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Krewe of Kids Crowns Royal Court

The Mardi Gras spirit is alive and well among the youngest revelers on Pensacola Beach. Amid cheers from krewe members the 2006 court was crowned at the Royal Doughnut Breakfast,
Saturday, February 11 at the Pensacola Beach Elementary School. New royalty who will lead the Krewe of Kids at their fourteenth annual parade are (L to R): Princess Starfish Holk, Queen
of Kids 2006 Chelsea Cahela, Grand Marshal Thomas Fitzgerald (seated), King of Kids 2006 Matt Schang, and Prince Edgar Shigley.  The Kids will host their Mardi  Gras Parade, Saturday,
February 18 at the Gulfside Pavilion at 12:30 p.m. in conjuction with the Krewe of Junkanoo Kritter Krawl.
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Buck Lee, General Manager
of the Santa Rosa Island Author-
ity, created order out of the worst
chaos ever in the modern history
of Pensacola Beach when he took
the manager's job last May. On
Wednesday, February 1, the
Santa Rosa Island Authority,
voted to renew Buck's contract
for another year and awarded
him a five percent raise.

The SRIA, in their full board
meeting responded to the recent
evaluation of Buck by recogniz-
ing his accomplishments under
adverse conditions.

Bill Griffith, vice chairman,
said, "I believe we need to look
at the strengths of Mr. Lee in
dealing with three major hurri-
canes, I think that in the area of
dealing with these things, the
public, we need to recognize his
contributions to the Island. A job
well done."

"I think he has done a beau-

Buck Lee's First  Year Unanimously Approved
tiful job under adverse condi-
tions," said Dr. Tom
Campanella.

Vernon Prather borrowed a
phrase from Charles Dickens
when he told the board Buck Lee
had come to the Island in the
"worst of times."

Jimmie Perkins echoed all
his fellow board members when
he said, Buck did a real good job
and deserved at least a five per-
cent raise.

Two hotels, destroyed by
hurricanes, Clarion Suites and
Five Flags Inn, were both ap-
proved for an increase to fifty
units per acre when new con-
struction begins.

Both hotels must agree to
three year construction time lim-
its and (1) must participate in the
Gulfside Boardwalk, if permit-
ted, (2) include appropriate con-
vention space, and (3) pay a rea-
sonable impact fee or consider-

The Santa Rosa Island Au-
thority, at their special board
meeting on February 8, awarded
the contract to repair the
Quietwater Pier to Davis Marine.
At a cost of $436,900 the pier will
have new concrete pilings,
treated wood, stainless steel con-
nectors, and a new lighting sys-
tem.

Dave Hemphill, Baskerville
Donovan assured board members
that the work would be complete
by May 20, well in advance of
the annual De Luna Landing in
June.

Committee meetings fol-
lowed the special board meeting,
but most items were held in com-
mittee until March.

A draft was presented to the

Administrative Committee, de-
fining the size and amenities
which the SRIA thought should
be included in new hotel room
construction. Room size would
be limited to 500 square feet
or less on most rooms and
rooms would have no kitchen
facilities.

Developers present at the
meeting noted that the type of
hotels constructed on the
Beach should be based on mar-
ket requirements, rather than
SRIA regulation.

"I am very concerned
about the restrictive demeanor
of this Board," Julian
MacQueen, developer and
owner of Innisfree Corporation
said. "I ask you to delay your

action until I can prepare a pro-
posal with all the developers
who are the stakeholders."

This item was held in com-
mittee for further discussion.

The Administrative Com-
mittee also voted their approval
of a statement of SRIA gover-
nance policy which will go to
the Full Board March 1.

The Board was seeking
clarification of the Board's
scope of operation. They ac-
cepted the draft which read, in
part, "The SRIA board estab-
lishes policy, however, the day
to day operation of the SRIA is
under the supervision and di-
rection of the general manager
and his department managers
as he sees fit…The SRIA board

ation fee, earmarked for parking
related projects.

Speaking on behalf of the
Clarion owners' group, Attorney
Jesse Rigby, and the Clarion's
Board president Paul Grimes,
agreed with the caveats attached
to the approval of their request.

"We are happy to and expect
to participate in reducing any
impact our property would cre-
ate in the core area," Grimes said.

Buck Lee presented the State
of the Island report, noting all the
areas undergoing improvement
by the SRIA.

Sea turtles and nesting Terns
found a place in the report along
with road rebuilding and widen-
ing, public facilities, landscap-
ing, beaches, parks, parking, pro-
motions, fiscal conditions and
many other items.

The SRIA has established a
turtle monitoring program to
help protect sea turtles who reach

Pensacola Beach to lay their
eggs. They also survey lighting
conditions to see if they distract
hatchlings as they travel toward
the Gulf of Mexico.

Least Terns and Black Skim-
mers have their protected nest-
ing area, near the water tanks,
with a fence and signs to protect
the birds.

Overall, the State of the Is-
land report was positive, even
indicating that revenue might be
better than expected.

The Full Board approved
other requests including the ap-
proval of a sublease to Sabine
Marina for Emerald Coast Yachts
to offer sailing charters with not
more than three boats. Portofino
received approval to erect a can-
vas covering over their outdoor
dining area.

Gary Smith, president of the
Residents and Leaseholders As-
sociation in his report noted that
the organization had made a con-

tribution to the Krewe of Wrecks
parade fund. He announced that
the next meeting of the Associa-
tion was to be held February 14
at Sidelines. A nominating com-
mittee will be appointed to bring
a new slate of officers to the
March meeting.

Sandy Johnston, Executive
Director of the Pensacola Beach
Chamber of Commerce, assured
the Board, in her report that tour-
ism is increasing on the Beach.
Last month's count at the
Visitor's Information Center was
1100, and the numbers of snow-
birds arriving continue to in-
crease.

"We are looking for spon-
sors for the Blue Angels Air
Show and for the Tuesday Night
Blues on the Beach concerts,"
Sandy said. "We are also consid-
ering a Springfest event for this
April."

Mike Stebbins, in the
attorney's report, said he was
concerned that residential lease-
holders have not responded to
lease default proceedings. Sandy
Johnston agreed to check the
mailing addresses to make sure
the residents are receiving their
notifications.

Santa Rosa Island Author-
ity Full Board meetings are held
on the first Wednesday of the
month, followed by committee
meetings the second Wednesday.
All meetings are at the SRIA of-
fice, at 5 p.m. and are open to
the public.

Quietwater Pier Reopens May 20
members shall strive to conduct
their SRIA related activities in
concert with the policies, actions
and directions voted upon by the
collective body of the SRIA
board."

Other items on the commit-
tee agendas including the park-
ing of recreational vehicles on
Pensacola Beach, and additional
business fees were held in com-
mittee until their next meeting.

A financial report indicated
that revenues to the SRIA have
exceeded expectations and the
expenses have been held below
budget.

The Full Board will meet at
5 p.m. on March 1 at the SRIA
office. All SRIA meetings are
open to the public.

It sounded just like old pre-
Ivan times at the Pensacola
Beach Chamber of Commerce
meeting, January 31, when plans
for traditional events were an-
nounced.

Following February's events,
the Double Bridge Run and the
Krewe of Wrecks Mardi Gras
parade, the annual Crawfish Fes-

tival at Bamboo Willie's will be
April 14-16; the British Car
Show, April 28-29; and the Fam-
ily Surf Fest, May 27. More ac-
tivities will be added soon, ac-
cording to Sandy Johnston,
Chamber Executive Director.

During the meeting Cham-
ber members reviewed the Com-
mercial Lease Extension policy,

recently approved by the Santa
Rosa Island Authority.

The Beach Chamber is in the
process of putting together a
Beach business education policy
with statistics and comparisons
of how much it costs to run a
business on the Island compared
to similar enterprises on the
Mainland. The packet will be

made available to the SRIA and
the Board of County Commis-
sioners.

All Beach businesses are in-
vited to attend the next Chamber
of Commerce meeting which will
be at 8:30 a.m. at the Comfort
Inn on February 28. Business
After Hours will be on the same
date at 5:30 at Crab's.

Good Times Return to the Island
Pensacola Beach Chamber Fills Calendar With Festivals and Events
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By Jane Waters Cooper

Pensacola Beach

850-916-7188

49 VIA DE LUNA • PENSACOLA BEACH

ISLAND
REALTY

809 Via de Luna-3 bedroom/ 2 baths, 1456 sf
$699,000

Completely remodeled. Views of  Sound & Gulf
from the rooftop deck. Custom floor tile, crown
molding, built-in surround sound, granite counter
tops and stainless steel appliances. Special
hurricane resistant roof is rated to withstand
winds up to 130 mph.

Nan Harper
850-293-9321

John Pinzino
850-324-7188

• Fresh Gulf Seafood
• Live Maine Lobster
• Kids Playground

1010 Ft. Pickens Road
Pensacola Beach

932-4139
www.peglegpetes.com

Wings • Burgers • Seafood • Ribs
OPEN EVERYDAY at 11 AM

2 Via de Luna • Pensacola Beach

SCORE!
35C WINGS
on Thursday

Lunch Specials
Mon- Fri 11-2

Dinner Specials
Nightly

Pirate Specials
• Tuesday Snow Crab Buckets
• Wednesday Raw Oysters 25   ea
• Thursday Baked Oysters

OPEN EVERYDAY
at   11am

c

Yo
Ho
Ho Catch It All

FEBRUARY 26 - ON THE
MARDI GRAS PARADE ROUTE.

