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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church’s free 
concert series continues to amaze 
with yet another show, “America 
the Beautiful” featuring the Orlando 
Concert Band this weekend. 
MORE IN CALENDAR, PAGE 3
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Local opposition continues to 
grow as the concept for a 2,300-
acre Orange County develop-
ment on the doorstep of Semi-
nole County takes shape, which 
residents fear as a potential threat 
to the rural character of Chul-
uota and a future source of traf-
fic problems for the surrounding 
area.

The new development would 
sit right along the border of Semi-
nole County to the west of Lake 
Pickett and could include up to 
5,000 residential homes, accord-
ing to a presentation originally 
set for the Orange County Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission’s 
Jan. 16 meeting, now postponed 
until Feb. 20.

The development’s construc-
tion depends on Orange County 
Commissioners amending the 
current comprehensive land use 
plan, allowing residential and 
commercial development at a 
higher density.

Residents in the Lake Pickett 
and Chuluota areas have started 
raising their voices in opposition 
of the amendment on the web, 
creating a Facebook page called 
Save East Orlando and gathering 
1,440 signatures in an online peti-
tion at change.org. 

“We moved here because we 
wanted to live in a rural area,” 

wrote Chuluota resident John 
Sauter on the petition website. 
“We don’t want the crime and 
traffic this will bring to our com-
munity!”

Other residents wrote about 
the traffic problems already 
plaguing drivers in the area due 
to high density. Avalon Park, one 
of the area’s biggest completed 
neighborhoods, sits just miles 
from the planned site for the new 
development.

Concerns of water pollution 
have sprung up from residents as 
well. Chuluota resident Jay Zem-
bower said at the Jan. 14 Semi-
nole County Board of Commis-
sioners meeting that stormwater 
runoff from the development’s 
construction site could flow di-
rectly into Lake Pickett, which 
would carry the contamination 
up into Lake Mills, through the 
Big Econlockhatchee watershed 
and into the St. John’s watershed.

“Lake Pickett is one of the 
most pristine lakes in the region 
and has a lot of aquatic plant 
growth that exists nowhere else 
in any other lake in Central Flori-
da,” Zembower said.

“The taxpayers that are fund-
ing for the care of this lake will be 
impacted and have to pay for this 
cleanup.”

Contamination in Lake Mills 
would only add to Chuluota’s 
water woes. For decades the 
drinking water came out of fau-
cets in a dark shade of brown, al-
most resembling root beer. 

Today Chuluota’s water tastes 
and looks cleaner than in the past, 
but utility rates have risen due to 
a $2.1 million ion-exchange wa-
ter treatment system installed in 
2010.

The Commissioners acknowl-
edged the potential problems 
that could arise from the develop-
ment, requesting a nutrient study 

for Lake Pickett to get a baseline 
for monitoring its contamination 
levels.

Seminole County Commission 
Chairman Bob Dallari said that 
the county will continue to moni-
tor the progress of the develop-
ment to get a better understand-
ing of what they’re facing, and 
will communicate their concerns 
to Orange County.

“We have worked so hard to 
protect our rural boundaries on 
one side, and here we are po-
tentially being invaded from the 
other side,” Commissioner Lee 
Constantine said. “This could 
have major impacts not only en-
vironmental but also transporta-
tion, growth management and 
comprehensive planning.” 

The Orange County Commis-
sion is tentatively set to discuss 
the comprehensive land use plan 
and the new development on 
March 11.

Neighborhood nuisance?

TIM FREED
The Voice

As Central Florida residents 
have been reminded in the last 
two weeks, our area isn’t im-
mune to January cold snaps and 
neither are the people or pets that 
live here. 

This time of year, combined 
with weather phenomena like 
the “polar vortex,” create climate 
challenges that can be hard on 
pets, especially those that don’t 
have people at all. Animals left in 
the cold risk dying of hypother-
mia and exposure, according to 
the Humane Society. And with 
limited food sources during the 
winter, some strays face starva-
tion as well. 

Seminole County Animal Ser-
vices Manager Bob Hunter says 
that people should always call 
them when they see stray animals 
out in the cold. The shelter has 

received calls during the most re-
cent temperature dip from people 
voicing concerns about animals 
that have been left to tough out 
near-freezing temperatures.

Animal lovers with outdoor 
pets are able to leave their pets 
outside in colder temperatures 
depending on the animal and de-
pending on the precautions they 
take, Hunter added. Smaller, 
shorthaired dogs and cats, how-
ever, should always be brought 
in when colder weather looms. 
Hunter says those animals just 
don’t have the natural insulation 
needed to stay warm. 

“It’s okay for some animals to 
remain outside during the cold, 
but it’s important for the animal 
to have dry bedding, and the 
opening of their enclosure should 
be facing away from the wind,” 
he said. Changing bedding fre-
quently to make sure their ken-

nels are dry to prevent freezing is 
essential, Hunter advised.

The animal shelter starts 
bringing animals inside and rein-
forcing their kennels with straw 
when temperatures get into the 

low 60s and high 50s, providing 
extra protection for its furry ten-
ants. 

There are no animal abuse or 
neglect laws in the state that spe-

Cold weather causes chilly 
concern for cats and canines

n Please see PETS on page 2

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK – THE VOICE 
Florida law doesn’t protect animals in the cold, but abandoned or loose ani-
mals can be saved from the weather if residents call SCAS when they spot them.  

TYLER VAZQUEZ
The Voice

Residents fear 5,000-
home development 
means massive traffic, 
worse water quality

PHOTO BY TIM FREED — THE VOICE
Already busy arteries going through Oviedo 
could see far more cars during rush if zoning changes. 
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This Week THIS WEEK IN WORLD HISTORY — JAN. 26, 1788 – The first of 50,000 convicts banished from England to Australia land in Botany Bay. These were not 
hardened criminals; only a small minority was transported for violent offenses. Among the first group was a 70-year-old woman who had stolen cheese to eat.

