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Mermaid Merriment

The Mystic Krewe of Nereids are the ever-popular all-female krewe whose mermaid merriment has been famous on Pensacola Beach since 1991. Hosting King Kake and
Moonpie parties along with a formal masked ball are just a few of their annual rituals. The Queen’s Brunch is the official kick off to their carnival calendar. Royal and ready in the
front row (L to R)are: Paulette Provost, Deb Friedman, Bonnie McDonald and Kathi Lewis. Middle row (L to R): Jeanne Tawney, Sharon Mattair, Marilyn LeNormand, Cathy Long and
Peggy Henshall. Back row (L to R): Monette Hodges, Sam Magee, Elaine Mitchell, Charlotte Spencer, Tina Preston, Renee Mack, Courtney Winstead, and Judy L’Oignon. For more
about the fun,  finned sisters, see page 2.
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Is Mardi Gras a spirit, a fable, a
mystery, make believe, real, surreal,
elegance, royalty, fun, fun, fun? It's
all of the above and perhaps none
of the above. Mardi Gras is people.
People who gather together, com-
bine spirits, weave magic, tell tales,
and do good deeds. When people
string all these beads into a Mardi
Gras necklace, they create a make
believe world where the party never
ends. And they live in the real world
when the party does end in a flurry
of touching the lives of real people.

People like the members of the
Mystic Krewe of Nereids whose
presence on Pensacola Beach has
been legendary since 1991, the year
the all-female krewe formed and blos-
somed.

It's all about people and what
they can accomplish. People like
Sharon Mattair, Elaine Mitchell,
Marilyn LeNormand and Ella Hess,
founding members of the Krewe,
who are still active. There are cur-
rently 27 members in this elite krewe,
all of whom have survived and are
now surviving the levels of mem-
bership imposed by the by-laws. Of
the 27, only 6 are now honorary and
the rest are residing in level which
will eventually lead to full member-
ship.

If you are lucky enough to be
tapped for membership, you will
soon find your life has changed as
you follow the regulatory instruc-
tions of your group. Lipstick is
prime. You will never be seen in pub-
lic without your proper lipstick. The
Nereids have a lipstick checker who
periodically inspects the lips of her
fellow Nereids to see if the lipskin is
showing through. Better not.

Nereids means Nymphs of the
Sea. And the number of parties and
activities they present every year
makes your head swim.

"We believe in King Kake and

Nereids Flex Their Wings, Flip Their Fins, Put On Their Lipstick
Moonpies," says Bonnie
McDonald, krewe spokesperson.
"We believe in them so much that
we host two major parties around
the delicacies. These parties, always
held on the Beach are open to the
public."

"And the public loves us,"
Sharon Mattair chimes in. "They
can't get enough cakes and pie,
music, prizes, costuming, and danc-
ing."

Tickets are now available for
another public event, their Mystical
Masquerade Ball on February 7.

"Masking for the ball is man-
datory." Bonnie said. "Unmasking
will be at 9 p.m. with prizes awarded
and the presentation of the krewe
royalty. Everybody should begin
working on their masks right now."

The Nereids also have parties
behind closed doors. They all go to
Sharon Mattair's house for the
Splash Party, for mermaids, of course.
It is one of two slumber parties, the
other is held at Marilyn
LeNormand's home in Mobile,
where they spend the night after
shopping for throws.

Their Christmas party is also
closed. This is the scene of the vote
for their queen. Each member places
her vote in an envelope which is
sealed with red lipstick kisses.

The envelope goes into secret
storage until the Queen's brunch
where they count the votes. They
introduce their new queen that night
at the King Kake party. "That's
about it for parties," Bonnie said.
"But we meet once each month
throughout the year, except for
March. We're too tired after Mardi
Gras and we have been with each
other almost continuously for a
month at the den.

"We have a motto," says
Paulette Provost. "We support
Mardi Gras on Pensacola Beach, sis-

terhood and camaraderie with the
krewe, community involvement and
helping those in need while support-
ing beach businesses."

Paulette explained that the
members are dedicated to a number
of community projects. They all be-
long to the Krewe of Wrecks, pa-
rade in the Chamber of Commerce
Christmas parade, the Krewe of
Wrecks Mardi Gras parade, and the
Westgate School parade.

They contribute on a regular

basis to Favor House, Hospice, the
American Red Cross, Gulf Breeze
Hospital Breast Cancer Awareness,
and the Mobile Children's Harbor
Foundation.

Proceeds from the King Kake
party go to the Kelli Noel Stewart
Dance scholarship. Kelly was a stu-
dent at Dancingly Yours. She was
killed in an accident.

Each Christmas the Nereids
feed a needy family and visit with
them so they can find out what they

want for Christmas. Then, on Christ-
mas Eve, they deliver the gifts along
with the Christmas dinner.

Are there angels flexing their
wings on Pensacola Beach? They
may not have golden harps, but they
have golden hearts.

Twenty-six-year old Cortney
Cosby is working toward her full
membership as the youngest Nereid.
"I can't think of a better place to be,"
she said, as she put on her lipstick
and gently brushed her angel wings.

Jim Cox, president of the
Pensacola Beach Advocates,
told the Governing Board at
their January 7 meeting that im-
provements to the core area
could be made within the next
few years which would not ad-
versely affect a future overall
visioning plan.

“Development could take
place over the next three years
which would be paid for on a
yearly basis with the $1 toll in-
c rease ,”  Cox  sa id .  “These
would be projects which would
meet  shor t  te rm goals  and
would be generic enough to fit
into any long term planning.
Projects could include increas-
ing parking lot lighting and
cons t ruc t ing  a  pedes t r i an
boardwalk on both Soundside
and Gulfside.”

Cox told the group, which
included the Governmental Af-
fairs Committee, that meetings
scheduled with the Commis-
sioners and Rep. Dave Murzin
were complete and went well.

