
Orlando Food Truck Bazaar is 
coming to Oviedo from 

6-10 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 14. 
The event features 15 food 

trucks. Visit thedailycity.com 
for more information.
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‘The Help’

An unlikely friendship between three women leads to 
class upheaval in a small southern town.
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Kevin Reilly has a long drive 
and dreams of the PGA tour

Big hitter > 8
Kids fighting cancer put on 
a show with B.A.S.E. Camp

Art of surviving > 7

Housing 
rebound

In a still unstable housing mar-
ket, it only took Nancy Herman 
one day to sell her Orange Coun-
ty home.

“Our house was under con-
tract for full price in 24 hours; 
it was amazing,” she said. “We 
hadn’t even imagined our house 
would sell that quickly.”

The quick sale of Herman’s 
home is a rare occurrence in a 
housing market still suffering 
from a weary economy.

Realtors move in
Herman said she has RE/MAX 
realtor Benjamin Simanton to 
thank for her family’s quick relo-
cation to Seminole County.

And with the opening of his 
new Oviedo RE/MAX, Simanton 
said he wants to help more fami-
lies transition to new homes.

Simanton said the goal is to 
be green, and to save money on 
overhead by letting agents work 
from home, while supplying 
them an efficient office to bring 
clients.

“It will have a Starbucks 
lounge kind of feel to it, more 
than a sales office,” he said.

Simanton hopes this modern 
approach will make clients more 
comfortable about a market that 

KRISTY VICKERY
The Voice

■ Please see REAL ESTATE Page 6

Lt. John Schardine scrutinized 
the monitor as it played a vid-
eo of a black truck cruising 
through an intersection, past a 
light that’s been red for more 
than 10 seconds. 

The driver would have 
gotten away with it, too, if it 
weren’t for the red-light camera 
on watch.

Schardine, of the Maitland 
Police Department’s special op-
erations division, said he did 
not know how dangerous the 
intersection of Maitland Avenue 
and Marion Way was until it be-
came monitored. 

“My thoughts were, ‘There’s 
no way we’re gonna be able to 
justify a red-light camera here, 
because what could possibly 
happen at this intersection?’ 
Well, lo and behold, we get 
an average of 200 violations a 
month,” he said.

The cameras are on duty or 
in the approval process in many 
Central Florida municipalities. 
They’ve been in Orlando since 
2008 and Winter Springs since 

2009. Winter Park and Maitland 
joined the program this year.

Schardine said that the num-
ber of violations per month has 
been slowly decreasing — there 
were 213 citations in January 
and 186 in June. Citations are 
only sent after both Schardine 
and the camera vendor review 
the camera footage to determine 
if the law was broken.

Out of the 3,500 cases the 
camera system has sent to the 
police department since the pro-
gram’s start in January, about 
1,200 have resulted in citations. 
Police reject cases for reasons in-
cluding a blurry image, missing 
vehicle information, a right turn 
on red, emergency vehicles and 
funeral processions.

Winter Park
Winter Park implemented its 
program in February. 

In the first full month of the 
program, Winter Park issued 
372 citations. Just like in Mai-
tland, that number decreased 
slowly, down to 227 citations in 
June. The vendor and the police 
department throw out about 70 

percent of the cases the camera 
records. 

“The mere deterrent to peo-
ple thinking they can make the 
intersection without any re-
percussions will cause them to 
think twice before attempting to 
go through the intersection on a 
red light,” said Mike Hilton, of 
the Winter Park Police Depart-
ment’s special operations divi-
sion.

“The ultimate goal is to re-
duce the amount of crashes for 
the safety of the public.”

Winter Springs
As for Winter Springs, its num-
bers are more mixed. The first 
camera in the city became ac-
tive in May 2009 at State Road 
434 and Winding Hollow. In 
May, 58 citation fees were col-
lected. In January 2011, 77 were 
collected. The numbers have 
gone up and down. 

On the other hand, the city’s 
more recently monitored in-
tersection, 434 and Vistawilla, 
received 91 citation payments 
in February 2010, but only 11 
in January 2011. Low numbers 

have persisted ever since. 

Money matters
“Right now we’re not making 
any money; we’re not losing 
any money. So basically, they’re 
self-sustaining right now,” said 
Shawn Boyle, Winter Springs’ 
finance and administration di-

Technology is constantly evolv-
ing. New computer systems, 
software and programs are being 
developed every day, and people 
are becoming more and more 
dependent on this technology to 
store great amounts of informa-
tion.

With that, however, Ben Tay-
lor, professor at Seminole State 
College of Florida, said the risk is 
growing that peoples’ personal, 
financial and social information 
will fall into the wrong hands.

“Just as companies develop 
more sophisticated security mea-
sures for their operating sys-
tems,” he said, “there’s the con-
tinuing attempt at creating new 
viruses and trying to get through 
them.”

This is where his teachings at 
Seminole State come in. As a full-
time professor in the school’s 

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Seminole State College is teaching students how to stop hackers in its new cyber-security classes. 

SARAH WILSON
The Voice

Hacking 
hackers

Seminole State College 
is working to secure 

promising futures for its 
tech-savvy students

■ Please see CYBER Page 2

AMY SIMPSON
The Voice

Smile for the camera
Though red-light camera revenues are on the decline, more are being installed

■ Please see CAM Page 2

Guarding kids > 4
These volunteers keep kids 

safe in the legal system
Kevin Reilly has a long drive 
and dreams of the PGA tour

Big hitter > 8 Art of surviving > 7
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THIS    WEEK 
THIS WEEK in history
Aug. 19, 1960 — 
In the USSR, captured American U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers is 
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment for his confessed espionage. 
Only 18 months into his sentence, the Soviets released him in 
exchange for Rudolf Abel, a senior KGB spy who was caught and 
convicted in the United States five years earlier.
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information systems technology 
department, Taylor specializes 
in teaching students different 
elements of cyber security and 
how to defend against hackers’ 
attacks.

Cyber security, he said, is and 
will continue to be one of the 
most growing technological in-
dustries in the near future. 

Training the workforce
Kimberly Sullivan, media spe-
cialist with Workforce Central 
Florida, said her organization 
agrees, having identified cyber 
security as one of its “emerging 
targeted industries” in Central 
Florida. This led them to partner 
with Seminole State for a special 
cyber-security training program  
earlier this year.

Workforce Central Florida 
and Seminole State collaborated 
to put on their first Cyber Secu-
rity Training Program, graduat-
ing 23 students on May 26. The 
12-week program, Sullivan said, 
allowed unemployed workforce 
members interested in the infor-
mation technology fields to learn 
specialized skills in the growing 
network cyber security area.

“We want jobseekers to be 
able to have the opportunity to 
explore and gain these kinds of 
skills to be ready for the jobs of 
the future once they’re here,” 
Sullivan said.

‘To stop a hacker, you have 
to think like one’

Taylor said one of the main fo-
cuses is on students being able to 
understand how hackers work. 
To do this, they have to under-
stand hackers’ motivation, tools 
and methods.

“It’s not just about the infor-
mation on how to stop them,” 
Taylor said, “but how can we 
understand what they’re doing 
to combat it.”

When students successfully 
pass the course, Taylor said, they 
will likely be qualified to pass 
and receive “Certified Ethical 
Hacker” accreditation. But who’s 
to say students won’t use their 
newfound skills for non-ethical 
practices and do the hacking 
themselves? Last month, a Uni-
versity of Central Florida com-
puter engineer student, Scott 
Arciszewski, was arrested by the 
FBI for “alleged computer intru-
sion” of an FBI website.

Taylor said he has no prefect 
answer.

“Some of our students may 
do bad things with these things, 
but some of our other students 
may end up protecting against 
it,” he said. “It’s something that 
we try and provide the informa-
tion about, and then we can’t re-
ally control what they do with it. 
But the potential is out there for 
them to do good things.”

He says teaching these skills 
is a risk necessary for the stu-
dents’ overall education and 
their futures as cyber security 
specialists.

“As the ‘black hats’ or ‘bad 
guys’ continue to come up with 
more ingenious ways to get into 
systems or corrupt systems, 
then we’ll need people to com-
bat that,” he said “It’s definitely 
an area I don’t see shrinking 
any time soon.”

From tinkerer to high-tech 
specialist

Seminole State College student 
and participant in the Work-
force Central Florida Cyber 
Security Training Program Eric 
Leiter said he has gone from 
just tinkering with computers  
to hopefully achieving certified 
cyber security status.

Though Leiter, 51, said he’s 
been working on and building 
computers since the ’90s, longer 
than some of his Seminole State 
classmates have been alive, he 
says he had no formal IT train-
ing until he began the program 
in January. He sees cyber securi-
ty as a gateway to future career 
success as he embarks into his 
third career change; formally he 
worked as a mortgage broker.

“Lucky for me, I don’t need 
to have 25 years of IT experi-
ence,” he said. “I just need to be 
up on what’s been happening 
the past 18 months to be cur-
rent with technology to really 
be successful.”

Currently pursuing an as-
sociate’s degree in information 
systems technology, Leiter said 
his classes, along with the train-
ing he received through the 
Workforce program, have put 
him on a great track to a suc-
cessful career after graduation.

“For me, it was a great way 
to get my feet wet in that par-
ticular area,” he said. “Hav-
ing gone through the course, 
there’s no question in my mind 
that this will be one of the spe-
cialties that I will develop in my 
IT career.”

Learn more
For more information on Semi-
nole State College’s information 
systems technology and cyber 
security programs, visit semi-
nolestate.edu/net/ist-as.php

rector,
Last year, former Gov. Char-

lie Crist passed the Mark Wan-
dall Traffic Safety Act, which 
regulates the camera programs. 
It also increased the amount of 
each fine to $158. The state re-
ceives $83 per fine, but doesn’t 
provide any money for camera 
upkeep. The remaining revenue 
collected is split between the 
vendor and the city or county.

Orlando pays its vendor, 
American Traffic Solutions, 
$3,200 per month for intersec-
tion upkeep and processing vi-
olations. Since implementing its 
camera program in September 
2008, $7.4 million in fines have 
been collected as of June 30 and 
distributed among the state, 
city and ATS.

Maitland adopted the pro-
gram in January. Its one moni-
tored intersection is just break-
ing even, said Sharon Anselmo, 
the city’s management services 
director. She said that safety, 
not profit, is the goal of the pro-
gram.

Maitland pays its vendor, 
Gatso USA, $9,200 per month. 
Since its implementation in 
January through June 30, Mai-
tland’s ticket revenue was 
$117,394. Out of that, $61,669 
was paid to the state; $53,716 
went to the vendor; and $1,486 
went to a law enforcement-
training fund. The city was left 
with $523 to add to its general 
fund.

ATS provides cameras for 
Orlando and Winter Springs, as 
well as 70 other cities in Florida. 
Charles Territo, a spokesman 
from ATS, said that the cameras 
are installed to change the be-
havior of drivers.

“There is nothing in the 
Constitution that says drivers 
have the right to run red lights, 
break the law or put others in 
danger,” he said.

Rethinking the law
In May, the Florida House 
passed a bill that may have re-
pealed the Mark Wandall Act, 
but the legislative session ended 
before the Senate could vote on 
it. In order for it to pass in the 
next session, the House would 
have to reintroduce it and start 
the process over. The bill’s spon-
sor, Rep. Richard Corcoran, said 
he has not yet decided whether 
or not to do so.

Katie Betta, a spokeswoman 

for House Speaker Dean Can-
non’s office, said the crux of the 
argument is twofold. “There 
were members of the House 
who felt that local governments 
weren’t as concerned with the 
safety aspect of the cameras and 
were becoming reliant on the 
revenue stream.” 

The second part of the argu-
ment, she said, is that some stud-
ies show that the cameras cause 
an increase in rear-end collisions 
in monitored intersections be-
cause nervous drivers stop too 
quickly at yellow lights to avoid 
being caught by the cameras.

