
Consistent visits, promises kept and quiet con-
versation bond a guardian ad litem volunteer 
with the children they serve. This connection 
spurs the volunteer to drop everything when the 
school calls that no one has picked the child up 
from school. Legally, a volunteer cannot trans-
port a child, but she’ll wait with him until some-
one comes.

Another day, the backseat of her car may be 
fi lled with balloons, presents and a chocolate 
cake to celebrate his birthday. A volunteer’s case 
may involve one child or several. It may require 
driving across counties if the child is moved or if 
siblings are separated. Guardians may determine 
that a child needs clothing, extra educational 
help or a psychological evaluation that neither 
the volunteer nor the child’s family can afford.

But like the children they serve, these volun-
teers are not alone.

Kids fi nd FRIENDS
As a state organization, the guardian ad litem 
program cannot directly accept fi nancial dona-
tions. But non-profi t organizations like FAACES 
and FRIENDS can do it for them. President Faith 
Shorthouse said Seminole County Friends of 
Abused Children started in 1990.

“We started as concerned citizens who real-
ized that many guardians ad litem had case 

needs that weren’t being met,” Shorthouse said. 
Last year the group discovered a 13-year-old 

boy who hadn’t been in school for three years. 
He was reading on a second-grade level. 

“He desperately needed tutoring,” Short-
house said. “Last year we paid for tutoring for six 
children and are looking for grants and resources 
like UCF students and retired schoolteachers to 
help more children.” 

FRIENDS’ community partners assist fi nan-
cially in providing services such as tutoring, 
summer camp, clothing, luggage, medical needs 
and holiday gifts to GAL children in need.

FAACES forms
As the number of children under court protec-
tion grew, another support group called FAAC-
ES (Floridians Advocating for Abused Children 
and Encouraging Solutions) was formed to focus 
on volunteer needs.

FAACES Director Blanche Pilnick has been a 
GAL volunteer since 2005. After raising six chil-
dren, she sought a way to help her community, 
starting the program in 2006 to provide fi nancial 
assistance for gas, fund enrichment education 
and provide meals during the mandatory certi-
fi cation training. The organization also provides 
fi nancial help for GAL volunteers to attend con-
ferences and the annual Guardian ad Litem day 
in Tallahassee to meet with state legislators. 

Volunteers attend enrichment training to 

The Kids House Klassic 10th 
annual golf tournament is 
1 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 16 

at Timacuan Golf Club. Visit 
www.kidshouse.org or call 

407-324-3036
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Online extra:
Oviedo Mayor Dominic Persampiere 
and Councilman Steve Henken 
were re-elected unopposed on 
Sept. 2. Qualifying for candidates 
ended, with no challengers qualify-
ing for either seat.

Visit SeminoleVoice.com for the story.
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Oviedian crosses the country 
to play an odd new sport

Sky baller > 8
Oviedo opens season with 
dominant win over Lyman

Lions roar > 12Top gun cop > 6
This fighter pilot turned cop 
has led an action movie life

WORD
ONONON THE

What’s your favorite 
thing about W.S.?

I like that it’s a small community 
and is very up kept. I also really 
like the limited traffi c here.

—Brad Morris

I like that it feels small, but we 
still have a lot of things here.

—Kim Meeks

It’s a quiet community with a 
low crime rate, and there’s not a 
lot of industry here. 

—David Beede

I love the parks and recreation 
here, and I really enjoy the trail 
nearby.

—Marcia Valladares

PHOTO COURTESY OF FAITH SHORTHOUSE 
Nonprofi ts struggle to give normal lives to kids whose parents are caught up in the judicial system. 

■ Please see GUARDIAN Page 3

Keeping promises

KAREN McENANY-PHILLIPS
The Voice

The last of a three-part series on the guardian ad litem program

As much of the Florida economy 
still stumbles to gain strength, one 
city is standing strong.

For the second year, Winter 
Springs gained the recognition of 
Money Magazine’s Best Places to 
Live list, and city offi cials are de-
lighted.

“We couldn’t be more proud 
for the recognition,” City Manager 
Kevin Smith said. “I think it’s a 
tribute to our leadership from our 
mayor, commissioners and city 
staff, but mostly I think citizens are 
what make this community great, 
so I think this award is fi rst and 
foremost a testament to them.”

Winter Springs ranked 97th in 
the list of 100.

Two key factors have helped 
the 33,700-population city gain this 
recognition: property taxes haven’t 
been raised and most city services 
haven’t been cut.

“One thing we are most proud 
of, in this downturn, we’ve seen our 
revenues decline by 28 percent and 
the number of employees has de-
clined by 20 percent, but we believe 
we’ve been able to manage through 
that trauma without any reduction 
of services to our citizens,” Mayor 

■ Please see MONEY Page 2

W.S. repeats 
in Money’s 
top 100 cities 

KRISTY VICKERY
The Voice

Top gun cop > 6
This fighter pilot turned cop 
has led an action movie life

Oviedian crosses the country 
to play an odd new sport
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This fighter pilot turned cop 
has led an action movie life

Oviedo opens season with 
dominant win over Lyman

Lions roar > 12
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THIS    WEEK THIS WEEK in history
Sept. 16, 1620 — 
The Mayflower sails from Plymouth, England, bound for the New 
World with 102 passengers. The ship was headed for Virginia, but 
stormy weather and navigational errors forced the Mayflower off 
course. On Nov. 21, the “Pilgrims” arrived in Massachusetts.
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Charles Lacey said. “So it’s nice that Mon-
ey Magazine came out and validated what 
our internal review already tells us.”

The median family income for the city 
is $79,713, below the Best Places to Live 
list’s average of $99,975. Job growth, low 
crime rates and high test scores are also 
contributing factors for the city’s rating on 
the list.

Cory Skeates, executive director of the 

Oviedo-Winter Springs Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, said the next hope for 
the city is to see more businesses coming 
to the area.

“I think our businesses are very close-
knit in the community, which really gives 
everybody a sense of well-being, and 
helps add to the fact this is a great place to 
live,” he said. “Eventually, we’re hoping 
to start making lists that say this is the best 
place to start a business.”

MONEY | Chamber hopes to grow city business
■ CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The article “Retail rebound” published on Aug. 26 incorrectly stated that the Winter 
Springs Town Center was incomplete. The Publix-anchored lifestyle center was com-
plete in 2002 and is part of a master-planned, mixed-use community development 
that is not complete (i.e. charter school, residential, future developments, etc.).

Also the following quote was misattributed to Andrea Lopez, vice president of Tran-
swestern Southeast Region, the Town Center’s management group: “Being located 
in a family-oriented community, repeat business by residents is how we grow,” she 
said. “It’s important for us to be involved with them, so they can be involved with us.”

Correction

Oviedo is back where it started in 2008 af-
ter City Manager Richard Gestrich resigned 
Aug. 22. 

“I’m looking for new challenges,” 
Gestrich said at the City Council meeting 
of his seemingly abrupt decision to leave 
the city.

Now the city is experiencing some déjà 
vu similar to a long and at times controver-
sial search for its city manager after former 
manager Gerald Seeber resigned in Janu-
ary 2008. Seeber left a hole that took the city 
nearly six months to fi ll, involving an in-
terim manager, a hiring process that stalled 
and then had to be restarted ending with 
the City Council picking its second choice, 
Gestrich, for its replacement manager. 

When he was offered the job in July of 
2008, Gestrich had indicated he planned 
to stay in Oviedo through retirement. On 
Aug. 24, he announced he had changed his 
mind. 

Why he resigned remains in question, 
though rumors quickly circulated that he 
had been caught trying to interview for an-
other job. Gestrich did not return a request 
for comment.

Councilman Keith Britton said that he 
respects Gestrich’s reasons for leaving.

“Things change, people reassess their 
career goals, and when it comes down to 
it, each person is responsible for what they 
want to accomplish in their career,” he said. 
“He said he wanted to move on to bigger 

responsibilities. That’s within his right to 
go and do.”

Mayor Dominic Persampiere said that 
the separation has been amicable and that 
he expects a smooth transition. 

“He’s just looking for greener pastures,” 
Persampiere said. “It’s easy that he’s not 
just leaving, so there’s a little bit of tran-
sition time. We haven’t had to rush with 
this.”

Gestrich’s resignation may have come 
with some inopportune timing, as the city 
is currently trying to fi nalize its budget for 
2012. That process ends at the end of Sep-
tember. 

Gestrich said that he expects to stay on 
with the city through Oct. 31. After that, 
he’ll act as a consultant to help with the 
transition and management issues. 

After the budget is fi nished, Persamp-
iere said that he doesn’t know how the city 
will go about replacing its manager, but he 
has some ideas. In the past two manager 
changes, the city has tried two different ap-
proaches. 

“There’s different ways of doing it,” he 
said. “You can hire a professional search 
fi rm, or you can do the search on your 
own. In 2003 we did the search on our own, 
and our interim manager fi ltered it down. 
Sometimes when you use the search fi rms 
it’s the same old roster. I don’t know if 
there’s a wrong way or a right way.” 

Oviedo holds off on 
manager search
City manager’s resignation leaves spot open Oct. 31

ISAAC BABCOCK
The Voice

■ Please see MANAGER Page 4
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•	 Political	bickering	in	Washington

•	 World	lost	faith	in	US	economy

•	 S&P	downgraded	US	credit	rating	to	AA+	
(13	countries	still	rated	AAA)

•	 Dow	Jones	dropped	below	11,000

•	 Near	record	low	Treasury	interest	rates

Why was August soCold?WHY WAS AUGUST SO COLD?

YOUR	PERSONAL	ECONO(ME)
DOESN’T	HAVE	TO	FEEL	SO	BLEAK!

Join us for a discussion on the current US Economy and the
impact it is having on your personal econo(ME).		
At the event you will learn about:

•	 The current economy and stock market storm

•	 	 Historic market returns after recessions and bear markets

•	 	 How your accounts rebound after a market downturn

•	 	 Strategies promoted by economist and AARPSM

•	 	 The impact of inflation on your retirement income

•	 	 Safe money strategies

Just for attending, you will receive a complimentary
“Personal Econo(ME) Report”.

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT!

Bob Adams	|	1-800-395-7481

The Winter Park Library
Melanson Room

Tuesday,Tuesday,Tuesday 9/13/2011		
2:00pm	–	4:00pm
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10:00am	–	12:00pm
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Guardian ad Litem Program

  18th Judicial Circuit

 www.guardianadlitem.org

   (407) 665-5370

learn the latest news about medications 
and issues such as cyber-bullying that im-
pact their children.

FAACES also coordinates appreciation 
events for the volunteers, like one planned 
for October.

“We know the volunteers put in blood, 
sweat and tears for the children,” Pilnick 
said. “They need a pat on the back.”

Stepping up
“We had a young teen who was supposed 
to attend a makeover session but at the last 
minute she didn’t have transportation,” 
Pilnick said. “FAACES provided the cab 
service so she wouldn’t miss it. We also had 
a teen whose family refused to give him 
copies of family photos. FAACES helped 
his GAL with the cost of making a photo 
album for him.”

