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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Want to do every holiday event 
at once? Oviedo has you covered 
with the holiday parade and snow 
mountain coming up this weekend. 
MORE IN CALENDAR, PAGE 5
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Dirty blonde and down to the 
small of her back, with a few snips 
of scissors the bottom 2 inches of 
Ashley Komanetsky’s flowing 
locks fell to the salon floor. Blue 
eyes locked on the mirror, the 
15-year-old knew this could be 
the last time shears would be nec-
essary. Next time, her hair would 
fall out in clumps on its own.

From diagnosis to partial re-
mission, Ashley spent all of 2013 
fighting through on-and-off hos-
pital stays and sluggish sick days 
taking treatments to keep up her 
blood counts. But the week she 
sat, skin milky-pale, in the salon 
chair, her hemoglobin counts 
clocked in at 7.9 – just barely 
more than half the 14 total a 
healthy body should have. 

Her numbers steadily falling, 
Ashley headed straight toward 
a relapse, knowing this time her 
Severe Aplastic Anemia would 
likely take everything it could 
with it – including her hair.

“Barring a miracle, she’ll 
need a transplant,” said Ashley’s 
mother Tina Komanetsky.

“This’ll probably be her last 
haircut before she loses all of it.”

The bone marrow transplant 
process kills off everything inside 
of you, only to bring you back to 
life, Tina explained. With radia-
tion, chemotherapy, a minimum 
100-day hospital stay, six-month 
recovery period and a mandatory 
year before the current Hagerty 
High 10th grader could return to 
school – there’s a long road ahead 

to get Ash-
ley back to 
healthy. And 
it’s a road that 
first starts 
with a match.

A stranger 
s o m e w h e r e 
in the world 
who signed 
up to swab 
their cheek 
and join the 
global Be The 
Match Regis-
try for bone 
marrow could 
be Ashley’s 
lifeline. So far 
the registry 
has identified 
only one po-
tential mar-
row match 
for the Oviedo teen. Tina hopes 
that if all goes well Ashley’s 
transplant process can begin in 
the next four to six months.

“Not everyone is so lucky,” 
Tina said. “There’s tons of people 
out there in need who haven’t 
found a match.”

Julie Honohan with Clix Hair 
& Nails in Oviedo, having heard 
Ashley’s story as she sat in her 
salon chair for her final haircut 
earlier in November, decided she 
wanted to do what she could to 
help the cause. As Ashley relayed 
her plans to dye her waist-length 
hair red while she still has it to 
raise awareness for Aplastic Ane-
mia, Julie drafted plans of her 
own.

“You come here and I’ll do 
it for free,” she said, “and bring 
your friends and I’ll do theirs’ 
too!”

That’s how two weeks later on 

Dec. 9 Ashley found herself once 
again in Julie’s chair, this time a 
bowl of Kool-Aid red colored 
hair dye nearby, as her family 
and friends sat in the salon lobby 
filling out forms and swabbing 
cheeks to sign up for the Be The 
Match Registry.

It’s the most recent of a string 
of donor registry drives Ashley’s 
helped inspire and organize since 
her diagnosis in November 2011. 
Events at churches, schools and 
now, hair salons, Tina said, each 
have helped increase the chanc-
es of not only Ashley finding a 
match, but all those suffering 
with bone and blood disorders in 
need.

Katie Begin stood first in line 
after Ashley for her free red hair 
highlight. At 7 years old, Katie’s 
been battling Severe Aplastic 
Anemia for two and a half years 
– diagnosed just six months be-

fore Ashley. Her seat raised high 
so her big brown eyes could see 
in the mirror as Julie applied the 
dye, a wide baby-toothed smile 
spread across her face as the red-
stained foil folded over her choc-
olate brown hair.

Katie’s mom Barbara said the 
little girl is still in partial remis-
sion, but if and when her trans-
plant time comes, as of now she’s 
still without a match. That’s why 
as Katie sat waiting for her color 
to sink in, Barb stood behind a 
nearby table swabbing cheeks. 
Since her daughter’s diagnosis, 
she’s registered herself as a Be 
The Match donor coordinator 
helping sign up willing donors 
from her hometown in Brevard to 
here in Oviedo and across Cen-
tral Florida.

“I know I probably won’t find 
her a match, but if I can find any-

Ashley’s perfect match

n Please see ASHLEY on page 2

PHOTO BY SARAH WILSON — THE VOICE 
Julie Honohan colors Ashley Komanetsky’s hair an eye-catching red to help spark conversations.

SARAH WILSON
The Voice

A new study of Oviedo’s wa-
ter utility systems will reveal 
how much revenue the city needs 
to maintain its quality of service 
over the next 10 years – findings 
that may bring about changes to 
the city’s water rates.

The City Council voted dur-
ing Monday’s meeting to accept 
a study agreement with Willdan 
Financial Services, who will rec-
ommend a baseline for both ex-
penditures and costs for the city’s 
water, sewer, reclaimed water 
and stormwater utilities.

“They’ll make sure that the 

[current prices] we’re charging 
are sufficient to run the plants 
over the long-term and to keep 
up with the capital improve-
ments needed in the plan,” May-
or Dominic Persampiere said.

The city 
has kept its 
water rates 
stable in re-
cent years, 
with the ex-
ception of a 
1 percent in-
crease in 2011. 

O v i e d o ’ s 
purchase of 
the wastewa-
ter plant off 
of McKinnon 
Avenue more 
than three 
years ago 
played a big 
role in that sta-

bility. Reclaimed water company 
Utilities Inc. originally owned the 
plant and provided wastewater 
services to a large eastern portion 
of Oviedo. But Persampiere said 
the private company frequently 

raised rates, causing an imbal-
ance in cost between the eastern 
and western parts of the city.

“Now that we’ve bought the 
plant, we’ve been able to stabi-
lize the rates,” Persampiere said. 
“They used to give rate increases 
all the time.”

He said the study will help 
address how to bring the western 
and eastern parts of town back to 
similar rates.

“They’ll look at the new rev-
enues generated by us turning 
the wastewater around and now 
we’re processing it rather than 
others,” Persampiere said. “Ob-
viously we’ll keep all the revenue 
here rather than paying some-
body else to do it.”

Oviedo’s neighbor Chuluota 
continues to suffer from poor wa-
ter quality all while facing rate in-
creases brought about by a brand 

City ponders water rate change

TIM FREED
The Voice

PHOTO BY TIM FREED — THE VOICE
Oviedo’s water rates have been steady in recent years. 

n Please see BILLS on page 2

New study could 
dictate future 

water rates

Raising awareness 
for a rare blood 

disorder
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This Week THIS WEEK IN WORLD HISTORY — DEC. 17, 1843 – Charles Dickens’ classic story “A Christmas Carol” is published. Dickens never lost momentum as a 
writer, churning out major novels every year or two, often in serial form. He would go on to write “Great Expectations” (1861) and “A Tale of Two Cities” (1859).
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one a match … it’s so incred-
ibly worth it,” Barbara said.

As 20 friends, family and 
strangers filed in and out 
of the Clix Hair & Nails for 
their free red hair highlights, 
Barbara managed to register 
seven new members to the 
registry – each one incremen-
tally upping the odds that 
when the time comes, kids 
and adults like Ashley and 
Katie can find the match they 
need.

“Where do you want 
it?” hairdresser Julie asked 
Amanda, the third woman in 
her chair ready to dye her red 
streak.

“Not too big, but big 
enough where people will 

new $2.1 million ion-exchange water treat-
ment system installed in 2010. 

Chuluota’s neighbor to the south, Bith-
lo, also suffers from poor water quality. The 
Orange County Environmental Protection 
Division conducted a study of Bithlo to see 
if public water would be a good fit for the 
town.

