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B: In Newberry there were just two rooms [in the schoolhouse], and it had . . . Why, 

at first it already had one room, and then they finally put a partition in it and had 
two rooms.  When they had one room [there was] just one teacher.  He taught 
six grades by himself.   

C: [Were] all of the students in the same room? 

B: All the students [were] in the same room.  When he was having class, he just 
came up to the front, and the others were supposed to be studying and not 
paying any attention.  We got a little unruly and were shooting slingshots up at 
somebody or rubber bands at somebody, and he looked up and saw it, and saw 
them laughing.  Why, right before the crowd he saw him up there, and he had 
his chickpin, peach tree switches up there on a rack seasoning for you up there, 
and he would give you so many licks.  "Go back and sit down."   

C: He had a whole bunch of switches up there? 

B: Right up on a rack right over where he shaved.   

J: Who was that? 

B: Well, I do not remember the old principal's [name], but they did it.  I got it myself, 
and it did not kill me.  But now if you were to do that, why, they would beat the 
teacher up and sue the officials. 

C: That is for sure.  But that was when you were a boy going to school in Newberry. 

B: That is when I was a boy.  I got it a good many times.  It did not hurt me.  Of 
course, my folks told the teacher, and I told the teacher the same thing when I 
was grown, as I said to him and some other kids to school.  I said: "Put it on him 
if he needs it.  That is all right.  Put it on him."  Of course, none of them ever 
got it.  They should have it; they should be whipped.  They were not guilty.  
None of them were guilty.  A criminal is not guilty; he will tell you he is not guilty. 

C: Sure.   

B: But it never hurt me.  I am still here [laughter]. 

C: Was this a log school or a frame building? 
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B: Just a frame building; it was a wooden frame building. 

C: What kind of heat? 

B: Well, we had a wood heater. 

C: Did you boys have to chop the wood? 

B: No, I do not think we chopped the wood.  We would have if Daddy told us to do 
it.  We swept up the school.  There was a list [of chores that needed to be done] 
later on, and we had to sweep the school this week on these certain days.  
Nobody had any objection to the clean-up.  We took the wood in.  But I do not 
think we had to chop any wood.  If it had been whatever was handy and we had 
the things to do it with, if he had said, "Chop it," why, we would chop it. 

C: Where was that school located? 

B: It is across the railroad, about two blocks from the railroad. 

J: [A street map is fetched] ____. 

B: Oh, this street here going down here.  This is 1st Avenue.  From the railroad it 
would be about a block and a half to two blocks from that crossing there that 
way.  It was all wooded out there.  What would you call the building? 

J: Just a rectangle. 

B: Rectangle.  Just a rectangle building like a straight store.  Then it had one 
room. 

J: It had two. 

C: And they just put up a partition and made two rooms? 

B: Yes, and then they had two teachers [laughter]. 

C: How old were the teachers?  How old do you think the teachers were?  Were 
they men or women teachers? 

B: Men.  Well, all the principals were men.  No, I take it back.  I take that back. 

J: The pharmacy. 

B: My first teacher was a lady.  She was not old.  They were not old men.  My first 
teacher was a lady.  But she did not teach but six grades, till later on when they 
moved the school and built over here, [he points to the map] the wooden building 
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north in the southwest part of the city.  That was a wooden building.  Also it had 
four rooms in it.  We liked it with four.  It might have been more; I do not 
remember.  But someone burned it up a year or two [later].  I do not know who 
it was.  They suspect it was Woody.  There was something about the school he 
did not like or something. 

C: An arsonist. 

B: It was a new school building, too, a nice school.  They burned it down.  Then 
later they gave it to the city.  The school board gave to the city that two-story, 
red-brick building out there where the school is now.  I do not know whether you 
have been out there or not. 

C: No, I have not.   

B: You talk about a red-brick schoolhouse.  It was two stories, strong, well built. 

C: Sturdy. 

B: You want to get out of a hurricane, why, you go down there and get in that 
building and you would be all right.  It might blow the roof off, but [that would be 
it.] 

C: What year was that built? 

B: I do not have any head for history.  Do you remember when that history was? 

J: I think it was 1908 [when] they finally decided [to build the school]. 

B: That is about right.  I am bad on dates, and he is a historian.  He is all right.  
He remembers dates. 

C: What years were you going to school in the old one-room building? 

B: I went down here; that is where I first went to school, to first grade.   

J: About 1901. 

B: I was born in 1894, so in 1900 I would be six years old.  About 1900. 

C: OK.  So during the first decade of the twentieth century. 

B: Yes.   

J: That is when Newberry was started.  ____.  Up until then they had other 
one-room schools.  They were very common everywhere.  They had at least 
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one east of here, in Jonesville.  There was another one down in ____, and there 
were some others scattered around.  I do not know how far apart they usually 
had them, but probably every five miles or so. 

C: Within walking distance of where the people lived. 

J: Right. 

C: When was the high school added? 

B: [He points to the map.]  Right over here, southwest of the city lights?  I do not 
know. 

J: The first graduating class was 1922.   

B: The first graduating class? 

J: Nineteen twenty-two, so, you see, it was several years [later]. 

B: You are talking about the high school. 

J: Yes.  He wanted to know when they added the high school.  See, up until then 
they had to go away somewhere. 

C: There was one grade one to six, right? 

J: Yes, or one to eight.  

B: It was not one to six then.  It went to tenth.  See, my folks sent me off to school. 
 I went to Lake City.  I went off to school, to college, but they took two years of 
high school, eleventh and twelfth grades. 

C: And then you went to college. 

B: I did get ten grades here, see, and then I went off to school and stayed two years 
to finish the high school before college. 

C: In Lake City. 

B: Yes. 

C: Was that Florida Agricultural College? 

B: No.  That it was Columbia College.  It was a Baptist college.  In other words, 
they pulled out of Stetson University.  Way back their directors or some of them 
got sore with the president, and most of the men that handed money to them in 
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south Florida ____.  They pulled out, and they started Columbia College.   

Later on the school would give you a BA degree; you could get a BA or a BS 
degree there.  A lot of honorable men went there.   

I went to Wake Forest, North Carolina.  I was going to study medicine.  They 
give two years of medicine at Wake Forest and a BS degree in two years of 
medicine, so I went to Wake Forest intending to study medicine.   

C: Did you get sidetracked? 

B: No.  Sickness.  ____ fall.  I had stiff knees and was taken sick.  He was 
paralyzed; [he had] had a stroke.  I was the only child, and there was nobody to 
take care of things, so I did not get to stay up there but a year and a half.   

The second year I went to the University of Florida and finished up the second 
year of the courses I was taking.  That was the end of my college career. 

C: What year was that? 

B: Let me see.  It was just before World War I.  World War I was nineteen what? 

C: Well, the war began in Europe, I guess, in 1914, and then the United States 
[became involved] in 1917. 

B: That is right: 1914.  I was up there when [President Woodrow] Wilson was 
inaugurated.  I went to the inauguration.  Of course, a bunch of us went to 
Washington, and the train went right through Raleigh right on to Washington.  
So I went up there to the inauguration. 

C: And you were there. 

B: I was there.  Then the war broke out.  Wilson promised the people we would not 
have war.  Of course, we never know what is going to happen.  That was 1914 
when it broke out.  It lasted four year; in 1918 it was over. 

C: Did you fight in the war? 

B: No.  When I finished there, see, I was taking a pre-med course.  I was taking a 
lot of chemistry.  I took chemistry in high school.  We had a drug store, see, and 
I had a sickness, and I had to come home.  So I just took a course in pharmacy. 
 I went up to Macon, Georgia.  There is the Rex Morris School of Pharmacy up 
there.  He said he would pass you in six months.  He was real good in the 
pharmacy, I will tell you, back in those days.  It is different now.   
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I laugh about these boys going four years to study pharmacy to count pills and 
tablets and to tear labels off of bottles.  They give a lot of different studies and 
science and things they do not use at all over there behind the prescription 
counter.  They do not need it.   