However, Mike Rhodes, Or-
lando’s Code Enforcement divi-
sion manager, said that the city 
saw a 20 percent reduction in 
rear-end collisions. In addition, 
the number of accidents caused 
by running red lights has de-
creased by one third at Orlando’s 
monitored intersections since the 
cameras were installed.

Maitland’s Schardine sug-
gests that the state should ad-
dress complaints by making 
more consistent rules on driver 
fault. Some cities strictly moni-
tor drivers turning right on red, 
making sure they come to a full 
stop, while others do not.

Pushing forward
Maitland plans to add six more 
intersections to its program, 
meaning it will need to hire extra 
help to review the footage caught 
on camera. Soon, U.S. Highway 
17-92 and Horatio Avenue and 
17-92 and Lake Avenue will be 
under the watch of cameras.

Last year, Oviedo announced 
that it would implement the pro-
grams, but Chief Jeffrey Chud-
now said that the city has not 
moved forward, and there have 
been no further discussions 
about the cameras.

Even if the revenue isn’t what 
the cities expected, the red-light 
cameras are making the streets 
safer, proponents say.

It makes people think...,” 
Winter Park’s Hilton said. “Even 
if the intersection doesn’t have a 
camera, they’ll think twice.”

Learn more
Visit your city government’s 
website to learn more about 
your local red-light camera 

program.
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Their family takes care of our family. We have relied upon Dr. Thomas Kelley  
and his dad Dr. Kelley Sr. for well over 20 years now.  

When we moved to the area years ago, we wound up in the emergency room at South Seminole Hospital. There we not only  
found quality care, but also learned about Dr. Kelley’s family practice – we’ve been patients at South Seminole Primary Care ever since.  
As an elderly couple with many health challenges we’re glad we have someone close to home we can count on. Dr. Kelley’s father first 

cared for us, so we have a long history with their family – they know our medical history better than anyone. Their affiliation with  
South Seminole Hospital ensures we receive the highest level of personalized care possible – Dr. Thomas Kelley always  

oversees our personal and hospital care. This attentive care and knowledge is the reason we are here today!         

At Orlando Health – our specialities define us and our family unites us. Family Is…Orlando Health.

– Betty & Bill Spears, Patients for over 20 years

Connect with a physician today, call a Physician Referral Specialist at 321.8HEALTH

Read more about this story and others at orlandohealth.com/stories

555 W State Road 434 
Longwood, FL 32750
(407) 767-1200

 -Dedicated to quality healthcare service for the community

 -State-of-the-art Cardiovascular Imaging Center

 -24-hour emergency services with FastER

 -Accessibility to Orlando Health’s Level One trauma center
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Guardian ad Litem Program

  18th Judicial Circuit

 www.guardianadlitem.org

   (407) 665-5370

“To help a child who has been 
abused, neglected and aban-
doned, seeing them learn to 
trust, to believe in themselves 
and have a more promising fu-
ture is a precious gift and its 
own reward.” — Beverly Rich, 
18th Circuit Court Volunteer of 
the Year.

A little girl with sun-kissed skin 
splashes out of the pool and 
drenches her parents in a wet 
hug. 

They savor the moment, be-
cause at one time, her very sur-
vival was in doubt. Ali thrives 
today thanks to a crisis, a deep 
friendship and a domino effect 
that bonded two families.

It started when Linda Clark 
agreed to care for an infant boy 
nicknamed “Little Man” who 
had been placed in protective 

custody. She was unaware of the 
Guardian ad Litem program un-
til GAL case manager Karen Ru-
berti explained that the guardian 
advocates in court for the child’s 
best interests. Four months lat-
er, a second baby linked to the 
same case needed shelter, and 
Clark discovered firsthand the 
life-changing role her GAL vol-
unteer would play. 

Forever families
The second baby, named Ali, 
was born premature and needed 
a six organ transplant including 
liver, spleen and partial intestine 
and stomach. After a donor was 
located, Clark spent the follow-
ing months at Ali’s bedside in a  
critical care ward in Miami. 

“My fingertips could just 
touch her leg,” Clark said of the 
impossibly tiny life engulfed by 
tubes, machines and needles.

“Karen selected a retired 
nurse as Ali’s GAL who opened 

so many doors with her medical 
understanding,” Clark said. “I 
learned everything about Ali’s 
condition and my friend Robin 
Gomez, who had undergone 
two transplants herself, was my 
medical interpreter. We fought 
for procedures and equipment 
Ali needed that the system might 
not provide.” 

Meanwhile her husband and 
mother cared for Little Man in 
Orlando.

Six months later, Clark, 
Gomez and the GAL team suc-
ceeded in bringing Ali home. 
Robin and husband Jochy had 
fallen in love with Ali and de-
cided to pursue adoption. 

“The first time Ali saw Jochy, 
her big dark eyes just locked on 
his,” Clark said. Two days after 
Christmas, Ali officially joined 
her family.

The Clarks felt the same way 
about Little Man, and after suc-
cessfully adopting him, Clark 
became a GAL volunteer. 

“This experience has made 
me a better woman, wife, mother 
and daughter,” Clark said. “Dur-
ing this journey, my guardian 
knew what happened last week, 
last month and six months ago. 
So many kids in hospital wards 
have no one — we make a differ-
ence in their recovery.”

Volunteer shows tenacity 
Dallas Ilter watched two boys 
brush the matted coats of aban-
doned dogs at the Seminole 
County SPCA shelter. Ilter has 
been a GAL volunteer for almost 
a year. It was her conviction that 
reunited the half-siblings for a 
weeklong summer trip. 

“They hadn’t seen each other 
in weeks and were overjoyed 
to be together,” Ilter said. “Our 
kids understand these animals 
need a safe home too.”

Though GAL volunteers can 
help protect a child, they can’t 
offer them a home. Working 
within the law, there are limits to 
what a GAL volunteer can do.

“Guardians ad litem are not 
foster parents, legal guardians 
or lawyers,” Ilter said. “We do 
the legwork, gather information 
about the child’s circumstances 
and become their voice in court. 
You just need a caring heart and 
lots of tenacity.”

Ilter sought out the GAL pro-
gram when she moved to Lake 
Mary from South Florida. “We 
do need more diverse guard-
ians. I might speak a little Span-
ish or bring my Yu-Gi-Oh! cards 
to help them open up.”

A GAL visits the child, checks 
that appointments are kept and 
assists in locating resources. 
Through the GAL’s report, a 
judge learns about the child’s 
personality, wishes and physical 
and emotional condition.

“Being a guardian ad litem 
is challenging and very, very re-
warding,” Ilter said.

Soprano’s voice advocates
Bev Rich’s mother predicted she 

would become an attorney. 
“I always had a compelling 

argument when I wanted some-
thing,” Rich said. 

This classically trained so-
prano and member of the Bach 
Festival Society choir has been a 
GAL volunteer for nine years. 

“We listen to the child un-
conditionally and magnify their 
voice,” Rich said. “These kids are  
so strong and fragile. Their lives 
are a mess, not by their choos-
ing. We make sure the child is in 
a safe, caring environment.”

Rich spent hours with a teen 
from a difficult home and locat-
ed his grandmother and mentor 
from elementary school. 

“He had been prescribed 
psychotropic medication by a 
psychiatrist, but to me he didn’t 
appear to be bipolar. I recorded 
his behaviors in detail on and off 
the drugs, researched the side 
effects and discovered that his 
follow-up blood work was never 
done. Based on my research, the 
judge ordered him off the medi-
cation.”

Her teen wrote about his ex-
perience:

“I had to leave because of 
drug and alcohol abuse in my 
home. Without my GAL I would 
still be in foster care, in junior 
high and on harmful medica-
tions. … She always had a smile. 
Just by giving your time and 
love, you make a difference….”

Look for Part 3, about the groups 
that support GAL volunteers, in the 
Sept. 9 issue.

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Guardian ad Litem volunteers (from left) Linda Clark, Dallas Ilter and Beverly Rich have helped change childrens’ lives. 

KAREN McENANY-PHILLIPS
The Voice

Learn more
Guardian ad Litem Program
www.guardianadlitem.org

407-665-5370
Program Director Nadine Miller

nadine.miller@gal.fl .gov
1-800-96ABUSE 

1-800-96(2-2873)

Heroes in a crisis

The second of a three-part series 
on the Guardian ad Litem Program
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Renowned cancer care is closer to home now that Dr. Asad Sheikh, medical 
oncology and hematology specialist from MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Orlando, is now practicing at South Seminole Hospital. 

MD Anderson - Orlando services at South Seminole Hospital include 
chemotherapy, IV therapy, supportive care, CT / MRI scans and additional 
cancer care services. 

At Orlando Health, we believe it’s important to be close to home when going 
through cancer treatment. � at’s why we are proud to o� er these treatments 
right in your community. Best of all, patients receive the same level of care 
and expertise available at MD Anderson – Orlando. 

To learn more or schedule an appointment, please call 321.843.2100.

11ORC109

Cancer experts.
Closer to home.

521 W. State Road 434 • Longwood, FL 32750  • southseminolehospital.com
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The Maitland City Council met on July 
25 with sleek new gadgets in their leader-
ship arsenal: iPads. And they’re not alone 
in jumping into the digital world where 
paper formerly filled desks in stacks dur-
ing meetings. Local cities such as Winter 
Springs, Oviedo and Winter Park are get-
ting in on the digital revolution. 

In Maitland, early teething issues 
were brushed off with jokes at the Coun-
cil’s first meeting with iPads on the dais. 
Before the meeting began, some Council 
members joked about playing “Angry 
Birds,” while others had trouble finding 
the documents they would need. 

“I’m still learning,” Mayor Howard 

Schieferdecker said. “I know the basics of 
it, but I’m not that well-versed on it yet.”

Maitland purchased nine iPad 2s plus 
cases, wireless keyboards and other ac-
cessories, spending $6,700. Schieferdeck-
er said that the tablets would start paying 
for themselves after the first year of use.

Many cities in Central Florida are 
adopting the modern and sometimes-
troublesome technology to end the ritual 
of printing several-hundred-page docu-
ments for each member at every meeting. 

The city manager, assistant city man-
ager, city clerk and IT department have 
iPads, as well. The tablets are used strict-
ly for city business, keeping officials’ cal-
endars, contacts, notes, documents and 
more on one 10-inch, 600-gram machine.

Files are shared using Dropbox, an on-
line file-sharing service that allows users 
to share files over the Internet without 
printing or even sending emails. Using 
the app iAnnotate, councilors can mark 
up and annotate PDFs.

Maitland Councilwoman Linda Fro-
sch estimated that the city will save a tree 
and a half — every month.

Winter Park leads
Winter Park commissioners received iP-
ads about four months ago. The commis-
sioners were previously issued laptops, 
which cost more and demand more skill. 
The tablets have not completely replaced 
laptops yet, but they save the city from 
printing thousands of pages a month.

“Fortunately, all of our commissioners 
are pretty technologically savvy,” Com-
munications Director Clarissa Howard 
said, “so they were able to adapt pretty 
well.”

Winter Park’s IT department and city 
management had recommended using 
iPads as part of the city’s goal of creating 
a greener local government. The city also 
put all of their audio files and meeting 
minutes on its website to encourage citi-
zens to go paperless too.

The city’s use of iPads is beginning to 
expand to some of the department heads 
on a trial basis.

Howard received her tablet just weeks 
ago. “Especially in the communication 
field,” she said, “it’s important to keep 
up with technology, and it does actually 
increase productivity and efficiency as far 
as my own personal experience.”

Winter Springs goes paperless
In Winter Springs, not all of the local gov-
ernment officials have adopted the iPad, 
but the city has gone paperless in the 
past year. Mayor Charles Lacey said that 
by using laptops and similar technology, 
the City Commission saves about 2,000 
sheets of paper per meeting, depending 
on the meeting’s content.

The process would have begun earlier, 
but some commissioners insisted on hav-
ing paper copies of every item.

