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Kick off the Christmas season 
with Winter Springs’ 32nd annual 
Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting 
this weekend! 
MORE IN CALENDAR, PAGE 3

WHERE TO FIND 
THE BEST GOATS
INTERESTS, 4

Knights could win it all
UCF football hits the gridiron 
for the final game of the regular 
season, hoping to clinch. 
ATHLETICS, 8

Keep your brain healthy 
Our expanded Fun and Games 
section will keep you sharp. 
FUN AND GAMES, 11

A flyboy goes to war 
On the anniversary of the Pearl 
Harbor bombing, a pilot looks back. 
CENTRAL FLORIDA SENIOR, B1
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Tears brimmed in Cheryl and 
Richard Gonzales eyes as three 
solemnly spoken words helped 
officially turn their family of two 
to three on Nov. 22. 

“He’s yours now,” said 
Orange County Judge Robert M. 
Evans. 

“Just as if he had been born 
to you.”

The words marked an end 
to the couple’s wait and a 
beginning to their new life as 
parents as their new smiling 
son, 10-year-old Jayden, floated 
happily back to his seat behind 
them.

In the span of a few sentences, 
for the first time Jayden’s world 
went from one of ongoing worry 
to one with a secure home and 
two stable parents.

“Because of all the moving 
around he did before he came to 
us, he never had a place to keep 
his things, never had enough 
clothing, every time they moved 

he would have to start all over. 
Until now, Jayden never had a 
secure place,” Cheryl Gonzales 
said.

“Today because of all the hard 
work of the people at Children’s 
Home Society and DCF, Jayden 
has us forever and we just want 
to say thank you so much to all 
of them for helping make this 
possible.” 

Courtrooms usually reserved 
as serious, somber places, in-

stead became places of celebra-
tion on Nov. 22 for families like 
the Gonzales’. 

In honor of November’s 
National Adoption Month, 
Orange, Seminole and Osceola 
counties hosted special adoption 
ceremonies, just in time to make 
the brand new families “official” 
before the holidays.

In Orange County, the jury 
room was transformed into a 
makeshift courtroom to accom-

modate all the adoptive families, 
friends and relatives who were 
there to celebrate with them. 

Big grins mixed with teary-
eyed looks of wonder as new 
families glanced at each other 
as if for the first time. Balloons, 
teddy bears and cake took the 
place of legal briefs, gavels and 
stenographers.

“We’ve been a ‘family’ 
since April,” Cheryl said, “but 
something changed today. We’re 
no longer aunt and uncle, now 
we’re mommy and daddy.”

Many of the new families 
faced a long journey to reach 
this milestone. They worked 
their way through endless court 
hearings, evaluations and paper-
work, all the while learning or 
relearning how to parent.

Quite a few of the adoptions 
were by family members, such 
as grandparents formally adopt-
ing grandchildren or in the case 
of the Gonzales family, aunt and 
uncle adopting nephew.

Judy Crites arrived at the 
Orange County Courthouse as 
Grandma and left as Mom. Her 
granddaughter, 7-year-old Riley 
was grinned over the top of her 
new teddy bear, as the realiza-

The Oviedo City Council gave 
architects the go-ahead Monday 
night to start the search for a 
construction firm to build the 
Oviedo Center Park – the center-
piece of the Oviedo on the Park 
development that will include 
a tribute to one of Seminole 
County’s most storied tourist 
attractions.

Mayor Dominic Persampiere 
told residents Monday night that 
the park will include a clone of 
The Senator, the world’s old-
est and tallest cypress tree that 
served as a tourist destination in 
Longwood for decades until it 
burnt down in early 2012.

The idea of acquiring a 
Senator clone came up in a City 
Council work session in the first 
half of this year. It’s been part of 
the overall plan ever since.

“I think it was a really cool 
plan that they came up with,” 
Persampiere said. “We are all 
one in Seminole County. The 
Senator stood there for 3,000 
years and just the fact that they 
thought of cloning it before it 

was lost is fairly impressive.”
“For us to be able to acquire 

one of the clones, plant it and 
have it here is really something 
special.”

The arrangements have 
already been made to purchase 
the tree, which will be the center-
piece of the family park area 
in the southeastern corner of 

Oviedo Center Park, Persamp-
iere said.

The planting of the Senator 
clone is a reversal of a trend in 
Oviedo, which has seen broad 
development on forest and agri-
cultural land in the past 15 years. 

Oviedo on the Park is being 
built on 61 acres of former or-
ange groves, nearly all of which 

were leveled in order to create 
the new downtown project. The 
city has recently drawn the ire 
of residents in the bordering 
rural Black Hammock region for 
allowing zoning changes to land 
which has led to the clearing of 
forests to make way for housing 
developments along the city’s 
northeastern borders. 

The Senator’s clone came 
from well outside Seminole 
County, which had done little to 
preserve the Senator before its 
death, according to University of 
Florida forest genetics researcher 
Don Rockwood. In a grove in 
Lafayette County northwest of 
Gainesville, nursery owner Mar-
vin Buchanan has been working 
on a project to preserve some of 
America’s hardiest trees for more 
than 15 years. He started creat-
ing genetic copies of the famous 
Senator tree in the late ’90s.

Christmas wish granted: a new home

Oviedo’s growing tribute

ALLISON OLCSVAY
The Voice

TIM FREED
The Voice

Kids across Central 
Florida officially joined 
their forever families on 
National Adoption Day

After felling a grove, 
city will plant copy of 
an ancient tree

PHOTO BY ALLISON OLCSVAY 
Jayden Gonzales, 10,  embraces adoptive parents Richard and Cheryl at a 
National Adoption Month event that made their family official on Nov. 22. 

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE 
A clone of The Senator tree rises at Big Tree Park in Longwood. Oviedo will 
soon have another, planted on ground where an orange grove was bulldozed. 

n Please see ADOPTION on page 3

n Please see TREE on page 2

“It’s a nice tribute 
and a connection 

to the county. 
It keeps [the 

Senator’s] legacy 
alive.”
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This Week THIS WEEK IN WORLD HISTORY —DEC. 12, 1901 – Italian physicist and radio pioneer Guglielmo 
Marconi succeeds in sending the first radio transmission across the Atlantic Ocean, disproving detractors.

For more information & to register, call 407-331-3059 x10 or visit:For more information & to register, call 407-331-3059 x10 or visit:

www.newhopeforkids.org/bike
New Hope for Kids is an approved 501(c)(3) organization which provides specialized support to children and families New Hope for Kids is an approved 501(c)(3) organization which provides specialized support to children and families New Hope for Kids is an approved 501(c)(3) organization which provides specialized support to children and families 

grieving the death of a loved one, and grants wishes to children with life-threatening illnesses in Central Florida.n with life-threatening illnesses in Central Florida.

This fun adventure through Winter Park and Casselberry is the perfect occasion for you and This fun adventure through Winter Park and Casselberry is the perfect occasion for you and This fun adventure through Winter Park and Casselberry is the perfect occasion for you and 
your family to feel the wonder and excitement this time of year brings! your family to feel the wonder and excitement this time of year brings! As hundreds of bicycle As hundreds of bicycle 
riders cruise through brightly lit neighborhoods, it is impossible to miss the joy of the season. riders cruise through brightly lit neighborhoods, it is impossible to miss the joy of the season. riders cruise through brightly lit neighborhoods, it is impossible to miss the joy of the season. 
A truly unique experience, this NIGHT ride includes games, music, and refreshments! Plus this A truly unique experience, this NIGHT ride includes games, music, and refreshments! Plus this A truly unique experience, this NIGHT ride includes games, music, and refreshments! Plus this 
year, you can help us fill Santa’s “Bag of Hope” by bringing a new unwrapped toy to the event. year, you can help us fill Santa’s “Bag of Hope” by bringing a new unwrapped toy to the event. year, you can help us fill Santa’s “Bag of Hope” by bringing a new unwrapped toy to the event. 

Come join us and see why this event has become a family favorite!Come join us and see why this event has become a family favorite!

Our 11th Annual Holiday Bicycle Ride!

Date:   Saturday, December 14,  2013
Place: South Seminole Middle School

101 Winter Park Drive, Casselberry, FL 32707 
Route: www.mapmyride.com/events/537255/
Time: Registration and festivities start at 4PM
             Ride starts promptly at 6PM
Price: $10 donation in advance   |   $12  the night of the event             $10 donation in advance   |   $12  the night of the event             

Children under 10 ride for free and must be in a trailer or on a tandem. Children under 10 ride for free and must be in a trailer or on a tandem. Children under 10 ride for free and must be in a trailer or on a tandem. 

All proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefitAll proceeds benefit

All children under 16 must wear a helmet. FlashersFlashers on your bike and helmet are recommended.

Family Fun Event sponsored byFamily Fun Event sponsored by
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The Nutcracker

Family Series 

Dec 21st  & 23rd

Tickets start at $25

NutcrackerThe

December 19th-22ndBob Carr Performing Arts Centre

by the
ORLANDO

PHILHA
RMONIC

ORCHES
TRA

Book Your SeAtS toDAY!

407-426-1739
orlAnDoBAllet.org

Nutcracker TeaDec 21st 12:30 - 1:30PMLimited Availability$25 per person*

*Price does not include tickets to The Nutcracker performance.ph
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At least two clones have been 
relocated from Buchanan’s grove 
since then – one located at Big 
Tree Park near the remains of 
the original Senator, and another 
in Reiter Park just two and half 
miles away.

Now that Oviedo will have 
its own sapling, Councilman 
Stephen Schenck said the city 
can pay tribute to the natural 
landmark that continues to unite 
Seminole County cities to this 
day.

“It’s a nice tribute and a con-
nection to the county,” Schenck 
said. “It keeps the legacy alive 
and helps spread the legacy 
throughout Central Florida.”

“I think that’s what they want 
to do with those saplings: make 
them accessible and spread the 
legacy of the Senator out.”

Land developer Tom Cavana-
ugh of PAC Land Development 
said that a firm for the project 
will be chosen in January, with 
construction for the park set to 
start in March.

TREE | Oviedo’s new tree will be rare clone of The Senator, a 3,500 year old Cypress 

n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

ARCHIVE PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK 
Hundreds gathered to pay respects to The Senator in March during a dedica-
tion ceremony to one of its successors, a clone called The Phoenix, planted nearby. 



Seminole Voice | Dec. 6, 2013 | Page 3

Family 
Calendar

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO 
WIN A BLU-RAY™ COMBO PACK

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 26 ON DIGITAL HD 
DECEMBER 10 ON BLU-RAYTM COMBO PACK & DVD

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 

Send us your name and mailing address to 
tcraft@turnstilemediagroup.com

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 26 ON DIGITAL HD
ON BLU-RAYTM COMBO PACK & DVD DECEMBER 10

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN A BLU-RAY™ 

COMBO PACK

Send us your name and mailing address to
 tcraft@turnstilemediagroup.com

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 

tion that she’d never have to leave the 
security of her grandmother’s home again 
began to set in.

“It’s great to be adotted,” Riley said, 
lisping over her P’s through her missing 
two front teeth. “I’m gonna tell all my 
friends about being adotted.”

Riley and her two younger siblings live 
with their grandmothers, Judy Crites and 
Linda Byrd, who teamed up a year ago to 
share a home and the responsibilities of 
raising their grandchildren.

“When the need arises, you just gotta 
step up,” said Crites, who adopted her 
granddaughter to give her the security she 
had been craving.