"Overall the officials were
very welcoming, thoughtful
and applauded our efforts. We
s t i l l  have  mee t ings  ye t  to
schedule with Congressman
Jeff Miller, County Attorney
Alison Rogers, County Admin-
istrator Bob McLaughlin and
Department of Community Af-
fairs representative Susan Pop-
lin."

The goal of the PBA in
these meetings is to acquaint
the governmental officials with
the PBA and to  keep them
abreast of Beach issues and

concerns.
Darrell McIntyre, chairman

of the Environmental Commit-
tee, who was out of town, sub-
mitted a report which covered
two subjects -  litter and light-
ing. Recommendations were:
(1) the possibility of rebates for
returning drink containers for
recycling, and (2) heightening
of public awareness of the pre-
carious state of the sea turtles
and their habitat.

He suggested that the PBA
could join with other groups to
develop a statewide returnable
container law.

PBA Vice President Scott
Holland urged board members
to discuss PBA membership
with their friends and neigh-
bors.

"Now that the holidays are
over, I think we could person-
ally reach out to our list of
friends and neighbors on the
Beach to increase our member-
ship," he said.

The new organizat ion 's
goals include informing Beach
residents of changing situa-
tions and establishing a work-
ing relationship with County
and State officials.

“We will make providing
information to our members a
priority,” said Lila Cox, Commu-
nications Committee chairman.
“The website pbadvocates.org
will contain proposed core area
development  p lans ,  publ ic
meeting schedules and notices
of meetings members should
attend.”

PBA encourages its mem-

bers and other interested par-
ties to attend the meeting of the
Santa Rosa Island Authority
Board tonight, January 14 at 5
p.m.

"It appears that in the next
90 days the stakeholders on
Pensacola Beach need to be
heard," Rick Gordon, a member
of the Governmental Affairs
committee said. "This is a pro-
cess that should involve them
and PBA is in a good position
to facilitate that."

The first public hearing on
the development of the core
area will be February 18, time
and location to be announced.

“A strong showing at the
SRIA meeting tonight and at the
first public hearing will defi-
nitely reveal how Beach resi-
dents feel about the bridge toll
increase and the proposed core
area development,” said Cox.

The Communications Com-
mittee requested the Board au-
thorize subscribing to a year
round service which facilitates
the  emai l ing  of  pos tcards ,
newsletters and surveys. The
Board approved the request
unanimously. Committee Chair-
man Lila Cox said the plan is to
send a one page monthly news-
letter to keep the members up
to date.

PBA membership is open to
all residents, leaseholders, and
those with a business interest in
Pensacola Beach. Dues are $30
per family per year and applica-
tions are available at
www.pbadvocates.org.

PBA Discusses Need For Visioning, Stakeholder Input
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B a re f o o t  o n  t h e  B e a c h By Jane Waters Cooper

• Fresh Gulf Seafood
• Live Maine Lobster

• Kids Playground

Wings • Burgers • Seafood • Ribs
OPEN EVERYDAY at 11 AM

SCORE!
39C WINGS
on Thursday

Lunch Specials
Mon- Fri 11-2

Dinner Specials
Nightly

Pirate Specials

• Wednesday Raw Oysters 35   ea
• Thursday Baked Oysters

OPEN EVERYDAY
at   11am

c

Yo
Ho
Ho CATCH IT ALL!

Sports
on Hi Def

42 TVs • 11 Big Screens
Pay Per View

Events

1010 Ft. Pickens Road
Pensacola Beach

932-4139
www.peglegpetes.com 2 Via de Luna • Pensacola Beach
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NAN HARPER

850-293-9321

Movie Stars. Bright lights vy-
ing for attention with dramatic fire-
works displays. Bands rockin.
Commentators wearing tuxedos.
Was all this glitz and glamour the
Hollywood opening of a block-
buster? No, it was just the things
that go on in today's football bowl
games.

Things have changed since
there were only four bowls, all con-
sidered major, and you dressed in
normal clothing, and your date/

husband brought you a chrysan-
themum to show your support for
your team.

What no face painting? No
naked to the waist college boys
feeling no pain in five degree tem-
peratures. No corn cob heads, Vi-
king horns, or pastel wigs?

What about all that gourmet
food they serve at bowl games?
Fabulous dishes indigenous to the
area of play. Where did the
hotdogs go?

Some coaches, like Joe Paterno
of Penn State, actually wear ties
and some are hopelessly plain
looking in their game attire, like Bo
Pellini, Nebraska who always wears
a gray sweatshirt, and well-worn
ball cap.

This year, some manufacturer
decided to set a fashion trend
among coaches. Lots of them are
wearing the fancy shirts with
stripes across the shoulders. Did
they get them free?

Football stadiums are no
longer known by their old-fash-
ioned names like Memorial Sta-
dium. They are like LSUs Death
Valley and Florida's famous
"Swamp."

Thousands of people attend
these games. Graduates never
seem to reach adulthood. They will
max out their credit cards to get
into the stands at a bowl game.
Most bowls have more attendees
than the number of kids who used
to be enrolled at their university.

And the symbols of their loy-
alty are paraded on the field. The

Oklahoma Sooners are proud to
ride that mini covered wagon.
Florida State has its Seminole riding
his Indian pony. And proud South-
ern Cal's living logo goes way back
to ancient times, as the Trojan thrills
by wielding his sword.

Every team has its dancing
girls. Once they were just called
cheerleaders and they were few in
number. Now, it's like the Radio City
Rockettes. It's just as hard to make
one of these dance teams as it is to
get on the starting football squad.
Once a student is accepted for the
dance team, the band, or the col-
lege sports teams, they have it
made. Full scholarships.

I have to admit I was in Hog
Heaven this bowl season which
stretched on for days and nights. I
loved everything about it. Even the
sixty minutes of football which
they squeezed into the ballyhoo.

