very fine man. State senator. Very active in politics. A good trial lawyer. 

The main difference between him and R. A. was that when something came...   

R. A.’s desk was always covered with documents, and if anybody touched them, 

he said why did you bother? Why did you mess my desk [up]? He knew where 

everything was on it. But things did not move as fast off of R. A.’s desk as they 

did off of Jim Franklin’s desk. Anything that came in to Jim Franklin’s desk in the 

morning went out that afternoon. He was a very efficient lawyer and a great 

person, and I enjoyed working with him tremendously. But he and R. A., they had 

different temperaments and different personalities. R. A. was always such a 

gracious person, and Jim was always concentrating on getting something done, 

which was a great attribute also. The other partner was F. E. Starnes, who was a 

brother of R. A.’s wife, Johnny. R. A.’s wife was his sister, and that was the 

connection there. R. A., just to digress a little bit, had been a big friend of Baron 

Collier, for whom Collier County is named. R. A. went to Europe with Baron 

Collier and had a great association with him. All of the acquisitions Baron Collier 

made of Marco Island and the other properties in Collier County flew through R. 

A.’s office. There were retainers for the Collier Corporation. They were on a 

retainer, and they handled Mr. Collier’s work. About the time I came in and got 

active, Baron Collier had died and they were working on the Collier Estate. I met 
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Baron Collier’s three sons, who were in the office on one occasion. So, that is 

how that firm handled the Collier business. But let us see. We started back with 

how long I was with the firm. 

P: Let us see now. You talked about R. A. Henderson and you also talked Jimmy 

Franklin, Sr. Then, you talked a little bit about Starnes.  

H: F. E. Starnes. He was related by marriage to R. A. Henderson. I was related by 

blood to R. A. Henderson, so I guess that is how we ended up in the firm. 

P: How would you characterize Starnes. 

H: One of the most congenial, likeable persons you will ever meet. 

P: Was he the one called Unc? 

H: Unc, right. Very, very fond of Unc Starnes, and his son who is circuit judge is just 

like him. The other was Parker Holt. Parker was a graduate of Vanderbilt 

University, was Phi Beta Kappa, excellent student, good lawyer. A very dedicated 

and concentrated worker. The way he got involved with the firm was that he was 

from Tennessee and he attended Vanderbilt, and when we went through law 

school, he had a professor in law school who was a good friend of Baron Collier. 

Since the firm was attorney for Baron Collier, he urged Parker to contact the firm 

that represented Baron Collier, and I guess he also communicated with Baron 

Collier. Anyway, through that mechanism, Parker Holt packed up and moved to 

Florida and became a member of the firm. 

P: Now, continue on about your thirty-one years with the firm and _______. 

H: Two things happened. For a number of years, I had been attorney for First 
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Federal Savings and Loan. More and more of my time got involved in corporate 

work. I was general counsel for First Federal. They began to make all of these 

rules about savings and loans, and they finally came out with a ruling that if an 

attorney for the firm was also a director for the association, which I was at that 

time, that it would be necessary in their making and publishing annual statements 

of their expenses. They had to publish how much money they paid to the 

attorneys and the firm of attorneys. I think it was mainly to try to cut down on the 

amount that was being paid as attorneys’ fees and make that public information. 

Tommy Howard, who was the president of First Federal, really thought that was 

kind of a private business as to who they paid what, and he did not like the 

dissemination of public information about who was doing what. So I said, I can 

take there of that easily, Tommy. I can resign as director. I said then you do not 

have to publish it. I designed as director, but they still had me meet with the 

board of directors as general counselor each month, but they did not have to 

publish the notice. That rocked along for awhile, but they were getting still more 

serious about the interconnections. The other thing, Henderson Franklin also 

represented the Lee County Bank, and they began to talk interlocking 

directorships, to try to discourage that. In that period of time, my daughter was in 

law school. My son had been to law school, but he had taken a job as an 

assistant state’s attorney up in Ocala. My daughter was getting out of law school 

at the University of Miami, and she came home one time. I was talking to her 

about coming in and maybe applying for a job with the firm, and she said I really 

do not want to go in the firm. She said, Daddy, why don’t you just withdraw from 



Hendry page 27 
 

the firm and you and I will open up our own partnership, and you can open an 

office in First Federal. You and I can be partners. Well, you know, when your 

daughter gets out of law school, that is too good an offer to turn down. I thought it 

over. I talked to Tom Howard about it. He said look, we have been wanting you 

over here more often anyway. He said we will set you up an office. I gave my firm 

about three months notice and said I am going to withdraw from the firm, and 

Mary Christine and I will open up an office over at First Federal. So, that is what 

we did. But I still have a very good relationship with Henderson Franklin, with a 

lot of the members, and I still work with them from time to time. We never had 

any hostility or dispute or anything else in connection with that. But my daughter 

and I formed a firm, and then Hank finished his tour of duty up in Ocala. I think 

the man he was working for got defeated and they put in a whole new bunch of 

assistant state attorneys, so he came back and he joined us. Let me take a break 

here for a minute. [Tape shut off?] 

P: Since you are talking about banking generally, what was the banking situation in 

Fort Myers? Again, we are talking about late 1940s, early 1950s, at that time. 

Now, you had the First National Bank... 

