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Oviedo City Talk, a column 
from Mayor Dominic 

Persampiere, debuts on our 
newly expanded opinions 

section. Stetson’s Corner and 
Celery Stalks are there too!

Lake Mary’s Rowdy Gaines is in 
London calling Olympic swimming

Interests > 7
A Winter Springs chiropractor is in 

London with the U.S. Olympic team

Interests > 8
Garrick’s taste buds dance for 

Señor Tequila in Winter Springs

Restaurant review> 9

Emily comes to Miami to become a professional dancer 
and falls for Sean, who leads a local flash mob dance crew.

Opening this week: ‘STEP UP REVOLUTION’

Oviedo’s new downtown is set to 
start rising out of the ground after 
more than half a decade in limbo. On 
July 16 the City Council spoke with 
developer Tom Cavanaugh about 
plans to build an 85,000-square-
foot mixed-use development, with 
construction of 250 residential units 
starting in 2013. 

But an amendment added into 
the development agreement by the 
developer ruffled some feathers on 
the Council, with members balking 
at the idea of drive-through restau-
rants and banks being added to the 
project. 

The developer’s attorney, Lee 
Smith, sensing hostility toward the 
idea from the Council, proposed an 
alternative plan that would involve 
drive-through banks, dry cleaners 
and drugstores, leaving out drive-
through restaurants. Mayor Domi-
nic Persampiere refused.

“What we’re debating is that 
we don’t want drive-throughs,” 
Persampiere said. “What we don’t 
want is a Walgreens parked on the 
corner. I’m personally telling you 

A wall of contention that has stood 
between the city of Winter Springs 
and residents of the Tuscawilla neigh-
borhood Units 12/12A for nearly 30 
years is slowly starting to come down 
— both literally and figuratively — 
whether either side wants it to or not.

Its brick is beginning to crumble and 
its mortar to crack, and residents of the 
90-home community and members of 
the City Commission have been forced 
to pay attention. Since it was built in 
the early 1980s, the 3,000-foot wall, 
which wraps the external length of the 
12/12A subdivision in Winter Springs 

and lays partially on city, private and 
easement properties, has never had an 
explicitly determined owner. 

“You’re not taking care of the wall, 
we’re not taking care of the wall, 
who’s going to take care of this wall?” 
Unit 12/12A homeowner Jon Lee asks, 
frustratedly summing up an issue that 
he’s been dealing with for more than 
25 years, and with directly through the 
City Commission for more than seven 
months.

After surveys were taken to reveal 
61 percent of the wall, the majority of 
which runs adjacent to Winter Springs 
Boulevard, stands in city right-of-
way, it’s been decided that its up to 

Larry Wexler has a dream for solar energy. 
The 54-year-old inventor envisions a fleet 

of vehicles like his own, a three-wheeled, 
eight-foot car that he’s built himself, com-
pletely coated with and powered by solar 
panels. 

He sees his own startup company pro-
ducing solar cars cheaply and affordably for 
consumers, who save fuel, money and time 
by powering up through charging stations 
throughout Central Florida run by other en-
ergy companies. To Wexler, there was a time 
that the future of solar energy was just peak-
ing over the horizon.

But that was years ago, and now it seems 
Wexler’s once-bright vision has been eclipsed 
by forces beyond his control. Consumers and 
investors, especially in the Sunshine State, 
still treat solar energy like a distant and un-
welcome cousin, and Wexler, with no busi-
ness training of his own, has been unable to 
find someone willing to help put him and his 
car on the right track.

“I have the technology,” Wexler said, “but 
I need someone with me every day to help 

me make money. It’s almost impossible to do 
this without a business degree, which I lack.” 

Wexler, who lives near Altamonte Springs, 
conceived the idea of a solar-powered car 
nearly 30 years ago, but didn’t pursue it un-
til after he left his job of 20 years as an inte-
rior landscaper. Completed after six months 
of labor and $10,000 in parts, his vehicle can 

cruise at speeds up to 45 mph and can run 
for about two hours on its 30 ampere battery 
pack. The sun’s rays provide power to the 
battery pack, but Wexler says the sun also 
provides an additional 10 amps of power on 
its own.

“Even with bad batteries, I’m not gonna 

Solar hopes eclipsedOviedo 
OKs new 
project Solar energy industry 

struggles to find traction 
in the Sunshine State

KYLE WARNKE
The Voice

ISAAC BABCOCK
The Voice

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Larry Wexler of Altamonte Springs built his own solar-powered car, among other sun-powered inventions.

n Please see SOLAR on page 2

City hits a wall as 
structure falls apart

SARAH WILSON
The Voice

PHOTO BY SARAH WILSON — THE VOICE

The 3,000-foot wall will either be destroyed, rebuilt or repaired.
n Please see WALL on page 5

n Please see DOWNTOWN on page 4
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This    Week 
THIS WEEK in history
Aug. 5, 1858 — 
The first telegraph line across the Atlantic Ocean is completed. 
Four British and American vessels met in mid-ocean and 
successfully laid 2,000 miles of cable, often at a depth of more 
than 2 miles.
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get stuck with the sun out,” he 
says. 

Wexler’s car uses photovoltaic 
electricity, which comes from con-
verting the stored energy from the 
sun into electric watts. Although 
batteries are an effective method, 
they’ve only become popular in 
recent years, said Bill Young, a 
senior research engineer at the 
Florida Solar Energy Center. So-
lar energy input and output has 
turned toward bimodal power, 
which uses both batteries as well 
as power from a grid system, a 
trend spurred on by the damage 
of past hurricane seasons.

“We started using grids and 
had batteries,” Young said. “To 
be cheaper, we discarded batter-

ies and only had grid power. With 
hurricanes, we had to move to bi-
modal again, because when pow-
er goes out on the grid, without 
batteries you’re in the dark.”

Young said that utility com-
panies have been making moves 
toward generating solar energy 
by building larger and more 
equipped power plants that can 
produce up to 10 megawatts of 
power. The benefits of no fuel cost 
and no pollution have enticed 
companies towards solar, but resi-

dential owners are still hesitant to 
adopt the technology.

“What they need to look at is 
their electric cars and their solar 
system as an investment, like a 
house. You pay for the system up 
front, and then you have a return 
on your system,” Young said.

Lawrence Hefler, director of 
corporate marketing for BlueChip 
Energy, a solar energy provider 
that manufactures, sells and in-
stalls solar technology, agrees that 
the knowledge and awareness of 
solar energy’s benefits need to be 
raised in consumers’ minds.

“There’s still a need for major 
education. Florida is not a solar 
state, even though we’re the Sun-
shine State. Once homeowners 
and businesses understand, it’ll 
make sense,” Hefler said. 

At their headquarters in Lake 
Mary, BlueChip owns and oper-
ates the largest privately owned 
solar array in the state, which sits 
on the building’s roof generat-
ing 1.6 megawatts (MW). Hefler 
boasts that they’ve practically 
wiped out the company’s electric 
bill, which was previously $14,000 
a month. Now, it’s $14.

Although businesses are taking 
steps forward in promoting the 
benefits of solar technology, Flor-
ida’s solar initiatives lag behind 
other states. The Solar Energy In-
dustries Association ranked Flori-
da at No.14 in solar installations, 
placing the Sunshine State in the 
shadow of Massachusetts, Ohio 

and New Jersey. Lacking a renew-
able energy policy or government 
incentives, Florida added 2.8 MW 
of solar energy in the first quarter 
of this year, while first-place New 
Jersey added 174 MW.

Florida’s Solar Energy Systems 
program, enacted in 2006 under 
former Gov. Charlie Crist, offered 
a rebate of $4 per watt for energy 
powered by solar technology, 
guaranteeing homeowners up to 
$20,000. However, the state ran 
out of money for the program be-
fore it expired in June 2010, Young 
said, leading state legislators to 
discontinue it.

Wexler and his sun-powered 
startup still have a way to go 
before their future looks bright 
again. Although he’s still shop-
ping for a business partner of 
almost any background, Wexler 
doesn’t quite know what road 

he’ll be taking next, and whether 
it’ll be in his mobile sun cruiser.

“Last few times I rode it, I was 
happy,” he said. “It’s there — the 
technology works. But I can’t pro-
mote it by myself. I can’t prove it 
with my words alone.”

SOLAR | Although businesses are taking steps forward, Florida’s solar initiatives lag behind other states 

n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Florida Solar Energy Center offers 
information on the renewable energy 
and energy efficiency research, 
education, training, and certification 
activities. Visit fsec.ucf.edu

BlueChip Energy in Lake Mary is 
a fully integrated solar PV power 
generator, occupying all segments 
of the solar power value chain. Visit 
bluechipenergy.net

Solar Energy Industries Association 
is the U.S. trade association for solar 
energy and related businesses. Visit 
www.seia.org/

Correction
The phone number accompanying the column “Remit payroll taxes or pay big time” 
in the July 13 issue was incorrect. You can reach Peter Pappas at 407-648-2555.

“What they need to look at is their electric cars 
and their solar system as an investment, like a 

house. You pay for the system up front, and then 
you have a return on your system.” — Bill Young

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Inventor Larry Wexler said he has the knowhow to build solar cars, above, but 
absent business and marketing support, he fears his designs won’t find success.
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© 2012 March of Dimes Foundation 

working together for stronger, healthier babies

NOMINATE AN OUTSTANDING NURSE
March of Dimes Nurse of the Year will honor the 

contributions of nurses working in Orange, Seminole and 
Osceola counties who  have demonstrated extraordinary 

patient care, compassion, and service.

What are the categories?
The Nurse of the Year awards will be presented in 15 categories 

during an evening celebration at the Walt Disney World 
Dolphin and Swan Resort on Saturday, November 10, 2012. 
Categories range from Advance Practice to Student Nurse. 

Who can nominate a nurse?
Anyone can! Patients, co-workers, supervisors, health 

professionals, and self-nominations are also encouraged.  

What is the deadline?
September 3, 2012

Have a question?
312.274.8679

Sponsored by

Partial list of items:
sofas, meade telescoPe, microwave ovens, french door refrigerator, wine chillers (3), 

Beds, freezer, linens, dishware, fine crystal, Pottery, anthony gallo acoustic sound 
system, entertainment center, Bose sPeaker systems, Jewelry, electronics, décor items, 

hundreds of lP’s, cd’s, dvd’s, yard sculPtures, hoosier caBinet, antique taBles, chairs, 
caBinets, wall art, dishwasher, washer and dryer, Board games, Patio furnishings, ladies 

and men’s designer laBel clothing and shoes, french art deco chiffonier and Bureau Plat, 
construction tools, hand and Power 

tools, survey equiPment, office 
equiPment, desks, file caBinets, 

cuBicle dividers, large format coPier, 
office suPPlies, office chairs, uPs 

devices, Pc monitors, shelving,

check our weBsite for a 
detailed Preview!

ShowcaSeeStateSaleS.com

Estate Sale
Friday July 27th and Saturday July 28th

890 Four Wheel Lane, Geneva FL
8:30 am to 4:30 pm each day
(Numbers available at 7 am)

Everything in this huge 
home and adjacent 

office building will be 
available for purchase!

For those battling a fever or a sore 
throat, they may just be experi-
encing symptoms of the common 
cold. But they could be symptoms 
of a worse affliction that’s seen a 
more than 500 percent increase in 
Oviedo in two weeks. 

Florida Hospital’s Oviedo Cen-
tra Care clinic reported a jump in 
strep throat cases two weeks ago, 
the largest reported at any Cen-
tra Care location. From June 22 to 
July 5, the Oviedo clinic reported 
at least one case of strep throat per 
day, when only one week prior 
they reported one case per week. 

The increase seems concen-
trated at the Oviedo location 
though, as other Centra Care lo-
cations haven’t seen a significant 
rise in strep. The Longwood clinic 
reported between five and eight 
cases per week, while Altamonte 
Springs saw between three and 
four, and Sanford had two or 
three, the clinics reported.

Dr. Timothy Hendrix, the 
medical director of Centra Care, is 
surprised by the sudden increase 

of strep diagnoses, but he doesn’t 
think it’s unexplainable.

“It’s pretty unusual to see strep 
in the middle of summer. We of-
ten don’t see it until school starts 
again in fall, but we’ve definitely 
seen an increase in the past few 
weeks,” Hendrix said. “It’s prob-

ably a singular cluster of people 
that’s causing the outbreak in 
community. Oviedo’s more of 
a community with residential, 
younger families, where the dis-
ease easily spreads.”

Adults and children alike are 
susceptible to infection, although 

children between 5 and 15 years 
old are the most common pa-
tients. After being exposed to the 
streptococcal bacteria, patients 
can show symptoms in two to five 
days. Symptoms of strep throat 
include sore throat, fever, painful 
swallowing, nausea and swollen 
glands. Hendrix warns that if a 
family member has strep, there’s 
a 20 percent chance other family 
members will catch it.  

But just because it can be 
spread easily does not mean that 
it’s considered a danger. 

The Seminole County Health 
Department has not recognized 
the increase of strep throat in re-
cent weeks. Dain Weister, public 
information officer for both Semi-
nole County and Orange County 
Health Departments, emphasizes 
strep throat is not significant 
enough to be rigorously moni-
tored by local health clinics.

“It’s not a reportable disease,” 
Weister said. “We just try to help 
with surveillance. It’s not required 
of doctors and providers to report 
it to the Health Department, like 
more extreme diagnoses such as 
E. coli. Our reports are just based 

on what information they volun-
tarily give us.”

Weister still urges that people 
be aware of strep. “If Centra Care 
is seeing an increase, then we 
would urge the public to take all 
the precautions they can.”

Another local walk in clinic, 
Solantic Urgent Care, has not seen 
a rise in strep throat either. Paul 
Dickison, vice president of mar-
keting for Solantic, said that while 
the Winter Springs clinic still 
treats a few cases of strep a week, 
it’s nothing out of the ordinary.

“We didn’t necessarily see a 
higher incidence of reportage of 
strep,” Dickison said. “We’ve seen 
a lot of upper respiratory or throat 
issues. We’ve run a lot more tests, 
but haven’t necessarily confirmed 
a higher incidence of strep.”