For more information, please call 407.331.3059 x10 or visit 
www.newhopeforkids.org

Orlando International Christian Church - Mercy Ministries
Panera Bread- Orlando
Private Wealth Management
South Seminole Hospital
Society of Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter
Summit Church Couples Connect Group
Wekiva Lanes - Apopka, FLWekiva Lanes - Apopka, FL
Whole Foods
Windy Ridge Middle School
Atkins', Palmer's and Wieland's Toy Drive Parties

Fields BMW 
First Southern Bank 
Full Sail University
Hannover Life Reassurance Company of America 
Dr. Todd Husty's Group
L & J Accessories - Maitland, FL
Lazy Boy (KIssimmee, Ocoee, Orlando, Maitland)Lazy Boy (KIssimmee, Ocoee, Orlando, Maitland)
Maitland FIre/Rescue - Station 45 & 47
Maitland Jewelers
Maitland Massage & Skincare Center
Mirtha Valdes Martin CPA - Lake Mary, FL

CDI Associates
Center Academy School Students
Christian Help
Colling Gilbert Wright & Carter - The Florida Firm
Cracker Barrel
Cub Scout Pack - Longwood, FL
Cub Scout Pack 787 – Winter Springs, FLCub Scout Pack 787 – Winter Springs, FL
CuraScript - Lake Mary, FL
DPR Construction
Ellucian - Maitland, FL
Orlando Team with Equity Residential

THANK YOU !!!
for your generous support for our children and families

Your gifts not only brought excitement at a difficult time, but great hope as these children embark on a new year of healing.

New Hope for Kids provides specialized support to children and families grieving the loss of a loved one and grants wishes to New Hope for Kids provides specialized support to children and families grieving the loss of a loved one and grants wishes to 
children with life-threatening illnesses in Central Florida. In 2013, New Hope for Kids granted 46 wishes to girls and boys and 
assisted over 420 children through grief facilitation. Because we do not receive any funding from government agencies, the 
personal donations so generously given by individuals and local organizations are very important to the success of our mis-
sion... to bring hope, healing and renewal to our community.  We are so thankful for our dedicated Board of Directors, Volun-
teers and the generosity of the Central Florida community in another succesful TOY DRIVE for our families. 
 
We would like to thank those individuals who held Toy Drive Parties in their homes, individual donors at our many box loca-
tions and the staff, employees and generous patrons of the following businesses:

cifically address pets being left in 
the cold, but Hunter says animal 
control or law enforcement of-
ficers can make those calls on a 
case-by-case basis. State statute 
defines animal cruelty as an act 
of neglect that allows the animal 
to come to great harm. Depriving 
an animal of proper sustenance 

and shelter is a misdemeanor in 
Florida. And if the animal dies, it 
becomes a felony.

The simplest solution for help-
ing cold critters is just to pick up 
the phone, Hunter said.

“People should always call us 
if they see stray animals left out-
side. We’re the best resource to 
make sure animals are protected.” 

PETS | Call when cold critters spotted

n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

PHOTOS BY TIM FREED — THE VOICE
Oviedo residents gather along Broadway Street for 
the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Parade along Broad-
way Street in Oviedo on Jan. 20, featuring the Oviedo 
High School Marching Band, local Girl Scouttroops.

MLK Parade

PHOTOS BY ISAAC BABCOCK
— THE VOICE

The Scots brought celtic 
music and fun at the High-
land Games on Jan. 18.

Scottish Highland Games
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One 
Senior 
Place ...

See our full Calendar 
of Events at 

OneSeniorPlace.com

407.949.6733
715 Douglas Avenue

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

M-F 8:30am – 5pm

MONDAY, JANUARY 27  
Senior Club Sponsored by  
Family Physicians Group

Every Monday, 10am – 12pm
January 27th  – Casino Day

 
The Real Estate Specialists are IN!

10am-1pm
Presented by EXIT Real Estate 

Results
By Appointment Only – 

407.949.6714

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28
Truth about Medicaid Planning

9:30am-12pm
By The Law Offices of Hoyt & 

Bryan
RSVP 407.977.8080

 
Truth about Estate Planning

2pm-4pm
By The Law Offices of Hoyt & 

Bryan
RSVP 407.977.8080

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
Is It Wax or Is It My Hearing?

3pm-4:30pm
Presented by Harmony Hearing 

Centers of America
RSVP 407.949.6737

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
Matter of Balance
2:30pm-4:30pm

By VITAS Innovative Hospice Care
RSVP 407.599.2522

 
Daughters Missing Mothers

6pm-7:30pm (also Feb 6th, 13th, 
20th, 27th)

By VITAS Innovative Hospice Care
RSVP 407.691.4548

 
The Real Estate Specialists are IN!

9am-12pm
By EXIT Real Estate Results

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
Super Bowl Bingo

1pm-3pm
Hosted by  

VITAS Innovative Hospice Care
RSVP 407.599.2522

Calendar of Events 
January 2014

Winter Park
DISTRESS

SALE
Bank Foreclosures. 

Receive a free list w/pics of foreclosure properties.
www.winterparkforclosures.com

Mary Ellen Handley/Morris Williams Realty

875 Clark Street,Suite A
Oviedo, FL 32765

 www.OviedoVision.com
407.366.7655 

Fashion Frames
Custom Contact Fittings
Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses
Treatment of “Red Eyes”

In-House Optical  Lab
Surgery Co-Management

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Time for yourhealth eye exam!

Convenient  • Caring  •  Competitive

Family 
Calendar

Calendar
FEB. 3

The Geneva Citizens’ Association’s an-
nual meeting and election of officers will 
be held at 7 p.m. on Monday Feb. 3 at the 
Geneva Community Center. Chuck Wilder, 
Esq. will be our guest speaker. He is an 
advocate on Second Amendment issues 
and would like to share information on 
the benefits of gun trusts as well as to 
answer your questions on firearms law. At 
the rear of the room, we will again have 
our mini-indoor Farmers Market featuring 
homegrown produce (tomatoes, peppers, 
lettuce, herbs etc.) from Braun’s Geneva 
Rest Haven Farms. Trish Deer will have a 
table offering many varieties of Geneva 
honey, along with a selection of her de-
licious and healthy home-baked breads.