The 2012 study of 1,900 homes and 115 
commercial businesses revealed that Bithlo 
would need 38 miles of new pipes, costing 
$20.5 million, or $555 per resident each year 
for 10 years.

The last Oviedo study of the overall 
utility system more than three years ago 
showed that rates could be kept stable as 
long as the city kept up with inflation.

Oviedo plans to bring in more revenue 
and keep rates down by rerouting pipes in 
eastern Oviedo, bringing between 1,500 to 

2,000 Oviedo residents into the city’s utility 
system so they won’t have to pay an Or-
ange County rate for having water sent to 
Iron Bridge Regional Water Pollution Con-
trol Facility, Persampiere said.

The northwestern side of town will 
eventually be routed into the city’s sewer 
system as well, replacing the septic tanks 
currently used in the area and bringing 
more residents in Oviedo proper under the 
water system.

Councilman Stephen Schenck said the 
City Council continues to do everything it 
can to try to keep rates down.

“I think we’ve mitigated as much as we 
can for long-term impact, it’s now a mat-
ter of things that are going to hit everybody 
throughout the state,” Schenck said. “As 
long as there’s state increases and the im-
pacts of those are being felt, then of course 
we’re going to be hit.”

ASHLEY | Mom turned into a cheerleader to get more strangers to become marrow donors to help others

BILLS | Water quality issue still plagues homes

n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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CAM’S AUTO REPAIR
1701 Pratt Place Oviedo

407-977-4767
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 9am-3pm

NEW LOCATION 1701 PRATT PL OVIEDO

We service all vehicles. Foreign & Domestic
Shuttle svc w/in 10 miles with appointment  Towing Available

AC Delco Professional Service Center
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Must present coupon at time of service

 ONLY  $16.99 Expires 1-30-14

OIL CHANGE*

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

see it and ask me about it so I can tell [Ash-
ley’s] story,” Amanda said.

In six months, these highlights will have 
faded, and Ashley’s red flame-tipped hair 
may be gone – but Tina said she and her 
family will keep fighting for awareness, as 
Ashley fights her way through her trans-
plant with 80-percent survival rate odds.

 “[Ashley] hasn’t made this just about 
her, she’s made it her mission to help every-
one out there going through what she has,” 
Tina said, her tear-welling eyes wandering 
across the salon to meet Ashley’s. “… She’s 

so tough. We just know she’s going to get 
through this.”

For now, the Komanetskys wait anxious-
ly for the day Ashley’s golden hair grows 
so long it needs cutting again, when her 
cheeks glow again. Two years from the day 
of the transplant, doctors finally tally trans-
plant patients as “survivors.” 

Until then, Tina said she’ll be dreaming 
of that day when she can talk about her 
daughter with that five letter word she’s 
been waiting years to hear:

“Cured.” 

PHOTO BY SARAH WILSON — THE VOICE
Katie Begin gets her hair dyed to raise questions and awareness.
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Dr. Merriweather, board-certified family medicine physician, joins the practice to pro-
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inTeresTs THIS WEEK IN HUMAN HISTORY —DEC. 22, 1956 – A baby gorilla named Colo enters the world at the Colum-
bus Zoo in Ohio, becoming the first-ever born in captivity. She has been a great-grandmother since 1996.
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A typical week seems like a blur 
for UCF senior and varsity soccer 
player Tishia Jewell. A Monday 
morning spent poring over text-
books and online class lectures 
quickly leads into a brutal three-
hour soccer practice. She and her 
teammates trudge through pass-
ing and shooting drills, weight 
training and studying video. 

Jewell can catch her breath af-
terward on most days, but twice 
a week she’s off to her three-hour 
night class. The cycle of studying 
and soccer practice repeats itself 
five more times during the week – 
not to mention the soccer matches 
every Friday and Saturday.

Her coaches and teaches would 
call her dedicated to soccer and 
academics, but Jewell remains 
passionate about something else: 
volunteerism.

Jewell ranked among the top 
140 female student athletes in the 
nation who were eligible for the 
NCAA Woman of the Year award, 
a distinction that recognizes 
grades, leadership, volunteerism 
and other accomplishments on 
and off the field.

The NCAA Woman of the Year 
Award nomination comes on the 
heels of another award she won 
last year, the NCAA Senior CLASS 
Award – a similar accolade that 
measures the same criteria. 

The UCF senior and Central 
Florida native didn’t make it 
through the second cut that nar-

rowed down the list to 30 girls, 
but that’s not holding Jewell back.

“I think it’s an awesome 
award; I was honored just to be 
considered for it,” Jewell said.

Jewell got a head start with 
grades by starting early in high 
school, taking colleges classes and 
graduating with an A.A. degree 
in addition to her diploma. She 
entered UCF with two years of 
college already finished, making 
room for everything she took on 
with soccer and academics. 

“She has kept the focus, un-
derstanding that education is 
very, very important,” said Jew-
ell’s mother Telethia. “Soccer is 
her love, but she understood that 
the education was why she was 
there.”

But that didn’t make her let up 
in soccer. Jewell made the Con-

ference USA All-Conference First 
Team and was chosen as the Con-
ference USA Offensive Player of 
the Year during her sophomore 
year at UCF. She was also selected 
for the NSCAA/Continental Tire 
All-America Third Team and ap-
peared in Soccer America’s list of 
the top 100 players in the country 
at No. 31.

“Tishia’s a very gifted player 
that didn’t need a whole lot of ex-
tra individual help,” said Aman-
da Cromwell, former head coach 
of the UCF women’s soccer team.

“She was very fast, very quick 
on the dribble, hard to defend 
because of the talent she brought 
to the field and she could score 
goals. Ultimately, she had a very 
good shot.”

Cromwell admired Jewell’s 
ability to balance the different 
parts of her life.

“Soccer in itself is like having a 
job,” Cromwell said.

“It speaks to her ability to man-
age her time, be diligent in her 
studies and get everything done 
she needed to do … someone be-
ing able to take on that much and 
be successful at anything is pretty 
special.”

But amidst the soccer and her 
schoolwork, Jewell still found 
time to volunteer, spending time 

More than an athlete

PHOTO BY TIM FREED — THE VOICE 
Tishia Jewell got her kicks on the field, and won out in the classroom at UCF. 

TIM FREED
The Voice

One 
Senior 
Place ...

See our full Calendar 
of Events at 

OneSeniorPlace.com

407.949.6733
715 Douglas Avenue

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

M-F 8:30am – 5pm

SENIOR CLUB  
SPONSORED BY  

FAMILY PHYSICIANS GROUP
EVERY MONDAY, 10AM – 12PM

December 16th – Movie Day
December 23rd – Casino Day

December 30th – Bingo 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
The Real Estate Specialists  

are IN!
Also: 23rd & 30th  (10am-1pm)

Presented by  
EXIT Real Estate Results
By Appointment Only – 

407.949.6714

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
Health Care Reform

3pm-4:30pm
By Florida Blue-McBride  

Insurance Agency
RSVP 407.230.7825

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18

Are your Hearing Aids  
in the Drawer?
3pm-4:30pm

Presented by Harmony Hearing 
Centers of America
RSVP 407.949.6737

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
The Real Estate Specialists  

are IN!
9am-12pm

By EXIT Real Estate Results

 
We will be closed on  

Wednesday, December 25th. 
Happy Holiday!

Calendar of Events 
December 2013

UCF student up for 
national award

n Please see TISHIA on next page
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For more information, contact our corporate office at 407-365-6611.

An Open Letter To 
Our Community

Calendar
DEC. 14 and 21

Need some neat Geneva Christmas 
gifts? The Geneva Historical Society will 
be having its annual Historical Society 
Post Office Sale on Dec. 14 and 21. We 
will be selling books on the history of 
Geneva, photo books, a new book on the 
story of Geneva’s Lincoln Conspiracy Con-
nection, Geneva T-shirts and more at the 
Geneva Post Office from 9 to 11 a.m. 