“As those commissioners left office, 
we were fortunate that the commission-
ers who came in were more receptive to 
electronic versions,” Lacey said. “To me, 
it’s just cost-saving and a convenience.”

Lacey does not blame those commis-
sioners who demanded paper copies. In-
stead, he understands that most people 
grew up using paper and are not comfort-
able with a keyboard and mouse or touch 
screen in front of them.

Sylvester Smith, Maitland’s IT manag-

er, said that some other cities in Florida, 
such as Deltona, passed on the opportu-
nity to get iPads because they preferred 
using paper.

“There are two things with new tech-
nology,” he said. “People are set in their 
ways and don’t want to change, or they’re 
intimidated by the technology. But our 
council had no problem with it whatso-
ever.”

Oviedo’s laptops
Winter Springs and Maitland also have 
a public terminal in City Hall where citi-
zens have online access to local govern-
ment documents.

“I think we’ve got a good, cheap sys-
tem that wasn’t difficult to do, and it’s 
fairly easy,” Lacey said. “If any other cities 
want to call and get some free advice on 
how to do it, we’d offer our expertise.”

Oviedo has been using web-based 
agendas on laptops for about six years. 
The city’s IT staff is looking into iPads, but 
because they do have laptops and have 
saved paper that way, it is not certain that 
they will adopt tablet computers.

The city of Orlando is planning to 
move forward with plans to adopt iPads 
for their council, as most of their paper-
work, such as budget reports, agenda 
items and evaluations, has been made 
available online. Only four of the seven 
councilors still get printed agenda books.

“You have to keep up with the rest of 
the world,” Schieferdecker said, “and if 
you’re way back here in the Dark Ages 
and everyone else is doing things so 
much faster, it’ll cost you something in 
the future.”

iGovernment
Local municipalities are turning to high tech to cut down on wasted paper and to increase effi ciency

AMY SIMPSON
The Voice

By:

Aug. 12, 2011

DetailsAmy Simpson Observer Staff

“You have to keep up with 
the rest of the world, and 
if you’re way back here 

in the Dark Ages, and ev-
eryone else is doing it so 
much faster, it’ll cost you 
something in the future.”

— Maitland Mayor 
Howard Schieferdecker
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The new school year has ar-
rived and Seminole County 
administrators are feeling the 
stress as morning bells prepare 
to ring. The controversy over 
the penny sales tax will not be 
solved when students enter 
their not-so-crowded classrooms 
this Monday. Everyone wants 
a piece of the penny pie. City, 
county and school leaders are 
testing the temperature of the 
voting public to determine 
what the political fallout will 
be if they propose to keep it. 
The window is closing for the 
decision on whether or not the 
issue lands on a special ballot in 
November.

A child’s education should 
be akin to apple pie and 
grandma. It should be valued, 
respected and protected but at 
what cost and by whom? In a 
perfect world, no one wants to 
close schools or cut art and ath-
letic programs. Everyone would 
love to drive a truckload of new 
laptops and technology to the 
schools’ front doorsteps. 

Unfortunately, for the county 
and the school board, the tim-
ing of this dilemma couldn’t 
be worse. In happier economic 
times, folks might have agreed 
to that little penny tax, but times 
have changed. Every penny 

counts, and families continue to 
struggle with fi nding jobs and 
an increased cost of living. It is 
hard to sympathize with our 
school administrators and those 
in Washington and Tallahassee 
who cry and cajole for more of 
our money. 

Spending is easy when times 
are good. What happened to all 
the money collected in prop-
erty taxes when values were 
bloated? What happened to the 
extra penny tax during its 20-
year history when our growth 
had gusto? The same thing that 
happened when we get a raise 
– we spent it. If you were lucky 
enough to stumble on some 
found money, you probably 
spent it; we all do that. It shows 
in our culture’s poor track re-
cord in saving, discipline and 
prioritizing – politically, eco-
nomically and personally. 

The irony is that we have 
more interactive technology and 
more information at our fi nger-
tips than ever before and so do 
our children. Even kids without 
much money still have access 
to a school and county library. 
There are free community pro-
grams through organizations, 
churches and business sponsors. 

And for all the references to 
the Great Depression, I think 

about our grandparents and 
great grandparents who lived in 
that time. They went to school 
with extraordinarily limited 
resources but they continued to 
learn. They knew that education 
was the key to a better future, 
and they were motivated to 
secure it, one way or the other. 
Plenty of successful leaders had 
less than a formal high school 
education, but they were deter-
mined to better themselves and 
their families. They knew their 
heritage, world history and ba-
sic math calculations. 

Parents may no longer be 
able to afford an iPad, smart 
phone or laptop for their kids, 
but they can still make an im-
pact on their education. A family 
may not be able to support an-
other decade or two of 7 percent 
sales tax, but they can spend a 
few hours a week engaged in 
their child’s homework. When 
was the last time your family 
discussed math, science and lan-
guage arts during supper? All of 
us need to dust off the cobwebs 
of all that knowledge we used to 
have. For our kids to have a suc-
cessful school year, the journey 
of knowledge starts at home, 
with us. Our example can be the 
best motivation for our kids to 
fl ex their creative, curious and 
courageous muscles.

Speaking of creativity, the 
Museum of Geneva History will 
be showcasing a Civil War En-
campment and Medical Display 
on Sunday, Aug. 14 from noon 
to 4 p.m. This year marks the 
150th anniversary of the Civil 
War, so bring the kids and meet 
re-enactor Mike Linthicum and 
his team for this very special ex-
hibition. And it’s free!

CELERY
By Janet  Foley

th
e

Between

Stalks

There’s still time for summer fun

Please share your thoughts about 
Geneva at 407-221-7002, 
kphillips@observernewspapers.
com with “Stetson’s Corner” in the 
subject line, or fax 407-349-2800. 
Thanks!

This column is dedicated to 
Deputy Sheriff Gene “Stetson” 
Gregory, killed in the line of duty 
on July 8, 1998. Geneva will never 
be the same because of Deputy 
Gregory — it will be better. 

TALK 
TOKAREN>

Stetson’s 
   Corner

By Karen McEnany-Phillips

Not so happy school year

School days, school days, good 
old golden school days, with 
reading and writing and arith-
metic, as we used to say or sing. 
Some of the students I have 
chatted with seem to be happy 
to go back to school and see 
their friends, and others would 
rather stay at the beach and 
swim. The idea sounds good to 
me, but that will not get us an 
education.

Looks like the Oviedo Farm-
ers’ Market had another suc-
cessful day on the first Saturday 
of this month. Truly, it was a 
very hot day, but people came, 
bought and enjoyed. There 
was plenty of company and 

good music from the Left-over 
Biscuits Band, not to mention 
excellent food and drinks. The 
historical society will continue 
to do this event for our com-
munity, and the people of our 
community have thanked the 
society very much for this. 
Please watch the papers as we 
may be changing the times for 
the market from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. to 
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Did you all happen to notice 
that the city lost one of its old 
big trees in front of the Lawton 
House, recently? We had a big 
branch fall around the Fourth of 
July, and the city had an arborist 
check the tree, and he said 

several other branches were 
due to come down as the were 
rotted and perhaps diseased. 
Now the whole tree is down. 
It is a shame as it was a lovely 
tree and added beauty and style 
to the historic house, besides 
shade for events. I think the city 
will be adding a replacement 
later.

Don’t forget, on Aug. 14 
the Daily City is hosting an-
other Food Truck Bazaar at the 
Oviedo Mall. The bazaar runs 
from 6 p.m.-10 p.m. There will 
be more than 15 trucks there, 
serving everything from Korean 
BBQ to cupcakes.

The Vine Outreach Thrift 
Store will hold a free lunch and 
grocery giveaway to those who 
need it. The Vine Thrift Store is 
located at 98 W. Broadway St. 
in Oviedo. Lunch will be served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the 
last Saturday of each month.

Have you visited the Oviedo 
Mall lately? Well, come see the 
new additions. It is a pleasure 
to announce the opening of 

four new stores during the past 
five months, which will pro-
vide more variety of services 
and goods for shoppers. Eye 
Shadow Salon, which opened 
in April and is located between 
the Children’s Place and Bon 
Worth, provides services includ-
ing threading, airbrush makeup, 
henna tattoos and more. Fash-
ion Uniforms opened its doors 
on June 1 and is located near 
Gymboree. It offers a variety 
of uniforms including medical 
scrubs and shoes and chef’s 
attire. Hands of Time opened 
in July and is located next to 
Justice. It offers a variety of 
clock, watch and jewelry repair 
services as well as clocks and 
handmade gemstone globes 
of all sizes and values for sale. 
The newest addition of stores is 
the Embroidery World, which 
opened the first week of Au-
gust, and is located near Barnes 
& Noble. This store offers 
monogramming on products 
for sale in-store or on products 
purchased elsewhere.

Mark your calendar for 
these upcoming events: 2011 
Taste of Sanford on Thursday, 
Sept. 1 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at 
the Sanford Civic Center, 401 
E. Seminole Blvd. The Greater 
Sanford Regional Chamber 
of Commerce event will fea-
ture samplings of restaurants’ 
signature cuisines, as well as 
wine tasting and entertainment. 
A portion of the proceeds will 
benefit the scholarship fund. 
Cost will be $25 per person or 
$45 per couple, and if you need 
more information, call 407-322-
2212.

A thought: If we could sell 
our experiences for what they 
cost us, we’d all be millionaires. 
—Abigail Van Buren

Send word to Janet Foley about 
events and let her know what’s 
going on around town by e-mailing 
celerystalks@bellsouth.net

TALK 
TO JANET>

J & B Used Auto Parts
10 Acre U-Pull-It Yard

17105 E Colonial Dr, Orlando, FL

407-568-2131

We Buy Cars And Trucks
Any Condition

No
Entry Fee

Open 
Saturdays

REAL ESTATE | Rebound slow
■ CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

has left so many with an un-
easy feeling.

“We’ve been watching the 
listing inventory drop for at 
least a year now,” RE/MAX 
broker and manager Craig 
Kesler said. 

Market on rebound
According to My Florida 
Regional MLS, the median 
price of Orlando area sales is 
$158,000, which is about 40 
percent higher than it was in 
June 2010, $112,700. 

And the number of homes 
sold just in Oviedo and Winter 
Springs has increased 16 per-
cent since the beginning of the 
year, with a median price of 
$204,046, slightly higher than 
Orlando.

 “It’s all predicated by sup-
ply and demand, and the de-
mand inched up a little bit, be-
cause investors came back in 
and that’s what’s been driving 
the market,” Kesler said. 

“A lot of these investors are 
paying cash for these proper-
ties, because they are taking it 
out of the stock market,” Kes-
ler said. 

Simanton said another pos-
itive influence on the market is 
banks are working with home-
owners to streamline the short 
sale process, so home owners 

don’t lose their homes in fore-
closure.

Labor tied to housing
Sean Snaith, director of UCF’s 
Institute for Economic Com-
petitiveness, said sales are im-
proving this year from the first 
quarter to the second quarter, 
but the key to real improve-
ment is the labor market.

“The state of the housing 
market going forward is re-
ally intertwined with the labor 
market,” he said, “and until 
we start seeing some signifi-
cant job creation and see the 
unemployment start to make 
a steady decline downward, I 
think it’s going to be hard for 
the housing market to make a 
full-blown recovery.”

Snaith said the signs of im-
provement are there, and the 
labor market will pick up, but 
the progress will be very slow.

“As long as we have high 
unemployment and weak job 
creation, we are going to con-
tinue to have problems with 
foreclosure and limit potential 
buyers, because now it turns 
out you have to actually have 
a job to get a mortgage, so an 
improving labor market helps 
on both sides of the housing 
market,” Snaith said. 

Statistics from ORRA-MLS
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INTERESTS
THIS WEEK in human history

Aug. 15, 1914 — 
The Panama Canal, the American-built waterway across the Isthmus 
of Panama connecting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, is inaugurated. 
U.S. engineers moved nearly 240 million cubic yards of earth and 
spent close to $400 million in constructing the 40-mile-long canal.