I'm not sure I remember the
loser and winners in the 38 bowls,
but I do have a few awards to
present:

Funniest: Georgia Tech's

bright yellow uniforms. They
looked like a bag of gumdrops or
jars of mustard.

Saddest: Joe Paterno being
kept from coaching on the side-
lines.

Most Surprising: Crimson
Tide's loss to Utah.

Most Boring: Commercials.
More commercials. And more com-
mercials.

Worst Stadium: Who would
be able to enjoy a football game
played on blue grass? Are we in
DisneyWorld? No, we're at Boise
State.

All the joking in this column
aside (and that's where it should
be) football is America's game. In
case you didn't know it before, I
am a real football addict. I would
probably dry up and blow away if I
didn't have my television during
Bowl season. Three cheers for fire-
works, movie stars, The Swamp,
dancing girls, blue field, and hand-
some coaches. Having some truly
great football teams added to the
mix doesn't hurt either.

Fearless prognosticator Barry
McCleary ended the college bowl
season with his own personal vic-
tory, a respectable number of cor-
rect predictions in the 34 game-zoo
which provided thrills, chills, spec-
tacular plays.  Yes, there were a few
upsets, notably at least to the folks
who live in Dixie with Utah's win
over the favored Crimson Tide.
Barry's percentage of correct pre-
dictions was 62 percent proving
that the Island Times Pigskin King
traveled among the elite.

This year's bowl season was

dominated by the Big 12 (5 wins),
SEC (5 wins) and PAC 10 (4 wins)
in bowl games they entered.

“What can I say,” Barry com-
mented as he dried his eyes after
the Bama game. “Those Utes made
some good plays. But Alabama will
be back next year, most likely in the
national championship game.”

Although there were several
pretenders to the throne, such as
Utah, Texas, Southern Cal, the na-
tional championship went to
Florida over Oklahoma, 24-14.
Congrats to Barry and the Gators.

Barry Hits The Jackpot

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Game & Card Party

Thursday, February 12
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Lunch & Games
Our Lady of the Assumption

TICKETS $20
Nancy Crane 934-8990
Lynda Knell 934-9008
Dolores Gelfand 916-4599
Carol Stark 934-5836

For Tickets
Call:
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Mon - Thu  2-10
Fri-Sun   10-10

Between Sidelines & Crabs • Look for the Waterfall, Stay for the Fun

We host
Birthday
Parties

Play
Guitar
Hero

featuring
Rock
Band

Dance
Dance

Revolution

850-932-1550
Pool Tables
Hot Chocolate
& Cappuccino

 Snack Bar
Hand-dipped Blue Bell Ice Cream

Nachos -  Hot Dogs
Frosty  Drinks - Frozen Treats

18 Holes of Fantasy Golf
Awesome Arcade

FAMILY FUN
Day & Night

The One & Only Family Entertainment Center on the Island

LONE  SAILOR
Just one sailor joined the

Pensacola Beach Yacht Club last
month, Jason Knoll of Gulf
Breeze. Jason won't be alone long
when the Yacht Clubbers invite
him to join their sailing and so-
cial events.

REV  JOHN  RECUPS
The Rev. John Cheshire has

had the whole Beach sending get
well wishes to him. Daughter
Amy DePew announced that her
dad is rehabbing at Bay Breeze
Nursing Home in Gulf Breeze and
is set to go home this week.
PREPARING  FOR  ROYALTY

A senorita told us that the
Spanish security team and Con-
sul General stayed on Pensacola
Beach last week while creating
itineraries and securing routes
for the arrival of the King and
Queen of Spain for Pensacola's
450th celebration. Stay tuned to
Island Times for more on this
story.

NEW  HOME
Why did Barbara Eager cross

the street? To live on the other side.

Barbara, who lives in San Anto-
nio, admitted she moved across the
street and needed her Island Times
delivery address changed. She
was on the Beach to ring in the
New Year and then it was back to
her new house on her same street.

C'EST  BON
Gene and Rita Von Bon drove

over from Navarre Beach to see
the Santa Claus Look Alike Con-
test at Bamboo Willie's. The couple
loved the whole promotion and
cheered for "Bad Santa" who hap-
pened to be Gene’s brother-in-law.

BIRTHDAY  BRANDON
Brandon Mattair turned 22-

years-old on Twelfth Night, Janu-
ary 6. The tradition of serving king
kake on that day is not a surprise
to him since his mom is one of the
fun loving Krewe of Nereids mem-
bers.

GET  WELL  MICHELLE
Veteran poker player Michelle

Bourgeois was injured in an acci-
dent on January 1. Her pals at the
Texas Hold 'Em 4444 Fun tables
wish her a speedy recovery so she
can get back to playing cards.

THIRTY  DAYS  TO  PLAY
Joy Anderson is counting the

days until her sister Mary Walters
arrives from Indiana. According to
Joy she will be here for the whole
month of February and they are
going to attend as many Mardi
Gras parties as they can. Watch out
for these two gals.

BEST  LIGHTS
Island Spirit awards for best

holiday decorations were given to
Pensacola Beach residents Ed and
Kathy Valimont, and Craig and
Phyllis Wood. The awards, spon-
sored by the Pensacola Beach
Chamber of  Commerce, were part
of the Season Your Holidays pro-
motion. A secret panel of judges
patrolled the island and found the
very best residential displays of
island spirit.

LAISSEZ LES BON TEMPS
Pensacola Beach Mardi Gras

Schedule, see page 5.

Wrong answers came to the
desk of the Trivia Master last week,
and just when he thought he had
stumped the players, here comes
Lila Cox with the correct answer.
She was in the right place, the Para-
dise Bar, at the right time, and she
saw the photo in question when it
was taken. Deb Friedman was the
mystery model in the Dirty Joe's
shirt, and Lila Cox has a new Is-
land Times t-shirt.