DEC. 18
Business After Hours this month is at 
Fishing Ammo, with appetizers, refresh-
ments and a “Duck Dynasty” theme. It’s 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 18 at 
1734 Kennedy Point, #1110, in Oviedo. 
For more information, visit oviedowinter-
springs.org

DEC. 19
Join the Oviedo-Winter Springs Regional 
Chamber of Commerce for its Chamber 
Knight on Dec. 19 at UCF’s Light Up UCF 
ice-skating rink, luge and carnival. Come 
out from 5 to 8 p.m. and say hi. 

DEC. 13-15
The villainous Barnaby has fallen in love 
with sweet Mistress Mary Quite Con-
trary. If he can’t buy her love, then he’ll 
force her to marry him by threatening to 
foreclose on her mother, the poor widow 
Piper. Mary already has her heart set on 
marrying Barnaby’s nephew Alan - but not 
if Barnaby can help it! It’s “Babes in Toy-
land” at the Princess Theater, 115 W. First 
St. in Sanford. It’s playing at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. 
Visit spotlightcfl.org for more information. 

DEC. 13
Casselberry’s official tree lighting cer-
emony and holiday movie in the park 
starts at 6 p.m. Dec. 13 at 95 Triplet Lake 
Drive at Lake Concord Park. Holiday en-
tertainment will delight visitors from 6 to 
7 p.m. followed by a tree lighting at 7 p.m. 

and the movie in the park, “Rise of the 
Guardians,” from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Bring 
the family for Santa, artisan booths, a 
Food Truck Bazaar and more! For more in-
formation, call 407-262-7700, ext. 1507. 

DEC. 14
It’s the Oviedo Winter Springs Holiday 
Parade and Snow Mountain! The parade 
gets going along Oviedo Mall Boulevard at 
4 p.m. heading toward the mall, and the 
Snow Mountain plus games, music and 
more await at the end. It’s from 3:30 to 9 
p.m. on Dec. 14 at the Oviedo Mall park-
ing lot, so there’s plenty of parking. 

HOPE Helps’ annual Christmas in the 
City event will go from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Dec. 14 at the University Carillon 
United Methodist Church. Enjoy songs of 
the season, a shared meal, children play-

ing, giving and receiving. Last year more 
than 500 registered families received a 
pre-packaged Christmas dinner, new toys 
for each child, shoes, gift cards for teens, 
clothing, and more. Volunteer opportuni-
ties and donation drop-off locations are 
available on HOPE’s website at hopehelps.
org. Individuals and families in need must 
be current HOPE clients and pre-register 
at HOPE’s facility (149 E. Broadway St.) or 
provide voucher from church or partner 
agency.

ONGOING
Light Up UCF continues to light up the 
holiday season at the CFE Arena. Run-
ning through Jan. 5 the event features 50 
nights of music, lights, and ice, with ice-
skating, ice slide, and a winter carnival 
atmosphere. Visit lightupucf.com for more 
information and tickets. 

Family 
Calendar

Notes
Bar says he’s Groot

Lonnie N. Groot of Daytona Beach Shores 
and the Lake Mary law firm of Stenstrom, 
McIntosh, Colbert & Whigham, P.A. has 
been awarded certification in the area of 
city, county & local government law by 
The Florida Bar for a new five-year period 
ending in 2018. 
Groot was initially awarded certification 
in 2008. Board certification recognizes 
attorneys’ special knowledge, skills and 
proficiency in various areas of law and 
professionalism and ethics in practice. 
Board certified lawyers are evaluated for 
professionalism, and tested for expertise 
in their field. 
Certification is The Florida Bar’s high-
est level of evaluation of the competency 
and experience of attorneys in the 24 
areas of law approved for certification by 
the Supreme Court of Florida. 
Only six percent of eligible Florida Bar 
members, approximately 4,600 lawyers, 
are board certified. 

The Sign Man

Rubber Stamps
Large Format Printing
Awards, Trophies & Novelties
And More!

Computerized Laser & Rotary Engraving
Custom Name Badges
Signs & Banners

RELAX
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The Sign Man

PH: 407-365-3722
FX: 407-365-7786

WWW.SIGNMAN.NET
160 E. Broadway Street, Oviedo

helping in food drives around 
campus.

“It wasn’t anything that I 
planned, but if I got the opportu-
nity to do it I would jump on it,” 
Jewell said.

She came into college with 
a strong background with vol-
unteerism. In high school, Jew-
ell went on a mission trip with 
her church to Greece, where she 
helped paint walls and tile the 
floors of a local’s home. She also 
volunteered for the Humane So-

ciety, a women’s shelter in Bre-
vard County, and her mother’s 
non-profit organization Szuba 
Guardians Care Solutions, which 
helps people who can’t live inde-
pendently to find proper housing, 
education and medical care.

“She has really grown to have 
a passion for helping people and 
serving the community,” Telethia 
said.

Jewell plans to graduate from 
UCF this month with a double 
master’s degree in public admin-
istration and nonprofit manage-

ment, a brand new program at the 
school. 

She’ll be the first student in the 
school’s history to graduate from 
the program, Telethia said.

Jewell knows she’s made her 
mark athletically and academi-
cally at UCF, but Telethia insist-
ed that the biggest impact she’ll 
make will be in the lives of others 
moving forward.

“We want her to reach for the 
sky, because she’s going to help 
whoever she works with a lot,” 
she said.

TISHIA | Soccer star also getting double-master’s degree

n CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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aThleTiCs THIS WEEK IN SPORTS HISTORY — DEC. 13, 1983 – The Detroit Pistons and Denver Nuggets played what would become the highest 
scoring game in NBA history. The Pistons would win 186-184 in triple overtime, setting multiple NBA records that still stand. 

 Discover the art of hair...
...high-end hair artistry with a sassy twist!

®

269 aulin ave      suite 1009      oviedo         
the street directly across from Oviedo High School 

407.359.5183
First-time guests with this ad. Expires 2/1/14

www.SizzorSsalon.com

   2012 & 2013

  Oviedo~Winter Springs

   Regional Chamber of Commerce

  First Place

  BEST SALON

  Orlando Magazine

  BEST OF ORLANDO

 2012 & 2013

Shampoo,
Cut & Style

$24
Partial

Highlights
$49
Full

Highlights
 $69

Full Color
$44

Men’s Cut
$14

After struggling in the wake of 
defensive player injuries that took 
a toll but never knocked them 
off their eight-game win streak, 
the Knights will have more than 
20 days to rest before the biggest 
game in team history. And after 
Sunday night’s announcement 
they know they’re heading to 
Glendale, Ariz., to face Baylor in 
the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 

But until this weekend the 
Knights thought they’d be head-
ing to the Sugar Bowl in New Or-
leans. The change of flight sched-
ule was set into motion Friday 
night, when unranked Bowling 
Green upset the Northern Illinois 
Huskies, who were No. 14 in the 
BCS Standings at the time, with a 
47-27 rout. That loss put UCF in 
position to play in NIU’s place, 
a presumptive slot in the Fiesta 
Bowl. After UCF’s win over SMU 

in Dallas on Saturday night, their 
fate was all but sealed. 

Ten years after head coach 
George O’Leary took the helm of 
the UCF Knights football team, 
they hammered in their final win 
in their best season ever en route 
to their biggest bowl game. The 
Knights (11-1, 8-0) kept things 
interesting, but controlled their 
destiny all the way to the closing 
siren in another nail-biter finish 
against SMU Saturday. 