Fresh Fruit

Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Vegetables

Thomas
Produce

110 Geneva Dr., Oviedo
(Across from Ace Hardware)

“Get Healthy From the Inside Out!”

160 East Broadway
PO Box 622143

Oviedo, FL 32765

Phone: (407) 365-3722
Fax: (407) 365-7786

www.signman.net
Computerized Laser & Rotary Engraving • Picture ID Name Badges

Vinyl Lettered Banners & Signs • Self-Inking Rubber Stamps
Magnetic Signs • Plaques & Awards • Large Format Printing

Phone: (407) 365-3722 • Fax: (407) 365-7786
(Located at the base of the Nelson & Co. water tower)

Central Florida’s Largest Fine Arts Gallery

221 South Knowles Ave
Winter Park

We are proud to represent some of the most 
sought-after and collectible artists in the world.

407-622-0102
www.FredlundGallery.com

We offer:
• Art Consultation
• Framing
• Installation

• Restoration
• Pack and Ship
• Gallery Rental

Earn Cash by  
Recycling Your  

Kids Stuff
5420 Deep Lake Rd  

Suite 1064 Oviedo (next to Kohl’s)

407.599.5437  
www.cutiepatootiekids.com

When 7-year-old Marlie walked 
through the doors of Swoope 
Studios on Friday, friends called 
out her name as they rushed up 
to greet her. 

Having been absent on and 
off during the week because 
she wasn’t feeling well, Marlie 
didn’t want to miss the fun that 
Sandy Bonus’ Fine Arts Theatre/
Art Camp provides children like 
her: a week of fun, worry-free 
creative expression and a chance 
to just be a normal kid. 

“She gets the opportunity 
to be herself and doesn’t have 
to answer any questions about 
why she doesn’t have hair or 
why she has scars,” said Sarah 
Dodson, Marlie’s mother. “She 
doesn’t have to answer those 
questions, because everyone’s 
just like her.”

Putting on a show
Joining 10 other campers — lo-
cal children with cancer, survi-
vors of the disease and siblings 
— Marlie braved the rain, and 
her returning cancer, to join 
her friends for the last night of 
B.A.S.E Camp American Child-
hood Cancer Organization’s 
seventh annual fine arts camp in 
Maitland, created by Sandy Bo-
nus and Day Gigliotti. 

In addition to creating memo-
ry books containing each child’s 
short and long-term goals, as 
well as their creative drawings 
and statements, the campers 
produce and perform a play 
with puppets to culminate the 

week’s festivities. 
This year’s play, called “Pep-

pe the Lamplighter,” told the 
story of a boy who is ashamed 
of a job he took that his father 
doesn’t approve of so he could 
help his family. 

“The whole week is really 
about feeling normal, having fun 
and learning some art terms,” 
Bonus said of the camp that is 
free for families. “We go over 
our goals and show the kids how 
they should gravitate toward 
open doors, not closed ones.”

This year’s performance was 
a little different. Due to the rain, 
the show was moved inside 
where all of the volunteers, chil-
dren and parents huddled to-
gether in the tight space of the 
studio to listen to the pre-record-
ed audio of the play, as campers 
chowed down on desserts. 

When a camper’s charac-
ter voice came on, the camper 
smiled and laughed and raised 
her hand to acknowledge who 
was speaking.  

Providing constant support
“We always choose a play that 
inspires the kids to overcome 
challenges,” Bonus said. “It all 
ends happy…. The whole week 
is about the process, not the 
show. We can’t put that kind of 
pressure on them. The fact that 
we got rained out made it all the 
more exciting to the kids.”

B.A.S.E Camp, which stands 
for Believe, Achieve, Support and 
Educate, recently joined forces 
with the American Childhood 
Cancer Organization. The Mai-
tland camp is just one of more 
than 23 programs that B.A.S.E 
Camp, in operation for 29 years, 
offers. Providing meals, money, 

donations and support groups 
are among the countless others.

“Everything we do is a diver-
sion,” said Terri Jones, founder 
and president of B.A.S.E Camp. 
“We want the children to focus 
on the good in their lives, not the 
bad.”

In the past, funding the fine 
arts camp came from Gigliotti 
and Bonus’ pockets, but this 
year more than $1,000 was raised 
through private donations and 
the selling of ad space in a pro-
gram for the production.

Touching lives
Diagnosed when she was 3, 
Marlie came out of her two-year 

remission three weeks ago when 
she went in for her three-month 
routine MRI. She is diagnosed 
with pineoblastoma, a rare, ma-
lignant brain tumor. 

For her mom, B.A.S.E Camp 
means the world to them now 
and always.

“B.A.S.E Camp is our support 
system, absolutely,” Dodson 
said. “Not only do they help us 
financially, but they have these 
events … This is Marlie’s family. 
This is her cancer family.”

For more photos from Fri-
day’s event, visit seminolevoice.
com

PHOTO BY CARMEN CARROQUINO  — THE VOICE
Cancer survivor Jayda Payne, 11, poses with her marionette puppet, which she created at the B.A.S.E Camp-supported event.  

CARMEN CARROQUINO
The Voice

Learn more
B.A.S.E Camp is holding its 1st 
Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Walk on Saturday, Sept. 25 at 

9 a.m. at Cranes Roost in Alta-
monte Springs to commemorate 

Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month. For more information on 
this event, as well as how to get 
involved with B.A.S.E Camp, visit 

www.basecamp.org 

surviving

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Trinity Prep student Allison Cooper, left, plays Tracy Turnblad in “Hairspray” on Aug. 7 at Trinity Preparatory 
School. There are more performances featuring seven other local high schools on Aug. 19-21.

Can’t stop 
the beat



Aug. 12 - Aug. 25, 2011Page 8 Seminole Voice

Oviedo VISION Center
875 Clark Street,Suite A

Oviedo, FL 32765
 www.OviedoVision.com

407.366.7655 

Dr. Gary D. McDonald and Dr. Jason R. Wallace Optometric Physicians

Fashion Frames

Custom Contact Fittings

Eye Exams for All Ages

Designer & Rx Sunglasses

Treatment of “Red Eyes”

Treatment of Infections & Glaucoma

In-House Optical  Lab

Surgery Co-Management

CONVENIENT  • CARING  •  COMPETITIVE

Family
Calendar

The state of Florida sales tax 
holiday will begin at 12:01 a.m. 
on Friday, Aug.12 and end at 
11:59 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 14. 
The sales tax exemption will ap-
ply to items of clothing $75 or 
less and to each eligible school 
supply selling for $15 or less. 
Visit DOR.MyFlorida.com for ad-
ditional information.

Saturday, Aug. 13 at 10 a.m. 
is “Pirate Day for Kids.” The 
pirates are at the Museum of 
Seminole County History for 
the traveling exhibit, “Pirates! 
The Last Scourge of the Gulf,” 
until Friday, Sept. 30. It features 
kid-friendly interactive displays 
about Florida’s piracy history. 
Call 407-665-2489.
 
Dinner & Movie Night featur-
ing “Casablanca” is 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 13. Join the classic 
movie group for a $5 donation 
per person ($3 for kids younger 
than 16). It will be held at the 
Rural Heritage Center, 101 E. 
Main St., Geneva.

Monday, Aug. 15 is the fi rst day 
of school for all of Seminole 
County schools.  

Home-school ZOOventure class 
registration begins Wednesday, 
Aug. 17. Offered by The Cen-
tral Florida Zoo, students will 
experience a living classroom 
for these interactive programs. 
Classes are held September 
through May. To register, call 
407-323-4450, extension 123, 
or visit centralfl oridazoo.org

Trinity Preparatory students, 
the Walt Disney World Branch 
of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Central Florida and seven other 
area high schools will present 
the Broadway musical “Hair-
spray” Aug. 21 at 2:30 p.m. and 
Aug. 19-20 at 7:30 p.m. Trinity 
Prep is located at 5700 Trinity 
Prep Lane, Winter Park. For ad-
ditional information, e-mail Jan-
ine Papin at papinj@trinityprep.
org or call 321-282-2508.

Provided through a partner-
ship with The PGA of America 
and U.S. Kids Golf, the Family 
Course Program enables golf 
facilities to turn their regula-
tion 9- or 18-hole course into 
a “short course” experience 
through the use of PGA Family 
Tee Markers. Listed below are 
courses in your area:
• Tuscawilla Country Club, Win-
ter Springs 
• Timacuan Golf & Country Club, 
Lake Mary 
Visit PlayGolfAmerica.com

The Simon Scholars School 
Reward Program allows shop-
pers to earn points for a school 
each time they visit Seminole 
Towne Center and purchase 
items. Each receipt can be tak-
en to the Simon Guest Service 
Booth, located in center court 
on the mall’s lower level, where 
it will be stamped and each dol-
lar spent will equal one point. 
Participating schools include 
Highlands Elementary (Winter 
Springs), Indian Trails Middle 
(Winter Springs) and Partin El-
ementary (Oviedo). Call 407-
323-1843.

“Finally!” Kevin Reilly thought 
when he won the Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals 
Classic Junior Golf Tournament 
held at Disney’s Magnolia Golf 
Course on July 13.

“I’d come close the past 
two years but fallen short,” the 
16-year-old said.

With a final score of 69, three 
under par, Reilly, of Oviedo, 
took the top prize — his name 
engraved on a trophy and with 
free tickets to the Walt Disney 
World parks.

This was just one of the many 
triumphs the Hagerty High 
School junior has accomplished 
in more than a decade-long golf-
ing career. He’s come a long way 
since his dad, Tim Reilly, bought 
him his first set of plastic clubs 
when he was 2 years old.

Golf, Kevin said, has become 
more than just a hobby, but a pas-
sion. Instead of relaxing, Kevin 
has spent nearly every day of 
his summer vacation either at 
the Twin Rivers Golf Club ourse 
in Oviedo or the Timacuan Golf 
Club course in Sanford. As his 
coaches and family members 
have noticed — and his finish at 
the Disney tournament shows 

— it’s been paying off.

Getting in the swing of 
things

Having been ranked in the top 
25 high school golfers in Florida 
his first two years at Hagerty, 
Kevin’s golf game has come a 
long way since the first tourna-
ments he competed in at age 5.

“He’s always been good,” 
said his grandfather and one 
time fill-in caddy, James Robert-
son, “but now he’s getting really 
good.”

But as Kevin, and all those fa-
miliar with his game would say, 
getting up to this level has not 
been smooth sailing.

Last summer, Kevin grew 
more than five inches, leaving 
him tall, lanky and, most notably 
for his golf game, a lot farther 
away from the ball.

“Last year, he started hit-
ting the ball a lot farther, but he 
didn’t know how to control it,” 
his Hagerty golf coach, Brandi 
Malkovich, said. But with addi-
tional coaching and some adjust-
ments to his clubs, Kevin is back 
in action. “Now he’s filling out, 
and he’s hitting it really far and 
controlling it much better,” she 
said.

All of this just in time for his 
junior and, he says, the most im-
portant golf season of his career.

Keeping up to par
Just days before the school year 
begins, Kevin is spending what’s 
left of his summer like he spent 
the majority of it — on the golf 
course.

This week, he spent teeing up 
at Twin Rivers as part of a pre-
season golf camp for the Hagerty 
Golf Team. The heat index rings 
the temperature in at more than 
100 degrees, and the humid air 
makes the sweat dripping off the 
four players flushed faces a fact 
of life in the summer swelter.

Each time a boy reaches a 
new hole, there’s a few practice 
swings, one audible swish of the 
club and a loud whack that sends 
the ball hurtling nearly invisible 
into the sky.

Once the ball lands with a 
thud in the distance, it’s followed 
by either an aggravated sigh, 
a simple nod to the next player 
or a “good shot!” acknowledge-
ment from a teammate. The boys 
then load up and head out on 
foot to find where each of the 
balls landed.