COME EARLY - STAY LATE

Sports on Hi Def
42 TVs • 11 Big Screens

Pay Per View Events

Hundreds of thousands of
dollars ago and hundreds of par-
ties ago, a mythical kingdom came
to be on Pensacola Beach. It was a
kingdom sparsely populated,
barely supported, practically bank-
rupt and almost invisible to every-
one in the world except for thirty
hardy revelers who believed in the
future promises that Mardi Gras
on the Island might hold.

In 1980, I, along with Frank
Douglas, general manager of
Gulfside Resorts and Larry Geisel,
owner of the Gulf Aire Motel took
a big bite of a project we were
never sure we could chew. Larry
started the treasury with a hundred
dollars which I promptly spent.
The Island Authority gave us
$175, and our first queen, Shirley
Womack went begging at the
shops that were open. They were
few and the extra dollars they
could donate were even fewer.
With less than $500, we estab-
lished events which remain in the
Krewe of Wrecks portfolio to this
day. We had a Champagne Break-
fast, Grand Costume Ball, a free
Red Beans and Rice Luncheon,
and a street parade.  How did we
do this with such a slim budget?
Mainly, it was due to the ability of
Frank Douglas to cajole local com-
panies into giving us supplies free.
He managed to get the Rosie
O'Grady's Jazz Band for the
Champagne Breakfast and the Red
Beans and Rice. So, with the beg-
gars and finaglers among us, we
put Mardi Gras together on the
Island. And, despite its humble
beginning, we put it here to stay.

What did we accomplish? A
whole lot more than meets the eye.

Even in the 1970s, Pensacola
Beach was a virtual ghost town
during the winter months. Homes
were bolted, businesses went dark.
The Krewe of Wrecks soon put a
spotlight on that darkness with its
four month long, week by week,
round of meetings and parties.
Suddenly, there was life after Oc-
tober.

Those early years were also
filled with suspicions, disrespect,
and a sharp division between what
we called the Beach Family and
the Social Strata.

When Jim Sheffer, SRIA
General Manager, agreed to be the
Master of Ceremonies at the
Champagne Breakfast, his Irish
wit and charm warmed the hearts
of the Wrecks as they realized the
SRIA wasn't so bad after all. The
Island Authority provided judges
for the parade, put up the review-

ing stand, and helped where ever
they could. And, they still do.

The Wrecks built bridges be-
tween the socialites and the beach
bums, and lines that had never
been crossed before found genteel
ladies dancing with bewhiskered
Wooly Boogers. Neighbors be-
came aware of each other. Friends
found new friends. And, it all hap-
pened because anything goes dur-
ing the magic spell of the Mardi
Gras.

So, as if it were meant to be,
those changes happened. To illus-
trate, Harry Gowens, the first king
took Shirley Womack to Dirty
Joe's. She had lived on the Beach
for years, but had never been to
Dirty Joe's. What a pity.

After I moved to Pensacola
Beach in 1979, it occurred to me
that the Island was the perfect set-
ting for Mardi Gras.

There it was, an island in the
Gulf of Mexico, mild winters,
businesses in need of winter rev-
enues, residents in need of winter
fun. Perfect. The Beach, I thought,
should be filled with people hav-
ing a wildly good time. The ho-
tels should be booked. The restau-
rants should have customers wait-
ing in line. Yeah, right? Well, it's
all history now.

It's probably safe to say that
Pensacola Beach has the longest
season of any Mardi Gras celebra-
tion in the world. It's also safe to
say that during the four months
the locals strut their Mardi Gras
stuff, the economy on the Beach
improves commensurately. Now,
hundreds of people pack every
public party. There are more and
more krewes participating. Busi-
nesses are sponsoring events. And
the crown jewel, the Krewe of
Wrecks Mardi Gras parade draws
as many as fifty thousand specta-
tors. Money just has to automati-
cally flow to Beach businesses.

What the Mardi Gras on the
Island did not do, was change the
quaint old village atmosphere so
many locals and guests hold dear.
When the Mardi Gras ended each
year, all that was left were happy
memories. Maybe, not even many
footprints in the sand.

Finally, this year presented
the most difficult challenge ever
faced by Mardi Gras krewes. Af-
ter the SRIA budgeted $10,000
for the Krewe of Wrecks parade,
which was the most they could
do after Hurricanes destroyed
their revenue streams, there was
still a deficit of $25,000 needed
to produce the parade. The As-
sociation of Krewes put their

heads together, worked incredibly
hard, and by their efforts, raised
the $25,000. So, here we go back
to beggars and finaglers. All of the
folks in Northwest Florida and
from other areas, should thank the
AOK members for putting their
beloved parade back together un-
der almost impossible circum-
stances.

The most recent feather in our
Mardi Gras cap, was the one liner
in the New York Times tagged into
Pensacola's Mardi Gras as one of
the four best places to celebrate.
The line read, "The Krewe of
Wrecks presents a parade on
Pensacola Beach on February 26,
at 2 p.m." Not much, but for
Heaven's sake, we are talking

about the most widely read news-
paper in the world.

Maybe, some day, the Beach
Mardi Gras will get a paragraph
all its own in the New York Times.
After all, where else can you find
a family oriented celebration,
presented by friendly island na-
tives, who really know how to
make the good times roll?
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Gulf Breeze TravelAIR • CRUISES • TOURS850-932-9276
1100 Gulf Breeze PkwyGulf Breeze, FL 32561gulfbreezetravel@aol.com

Call us &
Pack

Your Bags

COTTONS COME HOME
IB and Helen Cotton have

finally moved back to their Beach
house after a long time living
away after Ivan.

WEEKEND IN NEW YORK
Diane Tyson is home again

after spending a few relaxing
days in New York City. The trip
was a Christmas gift from her
children.

TRAILER TO TRAILER
Linda Matthews is cheer-

ing contractors who are repair-
ing  the Visitors Information
Center so she can work in a real
office. It's not that much fun to
go home to a trailer at night
and go back the next morning
to work in a trailer, according
to Linda.

DANCE, BALLERINA,
DANCE

Judy LeBum L'Oignon is
dancing up a storm at all the
Mardi Gras parties. Her danc-
ing knee is well again after she
underwent surgery in Decem-
ber. Judy is going into the last
days of her reign as the queen
of the Krewe of Wrecks with
super charged energy.

FIREFIGHTER
"I want to be a fireman when

I grow up," Gregory Campanella
announced when he was  a child.
Well, he is now a firefighter with
Escambia County. Gregory was
the king of the Krewe of Kids in
1994.

THREE-YEAR-OLD-RULES
Dot Morgan's household

was run last week by her three-
year-old granddaughter,
Patricia, who came from Hous-
ton with her parents, Mike and
Kathy Morgan, to visit Dot.
One item on Patricia's agenda
was that she and her grand-
mother would go swimming
since they would be in Florida.
Dot may have to set that aside
for warmer weather.

SECRET SEAMSTRESSES
There is nothing mystical

about a fabric buying trip to
Pensacola.  But when the
Nereids seamstresses start
searching for the bolts of silk
that will transform the wonder-
ful women into Mardi Gras di-
vas, it becomes a top secret en-
deavor.  Elaine Mitchell, Char-
lotte Spencer, Sharon Mattair
and Sharon Scruggs took on the

Trivia players are still try-
ing to win the special Island
Times t-shirt, and the answers
to questions keep coming. Sev-
eral correct answers arrived for
the last trivia question, but
Chrissy Cook was the first to
email the right answer. The
question was: "What popular
beach bar owners were married
on Valentine's Day? The an-
swer: Bobby and Lana Draper
of the famous Bobby D's Beach
Bar. Chrissy, the energetic
president of the Pensacola
Beach Woman's Club, has a
new t-shirt.

This week's trivia is: “At
one time, a member of the
Krewe of Wrecks Board was
known as the Godfather. Al-
though the position has gone
away, the Godfather is still a
strong Beach Mardi Gras per-
sonality. What was his name?

The rules are the same.
Email your answer with

“Trivia” in the subject line to
islandtimes@bellsouth.net be-
fore 5 p.m. February 22.

Be sure to include your
name and phone number. An
Island Times t-shirt awaits the
first correct emailed answer.

P E O P L EP E O P L EP E O P L EP E O P L EP E O P L E

task with great care last week.
NEWLYWEDS

Popular Beach residents,
Kay Ver Halen and Ralph Turner,
tied the knot in Pensacola on
November 30. There's so much
going on now on Pensacola
Beach, Ralph and Kay have had
to put their honeymoon off oat
least until Mardi Gras is over.
Kay is the manager of the
Pensacola Beach Elk's Lodge.

YACHTIES
The Pensacola Beach Yacht

Club is welcoming new members
this month including Preston and
Ramona Brogdon of Nashville;
Randy and Dianne Godwin,
Pensacola; and Bruce Yates, Gulf
Breeze.

BEACH LOVERS
Doug and Sharon Laws love

Pensacola Beach. The Milton
couple spend as many weekends
as they can on the Beach. Sharon
says she has over 100 Flounder’s
Diesel Fuel glasses to prove it.

NEW THIS WEEK!
NEW MASKS, BEADS

AND  DOOR WREATHS!
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Goose feathers and down are nature’s luxurious insulators. It is virtually as light as air
and conforms to the body for maximum insulation effect. It adjusts to your body
temperature, and even in summer breathes to keep warm air out and cool air in. The
softness and flexibility will cocoon your body as no blanket can while the feather and
down pillow gently cradles the head with down softness and feather springiness for
support.