“They hung in there and 
made some good adjustments at 
halftime,” Head Coach George 
O’Leary told UCFKnights.com 
after the game. “We came out in 
the no-huddle and Blake did an 
outstanding job of controlling the 
ball.”

UCF had struggled against the 
bitter cold all game, which had 
been in the 20s on account of a 
morning kickoff in Central Time. 
The Knights dropped passes, 
flubbed throws and fumbled runs 

in the frigid weather in Dallas, 
where snow ringed the edges of 
the field all game. Quarterback 
Blake Bortles found the end zone 
himself in the deciding score, rac-
ing to the left sideline and cruising 
past the pylon to put the Knights 
up for good. Bortles would throw 
for 242 yards to lead the Knights 
to victory. 

After barely cracking double-
digit yardage in the first quarter, 
the Knights would go on to rack 
up 338 yards in the game after 
accelerating their offense in the 
second half. They would outgun 
the Mustangs offense, which had 
313 yards, most of them on the 
ground. Where UCF led substan-
tially was first downs, gaining 24 
versus SMU’s 15. 

For the better half of the fourth 
quarter the Knights were in con-
trol, shutting down the Mustangs’ 
defense and driving down the 
field, despite icy hands that had 
trouble on receptions and runs. 

UCF receiver Rannell Hall had 
crucial catches all game to ad-
vance the offense, and the UCF 
defense found ways to stop the 
SMU offense in the second half 
after giving a concussion to SMU 
quarterback Neal Burcham in the 

fourth quarter. Hall would catch 
44 yards of receptions. Wide re-
ceiver Jeff Godfrey led the team in 
reception yardage with 62 yards. 

The Knights had trouble early 
on after letting the Mustangs 
score first with a short field goal 
to put it to 3-0. The Knights over-
took the Mustangs in the fourth 
quarter and held off another drive 
for the win. 

Thanks to the win, which set a 
school record for the team’s first 
sweep of conference play in team 
history, the Knights finish the reg-
ular season ranked No. 15 in the 
BCS Standings – an all-time high. 

At 8:30 p.m. on New Year’s 
Day they face the most prolific of-
fense in NCAA Division 1 football 
this season. The Baylor Bears have 
gained an average of 624.5 total 
yards per game and 53.3 points 
per game, about 20 points more 
per game than the Knights. 

But the Bears have also been 
known to give up big plays, mak-
ing for high-scoring games for 
both teams. With the Knights’ 
prolific offense that has turned on 
for blowout performances against 
Akron, FIU, UConn and Rutgers, 
it could be an offensive slugfest. 
The game will be aired on ESPN. 

Knights face nation’s top offense
ISAAC BABCOCK

The Voice

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Fans had lots of reasons to cheer during the Knights’ record-setting season. 

Tom Carey
SundewGardens@gmail.com

“Community supported agriculture.”

Experience homegrown gardening: 
Plan your next fieldtrip to Sundew Gardens
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MICHAEL O'SHAUGHNESSY REAL ESTATE BROKERS SINCE 1986

Offering agents the highest commission 
splits in the marketplace.

Offering clients the highest level of real estate 
professional services.  

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL SALES, 
MANAGEMENT, LEASING AND BROKERAGE

CALL US ON YOUR NEXT MOVE  407-539-4844

 

Housing trends in 2014; Tight 
inventory, rising 
interest rates 
and home value 
gains

Out with the 
old and in with 
the new! 2013 
was a great year 
for many home-
owners’ neigh-
borhoods and 
buyers alike as 
home values 

rose, interest rates remained af-
fordable, and many communities 
in the greater-Orlando area saw 
fewer vacant homes and fore-
closures. It’s been said that slow 
and steady wins the race, and 
2014 is projected to continue the 

housing recovery this year began. 
Let’s look at some of the expected 
trends for the New Year.

Home values will continue 
to make gains, specifically in the 
West and South. 

Great news for Central 
Floridians here: According 
to the August/October Real-
tors Confidence Index Survey, 
3,000 Realtors were asked about 
expectations for home values in 
2014. The Western and Southern 
regions were ranked highest with 
professionals predicting gains 
of 4 to 8 percent. This is great 
news for local homeowners and 
it also echoes a poll taken earlier 
in the year by Realty Trac, which 
indicated that more than 8 mil-
lion homeowners nationwide are 

estimated to be in positive equity 
situations on their primary home 
loans this year. 

Interest rates will rise, but 
that’s not likely for a few months.

Attention homebuyers on the 
proverbial fence! Buying before 
March may save you money on 
your monthly mortgage pay-
ments. As of print deadline, the 
Fed had not yet met for the last 
policy-making committee of the 
year. In this meeting the Fed will 
probably do one of two things, 
either begin to cut back on their 
bond purchasing campaign 
straight away, or schedule a more 
gradual pull back. The most like-
ly time frame for these changes 
to take effect is March, according 
to experts like Vincent Reinhart. 

Reinhart is the chief United States 
economist for Morgan Stanley, 
and he believes the Fed will set in 
motion a plan for reducing bond 
spending around that time. If this 
plays out as he expects, then we 
will likely avoid another mort-
gage rate spike in the immediate 
future like the one we saw back 
in June when Bernanke first 
announced he would be scaling 
back bond buying.

Inventory will remain tight, 
especially in hot neighborhoods.

In yet another continuation of 
2013’s market, Realtors are antici-
pating inventory to remain tight 
in high demand areas such as the 
Southern region we call home. 
This means we will continue to 
see what is considered a “sellers 

market,” and the hottest homes 
fetching top dollar and multiple 
bids. Sellers can maximize this 
opportunity by fixing a home up 
before putting it on the market 
and hiring an agent that has a 
wide digital reach so their home 
is seen by both local, out-of-state 
and out-of-country buyers. As 
for the buyers, rates are still cur-
rently in the 4-percent range and 
there are still plenty of homes for 
sale. Your dream home is within 
reach, just be sure to act fast once 
you find it. 

Happy New Year!

Christina Rordam is a local Realtor. Con-
tact her at 407-928-8294 or ChristinaS-
ellsOrlando.com

Interest rates will rise, possibly in March

Christina 
Rordam 
Keepin’ it Real 
Estate

Member of:

 

Homes

Q: This is our first year in a house 
that has a working fireplace, but 
we’ve never used one before. 
We’d like to have a crackling fire 
during holiday get-togethers and 
throughout the winter, but so far 
I can’t get one to light. I just get 
a lot of smoke in the room and 
no flame. Any tips? — Dale C., 
Madison, Wis. 

A: It can be a little tricky to get a 
nice fire going in the fireplace if 
you’ve never done it before, and 
there are some safety tips you 
need to follow as well. 

First, be certain the fireplace 
is safe to use. If it was inspected 
and cleaned when you moved in, 
you’re good to go; but if it hasn’t, 
or you don’t know when it was 
last inspected, contact a chimney 

cleaning service. 
Make sure the area around the 

fireplace is safe: flammable items 
several feet away. If you don’t 
have a fire extinguisher nearby, 
get one and place it neaby. 

To light a fire, you’ll need sev-
eral pieces of wood in various siz-
es, along with old newspaper or 
a fire starter stick. The small bun-
dles of firewood sold in grocery 
stores and home improvement 

stores are expensive, but they’ll 
do for a first-time fire, as they’re 
medium-size and usually cut to 
fit most fireboxes. You should also 
go out for a walk and collect an 
armful of fallen, dry twigs and 
small branches. 

With your fuel ready, it’s time 
to get started. Open the fireplace 
damper fully — this flap is located 
at the top of the firebox (the area 
in which the fire burns) and when 
opened allows air to flow up the 
chimney and outward. It’s prob-
ably the reason your house was 
filling with smoke when you tried 
to light a fire before. 