Children under court protection often 
do not enjoy the same childhood experi-
ences that other kids do. Unstable families 
may not provide basic items such as school 
supplies, a backpack and clean, new school 
clothes. 

“The Heathrow Women’s Club has been 
a godsend,” Shorthouse said. “They recent-
ly supplied many school supplies for our 
kids. Sometimes a child is recommended to 
take martial arts to learn control and disci-
pline because they have anger issues. These 
kids have already lost part of their child-
hood, so to go to summer camp or have 
sports lessons means the world to them. We 
also have a secret Santa program that we 
organize for about 350 kids.”

Helping teens
Shorthouse said organizations such as 
Heathrow Women’s Club have been active-
ly supporting the GAL’s teens with dona-
tions to FRIENDS. The goal: to help them 
move into adulthood and fi nd a place to 
live on their own for the fi rst time. 

“In June we held a free shopping day 
… so they could fi nd items to set up their 
apartments,” Shorthouse said. “About 15 
young people attended and found items 
like sheets, pillows and dishes donated by 
the Heathrow Women’s Club.”

Pilnick and FAACES want to help build 
this bridge to independence, she said. 

“We are very concerned about children 
who are aging out of the system,” Pilnick 
said. “We need to get them ready for life 
even as early as 14, because many of them 
don’t want to be adopted and suffer from 
abandonment disorders. They believe they 
are in it by themselves and don’t want to 
be connected to anyone else. They need to 
learn how to cook, how to clean and the 
value of a dollar.”

Several local businesses participated in 
the annual Wine Tasting Event in August at 
Cork & Olive in Lake Mary, where $4,500 
was raised for the Guardian ad Litem chil-
dren.

Super Hero 5K
Florida Guardian ad Litem Volunteer of the 
Year Beverly Rich and Carly Griffo, event 
chairwoman for UCF sorority Kappa Alpha 
Theta, are organizing the fi rst Super Hero 
5K Run at UCF benefi ting the Seminole 
County Guardian ad Litem program on 
Saturday, Nov. 5.

“We hope families, friends and co-
workers will support this event as a walk 
or a run, as 100 percent of the money raised 
goes directly to the kids,” Griffo said.

GUARDIAN | Troubled teens learn independence
■ CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Learn more
Helpful links:

www.guardianadlitem.org
http://faaces.us

http://www.friendsofabusedchildren.org
www.thetagalsuperhero5krun.com
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Flags come out early in 
Geneva
I noticed American fl ags fl ying 
from porches and posts around 
Geneva as early as Labor Day 
weekend. Of course, it’s only 
been two months since we 
unfurled them for the Fourth of 
July celebration, so they are still 
within easy reach. This weekend 
we commemorate the 10th an-
niversary of Sept. 11, and having 
it fall on Sunday gives us more 
time for refl ection. Tragic events 
have the power to bring out the 
best and worst of human nature. 
Think back to 10 years ago, and 
it isn’t hard to remember that 
time that was both polarizing 
and unifying. Time is a fi ckle and 
funny fellow with a way of mak-
ing certain events seem as if they 
just occurred while others seem 
less crisp. Women talk about this 
concept as it relates to childbirth. 
The pain of labor is unimaginable 
and yet when the warm heartbeat 
of the newborn thumps strong 
against her body in innocent 
slumber, time does what some-
times only time can do: It heals 
and softens the agony, and life 
begins anew. 

Remember Sept. 11 with 
your family
I found it so fascinating during 
the weeks following the attacks 
that people came together in 
groups familiar and not. We 
found comfort in the company of 
those we love and a new connec-
tion with strangers in line at our 

neighborhood stores and even in 
roadside traffi c. We were bonded 
and a little more united than 
we had been in a long time. We 
wondered if the person next to 
us knew someone in Washington, 
D.C., or New York or Pennsylva-
nia. We watched as dazed and de-
termined people held up photos 
of their missing loved ones. Ten 
years later, we watch the widows 
and children of the victims who 
moved forward one moment at a 
time and now emerge in a place 
much different than they ever 
expected to be. At the time of the 
attacks, it may have been almost 
impossible to talk to your kids 
about the impact of that event. 
Ten years later, take some time 
to reconnect with the unifying 
moments of Sept. 11, the aspects 
of that time that made us better 
individuals and a better people. 
Talk to your kids about what they 
remember and the place Sept. 11 
holds in our country’s history.

Fish for a good cause
If you can’t get out and about 
on Sunday, take a drive over to 
the Jolly Gator Fish Camp on 
Saturday, Sept. 10. As they often 
do, the folks at Jolly Gator are 
having a fundraiser, and this 
fi shing tournament and fun 
day benefi ts the Stewart French 
family. In addition to the main 
fi shing competition, which starts 
at 6 a.m., there will be games, 
activities, kids fi shing, waterslide, 
raffl e, live music and barbe-
cue. Call 407-402-3993 for more 

information. This is the type of 
event that makes you feel great 
about small-town America, the 
rural zones that we love and the 
sense of community we share. On 
this weekend, take time to mingle 
with your neighbors, smell the 
fresh air and homemade food and 
reconnect with the best of your 
hometown.

Square dancing and 
dulcimers
Sunday, Sept. 11, is the day we 
celebrate Grandparents Day, fi rst 
declared a holiday in 1978 by 
President Jimmy Carter. Also on 
Sunday is our mountain dulcimer 
gathering at 1 p.m. at the Rural 
Heritage Center. If you want to 
practice, need help with tuning or 
just want to become familiar with 
this lovely instrument, come on 
over. Mary Jo Martin said there 
are many beginners. Come visit 
the Geneva Museum later from 
2-4 p.m.

Don’t forget Friday, Sept. 16, is 
a special night for square dance 
novices. Enjoy a free spaghetti 
dinner from 7-8 p.m. and dance 
lessons till 10 p.m. at the Rural 
Heritage Center. Call 407-542-
3799. It’s a great time to learn this 
fun tradition with other begin-
ners.

September is here, and the au-
tumnal equinox is not far behind. 
So that should mean cooler 
weather? When? We all are ready 
for a taste, but so far I don’t see it 
in the cards. Guess we just have 
to grind and bear it for a while 
longer.

Mall’s new tenants
Here’s an update on Oviedo Mall 
opening another store sign-
ing two leases. Guess you have 
noticed Go! Calendars, Games 
and Toys that opened its doors 
on Sept. 1. The new store offers a 
wide variety of calendars, games 
for children and adults, as well as 
toys, all in time for the upcoming 
holiday season. The store is lo-
cated between Sassy’s Bridal and 
Brookstone. The newly signed 
leases with openings expected 
in October include News Rack, 
offering assortment of news-
papers and periodicals as well 

as sundries, snacks and Florida 
lotto, and Effective Business 
Solutions, which will be offering 
computer and electronic repairs 
and services with a Microsoft-
qualifi ed technician on staff. The 
News Rack will be located in the 
food court taking over the former 
Starbucks space while Effective 
Business Solutions will be located 
in the west end of the mall in the 
Dillard’s wing, next to Allied Bea-
con Financial Services.

Honoring those lost
Coming Sunday, Sept. 11, at 3 
p.m. the First United Method-
ist Church of Oviedo is having 
a commemorative service to 
remember those who lost their 
lives in their efforts of rescue 
and recovery during the attacks 
10 years ago. Oviedo Fire Chief 
Lars White, Winter Springs Police 
Chief Kevin Brunelle and Cap-
tain Fred Hutton will be guest 

speakers. Police, fi refi ghters, 
paramedics and members of the 
military are encouraged to attend 
in uniform. The church will also 
provide child care during the ser-
vice. If you need more informa-
tion, please email jtaylor@fumco.
net or call 407-365-3255.

Newcomers party
The Newcomers of Central 
Florida Inc. will mark the club’s 
20th anniversary with a gala lun-
cheon and party at The Heathrow 
Country Club, 1200 Bridgewater 
Drive, Lake Mary, on Thursday, 
Sept. 15. The celebration will 
include balloons, door prizes, 
trivia contests, a tribute to the 
organizations past presidents, 
and a look at the club’s history 
and activities in Central Florida. 
Non-members and guests are 
also welcome to attend. Tickets 
are $23 and doors will be open at 
11:30 a.m. Advance reservations 
are required. If you need more 
information, please contact Tina 
Parrish at 407-359-1479 or email 
Parrish407@bellsouth.net or you 
can visit newcomerscfl .org

Insects after Dark
On Friday, Sept. 16, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
the National Lands Division will 

lead the Insects after Dark Hike 
at the Geneva Wilderness Area, 
County Road 426 on one of their 
most beautiful wilderness areas. 
Please register in advance; cost is 
$3 as space is limited. Ages 7 and 
older and children must be ac-
companied by an adult. For more 
information or registration call 
407-349-0959.

Walk the trail
There will be a walk on Satur-
day, Sept. 17, from 8:30-10:30 
a.m. at the Seminole County 
Softball Complex, 264 North 
St., Altamonte Springs, with 
the Mid-Florida Milers Walking 
Club. This club is a member of 
the American Volkssport Asso-
ciation and is sponsoring a walk 
on the Seminole-Wekiva Trail 
and the surrounding residential 
areas. Two distances available for 
participants: a 10K or a 5K and 
cost $3 for club members who 
want credit, free for all others. 
For more information, call 407-
695-9181.

OHS meets
The Oviedo Historical Society 
will hold is fi rst general meet-
ing of the new 2011-12 year at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 23, in the 

Memorial Building, next to the 
fi re station, on Central Avenue in 
downtown Oviedo. The Public is 
welcome, and light refreshments 
will be served.

Jazz concert
Come to the jazz concert from 
6-9 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 24, 
at Lake Concord Park, 95 Triplet 
Lake Drive in Casselberry. The 
event features saxophonists Ed 
Calle and Jessy J and guitarist 
Matt Shenk. Bring a blanket and 
chairs. Admission is free. For 
more information, call 407-262-
7700 ext. 1122.

A thought
“The everyday kindness of the 
back roads more than makes up 
for the acts of greed in the head-
lines.” —Charles Kuralt

CELERY
By Janet  Foley

th
e

Between

Stalks

Ready for a taste of cool fall weather

Send word to Janet Foley about 
events going on around town by 
emailing celerystalks@att.net

TALK 
TO JANET>

Please share your thoughts about 
Geneva at 407-221-7002, 
kphillips@observernewspapers.
com with “Stetson’s Corner” in the 
subject line, or fax 407-349-2800. 
Thanks!

This column is dedicated to 
Deputy Sheriff Gene “Stetson” 
Gregory, killed in the line of duty 
on July 8, 1998. Geneva will never 
be the same because of Deputy 
Gregory — it will be better. 

TALK 
TOKAREN>

The flags of September

Stetson’s 
   Corner

By Karen McEnany-Phillips

With Gestrich leaving the city on good terms, Persampiere said 
he thinks the city will weather the storm well. He said that Gestrich 
had been an effective city manager in his three years, but that the 
city will survive his departure. 