Come in Today ~
You Need to get DOWN!

9 South 9th Ave@ Aragon
850.432.4777
Call for easy directions from the Beach

www.AntiqueEuropeanLinens.com

Get Down for Mardi Gras

Give yourself the Royal Treatment ~
You’ll float away

into restful sleep with our
Hungarian Goose Down Pillows,

Duvets  and Comforters.
Experience our

European Sleep System

Members of the Pensacola
Beach Association of Krewes cel-
ebrated Mardi Gras early on Mon-
day, February 6, when the an-
nouncement was made that the
group had exceeded their goal of
raising $30,000 to ensure the
twenty-sixth running of the Krewe
of Wrecks parade.

Deb Friedman, AOK presi-
dent, commented, "We all own
this parade now. We have worked
hard. We look to the Krewe of
Wrecks for certain guidance, but
we all have a voice now through
the Association of Krewes. We all
can be heard."

Money to fund the parade
which appeared to be in real jeop-
ardy last fall, came from the Santa
Rosa Island Authority, businesses,
individuals, and from float en-
trants.

Association of Krewes Celebrates Gigantic Victory
In fact the AOK is now de-

ciding what to do with excess
funds collected. The recommen-
dation from the SRIA is to leave it
in the bank account for next year.

Bill Morgan, representing the
Navarre Beach Krewe of Jesters
said, "It's amazing. I have great
regard for this group. Your hard
work has made this parade hap-
pen." The Navarre parade will roll
this year on the mainland instead
of the traditional Navarre Beach
route on Saturday, Feb. 25. The
Krewe of Jesters will ride in the
Krewe of Wrecks parade.

A decision was made to give
the top three floats in each of three
categories - small, medium and
large, as usual this year. Ribbons
have been donated by the Krewe
of Brewe. Each entrant will also

receive a copy of "To The Beat of
an Island Drum."

Judges will be selected by the
Krewe of Wrecks, but Elaine
Mitchell, speaking for the Mystic
Krewe of Nereids asked that some
of the judges have experience in
float judging.

All floats must be accompa-
nied by walkers wearing orange
security vests and Kelley Harris
of the Krewe of Seville said the
vests are available at the Walmart
on Creighton Road.

The following have made
contributions to the Krewe of
Wrecks Parade Fund: Fred
Simmons, Paradise Inn;
Pensacola Beach Woman's Club;
The Islander Lounge, Artie Gless,
Robert Condon, The Sandshaker,
Krewe of Brewe, Krewe of

Junkanoo, Krewe of Nereids,
Adams Homes.

The floats entered in the pa-
rade at a $600 entry fee as their
contribution to the parade fund
are, to date: Krewe of Bula,
Mayoki Indians, Krewe of
BowLegs, Pensacola Beach Yacht
Club Krewe of Moonlight Mad-
ness, Krewe of Cerveza, Krewe
of du Grand Facile, Krewe of
Konfusion, Krewe of
Bananimals, Pirates of the Lost
Treasure, Capt'n Fun Runners,
Krewe of Bellevieux, Knights of
Abyss, Krewe of Warriors, Krewe

of Andres DePez, Krewe of the
South, Krewe of Brew, Krewe of
Who?, Krewe of Junkanoo,
Krewe of Tropique, Krewe of
Margaritaville, Krewe of Seville,
Krewe de Bon Temps, Mystic
Krewe of Nereids, Pensacola
Beach Woman's Club, Patti's
Boat Storage, Sammy's, Krewe of
Parrotheads, Krewe of Jesters,
and A&A Transfer and Storage.

The Association of Krewes
will wrap up their business at
their meeting on March 20 at
5:30 p.m. at the Comfort Inn.

The Pensacola Beach Yacht
Club Chili Cook-off on January
29, a fundraiser for the Krewe
of Wrecks Mardi Gras parade
was successful in many ways.

Judging the entries from
fourteen chefs were the vora-
cious diners who enjoy a chili
supper. Maryann Dorney fin-
ished first in the heated compe-

tition; Corrie Keich, second and
Lyn Harrison, third.

All participants had a great
evening and the fifty diners con-
tributed $250 toward the Wrecks
parade fund.

The PBYC Krewe of Moon-
light Madness will participate in
the Krewe of Wrecks Parade,
Sunday, Feb 26.