Joanne "Half Shirt" Brooks
sent her email on Christmas Day
naming Elaine Penniman as the
faceless model. Then, the next day
she corrected her original reply
with a four pronged answer. Judy
L'Oignon, Dirty Joe himself, Jerry
Porter or Chuck Steele. Nice try,
Joanne. Right or wrong your an-
swers are always entertaining.

For the record, Jayne Drees
was on the left and Lindsey
Stanley was on the right in the
photo.

Both of the knights of the
Round Table, Sir Morrie Drees and
Sir Bill Greene were curiously si-
lent. Probably stuffing themselves
with turkey.

However, Sir Morrie did pro-
vide the next trivia question. He was
so sure that his wind generator
question would stump all of you.
It did not happen, so he's after all
players again.

Here's Sir Morrie's question:
"If you go out on the Beach fish-
ing bridge almost to the end and
look to the right you will see a large
round object in sticking out of the
water. What is it?

Be the first to email the cor-
rect answer and you will win an Is-
land Times t-shirt. Rules are the
same. Send  your answer to
islandtimes@bellsouth.net with
“trivia” in the subject line and  in-
clude your name, phone number.
Deadline to answer is January 21,
2009.

King Freddie’s Decree

All loyal subjects
shall enjoy...
Specials at

PARADISE INN

Book a room
Friday, Jan. 30
(before the Nauga
Breakfast  &  stay)
Half Price on

Saturday, Jan. 31

Play & Stay
at the Inn
932-2319

21 Via de Luna
850-916-5087

LIVE
MUSIC

Cozy Inn & Full Service Bar -Grill
Seafood • Sandwiches• Snacks
Renee’s Famous Shrimp Salad

Grilled Catch of the Day

THURSDAY, JAN 29
First ever Australia Day -
Geoff Achison 6 -10 pm

FRIDAY, JAN 30  6 -10
&

SATURDAY, JAN 31 at 2
30 x 90

New Orleans All Girl Band

Pet & People Friendly
Make Your Reservation TODAY!

On the parade route
Book Now!

CALENDAR ONLINE
paradisebar-grill.com

BLUES FUNDRAISER  JANUARY 16
 Shawn Curle & 44s

Friday • Jan 16 from 6 to 10
Supports trip to Memphis

to perform at the IBC
SHOW ‘EM WE CARE!
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ATM
Located Inside

•
Pensacola Beach

Souvenirs

“Where courtesy,
convenience and
price all meet”

  In a Hurry?

SAVE TIME & MONEY
Easy entry and exit

on Via de Luna.

22 Via de Luna • Across from Subway and Paddy O’Leary’s • Pensacola Beach

OPEN
7

DAYS
A WEEK

at 6 AM

Gasoline to Groceries
Competitive

Gasoline
Prices

Special
MILK
All Gallons
$3.99

Check Our
2 Pack Cigarette

Specials
LOW CARTON

PRICES

• Groceries • Cold Beer & Wine
• Ice • Frozen Foods
• Ice Cream • Premium Cigars
• Coffee • Free Island Times

Pensacola
Beach

Sweatshirts
T-shirts

Everything you need ~ Right here on the Beach

MARDI GRAS ON THE ISLAND EVENTS
Jan 17 Krewe of Junkanoo Chili CookOff Sandshaker Noon Open Free
Jan 23 Krewe of Nereids Moon Pie Party Sandshaker 7 PM Open Free
Jan 24 Krewe of Kids Sign Up Tiki Island 2 PM Open $8
Jan 25 Krewe of Junkanoo Cajun Boil Sandshaker 3 PM Open Free
Jan 31 Nauga Champagne Breakfast The Dock 10 AM Open Ticket
Jan 31 Krewe of Brewe Beach Babe Contest Sandshaker 2 PM Open Free
Jan 31 Junkanoo Island Man Contest Sandshaker 4 PM Open Free
Feb 7 Nereids Mystical Masquerade Ball Bamboo Willies 7 PM Open Ticket
Feb 7 Krewe of Brewe Black Tie Ball Elk’s Lodge 7:30 PM Open Ticket
Feb 14 Krewe of Kids Parade Tiki Island 10 AM Open Free
Feb 14 Krewe of Wrecks Ball The Dock 8 PM Krewe Ticket
Feb 14 Bananimals Ball Quality Inn 8 PM Open Ticket
Feb 16 KOW Queen's Dinner Flounder's 7 PM Krewe Ticket
Feb 16 KOW King's Supper Elk's Lodge 7 PM Krewe Ticket
Feb 21 Krewe of Brewe Queen’s Breakfast Flounder’s 9 AM Krewe Ticket
Feb 21 KOW Champagne Breakfast Crab's 10 AM Krewe Ticket
Feb 22 Wrecks Mardi Gras Parade Via de Luna 2 PM Open Free
Feb 23 Red Beans and Rice Luncheon Casino Beach 11 AM Open Free
Feb 24 Krewe of Coma Sandshaker 6 PM Open Free

Krewe of Wrecks Meetings • Monday Nights  6:00 pm
Jan 19 PegLeg Pete’s
Jan 26 The Islander

Feb 2 Paradise
Feb 9 Elk’s Lodge

About sixty reveling Wrecks
started the New Year right when they
gathered at Flounder's on January 5
to start balls rolling, floats floating,
and red beans and rice simmering.

Krewe of Wrecks reigning King
Vern Phillips told the roomful of loyal
subjects, "We have come through a
difficult year, but, don't worry 2009
will be fine. Happy New Year." The
toast was gratefully accepted and
marked with the proper libations.

The Wrecks wandered into their
business session when Jeff Goudey,
Running Around Wreck, an-
nounced the need for three more
convertibles to fill out the cadre that
transports the royalty in the parade.