Anyway, I went and took six months over there in Macon, Georgia, in the Rex 
Morris School of Pharmacy.  I passed the state of Georgia and I passed the 
state of Florida. 

C: The pharmacy exam? 

B: The pharmacy exam.  So I made myself a pharmacist, which I never liked 
anyway.  But I ran a drug business for about fifty years over there.  Of course, I 
did other things.  I farmed.  I had a farm, and I had people farm for me.  I 
always had cows and cattle, so I just did other things on the side.  I did not like 
to stay in the drug store. 

C: You liked to get out in the open. 

B: I stayed in there to do business,  but I never did like it.  

C: Did you own a big farm? 

B: Well, it was called a big farm back in them days.  It was 240 acres and could 
spread out to 500-some acres, about 600 acres.   

C: That is pretty big.  And you had livestock.  Did you grow crops, row crops? 

B: We raised a lot of hogs back then.  I did most of my farming by half profits then.  
You had to have half profits way back, so I had some good half profits.  I let 
them work and gave them half.  Except the cattle.  They did not have anything 
to do with the cattle.  But they got half the hogs. 

J: We did not have any cattle then.  They grew tobacco, too.  Until the last few 
years, that was the mainstay for most farmers around here.  This is about as far 
south as they grow it.  They grew a little bit farther on down in Marion and 
Sumter [counties], but this is as far as they grow on any scale. 

C: Grow it effectively.  But the town began as a phosphate town? 

J: Yes.   

C: Did agriculture eventually take that over, or did it remain [a phosphate town]? 

B: There was not any agriculture back during the phosphate days.  During the 
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phosphate days he is talking about, when I was a boy growing up, they had 
developed agriculture after the phosphate industry stopped.   

See, World War I stopped the phosphate industry. 

C: It just died out? 

B: See, the Germans used all the phosphate. 

C: So they were not going to export phosphate to Germany. 

B: Not when we were fighting the Germans. 

J: That is for sure. 

C: Even though we sold them the wheat. 

B: See, what happened [before the war is] we shipped all the phosphate to 
Germany because Germany had the potash, world potash.  They were the 
potash of the world.  We did not know where we had any at all or not.  In fact, 
we have some in New Mexico.  So we shipped the phosphate to Germany, and 
Germany used the phosphate to make their fertilizer.  They called it Kanit.  See, 
that was when the South was such big cotton growers.  They shipped it right to 
the United States in the form of Kanit.  It was a fertilizer, but they called it [Kanit]. 
 The cotton farmers used most of that fertilizer to fertilize their cotton.  So that is 
the way it worked.   

Then when we got in the war with Germany, why, naturally we did not [ship any 
more to them].  They could not get it, and we did not sell it to them.  When the 
World War was over, why, of course, there was no Germany.  All of the banks 
closed. 

C: They did not have a market anymore. 

B: Polk County in south Florida took the market, because they discovered 
phosphate.  It was not a good grade. 

C: Down in Dunnellon and Bartow. 

B: On the surface.  They just scooped it up.   

J: And Bartow. 

B: Over in Polk [it was] five or six or eight or ten feet under the surface, and all this 
rock here was thirty-five [to] forty feet under the ground.  There are big pits over 
in the back out in here, enormous pits forty to fifty down and full of water.  They 
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go down below the water level.  But it was a better grade; we had a better grade 
of phosphate. 

C: It was harder to get to. 

B: It was harder.  It cost so much to get to, and in Polk County, why, there was no 
expense to get it--just take the bulldozers or some machinery and scoop it up.  
This was harder to get to.  So we had so much down there in Polk County and, 
see, they are still mining.  They are still mining down there.  Of course, they 
have ruined a lot of country down there.  It is mighty bad if you ever go down 
there and look at it right around Mulberry. 

J: You have been around there, around Mulberry? 

B: Have you been there? 

C: Yes. 

B: I think they are trying to make them [clean it up], renovate it.   

J: Reclaim all that.  It is not a simple matter. 

C: No, it sure is not.   

J: See, Mulberry is just right in all those pits. 

B: It is right in the middle of it. 

J: They have reclaimed some of it. 

B: Well, when I went to study pharmacy in Macon I have pictures of my roommates, 
and one of them was from Mulberry.  Some of those boys worked in the 
drugstore, see.  [It was common to] work in a drugstore for a year or two and try 
to learn [the business] as a proprietor's helper.  They went up there to school, so 
I remember one boy there from Mulberry, and one boy from Lakeland, and one 
boy from Jacksonville.  The boy from Jacksonville finally worked for the state of 
Florida in the pharmacy.  You know old Ruth was checking his license  But back 
in those days a pharmacy was just as different then as it is now. . . .I don't know. 

J: Well, now they use all the organic chemicals. 

B: Well, that is right. 

J: And then it was just natural . . . 

B: Herbs and barks.   
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J: Like the Indians used. 

B: All the drugs came from herbs and barks.  Not many ____.  You had what you 
call chanches, food extracts, or electric. They were macerated.  You take the 
barks and the roots and the different things that came out--the natural plants and 
so forth--and use alcohol and get the substance out of the plants, the fluid 
extracts and tinctures.  The doctors wrote the prescriptions, and the pharmacist 
had to fill it.  He would say fluid extracts or tincture or fluid extract of that, and 
then QS four ounces of some liquid, see, that the pharmaceutical houses 
manufactured.   

J: They did not have all those organic chemicals then. 

C: No, they sure did not. 

B: Druggists had to make a lot of emulsions and poly ____ things.  He made a lot 
of water, and he made this and made that.  All I can observe of pharmacists is 
they go back there with a prescription, and he counts it in a bottle.  He counts 
the tablets or the capsules.  A dozen or two will cost you five, six, ten, twenty 
dollars.   

J: They did not have the antibiotics they have today.  People just died unless they 
had the resistance and built up the immunity to survive.  They did not have any 
penicillin. 

B: No, they did not.  There is no question that science has come a long way in 
saving lives from the time when I practiced pharmacy.  But I am talking about 
the facts of pharmacy--the antibiotics. 

J: If you had a ruptured appendix, you died.  That was all there was to it.   

C: How many doctors were in town then? 

B: At one time there was a black doctor when the mines were running.  There were 
four I know. 

J: Where was he educated? 

B: Right down here in ____. 

J: Was he educated, though? 

B: I never did ask him. 

J: New Orleans, I guess, or Atlanta. 
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B: He was a ____ black.  He was black as the ace of spades. 

J: I wonder if they admitted him in the medical college of South Carolina. 

B: [Mr. Barry looks over to his friend sitting nearby.]  Where are you going? 

U: Time to go home.  

B: Tell Miss Ellie I said hello. 

U: I will do that.  I tried to make her come ____ here, but she is scared of the rain.  
[laughter] 

B: She will appreciate your stopping by Paul. 

U: Well, I enjoyed it. 

J: You know, I never had thought about that, but in fact I do not think I heard him 
say that there was a black one here before.  In that early day, do you suppose 
they did admit blacks to the medical college of South Carolina?  That is about 
the oldest one in the South that I know of. 

B: I wish I had asked that black where he went to school. 

C: I bet they went to Tuskegee [Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama] or some kind of 
black school. 

J: Was Tuskegee operating then?  I guess it was. 

C: Well, I guess Tuskegee would have been [founded] in the early 1900s. 

J: Did they give a medical degree at Tuskegee? 

C: I do not know, but I would very surprised if they would have educated a black 
doctor at a white school.   

J: That is what I was wondering about.  The University of Alabama had a medical 
school beginning when?  Long after that.  Long time after that. 

B: Well, he could have gone to any northern school if he had had the money to do it. 
 Now, that would have been a good story.  I do not know if that is what had 
happened.  I would like to know myself just how he got [his medical degree]. 

J: I honestly believe he would have gone to New Orleans. 

B: He was writing prescriptions. 
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J: Or Atlanta or north Charleston.  I do not much believe so. 

C: No. 

B: Well, you know there were a lot of slaves got away from the South and went 
North.  There were a lot of them.  I read in the history of the day. 