“He’s performed very well in his time served as our city man-
ager,” Persampiere said. “Would you fi nd small criticisms in any 
evaluation, yes. But his performance has been excellent. 

“There’s been shrinking budgets, shrinking services and in the 
end, things have worked out very well. But it’s not any one person 
who does this; it’s an entire team.”

MANAGER | Leaves on good terms
■ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

ARCHIVE PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Councilman Stephen Schenck talks with would-be City Manager Richard 
Gestrich in 2008. Gestrich recently resigned from his post in Oviedo.

Showtime season

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHELAN EBENHACK
The Orlando Repertory Theatre’s PowerChords perform at the Red 
Chair Affair, held at the Bob Carr Performing Arts Center on Aug. 27. 
Visit SeminoleVoice.com/photos/galleries for more event photos.
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I was experiencing excruciating pains in my right leg, and every day  
it became harder and harder to work.

The pain was becoming so severe that by the end of the day I had absolutely no energy and could no longer stay on 
my feet. My primary care physician referred me to Dr. Patel, a vascular surgeon at South Seminole Hospital. After 

consultation, Dr. Patel performed an ultrasound and diagnosed me with PAD (Peripheral Arterial Disease). In order 
to relieve the pain in my leg, I underwent a minimally invasive outpatient procedure that left me pain free by the next 

day. I now have more energy than ever and have the ability to do everything I wasn’t able to before. Dr. Patel and South 
Seminole Hospital changed my life for the better.      

At Orlando Health – our specialties define us and our family unites us. Family Is…Orlando Health.

Read more about this story and others at orlandohealth.com/stories

– Juan Rivera, Pain free and on the move

Connect with a physician today, call a  
Physician Referral Specialist at 321.8HEALTH

 -Nationally recognized ICAVL Accredited Vascular Lab
 -Physicians skilled in minimally invasive surgical procedures
 -High level of care in a warm, friendly environment
 -Access to specialized services through Orlando Health

| 555 W State Road 434, Longwood

Extracranial Cerebrovascular
Peripheral Arterial
Peripheral Venous
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INTERESTS
THIS WEEK in human history

Sept. 12, 1940 — 
A collection of 600 prehistoric cave paintings and 1,500 engravings 
are discovered near Montignac, France. The 5,000- to 17,000-year-
old paintings consisted mostly of animal representations. The Lascaux 
grotto’s main cavern is 66 feet wide and 16 feet high.

September is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, a great reminder to be proactive with your 

health. That’s why South Seminole Hospital created Health-in-One, a free men’s health fair. While 

you perfect your putt on mini golf holes throughout the hospital, enjoy complimentary wellness 

screenings and info booths at each stop, plus important lectures on prostate and colon health.

555 W. State Road 434
Longwood, FL 32750

southseminolehospital.com

Men’s Health-in-One
Event at South Seminole Hospital

11ORC174

The Course
• Free health screenings

• 11:00 am —  “Prostate Health” lecture 
   by Asad A. Sheikh, MD and 
   George F. Ellis, MD, MMM, FACS

• 12:30 pm —  “Steps to a Healthy Colon” 
   presented by Khristian A. Noto, MD

• Complimentary 
   BBQ samples from 
   4 Rivers Smokehouse

Tee Time
Saturday, September 24
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Follow Through
Health screenings and lecture are free, 

but a reservation is recommended. 

To register, call 321-8HEALTH 
(321.843.2584).

555 W. State Road 434555 W. State Road 434
Longwood, FL 32750

southseminolehospital.com

Follow Through
Health screenings and lecture are free, 

An F-14 fi ghter jet disturbs the 
quiet of a remote Iranian desert 
as it whips up a dust storm at 550 
mph just a few feet above the sand 
and streaks into the distance. Cue 
the theme from “Top Gun” as pi-
lot Joe Becker pulls back on the 
control stick, throws the throttles 
wide open and sends a blur of sil-
ver hurtling into the clouds. 

“It’s strange, because I have a 
real fear of heights,” Becker said. 
“You put me in a tall building 
and I won’t go anywhere near the 
edge.” 

Becker has spent the last 50 
years seemingly impervious to 
fear. You may remember him as 
the tenacious Maitland detec-
tive who twice campaigned for 

Seminole County Sheriff Don Es-
linger’s job and nearly won. But 
before he took his fi rst step onto 
the public stage in 1996, he had 
already spent the better part of 
three decades quietly living in a 
dangerous dream world. 

But three Hollywood movies’ 
worth of careers after his fi rst gut-
busting launch off the deck of an 
aircraft carrier, Becker may fi nally 
be cutting the afterburners on his 
life. 

As of the start of August, the 
71-year-old was offi cially retired. 
That term is used loosely here. 

A Renaissance cowboy
There are retirements and then 

there are retirements. Becker 
doesn’t stay retired for long. 

A few years after ditching 
medical school and earning a de-
gree in linguistics in 1962 — pick-
ing up three foreign languages on 
the way — Becker sent his life on a 
turbulent journey that would span 
fi ve decades, six continents and a 
gantlet of real life hero careers that 
would make Tom Cruise blush. 

“If you look at the things he’s 
done over his lifetime, he’s had 
several careers worth,” Maitland 
Police Chief Doug Ball said. “Usu-
ally one is enough. He was just 
that way. He really cared about 
what he did.”  

But if you ask Becker, he could 
very well have been a teacher or 
an architect if it didn’t come with 
a heaping helping of captivatingly 

humble confi dence. 
“I’ve had a pretty good run,” 

Becker said, absent any nods to 
the severity of the situations he’s 
managed to survive unscathed. 
“I’ve enjoyed my life.”

Becker’s direct, no-nonsense 
military bearing comes from de-
cades of experience in combat 
zones across the globe. The fi rm 

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Maitland detective Joe Becker still fl ies airplanes, but they’re no longer the F-4s and F-14 fi ghter jets of his past. 

■ Please see BECKER on next page

ISAAC BABCOCK
The Voice

End of an era for 
this top gun cop
Joe Becker leaves behind three 
careers’ worth of Hollywood movies
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Earn Cash by  
Recycling Your  

Kids Stuff
5420 Deep Lake Rd  

Suite 1064 Oviedo (next to Kohl’s)

407.599.5437  
www.cutiepatootiekids.com

J & B Used Auto Parts
10 Acre U-Pull-It Yard

17105 E Colonial Dr, Orlando, FL

407-568-2131

We Buy Cars And Trucks
Any Condition

No
Entry Fee

Open 
Saturdays

handshake and intent stare are 
born out of years of fi ghting for 
the upper hand. 

He fought in the Vietnam War 
from the sky. He fl ew secret mis-
sions in the Middle East. He trained 
the next generation of fi ghter pi-
lots in war zones. He helped run 
one of the largest military aircraft 
manufacturers in the world. He 
patrolled as a Seminole County 
deputy, then quit the force to run 
for sheriff — and nearly won. To 
stave off boredom, he volunteered 
as a detective on Maitland’s po-
lice force, then solved more cases 
than anyone in the department. 
He teaches friends how to pull 
dog-fi ghting moves in the sky as 
a hobby. He builds airplanes as a 
side job for fun. 

Top Gun
Becker’s military career started 
with a shouting match in a hall-
way. 

As the Vietnam War ap-
proached and a draft seemed 
imminent for Becker and one of 
his close friends, they decided to 
talk to a recruiter to improve their 
chances of getting an assignment 
they wanted. 

“I already had my mind made 
up that I was going to be a Ma-
rine,” Becker said. That plan was 
derailed when a loud interruption 
changed the course of his life.

What played out in that dimly 
lit hallway of the armed forces re-
cruitment offi ce in Jackson, Miss., 
started with a string of expletives 
and ended with Becker walking 

away from the doorstep of the 
Marine Corps and signing up for 
the Navy with an intimidating be-
hemoth of a master chief staring 
him down, he said. 

Within a few months, he was 
sailing around the world. 

“I’ve been on destroyers, subs, 
aircraft carriers, you name it,” 
Becker said. 

From the start of the Vietnam 
War until 1993, Becker did things 
that children only dream of in 
dangerous corners of the world 
that he ripped across at Mach 2. 
Before Hollywood dreamed up 
Maverick and Ice Man, he was 
fl ying the unfriendly skies in gue-
rilla dogfi ghts against Vietnamese 
MiG fi ghters. 

Escorting bombers through 
Vietnam, he watched as fi ghter 
jets popped up out of nowhere, 
guns ablaze, then dropped to 
just above the ground and sped 
off beyond the border of a no-fl y 
zone. He tangled with other fi ght-
ers and won, but the one that got 
away became a recurring theme in 
Becker’s life.

Most of his 20s and 30s are a se-
cret, played out in political pow-
der kegs in South and Southeast 
Asian war zones. 

“It was a highly classifi ed level 
of service,” Becker said. 

A hand in history
There are only two militaries in 
the world that ever fl ew the F-14 
Tomcat. Becker fl ew for one of 
them, and in the 1970s, working 
for military contractor Grumman 
Corporation, trained the other in 
the run up to a confl ict that de-

fi ned a region. 
In control by a monarchy un-

til the late 1970s, Iran grew in-
creasingly unstable until the Is-
lamic Revolution in 1979. By then 
Becker had already helped train a 
group of Iranian fi ghter pilots to 
fl y the F-14 under the reign of the 
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, 
who was friendly with the Unit-
ed States. The timing was poor, 
Becker said. Immediately after the 
Islamic Revolution, the United 
States imposed an arms embargo 
on Iran, which was then consid-
ered hostile. 

“I left the day (revolution 
leader Ayatollah Khomeni) came 
back,” he said.

He would work both as a Navy 
offi cer and as a contractor for 
Grumman until 1993, ascending 
to captain while running Grum-
man’s Southeast division. Then 
after 30 years, he left it all behind. 

Top cop
When he retired, he said some-
thing was missing.  

“There’s a certain camaraderie 
you get in the military that you 
just really can’t fi nd in the civil-
ian world,” he said. “The closest it 
comes is law enforcement.” 

At age 53 he signed up for the 
police academy. After decades in 
the military, he had stayed fi t. To 
this day, he runs fi ve miles daily. 
He trains for marathons in his 
spare time. 

“It’s unbelievable how physi-
cally fi t he is,” Ball said. “When 
I fi rst met Joe, I thought he was 
much younger than he is. He can 
probably run farther than most of 

us half his age.”
Four months after starting at 

the police academy, he was a dep-
uty sheriff with Seminole County. 
But soon that didn’t sit well with 
Becker. He disagreed with the 
way the department was being 
run and decided he wanted to be 
in charge. Rather than run against 
his boss, he quit the force, went to 
work as a volunteer detective for 
the Maitland police department 
and launched a campaign to be-
come Seminole County sheriff. 

Becker would lose that cam-
paign despite exit polling on Elec-
tion Day indicating that he would 
win by a landslide. 

He would stay with the Mai-
tland force for 17 years, closing 
more cases than anyone on the 
force. That’s a record that Ball 
confi rmed. 