The Wrecks heard from King
Vern again who said those who have
ordered throws can pick them up
after January 20, and the extra beads
will go on sale to everyone begin-
ning January 26 at The Islander meet-
ing.

"Don't forget we're raffling off
an original Zulu poster," Phillips

Wrecks Launch New Year Mixing Business and Frivolity
said. "Tickets for this valuable
collector's item from New Orleans are
a dollar each, and the drawing will
take place at the Red Beans and Rice
luncheon on February 22.

Carleen Wheeler is the chair-
man of the decorations for the Grand
Costume Ball and Champagne
Breakfast. She and her trusty com-
mittee of star decorators, Chrissy
Cook, Amy DePew, and Bobbi
Cunningham will dress up the party
scene. The ball, set at The Dock on
February 14, will have a "Famous
Lovers" theme. Mandatory dress is
formalwear or costume.

Goudey announced that the
Wrecks had donated 98 pounds of
food to the Manna Food Bank dur-
ing the holidays. And the traditional
50/50 drawing was won by Darlene
Richards who took home 73 extra
dollars with her.

Queen Claire Marcey is host-
ing a Tiara Party at the Elk's Lodge
on Sunday, February 1 at 2 p.m.

"This party is for everyone,"

Queen Claire said. "Everyone who
has worn a tiara or who would like
to wear a tiara, here is your chance.
No matter if you have to beg, bor-
row, or rent your crown, get it on
your head and come to have a good

time."
Guests should bring finger

foods to share and there will be a
cash bar at the party. The highlight
of the event will be the crowning
of the "Queen of Tiara Wearers."

Memberships in the Krewe of
Wrecks are still available. Dues are
$30 per person per year. Applica-
tions are available at each meeting
or by emailing Melanie Waite at
Melanie7896@bellsouth.net.
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peas ,  porr idge  &
a dry mart ini by Kathi Lewis

Maria’s Fresh Seafood Market

621 Cervantes Street
Pensacola • 432-4999
Call for directions from the Beach

Take a little bit of the Gulf Coast home!
Fresh from the boats daily

We can cold pack for travel or ship anywhere.
• RED SNAPPER & TRIGGERFISH
• GROUPER & FLOUNDER
• OYSTERS & SHRIMP
• MUCH MORE!

MON - SAT 8 AM - 7 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM - 6 PM

Wine Talk
By David Griffin,

Beach  Wines
and Liquors

January 14, 2009

    Karaoke with Kriss Ridgeway
  Tuesday & Thursday  7 to 11
             Live Music
  Wednesday Tim Spencer 7 to 11

   LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND
   Check our calendar at www.DalesBigDeck.com

715 Pensacola Beach Blvd at the Sabine Marina
Next to the Yacht Club - South of the Elk’s Lodge

850-934-3141     •    Open Everyday at 9 a.m.

OPEN
AIR
DECK
Overlooks
Sabine Bay

SIT ON
DALE’S

BIG
DECK

LIve
Music

Cold Beer
Free

Sunsets

THE PERSONAL TOUCH
While the grapes primarily dictate the qual-
ity of any wine, the manner in which they
are processed has much to do with the
character of the final product. Each
winemaker has his or her own personal
style. Factors that contribute to individual
style include knowing when the grapes
should be harvested. Winemakers must
also decide whether to ferment their wine
in stainless steel tanks or oak barrels, as
well as for how long and at what tem-
perature. Following that, a determination
must be made whether to age the wine,
for how long, and in what kind of oak.
And, finally, there is the matter of blending
which grapes and in what proportions.
HINT: Winemaking styles vary by re-
gion, country, and winemaker.
Are you a wine aficionado? We love to
talk about wines and to answer any ques-
tions you may have. Whether you have
a question about what wines to serve
with a particular meal, or need help in
estimating quantities for a party, stop in
and talk with us at Beach Wines and
Liquors, Inc. We have a great selection
of red wines from around the world and in
all price ranges. We are at 5 Via de Luna,
Pensacola Beach or call 932-8850 for
easy directions.

“Drinkin' Dancin' & Smokin”
that is the title of a very cher-
ished wall tile given to me by my
wonderful friend Judy L'Oignon.
I'm not advocating any of these
except dancin' which everybody
needs to do but it's an extremely
accurate description of me.  And
that explains why it screamed my
name when Judy spotted it!  Judy
and I have been friends and Sis-
ters for many years, which is why
I know she'll forgive me for com-
mitting the sin of omission.  Oh
yeah, I omitted Judy when nam-
ing the Ladies of Wednesday
Night in the last issue.  Our un-
forgettable Queen of Queens,
Judy, who has so  patiently
taught each of us the Queen's
Wave; with right hand up and  it's
"Elbow, elbow, turn your wrist.
Touch your lips & blow a kiss"!
Judy was dubbed Madam Cookie
by Paulette Provost because of
the exquisite delicacies handed
out with the warning that this
would be the one and only baked
gift we would ever receive from
her. But all the problems and ag-
gravation she encountered in the
making were not apparent in the
tasting, because we all loved
them!  And we want more!

 And I keep that accurately
descriptive tile prominently dis-
played so that I see it every day.

I survived another New
Year's Eve celebration (an unfor-
gettably fun evening with Char-
lotte Spencer and Melissa Clark
having the most perfect seats at
the Shaker). I had Paulette's irre-
sistible glorified cabbage and Jeff
Goudey's now perfected black-
eyed peas, and am ready for the
extremely intense, but oh so
gratifying, madness of Mardi
Gras!

In light of the Mardi Gras
season and being a brand new
year, I have taken an entirely new
motto for my daily life.  It is "I'm
Alive" and comes from a song on
the Kenny Chesney CD I received
for Christmas.  The pamphlet in the
CD describes how he came to write
this song based on a boat Captain.

After a late night at sea, when
the Captain sorta dragged him-
self on deck, Chesney inquired
about the man's well being.  The
Captain gave the short answer,
“I'm alive.”