But as strep outbreaks — both 
seasonal and incidental — have 

led to use of common antibiotics 
to stop them, that may have weak-
ened the drugs’ effect, Hendrix 
said. 

“Strep is fairly easy to treat, as 
almost any antibiotic will kill it,” 
Hendrix said. “We’ve been seeing 
a little bit more resistance in the 
community over the years, since 
streptococcal bacteria have been 
exposed to the antibiotic numer-
ous times, so it’s developing a 
strong resistance.”

Without treatment, Hendrix 
said, strep can last up to a week, 
but with help from antibiotics 
such as penicillin or amoxicil-
lin, the symptoms can disappear 
within two days. To prevent catch-
ing strep, he advises following 
normal hygiene precautions, such 
as avoiding contact with someone 
with the disease and regularly 
washing your hands.

Strep throat now 
the common cold
Oviedo clinic reports more than a 500 percent increase in strep cases

KYLE WARNKE
The Voice

“It’s pretty unusual 
to see strep in the 
middle of summer. 

We often don’t see it 
until school starts 
again in fall, but 

we’ve definitely seen 
an increase in the past 

two weeks.” – Dr. 
Timothy Hendrix
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Voted Ovations Top Law Firm  
in 2011 and 2012

Experience. 

      Compassion. 

                  Results.

DOWNTOWN | Oviedo on the Park in the works for a decade
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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I’m not supporting this, and we’re 
going to move forward. We dis-
cussed this six months ago.”

Councilman Stephen Schenck 
agreed. 

“It’s a destination, not a drive-
through and a drive-by,” he said. 
“That’s the key is you get out and 
walk, not drive by. I think the con-
cept should be concrete in that 
fact.”

Persampiere said his goal was 
to preserve the original vision of 
Oviedo’s new downtown project, 
dubbed Oviedo on the Park, as a 
walkable mixed-use development 
of homes and businesses with re-
tail and entertainment. 

Drive-through restaurants 
and businesses would change the 
theme of the area entirely, Pers-
ampiere said, cutting down on the 
amount of visitors parking and 

strolling along the retail shops.
“That would change the whole 

intent of it,” he said. “It’d turn it 
into just another shopping center. 
If that’s your intent, then we’ll just 
go with somebody else.”

The city hasn’t been shy about 
avoiding developers that wanted 
to change the original vision of the 
Oviedo on the Park. Persampiere 
said that the city had held onto 
90-95 percent of the new down-
town’s original vision by holding 
steady with its original rules. 

But Smith argued that the de-

velopment agreement as it stood 
might be too restrictive on pro-
posed businesses that don’t meet 
the city’s exact guidelines. 

“It’s very possible that there are 
uses you’d like to see that you’re 
not going to get approved because 
of the development agreement,” 
Smith said. 

That might include a popular 
coffee bar that included a drive-
through option. 

“We’re not expecting that 
you’d want a drive-through fast 
food restaurant, we’re just hoping 
that if something like a high-end 
drive-through like Starbucks, that 
we’d be able to get it,” Smith said. 

That’s something that Schenck 
had previously agreed could be a 
possibility, in general, though he 
didn’t mention Starbucks. 

“Yes, if there’s the odd excep-
tion, there should be ways to get 
it,” Schenck said. “But the over-
all is that it’s a destination, not a 
drive-by.”

Persampiere said that the city 
had avoided relaxing rules so that 
further down the line in develop-
ment the city wouldn’t grant so 
many exceptions that it changed 
the look of the area forever. 

“Let’s make no mistake about 
it, we all want that development 
there,” Persampiere said. “But we 
give this up, and it just opens that 
door up. It’s something else, and 
something else and something 
else. This was made difficult for a 
reason.”

Though the Council decided 
against the change at the Council 
meeting, it did pass a resolution 
for an agreement between the city, 
developer and landowners for 
developing amenities and infra-
structure in the new downtown, 
setting into motion what could be 
the first construction of the proj-
ect. 

“Tom (Cavanaugh), congratu-
lations and let’s have that block 
party,” Persampiere said. “Tom, 
we’ve busted your chops enough, 
we’ll pay for the hot dogs. I can’t 
wait to see some stuff come out of 
the ground.”

Plan your weekend with

The Weekender!
This weekly newsletter 
keeps you up to date 

on events happening in 
Central Florida's cities, 

including Oviedo, Winter 
Springs, Winter Park, 
Maitland, Avalon Park 
and Waterford Lakes.

Visit seminolevoice.com and click 
"Subscribe to Newsletter"

“Let’s make no mistake about it, we all want 
that development there,” Persampiere said. 

“But we give this up, and it just opens that door 
up. It’s something else, and something else and 
something else. This was made difficult for a 

reason.” — Mayor Dominic Persampiere
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A SafeHarbor, LLC Earns 
BBB Accreditation
A SafeHarbor, LLC is committed to EBB’s Standards of Trust
This week A SafeHarbor, LLC / Robert Parker Adams & CO., P.A. announced its 
recent accreditation by BBB Serving Central Florida. As a BBB Accredited Business, A 
SafeHarbor is dedicated to promoting trust in the marketplace.

According to BBB reports by Princeton Research, seven in ten consumers say they 
are more likely to work with a company designated as a BBB Accredited Business. 
BBB is a resource for the public, providing objective, unbiased information about 
businesses.

“We are pleased to be BBB Accredited because we value building trust with our 
clients,” said Bob Adams. “Our BBB Accreditation gives our clients confidence in our 
commitment to maintaining high ethical standards of conduct.”

BBB Accredited Businesses must adhere to BBB’s “Standards of Trust,” a 
comprehensive set of policies, procedures and best practices representing 
trustworthiness in the marketplace. The standards call for building trust, embodying 
integrity, advertising honesty and telling the truth, being transparent, honoring 
promises, being responsive and safeguarding privacy.

About A SafeHarbor, LLC:
Our expertise lies in retirement planning, including wealth accumulation and 
protection and preservation of assets, long-term care and life insurance; tax planning 
and estate planning. We will work with you to set your retirement goals, strategize on 
how we can assist you in achieving your goals, and walk you through every step of 
the implementation process.

We provide free consultation services and we are available to discuss in detail how 
we may improve your financial situation utilizing a variety of planning methods and 
financial instruments. Making a strong commitment to our clients and building long-
lasting relationships with them is of the utmost importance to A SafeHarbor, LLC.

AboutBBB
BBB’s mission is to be the leader in advancing marketplace trust. BBB accomplishes 
this mission by creating a community of trustworthy businesses, setting standards 
for marketplace trust, encouraging and supporting best practices, celebrating 
marketplace role models and denouncing substandard marketplace behavior.

Businesses that earn BBB Accreditation contractually agree and adhere to the 
organization’s high standards of ethical business behavior. BBB is the preeminent 
resource to turn to for objective, unbiased information on businesses and charities.

Bob Adams is President of A SafeHarbor, LLC.  He may be contacted at A SafeHarbor, LLC, PO Box 3167, 
Winter Park, FL, 32790, telephone 407/644-6646 or e-mail BobAdams@ASafeHarbor.com

Which line gives you the 
best chance for success? 
According to 
paycheckforlife.com, three 

Americans entering 
retirement today are 
projected to outlive their 

Learn how to protect your 
retirement account from 
losses, maintain upside 
potential and maximize 
your lifetime income. Call 
us today for your 
PERSONALIZED SAFE 
MONEY REPORT.

Illustration period: 1 -1-2000  through 1-1-2012.  Each example shown assumes $100,000 
initial premium with no withdrawals. Market value based on the S&P 500® Index. Historical 
performance of the S&P 500®  Index should not be considered a representation of current or 
future performance of the Index or of any annuity.  Hypothetical index annuity product  
illustration assumes crediting method of a 6% annual point-to-point cap and annual reset. 
Hypothetical Income Rider Value assumes a 7% annual rate of return for income purposes.  
Illustration values represent gross returns.  Assumed annuity rates and actual historical prices of 
the S&P 500® Index were used in this purely hypothetical example for the purpose of 
illustrating comparitive values and to illustrate how the Interest-Crediting Strategy might have 

guaranteed. Past performance does not guarantee future results.    

ONE SHOT
You  only have 

at  retirement
will  fall

60% 
of Americans 

short.

Member of

(407)-644-6646
www.aSafeHarbor.com

Bob Adams
President/CEO
A SafeHarbor, LLC

bob@asafeharbor.com

* Illustration period: 1-1-2000 though 1-1-2012

the Commission to decide what 
to do with it, and how to pay for 
its repair, replacement or removal. 
After 250 feet of the 4-foot 8-inch 
wall were deemed a public safety 
hazard in May, the issue became 
even more crucial.

At its May 29 meeting, the 
Commission decided to form an 
Ad Hoc committee of seven resi-
dents with Steven Richart, the 
city’s Urban Beautification man-
ager, serving as a liaison to help 
decide the fate of the wall between 
them. As of the Commission’s July 
9 meeting, Councilwoman Joanne 
Krebs volunteered to oversee the 
committee on the Commission’s 
behave, and it was decided the 
committee would have three op-
tions in dealing with the wall: re-
pair, replace or remove.

“We’re faced with an issue the 
homeowners can’t take care of 
themselves … It’s been a bit of a 
fiasco,” Richart said.

After the wall was built by 
the subdivision’s developer, no 
Homeowners Association was 
ever established for the 90 homes 
it circumvents – nor was a name 
more appealing than “Unit 
12/12A” given. And with that, 
no responsibility for the wall was 
ever designated, leaving it un-
maintained for nearly 30 years, 
Richart said.

And while the 250-feet deemed 
a public safety hazard has been 
knocked down as of July 20, the 
rest of the wall’s fate has not 
been determined. It’s estimated 

that tearing it down and replac-
ing the wall could cost upwards 
of $450,000, while repairing and 
maintaining it would take closer 
to $10,000 a year.

Commissioner Krebs said if the 
wall is removed, 142 trees have 
been identified that will need to 
come out. The sidewalk on Winter 
Springs Boulevard that parallels 
the wall would also likely been 
torn up in the process.

“We have to think of what it’s 
going to look like not only to those 
people who live there, but the 
citizens who drive down the road 
— they’re going to think a bomb 
went off,” Krebs said. “To do that, 
that’s pretty harsh if there’s other 
things we could do.”

Some Unit 12/12A residents, 
including Jon Lee, say they aren’t 
too happy with the idea of their 
wall being demolished either, not 
only for aesthetic and privacy rea-
sons, but for what it will cost them 
in assessments, as it’s likely the 
bulk of the cost will fall on home-
owners in the subdivision.

Also, since there is no home-
owners association for the neigh-
borhood, if not rebuilt by the 
city, individual property owners 
would be in charge of building 
their own fencing with no beauti-
fication code other than city stan-
dards, Lee said.

Unit 12/12A homeowner An-
nabelle Frilen, who has 3/4 of her 
property bordering the wall in a 
corner lot, says if the city takes the 
wall down and doesn’t replace it, 
she won’t hesitate to take matters 
into her own hands in putting up 

her own fence.
“I’m not going to wait years for 

them to replace it,” she said. “If 
it comes down I’ll be sitting here 
fat, dumb and happy… I’m the 
one that’s sitting here naked so to 
speak when it happens, and I’ve 
got to have some protection.”

The wall, she says, keeps peo-
ple out of her yard, from being 
able to see into her pool and living 
room, and headlights from beam-
ing through her house at night. 
Yet when she bought her house 10 
years ago, she said no one told her 
the current wall was her responsi-
bility.

“I don’t want to be difficult, 
but I do want whatever happens 
for 12 and 12A to be an improve-
ment,” she said. “I want the com-
munity to actually look like a sub-
division.”

It could be months until a de-
cision is made, possibly until the 
end of the year, Richart said. Once 
the committee membership is fi-
nalized, the members have 120 
days to come up with a recom-
mendation for the Commission. 
What happens from then is up to 
them.

Richart said they have the dif-
ficult decision of deciding how to 
allocate the city’s public money 
and resources for what’s best for 
the 90-home Unit 12/12A commu-
nity, and the entire population of 
Winter Springs. 

“It’s a problem and I feel bad 
for the city that they have to go 
through this right now,” Frilen 
said. “But it’s about time some-
thing is done about it.”

WALL | If the wall is removed, 142 trees would come down too
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE Pols mingle

PHOTOS BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Supervisors of election Michael Ertel of Seminole County, top left, and 
Bill Cowles of Orange County pose at the East Side Regional Hob Nob on June 
26.  Above is Orange County District 5 Commissioner Ted Edwards.
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Fresh Fruit

Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Vegetables

Thomas
Produce

110 Geneva Dr., Oviedo
(Across from Ace Hardware)

“Get Healthy From the Inside Out!”

www.pageschool.com

Page Private School will be offering the High Reach Curriculum approved by the Department of  
Education.  This program will enhance interactive hands-on experiences through language, physical 
development, and social skills.  This curriculum will focus on science, math, language, community, 

and purposeful play.  Assessments will be given twice a year
to measure the academic progress of  each student.
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NOW OFFERING VPK!
Children must be 4 years old by September 1st.

NOW OFFERING VPK!
Children must be 4 years old by September 1st.

CALL FOR INFORMATION

August 20, 2012 – June 7, 2013
University Park     407.678.0333

10250 University Blvd., Orlando, FL
Ages 2 through Grade 8

August 13, 2012 – May 30, 2013
Towne Center     407.324.1144
100 Aero Lane, Sanford, FL
Ages 2 through Grade 8

Hours 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
We offer extended hours from 11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Snacks provided by parents

Call For InFormatIon

Dorothy Lee Jones, 94, died 
peacefully on Thursday, July 12, 
2012, after a brief decline. Known 
to friends and family as “Dot” 
and “Aunt Dot,” she told her 
witty and apt stories right up to 
the last. Born Jan. 19, 1918, she 
was the daughter of Charles S. 
Lee and Goldie Beckley Lee who 
raised four children in Oviedo on 
Lake Charm. Dot and her siblings 
were fifth-generation Floridians. 
Their pioneer Lee grandparents, 
whom Dot remembered – James 
Hiram Lee and Laura Barnett Lee 
– were the children and grand-
children of Lake City, Fla. natives. 
As a young couple, James and 
Laura moved to the Oviedo area 
then known as the Lake Jesup 
Settlement. This move in the late 
1860s was arduous; among other 
things, the journey involved a 
mule-drawn wagon, an infant 
child, the fording of rivers and 
the slim advantage of “roads” 
that were mere trails for the most 
part. 