PBYC Hosts Heated Competition Krewe of
Wrecks

 Memberships
are
still

available.
 $20

to KOW
117 Norwich Dr

Gulf Breeze,
 Florida

32561
Happy Mardi Gras

THE GULF COAST BEACH TEAM

& NO ONE SELLS IT BETTER!!
WWW.GULFCOASTBEACHTEAM .COM
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peas ,  porr idge  & a
dry mart ini

~~~~~
by kath i  l ewis

Maria’s Fresh Seafood Market

621 Cervantes Street
Pensacola • 432-4999
Call for directions from the Beach

Take a little bit of the Gulf Coast home!
Fresh from the boats daily

We can cold pack for travel or ship anywhere.
• RED SNAPPER & TRIGGERFISH
• GROUPER & FLOUNDER
• OYSTERS & SHRIMP
• MUCH MORE!

MON - SAT 8 AM - 7 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM - 6 PM

Market on the Island

655 Pensacola Beach Blvd. • 2nd Floor
At the Beach Marina

Overlooking Little Sabine Bay
850-916-7192  • Pensacola Beach

FREE

ELEVATOR

RIDES
Come by
Car, Boat

Bike

OPEN 6 AM til 9 PM
Everyday

Step Inside~
Everything
you need

is at
The Market!

Fresh
Fruits & Veggies

Deli Case
Meats & Cheeses

FREE DELIVERY
Pensacola Beach

Gulf Breeze Proper
Tiger Point

orders $25 or more

Fresh Cut Steaks
Best Anywhere

Grocery Items
Bring your list!

Beach Stuff
Floats to Sunscreen

Waterfront
Dining

Market Style
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

SERVED EVERYDAY

OVERLOOKING THE MARINA OR

INSIDE THE MARKET
Homemade Pies

and DessertsWe’ll feed
your Crowd - Beach

House or Boat -
Picnic or Reception

Call
916-7192

TEQUILA
The Aztecs brewed a wine called
“pulque” from the agave plant, which is
not a cactus. The Spanish then intro-
duced distillation, which increased
pulque’s alcohol content. The resultant
product is a liquor known as “mescal.”
While mescal can be produced from any
agave, tequila comes for the Weber Blue
agave. At maturity, the leaves are cut off,
and the sugar-rich hearts are cooked and
squeezed for juice, which is fermented
and distilled. Most of the tequila that
enters the U.S. crosses the border in
barrels and is cut with alcohol distilled
from sugar cane. If at least 51% of the
product comes from agave, the liquor
can be called tequila. Tequila bottled in
Mexico is 100% agave. HINT: There is
no worm in Mexican-bottled tequila.
Some American-bottled brands put one
in their bottles as a marketing ploy, but it
is not a Mexican tradition.

Do you have any other questions regard-
ing tequila? At BEACH WINES & LI-
QUORS, INC. we can answer all your
questions about spirits. Trust our knowl-
edgeable staff to help you with your li-
quor needs. Come visit us and choose
from our expansive selection of quality
beverages at all prices. We’re located
at 5B Via de Luna across from the
Hilton Garden Inn. Call us at  850-932-
8850 today. Ask for your 10% locals dis-
count. Please don’t drink and drive.
---adv---

Wine
Talk

with Bob Temple
Beach Wines and Liquors

There's certainly been a lot
going on since the last time I
wrote to ya'll!  We've had the
Royalty & Rhinestone Party, the
Nauga Breakfast, Krewe of
Brewe Beach Babe, the Junkanoo
Crab Boil, and celebrated the
lives of two very treasured
friends, Harry Gowens and
Glenda McCleary.  Mr. Harry is
definitely another beach icon
gone and Glenda always took
care of our Beach Firemen.  They
will both be sorely missed, but
we know they're in the Big Tiki
in the Sky on God's celestial
shore.

Well, that's certainly a lot of
celebrating and I survived all of
it wound free (well, visible
wounds anyway) until January
30.  Lynn Cieutat, Deb Friedman,
Paulette Provost and  I headed to
the beach to really begin to cel-
ebrate Mardi Gras by consuming
some spirits.  I certainly exceeded
all limits, at which time my keys
were handed over to someone
more responsible and sober.
Somewhere between the cocktails
and the shooters, something in
my brain took over and con-
vinced me that I was back in my
twenties and invincible again.
This delusion came to an imme-
diate halt when the pavement
jumped up for no apparent rea-
son and smacked me right dab
in my face!   WARNING:  Eat
food before drinking alcohol!  Of
course I've been on self-imposed
restriction ever since (no alcohol
for me). My husband, Bill,  was
called to pick-up my Cadillac
shortly thereafter. It seems like
my Caddy is spending a lot more
time on the beach than I am.  I
will continue this restriction un-
til my face heals completely or
the Black Tie Ball, whichever

comes first.  I may need to bor-
row some costume make-up or a
mask, but I will be there. I'm just
thankful that my husband under-
stands how much I need the fun
and excitement of Mardi Gras
this year.

This week’s recipe is an easy
one to feed a crowd and every-
one has their own version. You
can spend all day in the kitchen
or take the easy way and use a
chili mix, (all the spices you need
are in there already).  I like the
easy way.

Cooking is sometimes like
life - don't be afraid to try some-
thing different, leave out ingre-
dients, add different ones or
whatever suits your taste buds.
After all, the worst that can hap-
pen is sometimes it's not as tasty
as expected, but don’t worry - you
won't be slapped in the face with
pavement!

This one's for all of our new
Royalty this year. Congratula-
tions and may your year of reign
be the best one ever!  Okay, some-
one needs to cook…

 Super Easy Chili

2 lbs. round steak, cubed
2 lbs. ground beef
4 packs of chili mix (any kind
you prefer)
2 Cans chili beans (or kidney
beans)
4 cans tomato sauce

Cut the round steak into
cubes while still slightly frozen -
it's easier.  Mix cubed round steak
and ground beef in pot and cook
until browned.  Drain, and add
remaining ingredients.  Stir and
bring to a low boil. Continue at
a low boil until steak cubes are
fork tender.

Enjoy and I'll see you in the
kitchen….

KROME QUEEN AND T.O.M. -Bikers rolled into Paradise Bar on February
4 and crowned their first Krewe of Krome Queen Dawn Lockwood, right.
Serving as The Old Man is her husband, Jeff Lockwood.

ROYAL COUPLE - Terry and Chuck Connell will lead the Krewe of
Junkanoo through the 2006 Mardi Gras season. The royal duo were
crowned at the Junkanoo Cajun Boil, Sunday, January 29 at the
Sandshaker.
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136 FORT PICKENS ROAD

PENSACOLA BEACH

850-932-9336
www.bots-fl.com

Hours
Mon - Thurs 9 - 4:30
Friday 9 - 5:30
LOBBY CLOSED FROM 1-3 PM

EACH DAY. DRIVE UP OPEN

DURING ALL BANKING HOURS.

New Location

WE ARE READY TO
SERVE YOU !

As the only bank on the Beach,
Bank of the South

offers you
full service banking

close to home.
• Internet Banking
• Bill Payment Service
• Waterfront Financing

• Flex Line Home Equity Loans
• Conventional Mortgages
• Personal Service

Coming Soon!  Coming Soon!  Lot LoansLot LoansLot Loans   

Call Today & Let Your Pensacola Beach Neighbor Help with Your 

Unique Pensacola Beach Home Financing Solution 

New Home Purchases         Construction/PermLoans 

Refinancing                    Home Equity Loans             

Becky Paulk 
Beach Home Loan Expert 

(800) 837-4835 

Call Fred Esposito

EspoEspoEspoEspoEspo
CrCrCrCrCreaeaeaeaeatititititivvvvveeeee

Web Design
Digital Graphics

Computer Consulting
Audio • Video Systems

850.324.4111
House Calls in Gulf Breeze and

Pensacola Beach
freddy@espocreative.com

Business Buzz~~~~~~

Cell Phone: 850-384-7607
Home Phone: 850-934-4708
denrem@denrem.com
www.denrem.com

Call Dennis Remesch

WATER FRONT HOME

BRING YOUR BOAT
Polynesian Islands

Welcomes You!
• 1608 Kauai Court
• 3 BR/2 BA, 1836 sq. ft.

Updated  Throughout,
Tile floors, New carpet
& kitchen appliances,
Masterbath with gar-
den tub, separate
shower. Screened
porch offers water
view. Seawall with
Dock.

Call Dennis today, this won’t last long!

Why cut

CORNERS
on car insurance?

Turn to me for competitive rates
and the right coverage and see why
more people choose State Farm.
Call today.

P040027  12/04
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Joseph Leonard, Agent
8094 N Davis Hwy
Pensacola, FL 32514
Bus: 850-478-9147
joe.leonard.b109@statefarm.com

JUDY'S BANK
When Jim Randol, Chairman

of the Morgan Park Foundation,
heard the good news that the
Krewe of Naugas had raised al-
most $700 for Morgan Park, he
called from Ft. Myers to ask that
the check be deposited in "Judy's
Bank." This bank is also known
as the Bank of the South, Island
Branch, but loyal beach custom-
ers always think of longtime man-
ager, Judy Lenderman, and the
bank as one and the same.

OPERA FOR KIDS
The Pensacola Opera will ap-

pear at the Pensacola Beach Com-
munity Church  in a special per-
formance  on February 16, for the
children from Pensacola Beach
Elementary School.

BOARDWALK BUZZ
The owners of Hemingway's,

Hooter's and Bamboo Willie's are
adding another eatery to their ex-
otic Beach spots. They will open
an upscale Tex-Mex restaurant in
the location, which was formerly
Margaritas.

Jubilee owner, June Guerra,
has revealed plans for an open air
bistro with wooden doors and
shutters when their renovation is
complete. She also said they plan
a glass enclosed pizzeria in one
section of the complex. New looks
everywhere for Boardwalk stroll-
ers.

MOVING UP
Stacey Kane, sales director at

Springhill Suites will be moving
to the same position at the Resi-
dence Inn, and Charity Anderson
will be moving up as sales direc-
tor of the Springhill Suites.

WOMAN'S CLUBBERS
MAKE APRIL PLANS

Members of the Pensacola
Beach Woman's Club are getting
ready for their annual fundraiser,
the Game Party, which will be
April 28 at Bon Appetit in Gulf
Breeze. The luncheon is open to
everyone. Details later.

DANCING FOR TWO
DECADES

The Krewe of Warriors Twen-
tieth Annual Mardi Gras Ball will
be February 17 at 8 p.m. at the
Hadji Shrine Temple. Tip Top
Band will play. Dress is formal,
costume or casual. Tickets are $20
in advance or $25 at the door.

WORLD'S LARGEST

Sign up now for McGuire's