Twist a half-sheet of newspa-
per into a cylinder. Light one end. 
Hold the burning end a few inch-
es underneath damper for about 
30 seconds or until you see smoke 

from the burning paper flowing 
freely upward into the chimney 
flue. 

Carefully light the kindling, 
starting near the back of the log 
stack and working your way for-
ward. Properly seasoned logs 
should catch within a few min-

utes, but don’t be disappointed if 
you have to repeat the process. 

By Samantha Mazzotta

Dodging the Draft

Q: The apartment I’m living in 
has older windows, and now 

that winter is almost here, the cold 
air is seeping in easily. My landlord 
said he “winterized” the windows 
by painting them shut. I don’t think 
that’s a solution. Any tips for me to 
quickly shut out the draft and get 
those windows open? — Chilly 
Nose in Brattleboro, Vt.

A: There are better solutions out 
there, for sure, than painting 

over drafty spots in the windows. And 
having windows that are stuck shut is 
a clear safety issue. Since your land-
lord isn’t in a hurry to fix or replace 
those leaky windows, you have some 
options to get through this winter 
comfortably and without having to 
spend too much money on heating.

First, unstick those windows. Use 
a box cutter to slice through the new 
paint down to the corners where the 
window sash meets the frame. Then 
gently wiggle the window open so the 
new paint isn’t damaged or torn away. 
Once the window is open, make sure 
it slides open and shut smoothly. If 
not, look for paint or other gunk on the 
slide tracks in which the sash is set. 
Sand this stuff away and then smooth 
the tracks by running a bar of soap 
along them a few times.

Next, see if the screen outside the 
window (if there is one) is part of a 
storm window-screen combination. 
If so, you can slide the screen up to 
sit behind the top pane of the storm 
window, and slide the bottom storm 
window down. This provides added 
protection against wind and weather.

Now, you’ll need to weather-strip 

the window. Measure the width and 
height of each window to figure out 
how much weather stripping you’ll 
need. For a rental unit, you shouldn’t 
invest in the most expensive weather 
stripping, either. Compressible strips, 
usually made of foam or another flex-
ible material, with adhesive backing 
usually work well and are easy to 
install. 

Measure and cut the stripping to fit 
along the bottom of the window sash. 
Make sure it fits and that the window 
closes completely and can be locked 
before attaching it by its adhesive 
backing. 

You may need to weather-strip 
other parts of the window, depending 
on their type, age and the condition 
they’re in. Make sure the strips don’t 
interfere with easy operation of the 
window. 

If you have a door that leads outside, 
try adding a piece of weather stripping 
along the base of the door to keep out 
drafts. 

Send your questions or home tips to 
ask@thisisahammer.com. My new e-
book, “101 Best Home Tips,” is avail-
able to download on Amazon Kindle! 
Pick it up it today for just 99 cents. 

© 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

To find drafty 
spots in a win-
dow, run a hair 
dryer along the 
sash and frame 
while a helper 
stands on the 

other side, feeling for warm air 
coming through.

Backlogged Claims 
Actually Go Down

Despite the projections that the 
number of backlogged claims with 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
would climb during the recent gov-
ernment shutdown (so said Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki), 
it wasn’t as bad as expected.

In a pre-shutdown reprieve, the 
VA was granted an exemption, and 
claims processing stayed up and run-
ning. However, during the shutdown, 
processors weren’t able to continue 
working their 20 hours per month 
mandatory overtime to whittle away 
at the backlog (claims that have been 
sitting for more than 125 days). That 
mandatory overtime has been a key 
component to getting the backlog 
reduced, and will stop completely in 
November.

One would think that a lot of claims 
work was left undone.

But the Monday Workload Report 
shows that despite the shutdown, the 
canceled overtime and all the doom-
and-gloom projections, the number 
of claims actually went down. Grant-
ed, they didn’t go down by much, 
but they did go down. (If you want 
to view the archived file of Monday 
Morning Reports, go online to www.
vba.va.gov/reports/mmwr/) 

Remember that before the shut-
down, the VA hadn’t met its own 
projections of how fast the number 
of claims would fall on their way to 
eliminating the backlog. It didn’t meet 
its own goal to the tune of approxi-
mately 100,000 claims for fiscal year 
2013. (Some in Congress were a bit 
annoyed about that, since the VA had 
been granted $1.59 billion specifi-
cally to bring down the backlog.)

Bottom line: If the mandatory over-
time is canceled permanently, then 
yes, the number of delayed claims 
can continue to go down, but it will 
be at a very slow rate. While the VA is 
still aiming for 2015 to clean up that 
backlog, it’s looking increasingly 
unlikely for that to happen.

Freddy Groves regrets that he can-
not personally answer reader ques-
tions, but will incorporate them into 
his column whenever possible. Send 
email to columnreply2@gmail.com.

© 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Dusting off your fireplace? Don’t get smoked
Send your questions or home tips to 
ask@thisisahammer.com. My new 
e-book, “101 Best Home Tips,” is 
available to download on Amazon Kindle! 
Pick it up it today for just 99 cents.

Voice
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Oviedo ER is located at 8300 Red Bug Lake Road in Oviedo between S.R. 417 
and S.R. 426 with easy access from W. Broadway Street. OviedoER.com

For all your family’s emergencies – big and small 
Central Florida Regional Hospital brings effi cient, high-quality emergency 
care to the Oviedo community with the opening of our Oviedo ER. 

The 11,000-square-foot freestanding ER features:

 •  Adult and pediatric emergency care

 •  Physicians specializing in Emergency Medicine on-site 24/7

 •  35 full-time employees including nurses certifi ed in Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support and Pediatric Advanced Life Support

 • 12 private patient care beds

 • Dedicated trauma room

 •  Diagnostic imaging including CT scan, ultrasound and X-ray

 • Laboratory services

Caring for Oviedo
 EMERGENCY EXPERTS

Now Open 24/7!

The Millennial generation — 
those 32 years old and younger — 
is made up of enthusiastic home-
buyers that have more optimism 
and confidence about their recent 
home purchases than any other 
age group. 

According to a recent National 
Association of Realtors study that 
evaluated the generational dif-
ferences of recent homebuyers 
and sellers, 85 percent of buyers 
younger than age 32 believe their 

home purchase was a good finan-
cial investment.

The oldest individuals of the 
Millennial generation are start-
ing to buy their first homes. They 
understand that homeownership 
is one way to accumulate wealth, 
especially for younger families in 
today’s world.

The Millennial generation is 
the largest in history after the 
baby boomers, and they are ex-
pected to give the housing market 

a boost. However, there are chal-
lenges that might hinder their 
ability to purchase homes, in par-
ticular tight lending standards, 
student loan debt, and an uncer-
tain job market.

“The impact of student loan 
debt is a concern for future gen-
erations and the ability to be-
come homeowners,” explains 
Orlando Regional Realtor Asso-
ciation Chairman Steve Merchant, 
owner-broker of Global Realty 

International. “Those burdened 
with growing monthly debt pay-
ments will have restricted access 
to mortgage credit and could find 
it harder to save for a down pay-
ment.”

Yet those challenges aren’t 
changing younger buyers’ at-
titudes about homeownership. 
In Orlando, Millennial buyers 
are fortunate to be in a housing 
market with record affordabil-
ity and a rising inventory level, 

which means more great homes to 
choose from.

“Today’s market presents great 
opportunities for young buyers 
to own a home,” says Merchant. 
“Orlando Realtors are commit-
ted to making sure those who are 
willing and able to own a home 
have the opportunity to do so, 
and can expertly guide young 
buyers through the complicated 
process.”