J: He could have gone to ____. 

C: Sure, that is possible, or he could have gone to England or somewhere even. 

J: Well, that is possible.  He could have gone to England.  That is right. 

B: Well, there were a lot that crossed over into Canada. 

J: Yes, they could have gone to England. 

B: See, he was a real black. 

J: West Indians, you know in past years used to go to England.  

B: Back in 1906 my daddy was visiting, and he was a country doctor.  He died 
when I was thirteen years old.  Let's see.  Daddy, ____.  There was Ruffin 
Getsen.  Four.  Dr. House--five.  I do not know whether Hal and Ruffin Getsen 
were here at the same time or not.  There were four white doctors and that black 
at one time.  That is five.  You can imagine this town having that many.  And 
there were as many as four drugstores on that street.  There was a big barroom 
right there across the railroad. 

C: So the town was really booming then? 

B: It had the money.  Gainesville was a dull, dull town.  [laughter]  And the railroad 
went through here.  Gainesville never has had a main railroad.  Did you know 
that? 

C: I did not know that.   

B: You did not know that.  Gainesville people had to come in and catch the 
passenger trains.  Special trains came through here going south. 

J: See, the University probably did not have more than 300 or 400 students, I do 
not imagine. 

C: No, not back then. 

J: See. 1905 to 1916 there were not many people in Florida.  Have you ever been 
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down to the Alachua County Medical Society office on 2nd Avenue South?   

C: No. 

J: Well, they have some interesting information on the medical history of Alachua 
County I think you would like to see.  I think they had, I believe, only two doctors. 
 This is not too much related to school.  They had two doctors for Newberry.  In 
fact, his father was one of them, and the other one was Dr. Thomas McCloud.   

B: The Pinellas Special used to come through here going to Tampa, Clearwater, St. 
Petersburg, and all the big tourists all came through here. 

J: The "winter" trains. 

B: They all came through here.  That seaport had a main line, but it came through 
Waldo and missed Gainesville, so Gainesville did not have anything but a 
branch. 

C: Was that Mr. Plant's railroad that came through here? 

B: No, this was not.  It was the main line. 

J: He asked if this was a Henry B. Plant railroad. 

C: Mr. Plant, the railroad man. 

B: Oh, the Plant system. 

J: Plant.  Plant City.  He built the Tampa Bay Hotel. 

B: He built Plant City.  That is named after him.  They called it Plant system, and 
on the east coast it was the [Henry] Flagler system.  Flagler on the east coast, 
Plant system on the west coast. 

C: So when you came back after you finished at the University and then after the 
war, did you take over the family business as the pharmacist? 

B: Yes, that is right. 

C: Did the town change after the phosphate industry left? 

B: Well, yes.   

J: It changed, all right. 

C: Can you tell me about that? 
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B: Things were tough.  After the phosphate mines closed down, why, Newberry 

was a ghost town. 

J: It has had a lot of ups and downs.  It is still having them.  There are a lot of 
buildings that have been demolished that are not here, brick buildings and so 
forth.   

B: There was no bankruptcy.  They just pulled up and left. 

J: The bank, though, was established in 1906, and it has never since closed.  It is 
still here.  Of course, now they have a lot of competition from the Gainesville 
banks.  Every one of them has opened an office here.  Barnett has one.  They 
never had any until this year--an office in town here.  They had to compete with 
the other banks, of course.   

C: What happened in the drug business after the economy changed? 

B: Well, I had been farming.  I closed that drug business up.   

C: And you were the only druggist after that? 

B: No.  There was another fellow right down in this block.  See, we had two or 
three fires in this town. 

J: It is not there.  They tore that down.   

B: They tore it down.  Well, they had a fire there too, but they tore that down.  L. E. 
Harris--he was a pharmacist, and he is down in this block right over here.  So we 
were both about to starve to death.  Of course, I had a farm and he did not. 

C: What was his name? 

B: Harris.  He is dead now.  So he was about to starve to death, and I would have. 
 He was not good in business.  So finally he said: "I cannot make a living.  You 
have the farm, so I will just sell out to you and just let you have it.  I will sell it to 
you."  He did not have much to sell.  He had showcases and stuff and a few 
things.  He did not have many drugs.  He got his drugs wholesale.  Back in 
those days we bought everything from the wholesale drug houses.  Now, they 
knew us quite well personally, so they told him: "Well, we will set you up in 
Clearwater.  You will move down there.  There is an opening down there, and 
we will set you up."  So I bought him out, and he went to Clearwater and opened 
up a drugstore in Clearwater.  

C: What else did you sell in your drugstore?  Was it just a pharmacy, or did you sell 
[other things as well]? 
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B: He just sold out or walked out and left his business.  I just bought [his share]. 

J: He said what else did you sell? 

B: Oh!  In the drugstore? 

C: Yes. 

B: Oh, we had a soda fountain.  We did not have any drinks over back in those 
days.  The drugstores had soda fountains. 

J: It was a popular meeting spot.   

B: We had big bar-like stools and everything.  There was no beer or anything like 
that, only soft drinks. 

J: You would not believe how well stocked the store was.  It actually was in some 
ways better furnished than any of them in Gainesville.  It was just as well 
furnished, and in some ways better, than any that I ever saw.  There have may 
have been at some other time some that I did not see, but it was well furnished.  
It was beautifully furnished. 

C: That is great. 

B: Well, the bar had a back bar and a big mirror in the back. 

J: They had a beautiful soda fountain. 

C: Who jerked the sodas? 

B: I jerked many a glass, five cents a glass [laughter].  See, back in those days [we 
served] strawberry, vanilla, chocolate sodas, and that was five cents a glass. 

J: They had soda jerkers that worked in there. 

B: Well, I had a soda jerker. 

J: His mother worked in there. 

B: [She] worked the soda fountain.  I did not do that.  Of course, I would do if I was 
in a rush or something.  I knew how to do it, and I did it. 

J: They had all these bentwood chairs with the cane bottoms. 

B: And tables all over there, and you sat down and [ate your] ice cream.  Teachers 
came from the schoolhouse in the afternoon.  There was no place to go but the 
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drugstore.  Drugstores had the soda fountains. 

J: Everybody came to the drugstore for [sodas, ice cream, what have you]. 

B: Exchange ideas and conversation and all that. 

J: Social gatherings.  It was a pretty popular.  It was the only place really for that.  

C: Yes. 

B: Coca-Cola was five cents a glass.  We served [that].   

C: When were you married, Mr. Barry? 

B: I married the year that the war was over.  My wife is house-ridden now.  She 
has arthritis and cannot leave the house.  Eighteen from 1984 is how much? 

J: Sixty-six years ago. 

B: Sixty-five, is it not? 

C: Did you marry a Newberry girl? 

B: No, Trenton. 

C: Trenton? 

B: Well, Gilchrist County was Alachua County then.  Did you know that? 

C: Yes, up until 1925. 

J: Yes.  It is a shame that the legislature created all these little counties.  That is 
really unfortunate.  Of course, in that case, Alachua County never really did 
_______ that, but I still think they should merge some of these smaller counties, 
not necessarily with large ones.   

C: They are just so small and so poor. 

J: [They are] entirely too small.  It does not even make sense why they did it.  
Most of them are in the north, too.  Of course, there are a few in the south like 
Glades, but they are larger areas--Glades, in particular, I think, and Hendry.  But 
most of them are in the north. 

B: Well, Union County and Bradford should never have been divided. 

J: Union and Bradford.  Did you know that was once New River County? 
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C: No, I did not know that. 

J: Yes.  They should have let them merge and form New River again out there. 

C: How did you meet your wife? 

B: [Laughter] Well, she had kinfolks living here in Newberry, and she was visiting 
them.   

J: Newberry was way ahead of Trenton in that day.  There was not anything in 
Trenton.  I remember when there was nothing there.  I mean, even after it was 
the county seat of Gilchrist, there were no people out there.  I do not know what 
the population was when they created that county, but I doubt it was more than 
1,500 people.  I do not imagine Trenton had more than 200 or 300.  We used to 
go to Grandmother's.  That was ages ago, of course, but there was not anything 
there.  There was no comparison with Newberry. 