“He had the highest clearance 
rates in the Maitland Police De-
partment,” Ball said. “And it was 
just a part-time job.” 

But for Becker, it wasn’t just a 
job. “It gives you a good feeling 
to know your work paid off, espe-
cially in crimes against people,” 
he said. 

He worked every type of case, 
from bank robbery to murder. He 
has his favorites, when he knew 
justice was served. 

In one case, a crooked plumber 
robbed an elderly woman’s house. 
It took months for Becker to fi nd 
the evidence he needed to take the 
suspect down and fi nd the stolen 
jewelry. 

“The whole time he was so 
confi dent, smiling like he was 
untouchable,” he said. “He’s in 
prison now.”

But then there’s the case that 
he can’t forget — the one he never 
solved. 

In 1997 a man was gunned 
down in Maitland’s The Ham-
let neighborhood. Suspects were 
questioned, but there was never 
enough evidence to charge them. 
The killer was never found. 

“Those people lost their son,” 
Becker said. “That was a shame. 
But you can’t solve them all.” 

He closed more than 300 cases 
by the time he was fi nished, in-
cluding a dozen major felonies 
including murder and rape.

Plotting a new course
Now that he’s done with another 
career, he’s at yet another cross-
roads. 

“He’s not the kind of guy who 
goes home to sit on the front porch 
and watch the sun come up,” Ball 
said.  

He still fl ies the plane he built 
with his own two hands, taking 
off from his small airfi eld in Ge-
neva and circling the skies above 
Lake Harney. 

He also bought some land in 
Montana near the Canadian bor-
der. The views run for miles to-
ward mountains in the distance. A 
river runs through it. 

Maybe he’ll put a camper there 
some day then explore the land, he 
said. He doesn’t quite know yet. 
He plans to take off to somewhere 
soon, destination unknown. 

“I guess I’m kind of in a hold-
ing pattern,” he said. “But Central 
Florida will always be my home.” 

And while he waits, the skies 
above it will be his playground.

BECKER | Longtime fighter pilot became volunteer cop to keep busy, closed most cases in the department
■ CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Top 10 soil improvement tips, 1-5

Tom Carey

GARDEN
From my

to yours

Note to editor: Since I usually write my col-
umns on Mondays, and this Monday being La-
bor Day, I’ve decided to take it easy and rewrite 
an old column of mine printed in the Aug. 3, 
1995 Oviedo Voice (today’s Seminole Voice). 
Amazing how these ideas are timeless!

As we approach the end of summer, 
preparations should be under way to start 

our 10-month gardening year. The founda-
tion to all our agricultural endeavors is 
based on the quality of our soil. Starting 
with Florida sand, here are a few steps to 
take to ensure our gardens grow as well as 
we can hope.

1. A gardener’s shadow is the world’s 
best fertilizer. Spread your shadow around 
the garden at least fi ve minutes each day. 

Keep some compost or tea handy just in 
case you do see a crop that needs extra 
attention. Water is called the poor farmer’s 
fertilizer. Armed with a water hose while 
visiting the garden for a few minutes is an 
economical way to triage stressed crops. 

2. Compost as a fertilizer is way too 
easy not to make yourself. Piles, barrels, 
bins or even kitchen scraps turned directly 
into the soil are just a few of the ways to 
make compost. The four components of 
compost are chopped material, densely 
built pile, managed moisture and billions 
of micro-organisms. It’s up to you how 
frequently you turn the pile.

3. Compost tea poured onto the root 
zone adds and invigorates soil life. Simply 
mix several handfuls of compost in a 
bucket of water, let it sit for a few days, 
and the magic is yours to distribute. (Be 
careful not to grow mosquito larvae while 
steeping this tea.) I have purchased bagged 
cow manure compost at the nursery center 
when I was low on homemade compost. 

4. Fish emulsion and seaweed concen-
trates supply a whole spectrum of trace 
elements to a garden soil in liquid form. 

I am not a fan of foliar feeding, since this 
may cause leaf diseases. Apply these 
liquid ocean-borne fertilizers with buckets, 
watering cans or a hose-bib siphon feeder.

5. Mineralize the soil with rock dust 
powders. Dolomitic limestone provides 
calcium in a slow release form. Rock 
phosphate and potassium-rich green sand 
are natural sources of vital soil nutrients. 
Our sandy soils are what remain when all 
the mineral nutrients are washed out after 
eons of thunderstorms.

Editor: Guess we’ll have to wait until next 
week for the other fi ve tips. That shouldn’t be a 
problem since we’ve already waited 16 years for 
a reprint of these.

Tom Carey is the owner of Sundew Gardens, a 
you-pick gardening business in Oviedo. Visit the 

Sundew Gardens Facebook page.

WHO 
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Have community 
news delivered 
right to your 

inbox

NEW
S Subscribe to our free e-mail 

newsletter today!
Visit SeminoleVoice.com
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name like Sky Ball, he was skep-
tical. But once he got out on the 
court, slid on his smash glove and 
started playing, he realized Sky 
Ball was no joke.

“Don’t blow it off, this is an ac-
tual sport,” Stein said. “It’s very 
tough, very physical.”

“It’s not just a one-sport game,” 
teammate Melvin Cobb said. “You 
learn all different sports just by 
playing it.” 

Surprise pick
After a day dribbling, shooting 
and scrimmaging, Stein was cho-
sen out of more than 125 hopefuls 
to play for the Tampa Dragons, the 
fi rst team of four throughout the 
country. Other teams are based in 
Los Angeles and Austin, Texas, as 
well as Sky Ball creator Brian Kes-
sler’s hometown of Youngstown. 
The tournament, played in July 
in Los Angeles, awarded the win-
ning team $40,000. 

At fi rst, Stein couldn’t believe 
he was chosen — he’d decided to 
go to the tryout on a whim. They 
announced the members “Ameri-
can Idol” style, calling people to 
the front and then saying if they 
made it or not. Making the team 
seemed too good to be true, he 
said.

“He was so giddy,” said Lind-
sey Hummell, Stein’s girlfriend. 

Connecting with viewers
It all became real, though, when 
he was handed free tickets to Cali-
fornia and boarded a plane for the 
fi rst time. Then there was seeing 
himself on TV, another fi rst, but 
one he said he loved even if he felt 
silly at times. 

“I laughed at some of the things 
I said,” he said.

And that’s one draw for view-
ers: relating to the players, said 

Danny Swartz, co-creator of the 
game. 

“You’ll fall in love with the 
characters,” Swartz said.

That’s just what they did, too. 
Stein said his favorite moment 
was after the game as he was ty-
ing his shoe, a little boy from the 
audience came over to ask him for 
his autograph. When he looked up 
after giving the fi rst autograph, 
there was a line of excited kids 
waiting to talk to him. This was 
a taste of the future he hopes to 
have, as a public role model for 
kids after establishing a career in 
television and fi lm. 

“I made their day,” Stein said. 

A sport for anyone
Although they’re all athletically 
inclined, the Sky Ball players are a 
diverse group of people. Teams in-
clude men and women, and they 
range in age from 18 to 43, and in 
heights from 5 feet to a basketball-
tall 6-feet-7-inches.

“You don’t need to be a supe-
rior athlete,” Swartz said. “Any-
body can play.”

The creators hope to make this 
a sport played in colleges, at fra-
ternity and sorority houses and in 
families’ driveways. There could 
be a future for it on TV already — 
Swartz said they’ve grabbed close 
to one million views a week so 
far — and have next season in the 
works. 

“I think it’ll blow up,” Stein 
said.

Imagine the format and fast pace 
of basketball, combined with a 
little baseball, volleyball and la-
crosse, played with a ball that can 
bounce up to 75 feet in the air, and 
you’ve got Sky Ball. 

Oviedo’s Blake Stein, 20, sur-
vived the fi rst season of the un-
usual and brutally fast-paced 
sport at the fi rst Sky Ball League 

Tournament in July, now set to 
air on “Sky Ball League,” on local 
sports networks Saturdays and 
Sundays.

The co-ed sport was designed 
around Maui Toy’s Sky Balls, 
which are four inches in diameter 
and made out of a special combi-
nation of plastic and rubber and 
pumped with a mix of oxygen and 
helium for extra bouncing ability.

To Stein, this sounded like a lot 
rolled into one sport, and with a 

Family
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Oviedo VISION Center
875 Clark Street,Suite A

Oviedo, FL 32765
 www.OviedoVision.com

407.366.7655 

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Fashion Frames

Custom Contact Fittings

Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses

Treatment of “Red Eyes”

Treatment of Infections & Glaucoma

In-House Optical  Lab

Surgery Co-Management

CONVENIENT  • CARING  •  COMPETITIVE

160 East Broadway
PO Box 622143

Oviedo, FL 32765

Phone: (407) 365-3722
Fax: (407) 365-7786

www.signman.net
Computerized Laser & Rotary Engraving • Picture ID Name Badges

Vinyl Lettered Banners & Signs • Self-Inking Rubber Stamps
Magnetic Signs • Plaques & Awards • Large Format Printing

Phone: (407) 365-3722 • Fax: (407) 365-7786
(Located at the base of the Nelson & Co. water tower)

Tom Carey
SundewGardens@gmail.com

“Homegrown always tastes better.”

Experience homegrown gardening: 
Plan your next fieldtrip to Sundew Gardens

The Second Florida International 
Piano Competition is Sept. 5-11. 
Twenty-two world-class pianists 
from around the world (18-32 
years old) vie for cash prizes (total-
ing $40,000) at Trinity Preparatory 
School, culminating in the fi nals 
on Saturday, Sept. 10, at Bob Carr 
Performing Arts Centre. For more 
information, visit www.FloridaPia-
no.org or call 407-645-2525.

Smithsonian Day, Saturday, Sept. 
24, is being celebrated for the third 
time at the both the Rural Heritage 
Center and the Museum of Geneva 
History. Museums and heritage 
centers nationwide are open with 
free entrance on this day. The day 
at the Rural Heritage Center will 
include art, music, entertainment, 
food (barbecue), an archeological 
display and more from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m.

Come to the Central Florida Zoo 
for the annual “Fiesta del Coquí”
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 24-
25 and party with the coquí with 
live music, crafts and activities, 
demonstrations and much more 
celebrating the Hispanic culture. 
Celebrate this tiny frog of Puerto 
Rico. Call 407-323-4450 exten-
sion 136.