“She was always afraid she would have 
to leave me. This way she never has to 
again.”

Peggi Smith of Altamonte Springs also 
adopted her granddaughter, 4-year-old Aa-
liyah during the ceremonies Nov. 22. Like 
Crites, Smith wanted to be able to reassure 
her granddaughter with the knowledge 
that she would always have a safe place to 
call home.

“Aaliyah has been with me since day 
one – and now it’s a blessing to know that 
she’s staying with us, as part of our family 
and our world,” Smith said.

Thirty children in the tri-county area 
became part of their forever families dur-
ing this year’s special celebration, said 
Karla Radka, vice president of Community 
Impact for Community Based Care. 

Fourteen-year-old Elizabeth Rowland 
was just one of those 30, but took three 
sentences to sum up the universal hopeful-
ness felt going forward for all those in her 
shoes.

“It makes me feel happier to be part of 
this family because I love them,” she said. 
“If I need something, they’ll give it to me. 
It makes me feel happy and warm inside 

to be adopted today.”
Over the last 10 years, 700 kids in Cen-

tral Florida have found forever families 
through adoption. But for every child who 
is adopted, Radka said, there are many 
more who still wait to find their forever 
family. 

Many of the new parents, like Jen-
nifer Downs, began as foster parents and 
adopted children who had been placed in 
their care initially as foster children.

“The process to become foster parents 
takes about six to eight months,” Radka 
said. “It is a time of reflection and learn-
ing that is very valuable to the process of 
understanding how the system works and 
how best to help these children.”

Once foster parents are approved, they 
are matched with children in need of stable 
environments. 

Every case is different, depending on 
the age of the child, whether or not they 
are part of a sibling group and how long 
they are expected to need foster care.

In some cases, the children become eli-
gible for adoption, which can take another 
eight to 10 months to finalize.

Seventeen-month-old Jaxon Downs 
won’t remember this day, but his new 
mom will never forget it. Downs is a single 
mom who’s been a foster parent for two 
years. In that time, she has fostered seven 
kids.

“Jaxon was my lucky number seven,” 
she said.

Dressed smartly for the occasion in a 
brightly striped bow-tie and crisp white 
shirt, little Jaxon brought a lot of support-
ers with him, including his grandparents 
and his aunt and uncle – all of them 
excited to be a permanent part of his life as 
he grows up. 

“He doesn’t know what this all means 
yet, but he knows we are here for him and 
that’s all that matters,” Downs said.

ADOPTION | Dozens of kids get ‘forever homes’
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

DEC. 6-7 
St. Luke’s Concert Series returns with the 2013 Holi-
day Concert featuring the Brass Band of Central 
Florida, with three performances Friday at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Admission is free for 
this concert, directed by Chad Shoopman with a de-
lightful program of holiday favorites. Arrive early for 
the 2 p.m. Saturday showing and enjoy the Holiday 
Gift Fair from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with dozens of delight-
ful craft and gift booths. It’s all at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church at 2021 W. State Road 426 in Oviedo. Visit 
stlukes-oviedo.org for more information. 

DEC. 6-15
The villainous Barnaby has fallen in love with sweet 
Mistress Mary Quite Contrary. If he can’t buy her love, 
then he’ll force her to marry him by threatening to 
foreclose on her mother, the poor widow Piper. Mary 
already has her heart set on marrying Barnaby’s 
nephew Alan - but not if Barnaby can help it! It’s 
“Babes in Toyland” at the Princess Theater, 115 W. 
First St. in Sanford. It’s playing at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Visit spotlightcfl.
org for more information. 

DEC. 7
Celebrate the season with one of the longest tradi-
tions in Winter Springs, the 32nd annual Holiday Pa-
rade. Following the parade is the 10th annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting. Free pictures with Santa and great 
holiday-themed performances from local schools, 
performing arts groups and more. It’s all from 5 to 9 
p.m. Dec. 7 at the Winter Springs Town Center. 

Mrs. Claus will be at The Rural Heritage Center for 
an evening of decorating cookies, making Christmas 
tree ornaments, writing letters to Santa, and many 
other fun crafts. It’s from 6 to 8 p.m. Dec. 7 and free 
and open to the public. It’s at 101 E. Main St., Geneva. 
Call 407-792-0758 or visit RuralHeritageCenter.net 
for more information. 

DEC. 9
Come join the Oviedo Winter Springs Chamber at the 
Holiday Social from 5 to 7 p.m. Dec. 9 at Spill Wine 
Bar at 1196 Tree Swallow Drive, suite 1313, in Winter 
Springs. The $10 admission gets one drink ticket and 
an appetizer wristband. Contact Melissa Lee at 407-
278-4872 for more information. 

DEC. 13
Casselberry’s official tree lighting ceremony and 
holiday movie in the park starts at 6 p.m. Dec. 13 
at 95 Triplet Lake Drive at Lake Concord Park. Holiday 
entertainment will delight visitors from 6 to 7 p.m. 
followed by a tree lighting at 7 p.m., then the movie in 
the park, “Rise of the Guardians” will run from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Bring the family for Santa, artisan booths, 
a Food Truck Bazaar and more! For more information 
call 407-262-7700, ext. 1507. 

DEC. 14
It’s the Oviedo Winter Springs Holiday Parade and 
Snow Mountain! The parade gets going along Ovie-
do Mall Boulevard at 4 p.m. heading toward the mall, 
and the Snow Mountain plus games, music and more 
wait at the end. It’s from 3:30 to 9 p.m. Dec. 14 at the 
Oviedo Mall parking lot, so there’s plenty of parking. 

ONGOING
The Emil Buehler Perpetual Trust Planetarium at 
Seminole State College offers Central Florida the 
chance to celebrate the holidays with multiple perfor-
mances of its most popular show. The Planetarium 
will present “The Star of Bethlehem” 10 times this 
season, with two showings each on Dec. 6, Dec. 7, 
Dec. 13, Dec. 20 and Dec. 21. Show times for each 
date are 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. “The Star of Bethle-
hem” looks at how the calendar system has changed 
over the millennia and examines clues from the Bible 
to pin down the birth year of Jesus under our current 
calendar. The origins of the Magi are then looked at 
to determine what celestial phenomena they would 
have most likely interpreted to be the Star.

Light Up UCF runs through Jan. 5, the event features 
50 nights of music, lights, and ice, with ice-skating, 
ice slide, and a winter carnival atmosphere. Visit ligh-
tupucf.com for more information and tickets. 
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inTeresTs THIS WEEK IN HUMAN HISTORY — DEC. 10, 1967 – A plane carrying soul-music legend Otis Redding crashes into a small Wisconsin lake 3 miles short of the 
runway, killing Redding and six others. One man survived. His song “(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay” would be released in its “unfinished” form several weeks later.

ALL-NEW 2014 SHOW WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

JAN 22-24, Bob Carr Centre, Orlando
Online: FLShows.com  |  Ticketmaster.com

Phone: 888-974-3698  |  800-745-3000

“This is not only entertainment, but a valuable cross-over cultural event: 
a strong, gracious gesture toward international understanding.”

- Donn B. Murphy, Ph.D., President, The National Theatre

Five Thousand Years of Myths & Legends Come to Life on Stage

The Perfect Holiday Gift

Shen Yun is traditional Chinese culture as it was meant to be experienced. It 
captures the spirit of ancient China, recalling the grandeur of a culture long lost. The 
show moves quickly from one story, region, and dynasty to the next. Dozens of danc-
ers in dazzling costumes move in seamless, flowing patterns. China’s ethnic and folk 
dance styles fill the stage with color and energy. Down in the valley, ladies of the Yi 
ethnic group dance in rainbow skirts by the river. In the heavens, celestial fairies trail 
silken sleeves through the clouds. In a collection of vignettes, audiences journey from 
ancient legends to contemporary tales of courage, from the highest heavens to the 
dusty plateaus of the Middle Kingdom. 

Gorgeous backdrops extend the stage, transporting the audience to distant lands 
and eras. An orchestra, combining Western and Chinese instruments like no other, ac-
companies with stirring scores. Dancers fly across the stage in an array of flips, spins, 
jumps, and aerials. The energy of classical Chinese dance is contagious; the entire per-
formance, mesmerizing.

“Elegant, very athletic, very skilled.”
- John McColgan, Riverdance producer

Presented by Florida Falun Dafa Association

Valentine the donkey stretches 
her neck, friendly eyes blinking, 
asking for a scratch on her nose 
as children giggle with excite-
ment. Leaves will rustle and 
sticks will crack under families’ 
feet as the kids run around and 
the parents watch them take in 
everything a real farm has to offer 
– cows, pigs, goats and chickens 
grumbling for a treat from their 
tiny hands. 

At the Good Neighbors Farm-
ers Market, visitors will find an 
impressive barn, built by the 
farm’s owner out of trees taken 
right from the property. It will 
be filled with local farmers and 
vendors and their fresh produce, 
sweet honey, artisan breads and 
dozens of other unique products. 
There will be hand-built wooden 
tables to relax at for lunch under 
the shading tree canopy.

This is the experience David 
Lloyd, owner of the Good Neigh-
bors Farmers Market in Oviedo, 
wants to give his future visitors. 
He knows there are other farmers 
markets, but there aren’t any that 

can offer the atmosphere his can. 
“I want to put the ‘farm’ back 

in farmers market,” he said. 
For years people have been 

stopping by the Lloyd farm, ask-
ing if a market would come there 
soon, and its time has finally 
arrived. 

The market could open as 
early as January, and Lloyd hopes 
to have at least 70 vendors to 
visit. The animals are already 
waiting for guests to feed them, 
and Valentine has been practicing 
her gentle nudges for pets. 

The animals are what will 
bring new customers to the mar-
ket, Lloyd said, and keep families 
there longer. He wants the market 
to be more than a quick stop, but 
a place for families to spend a 
couple hours. 

“So there’s a lot of new 
potential customers for vendors 
that might not have ever even 
considered it, but because of the 
animals, it’s a draw,” he said.

Lloyd had seen the trend 
of people flocking to farmers 
markets, going local, organic, 
being “green” and knew he could 
contribute something to the scene 

that people would benefit from. 
He’d been looking for a way to 
share the farm life that he grew 
up living – he was raised here on 
the farm, and his family has been 
in rural Oviedo since the early 
1900s. 

“He’s just been really want-
ing, over the last couple years 
of building this, to find a way 
to invite people to see what that 
lifestyle looks like,” said Lloyd’s 
nephew, Sean Bailey. “There’s 

just a freedom that’s there, and 
a lot of people I think are kind 
of wanting a little piece of that 
again, a little more simplicity in 
their lives.”

That’s something that Lloyd 
has done himself over the past 
four years he’s spent building the 
market. Everything, including 
the grand barn, the animal pens 
made out of natural edge cypress 
tree cuts, and the walkways, were 
all built by him. 

He thrived during the housing 
boom as a cabinet installer, and 
his All Creatures Pet Lodge was 
successful then, too. But when 
the economy tanked, he had to 
reevaluate his life and spending 
habits. He knew his farm was a 
place he could fall back on, and 
take advantage of for his own 
daily needs. He grew a garden, 
started raising animals for the 

Putting the ‘farm’ in farmers market
BRITTNI LARSON

The Voice

Good Neighbors Farmers Market plans to offer local 
food plus a real farm with animals to visit 

PHOTOS BY SARAH WILSON 
— THE VOICE 

Farmer David Lloyd and his 
donkey,  Valentine, are excited to 
welcome local residents to their farm 
for fresh produce and petting zoo fun 
when their famrers market opens in 
January of next year.

n Please see FARM on next page
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farmers market and to eventually 
eat. He stopped eating out – fast 
food was his kryptonite – and 
has cooked all but a few meals 
at home since beginning his 
farmers market dream. The idea 
has changed his mind set and his 
health. 