B: Well, we had better get along.  It is late, and he has been here a long time.  
What do you want to know?  Do you want to go right up the line, or what do you 
want to do? 

C: Sure.  When did you become a school trustee? 

B: Well, after I was married and started raising a family.  I do not know what year it 
was.  It was about 1924 or 1925 or 1930 or something like that.  Back in those 
days they had trustees for the schools instead of – Well, they had the school 
board, too.  The trustees ran the school in their district.  Take a Newberry 
school here.  The trustees had all the say.  The school board members did not.  
Well, I do not know if we ever had a school board or not.  I think we did. 

C: Yes, there was a school board. 

B: But the superintendent back then had so little to do.  Why, he did not have 
probably but one bookkeeper to keep the books.  He traveled around and visited 
the schools.  The trustees ran each district.  Whatever they wanted to do, why, 
they generally did it.  They had all of the say about hiring the teachers for that 
particular school.  They had all the say in it.  They let the trustees hire them.   

C: When you were first elected, did you have political campaign?  Did you have an 
opponent or anything, or did you just put your name in to be a trustee and they 
elected you? 

B: [Laughter] You know, I really do not remember, to tell you the truth. 

J: Now, that is a good question. 



AL 90 
Page 17 
 
B: That is the sixty-dollar question!  I think that there probably was.  I do not really 

believe that we had any talk about it.  It was like a consensus of the public. 

J: I do not much believe that the superintendant appointed him. 

C: No, there was an election.  There was an election every two years.   

B: They elected the superintendent, too.  The superintendent was elected. 

C: Yes.  And they also elected trustees every two years, and they set the millage in 
their district as well. 

J: The trustees set the millage? 

C: No.  The electors decided every two years what the millage would be for that 
year. 

B: I do not remember just how it was, but I was a trustee eighteen years.  That was 
a long time, wasn't it. 

C: Yes, that was a long time. 

J: The property appraiser's office set the millage, and then they voted on it?  Is that 
what they did?  

C: Well, the trustees would make the budget for how much they thought they would 
be spending in that two-year period, and then the assessor would determine how 
much money it would have to raise in order to have that budget.  Then the 
county would vote.  There was a limit.  At first it was three mills up until 1923. 

B: I knew it was three. 

C: Then it was raised to ten mills.  They would put a recommended millage on the 
ballot, and then the electors would vote.  That could be adjusted; the board 
could adjust that as need be. 

B: Well, I think that is right. 

J: If they built a school or a school building in a district, the people were assessed, 
or they just had within the bounds of that district a bond issue to build that school. 

B: Taxes. 

J: You wanted it countywide. 

C: No, it was not. 



AL 90 
Page 18 
 
U: [A woman who has been listening quietly to the interview gets up to leave.]  I 

have to go.  

B: You come back.   

Each district was taxed.  This district over here did not pay the taxes.  We paid 
for what we got. 

C: Yes.  There was a county maintenance millage and then a millage within the 
district.  That was a big argument for when they eventually did away with the 
districts was that it was so unequal that some districts had the tax base.  They 
could tax themselves at a particular rate and have a very good school, whereas 
like the Jonesville district could tax the heck out of themselves and still not make 
the money and would not have not nearly as good a school as Newberry.  So 
eventually the districts were done away with for that reason. 

B: The trustees built the first real high school down here, and you know this bunch 
since I have been off the board . . . 

[End A1] 

J: – preserve the older buildings.  They demolished nearly all of the ____.   

C: That is a shame.  Just because something is old does not mean that it is not any 
good anymore. 

J: Yes.  Well, just like here.  The high school building they demolished was really 
pretty nice.  You would be surprised.  It was worth preserving just for its 
architectural features.  Well, now the school could use it.  They would not have 
all of these portable classrooms.   

C: Mr. Barry, what was the job of the trustees?  How often did you meet? 

B: Well, I know we met once or twice a month, but I do not remember if we met any 
more often than that unless there was something special.  Of course, we met at 
least once or twice a month, and in the fall.  We met in the summertime.  We 
had to select the teachers, and of course the teachers made application, and we 
generally always had a meeting.  Why, the teachers that had applied, we did not 
know some of them.  Quite a few of them we already knew, see, but if a stranger 
would come in, why, we would have to have a lawyer swear her in, and [we 
would] meet with her then. 

C: You can interview. 

B: Of course, we had to get clearance from the superintendent to know whether 
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they were qualified.  Of course, qualifications then were not like it is now.  There 
is a lot of difference in their qualifications.  We tried to get teachers that had as 
good of qualifications as we could. 

C: Did you hire local teachers from Newberry? 

B: Yes, we hired local teachers if they were available.  There were a lot of local 
teachers.  Lots were raised around here, and we knew the parents.   

C: Would you have preferred a local teacher over someone else, you think? 

B: Well, no, not necessarily.  We did not have too many that stayed right here in 
this town.  Of course, maybe they would be out in the surrounding towns close 
by, like High Springs or Fort White.  I remember we had two girls from Fort 
White.  There is nothing to Fort White.  They were raised out in the country.  
You might say they were country girls.  When they were going to school.  All of 
them were in close proximity: twenty or thirty or forty miles, some of them.   

C: How long did a teacher stay in Newberry? 

B: Well, some of them stayed quite awhile.  We had two or three or four of them, 
and they stayed . . . Well, we had one teacher who stayed most all of her life 
teaching here, teaching the lower grades.  They all liked it.  She was head of all 
the ____.  She was just a taskmaster in her line.  Of course, most of these 
teachers we had back in those days were right young; they were young.  And 
[we had] plenty of single girls then.  Now most every woman you hire is married. 
 But there were not many married women that applied to teach.  All of them 
were single.  A lot of those girls got married after they went into teaching. 

C: Did they stay teachers once they got married? 

B: No.  Back then as a rule they got married, and their husbands made the living 
and they raised the family.  They had families back in them days.  Now, why, it 
is entirely different.  This one girl taught school.  When they got married, why, 
they did not work anymore. 

C: How big was the school when you first became a trustee?  How many grades? 

B: Well, we had at full time twelve grades then. 

C: Did you have twelve teachers? 

B: Yes, we had a teacher to teach each grade. 

C: What was the curriculum like? 
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B: Well, the curriculum was set up by the superintendent.  He did all of the setting 

up of the curriculum.  Of course, the basics were way back--reading, writing, and 
arithmetic.  We did not have a lot of studies like they have now.  We had ____ 
history.  We had Latin; we studied Latin.   

C: English? 

B: Oh, yes.  Naturally, we had English.   

C: Math?  Mathematics? 

B: Mathematics.  And they used to have a lot of spelling bees. 

C: Did people come out for that?  Did the town come to the spelling bees? 

B: Well, not the whole town.  It was not that many people who would come out.  
Only those who were interested.  It was more interesting to pupils and students 
because they chose equal sides and stood opposite one another.  On Friday 
afternoons they had what they called a spelling bee.  But I thought they learned 
a lot because so many college graduates now cannot write and cannot spell.  A 
lot of them have jobs, and you are supposed to know how to spell. 

C: They cannot do it. 

B: They have to take the dictionary and keep it in their hip pocket all the time to try 
to find out how to spell.  If they do not have time, why, generally it is spelled 
wrong.  But I had those spelling bees, and it helped me, because I am pretty 
good now on spelling.  I think about it.  I read the papers, and sometimes I see 
a few errors in the Paper Mint.  Where they put an e or an a or an i it is hard to 
remember. 

C: Yes.  You should be an editor, then. 

B: Just you might say comprehensible or something like that.  Some of them want 
to spell it with an a instead of an i.  Dependable gets all mixed up and different 
words like that.  That is the reason you hear people talking now about all these 
teachers.  As much money as we have spent on public schools they could not 
read nor write.  That is what they are out yelling now.  They cannot read nor 
write.   