Seminole Towne Center events 
for September:
Sept. 10: Project Green Recycling 
Event, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Center 
Court, presented by Keep Semi-
nole Beautiful
Sept. 10: Kidgits Party at Berry 
Berry Teddy Bear Co. – Celebrate 
Berry the Bear’s Birthday, 2 p.m.-
4 p.m. inside the store.
Sept. 17: Cruisin’ for a Cure with 
Crazy Hair, Walk-a-Thon and Si-
lent Auction at Hot Heads Salon, 
begins at 10 a.m., register today 
at Hot Heads Salon for $10/walker
Sept. 18: Bounce House for Simon 
Kidgits Club Members – 1-5 p.m., 
Center Court
Sept. 24: Sunburst Beauty Pag-
eant, 5:30 p.m., Center Court
Sept. 27: Kidgits Birthday Party 
(for Sept. Birthdays), 5:30-7 p.m., 
Food Court
Visit www.simon.com

The Orlando Repertory Theatre 
presents “Sideways Stories from 
Wayside School” through Oct. 9. 
At this school, strange encounters 
and skewed adventures are on 
the lesson plan. Adult tickets are 
$17, youth (17 and younger) are 
$11, and seniors (55 and older) 
and students are $15. Call the box 
offi ce at 407-896-7365 ext. 1 or 
visit www.orlandorep.com

The Simon Scholars School Re-
ward Program allows shoppers to 
earn points for a school each time 
they visit Seminole Towne Center 
and purchase items through Nov. 
30. Each receipt can be taken to 
the Simon Guest Service Booth, lo-
cated in center court on the mall’s 
lower level. Participating schools 
include Highlands Elementary 
(Winter Springs), Indian Trails 
Middle (Winter Springs) and Partin 
Elementary (Oviedo). Call 407-
323-1843.

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Blake Stein, 20, hits the airwaves in the fi rst season of “Sky Ball League”.

Sport takes fl ight
“Sky Ball League” recruits an Oviedo 
athlete for its fi rst season on Fox Sports

BRITTNI JOHNSON
The Voice

Learn more
For more information about Sky 
Ball or to buy gear and register 

for updates on tryouts, visit sky-
ballleague.com. Catch “Sky Ball 
League” on TV every Saturday 

and Sunday on Fox Sports Prime 
Ticket and Fox Sports Florida. 
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Elected offi cials and representatives 
from the city of Altamonte Springs 
and the YGRIN team presented a cer-
emonial check to The Foundation for 
Seminole County Public Schools. A 
total of $20,629.85 was raised dur-
ing an 11-day community fundraising 
event, “Fireworks 4 Energy,” held in 

July to provide 4,000 backpacks and 
supplies. 

School news

DePaul University announced that 
Katherine Mendoza of Winter Springs 
made the Spring 2011 Dean’s List.

Robert George DeMeola of Oviedo 
earned a Master of Business Admin-
istration degree from Benedictine 
University.

The Broadcom Foundation and So-
ciety for Science & the Public an-
nounced Nikhil Patel from Sanford 
Middle School is one of 300 middle 
school students named semifi nalists 

in its fi rst Broadcom MASTERS com-
petition. Visit broadcomfoundation.
org/masters

The Master’s Academy in Oviedo
purchased a 35-acre Christian camp 
in the Sebring area. An independent 
appraisal performed on the camp re-
fl ected a value of about $1.7 million 
and the school was able to purchase 

it for about $400,000.

Congratulations to Dumarie Rodri-
guez-Dillard for her selection as the 
2011 Outstanding Assistant Principal 
for Seminole County Public Schools. 
Rodriguez-Dillard has worked as a 
teacher, dean of students and as-
sistant principal at Sanford Middle 
School since 2001.

The University of Central Florida’s 
incoming freshman class includes a 
UCF-record 74 National Merit Schol-
ars. The 3,700 freshmen boast an av-
erage high school GPA of 3.8 and an 
average SAT score of 1240.

Biz briefs

Beverly Rich, of Orlando, was recent-
ly named Florida Guardian ad Litem 
Advocate of the Year by the Statewide 
Guardian ad Litem Program. For more 
information regarding the guardian 
ad litem program, call 407-665-5370 
or visit guardianadlitem.org

Casselberry dentist Dr. Timothy 
Chatterley assisted the people in his 
community who wanted to whiten 
their teeth. For $20, patients received 
upper and lower whitening trays and 
two tubes of whitening gel. All the 
proceeds from Chatterley’s teeth-
whitening special were donated to 
the Second Harvest Food Bank.

On Aug. 17, the Alafaya Walmart 
Neighborhood Market presented 
a donation of $23,763, the highest 
amount in the nation for Neighbor-
hood Markets, to Greater Orlando 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospi-
tals.

The Rural Heritage Center added a 
new assistant executive director to its 
staff: Nicole Durling of Chuluota.

Calendar

Notes

Gallery and Studio

New classes! New teachers!
Teen/Adult classes begin Sept. 26
Children’s classes begin Oct. 10

For more information, call Del 407-366-7882
353 North Central Avenue, Oviedo

Painting/drawing• 
Throwing on the wheel• 
Children’s & teen/adult clay• 
Jewelry making• 
Tile mosaic• 
Art of stained & fused glass• 
One day workshops in glass blowing• 

Register 
Now!

OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

CELEBRATING OVER 25 YEARS SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
Bernard S. Zeffren, MDBernard S. Zeffren, MD
Eugene F. Schwartz, MDEugene F. Schwartz, MD

Winnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-CWinnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-C
Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,

Orlando Magazine
for 7 consecutive yearsfor 7 consecutive years

Diplomates American Board of 
Allergy and Immunology

Evening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
407-862-5824  

Additional offices in Waterford Lakes, Hunters Creek & Orange City

Evening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

2 locations 
in Seminole 

County

7560 Red Bug Lake Rd., Ste. 2064 
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-366-7387

www.orlandoallergy.com

www.drpurvigandhi.com

Dr. Purvi Gandhi
Licensed Psychologist

Located Near Waterford Towne Center
11715 Orpington Street, Suite C

Orlando, FL 32817

407.380.7123

v Services for individuals, families, and groups

v Treating most common mental health issues

v Using mind-body techniques for healing

v Free 15-minute phone consultations

Fresh Fruit

Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Vegetables

Thomas
Produce

110 Geneva Dr., Oviedo
(Across from Ace Hardware)

“Get Healthy From the Inside Out!”

SEPT. 9
The Shabbat Groove Elul is 7:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 9 at UCUMC, 1395 
Campus View Court in Oviedo. Email 
youbelong@templeshirshalom.org

SEPT. 10

There’s a Fishing Tournament & 
Family Fun Day Benefi t for the Stew-
art French Family on Saturday, Sept. 
10, at Jolly Gator Fish Camp, 4650 E. 
State Road 46, Geneva. The fi shing 
starts at 6 a.m. Weigh-in is 2 p.m. 
Call 407-402-3993.

Dinner & Movie Night at the Geneva 
Bijou is 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 10. It’s 
a $5 donation per person ($3 dona-
tion for kids). It’s at the Rural Heritage 
Center, 101 E. Main St., Geneva.

Head over to TJ’s Seafood Shack at 
197 E. Mitchell Hammock Road in 
Oviedo for a Low Country Shrimp 
Boil on the patio on Saturday, Sept. 
10 from 5-9 p.m. There will be live 
music performed by “The Retreads”.

SEPT. 11

Orlando’s inaugural Travis Manion 
Foundation’s 9/11 Heroes Run is 
7:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 11, at Cen-
tral Winds Park, Winter Springs. Visit 
www.911heroesrun.com 

A 9-11 Anniversary Memorial is 
8-9:15 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 11 at Win-
ter Springs City Hall, 1126 E. State 

Road 434 in Winter Springs. The 
speaker is former Attorney General 
Bill McCollum. Call 321-303-8915.

On Sunday, Sept. 11 from 2-4 p.m. 
the Seminole Audubon Society 
(SAS) program will be “Water-wise 
Landscaping” and the “Wekiva Prom-
ise”. The free meeting is at Seminole 
County Library, 150 N. Palmetto Ave., 
Sanford. Call 407-977-4389.

The Steinway Society’s fall concert 
and piano gifting is Sunday, Sept. 
11, at 2:30 p.m. at the Wayne Densch 
Performing Arts Center, 201-203 S. 
Magnolia Ave, Sanford. The event is 
free. Call 407-339-3771.

SEPT. 12

The September chapter meeting of the 
Cuplet Fern Chapter, Florida Native 
Plant Society is 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 12, at Sanford Garden Club, 200 
Fairmont Drive, Sanford. The program 
is “Where oh Where Warea?” It’s free. 
Call 407-302-7616.

SEPT. 13

“Cooking Seafood for Your Health”
is 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 13, at 
Seminole County Extension, 250 W. 
County Home Road, Sanford. Learn to 
prepare healthy, safe seafood meals. 
Cost is $10. Register by calling 407-
665-5560.

The Seminole State College of Florida 

Fine Arts Department’s fi rst monthly 
ArtsMatters program will feature a 
lecture on the traditions of East Indian 
music on Wednesday, Sept. 14, from 
12:15-1 p.m. at Fine Arts Concert Hall 
(building G). It’s free. Visit www.semi-
nolestate.edu/arts

SEPT. 15

Newcomers of Central Florida’s
20th anniversary gala luncheon and 
party at Heathrow Country Club, 1200 
Bridgewater Drive, Lake Mary, is 
Thursday, Sept. 15. Tickets are $23. 
Reservations are required. Visit new-
comerscfl .org

Free landscape class “How to Build 
a Rain Garden” is Thursday, Sept. 15 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Seminole 
County Extension Auditorium, 250 W. 
County Home Road, Sanford. Pre-
register by calling 407-665-5575 or 
emailing fyn@seminolecountyfl .gov

SEPT. 16

The Kids House Klassic, 10th An-
nual Golf Tournament, is 1 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 16, at Timacuan Golf 
Club, Lake Mary. Sponsorships and 
foursomes are available. Visit www.
kidshouse.org or call 407-324-3036.

SEPT. 17

Cuplet Fern Chapter, Florida Native 
Plant Society will host a fi eld trip at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, at Lake 
Griffi n State Park, 3089 U.S. 441/27, 

Fruitland Park, to see Clasping Warea. 
It’s free. Call 407-302-7616.

St. Luke’s Concert Series Presents 
The Brass Band of Central Florida’s 
“Brass en Fuego” at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 17. It’s free. 
Call 407-365-3408 or visit www.
stlukes-oviedo.org/concert-series

Author Patti Leudeman Chiappa will 
host a book-signing event for her 
Christian fi ction novel, “Sara’s Jour-
ney”, from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 17 at Bethel’s Book & Bible 
Store, 818 S. Sanford Ave., Sanford.

On Saturday, Sept. 17, the Seminole 
Audubon Society kicks off the sea-
son with a three-part fi eld trip outing 
in Volusia County that begins with a 
guided pontoon boat trip. Visit www.
seminoleaudubon.org

SEPT. 18

Sundew Gardens presents “Intro-
duction To Keeping Chickens”
workshop from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 18 for $15/person at 2212 
Red Ember Road, Oviedo. At 9, 10, 
and 11 a.m., they will repeat the lec-
ture portion of the workshop. RSVP to 
Sundewgardens@gmail.com 

ONGOING

The Oviedo Mall will host TheDaily-
City.com Oviedo Food Truck Bazaar 
from 5-9 p.m. Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 

13, Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 11, April 8 
and May 13.