Dot graduated from Oviedo 

High School and, after earn-
ing her Bachelor’s in 1939 from 
Florida Southern College, she 
taught English and speech at 
High Springs. In 1942 she mar-
ried John Louis Jones, a graduate 
of Candler School Theology at 
Emory University. They were 
married in the First Methodist 
Church of Oviedo, where earlier 
John had held a student pastorate 
and had first met Dot. John joined 
the Florida Methodist Conference 
(now called United Methodist) 
and for 35 years he served, with 
Dot’s help, in United Method-
ist churches in Deland, Miami, 
Boynton Beach, Jacksonville, Fer-
nandina Beach, Venice-Nokomis, 
Clermont and Gulfport. 

Dot is preceded in death by 
her husband, by her brother 
Charles S. Lee Jr of Tennessee, 
her sister Thelma Lee Clonts and 
brother-in-law Rex Clonts Sr. of 
Oviedo. In addition to her sister-
in-law, Martha Ann Moon Lee, 
she is survived by her brother 
Robert E. Lee and sister-in-law 

Jane Seacrest Lee of Oviedo 
and many nieces, nephews and 
cousins living in Oviedo as well 
as in other parts of the country. 
She is survived by her daughters 
Nancy Lee Ford, Beverly Coyle 
and Laura Jones and by her four 
grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. 

A memorial service will be 
held at First United Methodist 
Church of Oviedo on Sept. 29 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Historic Sanc-
tuary. With gratitude from the 
family, donations may be made to 
the church in lieu of flowers. The 
address is 263 King St., Oviedo, 
FL 32765. For friends wishing to 
share this announcement with 
others, visit seminolevoice.com.

Dorothy Lee Jones, 94, 
known for witty stories

Biscuits & jam

PHOTO BY REBECCA MALES — THE VOICE

Gary Gronga performs with The Leftover Biscuits at Geneva Jam on July 21.
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Interests

Rowdy Gaines won three Olym-
pic gold medals in 1984. But be-
ing on top of the world in men’s 
swimming translated to about 
$100.

Today a swimmer would 
pocket about $100,000 after a year 
like that, and that’s not includ-
ing sponsorships. Daytona Beach 
native Ryan Lochte is set to earn 
about $2.3 million this year, CNN 
Money reports, thanks to con-
tracts with the likes of Gillette, 
Ralph Lauren and AT&T.

“When I swam there was no 
money,” the Lake Mary resident 

said, relax-
ing in a pool-
side chair as 
kids shouted 
“Marco” and 
“Polo” in pool 
behind him at 
the Heathrow 
Racquet Club. 
“You weren’t 

allowed to take money. … Now 
you can actually earn a living by 
swimming.”

Gaines sports a polo, jeans 
and a perennial tan, and insists 
folks call him Rowdy. He’s never 
liked sunglasses, he said, his eyes 
drawn into a permanent squint in 
the scorching afternoon sun. It’s 
July 16, and in a week he’ll jump 
on a plane to London to begin his 
sixth straight Olympics as a swim-
ming analyst. He’s been an insti-
tution in the sport for 36 years, 
as the sport has evolved into one 

of the Olympics’ most-watched 
events. 

He says money is the reason for 
most of the changes he’s has seen 
in the sport in the last 30 years, 
including the increasing age of its 
athletes and the U.S.’s struggle to 
keep up with swimming technol-
ogy.

The U.S. government doesn’t 
provide any funding for the 
Olympics, in sharp contrast to 
other leading countries, such as 
Australia, Russia and China.

“I think we’re behind in many 
cases with the rest of world when 
it comes to technology and how 
they support their athletes, abso-
lutely, because they have govern-
ment support,” he said.

It all comes down to fundrais-
ing, which Gaines has done a lot 
of for USA Swimming. They’ve 
come a long way since the ’80s.

Today elite swimmers get a 
stipend from USA Swimming of 
about $30,000 a year. In the 1980s, 
Gaines could follow his dreams 
of Olympic glory, but swimming 
didn’t pay the bills. That meant 
getting used to an interesting 
sleep schedule.

Leading up to the 1984 games, 
he worked as a night clerk at a 
hotel from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. He’d 
go home and sleep for a couple of 
hours and hit the pool from 6 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. After morning practice, 
he’d catch some more sleep before 
heading to his afternoon workout, 
which ended just before he had to 
put his hotel uniform back on.

No one at the hotel knew they 
were working alongside a soon-

to-be three-time gold medalist.

Swimming grows up
That was a tough few years, he 
said, and exactly why swimmers 
used to retire from the sport after 
their college graduation. But that 
all began to change as sponsor-
ships and stipends started flow-
ing in for Olympic athletes. And 
with that came drastic changes 
in the demographics of the U.S. 
swim team.

Gaines was the oldest swim-
mer at the 1984 games, and be-
came the oldest swimmer in his-
tory to win a gold medal. He was 
25. Today, the average age for the 
U.S. men’s team in London is 26, 
he said. Lochte will be 28 on Aug. 
3. The man Lochte hopes to catch, 
Michael Phelps, at 27, is going 
into his fourth Olympics — the 
most in history for an American. 

“Two (games) is usually the 
max, three is rare and four is near-
ly impossible,” Gaines said.

Phelps has said this will be his 
last games. After London, he will 
have accomplished all he can, 
Gaines said, including shattering 
the record for the most medals 
in Olympic history, set by Soviet 
gymnast Larisa Latynina in 1964 
at 18 medals. Phelps will eas-
ily nab six medals, Gaines says, 

bringing him over the 20 mark.
“You can’t do anything else. 

He’s broken 40 or 50 world re-
cords in his career,” Gaines said.

But, with a glimmer of mischief 
in his blue eyes, Gaines admits he 
thinks Phelps will be back, at the 
old age of 31, for a fifth games. 
It’s not because of some insider 
information he’s heard — it’s just 
a “gut feeling,” suspecting that he 
and Phelps are a lot alike.

Gaines qualified for the 1980 
Olympics, but he never got to 
swim because of the U.S. boycott. 
So, when he graduated from Au-
burn the next year, he hung up his 
goggles. He was out of the pool 
for more than two years.

“But there was an emptiness,” 
he said. “Swimming was what I 
did best and what I knew best. … 
When you’re wired that way … 
you want to take advantage of it.”

Once he was back in the pool, 
he didn’t look back, going on two 
years later to win three gold med-
als. At age 53, he’s still setting re-
cords both in and out of the pool. 

“You wait,” he said, smiling. 
“You’re gonna call me in about 
three years and you’ll say, ‘Whoa, 
I saw Michael back in the water. 
You were right, Rowdy.’”

All swimming, all the time
Gaines is not an outsider look-
ing into the swimming world. He 
lives and breathes it. Although 
Gaines insists he doesn’t “train” 
anymore, he still swims 8,000 
yards just about every day. And 
if he’s not swimming or talking 
about swimming, he’s teaching 
kids about swim safety and fol-
lowing their dreams. 

On June 14, he broke a Guin-
ness World Record for the largest 
simultaneous swimming lesson, 
with more than 23,000 partici-
pants around the globe. At first 
he jokes that he did it because he 
likes to break records. But then he 
gets dead serious — drowning is 
the second leading cause of death 
for children 10 years and younger, 
he says, only behind car accidents.

“It’s not like we’re trying 
to find the cure. We’ve already 
found the cure – it’s swim lessons. 
So it drives me crazy when I see 
a child drown (on the news) ….”

As part of his nonprofit Row-
dy’s Kids, sponsored by his em-
ployer, Limu, he goes around the 
country teaching free swim clinics 
and inspiring kids to follow their 
dreams. “Probably the thing that 
I’m most proud of in my career is 
Rowdy’s Kids …,” he said.

And for a guy who started 
swimming at age 17, only after 
failing at five other sports, he’s ev-
idence that dreams do come true.

By the time this paper hits 
newsstands, Gaines will be on air 
for NBC in London, providing 
swimming commentary for his 
sixth straight games. But it’s not 
all fun and games. “You’re there 
to do a job,” he said. “A lot of it is 
just studying, getting to know the 
team, getting to know who you’re 
talking about on TV.”

He admits that he didn’t do a 
lick of sightseeing when he was 
in China four years ago. “I was 
in Beijing for a month and I never 
saw the Great Wall,” he said. “I 
went from the pool to the hotel.”

But he admits that each Olym-
pics experience still amazes him. 

“To actually be there is really 
special. … It’s a different animal. 
It’s so cool also because it’s only 
every four years. That’s our Super 
Bowl, that’s our World Series.”

As he steps into the 17,500-seat 
Aquatics Centre in Olympic Park, 
he’s traded in his swimsuit for a 
suit.

But 27 years later, the nation is 
still watching Rowdy. 

THIS WEEK in human history

Aug. 7, 1959 — 
The U.S. unmanned spacecraft Explorer 6 is launched into an 
orbit around the Earth. The spacecraft featured a scanner that 
transmitted a crude picture of the Earth’s surface from a distance of 
17,000 miles. The photo, received in Hawaii, took nearly 40 minutes 
to transmit.

Oviedo VISION Center
875 Clark Street,Suite A

Oviedo, FL 32765
 www.OviedoVision.com

407.366.7655 

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Fashion Frames

Custom Contact Fittings

Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses

Treatment of “Red Eyes”

Treatment of Infections & Glaucoma

In-House Optical  Lab

Surgery Co-Management

CONVENIENT  • CARING  •  COMPETITIVE

Gold in the water
London Olympics commentator Rowdy Gaines of Lake Mary talks 
swimming’s evolution, Phelps’ future and the drowning epidemic

JENNY ANDREASSON
The Voice

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Rowdy Gaines poses in front of the Heathrow Racquet Club pool, where he some-
times swims. He’s in London working his sixth Olympics as a swimming analyst.

The London 2012 Summer 
Olympics kicks off with opening 
ceremonies on Friday, July 27, and 
events run through Aug. 12. For 
a full TV schedule of events, visit 
nbcolympics.com

Follow Rowdy 
on Twitter 
(@RowdyGaines) 
to find out 
more about 
the athletes 
and to ask him 
questions.
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Family
Calendar

Why We’re 
 The Best:

 » Voted Best Eye Care in Oviedo/Winter 
Springs in 2012

 » Locally owned and operated since 1996 by 
owners who are passionate about serving 
our community 

 » No age restrictions, from 1 year up through 
100, we love all our patients

 » Most insurances accepted, including Blue 
Cross, Cigna, Davis, VSP, Eyemed, VCP, 
Medicare, Medicaid and more

 » Caring, compassionate and 
knowledgeable staff 

 » 24-hour emergency care available

 » An extensive array of frames in stock, from 
the budget-conscious to the high-end 
designer 

 » Provide foreign body removal, diagnosis, 
treatment and co-management of 
diseases like diabetic retinopathy, macular 
degeneration, cataracts and glaucoma 

 » Routine care and contact lens specialists 
fitting most contacts with the latest 
technology

They’re your eyes, get them the best care!

Comprehensive Eye Exams & Medical Care 
Provided by Florida Board Certified Optometric 
Physicians, Dr. Robert S. Webster & Staff

Visit our website to schedule an appointment, fill out forms, 
order contacts or print our coupons and specials!

(407) 365-7475 
171 S Central Ave, Oviedo

W W W . O V I E D O E Y E C A R E . C O M

Thank yo
u

patients
 for 

voting f
or us!

There’s a constant strain put on the bodies of 
athletes. The intense pull on the muscles and 
joints as a weightlifter grasps the bar, plants 
their feet into the ground and lifts the weight – 
often heavier than themselves – high over their 
head, has a potential for injury each time.

It’s not easy on the body, and a Winter 
Springs chiropractor will be working hard to 
keep some of the most talented athletes in their 
field — the USA Olympic Weightlifting team 
— in perfect performance shape for the 2012 
Olympics in London.

Dr. Matthew Herba’s practice, Herba Fam-
ily Chiropractic in Winter Springs, is part of 
an organization called Maximized Living. 
This organization has developed the Wellness 
Advisory Council, which serves as a network 
of chiropractors throughout the country who 
serve as the official chiropractic caregivers for 
the USA Olympic weightlifting, wrestling, 
judo and sitting volleyball teams. Their job is 
to offer the athletes chiropractic care, nutrition, 
exercise and mental wellness advice.

Herba said regular chiropractic adjust-
ments help with balance and flexibility and 
reduce injury and recovery time, as well as im-
prove overall performance.

“When you free the body up to do what it’s 
supposed to do, it just works better,” he said.

Olympic games
The athletes have chiropractors in the network 
in their own hometowns, but only a few of the 
185 certified doctors in the organization are in 
London to work with the athletes during the 
games. Herba is one of about 12 to make the 
trip, and he will do it all for free, including 
paying all of his own traveling expenses.

“The honor of being with an Olympic ath-
lete is payment enough for me,” he said.

Brad Bliven, director of special programs 
and the Wellness Advisory Council that works 
with the Olympians, said Herba’s enthusiasm 
for the program and commitment to learning 
made him an easy choice for the Olympics. 
Herba has gotten training, become certified 
as an Olympic coach and volunteers for every 
opportunity that arises.

“It takes a certain amount of dedication and 
want to be able to get to that level,” Bliven said.

While in London, Herba will make impor-
tant little tweaks before the competition, us-
ing his expertise to fine-tune the weightlifters’ 
bodies to help with their success. He said a lit-

tle goes a long way in this situation, and most 
of the athletes will receive more intense work 
after they go for the gold, and he joked, nearly 
pull their arms off in the meantime.