“I had to step back myself, 
to be conscious of what I was 
spending,” he said. “I’m trying 
to get back to a sustainable life, 
to know where my food comes 
from.”

He wants to share that with 
others, and hopes by talking 
with the farmers there, seeing 
the animals and experiencing the 
farm, people will be inspired to 
make some changes themselves. 
To not just see meat as a package 
on a shelf, but see the farmer and 
animal behind it, and to make the 
choice to support small farmers.

“For me, as a father … I need 
to know exactly where my food 
comes from,” Bailey said. “It is 
our responsibility as parents, 
and as people in society, to know 
where our food comes from, and 
what better way than to go to the 
person who’s actually growing 
it.” 

In the future, Lloyd wants to 
offer many activities for guests to 
enjoy, such as tractor train rides, a 
stocked pond for fishing, a nature 
trail, and educational classes in-
cluding teaching gardening, rais-
ing chickens and canning. It’ll be 
a destination to experience and 
learn about farming and food, 
and with 35 acres to work with, 
he said, the sky’s the limit. 

Oviedo ER is located at 8300 Red Bug Lake Road in Oviedo between S.R. 417 
and S.R. 426 with easy access from W. Broadway Street. OviedoER.com

For all your family’s emergencies – big and small 
Central Florida Regional Hospital brings effi cient, high-quality emergency 
care to the Oviedo community with the opening of our Oviedo ER. 

The 11,000-square-foot freestanding ER features:

 •  Adult and pediatric emergency care

 •  Physicians specializing in Emergency Medicine on-site 24/7

 •  35 full-time employees including nurses certifi ed in Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support and Pediatric Advanced Life Support

 • 12 private patient care beds

 • Dedicated trauma room

 •  Diagnostic imaging including CT scan, ultrasound and X-ray

 • Laboratory services

Caring for Oviedo
 EMERGENCY EXPERTS

Now Open 24/7!

OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

CELEBRATING OVER 25 YEARS SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
Bernard S. Zeffren, MD
Eugene F. Schwartz, MD

Winnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-C
Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,

Orlando Magazine
for 7 consecutive years

Diplomates American Board of 
Allergy and Immunology

Evening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
407-862-5824  

Additional offices in Waterford Lakes, Hunters Creek & Orange City

2 locations 
in Seminole 

County

7560 Red Bug Lake Rd., Ste. 2064 
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-366-7387

www.orlandoallergy.com

FARM | Market will double as a place for produce and a petting zoo with goats, cows, pigs and chickens
n CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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The Sign Man

Rubber Stamps
Large Format Printing
Awards, Trophies & Novelties
And More!

Computerized Laser & Rotary Engraving
Custom Name Badges
Signs & Banners

RELAX

HAS IT 

COVERED

The Sign Man

PH: 407-365-3722
FX: 407-365-7786

WWW.SIGNMAN.NET
160 E. Broadway Street, Oviedo

875 Clark Street,Suite A
Oviedo, FL 32765

 www.OviedoVision.com
407.366.7655 

Fashion Frames
Custom Contact Fittings
Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses
Treatment of “Red Eyes”

In-House Optical  Lab
Surgery Co-Management

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Time for yourhealth eye exam!

Convenient  • Caring  •  Competitive

Now through Dec. 14 – 
‘Crazy for Gershwin’ at the 
Winter Park Playhouse 

The creatives at the Winter 
Park Playhouse have created sev-
eral new musicals based on the 
work of a great composer or per-
former, and their newest effort is 
“Crazy for Gershwin – A Tribute 
to George & Ira Gershwin.” Run-
ning through Dec. 14, this tribute 

to the Gershwin brothers reminds 
us of the unbelievable number of 
songs created by this All-Amer-
ican duo. Call 407-645-0145 or 
visit winterparkplayhouse.org

Dec. 6 to Jan. 5 – ‘The Light 
in the Piazza’ at Mad Cow 
Theater 

Set in Rome in 1953, “The 
Light in the Piazza” is the story 
of a young American tourist, 

traveling with her mother, who 
meets and falls in love with a 
young Italian. The mother op-
poses the affair for reasons that 
become apparent as the musical 
unfolds. With music and lyrics 
by Adam Guettel, grandson of 
Richard Rodgers, “Light in the 
Piazza” won six Tony Awards 
in 2005. Presented by Mad Cow 
Theater from Dec. 6 to Jan. 5, visit 
madcowtheatre.com or call 407-
297-8788.

Dec. 6 – Winter Park Tree 
Lighting Ceremony

There is more holiday cheer on 
Dec. 6 at the annual Holiday Tree 
Lighting Ceremony in Central 
Park in downtown Winter Park 
beginning at 5 p.m. The entire 
family is invited to this free event 
as Park Avenue becomes a winter 
wonderland with performances 
by St. Margaret Mary Catholic 
School Choir, Park Maitland Glee 
Club, New Warner Chapel, Win-
ter Park High’s Belle Chanson 

Choir, and Orlando 
Harmony. After-
wards we are invited 
for refreshments 
provided by local 
businesses along 
with visits with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus 
– all in Central Park 
in Winter Park. 

Dec. 7 – 
Leadership Winter 
Park Pancake 

Breakfast
The Leadership Winter Park 

Pancake Breakfast has become a 
holiday tradition that turns pan-
cake batter into a stack of dough! 

Josh
Garrick
Culture worthy of 
your calendar

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK

WINTER PARK TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

n Please see CULTURE on next page
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#RinglingBros

Ringling.com

SAVE $4 on Tickets!
Good on Select Performances

Restrictions and exclusions may apply. No double discounts. Subject to availability. Excludes premium seats. Offer excludes day of show.

Buy Tickets: Ticketmaster.com • 800-745-3000  
Venue Box Office • Use offer code: SAVE14 

JAN.  
9 – 12

GOOD ONLY
 Fri. JAN. 10 H 7:30 PM
 Sat. JAN. 11 H 11:30 AM & 7:30 PM

Presented locally by

&VEGETABLES
FRESH FRUIT

W Brian Thomas Produce

110 Geneva Drive, Old Downtown Oviedo
(Across From Ace Hardware)

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

FORECLOSURE DEFENSE
LAW OFFICE OF TIMOTHY A. MORAN

Certified Florida Specific Foreclosure Prevention Counselor

Tel: 407-366-TLAW (8529)
www.tmoranlaw.net • tim@tmoranlaw.net

Fax: 407-366-8528
1750 W. Broadway St., Ste. 118 • Oviedo, FL 32765

Initial Consultation FREE!

• Consumer Bankruptcy

• Wills & Probate

• SHORT SALES

• Credit Card Defense

• Landlord/Tenant

• Contracts

• Trusts

• Guardian Advocacy

2013Voted Best Law Firm in Oviedo

Josh Garrick is a writer, photographer, 
educator, and fine art curator. He is a 
member of the Curatorial Council for the 
Museum of Florida Art. Garrick can be 
reached at joshgarrick9@gmail.com or 
407-522-3906.

Proceeds from the breakfast 
benefit Winter Park elementary 
schools, assisting teachers with 
the purchase of necessary school 
supplies. Those who come early 
enjoy a delicious breakfast and 
get a great seat for the Ye Olde 
Hometown Christmas Parade 
(parade beginning at 9 a.m.). 
Breakfast begins Dec. 7 at 7 a.m. 
on the Central Park stage. Tickets 
are $6 for adults and $4 for 
children, and include pancakes, 
sausage and refreshments.

Dec. 7 – Winter Park “Ye 
Olde Hometown Christmas 
Parade”

Held on the first Saturday in 
December for 61 years, (making 
this the longest-running holiday 
parade in Central Florida), 
the Winter Park Chamber 
of Commerce will host 
the Winter Park “Ye Olde 
Hometown Christmas Pa-
rade” on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 
9 a.m. This year the parade 
will honor Grand Marshal 
and Orange County Public 
Schools Board Member 
Joie Cadle. The parade will 
travel down Park Avenue, 
from Cole Avenue south to 
Comstock Avenue. Floats, 
marching bands, police 
and fire departments, scout 
groups, local dignitaries 
and Santa will be part of 
the fun. 

Dec. 9 – ‘Venetian 
Vespers’ with the Orlando 
Philharmonic 

Maestro Christopher Wilkins 
will conduct a sizable chamber 

orchestra drawn from the Or-
lando Philharmonic, joined by the 
UCF Chamber Singers on Dec. 
9 in a program called Venetian 
Vespers beginning at 7 p.m. St. 
Mark’s Basilica in Venice gave 
rise to a tradition of works for 
multiple choirs, including works 
by Monteverdi, Gabrieli, and 
Vivaldi, composers whose works 
will be highlighted in this highly 
recommended concert at the 
Shakespeare Center. For tickets to 
this wonderful event call 407-770-
0071 or visit Orlandophil.org 

Current – All hail chef Chris 
Windus of the Alfond Inn

Two months ago I put on my 
Restaurant Reviewer’s hat and 
wrote to you about the culinary 

wonders being created by Execu-
tive Chef Chris Windus at Ham-
ilton’s Kitchen at The Alfond Inn. 
So it is no surprise that Orlando 
Life Magazine recently named 
Chef Chris as Best New Chef in 
their Silver Spoon Awards. Tech-
nically, Chef Chris is not a ‘new’ 
chef (he spent 10 years as Exec 
Chef of blue-zoo at the Disney 
Swan Hotel), but he is new to The 

Alfond. Call 407-998-8089 or visit 
thealfondinn.com, and tell them 
“Josh sent you.”

n CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

CHEF CHRIS WINDUS

‘VENETIAN VESPERS’

CULTURE | Get into the spirit with holiday-themed parades, a charity breakfast, concerts and more
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aThleTiCs THIS WEEK IN SPORTS HISTORY — DEC. 7, 1980 – Joe Montana and the San Francisco 49ers engineered the greatest regular season comeback in NFL history. 
The New Orleans Saints were visiting Candlestick Park and built a 35-7 halftime lead. San Francisco then scored 31 unanswered points to win 38-35 in overtime. 

Your vehicle's suspension system plays a vital role in braking performance and tire life.  Ignoring all those 
squeaks, thumps and vibrations can lead to premature failure of other components, not to mention put your 
safety at risk. Bring your vehicle to Cam's for a twenty point inspection to get to the root of the problem and 
then let us get it back to handling the way it should.   

Cam’s Auto Repair & Service 1701 Pratt Place Oviedo407-977-4767 M-F 8am-6pm Sat 9am-3pm

GET A 
HANDLE 

ON IT!

Upcoming Events 

For more info and to register for events go 
to: www.OviedoWinterSprings.org 

December 9th – Young Executives Holiday Social 
5:30-7:30pm, Spill Wine & Beer in Winter Springs 

Are you a young executive under 40? Are you currently looking for new networking 
opportunities?  Come join this unique opportunity to network and mingle with 
young C-Level executives. This month we will be hosting a Holiday Social. Our 
speaker is Esther Vargas-Davis from the UCF Incubator program.  