H: We had the First National Bank and the Lee County Bank, and we had First 

Federal. First Federal, incidentally, had been established by R. A. Henderson 

initially. He was also the chairman of the board of the Lee County Bank. He had 

established that. Those were the three financial institutions. Could I digress a 

little bit? 

P: Certainly. Absolutely. 
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H: We had another bank here before the Depression known as the Bank of Fort 

Myers. That was the first bank in Fort Myers, and it was over here where this 

restaurant is located across from the courthouse. That bank was established by a 

group of individuals in which my grandfather was involved. He was active in 

establishing the Bank of Fort Myers. Then my Aunt Tillie’s husband, my dad’s 

sister’s husband, J. Edgar Foxworthy, he was the president of that bank for 

many, many years. Then when the Depression came on, that bank failed and 

never reopened. Papa Jim, my grandfather, was in the bank business and was 

on that board. I think he was president of the board for many, many years at the 

Bank of Fort Myers. But that bank never reopened. The Lee County Bank failed, 

and it reopened. The First National Bank, I think it closed for a short period of 

time during the Depression and then reopened. Then they had the Citizens Bank 

out in east Fort Myers that closed and never did reopen after the Depression. But 

when I was here, we had those two banks. Subsequently, the Edison National 

Bank was organized. George Allen was active in it. Then, the banks began to 

proliferate after that period of time. 

P: A name that comes to mind in the history of Fort Myers banking is that of Harry 

Fagen.  

H: Yes. I knew Harry Fagen very well. He was head of the First National Bank. Had 

a son who later was a doctor. Harry Fagen is now deceased, but he was a very 

congenial person, a good operator, and just a splendid man. 

P: How generally were the banking institutions in Fort Myers during that same era, 
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late 1940s, early 1950s, say, how liberal or how conservative or how progressive 

were they? 

H: Compared to today, I guess you would call them conservative, but, you know, all 

of those people who were involved in banks had been through the Depression. 

Brad Austin and Joe Ansly and John Henry Fears were basically the operating 

officers in Lee County Bank. All of them were careful operators, watched what 

they did, went over the mortgage applications carefully. Of course, Tom Howard 

was head of First Federal. If you went there to borrow money, when he spent 

First Federal money, it was just like he watched that just as carefully as if he was 

spending his own money. The banks were pretty well operated during that period 

of time. There was not anything reckless about their operations.  

P: 1954, there was a significant U. S. Supreme Court decision, Brown versus. 

Board of Education. What effect did that have in Fort Myers and Lee County? 

H: That is when we began to integrate the schools, and it was shortly after that 

when we had bussing, which my wife and I do not think that bussing has a done 

a great deal for the schools. Let me say a little something about the race situation 

during that period of time. I told you my old friend Jenkins used to invite me out to 

dinner on Sundays when I was a little boy, and Dinah worked for us, and we had 

many friends out on what they called Safety Hill, which was the section for black 

people. But, as I told you, I delivered the Miami Herald. I would get up in the 

mornings, come on bicycle, go down the bus station, get the Miami Herald, and 

my route ran through Dean Park and it also ran through Dunbar. So for about 
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two or three years, every morning between 5:00 and 6:00 in the morning, I rode a 

bicycle through that whole area. I had about eight customers out in Dunbar. I 

would ride through there, deliver the paper, and go on. On Saturdays, I would go 

back through that same route and collect from my customers and then pay for my 

papers, and I would keep what was left. During that two- or three-year period of 

time where I drove through the colored section of Fort Myers on a bicycle, I never 

had an adverse or hostile situation develop. I had friends there, and I would go 

out on Saturdays and go to the barber shop and collect my money. There was a 

fellow who was reportedly the Bolita boss, and I delivered him a paper every 

morning. I would go to him, and he would reach in his pocket and pull out a roll 

and pay me. I never lost any money with those customers, and I never had a 

hostile situation through that period of time. I had a number of them I considered 

genuine friends, and I still have some who are good friends. It was kind of 

interesting that even though you did have segregation at that time, I experienced 

no hostility at all through that period of time. They never picked on me as a poor 

little white boy. 

P: How has integration progressed in Lee County? 

H: I think there has been very little...well, I personally have not observed any real 

adverse effects. I remember Julian Clark and I discussing it after it became to 

come in. You used to have two water fountains and two restrooms and whatnot 

in the courthouse and whatnot. I think if a man is a citizen, he has got a right to 

go any place he wants to go, irrespective of his color. I have no problem with 
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that. I think every man ought to have the ability to develop whatever aptitudes, 

any aptitudes he has, without regard to race, color or religion. There are good 

blacks, there are bad blacks, there are good whites and there are bad whites, as 

we all know. 

P: Right. Fort Myers and Lee County prior to World War II certainly was a tourist 

center, but it also was cattle and citrus and flower growing, fishing, and general 

farming. After the war, whenever development started, it still was a tourist center, 

but it obviously became an area of great development. Two of the earlier 

developments were Lehigh Acres and Cape Coral. How were they as 

cooperative citizens in Lee County. 

H: The developers? Well, I wish that Lehigh had been developed a little bit 

differently. It is out on the highest portions of Lee County. Not much originality 

was shown in the development because they just took a big map of the area and 

took a ruler and drew street lines with streets through it, divided it up into lots and 

then sold these lots all over the country. It is too bad that they could not have 

used more imagination in laying out the streets and the lots because it is a fine 

piece of property. But it one of those things. Cape Coral, I guess, was developed 

pretty much the same way with canals and streets and straight lines. Both of 

them, though, are becoming prosperous communities. I drive through Lehigh 

today, and it just looks like the houses are popping up like toadstools, and I think 

the same thing is happening in Cape Coral.  