At hole 7, Kevin lines up to 
putt two feet from the hole. He 

sinks it, landing a birdie.
“Look at this kid!” his coach 

jibed playfully. “Who does he 
think he is?”

Kevin smiles, showing off his 
braces, then shrugs his shoul-
ders and continues to pack up 
his gear. But who does he think, 
or at least hope, he will be?

“I hope to play for the PGA 
Tour, but college comes first,” he 
said. 

His immediate plans include 
playing an impressive junior 
season, when college scouts will 
be out in full force, while balanc-
ing classes and outside tourna-
ments. He’s gone so far as to sign 
up to take two of his classes on-
line so he can leave school early 
to squeeze in some more practice 
time.

“He’s really the most dedi-
cated player I know,” Malkovich 
said. 

His goal is to sign up to play 
on a Division I college golf team 
for after graduation — his dream 
schools being Duke or the Uni-
versity of Southern California — 
where he would hope to major 
in broadcast journalism.

“Right now, I have to try to 
get to college,” he said, “then 
maybe I can relax a little.”

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Sixteen-year-old Kevin Reilly poses with his coach, Brandi Malkovich, at Oviedo’s Twin Rivers Golf Club, where he practices for the Hagerty golf team. 

SARAH WILSON
The Voice

Hagerty High School junior 
Kevin Reilly swung his way 
under par to fi nish fi rst in the 
Junior Championship last month
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Calendar
AUG. 12

On Aug. 12, join members of Temple 
Shir Shalom of Oviedo for a potluck 
dinner starting at 5:30 p.m. then cel-
ebrate shabbat services at 7:30 p.m. 
in the EPICenter at University Caril-
lon United Methodist Church located 
at 1395 Campus View Court. For Pot 
Luck dinner, please RSVP to Mary 
Moskowitz at mmoskowitz2002@ya-
hoo.com or 407-271-7348. 

The Seminole County Child Abuse 
Prevention Task Force is hand-
ing out information door-to-door on 
financial assistance, health care, 
substance abuse, safety information 
and other materials in Winter Springs 
on Friday, Aug. 12 beginning at 9:30 
a.m. Volunteers will be staging at the 
Winter Springs Police Department, 
300 N. Moss Road.
 

AUG. 13
“Gourmet Meals after the Storm” 
will be held from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 13 at Seminole County Exten-
sion Services, 250 W. County Home 
Road, Sanford. For more information, 

call 407-665-5560.

AUG. 14
The Museum of Geneva History will 
be having a special outside Civil War 
encampment and Medical Display 
by re-enactor Mike Linthicum and 
friends Sunday, Aug. 14 from noon-
4 p.m., along with a Civil War Exhibit.

Orlando Food Truck Bazaar is from 
6-10 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14 (and the 
second Sunday of every month) at 
the Oviedo Mall, 1700 Oviedo Mar-
ketplace Blvd. The event features 15 
food trucks. Visit thedailycity.com for 
more information.

AUG. 18
BNI, an international networking or-
ganization specializing in business 
referrals among members, is holding 
a Visitors Day for its Oviedo Chapter 
on Thursday, Aug. 18 at 7:30 a.m. in 
the IHOP at 17 Alafaya Woods Blvd., 
Oviedo. Please call Joe Regenstein 
for reservations at 407-412-7028 or 
visit bniorl.com/fl-orlando-guaran-

teed-green

Newcomers of Central Florida Inc. 
is hosting a luncheon and general 
meeting Thursday, Aug. 18 at Mon-
roe’s at Route 46, 4316 W. State 
Road 46, Sanford. Members are in-
vited to don their best Florida finery. 
Advance reservations are required. 
Doors open at 11:30 a.m. For more 
information, contact 407-359-1497 
or parrish407@bellsouth.net

AUG. 19
The 13th annual Kicks for Guns 
Event will be held on Friday, Aug. 19 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 300 W. Lake 
Mary Blvd. in the old Albertsons park-
ing lot. No questions or ID required. 
There will be $50 Wal-Mart gift cards 
given away for any unwanted gun(s) 
that are turned over.

AUG. 20
There will be a community garage 
sale at Del Taco on Saturday, Aug. 20 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Oviedo 
Del Taco parking lot. Send an email to 

Raychell at Racquall@aol.com to re-
serve your space. A $10 deposit will 
be required per space.

There will be an evening of old-time 
music at the Geneva Jam at the Ge-
neva Community Center on Saturday, 
Aug. 20. This is toe-tapping acoustic 
music — bluegrass, old country, and 
some gospel for you to enjoy. Hot 
dogs, hamburgers, sausage, chips, 
dessert and drinks are for sale at a 
very modest cost from 6-7 p.m. (or 
until the food runs out). The music 
starts around 6:30 p.m.

AUG. 21
Sundew Gardens and Simple Liv-
ing are teaming up to bring you the 
“Raising Chickens in Central Flori-
da” workshop. This two-hour event, 
costing only $20 ($5 discount for 
Simple Living members or Sundew 
Harvest Gardeners), starts at 9 a.m. 
Aug. 21 at Sundew Gardens, 2212 
Red Ember Road, Oviedo. Class size 
is limited, so it is required to RSVP by 
e-mail, Sundewgardens@gmail.com 
or by calling 407-430-2178.

AUG. 23
Celebrate Recovery: Find effective 
help for your hurts, habits and hang-
ups (using the 12 Steps and Christian 
recovery principles) starts Tuesday, 
Aug. 23 at University Carillon United 
Methodist Church, 1395 Campus 
View Court, Oviedo. Visit ucumc.net 
for more details.

AUG. 26
Success That Matters Men’s Event: 
If you want to find out the purpose 
of your life, how to find respect and 
honor at home, a new best friend 
or to find a deeper personal rela-
tionship with God, there will be four 
sessions to help with that on Friday, 
Aug. 26 from 7-9:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, Aug. 27 from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
The speaker is Dr. Pete Alwinson 
from Man in the Mirror (a recognized 
leader in men’s ministry). It is $25 if 
paid in advance and $30 at the door. 
Register at ucumc.net/events

AUG. 28
Freedom Ride’s 11th annual fund-
raiser hosted at Arabian Nights, 3081 
Arabian Nights Blvd., Kissimmee, is 
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 28. The cost 
is $25, and all proceeds benefit the 
therapeutic riding program. Tickets 
can be purchased by calling Arabian 
Nights at 407-239-9223. Ask for the 
“Freedom Ride discount.”

SEPT. 7
Take a “Financial Peace University” 
class by money management expert 
Dave Ramsey, who has transformed 
families by helping them get control of 
their money, stop struggling to make 
ends meet and change their families’ 
futures. It starts Wednesdays, Sept. 
7. There will be a preview night on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24. The classes 
will be held at the University Carillon 
United Methodist Church, 1395 Cam-
pus View Court, Oviedo. It costs $100 
to attend. Register at ucumc.net

ONGOING
The Winter Springs Farmers 
Market is every Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on State Road 434 
and Tuskawilla Road in the Winter 
Springs Town Center. Visit Winter-
SpringsFarmersMarket.com for more 
information.

The Oviedo Farmers Market is the 
first Saturday of every month from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the grounds of 
the Historic Lawton House, 200 W. 
Broadway St. Visit OviedoHS.com for 
more information. 

The Planetarium at Seminole State 
College of Florida will host the fol-
lowing: “Central Florida Nights,” pre-
sented from 8:30-9:30 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 19. “Luna” will be presented 
from 8:30-9:30 p.m. on Saturdays, 
Aug. 20 and Aug. 27. “Stories of 
the Night Sky” will be presented 
from 8:30-9:30 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
26.Visit seminolestate.edu/planet or 
call 407-708-2360 for additional in-
formation. 

The Adult Literacy League is now 
offering a variety of free classes for 
adult learners with low levels of liter-
acy in Orange and Osceola counties. 
Call 407-422-1540 or visit adultlit-
eracyleague.org for details.
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Carrie Mucha, of Winter Springs’ 
Tijuana Flats, won the Tijuana Flats 
Leadership Development Scholar-
ship. This year is the seventh year Ti-
juana Flats has provided employees a 
$3,000 scholarship to be used toward 
college expenses. Carrie has been 
working for Tijuana Flats for three 
years. She is beginning her fi nal year 

at UCF where she is studying psy-
chology. Carrie was nominated be-
cause she embodies the Tijuana Flats 
brand and lifestyle. She takes the 
time needed to get to know guests, 
and they come back over and over 
because of it. 

The Oviedo Preservation Project is 
having its 7th Annual Photography 
Contest. Winning photographs of his-
toric Oviedo locations will receive not 
only a cash prize but also publication 
in the 2012 Preservation Calendar, 
which will be circulated to 20,000 
people. Photos are due by Friday, Aug. 
26, and this year’s theme is “Porches 
of Greater Oviedo.” All structures 
and landmarks in Oviedo, Chuluota, 
Geneva and surrounding areas that 
are at least 50 years old are eligible. 
Email submissions to Contest@Ovie-
doTraditions.org. Include your name 
and the address of the picture in your 
message. 

TOPP is in need of volunteer actors 
and helpers to pull off another year 
at the Annual Cemetery Tour. The 

date will be Monday, Oct. 24 (a devia-
tion from the day of the week when 
the tour has been traditionally held). 
Please e-mail Info@OviedoTraditions.
org or call Gloria at 407-365-5001 if 
you can help with the tradition. 

An iPod was reported missing from 
Geneva on the 4th of July. It belongs 
to Patsy Boyer, who was the volunteer 
face-painter at the festival. It has a 
red rubber cover on the back. Please 
let her know if you found it. Call 407-
349-0684.

The Rural Heritage Center needs 
a volunteer who can assist the ex-
ecutive director in continuing the 
development and carrying out of day-
to-day operations of the center. Ap-
plicants must have strong fundraising 
capabilities, management and orga-
nizational skills. Send your resume 
and questions to ruralheritage1@
gmail.com

The Seminole County Board of County 
Commissioners is launching a new 
Coast2Coast Rx card. It will al-

low all county residents, regardless 
of income, age or health status, to 
participate in the program and save 
on the cost of their medications. 
This program has saved cardholders 
throughout the nation an average of 
55 percent in 2011 on the cost of pre-
scription drugs. Even pets and other 
people living outside the county are 
able to take part in the program. 

The Rx card will be distributed 
free of charge and may be used at all 
pharmacy chains and most indepen-
dent pharmacies in Seminole County 
and includes more than 60,000 drugs 
in its formulary. The Coast2Coast Rx 
card will be available for residents 
at most participating pharmacies, 
governmental offi ces, libraries and 
Seminole County health facilities. 
Residents will also be able to print 
the Rx card, check their prescription 
prices and view the nearest par-
ticipating locations at coast2coastrx.
com/seminole

School news
The University of Central Florida’s 

Young Women Leaders Program 
has received the 2011 Donna Allen 
Award for Feminist Advocacy. The 
Young Women Leaders Program is a 
UCF Women’s Studies initiative where 
female UCF students volunteer as big 
sisters, mentoring 80 seventh-grade 
girls in Seminole County schools each 
year.

UCF Florida Interactive Entertain-
ment Academy games “Scarfell,” 
“Dead West” and “Nexus” were se-
lected from a pool of videogame pitch-
es to be fully developed into samples. 
The edited games will be debuted at 
a fi nal presentation on Friday, Aug. 
5 from 3-5 p.m. at UCF’s Center for 
Emerging Media, 500 W. Livingston 
St., in downtown Orlando. The public 
is invited. To learn more about FIEA, 
visit fi ea.ucf.edu. Once developed, 
the samples are play-tested by other 
students and the public, who provide 
feedback and draw attention to any 
technical errors.
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SAVE $5 on Tickets!
Offer excludes Front Row and VIP seats. No double discounts. 