December 11th– OBN Holiday Party 
5:30-8:00pm, Tuscawilla Country Club 

Join the ladies of Oviedo Businesswomen's Network  for their Annual Holiday 
Party! The ladies will celebrate the evening with plenty of dancing and  
networking! They will also be collecting unwrapped toys for Hope Help’s  
Christmas in the City. 

December 14th– Snow Mountain and Holiday Parade 
1700 Oviedo Mall Blvd Oviedo FL 32765 

Join us in celebrating the season at the OWS Chamber Holiday Parade! Enjoy 
marching bands, floats, dance groups, choirs, vehicles and then visit the Snow 
Mountain! Parade will start at 4:00pm and Snow Mountain will be open until 
9:00pm. We hope to see you there! 

December 19th– Chamber Knight at Light Up UCF 
Join the Chamber at this years Light Up UCF event.  Light Up UCF is a great 
family event with an 8,000 sq ft out door skating rink, rides, and holiday  
attractions.  This year it is snowing every night and they will be showing a  
different holiday film each night! We hope to see you there, and make sure to 
stop by our info tent! 

For Tickets Call 321.268.1125 Or Visit
www.TitusvillePlayhouse.com

Presented through special 
arrangement with Tams Witmark, NYC 

The Knights are at their highest 
ranking of the season after yet 
another heart attack-inducing 
finish that saw them edging the 
USF Bulls 23-20 on the gridiron 
Nov. 29. 
With a well-timed interception 
after a torrent of turnovers that 
went the wrong way, the Knights 
snagged a win out of thin air 
in a chilly thriller in the Bright 
House. Just as the Bulls seemed 
destined to tie or win the game, 
driving deep into UCF territory 
with less than two minutes to 
go, linebacker Jordan Ozerities’ 
hands snagged a Mike White 
pass and sent the tense crowd 
into a jubilant frenzy. That was 
accompanied by a collective sigh 
of relief in a game in which the 
Knights lost three fumbles and 
committed two interceptions, 
which contributed to half of 
USF’s scores. 
“When you don’t play very 
well and have five turnovers, 
you don’t usually win games 
like that,” Head Coach George 

O’Leary said in a press 
conference after the game. It had 
been 11 years since the Knights 
had won a game in which they 
gave up four or more turnovers.
Sunday night they found 
out what their sixth win by a 
touchdown or less would do for 

their ranking. The result, a No. 16 
spot in the BCS standings, is the 
highest the team has ever been 
ranked. They debuted at No. 23 
the same week the BCS standings 
debuted on Oct. 20, and have 
slowly moved their way into 
better numbers ever since. 

Their slow and steady rise has 
come despite edging out victories 
by a touchdown or less in four 
games this season in which they 
were the favorite or the heavy 
favorite. Their first win in five 
attempts against rival USF was 
just the most recent in a string of 

edge-of-your-seat finishes that 
led to the 2013 Knights being 
dubbed “the heart attack kids.” 
It had been a much closer game 
than expected Nov. 29 as the UCF 
Knights (10-1, 7-0) and the USF 
Bulls (2-8, 2-5) traded field goals 

UCF fights to clinch first BCS bowl berth
ISAAC BABCOCK

The Voice

n Please see KNIGHTS on next page

PHOTOS BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE  
The Knights barely edged USF in their last game, but clinched a share of 
the AAC title. With a win over SMU this weekend, they’ll head to a BCS bowl.
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SnowMOUNTAINMOUNTAIN
Saturday, December 14th

At the             

3:30pm to 5:00pm
VIP Admission

4:00pm 
Holiday Parade Begins

5:00pm to 9:00pm5:00pm to 9:00pm 
Snow Mountain

Tickets $5 prior to December 14th
$10 Day of the event

 

Ask about VIP tickets 

for early admission!

Purchase tickets at the Oviedo Aquatic Center or Riverside Park 
for unlimited rides while snow lasts.  Inflatable games and 
entertainment are FREE!  Vendors will be available for your 

holiday shopping!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 407-971-5568

and punts for much of the first half of the 
game. 
After multiple fumbles handed USF its 
only scores of the first half, the Knights 
distanced themselves by halftime, but it 
wouldn’t be enough of a margin of safety. 
A seemingly off-balance Blake Bortles 
had trouble finding receivers, and rushers 
had trouble finding lanes as the Knights’ 
offense failed to find a rhythm against 
an unexpectedly tough USF defense. 
Meanwhile the Bulls caught up to and 
overtook the Knights. 
The bright spot that slowly began to shine 
as the game wore on would be running 
back Will Stanback, who became the 
yardage workhorse for the Knights after 
two scary fumbles early on by regular go-
to runner Storm Johnson. Stanback would 
rush for 40 yards on 10 carries and catch 69 
yards worth of receptions. Johnson would 
eventually find his hands and race to 69 
yards on the ground and snag 62 yards in 
the air. 
The game never had a wider scoring gap 
than a single touchdown separating the 
two teams for its duration, making for a 
hair-raising experience for the Knights, 
who came into the game heavy favorites. 
But the grudge match turned into just 

that as the teams battled for the first time 
since USF terminated their rivalry five 
years ago in search of tougher competition. 
The teams met at the height of one of the 
Knights’ all-time best seasons, while USF 
was struggling in one of its worst. 
An offensive juggernaut in many games 
this season, the Knights only converted 
one third down conversion out of nine 
attempts in addition to their eyebrow-
raising five turnovers. 
The Knights would come away with a 
win thanks to a 52-yard Breshad Perriman 
touchdown reception and Ozerities’ 
interception with less than two minutes 
to go to seal the deal as the Bulls were 
threatening. 
The win clinched a share of the American 
Athletic Conference title for the Knights, 
who will either own it outright or share it 
depending on the outcomes of games Dec. 
5 and 7. Starting at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 5 the 
Louisville Cardinals (10-1, 6-1) will play at 
Cincinnati (10-1, 6-1). Both teams will be 
looking to bolster their bowl game chances 
with a win. The Cardinals won’t be able to 
share the AAC’s BCS bid no matter what 
happens, as the Knights defeated them this 
season. The game is especially crucial for 
the Cincinnati Bearcats, who could share 
in the AAC title and have a shot at the 

AAC’s automatic bowl bid if they upset 
the Cardinals. 
By the end of Thursday night, the 
Knights may already have the crown all 
to themselves. But if Cincinnati wins, 
which may be helped by a home field for 
the team’s season finale, then the Knights 
have to win their final game to clinch the 
BCS bowl berth. If the Bearcats win and 
the Knights lose, the Knights will have to 
hope they stay above Cincinnati in the BCS 
standings. 
Cincinnati is currently ranked No. 23 in 
the USA Today College Coaches poll, 
where UCF is No. 17. The USA Today 
poll has consistently ranked the Knights 
worse than all three other major polls. It’s 

also the only poll that puts Cincinnati in 
its top 25. The BCS Standings, the only 
official arbiter of postseason bowl game 
placement, hasn’t ranked Cincinnati all 
season, and put UCF at No. 16 this week. 
The Knights travel to face SMU at noon on 
Dec. 7. 
The Knights may have some advantages 
heading into Dallas. They’re undefeated 
on the road this season, though they’ve 
needed to score in the final two minutes 
of every AAC road game in order to win. 
And SMU star quarterback Garrett Gilbert 
is still questionable to start against UCF 
because of a knee sprain. Without Gilbert 
against Houston last week, the Mustangs 
lost 34-0 and threw three interceptions.

KNIGHTS | Must have Cincinnati lose or must defeat SMU Mustangs to gain access to prestigious bowl
n CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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VoiCes THIS WEEK IN POLITICAL HISTORY —DEC. 9, 1775 – The Virginia and North Carolina militias defeat 800 slaves and 200 redcoats serving 
John Murray, earl of Dunmore and governor of Virginia, at Great Bridge outside Norfolk, ending British royal control of Virginia.

Several decades ago, during my seg-
ment on one of the live local television 
daybreak programs, I demonstrated how 

to sharpen a steel 
shovel. Firmly grasping 
a mill-bastard file and 
hoping to evoke a little 
drama in the wee hours 
of the morning, I gave 
the spade a swift swipe 
in one deft move. The 
proximity of my lapel 
microphone to steel 
upon steel pegged out 
the audio system, send-
ing everyone in the stu-
dio wearing earpieces 
into a near tantrum. 

Upon reviewing the video, the startled 
reaction of the hosts confirmed my plan’s 
success. (Shortly afterward, around the 

time Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, 
my segment was dropped.)

Selecting and maintaining the tools of 
your trade are almost as important as their 
productive uses. This concept is especially 
true with gardening equipment, as the 
moisture, soil, and sun easily wreak havoc 
on any material, whether metal, wood or 
plastic. Applying my concept of quantity 
having a quality all its own, buying several 
cheaper versions of a tool may offer an 
economy of scale to consider. 

If I frequently use a hand pruner in 
various capacities at numerous locations 
around the gardens, purloining a few 
extra at yard sales or a big box discount 
accomplishes my goals far better than 
one high-dollar fiberglass example. Not 
worrying about security or preservation 
on these low cost versions saves hours of 
daily ‘seek and rescue’ missions before, or 

protective sheltering after, their use.
A few basic maintenance tricks to avoid 

wasting resources easily extend the life of a 
gardening apparatus. Simply hiding tools 
from the sun wins years of effective life. 
Keep wood handles primed with linseed 
oil or paste wax (not toxic used motor oil). 
As previously mentioned, sharpening steel 
edges takes a few simple swipes of a file. 

Recognizing that tools are an extension 
of our bodies, but to avoid the clutter and 
unfamiliarity of too many choices, I have 
winnowed down my tool inventory wish 
list to those few 20 percent that perform 80 
percent of my duties. 

Starting with a plastic tub wheelbar-
row, I load in a spade shaped shovel, bow 
rake, 5-tine pitchfork, loping shears, and 
bypass hand pruners. Keeping this basic 
work-truck within shouting distance, my 
productivity on the farm hovers near a 

constant high. 
An accumulated inventory of leaf rakes, 

square shovels, palmetto hooks, grub hoes, 
axes, wood mauls, sledge hammers, gar-
den weasels, stirrup weeders, machetes, 
sickles, and broadforks will eventually 
cost more to store than provide productive 
value. 

Consider their decorative value to jus-
tify this unwieldy morass, or pass them on 
at your next yard sale.

Keeping the tools of my trade sharp

Tom Carey
From my garden 
to yours

Tom Carey is the owner of Sundew Gardens, a 
you-pick gardening business in Oviedo. Visit the 
Sundew Gardens Facebook page and email him at 
sundewgardens@gmail.com

Who 
is CAREY>

‘Tis the season, the season of 
giving—whether giving thanks, 
praises, spare change, an extra tip 
or bonus. You name it, and it’s of-
ficially “the season” for it.

For me, the beginning of “the 
season” is evidenced by the con-
version of one of my pre-set radio 
stations to play Christmas and 
holiday tunes on a loop. The evi-
dence on my Facebook newsfeed 
is also a giveaway, noticing that 
since Nov. 1 everyone is declaring 
what he or she is thankful for ev-
ery day.

Ironic to me, though, are the 
comments of users who start be-
ing thankful on Nov.1 and then 
post an update on Nov. 5 with “I 
forgot to be thankful the past four 
days so here are five things I’m 
thankful for all at once.”