C: When did they start getting things like business or agriculture or art, music, and 
that sort of thing? 

B: That [goes] way back.  I think that is probably . . . 
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C: Do you think in the 1950s or the 1940s? 

B: Well, yes, I would say [it was] somewhere around in the 1940s or 1950s when we 
started having ag[riculture] teachers teaching that.  Most of the boys came off of 
the farm anyway, but a lot of them did not.  They had started ag teaching.  We 
built the ag building down here at this school.  It must have been in the 1950s, I 
reckon.  It is hard for me to remember dates.  Now, he might tell you that.  [Mr. 
Barry looks over at J.]  [We are] talking about when they started the ag teachers. 

J: Oh, you mean here? 

B: Yes. 

J: Oh, I think it was about 1939.   

C: We were just saying how it seemed like the curriculum, when your father went to 
school and also when you first became a trustee, was pretty classical, [with] Latin 
and English and mathematics and all kinds of things. 

J: Oh, yes.  It was for a long time after that the curriculum was more . . . 

B: Well, I studied algebra, and that is math. 

J: Oh, yes.  It was more I guess what they term a traditional curriculum, like many 
of the private schools have today.  Some of the more expensive ones require 
more courses of English and math and foreign language.  They definitely were 
the same way for a long time. 

C: Do you think the people welcomed the changes when you started to get a 
broader curriculum? 

B: I think they did.   

J: I think they did, but I think at a later time they came to think that there were too 
many of what they termed frills.  And maybe not so much that, but the state 
became more lax in requirements for graduation.  They did not require as much 
math or English and no foreign language.  I think until recently in this county 
they required at least three years, I think, of math, whereas the state did not.  
Some counties did not.  Of course, you had English grammar and literature 
every year, and the math courses, like algebra.  You certainly had at least two 
years of algebra.  Most students would have plain geometry, anyway, if nothing 
else, and maybe some business math or something.  See, later on they did not 
require all of that.  But now they are going back to it.   

C: So before they had a lot of electives and things like that, and now they are 
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starting to get away from that. 

J: Yes.   

B: You talk about writing.  Of course, when I was going to school they had what 
they called Copy Rules.  We had a certain hour or half an hour that we had to 
write; we had to copy.  It was already written in these copy books, and we had to 
write what was written in our hand.  

C: Did you write on a slate? 

B: That is why we learned how to write good back then. 

J: Did you have a slate when you started? 

B: No, I did not use a slate.  Some of them had slates; a lot of them had slates.  
But I always had paper.  A lot of them did not have money to buy paper, and 
they used a lot of slates.  But not on the copy books, because we had to have a 
copy book.  See, it was a book about like 10x4 or something. 

J: It just showed you how to form [the letters]. 

B: Well, certain words were written words and sentences, see, by hand, and we had 
to copy the style, the way that was written.  It was written by hand, and 
underneath it we copied like it was written, the letters and all. 

C: That is how you learned handwriting. 

B: Yes. 

J: [He asks Mr. Charbonnet]  Are you a graduate of Melbourne High? 

C: No, I am not.  I went to one of those private schools! 

J: What kind of private school? 

C: It was a Catholic school. 

J: Oh, you should have the curriculum, because they did have it.  Which one? 

C: It is just called Melbourne Catholic. 

J: Oh.  Do you know Melbourne High had a space problem again.  They built a 
new Melbourne High School I guess where it is now.  It was considered an 
example, I think, for new schools to follow.  The ____ sent the school board here 
to inspect the school and study their curriculum, because they were building a 



AL 90 
Page 23 
 

new Gainesville High at the time.  I think Melbourne enjoyed quite a reputation 
for a long time afterwards, and maybe still does, for its technical curriculum.  Is 
that true? 

C: Yes, it is.  And they went to an ungraded [system]; it was all satisfactory, 
unsatisfactory. 

J: Yes, that is right.  I remember that.  That is one of the things that they were 
concerned about. 

C: Who were the other trustees, Mr. Barry?  Do you remember who the other men 
were who served with you? 

B: Well, Dr. S. A. Hussie would be dead.  He was willing. 

C: Dr. Hussie was on the school board, all right.  Do you remember who the local 
trustees were here in Newberry? 

B: Yes.  Hussie was a local trustee. 

C: Hussie was here before you moved to Gainesville? 

B: He was a dentist here. 

C: Ah.  OK. 

B: He was dentist.  That is where he started practicing dentistry. 

C: I did not know that. 

B: Things got quiet, and he went to Gainesville.  You did not know that? 

C: No, I did not. 

B: I did not know you knew him.   

C: Who else? 

B: Well, I think C. B. May was a merchant here. 

C: And D. W. Holder was at one time.   

J: D. W. Holder and C. B. Evans. 

B: D. W. Holder was one of them. 
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I will see you.  You are getting ready to go.  You are going to leave what time? 

U2: Five o'clock in the morning. 

J: Bill, I am going to leave this phone number and ____ here for you. 

B: OK.  You all be careful. 

Let's get through this thing now.  He talks too much. 

C: OK [laughter].  Do you think you were a pretty prominent person in Newberry 
back then?  Have you ever considered yourself prominent? 

B: I do not know.  I never tried to be conceited.  I do not know if I was or not.  
They let me keep the job.  I do not know whether they thought I was or if I did 
any good.  That is a long time the be a trustee--eighteen years.  I was 
employed by the governor on the school board.   

C: Fuller Warren appointed you? 

B: I served thirteen years there.  Of course, I witnessed things from being a trustee. 
 They eliminated the trustees, and then the school board member represented 
the whole county.  Of course, we were elected from the districts.  You had the 
school board like they still do represent, but they are not supposed to represent 
just that district.  You are supposed to be a board member for the whole county. 
 But there is a lot of difference since I got off the school board in the way they 
operate.  Of course, the county has grown quite a bit.  A dispute about blacks 
came up and busted the blacks, and integration and all of that.  I got out of it just 
to keep a word with it [laughter].  It finally got solved quite well, and I am glad to 
know that.   

C: Was there a black school here in Newberry? 

B: Yes, there was a black school. 

C: What was it like? 

B: Well, the blacks had a school down here.  They got a playground down there 
now.  I do not think it had over two or three rooms. 

C: Was it a brick building? 

B: No.  It was a wood building.   

C: Did you trustees appoint the teachers for the black schools, too? 
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B: Yes, we appointed them.  Of course, we have come a long way since then.  

When you are talking about the black school down there, of course, the blacks 
did not care whether they went to school or not.  Since integration has started, 
why, of course, we have a lot of them both ways that do not care about going to 
school.  Blacks got more interested in the past several years to see they go to 
school.  They have not studied like they should.  A certain percentage of them 
still follow along this path about learning.  I think they could learn if they really 
got down and studied.  But they started integrating, why, of course it set the 
whites back, I think, quite a bit--waiting on the blacks to catch up.  I think the 
board probably could have prevented that.  They could have let the blacks go to 
school and just promoted the whites and let them go on and not try to hold them. 

C: Not to lower the standards. 

B: Yes.  Probably they are doing it now is all right, but for a while it was bad on the 
whites.  The standards [were high and] the blacks could not stay up, and all the 
whites packed waiting on the blacks. 

C: Now, when you were first appointed, it was Governor [Fuller] Warren [1949-1953] 
that appointed you, right?  Was it Fuller Warren who appointed you, or was it 
Millard Caldwell [1945-1949]? 

B: I will tell you who was superintendent. 

C: Howard Bishop? 

B: Yes, Howard Bishop was superintendent.  Now, who was the governor then I do 
not remember whether it was Caldwell or Fuller Warren. 

C: Let's talk about Howard Bishop.  What was he like? 

B: Well, Howard Bishop was a good superintendent.  He was a good 
superintendent.  Of course, his idea of consolidation of schools, high schools 
and all ____.  But he was a good superintendent, very progressive and 
aggressive. 

C: Both of those. 

B: Yes, I would say.  I always liked Howard. 