I loved it as it is sometimes
the standard beach answer, es-
pecially during Mardi Gras. For
me any day I wake up is a good
day. Breathing is a blessing.  For
today, that's enough for me…and
I will say thank you each day for
everything.

It 's  t ime to head to the
kitchen for this week's recipe.  I
guarantee that you and your
guests will absolutely love it.  It
comes to us from my finned
friend, Sister and cohort Char-
lotte Spencer.  She cooked this
for the Krewe of Nereid's Christ-
mas Party and when she opened
the foil this wonderful aroma
filled the entire house making us
instantly hungry.  It's perfect for
Mardi Gras season since it feeds
a large group and is actually very
easy to make.  Don't let the list of
ingredients fool you or turn you
off of this recipe, because most

of them are already in your cabi-
net.  So, let's cook…

Charlotte's Beef Brisket

8 - 10 lb. Brisket
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. garlic salt
¼ cup Worcestershire Sauce
½ tsp. sugar
¼ cup Soy Sauce
1 tsp. liquid smoke
1 tsp.  Tabasco Sauce
1 tbsp. chopped onion

Rub brisket with salt and gar-
lic salt.  Mix remaining ingredients
and pour over meat.  Wrap tightly
in heavy-duty aluminum foil and
refrigerate overnight (up to 24 hrs).
Cook in foil for 10 hours at 250 de-
grees.  Allow it to sit at least one-
half hour before serving.  Enjoy
and remember that life is much bet-
ter shared!

And for Charlotte, thank you
for sharing this with all of us.

Happy New Year to all our
faithful readers.  Being Alive in 2009
is definitely fine.

So, join the Krewe of Wrecks
for Mardi Gras and I'll see ya in the
kitchen…….

The Association of Krewes
will convene once again to discuss
the more serious side of parading
on Pensacola Beach at their next
meeting, Thursday, January 15 at
5:30 p.m. at the Santa Rosa Island
Authority boardroom. Planning,
logistics and parade safety are on
the agenda.

"Each krewe who participates
in the Krewe of Wrecks parade on
Pensacola Beach is asked to send
a delegate to this meeting," said
Jeff Goudey, who is tasked with
coordinating the parade for the
Wrecks.  Representatives from the
Krewe of Wrecks, Escambia
County Sheriff's Department and
Santa Rosa Island Authority will
be available to answer questions
and discuss parade rules.

"Safety before, during and af-
ter the parade is paramount in my
mind," said Deb Friedman, AOK
president. "We have great coop-
eration among the various agen-
cies and the Mardi Gras krewes.
The AOK is in charge of facilitat-
ing that."

For more information contact
Jeff Goudey at 850-291-6957.

Parade Safety
Meeting Set
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Catamarans • Parasailing • Waverunners • Kayaks • Boat Rentals

850-932-5520
www.KeySailing.com

Pensacola Beach
at the Boardwalk

Call for
Store Hours

End-of-Season Sale
KAYAKS • BOATS • WAVE RUNNERS

January 14, 2009

Waterfront Dining
500 Quietwater Beach Blvd
Pensacola Beach • 932-1417
Upstairs from Key Sailing

OPEN
Lunch & Dinner

Everyday

Burgers • Shakes • Fries
Cold Beer

Try a
Big

Kahuna
•

Our upstairs
deck

overlooks
Santa Rosa

Sound

Try a
Frozen
Cruzan

Pain Killer

The record of the fifteen year
history of the Mardi Gras Krewe
of Naugas reflects membership of
6000, give or take a few of the furry-
eared creatures, one way or an-
other. When the Naugas formed
their protective organization fif-
teen years ago, the tiny creatures
were an endangered species. Now,
they are thriving under the tute-
lage of the Board of the Queens
which puts the Naugas on display
for one day, and one day only, dur-
ing the Mardi Gras season.

"This year, the Nauga Cham-
pagne Breakfast and Native Noon-
time Ball will be more spectacular
than ever," Danah Gibson, Queen
Nauga I said. "Everybody will get a
set of Nauga ears, Dunnotar will pro-
vide music for the third year, and
there will be plenty of party favors."

Endangered Species, Furry Eared Naugas Celebrate Fifteenth Anniversary
The celebration begins at 10

a.m. on Saturday, January 31 at The
Dock.

The most glittering event of
the day will be the coronation of
the new queen, whose identity has
been kept a secret until the mo-
ment of the coronation. Even the
queen does not know she has been
chosen. Dukes in charge of the
coronation are Bill Greene, who has
15 years of Dukedom, and Danny
and Shirley Blake.

There will be a silent auction
and drawings for door prizes. Tick-
ets will be a dollar each. A week-
end at The Pearl in Navarre will be
among the auction prizes.

The Nauga Dawga and
Purrfect Kitty Contest will be open
to everyone. Brings photos of your
pets to enter the contest. Entry fee

is $5.  (No live animals, please.) Pro-
ceeds from the contests and draw-
ings will go to the Humane Society
of Pensacola. Judges will be former
winners Becky Shearman and
Phyllis Wood, both Beach resi-
dents.

"This is our In-Naug-uration
party," said Gwen Gibson, Nauga
Queen II. "It's a year of the new
president, a new Nauga Queen and
a new Nauga Dawga and Purrfect
Kitty. What a way to celebrate a
decade and one-half of Nauga-
ness."

The cost of the breakfast is $15
at the door and each Nauga-To-Be
will be checked in. Pajamas, robes,
smoking jackets, all kinds of bed
time attire will be the dress code,
as usual.

Naugas will start partying

around 10 a.m. and go on and on
and on.

Members of the governing
Queens Board are: Danah Gibson,
Gwen Gibson, Sharon Mattair,
Karina Foster, Renee Mack, Lynn

Cieutat, Shelley Johnson, Karen
Cook, Deb Friedman, Carrie
Monaghan, Christine Hewerdine,
and Dana Graves.