P: What do you think the future is, as far as development and growth in southwest 
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Florida? 

H: Like everything else, we are going to run out of land suitable for development. 

[End of Side 2, Tape A.] ...first-class development on the _______ area, and he 

is from Palm Beach. I asked him how come he moved from Palm Beach to 

Naples, and he said well, we are running out of land in Palm Beach. There is just 

nothing left over there to be developed. I suppose that if the situation continues, 

we will face the same situation here in Collier County and Lee County and 

Charlotte County. I wish that they had been a little more regular ______ 

densities. Like my wife and I have a home out in Buckingham. We have about 

fifty or sixty acres out there, and that is just about room enough for a man to live 

on. They have zoned Buckingham to where you cannot have but one lot per 

acre, which, to me, is just about the minimum. Lehigh had been developed in a 

situation that all the lots had to be at least one acre in size, in what would be a 

magnificent subdivision. That is just a cracker’s point of view.  

P: Let us go back to your legal career? Do you recall any particularly interesting 

cases that you handled? 

H: Dozens of them. About every case I get is an interesting case. 

P: But one that you particularly enjoy talking about. 

H: Vernon, I do not know. 

W: Any cases that have changed the future of the county? Any cases that helped 

make Lee County the community it is today? 



Hendry page 33 
 
H: Let me see. Let me tell you about one case shortly after I started practicing law. 

They did not have a public defender to handle individuals accused of crime who 

had no money to hire a lawyer, but Judge Gerald had his own procedure. He 

would just call up the youngest lawyer in town and tell him he had a case he 

wanted him to handle. I had been with the firm maybe about eighteen months or 

two years, and Jim Franklin, Jr. had just come into the firm. I got a call from 

Judge Gerald asking me to come over to the court. He said he had a case he 

wanted to assign to me. I grabbed Jim Franklin, Jr., and I said, Jim, let us go over 

and see what is going on. I went over to the courthouse and went up to Judge 

Gerald, and he said Mr. Hendry, we have got a case that is ready to go to trial 

here and we want you to handle it. The man cannot afford a lawyer. It turned out 

it was a black man who had been accused of stealing batteries from Irby Black’s 

service station. Ian McGanihan was the state’s attorney, and he was prosecuting 

it. We did not get much time to prepare for the trial. They were ready to go. They 

were going to pick a jury in an hour or so, so all I could do was check around and 

find out what the state had. The sheriff told me that all the state was that this man 

had been seen hanging around Irby Black’s service station, and the next day, the 

back door where he kept his new batteries had been broken down, had been 

forced open, and the batteries were gone. The sheriff had investigated, and they 

had picked up five people who saw this man pushing a wheelbarrow loaded with 

batteries down the street. They looked like they were new batteries, and they had 

obviously come from Irby Black’s service station. They had not, however, 
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recovered the batteries, so I figured they really were not in a position to prove 

that they were the same batteries that came out of Irby Black’s service station. 

They had five witnesses, and I knew that the citizen state’s attorney had a lot of 

cases to handle and he really was not diligent, did not have time to be diligent, 

about checking with his witnesses and what they were saying and whatnot. So, 

they said okay, we are ready to go to trial, and that was about an hour after we 

were appointed. I talked to Jimmy. I said, Jimmy, let us invoke the rule and see 

if we can find any discrepancies in these five witnesses. We went with that 

gamble, we invoked the rule so the witnesses had to stay out of the room so they 

could not hear what their co-conspirators were telling. The first one came in and I 

got up and I asked him, I said, so he said that he was standing on a street corner 

and he saw my client pushing a wheelbarrow loaded with new batteries. I said 

okay, what time was it? He scratches his head, about 8:00 in the morning. I said, 

what street corner was it? And he gave me the street corner. The next witness 

came in and I asked him the same question. I said, were you five together? Yes, 

we were all together. What time was it? He scratched his head, and he said it 

was about 3:00 in the afternoon. What street corner was it? I came out with five 

different times. No two coincided. I came up with five different street corners. It 

was obvious that they were framing my client. We went ahead and argued the 

case, and it went to the jury. The jury was out in about ten minutes and came 

back in with a not guilty verdict. We were upstairs in the courthouse there in Fort 

Myers where the courtroom was located at that time, and so I took my client out. 

When I took him outside the building, he kept telling me, you done good, boss 
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man, you really done good. I said, listen, we ought to be paid. He said, I ain’t got 

no money, boss man. I said, haven’t you got some family or friends or something 

like that where you can get some money? I said, we have been out here nearly 

all day and you might have been on your way to Raiford if we had not been here. 

He said, I knows it, boss man. All of a sudden, his eyes brightened up and he 

leaned over close to me in my ear, he said, boss man, I ain’t got no money, but 

could you use some new batteries? I just turned white all over. I grabbed Jim, he 

and I, we just turned around and never said another word to him. We just walked 

out of the courthouse and back to the office. But those things happen.  

P: That is a great story. 

H: It is a true story.  

P: I am sure it is.  

H: But that is the way legal aid was handled in those days. The youngest lawyers in 

town got to go handle them. It was good experience. 