JAN. 24 
On the fourth Friday of each month, mul-
tiple venues in Sanford’s downtown his-
toric district host the Sanford Art Walk, 
showcasing local talent along with oppor-
tunities to meet visiting artists. The event 
is free and runs from 6 to 9 p.m. Jan. 
24. Visit www.sanfordartwalk.com for a 
venue map. This month’s participating 
venues are Boxelder at Interiors by Law-
rence David, Framing 508 Gallery of Art, 
Gallery on First, Historic Sanford Welcome 
Center, Hyder Gallery Center for Fine Art, 
and Jeanine Taylor Folk Art. All venues are 
within walking distance of one another 
and will be open late for patrons to stroll 
the downtown district and enjoy art and 
refreshments.

JAN. 25 
St. Luke’s Concert Series continues with 
“America, the Beautiful,” an open dress 
rehearsal on Jan. 24 and the full-blown 
show Jan. 25. It’s free, and it’s all inside 
the beautiful St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
at 2021 W. State Road 426 in Oviedo. It 
starts at 7 p.m. both nights, featuring the 
Orlando Concert Band. Visit stlukes-ovie-
do.org/concert-series or call 407-365-
3408 for more information. 

It’s the sixth annual Pookie’s Rescue 
Fest from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 25 at 
Lake Lily in Maitland. More than 100 
rescue organizations and vendors will 
be there to help you adopt a pet or buy 
pet products. Groovy raffle prizes will be 
awarded. Visit pookiesrescuefest.com for 
more information. 

The Seminole County Natural Lands and 
Central Florida CISMA are sponsoring the 
fourth annual Air Potato Mega Raid from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Jan. 25. Join SCNL at 
various natural lands locations to help 
with the removal of the exotic species. 
Call Elizabeth Stephens at 407-665-2457 
or email serv@seminolecountyfl.gov for 
more information. 

Notes
Like playing basketball?  

The Winter Springs Basketball League 
has started registration for its spring 
2014 basketball league. The league will 
play their games on Saturday mornings 
at Winter Springs High School, Indian 
Trails Middle School and UCF. The season 
starts March 8 and will consist of eight 
games guaranteed, possibly more with 
the playoffs. The cost to register is $115 
for Winter Springs residents and $125 for 
non-residents. There is a $10 discount 
for additional siblings. There will be a site 
registration at Central Winds Park on Feb. 
15 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For online regis-
tration and more information, please visit 

WSBL.com

Help students achieve
In an effort to increase the number of GED 
(General Equivalency Degree) students it 
is able to effectively serve, the Adult Lit-
eracy League (ALL) has established the 
GED Lab 2014, coinciding with the insti-
tution of the new 2014 National GED Pro-
gram. Following a pilot program in 2013, 
ALL decided to launch the Lab and has 
turned to crowd funding on Indiegogo.
com to assure the program can continue 
throughout the year — and beyond. Visit 
indiegogo.com/projects/ged-lab-2014 to 
donate.

It’s time for the Cops and Cars for Kids 
event at the Oviedo Mall. It’s from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday Jan. 25, featuring 
more than 200 vehicles including police 
helicopters and siege vehicles. DJ J.R. 
Goodman will be playing.  Go to copsand-
carsforkids.com for more information. 

JAN. 31
It’s an evening with Fernando Varela 
from America’s Got Talent’s eighth 
season. He’ll be in concert at Trinity 
Preparatory School Auditorium at 8 
p.m. Jan. 31. For more information and 
tickets, visit fernandovarela.com/tour

ST. LUKE’S CONCERT
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inTeresTs THIS WEEK IN HUMAN HISTORY —JAN. 29, 1845 – Edgar Allan Poe’s famous poem “The Raven,” beginning “Once upon a midnight 
dreary,” is published in the New York Evening Mirror for the first time. Poe would become most famous for his horror writing. 

Whether it’s a live band in smart black 
suits with brass instruments in hand, or a 
DJ spinning records with his laptop, the 
music filling the room is the same – nostal-
gic, upbeat jazz. 

And the dancers connect with the mu-
sic in a special way. Partners seem to an-
ticipate the dramatic parts, doing a kick 
while the other improvises a spin when a 
trumpet blares, and the trill of a clarinet or 
the breakdown of a drum beat are visual-
ized rippling into the crowd through their 
dance moves. 

Skirts flutter and twirl through the air, 
oxford shoes step to the beat. 

Improvisation and dancing in the music 
is what swing dancing is all about. 

“You can become part of the music and 
that’s where the artistry comes in,” said Joel 
Green, a national award winning swing 
dancer. “You’re not just dancing to the beat, 
you’re literally becoming the song.” 

You come to know the music, to know 
when a jazz song is really going to ramp 
up and give you the opportunity to let the 
music move you, said dancer Tori Cushing. 

Cushing is the president, and Green is 
the dance instructor, for the Swing Knights 
– a swing dancing group whose home is the 
UCF campus, but accepts members from 
anywhere in the community who’ve been 

bitten by the jitterbug. The group hosts 
lessons every Monday where Green gives 
beginner and intermediate dancers hours 
of instruction, and throws a dance every 
Friday night to show off their steps and let 
loose. 

There’s a mix of ages for members in the 
Swing Knights. The lessons have mostly 
students, but there are a few in their ’20s 
and ’30s who join in along with a few se-
nior couples. At the dances it’s split down 
the middle with students and non-students 
joining in. Cushing, a UCF junior, said it’s 
wonderful to be able to talk to and learn 
from people who were around when swing 
dancing was in its prime. There’s a mem-
ber whose parents were avid swing dancers 
and taught him when he was a little boy, 
and another 70-year-old member Cush-
ing said she’s watched overcome physical 

challenges to 
get into the 
swing.

“As gener-
ations go by, 
swing danc-
ing is kind 
of getting 
further and 
further from 
the day it was 
created, and 

so we like to have 
that different range 
of ages, to kind of 
bridge the two time 
gaps, the two gener-
ation gaps between 
us and the original 
swing dancers,” 
Cushing said. 