C: Well, he was a man who would speak his mind, wouldn't he? 

B: Yes, he would speak his mind.  He was a great fisherman, too.  He would catch 
fish where nobody else could.  That is where he went fishing.  Why, if he went 
fishing, he worked.  When I went fishing, I went for the pleasure.  It would be all 
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right if they did of bite.  He was different.  He went and he worked as hard as he 
could work to make the fish bite, and he could catch them.  I do not know how 
long he has been dead, but he has been retired a good long time. 

C: Yes, he is dead now.  On the school board, now, Dr. Hussie was the chairman 
when you were appointed, right? 

B: Yes. Dr. Hussie was chairman. 

C: And he had moved to Gainesville. 

B: Oh, he had been in Gainesville a good while. 

C: What was he like?  Would you consider him a prominent figure in Gainesville? 

B: Well, I do not think he stayed long enough to be prominent in Gainesville, but Dr. 
Hussie made a lot of money, and he was quite prominent, too.  I do not know 
that he practiced dentistry too much, because he made a lot of money.  He 
started off with the savings and loan; he organized a savings and loan.  He was 
an officer.  He was an officer in the savings and loan organization. 

C: So you think he was pretty much retired while he was on the school board. 

B: Yes, while he was doing that. 

C: Just a full-time school board member. 

B: Yes, he was pretty much retired. 

C: Now, what about J. A. Goode? 

B: Dr. Goode?  I always liked Dr. Goode.  I guess we all liked him.  We thought 
too much of our own district, I guess.   

C: He was from Alachua. 

B: Yes.  We had a lot of ____.  But I got along quite well with Dr. Goode.  I 
thought when I was on the board that all the members were very congenial.  Of 
course, after we had the fuss about the high schools, where to put them, ____.  
We tried to get Dr. Goode to [agree to put Santa Fe High School closer to High 
Springs than Alachua].  High Springs wanted Santa Fe closer to High Springs.  
High Springs was larger than Alachua.  Of course, Alachua had quite a few 
people that lived north of it in the country.  But we never could get him to agree 
on that and finally to put Santa Fe where it is and it is close enough to Alachua.  

C: It is almost in Alachua. 
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B: We tried to get three towns to put the school at Forest Grove, and we were 

willing to do that.  I was willing.  But Dr. Goode was not willing to do that.  He 
wanted a school over in Alachua.  Therefore, finally we fussed and fussed until 
Newberry kept its school--we kept our school--and let it go over there to Santa 
Fe.  We could not get Dr. Goode to do anything, and I told High Springs that if 
they wanted to build a school between Newberry and High Springs, we would just 
build it. 

C: You would go along with that. 

B: I would go along with that.  High Springs did not have any money to push it, so 
they did not say anything about it, and I told them we could do it.  So it wound up 
like it did in Archer and Newberry.  Of course, there is a lot of territory back in 
here that should go to Newberry now.  But back in those days, see, everybody 
was trying to get students.  Now we have an overflow, and we do not know what 
to do with them [laughter]. 

C: So did you feel that going up to Santa Fe at Alachua was just too far to take the 
Newberry students up there? 

B: To Santa Fe? 

C: Yes. 

B: Yes, we felt like it was too far.  Then Archer did not have a high school.  Archer 
did have a high school, but they did not have enough people to really have it, and 
Archer did away with the old high school.  Yet they accused me of taking the 
high school.  What happened was Archer got down low, and they got divided 
among themselves over in Archer.  Some of the parents sent their kids to 
Williston and some sent to Bronson and some sent to Gainesville and a few to 
Newberry.  So they just did not have any high school.  But when I got defeated 
it was the best thing that ever happened to me because I would hate to have 
been in this integration business.  Archer said I took the high school, and two 
ladies went around--I did not know what they were doing--going house to house 
telling people that I took the high school.  That is what happened to Archer.   

See, part of the children were going to Levy County--Williston and Bronson--and 
we got no credit for those people that went to Levy County.  So we had to make 
them come back out of Levy County.  Of course, they did not have a high school 
in Archer when Newberry kept this school here.  We did not make them.  Some 
of them did go to Gainesville, of course, but most of them came over to 
Newberry. 

C: Do they still come here?  Do Archer students still come here? 
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B: They come here now.  Of course, there is a route going around by Santa Fe.  

There is no highway now, so you go to High Springs and turn and go to Santa 
Fe.  Now you have this road built.  That road from here to Alachua was not built 
then.  Of course, if you go to Santa Fe now, you go to Alachua and then turn.  
No, you can't.  They have a road before you get to Alachua.   

C: Do you remember after they passed the Minimum Foundations law and after you 
got on the school board they came in and did the school survey in 1947, and they 
said to consolidate the schools and to build Santa Fe?  Do you remember some 
of the towns out in the county organized an anti-consolidation organization to try 
to defeat Howard Bishop in 1948?  Do you remember that? 

B: Yes, I remember something like that. 

C: And they eventually did.  In 1952 he was defeated. 

B: Yes.  But you know, that is the way things run.  They cannot see it, I guess, and 
they forget about the education of the children.  Of course, Gilchrist County has 
had the same thing [in] Bell and Trenton.  I realize that we cannot have a 
curriculum we should have, we cannot teach the child certain subjects if you do 
not have schools with an enrollment sufficient to afford the teachers.  Of course, 
right now this is a senior/junior school.  That would be middle school.  In other 
words, the middle school people are going here, too. 

C: Grades seven through twelve. 

B: Yes.  Now they are advocating that Buchholz [High School in Gainesville] is too 
large or something and overflowing and [that] they are going to have to build 
another high school between here and Gainesville.  Now they are advocating to 
move this high school and to build a high school over here, between here and 
Gainesville, and let it ____ and whatever else and make this a middle school.  
Of course, you have the stadium here and all.  So that has just started. 

But I understand that they had a bond issued and we got the money, I think.  I 
do not know how much--$3 million.  But I heard--I do not know--that the bond 
issue called for a middle school and not for a high school.  I ____.  That is the 
discussion now.  Whether these people move and have a new high school 
between here and Gainesville or not.  So you start again [laughter].  I am going 
to stay out of it.  But I think that they ought to let the patrons of the school put 
out a straw vote to fix it and give it to the parents and explain it to them and give 
it to them.  I would like to see that and see just what the consensus would be. 

C: Let the community decide? 

B: Well, I do not know whether the community ought to decide it, but I would like to 
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know what the community thinks. 

C: Just know what the community opinion is. 

B: See how close it is. 

C: Well, it seems that back in the late 1940s and early 1950s that towns like Archer 
and Waldo felt very strongly that they wanted to keep their high schools and not 
be consolidated.  Why do you think the people wanted to keep their schools so 
badly when, like you said, they could get such a better program with a bigger 
school? 

B: Well, I do not think the people were not as educated as they are now.  Do not 
misunderstand me.  They were good people.  I think we had better people all 
the way around.  I take that back.  I would not say better people.   

C: Just as good. 

B: But it seems like . . . 

J: They were more self-educated, I believe. 

B: Yes, that is right.  But they all thought too much of the town where they lived.  
They just could not conceive of going somewhere else.  Of course, Waldo was 
much larger then than it is now.  It was in better financial shape.  Waldo just 
____.  You go out and look at it now, and you see what [it is now].   

C: There is not much to see. 

B: Waldo at one time was quite populous, and people had enough pride [in their 
own communities].   

C: They wanted to keep their children in their town and their school. 

B: Yes.   

C: Do you think they were distrustful of the school board? 

B: I do not know.  If you take history of the United States all the way back when it 
was born and this that and the other, if you study real closely you see how 
people were [laughter]. 

J: Well, life was different, because then they did not have any communication and 
transportation [like we have today]. 

B: That made a difference.  We have so much. 
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J: They did not watch television all the time [laughter]. 

C: People were different.  City people and country people are different. 

B: Entirely. 

C: Nowadays there is so much communication everybody relies on everybody so 
much. 

B: We do not think anything about going twenty miles from here. 