At first I thought, “Aw, that 
is so sweet,” but that quickly 
changed to “I’m sorry, but real-
ly?” Come on now, it’s the season! 

While I love to read what others 
are thankful for and personally 
keep up with their thanks on so-
cial media, I just wish it weren’t 
a huge declaration or movement 
when they decide to pause to be 
thankful for what I hope they are 
also doing every other month of 
the year.

When people “forget” to be 
thankful, not just in November, 
it’s kind of sad.

So, what does “’Tis the Season” 
mean, anyway? Does it mean a 
special red cup at Starbucks, or 
a Thanksgiving sub from Publix, 
declaring your thanks via social 
media, or a random act of kind-
ness by paying for the person be-
hind you in line? It seems that’s 
what it has become, but I think it’s 
more than that.

Now, I certainly appreciate and 
value the sentiment behind the 
holidays. People bustle with ex-
citement, generosity, and the hope 
of a fresh start come the New 
Year. Sometimes, though, I just 

wonder why everyone seems to 
become friendlier as the holidays 
approach. I say “the holidays” be-
cause it means something differ-
ent to everyone.

Yet, in a country where we 
are afforded many freedoms but 
still struggle with social discord 
among an array of controversial 
issues, in these last two months of 
the year the holidays symbolizing 
something different to everyone 
seem to often be forgotten. We 
tend to be blind to those who are 
different than us, and instead of 
alienating them, we offer our gen-
erosity and warm personalities.

It creates a sense of peace – a 
certain social climate. A season, I 
might say.

Many celebrate Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa 
and other holidays – some in a re-
ligious sense, while others do not. 
Ten months out of the year, these 
differences in what the holidays 
mean would drive us crazy and 
create an immense amount of fric-

tion among our subcultures. Ten 
months out of the year, we find 
it extremely hard to accept why 
someone might celebrate differ-
ently from us, and even wonder if 
their moral compass is pointed in 
the right direction, without ever 
questioning our own.

If we are able to look past dif-
ferences during “the season,” to 
come together and be our most 
accepting and giving selves, to 
spread a shared sense of peace 
and excitement among all, why 
does that have to change with the 
start of a new year?

My message today is concise. 
On Jan. 1, we will be focused on 
our resolutions, hoping to become 
improved versions of ourselves 
during the next 12 months. Sadly, 
as the hope of “the season” fades, 
many of these resolutions will fail. 
The year will get in the way. It will 
become busy and messy, just as it 
was before the pumpkin spice 
lattes and Black Friday deals. We 
will begin to make excuses.

But folks, I’ve seen what we 
can do when we come together 
and forget our differences. We are 
actually nice to each other. We lis-
ten.

In the two months of the year 
that I feel the change in spirits, I 
actually like talking to strangers. 
They are different from the strang-
ers that I meet January through 
October.

So, I have just one request. 
After celebrating “the season” in 
whatever capacity you choose, 
when your heart and spirit are 
most full, resolve not merely to 
work out more, to spend less 
money, or in my case, rescue few-
er cats (because we all know that 
will fail).

Instead, pick something that 
could last: Resolve to simply be a 
better stranger.

Erin O’Flaherty is a senior pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting and the 
current Miss University of Central Florida. She 
can be reached at eoflaherty@knights.ucf.edu

Let’s set aside differences – not just during this season
ERIN O’FLAHERTY

Guest Columnist

—
18— King Features Weekly Service

December 2, 2013 

EDITORIAL CARTOONS 
—
18— King Features Weekly Service

December 2, 2013 
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It’s FREE to place estate 
sales, garage sales and 
yard sales on this page! 
Visit SeminoleVoice.com 

and click 
“Create Your Classified”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOECKER AUCTIONS: Public 

Auction, Road Runner Highway 
Signs, Inc.

(Road striping division only)December 
10th @ 10am 4421 12th St. Court East, 
Bradenton, Fl 34203. Specialized high-
way marking/striping equipment and 
vehicles that meets DOT safety. Special 
preview: 12/09 10am-4pm. www.moec-
kerauctions.com (800) 840-BIDS 15%-
18%BP, $100 ref. cash dep. Subj to con-
firm. Receivership case #2013 CA 
002342 Circuit Court of Manatee County, 
Fl AB-1098 AU-3219, Eric Rubin 

Winter Park Benefit Shop
140 Lyman Ave, Winter Park - needs 
items to sell: clothing, bedding, jewelry, 
kitchenware and bric-a brac. Also need-
ing volunteers. Contact Elizabeth Comer 
407-647-8276. Open Tues & Fri at 
9:30am; Sat 10am-1pm. All proceeds 
support children’s programs & the Or-
lando Blind Association.

HELP WANTED
Driver Trainees Needed NOW!

Become a driver for Werner Enterprises. 
Earn $800 per week! Local CDL Training. 
1-877-214-3624.

Now Hiring: OTR CDLA Drivers - 
New Pay Package

and $2500 Sign-On Bonus! Mostly 5-10 
days out, full benefits, achievable bo-
nuses. Call for details 1-888-378-9691/
apply at www.heyl.net

Position Available: Club and House 
Administrator:

The Woman’s Club of Winter Park, Inc., 
an almost century old non-profit civic 
and charitable organization, is seeking to 
fill a half time (20 hours per week) posi-
tion by January 1, 2014. The successful 
candidate will have proven skills and 
experience in marketing, public rela-
tions, administration, communications, 
social media, budgeting, and event plan-
ning. Ability to work well with a variety of 
people is essential. This person will work 
with the club Board of Directors, mem-
bers, and rental clients, as well as one 
other part-time employee, whose job 
entails house maintenance and technol-
ogy. Salary range, $16-$18/hour de-
pending upon experience and perfor-
mance. Please submit a full resume and 
letters of reference to Sandra Blossey, 
1262 Melissa Ct. Winter Park, FL 32789

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –

Get FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Housing and Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-314-
3769

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
House Cleaning Services

Need your home cleaned? I am the one 
who can do it. Honest & Experienced. 
References upon request. Weekly, Bi-
weekly, monthly. Reasonable rates. Free 
Estimates. Please call Brenda 321-239-
4403.

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT
1BR/1Bath Condo for RENT - $725/

mo
Single story condo - no one above or be-
low. Range,stove,dishwasher,tile 
throughout, washer/dryer hookups, three 
closets. Cats ok. Dogs no way. Pool, 
tennnis courts. Near intersection of Red-
Bug Road & 436/Semoran Blvd. Very nice 
community. Available now. Minimum 1 
year lease. Dan 863-797-4128 sunshi-
nerentals123@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE: FOR SALE
10 ACRE MOUNTAIN TOP ESTATE!

Gorgeous Blue Ridge mountain acreage 
featuring spectacular 3 state views & 
towering hardwoods! Abuts U.S. National 
Forest. Great building spot! U/G utilities, 
paved rd frontage, RV friendly. Priced to 
sell only $69,900. Excellent financing. 
Call now 866-952-5303, x 92 

FLORIDA WATERFRONT CONDO 
LIQUIDATION SALE!

Brand new 2BR/2BA 1,690sf luxury con-
do only $149,900 Originally under con-
tract for $365,000. Near downtown Or-
lando & all theme parks/attractions. Must 
see. Call now 877-333-0272, x 173

New Log Home* on 8+ acres in 
Florida - just $87,900.

Sale! Saturday, Dec 14th. 3BR, 2BA, 
1700sf cabin on spectacular lake access 
setting in beautiful upscale community 
with all infrastructure/amenities com-
pleted. Excellent financing. Call now 
877-525-3033, x983. *constructed 
weather tight log home shell. 

Tennessee Log Cabin on 6 acres 
with FREE Boat Slip!

Only $74,900 New 3BR, 2BA log cabin 
shell, lake access, nicely wooded, level 
setting. Quiet paved road frontage. Ex-
cellent financing. Call now 877-888-
0267, x 453 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Care-
ful, Lamb. Don’t let your generous 
nature lead to some serious overspend-
ing as you contemplate your holiday 
gift-giving. Your social life kicks off 
into high gear by week’s end.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A 
positive attitude helps you weather 
annoying but unavoidable changes 
in holiday plans. Aspects favor new 
friendships and reinforcement of exist-
ing relationships.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Demands on your energy level could 
be much higher than usual as you pre-
pare for the upcoming holidays. Be 
sure to pace yourself. Friends and fam-
ily will be happy to help.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Don’t 
allow a suddenly icy reaction from a 
friend or family member to continue 
without learning what caused it — and 
what can be done to restore that once 
warm and caring relationship.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A rela-
tionship seems to be unraveling, most-
ly from a lack of attention. It might be 
a good idea to ease up on whatever else 
you’re doing so you can spend more 
time working to mend it.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) New facts emerge that not only 
help explain the recent rift with a trust-
ed colleague, but also might provide 
a chance to wipe the slate clean and 
make a fresh start in your friendship.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) A family member’s personal situ-
ation is, fortunately, resolved in time 
for you to get back into your hectic 
round of holiday preparations. An old 
friend might bring a new friend into 
your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Pace yourself in meeting holi-
day pressures and workplace demands 
to avoid winding up with a frayed 
temper and a Scorpian stinger that 
lashes out at puzzled kith, kin and col-
leagues.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) A financial matter 
requires close attention. Also, news 
from a trusted source provides the 
means to help sort out a long-standing 
state of confusion and put it into per-
spective.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) This is a good time to rein-
force family ties. Make it a priority 
to assess and resolve all outstanding 
problems. Start the upcoming holiday 
season with a full measure of love.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Don’t be pressured into a so-
called solid-gold investment. Wait 
until the holiday distractions are over. 
Then take a harder look at it. You 
might find that the “gold” is starting to 
flake off.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
A former friend might be trying to heal 
the breach between you by using a 
mutual friend as an intermediary. Best 
advice: Keep an open mind despite 
any lingering bad feelings. 

BORN THIS WEEK: You have 
a way of saying the right thing at the 
right time. Your friendships are deep 
and lasting. 

© 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

• On Dec. 19, 1732, Benjamin Frank-
lin of Philadelphia first published 
“Poor Richard’s Almanack.” The 
book, filled with proverbs preaching 
industry and prudence, was published 
continuously for 25 years and became 
one of the most popular publications 
in colonial America.

• On Dec. 17, 1843, Charles Dick-
ens’ classic story “A Christmas Car-
ol” is published. Dickens never lost 
momentum as a writer, churning out 
major novels every year or two, often 
in serial form. Among his most impor-
tant works are “David Copperfield” 
(1850), “Great Expectations” (1861) 
and “A Tale of Two Cities” (1859).

• On Dec. 18, 1912, after three years 
of digging in the Piltdown gravel pit in 
Sussex, England, amateur archaeolo-
gist Charles Dawson announces the 
discovery of two skulls that appear 
to belong to a primitive hominid and 
ancestor of man.

• On Dec. 21, 1945, Gen. George S. 
Patton, commander of the U.S. 3rd 
Army, dies from injuries suffered not 
in battle, but in a freak car accident. He 
was 60 years old. Descended from a 
long line of military men, Patton grad-
uated from the West Point Military 
Academy in 1909.

• On Dec. 22, 1956, a baby gorilla 
named Colo enters the world at the 
Columbus Zoo in Ohio, becoming the 
first-ever gorilla born in captivity. She 
went on to become a mother, grand-
mother, and in 1996, a great-grand-
mother to Timu, the first surviving 
infant gorilla conceived by artificial 
insemination. Colo is still alive today.