P: Can you think of another one? I know you have got plenty but another one you 

would like to relate. 

H: I prosecuted old Doctor Peterson, who brought some people out of Canada and 

then tried to extort them out of their money. After he got convicted because, see, 

he was going to sell them a mango grove over on Pine Island, and he bottomed 

out and kind of sold them the grove which was worth a certain price. Then, they 
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had about $30,000 or $40,000 they had taken out of Canada with them, and he 

ended up with all that money and threatened them that if they complained about 

it, he would have them arrested for bringing money unlawfully in from Canada 

and various other mistreatments. I ended up as the special prosecutor. I worked 

with McGanihan on that. He was the state’s attorney, and I got involved as the 

special prosecutor. They brought him two lawyers from Miami to defend him. He 

did. The jury gave us a conviction, and while he was out on bond, he jumped his 

bond and flew to Paraguay. I talked to Jim Franklin who got a hold of Spessard 

Holland, and he arranged for the state department to have him picked up in 

Paraguay and brought back to serve time in Raiford. That was an interesting 

case. The other interesting case, let me tell you about this. I had [two] clients 

named Tommy McIntosh and Emmy Brown, who farmed in Cuba. They had 

big truck farms in Cuba. Castro took over and seized everything when he came 

into power, so they came back and said they had this big tomato crop and they 

had all their equipment and whatnot that Castro had seized and what could they 

do about it? Well, you know, there is not too much that you can do about it, 

except that Castro marketed those tomatoes in the United States. They were 

handled through a broker who had an account at First National Bank here in Fort 

Myers. I found out through some of my friends at the bank that the sale of the 

tomatoes had been made. I think about $400,000 went into this broker’s account, 

which was going to be transferred onto to Cuba. So, I filed a suit against Fidel 

Castro, on the company that he was operating under called International or 
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something. I sent a registered letter to them in Havana, and I published a notice 

in the paper for constructive notice and tied up the account at the First National 

Bank here in Fort Myers. When you sue what is really another entity, another 

foreign nation, the state department usually enters a ban against, gets the suit 

dismissed as a favor to these other countries. Jim Franklin, who was the state 

senator then and my law partner, he called Spessard Holland about that. 

Spessard went over and talked to the secretary of state and asked them in this 

suit if they were requested to file this motion in this case that they would not take 

any action, and the secretary of state agreed not to do that. In the meantime, five 

Cuban representatives came in and talked to your friend Harry Fagen at the First 

National Bank and wanted the money. Fagen told them the ________, so they 

said, well, you will hear from our lawyers in Washington. So, they left. We knew 

we were going to be in for a fight. But at any rate, we went ahead and I set it 

down for hearing, and I sent the notice to Havana. Nobody showed up at the 

hearing, and we had the order entered directing the First National Bank to pay 

the money to our client. It was about $400,000 or $500,000, a big amount of 

money, and it was paid. I asked Tom Morgan, who was the reporters for the 

news press not to say anything about it until the case was over because I did not 

want to have a hearing and have that place jammed with all kinds of reporters 

and whatnot. It went before Judge Gerald, he entered the order, and the bank 

paid me the money. Then at that time, the news got into the Miami Herald and 

the other papers. I was driving across the river, and on the radio one day heard 
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the CBS news coming out of some national news [station]. It told about how Fidel 

Castro had been sued and money had been acquired. The clerk then told me 

that when it appeared in the Miami Herald the next day, he said he had calls from 

eleven different law firms in Miami asking for copies of the proceedings. He sent 

them to them, and then within ten days or two weeks after that, Fidel Castro flew 

into New York and they used that same approach to attach the airplane that he 

came in. He said that the ambassador in Miami, his bank account was attacked 

in the same way. So, the suit then was really kind of an incendiary action against 

that. But we collected. We got the money for our clients, and that worked out all 

right. 

P: You mentioned one of the circuit judges and Len Gerald, but who were some of 

the others who were here when you started practicing law and what kind of 

judges were they? 

H: Len Gerald was the first judge that I practiced before. We only had two judges in 

the circuit, Judge Harrison up in Bartow and Len Gerald here. As the circuit 

grew, the judges got to where they were just about run to death. Then we began 

to get more circuit judges. We got a host of them now. I do not know how many 

judges we have. 

P: You mentioned Judge Harrison. What kind of a judge was he? 

H: He was a superb judge, elderly, dignified, gracious. A fine fellow. 

P: And Len Gerald. 

H: Len Gerald was as good a judge as ever came down the pipe, though he was 
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hard on lawyers. I will tell you one little incident. Right after I started practicing 

law, I was appointed to be a guardian ad litum on a suit to quiet title on a lot out 

in Palm Lee Park that had been sold on a tax deed. They brought a suit to quiet 

title, but then you have to appoint a guardian ad litum to check to make sure that 

all the facts are correct and that a default can be taken and that there is no 

interest left in that lot. That is the first time I had been appointed guardian ad 

litum. I heard that Leo Wotitzky had been appointed guardian ad litum on a suit 

that Earl Far had brought to quiet title, so I just decided I would go over and sit in 

back of the judge’s chambers just to see what happened. Earl Far came in from 

Punta Gorda, whom I knew real well, and Leo Wotitzky whom I knew real well. 

Judge Gerald was the judge, and Far presented his case, gave him papers to 

sign a final ________. Judge Gerald came back and looked at Wotitzky and said, 

okay, Mr. Guardian Ad Litum, tell me about it. Leo said well, it is all right I guess. 

