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What’s goin’ on? INDEX

It’s 6:30 p.m. on a school night as 
Cindy Ducker picks up a micro-
phone and fills the Geneva El-
ementary cafeteria with a list of 
proud statistics. The Mustangs, 
teachers, administration, staff, 
students and all have received 
an A+ rating for 11 straight years. 
They have some of the highest 
FCAT scores in the county. They 
also might be shut down within 
a year. 

On Jan. 23, the school’s stand-
ing-room-only cafeteria found 
out why one of the statistically 
best elementary schools in one of 
the statistically highest-perform-
ing school districts in the state is 
statistically the most likely to be 
shuttered within a year. 

The mass of parents and 
teachers demanding answers 
from Seminole County Public 
Schools Superintendent Bill Vo-
gel weren’t alone in their fears. 
Eight schools in the county dot a 
list of potential closures to make 
up for a nearly $20 million bud-
get shortfall that will no longer 
be shored up by federal money 
in the next school year. The east 
side of Seminole County would 
be the hardest hit, with Oviedo’s 
Carillon and Stenstrom Elemen-
tary schools and Winter Springs’ 
Keeth Elementary also on the 
chopping block. 

Parent Julie Clarke, who has 
lived in Geneva since she was 
10 years old, said that if the axe 
drops next year, teachers and 
parents will have little they can 
do to stop it. 

“The School Board has stated 
that they do not want to close 
schools,” Clarke said. “But if 

they choose to close schools, then 
no school on the list is safe.” 

The deficit
That’s why an army of mostly 
women in pink Geneva Mus-
tangs shirts organized to stop it. 
They wanted to help the School 
Board before it was too late, par-
ent Alison Warren said. 

“We know that the School 
Board has a deficit that they 
know has to be addressed,” War-
ren said. “They're talking about 
vending machine electricity cost. 
It's crazy what they're looking at. 
We need to help them help us.”

The help she talked about was 
the same issue that the School 
Board has grappled with for 
years, ever since the beginning 
of the recession in 2008: money. 
As the economy and property 
values fell, money for schools 

fell with it. The state slashed 
more than $83 million since the 
2007-08 school year. Then a more 
than $20 million federal subsidy 
expired. Then the County Com-
mission refused to extend a pen-
ny sales tax that paid $13.4 mil-
lion for schools, citing that voters 
would have rejected it anyway. 
Then in November 2010, voters 
rejected a half penny sales tax for 
schools. 

The expiration of the property 
tax dealt a deathblow to a bud-
get that was already 60th lowest 
of 67 districts in funding in the 
state, Vogel said. 

“They only had it for two 
years because they thought the 
economy would rebound,” Vogel 
said. “It hasn't.” 

Rallies for schools
That’s why a group of activists 
is asking for it back. Stand Up 
for SCPS has organized a series 
of informational sessions on its 
campaign to push for a property 
tax increase that would add $25 
million back into the school sys-
tem — enough to cover the cur-
rent budget shortfall. 

On Jan. 26, parents packed 
into Oviedo High School to listen 
to the group’s pitch. The num-
bers are simple, Vogel said. 

“If Seminole County had that, 

we would have another $25 mil-
lion a year and we would not be 
here tonight, and we wouldn't 
be looking at any of the drastic 
measures that we have taken,” 
he said. 

Gone would be the fears the 
School Board faced when vot-
ers killed a half penny sales tax 
measure in 2010. At least for four 
years. 

If the group can get enough 
support, a ballot referendum 
could be fast-tracked to a special 
election to raise the money. But 
by then the School Board may al-
ready have made its decision. On 
Feb. 28, the School Board may 
decide which schools to close. 

That’s something Geneva El-
ementary School principal Tina 
Erwin hopes to head off. But Jan. 
24, that school may have been 
granted a reprieve. That night the 
school’s supporters persuaded 
the County Commission to push 
for Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency money to pay for 
a new roof for the school. If that 
money comes through, Geneva 
Elementary may be safe — for 
now. In the meantime, Warren 
said, they’ll keep fighting. 

“They say it takes a village to 
raise a child,” Warren said. “I'm 
going to tell you, it takes a vil-
lage to save a school.”

A soft-spoken woman with a broad 
smile, Astrid Bartolomei comes ev-
ery Tuesday to the food pantry she 
calls “her blessing.” Six months ago, 
this middle-class mom and former 
real-estate agent needed help feed-
ing her family, so her friend and 
neighbor referred her to the place 
where she herself was getting as-
sistance.

Like many other families in Cen-
tral Florida, the Bartolomeis find 
themselves in a gray area following 
a job loss. With just her husband’s 
commission-only income to rely on, 
they still make too much money to 
qualify for food stamps, yet their 
budget is stretched too thin to sat-
isfy her 16-year-old son’s appetite.

“We can’t even get insurance,” 
Bartolomei said.

So the family of three goes with-
out it, hoping their health holds out 
until their situation improves.

Stories like this are typical at 
places like HOPE (Housing Out-
reach Prevention Education) Helps 
in Oviedo. HOPE was founded by 
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Schools fight to avoid closure
isAAc BABcock
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seminole superintendent Bill vogel talks to news reporters about the district’s budget gap and plans to shutter schools 
in order to make up for it. The school board may approve a ballot measure that asks voters to pay increased taxes.
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This    Week 
another middle class mom, Krissy Todd, 
who 5 years ago, saw a need to help fami-
lies avoid the threat of homelessness.

Organization’s heart
To that end, HOPE operates the Sonshine 
Thrift Store located at 149 E. Broadway St. 
serving as the primary fundraiser for the 
organization.

Amidst the shelves stuffed with antique 
plates, vintage dresses, hockey equipment 
and an assortment of kids videos, volun-
teers mingle with shoppers offering to help 
find something or fielding questions about 
HOPE’s programs. 

While at the foundation’s center, clients 

can also get help applying for Food Stamps, 
creating a resume, or learning about other 
community resources that may be available 
to them.

From the back of the thrift store, more 
volunteers accept food donations, stock the 
shelves of the pantry and check in clients as 
they come to pick up food for the week. 

Husband and wife team Mike and Alice 
Beall have spent every Tuesday for the past 
year and a half volunteering together at the 
pantry. 

For them, getting to know their clients 
and check on them on a week-to-week basis 
makes all the hard work rewarding.

Everywhere you look there is a busy vol-
unteer. They all seem to have their niche, 
some drive trucks to pick up donated food, 

some assist clients in getting set up with 
services, others like Nancy Williams sort 
and price clothes.

Williams has been with HOPE from the 
very beginning when Todd first called for 
help to set up the thrift store. 

From the earliest days Williams has felt 
like this is what she was supposed to do.

“I had never volunteered anywhere, but 
when my daughter brought me along with 
her, it was just the right timing,” Williams 
said. “I had recently retired and was look-
ing for a place to help out. It’s a nice feeling 
to help people who need it, to accomplish 
something. I never could just sit around.” 

And neither can HOPE. 

Inaugural race
For the first time ever, the foundation is 
hosting a 5K event with all proceeds going 
directly back to the foundation.

Race for HOPE will set off from Winter 
Springs High School at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 4. Registration is $30 prior to the event 
and $35 on race day. 

If getting up early to run (or walk) 3 
miles is not the most enticing idea, it’s still 
possible to help out the cause. 

Instead of participating in the 5K, there 
is the option of “hitting snooze for HOPE.” 
For a $25 donation, non-racers get an event 
T-shirt and the chance to sleep in on Satur-
day.

Joan Faulkner, the new CEO of HOPE, is 
optimistic about the event. 

“It’s a fun, healthy way to get out-
side and raise money for a great cause,” 
Faulkner said. 

“We have over 100 people signed up so 
far and expect at least 100 more, so it’s very 
exciting for our first year,” HOPE’s events 
coordinator Sara Ozim said.

“The more money we raise, the more 
money gets funneled directly back to the 
families,” Ozim said.

This is the heart of HOPE’s mission, to 
directly impact families in need. 

Touching lives
Bridging the gap between services and 
needs, HOPE fed over 700 kids who receive 
free and reduced lunch with their Kids of 
HOPE program, which provides meals for 
the kids during school breaks.

Realizing that kids need more than good 

THIS Week in history
Jan. 30, 1948 — 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the political and spiritual leader 
of the Indian independence movement, is assassinated in New 
Delhi by a Hindu fanatic. Known as Mahatma, Gandhi’s persuasive 
methods of civil disobedience influenced leaders of civil rights 
movements.
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 $100 to $500 OffAny Servicewith this adOn Call 24 Hours A Day

Serving Central Florida Since the “80s”Let Us Handle Your Emergency!
Call Our Hotline – 877-936-8998

www.EmergencyServices24.com
Serving Florida’s Residential & Commercial Community Since 1990

ImmEdIatE RESponSE
• Never A Travel Fee 
• Insurance Company Billed Directly 
• All Insurance Accepted
• Free Estimates

What’s Your Emergency?

CBC057844

flood l Leaks l Mold l fire l Storm l Smoke l Roofing

  
 
 
 

If your property is currently listed exclusively with a Real Estate Broker, please disregard. 

Carolyn M. Canada,  
Broker/President 
Wanda Perkins, P.A.,  
REALTOR 

  

1,000 Sq feet in Oviedo 
Near 417 Expressway 
$700 plus tax/mo. rent 
Call Carolyn Canada 
407-921-2496 

Warehouse for rent  
Winter Springs/Longwd 
Zoned general commer-
cial 
Call Carolyn Canada 
407-921-2496 

Includes real estate 
2074 sq. ft. building  
$329,000 
Call Wanda Perkins, 
407-765-9933 

Commercial lot   Oviedo Business 

 

Commercial,  
    Homes & Land, Inc. 
www.chlre.com 

CHL Serving all of 
Central Florida 

 

  

                                                                Get the look you deserve... 
 

  

 

 

                                                                   Contact us at 407-914-6445  

 
  We’re 100% mobile! 
Car Wash & Wax 

$15* 
Insured Business 

* For a limited time only. Restrictions apply 
 due to size and condition of vehicle. 

 

HOpe | Oviedo nonprofit organization has more than 100 people signed up for its first 5k fundraiser event
n coNTiNUeD FRoM FRoNT Page
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meals to be successful, HOPE 
hosted a back-to-school event for 
500 kids where they handed out 
backpacks, school supplies and 
provided haircuts and physicals.

To Bartolomei, this help was 
invaluable.

“I was able to get everything I 
needed for my son. I didn’t have 
to buy a thing,” she said. “You 
know…when your son is happy, 
you are happy.”

With the help of the commu-
nity, HOPE aims to make more 

kids happy this year, by meeting 
needs and offering encourage-
ment to families through their 
outreach.