• On Dec. 16, 1960, two airliners 
collide over New York City, killing 
134 people aboard the planes and on 
the ground. A miscalculation by the 
pilot of the United flight put his plane 
directly into the path of a TWA Super 
Constellation. Christmas presents car-
ried by the planes’ passengers were 
strewn all over the streets.

• On Dec. 20, 1989, the United States 
invades Panama in an attempt to over-
throw military dictator Manuel Norie-
ga, who had been indicted in the Unit-
ed States on drug-trafficking charges. 
Noriega’s Panamanian Defense Forces 
were promptly crushed.

© 2013 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ful, Lamb. Don’t let your generous 
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ing as you contemplate your holiday 
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into high gear by week’s end.
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positive attitude helps you weather 
annoying but unavoidable changes 
in holiday plans. Aspects favor new 
friendships and reinforcement of exist-
ing relationships.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Demands on your energy level could 
be much higher than usual as you pre-
pare for the upcoming holidays. Be 
sure to pace yourself. Friends and fam-
ily will be happy to help.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Don’t 
allow a suddenly icy reaction from a 
friend or family member to continue 
without learning what caused it — and 
what can be done to restore that once 
warm and caring relationship.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A rela-
tionship seems to be unraveling, most-
ly from a lack of attention. It might be 
a good idea to ease up on whatever else 
you’re doing so you can spend more 
time working to mend it.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) New facts emerge that not only 
help explain the recent rift with a trust-
ed colleague, but also might provide 
a chance to wipe the slate clean and 
make a fresh start in your friendship.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) A family member’s personal situ-
ation is, fortunately, resolved in time 
for you to get back into your hectic 
round of holiday preparations. An old 
friend might bring a new friend into 
your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Pace yourself in meeting holi-
day pressures and workplace demands 
to avoid winding up with a frayed 
temper and a Scorpian stinger that 
lashes out at puzzled kith, kin and col-
leagues.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) A financial matter 
requires close attention. Also, news 
from a trusted source provides the 
means to help sort out a long-standing 
state of confusion and put it into per-
spective.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) This is a good time to rein-
force family ties. Make it a priority 
to assess and resolve all outstanding 
problems. Start the upcoming holiday 
season with a full measure of love.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Don’t be pressured into a so-
called solid-gold investment. Wait 
until the holiday distractions are over. 
Then take a harder look at it. You 
might find that the “gold” is starting to 
flake off.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
A former friend might be trying to heal 
the breach between you by using a 
mutual friend as an intermediary. Best 
advice: Keep an open mind despite 
any lingering bad feelings. 

BORN THIS WEEK: You have 
a way of saying the right thing at the 
right time. Your friendships are deep 
and lasting. 
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• On Dec. 19, 1732, Benjamin Frank-
lin of Philadelphia first published 
“Poor Richard’s Almanack.” The 
book, filled with proverbs preaching 
industry and prudence, was published 
continuously for 25 years and became 
one of the most popular publications 
in colonial America.

• On Dec. 17, 1843, Charles Dick-
ens’ classic story “A Christmas Car-
ol” is published. Dickens never lost 
momentum as a writer, churning out 
major novels every year or two, often 
in serial form. Among his most impor-
tant works are “David Copperfield” 
(1850), “Great Expectations” (1861) 
and “A Tale of Two Cities” (1859).

• On Dec. 18, 1912, after three years 
of digging in the Piltdown gravel pit in 
Sussex, England, amateur archaeolo-
gist Charles Dawson announces the 
discovery of two skulls that appear 
to belong to a primitive hominid and 
ancestor of man.

• On Dec. 21, 1945, Gen. George S. 
Patton, commander of the U.S. 3rd 
Army, dies from injuries suffered not 
in battle, but in a freak car accident. He 
was 60 years old. Descended from a 
long line of military men, Patton grad-
uated from the West Point Military 
Academy in 1909.

• On Dec. 22, 1956, a baby gorilla 
named Colo enters the world at the 
Columbus Zoo in Ohio, becoming the 
first-ever gorilla born in captivity. She 
went on to become a mother, grand-
mother, and in 1996, a great-grand-
mother to Timu, the first surviving 
infant gorilla conceived by artificial 
insemination. Colo is still alive today.

• On Dec. 16, 1960, two airliners 
collide over New York City, killing 
134 people aboard the planes and on 
the ground. A miscalculation by the 
pilot of the United flight put his plane 
directly into the path of a TWA Super 
Constellation. Christmas presents car-
ried by the planes’ passengers were 
strewn all over the streets.

• On Dec. 20, 1989, the United States 
invades Panama in an attempt to over-
throw military dictator Manuel Norie-
ga, who had been indicted in the Unit-
ed States on drug-trafficking charges. 
Noriega’s Panamanian Defense Forces 
were promptly crushed.
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 “The Mayflower. Smart. Secure. And Spectacular.”
Imagine a time in your life when you have the freedom to do exactly as you  
please. Relax. . .revitalize. . .reinvent. . .renew. And, then imagine a place 
where you can do all that on your terms – and still have the complete peace 
of mind that comes only with the guarantee of comprehensive continuing 
care. That place. . . is The Mayflower – the gold standard for retirement  
communities in Central Florida.

Here, you have the freedom and flexibility to customize your home and your  
retirement lifestyle to make them uniquely yours. And while you’re doing 
that, you’ll also have the guarantee of pre-funded long-term care in our 
5-Star rated Health Center. That’s what prompted residents like Father Bob 
and Sallie Phillips to plan ahead and proactively make the move. . .because 
they wanted to, not because they needed to. How about you?

What’s your plan for the future?  
Call today, and let’s talk about it: 407.672.1620.
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Winter Park's Distinctive Retirement Community

www.themayflower.com
1620 Mayflower Court
Winter Park, FL 32792

A Worry-Free LiFestyLe PLus  
GuArAnteed LonG-term CAre

[ now that’s peace of mind ]

MAY 994 Phillips Ad_WPO.indd   1 10/30/13   2:11 PM

Sandy Gonzalez was one 
of those boys who built model 
airplanes at night and by day 
searched the skies for the real 
things, watching for them as 
one might for shooting stars. 
He caught the aviation bug at 
an early age and spent nearly 
every waking moment dream-
ing of the day when he could 
get his wings.

After a difficult early 
childhood, some of which 
was spent in a Catholic group 
home, Gonzalez found his 
place at the Manhattan High 
School of Aviation. In the 
early 1940s it was a special-
ized school for boys in New 
York City who were eager to 
join the ranks of young men 
going into the growing field of 
aviation.

There were classes for boys 
interested in becoming pi-
lots, navigators or even flight 
mechanics. Gonzalez had no 
doubts about where he wanted 
to land: the pilot’s seat.

He graduated early, at age 
17, and took a job with the 
Army Air Corps Cadet pro-
gram in Middleton, Penn. 
While he was waiting to turn 
18 so he could enlist, the U.S. 
was waging war on Japan and 
Germany following the assault 
on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941.

Shortly after his 18th 
birthday in May 1943, the 
long awaited call came in and 
it was off to basic training fol-
lowed by flight school.

Then it was on to bomber 
training in Sebring, where he 
learned to pilot the B-17, a 
popular WWII bomber that 
carried a crew of 10.

Following bomber training, 
Gonzalez joined the Eighth Air 
Force in flight over England, 
and successfully completed 30 
bombing missions. An incred-
ible feat, as anyone who has 
ever seen “Memphis Belle” 
can attest.

“I was always in the right 
place at the right time,” Gon-
zalez said. “It was just good 
timing for the most part that 
kept me safe.”

Throughout the remainder 
of the war, Gonzalez flew 
missions with the fledgling 
Air Rescue unit, whose job it 

was to pick up downed pilots 
or troops who had strayed off 
course.

After the war, he was 
stationed in West Palm Beach, 
and remained with the Air 
Rescue service helping de-
velop protocols and train pilots 
for missions.

There he began flying the 
Grumman Albatross Seaplane, 
which was capable of landing 
in the open ocean under all 
sorts of harrowing conditions 
– including rescuing a downed 
pilot off of a rocky beach on 
the shore of Canada.

“The pilot managed to land 
on the beach, but it was too 
short to take off, so we came 
in and rescued him. The only 
way we could take off though, 

was to use JATO, 
or Jet Assisted 
Take Off can-
isters. We had 
four on board, 
two for each side 
that generated 
4,000 pounds of 
thrust, more than 
enough to see 
us safely off the 
small beach,” he 
said.

On another 
mission, Gon-
zalez recalled 
rescuing a fellow 
soldier from a 
river at night un-
der enemy fire.

The motto of 
the Air Rescue 
unit reads “So 

that others may live,” a self-
sacrificing attitude that pilots 
like Gonzalez never took 
lightly.

He and his fellow pilots 
and crewmen risked their own 
lives on every mission, but he 
said they always considered 
it their personal duty to bring 
back every missing member 
they could.

“I was always proud that 
I never lost a crewmember,” 
Gonzalez said.

Through various assign-
ments both at home and 
abroad, Gonzalez continued 
to serve honorably throughout 
his 29-year career with the Air 
Force. He performed air res-
cue missions in WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam as well as hundreds 

of peacetime missions. He re-
tired with the rank of Colonel 
and moved to Gainesville to 
be near his children, who were 
attending the University of 
Florida at the time.

A few years later, Gonzalez 
and his wife moved to Fern 
Park, where they lived togeth-
er for 30 years, until his wife’s 
passing in 2000.

Today Gonzalez makes his 
home in the Village on the 
Green in Longwood. At 88, 
he still lives independently. 
In fact, he would outdo many 
people half his age on the 
computer, managing the Air 
Rescue Association’s web-
site and serves as the group’s 
executive director.

Over the years, Gonzalez 
has seen many a friend take 
their final flight, and been 
there to help others fly another 
day. And that, he said, is why 
he feels so strongly about 
maintaining the camaraderie 
of his fellow aviators.

He has dedicated much of 
his retirement as president, 
then as executive director, of 
the Air Rescue Association, 
heading annual reunions, up-
dating newsletters and help-
ing former, current and future 
members of Air Rescue units 
stay in touch and reconnect 
whenever possible.

“It’s not always easy run-
ning all this, but it’s important 
to me and to the members to 
keep it all going,” he said. “It’s 
how we connect and share the 
bonds that we all have.”

60 years ago, a boy who longed to fly went to war
A SUPPLEMENT OF THE WINTER PARK-MAITLAND OBSERVER AND SEMINOLE VOICE DECEMBER 2013
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Sandy Gonzalez stands with tokens of his past, mementos and awards from his time at war.

ALLISON OLCSVAY
Central Florida Senior
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Our Home Health Team Includes:

Skilled Nurses Occupational, Physical and Speech

Therapists  Lymphedema Therapist 
 

Diabetes 

Educator  Wound and Ostomy Board-Certified Nurses 

Home Health Aide  Medical Social Worker  Chaplain

Private Duty: Turning Homes into 
Healing Environments

Skilled Nurses  Rehabilitative Services

 

Home Health Aides Certified Nursing Assistant  Philips 

Lifeline and Personal Medication Dispenser

 
 

For additional information or to request services, call 

(407) 691-8202 Home Care 

(407) 691-8206 Private Duty (4 hr - 24 hr service) 

www.FloridaHospitalHomeCare.com.
Home Health Agency #20383096 | Private Duty Agency #20382096

Excellence in Home Care Services
For additional information or to 
request services, call

(407) 691-8202 Home Health

(407) 691-8206 Private Duty

 

.407 6918202 Home Care (not 
Home Health)

                        Private Duty ( 4hr – 
24 hr service)

www.FloridaHospitalHomeCare.com

Senior Calendar
MAITLAND SENIOR CENTER
The Maitland Senior Center is 
located at 345 S. Maitland Ave., 
and is open Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
schedule is subject to change 
without notice. The Maitland Se-
nior Center will be closed Dec. 23 
through Jan. 3 for the holidays! 