— ORRA

Young buyers exude optimism, 
confidence about homeownership

875 Clark Street,Suite A
Oviedo, FL 32765

 www.OviedoVision.com
407.366.7655 

Fashion Frames
Custom Contact Fittings
Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses
Treatment of “Red Eyes”

In-House Optical  Lab
Surgery Co-Management

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Time for yourhealth eye exam!

Convenient  • Caring  •  Competitive

Buy 
10 Jumps
for Only

 $80!

532 S. Econ Circle, Suite 120 • Oviedo

407.542.7844 • www.boingjump.com
New Holiday Hours! Check Out Our Website Or Call For New Schedule!

“Give the gift card 
that will really have them 

jumping for joy!”
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Now through Dec. 29 – ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play’ 

The Orlando Shakespeare 
Theater invites us to share the 
holiday cheer of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” performed as a 1940s radio 
broadcast, running through Dec. 
29. Inspired by the legendary 
film, “Wonderful Life” includes 
an ensemble of five actors who 
bring to life a dozen characters 
in a radio broadcast complete 
with commercial jingles. Orlando 

Shakes invites us to fall in love, 
all over again, with George Bailey 
and the Angel who saves his life, 
on Christmas Eve. Call 407-447-
1700 or visit orlandoshakes.org

Dec. 12, 13, and 14 – ‘What 
Christmas Means to Me’

The Central Florida Com-
munity Choir and Orchestra will 
unite to present “What Christ-
mas Means to Me,” a concert 
of memories surrounding the 
holiday season. Filled with 
song and narration, this joyful 

show tugs at heartstrings with a 
300-voice community choir and 
90-piece orchestra. This concert 
for the whole family will be 
presented on Dec. 12, 13, and 14 
at 7:30 p.m. at Northland Church 
in Longwood. Visit cfcarts.com/
what-christmas-means-to-me or 
call 407-949-7170.

Dec. 12 to 22 – Breakthrough 
Theatre presents ‘The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever ‘

In this hilarious Christmas 
classic, a well-intentioned couple 
struggles to put on their church 
Christmas pageant with a cast 
that includes the Herdman kids, 
the most inventively awful kids 
in history. Its fun and mayhem as 
the Herdman kids collide head-
on with the Christmas story! 
Running from Dec. 12 to 22, place 
your ticket reservation by calling 
407-920-4034. The Theatre is at 
419A W. Fairbanks Avenue in 
Winter Park.

Dec. 13 – Casselberry Tree 
Lighting Ceremony

Lots of family activities 

accompany the Annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony presented by 
the city of Casselberry on Dec. 
13 beginning at 6 p.m. Art and 
music and food trucks will be in 
Lake Concord Park from 6 to 9 
p.m., Santa will light the tree at 7 
p.m., and the movie – “Rise of the 
Guardians” will be shown free at 
7:30 p.m. For information (or to 
volunteer), call 407-262-7700, ext. 
1507, or email mehrlich@cassel-
berry.org 

Dec. 14 – ‘Clare and the 
Chocolate Nutcracker’

It’s an up-tempo “Nut-
cracker” when Clare ‘lives’ her 
enchanted dream, traveling with 
the Chocolate Nutcracker to the 
Kingdom of Toys. Visiting Candy 
Land and New Orleans (Clare’s 
birthplace), they arrive in time for 
Mardi Gras. This ‘Nutcracker’ is 
performed in ballet, jazz, mod-
ern, swing, gospel and hip hop as 
Tchaikovsky and Duke Ellington 

are fused to bring us a 
very contemporary ver-
sion of the holiday classic. 
Call 407-403-5519 or visit 
clareandthechocolatenut-
cracker.net 

Dec. 14 – Breakfast (or 
brunch) with Santa at 
the zoo

Santa really ‘gets 
around’ at this time of 
year, but what fun to have 
your little ones find St. 

Nick among the animals at the 
Central Florida Zoo. Along with 
breakfast (at 9 a.m.) or brunch 
(at 11 a.m.) there will be holiday 
cheer and activities for the fam-
ily. After sharing their wishes 
with Santa everyone will enjoy 
creating a special animal treat 
and watch as zookeepers give the 
animals their handmade holiday 
gifts. Reservations suggested. 
Call 407-323-4450, ext. 123, or 
visit centralfloridazoo.org

Dec. 14 – Snow Mountain in 
Oviedo 

Snow in Florida!? – Visit Ovie-
do as the city of Oviedo presents 
its annual Snow Mountain event 
on Dec. 14 with a Holiday Parade 
beginning at 4 p.m. followed by 
the Snow Mountain from 5 p.m. 
until it melts (around 9 p.m.) 
Held at the Oviedo Mall, tickets 
are $5 ahead and $10 day of. 
Inflatable games and entertain-
ments are free, and vendors and 
crafters will be there for holiday 
shopping. Call 407-971-5568 or 
visit cityofoviedo.net 

Dec. 14 – Parent & Child 
Ornament-Making Workshop 

The Casselberry Art House 
will host the entertaining educa-
tor Marla E, artist and art teacher, 
in a special Ornament-Making 
Holiday Workshop specially 
created for parents and children 
to come together in the creative 
process. Marla visits area schools 
with her art events – always 
offering innovative projects to 
help kids learn about and explore 
the world of art. The workshop 
will begin at 1 p.m. at the Art 
House at 127 Quail Pond Circle 
in Casselberry. Call 407-262-7700, 
ext. 1122, or visit casselberry.org/
register

Dec. 15 – Maitland 
Symphony free Holiday 
Concert 

The Maitland Symphony Or-
chestra invites everyone to its an-
nual free holiday concert on Dec. 
15 beginning at 7:30 p.m. Includ-
ing music from “The Nutcracker” 
and familiar melodies of the 
Christmas season, a special fea-
ture will be the Florida premiere 
of a work by Michael Mahadeen 
called “Winter Lights.” Perform-
ing Arts of Maitland invites the 
whole family to dream together 
with music from the past, from 
the heavens and into the New 
Year. At the Maitland Presbyte-
rian Church, call 321-303-1404 or 
visit pamaitland.org 

Dec. 15 – Natalie and 
Shawn in a night of singing, 
swinging holiday fun

Josh
Garrick
Culture worthy of 
your calendar

From all of us at Cam’s Auto Repair & Service!
Merry Christmas 

Cam’s Auto Repair & Service 
1701 Pratt Place Oviedo

407-977-4767

M-F 8am-6pm Sat 9am-3pm!

The Nutcracker

Family Series 

Dec 21st  & 23rd

Tickets start at $25

NutcrackerThe

December 19th-22ndBob Carr Performing Arts Centre

by the
ORLANDO

PHILHA
RMONIC

ORCHEST
RA

Book Your SeAtS toDAY!

407-426-1739
orlAnDoBAllet.org

Nutcracker TeaDec 21st 12:30 - 1:30PMLimited Availability$25 per person*

*Price does not include tickets to The Nutcracker performance.ph
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With our Challenge you will have a chance to

Class Starts: Thursday Jan 2, 2014

Class Size is LIMITED
Reserve Your Spot TODAY!

CALL: 703-819-8964     

6 WEEK CHALLENGE

 

WEIGHTLOSS 

CHALLENGE

Shape Up In 2014

WIN & MONEY  PRIZES!