He says, you guess? He said, what kind of service of process do they have? He 

said, well, I think it was by publication. He says, you think? He said listen, when 

you are guardian ad litum, you are representing the judge, and said, a judge 

wants to be well represented. He said, he wants you to know all the facts about 

that case. So, he proceeded to lecture to Leo, my friend Leo. Leo squirmed in his 

seat and rubbed his head and whatnot and left there pretty chewed out about 

that. Boy, that scared me to death. My hearing was coming up in about two 

weeks. This was a lot in Palm Lee Park. I got in my car, I drove out there, and I 

looked at that lot. I walked around it, and I made sure it was vacant. There was 

no house or anything else on it. I went back and looked at the file. It was 
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constructive service. I checked the statute, and I had it from A to Z, everything. 

So when I went to the hearing two weeks later, thanks to Leo Wotitzky, we went 

through the same thing and the judge turned to me and says okay, Mr. Guardian 

Ad Litum, tell me about. I told him about it. Vacant lot, ________. I got through, 

and he never said a word. He just signed the file to approve. You learn in 

interesting ways. 

P: Let me ask you [about] a few people who were prominent in Lee County who are 

publicly identified figures. Snag Thompson. 

H: Snap Thompson is a great fellow. Personable, energetic. You could reach him 

day or night if you had a problem. I thought he made a great sheriff.  

P: He was a sheriff a long time–I do not know how many years–and seemed to be 

very popular. 

H: Yes. 

P: But I did not know what kind of law enforcement officer he might have been. 

H: A good law enforcement officers. He had been on the highway patrol and went 

for sheriff. He knew everybody in town. He told me one time, and I think it is the 

truth, you know, there are about twenty or thirty families in this county that I say 

get out of here and stay out of here, and if they left town, and I knew they were 

not coming back, he said, I could let all the deputies go. The science of police 

work, I guess, is to know who the bad people are. 

P: Bill Spear. 

H: Editor of the News Press, a fine mind, fine person. Had great editorials. I thought 
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very highly of Bill Spear. The News Press was owned by the Collier Corporation, 

Baron Collier and that group, up until it was sold to Gannett. Henderson Franklin 

were the retain attorneys for the Collier Corporation, and News Press was one of 

the companies that they represented under the Collier retainership. 

P: Carl Hanton. 

H: I knew Carl Hanton, liked him. Interested in politics. Good editor. Good operator. 

P: Do you think the News Press was a progressive newspaper during that area?  

H: Yes, I do. 

P: And responsible? 

H: Yes, very much so. 

P: Oscar Coreman. 

H: Good mayor. Good man. I know Oscar well. 

P: Do you remember when he was mayor? 

H: Yes, sir. A very progressive mayor. A personal friend. I liked Oscar very much. I 

worked with him diligently on the LeRoy Collins [Florida governor, 1955 to 1961] 

campaign.  

P: You mentioned earlier that you were on the mosquito control board once, and 

you were elected. Is that your only venture into elected politics? 

H: I had one other time when Carl Hanton asked me to run, I think, for the 

Democratic committee against Sam Carson. I had not been out of the law school 

very long, but I ran. I lost that election. Sam Carson was elected. 

P: But you were involved in supporting other candidates. 
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H: Yes, sir. Let us see. I was chairman for one of LeRoy Collins’ campaigns. I was 

chairman for Jack Mathews campaign when he ran for governor. So, I have 

been involved in various political campaigns. 

P: How would you describe your personal political philosophy? 

H: I think I am kind of a moderate conservative. I think honesty. I like integrity. I think 

every man ought to vote. He ought to vote his conscience. I do not go out here 

and wave a red flag on everything and hoot and holler. I think I am kind of a 

moderate. Would you agree with that? 

P: Yes. Are you still a registered Democrat? 

H: Yes, sir. Still a registered Democrat, but I vote for whomever I think is the best 

man for the office. When I grew up, that was the only registration they had in Lee 

County, practically.  

P: Some of the major improvements that certainly contributed to the growth and 

quality in southwest Florida relates to transportation, like Page Field, for 

example, and commercial aviation and the widening of U. S. 41 and the 

construction of I-75. What do you remember about those projects? 

H: I remember them all. I remember Page Field when it had no runway. The first 

plane flight I ever took was out of Page Field. Of course, there were no runways 

out there at that time, but a Ford trimotored plane came in. You could go out 

there and get in a line, and for $1.50, you could get on the plane. It would take off 

and circle the town and come back around. That was the first plane flight I ever 

had, and that was from Page Field. Of course, it developed into an airport in 
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World War II. When the Army took it over, it really did expand then. It got 

runways at that point. Other than that, it was just a grassy runway. 

P: Then, it became the first commercial aviation airport. 