Central 
Florida 
Senior

DECEMBER 2013
PUBLISHER
Tracy Craft
407.515.2605
TCraft@TurnstileMediaGroup.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Isaac Babcock 
407.563.7023
IBabcock@TurnstileMediaGroup.com

ADVERTISING
Linda Stern
407.376.2434
LStern@TurnstileMediaGroup.com

Deborah Sheehy
407.563.7009
DSheehy@TurnstileMediaGroup.com

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Sarah Wilson 
407.563.7026
SWilson@TurnstileMediaGroup.com

DESIGNER
Tom Miller
407.563.7032
TMiller@TurnstileMediaGroup.com

Published by Turnstile Media Group
1500 Park Center Drive 
Orlando, FL 32835-5705 
P: 407.563.7000 F: 407.563.7099

We will reopen at 9 a.m. on Jan. 6. 
For more information about these 
and any other events at the Mai-
tland Senior Center, please call 
407-539-6251 or visit itsmymai-
tland.com

Join Audrey every Tuesday in De-
cember at 10:30 a.m. for Line 
Dance Lessons. Class is 1.5 
hours and perfect for all levels of 
dancers. Beginners always wel-
come! Cost is $4 to the teacher.

Join us every Monday and Friday 

in December at 1 p.m. to see your 
favorite movies! Check our cal-
endar online to see what movies 
are showing in December.

Join John every Monday, Thurs-
day, and Friday in December at 9 
a.m. for Yoga. Please wear com-
fortable clothes and bring your 
own mat. Cost is $2 to the teacher.

Join us every Monday in Decem-
ber at 1 p.m. for our Conver-
sational French group. Spend 
some time chatting with others 
and making new friends. 

Join Esther every Tuesday in 

December at 9 a.m. for Tai Chi 
classes. Cost of the class is $10 
per month to the teacher. Please 
wear a white shirt, black pants, 
and comfortable shoes.

Join us every Tuesday in Decem-
ber at 1 p.m. for our Conversa-
tional Spanish group. Spend 
some time chatting with others 
and making new friends. Must be 
fluent in Spanish to participate.

Join Sher’re every Wednesday in 
December at 9:30 a.m. for a com-
bo of mat and chair yoga that 
is great for all levels. Cost of the 
class is $5 to the teacher. Please 
bring a yoga mat. 

Join Ty every Wednesday in De-
cember at 11 a.m. for Yoga Nidra, 
a sublime conscious sleep (medi-
tation) class. Cost of the class is 
$5 to the teacher. Please bring 
a yoga mat, something to cover 
yourself with (if you tend to get 
cold), and a small pillow.

Join Donna every Thursday in De-
cember at 11:30 a.m. for Chair 
Yoga. Cost of the class is a $2 do-
nation to the teacher. 

Join Ann every Friday in Decem-
ber for Recorder classes at 12:30 
p.m. Lessons are free! Please call 
the Senior Center at 407-539-
6251 for specifics on this class. 

On the second Friday of the month 
counselors from Serving Health 
Insurance Needs of Elders will 

provide free unbiased counsel-
ing about Medicare, Medigap, 
HMOs, Medicaid, Prescriptions 
Drug Plans, and Long Term Care. 
All counseling is first-come-first-
served. Bring your list of medica-
tions or Rx bottles, insurance card 
and red, white and blue Medicare 
card. For more information, email 
information@elderaffairs.org, visit 
FLORIDASHINE.org, or contact the 
Maitland Senior Center.

CASSELBERRY ADULT 
FITNESS CLASSES
Chair Yoga is at 10 a.m. every 
Monday and will get you moving 
again! The cost is $2 per class. 

Gentle/Restorative Yoga is from 
8:45 to 10 a.m. on Sundays. Cost 
is $10 per class. Senior citizen’s 
discount is $5 per class. For more 
information, contact Alice Gomes 
at 609-290-8195 or email alice@
imagineyoga.net.

Many more classes are available.
For more information on classes 
and registration, contact Mario Al-
garin at 407-262-7700, ext. 1576, 
or malgarin@casselberry.org or 
visit casselberry.org/register

WINTER SPRINGS SENIOR 
CENTER
The Senior Center will be closed 
Dec. 25 for Christmas. 

A special holiday lunch will be 
at 1 p.m. at the Senior Center on 
Dec. 22. RSVP at 407-327-6554. 

n Please see SENIOR CALENDAR next page
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Learn ceramics from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Mondays at the Winter 
Springs Senior Center at 400 N. 
Edgemon Ave. in Winter Springs. 
Call 407-327-6556 for more in-
formation. 

Have fun and get moving at yoga 
classes at 10 a.m. every Friday 
morning. Chair yoga is also avail-
able, offering all the benefits of 
traditional yoga. 

Bingo is Wednesday, Friday and 
the last Sunday of the month. 
Lunch is served at 11:45 a.m. fol-
lowed by Bingo at 1 p.m. There’s 
no bingo prior to the last Sunday 
of the month. 

A bridge class meets at 10:30 
a.m. every Tuesday to help your 
game.

Call 407-327-6556 for more 
classes and information.  

Let’s give a big thumbs-up 
to Dr. H, a physician at a re-
gional Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center –and a 
whistleblower. 

Dr. H testified before 
a House Veterans Affairs 
oversight and investigations 
subcommittee about her 
whistleblower complaints to 
the Office of Special Counsel, 
which have resulted in numer-
ous investigations and findings 
of serious wrongdoing at the 
regional center. For example: 

• Nurse practitioners 
weren’t supervised. They 
were labeled Licensed Inde-
pendent Practitioners, which 
they weren’t, and they were 

“practicing outside the scope 
of their licensure.” There was 
never any oversight or review 
of the care they gave. 

Thus empowered, nurse 
practitioners prescribed nar-
cotics “in flagrant violation of 
Federal and individual state 
laws and VA Handbook regu-
lations,” using one-size-fits-all 
institutional DEA tracking 

numbers on the drugs, with no 
physician oversight whatso-
ever and no means of tracing 
who prescribed what. 

• Doctors were pushed to 
sign prescriptions for patients 
they hadn’t even seen. When 
the doctors objected, the chief 
of staff brought in residents 
from a local medical school to 
write prescriptions after hours. 

• Veterans were scheduled 
into fictitious “ghost” clinics 
where there were actually no 

doctors, only nursing staff. 
Many veterans were unaware 
that they were being seen only 
by a nurse, not a doctor. 

• Doctors were pushed to 
sign collaborative agreements 
concerning the nursing prac-
titioners’ status (essentially 
monitoring agreements), and 
when they objected (they 
could be sued for the work 
of the nurse), they were told 
that 55 percent of their perfor-
mance pay would be withheld. 

• Nurses weren’t taking 
complete histories for patients, 
just “pasting in” previous 
information. 

I’ve read a lot of terrible 
medical center reports, but 
this beats them all. I haven’t 
named the medical center 
because I fear these problems 
aren’t unique in the VA health-
care system. 

Send email to columnreply2@ gmail.com 
© 2013 King Features Synd. Inc.

© 2013 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

7512 Dr. Phillips Blvd., Suite 90
Orlando, FL 32819

(On Dr. Phillips Boulevard, near Steinmart and between Stefano’s 
Grill and Keke’s restaurant in the Dr. Phillips Marketplace.)

 Call Toll Free:  
855.802.5532

Hear Your Best for the 
Holidays this Year!

Schedule a FREE Hearing Screening!

Hear Your Best for the 
Holidays this Year!

Schedule a FREE Hearing Screening!

Family. Friends. Festivities.  The joyous sounds of the holidays are fast 
approaching - which means it’s the perfect time for a FREE Hearing 
Check-up.  Don’t let another year with hearing loss dampen your cheer. 

Total Experience  
  • World Class Hearing Care
  • Most complete and accurate  
     hearing check-up. 

Total Selection  
  • HearUSA offers a broad 
     selection of advanced hearing 
     aids from trusted brands.

Total Technology  
  • Video Otoscope examination – 
     a look inside your ear to 
     determine if you have ear wax.

60-Day Trial
Restrictions apply, call for details.

Call today for your
FREE Hearing
Check-up!
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a pair of Siemens 3mi hearing aids*
*With purchase of a pair of 3mi model only. 

Everyday Price $2695 each. Sale Price $2295 each. 
Not valid with any other offer or discount.

$800 OFF

130901 HearUSA Holiday Ad_Central Florida Senior_10.25x8 to run 12-5_01.indd   1 10/29/13   10:09 AM

America needs more whistleblowers 

SENIOR CALENDAR | Bingo and more
n CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Savannah Court and Cove
Excellence in Assisted Living, 

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation

1301 W. Maitland Blvd.
Maitland, FL 32751
407-645-3990
www.SavannahCourtMaitland.com
Assisted Living Facility License No. 8447
Skilled Nursing Facility License No. 1635096

Call us today, stop by for 
a visit, join us for lunch, 

or all of the above. 
You are always welcome!

A Senior Living Community where Hospitality is a Way of Life.

Savannah Court Maitland
1301 West Maitland Boulevard 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Come see local crafters and thier wares,
at an old fashion ‘Bazaar’ …

Please call to RSVP!

Old Fashion-Bazaar Bash
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at Winter Park Towers

Hospice • Short-Term • Inpatient Care

Your room is waiting for you if you need

v  Pain and Symptom Management
v  Hospital Follow-up
v  Complex Treatments, or
v  Crisis Care

Information
407-206-2273

Referrals
866-742-6655

#5019096

www.cornerstonehospice.org
www.SeriousIllness.org/cornerstone

Medicare, Medicaid, most commercial insurances accepted

Colleen’s Custom 
Cleaning Service, LLC

Residential, Commercial, & Construction Clean up
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Colleen D. Kennon, Owner

P.O. Box 607494 • Orlando, FL 32810
407-600-7131 • 321-236-7072

colleenko5@yahoo.com

Member of:

The length of time you 
might spend in the emergency 
room has gotten longer — and 
longer — as many Medicare 
patients are held under what’s 
called “observation status.” 

AARP recently completed 
a study called “Rapid Growth 
in Medicare Hospital Observa-

tion Services: What’s Going 
On?” that shows the length of 
time patients are held that way 

has grown, sometimes to more 
than 48 hours. 

If you’re a Medicare 
patient, you can be toting up 
out-of-pocket costs with every 
passing hour you’re held in 
this medical limbo. There’s 
no cost-sharing cap with these 
observation status stays, not 

to mention that you might not 
receive the level of care that 
you should. As an observation 
outpatient, you’re liable for the 
costs of tests and procedures. 

Additionally, if you end up 
in skilled nursing, the obser-
vation status time you spend 
in the hospital doesn’t count 
for the Medicare requirement 
that you have three days as an 
inpatient. Your portion of the 
costs can skyrocket, and you 
might even be denied skilled 
nursing care because you 
weren’t in the hospital long 
enough as an official inpatient. 