A Personal Coach    Free Meal Plan

In our 6 Week Class, you will get

JOIN NOW FOR ONLY $25 

ActiveFuelNutrition@gmail.com

Group Support to Cheer You On!

n Please see CULTURE on page 10

‘BEST PAGEANT EVER’

SANTA AT THE CFL ZOO
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Two of the great singing ac-
tors of Central Florida – Natalie 
Cordone and Shawn Kilgore – 
will bring their “Taste of Christ-
mas Cabaret” to the Plantation 
Gardens Clubhouse at 4270 S. 
Lake Underhill Road in Orlando 
on Dec. 15. The cabaret-concert of 
popular songs includes holiday 
favorites along with interactive 
fun including the Tacky Holiday 
Sweater Contest, and an audience 
sing-along. For ticket informa-
tion, visit CordoneAndKilgore.
com 

Dec. 15 and 22 – 
Breakthrough Theatre’s 
Cabaret Sunday goes 
‘Holidaze’ 

Winter Park’s Breakthrough 
Theatre will present a special 
two-night-only cabaret called the 
“Breakthrough Family Christ-
mas” on Sundays, Dec. 15 and 
22, at 7 p.m. With a huge cast of 
Breakthrough alumni singing 
favorite Christmas songs and 
sharing stories of Christmas-past, 
this event-from-the-heart is the 

perfect way to put you and your 
family in the Christmas 
spirit. For reservations, call 
407-920-4034. 

Dec. 17 and 18 – Andrea 
McArdle’s ‘Sounds of 
the Season’ 

Broadway’s “Original 
Annie” – Andrea McArdle 
– will celebrate the holiday 
season at The Abbey with 
“Sounds of the Season,” 
with performances on Dec. 
17 and 18 at 8 p.m. The 
show business legend will 
offer traditional holiday 
favorites along with be-
loved Broadway hits from 
“Oliver” and “Annie.” 
McArdle was the youngest 
performer ever nominated 
for a Tony Award (in 1977) 
for the title role in “Annie” 
and has since appeared in 

countless musi-
cals and cabarets. 
For tickets, visit 
ticketweb.com

Dec. 18 to 23 
– ‘Dickens by 
Candlelight’ – 
with Tea and 
Cookies

Of all the 
ways to experi-
ence Charles 
Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Car-
ol,” my favorite 
is the production 
called “Dickens 

by Candlelight.” While candle-

light is in 
the title, the 
production 
brings us ‘into 
the action’ by 
seating us at 
tables where 
we are served 
tea and 
homemade 
cookies as the 
extraordinary 
three actors 
(who play 
all the parts) ‘act’ among us. 
And this year is extra special to 
have Robin Olson, who created 
“Dickens by Candlelight” in 
1997, return to the cast along with 
audience favorites John DiDonna 
and Monica Tamborello. Running 
Dec. 18 to 23, call 407-222-7669 or 

visit Dickensbycandlelight.com

Josh Garrick is a writer, photographer, 
educator, and fine art curator. He is a 
member of the Curatorial Council for the 
Museum of Florida Art. Garrick can be 
reached at joshgarrick9@gmail.com or 
407-522-3906.

K4 - 12th grade u Oviedo Campus u 407-971-2221
www.MastersAcademy.org

The Master's Academy, a community Christian school,  
admits students of any race, color and national ethnic origin.

Thank you for voting TMA “Best Private School!”

&VEGETABLES
FRESH FRUIT

W Brian Thomas Produce

110 Geneva Drive, Old Downtown Oviedo
(Across From Ace Hardware)

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

CULTURE | Out of ideas for where to escape your house during the holidays? Take a look at these events

n CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ANDREA MCARDLECHRISTMAS CABARET
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Call 407-563-7023 or email 
ibabcock@turnstilemediagroup.com  

to have The Voice visit your class or group.

Voices!

Here’s what kids at the 
Winter Springs Holiday 
Parade said about how 
they prepare for the 
holidays.

We celebrate Christmas and our 
tree is already up. We have lights 
inside and outside the house. We 
bake snowman cookies and will 

visit others in our family. Opening 
presents is the best! I have been to 

this parade before.
—Chloe P.

8 years old

Our Christmas tree 
and all of our lights 

are up. Being with my 
family and friends, 

and opening presents 
is my favorite part of 
Christmas. We make 

sugar and crescent 
cookies. This is my 
8th year coming to 

this parade!
—Aylah P.

8 years old

I like shopping for 
presents for my 

parents. My brother 
and I helped decorate 
our tree. We will also 
put out plastic candy 

canes and trees 
outside. I like open-

ing presents with my 
family. This is my first 

time at the parade.
—Jordynn
9 years old

I like opening pres-
ents and spending 
Christmas with my 

family and friends. We 
have six Christmas 

trees and I help deco-
rate them. Also we 

set up a village by our 
fancy tree. Last year 
I was in this holiday 

parade.
—Lillian K.
8 years old

We decorate with a 
Christmas tree and 

lights inside and 
I like to help with 

that. I look forward 
to Christmas; some-
times we make pies. 

We just moved to 
Winter Springs so 

this is my first time 
at this parade.

—Sarah B.
10 years old

VoiCes THIS WEEK IN POLITICAL HISTORY — DEC. 19, 1732 – Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia first published “Poor Richard’s Almanack.” The book, filled with 
proverbs preaching industry and prudence, was published continuously for 25 years and became one of the most popular publications in colonial America. 

Sandi Vidal is the executive director for Christian HELP and the 
Central Florida Employment Council, with more than 10 years 
of recruiting and human resources experience. For questions, 
please call 407-834-4022 (fax 407-260-2949), sandi@
christianhelp.org, or mail Ask Sandi C/O Christian HELP, 450 
Seminola Blvd., Casselberry, FL 32707.

Talk 
ToSANDI>

EMPLOYMENT
 Ask
Sandi

The holiday season is here 
and in the dozen or so days 
left before Christmas and the 
New Year there is an impos-
sible amount to be done. How 
we choose to spend our time is 
composed of a thousand daily 
decisions. During the holidays 
it is easy to feel that we don’t 
really have a choice in what 
we have to do, that saying no 
is not an option. How many 
Decembers do we push the au-
topilot button and shop, travel, 
entertain and rush about? We 
emerge in January and quietly 
admit that we didn’t exactly 
enjoy the holidays, much less 
find a sliver of spiritual growth 
or solace.

Finding priorities
Over the past few years I 

have shed a number of mate-
rial items that used to mean 
a lot to me. Books, china, 
kitchen gadgets, home dé-
cor, and clothes for example. 
Each item had been special at 
one time and yet when I was 
honest with myself, I had not 
used, worn or enjoyed them 
in months or years. A few 
years ago I had the privilege of 
meeting Winter Park interior 
designer Carolyn Moor. She 

shared some personal stories of 
her own life where prioritizing 
and downsizing were needed. 
One great piece of advice she 
shared is to go into a room, 
write the number one on a 
sticky note and place it on the 
one thing above all you would 
keep. Then write the number 
two on the next and place it on 
the next highest-prized item 
you would keep, and so on. By 
the time you get to the eighth 
or tenth item you recognize the 
reality that most of the material 
items you have are replaceable.

One more day
The pressures and expecta-

tions of the holidays assail us 
from all sides. Friends, fam-
ily and workplace press us to 
deliver life and death appoint-
ments, gifts, social engage-
ments and extra errands. Then 
we add our own personal pres-

sure to the mix. In the last few 
months several friends of mine 
have lost friends and family 
members very unexpectedly. 
Quiet tragedies like this pull 
our mortality into sharp focus. 

If we only had one more 
day, one more month, one more 
year, what would we do with 
that remaining time? What 
would sink into unimportance? 
These questions are difficult 
to work into the reality of our 
daily lives. And yet the truth 
is when we lose someone un-
expectedly we think about the 
last thing we said or didn’t say 
to each other. How we spent 
those last precious moments of 
time, and how we wished we 
had spent them differently. We 
face the irreplaceable reality 
that there are no do-overs, no 
second chances.

As you’re counting the 
days to Christmas, New Years 

or your special holiday, take 
a few moments to count your 
blessings and be generous with 
your time for the people and 
things that matter.

Merry Christmas and happy 
holidays to all!