J: Yes.  Then, for example here, people were not employed in Gainesville like they 
are now, and they just did not go to Gainesville so often.  Usually if they did it 
was probably for courthouse business or some doctor.  But there were rural 
doctors, too.  They did not have a hospital, so they would leave them there. 

B: Well, you take the states of the Union.  Look how they hesitated to join the 
Union.  They went in one by one, one by one.  They were hesitant of doing it 
because . . . I do not know.  See how that was.  It just comes right on up, right 
on down. 

J: Yes.  Today you see twenty miles does not mean anything.  They do not think 
anymore of going twenty miles to go to work or to school or to shop or anything. 

C: Sure.  You could go do Nebraska, and you would still see McDonald's just like 
you see it here.   

B: It is the same thing [laughter]. 

C: A lot of it is getting all the same.   

J: In Newberry, for example, there were a lot of stores here then, and a lot more 
than some of these other towns had.  For example, in Gilchrist County and Levy, 
a lot of those people came here to shop.  Really the shopping facilities were 
probably about as good in Newberry as they were in Gainesville.   

B: Well, there is no question the University of Florida made Gainesville.  Of course, 
Gainesville has been a little country town right on.  It would never have grown if 
it had not gotten the University, because that is what made all these other things 
come into Gainesville.  There are 30,000 students, 28,000 or 30,000 or 31,000 
students over there, and if you spend five dollars a student a day, that is a whole 
lot of money.  More than that is spent a day per pupil.  But that is what made 
that--when they took it away from Lake City. 

J: Gainesville was a pretty town.  It is not anymore, but it was. 
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B: It was a quiet town. 

J: It was a beautiful town.  It had a lot of trees just like here.  We used to have a 
lot of trees, too. 

B: This is a western town. 

J: University Avenue was really a beautiful street.  There were a lot of oaks and 
palm trees all lining the street.  Today it is nothing but telephone poles and wires 
and ugly signs.  It is an ugly street.  But it was beautiful, as were a lot of the 
others, like NE 1st Street, with its center medium. 

B: Personally, I never was in favor of people in Gainesville trying to make a big city 
out of it.  I think a college town ought to be kept a college town, myself.  They 
have so much over there now, so many things for the students, the environment 
and so many things.  I really liked it. 

J: They did not have a lot of night clubs then in those days.  One of the things that 
really changed Gainesville a lot was the fraternity houses.  They once bordered 
the campus for the most part on University Avenue around the campus and on 
13th Street.  See, they faced the campus.  Some of them were east on 
University [Avenue] and on Southwest 1st and 2d avenues.  But there was no 
commercial area at all.  Only the College Inn.  That is all.  And the Florida 
Bookstore.  Nothing else was commercial.  And for the most part the whole of 
University Avenue on up to downtown was that way. 

C: It was all residential.  

J: Yes.  For the most part it was fraternity houses around the campus and some 
large houses, boarding houses, at which students took their meals, and some 
other houses that rented rooms.  But that was a kind of a ghetto and still is, I 
guess, north of campus.  They really changed the character of the town. 

[End side A2] 

C: So I will be getting there next month, pretty soon.  So I will have to finish this 
project. 

B: You will be where?  Where did you say? 

J: Fort Clarke. 

C: Fort Clarke [Middle School]. 

J: Who is the principal at Fort Clarke? 
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C: John Middleton.  He is new.  He is brand new. 

J: Yes.  The principal here was Bill Cakey.  They sent him to Newberry High this 
year. 

C: Well, a lot of those faculty members at Fort Clarke have bene there as long as 
that school has been there. 

B: Well, I do not know, because Gainesville is growing so fast and coming this way, 
turning I guess all kinds of ways.  Of course, they used to say most cities went 
west.  If you study it, it is true.  I will not be here, but it will keep on.  Newberry 
will be a solid town going all the way to Gainesville. 

C: Do you think so? 

B: And there will be some more shopping centers farther back this way, too.   

C: Well, Mr. Barry, can I get you to tell me about a couple of other people that were 
on the school board?  What about Earl Powers?  He was appointed at the same 
time you were. 

B: Yes, that is right.  Well, I have not seen Earl in a good while.  They have the 
Knights subdivision there, and he is one of the promoters of that.  I do not know 
whether he owns his own or not. 

J: No, I do not think so.   

B: Well, he had some interest in it. 

J: He is still around. 

B: I have not heard from him lately.  But Hugh Williams was one on the board.  He 
is dead; he is deceased. 

C: He came from Island Grove. 

B: He came from Island Grove. 

J: Cross Creek. 

C: Out that way. 

B: Williams was over there at the county.   

C: What about Beth Pearson? 



AL 90 
Page 33 
 
B: Beth Pearson was on there.  You can get in touch with her.   

J: Or Earl Powers, too. 

B: Well, yes, you should be able to find Earl Powers.  Of course, that fellow in 
Hawthorne, Gaye and Evan Hut ____, he is not really needed.  There was a 
study by the board that Dr. Goode received . . . Dr. Goode and Gaye. 

C: Ralph Stoutemeyer. 

B: And Stoutemeyer. 

J: They are all deceased. 

B: All of them but me.  [laughter]   

J: Beth Pearson. 

C: Yes, Beth Pearson and Earl Powers. 

B: She is not near as old as I am.  But Beth Pearson and Hugh Williams and Dr. 
Goode and Gaye and myself [comprised the school board].  But we worked 
together real well and were conservative.  I used to say, and I still say it, the 
school board does not need a bunch of educators.  I still say that.  They do not 
need bunch of educators.  They need some business people that know how to 
run a business, because a school board is the greatest, largest business that the 
county has, and more money is spent.   

You can hire an educator.  You have a superintendent over there.  What is he 
supposed to do?  Everybody runs their own school boards and there gets to be 
more women.  They are school teachers, and they know all about education.  
Well, hell, we hire somebody that knows about education; what you need is 
somebody that knows how to handle your money.  And you can handle the 
money for the people if you had businessmen over there, most of them.  It is all 
right to have one or two educators, but you need more businessmen on the 
board.  I said that before I got on.  I still say that, because that is a lot of money 
to handle. 

Just to show you how things work, right over here where this elementary school 
is, Newberry Elementary School, a nice school, there is a party that bought that 
land south of here.  I owned it at one time myself, me and another fellow.  They 
bought that land for $400 an acre, ____ Newberry, and they decided to build an 
elementary school here three months after that.  Those people paid $400 an 
acre for it.  [The school board] decided they wanted ten acres there for the 
elementary school, and they paid $2,500 an acre for it!  They got about a fourth 
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or a third of what it was worth from the school board on ten acres.  They did not 
have demand to come here and have it appraised and see what land was selling 
for here in Newberry.  The school board just went and bought it; they did not say 
anything about it.  Twenty-five hundred dollars an acre.  Well, hell, they never 
had anybody here whose land was sold here for $2,500 an acre.  Somebody 
bought some land for $1,500, which is the most.  Twenty-five hundred dollars an 
acre.  I am just saying that things like that [did not happen way back when]. 

When I was on the board, we bought land way ahead of the growth of the city, 
out there in the woods.  But we studied the way that the population was going.  I 
was on the board when we bought Littlewood [Elementary School].  I was on the 
board when we bought Westwood [Middle School].  We bought that.  Of course, 
the land was not level and smooth--it was kind of rough--and we got it cheap.  
But it is all right.  And Littlewood, there is question about some of that land was 
a little bit lower, so we got it cheap.  It is all right.  I was on the board when we 
bought Gainesville High School.  There was some guy trying to sell some of the 
members of the [school board] some land for that Gainesville High School.  
Farther back somewhere in the swamp was a bog, and Dr. Goode and I were the 
cause of Gainesville High School of being where it is.  It is high and dry.  We 
found that.  I found it, and I told Dr. Goode: "The land down here looks good to 
me for that high school.  I understand it is for sale.  We should go down there 
and look at it."  He agreed right quick.  And we bought that while I was on the 
board. 