Swing dance 
originated in Har-
lem in the 1920s, and was able to capture 
the love of all demographics of people. 
While segregation was the norm then, at 
the famous swing dancing club The Savoy 
in New York City, black and white dancers 
would swing together. It was said people 
were judged by their dancing skills, not the 
color of their skin.

And the Swing Knights want to keep 
that culture alive – the acceptance of any-
one who just wants to dance. It’s about 
the music, the fashion, and the way two 
strangers can share in a song and dance 
and at the end feel like friends. Cushing 
said it’s an opportunity to have a simple, 
harmless human physical connection, 

a rare way to connect on a deeper level 
in our digital age. At lessons, they switch 
partners every couple minutes, everyone 
meeting each other. During dances it’s the 
same – swinging into a new partner is part 
of the fun. Sometimes, when two dancers 
really hit it off, or they dance together of-
ten, it feels like they’re speaking the same 
language on the dance floor.

“When I’m having a really good dance, 
it’s like being lost in the moment kind of, 
nothing else really matters,” said Arthur 

Johnson, a UCF student and Swing 
Knight for three years. “It’s just you 
and your partner connecting.”

When Green and Cushing dance 
there’s a definite connection of two ex-
perienced dancers. There’s an effort-
less push and pull as Cushing swings 
in and out, and the pair’s steps look 
like they’re done on air they’re so light 
and bouncy. It’s almost like the steps 
have been choreographed, the two al-
ways seeming to know what the other 
will do next, but that’s the magic of 
improvised swing dance.

That connection and fun is what 
keeps the Swing Knights dancing 
until 10 a.m. the next day from New 
Year’s Eve, and has many of the mem-

bers traveling all over the country to swing 
dance at events for 30 hours in just a week-
end, where they’ll leave with hundreds of 
new friends, dancer Andrew Sievert said. 
Most hang out with other dancers almost 
exclusively, and the Swing Knights have 
weekly game nights. Sievert has offers to 
visit people all over the world to dance, and 
he’s only met them for a weekend. Swing 
dancing inspires instant, deep friendships, 
he said. 

“These people, you’ve never met them 
before, by the time that weekend is over it 
just feels like you’ve known them forever,” 
Sievert said. “The community breaks out 
and it stops being just dance.”

Getting into the swing of it
BRITTNI LARSON

The Voice

PHOTO BY SARAH WILSON — THE VOICE
The Swing Knights practice weekly on and around UCF’s main campus.

K4 - 12th grade u Oviedo Campus u 407-971-2221
www.MastersAcademy.org

The Master's Academy, a community Christian school,  
admits students of any race, color and national ethnic origin.

Thank you for voting TMA “Best Private School!”

The dance group the Swing 
Knights takes new dancers 
back into the roaring ‘20s

1948 W. County Road 419 • Oviedo, FL 32766

(407) 896-9411 • www.mycfe.com

“Stop by and open your 
account today!”

Branch Hours: Lobby Drive-Thru
Monday – Thursday 9am-5pm 8am-5pm
Friday 9am-6pm 8am-6pm
Saturday 9am-1pm 8am-1pm

Money Orders
Official Checks
Travelers Checks
Starter Checks
U.S. Savings Bond   
 Redemptions
Notary Services

Safe Deposit Boxes
American Express   
 Gift Cards
Visa Reloadable   
 Cards
Western Union   
 Services

Available 24 Hours
Drive-Up ATM
Deposits &   
 Withdrawals
U.S. Postage Stamps
AMC/Regal Movie   
 Passes

Branch Services: ATM Services:
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aThleTiCs THIS WEEK IN SPORTS HISTORY — JAN. 25, 1924 – The first Winter Olympics begin at Chamonix in the French Alps. Spectators were 
thrilled by the ski jump and bobsled, as well as 12 other events involving a total of six sports. The Olympics return on Feb. 6 this year. 

Tom Carey
SundewGardens@gmail.com

“Community supported agriculture.”

Experience homegrown gardening: 
Plan your next fieldtrip to Sundew Gardens

For Tickets Call 321.268.1125 Or Visit
www.TitusvillePlayhouse.com

Presented through special arrangement with 
Rodgers and Hammerstein Theatricals 

With a season spiraling out of 
control, the Knights are about to 
head into their toughest string of 
conference games so far while on 
a three-game losing streak. 

In the span of seven days the 
men’s basketball team has lost to 
UConn (14-4, 2-3) 84-61, Rutgers 
(8-10, 2-3) 85-75, and SMU (14-4, 
3-2) 58-46. And in a conference 
stacked with some of the NCAA’s 
toughest teams — three of the 
American Athletic Conference’s 
teams are in the Top 25 — the 
Knights are looking at a tough 
road to make a comeback. 

In shooting percentage they’ve 
suffered the most. In their three-
game skid they averaged 32.6 
percent overall, well off the wild 
60.3 percent they shot in a blow-
out of Jacksonville on Dec. 17. In 
most of the Knights’ wins shoot-
ing percentage has been a big fac-
tor. They’ve yet to lose a game 
in which they shot better than 45 
percent this season. But they’ve 
never won a game in which they 
shot less than 40 percent. 

Head coach Donnie Jones 
blamed “young mistakes offen-
sively” as the big factor that led 
the Knights to their loss against 
SMU at home. The loss of lead-
ing scorer Isaiah Sykes midway 
through the game didn’t help ei-

ther. He left the game with a head 
injury and possible concussion af-
ter a collision near the basket just 
after the second period began. 

In Sykes’ wake, the Knights 
only had one shooter in double 
digits on the scoreboard. Sykes 
had been averaging 15.4 points 
per game this season. 

The Knights did not say how 
long Sykes would be off the court. 
They’ll be traveling to Cincinnati 
to face the No. 19 Bearcats (17-2, 

6-0) at 9 p.m. Jan. 23. Then at 7 
p.m. on Jan. 29 they return home 
to host the No. 17 Memphis Tigers 
(13-4, 3-2) — the highest ranked 
team in the AAC according to the 
AP Top 25 poll. 