“Although the majority of 
people we help are not home-
less, we do serve them and work 
to locate housing, job assistance, 
food and other basic necessities 
to get them back on their feet,” 
Faulkner said. “HOPE’s mis-
sion is to prevent homelessness 
through our programs.  We help 
families before they end up in 
a crisis, which can spiral into 
homelessness.”

Celebrate Red February with a fun-filled day promoting heart health in our community.
Join family, friends and neighbors for a family-friendly 5k event, followed by a community fair.

5k Certified Course
• 6:30 am: Race packet pickup

• 7:30 am: Race begins

• Kids’ Dash to follow

• $20 (through 2/4)
   $25 (through 2/10)
   $30 (day of race)

• FREE for kids age 10 & under
  (registration required)

• Complimentary t-shirt (while supplies last)

Two Ways To Register: 
Online: southseminolehospital.com/caringhearts      In-Person: Pick up application at
                    the J. Douglas Williams YMCA

Presented by South Seminole Hospital, the J. Douglas Williams YMCA and the City of Longwood.

Saturday, February 11, 2012
Reiter Park • 311 W. Warren Avenue • Longwood, FL 32750 

Free Community Fair
8:30 am – 11:00 am

• Blood pressure screenings

•“Ask the Doc” with a family medicine physician
   and orthopedic surgeon

• Healthy cooking and fitness demos

• Kids’ soccer activities by Orlando City Soccer

• Face painting

• Longwood Police & Fire Department vehicle displays

• And much more!

More information at
southseminolehospital.com/caringhearts

Avoid the last-minute race day rush. Race packets can be picked
up beginning February 9, 2012 at the J. Douglas Williams YMCA,
665 Longwood-Lake Mary Blvd., Lake Mary, FL 32746.

5K & COMMUNITY FAIR

DID YOU KNOW THAT 85%
 OF YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY

 CHECK CAN BE TAXED?   

Personalized report on how to lock 
in and guarantee your retirement 
income for the rest of your life.

COMPLIMENTARY

CALL
1-800-603-0850 Ext.1

HOpe | Helping families in a spiral

n coNTiNUeD FRoM Page 2

PhoTo coURTesy oF 
TrAcy dichTAs

Winter springs’ wrestling 
team broke records while 
winning the seminole athletic 
conference championship Jan. 
21, setting school records in the 
process. They had more cham-
pions with 8, more finalists with 
10, and more place winners 
with 13 than any other time in 
school history. They also broke 
oviedo high school’s streak of 
11 straight championships. 

Bears are SAC champs

Cool cops and hot cars

PhoTo by isAAc BABcock — The Voice

The seventh annual central Florida law enforcement car show returned to the oviedo Mall on Jan. 21.

SCaN Here
Use your smartphone’s Qr code reader 

app to view more photos or visit 
seminolevoice.com/photos/galleries
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2011 Holiday Toy drive
Thank you for your generous support of our kids
New Hope for Kids provides specialized 
support to children and families grieving 
the loss of a loved one and grants wishes 
to children with life-challenging illnesses in 
Central Florida.

In 2011, New Hope for Kids granted 47 wishes 
to girls and boys and assisted over 350 children 
through grief facilitation.

Because we do not receive any funding from 
government agencies, the personal donations 
so generously given by individuals and local 
organizations are so important to the success 
of our mission …to bring hope, healing and 
renewal to our community.

We are so thankful for our dedicated Board 
of Directors, Volunteers and the generosity 
of the Central Florida community in another 
successful TOY DRIVE for our families. 

For more information please call 407.331.3059 
ext. 10 or visit www.newhopeforkids.org

Barrett Farms
Brio Tuscan Grille 
Brunswick Wekiva Bowling Lanes 
Center Academy
Clear Channel 
Community Patrons 
Cracker Barrel 
Del Dee Bistro
Denny’s 
DPR Construction
Fields BMW 
1st Southern Bank 
FiServ 
Florida Respiratory Therapy 

Full Sail University
Hannover Life Re 
Institute of Internal Auditors 
L & J Accessories
Maitland Massage
Mirtha Valdes Martin CPA
Natures Table
Panera Bread 
PayChecks 
Sports Cuts Haircuts 
Universal Studios Florida
Whole Foods
Wyndham Worldwide

Did you visit the Central Florida Law En-
forcement Car Show last Saturday? It was 
bigger and better than last year, if things 
like that are possible. What a joy and 
delight to see some of those old vintage car 
and trucks. It does bring back memories of 
growing up.

Flea market
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church is hosting a 
huge flea market on Friday and Saturday 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Visit www.st-stephen.com

Glass Show
The Sanlando Depression Glass Show will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 28, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, Jan. 29, at the Sanford Civic Center, 
401 E. Seminole Blvd. in Sanford. The cost 
of show is $4.50, and admission is good for 
both days. Call 407-298-3355.

Marker dedication
The first Saturday in February is very busy, 
and I do mean it — you all will have to 
choose your activities wisely. My favorite, 
I am partial, would be to visit the Oviedo 
Historical Society’s Farmer’s Market 
for the dedication of the Lawton House 
Historical Marker on Saturday, Feb. 4. 
The mayor of Oviedo, Historical Society, 
Oviedo Rotary Club and Oviedo Woman’s 

Club will participate in the unveiling 
ceremony scheduled for 11 a.m. It will also 
bring attention to the farmers market. The 
ceremony will be simple — a few quick 
words and an unveiling of the marker. The 
Rotary and the Woman’s Club are the fi-
nancial supports and donated $1,000 each. 
Do come shop, visit, eat and have a good 
time. The market hours are from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Orchid Show
The Greater Orlando Orchid Society and 
Orlando Garden Club will host their an-
nual Orchid Show and Sale Friday, Feb. 10, 
through Sunday, Feb. 12. The event will 
run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, and 10 a.m.to 4 p.m. on Sunday 
at the Orlando Garden Club, 710 E. Rollins 
St., Orlando. The show will include bloom-
ing orchids, foliage plants, bromeliads, 
books and supplies. Admission is free. Call 
407-299-8003.

Visit SeminoleVoice.com for more events.

CELERY
By Janet  Foley

th
e

Between
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Send word to Janet Foley about events and let her know 
what’s going on around town by e-mailing celerystalks@
att.net

Talk 
To janet>

Stetson’s 
   Corner

By Karen McEnany-Phillips

Car show got better Help save the Mustangs 
Geneva elementary leads the short 
list of school closings
Our Mustangs are in trouble. The Semi-
nole County School Board has made it 
clear that two of eight schools must be 
closed to counter the budget deficit. The 
cost analysis for Geneva Elementary 
portrays the school's bus use, projected 
renovation cost and student enrollment 
ratio as negative factors that collide to 
place it at the top of the list.

A community village
No one, including the School Board, 
wants to close a school. Interrupting the 
rhythm of a family's routine takes a toll 
that exceeds any mathematical formula. 
The impact and unintended consequences 
cannot be boxed in dollars and cents. It is 
a painful process.

Most schools on the list are in neigh-
borhoods that belong to larger communi-
ties like Winter Springs, Longwood and 
Oviedo. 

But Geneva is not a mere neighbor-
hood. It is a vital community with a 
unique character and educational history 
that reaches back to Russian immigrant 
schoolteachers who home schooled many 
of Geneva's earliest children.

Like those children, our young Mus-
tangs walk to school under the watchful 
eyes of sand hill cranes and deer in the 
early hours after dawn. They hear the 

skitter of the squirrels, the pushy call of 
the red tail hawks, and the staccato of 
the eagles. We have a sign that asks us to 
keep our horses off the school sidewalk.

88 years of public education
Our Rural Heritage Center began as the 
Geneva School in 1924. It served Ge-
neva's children until the present school 
was dedicated in 1988 and the excellent 
tradition for education continued. Geneva 
Elementary has been led by visionary and 
caring administrators and teachers for 
decades. An A-rated, five-star school for 
10 straight years, the school serves and 
connects us in so many ways. Our chil-
dren walk to the museum for their Florida 
history experience. This school has been 
the beating heart of our community from 
the inception of the village. We honor our 
fallen deputy in its shadow.

It does take a village
Geneva Elementary teachers, staff and 
administrators know more than the test 
scores and attendance records of their 
children. They know when they're hungry 
on Monday morning and when their 
dad got laid off. They celebrate when a 
big sister earns a scholarship, and wipe 
tears when a family dog dies. Geneva 
Mustangs have mourned the loss of at 
least one principal, teacher and student. 

n Please see sTeTsons on page 5
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Some of the most productive 
plants I grow in my garden could 
be categorized as Asian greens. 
The simple abundance of harvest-
ing the early leaf and stem por-
tions of these vegetables provide 
a quick and nutritious harvest 
with minimal maintenance. As 
we grow into our lucrative spring 
season, take advantage of some 
of the easiest crops to produce on 
Earth.

Most Asian greens must be 
started from seeds instead of 
off-the-shelf transplants. Locat-
ing the seeds is a low hurdle to 
choosing many of these exotic 

plants. (I haven’t had much luck 
at nursery center seed racks.) An 
Internet search of seed catalogs 
will provide numerous options. 
Since purchasing seeds offers an 
incredible economy of scale over 
buying transplants, don’t skimp 
on trying a spectrum of varieties. 

Starting the seeds requires a 
balanced mix of quality potting 
soil, clean containers, moisture, 
warmth and sunlight. Most Asian 
greens germinate in just a few 
days, so be prepared to deliver 
the new sprouts to full sun. Left 
in limited light, lanky, weak seed-
lings are prone to stem disease 
and damage. Provide fresh air 
and ventilation as a warm sunny 
day could lead to overheating. In 
three to four weeks most of these 
seedlings will be ready to grow in 
the great expanse of the garden.

Available soil fertility, mois-
ture, pest controls, sunlight and 
space provided in almost any 
garden configuration is usually 
adequate. A 3-gallon landscape 
pot filled with well-drained pot-
ting mix supplies ample space for 
six transplants. A 4-foot square 
bed using grid pattern spacing 
produces dozens of heads. As 
the crop starts to mature, pick 
crowded ‘thinning greens’ for 
those gourmet baby vegetables 
that are so expensive in the gro-
cery store. 

Most Asian greens are in the 
Brassica family of plants, similar 
to radish or cabbage. I repeatedly 
plant Pac choi, a smaller variety 
of Bok choi. Another favorite is 
Mizuna, which produces a large 
quantity of fine, mild-flavored 
green or purple fern-like foliage. 

Gather individual leaves 
and stems or harvest the whole 
head by cutting at ground level. 
Promptly rinse to avoid wilting. I 
graze fresh from my garden, taste 
testing to compare and contrast 
many of these unique flavors. 
The vitamin, fiber and mineral 
components of Asian greens are 
easily off the charts. I’ll leave it to 
you to research the possibilities.

So this is our commitment to you. We will work as 

diligently to help grow and protect your money as 

you did earning it. And help create a passionately 

disciplined plan designed to provide sustainable 

income for your riveting next chapter. Discover 

all that we can do for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

You stop working at 65.  
Your moneY stops  

working at 65.

this could be a problem.