H: Yes, in Lee County. They had another little airport out where the farmers’ market 

is located at the present time, but mainly Piper Cubs were using that as an 

airport. When I was just a child, we all got in a car and went out to Buckingham 

and parked off the Buckingham Road just north of the store where the Ruth 

______ property is located. A big biplane came in from Tampa and landed on 

that field. That was about the first airplane I think I ever saw that landed. I could 

believe it. I was about four or five years old at the time. The other thing I 

remember about a trip. We had an Overland, and we went out to Buckingham 

and on up to La Belle and watched the laying of the cornerstone on the 

courthouse of La Belle. I could not have been more than four years old, five 

years old at the most. I remember that pretty clearly because lots of people from 

Fort Myers went up for the laying of the cornerstone. I guess it was in 1926. That 

is right after the county was established. The people in La Belle had dug a row of 

ditches there in the courthouse area, and they had chicken wire stretched across 

those ditches. In the ditches, they would stack oak and had them burning to 

where they were all hot coals. They were laying pieces of meat on there, and 

they had people on either side with pitchforks turning the meat, cooking the meat. 

It was a big barbecue. That was the day they laid the cornerstone to the 

courthouse. My two older brothers, Earl and Edward, they went off to get 
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involved in a ball game, and I sat there and watched them turn that meat. That is 

what interested me. But it was quite a big occasion. I have since read that they 

had butchered sixteen steers and used that to feed the crowd. Just about half of 

Fort Myers was up there and about everybody in Hendry County. Did you go? 

P: I was not around. One follow up on that about U. S. Highway 41 and I-75, those 

projects were long in coming.  

H: Yes, sir. 

P: How significant were they? 

H: They were very significant. You should have asked Wayne Miller about that 

because before I-75 was built, he headed a committee for the Rotary Club to try 

to get a toll road put in from Fort Myers to Tampa. That evolved into a much 

more practical arrangement to have the interstate brought in. U. S. 41 was the 

connecting link, of course, from Tampa to Fort Myers. Our earliest recollection of 

it was it was a two-lane highway and you would drive on the road. You usually 

drove in the center of the road because there were ditches on each side, and if 

you had a blowout, which were common in those days, you might end up in the 

ditch. If you went to Punta Gorda or Arcadia, you would drive down the middle of 

the road until you saw a car coming in the opposite direction, and then you would 

move over to the right and let him go by. Usually, going from here to La Belle, 

you know, it was kind of heavy if you passed over ten cars. [There were] just very 

few cars. Prior to that time, to go to Punta Gorda, you had to go up past 

Buckingham in the vicinity of Alva and cross the bridge up there and then go up 

through the woods and take what essentially is the State Road 31 to get to 
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Arcadia. My Aunt Nel used to tell me about how they went to Arcadia in World 

War I to see the airplanes that were located at a training field that had been 

constructed in Arcadia in World War I. It was an all day trip. They took the car 

and went up to Alva, crossed the river, and then followed the ridge road north 

until they got out. I guess that is where Carlstrom Field and whatnot is located.  

P: One question I meant to ask, and I overlooked it. When we were talking about  

judges, I wanted to ask about attorneys who you would have known who would 

have been colorful in their approach to the practice of law. 

H: They were all colorful. 

P: Like you mentioned, for example, Lamar Rose earlier, but we were not on the 

tape then.  

H: We have these Pioneer Days in Lee County. The last time I saw Lamar, he was 

at one of these Pioneer Day programs. He was in his nineties at that point. I went 

up and spoke to him and he said, Lloyd, have you heard about them golden 

years? I said yeah. He said, don’t you believe it. His eyesight was about gone, 

but he was still in his nineties. He still had that deep rumbling voice, and he still 

liked to talk and whatnot. I always liked Lamar and enjoyed being with him, 

enjoyed trying cases with him. I will tell you briefly the same story I told you 

before. Lamar handled primarily divorces, criminal cases, extortion cases, libel 

and slander cases, cases of that nature that required a good deal of court action 

and usually were well contested. He tried cases well. He was a good lawyer and 

later ended up being appointed as judge of the court of record here in Lee 

County. But on one occasion, my senior partner Jim Franklin got a call or a 
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letter–I forget which–from California where some people said that they had a libel 

and slander case they wanted brought against an individual and asked him if he 

would handle it. He got back in touch with them and told him that really was not 

his field of activity, h e primarily handled insurance cases and cases of that 

nature, and suggested that they contact Lamar Rose to see if he would be in a 

position to handle it. Lamar took it, got a retainer and then filed a suit in this libel 

and slander case. As some suits do, some suits just do not move fast, and you 

have hearings and you have depositions and you have motions. Suits just kind of 

lag along. Finally in a year, year and a half, two years went by, and the suit had 

never been finalized, and the people in California got very upset with the way it 

was handled. So, they filed a grievance with the Florida Bar, as I understand it, 

over the handling of their case. They did not file the grievance against Lamar 

Rose, who was handling the case, but they filed it against Jim Franklin for 

recommending Lamar Rose, which was kind of a unique approach. [Tape 

interrupted.] Do you want another story on a lawyer?  

P: Yes. 

H: We had a lawyer in town by the name of George Allen, a great lawyer. He was 

not only a lawyer. He was also a C. P. A.  His dad had been a C. P. A. here. 

George was a C. P.  A., and he was also a lawyer. Now, in those days, we had a 

Bar Association. It was strictly believed that if you are going to be a lawyer, be a 

lawyer, but do not be anything else. You cannot be a lawyer and a real estate 

dealer on the side. You cannot be a lawyer and be a C. P. A. on the side or an 
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insurance agent on the side. Law was a very dignified profession and law is a 

jealous mistress, and if you are going to be a lawyer, be a lawyer, and do not do 

anything else. George had his law office. Out in the Collier Arcade, his office was 

in the center. To the left of him, he had a sign which read Allen & Gillum, C. P. 