For additional information,
ring the Nauga Hotline at 932-4323.

Clear the decks and deck the
Mardi Gras halls. The Krewe of Kids
has announced its 2009 schedule
beginning with the Sign Up and
Organizational meeting on Satur-
day, January 24 at 2 p.m. The first
party will be at their den, Tiki Is-
land Golf and Games. The young
revelers will craft their famous
handprint banner and learn the se-
cret handshake and cheer. Games
and cookies will be a part of the
festivities.

"The fee this year will be $8,"
Captain Jackie Henderson said.
"This amount will include a spe-
cial Kids Mardi Gras t-shirt."

Kids must attend the Sign Up
meeting to be eligible to attend the
Royal Doughnut Breakfast on Sat-
urday, February 7, also at Tiki Is-
land. Breakfast will be purple, green

Kids Plan Mini Mardi Gras
and gold frosted doughnuts and
soft drinks. There will be a random
drawing to select the members of
their royal court. A king and queen
will be chosen from among the fifth
graders.

The big event on the Krewe of
Kids agenda is the parade which
will be on Saturday, February 14
with line-up at 9:30 a.m. and the
start of the parade will be at 10 a.m.
This year the procession will be on
Tiki Island's paved parade ground
between the golf course and the
arcade. There is no charge to enter
the parade and the Island Times
will award a best mini float prize for
the best decorated stroller or
wagon. Spectators are welcome.

The Krewe of Kids is open to
youngsters fifth grade and
younger. Pre-schoolers will be re-

quired to have an adult with them
at all times.

For more information, call
Jackie Henderson at 932-8713.

• Wines
from all over the globe

• Beers
imported and domestic

• Accessories
for  wine aficionados

• Wine & Beer Sales
by the bottle or the case

D’Vine Wine &
Beer Bar

soak up old world
elegance

while sipping a
glass of wine

Wine
Tastings

Thursday
5 to 7 PM

Happy Hour
Friday

5 to 7 PM
2 for 1 Wine

Located inside Geronimo’s Outpost Sip and Shop
69 Via de Luna • 932-3617 Open Everyday at 10 AM

You deserve a D’Vine experience tonight
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LIVING BRINGS IT IN. WE TAKE IT OUT.
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaner

Area and Oriental Rugs • Tile & Grout
Marble, Vinyl & Hardwood  •  Cars, Boats & RV Interiors

V-8  Powered
Steam Clean

Process

Don’t
forget

932-7670 934-1913
434-6277 438-7559

698 E. Heinberg St. behind McGuire’s • 850.432.4777 • www. pandoradebalthzar.com

939-8800

Studio9898989898
HAIR

DESIGNS

FULL SERVICE
HAIR SALON

Women  Men  Children

10 Min. East
of WalMart

Hwy 98

OPEN
Monday -
Saturday

15 % Off
Just To Try Us

Free Pickup & Delivery at homes,
condos and hotels.

Just call us at 850-916-9437.

Dry Cleaning • Laundry
Household Items • Draperies
Wash & Fold • Leather, etc.

1143 Gulf Breeze Pkwy 932-2565
3497 Gulf Breeze Pkwy 916-9437

CLEANERS

Comfort
& Joy

by Pandora de Balthazar

As we enjoy the beauty of
paradise each day take time to give
thanks for all we have and are able
to share. This month is a time to
make a difference in your own life.

Start with your own health. Are
you happy with what you see?
Take a look at your life. Is it fulfill-
ing?

Look at the color of the walls
in your office and in the most im-
portant room of your home. Is it
pleasing? Does it make you happy?

Ask yourself. Am I refreshed
when I wake up?

If more than one answer is no,
take out a pad and pen and ask
yourself, “Why not?” Then, list
the ways you can make a differ-
ence in your own life. After all, you
cannot take care of others, if you
don't take care of yourself first!

Here are my suggestions:
Make your bedroom a sooth-

ing place to be and go there often.
Toss your old pillows and get new
fresh ones unless you have washed
them within the last month. Invest
in the best sheeting and bedding
that money can buy; after all, you
will enjoy it more than one third of
your life.

Sleep nine hours per night, un-
interrupted. (You can actually help
yourself with weight loss by get-
ting enough sleep. Did you know
that?)

Get moving. Walk, bike, or run
at least twenty minutes per day.

Smile. Laugh!
Introduce yourself to some-

one new.
Experience life in the best way

and rest up! Mardi Gras on the Is-
land is close at hand and we need
to let the good times roll.

Beloved Mr. Cotton Dies
I.B. Cotton, beloved Beach

personality, left the Earth on
Wednesday, January 7, just one
day before he would have cel-
ebrated living on the Island for
forty years.

Mr. Cotton was a strong sup-
porter of the Beach’s younger
generation. He was well respected
and loved by members of the
Beach family. When Larry and
Denise Keever decided to get mar-
ried in the early 80s, it was Mr.
Cotton who offered his home for
the ceremony, so they could start
their life together on his rooftop
balcony overlooking the Gulf .

Mr. Cotton was in the United
States Coast Guard, serving in the
Pacific and Atlantic theaters in

World War II. He later spent 35
years at NAS.

He is survived by his wife of
64 years, Helen; two sons, Tommy
and Billy Cotton; and a daughter
Debbie Campanella. He had five
grandchildren and four great
grandchildren.

Services were held at the
Pensacola Beach Community
Church with burial at Barrancas
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Tho-
mas Campanella, Greg Campanella,
Nate Cotton, Tyler Cotton, Mike
Dixon, and Larry Keever.

In lieu of flowers, the family
suggests making a contribution to
the Beach School or the Beach
Church. Mr. Cotton was 88-years-
old.