You stoP WorkINg At 65.  
Your moNEY stoPs  

WorkINg At 65.

thIs couLD bE A ProbLEm.

©2010 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
10-BDMKT-0426 RJA 10/10

Scott R. Nickerson, AAMS

www.fortresswmrj.com

Associate Vice President, Investments

301 East Pine Street Suite 1100
Orlando, FL 32801

407-246-8895      
scott.nickerson@raymondjames.com

www.mycbfl.com

Oviedo Branches:
156 Geneva Drive, 407-365-6611
8305 Red Bug Lake Road, 407-366-4868

Winter Park Branch: 
7250 Aloma Avenue, 407-679-7000

Longwood Branch: 
410 Myrtle Street, 407-622-7142

• Business Expansion
• Real Estate Acquisition/Renovation
• Construction
• Equipment/Inventory Loans
• Seasonal lines of credit and more

Interest rates have remained low for a significant period of time as our nation has 
undergone countless financial challenges. But it is easy to forget that interest rates tend to 
run in cycles, and that today’s low loan rates won’t be around forever. 

The opportunity is great and the time is now to talk to our seasoned commercial loan 
officers who will handle your loan from start to finish with exceptional customer service. 

Making Business Plans? 
You Can Count On Us!

Todd Cluxton, VP, cell: 407-267-0949 
Tim Slattery, EVP, cell: 407-492-0680

160 East Broadway
PO Box 622143

Oviedo, FL 32765

Phone: (407) 365-3722
Fax: (407) 365-7786

www.signman.net
Computerized Laser & Rotary Engraving • Picture ID Name Badges

Vinyl Lettered Banners & Signs • Self-Inking Rubber Stamps
Magnetic Signs • Plaques & Awards • Large Format Printing

Phone: (407) 365-3722 • Fax: (407) 365-7786
(Located at the base of the Nelson & Co. water tower)

Tom Carey is the owner of Sundew Gardens, 
a you-pick gardening business in Oviedo. Visit 

the Sundew Gardens Facebook page.

Who 
isCarey>

Tom Carey

GARDEN
From my

to yours

Asian greens 

Families crowd the school for 
FCAT updates, PTA family 
nights, book fairs and musical 
productions. Whether they ar-
rive by pick up, Prius or by foot, 
parents care about what happens 
to their kids within the school 
walls, and the school cares about 
the childrens’ home lives. Our 
village puts its children first and 
this is why it feels like our heart 
is being ripped apart. This school 
is more than brick and mortar, it 
is a living entity. It cannot be cut 
into pieces, scattered about the 
county and expected to regen-
erate itself 6.2 miles away. We 
know as Solomon did, that you 
cannot divide a living thing and 
expect it to live.

Make your solutions and con-
cerns known. Give the Geneva 
PTA your ideas and support. 
Contact information for the Semi-
nole County School Board can be 
found at www.scps.k12.fl.us

Save the dates
At 6 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28, the 
Rural Heritage Center Annual 
Membership Meeting will be 

held, with pot luck dinner, free 
movie and door prizes. This or-
ganization serves our community 
and deserves our support. For 
more information, visit Rural-
HeritageCenter.net

Geneva's Annual Historical 
Bus Tour and Pancake Breakfast 
is coming up on Saturday, Feb.4, 
and reservations for those cov-
eted bus seats are going fast. Call 
407-947-4412 or email margieilj@
aol.com and leave your name, 
phone number or email, number 
of people, and which tour you 
prefer, 9:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. You 
will receive a call or email back 
for confirmation. Tours start and 
end at the Geneva Community 
Center and cost $10 per person.

Please share your thoughts about Geneva 
at 407-221-7002,  
kphillips@observernewspapers.com 
with “Stetson’s Corner” in the subject line, 
or fax 407-349-2800. Thanks!

This column is dedicated to Deputy Sheriff 
Gene “Stetson” Gregory, killed in the line of 
duty on July 8, 1998. Geneva will never be 
the same because of Deputy Gregory — it 
will be better.

Talk 
ToKaren>

STeTSOnS | Check out the bus tour
n coNTiNUeD FRoM Page 4
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Interests
This week in human history

Feb. 4, 1922 — 
The Ford Motor Company acquires the failing luxury automaker 
Lincoln Motor Company for $8 million. Ford’s son Edsel eventually 
helped to convince his father to drop his famous rule: “You can have 
any color, as long as it’s black.”

It wasn’t too likely they’d win 
Florida, let alone become the sec-
ond best tennis team in the nation. 
But the self-described “motley 
crew” did it. Without a profes-
sional coach or even much prac-
tice, and a team half the size of 
competitors’ and with some of the 
youngest in the tournament, they 
did it. 

“Our guys played completely 
against the odds,” Coach Brian 
Sephton said.

The Acers, made up of five lo-
cal tennis players and one from 
Miami, beat the odds last October 
to snag second place at the United 
States Tennis Association (USTA) 
Jr. Team Tennis National Champi-
onships, 14 and under intermedi-
ate category. They beat out 8,000 
other teams across the nation, and 
were one of 16 to make it to the 
tournament held in Arizona after 
winning sectionals in Daytona.

work alone, win together
But it wasn’t easy for the team. 
The Acers, while all friends and 
based in the same area, rarely 
practiced together. Most of their 
experience playing as a team and 
with Sephton’s guidance was dur-
ing the three months of matches 
they played to win Florida. Any 
time the team was together, it was 
to win a game. 

On their own, though, the play-
ers worked to sharpen their tennis 
skills.

“All of them achieved this un-
der their own steam,” Sephton 
said. “They’re out there on their 
own.”

One player’s mom said she 
saw that first-hand. While Nat 
Saffran’s friends were having fun, 
he was on the court.

“All that discipline paid off,” 
Pat Saffran said.

Rough starts
Many times during the finals, the 
chance at reaching the top felt like 
it would slip through their fingers, 
Sephton said. But they’d always 
pull forward, even during a three-
hour singles game for their player 
from Miami, Lucas Nickolich. It 
was a seesaw of emotions for The 
Acers.

“We watched it slipping away 
from us,” Sephton said. “And see 
them dig in and turn the game 
around and win.”

“You have to have mental 
toughness and physical tough-
ness,” Cecilia Tong, 12, a Lee Mid-
dle School student said. 

Friendship is essential
For the Acers, though, reaching 
even the semi-finals was a dream, 
and being top four was good 
enough for them — the highlight 
of the competition. Nat Saffran 
said he barely thought about the 

competition as he played with 
doubles partner Ben Sephton, both 
from Trinity Preparatory School. 
He only thought about what was 
happening on the court. Being 
best friends helps keep things in 
perspective, and brings some spe-
cial chemistry to their playing, 
they said.

“We’re a pretty solid team,” 
Ben said. “We just have a lot of 
fun on the court.”

That’s what makes this team 
so special, they all said — their 
friendships on and off the court. 
Instead of getting separate hotel 
rooms, the team and their parents 
all stayed in one big house. Al-
most like a tennis vacation.

“We’re all close, which is es-
sential for a team,” said Theressa 
Tong, 14, from Edgewater High 
School.

“Friendship … is part of what 

turns them into a cohesive team,” 
Sephton said.

There’s forgiveness when a 
doubles partner makes a mis-
take and encouragement when 
they play well — a key, they said. 
They’re certainly not a serious 
bunch, and most of their favorite 
tennis memories involved the sil-
liness behind the scenes, not the 
sweating on the court. Most on the 
team members have known each 
other for years, and Sephton has 
seen them grow as players and as 
friends to his son Ben. 

“It’s really a little bit like watch-
ing your own kids and friends 
playing,” Sephton said.

They’d love to stay together 
for this year’s USTA Nationals, 
but Theressa will be too old, so 
the team’s future is unsure. They 
hope to keep as many players as 
they can, and move up from the 
intermediate to advanced compe-
tition category. Now that they’ve 
done it once, the team knows 
what it takes to get there and is 
itching for another try. And why 
not, it’s their favorite thing to do 
in the whole world.

“I just love the sport,” said 
Kaylan Rotman, 14, from Lake 
Highland Preparatory School.

“I’d die if I didn’t play tennis,” 
Theressa said.

OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

CELEBRATING OVER 25 YEARS SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
Bernard S. Zeffren, MD
Eugene F. Schwartz, MD

Winnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-C
Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,

Orlando Magazine
for 7 consecutive years

Diplomates American Board of 
Allergy and Immunology

Evening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
407-862-5824  

Additional offices in Waterford Lakes, Hunters Creek & Orange City

2 locations 
in Seminole 

County

7560 Red Bug Lake Rd., Ste. 2064 
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-366-7387

www.orlandoallergy.com

Financial Aid if Qualified 

CenturaWorks.com
888-220-3219

Centura Institute.

Tennis aces win against the odds
The Acers tennis team beat out 8,000 
other teams to place second in the USTA 
Jr. Team Tennis National Championships

Brittni Johnson
The Voice

PhoTo by Brittni Johnson — The Voice

the Acers, from left, Cecilia tong, Kaylan Rotman, ben Sephton, Nat Saffran and Theressa Tong, pose with their with their 
USTA Jr. Team Tennis National championships trophy and banner.  Not pictured is Luca Nickolich, who lives in Miami.

Oviedo Antique Mall
55 Dealers! New 5,000 square foot antique & 
collectibles mall in downtown Oviedo.
Primitives, furniture, jewelry, lp albums, 
collectibles, coins, Antiquariam Books, & more

Open 7 Days! Limited Dealer Space Available

Kay Halley & other Halley’s Antiques dealers  
are now located at Oviedo Antique Mall

95 Geneva Dr. Oviedo, FL 32765 • 407-366-3668

For more information about the 
United states Tennis Association, 

visit www.usta.com

Learn more
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Family
Calendar

Chris LaRocca believes in family. 
Perhaps that’s why his customers 
feel that way when they enter his 
new fitness center, The Zoo Health 
Club, which opened last month in 
the Winter Springs Town Center. 

Bright and airy inside, the new 
gym lets the afternoon light in 
through windows reaching from 
the floor to the 20-foot ceiling. 
LaRocca and his staff are just as 
open and inviting as guests walk 
through the door. 

Built like the college football 
player he once was, LaRocca is a 
friendly, outgoing man who is ea-
ger to share his passion for fitness. 
As a 10-year cancer survivor, he 
knows what it means to struggle 
to reach a goal and how important 
good health is to a person’s over-
all well-being.

This “second chance at life,” as 
he calls it, has given him the op-
portunity to pursue his dreams. “I 
just love seeing and helping peo-
ple achieve their own health and 
fitness goals,” he said.

“What I love is seeing people 
have a good time,” LaRocca said. 
“Making it enjoyable is what it’s 
all about.”