SEPT. 
9 - 11

3 ways to redeem your $5 savings:
1. In person at the Amway Center Box Office
2. Call at 1-800-745-3000 and mention
    code SAVE
3. Log on to Ticketmaster.com and enter code SAVE

Regular Ticket Prices:
$15 • $20 • $25 • $35 VIP • $50 Front Row

Additional fees may apply.
 Fri. SEPT. 9  H 7:30 PM
 Sat. SEPT. 10  H 3:30 & 7:30 PM
 Sun. SEPT. 11  H 1:00 & 5:00 PM

GOOD FOR ALL PERFORMANCES

OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

CELEBRATING OVER 25 YEARS SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
Bernard S. Zeffren, MDBernard S. Zeffren, MD
Eugene F. Schwartz, MDEugene F. Schwartz, MD

Winnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-CWinnie Whidden, MSN, ARNP-C
Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,Voted Best Doctors of Central FL,

Orlando Magazine
for 7 consecutive yearsfor 7 consecutive years

Diplomates American Board of 
Allergy and Immunology

Evening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
407-862-5824  

Additional offices in Waterford Lakes, Hunters Creek & Orange City

Evening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours AvailableEvening Hours Available
793 Douglas Ave.

2 locations 
in Seminole 

County

7560 Red Bug Lake Rd., Ste. 2064 
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-366-7387

www.orlandoallergy.com

www.drpurvigandhi.com

Dr. Purvi Gandhi
Licensed Psychologist

Located Near Waterford Towne Center
11715 Orpington Street, Suite C

Orlando, FL 32817

407.380.7123

v Services for individuals, families, and groups

v Treating most common mental health issues

v Using mind-body techniques for healing

v Free 15-minute phone consultations

Carrie Mucha

PHOTO BY ISAAC BABCOCK — THE VOICE
Oviedo lifeguards and emergency personnel saved a drowning swimmer and 
were awarded for their heroism at the Aug. 1 City Council meeting. 

Rescue rangers
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best chance for success? 
According to 
paycheckforlife.com, three 
out of �ve middle-class 
Americans entering 
retirement today are 
projected to outlive their 
�nancial assets.

Learn how to protect your 
retirement account from 
losses, maintain upside 
potential and maximize 
your lifetime income.

Illustration period: 8 -31-2000 through 8 -31-2010. Each example shown assumes $100,000 
initial premium with no withdrawals. Market value based on the S&P 500® Index. Historical 
performance of the S&P 500®  Index should not be considered a representation of current or 
future performance of the Index or of any annuity.  Hypothetical index annuity product  
illustration assumes crediting method of a 6% annual point-to-point cap and annual reset. 
Hypothetical Income Rider Value assumes a 7% annual rate of return for income purposes.  
Illustration values represent gross returns.  Assumed annuity rates and actual historical prices of 
the S&P 500® Index were used in this purely hypothetical example for the purpose of 
illustrating comparitive values and to illustrate how the Interest-Crediting Strategy might have 
performed using di�erent assumptions but the same Index performance. Assumptions are not 
guaranteed. Past performance does not guarantee future results.    
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You don’t have to buy fancy paper or 
print photographs to make a scrapbook 
anymore. It can all be done in the digital 
realm.

Computer software programs, such 
as Story Rock, Studio-Scrap and Memo-
ries Suite, come equipped with template 
designs, and you can drag and drop pic-
tures in them.

Kathi Efland, a librarian and a 12-
year scrapbooker, taught a scrap-booking 
workshop, called “Novel Destinations,” 
on Saturday at Oviedo’s East Branch li-
brary. One trick she offered was how to 
edit photographs.

“If you’re good with computers, 
there’s a lot of photo editing software that 
you can use,” she said. “PhotoShop is a 
well-known one ... A lot of your comput-
ers already come with some kind of photo 
editing software, so if you have a digital 
photo, you can go in and crop out the 
background or make other changes to it. 
You can always get things reproduced in 
larger sizes.”

You can skip the printing step and 
hop onto Snapfish and Shutterfly, web-
sites created to file photographs. Efland 
explained to the students that they could 

also design scrapbooks digitally on these 
sites.

“You go into your photo file, you cre-
ate a book right online,” she said. “It’s 
easy to do. They walk you through it step 
by step … You don’t have to be any kind 
of computer expert. You just have to have 
your photos on your computer.”

Efland said that this innovative way 
of scrap booking was requested by a few 
people in the class. 

“That seems to be the interest,” she 
said. “It’s certainly an easy way to get a 
finished, completed project. … That would 
be an easy thing for us. We can bring a 
laptop in here, a projector and show them 
how to do it. So, that’s definitely some-
thing we can do in the future.”

Roseann Withers, a scrapbooker since 
1998, is one of the students who inquired 
about the library having a workshop to 
show how to utilize the online services 
to make a scrapbook, especially after she 
saw a final product of a digital scrapbook 
a librarian made.

“I want to be a learner, a lifelong learn-
er, and that’s what digital is,” she said. 
“It’s one thing to get a paper and pencil. 
This is nice.”

She said she has tons of supplies for 
paper scrapbooks that she wants to get 

through before she can start making digi-
tal books. She asked Efland if they will be 
having a workshop on digital scrap book-
ing.

“If they have a program on this, I 
would definitely go to this because I’m 
afraid to take the next step by myself,” 
she said. “This is my next step.”

Peggy Rios Miller, a Puerto Rican na-
tive who lives in California, visited her 
sister and parents in Oviedo and attended 
the workshop with them to build a scrap-
book for the first time. “I am not so good 
on the computer,” she said. “I have no 
idea how to do that, but it will be nice to 
know.”

But one thing will stay the same dur-
ing this evolution: why people do it.

“The primary purpose of scrap book-
ing is to preserve memories for future 
generations,” Efland said. “But the sec-
ondary purpose often is to exercise your 
creativity. … Scrap booking allows you 
to  be artistic, and it allows you to be cre-
ative, and there’s so many tools.”

PHOTO BY NIKKI NAMDAR — THE VOICE
The days of ribbons and printed photos may be ending for modern-day scrapbookers.

NIKKI NAMDAR
The Voice

Digital scraps

Learn more

If you are interested in attending a scrap-
booking class, visit www.seminolecoun-

tyfl .gov/libraries/indexaspx
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• Individualized Services and Care 
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Joint Pain? Join Us For a Free SeminarJoint Pain? Join Us For a Free Seminar

Learn about:

• Non-surgical arthritis 
treatment

• An approach to hip 
replacement surgery that 
may result in less pain and 
a quicker recovery time.

Individual results vary. With any surgery, there are potential 
risks and recovery times may differ depending on the patient.

Maitland Senior Ctr
345 S Maitland Ave
Maitland, FL 32757

Monday, Aug 15 • 6:30-7:30pmMonday, Aug 15 • 6:30-7:30pm
Maitland Senior CenterMaitland Senior Center
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Return to a Lifestyle 
You Deserve

Call (352) 327-4713 to 
reserve your seat today!
Refreshments will be provided.

Most Older People 
Have Diverticulosis

DEAR DR. DONOHUE: I am a
78-year-old female, active and in
good health — or so I thought. I eat
right and never smoked or drank
alcohol. Yesterday, a colonoscopy
showed severe diverticulosis. The
doctor prescribed Benefiber, then
left and never returned. 

I am stunned. What do I do now?
Will I have this forever? Am I
unhealthy? How does one develop
diverticulosis? What the difference
between “osis” and “itis”? — S.K.

ANSWER: Your world isn’t collaps-
ing. You’re healthy. You’ll have diver-
ticulosis forever. By age 60, half of the
people in North America have it. By
age 80, two-thirds have it. A diverticu-
lum is a bulge of the inner colon lining
through the colon’s muscular wall to
its outer surface. A diverticulum looks
like a small soap bubble. It’s only 1/5
to 2/5 inches (0.5 to 1 cm) in diameter.
You can thank our diet for diverticulo-
sis. We refine flour and throw away its
bran — the outer coat of grain.

In countries where whole grains
(including the bran) are commonly
used, diverticulosis is a rarity. Bran
and other fiber hold water in undigest-
ed food. Without fiber, the food
residue dries and becomes hard. The
colon muscles have to generate a great
deal of force to keep it moving. That
force causes the colon lining to pop
through the colon wall as a diverticu-
lum. For most, diverticulosis is a silent
condition that remains silent for life.

For a few, the diverticulum breaks
and causes a local infection in the
colon — diverticulitis. The pain of a
diverticulitis attack is usually felt in

the lower left corner of the abdomen,
and sometimes people have fever and
chills along with the pain. The attack
is treated by resting the tract and by
giving antibiotics.

We’re supposed to get 30 grams of
fiber a day. Fruits (especially those
with edible skins), many vegetables
and whole-grain products are the
source of dietary fiber. If people can-
not get enough fiber in their diet, then
commercial products like the one
you’re taking fill the gap. Metamucil,
Perdiem, Citrucel and Fiberall are oth-
er examples.

The booklet on diverticulosis
explains the ins and outs of this very
common disorder. To order a copy,
write: Dr. Donohue — No. 502W, Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475.
Enclose a check or money order (no
cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6 Canada with
the recipient’s printed name and
address. Please allow four weeks for
delivery.

***
DEAR DR. DONOHUE: My hus-

band has chronic blepharitis and
frequently develops hard buildups
in both eyes that cause great dis-
comfort. The doctor must remove
them two times a month. What can
be done to prevent them? — S.R.

ANSWER: Blepharitis (BLEF-uh-
RYE-tiss) is inflammation of the eye-
lid margins, which become red and
crusty. The crust can build up into hard
deposits. A twice-a-day program of lid
cleansing might eliminate the crusts.

Have your husband apply warm
compresses (a wet washcloth) to
closed lids for five to 10 minutes and
then massage the lids. After the mas-
sage, he cleanses the lid margins with
a cotton-tipped applicator dipped in a
solution of one part baby shampoo and
one part water. The doctor might have
to prescribe an antibiotic ointment.

***
Dr. Donohue regrets that he is

unable to answer individual letters,
but he will incorporate them in his col-
umn whenever possible. Readers may
write him or request an order form of
available health newsletters at P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475.

© 2009 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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How Does Your 
Hospital Rate?

It really DOES matter what hospital
you go to when you need care. Your
life could depend on it.

So says the seventh annual study by
HealthGrades. This is the same group
that tracks doctors, hospitals and
nursing homes and assigns a grade for
the level of care. 

Its latest study reveals that your risk
of death can be cut as much as 27 per-
cent if you get your care at a “Distin-
guished Hospital for Clinical Excel-
lence.” To get that designation, a hos-
pital has to pass a long list of criteria.

The HealthGrades Web site
[www.healthgrades.com] lists by
state all of the “Distinguished” hospi-
tals. You can search (for free) for
grades on a given hospital for any of
dozens of medical conditions. Look
for Research Hospitals on the front
screen of the Web site.

It’s when you want a full report on a
hospital that you have to pay a fee.
You’ll also have to pay a fee to check
out a specific doctor or nursing home
— it costs money for the report. 

A much easier way to check on a
hospital or doctor is on the govern-
ment’s Health and Human Services
website [www.hospitalcompare.hhs
.gov].

The HHS layout lets you compare
multiple hospitals, right on the same
screen. The information is very com-
prehensive, too. For example, one
question concerns the percent of
surgery patients who were given an
antibiotic at the right time, within one
hour before surgery. This is a small
detail maybe, but crucial to one’s
recovery.

To find out if there is a “Distin-
guished” hospital in your area, check
the HealthGrades Web site and then
search for details at the HHS site.

Still, if you’re facing a major med-
ical issue, perhaps paying for the
HealthGrades report would give you
needed extra information.

Matilda Charles regrets that she
cannot personally answer reader
questions, but will incorporate them
into her column whenever possible.
Write to her in care of King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or send e-
mail to columnreply@gmail.com.

© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Exercise isn’t enough

Many of us exercise for an hour 
a few times a week and assume 
that takes care of all our heart 
needs. Not so, apparently, ac-
cording to a long-term study. 
Researchers wanted to know the 
correlation, if any, between the 
hours spent watching television 
and heart disease. A second part 
of the study looked at the cor-
relation between those TV hours 
and higher Body Mass Index 
(BMI) and high cholesterol.

What they found is enough 
to make you toss away the 

television remote control: Sitting 
too long is tied to risk of obesity, 
cancer, heart disease and diabe-
tes. It’s the equivalent of smok-
ing cigarettes in a lot of ways.

And even if we get regular 
exercise, it doesn’t counteract 
the affects of sitting for long 
hours.

Cardiologist Dr. David 
Cohen described prolonged 
sitting as the body going into 
“storage mode.” The longer you 
sit, the worse the risks. For those 
still working at desk jobs, he 
suggested delivering messages 
down the hall instead of sending 
email, and in general, moving as 
much as possible.

Some of Cohen’s sugges-
tions also can apply to those of 
us who don’t work outside the 

home: standing up when talking 
on the telephone, taking stairs 
when possible, going for walks.

Being up and about is good 
for weight bearing on long bones 
and building up bone strength. 
Moving, even just walking, 
increases blood flow to limbs, 
brain and heart. As a start, I’m 
still in favor of taking the batter-
ies out of the television remote 
control. There would be no idle 
channel surfing, skimming for 
programs to watch. Instead we’d 
consult the show listings, get 
up, walk across the room and 
change the channel by hand. 
And who knows, while we’re 
up, we might even decide not to 
sit back down again.

Matilda Charles regrets that she 
cannot personally answer reader 
questions, but will incorporate them 
into her column whenever pos-
sible. Write to her in care of King 
Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, 
or send email to columnreply@
gmail.com

© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ATHLETICS
THIS WEEK in sports history

Aug. 16, 1948 — 
Baseball legend George Herman “Babe” Ruth dies from cancer in 
New York City. For two days, tens of thousands of fans stood in line 
to pay their last respects. Ruth hit a record 60 home runs in the 
1927 season and led the Yankees to seven pennants.

All You Can Sample! 
 30+

BOURBONS/SPIRITS

30+ 
BEERS 

+ great food vendors

Baldwin Park • Orlando
Live Music • Tasting Theater • Contests

V.I.P Session, 2-8pm : $50
General Session, 4-8pm : $40

Y’all come on out for day full 
of spirit sippin’, beer tastin’ and 
food chompin’ – all for a great 
cause – the Wounded Warrior 
Project.  

Brought to you by Events for Change, Inc., producers of the Orlando Chili Cook-off.

Purchase tickets online at www.ob3fest.com
or at OB3 Headquarters - 

Paddy Murphys in Baldwin Park

Be a V.I.P.     
2 EXTRA HOURS to sample 
your favorite spirits/beers

Sampling glass & lanyard

Access to a private bar  
with waitress service

Preferred seating in the 
middle of the action

Benefitting:

Saturday • September 24, 2011

MEN’S DIVORCE
L  A  W    F  I  R  M

J & B NEW AUTO REPLACEMENT PARTS 
LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN

CALL US TODAY @ 407-568-2131 
OR  1-800-432-2952

17105 E. COLONIAL DR.     ORLANDO, FL 32820

WINDOW REGULATORS - NEW HEADLIGHTS 
- NEW TAILIGHTS - SIDE MIRRORS - HOODS - 

FENDERS AND MORE.....

Tom Carey
SundewGardens@gmail.com

“Homegrown always tastes better.”

Experience homegrown gardening: 
Plan your next fieldtrip to Sundew Gardens

A bizarre turn of events on Tropicana Field turned two flailing teams 
into would-be champions, and then sent the Florida Collegiate Sum-
mer League nearly on its head as the Sanford River Rats clawed their 
way to the championship. 

In a wild swing of events, the Rats came back from a 4-0 shutout 
and won 7-5 over the Winter Park Diamond Dawgs, who led off the 
game with a brilliant first inning before seeing their offense fizzle 
late. 

Hoisting the FCSL trophy, the Rats were unlikely champions after 
a wild comeback that for all intents and purposes spanned an entire 
season. 

The Rats had struggled since the second week after briefly flirting 
with the league lead, then struggled as they slowly plunged to near 
the league basement in the next two months. 

But that was all erased in the final inning in the final game of the 
season as they shocked the Dawgs by breaking a 5-5 ninth inning 
stalemate in dramatic fashion. 

A double, a bloop single, a sac fly, another bloop single and two 
runs scored made all the difference in a game that went from big hits 
to small ball. By the end of the top of the ninth, the Rats had a tenu-
ous lead. 

That’s when the Rats’ Adam Maxon took the mound and took out 
the side in order to end the game with the final out in second base-
man Ryan Brnovich’s glove. 

After going 2-3 with three RBI in the game, James Ramsay walked 
away with the MVP award for the Rats. The Dawgs’ Michael Danner 
was cruising for his own MVP award with a bases-clearing triple in 
the first that gave the Dawgs their first three runs, plus a single, be-
fore the Dawgs were overtaken.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FCSL
The FCSL champion Sanford River Rats pose for the cameras after a shocking comeback at Tropicana Field. 

ISAAC BABCOCK
The Voice

Rats stun Dawgs in championship
After falling behind at the end of the 
season, Sanford shocks the FCSL
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Advocacy in a different 
forum

I want to dedicate this col-
umn to a subject very dear to 
our hearts or should I say our 
stomachs — food. On Oct. 24, 
Americans from all walks of 
life will come together to push 
for healthy, affordable food 
produced in a sustainable way 
through a national grassroots 
campaign called Food Day. It 
will include events in cities all 
over the country. Food Day is 
sponsored by the Center for 
Science in the Public Interest 
(CSPI), a nonprofi t watchdog 
group that has led fi ghts for 
food labeling, better nutrition 
and safer food since 1971.

While I am an advocate 
for the banking industry, my 
advocacy skills have fallen onto 
my youngest daughter, Caro-
lina. She is a Food Day intern 
for CSPI, which is located in 
Washington, D.C. Carolina is 
also the U.S. ambassador for 
Slow Food Rome. I have learned 
so much from her about food 
safety and the processing of 
food in our country. No need to 
say that I am very proud of the 
accomplishments of both my 
daughters. My oldest, Cristina, 
earned her MBA from Rollins 
College and lives and works in 
Orlando. 

Food is becoming a hot issue 

for all Americans. It is an issue 
that transcends political par-
ties. It truly is a nonpartisan or 
bipartisan issue. We all want 
to know what we are putting 
in our bodies and how it is 
produced and processed. We 
want food information at our 
fi ngertips. What safety standard 
was used to raise or grow that 
specifi c food? Is it farm-raised 
fi sh or from the wild? 

I don’t think a few years ago 
we asked these questions or, 
quite frankly, cared enough to 
even ask. Thanks to my daugh-
ter Carolina, I am asking these 
questions today. 

Food Day will encourage 
people around the country to 
sponsor or participate in activi-
ties that encourage Americans 
to “eat real.” Have you ever 
asked yourself why is it we 
have all these diseases today? Is 
it related to all the junk food we 
are eating? Have you ever read 
the ingredients of many of the 
processed foods we eat? Even 
with my law degree, I do not 
understand those labels because 
they are full of obscure ingredi-
ents. Are those ingredients good 
for us? Eaten often, will they 
compromise our health? 

Some of the campaign’s 
goals include: 

• Reducing diet-related 
disease by promoting healthy 
foods. The American diet is too 

low in fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains and too high in 
fatty meat, soft drinks, and salty 
packaged and restaurant foods 
— contributing to hundreds of 
thousands of premature deaths 
each year due to heart disease, 
diabetes, stroke and cancer. 

• Curbing junk-food market-
ing. Americans need to make 
better and wiser choices in 
avoiding foods that cause obe-
sity and other health problems. 

Food is becoming a top 
priority for all of us. In the com-
ing years, will you want good 
and safe food standards for the 
foods you and your family eat? 
On Oct. 24, join Americans in 
making a change for a better 
future and participate in Food 
Day! 

To learn more and get in-
volved, visit www.foodday.org 
or e-mail foodday@cspinet.org

—Alex Sanchez
Tallahassee

Back to school budget
According to the National 
Retail Federation, consumers 
throughout Florida and across 
the country plan to rein in back-
to-school spending this year 
— decreasing the amount they 
spend on clothes and supplies. 
From backpacks to lunchboxes 
to calculators, the items can 
quickly add up. Here are a few 

tips to keep your spending 
under control.

1. Set a budget and pri-
oritize. Before you set foot in 
a store, take inventory around 
the house to see what supplies 
you already have and determine 
how much you’re able to spend.

2. Take advantage of the 
Florida sales tax holiday, Aug. 
12-14. During this period, no 
sales tax will be collected on 
most clothing, footwear and 
accessories selling for less than 
$75, or on school supplies less 
than $15. Go to http://dor.
myflorida.com/dor/gta.html 
for more details.

3. Write it down. Impulse 
buys and flashy, more expensive 
items can quickly send your to-
tal spiraling out of control. Stick 
to the basics on your list.

4. Stock up after school 
starts. Oftentimes, materials on 
teachers’ lists aren’t needed the 
first week of school. If you can 
wait a week or so, some of these 
supplies may be marked down. 

5. Clip coupons and join 
reward programs. Coupon 
clipping can trim away extra 
expense. Rewards programs 
might also be worth it, depend-
ing on the store. But make sure 
you know whether you’re sign-
ing up for a credit card or just a 
customer incentive program. 

6. Rent vs. buy. Before spend-
ing the big bucks on expensive 

new items like musical instru-
ments or sports equipment 
(which your child might quickly 
lose interest in), consider rent-
ing or buying used items. 

7. Prioritize “needs” versus 
“wants.” Although that new 
computer may be on sale, do 
you really need it? Don’t shop 
sales — shop prices. 

8. Evaluate online vs. in-store 
totals. Shopping online can save 
money, time and gas. Just make 
sure to look at the total amount 
before checking out. Fees, ship-
ping costs and other expenses 
might outweigh the benefit. 

9. Monitor prices. Ask about 
sales adjustments and watch 
prices after your purchase. 
Many retailers will honor the 
discounted amount.

10. Check sales receipts be-
fore leaving the store to ensure 
your total is correct. Coupon-
clipping doesn’t count if dis-
counts aren’t applied correctly. 

Being mindful of every dol-
lar can add up to big savings in 
the check-out line. 

If you’re able to help provide 
school supplies for children 
whose families can’t, stop by 
any Fifth Third Bank to contrib-
ute to our school supply drive. 

—Leo Gonzalez
Senior Vice President of Retail 

Banking Executive at Fifth Third Bank 
(Central Florida)

VOICES
THIS WEEK in political history

Aug. 25, 1944 — 
After more than four years of Nazi occupation, Paris is liberated by 
the French 2nd Armored Division and the U.S. 4th Infantry Division. 
German General Dietrich von Choltitz defied an order by Adolf 
Hitler to blow up Paris’ landmarks and burn the city to the ground 
before its liberation.

I look forward to 
learning more and 
getting better grades. 
I like P.E., swimming 
and math. This year 
I’ll learn pre-algebra, 
geography and sci-
ence. I’ll be going 
into the seventh 
grade at Double R.

—Paige A. 
12 years old

I’ll be going into the 
seventh grade. I play 
the flute in the band. 
I like algebra — it’s 
easy! I like reading, 
especially fiction. 
My teacher is pretty 
funny.

—Payton H. 
12 years old

I look forward to 
meeting my new 
teachers and going 
on field trips. I will be 
… learning about the 
states and about the 
world. In math I’ll be 
learning about adding 
and subtracting frac-
tions.

—Hunter A. 
10 years old

I like language arts 
and also learning 
about the history 
and cultures of how 
people lived long ago. 
Summer camp has 
been fun, everyone 
is nice and we have 
fun.

—Keanu L. 
10 years oldYo
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Call 407-563-7026 or e-mail 
editor@observernewspapers.com to have 

The Voice visit your class or group.