St. Patrick's Day Prediction Run.
It's the largest in the world and
benefits the Pensacola Police De-
partment. Run date is March 11,
starts and finishes at McGuire's
Irish Pub. More information, 850-
433-6789. Register online at
mcguiresirishpub.com

SPIRITUAL FESTIVAL
The Fourth Annual Emerald

Coast Metaphysical Festival will
be Saturday and Sunday, Febru-
ary 18 and 19, at the Holiday Inn
Sunspree Resort on Okaloosa Is-
land. Sponsors will be bringing in
well known readers, speakers, and
vendors for the events. For infor-
mation,  send an email to
julian1@earthlink.net.

SHAKER GIVES A
GRAND

Sandshaker patrons so gen-
erously supported the Mardi Gras
parade fundraisers that the bar
owners kicked in some matching
funds to present a check for
$1000 to the AOK.  That’s grand.

SEEKING PIRATES
Do you remember where you

saw Long John Silver or Captain
Hook on the Island recently?

Need a Band
for your next party or event?

Call 850-324-4111
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#5-B Via de Luna• Pensacola Beach • 932-8850
In the Soundside Market, next to Wings, across from Hilton Garden

“The Locals’ Choice”

Bob & Marcus’ FebruarySpecials

Wines & LiquorsBEACH

Skyy Vodka
1.75 LT

reg $33.99
SALE $2499

Evan Williams
1.75 LT -Bourbon

reg $21.49
SALE $1699

Cruzan Rums
1.75 LT -Lt  or Dark

reg $24.99
SALE $1999

Wine Lovers Specials
Chateau St. Michelle (750 ML)         SALE $899

CHARDONNAY             REG $11.99
Peju Cabernet           (750 ML)                  SALE $1999

                                REG $39.89

HAPPY MARDI  GRAS Home of the Original
Bushwacker

A  Pensacola Beach
 Tradition
since 1977

 731 Pensacola Beach Blvd
Pensacola Beach•  932-2211

Monday:Happy Hour All Nite.
Bring your friends.
Tuesday:Beach Babes Night
Ladies Half Price Drinks 7 -Close
Wednesday:Coming in March -
Bowling League!
Thursday:Half Price Drinks w/
Shaker T-Shirt, Tim Spencer
Friday: Karaoke w/Jen at 8
Prizes for Singers
Sat&Sun: Live Music

EVERYDAY
HAPPY HOUR

11-7
SAT, FEB 18

Mighty Mudsharks
8-midnight

SAT, FEB 25
H3O

8-midnight
SUN, FEB 26
Astronauts

3:30 til

PARADE DAY
SUN, FEB 26 • 10 am til

SHAKER BRUNCH
Hearty Parade Fare
Bloody Marys & Mimosas

AFTER PARADE
PARTY HERE!
Thanks to our customers, The Shaker donated
$1000 to the Mardi Gras Parade Fund.

Let’s
Party
Shaker Style

Live

Music

Look for glitter, glitz, and
glam as Mardi Gras on the Is-
land heads into its final two
weeks. Black ties, ball gowns,
and sparkling tiaras will be the
dress code for the Krewe of
Wrecks Ball at The Dock and the
Krewe of Bananimals at the
Hilton Garden Inn, both starting
at 8 p.m. on February 18. Tick-
ets are on sale to the public for
both balls until their capacity is
reached.

Even the dogs, cats, horses,
and iguanas will don their fanci-
est costumes to enter the Kritter
Krawl competition on February
18, starting at 11 a.m. at the Pa-
vilion. All pets and their owners
are invited. The entry fee is $5.
The Kritter Krawl will also be the
setting for the Krewe of Kids
Fourteenth Annual parade, fea-
turing their royal court. They will
parade at 12:30.

Martini lovers will want to
mark their calendars for the inau-
gural Mardi Gras Martini Tasting
at Beach Wines and Liquors,
Soundside Market, next to
Bagelheads, from 10 a.m. until 1
p.m. Feb. 18.

Recovering from Saturday's
morning-to-night array of events
will probably take all day Sunday,
but be prepared to get out your ti-
ara for the Queen's Dinner at
Flounder's, on Monday, February

20. Reservations for this party go
fast. The dinner honors all the
queens of the Beach krewes. The
Kings have their supper the same
night at the Elk's Lodge, by res-
ervation only.

Take a off a few days until
the Krewe of Wrecks Champagne
Breakfast, Saturday, February 25
at Crabs. This is one of the most
exciting events of the Mardi
Gras.

 Coronation of the royal
court highlights ceremonies
filled with jazz, surprises and
endless champagne.

And Sunday brings the big-
gest treat of all as thousands line
up on Via de Luna to watch the
riotous Krewe of Wrecks parade.
Always recognized for  the origi-
nality of its floats, the generosity
of the riders, and the introduc-
tion to the public of Krewe of
Wrecks royalty, this procession is
the Mardi Gras marquee event.
Plan to come to the Beach early
and stay late. Bring patience and
be sure to love thy neighbors be-
cause they will be shoulder to
shoulder with you all along the
route.

Wait. It's not over yet. Red
Beans and Rice, The World's Larg-
est Free lunch, will be served at
the Pavilion, Monday, Feb. 27. Hot
food, hot music, cool drinks and
cool dancing set this party high

Make Way For Glitter, Glitz and Glam
on the list of fun Mardi Gras
events.

The real Mardi Gras Day is
Fat Tuesday, February 28. The
Krewe of Coma does not let this
day go by without fanfare. The
krewe crowns its king and queen
at the Sandshaker at 5:30 and then
proceeds to the Dock to send
Mardi Gras 2006, away in style.

Ash Wednesday ushers in the
Lenten season. Services will be at
6:30 p.m. at the Pensacola Beach
Community Church. Amen.

Mardi Gras Schedule

Feb 18: 10a.m. til 1 p.m. -
Mardi Gras Martini Tasting at
Beach Wines & Liquors, 5B Via
de Luna next to Bagelheads. Bob
Temple will be showcasing
Apple, Tangerine, Chocolate
Martinis. Free. Everyone 21 and
older is invited.

Feb 18: 11:00 a.m.-Krewe
of Junkanoo Kritter Krawl.
Registration.  Judging and Prizes
at 1 p.m. All kinds of Mardi Gras
Animals invited to show.  Cos-
tumes encouraged. Gulfside Pa-
vilion. $5 per animal on Krawl
Day.

Feb 18: 12:30 p.m.-Krewe
of Kids Parade. Casino Beach
Pavilion. Royal Court will lead
Kids in their 14th Annual Krewe
of Kids Mardi Gras parade. Free

Music. Merriment. Open to ev-
eryone.

Feb 26: 2 p.m.- Krewe of
Wrecks Parade. Avenida 10 to
the Gulfside Pavilion. Informa-
tion call Andrea Brunt, 932-7216

Feb 26: 4 p.m. - After Pa-
rade Party. Gulfside Pavilion.
Float Awards. Music by Boogie,
Inc. Florida's leader in DJ Enter-
tainment. Open to everyone. In-
formation call Andrea Brunt,
932-7216

Feb 27: 11 a.m. -Red Beans
and Rice Luncheon. Free.
Gulfside Pavilion. Music by
Boogie, Inc. And the Dixieland
Jazz Band Information call An-
drea Brunt, 932-7216

Feb 28: 5:30 p.m. -Corona-
tion of Krewe of Coma Court.
The Sandshaker. Processions to
the Dock to bring the curtain
down on the last hours of Mardi
Gras 2006. Information call An-
drea Brunt, 932-7216

March 1: 6:30 p.m. - Ash
Wednesday Services. Pensacola
Beach Community Church, Dr.
Chuck Randle, pastor. 932-6628.

March 1: 6:30 a.m. - Ash
Wednesday Services. St. Ann
Catholic Church, 100 Daniel Dr.
Also 8:30 a.m; 6:30 p.m.

Feb 18: 8 p.m.-Bananimals
All Krewe Mardi Gras Ball.
Hilton Garden Inn. Dance to
Emerge, a nine piece band.
Heavy hors d'oeuvres. Black tie
or Costume required. Happy
Hour prices at Cash Bar. Tickets
are $45 each. Party Ends at Mid-
night. Everyone is welcome. Res-
ervations, Artie Davis at
aldavis356@cox.net

Feb 18: 8 p.m.- Krewe of
Wrecks Grand Costume Ball.
The Dock. Live Music. Hors
d'oeuvres. Tickets are $15 at the
door, includes two drink tickets.
Cash bar. Costume or Black Tie.
Information call Andrea Brunt,
932-7216

Feb 20: 7 p.m.- Beach
Queens' Dinner. Flounders.
Royal Fare fit for a Queen. Tiara
required. $20.  Information call
Andrea Brunt, 932-7216

Feb 20: 7 p.m.- Kings Sup-
per. Pensacola Beach Elks
Lodge. Kings by reservation only.
Call Elk's Lodge, 932-4444.

Feb 25: 10 a.m. - Krewe of
Wrecks Champagne Break-
fast. Crabs. Members and Guests
only. $25. Information call An-
drea Brunt, 932-7216

Feb 25: 1 p.m. - Mardi
Gras Street Dance. Bobby D's
Beach Bar. Happy Hour prices.
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CrabsKrewe of Wrecks
Mardi Gras Parade Route

Sunday, February 26 • 2 p.m.
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Everything you need~
Right here

on the Beach

22 Via de Luna • Across from Subway and Paddy O’Leary’s • Pensacola Beach

“Where courtesy,
convenience and
price all meet”

In a Hurry?
Groceries • Coffee & Free Island Times
    Convenience Items • Frozen Foods
       Ice • Cold Beer • Snacks • Candy

   ATM available inside

Full Line of Beach Supplies
Beach Toys
Beach Floats
Sunscreen
Coolers

OPEN EVERYDAY
6 am until 11 pm

The Only Gasoline on the Island

Specials
12 packs

2 for $6
MILK
All Gallons
$2.99Dairy

Fresh

Check Out Our
3 Pack Cigarette Specials
LOW CARTON PRICESICE CREAM

Frozen Novelties
and Treats

Put a tiger in your tank.
EXXON

Gasoline

Fill ‘er up.
SAVE TIME & MONEY

Easy entry and exit on Via de Luna.
Prices comparable to Gulf Breeze.

Competitive
Gasoline

Prices

GASOLINE TO GROCERIES
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Danah’s

932-4323

Hair Studio

Open Tues-Thurs  10 til 7
Friday 10 til 5 • Saturday 10 til

Additional Appointments Available

33 Via de Luna
Downtown Pensacola Beach

Mardi Gras Ball
Hairstyles
Make an

appointment!

The LIZZARD’S TONGUE
by E.K. Hewson

WALK INS
WELCOME

Stop
 in today!

850-449-9605
www.pensacolabeachweddings.com.

OFFICIANT FOR WEDDINGS

FROM DESTIN TO ALABAMA.

FULL SERVICE
LAUNDROMAT

Clean
Comfortable

Convenient Location

attendant on duty 9 to 5
everyday except Wed & Sun

37 Via de Luna • 932-3005

Beach Laundry

OPEN
24 Hrs

Everyday

Wash
Fold

Service

eauty&

Th
e

each
By  Danah & Gwen Gibson

 Since we are in the midst
of Mardi Gras, a few of you
might need a style for a ball or
event. Danah’s can prepare you
for  the season. Actually, I should
say my sister, Gwen (Queen of
the Up-Do), is ready. Everyone
has their "specialty" and this is
hers. I have seen her do some
things with hair that are truly a
work of art. It amazes me! She
has a real flair for this and has
got the mechanics of it down pat.
Not to mention the patience it
takes to "create a masterpiece".
To be able to please a Bride, or a
Ball-goer who is really nervous
and wants to look perfect for the