The Winter Springs Farmers Market
is every Saturday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at  the Winter Springs Town Center. 
Visit WinterSpringsFarmersMarket.
com

The Oviedo Farmers Market is the 
fi rst Saturday of every month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. on the grounds of 
the Historic Lawton House, 200 W. 
Broadway St. Visit OviedoHS.com

The Planetarium at Seminole State 
College of Florida will host the fol-
lowing: “Central Florida Nights,” 
presented from 8:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 16 and Sept. 30. “Fire 
of Creation: The Maya” will be pre-
sented from 8:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. on 
Fridays, Sept. 9 and Sept. 23. “Terra” 
will be presented from 8:30 p.m.-9:30 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sept. 10, Sept. 17 
and Sept. 24.Visit seminolestate.edu/
planet or call 407-708-2360. 

Orlando’s Magical Dining Month, 
presented by Visit Orlando, show-
cases 60 restaurants offering three-
course prix-fi xe dinners for $30 dur-
ing the month of September. Visit 
OrlandoMagicalDining.com

Visit seminolevoice.com/events for  
details. Email calendar submissions 
to editor@observernewspapers.com
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TV anchor Ben Aycrigg was taking a break 
in the station’s lobby before his 6 p.m. 
newscast when he saw the smoke billow-
ing into the sky. 

The clock read 5:30, and he knew there 
was no easy way to get the story — an 
apartment building in fl ames across town 
— on the evening news in less than an 
hour. But Aycrigg loved a challenge. 

He quickly dispatched the traffi c heli-
copter to fl y over the scene with a photog-
rapher. But the airport was too far away 
to get the photos in time, so he had the 
photographer drop the fi lm off — from the 

passenger seat of a helicopter — down into 
some woods by the station. 

They had the story, in about 30 minutes, 
all before news trucks with satellites could 
send images back to their news stations.

“And that was doing something really, 
really fast,” said Aycrigg, 85, a Maitland 
resident. “Now, that would be nothing, 
but then….”

That story epitomizes what he found 
most exciting in his 35-year broadcasting 
career. He loved the time crunch, the rush 
of getting news to viewers quickly and 
with the newest technologies and strate-
gies possible. 

Man of distinction
He was the face of WDBO-Channel 6 news 
(now WKMG), where he started in 1961, 
and was dubbed the “Walter Cronkite of 
Orlando” by many who watched him as 
the lead anchor each evening. 

Last month, Winter Park High School in-
ducted the 1944 graduate into the school’s 
Circle of Distinction, which has been hon-
oring outstanding alumni since 2006.

ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE 

395 Alafaya Woods Blvd., Oviedo, FL 32765
407-977-8786

ALF License No. 9235, 9308, 9307   www.slm.net/SCOviedo1 Signature property of 

Located on a beautiful campus setting, our two Savannah Court
communities provide full assisted living services while Savannah
Cottage offers a secured residence for those with memory loss.  

• Restaurant Style Dining Experience
• Vibrant and Extensive Activities Program
• 24/7 Well Trained and Caring Associates 
• Laundry, Housekeeping and Linen Services
• Scheduled Transportation and Fun Outings
• Individualized Services and Care 

Call us today, stop by for a visit, join us for lunch, or all 
of the above!  You are always welcome at Savannah Court and
Cottage of Oviedo.

MEMORY CARE RESIDENCE

Where hospitality is truly a way of life!

Savannah Court and Cottage 
of Oviedo

ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE 

395 Alafaya Woods Blvd., Oviedo, FL 32765
407-977-8786

ALF License No. 9235, 9308, 9307   www.slm.net/SCOviedo1 Signature property of 

Located on a beautiful campus setting, our two Savannah Court
communities provide full assisted living services while Savannah
Cottage offers a secured residence for those with memory loss.  

• Restaurant Style Dining Experience
• Vibrant and Extensive Activities Program
• 24/7 Well Trained and Caring Associates 
• Laundry, Housekeeping and Linen Services
• Scheduled Transportation and Fun Outings
• Individualized Services and Care 

Call us today, stop by for a visit, join us for lunch, or all 
of the above!  You are always welcome at Savannah Court and
Cottage of Oviedo.

MEMORY CARE RESIDENCE

Where hospitality is truly a way of life!

Savannah Court and Cottage 
of Oviedo Located on a beautiful campus setting, our two Savannah Court communities provide full assisted 

living services while Savannah Cottage offers a secured residence for those with memory loss.

You are always welcome at Savannah Court and Cottage of Oviedo

• Restaurant Style Dining Experience
• Vibrant and Extensive Activities Program
• 24/7 Well Trained and Caring Associates

• Laundry, Housekeeping and Linen Services
• Individualized Services and Care

You are always welcome at Savannah Court and Cottage of OviedoYou are always welcome at Savannah Court and Cottage of Oviedo

Where hospitality is truly a way of life!

www.savannahcourtoviedo.com

395 Alafaya Woods Blvd., Oviedo, FL 32765
407-977-8786

ALF License No. 9235, 9308, 9307

Join us on Saturday, September 17th at 11:30 am 
at Savannah Cottage for a Build a Burger Social

SENIOR VOICE
THRIVE @ 55 AND BEYOND!

Learn more
For more information about the Winter 

Park High School Circle of Distinc-
tion Foundation, and to get a form to 

nominate someone, visit https://www.
ocps.net/lc/east/hwp/school_info/Pages/

CircleofDistinction.aspx.

PHOTO BY ROGER SCRUGGS
Anchor Ben Aycrigg, left, interviews Vice President George Bush at the Kennedy Space Center Press Site 
in 1981 for WDBO TV 6. He was considered the most knowledgeable reporter on the space program.

Retired WDBO anchor Ben Aycrigg was honored for his 35-year 
radio and television career, including space program coverage

BRITTNI JOHNSON
The Voice

Orlando’s newsman

Ed L’Heureux, Circle board member 
who nominated Aycrigg, said it’s impor-
tant to recognize those who meant so much 
to the community, such as Aycrigg, whom 
residents might have lost track of since he 
retired.

The face of news
Aycrigg became a celebrity in town, his 
daughter Elizabeth Lowe said. Then, ev-
eryone could say the unfamiliar-sounding 
last name. At his start, as a Rollins College 
speech-student-turned-radio-drama-char-
acter, that certainly wasn’t the case. 

In his radio debut, as the credits were be-
ing read, “Ben Ay-grugg” popped out of the 
announcer’s mouth. Not correct.

“My fi rst appearance in broadcasting 
was a fl op,” he said with a smirk. 

Reporting history
But of course that didn’t last. Through the 
years, Aycrigg was able to interview presi-
dents and see the fi rst experiments in color 
TV. He covered the opening of Disney in 
Tokyo, and he was fl oored as his broadcast 
was sent around the world to the CBS sta-

■ Please see LEGEND on next page
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Suzanne W. Babineau, a resident of Dennis and Yar-
mouth, Cape Cod, Mass., for more than 50 years, passed 
away peacefully surrounded by her loving family follow-
ing a brief illness Aug. 19. 2011.

Suzanne was born in Attleboro, Mass., and graduated 
from Attleboro High School. Shortly afterward she moved 
to the Cape and would start a family. She worked as a 
real estate broker for 40 years, most recently at Today 
Real Estate in South Yarmouth following several years at 
Reef Realty in West Dennis. Many of the people whom she 
worked alongside and many she helped to fi nd and buy 
homes became her lifelong friends. She was a devoted 
Christian and a member of St. Pius X Church. She loved 
sitting out in the sun and was a talented cook and artist.

She is survived by her children: Jody-Lyn Babineau 
of South Dennis, and Jeffrey E. Babineau (and wife Jane) 
of Oviedo, Fla.; a sister, Jane Paquette of Attleboro; fi ve 
grandchildren: Alyson Lee and Louis V. Almonte; Keith 
and Derek Bisgounis; and Luke Babineau; and one 
great-grandson, Leonardo Vincent Almonte. She was pre-
deceased by her parents, Helen and Dale Worrall, atop 
whom her ashes will rest, and by her brother, Dale O. Wor-
rall. She also leaves many loving nieces and nephews, 
and friends across the Cape and beyond.

She was a doting and devoted grandmother, attending 
important social functions, school concerts and sporting 
events, always fi nding ways to show her support. Her ad-
vice, her wisdom and her presence followed one central 
theme: Love. (Really, who sends cards with $10 inside on 
Halloween?) For that, Grandma Sue, your grandchildren 

are forever thankful.
We are born and 

one day we depart this 
earth, and to Suzanne, 
it was of utmost impor-
tance how she fi lled the 
“dash” between those 
dates. She fi lled it with 
incredible kindness and 
grace, with caring, with 
endless generosity, and 
by always fi nding ways 
to make the lives of her 
family and friends rich-
er. Whether she joined 
friends on a weekly MLS realty tour or in Hyannis at The 
Captain’s Table, she was smiling, laughing and enjoying 
the people she was around. In the end, she faced death 
with courage and dignity and great faith in a new life that 
awaited her. She was thoroughly and thoughtfully de-
tailed, and in a letter she left her children, she wrote she 
had lived a good life. And certainly along the way, she 
touched so many others and helped to make their lives 
better, too.

A memorial service was held at St. Pius X Church in 
South Yarmouth on Aug. 25. Suzanne’s ashes were laid 
to rest in Attleboro. In 1988, Suzanne faced breast cancer 
and defeated it.

In lieu of fl owers, it is requested that a small donation 
be made to the American Cancer Society.
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Corporate Office:
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Winter Park Branch:
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For Once, It’s Good To Have 

A BUMP IN 
THE ROAD.

www.mycbfl.com

36-Month Bump 
Certificate of Deposit

1.25%
Annual Percentage Yield*

Central Florida’s Largest Fine Arts Gallery

221 South Knowles Ave
Winter Park

MOVING SALE! 25-50% off 
everything in the Gallery!

407-622-0102
www.FredlundGallery.com

We offer:
• Art Consultation
• Framing

• Installation
• Restoration

• Pack and Ship
• Gallery Rental

J & B NEW AUTO REPLACEMENT PARTS 
LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN

CALL US TODAY @ 407-568-2131 
OR  1-800-432-2952

17105 E. COLONIAL DR.     ORLANDO, FL 32820

WINDOW REGULATORS - NEW HEADLIGHTS 
- NEW TAILIGHTS - SIDE MIRRORS - HOODS - 

FENDERS AND MORE.....

tion in New York City. 
He’s also in history books as 

one of the fi rst to announce the 
Hiroshima bombing. He remem-
bers exactly what the teletype 
said that day and what he read 
over the radio.

“A bomb 2,000 times as pow-
erful as TNT was dropped on Hi-
roshima, Japan,” he quoted him-
self as saying. “I felt like that was 
part of history.”

What he remembers most 
fondly, though, is the beginning 
of NASA’s shuttle program. 
When he fi rst heard of the pro-
gram, he and a photographer 
went to scope the area out, only 
to fi nd a man and his goats as 
the sole inhabitants of the bare 
orange groves. The farmer and 
Aycrigg didn’t know about the 
“rocket garage” being built or 
what would prove to be an excit-
ing future in space for the U.S. 

“It was very exciting to talk 
to these space pioneers,” Aycrigg 
said. 