“They’re doing it because they want an 
edge,” he said.

Helping high school champs
When he isn’t traveling to take care of Olympi-
ans, Herba volunteers his skills for talented lo-
cal athletes. He’s a partner with Winter Springs 
High School’s wrestling team, several teams 
for Seminole State College and Team Florida 
Orlando, a weightlifting club in East Orlando. 
For WSHS and Team Florida, he comes to one 
practice a week, and each interested athlete 
hops up on his table for an adjustment. It takes 
only a minute, but the teams’ coaches know 
that minute makes a big difference.

“It helps them feel revived,” WSHS wres-
tling coach Scott Gomrad said.

He said members of his team who start feel-
ing tired and burned out by the end of a season 
filled with two practices a day and hours of 
getting pulled and twisted, feel refreshed after 
an adjustment. One member said his treatment 

from Herba helped him get back on the mat 
and ready to take on opponents without the 
worry of re-injuring his previously hurt neck.

“I’m not worried about getting hurt,” Aus-
tin Day, 15, said.

Tyrone Harvey, Team Florida’s coach, said 
the work Herba does gives his team better bal-
ance and evens out their lifting. After getting 
adjusted, his team said their weights actually 
seem lighter.

“It’s definitely a piece of the puzzle that’s 
helped the team be successful,” he said.

Herba loves to hear that the teams are feel-
ing better with his care. Along with the adjust-
ments, he offers the teams information about 
their nutrition and staying healthy overall. 
While not every athlete will be an Olympian, 
he wants all of them to take what they learn 
from competing and use it in life. He said he’s 
certainly learned a lot about dedication from 
the athletes he helps.

“We hope that they remain injury free, they 
glean from the principles that we’re teaching 
so that they become champions of their own 
life,” Herba said. “You don’t hang it up when 
you exit high school.”

Winter Springs’ Olympic doc
Chiropractor Dr. Matthew Herba is an official trainer for the London 2012 U.S. Olympic team 

BRITTNI JOHNSON
The Voice

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Chiropractor Dr. Matthew Herba will head to London as an official trainer for the 2012 U.S. Olympic team. He 
has helped keep local athletes in top shape, including Winter Springs High School’s wrestling team, above. 

AUG. 4
The Oviedo Farmers Market is from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first Saturday 
of every month (next event Aug. 4) 
on the grounds of the Historic Law-
ton House, 200 W. Broadway St. Visit 
OviedoHS.com for more information.

Do you like sun and fun? If so, join the 
City of Casselberry, Friends of the Park 
and Travel Country Outdoors store for 
the 2nd Annual RunYak on Saturday, 
Aug. 4. Indulge your competitive spirit 
with this family friendly race that fea-
tures a 2.5K Run, 5K Paddle and ends 
with another 2.5K Run. We structured 
this race so it would be fun for all fit-
ness levels and ages 12 and older. 
The event will be held at Secret Lake 
Park, 200 N. Triplet Lake Drive, nes-
tled in the heart of Casselberry. Visit 
www.runyak.com for more details, 
and to register, or call 407-262-7700, 
ext. 1507.

AUG. 7
Come to the 29th National Night Out, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 7, 
designed to heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness. Geneva’s will 
be at Focal Point Nursery (behind 
Focal Point, Geneva General and 
Stricklands). Target and the Sheriff’s 
Department will provide free school 
supplies, free hotdogs and drinks, 
prize drawings, Drug Take Back (hand 
in your expired medications, no nee-
dles or liquids) and Code Enforcement 
to answer questions.

AUG. 8
Kids House will give out school 
supply-filled new backpacks for 250 
children in a fun pool party event on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8. Consider buying 
supplies, sponsoring a child for $50 
or having your own supply drive. For 
more information, contact events@
kidshouse.org or call 407-324-3036. 

AUG. 12
Join Food Truck Crazy at Oviedo Mall 
from 4 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 12, 
for a fresh-cooked dinner from one 
of Central Florida’s gourmet Food 
Trucks. Bring the family to this free 
event and enjoy a tailgate-style meal 
together, rain or shine. Food Trucks 
gather in the northwest parking lot. 
Visit foodtruckcrazy.com

AUG. 13
The first day of school is Monday, 
Aug. 13.

ONGOING
The Oviedo Mall offers children’s ac-
tivities in the food court from noon to 
2 p.m. every week on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays through Aug. 1. Call 407-
977-2400 or visit myoviedomall.com

The Seminole State College Plan-
etarium is closed July 27 and 28. 
“Central Florida Nights” will be pre-
sented from 8:30-9:30 p.m. on Aug. 
3, Aug. 17 and Aug. 31. 
“Luna” will be presented from 8:30-
9:30 p.m. on Aug. 4, Aug. 11, Aug. 18 
and Aug. 25. “The Forgotten Astrono-
mers” will be presented from 8:30-
9:30 p.m. on Aug. 10 and Aug. 24. 
Visit seminolestate.edu/planet or call 
407-708-2360. 

The Museum of Geneva History is 
open from 2 to 4 p.m. every second 
and fourth Sunday of the month (Aug. 
5 and Aug. 19 next month) and is lo-
cated next to the Community Center 
on First Street. Admission is free. Visit 
http://bit.ly/SHLEja

Email calendar submissions to 
jandreasson@turnstilemediagroup.
com
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You know that wonderful feeling 
when you know something is 
going to be good, and then when 
you experience it, it’s so good that 
it exceeds all of your expecta-
tions? Well friends – that is the 
case with the authentic Mexican 
restaurant Señor Tequila on State 
Road 434 in Winter Springs. Yay! 

I love Mexican food, and it’s 
inevitable that I’m going to find 
my way to all the Mexican restau-
rants in the area, and I’m happy 
to tell you that Señor Tequila is 
way up there in all the important 
areas. The food is authentic Mexi-
can, the portions are more than 
generous, and the margaritas are 
so good that I dare you to have 
just one. 

The claim that “Señor Tequila 
offers the most authentic Mexican 
food… it will make your taste 
buds get up and dance,” is a per-
fect representation of what you 
will experience. From the Guaca-
mole Mexicano – made fresh each 
time it’s ordered with big chunks of 
avocado and tomato (really deli-
cious), to the Señor Tequila Sam-
pler, the appetizers let you know 
right away that this experience is 
going to be special. I don’t know 
how large a party the Sampler is 
supposed to feed, but we were 
three people and we only ate half 
of all the nachos, quesadillas, 
flautas and stuffed jalapenos that 
make up this meal-in-itself family 
platter of appetizers. 

And the entrees were equally 
terrific. The award-winning 
Molcajete is served in a bowl cre-
ated from lava rock and includes 
strips of beef, chunks of chicken 
and pork, and shrimp all mixed 

in with grilled cactus, peppers 
and onions. It’s interesting just to 
look at, and the combination of 
tastes make this alone worth the 
trip, and it’s served with the tradi-
tional rice and beans on the side. 

The second entrée was a 
generous (again) serving of 
chunks of chicken and steak on 
a skewer with vegetables. Called 
Brochetas, this dish is marinated 
in a secret house sauce, and it’s 
perfect for the serious meat-eater 
in your group. I still think I won 
big time with my entrée of Paella 
Mexicana. I’ve had paella all 
over the world – including Spain 
– and this unique version of paella 
is the best I’ve ever tasted. I even 
ate slower just so I could savor 
it longer. It is filled with chunks 
of tilapia and shrimp with onion 
and bell peppers and a very 
special chipotle sauce. I loved it 
so much that my mouth is water-
ing as I write this. It’s perhaps 
important to add that none of us 
were able to finish our meals, and 
we all walked out with carryout 

boxes. 
We tried two kinds of margari-

tas, and I love the not-traditional-
but-fun-to-drink frozen margarita 
with Señor’s own blend of citrus 
juices and a hint of Curacao. My 
friends really liked the True Blue 
Organic Margarita made with 
Blanco Tequila and Agave syrup 
making it a serious blue color. 
With nine kinds of margaritas, 
we figured we had nine more 
reasons to go back and create our 
own little fiesta with Señor.

By this time we were feeling 
so good that we were ready to eat 
anything our waiter suggested, so 
we threw good sense to the wind 
and (at least we shared) the lava 

chocolate cake for dessert. A little 
‘volcano’ of hot, moist chocolate 
cake topped with a big scoop of 
ice cream and chocolate syrup – 
yep, it’s as good as it sounds. 

Of course, Señor has all the 
traditional Mexican dishes, 
including tacos, burritos, faji-
tas, chimichangas, enchiladas 
and salads, and by now you’ve 
already figured out that this 
wonderful place comes highly 
recommended. 

And if you’ve read this far 
– Señor Tequila will bring your 
table a free queso (cheese) dip to 
go along with your free chips and 
salsa when you tell them, “Josh 
sent me.”

Upcoming Events 

 

Saturday, July 28 - Grand Opening at 2nd Wave Resale                                

Get an update on the 2012 Elections process including information on all the 
proposed Constitutional Amendments, featuring Seminole County Supervisor 
of Elections Michael Ertel. 

Friday, July 27  - Seminole County Commission Candidate Forum 
5:30 - 8:30 pm Oviedo Mall Community Room 

Join hosts the League of Women Voters and the Oviedo-Winter Springs Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce as we welcome candidates for Seminole County 
Commission, District 3 and other guests for a candidate forum. 

For more info and to register for events 
go to: www.OviedoWinterSprings.org 

11:30am-  1:15pm Oviedo Mall Community Room                                                                                                                                                     

12 - 6 pm - 5414 Deep Lake Road, Suite 1128, Oviedo 

Thursday, August 2 - Chamber Monthly Luncheon  

Wednesday, August 8 - OBN Luncheon 
11:30 - 1 pm Tuscawilla Country Club                                                                                                                                                    

   Wednesday, August 29—Membership 101 
                             11:30-1:00pm Chamber/UCF Incubator Training Room 

New Member Reception and & Member Refresher 

The Oviedo Businesswomen Network consists of area businesswomen who 
meet monthly to exchange information, share contacts and provide a support 
system for professional women within our chamber’s service area. 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

FOR LEASING INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
Stiles Realty | 954.627.9300 | www.stiles.com

JOINING NATIONAL TENANTS

NOW OPEN

130 E Altamonte Drive    Altamonte Springs

Picture Show Cinemas

160 East Broadway
PO Box 622143

Oviedo, FL 32765

Phone: (407) 365-3722
Fax: (407) 365-7786

www.signman.net
Computerized Laser & Rotary Engraving • Picture ID Name Badges

Vinyl Lettered Banners & Signs • Self-Inking Rubber Stamps
Magnetic Signs • Plaques & Awards • Large Format Printing

Phone: (407) 365-3722 • Fax: (407) 365-7786
(Located at the base of the Nelson & Co. water tower)

From the Corner Table

Señor Tequila will make your 
taste buds get up and dance

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Restaurant critic Josh Garrick toasts with a True Blue Organic Margarita.

Señor Tequila is located at 855 E. 
State Road 434 in Winter Springs 
in a little mall called the Villaggio of 
Winter Springs. They are open 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday to Thursday, 
and until 11 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Call 407-542-5912 or visit 
senortequilamexicanrestaurant.com

JOSH GARRICK
The Voice
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Your Painful, Unsightly Veins 
can be a thing of the past and 
NOW TREATED THROUGH 
INSURANCE!

You’ll meet with one of our 
specially-trained practitioners 
who will provide you with a 
unique and comprehensive vein 
treatment plan. 

Call today for a FREE vein 
screening! 321-397-0692
(Good through August 31, 2012)

Most insurances accepted

2830 Casa Aloma Way
Winter Park, FL 32792

321-397-0692

Calendar
JULY 27

A forum for candidates for County 
Commission District 3 is Friday, July 
27, in the community room of the Oviedo 
Mall. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by a meet-and-greet until 6:15 p.m. The 
forum will run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Visit http://lwvseminole.org

From 6-9 p.m. on the fourth Friday of 
each month, downtown Sanford hosts 
the Sanford Art Walk, a gallery tour 
around town. The event is is free. Pic-
tured is “Broken but Beautiful,” on dis-
play at Historic Sanford Welcome Center.

JULY 28
Support the Local Artisan & Business 
Fair from noon to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 28, inside the Serenity Center’s 
CommUNITY Space at 2040 Winter 
Springs Blvd. It features artists, photog-
raphers, authors and more. Call 407-
719-8883 or visit www.serenitycenter.
com

Cindy Shadron’s The Forgotten Ones, lo-
cated at The Vine 98 W. Broadway St. in 
Oviedo, serves free lunch to the pub-
lic on the last Saturday of every month 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. They also 
have an emergency food pantry. Visit 
www.theforgottenonesinc.org or call 
407-495-5100.

JULY 29
Life Community Church and North Metro 
Church are hosting a joint community-
wide covered dish luncheon at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 29, at 220 E. Wildmere 
Ave. in Longwood, followed by gospel 
music featuring ONE HEART. Visit www.
oneheart.cc or call 407-365-6363.

JULY 30
The city of Sanford will be hosting a 

public meeting on Monday, July 30, at 
6:30 p.m., at City Hall in the City Com-
mission Chambers, 300 N. Park Ave. Cit-
izens can share their thoughts on what 
would be appropriate ways to express 
sympathy and condolences for the loss 
of Trayvon Martin’s life and others who 
have been killed in Sanford.

AUG. 4
The “Agritourism Workshop - Culti-
vating Tourists on the Farm” work-
shop runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Aug. 4, at Extension Auditorium, 
250 W. County Home Rd. Cost is $10 and 
includes lunch. Register by Aug. 2. Go to 
http://1.usa.gov/LXKelA or call Matt Lol-
lar at 407-665-5554. 
 