Save the dates
The annual Geneva Histori-

cal Society Post Office sale will 
be held Saturdays, Dec. 14 and 
21, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. under 
the trees outside the Geneva 
Post Office. Find unique gifts 
including Geneva t-shirts, 
historical books, cookbooks, 
photobooks, stocking stuffers, 
Geneva prints and new items 
such as colored hoodies.

Parents take a break by sign-
ing your kids up for the Winter 
Break Eco Camp at the Yarbor-
ough Nature Center from Dec. 
30 through Jan. 6 (weekdays 
only except Jan. 1). They will 
enjoy outdoor adventure and 
environmental awareness by 
learning about the natural 
world from the folks at Semi-
nole County Greenways and 
Natural Lands. Ages 7 to 12 are 
welcome, and the class is from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact lhart-
sock@seminolecountyfl.gov or 
call 407-349-0959 to sign up.

Your best gift? Time
Stetson’s 

Corner
By Karen McEnany-Phillips

One of my friends recently posted on 
Facebook that she would not hire a young 
person and would rather have an employ-
ee who was more experienced. She had in-
terviewed several college grads who were 
totally ill equipped to interview for the job.

The biggest pet peeve she had was the 
lack of research they had done. Her compa-
ny is very prominent on social media and 
she has worked hard to create her “brand,” 
yet interviewee after interviewee could tell 
her very little about what they knew about 
the company. 

She was also concerned about the de-

mand for a high salary with very little, if 
any experience in the field. Some of the 
candidates had held retail or fast food jobs, 
but had never interned or worked in her 
type of business. She was willing to train, 
but at an entry-level salary.

The last issue she had was the lack of 
professionalism they displayed in the in-
terview. Several candidates were casually 
dressed including one who wore a sun-
dress and flip-flops. Others just wanted to 
know if they could have a flexible schedule 
or work from home. 

When all was said and done, she decid-
ed to pay a little more for experience and 
polish. The lesson in this for new college 
graduates is to make sure you research the 
company, keep your expectations in line 
with your experience, and be professional.

Want that 
job? Get to 
know the 
company 
beforehand

—
18— King Features Weekly Service

December 9, 2013 

EDITORIAL CARTOON
Several candidates were 

casually dressed, including 
one wore a sun dress and 

flip-flops.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BE YOUR OWN BOSS! OWN A 

YOGURT, DOLLAR, MAILBOX, PARTY,
TEEN, CLOTHING, OR FITNESS STORE. 
WORLDWIDE, 100% FINANCING, OAC. 
FROM $55,900 COMPLETE TURNKEY 
(800)385-2160 WWW.DRSS3.COM

Winter Park Benefit Shop
140 Lyman Ave, Winter Park - needs 
items to sell: clothing, bedding, jewelry, 
kitchenware and bric-a brac. Also need-
ing volunteers. Contact Elizabeth Comer 
407-647-8276. Open Tues & Fri at 
9:30am; Sat 10am-1pm. All proceeds 
support children’s programs & the Or-
lando Blind Association.

EDUCATION
You can become an expert in HVAC 

installation
and repair. Pinnacle Career Institute On-
line HVAC education in as little as 12 
months. Call us today: 1-877-651-3961 
or go online: www.HVAC-Online-Educa-
tion.com

HELP WANTED
Driver Trainees Needed NOW!

Become a driver for Werner Enterprises. 
Earn $800 per week! Local CDL Training. 
1-877-214-3624.

Now Hiring: OTR CDLA Drivers - 
New Pay Package

and $2500 Sign-On Bonus! Mostly 5-10 
days out, full benefits, achievable bo-
nuses. Call for details 1-888-378-9691/
apply at www.heyl.net

Top 1% Pay & CSA Friendly Equip, 
Full Benefits + Quality

Hometime, No slip seating -- Take truck 
home, CDL-A Req 877-258-8782 www.
ad-drivers.com

HELP WANTED
Position Available: Club and House 

Administrator:
The Woman’s Club of Winter Park, Inc., 
an almost century old non-profit civic 
and charitable organization, is seeking to 
fill a half time (20 hours per week) posi-
tion by January 1, 2014. The successful 
candidate will have proven skills and 
experience in marketing, public rela-
tions, administration, communications, 
social media, budgeting, and event plan-
ning. Ability to work well with a variety of 
people is essential. This person will work 
with the club Board of Directors, mem-
bers, and rental clients, as well as one 
other part-time employee, whose job 
entails house maintenance and technol-
ogy. Salary range, $16-$18/hour de-
pending upon experience and perfor-
mance. Please submit a full resume and 
letters of reference to Sandra Blossey, 
1262 Melissa Ct. Winter Park, FL 32789

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –

Get FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Housing and Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-314-
3769

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT
1BR/1Bath Condo for RENT - $725/

mo
Single story condo - no one above or be-
low. Range,stove,dishwasher,tile 
throughout, washer/dryer hookups, three 
closets. Cats ok. Dogs no way. Pool, 
tennnis courts. Near intersection of Red-
Bug Road & 436/Semoran Blvd. Very nice 
community. Available now. Minimum 1 
year lease. Dan 863-797-4128 sunshi-
nerentals123@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE: FOR SALE
10 ACRE MOUNTAIN TOP ESTATE!

Gorgeous Blue Ridge mountain acreage 
featuring spectacular 3 state views & 
towering hardwoods! Abuts U.S. National 
Forest. Great building spot! U/G utilities, 
paved rd frontage, RV friendly. Priced to 
sell only $69,900. Excellent financing. 
Call now 866-952-5303, x 92 

Tennessee Log Cabin on 6 acres 
with FREE Boat Slip!

Only $74,900 New 3BR, 2BA log cabin 
shell, lake access, nicely wooded, level 
setting. Quiet paved road frontage. Ex-
cellent financing. Call now 877-888-
0267, x 453 

FREE book by doctor reveals what the drug 
companies don't want you to know!

Your sex life and erection can now survive

DIABETES OR 
PROSTATE CANCER?

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, MD, will mail the first 37 men that respond to this ad 
a free copy of his new thirty dollar book “A Doctor’s Guide to Erectile 
Dysfunction.” He’s so sure this book will change your life he will even pay 
the postage and handling. If the popular pills don't work for you, regardless 
of your age or medical history, you owe it to yourself and your lady to read 
this book now! Call Toll Free 800-777-1922 24-hrs. and leave your name 
and address (only).

JOB RESOURCES at 
EmployFlorida.com helped 
Jasmine choose a career  
path and land a job she loves.

You too can discover 
REAL RESULTS with 
Employ Florida.

JASMINE GREEN
Monitor Support Technician,  
Shands Hospital

Employ Florida is an equal opportunity program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon 
request to individuals with disabilities. The Employ Florida telephone number may be reached by 
persons using TTY/TTD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711. Disponible en Espanol.1-866-FLA-2345

EmployFlorida.com

www.orange-blossom.com/7100  1-800-624-8835 1-800-624-8835 1-800-624-8835 1-800-624-8835 1-800-624-8835
Gifts of Florida’s Finest Fruit
Indian River Citrus
ORANGE BLOSSOM

811Send
Triple
Florida
Sunshine

*2999$

Item #7100

FREE Box of
Tangelos!
Order Navels & Grapefruit,
get Tangelos FREE!
Send a healthy holiday gift of famous Florida Navel Oranges
and Ruby Red Grapefruit, and get a box of sweet, easy to
peel Tangelos FREE.  Tree-ripened and picked at the peak
of perfection, satisfaction guaranteed.  All three boxes will
be shipped to one address.

5 lbs. of Citrus
in each box!

EXTRA BONUS
FREE 3 oz. Jar
Genuine
Honeybell Marmalade

Plus standard shipping.*

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

8001- CAR LANGE--