night - now, that is talent.  (By
the way- I possess none of these
qualities!)

  Here are a few ideas to
think about: Most of the styles we
are seeing now are 60's and 70's
inspired. Up-do's that place
weight and volume at the crown
of your head are flattering on
about everyone.  The same goes
for loosely-pinned up (kind of
like you did it without looking)
in the back, with soft wisps fram-
ing your face. A tightly pulled
back, severe chignon (a.k.a. bun),
are best saved for the very young
and angular.

You can always go with half-
up half-down, teased a little on
top, swept back, simple smooth
and elegant. The big no-no on
this one would be an everyday
tacky barrette. A well chosen ac-
cessory can make or break your
look. Rhinestone clips, pins and
even small, vintage earrings can
be incorporated into your hair.

If you have short hair and
want something different, con-

sider the jeweled accessory op-
tion.

Hair left down, with cascad-
ing curls of various sizes is very
"in" this year, which is great,
because you can still feel like
you, only more glamorous!

Out here on the Beach, you
have to take our "gulf breeze"
into consideration. You don't
want to have your hairstyle de-
stroyed walking from your car to
the party! Protect your style with
a professional finish. Add a
lightweight glitzy wrap to cover
your curls until you make your
entrance. You will be the belle
of the ball.

Happy Mardi Gras to all!

As all the Mardi Gras revel-
ers around the world are gearing
up to celebrate the carnival sea-
son with some type of procession,
I am entertained by a never end-
ing parade of wives, girlfriends
and families hanging up “Wel-
come Home” banners and signs,
all in anticipation that by
month’s end Marines from the
Second Marine Air Wing
(2MAW) will arrive safely at
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry
Point. They all belong to a dif-
ferent den, but in the end belong
to the same krewe – that of the
Deployed Marine.

The faithful pull up to the
designated intersection in a va-
riety of floats – mini-vans, pick-
up trucks, SUVs, hybrids, motor-
cycles, bicycles and running
shoes. Their throws are as differ-

ent as their floats as the chain
link fence awaits one more trin-
ket to be tossed its way. This sil-
ver metal sentry extends its
barbed wire as if it doesn’t want
to miss one catch. No banner ever
touches the ground.

Some signs are very elabo-
rate and remind me of the glass
beads that I could catch as a child
on the parade routes in New Or-
leans. Other banners have been
printed off computers and lami-
nated – nice, but they make me
think of the mass produced plas-
tic beads that today are so readily
available. Then there are the spe-
cialty signs – Budweiser beer
cans strategically placed to spell
out “My Hero is Home” or “I
Love You, Bud.” I almost want
to reach out of my car window
for a small taste of one of those

sacred throws; just as in the early
1970s I yearned for a giant tooth-
brush or a fur monkey on a stick
from float riders in the Krewe of
Cresent City.

Unlike the Krewe of
Wrecks Mardi Gras, no one
knows for sure when, where or
what time each den aboard
MCAS Cherry Point will pa-
rade or what costume they will
wear. It has been, however, a
year since the good times have
rolled for some and nothing
will stop these processions
from forming as the chartered
airliners keep landing; and
much loved and missed Ma-
rines keep coming home.

Laissez les bons temps
rouler.

Until next time…
Luv,  Lizzard

The Brownie Scouts in
Kandy Stevens’ first grade class
in Cottonwood, Minnesota el-
ementary school are not all out-
side building snowmen. Instead,
they have collected nooks, writ-
ten letters, and sent friendship
bracelets to Pensacola Beach El-
ementary School.

The project began last fall
when the children learned that
the Beach students had lost their
school in Hurricane Ivan.

"We sent six boxes of books,
letters for the first grade class,
and friendship bracelets from an-
other Brownie scout troop who
heard of your project," Kandy
wrote to Jeff Castleberry, PBES
principal.

The efforts of the Minnesota

children to help lift the spirits of
the displaced Beach school stu-
dents were noted on the front
page of the Cottonwood newspa-
per as well as the Sioux Falls
news.

Jeff thanked Kandy for
thinking of the Beach School
children and said the contribu-
tion information of the Brownie
Troops would be put on the
website, www.beachschool.org.

Minnesota Kids Reach
Out To Florida Kids

Consigning Women
50% OFF Storewide Clearance

Now accepting consignments -
Men’s Clothes, too!
850-934-6535

The Finest in
Consignment

Clothing &
Accessories

OPEN
Tues - Sat

10-4

3174 Gulf Breeze Pkwy
Under the Purple Awnings

Casual to Formal
We have it all!
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Becky Shearman
Realtor

Congratulations
to the Association of Krewes for making the

Mardi Gras Parade on Pensacola Beach a reality for 2006!

Let the Good Times Roll!

Happy Mardi Gras

4520 Baywalk                         Pensacola
$430,000                            MLS # 290430
3/2.5 , 2800 sf of Victorian Charm. Views
of Pensacola Bay from wrap around porch,
master bedroom and living room.  Hurry!

NEW
PRIC

E

8048 Gulf Blvd                    Navarre Beach
$600,000                            MLS # 291668
Great Lot to build Beach Home on or use
your 1031 Funds for a great investment.
Across the street from the Gulf of Mexico.

CALL BECKY TODAY Cell: 850-393-1335
RShearman@aol.com

ALL REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS ARE

DIFFERENT AND
THIS IS WHY YOU
NEED AN EXPERI-
ENCED PROFES-

SIONAL WORKING
FOR YOU.

2806 E. Gadsden St.          Pensacola
$189,900                         MLS # 284197
Front home is 2BR/1BA, Second home
is 1BR/1BA. Hardwood under carpet.
Electrical Updated.

7400 Camala St.                 Pensacola
$520,000                         MLS # 283769
4BR/2.5BA, Traditional family home. Beauty,
style throughout. Kitchen overlooks heated
pool. Hurricane shutters. New roof in 2004

NEW
PRIC

E NEW
PRIC

ENEW
PRIC

E

While Pensacola Beach is
bursting at its outer seams on
Krewe of Wrecks Parade Day with
as many as 50,000 spectators lin-
ing the streets, safety is an ongo-
ing concern for law enforcement
officials.

"We suggest the people arrive
early, carpool whenever possible,
and spend pre-parade time visit-
ing our fine restaurants,"
Escambia County Sheriff's Lt. Bob
Clark, Deputy-in-Charge of the
Pensacola Beach Sub Station, said.

Traffic on Via de Luna will
officially shut down by 1:45 p.m.

for the parade which rolls at 2
p.m., according to Lt. Clark. How-
ever, he pointed out that traffic
normally stops about 1 p.m. when
most vehicles are in place.

"The Island will not be closed
to traffic onto the Beach at any
time," Lt. Clark said.

He cautioned visitors that the
shoulders on Via de Luna are not
stable due to hurricanes and road
construction.

Parade spectators are asked to
participate in the deputy's safety
program by observing a few
simple rules:

• Do not put children over the

barricade and into the street
• Be patient
• Be courteous to your fellow

spectators
• Everybody – stay behind the

barricades.
All floats must check in at the

staging area, Avenida 10 and Via
de Luna and be in place by noon.
Float riders are asked to be con-
siderate to residents along the line-
up streets.

The parade will proceed from
Avenida 10 to Sidelines where it
will turn to enter the Casino Beach
parking lot to disband.

Lt. Clark Says Stay Behind The Barricades

It's ready, set, go for
Pensacola Beach's Mardi Gras
Krewe of Kids. The first of their
three event schedule was the Or-
ganizational Meeting at the
Pensacola Beach Elementary
School on Saturday, February 4,
at 9 a.m. This year's theme will
be revealed at the Kid's Parade.

The second event was the
Royal Doughnut Breakfast, also
at PBES on Saturday, February
11. The royal court was selected

Mini Revelers Dance to the Beat of their Own Drum
by random drawing at the
Doughnut Breakfast. In addition
to the traditional bottomless soft
drink and frosted doughnuts,
there were traditional Krewe of
Kids games and prizes.

The final event is the Krewe
of Kids parade which is held in
conjunction with the Junkanoo
Kritter Krawl, February 18 at the
Gulfside Pavilion. The Kids will
parade at about 12:30.

Jackie Henderson, Captain

of the Krewe said, "Not to give
the theme away but things are
going swimmingly for the krewe.
The Kids are already fully im-
mersed in Mardi Gras spirit.
They are ready to entertain the
crowds at their 2006 walking
procession."

The Krewe of Kids will be
accepting donations of beads to
throw at the parade. For more
information call Jackie at 932-
8713.

It’s takes a powerfully regal queen to reign in the all-male Krewe of
Brewe, but Ella Hess says she is up to the task. Ella was crowned Queen of
the Brewskis at The Dock on January 28. Surrounding their new queen are
back row (L to R):  Ken Murray, Art Parrish, Mike Riley, Tommy Lumpkin,
Don Stevens, George Scribner, Rick VerMehren, Curt Middlebrooks, and
Dan Pease. Front row (L to R):  Rusty Brotherton, 2005 Queen Sandy
Huggins, 2006 Queen Ella Hess, Vinny Stricula, and Jim Kittel. Not in pic-
ture are  Larry Gunter, Mike Warren and Brian Mann.         Photo by Bill Meilner

Her Majesty Queen Nauga XI
Carrie Monaghan, left,  began her
reign January 28 at the Krewe of
Nauga’s Royal Champagne Break-
fast and Native Noontime Ball. Gwen
Gibson, Queen Nauga II, outlined
her royal duties which include im-
bibing champagne, wearing Nauga
print and rhinestones, and some se-
cret courtly commitments that a
Nauga queen must undertake dur-
ing her year long appointment.

Carrie will now be referred to
as Q-Nauga-11 by her loyal krewe
members.                Photo by B.D. Johnson
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LIVING BRINGS IT IN. WE TAKE IT OUT.