AUG. 6
Oviedo City Council meetings take 
place on the first and third Monday of 
each month (next meeting is Aug. 6) at 
6:30 p.m. in the Oviedo City Hall Council 
Chambers. Visit cityofoviedo.net

AUG. 10
From 1-3 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 10, learn 
how to properly start your business to 
ensure success at Business Startup 
Basics at SBDC at Seminole State Col-
lege, Atlantic.Net, Suite 3. Register at 
http://bit.ly/NTY9b0

AUG. 12
The Intro to Sundew Gardening tour 
and workshop is held from 10 a.m. 
to noon on the second Sunday of each 
month (next event is Aug. 12). Cost is 
$20. Field trips for groups and clubs 
start at $100. Visit Sundew Gardens on 
Facebook, at SundewGardens.com or 
email sundewgardens@gmail.com

Send submissions to jandreasson@
turnstilemediagroup.com

AUG. 12: Food Truck Crazy
Join Food Truck Crazy at Oviedo Mall from 4-8 p.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 12, for a fresh dinner from Central Florida’s 
gourmet Food Trucks. Visit foodtruckcrazy.com

AUG. 3: Gator 
Disco Night
Come to the Black Ham-
mock Lazy Gator Bar for 
Disco Night at 8 p.m. on Fri-
day, Aug. 3, with live music 
by Clicker, a high-energy 
rock band. Admission is 
free, but limited to ages 21 
and over. All beer bottles 
and drafts are two-for-
one from 8-10 p.m., with 
$13.95 Presidente buckets 
and $7 Bud Light pitchers.

JULY 27: Gallery on First show
Studio artist Anne-Marie Colwell is the featured artist for 
the July Art Walk at Gallery on First at 211 E. First St. in 
historic downtown Sanford. A free opening reception for 
her show “Her Mind was Elsewhere” will take place Friday, 
July 27, from 6-9 p.m., with the show running through Aug. 
23. Pictured is “The Wild Edge of Willpower.” Visit www.
galleryonfirst.com

AUG. 4: Oviedo Farmers Market
The Oviedo Farmers Market is from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the 
first Saturday of every month (next event Aug. 4) on the 
grounds of the Historic Lawton House, 200 W. Broadway St. 
Visit OviedoHS.com
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Notes

100% OF TICKET SALES SUPPORT SHARE OUR STRENGTH’S EFFORTS TO END CHILDHOOD HUNGER

ORLANDO, FLORIDA
SATURDAY, AUG 25, 2012

Orlando World Center Marriott
8701 World Center Dr.
Orlando, FL 32821

VIP 6:45pm-10:00pm | $150 

LOCAL BENEFICIARIES
Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida
Coalition for the Homeless of Central Florida
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Florida Impact
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Winter Springs picks 
new principal

Mickey Reynolds will be the new principal 
of Winter Springs High School in the fall. 
Dr. Reynolds comes from Seminole High 
School, where she was an assistant princi-
pal. Prior to WSHS, Mickey was an assistant 
principal at Crooms Academy of Information 
Technology, and taught at WSHS the year 
it opened. Former Winter Springs principal 
Mike Blasewitz has replaced new Superin-
tendent Walt Griffin as executive director of 
secondary education.

Register for adult flag football 
and softball leagues

The Winter Springs Parks and Recreation 
Department is currently taking registrations 
for its fall 2012 Men’s Flag Football League. 
The league includes 10 regular season 
games and a tournament at the end of the 
year. The department is also taking regis-
trations for its fall 2012 Softball Leagues. 
There’s a men’s league and a co-ed league. 
The cost per each team for the season is 
$400. Please visit Central Winds Park or call 
407-327-6589 for more information or to 
register.

Pantry and thrift store 
volunteers needed 

HOPE has been blessed with many high 
school student volunteers this summer. But 
come mid-August, they will return to school 
and only be able to volunteer on Satur-
days. Therefore, HOPE will need new adult 
volunteers for this fall starting in August. If 
you have been thinking about volunteering, 
please sign up at www.hopehelps.org for an 
orientation this summer so you will be ready 
to start in August.

Historic Seminole 
looking for memories

In honor of the 100th anniversary/birthday 
of Seminole County, Historic Seminole is 

collecting Seminole Memories. Send your 
favorite memories and photographs of the 
sites, the cities and the people of Seminole 
County to info@lakemaryhistory.org. You 
can also drop off your memories and photos 
at several locations. Visit www.historicsem-
inole.org for a list of locations.

BIZ NEWS

Mayor starts new job 
in real estate

Oviedo Mayor Dominic Persampiere recent-
ly started a new career as a licensed Real-
tor at RE/MAX Optima in Oviedo. Reach him 
at 407-706-6875, dominic@dprealtygroup.
com or www.dprealtygroup.com

Villagio Business Center 
leases new space

NAI Realvest recently negotiated an expan-
sion lease agreement for 1,800 square feet 
of office space in Villagio Business Center 
of Winter Springs. Paul P. Partyka, principal 
and managing partner at NAI Realvest, bro-
kered the transaction. Winter Springs-based 
Secure Title LLC increased its occupancy at 
Villagio Business Center by 50 percent to 
accommodate its business growth.

Orlando Sanford International 
lands $17.6 million FAA grant

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has awarded the Orlando Sanford Interna-
tional Airport a $17.6 million grant for safety 
improvements. “The extension of our prima-
ry runway provided by this grant is a long-
awaited and critical enhancement of San-
ford’s airfield, which will allow large aircraft 
to depart safely under maximum weights of 
fuel and cargo, especially in the hot summer 
months,” said Larry Dale, president and CEO 
of Orlando Sanford International Airport.

Send submissions to jandreasson@
turnstilemediagroup.com

Kids name police pup
The Seminole County Sheriff’s Office’s newest four-legged deputy will be 
named Amber. Nine-year-old Makenna Presley, a fourth-grader at Lawton El-
ementary School in Oviedo, submitted the winning name for the 4-month-old 
bloodhound puppy. Amber was suggested because of the dog’s color and she 
will be used in AMBER Alerts.

Aidan McConnell, 8, of Keeth Elementary and Madison Jordan, 9, of Wicklow 
Elementary both submitted the name Ellie. Brooke Andrew, 9, of Enterprise El-
ementary submitted Rosie. The children received a trophy, tickets to Sea World 
and the Central Florida Zoo and Botanical Gardens and a one-week scholarship 
to PAL camp. Makenna also received an annual family pass to the Central Flor-
ida Zoo and her class will get a pizza party and visit from the puppy in the fall.

Amber will eventually replace SCSO’s 5-year-old bloodhound, Billee, and will 
track scent trails of missing children, seniors with Alzheimer’s and criminal 
suspects. 

Animal Services hosts drive to 
win $100K ASPCA challenge
A dozen a day is what it will take to push Seminole 
County Animal Services into the winner’s circle of the 
ASPCA/Rachael Ray $100,000 challenge. If Animal Ser-
vices can adopt out or return home to their owners a 
dozen dogs and cats each day from Aug. 1 through Oct. 
31, they will be eligible for $100,000. You can meet your 
new pet at the Clean Sweep Adoption Event where they 
will start the contest on Aug. 1 by trying to clear out 
our kennels and get all animals adopted. With as many 
as we get adopted there will always be more need-
ing homes, so they will 
follow up with events 
like the Feline Fiesta, 
Smitten with Kittens II, 
Responsible Pet Owner-
ship Day, Adopt an Un-
derdog Week and more. 
Visit them on Facebook 
for more details.

Sheriff’s son 
honored with 
Purple Heart
Last September, U.S. Army 
Specialist Don Eslinger Jr., 20, 
was on patrol in Afghanistan 
with the 25th Infantry Division 
when a mortar round landed 
and exploded near him. The 
explosion fractured his leg, 
broke his ribs and inflicted dozens of shrapnel wounds, 
including a softball-sized hole through his chest and 
upper back and a brain injury. Eslinger, son of Semi-
nole County Sheriff Don Eslinger, has made a near-full 
recovery and is stationed at Fort Stewart, Ga. President 
Obama awarded the soldier the Purple Heart medal for 
his injuries in the line of duty while Eslinger was recov-
ering at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in 
Maryland. Driver’s Mart honored this national hero and 
all wounded warriors for their service and bravery at 
the July 6 Orlando Predators game.

Photo by Warren Hart, SCSO
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There were people dying every-
where. The Germans were in a 
dominating position and highly 
protected, completely hidden as 
they shot their guns through little 
slots while U.S. soldiers were easy 
targets as they scrambled across 

a wide-open 
beach. 

There’s a rea-
son it’s called 
Bloody Omaha, 
said John Raaen, 
a retired U.S. 

Army major general and Winter 
Park resident.

“It was a pretty gory landing,” 
Raaen said. “It was like a sea of 
lead. Bullets were cracking by, so 
many of them that it was just a 
continuous sound.”

But he was one of the lucky 
ones. Raaen was an Army captain 
the day his battalion landed on 
Omaha Beach during the Norman-
dy Invasion on June 6, 1944, during 

World War II. Most of the soldiers 
that day weren’t afraid, though, he 
said. As Raaen jumped off a boat 
and pounded across that beach he 
was exhilarated for two reasons: 
he was too young to believe death 
could happen to him, and he was 
so highly trained and ready, he 
was bursting to put his knowledge 
and preparation to work. 

“You don’t know how you 
could possibly make it, but you do 
make it,” he said. “When you’re 
excited you can do anything.”

Raaen’s new book “Intact,” 
which was published in May, takes 
readers through the hours before 
the invasion began, the race from 
his boat to shore and across the 
beach, and the battles he faced 
once inland. The name of his book 
comes from the fact that his, the 5th 
Ranger Infantry Battalion, was one 
of few to land on Omaha Beach in-
tact of all its members — a fact that 
helped in their success that day.

While Raaen has been working 
on the story off and on since 1984, 
the start of his book really began 

just a month after his experience, 
in July 1944.

He was, as he called it, a “loose 
cannon.” He didn’t have an exact 
job, and so he was given ones that 
seemed to fit his abilities. He was a 
college-educated man — a gradu-
ate from West Point — so he was 
assigned to write up the decora-
tions for medals won during the 
invasion, then as the person to 
write the after-action report for 
the invasion month, and last as the 
contact person for men with the 
War Department Historian Team. 
His role was to answer any ques-
tions about what happened that 
day, and if he couldn’t answer 
them, to find a soldier who could. 
Raaen would sit in on the inter-
views, and absorbed many details 
of that day. All inspired the writing 
of his first story about what hap-
pened on D-Day, and the basis for 
“Intact.” 

Years later he became the go-to 
veteran for WWII D-Day historians 
looking for an informed, thought-
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Come join the National Cremation Society for a

on the benefits of pre-planning your cremation.

When the time comes wouldn’t you 
prefer your loved ones celebrate your 

legacy rather than stress about making 
arrangements? Give them the relief 

they’ll need during a tough time.

Location: 
7565 Red Bug Lake Rd.

Oviedo, FL 

Date: 
Wednesday, August 8th 

2:00 p.m.

FREE SEMINAR AND 
HORS D’OEUVRES OPEN HOUSE

National Cremation Society

Considering Cremation?

We’ll discuss:
• Affordable options and savings
• Veterans benefits
• Worldwide Away-From-Home Protection
• 0% Financing
• And much more...

 National Cremation
 S O C I E T Y ®

“Nation’s Oldest and Largest” • Our 39th year
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Senior Voice
THRIVE @ 55 AND BEYOND!

John Raaen’s 
book “Intact” 
is available for 
purchase on 
Amazon or eBay.

Veteran publishes D-Day eyewitness book
John Raaen, a retired U.S. Army major general, worked for the War Department Historian Team after fighting in WWII

BRITTNI JOHNSON
The Voice

PHOTO BY BRITTNI JOHNSON — THE VOICE

John Raaen’s new book “Intact” takes readers through the hours before the 
invasion began, the race across the beach and the battles he faced inland. n Please see VETERAN on page 13
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ful account from someone who experienced 
the invasion. 

“What’s in this book is a gold mine,” 
said Patrick O’Donnell, an author who’s 
written eight books on military history, 
some helped by Raaen’s interviews. “It’s 
history trapped in amber.”

That’s because Raaen was actually there. 
And the book contains not just his memo-
ries decades later — Raaen is now 90 and 
can recall single moments and details with 
crisp clarity — but the fresh ones of his first 
story in 1944 only a month after the event. 

“He’s an eyewitness and an intelligent, 
perceptive eyewitness,” said Tom Hat-
field, an author and director of the Military 
History Institute at the Briscoe Center for 
American History in Texas. 

“The fact that he actually participated 

in the momentous event of the invasion of 
Normandy … that he was at the crux, the 
place that the breakthrough was made from 
Omaha Beach, it gives him a unique per-
spective that other writers can’t bring to it,” 
author and historian Bob Black said. “The 
book is very revealing.”

What Raaen said he wanted to do was 
to give his fellow WWII veterans a grasp 
of what happened that day larger than 
the “15-yard war” they were fighting, and 
for them to remember what they did and 

why it was so important. Also, why it was 
so bloody, and how the leadership of offi-
cers made the operation successful. Several 
veterans who read his first draft said it was 
the first time they realized and understood 
what had happened around them.

It began as something not for the public, 
but turned into a book that Black said any-
one’s WWII library wouldn’t be complete 
without. 

“His book is incredibly important,” Hat-
field agreed.

Traditional Burial
Services plus casket, book, folders, 

thank you cards, DVD

All Included $2995.00 
Full Services with Cremation to follow 

Services plus casket, urn, book, folders, thank you cards, DVD

All Included $2995.00

Banfield 
Funeral 
Home

Banfield Funeral Home Funeral Packages

Winter Springs Chapel
4 lights east of 17/92 on SR 434

Compare our Prices & Service

407-327-1500

Simple Cremation
No Service 

$750.00 

subject to change

If you’re a homeowner age 62 or older, a Reverse Mortgage could 
change your life. It may allow you to have tax-free cash for what you 
want or need, so you can enjoy the life you so richly deserve.
The funds can be used for anything, including: paying off an existing 
mortgage or other debt; cover health care costs or long-term care; 
property taxes; insurance; home repairs or renovations; cash reserves 
for emergencies.
I’ve been originating reverse mortgages for 8 years and will provide you 
with the personal attention you deserve. Once I understand your goals, I 
can help find the right program for you. 