Five Oviedo Lions hammered in goals 
Tuesday night to advance to the district 
semifinal against Lake Howell on Wednes-
day at press time. The dominating 5-2 win 
over Lake Brantley was led by goals from 
Jonathan Coleman, Hank Morton, George 
New, Rhys Phillips and Tristan Rehrig. 

The Lions (17-0-4) were already domi-
nating Class 5A District 3, with nearly twice 
as many district wins as the next closest 
team, Hagerty. 

The Silver Hawks (8-7-4) put away Ly-
man in penalty kicks after going scoreless 
in regulation. 

Winter Springs (9-4-4) beat Seminole (9-
14-1) by 1-0 in their matchup, setting them 
up for a Wednesday night showdown at 
press time against Hagerty (11-3-5), which 

beat Lake Mary (5-11-6) 1-0 Tuesday. 
With the four top seeds all facing each 

other and no upsets so far, the odds are on 
an Oviedo-Hagerty faceoff at Lake Brantley 
at 7 p.m. Friday night. So far the Lions have 
scored nearly twice as many goals as the 
Huskies this season. 

In girls soccer it’s looking nearly the 
same with Oviedo and Hagerty both mak-
ing their way into the postseason after 
dominating regular season performances. 
The Huskies (20-4-4) upset Oviedo (15-4-2) 
in a 3-0 win in the district championship. 
Both teams entered the opening round of 
regional play Thursday at press time, with 
Hagerty hosting West Orange at 7 p.m. and 
Oviedo traveling to Apopka at 7 p.m. 

With a win, the Lions or Huskies would 
play again at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 28, with 
the host to be determined. 

Knights face tough string of foes

Lions, Huskies dominate

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK – THE VOICE 
The Knights have struggled in AAC 
play after a strong start to the season. 

ISAAC BABCOCK
The Voice

ISAAC BABCOCK
The Voice

The UCF Knights face two of the 
toughest AAC teams coming up, 
hosting  Memphis at 7 p.m. Jan. 29, 
then visiting Louisville at 9 p.m. on 
Feb. 1, televised on ESPNU. 
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Josh Garrick is a writer, photographer, 
educator, and fine art curator. He is a 
member of the Curatorial Council for the 
Museum of Florida Art. Garrick can be 
reached at joshgarrick9@gmail.com or 
407-522-3906.

Now through March 9 – 
‘The Life & Adventures of 
Nicholas Nickleby’ Parts I 
and II 

It’s here – the Florida theater 
event of the season – A cast of 
27 actors plays more than 150 
characters in this unique, two-
part, dramatic and comic mas-
terpiece that captures the genius 
of Charles Dickens. Combining 
Dickens’ outrageous characters 
with theatrical spectacle, “The 
Life & Adventures of Nicholas 
Nickleby” Parts I and II leads 
the way to a must-see theatrical 
event. Visit Orlandoshakes.org or 
call 407-447-1700. 

Now through Feb. 23 – ‘The 
Magical Adventures of 
Merlin’ at Orlando Rep

“The Magical Adventures of 
Merlin,” to be presented through 
Feb. 23 at the Orlando Rep, is 
an ‘imagined’ tale about how a 
young Merlin meets a young, 
soon-to-be King Arthur in 
mythical, ancient England. Young 
Merlin faces serious life choices 
before becoming the greatest 
wizard in the land as surprises 
abound in this musical adventure 
for the whole family. Call 407-
896-7365 or visit orlandorep.com 

Jan. 24 to 26 – The 
Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter at Universal Studios 

Enter a world where magic is 
real this weekend as the world 
descends on Orlando. Univer-
sal Studios will celebrate the 
adventures of Harry Potter at 
The Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter in three days of fun. Join 
Q&A sessions with cast members, 
a wand master-class, and a film 
tribute, explore Hogwarts castle, 

stock up on wizard supplies, and 
experience pulse-pounding rides. 
Visit universalorlando.com

Jan. 24 and 25 – The 90th 
birthday of the Orlando 
Museum of Art 

The Orlando Museum of Art is 
celebrating 90 years in Orlando, 
and the opening of the Museum’s 
90th birthday celebration will 
feature the exhibit – “Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Gainsborough and 
the Golden Age of Painting in 
Europe.” Between 1600 and 1800, 
the years in which these paintings 
were produced, popular subjects 
included portraits, still-lifes, and 
classical antiquity, ‘illustrating’ 
the people and the objects that 
made the two centuries a rich cul-
tural age. An opening reception 
will be held Jan. 24 at 6 p.m.; the 
exhibit opens to the public on Jan. 
25 at 10 a.m. Call 407-896-4231 or 
visit omart.org

Jan. 24 to Feb. 15 – ‘Breakin’ 
Up Is Hard To Do’ at the 
Winter Park Playhouse 

Set in a 1960s Catskills resort, 
‘Breakin’ Up Is Hard To Do” is 
a musical comedy about two 
friends in search of romance over 
one Labor Day weekend. The 
score features 18 Neil Sedaka 
classics including “Where the 
Boys Are,” “Calendar Girl,” and 
the chart-topping title song. 
Directed and choreographed by 

Roy Alan, the production features 
a cast of Playhouse favorites. Call 
407-645-0145 or visit winterpark-
playhouse.org

Jan. 25 – Orlando 
Philharmonic hosts a Party 
at The Plaza 

In a “rockin’ party Gala” fea-
turing headliner Michael Andrew 
& The Atomic Big Band – with 
14 additional musical acts on five 
stages of music – ranging from 
classical to jazz, bluegrass, rock 
n’ roll and more, food stations, 
silent auction, photo booth, and a 
beer and wine bar (included), the 
Orlando Philharmonic and the 
Plaza Live Theatre present their 
first joint fundraising event. Party 
at the Plaza begins at 6:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 25 at 425 N. Bumby Ave. 
in Orlando. Tickets are $95 and 
$150. Visit OrlandoPhil.org/Party 
or call 407-896-6700, ext. 236.