The 6,500-square-foot gym 
features everything one would 
expect from a first-class center. 
Racks of gleaming chrome free 
weights stand along a mirrored 
wall as treadmills, ellipticals, stair-
steppers and cycles with hi-tech 
iPod-ready audio-video systems 
help keep hearts pumping in the 
middle of the gym floor.

But this isn’t just a bare-bones 
pump and run sweatshop. Zoo 
Fitness offers an assortment of 
classes from belly dancing and 

yoga to R.I.P.P.E.D., a total body 
workout designed to burn fat and 
build muscle.

The Zoo also features Zumba 
classes, the Latin-inspired dance-
fitness craze that’s spread na-
tionwide faster than the blister-
ing tempo of this pulse-pumping 
workout. LaRocca said the class is 
such a hit with his members that 
he’s thinking about adding a kids’ 
version called Zumbatomic in the 
near future. 

Located in the Town Center 
right in the middle of a growing 
family-oriented community, The 
Zoo Health Club is a perfect fit, 
said Oviedo-Winter Springs Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce 
President Cory Skeates. 

“It’s an impressive place,” he 
said. “It’s great because while peo-

ple are there, they are also visiting 
other shops, perhaps eating at one 
of the restaurants or visiting Pub-
lix before they head home.”

As a local resident from Ovie-
do, LaRocca really wanted this 
business to be part of a close-knit 
community. 

He recalled driving back and 
forth on the way to his kids’ foot-
ball and basketball practice, think-
ing that it would be a perfect place 
to follow his dream of opening a 
fitness center that would have 
family at its heart.

“I kept looking at this corner 
location,” he said, “and finally, it 
came to fruition.”

Winter Springs High School se-
nior Lauren Greed signed up with 
her mom during pre-enrollment 
before the gym even opened. 

“I come here every day,” said 
Greed. “It’s convenient and it’s 
nice to see the same people in 
here. I feel comfortable because 
it’s a smaller gym, so it’s more 
personal.”

Under the whir of two colossal 
fans hanging from the high ceil-
ing, members and staff chat easily 
with each other, offering advice or 
an encouraging word. 

“I’ve only been a member for 
one week,” Carmen Santiago said, 

“and already it feels like family 
here. The staff are so nice and they 
know my name,” she said.

Santiago used to drive to a gym 
in Longwood, but when it closed, 
she went looking for a new place.

“This one was just so close to 
home and it’s nice and clean,” 
she said. “Plus, you can’t beat 
the prices, it’s much cheaper than 
other gyms.”

Basic memberships begin at 
$15 and signing up for the Zoo 
Card plan offers benefits, such as 
free tanning and half price classes. 
Location also seems to be a sell-
ing point for many. According 
to staffers, some of the members 
even jog to the gym from home, 
or take advantage of the Seminole 
County trail system right outside 
the Town Center.

This formula of location, ser-
vice and family atmosphere is key 
to the new gym’s success, LaRoc-
ca said.

“We’ve been open six weeks 
and we are very pleased by the 
response,” he said. “Most of our 
new members have come by word 
of mouth. We had a vision for a 
mom-and-pop feel and that’s kind 
of where we would like to keep it, 
where the members know us and 
we know them by name.”

Oviedo VISION Center
875 Clark Street,Suite A

Oviedo, FL 32765
 www.OviedoVision.com

407.366.7655 

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Fashion Frames

Custom Contact Fittings

Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses

Treatment of “Red Eyes”

Treatment of Infections & Glaucoma

In-House Optical  Lab

Surgery Co-Management

CONVENIENT  • CARING  •  COMPETITIVE

Fresh Fruit

Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Vegetables

Thomas
Produce

110 Geneva Dr., Oviedo
(Across from Ace Hardware)

“Get Healthy From the Inside Out!”

Seminole County high schools are 
hosting Superintendent Bill Vogel 
as he presents the state of the 
public school system address. 
Find out about possible school 
closings and a tax measure that 
seeks to infuse the school cof-
fers.

Thursday, Feb. 2 – Lake Brant-
ley High School, 6 p.m., Audito-
rium

Thursday, Feb. 16 – Seminole 
High School, 6 p.m., Media Cen-
ter

A 24-hour softball game fund-
raiser will start at noon Satur-
day, Jan. 28, and end at noon 
on Sunday, Jan. 29, at Central 
Winds Park in Winter Springs. Visit 
hometorome.net for information, 
to register your team or contribute 
to fundraising. There’s a cost to 
participate, but it’s free to watch. 

seminole’s Got Talent finale is 
at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28 
at the Wayne Densch Performing 
Arts Center in Sanford. Call 407-
321-8111 or go to wdpac.com to 
purchase tickets.

The Race For hOPe 5k starts 
at 8 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 4, 
at Winter Springs High School. 
HOPE’s mission is to prevent and 
reduce homelessness in Central 
Florida by equipping individuals 
and families to become self-suf-
ficient through Housing, Outreach, 
Prevention and Education. Visit 
tinyurl.com/5KforHOPE for infor-
mation.

Seminole Towne Center welcomes 
the annual seminole County 
schools Regional Math, sci-
ence and engineering Fair on 
Saturday, Feb. 4. The countywide 
science fair includes the best 
projects from students in grades 
6-12. Award winners will be an-
nounced in the mall’s Center Court 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Oviedo Mall announces a live 
butterfly experience to support 
Children’s Miracle Network 
hospitals. Admission is $2. Visi-
tors can tour the butterfly house, 
interacting with more than 150 
butterflies in their habitat Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and noon to 5 p.m. on 
Sundays. Guests can take a photo 
with a butterfly, create butterfly 
crafts, view a life-cycle kiosk, and 
adopt-a-butterfly to take home. 
Call 248-885-0447 or visit butter-
fliesinthesky.com for details.

st. Luke’s Lutheran school is 
hosting an open house on at 8 
a.m. on Friday, Feb. 17. If you can-
not attend contact Sherry Abell, 
School Admissions Director, for a 
personalized tour of campus, at 
407-365-3228 or sabell@stlukes-
oviedo.org

Join Seminole County Natural 
Lands Program for guided hikes 
and programs throughout the 
county. For information, call 407-
349-0959. It’s $3 per person. 

Email calendar submissions to  
editor@observernewspapers.com

Fitness buff opens Zoo in winter springs
Allison olCsvAy

The Voice

PhoTo by isAAC BABCoCk — The Voice

orlando Cintron works out at Zoo health Club, which recently opened at the Winter Springs Town center. 

The Zoo health Club, 160 
Tuskawilla Road, ste. 1214, 

winter springs, which opened in 
December, offers memberships 

as low as $15 per month for 
individuals and $62.50 per month 
for a family of four. hours are 4 
a.m. to midnight, seven days a 

week. Contact them at 407-327-
1056 or find them on Facebook.

Learn more
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CHili Cook-off • MARCH 3
BALDWIN park• Orlando, Fl

PRESENTED BY PROCEEDS TO
BENEFIT

Target 10,000 - 14,000 
anticipated attendees

Amazing advertising exposure

Showcase your company  
and sell your product

Give back to your community

Think you make a mean chili?

Compete with national  
chili champions!

A chance to take home  
serious bragging rights

Great prizes and trophies

BE A SPONSOR BE A CHILI COOK

  

For more info on 

sponsorship, 

competing as a cook, 

or tickets... please 

call 407-777-8309

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reim-
bursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 
seventy-two (72) hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee for service, 
examination or treatment. Only valid when insurance coverage is not applicable.

407-977-7797
www.DoctorWestmoreland.com

Westmoreland Dental, LLC

Dr. Pamela Westmoreland
Family & Cosmetic 

Dentistry
Accepting Patients 3 and Up.

1941 W. CR 419 • Suite 1061
Oviedo, FL 32766

$75
Adult Exam 

& X-rays

$49
Child Exam, X-rays

& Cleaning
(Under 12)

With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers or Dental Insurance.

Expires 2/29/2012 D0150 D0210

With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers or Dental Insurance.

Expires 2/29/2012 D0150 D0272 D1120

Calendar
JAN. 27

early voting runs 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
daily through Jan. 28. Locations in-
clude the East Branch Library, 310 
N. Division St., Oviedo. Visit www.
VoteSeminole.org

The Jeanine Taylor Folk Art gallery 
hosts Matt Sesow’s “From the Gut” 
6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 27, at 211 E. 1st 
St., Sanford. This event is free. Visit 

www.jtfolkart.com

JAN. 31
Interested in networking? Join 
mPowerNetworking at 4380 Carr-
away Place, Sanford from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31. Bring plenty of 
cards! Call 407-455-4699.

FeBRUARY
Girl Scouts of all ages are engaging in 
Forever Green offering a leadership 
experience that makes an impact on 
the environment. 
• In February reduce waste by using 
reusable water bottles and bags.

FeB. 2
The Artistic hand gallery classes: 
painting and drawing, tile mosaic, 
clay, jewelry making and stained and 
fused glass start Feb. 2. Also offered: 
one-day glass blowing workshops. 
Call 407-366-7882.

The Oviedo-Winter Springs Regional 
Chamber of Commerce features Mil-
ton Champion, former director of 
Pari-Mutuel Wagering in Florida, as 
the speaker for its luncheon 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, Feb. 2, at the Oviedo 
Mall. Rates are $17 for members, and 
$22/guests. Visit www.oviedowinter-
springs.org or call 407-278-4871.

FeB. 3
The Aviation institute of Mainte-
nance hosts the grand opening of 
their new location in Casselberry on 
Friday, Feb. 3, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at 2725 S. U.S. Highway 17/92. Call 

407-896-2800.

FeB. 4
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church presents 
the UCF Wind Ensemble show, titled 
“something Old, something New, 
something Borrowed, something 
Blue” at 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4, at 
2021 W. State Road 426, Oviedo. Call 
407-365-3408 or visit www.stlukes-
oviedo.org 

The Geneva historic bus tour is Sat-
urday, Feb. 4, at 9:30 or 11:30 a.m. 
Seats are a $10 donation. Call 407-
947-4412 or email margieilj@aol.
com for tickets.
Enjoy the Pancake Breakfast at the 
Community Center from 8:30-11:30 
a.m. Feb. 4.  Tickets are a $5 dona-
tion to support the Geneva Historical 

Society. Have breakfast, then tour the 
museum free from 9-11 a.m. 

FeB. 7
The Seminole Audubon Society is 
offering a bird-watching course 
6-9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 3485 
N. County Road 426, Geneva. Cost 
is $30. Pre-registration is required. 
For information call 407-977-
4389. 

FeB. 9
Join the party Thursday, Feb. 9, for 
Sanford’s Pardi Gras Alive After 5 
featuring food and beverage sam-
ples, live music, art and community 
businesses. This event is every sec-
ond Thursday from 5-8 p.m. and is 
$7 per person. Call 407-302-2586. 