Call 407.695.9739
Kathy Krug,  
First Class Mortgage Services
NMLS 851562

Take the Worry out of Retirement

VETERAN | Raaen is now 90 years old but can recall single moments and details with the crispest clarity
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“The fact that he actually participated in the momentous 
event of the invasion of Normandy … that he was at the 

crux, the place that the breakthrough was made from Omaha 
Beach, it gives him a unique perspective that other writers 

can’t bring to it.” — author and historian Bob Black

Senior Community Bulletin

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN RAAEN
Retired U.S. Army Gen. John Raaen’s boat was 
one the few to land intact on the beach in ’44.

Everyone who can read this: 
Please take a minute to thank a 
teacher. 

Teachers add a lot to our 
society, yet sometimes it seems as 
though thanks for their work is 
harder and harder to come by. 

AARP has a big reason to 
thank educators – after all, if it 
were not for a retired California 
high-school principal, AARP 
would not exist. That principal 
was Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus, who 
founded AARP in 1958. In 1947, 
Dr. Andrus also founded the 
National Retired Teachers As-
sociation, which eventually led 
to the Florida Retired Educators 
Association.

Here’s how AARP is saying 
thanks: From now through Aug. 
31, 2012, anyone who has ever 
been an educator, whether cur-
rent or retired, is eligible to take 
the AARP Driver Safety class-
room course for just $5. 

They say a teacher never 
knows all the good that comes 
from his or her work. Dr. An-
drus’s work led to AARP Driver 
Safety, the nation’s first driver 
safety program designed espe-
cially for the older driver. More 
than 750 AARP driver safety 
volunteers power this program 
in Florida, helping more than 
48,000 older Floridians a year 
to refresh their driving skills. 
Those who pass the course also 
may earn discounts on their auto 
insurance. 

To make it simple to take 
advantage of this thank-you 

promotion, AARP Driver Safety 
is making it available to anyone 
who has ever been an educator, 
or who has worked for a school 
district or university in any 
capacity. 

This includes everyone from 
custodians, secretaries, aides, 
pre-school teachers, college 
professors, guidance counselors, 
band directors, school nurses, 
Sunday school teachers, cafeteria 
workers, and even parents who 
home-school their children. It 
doesn’t matter how long some-
one was an educator or if they 
have a teaching degree. We want 
to say thanks to all educators.

For more information about 
AARP Driver Safety, or to locate 
a course near you, please go to 
aarp.org/driving29 or call 1-888-
227-7669 toll-free during regular 
business hours.

In November, AARP Driver 
Safety will offer another thank 
you to another group deserv-
ing of all the thanks we can 
give them – America’s veterans. 
Watch the AARP Bulletin, AARP 
The Magazine or our award-win-
ning website, aarp.org for more 
information.

On behalf of all 2.7 million 
AARP members in Florida, I 
want to add my thanks to every-
one who’s ever worked in the 
field of education. Their work 
has enriched my life and those of 
millions of other Floridians, even 
if I struggled with AP Chemistry 
back in high school in Jackson-
ville. Sorry, Mr. Phanstiel. 

Jeff Johnson is AARP Florida’s state 
director.

Free driver safety 
course for educators

JEFF JOHNSON
Guest Writer

Free rides for seniors
ITNOrlando is a nonprofit organization 
that offers affordable, curbside trans-
portation to hundreds of local seniors 
anytime, anywhere. Before a volunteer 
gives their first ride, ITNOrlando con-
ducts a background check, a driving test 
and a safety inspection of their vehicle. 
To further ensure the ride remains safe 
and reliable, the organization recently 
partnered with Driver’s Mart, which is 
maintaining the volunteer drivers’ vehi-
cles free of charge. ITNOrlando offers the 
car service for $1.50 per mile plus a $4 
pick-up charge, with financial assistance 
available to those in need. The organiza-
tion operates in portions of Orange and 
Seminole counties. For more informa-
tion or to become a volunteer driver, visit 
www.itnorlando.org

Free guide for aging drivers
The Florida Guide for Aging Drivers is a 
handy book available at no cost to senior 
drivers, compliments of the Florida Safe 

Mobility for Life Coalition. The guide gives 
aging drivers a comprehensive resource 
with the most up-to-date information 
available. Users will find safe driving tips, 
licensing information, lists of resources 
and community contacts for every county 
in the state. This book complements the 
website www.SafeandMobileSeniors.org 
and is just the right size for the car’s glove 
box and available through the Safe Mobil-
ity for Life Resource Center, 636 W. Call 
St., Tallahassee, FL 32306. Email safe-
mobility-for-life@fsu.edu

WINTER SPRINGS SENIOR 
CENTER EVENTS

Visit the Winter Springs Senior Center at 
400 N. Edgemon Ave., Winter Springs or 
contact them at 407-327-6554 Monday 
thru Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or via 
e-mail at scoffman@winterspringsfl.org 
or ldomenech@wintersprings.org. Visit 
their website at www.winterspringsfl.org 
to see a detailed schedule. 

The therapy pool offers fitness classes 
from Basic Arthritics to Aerobics. You can 
also enjoy open swim each day, relaxing 
in the Jacuzzi and rejuvenating those 
tired muscles in 94-96 degree water. 
Contact Dell Walker at 407-327-6477 for 
more information. Annual membership 
required, annual fee $45.

Activities at the Senior Center offer a vari-
ety for everyone. If you enjoy working out 
we offer Jazzercise on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; Tai Chi on Monday; Line 
Dancing on Monday and Thursday and 
Chair Yoga on Friday. 

You want to learn more about the com-
puter? Computer Classes are held Tues-
day and Thursday mornings. Bridge plays 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons with a 
Bridge Class Tuesday morning. 

Join us for a catered lunch every 
Wednesday for only $5; please RSVP by 
Tuesday afternoon. After lunch stay for an 
afternoon of Bingo. We also offer Bingo on 
Friday afternoon where you can sit and 
chat over a hot dog lunch with all the fix-
ings prior to Bingo, only $1.25.

For those who like the craftier side we 
have Ceramics on Monday and to make 
it easy on you we provide all supplies. 
Price of any piece is based on a com-
pleted piece. This saves you from unnec-
essary purchases and toting you project 
back and forth. Another craft we offer is 
Scrapbooking. We meet on Tuesdays, you 
provide you materials we provide com-
panionship and inspirations. 

Memberships at the Senior Center are 
$25 a year. Visit winterspringsfl.org

Send submissions to jandreasson@
turnstilemediagroup.com

New Senior Help Desk
The Jewish Pavilion is thrilled to announce 
its new Senior Help Desk. This free Infor-
mation and Referral Service is available to 
seniors of all faiths and their family mem-
bers. Barbara Bonaparte, a social worker, 
who has many years of experience work-
ing with older adults, will spearhead this 
program. Learn about topics such as as-
sisted living, Medicaid planning, Veteran’s 
benefits, home health, etc. Call 407-678-
9363 or visit OrlandoSeniorHelpDesk.com 
or jewishpavilion.org

Embracing ethnic diversity
By embracing the ethnic diversity of the residents in long-term care, 
residents feel more comfortable in their new surroundings. They will en-
joy sharing their culture, traditional foods and holidays with their new 
friends. Pam Ruben and Nancy Ludin from the Jewish Pavilion are avail-
able to present workshops on Caregiving for the Jewish Elderly. The first 
workshop was held at Horizon Bay and included the tasting of matzah 
ball soup, challah, kugel and toffee matzah, all generous donated and 
homemade. To book a presentation, call 407-678-9363. Visit jewishpa-
vilion.org for more information.
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On Saturday, June 30, at 11:59 p.m. 
a quiet exchange took place. Keys 
changed hands, along with last-
minute instructions and a con-
gratulatory handshake, beginning 
a new era for Seminole County 
Schools.

Outgoing Superintendent Dr. 
Bill Vogel has retired, trading in 
the 24-hour, seven-day-a-week 
nature of the job for a slower 
pace, hence the late-night hando-
ver with the new superintendent, 
Walt Griffin. 

Vogel served Seminole County 
as superintendent since 2003. Af-
ter nearly nine years at the helm, 
after all the late night phone calls 
and battles to work with a shrink-
ing budget, he said he thinks he’s 
met his goals. 

“When I started, I had a set of 
beliefs that I brought forward, one 
of those was that my job was to 
facilitate the goals of the organiza-
tion,” Vogel said. “When I came 
aboard, one of those goals was to 
complete the journey to Unitary 
Status.”

Unitary Status signifies that a 
school district has eliminated evi-
dence of segregation. 

Vogel began his career in edu-
cation during the early years of 
desegregation, in 1968 at what 

was then Osceola Junior High.
Back then, Vogel said, his class-

room had no air conditioning, 
there were no separate classes for 
exceptional students and there 
were never enough books to go 
around.

Teachers shared one IBM elec-
tric typewriter and one projector 
for the whole school.

Things have come a long way 
since then, as has Vogel, though 
he always called Central Florida 
home.

From his early days as a teach-
er, he moved up in administrative 
duties within Osceola County, 
eventually becoming their assis-
tant schools superintendent.

In 1996, he was tapped to 
become the superintendent of 
schools in St. Lucie County and 
later transitioned to his current 
role as superintendent of Semi-
nole County.

Since the court order mandat-
ing unitary status was issued in 
1970, Seminole County had been 
struggling toward reaching that 
goal. It wasn’t until 2006 that it 
was finally achieved.

“After we earned unitary sta-
tus, it was very important that we 
kept that promise,” Vogel said.

“If there’s something that I’m 
very proud of,” he said, “it’s noth-
ing that I have done, but that it’s 
everybody working together that 

has created an amazing result in 
that our school district every year 
has improved in student profi-
ciency.”

During his time as superinten-
dent, Vogel saw the graduation 
rate rise from 80 percent to 93 per-
cent thanks in part, he says, to the 
implementation of ideas like the 
Transition Program, which was 
started by Griffin to support stu-
dents at risk of dropping out.

“There has been a major focus 
on character education and we 
have made the ‘Triple A’ experi-
ence — meaning arts, academics 
and athletics — part of our culture 
now,” Vogel said.

“I believe that is why students 
are connected to their schools 
and why graduation rates are so 
high,” he said

He said he has also accom-
plished all the remodeling and 
school building project goals the 
county had during his tenure.

Despite gaining students from 
private schools over the past 
years, according to figures posted 
by the school board, the county 

actually has open seats in many 
schools, leading to the recent di-
lemma over whether some of the 
smaller schools should close as a 
cost cutting measure.

The measure, strongly contest-
ed by parents, was eventually re-
jected, but the budget issues will 
remain until a more permanent 
solution is attained.

With Vogel leaving amidst one 
of the toughest budgetary crises 

the county has ever faced, Grif-
fin will have a tough job ahead of 
him.

He’ll have to find a way to as-
suage the resentment of teachers 
who haven’t had a raise in years, 
causing morale issues.

That’s been a difficult issue for 
Vogel, who emphasized that it’s 

the teachers who get all the credit 
for the success achieved in Semi-
nole County schools.

Realizing the enormity of the 
task ahead for Griffin, Vogel said 
“There’s always work undone, 
but now is a good time to hand 
over the reins [to Walt Griffin], he 
knows the issues and is the right 
man for the job.”

On July 1, Griffin took over 
and Vogel got started on some 

well-earned time with his family.
“I plan to spend a good deal 

of time fishing and diving and re-
laxing on the West Coast,” Vogel 
said.

Never one to walk away com-
pletely though, Vogel promised, 
“I’ll still answer my phone, just 
like always.”
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OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

CELEBRATING OVER 25 YEARS SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
Bernard S. Zeffren, MD
Eugene F. Schwartz, MD

Winnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-C
Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,

Orlando Magazine
for 7 consecutive years

Diplomates American Board of 
Allergy and Immunology

Evening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
407-862-5824  

Additional offices in Waterford Lakes, Hunters Creek & Orange City

2 locations 
in Seminole 

County

7560 Red Bug Lake Rd., Ste. 2064 
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-366-7387

www.orlandoallergy.com

Changing 
of the 

guard
ALLISON OLCSVAY

The Voice

PHOTOS BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE

Outgoing Seminole County School Board Superintendent Bill Vogel, top left, laughs with incoming Superintendent Walt 
Griffin, top right, at a changeover ceremony at 11:59 p.m. June 30. Above, commissioners and staffers pose with Vogel. 

Plan your weekend with

The Weekender!
This weekly newsletter keeps you 
up to date on events happening in 
Central Florida's cities, including 
Oviedo, Winter Springs, Winter 

Park, Maitland, Avalon Park and 
Waterford Lakes.

Visit seminolevoice.com and click 
"Subscribe to Newsletter"

“If there’s something that I’m very proud of, it’s 
nothing that I have done, but that it’s everybody 

working together that has created an amazing 
result in that our school district every year has 
improved in student proficiency.” — Bill Vogel
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Athletics
THIS WEEK in sports history

July 30, 1976 — 
American Bruce Jenner wins gold in the decathlon at the 
Montreal Olympics and sets a world record in the event. After 
his win, Jenner was voted the 1976 AP Male Athlete of the Year. 
The 1976 Olympics was his last decathlon.

The 20th Annual March of Dimes Mudd Volleyball 
Challenge is set for Saturday, August 25, 2012 at the Lee 
Vista Field. Gates open at 7am and play begins at 9am. 

To register, visit mudvb.com and click the Register 
Button, or call 321-274-8676 for more information.

marchofdimes.com/florida

Play in the

healthier babies

Mudd 
for stronger,

Parents call them “the two-out rally team.” 
They have two pitchers and one catcher, 
when most teams play with double that. 
They faced elimination and an early trip 
home during almost every one of their 

games in the district and state tournaments 
this year.

But the Oviedo 12-and-under softball 
team still came out on top.

In the double elimination district tour-
nament, the team lost their first game, put-
ting their championship run on the wire. 
Pulling off several close wins, they made 

it to the district championship, where they 
defeated Winter Park twice in a row to hoist 
the trophy.