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaner

Area and Oriental Rugs • Tile & Grout
Marble, Vinyl & Hardwood  •  Cars, Boats & RV Interiors

V-8  Powered
Steam Clean

Process

Don’t
forget

932-7670 934-1913
434-6277 438-7559

Just when you thought
Valentine's Day was done, over,
complete - guess again. It was
actually celebrated on February
15 a long, long time ago. Now
there are lots of different
thoughts as to the origins of
Valentine's Day, so see if any of
these appeal to you.

 Legend 1 - During the third
century in Rome, Emperor
Claudius II decided that single
men made better soldiers than
men with wives and families, so
he outlawed marriage for all
young men. Valentine, who later
became a saint, defied Claudius
and secretly performed mar-
riages. When Claudius found out,
he had Valentine put to death.

 Legend 2 - Valentine may
have assisted in helping Chris-
tians escape harsh Roman pris-
ons where they were beaten and
tortured. Once again he was cap-
tured and executed.

Will the Real Valentine's Day Please Stand Up?
 Legend 3 - Valentine

landed in prison. He fell in love
with his jailor's daughter, who
visited him while he was in jail.
Before he was put to death, he
allegedly wrote her a letter which
he signed, "from your Valen-
tine.”

In my opinion the best is
Legend 4 - It may have come
about as a result of the Christian
Church deciding to celebrate
Valentine's Feast Day in an ef-
fort to mix Christianity in with
the pagan Lupercalla Festival.
February was considered the of-
ficial time to spring clean your
home. Houses were cleaned by
sweeping them out and sprin-
kling salt and spelt in all areas
of the home. On February 15, a
fertility festival was held dedi-
cated to Faunas, the Roman God
of agriculture and also to
Romulus and Remus who
founded Rome. (And, don't for-

by Candace Segar

A Cross in the Sand

By  Dr. Chuck Randle
Pastor, Pensacola Beach Community Church

get, Romulus and Remus were
raised by a wolf.) Roman priests,
who were members of the
Luperci order, started off the fes-
tival by sacrificing a goat for fer-
tility and a dog for purification.
Boys then cut the goat's hide into
strips, dipped them into the
blood, and then gently slapped
the local women and crops.
(YES you read that correctly!)
The women welcomed this be-
cause they thought it made them
more fertile. (I don't know how
the crops felt.)

Later in the day, the women
put their names in an urn, and
eligible bachelors drew a name
and paired off with the woman
for a year. Sometimes this match
ended in marriage. Unfortu-
nately the Roman lottery mating
system was deemed unchristian
and outlawed, and the celebration
was changed to February 14.

Happy Real Valentine's Day!

Pensacola Beach Elementary School Students of the Month for
November are third graders Sara Post, left, and Will Green.

Fourth graders Cate Hodges, left, and Sage Dunne earned the
honor of Students of the Month for December at Pensacola Beach El-
ementary School.

Registered parishioners of
Our Lady of the Assumption
Catholic Mission on Pensacola
Beach are invited to attend a Re-
union at 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary 24 in Nickelsen Hall, St.
Ann Catholic Church, 100
Daniel Drive in Gulf Breeze. In-
vitations will soon be posted to
all registered parishioners, but
please spread the word to dis-
placed Our Lady members if you
are able.

For more information call
(850) 932-2859, ext. 247.

St. Ann Reunites Parishioners

Someone pointed out that
“procrastination” is only a state
of mind.  It comes from the Latin
“until tomorrow.”  In fact, I’ve
wanted to write this article on
procrastination for several days
to meet the deadline, but kept
saying, “I’ll do it tomorrow when
I have a little more time.”

I’ve discovered that procras-
tination is a slippery slope.  Some
of my greatest joys have come
when I’ve settled into a task, put
aside other priorities, and gotten
the job done.  I remember dur-
ing the time I was working on
my doctor of ministry program,
events had escalated until I was
frustrated and spoke to my coun-
selor, saying that I didn’t think I
would be able to complete the
outline of my thesis to meet the
deadline, and that perhaps I
should drop out of the program.
This wise counselor suggested
that by dropping out, the prob-
ability increased dramatically

that I would never finish the de-
gree.

“How much do you think
you can get done by Friday?” was
his question.

 I said I should be able to
accomplish at least half of the
task.  His response was that he
would approve that goal.  With
the pressure off, and the confi-
dence he inspired by his re-
sponses, I got busy and com-
pleted the entire outline in time
to meet the deadline.  I’ve never
forgotten that professor, nor have
I forgotten the lesson, but the
temptation to procrastination still
persists.

Someone said facetiously,
“Never do today what you can put
off until tomorrow.”  The better
advice is “Never put off until to-
morrow what needs to be done
today.”  So, now that I’ve writ-
ten this article, I feel good and
will focus on doing today what
needs to be done today.

For the sixth year, the
Florida Association of Realtors is
sponsoring its Scholarship Essay
Contest for high school seniors.
This allows individual students
the opportunity to win up to
$6,500 in scholarships.

To enter students must sub-
mit a typed, double-spaced essay
of 500 words or less on the topic,
"How does a Realtor professional
benefit the community?"

The deadline to enter is
March 17.  All essays accompa-
nied by the Essay Cover Form,
which is available by visiting
h t t p : / / m e d i a . l i v i n g . n e t /

scholarshipinfo.htm, must be
submitted to the Florida Associa-
tion of Realtors, 7025 August Na-
tional Drive, P.O. Box 725025,
Orlando, FL 32872-5025.

The contest is open to High
School Seniors who live in the
state of Florida and who plan to
continue their education at a
Florida college, university, tech-
nical school.   Children of li-
censed real estate practitioners are
not eligible for entry; nor are chil-
dren whose parents or guardians are
employed by any local Realtor
Board/Association or by the Florida
Association of Realtors.

Florida Association of Realtors
Offers College Scholarships

The annual Mardi Gras pa-
rade at Westgate School is Tues-
day, February 21.  Groups line
up at 8 and parade at 9.  The
Pensacola Police, Escambia
Sheriff's Dept., Hadji Shrine and
many Krewes gather to provide
an hour of joy and laughter for
these very special kids (and their
teachers).

 Westgate School is located
off of Ten Mile Road at 10050
Ashton Brosnaham Rd. in
Pensacola. Bring some throws.
There is no charge to participate.

For more information,  call
Joe Denmon at 494-5700 x 259.

Westgate Invites Krewes to
Parade
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Breakfast
Lunch • Dinner

 Try our popular Caribbean Salad or Coconut Shrimp.
 Choose Meatloaf or Crab Cakes from our Comfort Food Menu.
 Feast on Schweinbraten with a bottle of Bitburger Beer.
 Dine on Desserts - Cheesecake, Praline Strudel & Homemade Pie

  932-1525
In the Gulf Breeze

Shopping Ctr (near Bruno’s) • 348 Gulf Breeze Pkwy
Take Out Available

Would You Like to have  Island Times delivered to your home?                     G e t  o n  o u r  M a i l i n g  L i s tG e t  o n  o u r  M a i l i n g  L i s tG e t  o n  o u r  M a i l i n g  L i s tG e t  o n  o u r  M a i l i n g  L i s tG e t  o n  o u r  M a i l i n g  L i s t
Send your check for $30 payable to:

Shelley Ink, PO Box 844 Gulf Breeze, FL 32562

Name:__________________________________

Address:________________________________

________________________________________

Don’t Miss A WorDon’t Miss A WorDon’t Miss A WorDon’t Miss A WorDon’t Miss A Worddddd

by Freddy Esposito

Espo’s Surf Report

The other day my best friend
BZR and I picked up brand new
surfboards for ourselves. We all
know the feeling and there's
nothing like it!

It's never been ridden by
anyone. We will be the first.

When I got mine home, I
laid it on the floor. I called all
my friends over and we just sat
and stared at the poor thing.

Here we are, grown men,
all hovering over a piece of
foam and glass babbling like
teenagers.

Think of the waves it will
catch and the stories I will tell.

A new surfboard...man,
how cool is that?

My friend BZR's board is
a classic. It’s worth way too
much and will gain value year
after year. Hey, he might just
hang it on the wall.

I 've had hundreds of
boards in my years of surfing,
all shapes and sizes, colors and
styles. Red, green, white, and
air brushed. You name it,  I've
had one. But everytime I get a

Nothing like a new board!
new one, I turn sixteen again.
Man, I can't help it!

You see, surfboards are
extensions of our bodies. It’s
like an arm or a leg. It becomes
part of a surfer.

It can catch waves, bash
me in the head, or save my life
at any time.

A new board is like a book
you haven’t read yet, full of
surprises and stories.

We rely on them totally.
We hang some on the walls

just for show, and some we ride
till they fall apart. But no mat-
ter what, they’re ours.

Some surfers change
boards all the time and some
hold on to them for years. But
getting that new one  - there's
nothing like it.

So, to all you surfers who
might have lost some of your
desire, or stoke, go get a new
stick. Get in the water and just
surf.

You might be surprised at
how good you feel surfing.

• Men & Women’s Casual & Outdoor Clothing
• Hiking & Backpacking Gear
• Snow Ski Apparel
• Rock Climbing Gear, Ropes & Shoes
• Kayaks

3009 East Cervantes • 433-2822

HATS

Beware of a man called
“Tex”  when playing Texas Hold
‘Em 4 Fun on Pensacola Beach.
Tex Atkinson is now among the
elite few who are considered
Champion poker players. He won
the Monthly Champions Poker
Tournament when they  faced off
at the Paradise Bar and Grill on
February 4. The runner-up was