But then it seemed like there was not too much planning.  Now, we saved a lot 
of money for the taxpayer, but they do not care.  It just seems like they could 
appreciate it.  Of course, the fellows on the board when I was on there, most all 
of us were very conservative.  We had all been business by ourselves, and we 
knew how we made our living.  And we tried to do the same thing for the county 
that we did for ourselves.   

But now there is so much difference.  People do not think about saving money.  
I hear people talk about studying economics, and I say, Hell, they do not know 
what economics is [laughter].  They do not know how to save a dollar.  I say 
they say have studied economics, but I say it does not look like they know much 
about it.  Anyway, that is the way things are run now.   

More and more people are running for the board, which lays stress on how much 
education they have.  What the board actually needs is some good, sound 
businessmen.  You can hire an educator.  

C: That is true. 

B: You are a teacher.  They could hire you.  They hire a superintendent.  What is 
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he for?  He is supposed to know about the curriculum, and he knows all about 
what they ought to teach.  That is what he is supposed to know.  I admit that I 
did not know much about that.  I did not profess to know.  I studied how to hire 
somebody to do it, to hire the best teachers we could hire.  Of course, the 
superintendent was elected back in those days, and I still question what he was 
elected for.  I said, "Well, we can hire the educator if we just handle the money 
right."  Now you get more and more going the other way, see.   

There are lots of ladies over in that thing.  Of course, they are trying to tell the 
superintendent and everybody else how to teach.  That is not really their job.  
They really ought to know how to handle that money, because there is a lot of it 
there.   

I have been down there at the administration building; I was there when we built 
the first administration building.  I got off the board and walked down there, one 
just right after the other down there.  A girl was sitting right there like this, ____. 

J: Some people say they have too many [administrators]. 

B: All that job and they do not know what to do with it.  There is not enough for 
them to do.  That is the way it is running. 

C: Let me ask you about one more thing.  Do you remember the bond issue, the 
big issue in 1953? 

B: I do not know.  What was the bond about? 

C: Well, it was to build Santa Fe [High School], to build the new Gainesville High 
School. 

B: Yes.  Well, I do not remember much about how much objection there was, 
whether there was very much objection to it or not.  I just do not remember that 
now.  They built it, so the majority of the people must have wanted it. 

C: Yes.  It passed by a large majority. 

B: There was not any objection to it.   

C: OK.  Do you remember Paul Peters? 

B: Yes, I do.  I really do [laughter]. 

C: What was he like? 

B: I do not want to talk about a person.  He is not here now; he is gone.  But I think 
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it was a shame that Paul Peters beat out Howard Bishop.  I do not think Paul 
Peters really knew what he wanted.  He just sat on the fence.  I do not think he 
made a real good superintendent, in my personal opinion. 

J: Howard Bishop was one of the best they ever had. 

B: He was.  Ed Bandon was a good superintendent.  He did not get as much 
credit, but Ed Bandon saved the people a lot of money.  He was a very 
conservative superintendent.  He was a ____.  But I think Paul Peters ____.  
The way he got elected was on account of the people did not like Howard 
Bishop's idea about the consolidation, and they just threw the good man out.  
But Paul Peters got on just like a lot of elections in our United States 
government.  It was bad.  I do not think Paul Peters was very constructive, and I 
do not think he ever did know what he wanted to do.  I do not think he wanted to 
do anything.  He just ran for superintendent, and he got it. 

C: Do you remember him when he was Gainesville High School as the principal 
there? 

B: Yes, I knew of him, but I did not know him personally when he ran for 
superintendent.  I did not know him until after he was elected.  See, I was under 
him as superintendent.  Everybody said Paul Peters's wife was running and told 
him what to do.  I do not know. 

J: She was a teacher, too, was she not? 

B: Yes, she was a teacher.  She taught there, and everybody said after he was 
elected, why, he was not very popular.  They said his wife told him what to do.  I 
do not know whether that is so or not. 

C: So he just latched onto a good political issue in order to beat Bishop that year, 
consolidation? 

B: Well, yes.  He was not for consolidation.  He did not say he was not for it, he 
just did not say he was.   

C: It ended up he did it anyway.  

B: That is right.  That is all there was to it.  Everybody wanted to run against 
Howard then.  Howard would not back up.  Everybody that was running wanted 
to run, why, he would have been elected right then.  People just did not like that 
idea.  That is the way people are, until they learn better or something. 

C: Mr. Barry, that is all the questions I have.  Would you like to add anything about 
the changes you have seen in the schools since the time you were a trustee? 
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B: Well, changes have been so drastic.  I tell people I have been here a long time.  

I told a person I was not old, I had just been here a long time.  It has changed so 
drasticaly until I hardly could see it.  I just take it like it is and just go with it.  
That is all, because I just cannot conceive of things changing like they have.   

C: Do you think the schools are better now? 

B: Oh, yes, there is no question about that.  I think they got away from a few basic 
things, but I think they are coming back to it.  I think they just neglected a few 
basic things that they should have just kept.  Certainly they are much better than 
they were back there.  There is no question about that.  Of course, they have 
some newfangled way of teaching kids, maybe it was all right.  I never did 
particularly like that, but I think they got away from some of it.  So many things 
have been improved on and needed.  Just like everything else, we do not want 
to go back to the horse-and-buggy days.  I have lived in the horse-and-buggy 
days, you know. 

C: And you do not want to go back. 

B: No, I do not want to go back to horse-and-buggy days.  You do not like the burn 
of kerosene lamps.  You like the electricity, which is mighty high at the present.  
Some people say, "Well, you just say that."  There is so much comfort that you 
have now that you did not have back then.  When I was born I have seen it get 
cold here and we used a bowl and pitchers.  You did not have running water 
when I was a boy at first.  It was pretty hard. 

J: For some of those basic courses, though, it was not that you might not use those 
things like math and other things, that that was just for developing a keener mind. 
  

C: A lot of those frills did not do that. 

J: You did not get that with those frills.   

B: I have seen the water freeze in the house in pitchers, in a bowl pitcher.  That is 
how cold it got in the house.  Like we had the freeze this past Christmas.   

J: That is the coldest it has been in recent memory. 

B: Houses were not built like they are now.   

C: Well, thank you both for taking the time to talk with me.  You have certainly 
helped me. 

B: Well, I hope you do well down there.  I know you will.  I can tell by how a man 
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talks whether he is going to be all right [laughter].  You are going to be a good 
teacher.   

J: Did you did your interning there? 

C: No.  I did not interning at Gainesville High.   

B: There is no question that you did well. 

C: Well, I want to finish my master's degree first.  I hope I can do this story justice, 
because I think it is quite a story, the development of the schools here.   

J: You will be getting your master's now? 

C: Yes. 

J: That is good. 

B: It is foolish to teach unless he gets it.  Well, I had a daughter finished--I had only 
one daughter--she finished university.  She started out.  I was on the board 
when she finished, and I told her, "I will tell you now."  I could have gotten her a 
job in the county.  I said, "I am not going to get you a job.  You are going to 
have to get your  job somewhere else.  I do not believe in nepotism."  So she 
went down to Vero Beach and got a job.  I wanted her to get away from home.  
I wanted her to learn how to handle her own money.   

J: That is a good excuse for it, too.  It was a good town, and she enjoyed it.   

C: I can imagine.   

J: She was a whole lot smarter.   

C: Could you recommend some other people that I should talk to?  You said Beth 
Pearson and Earl Powers are still alive.  Is there anybody else? 

B: The rest of them are gone! 

J: Willie Williams. 

B: I told him about Willie Williams.  I think he is an accountant place is down on I do 
not know whether it is on 6th Street or not.  You can put it down.  Williard 
Williams.  He was on the board at one time.  He is an accountant. 

J: He probably was on only one time, was he not?  Was he just one term? 

B: Yes. 
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J: See, he would not really know too much about it.   

B: I think Beth Pearson would be good to you to talk with. 

J: Yes, she would.   

C: All right.  I will try to get in touch with her, then. 