Jan. 28 to Feb. 2 – Best 
musical ‘Once’ in Orlando 
premiere 

“Once,” winner of eight Tony 
Awards, including Best Musi-

cal, will play the Bob Carr PAC 
from Jan. 28 through Feb. 2. The 
celebrated new musical, based 
on the Academy Award-win-
ning film “Once,” is about an 
Irish musician and a Czech im-
migrant drawn together by their 

shared love of music. Their unex-
pected friendship evolves into a 
complicated romance, heightened 
by the emotion of the songs they 
create together. Tickets are avail-
able at OrlandoBroadway.com or 
by calling 1-800-982-2787.

Jan. 29 – Florida Citrus Bowl 
Stadium demolition kick-off 

Next up for a serious face-lift 
in the city beautiful is the Florida 
Citrus Bowl. Opened in 1936 as 
a public works project under 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
the stadium is about to undergo 
major demolition and recon-
struction. At 10 a.m. on Jan. 29, 
Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer and 
Orange County Mayor Teresa 
Jacobs will celebrate the begin-
ning of the venue’s reconstruc-
tion. New features will include a 
new lower bowl, 360-degree main 
concourse, club level with en-
closed and open-air seating and 
a 10,000-square-foot party deck. 
Join the crowd. We’re all invited. 

 
Jan. 31 to April 6 – 
‘Southwestern Allure’ opens 
Mennello’s 15th season 

“Southwestern Allure: The Art 
of the Santa Fe Art Colony” will 
open the Mennello Museum’s 
15th season in an exhibit of 40 
artworks that reflect the experi-
ence of Santa Fe as an art colony. 
Featuring the period from 1915 to 
1940, “Allure” explores the artists 
who went to Santa Fe, what com-
pelled them, and the work they 
produced. The opening reception 
will be held on Jan. 31 beginning 
at 6 p.m. Call 407-246-4278 or 
visit mennellomuseum.com

Feb. 1 – Commemorating 
Bok Tower Gardens

Feb. 1 is the Dedication Day 
as the magnificently beautiful 
Bok Tower Gardens commemo-
rates its 85th anniversary with 
free admission. The occasion will 
feature guest speakers, special 
carillon concerts, a tree planting 
ceremony, and a rare opportunity 
to ‘cross the moat’ surrounding 

the “singing tower.” No reserva-
tions necessary. Visit boktower-
gardens.org 

Current – New Year – New 
name – Same commitment 
to philanthropy

The Community Foundation 
of Central Florida officially an-
nounced its new name, Central 
Florida Foundation, and has 
launched its new website as a 
resource to the community. The 
Central Florida Foundation is 
home to more than 400 charitable 
funds established by individuals, 
families and corporations. It has 
grown to more than $55 million 
in assets since 1996 and awarded 
more than $30 million in grants, 
including $1 million in scholar-
ships. The funds cover the full 
range of philanthropy supporting 
education, the arts, environment, 
health and human services and 
religion. Visit cffound.org

And looking ahead … 

Feb. 6, 7, 8 – Tables Extra 
Extraordinaire

Decorators, brides, inte-
rior designers, and anyone who 
enjoys elegant entertaining will 
want to visit the Holy Trinity 
Conference Center in Maitland 
for Tables Extraordinaire. This 
unique fundraiser showcases 30 
lavishly decorated tables while 
offering luncheons or dinners 
reminiscent of a trip to Greece. 
The three-day event ends on 
Saturday evening (Feb. 8) with 
a Gala Banquet. During the day, 
visit the Center for Greek pastries 
and delicacies (they even offer 
‘take-out’ for lunch and dinners). 
Visit htgocorlando.org or Tables 
Extraordinaire on Facebook, or 
call 407-333-3895.

Josh
Garrick
Culture for 
your calendar

160 E Broadway Street Oviedo

The Sign Man

Relax
Sign Man 

has it covered!

PH: 407-365-3722 

FX: 407-365-7786

WWW.SIGNMAN.NET

&VEGETABLES
FRESH FRUIT

W Brian Thomas Produce

110 Geneva Drive, Old Downtown Oviedo
(Across From Ace Hardware)

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

MICHAEL ANDREW

CITRUS BOWL KICKOFF
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VoiCes THIS WEEK IN POLITICAL HISTORY —  JAN. 24, 1980 – U.S. officials announce that America is ready to sell military equipment (excluding weapons) to China as a reaction to 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. An additional agreement was signed for the construction of a station in China that would be able to receive information from an American satellite.
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Call 407-563-7023 or email 
ibabcock@turnstilemediagroup.com  

to have The Voice visit your class or group.

Voices!

Kids say what they liked 
about the 37th Central 
Florida Scottish Highland 
Games held in Winter 
Springs Central Winds 
Park on Jan. 18 and 19.

I love the Scottish rock bands! The 
whole environment is great – the 

music, food and the jewelry, like the 
really nice necklaces. We came to 
the Highland Games last year for 

the first time. I like the food, but not 
haggis.

—Victoria S.
12 years old

My sister is compet-
ing in the Scottish 
dancing today, so I 

like cheering her on. 
I like the hardboiled 

Scotch eggs with 
sausage. I tried 

archery last year. 
The Border Collies 

here are also great to 
watch.

—Brady S.
9 years old

We’re going to watch 
the Border Collies 

herd the sheep 
and also watch the 

Boulder Boogie! The 
sound of the bag-

pipes is cool. I like to 
watch them flip the 
big sticks, and the 

kettle corn is really 
good too.

—Adriana G.
7 years old

I like seeing all the 
heritages and clans, 

and the sheaf bag 
toss and discus throw 

games. I love the 
homemade root beer 

floats! We’ve come to 
the Highland Games 

before. The Border 
Collies and axe-

throwing are great.
—Garrett R.
12 years old

I like to see the 
Border Collies and 

archery. I’ve come to 
the Highland Games 

before and tried 
the axe throwing. I 
also like watching 

the caber toss. The 
music is good, and I 
like the kettle corn.

—Connor W.
12 years old

Sandi Vidal is the executive director for Christian HELP and 
the Central Florida Employment Council, with more than 10 
years of recruiting and human resources experience. For ques-
tions, please call 407-834-4022 (fax 407-260-2949), sandi@
christianhelp.org, or mail Ask Sandi C/O Christian HELP, 450 
Seminola Blvd., Casselberry, FL 32707.