Family man

But beyond all the excitement of 
breaking news and interviewing 
astronauts, Aycrigg was a family 
man above all else, Lowe said. 
The whole family would watch 
him at 6 o’clock — his wife, Ar-
temisia Aycrigg, inspecting her 
work of making him “present-
able” — and then wait for him 
to come home for dinner, which 
he did every night before his 11 
p.m. spot. 

“I just loved seeing how he 
handled people,” Lowe said. “He 
is always authentic.”

This Central Florida legend 
didn’t just write news, either. His 
children know him as the dad 
who wrote stories with cameos 
by their favorite toys and novels 
about the horses he rode. 

Safari picnics in the backyard 
and spending time with his wife 
of 56 years are also special mem-
ories Lowe shared about the man 
who made his family the most 
important part of his life.

“He always put his family 
fi rst,” she said. 

LEGEND | He broke bombing news
■ CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE Obituaries
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The Knights knew they had to win big in their 
season football opener, but a 62-0 blowout over 
Charleston Southern nearly broke a scoring re-
cord that had stood for 10 years. 

“Obviously it was a good fi rst game,” Head 
Coach George O’Leary said, saying mistakes on 
the fi eld were minimal, even while using second 
and third-string players. “We did what we need-
ed to do out there.” 

The game started off with a bang. Running 
back Ronnie Weaver grabbed the ball on the fi rst 
play and rushed 44 yards to kick off a quick fi rst 
drive. 

That ground superiority became obvious from 
the start, as three rushers and the ever-mobile 
quarterback Jeff Godfrey teamed up to make 
Swiss cheese of the Buccaneer defensive line, run-
ning for 134 yards combined in the fi rst quarter 
alone. 

On the other end of the spectrum, freshman 
quarterback and Oviedo High School gradu-
ate Blake Bortles went 8-for-10 with 144 passing 

yards after a shaky start. 
A dominating shutout on defense held the 

Bucs to low numbers early and kept the pressure 
on throughout. The Bucs were in Knights territo-
ry only once in the fi rst half, the result of a muffed 
punt return from UCF’s Josh Robinson, and they 
ended the half with 21 total yards of offense. 

The Knights will have a tough battle to focus 
on in the coming week. They kick off at home 8 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 10, hosting Boston Col-
lege, which fell 24-17 against Northwestern. 

“I know we need to go out there and get anoth-
er win,” Murray said. “I know they want to come 
back from that loss, and we just want to keep the 
winning going.”

Oviedo entered the season with a 
wild game against Lyman on Sept. 
2, dominating from the outset en 
route to a 44-0 shutout. 

The Lions (1-0) had no trouble 
moving the ball early in the game, 
as Lyman’s (0-1) defense struggled 
to make the adjustment while the 
Lions moved effectively both on the 
ground and in the air. 

But Oviedo’s defense may have 
stolen the show in the game, more 
than shutting out the Lyman of-
fense on the ground, and effectively 
grounding Greyhounds quarter-
back Alex Marsh. 

By the fi nal whistle, the 
Lions had hit Marsh in the 
backfi eld so many times 
that he had a negative 28 
yards gained on the game. 
Overall the Greyhounds 
lost six yards rushing, but 
gained 90 yards in the air 
thanks to seven completed 
passes by Marsh. 

For the Lions’ quarter-
back Collin Maxfi eld, the 
yards were harder to come 
by, but he came up with 

three touchdown passes by the end 
of it. 

The Lions already had three 
touchdowns by the end of the fi rst 
quarter, and then continued to pile 
on the scores over the next three. 

Oviedo hits the road again this 
week, kicking off at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 9, at Seminole High. The 
Seminoles are coming off a devas-
tating 32-26 loss against Oak Ridge 
in the season opener. 

The Hagerty Huskies decimated 
Winter Springs 24-6 on Sept. 2. The 
Huskies will have a week off before 
hosting Timber Creek at 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 16. The Bears travel to Lake 
Mary this Friday, kicking off at 7:30 
p.m.

ATHLETICS
THIS WEEK in sports history

Sept. 9, 1965 — 
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Sandy Koufax hurls the eighth perfect 
game in major-league history, leading the Dodgers to a 1-0 win 
over the Chicago Cubs at Dodger Stadium. Koufax retired after 
the 1966 season at just 30 years old because of arthritis in his 
elbow.

407.559.1000
www.chronusinc.com

CGC-1518919

Renovation • New Construction • Additions

Meeting all your needs and expectations in all 
aspects of residential construction services. 

Please call today for a consultation.

MAKE THE BEST PLACE TO LIVE 
EVEN BETTER

C H R O N U S
C O N S T R U C T I O N

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reim-
bursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 
seventy-two (72) hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee for service, 
examination or treatment. Only valid when insurance coverage is not applicable.

407-977-7797
www.DoctorWestmoreland.com

Westmoreland Dental, LLC
Dr. Pamela Westmoreland

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Accepting Patients 3 and Up.

1941 W. CR 419 • Suite 1061
Oviedo, FL 32766

$75
Adult Exam 

& X-rays
With coupon.

Not valid with any other offers or Dental Insurance.
Expires 10-31-11   D0150   D0210

$50
Child Exam, X-rays

& Cleaning
(Under 12)

With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers or Dental Insurance.

Expires 10-31-11 D0150 D0272 D1120

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Jeff Godfrey led the team to a season-opening blowout.

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Collin Maxfi eld threw three touchdown passes.

ISAAC BABCOCK
Observer Staff

UCF will face BC
on Saturday

Lions shutout Lyman
ISAAC BABCOCK

The Voice

They’re coming off a 62-0 win 
against Charleston Southern
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I talk to people every day who do not seem 
to be moving forward in their job search. For 
some it is the lack of a resume, others have little 
computer skills, others just don’t seem to have 
the get-up-and-go, or they sabotage their search 
by spilling their entire life story in an interview.

When I talk to people and they share their 
story with me, I often ask if they say these 
things in an interview. Everyone always says 
no, but the stories recruiters I know tell say 
something different.

For example, I interviewed a candidate for 
a job who had not worked in a while, when I 
asked why, he shared with me that he had been 
fi red from his last job for missing too many 
days due to a medical issue and that he was 
considering suing his previous employer. Too 
much information! I am, of course, the type of 
interviewer who will explore all of the areas 
where it is legal for me to ask much further. 

When I worked with Circuit City, we did 
loss prevention interviews. One of the ques-
tions was when was the last time you used 
drugs. There is no reason to spend money drug 
testing the person who tells you they occasion-
ally smoke marijuana and the last time was 
Friday night. Needless to say, I did not pass 
him through.

If you are getting interviews, but not getting 
hired, are you sharing too much? Employers 
want people who will be productive, get along 
with others, make or save the company money 
and who will not be high maintenance. 

There may be things you have to share due 
to accommodations or other scheduling issues, 
but be careful not to sabotage yourself in the 
process. You would be amazed what people 
say.

The Re-charge and Re-energize your Job 
Search seminar is Wednesday, Sept. 14. Details 
can be found at www.cfec.org.

VOICES
THIS WEEK in political history

Sept. 20, 1881 — 
Chester Arthur becomes third president to serve in one year. The 
year began with Rutherford B. Hayes in office. Hayes served out 
his term and turned over the reins to James A. Garfield. Four 
months later, Garfield was shot by an assassin but did not die 
until Sept. 19.

Are you prepared for 
your job search? 

EMPLOYMENT
 Ask
Sandi

Sandi Vidal is the executive director for Christian HELP and 
the Central Florida Employment Council, with more than 
10 years of recruiting and human resources experience. 
Please send questions about employment by fax 407-260-
2949, sandi@christianhelp.org, or mail Ask Sandi C/O 
Christian HELP, 450 Seminola Blvd., Casselberry, FL 32707.

TALK 
TOSANDI>

Staff opinion

I lived 15 min from 
the Pentagon. … 
When I got home my 
mom turned on the 
news. … I went to 
the 9/11 Memorial 
at the Pentagon — 
every September, 
they have a moment 
of silence.

—Jordan G.
16 years old

I remember my mom 
picking me up from 
school and the radio 
was loud. I didn’t 
know what was 
going on. I was in the 
first grade at Lawton 
Elementary … We 
watched television as 
a family. 

—Colby B. 
16 years old

I saw the news when I 
got home from school. 
… We went to New 
York the Christmas 
after it happened and 
I saw Ground Zero. 
It was crazy — they 
were still working to 
clean it up.

—Ryan M. 
17 years old

It was scary because 
your parents didn’t 
want you to go out-
side, and sometimes 
you thought they 
might come here 
next. Now that I am 
older I realize what it 
all actually meant.

—Millard L. 
15 years old

Yo
un

g 
Vo

ic
es

 We would 
 love 

 tohear
yourfrom

Young

Call 407-563-7026 or e-mail 
editor@observernewspapers.com to have 

The Voice visit your class or group.

Voices!

I knew it was a disaster, but I couldn’t 
grasp the enormity of it. My mom 
was affected because she went to 
school in New York. We watched a 
documentary about it last year and it 
blew my mind.

—Zoe S. 
17 years old

We asked students at 
Oviedo High School what 
they remember about 
Sept. 11, 2001.

Help battle heart disease
Too many lives are cut short by heart 
disease and stroke, and that doesn’t 
have to be the case. 

Thanks to the American Heart Asso-
ciation’s Heart Walk, lifesaving science 
is being conducted to improve treat-
ments and inspire prevention, including 
three locally funded research grants 
right here in Central Florida.

Our family knows fi rsthand the 
power of research. Our daughter Avery 
was born with two holes in her heart. 
Just 10 years ago, this common birth 
defect may have required our baby to 
undergo open heart surgery. 

Fortunately, with the advancements 
in research, Avery benefi ted from a 
minimally invasive procedure that 
safely implanted a cardiac coil to repair 
the hole in her heart.

With heart disease and stroke 
remaining the No. 1 and No. 3 killers 
of Central Floridians, we hope our com-
munity will join us in taking steps to-
ward advancing care at the Heart Walk 
on Saturday, Sept. 17 at 7 a.m. at Loch 

Haven Park. For more information, log 
onto www.GreaterOrlandoHeartWalk.
org

—Amanda and Roman Vega
Winter Park

Checklist for hiring a contractor
Doing your homework when fi nding 
and hiring a contractor may help you 
have a better outcome when having 
work done on your home. 

Use this checklist to help you select a 
contractor to work on your home. 

• You can ask family, friends or co-
workers for recommendations.

• Make sure the contractor has a 
permanent business location and a good 
reputation with local banks and suppli-
ers.

• Find out how long they have been 
in the business. It usually takes three 
to fi ve years to establish a fi nancially 
sound business. You want to make sure 
they will be around after the construc-
tion is complete to service any warran-
ties.

• Make sure the contractor has suffi -

cient workers compensation and general 
liability insurance. If not, you may be 
liable for any construction-related ac-
cidents on your premises.

• Ask the contractor to provide you 
with names of previous customers. If 
they won’t, beware. If they do, ask the 
customers if they would hire the con-
tractor again.