But they faced a more difficult challenge 
at the state series. Winter Park got revenge 
in the second round, immediately knock-
ing the team to the losers’ bracket. They 
were forced to eke out seven wins in a row 
over the course of three days, with several 
games coming down to just one run. Now, 
they’re bound for the World Series in Ala-
chua next week. 

“I guess you could say we like to do 
things the hard way,” said Coach Steve 
Miller, an eight-year veteran of coaching 
softball. Miller will take his players to the 
World Series for the third time in a row this 
year, and came away with the title last year. 
“I like to think we play well, but it seems 
we won’t play well until when our backs 
are against the wall.”

With only two pitchers and one catcher 
among a team of 11, the team faces plenty 
of competition in the Oviedo Babe Ruth 
League. Over 900 kids from all over Oviedo 
participate in the league, making it the larg-
est in the Southeast, said League President 
Rod Shaw, who is also an assistant coach 
with Miller’s team. But to Shaw, it’s Mill-
er’s tightly scheduled practices and intense 
conditioning that push the girls to success.

“We have every minute planned out 
as to exactly what we want to work on,” 
Shaw said. “Our girls have plenty of spirit, 
but what we like to do is get them out here 
during practice in the hot conditions. That 
makes it easier to get used to it and keep 
that energy in the game.”

For 45 minutes during practice, the girls 
do rigorous cardio and core workouts, in-
cluding push-ups, pull-ups and planking 
exercises.

“We’ve been doing it all summer, so 
we’ve gotten pretty used to it,” outfielder 
Sidney Andersen said. “It’s hard work, but 
we’re definitely getting ready.”

Miller, Shaw and the girls will leave 
Aug.1 for the World Series Championship, 
which takes place from Aug. 2 to Aug. 8 in 
Alachua. More than 15 teams will be di-
vided into pools, and after several rounds, 
teams will advance to a single elimination 
tournament. For most of the players from 
Oviedo, this will be their first trip to Ala-
chua, as only three players returned from 
last year.

“I’m looking forward to their reaction to 
it all, to experiencing the pomp and circum-
stance of it…. I think that’s gonna be a great 
experience for them,” Miller said.

For Morgan Pleasants, it was a tough 

journey to get to her first World Series.
As backup catcher, Pleasants played one 

or two innings a game, but that all changed 
in the district championship game, when 
starting catcher Andersen suffered a wrist 
injury and Pleasants was called on to take 
her place. 

“I was nervous, but excited. It felt like 
a lot of pressure, but I knew I could do it,” 
Pleasants said.

She continued to play catcher through-
out the state tournament, fielding seven 
games in three days under the heavy catch-
er’s gear and the sweltering heat, which 
Shaw said often reached near 100 degrees.

“She played great, and you never heard 
a single complaint out of her,” he said. “It 
was amazing what she did under those 
conditions.” 

“I like catcher because you get to see ac-
tion every time,” Pleasants said. “The other 
positions are fun, but you don’t always get 
to see the ball.” 

Pleasants has had to work closely with 
pitcher Tatiana Escudero, who’s also the 
youngest girl on the team. For Tatiana’s 
mom, Madelyn, it’s been a thrill to watch 
her daughter play on a bigger stage every 
year. 

“Last year, at the world series, it was just 
crazy,” Escudero said. “The game didn’t get 
out till 2 a.m. But all of [the parents] were 
just crazy for the team the whole time … A 
lot of kids on this team haven’t experienced 
the competitiveness of travel ball, so … it’s 
a big accomplishment.”

Swinging for 
the fences

Swinging for 
the fences

KYLE WARNKE
The Voice

PHOTO BY KYLE WARNKE — THE VOICE

Tatiana Escudero keeps her eye on the ball pitched by League President Rod Shaw. The team will advance to the World Series in Alachua, Fla., on Aug. 2.

The Oviedo 12-and-under softball team 
defeated Winter Park in the district and state 
championships, and will advance to the World 
Series in Alachua on Thursday, Aug. 2.

The Oviedo 8-and-under softball team defeated 
Winter Springs 18-1 in the district championship. 
They placed second in the state tournament and 
in the Southeast regional tournament, falling to 
Longwood and Julington Creek, respectively. 

The Oviedo 10-and-under softball team placed 
fourth in the state tournament, but advanced 
to the Southeast Regional because of a difficult 
schedule.

The Oviedo 14-and-under softball team were 
runners-up in the state tournament and 
advanced to the Southeast Regional tournament.

PHOTO BY KYLE WARNKE — THE VOICE

The Oviedo girls have two pitchers and one 
catcher, when most teams play with double that.
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Call 407-563-7026 or e-mail 
jandreasson@turnstilemediagroup.com 

to have The Voice visit your class or group.

Voices!

THIS WEEK in political history

Aug. 8, 1974 — 
President Richard Nixon announces his intention to become the 
first president in American history to resign. With impeachment 
proceedings under way against him for his involvement in the 
Watergate affair, Nixon finally bowed to pressure from the public 
and Congress to leave the White House.

Here’s what kids at the 
Oviedo Farmers Market 
said about their favorite 
summer fruits.

I like sliced strawberries for break-
fast — they are red and taste good. 
… We went to Disney for my birth-
day and had breakfast at the castle 
with the princesses.

—Caitlyn L. 
5 years old

In summer I like 
water and water-
melons too and also 
oranges and orange 
juice. I also like the 
watermelon juice. 
This is my first time 
at the Farmer’s 
Market. …

—Kaitlyn T. 
5 years old

My favorite fruits are 
cherries and raspber-
ries. I come to the 
Farmers Market with 
my nona. This sum-
mer we’re going to 
Aquatica — I like to 
swim.

—Cassie P. 
6 years old

I like watermelon 
and also red and 
purple grapes. I 
like apple juice too. 
To cool off I like to 
swim at the pool and 
to go to this beautiful 
playground.

—Lia M. 
4 years old

I like any flavor of 
red fruit punch and 
strawberries. This 
summer I’m going to 
summer camp where 
we take field trips 
and go to the zoo 
and the pool.

—Eliana V. 
10 years old

Sandi Vidal is the executive director for Christian HELP and the 
Central Florida Employment Council, with more than 10 years 
of recruiting and human resources experience. Please send 
questions about employment by fax 407-260-2949, sandi@
christianhelp.org, or mail Ask Sandi C/O Christian HELP, 450 
Seminola Blvd., Casselberry, FL 32707.

Talk 
ToSANDI>

EMPLOYMENT
 Ask
Sandi

When you think about commitment, 
oftentimes you think of relationships. 
No matter what the context, commit-
ment means work. Marriage takes work, 
raising children takes work, finding a job 
takes work. Sometimes it feels like it is 
easier to throw your hands up in the air 
and say “enough” when things don’t go 
as you would like them to. 

Recently we held a series of job skills 
classes. We have had tremendous success 
in connecting people with jobs using this 
model. The key to landing a job using 
the tools presented is commitment. This 
last class has suffered a bit in the results 
category because the students have not 
been as serious about participating and 
showing up. As in any relationship, the 
results are based on the commitment and 
the follow-through. 

Give and take and even sacrifice are 
important to success. We may have to 
sacrifice time, or get out of our comfort 
zone to get the results we want. Saying 
yes to additional work, such as attending 
another networking event (I am a closet 
introvert, so it’s not my favorite thing), 
can be the key to success.

When I worked at Circuit City and 
the supervisor who did forklift training 
was transferred, they gave the job to me. 
I had never driven a forklift or had any 
desire to do so. I learned and it helped 
me land my next job. It was a commit-
ment to the job and being excellent that 
made me say yes. 

Getting a new job takes commitment. 
Being promoted does too. All of this is 
work, but in the end, you can look back 
and see the path to success. It may be a 
long journey, but don’t give up hope.

Say yes to 
commitment

Mayor Dominic Persampiere

OVIEDO CITY TALK

July turned out to be a firecracker of 
a month. Our July 4 celebration at the 
Oviedo Mall was a hit! The crowd swelled 
to an estimated 14,000 people for the 
fireworks with about 28,000 filtering in 
and out throughout the day. The day was 
punctuated with fun, games, food and 
great entertainment from Jim Van Fleet & 
the Reign and Jake & The Elwood Blues 
Revue. 

The real celebration took place as our 
citizens came together to show their spirit 
by waving the “human” flag. More than 
800 of our citizens participated in waving 
the “human” flag to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day. The event was sponsored by 
Cotton Inc. and local CBS radio station 
MIX 105.1 FM. Each participant received 
either a red, white or blue T-shirt, proudly 
made in the USA by North Carolina-based 
TSDesigns, to wear for the event. We’re 
proud it’s our Oviedo!

Crime fighting takes a new twist
July also highlighted the exceptional 

work of one of our police officers. The 
International Crime Free Association 
awarded Sgt. Kim Mojica as 2012 Officer 
of the Year for her efforts to increase the 
awareness of crime prevention strate-

gies here and around the world. Mojica 
trained for, and implemented, the Crime 
Free Multi-Housing program in Oviedo. 
She also took the initiative to professional-
ize the program’s training materials, and 
through her efforts, got the training ma-
terials featured on the Crime Free Multi-
Housing Program’s website. Mojica has 
been asked to teach other agencies about 
this program. We congratulate and honor 
Sgt. Kim Mojica for her excellent work.

The Crime Free Multi-Housing Pro-
gram is an international crime prevention 
program designed to reduce crime, drugs 
and gangs on apartment properties. The 
program has three phases that must be 
completed under the supervision of the 
police department. Property managers be-
come individually certified in each phase, 
and the property becomes certified upon 
successful completion of all three phases. 
Oviedo has two certified complexes and 
another working toward certification.

Spirit in Oviedo

The ‘human’ flag on July 4
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Plan your weekend with

The Weekender!
This weekly newsletter keeps you 
up to date on events happening in 
Central Florida's cities, including 
Oviedo, Winter Springs, Winter 

Park, Maitland, Avalon Park and 
Waterford Lakes.

Visit seminolevoice.com and click 
"Subscribe to Newsletter"
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In the rural zones, we have some effective 
deterrents to crime. Two big ones are dogs 
and firearms. Many folks have dogs, which 
are big, territorial and unafraid of defend-
ing their turf. Studies show that dogs are 
second only to occupancy in influencing a 
burglar’s decision not to select a house.

As for firearms, most folks who live in 
rural areas know how to use them. Wheth-
er a casual or serious hobby or as a means 
to defend life and property, firearms are a 
common and effective deterrent.

The Seminole County Sheriff’s Office’s 
Crime Prevention Unit has reported that 
between May 10 and July 13 there have 
been a number of residential burglaries in 
eastern Seminole County as well as Chul-
uota and Osteen. The Sheriff’s public notice 
indicated that the vehicles used in these 
burglaries are believed to be rented, bor-
rowed or stolen, including a red Chevrolet. 
The burglars forced access through rear-
entry locations such as sliding glass doors 
and windows and stole items including 
jewelry, firearms and high-end electronics. 

If you or your family members are 
home alone during the day, please discuss 
a safety plan for your family, home and 
property.

Your community deputies can offer you 
additional resources in keeping your fam-
ily and property safe.

While driving out to work, running 
errands or even driving to the Post Office, 
if you see people or vehicles that look odd 

or out of place, take the time to write down 
what you see.

The SCSO asks residents of these rural 
communities to be especially vigilant and 
to call 911 if you see the following activi-
ties:

• A stranger or a suspicious vehicle 
which stays in the same place for an un-
usual length of time

• A vehicle that drives around the block 
frequently, slowing down, and/or speed-
ing up

• A parked vehicle with the engine 
running.

• If you have a gate out by the road, 
do you leave it open when you’re home, 
closed when you’re away? Criminals can 
figure this out.

SCSO Security Assessment
Take advantage of the SCSO Security As-
sessment where a Certified Florida Crime 
Prevention Practitioner will visit your resi-
dence and determine how vulnerable your 
property might be to crime. The assessment 
is free and confidential. They will review 
landscaping, lighting, locks, security alarm 
systems, doors, windows and more. You 
will receive recommendations and infor-
mation on the latest residential security 
methods and hardware. Make your home a 
tougher target for burglars. Schedule an as-
sessment with Ernie Glass at 407-665-6983 
or eglass@seminolesheriff.org for more 
information. 

House Watch
If you are squeezing in some last-minute 
vacation time, call the SCSO to add your 
home to the House Watch Program. A 
Community Service Area Deputy will 
check on your property while you are 
away. Call 407-665-6650 for more informa-
tion. 

Don’t forget, “National Night Out,” 
Tuesday, Aug. 7, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. It’s 
a crime and drug prevention event held 
at Focal Point Landscaping in partnership 
with SCSO. 

Geneva updates
Enjoy the 2012 4th of July Parade & Festival 
with a 25-minute DVD of still photos avail-
able for only $10. Proceeds go to the Rural 
Heritage Center. Contact Rocky Harrelson 
at harrelson1285@bellsouth.net

Does your tween or teen have a dra-
matic flair? Check out the second summer 
Theater Camp, run by professional instruc-
tor June Powell, at the RHC. It’s Monday 
July 30 through Friday, Aug. 3. Ages 11 to 
18 will learn acting, costuming, make-up, 
set/prop design and construction, mu-
sic, movement and audition techniques. 
The camp will result in a program to be 
performed on Friday evening performance 
at 6:30 p.m. — “Let’s Write A Show!” The 
suggested donation is $75; campers bring 
their own lunches, snacks and water. Call 
407-349-5112 to pre-register or contact jes-
sie_harrelson@bellsouth.net

I know this lovely hot weather is getting to 
us all. Most of us would like to sit inside all 
day in our cool homes or at least be out in a 
cool spot. That is my plan for the summer, 
unless it’s like some friends of mine that 
hide at the beach or the mountain areas 
in western Georgia, North Carolina and 
others cool shady spots. I started having 
air-conditioning trouble a week or so ago; I 
found out I was not alone. Two of my chil-
dren had problems and then other friends 
popped in saying, me too. Why is it the 
hotter it gets the more A/C problems? Well 
I am cool after a few $$$ — guess it is the 
nature of the beast in this weather.