A.s, and he had a receptionist in that officer. On the other side of him, he had a 

glass window which said, Allen, Canutsin & Schwartz, Attorneys at Lawyer. If 

you wanted to see him as a lawyer, you walked into this law office here, and the 

receptionist sent you to George Allen in the middle and he handled your legal 

affairs. If you wanted a C. P. A., you walked into the other office and said you 

wanted to see a C. P. A., and they would send you in to George. He would take 

care of your income tax returns and whatnot, or he would give you to Rex Gillum. 

Really, he had two offices, different names, different professions. So, the Bar met 

about it. At the Bar Association meeting, Guy Streethorn got up and said now 

listen, we just really cannot have that. We have to tell George that he has got to 

make up his mind, that he either needs to be a C. P. A. or he needs to be a 

lawyer but he just cannot run two offices like that at the same time. So the 

committee met with George and told him he had to make up his mind whether he 

was going to be a C. P. A. or a lawyer and take down one side or the other. He 

elected to take down the C. P. A. sign, and then it just became Allen, Canutsin & 

Schwartz, Attorneys at Law. He spun Rex off into something else, and that was 

the end of his C. P. A. office. I often wondered why he made the election to be a 

lawyer rather than a C. P. A. because a C. P. A. is a good honest profession, 
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nothing wrong with that. One day, the abstracter Bill Hyte came over. I did a lot 

of title work then, and I was attorney for the savings and loan. He said Lloyd, let 

me show you a deed that I have found in the courthouse. I looked at it. He gave 

me a photocopy of it. Allen, Canutsin & Schwartz had taken in a piece of property 

as a fee, and then they had distributed to each other. It came into the _________ 

they distributed the property to each other and gave their respective 

percentages. I saw that, and I said uh oh, I know why he gave up his C. P. A. 

license and decided just to be a lawyer. I made Xerox copies of all of it, and I was 

making a talk to the Bar Association shortly after that. I got up at the Bar 

Association and I had that package of deeds, and I said listen, George Allen you 

know has been a member of this Bar for a long time [and] he wants to stay a 

member of this Bar. When the committee told him he had to either be a C. P. A. 

or a lawyer, he took down his C. P. A. license and became a lawyer. I often 

wondered why he decided just to be a lawyer and forget being a C. P. A.  I said, 

I think I have got the answer here, and I passed them out. I said, when you look 

at this deed, this deed runs from Allen, Canutsin & Schwartz, and it conveys an 

undivided 40 percent to George E. Allen, an undivided 40 percent to Arthur K. 

Canutsin and an undivided 40 percent to George Schwartz, who was their third 

partner. George really was only a 20 percent interest, but he had 40/40/40. I said, 

when I saw that deed, I knew why George Allen decided to cease being a C. P. 

A.  We had a lot of fun in the Bar Association. 

P: You have mentioned one person who made a significant contribution to your life, 
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and that was R. A. Henderson. He certainly helped you at an appropriate time. 

Are there other people who would have helped to shape your life and to assist at 

various times in furthering your career? 

H: R. A. Henderson, of course, was a relative. Jim Franklin was a good lawyer. I 

liked him, and he helped me a lot. He really taught us how to practice law. Parker 

Holt was just a superb lawyer, diligent. He took care of his business. He kept his 

docket book and told me to get one and keep it, just a notebook where you had a 

case, when a client walked in, you put there what you had to do for him and what 

he wanted. He said, then you sit down and every few days, you go through that 

docket book. He said, if you do not know what is the next thing to do, you better 

get that file out, get it down pat, keep it going. He was a great lawyer. Unc 

Starnes was a genial, great personal person. I admired him greatly. When Jody 

and I got married and we decided to build our first house, Parker said listen, you 

go down and talk to the Lee County Bank and you get yourself a commitment for 

a loan, and whatever you do not have, you come back and let me lend you 

something to help. Unc said he would do the same thing. So, the first house we 

built, Parker loaned me half of the initial money, Unc loaned me the other, and I 

gave them a note for each of it. They were great law partners. Snag Thompson 

was an especially good friend of mine. I liked him immensely. Tom Howard and I 

became almost as close as brothers. I worked with him, I guess, thirty or forty 

years while he was president of the savings and loan. He wife still calls me, just 

called me yesterday about some matter she wanted to discuss with me. She 

said, Tommy always said if I had any problems to call you, which I am glad to 
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have them do. I have had some great friends in this town. Good people. 

P: Is there anything else that I should have asked and have not, or anything else 

you want to add? 

H: Vernon, I do not know. We have just about covered the landscape, have we not? 

P: We may have, but you are the better judge for that. 