Talk 
ToSANDI>

EMPLOYMENT
 Ask
Sandi

History – we love it or hate 
it. Some consider it boring, 
while others devote their lives 
to its preservation. Kudos to 
those authors and historians 
who have the talent and vision 
to bring history alive. When we 
slip on the leather boots, spec-
tacles or uniforms of a person 
of the past, we begin an un-
derstanding of their struggles, 
fears and triumphs, and can 
learn so much about ourselves 
and find answers and a com-
pass to chart our future. 

History and technology
Understanding the past 

gives us an appreciation of 
what we have: modern conve-
niences and technology, safety 
and evolved thinking. It also 
gives us a sense of what we 
may have lost through modern 
conveniences, technology, safe-
ty and evolved thinking. We no 
longer have to supply our own 
milk, butter and eggs, and yet 
most of us reside comfortably 
at the mercy of power grids, 
grocery corporations and the 
FDA when we open our refrig-
erator. No wonder that many 
are learning homestead skills, 
how to make their own butter, 
and that chickens are migrat-
ing to suburbia and vegetable 
gardens are flourishing behind 
the fences and stucco walls of 
gated communities.

We are grateful that GPS 

triangulation can tell us where 
our teens really are on Satur-
day night and a variety of lo-
cating services rescue us when 
our cell phones and car batter-
ies die. On the other hand, how 
do we deal with being tracked 
and monitored without our 
consent by operating systems 
and smart technology that have 
seeped into the former privacy 
of our homes?

The lessons of history can 
provide a mirror of our future 
because past actions are the 
best predictor of future results. 
Sometimes the reflection we 
see is positive, sometimes not. 
Only history can throw its 
spotlight of experience and 
reveal a trail of footprints to 
lead us through the forest of 
confusion and out to the main 
road.

Geneva Historical & Genea-
logical Society 

How do we thank all the 
volunteers of GHGS for the 
tireless work they do every 

day on our behalf? Since 1952 
when Mrs. Alice Coffee Guyton 
brought the first meeting to 
order, the Society’s objectives 
have been the same: 1) To col-
lect genealogical and historical 
records of the Geneva area’s 
pioneer families; 2) To locate 
and place proper markers at 
historical sites; 3) To place 
identifying markers on all 
veterans’ graves; 4) To obtain 
land/property for the purpose 
of establishing/maintaining 
historical parks and facilities; 
and 5) to improve, promote 
and maintain holdings of the 
GHGS (Found at usgennet.
org/usa/fl/county/seminole/
Geneva/society.htm).

The nature of historical 
societies is that their work is 
ongoing. In Geneva they main-
tain our wonderful Museum 
of Geneva History, as well as 
Fort Lane Park. They provide 
perpetual care of the Geneva 
Cemetery and raise funds 
through the modest donations 

for Geneva T-shirts, prints, 
posters, books and note cards. 
Through their hard work, the 
community enjoys events like 
the upcoming Geneva His-
torical Bus Tour and pancake 
breakfast. If this type of work 
is of interest to you, please 
contact GenevaHGS@aol.com 
for more information. Time, 
financial resources and ideas 
are always needed to continue 
this important work.

Countdown to Bus Tour, 
Pancake Breakfast & Museum 
Visit

Saturday, Feb. 1, is a morn-
ing not to be missed! If you 
weren’t able to secure a seat 
for one of the historical tours 
(9:30 a.m. or 11 a.m.) there 
is still plenty to enjoy. The 
pancake breakfast is a great 
time to enjoy homemade 
pancakes with your neighbors 
and friends at the Commu-
nity Center. Then check out 
the wonderful items that the 
GHGS has to offer like books, 
prints, calendars, T-shirts and 
more. Stop over at the Geneva 
Museum and stroll through the 
wonderful vignettes that bring 
Geneva history to life. Your 
kids and parents will definitely 
enjoy seeing the fossils, tools, 
uniforms, and musical instru-
ments, and learn about how 
the people, land, lifestyles and 
nature have evolved.

Passionate about history
Stetson’s 

Corner
By Karen McEnany-Phillips

I think milestones are pretty cool. When 
I turned 30 it was a huge event for me. I 
think I celebrated for the whole month. 

This year the Central Florida Employ-
ment Council turns 20 years old. That is 
20 years of helping to connect employers 
and job seekers to each other and commu-
nity resources. In 1994, six human resource 
managers came together to figure out how 
to connect job seekers with the job opportu-
nities they were advertising. They started 
a network-and-learn group for employers 
that still meets monthly and has more than 
800 professionals connected with it. 

They also started job fairs. The first one 
was very small with just 12 employers and 
25 job seekers. Since CFEC started there 
have been up to 145 employers participat-
ing at one time and a record of 8,000 job 
seekers in November of 2008 at the begin-
ning of the recession. 

I was introduced to my current job 
at Christian HELP by volunteering with 
CFEC as a speaker for some of the meet-
ings. I became a board member first with 
CFEC and then eventually with Christian 
HELP.  Many people do not realize the 
mayor’s and governor’s job fair produced 
by CFEC is actually run through a division 
of Christian HELP.

CFEC has one of the few job boards 
that allow employers to post jobs for free 
or very low cost depending on their needs. 
As a non-profit, all of the dollars raised 
through any of the events such as job fairs 
and seminars goes directly back into the 
community through Christian HELP. 

In 20 years, thousands of job seekers 
have been connected with jobs and em-
ployers have been connected with employ-
ees.

The schedule for the rest of the year can 
be found on the CFEC.org website. Visit to-
day for tips on job seeking, job leads, and 
job seeker events.

Best Wishes-

Twenty years 
of helping 
find jobs

Letters to the editor Send your thoughts (400 words or less) to Managing Editor Isaac Babcock at ibabcock@
turnstilemediagroup.com

Stopping the federal power grab
The power of the federal government 

is out of control. Recently, state legislators 
from more than 30 states came together 
at the Mount Vernon Assembly to discuss 
the process for peacefully correcting this 
problem. Washington’s abuse of power — 
instigated for decades by both Republicans 
and Democrats — must come to an end 
before it is too late.