FeB. 10
The Love Your shorts Film Festival 
will return Feb. 10-12 at Wayne 
Densch Performing Arts Center in 
Sanford. The three-day event will 
feature short films up to 30 minutes 
each. Visit www.LoveYourShorts.
com

FeB. 12
The Luv 2 Run 5k benefiting Girl 
Scouts of Citrus will begin 7:30 
a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 12, at the 
Oviedo Mall. Registration is $25 
through Feb. 11 and $30 the day of 
(cash or check only). Visit http://ra-
cetimesports.com/luv-2-run-5k

Visit SeminoleVoice.com for more details. 
Email calendar submissions to editor@
observernewspapers.com

sanford Art walk
This month’s Sanford Art Walk features the photography of Reg Garner (Pictured is his “The Bridge to Nowhere”). 
This free event is from 6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 27, in Sanford. Visit www.sanfordartwalk.com

Cool beans
The All Around Geneva Relay 
for Life Team chili cook-off is 
from noon to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 28, at the Jolly Gator Fish 
Camp, 4650 E. State Road 46, 
Geneva. Registration is $5 in ad-
vance and $10 the day of. Call 
407-402-3993 or email mcon-
solato@bellsouth.net
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Grand Prize raffle
Choice of...
2012 ford fiesta S Sedan
12 day trip to alaska
$13,000 buckaroos!

H entertainment H
thurs - teen niGHt!  Winterfest idol

fri & Sat - Continuous live entertainment

auCtionS
Jewelry
Bicycles
Clothing

Electronics
Antique Dishes 

Baby Items

Books
Christmas Items

Sports Equipment
Furniture

Toys
Artwork

and muCH more!

Bingo  H  Kids Games  H  festival food  H  rides  H  Strawberry Pie Yum!

GiGantiC flea marKet
Jan. 27-29, 2012

Welcome all Bargain Hunters
to the Best indoor flea market!

fridaY, Jan. 27 - 7am - 5Pm
SaturdaY, Jan 28 - 7am - 5Pm
SundaY, Jan. 29 - 10am - 3Pm

Silent: Sat 2-5:00pm
live: Sat 7:00pmH

Carnival H food H familY fun
feb. 2-5, 2012

575 tuskawilla rd., Winter Springs  
www.st-stephen.com • 407-699-5683

feB. 2  

tHurSdaY

5 -10Pm Feb. 4  

SaturdaY

12Pm -m
idniGHtfeB. 3  

fridaY

5Pm -m
idniGHt

feB. 5-Sun

12-5Pm

rideS onlY

Continuous free parking shuttle available
UNLIMITED RIDE PASSES  AVAILABLE

1 tick
et = $2.00

Notes
New sweet stop

A new Menchie’s opened across 
from the Oviedo Mall at 8085 Red 
Bug Lake Road.

Biggest ever food drive
HOPE volunteers will be in the 
Oviedo Mall near Sears through 
Sunday, Jan. 29, collecting non-
perishable food items. All items 
will be counted/weighed, and the 
winner of the largest donation will 
be announced at 7 p.m. Jan. 31. 

UsTA honor for harkins 
The USTA selected Cindy Harkins 
of Longwood as a 2011 USTA Eve 
F. Kraft Community Service Award 
recipient. The award is given to 
individuals who perpetuate Kraft’s 
mission to bring the game of ten-
nis to everyone who wants to play. 
Harkins has been instrumental in 
the growth of the Seminole County 

tennis community by establishing 
Red Bug Park in 1976 and serving 
on the committee to develop San-
lando Park in 1978. 

Theater seeks desert 
fatigues

For its production of Irwin Shaw’s 
“Bury the Dead”, Theatre UCF 
needs Army apparel, particularly 
boots. They are seeking brown 
tone fatigues with a digital pattern. 
Used items are preferred, though 
new will be accepted. They cannot 
be returned. Contact the costume 
shop at 407-823-0593 or theatre.
ucf.edu

Gliders host Track Classic
The Central Florida Gliders, will 
host its Spring Track Classic on 
April 28 at Lake Brantley High 
School. The meet is open to teams 
or unattached athletes from youth 

through masters (30 and older). 
Marks and times in the open di-
vision can be used to qualify for 
Olympic trials. Visit www.cfgliders.
com Registration is online only at 
www.coacho.com. Entry fee is $6 
per event.

sChOOL News

Master of science 
awarded

Michelle Solano of Winter Springs 
was awarded a Master of Science 
degree during Creighton Univer-
sity’s winter commencement cer-
emony on Dec. 17.

Dean’s List
The following students have earned 
the distinction of Dean’s List at The 
Georgia Institute of Technology for 
fall semester 2011.
• Daniel Mongiove of Winter 

Springs
• Gloria Lozano of Oviedo
• Miles Brupbacher of Longwood

BiZ News

New associates
RE/MAX Town & Country Re-
alty located at 1315 Tuskawilla 
Road, Ste. 101, Winter Springs, is 
pleased to announce that David 
Coburn, Joseph Dionne and Mil-
lie Rivera have joined our office as 
real estate associates.

exclusive contract 
awarded

Stirling Sotheby’s International 
Realty has been named exclusive 
sales and marketing agents for a 
one-acre golf course estate home 
at Alaqua County Club, the private, 
gated community off Markham 
Woods Road in Longwood.

New Menchie’s
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Penny Gold threw away the first 
pair of Converse Chuck Taylor All 
Star sneakers she owned, but she’s 
spent the rest of her life making 
up for it. Seven hundred and thir-
ty three pairs later, she may own 
more Converse shoes than anyone 
else in the world. Just to be sure, 
she applied for a Guinness World 
Record on Jan. 5. She needed to 
rent a U-Haul truck to drive her 
shoes from her Lake Mary home 
to the counting ceremony.

“Hi everybody, welcome to my 
shoes!” she yelled toward a train 
of first-graders winding their way 
into the multi-purpose room of 
Maitland’s Jewish Academy of Or-
lando at about 10 a.m. Overflow-
ing from the tops of more than 20 
tables, a kaleidoscopic parade of 
Chuck Taylors perched a few feet 
off the floor. They’re used to this 
lazy existence by now. Each one 
of them waits an average of two 
years to take a walk. 

Gold, ever smiling, has worn 
almost all of them at least once. 
The morning of the official count, 
bursting with energy and sport-
ing an outfit that made more noise 
than even her voice, Gold wore 
a pair of shimmering size nine 
Chuck Taylor high tops the color 
of her name. They might as well 
have her name on them; for the 
better part of the last two decades 
teaching at the Jewish Academy, 
she could be recognized by any-
body staring at the floor.

But not on Jan. 5. As she paced 
the room, stopped every few 
feet by friends and gawkers who 
wanted to ask her which is her 
favorite pair, she passed by more 
than a few well-worn Converse 
on the feet of family, students, fel-
low teachers and random strang-
ers. In Gold’s world, Converse 
fever is contagious. 

In unlaced gray low tops, her 
son Lander was the one who 
called the Guinness Book of World 
Records. Their instructions: shoot 
photos of every pair, catalog them 
and do a public counting with sev-
en witnesses, or pay up to $10,000 
to have a Guinness official do the 
same. The choice was easy. Plenty 
of family and friends were ready 
to help. So on that cold morn-
ing after the holiday break, they 
trucked in more than 20 crates of 
shoes that had taken a month to 
inventory, and they started quan-
tifying Gold’s obsession. 

Across the room, Jewish Acad-
emy Principal Lynne Shefsky, 
shod in a pair of borrowed black 
All Stars covered in colored rings, 
talked to a reporter about the 
reach of Gold’s passion for a very 
particular type of shoes. 

“In the third grade, the kids 
had to wear Converse sneakers,” 
Shefsky said. “They knew it be-
fore they started.” 

Gold taught the third grade 
here while she traded curiosity 
for addiction. In the first 25 years 
of collecting, she may have picked 
up a few dozen pairs. In the last 15 
years, it’s been in the hundreds. 

Pretty soon after her collection 
edged beyond a pair for every 
day of the year, the kids started 
making a game of trying to catch 
her wearing the same pair twice. 
They kept journals and videos, 
hoping for the one day that their 
teacher would finally slip up. It 
never happened. 

That’s not hard to believe con-
sidering how often she picks up a 
new pair. She strolls into the Or-
lando area’s three Converse out-
lets once a week. She rarely leaves 
without new shoes. 

“Sometimes it’s only one 
pair,” Gold said. “But it’s usually 
more.” 

Her husband, Barry, had to re-
model their closet to fit the shoes, 
but he’s gotten used to the grow-
ing behemoth behind the closet 
door. 

“My clothes have to go in an-
other room,” he said. “But we’ve 
been married 40 years. This is 
nothing.” 

Finding the impetus to this 
madness takes a journey farther 
than Gold’s feet could carry her, 
all the way back to her childhood 
roaming the sidewalks of New 

York City. Every time she steps 
into a pair of Converse, she takes 
a step back in time to a hometown 
far away that gave birth to her ac-
cent and her passion. She laces up 
a pair, and all the sudden she’s 
home again. 

“They always reminded me 
of being a kid in Brooklyn,” she 
said. Back then her favorite shoes 
only came in red, yellow, black or, 
her first pair, white low tops. She 
outgrew those, but never outgrew 
her love for her favorite footwear. 

Everyone at the school knows 
about it by now. She’s the Con-
verse Lady. If anybody wants 
to buy her a gift, the choice is 
obvious. About 14 years ago Jill 
Braunstein, whose son Michael 
was in Gold’s class, bought a pair 
of hi-tops and spent hours sew-
ing buttons and baubles on with 
fishing line and lacing the pair up 
with tie-dyed ribbons, hoping to 
make Gold’s Hanukkah a special 
one. 

“I was overwhelmed,” Gold 
said. “I was jumping up and 
down, gave him a big hug.” 

But most of the shoes she’s 
bought on her own, which begs an 

obvious question that 7-year-old 
Benjamin Shapiro couldn’t help 
but ask: “How do you have all 
this money for all these shoes?”

It turns out she doesn’t. Shop-
ping for deals at the local outlets, 
she buys them for less than $25 
each most of the time. They’re 
always different. She wants a 
new pair every time. For a while 
it was pairs that were an hom-
age to AC/DC, Metallica or other 
famous rockers. She owns a pair 
made from see-through plastic. 
Another pair has eggs, sunny side 
up, adorning the ankles. 

But ask her what her favorite 
is, and that’s an easy guess. She 
strolls toward a pile of shoes at 
the front of the room to grab a 
pair of black hi-tops that read like 
a subway map. Just about where 
the old BMT subway line meets 
her left big toe is Lorimer Street 
station, where the train used to 
carry her home. Decades later, her 
shoes still do, every day, though 
the location has changed a bit. 