his grandson, Michael David
“Mad Dog” Atkinson. Other
challengers from January’s win-
ners were Dave Bryant, Joe
Damario, Larry Richard, Justin
Robbins, Eric Schmitz and Erin
Servies.

In weekly action at the Para-
dise, a record 29 players started
the night on January 30. When
the chips were counted Mad Dog
Atkinson had outlasted them all
with Dave Bryant coming in sec-
ond. Monday, February 6 brought
21 players to the table and Vance
Teeples earned his first win. Jeff

Vowell was the runner-up.
Wednesday night card

games are held at The Islander
Lounge. Scott Palmer took first
place and Kimberly Brown cel-
ebrated her birthday with a sec-
ond place showing on February
1. Trace Lewis captured his tenth

TEX HOLDS ‘EM - Tex
Atkinsonheld off all the young guns to
win the Champions Tournament at the
Paradise.

SECOND PLACE- Mad Dog
Atkinson gave his grandad, Tex
Atkinson, a run for his chips at the
Champions Tournament.

Gulf Breeze Optimist Club
presented a donation to Jim
Ogden, Optimist member and
Director of the  Sports Ability
Games at their breakfast meet-
ing Friday, Feb. 3. Jim made a
short presentation about the
games and then accepted a check
from the club for continuing sup-

port of the program.  The Sports
Ability Games, a local version of
Special Olympics, will be at
Navarre High School Stadium
Friday, March 31.  Volunteers are
invited to help conduct the
games.  Lunch will be served.
Call Jim Ogden at 380-6919 for
details.

Optimists Contribute to SportsAbility Games

Islander Lounge poker win by
outlasting the field on February
8.

“Pensacola Beach games be-
gin at 7 p.m. Texas Hold ‘Em 4
Fun is free and everyone is wel-
come to try their luck,” said pro-
moter Rick Uzdevenes.

Atkinsons Take On Poker World
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L A S S I F I E D S
CLASSIFIED ADS are $5 for 20 words. Additional words are 10 cents each. Send ad
with check made payable to Shelley Ink, P.O. Box 844, Gulf Breeze, FL 32562.

For Sale

DISTRIBUTOR
MATTRESS

OVERSTOCK
New mattress sets, brand
name, warranty, still in plas-
tic.

PLUSH TOP
Full from $125

Queen from $140
PILLOW TOP
Full from $155

Queen from $175
King from $245

MEMORY FOAM - Retail
$1600, Sacrifice $595

Can Deliver-850-418-5274

BEDROOM SET - 7 piece Solid
Wood Set, still in box. Retail
$3000. Sell $1095. Can deliver
850-418-2015
_________________________

DINING ROOM SET - NEW
double pedestal table, w/leaf, 2
arm, 4 side chairs, hutch & buf-
fet. Retail $4K. Must sell $1595.
Can deliver. 850-418-5274

John Parrish can find the car
for you. Call John at Pete
Moore Imports 850-341-1200.
Stop in and see John Monday
thru Thursday and Saturday.

Automotive

Cleaning

Tired of searching for answers
to you or your child’s learning
difficulties? Offering a series of
programs that work. Fun and
different. Paradise Learning Un-
limited Services or PLUS
paradiselearning@bellsouth.net
or call Gene at 850-723-8900 or
Rita at 850-934-1389.

Real Estate

Education

Hurricane
Hurricane Shutters and
Storm Panels. Affordable shut-
ters in 6 weeks or less! Do it
yourself or installation avail-
able. 850-450-9137 or 850-
324-3282.

Capable, Bonded, Licensed
Available to clean your home or
office. Please call 850-490-5817
or 850-494-0964 for an appoint-
ment.

Lots on Pensacola Beach
Santa Rosa Villas Estates
Lot 7 Calle Marbella, Gulf View
Gated Subdivision
$545,000 MLS:290526
Santa Rosa Villas
1754 Ensenada Seis, Gulf
Front Lot, In Private Cul-De-
Sac, $1,680,000 MLS:288030
Santa Rosa Villas Estates
Lot 35 Ensenada Marbella,
Direct Gulf View, In Private
Cul-De-Sac, $950,000
MLS:278391
603 Ariola Drive
Corner Lot, Located across
from Gulf, Public easement to
Gulf, $840,000 MLS:293192
Call Conna O’Donovan
Re/Max on the Coast
The Beach Specialist
cell: 850-232-4001
home:  850-932-1701
office:  850-932-6278
connaodonovan@aol.com
www.connaodonovan.com
_________________________
Just Listed- Modern & Qual-
ity Decorated 4br/2ba Gb
Home With Pool, Enclosed
Patio, Electric Fireplace Sur-
rounded By Entertainment
Center, Cherry Cabinets,
Granite Counters, & Split
Bedrm  Plan .In This   2425
Sq Ft. You Will Find Trey Ceil-
ings, Crown Molding, Hard-
wood, Tile And Plush Carpet,
Huge Master Suite With Spe-
cial Bath And Rm Size Closet.
Pick Your Own Kitchen Appli-
ances--Must See This All Brick
Beauty In Tiger Point Upscale
Neighborhood.    Call Diane
Tyson 982-7956 Real Estate
House -Will Show Anytime.
________________________

70 Ft On Deep Water GB Ca-
nal,  This 3br/2ba Brick Home
With Extra Lg Dbl Garage Fea-
tures A 13x22 Hvac Fl Room
With Shiny Wood Floors And
Full Windows Overlooking The
Water.  Step Out Fm The Mas-
ter Bedrm Onto The New 3
Level, 1000 Sq Ft Of Deck For
Your Boat Or Entertaining.
Complete With Fireplace,
Crown Molding, Even Hurri-
cane Shutters, This Home Is
Like New And Ready.  Only
$379,900 And  Owner Will Also
Consider Trade On Waterfront
Lot.   If You Like Sun, Water,
And Outside, You Will Love
This House.  See Today--
Diane Tyson  982-7956 Real
Estate House

GULF BREEZE TOWNHOME
3 bed/2 bath. New flooring &
paint. Convenient location.
$164,900. Owner is Lic. Real
Estate Agent. Jeremy - 850-
377-3145
___________________________

Scenic Hwy Waterfront Acre-
age-Zoned C-1 For Commer-
cial  Or Residential.  198 Ft
Fronts Scenic Hwy, 140 Ft On
Waterfront, Almost 2 Acres
Make This Ideal For Resturant,
Motel, Multifamily Units Or Any-
thing  With Private Sandy
Beach Front.    $594,000 Sur-
vey Is Available-Call Diane
Tyson 982-7956 Real Estate
House, And We Will Walk This
Property And Learn It's History.
________________________

Dream Lot - Acutally 1 And 1/
2 Lots Make This Parcel A
Great Residential  Site.  Close
To Nas, This Requires The
Home To Be Built Up And
Would Have A Water View Of
Pensacola Bay, Surrounded By
Beautiful Homes. $145,000
And Survey Is Complete.  Call
Diane Tyson  982-7956, Real
Estaet House--Easy To Show
And I Will Introduce You To The
Friendly Neighbors.

Found

Real Estate

Wanted:  Home to rent or
buy on Pensacola Beach:
must have two in-suite mas-
ter bedrooms & open space
for entertaining. 850 -450-
4634, 850 432 4777,850-
341-1200.

Prescription Glasses & La-
dies Jacket at Jan. 28, Nauga
Breakfast Call 932-4323 to
identify.

JEREMY JOHNSON • 850-377-3145
Island Realty of Pensacola Beach
49 Via de Luna • Pensacola Beach
850-916-7188
jeremy@gulfcoastparadise.com

GULF BREEZE • $280,000

Four Bedrooms/Two Baths. Custom built. Fireplaced
greatroom with cathedral ceiling and plant ledges. This
almost new home has been well cared for and not dam-
aged by any hurricanes. Near boat launch and beaches.
This one won’t last - Call Jeremy at 850-377-3145 Today
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Time is on your side in the
early part of the week. But anything left undone by mid-
week will need to be put into rush mode. The weekend
offers choices for you and someone special.

TAURUS (April 30 to May 20) Finally getting credit for a
contribution is nice for all you idea-generating Ferdinands
and Fernandas. But don’t sit on your laurels under the cork
tree. Use it as a first step to a bigger opportunity.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Despite the progress made, a
hint of doubt might set in. That’s OK. You need to stop and
consider not only what you’re doing but also how you are
doing. Make adjustments where needed.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The dreamer is dominant in
the Moon Child’s aspect, but a dollop of hardheaded prac-
ticality is coming up fast and jockeying for space. The chal-
lenge is to make room for both modes.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It’s a good week for Leos and
Leonas to start assessing what they’ve done and what they
plan to do. Moving to a new environment — home or job-
related — is a possibility for some Cats.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The week calls for
Virgos to make tough decisions, but in a way that leaves
the door open for changes. Ask for advice from someone
who has been in the position you’re in now.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Disappointments are
never easy to take, but you have the ability to learn from
them and go on to success. Meanwhile, continue to build
up your contacts. You’ll need them soon.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Things might still
be going much too slowly to suit you. But you need the
time to make sure they’re going in the right direction. It’s
easier to make a course correction now rather than later.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Showing
some temperament at the way things are going is one way
of getting your point across. Just don’t overdo it, or you
risk turning away more-moderate supporters.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Things could
change more quickly this week than you like. But don’t fret;
you’ll most likely find that you’re up to the challenges. The
weekend offers much-needed relaxation.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Big challenge com-
ing up? Uncross those fingers and believe that you’re go-
ing to do well. And keep in mind that so many people have
faith in your ability to succeed.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Testing the waters is a
good way of learning about an opportunity before plunging
right in. Ask more questions and be alert to any attempts
to avoid giving complete answers.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a gift for making people —
and animals, too — feel special and loved.
(c) 2006 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Health is wealth,
and it’s tax free...
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VOTED BEST SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT!!

One of the many “Best of the Gulf Coast” awards won by Flounder’s in the News Journal’s polls.

Open 7 days a week