The $17 trillion national debt is one 
example of this abuse. If the national debt 
were calculated by the normal rules of ac-
counting to include accrued liabilities (i.e., 
vested social security benefits), it would 
reach almost $200 trillion. Our children 
and grandchildren will pay for Wash-
ington’s spending spree and its failure to 
enforce tough decisions over the years. 
There will be taxes imposed for spending 
they never approved and from which they 
never directly benefited. The cry of that 
generation will echo that of the founding 

generation: “Taxation without representa-
tion!”

Fortunately, the states possess the 
authority to reorganize the government in 
a manner that preserves liberty, when the 
national government becomes drunk with 
power. Article V of the Constitution allows 
states to call a convention for the purpose 
of proposing amendments to the Consti-
tution. This is not to be confused with a 
constitutional convention. Using an Article 
V convention, the states can stop the 
spending and debt spree, the power grabs 
of the federal courts, the waste, corruption 
and unaccountability for actions that hurt 
our country, and the forfeiture of American 
sovereignty to the United Nations.

Citizens for Self-Governance has started 
the Convention of States Project to urge 
state legislators to call a Convention of 
States. To get involved, visit our website, 
conventionofstates.com and our Facebook 
page, Facebook.com/conventionofstates. 
You can also contact Florida’s COS state 

leadership at cos.sd.fl@gmail.com
I respectfully suggest that not only do 

the states have the authority to change the 
structure of American government; they 
also have the responsibility to save this 
nation by using their power which is pro-
vided for, in Article V, to stop the federal 
abuse of power.

We have reached a crossroads. One 
path leads to the escalating power of an 
irresponsible centralized government, 
ultimately resulting in the financial ruin of 
generations of Americans. The other path 
leads to freedom and the chance to once 
again be proud of these United States.

Which will we choose?
I’m choosing to preserve liberty by 

volunteering for the Convention of States 
Project in Florida and encourage you to 
join me.

— Valerie Pickert, Captain, Florida 
House District 47

cos.dc47.fl@gmail.com
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every week. 

Visit SeminoleVoice.
com and click 
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The
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
A childless married couple seeks to 

adopt.
Will be full-time mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses paid. Call/
Text. Patricia & Adam. 1-800-790-5260. 
Bar#0150789.

Winter Park Benefit Shop
140 Lyman Ave, Winter Park - needs 
items to sell: clothing, bedding, jewelry, 
kitchenware and bric-a brac. Also need-
ing volunteers. Contact Elizabeth Comer 
407-647-8276. Open Tues & Fri at 
9:30am; Sat 10am-1pm. All proceeds 
support children’s programs & the Or-
lando Blind Association.

EDUCATION
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –

Get FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Housing and Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-314-3769

EDUCATION
You can become

an expert in HVAC installation and repair. 
Pinnacle Career Institute Online HVAC 
education in as little as 12 months. Call 
us today: 1-877-651-3961 or go online: 
www.HVAC-Online-Education.com

HELP WANTED
Now Hiring OTR CDLA Drivers.

New Pay Package and $2500 Sign-On 
Bonus! Mostly 5-10 days out, full bene-
fits, achievable bonuses. Call for details 
1-888-978-3791/apply www.heyl.net

MISCELLANEOUS
A Guaranteed Offer in 48 Hours!

We Buy Homes! www.dbuyshomes.com 
800-741-6876

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
No Time.... Call!

WE CLEAN FOR YOU!! Commercial and 
Residential servicing. WE DO IT!! Call 
Catherine Adam 321-356-8160. cad-
am1959@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE: FOR SALE
3 STATE VIEWS! Nat’l Forest Access.
1.84 AC - $24,900 Prime, wooded, 
mountaintop acreage with majestic three 
state views. EZ access US National For-
est. Incredible 4 season recreation. 
Paved roads, underground power, fiber 
optic cable & municipal water. Perfect for 
primary/vacation/ retirement home. Ex-
cellent financing. Only one available, 
won’t last. Call owner now 866-952-
5303, x120

BANKRUPTCY AUCTION -
5,700 +/- Acres North Port, Florida Feb-
ruary 13 World Class Hunting Develop-
ment Potential 800-504-3010 National 
Auction Group, Inc. Thomas J. Bone, FL 
#AU3422
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FREE book by doctor reveals what the drug 
companies don't want you to know!

Your sex life and erection can now survive

DIABETES OR 
PROSTATE CANCER?

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, MD, will mail the first 37 men that respond to this ad 
a free copy of his new thirty dollar book “A Doctor’s Guide to Erectile 
Dysfunction.” He’s so sure this book will change your life he will even pay 
the postage and handling. If the popular pills don't work for you, regardless 
of your age or medical history, you owe it to yourself and your lady to read 
this book now! Call Toll Free 800-777-1922 24-hrs. and leave your name 
and address (only).

Go Painlessly® with THERA-GESIC.

Maximum strength 
analgesic creme for 
temporary relief from:

• Joint and Muscle  
   soreness
• Arthritis
• Back aches 
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G
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 39th Annual Mount Dora 
    Arts Festival 
   February 1 & 2 

www.MountDoraCenterForTheArts.org 

The National Auction Group
#685 — Sarasota County, FL
Florida Press — 3.792 inches wide by 4 inches deep

AMERICA’S TROPHY PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS®
Thomas J. Bone, FL #AU3433

THE NATIONAL AUCTION GROUP, INC.®
P.O. Box 149 • Gadsden, AL 35902

5,700± ACRES

WORLD-CLASS 
HUNTING & FISHING

SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

• I-75 Frontage 
• Offered in Parcels & Entirety

• Bordered by Conservation Land 
• Working Cattle Ranch Managed for
Trophy Game • Perimeter Fencing,

Pastures, Ponds & Creeks 

UNLIMITED DEVELOPMENT
POTENTIAL

1-800-504-3010 or (256) 547-3434 
www.NationalAuctionGroup.com