H: Let me just think through. Hurricanes. They have always been major situations 

here in Lee County. I remember the 1926 hurricane, which was a vicious 

hurricane but we did not have really any substantial damage. We have had small 

hurricanes come through. I remember one year, we had a hurricane in July, 

which did not amount to a whole lot. The 1947 hurricane, I was staying at my 

aunt’s house at 420 Riverside Drive. It came at night, and it was a vicious, 

vicious hurricane. I think the winds were well over 100 miles an hour, but we did 

not have any damage except that it just roared all night long. Interestingly 

enough, she did not put up any storm shutters, but she had screens on the 

outside of all of her windows. Branches and stuff would fall against the screen, 

but she did not lose any windows in that storm. But after the storm was over, 

Dean Park was virtually closed down. Malaluka trees and Australian Pines just 

crisscrossed all the streets in Dean Park. I think the city spent over $500,000 in 

two or three weeks to kind of get those streets straightened out so people could 

get back and forth to them. It was after that Fort Myers passed the first tree 

ordinance. They passed a tree ordinance that prohibited anybody from planting 

an Australian Pine or a Malaluka tree within the city limits, Eucalyptus tree, within 
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the city limits of the city of Fort Myers. I do not know whether that is still in their 

code or not, but they felt it was very beneficial at that time. Hurricane Donna 

came, and we had built the house that Unc Starnes and Parker Holt had helped 

us build. It was an FHA home. We had an FHA loan from the Lee County Bank. 

Bob Lindolen was the contractor. They had an FHA inspector then, a little fellow 

who wore khaki shorts. First time I saw grown men running around in khaki 

shorts. But he was the FHA inspector. He came by every week. He was on 

_________, do this, do this, do this. He would check the rafters to make sure 

they all had tie-downs on him and whatnot. That hurricane came in the morning, 

and I had a barometer. I started checking and writing down the barometer, and I 

have still got those notations as to what it was at 8:00 and then what it was at 

9:00 and what it was at 10:00, and it was dropping precipitously. The wind was 

coming up and the rain was blowing. Finally, the barometer was dropping so fast 

that I changed to half-hour readings, and I would log them every half hour. That 

wind really did howl. Along about 2:00 or 3:00 in the afternoon, it got dark and 

windy and everything else, but we did not have any damage in the house at all. 

At about 2:00, boom, the winds ended. Outside, it began to get bright again. You 

could almost see the sun. just quit blowing completely. Just absolutely still. We 

walked outside, our neighbors all walked outside, and we looked at the damage, 

looked at what trees were down. We walked down towards the river and met our 

friends out on the street. The river was almost devoid of water. You could see the 

channel out in the middle and then the mud banks where the hurricane through 

everything out. An hour and fifteen minutes later, we got the first wind from the 
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opposite direction. It had been coming out of the South and it came out of the 

North, so we all scooted back into the house. We did not know what was going to 

happen. Within fifteen minutes after that, meantime I was logging the barometer 

and it was steady through that period of time, it started back up. We got the wind 

out of the North, and, boy, it just really did blow. We got our first water under the 

door of the house, and we put a towel there in that area. But then, it just howled 

like a banshee right on into dark. That was Hurricane Donna, but the eye was 

over us for one hour and fifteen minutes. I just kept a time of it, the whole thing, 

kept it logged. The next morning, of course, everything was bright and sunny, 

and I had a four-wheel drive...[End of Side 1, Tape B.] ...had built just dozens of 

homes out through there. Every roof was gone in that subdivision. During the lull, 

also, some of the phones were still working and we got a call from my sister. She 

said that she had left and gone over to a neighbor’s house because their roof had 

been blown off. But in checking, they found out that many of these trusses had 

been put on and had just been toenailed in with ten penny nails. They had no 

hurricane straps at all. I have thought that we owed our fortuitous situation to that 

little FHA inspector who came by every week and made sure that the code was 

met. But very few houses in our subdivision in Riverside out here had any 

hurricane damage. 

P: Hurricane Donna hit in this area on Saturday, September 10, 1960, and anybody 

who lived through it certainly remembers it. That is really the last bad one that 

has _________. 

H: Yes, that is the last time we have had hurricane force winds. 
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P: We had them in 1935 and 1936 and 1938... 

H: 1947. 

P: And 1947, but Donna had the highest winds and did the most damage of any 

hurricane in this area. 

H: But you know, our house had no hurricane damage. 

P: Well, you had a well-built house. Anything else you want to add? 

H: There is one small item about wildlife. There was a sawmill out east of Fort 

Myers. I suppose I was six, seven, eight years old at the time. My brother had a 

Model-T Ford, and he wanted to make it into a skeeter, where you take off the 

body and you build a wooden body on it. He liked to mess with mechanics like 

that. He asked me, he said, let’s go drive over that old sawmill site because there 

is some scrap lumber left there and I want to get some lumber to build a skeeter 

with, so I went with him. We got over there, and I stayed down and was walking 

around the base of the sawmill pile looking around. He went up on the sawmill 

pile and was pulling out lumber. The area was surrounded by high palmettos 

about as high as this table, and then beyond that were the railroad tracks and 

there was a house in the far distant future over there. I kept hearing what 

sounded like a baby crying, and I thought maybe it was a baby in the house I 

could see in the distance. Meantime, my brother Ed was getting on top of the 

pile, and all of a sudden, he said hey, Lloyd, look at that big cat over there. I 

turned around and looked, and he threw a board over in that direction in the 

palmettos. Right adjacent close to where I was walking and behind these big 

palmettos, out jumped the biggest panther you ever saw. He just lunged over 
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there after that board fell and leaped across the palmettos and did another big 

leap across the palmettos. There was a fence by the railroad track, and he 

leaped the fence. That was the first wild panther I saw. I sometimes wonder if he 

had not hollered if I would have been panther caught. When he was purring, he 

sounded like a baby crying. 

P: There are fewer and fewer of them today, and I have only seen one in the wild. 

But they are beautiful animals. Thank you very much, Lloyd. [End of Interview.] 