Voices!

I want to meet new friends and keep 
doing good with my grades. In math 
we are going to learn how to add 
really big numbers and will learn 
multiplication. My teachers are really 
nice.

—April O. 
8 years old

We asked kids from 
Double R Summer Camp 
what excites them about 
the new school year.

Get your network on at job fairs
EMPLOYMENT

 Ask
Sandi

Central Florida Employment Council 
will be celebrating our 100th job fair with 
the governor’s job fair on Sept. 7. Dur-
ing the 14 years we have done job fairs, 
thousands of people have landed jobs. 
My favorite stories are the ones where 
the recruiter was actually hired at our job 
fair and is now recruiting people for his 

or her company.
Job fairs can be a great way to meet 

new employers. This gives you a chance 
to ask the employer questions about job 
opportunities and learn more about the 
company’s hiring process. 

The biggest complaint I hear from job 
fairs is that you still have to apply online 
with many companies, but the upside is 
the face-to-face connection makes you 
more than just another resume on the 
pile.

Networking, taking advantage of 
resources, participating in seminars and 
doing informational interviews will take 
you much farther than sitting in front of 
a computer and fi lling in forms.

I would also like to encourage you to 
visit the new CFEC.org website and up-
load your resume. Many employers are 
looking there for you. We are launching 
a new website in the next few weeks so 
keep checking for all of the bright new 
features.

Sandi Vidal is the executive director for Christian 
HELP and the Central Florida Employment Council, 
with more than 10 years of recruiting and human 
resources experience. Please send questions 
about employment by fax 407-260-2949, sandi@
christianhelp.org, or mail Ask Sandi C/O Christian 
HELP, 450 Seminola Blvd., Casselberry, FL 32707.

TALK 
TOSANDI>

Letters to the Editor

—2—

KFWS • MindGym
July 18, 2011 
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* Asset & Financial Investigations
* Business Background Investigations

* Due Diligence on Companies & Investment Opportunities
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED FIRM 

A+ RATED - BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

(407)583-4080
(407)650-3344 Fax

FL#A9100281

BUSINESS PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS

 WWW.CJAEXPERT.COM

Casting Boys & Girls, ages 4-17 years old, all ethnicities!

Drake Model & Talent Agency has Opportunities for young 
talent to be cast at both Disney & Universal Studios!!! 

Call today for an appointment!
Drake Model & Talent 

407-339-4570

NOW Casting for Kids!

Paid 
Jobs

AA SAME DAY GARAGE

DOOR SERVICE

Same Day Service Guaranteed

$ 10.00 Off

Any Double

Spring Replacement

FREE

Complete Door

Maintenance With

any Service

ORLANDO

407-780-1691

CAPE CORAL

239-574-7979

MIAMI

305-597-7399

• Broken Spring • Rollers • Hinges • Openers & Remotes 
• Keyless Entries • All Types of Door Parts

FREE
Complete Door 

Maintenance 
with any Service

407-780-1691
Orlando, FL

PLEASE MARK YOUR RESPONSE HERE:
Will you please review and respond as soon as possible? 
We are waiting for your approval.  Please NOTE:
this is NOT a second opportunity to design the ad.  Redesign 
changes may result in additional charges. Thank you!

1. Please circle A or B below:

     A:    I approve this ad as shown here

     B:   I approve this ad with changes as marked 
 (How many changes are marked? _____)

2. Please double check phone/address/names.

Phone & address are correct (initials here) ________

With this signature, I signify my understanding that payment 
for this ad is due per Advertising Agreement.

Signed ________________________________

Central Florida’s Trusted Source for Local Connections • Mailed to 87,500 Households Monthly

Since 1995

(407) 366-8696
Fax (407) 359-2118

P.O. Box 4548
Winter Park, FL  32793

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
This ad will appear in these areas and months.

____Waterford Lakes__________________ 

____College Park/Orlando______________ 

____Winter Park/Maitland_______________ 

____Sweetwater/Heathrow______________ 

____Tuscawilla/Wntr Sprgs _____________

____Oviedo__________________________
 
____Baldwin/Winter Pk. East ____________

X                   JUNE 2011

Colors may not be an exact match with final printed ad. 

X                   JUNE 2011

• NEVER Charge Overtime
• 35 Years Experience
• 24 Hour Service

A 
Better
Plumber

Commercial • Residential

407-644-4000

Leak detection and repairs

Whole house repipes

Irrigation

Drain cleaning

Hydro Jetting/Rootburning
Sewer Camera

Water heaters

Backflow testing

Fixture installs

Lic CFC1427645

X                   JUNE 2011

• NEVER Charge Overtime
• 35 Years Experience
• 24 Hour Service

407-629-6782Randall Allen, Owner
ST. CERT. CA-C058163

System Replacements• 
Heat Pumps• 
Duct Systems• 
Service To All Makes• 
Maintenance• 
WE CAN FIND YOUR FREON LEAK• 

Serving Winter Park & Maitland Since 1989

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 
SALES & SERVICE

“We Aim To Please”

AIR-O MECHANICAL

WE CAN FIND YOUR FREON LEAK

Serving Winter Park & Maitland Since 1989

$49 
Service Call
Winter Park & Maitland Only

HODGES BROTHERS 
INC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

Locally owned roofing company serving Central Florida since 
1978. Offering Complete Residential and Commercial roofing 

and construction services.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Call for your free estimate.

407-650-0013
501 Hames Avenue. Orlando, FL 32805

info@hodgesbrothers.net
WWW.HODGESBROTHERS.NET

CCC042845CGC1518169

BE PREPARED 
FOR HURRICANE 

SEASON!

SERVICE
D I R E C T O R Y

Above Garage Door Inc. 7 ft.
OPENERS

Starting at

$250
installed

Serving Central Florida
Available 7 Days a Week • Licensed & Insured

We specialize in any kind of repairs
for doors and openers. Tune-ups
& Adjustments. Rollers replaced, 

Transmitters & Receivers
Hurricane Doors

GARAGE DOORS - INSTALLED
8x7 
9x7 
16x7 
16x7 w/opener

$475
$575
$700
$950

COUPON REQUIRED

Not Valid with any other offer

COUPON REQUIRED
BROKEN SPRINGS SPECIAL

$150
Lifetime Warranty
Not Valid with any other offer

407-384-7614
$19.95 SERVICE CALL - FREE WITH REPAIR

Se Habla Español

TheMarketplace

Taylor’s Lawn Care
Full sevice lawn care and trees 
& gardens. One time or weekly 
service you make the call. Call 
Russ 407-417-7842

Owner Operators
With Tandem Axle Tractors. 
Dedicated Auto Part Runs: 
Pickup in Daytona Beach, FL to 
Arlington, TX Great Pay, Bene-
fits, Hometime! CDL-A, 18mos 
Exp. 22YOA. Clean MVR. 800-
723-6046 x227

Drivers: Reefer & Flatbed.
Drivers Needed! More 
Freight=Top Earnings! Paid 
CDL Training Avail & Benefits. 
800-446-4782 or primeinc.
com

WELDERS AND 
CARPENTER SUBS 

NEEDED
WELDERS AND CARPENTER 
SUBS NEEDED Must have li-
ability and exemption insur-
ance. Call: 407-977-2731 and 
leave a message.

help wanted professional 
services

autos
Cars / Antiques

1970 Chevrolet Chevelle 
Big Block SS, red with white 
stripes,$5700, debrjaj9@msn.
com

BANKRUPTCY 
LAWYERS

Free Confidential Consulta-
tion - Payment Plans Available 
- Adams & James, P.L. - 415 
S. Orlando Ave, Suite 1 - Win-
ter Park, FL, 32789. Mark A. 
James, Esq., 407-679-3111, 
mjames@adamsjameslaw.
com

DRIVERS: $1000 SIGN-ON BONUS 

And up to .55cpm running
Flatbed Over the Road.

No Tarping! Great Benefit Pkg!
CDL-A, Clean Background 

& MVR Required

Call
1-888-567-4969
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DRIVERS: OVER 
THE ROAD
Great Pay 
& Benefi ts

No Tarping!
1yr Verifi able 

CDL-A
Clean Back-
ground/MVR

Loudon 
County 

Trucking
1-800-745-7290
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SERVICE D I R E C T O R Y

Just consider it doneJust consider it done

If It’s overwhelmIng to you,
turn It over to us and...

Lifestyle Management
Personal Assistant

Downsizing Specialist
Home/Office Organization

Interior/Event Design
Event Planning

Z Z

Just consIder It done, Inc.CONTACT CONTACT

386.878.3908
JustConsiderItDoneInc.com

Member NAPO Insured

Champion FenCe, LLC
407.947.1355

FRee estimates

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Repairs • Yard Clean-up

Wood • PVC • Chain Link • Ornamental

Bobcat • Demolition • Roll-off Containers Over 25 years 
Experience

Florida heat is on the way!
• Block 81% of radiant heat

• Lower Electric Bills
•Affordable

• Reduce attic temperature  
   by 50 degrees for new 

and existing homes

321-436-7706
ASK US HOW! CALL TODAY

FREE ESTIMATES

dwyerindustries@gmail.com
www.MrHeatBlock.com

American Family  
Funerals & Cremations  

Phone (407)339-0070 
 

Serving all of Central Florida 
Family Owned and Operated Se habla Español  

Alan Trueba  L.F.D. 

American Family  
Funerals & Cremations  

Phone (407)339-0070 
 

Serving all of Central Florida 
Family Owned and Operated Se habla Español  

Alan Trueba  L.F.D. Cremation Services, Shipping & Monuments.
Traditional, Contemporary & Veteran Services 
at half the price of what others would charge

•  Service, Repairs

218 W. Church Ave
Near the intersection of 434 and 427

In historic Longwood across from the police department

321.972.9488

Longwood Unique 
Consignment Boutique

Fashion!
We have:

Fashions• 
Jewelry• 
Art• 
Baby items• 
Home decor• 

10% OFF
Entire purchase
with this coupon

Custom Cabinets, 
hand crafted in Longwood, FL

Family Owned and Operated

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Office & Entertainment Centers

407-330-2058
www.lsrcustomcabinets.com

Your Local Office Supplier with Personalized Service

Specializing in • Ink, Toner and Copy Paper
Print, Promo and Office Furniture• 

Up to • 30% Off Retail 

FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY!!
Call Tony Today…

407-967-6738- Direct/ Cell
Email: tony.spinney@indoff.com

WINTER PARK New Stand-Alone MULTIPURPOSE ACTIVITY 
CENTER for Club Meetings, Receptions, etc. LARGE 1600 square 

feet, plus kitchen. Smoke-Free & alcohol-free. Reasonable cost.

Contact Calendar 
Coordinator,  
Jerry Stoffer,  

Community of Christ

407-312-5533 or 

IreneAndJerryStoffer 
@gmail.com

CUSTOM CABINETS
• Affordable Prices

• Reface and Replace
• Free Estimates

 

407-695-6449
AMERICAN CRAFTERS

Randall Trent

Licensed & Insured

Home Computer Repair LLC
Over 10 years experience, Microsoft Certifi ed Professional, 

trouble shooting, networking, training

Military discount 10%

Call Henry Langston at (321) 765 5445
“All is not Lost”

Licensed*Insured, Residential Services
321-460-7490

Martingreenclean@gmail.com
HealthyHomeCleaningServices.com

Miriam Martin
Owner/Operator

Green Clean At Its Best
Healthy Home Cleaning Services

AdAmAnLLC

Complete Home Repair
Construction Services

“Quality iS OuR 1st PRiORity”
“Emergency Services”

321-377-0685
Family Owned & OperatedFree Estimates Licensed & Insured

FL CBC 027000

Authorized dealer of

John Soriano, MS
407-325-8129

Three months to transforming 
your finances and your life, 

call to find out how!

Sales slumping? Business struggling?
It could be from how you are thinking!
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