With the official count finished, 
she was all smiles as she greeted 
more visitors. A sign on a post 
in the middle of the room read 
“Conversalations, Penny”, seem-
ingly to pronounce some sort of 
finality to Gold’s quest. But will 
she ever stop? Never, she said. 

“Especially with my friends 
feeding the habit,” Gold said. “I 
hope to get to 1,000, but I know 
I’ll go over.”

Lucky for her, the Converse 
stores are always within shopping 
distance in Orlando. On Saturday 
she made her usual rounds, hop-
ing to find something she’s never 
seen before. They’re usually wait-
ing there for her, handpicked by 
Converse store employees. 

But before she could make it 
there, the employees had already 
brought her a gift: a pair of white 
hi-tops colored with a rainbow of 
signatures, congratulations and 
thank yous. Make that 734 pairs.
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lake Mary’s Penny Gold has spent a lifetime collecting Converse, which she officially counted on Jan. 5. 
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One senior Place opens Feb. 1
One Senior Place Director Karen Precord has 
finalized staff hiring in advance of the Wednes-
day, Feb. 1, opening of the revolutionary senior 
mall and resource center. The elder care servic-
es complex is located near Florida Hospital off 
Interstate 4 between state roads 434 and 436. 
More than two dozen senior and health care-
related businesses will have a presence at the 
newly remodeled facility at 715 Douglas Ave. 
in Altamonte Springs when the doors open. For 
more information about One Senior Place, call 
Karen Precord at 407-949-6733 or visit OneSe-
niorPlace.com

Painting class
The Lake Mary Senior Center hosts an Abstract 
Painting class from 1:30-2:45 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
27, at 911 Wallace Ct. Cost is $12. E-mail Rusty 
at rstywahl@bellsouth.net or call 407-688-

0537.

Tv studio audience needed
Studio audiences are needed for two Vital Liv-
ing Forums being filmed at Orange TV on Feb. 2. 
The first is an 8:45 a.m. episode on alternative 
health, and the second is a 10:45 a.m. episode 
on volunteerism. It’s free! Tapings will last 90 
minutes each. For more information, contact 
Mimi at 407-836-6563 or mimi.reggentin@
ocfl.net

Telephone bill assistance
The Link-Up Florida and Lifeline Assistance pro-
grams help make telephone service affordable 
to low-income customers in Florida. For info, 
visit http://tiny.cc/qjiw6

New census brief
The 65-and-older population represents a 

higher percent of the U.S. population than ever 
before. For more information, visit http://tiny.cc/
mkzyh

Aging in place report
Most older adults want to age in place in their 
own homes or communities. This report exam-
ines needed state policies, including integrating 
land use, housing and transportation; efficiently 
delivering services in the home; providing more 
transportation choices, particularly for older 
adults who no longer drive; and improving af-
fordable, accessible housing to prevent social 
isolation. Visit http://tiny.cc/m7j79 for more in-
formation.

Caregiving seminar
Counsel for Caregivers Seminar Series at the 
Orlando Public Library, Third Floor, Albertson 
Room, 101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, to be held 
At 12:10 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 16. The topic 
being presented is “Caregiving: Getting orga-
nized and asking for help.” Please RSVP to of-

ficeonaging@ocfl.net or 407-836-7446. 

vA care changes
The Department of Veterans Affairs last week 
announced a change in regulations that extends 
VA’s authority to pay for emergency care pro-
vided to eligible Veterans at non-VA facilities 
until the Veterans can be safely transferred to 
a VA medical facility. Visit visit www.nonvacare.
va.gov

Nominate a senior volunteer
The Home Instead Senior Care office, serving 
seniors in Orange, Osceola and Seminole coun-
ties, has announced the Salute to Senior Service 
program, which will include a search for the 
most outstanding senior volunteer in each state 
and culminate with the selection of a national 
Salute to Senior Service winner during Older 
Americans Month in May. Nominees must be 65 
years of age or older and volunteer at least 15 
hours a month. Nominations will be accepted at 
SalutetoSeniorService.com through March 15.

Gulf War Syndrome is often a 
mystery to the medical profes-
sion because there are so many 
varieties of symptoms. What 
happens in one veteran doesn’t 
happen in another. Even the 
source isn’t completely clear. 

Was it from the vaccines given? 
Bug sprays? Depleted uranium 
dust? How about the oil-well 
fires?

Or was it from something 
completely innocuous — the diet 
sodas? Aspartame is a sweetener 
that’s used in diet sodas. Cooks 
realized long ago that using it in 
recipes was a bad idea because 
the sweetener breaks down at 
high temperatures.

What happened to all those 
cases of drinks over in Iraq and 
Afghanistan? Were they kept 

chilled the whole way? Not 
likely. A better scenario is that 
they sat on the hot tarmac before 
being transported to a hot stor-
age area. The temperature at 
which Aspartame breaks down 
in a mere 85 degrees Fahrenheit, 
turning into chemicals such as 
formaldehyde and formic acid.

I’m not a doctor or a research-
er, but from reading the studies 
it looks like there are biologic ef-
fects from putting Aspartame in 
the human body. In the U.K. and 
Canada, special product labeling 

is required when the sweetener 
is used in food.

Is there a link between the 
ingestion of Aspartame and the 
symptoms of Gulf War Syn-
drome? Arguments exist on both 
sides of the issue. If you want to 
do your own research, put these 
all words in an Internet search 
engine: aspartame methanol 
formaldehyde formic acid. Look 
for the scholarly articles, not 
those a non-medical person has 
written.

If you are suffering with any 

of the myriad symptoms of Gulf 
War Syndrome, try cutting As-
partame completely out of your 
diet for one month and see how 
you feel. You’ll need to read the 
ingredients in everything you 
consume.

Write to Freddy Groves in 
care of King Features Weekly 
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Or-
lando, FL 32853- 6475, or send 
email to column reply@gmail.
com

© 2012 King Features Synd. Inc.
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Gulf war syndrome, diet sodas linked?

By Samantha Mazzotta

Reusing Wood 
for Flooring

Q:I’ve been watching some
home-improvement shows on

television lately that advocate
“green” building techniques,
including reusing wood from other
structures for a home’s wood floor-
ing, rather than buying new. What
do you think about this trend, and
how do I go about doing this? —
Larry in Tempe, Ariz.

A:Recycled wood flooring is a
good trend, in my opinion,

because rather than chopping down
live trees to supply the hardwood for
your floor, wood from many types of
disused structures or other sources of
salvaged lumber can be remilled to
give it a second life. There is some
concern that the current stock of high-
quality salvaged wood will run out
eventually, but no timetable has been
given for that.

Recycled hardwood is often of better
quality than new hardwoods. It’s been
curing for many years, resulting in a
tighter grain and more stability. Also,
much of the current stock of recycled
wood originally came from old-
growth forests, most of which either
no longer exist or are protected, and so
you’re getting high-quality denseness
and stability that most new woods
can’t match.

One thing it is not, however, is
cheap. Recycled hardwood costs

much more than new (Toolbase Ser-
vices estimates that it runs about $5.75
to $11 per square foot, while new oak
flooring runs about $3 per square
foot). Recycled wood also must be
installed by a professional.

Despite the cost, recycled wood

tends to be beautiful and durable and a
nice conversation piece at parties. If
you’re interested in having it installed,
many flooring contractors are able to
procure and install recycled wood.
You should check with more than one
contractor, though, get estimates, and
ideally work with someone who spe-
cializes in recycled wood-flooring
installation.

Send questions or home-repair tips
to homeguru2000@hotmail.com, or
write This Is a Hammer, c/o King Fea-
tures Weekly Service, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475.

© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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All types of
wood floors
need the same
type of care:
Wipe up liq-
uid spills
immediately,

don’t use harsh cleaners or oil
soaps, and sweep, dust mop or
vacuum regularly to prevent grit
from dulling the finish.

Dogs Help Vets 
Cope With PTSD

There’s new ammo in the hunt for a
fix for post-traumatic stress disorder.
For some veterans, the answers lie in
dogs.

But not just any dogs. Specially
trained dogs are being given to some
veterans suffering from PTSD, and in
many cases, it’s working.

When out in public, the dogs’ pres-
ence invites social conversation, yet
they will place themselves physically
between someone approaching and
the veteran, who is likely to still be
leery of contact. With the dogs, veter-
ans find that they’re able to leave
home without fear and can slowly
transition to a more normal life. Many
of the dogs are trained in prisons in the
Puppies Behind Bars program, where
they spend a year with specially
trained prisoners [www.puppiesbe-
hindbars.com]. 

To turn the tables a bit, a group
called Paws for Purple Hearts
[www.assistancedog.org] allows vet-
erans with PTSD to become trainers
for dogs that will assist veterans with
physical disabilities. Run by Bergin
University in California, the Paws
program gives a needed sense of pur-
pose to veterans with PTSD, as well
as the grounding and self-worth that
come from knowing they’re working
to help someone else. In this case it’s a
veteran with physical disabilities. For
more information, call PPH at 707-
545-3647 ext. 28.

Steps also are being taken to head
PTSD off at the pass, again using
dogs. Combat Stress Teams in Iraq
and Afghanistan are shipped over
with therapy dogs that quickly
become popular with service person-
nel. The dogs serve, among other
things, as icebreakers and stress
relievers, inviting conversations that
might otherwise not take place. 

For a real treat, do an Internet search
for Boe and Budge, two therapy dogs
that were sent to Iraq with a stress
team.

Write to Freddy Groves in care of
King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475, or send e-mail to columnre-
ply@gmail.com.

© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Athletics

On an up-and-down roller coaster, 
the Lions have been looking to 
break away from their break-even 
season. At 11-10 overall, the Lions 
have flirted with streaks in both W 
and L columns but haven’t man-
aged more than two in a row since 
opening the season undefeated in 
four games. 

With the district championship 
looming, the Lions will have to re-
verse their momentum in a hurry. 
Downed in two straight games 
against Lake Howell and Semi-
nole, they took on Winter Springs 
for their final district match-up of 
the regular season Jan. 25 at press 
time. 

With that out of the way, they’ll 
close out regular season play at 
home in three games, first against 
Lake Minneola at 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 
27, then hosting Lake Brantley at 
7:30 p.m. on Jan. 31, and finally 

East River at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 2.
District play will tip off at 6 

p.m. on Feb. 8 at Lake Howell. The 
hosts have been nearly even with 
the Lions for most of the season, 
with the two teams trading a win 
and a loss in two games so far. 
Overall the Silver Hawks have 
struggled a bit more with an 8-10 
overall record. 

Looking to make a comeback, 
the Winter Springs Bears have 
posted a 5-16 overall record, with 
only one win in district play. 

One team that’s had little to 
complain about this season is 
Hagerty (15-5, 7-4), closing in on 
the end of the season with only 
two losses since Dec. 14. Inciden-
tally two of those losses have been 
to district rival Lake Brantley, the 
most recent on Jan. 24 by a 53-49 
score. 