• Do you feel you can easily commu-
nicate with the contractor? Remember 
you will be in close contact with them 
throughout the construction process and 
afterward. (This is your home)

• Make sure the contractor provides 
you with a complete and clearly written 
contract. The contract will benefi t both 
of you. 

• Be cautious of unusually low-
priced bids. If the contractor is unable 
to pay for the materials and labor as the 
project proceeds, this may indicate a 
potential problem. 

Keep in mind that less expensive 
does not necessarily mean better!

—Cheryl Nunley
Owner, DRS Inc.

Letters to the Editor

It’s hard to fi nd someone who doesn’t 
remember where they were when they fi rst 
learned that two planes had collided with 
the World Trade Center in New York City on 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

The mood in the nation shifted. Suddenly, 
every front porch bore an American fl ag, 
young people were beating down the doors 
of each military branch to enlist, and our 
nation was the most united it’s been in many 
of our lifetimes.

Sunday marks the 10-year anniversary of 
those attacks. Since then, the U.S. military 
killed Osama Bin Laden, President Barack 
Obama has slowly pulled soldiers out of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and that urgency to bond 
and be one as a nation has faded.

It’s healthy after going through a trau-
matic experience to heal and move on. It’s 
also important that we remember what 
happened, those we lost that day and the 
many who’ve sacrifi ced their lives since then 
to ensure a safe and free America. But what 
about that camaraderie that we once had? 

It’d be wonderful if we could experience 
that solidarity sans the traumatic experi-
ence. If we could feel united every day, not 
because we are fearful or because we share a 
common enemy, but because we wanted to.  

A unity like that, however, does not 
come from one signifi cant event but, rather, 
many small ones that are enough to make a 
difference in our lives. Subtle things, such 
as opening the door for the person walking 
behind you, letting a fellow driver into traf-
fi c or even just saying hello to a stranger, are 
what makes us feel less alone and more like 
part of a society. Take The Foundation for 
a Better Life’s recent commercial, in which 
the teenager chases down a city bus just to 
return a woman’s purse. Acts of kindness 
such as this astound us. They are rare, but 
they shouldn’t be. 

Sept. 11 was a horrifi c event, and we 
all hope that no one has to experience 
something like it ever again, but if we did, 
wouldn’t it be easier if we already had each 
other’s backs?

Unity for unity’s sake
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SERVICE D I R E C T O R Y

AdAmAnLLC

Complete Home Repair
Construction Services

“Quality iS OuR 1st PRiORity”
“Emergency Services”

321-377-0685
Family Owned & OperatedFree Estimates Licensed & Insured

FL CBC 027000

Authorized dealer of

AA SAME DAY GARAGE

DOOR SERVICE

Same Day Service Guaranteed

$ 10.00 Off

Any Double

Spring Replacement

FREE

Complete Door

Maintenance With

any Service

ORLANDO

407-780-1691

CAPE CORAL

239-574-7979

MIAMI

305-597-7399

• Broken Spring • Rollers • Hinges • Openers & Remotes 
• Keyless Entries • All Types of Door Parts

FREE
Complete Door 

Maintenance 
with any Service

407-780-1691
Orlando, FL

Casting Boys & Girls, ages 4-17 years old, all ethnicities!

Drake Model & Talent Agency has Opportunities for young 
talent to be cast at both Disney & Universal Studios!!! 

Call today for an appointment!
Drake Model & Talent 

407-339-4570

NOW Casting for Kids!

Paid 
Jobs

Air Conditioning and Heating

Champion FenCe, LLC
407.947.1355

FRee estimates

Residential and Commercial Fencing

Choice of Wood, Chain Link, pVC, ornamental

General Landscape, Yard Clean Up

Demolitions and Roll off Containers over 25 years experience

Home Improvement Services Home Improvement Services

Employment Opportunities

TheMarketplace

ASPIRING 
ENTREPRENEURS

Are you highly motivated? 
Spend 10-15 hours a week and 
earn $1500 a month working 
from home. Computer a must. 
Training provided. (407) 340-
1047 or www.MarkingWell-
ness.com

HUGE RUMMAGE SALE!
The Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 331 Lake 
Ave., Maitland, Sept. 30th & 
Oct. 1st from 8 AM to 4 PM. 
From 17-92, go west 1 block 
on Lake Ave.

help wanted

yard sales
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SERVICE D I R E C T O R Y

Just consider it doneJust consider it done
If It’s overwhelmIng to you, turn It over to us and...

Lifestyle Management (cloning yourself to be in 2 places)
Personal Assistant (for Seniors, Disabled…)
Downsizing Specialist (Death, Divorce….)
Home/Office, Crisis/Time Management…

Major Events Planning (wedding, anniversaries...)

Z Z
386.878.3908
JustConsiderItDoneInc.com

Member NAPO Insured

“...my back room looks like a thrift store,  
someone could use this stuff...”

“I work…how do I manage my parents’  
lifestyle, i.e., doctor appointments,  

banking, bills, and groceries?”

Anything sound familiar?

218 W. Church Ave
Near the intersection of 434 and 427

In historic Longwood across from the police department

321.972.9488

Longwood Unique 
Consignment Boutique

Fashion!
We have:

Fashions• 
Jewelry• 
Art• 
Baby items• 
Home decor• 

10% OFF
Entire purchase
with this coupon

Custom Cabinets, 
hand crafted in Longwood, FL

Family Owned and Operated

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Office & Entertainment Centers

407-330-2058
www.lsrcustomcabinets.com

* Asset & Financial Investigations
* Business Background Investigations

* Due Diligence on Companies & Investment Opportunities
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED FIRM 

A+ RATED - BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

(407)583-4080
(407)650-3344 Fax

FL#A9100281

BUSINESS PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS

 WWW.CJAEXPERT.COM

PLEASE MARK YOUR RESPONSE HERE:
Will you please review and respond as soon as possible? 
We are waiting for your approval.  Please NOTE:
this is NOT a second opportunity to design the ad.  Redesign 
changes may result in additional charges. Thank you!

1. Please circle A or B below:

     A:    I approve this ad as shown here

     B:   I approve this ad with changes as marked 
 (How many changes are marked? _____)

2. Please double check phone/address/names.

Phone & address are correct (initials here) ________

With this signature, I signify my understanding that payment 
for this ad is due per Advertising Agreement.

Signed ________________________________

Central Florida’s Trusted Source for Local Connections • Mailed to 87,500 Households Monthly

Since 1995

(407) 366-8696
Fax (407) 359-2118

P.O. Box 4548
Winter Park, FL  32793

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
This ad will appear in these areas and months.

____Waterford Lakes__________________ 

____College Park/Orlando______________ 

____Winter Park/Maitland_______________ 

____Sweetwater/Heathrow______________ 

____Tuscawilla/Wntr Sprgs _____________

____Oviedo__________________________
 
____Baldwin/Winter Pk. East ____________

X                   JUNE 2011

Colors may not be an exact match with final printed ad. 

X                   JUNE 2011

• NEVER Charge Overtime
• 35 Years Experience
• 24 Hour Service

A 
Better
Plumber

Commercial • Residential

407-644-4000

Leak detection and repairs

Whole house repipes

Irrigation

Drain cleaning

Hydro Jetting/Rootburning
Sewer Camera

Water heaters

Backflow testing

Fixture installs

Lic CFC1427645

X                   JUNE 2011

• NEVER Charge Overtime
• 35 Years Experience
• 24 Hour Service

HODGES BROTHERS 
INC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

Locally owned roofing company serving Central Florida since 
1978. Offering Complete Residential and Commercial roofing 

and construction services.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Call for your free estimate.

407-650-0013
501 Hames Avenue. Orlando, FL 32805

info@hodgesbrothers.net
WWW.HODGESBROTHERS.NET

CCC042845CGC1518169

BE PREPARED 
FOR HURRICANE 

SEASON! •  Service, Repairs

Home Improvement Services

Plumbing Services

Plumbing Services

Retail

Miscellaneous

Professional Services

Professional Services

25 years Antique Sales experience
Serving Winter Park and Maitland for 12 years

Family owned and operated

Pay Top Dollar for Gold and Silver items

No “Up-front or Out of Pocket” 
expense on Estate sale

SandbergEstateSales.com

407-834-1262 - Offi ce
321-299-4179 - James
407-923-5013 - Marge

Licensed, Insured

Sandberg Estate Sales

2 Beautiful Lots in Memorial Park
GLEN HAVEN MEMORIAL PARK

2300 Temple Drive, Winter Park
Section H-Love,  Lot 414, Spaces 3 & 4

Valued at $5,150 each
Asking $3,500 each or $6,000 for both

407-647-5932

American Family  
Funerals & Cremations  

Phone (407)339-0070 
 

Serving all of Central Florida 
Family Owned and Operated Se habla Español  

Alan Trueba  L.F.D. 

American Family  
Funerals & Cremations  

Phone (407)339-0070 
 

Serving all of Central Florida 
Family Owned and Operated Se habla Español  

Alan Trueba  L.F.D. Cremation Services, Shipping & Monuments.
Traditional, Contemporary & Veteran Services 
at half the price of what others would charge

Advertise your business on this page!

Call Lonnie Titus
407.563.7069
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All You Can Sample! 
 30+

BOURBONS/SPIRITS

30+ 
BEERS 

+ great food vendors

Baldwin Park • Orlando
Live Music • Tasting Theater • Contests

V.I.P Session, 2-8pm : $50
General Session, 4-8pm : $40

Y’all come on out for day full 
of spirit sippin’, beer tastin’ and 
food chompin’ – all for a great 
cause – the Wounded Warrior 
Project.  

Brought to you by Events for Change, Inc., producers of the Orlando Chili Cook-off.

Purchase tickets online at www.ob3fest.com
or at OB3 Headquarters - 

Paddy Murphys in Baldwin Park

Be a V.I.P.     
2 EXTRA HOURS to sample 
your favorite spirits/beers

Sampling glass & lanyard

Access to a private bar  
with waitress service

Preferred seating in the 
middle of the action

Benefitting:

Saturday • September 24, 2011

MEN’S DIVORCE
L  A  W    F  I  R  M

Free Event for 
Seniors and Care Givers 

 

Stay Healthy, Active & Avoid a Fall 
 

Friday, September 23, 2011   10:00 AM — 2:00 PM 
Asbury United Methodist Church 

220 West Horatio Avenue 
Maitland, FL  32751 

FREE SCREENINGS! 
Footwear Assessment 
Balance Testing 
Oxygen Testing 
Blood Glucose Testing 
Diet & Nutrition 
Medication Review 
Vision Screening 
Home Assessment 

EVENT and LUNCH are FREE 
 RSVP by September 16th  

to Doug Davis 
dougdavis1357@gmail.com 

Or call 407-924-4576 

SPACE IS LIMITED! 
 

Register Today 

Sponsored by: 
 

Maitland Fire Rescue 
and the 

Winter Park Health Foundation 

Flu Shots will be available and are 
FREE for Medicare Part B participants.  
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