Sponsor the mall’s play area
Guess a lot of you have been to the Oviedo 
Mall and noticed the signs stating a brand 
new children’s play area that will be 
installed in the food court soon. The play 
area is being constructed by industry 
Playtime Creations based out of Colorado 
and is expected to be installed mid-August. 
The mall is seeking sponsorships for the 
new play area. Businesses interested in 
exposure to mall traffic, which includes 
strong demographics of the Oviedo-Winter 
Springs area, should contact Sara Steffes, 
marketing manager, at steffess@urbanre-
tail.com. The mall plans to celebrate with a 
grand opening in late August.

Mountain music

Sunday, Aug. 5, a Mountain Dulcimer 
Gathering will be held at 1 p.m. at the 
Rural Heritage Center, 101 E. Main Street, 
Geneva. Bring your dulcimer and learn to 
become a better player or try one out to see 
if you might like to learn. We are all learn-
ing. If you need help with tuning or getting 
started, come around 12:30 p.m. Contact 
Genevahgs@aol.com for more information. 
Please submit a $5 donation.

National Night Out
Aug. 7 is the 29th National Night Out 
celebrated in most local communities 
and designed to heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness; generate support for 
and participation in local anti-crime pro-
grams; strengthen neighborhood spirit and 
police-community partnerships; and send 
a message to criminals letting them know 
that neighborhoods are organized and 
fighting back. Check with your local police 
department or sheriff’s department.

Newcomers Luncheon
Do come and attend the Newcomers Aug. 
16 Luncheon, featuring a black-and-white 
theme and their general meeting. Guests 
and members are encouraged to wear 
black-and-white attire while gathering at 
Café Murano, 309 Cranes Roost Blvd. in 
Altamonte Springs. To commemorate the 
event’s theme, attendees are invited to 
bring in their black-and-white baby photos 

to share with the group. Luncheon tickets 
are $23. Reservations are required. Doors 
open at 11:30 a.m. Contact 407-366-9084 or 
visit www.newcomerscfl.org

Whale of a Sale
Looking ahead for some coming fall events 
that I know you will want to mark on your 
calendar. They are the Harvest Jamboree’s 
“Whale of a Sale,” presented by the First 
United Methodist Church of Oviedo on 
Oct. 5 and 6. Also during the Jamboree you 
might look to market your craft or product, 
have some fun and make a few dollars. 
Vendors are wanted including direct 
sellers, individuals, crafters, designers or 
group who wish to sell their products and 
services; think of the new contacts one can 
make. Contact Deborah Gendron at 407-
365-7435 or deborah-gendron@hotmail.com

Great Day
The second fall event is the 39th annual 
Great Day in The Country sponsored by 
the Oviedo Woman’s Club coming Satur-
day, Nov. 10, held on the Lawton House 
and Lawton Elementary School grounds. 

Farmer’s Market
Saturday, Aug. 4, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. is 
the Oviedo Historical Society’s Farmer’s 
Market. Do come and join the crowd. 
Visit our many vendors that have honey, 
cookies, pasta, breads, eggs, doggy treats, 
drinks and lots of fresh produce. Pop in the 
air-conditioned Lawton House for a taste 
of Oviedo history. We are located 200 W. 
Broadway St. in downtown Oviedo.

A thought
“Don’t ever write anything on paper that you 
wouldn’t want the whole world to see.” —
Birdie Lee Warnock

Plants are not about feeding us. Their 
only intention is to spread their seeds 
as widely as possible. To that end, 
plants use animals to consume their 
fruit to disseminate their genetic 
legacy. Consider how far most plant 
varieties have traveled to become 
naturalized in our agricultural sphere. 
We may think that growing an orange 
tree in our front yard will provide the 
family with sweet 
and nutritious citrus 
for years to come, 
but in reality, we are 
unintentionally pro-
liferating Sapindales 
Rutaceae Aurantioi-
deae Citreae all the 
way from Southeast 
Asia to the North 
American continent. 

Most fruit crops 
are perennials and 
will have a substantial lead-time until 
production begins. This long-term 
investment must be managed against 
the numerous risks pending against 
any landscape endeavor, including in-
sects and disease pests plus irrigation, 
fertility, sunlight, spacing and zoning 
considerations.

I have too many times succumbed 
to the temptation of growing tropical, 
cold-sensitive fruits to continue re-
peating the same mistakes. Urban heat 
islands in Central Florida can make 
a difference when a cold snap hovers 
right at freezing, but my garden on 
the fringe of development is always a 
few degrees colder. Papaya or bananas 
could suffice this risk and might pro-
duce a crop the first year. But many 
of the tropical tree fruits would be 
exposed to environmental issues for 
far too long to take this gamble.

The quickest results would be 
expected from strawberry plants. They 
are purchased bare-root in autumn, 
planted to grow through the winter, 
produce a harvest in the spring, and 
are disposed of in the summer. Their 
fruit is susceptible to numerous pests, 
making them a high-maintenance crop 
for the expected harvest. Commer-
cially available strawberries have an 
elevated pesticide profile, suggesting 
a strong contemplation from a home 
grower.

Blueberries are native to our area, 
require almost no pest controls, toler-
ate drought and lend themselves to 
the edible landscape requirements of 
most homeowners associations. South-
ern high-bush types produce a harvest 
in late spring. Select several varieties 
to extend the available harvest season.

Although everyone loves black-
berry fruit, I personally hate growing 
this plant. It spreads by underground 
runners, invading any terrain. The 
brambles are legendary, especially 
noted by our friend, Br’er Rabbit. 
Birds love berries of most types, but 
luckily, fine netting solves most avian 
thievery. 

Low-chill peach, apple and pear va-
rieties will grow for us with appropri-
ate attention. When the peaches come 
in, harvest quickly as the fruit spoils 
almost immediately. I do not have any 
personal experience with apples or 
pears, but the University of Florida 
has plenty of recommendations.

CELERY
By Janet  Foley

th
e

Between

Stalks

Send word to Janet Foley about events and let her 
know what’s going on around town by e-mailing 
jwfoley@att.net

Talk 
To JANET>

Tom Carey
From my garden 
to yours

Tom Carey is the owner of Sundew Gardens, a 
you-pick gardening business in Oviedo. Visit the 

Sundew Gardens Facebook page and e-mail him at 
sundewgardens@gmail.com

Who 
isCAREY>

Fruits of 
our labor

Meltdowns in July

Stetson’s 
   Corner

By Karen McEnany-Phillips

Please share your thoughts about Geneva at 407-221-
7002, kphillips@turnstilemediagroup.com with 
“Stetson’s Corner” in the subject line, or fax 407-
349-2800. Thanks!

This column is dedicated to Deputy Sheriff Gene 
“Stetson” Gregory, killed in the line of duty on July 8, 
1998. Geneva will never be the same because of 
Deputy Gregory — it will be better.

Talk 
ToKAREN>

Be a tough target for crime



Page 20 July 27 - Aug. 9, 2012 Seminole Voice

TheMarketplace

—2—

KFWS • MindGym
July 23, 2012 

It’s free to place estate sales, garage 
sales and yard sales on this page! Visit 
SeminoleVoice.com and click “Create 
Your Classified”
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Meet singles right now!
No paid operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. Try it free. Call 
now 888-744-4426.

HAPPY JACK DuraSpot
Latest technology in flea, tick, mosquito 
& mite control on dogs. Patented. At farm, 
feed & hardware stores. Distributed by 
Fuller Supply. 205-343-3341. www.hap-
pyjackinc.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Huge Estate Sale in Geneva
July 27&28 8:30-4 Everything in house 
and office building is for sale! Profession-
ally conducted by Showcase Estate Liq-
uidators, LLC at 806 Four Wheel Lane Ge-
neva FL. Follow signs on days of sale! For 
pictures and list visit us at www.Show-
caseEstateSales.com. 407.756.0046. 
Showcase@ShowcaseEstateSales.com

ESTATE SALES

Professional Painting Services
Interior and Exterior Painting at a reason-
able cost. Pressure Washing. All work 
guaranteed. Excellent Local References 
. Contact: James Bridges (407)310-1564

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Large Rummage Sale - 
Saturday, July 28th 8am 
- 1pm
Canterbury Retreat/Church of Incarnation 
1601 Alafaya Trail Oviedo 32765 - Many 
items, no clothing. 407-365-5571. info@
canterburyretreat.org

YARD SALES

New Cottage ON the Lake.
ONLY $69,900. DOCKABLE SHORELINE. 
Sale Sat July 28th Only. Gorgeous new 
designer ready lakefront cottage in beau-
tiful wooded setting on spectacular, rec-
reational lake. Boat, ski, swim, fish, more. 
Paved roads, power & phone. Perfect for 
vacation home or weekend getaway. Ex-
cellent financing. 866-952-5336 ext 222

REAL ESTATE: FOR SALE

MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here -
Train ONLINE for Allied Health and Medi-
cal Management. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Financial Aid 
if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 888-
203-3179. www.CenturaOnline.com

EDUCATION

Winter Park - 3/2 Split Plan 
Condo
W/D, Large Scr. Porch, Fenced Backyard, 
Vaulted Ceilings $950 Mo./12 mo Lease 
Glenda Massie, Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Real Estate, 407-697-8796 

REAL ESTATE: FOR RENT

Drivers/Flatbed Class-A.
GET HOME WEEKENDS! Southeast Re-
gional, Earn up to $.39/mi. 1Yr OTR Flat-
bed experience required. Sunbelt Trans-
port, LLC. 800-572-5489 ext 227

AIRLINES ARE HIRING
Train for hands on Aviation Maintenance 
Career. FAA approved program. Financial 
aid if qualified - Housing available. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 866-
314-3769

Drivers - Refrigerated & Dry 
Van freight.
with plenty of miles. Annual Salary $45K 
to $60K. Flexible Hometime! CDL-A, 3 
months Current OTR experience. www.
driveknight.com. 800-414-9569

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES 
NEEDED!
Train online to become a Medical Office 
Assistant! No Experience needed! Train-
ing & Local Job Placement assistance 
thru SC Training. HS Diploma/GED & PC/
Internet needed! 888-374-7294

ATTENTION: DRIVERS! Apply 
Now, 12 Drivers Needed
Top 5% Pay, 58 Years Stability. New KW 
Conventionals. 2 Mos CDL Class A Driving 
Exp. 877-258-8782

HELP WANTED

Absolute Liquidation Auction 
Bayview Gardens Community 

2855 Gulf to Bay Blvd. 
Clearwater, FL  33759 

Saturday, August 4, 2012 @ 1:00 pm 

Cars; Trucks; Golf Carts; Trailers; Restaurant Equip.; Chapel Items;  
Tools; Office Furniture; Tons of New and Used Furniture; Shop Equip.; 

Contents of 60 Cottages; Laundry Rooms and Much More! 

All Rooms will be sold by Bulk Bid. 
Removal: Auction day thru Wednesday. 

No Buyers Premium Charged!
Please visit our website for photos & details 

www.soldfor.com
Auction Conducted by 

AB#9    Cliff Shuler Auctioneers  AU#14 

Size: 3.792" (w) x 2" (t) Type: Black and White
Paper: Hometown News Southland Marketing

 ✔ Gatlinburg
 ✔ Pigeon Forge
 ✔ Dollywood
 ✔ Great Smoky Mtns.

Lake Property in East Tennessee
Your Own Lake Lot
$14,900

Your Own Private Slip
FREE
August 4th ONLY

• Power
• Water
• Sewer

1-877-717-5263 Ext. 92

One Click. Job Resources.
Real Results.

“The Employ Florida network helped me 
to improve my professional skills and 
connected me with a training opportunity.”

The ResulT: Elizabeth Matthews  
was trained and hired by Regional  
Medical Center Bayonet Point.

Employ Florida is an equal opportunity program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. The Employ Florida 
telephone number may be reached by persons using TTY/TTD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711. Disponible en Espanol.

ElizabEth MatthEws
Monitor Technician and Unit Secretary 

Hudson, FL

HIRED

EmployFlorida.com
1-866-FLA-2345

Call: 877-253-4244
or Visit: www.AcurianHealthStudies.com

RESEARCH STUDIES FOR:
•	Arthritis/OA	and	RA
•	Diabetes	Type	1	
and	Type	2

•	Adult/Teen	
Depression

•	Migraines
•	Irritable	Bowel	
Syndrome/Diarrhea

•	Hepatitis	C

We are currently enrolling 
people for NO COST 
research studies. Qualify 
and receive study-related 
care from a local doctor 
and study medication.
Health insurance is NOT 
required.

R COMPENSATION UP TO $1000 R

FL Statewide
3.792 x 2
7/13

60+ FL Properties
July 24 - Aug 6

real estate auctions

FL Daniel S. Nelson Re Lic BK3223097. Williams & Williams 
Re Lic 1032049. Thomas L Williams Auc Lic AU1112. Williams 
& Williams Auc Lic AB2784  Buyer’s Premium May Apply.  

 3142 Santorini Ct, Naples

Nominal Opening Bids from $1,000

For details, visit williamsauction.com

800.801.8003

Florida Statewide Classifieds, 2x2

TRANZON.COM 877-374-4437

Tranzon Driggers Walter J. Driggers, III, Lic. Real Estate Broker, FL Lic #AU707 & AB3145   |   8% BP

BANK OWNED 167± Properties Throughout Florida
Many Will Sell Regardless of Price!

 August 1 – 10
 Oceanfront  |  Acreage  |  Condos  |  Homesites  |  Homes  |  Retail Space  |  Ind. Bldgs  

Comm. Bldgs  |  Waterfront  |  Office Bldgs  |  Automotive Facilities  |  Mini Storage  |  More!

Tom Carey
SundewGardens@gmail.com

“Every home should have a garden”

Experience homegrown gardening: 
Plan your next fieldtrip to Sundew Gardens
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