They may get a shot at a re-
match in the district champion-
ships, which start at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 7.

Thousands of fans mobbed the 
court, lifted A.J. Rompza into 
the air, and roared the name 
UCF over and over again Jan. 
18. The Knights were victorious 
over Memphis for the first time 
in school history, and three days 
later, they had another first, beat-
ing UAB for the first time in eight 
meetings. 

The Memphis win was de-

scribed as one of the most impor-
tant wins in team history, leading 
fans to storm the floor after the 
win, dancing with players at half 
court. 

"It was unreal," forward Keith 
Clanton said. "Everybody was 
out there having fun."

Seconds earlier the Knights' 
scrappy team captain had stolen 
a ball bound for a final shot at-
tempt by Memphis as the score 
stood 68-67 with the Knights nar-
rowly ahead. And as he turned 

with the clock ticking to zero and 
fired a final shot, the stands were 
already exploding with cheers.

But there was plenty of hero-
ics to go around in the final sec-
onds of the Knights' shocking 
upset of the Tigers. Down 63-
64, junior Marcus Jordan raced 
into the paint to fire a Jordanian 
acrobatic layup that fell to put 
the Knights back on top. Down 
again after a 3-pointer by the Ti-
gers, Keith Clanton leapt up for 
a layup while being fouled mer-
cilessly by the Tigers to tie the 
game. Clanton had only hit half 
his free throws all night, but on 
the ensuing foul shot, he sank 
what would be the winning bas-
ket with just four seconds left.

And as the clock ran out and 
Knights fans leapt onto the court 
to dance with their team, the 
Knights celebrated a victory that 
had been long in coming. In near-
ly a dozen meetings on the court, 
the Knights had never beaten the 
Tigers.

"We knew what it meant to the 
school," Jordan said.

Clanton and Jordan would 
lead the Knights in scoring. Clan-
ton had 23 points, 8 rebounds, 
3 turnovers and 2 steals on the 

This week in sports history

Feb. 9, 1971 — 
Pitcher Leroy “Satchel” Paige becomes the first Negro League 
veteran to be nominated for the Baseball Hall of Fame. He was 
inducted in August of that year. Joe DiMaggio once called Paige 
“the best and fastest pitcher I’ve ever faced.”

 

 
 

5K Run/Walk & 1 Mile Family Fun Run 
 

Get Hope, Get Moving 
To Help Find a Cure for Brain Tumors! 

 
Saturday, February 11th, 2012 

 
Harbor Park at Lake Baldwin 

4990 New Broad Street 
Orlando, FL 32814 

 
Registration 8am – 5k & 1m Fun Run 9am 

 

Register or Donate online: 
www.BrainTumorEvents.org/Orlando2012 

 

*Registration Fee: 
$20 per person; $25 per person after 1/28/12 through day of event 

 
For more information, 

visit www.MilesForHope.org 
727-781-HOPE (4673) 

 
 

Miles For Hope is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
 

 

  
 

 

 

Free Giveaways « Campus Tours « Cookout « Training Demos
FAA Approved A&P School.

2725 S US Highway 17/92 « Casselberry, FL 32707
 Call 407-896-2800 for more information. 

Knights grab historic conference wins
Isaac BaBcock

The Voice

Districts approach
Isaac BaBcock

The Voice

night. Jordan added 20 points 
and 2 assists.

The Knights needed every-
thing they had to stave off a late 
comeback by Memphis (12-6, 
3-1), which was down by as much 
as 13 points as the Knights pulled 
away early in the second half. 
But after a string of shots by the 
Tigers, they came within 2 points 
with 11 minutes left. After that, it 
was a struggle for the Knights to 
stay ahead.

But in the end, the Knights 
gritted out one of the most mem-
orable wins in team history.

"We've beaten some good 
teams," Jordan said. "We're just 

going to try and continue to win 
every game we play."

Three days later, they did just 
that, holding off UAB in a hard-
fought battle that ended 48-41. 
That low-scoring affair was near-
ly a high-water mark for UCF de-
fense, which held the Blazers to 
the third lowest score by an op-
ponent in team history. 

The streaking Knights (15-4, 
5-1) were in the national spot-
light Wednesday at press time, 
playing Tulsa on national televi-
sion. They’ll continue their C-
USA play with a return home to 
host Southern Miss at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday. 

PhoTo by Isaac BaBcock — The Voice

Fans lift captain a.J. Rompza after the Knights beat Memphis on Jan. 18. 
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Call 407-563-7026 or e-mail 
editor@observernewspapers.com to have The 

Voice visit your class or group.

Voices!

We asked kids what 
they liked about the 
Central Florida Scottish 
Highland Games, and 
the medieval times.

It’s fun to see different cultures to 
see how they dressed and lived, 
even getting dressed for battle. I like 
to look for costume ideas because I 
sew. I may try haggis today. When 
we went to England, we saw ancient 
ruins and Buckingham Palace. 
—kaylyn s., 10 years old

I’m into medieval 
weapons, armor, 
catapults and siege 
weapons. Here at the 
games I’m watch-
ing the blacksmith 
and the contests. 
It’s great to see the 
chain mail and the 
swords and bows. 

—Jonathon s. 
11 years old

I like the games 
when they toss the 
big rocks, and food 
like warm haggis 
and sausage rolls. I 
have visited Scotland 
and we saw castles, 
mountains, snow and 
sheep. It’s fun to see 
the plaid kilts.

—Victoria F. 
9 years old

I like the food espe-
cially baked apples. I 
don’t think I’d like to 
wear a kilt, but I do 
like the sheep and 
the herding dogs. I 
might like to live in 
medieval times and 
I like the music and 
the bagpipes. 

—Aleena O. 
7 years old

This is the second 
time I’ve been to 
the games and I like 
when they throw 
the huge poles and 
metal things in the 
air. If I lived in medi-
eval times, I would 
be big and strong 
and fight dragons. 

—Jacob M. 
9 years old

This week in political history

Jan. 31, 1950 — 
U.S. President Harry Truman publicly announces his deci-
sion to support the development of the hydrogen bomb. In 
1952, the United States successfully detonated “Mike” in the 
Pacific Marshall Islands. The 10.4-megaton thermonuclear device 
instantly vaporized an entire island.

One of the biggest eye-openers for me 
when speaking about how to get a job is 
when I am hiring. We recently started a 
search for a volunteer coordinator and it 
has been challenging to say the least. 

The instructions on the job advertise-
ment were simple: Please send a resume 
and cover letter with salary require-
ments. Of the more than 50 applications 
I received, only three had a cover letter 
and two put their salary requirements.

This meant I had to e-mail those who 
had potential and ask them to send their 
salary requirements. 

I set up all of my interviews by e-mail 
this time. A couple of people did not get 
back to me. Checking your e-mail is so 
important. Make sure you do not just 
delete your junk e-mail too. 

I did also receive a couple of “appli-
cants” by text or one-line e-mails. This is 
NEVER acceptable. 

I do have to say I was pleased with 
the first round of interviews. When we 
narrowed our candidates down, we 
found several qualified candidates.

There is only one position open so 
it means the other four interviewees 
will be not be hired by us at this time. 
We might love you in the interview, but 
someone else appeared to be a better fit. 
Don’t take it personally, just keep mov-
ing forward. If possible, stay in touch 
with the recruiter.

I was also pleased that everyone sent 
a thank you note to us. I was glad to see 
they took the time to follow up. 

So the lesson for today is in order to 
be seen, tailor your resume to the job, 
follow directions, and follow up.

eMPLOYMeNT
 Ask
Sandi

Sandi Vidal is the executive director for Christian HELP 
and the Central Florida Employment Council, with 
more than 10 years of recruiting and human resources 
experience. Please send questions about employment 
by fax 407-260-2949, sandi@christianhelp.org, 
or mail Ask Sandi C/O Christian HELP, 450 Seminola 
Blvd., Casselberry, FL 32707.

Talk 
ToSandi>

want a job? 
Read carefully

Vote santorum
Obama and the Democrats are tak-

ing our country over a cliff at 90 mph. 
Electing a new president who’ll just slow 
us down to 45 mph doesn’t seem like 
much of an improvement to me. We need 
someone who’ll stand on the brakes, crank 
the wheel over and turn things around. 
A president who will unburden our 
economy by rolling back the politicians’ 
spending spree by $5 trillion in five years, 
by repealing every $100 million-plus 
Obama-era regulation, and by reducing 
taxes to two rates, 10 percent and 28 per-
cent. A president who will require the end 
of deficit spending by passing a balanced 
budget amendment. A president who will 
free our health care from political control 
by repealing so-called “ObamaCare” and 
replacing it with reforms featuring com-
petition and choice for us. That’s why I’m 
supporting Rick Santorum for president.

—Jeffrey Payne
Winter Springs

Be ready for election Day
The League of Women Voters of Florida 

encourages all citizens to vote with con-

fidence during this year's three elections. 
The first election date is the Florida GOP 
Presidential Preference Primary on Tues-
day, Jan. 31. Early voting is until Jan. 28.

To make sure voters are as informed 
as possible about the process, the League 
offers these voting tips:

What happens on Election Day if my 
residential address is out-of-date?

Voters who have moved from one 
county to another, and who have not up-
dated their address with their Supervisor 
of Elections, could be handed a provision-
al ballot at the polls under Florida's new 
election law. You can change your address 
by simply calling your Supervisor of Elec-
tions before you get to the polls. 

I have heard that vote-by-mail ballots 
are not counted unless the election is close. 
Is that true?

False! Vote-by-mail ballots are actually 
the first ballots to be counted. By Florida 
law, supervisors can begin tabulating vote-
by-mail ballots 15 days before Election 
Day. Vote-by-mail results are not actually 
counted until after 7 p.m. on Election Day.

Where do I vote if I have been forced 
out of my home due to foreclosure?

The law states that you must vote in 
the precinct where you live on Election 
Day. Voters in a foreclosure situation have 
several options: any voter can vote early 
at one of several designated early voting 
sites in their county. There are no assigned 
precincts for early voting. In addition, 
you may request a vote-by-mail ballot by 
calling your local supervisor. The most 
practical option is to contact your supervi-
sor and update your residential address 
before Election Day so that is current and 
accurate. You can do this by phone. Then 
go to your assigned precinct for your new 
address on Election Day.

Update your voter status!
The League encourages Florida voters 

to be ready for all three elections in 2012. 
The League has made it easy. The League 
encourages voters to take action: update 
your voter record for address changes, 
name changes and updates to vote-by-
mail ballot requests. Visit BeReadyToVote.
org or VamosAVotar.org

It's democracy made easy!
—Charley Williams
Voter Service Chair,

League of Women Voters of Florida

Letters to the editor

Fighting the right to vote
Early voting is awesome. It 
reduces lines on Election Day, 
it allows for more flexibility 
for those of us who can’t sneak 
away from work or other 
responsibilities on a Tuesday 
and it generally promotes the 
democratic process. 