Here are some specifics 
from the AARP study: 

• Observation status stays 
have increased 94 percent. 

• Patient status (observation 
versus inpatient) is sometimes 

changed by the hospital after 
the patient is sent home. 

• The average cost for 
skilled nursing that Medicare 
didn’t cover (due to being 
originally held in observation 
limbo) was $10,503. 

A number of senators in 
Congress have proposed legis-
lation that would require time 
spent in observation status to 
count as part of the three-day 
inpatient requirement. 

To read the full 25-page re-
port, go to aarp.org and put the 
study’s title in the search box. 

Matilda Charles regrets that she cannot 
personally answer reader questions, but 
will incorporate them into her column 
whenever possible. Send email to 
columnreply2@gmail.com © 2013 King 
Features Synd. Inc.

Emergency room stays can cost a bundle 

INTRODUCING

877-618-5526

 ■ Fully Equipped Kitchens
 ■ Carefree Granite Countertops  
 ■ Elevator Access
 ■ Four Paws Friendly

1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms
from $685*

*Promotions, terms and conditions subject to change.  
  Pricing displayed includes optional digital cable,  
  reserved parking space, and washer/dryer connections.

GardenParkSeniorLiving.com UptownMaitland.com

Visit Us at:
365 Garden Edge Point 

Fern Park, FL 32730

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 
10 am - 6 pm

Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 12 pm - 5 pm 

BRAND NEW 55+ SENIOR LIVING APARTMENTS
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Let’s face it — too much of 
the coverage we provide from 
Washington is “inside base-
ball,” easily ignored by those 
who live in the real world. 
Sometimes, though, this stuff 
matters. A case in point is the 
decision by Harry Reid and his 
Democratic gaggle to invoke 
the “nuclear option.” It’s 
called that because Reid and 
his partisan majority blew up 
the traditional filibuster. Utiliz-
ing a parliamentary maneuver, 
they were able to circumvent 
the usual two-thirds vote nec-
essary to change the rules and 
used a simple majority to do 
away with the biggest delaying 
tactic that has helped define 
the “deliberative” United 
States Senate. 

Republicans are having a 
cow. “You’ll regret this,” sput-
tered Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell. “The solution to 
this problem is at the ballot 
box.” He was trying to make 
the obvious point that if the 
R’s take over, it’s the D’s who 
will have lost their power to 
stop a conservative agenda. 
Unwittingly, however, Mc-
Connell was offering a justi-
fication for doing away with 
a stalling tactic that he and 
his partisans were using to 
thwart the winner of the last 
election. The voters choose 
who will head the nation. Last 

time around, that was Barack 
Obama, meaning he gets to 
select the ones to fill openings 
on the federal bench, and also 
who will head the departments 
and agencies of his adminis-
tration. 

Forgive the civics refresher, 
but while the Constitution’s 
advise-and-consent power 
provides the Senate an abil-
ity to block nominees, it is 
supposed to be used sparingly. 
The key word is “consent,” but 
at an unprecedented level, the 
Republicans were filibustering 
judicial and executive appoint-
ments put forth by President 
Obama. It came to a head 
when they blocked three of his 
choices to fill appeals-court 
openings. The Republicans 
were daring Reid to make the 
nuclear move — in truth, they 
triple-dared him – so he did. 

Actually, it wasn’t a com-
plete filibuster wipeout. There 
is an exception for the Su-
preme Court nominees, and it 
still can be deployed to shut 

down legislation. That brought 
some criticism from those 
who believe that the GOP 
agenda is all about obstruc-
tion. If Barack Obama asked 
Congress to approve a Happy 
Thanksgiving resolution, it 
would be filibustered in the 
upper chamber. 

Republicans vow revenge. 
They have plenty of tools for 
continuing the gridlock. The 
Senate rules are packed with 
delaying tactics. So they can 
retaliate against the nuclear 

option with the death of a 
thousand cuts. The budget 
deals that need to be done, for 
instance, can be sunk if they 
simply refuse to negotiate. 
Depending on how vindictive 
they choose to be, we could 
be facing another govern-
ment shutdown or debt-ceiling 
crisis. If you’re wondering 
just what all this has to do 
with running the country, the 
answer is nothing. 

Those on the right point 
out that when they’ve held the 

power, the liberals have also 
embraced procedural block-
ades. But the Republicans 
have reached new highs. Or 
would it be lows? In the ugly 
world of politics, things rarely 
improve — they get worse. 

Inside baseball? Yes, it is, 
but the game affects all of us. 
If the legislative branch can 
substitute political pettiness 
for law making, we will con-
tinue to deteriorate. That’s not 
what a democracy is supposed 
to be.

2069 Aloma Ave.
Winter Park,

FL 32792

762 E. Altamonte Drive
Altamonte Springs, 

FL 32701
(407) 691-3009 (407) 679-2135

Visit us on the web @ www.binsons.com

• Adult Diapers
• Bath Safety
• Compression Stockings
• CPAP
• Hospital Beds
• Lady Binson’s Boutique
    for Breast Cancer Patients
    & Expecting/New Mothers
• Mastectomy Supplies
• Ostomy Supplies
• Oxygen

• Power Scooters
• Prosthetic & Orthotics
• Seat Lift Chairs
• Walkers
• Wheelchairs
• Your Diabetes Headquarters
• And Much More!

20%off
any one item

Coupon redeemable for cash, check or 
credit card purchases only. 

Not redeemable for insurance 
transactions. Excludes custom/special 
orders & nutritional supplements. May 

not be combined with any other dis-
counts. Coupon has no cash value.

1235 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 102, Orlando 32804 • Tel. 407.730.4880
(between Princeton & Ivanhoe) Open Monday - Saturday • 11AM - 6PM

Tommy Bahama Sample Shop
New Holiday Merchandise!

Nuclear matters: War on the Capitol floor 

ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE 

395 Alafaya Woods Blvd., Oviedo, FL 32765
407-977-8786

ALF License No. 9235, 9308, 9307   www.slm.net/SCOviedo1 Signature property of 

Located on a beautiful campus setting, our two Savannah Court
communities provide full assisted living services while Savannah
Cottage offers a secured residence for those with memory loss.  

• Restaurant Style Dining Experience
• Vibrant and Extensive Activities Program
• 24/7 Well Trained and Caring Associates 
• Laundry, Housekeeping and Linen Services
• Scheduled Transportation and Fun Outings
• Individualized Services and Care 

Call us today, stop by for a visit, join us for lunch, or all 
of the above!  You are always welcome at Savannah Court and
Cottage of Oviedo.

MEMORY CARE RESIDENCE

Where hospitality is truly a way of life!

Savannah Court and Cottage 
of Oviedo

ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE 

395 Alafaya Woods Blvd., Oviedo, FL 32765
407-977-8786

ALF License No. 9235, 9308, 9307   www.slm.net/SCOviedo1 Signature property of 

Located on a beautiful campus setting, our two Savannah Court
communities provide full assisted living services while Savannah
Cottage offers a secured residence for those with memory loss.  

• Restaurant Style Dining Experience
• Vibrant and Extensive Activities Program
• 24/7 Well Trained and Caring Associates 
• Laundry, Housekeeping and Linen Services
• Scheduled Transportation and Fun Outings
• Individualized Services and Care 

Call us today, stop by for a visit, join us for lunch, or all 
of the above!  You are always welcome at Savannah Court and
Cottage of Oviedo.

MEMORY CARE RESIDENCE

Where hospitality is truly a way of life!

Savannah Court and Cottage 
of Oviedo

Located on a beautiful campus setting, our two Savannah Court 
communities provide full assisted living services while Savannah 
Cottage offers a secured residence for those with memory loss.

You are always welcome at Savannah Court and Cottage of Oviedo

• Restaurant Style Dining Experience
• Vibrant and Extensive Activities Program
• 24/7 Well Trained and Caring Associates

• Laundry, Housekeeping and Linen Services
• Individualized Services and Care

Where hospitality is truly a way of life!

www.savannahcourtoviedo.com

395 Alafaya Woods Blvd., Oviedo, FL 32765
407-977-8786

ALF License No. 9235, 9308, 9307

Call us today, stop by for a visit, 
join us for lunch, or all of the above!
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CAM’S AUTO REPAIR

1701 Pratt Place Oviedo

407-977-4767
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 9am-3pm

15% OFF

NEW LOCATION 1701 PRATT PL OVIEDO

We service all vehicles. Foreign & Domestic
Shuttle svc w/in 10 miles with appointment  Towing Available

AC Delco Professional Service Center
Proud Member of Oviedo-Winter Springs Chamber of Commerce

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

ASE CERTIFIED FL ST Cert Mv85999

www.facebook.com/CamsAutoRepairService

 
Must present coupon at time of service

407-977-4767

Any Regular Priced Service Over $100

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: 
I have two dogs and a cat, 
and I love them all dearly. 
I also try to make things a 
little better for pets that don’t 
have homes by helping out 
two days a month at the local 
shelter. Please let your read-
ers know that they can make 
a huge difference in dogs’ 
and cats’ lives even with a 
small contribution. If they 
can’t give their time, they can 
donate money, food or other 
pet-care items. — Caring in 
Kalamazoo 

DEAR KALAMAZOO: 
You told them, and thanks! 
The holiday season offers the 
most opportunities to donate, 
no matter what amount, to a 
number of causes benefiting 
pets. So while you’re busy 
making gift lists and holiday 
preparations, don’t forget to 
include pets in need some-
where in those thoughts. 

Most local shelters have 
Web pages online where you 
can find out about upcoming 
fundraising events, see what 
food or supplies are needed, 
or find a contact number or 
email address to learn more. 
Those that don’t have a 
website often have listings or 
dedicated space in the town or 
community newspaper. 

Major pet-care organiza-
tions and pet-supply stores 
have fundraising drives 
throughout the year, while 
local organizations sometimes 
hold supply drives and other 
events with the help of local 
businesses or municipalities. 

You also can donate your 
free time to help out at local 
animal shelters. Contact your 
nearest shelter to see if op-
portunities are available, how 
much time is required and if 
additional training is needed 
for certain volunteer posi-
tions. 

Send your questions or comments to 
ask@pawscorner.com. Did you know 
mosquitos can transmit heartworm lar-
vae to dogs, but fleas don’t? Find out 
more in my new book, “Fighting Fleas,” 
available now. © 2013 King Features 
Synd. Inc.

Remember 
pets in 
need this 
holiday 
season 

St. Dorothy’s Catholic Community 
will be celebrating mass starting 

Sunday, December 1 at

St. Matthew’s Tavern
1300 N. Mills Ave.

(Mills and Montana, just north of Colonial Dr.)

All are welcome!
Mass begins at 11 a.m.

Casual attire

Parking is along Mills and in 
Watkins Dental parking lot.

Please visit website for information 
about St. Dorothy’s

www.stdorothycatholiccommunity.org

HEAR YE ... HEAR YE!
shadow.indd   1 5/1/12   3:22 PM
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All faiths or beliefs are welcome. 

T    here should be 
more to life than 

maintenance-free living. 
The way we see it, it’s about living the whole of 
life. Something that, as the nation’s largest not-

for-profit provider of senior care and services, we 
have made our daily mission. And our life’s work. 

To learn more about our community 
in Kissimmee, call (407) 933-1999. 
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