Early voting has also grown 
wildly popular with about a 
dozen states expanding the 
time frame for these early 
bird voters in the last decade. 
And more people are taking 
advantage. According to find-
ings by the Associated Press, 
early voters increased from 22 
percent in 2004 to 34 percent 
in 2008. 

Now about a half dozen 
states, including Florida, have 
passed laws that seek inexpli-
cably to reverse that trend. 

One of the major changes 
Florida voters will see this 
year is their early voting time 

period, which started Jan. 21, 
shrunk from 14 to eight days. 
Voting is also canceled the 
Sunday before Election Day.  

Within the broadest of 
terms these changes will af-
fect all voters identically, and 
that’s an easy talking point to 
stick to. In theory, everybody 
will have the same significant-
ly reduced opportunity to go 
to the polls. 

In practice, the story chang-
es dramatically. The numbers 
have already told us what will 
happen before the laws’ reach 
becomes more tangible to the 
voters come Election Day. 
More than 3.3 million Demo-
crats in the state flocked to 
the polls prior to Election Day 
during the 2008 presidential 
election compared to 810,666 
Florida Republicans, a USA 
Today report stated. 

Many of those early voters 

were minorities, the elderly 
and student voters, who are 
also known to be fans of early 
voting, from the polls. More 
than half of blacks in Florida 
cast their votes early in 2008. 
Given the data at hand, the 
effect of these laws, whether 
intended or otherwise, is obvi-
ous. To a Republican-dom-
inated legislature, the issue 
becomes terrifyingly black and 
white. 

Of course the law isn’t ban-
ishing early voting, it’s cutting 
it down from two weeks to 
one, still giving people plenty 
of time to get to the polls, say 
proponents of the new laws. 
Is a week versus two really 
so bad? There are 15 states in 
this country that don’t allow 
early voting at all. But that’s a 
group of late adopters that we 
should all see as behind the 
curve, not ahead of it. 

Yes, a week of early voting 
still provides ample time to 
cast a vote, no matter your 
race, creed or place in the 
world. But the fact that there’s 
any extra time to vote left 
after those laws are finished 
hacking away at it is a poor 
consolation for voters on 
the losing side of what has 
become a sadly partisan issue. 
Increasing Florida’s abysmal 
voter turnout rates shouldn’t 
be a partisan fight. But that’s 
exactly what’s happening. 

Given the obvious nature 
of the laws’ effect, those who 
drafted them already have 
put a finer point on these 
fractured politics for us: Those 
who disagree with the current 
Legislature should have less of 
a chance to say so. And now 
that forcibly silenced voice is 
no longer a political ideology; 
it’s the law.
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PLEASE MARK YOUR RESPONSE HERE:
Will you please review and respond as soon as possible? 
We are waiting for your approval.  Please NOTE:
this is NOT a second opportunity to design the ad.  Redesign 
changes may result in additional charges. Thank you!

1. Please circle A or B below:

     A:    I approve this ad as shown here

     B:   I approve this ad with changes as marked 
 (How many changes are marked? _____)

2. Please double check phone/address/names.

Phone & address are correct (initials here) ________

With this signature, I signify my understanding that payment 
for this ad is due per Advertising Agreement.

Signed ________________________________

Central Florida’s Trusted Source for Local Connections • Mailed to 87,500 Households Monthly

Since 1995

(407) 366-8696
Fax (407) 359-2118

P.O. Box 4548
Winter Park, FL  32793

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
This ad will appear in these areas and months.

____Waterford Lakes__________________ 

____College Park/Orlando______________ 

____Winter Park/Maitland_______________ 

____Sweetwater/Heathrow______________ 

____Tuscawilla/Wntr Sprgs _____________

____Oviedo__________________________
 
____Baldwin/Winter Pk. East ____________

X                   JUNE 2011

Colors may not be an exact match with final printed ad. 

X                   JUNE 2011

• NEVER Charge Overtime
• 35 Years Experience
• 24 Hour Service

A 
Better
Plumber

Commercial • Residential

407-644-4000

Leak detection and repairs

Whole house repipes

Irrigation

Drain cleaning

Hydro Jetting/Rootburning
Sewer Camera

Water heaters

Backflow testing

Fixture installs

Lic CFC1427645

X                   JUNE 2011

• NEVER Charge Overtime
• 35 Years Experience
• 24 Hour Service

AA SAME DAY GARAGE
DOOR SERVICE

Same Day Service Guaranteed

$ 10.00 Off

Any Double

Spring Replacement

FREE

Complete Door

Maintenance With

any Service

ORLANDO

407-780-1691

CAPE CORAL

239-574-7979

MIAMI

305-597-7399

• Broken Spring • Rollers • Hinges • Openers & Remotes 
• Keyless Entries • All Types of Door Parts

FREE
Complete Door 

Maintenance 
with any Service

407-780-1691
Orlando, FL

HODGES BROTHERS 
INC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Locally owned roofi ng company 

serving Central Florida since 1978. 
Offering Complete Residential 
and Commercial roofi ng and 

construction services.
Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Call for your free estimate.

407-650-0013
501 Hames Avenue. Orlando, FL 32805

info@hodgesbrothers.net
WWW.HODGESBROTHERS.NET

CCC042845CGC1518169

BE PREPARED 
THIS HURRICANE 
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Display.Classified.Online.Daily 

122 weeklies. 
�2 websites.   
2� dailies. 

Call now to diversify your advertising.
866.742.1373
www.Florida-Classifieds.com  

�gink ��tside tge ��ange. 

�ay it witg w��dsg ggapgigsg  and  pigt��es. 

Tom Carey
SundewGardens@gmail.com

“Homegrown always tastes better.”

Experience homegrown gardening: 
Plan your next fieldtrip to Sundew Gardens

TheMarketplace

ALLIED HEALTH 
career training

- Attend college 100% online. 
Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certi-
fied. Allied Health, 800-481-
9409

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT 
CASH NOW!!!

$$$ As seen on TV $$$. In-
jury Lawsuit Dragging? Need 
$500 - $500,000++ within 
48 hrs? Low rates APPLY NOW 
BY PHONE! Toll-Free 800-568-
8321

DRIVERS: RUN 5 STATE 
REGIONAL!

Get home weekends, earn up 
to $.39/mi, 1 yr OTR Flatbed 
exp. Sunbelt Transport, LLC. 
800-572-5489 ext 227

EARN COLLEGE 
DEGREE ONLINE

*Medical, *Business, *Criminal 
Justice. Job placement avail-
able. Computer available. Fi-
nancial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Earn College Degree 
Online, 877-206-5165

AIRLINES ARE HIRING
Train for hands on Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid 
if qualified - Housing available. 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance, 866-314-3749

HEAT & AIR JOBS - 
READY TO WORK?

3 week accelerated program. 
Hands on environment. Na-
tionwide certifications and Lo-
cal Job Placement Assistance! 
877-359-1690

Taylor Lawn Care
Family operated and Servic-
ing since 1983. Year round 
or Seasonal Service. Trim the 
hedges,Mow the Yard,Trim the 
Trees or Rototill the Garden 
- your the Boss. Contact Rus-
sel Taylor at 407-260-5240 
or Email Laboys@aol.com for 
FREE estimate.

20 Acres - 
Live on Land NOW!!!

Only $99/mo. $0 Down, Owner 
Financing, NO CREDIT CHECKS! 
Near El Paso, TX - Beautiful 
Mountain Views! FREE Color 
Brochure. sunsetranches.com, 
800-755-8953

NEED 13 GOOD DRIVERS 
TOP 5% PAY

& 401K. 2 mos. CDL Class A 
Driving Exp. www.meltontruck.
com

Driver - Weekly 
Hometime.

Dry and Refrigerated. Daily 
pay! 31 Service Centers. Lo-
cal Orientation. Newer Trucks. 
CDL-A, 3 months current OTR 
experience. www.driveknight.
com, 800-414-9569

HUGE DISCOUNTS WHEN YOU 
BUY 2 TYPES OF ADVERTISING!

122 weekly newspapers, 32 
websites, 25 daily newspa-
pers. Call now to diversify your 
advertising with Advertising 
Networks of Florida. 866-742-
1373

Portrait Packages
Marie Laws Photography 
serves all of the Central Florida 
Area. I specialize in Maternity, 
Family & Engagement Portraits 
since 2009. I now offer New-
born, Children & Individual 
Portrait Sessions. Every pho-
tograph should tell a story! For 
Portrait Packages & to view our 
Portfolio, please contact me! 
Marie Laws Photography, 321-
217-6599, marielawsphotog-
raphy@gmail.com

FORECLOSED 
MOBILE HOME

with land ready to move in, 
great value. Approx 1500 sq ft, 
3BR/2BA. Serious offers only, 
no renters. Call Mobile Home 
with Acreage, 850-308-6473

Brazilian 
Housecleaning 

Services
Brazilian house cleaner with 
more than ten years experi-
ence available. I am a single-
person operation and use only 
all-natural cleaning products. If 
you are seeking a dependable, 
hard-working professional to 
clean your home call 941-284-
5537 to arrange a free esti-
mate. Excellent references!

PREGNANT, 
CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?

We can help! Expenses paid; 
free counseling; open and 
semi-open adoptions; select 
a loving family; receive up-
dates on your child; confiden-
tial care. Jeanne Tate & Nicole 
Moore (agency attorneys). Lic 
#100019753. Call Heart of 
Adoptions, Inc, 407-898-8280

Housekeeper/
Janitorial Services 

Oviedo Area
Full Time Position, Duties vary 
daily due to priority set by em-
ployer. Applicant must like ani-
mals and be able to lift 50lbs. 
Applicants must also be able 
to pass a drug and background 
test. Benefits included, serious 
inquires only!!! Email Resumes 
contact@bonn-jcontractin.
com

EARN $1000-$3200 
A MONTH

to drive our new cars with ads. 
www.PaidDriven.com

RED GREEN LIVE
Experience this hilarious one-
man show. April 5th, Tampa 
Theatre (800-745-3000), April 
7th, News-Journal Centre, Da-
vidson Theatre, Daytona State 
College. (800-595-4849). 
www.redgreen.com

DRIVERS WANTED: 
CLASS A-CDL W/HAZMAT
Company & O/O’s Lots of 
Freight to move!! Call 877-
893-9645

ReAL esTATe: 
FOR sALe

ReAL esTATe: 
FOR sALe

heLP wANTeD

heLP wANTeD

eDUCATiON

PROFessiONAL 
seRViCe

FiNANCiAL 
seRViCes

ANNOUNCeMeNTs

ANNOUNCeMeNTs
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KFWS • MindGym
January 23, 2012 

—2—

KFWS • MindGym
January 23, 2012 
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