RECYCLE - Bring paper, cardboard, junk
mail, plastics, newspapers or aluminum
cans to the blue recycling bin located at the
Beach School or Beach Church. It’s an easy
way to help the environment and the Beach
community.

Beach resident Pandora de Balthazar, right, presents the proceeds
from a Opera Guild fundraiser that she hosted at her retail show-
room on Heinberg Street in Pensacola during December.  Opera
Guild President Betty Roberts, right, and Kyle Marrero, Opera artis-
tic director, are grateful for Pandora’s commitment as a patron of
the arts in Northwest Florida.

Lighten Up
laugh•be cheerful•seek the
positive•look upward•search
for higher meanings•lose
weight•brighten your day
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136 FORT PICKENS ROAD

PENSACOLA BEACH

850-932-9336
www.bots-fl.com

Mon - Thurs 9 - 4:30
Friday 9 - 5:30

LOBBY CLOSED FROM 1-3 PM EACH
DAY. DRIVE UP OPEN DURING ALL
BANKING HOURS.

• Internet Banking
• Bill Payment Service
• Waterfront Financing

• Flex Line Home Equity Loans
• Conventional Mortgages
• Personal Service

Bank of the South - Island Branch
Full Service Banking Close to Home

Jennifer Byrom,  P.A.
       Attorney At Law

Wills, Estates and Probate • Marital and Family Law
Child Custody  • Juvenile Law

Civil Litigation • Guardianship Law

“The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.”

Toll Free: 877-889-8822
5177 Elmira Street

Milton
Facing the Courthouse

916-9000
www.ByromLaw.com

Shipping & Packaging Services
Fax & Copy Services
Printing & Document Finishing Services
Notary Services
Mailbox Services
Packaging & Moving Supplies
Office Supplies

Bruno’s Shopping Center
362 Gulf Breeze Parkway
Gulf Breeze, FL 32561
850.932.8533 Tel • 850.932.1588 Fax

Commercial & Residential Appraisal, Consulting & Sales

103 Baybridge Dr.
Gulf Breeze, FL
850-934-1797
gdanielgreen.com

G. Daniel Green, MAI, SRA
State-Cert. Gen. REA #RZ836
Real Estate Broker #BK176669

• Men & Women’s Casual & Outdoor Clothing
• Hiking & Backpacking Gear
• Snow Ski Apparel
• Rock Climbing Gear, Ropes & Shoes
• Kayaks

3009 East Cervantes • 433-2822

HATS

• Men & Women’s Casual & Outdoor Clothing
• Hiking & Backpacking
• Snow Ski Apparel
• Rock Climbing Gear, Ropes & Shoes
• Indoor Rock Climbing Wall
• Kayaks

January 14, 2009

There are a number of high-
ways, roads, lanes, pathways and
bridges to cross before the pro-
posed Bob Sikes Bridge toll is raised
to $2 and core area concepts are
implemented, according to a memo
sent by Larry M. Newsom, Escambia
County Development Coordinator.

“I met with Buck Lee, Santa
Rosa Island Authority “ Newsom
said. “The following process was
determined to be a feasible sched-
ule and venue to seek response and
maintain clarity.”

1. January 14, 2009, Regular
SRIA Meeting: Identify Public Hear-
ing Process on the Island before pre-
senting to the BCC

2. Request all potential con-
ceptual plans to be submitted to the
SRIA Office by February 6, 2009,
with one copy for Larry Newsom

3. Schedule two Public Hear-
ings to allow plan presentations and
to solicit comments from public.
Court reporter will be present

4. First Public Hearing to be
scheduled for February 18, 2009, and
will meet all advertisement require-
ment to allow Commissioner to at-
tend.

5. SRIA will hire a consult-
ant to review all plans submitted to
evaluate parking and transportation
impacts.  County Staff will review
scope for consultant or A&E Ser-

vices
6. Consultant will communi-

cate with County Staff based on
findings and will present at the sec-
ond Public Hearing to be scheduled
in March or April based on time
needed for consultant review.

7. The SRIA and County
Staff will offer for transmittal to the
BCC the preferred option for ap-
proval.  This will be at the next sched-
uled Committee of the Whole in April
or May.

Newsom's action was taken in
response to the request of the

Seven Step Process Must Precede
Beach Core Area Development

SRIA to the County Commission
to raise the bridge toll as a funding
source for the planned makeover
of the core area. Although the Is-
land Authority has received sev-
eral plans for core area develop-
ment, they had not set time for the
preliminary procedures, including
public input.

"This process will allow time
for public hearings to ensure
proper response for all parties, en-
gineering, planning, and economic
impact analysis for all concepts,"
Newsom said.

Judge Kim Skievaski, left, administers the oath of office to new
Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan, center, in the County
Commission Chambers, January 6. Sheriff Morgan’s wife, Susan, right,
held the Bible.  After the oath was taken, Morgan addressed the
standing room only crowd with gratitude and a ready to work attitude.
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SEVILLE QUARTER
The Gulf Coast’s Premier Entertainment Complex. Seven

rooms of fun all under one roof! Karaoke, Texas Hold ‘Em, Team
Trivia, Pool, Video games & more. Live Entertainment 7 nights a
week. Live music on 4 stages every Friday & Saturday night.
Serving lunch and dinner. New Gift Shop! Located in Historic
Downtown Pensacola at 130 East Government Street. Open
Monday - Saturday from 11 until 2:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. until 2:30
on Sunday. Ring 434-6211 or visit www.rosies.com

After Sundown

SIDELINE’S SPORTS BAR AND RESTAURANT
Score! Don’t miss a point. See it all in high definition - 11 big

screens, 42 televisions.  If it runs, jumps, races, it’s here. Fa-
mous for Thursday Wing Night. Burgers. Seafood and Ribs.
Kids menu for the JV players.  Full bar. Indoor or outdoor seat-
ing. Video sports games.

Centrally located on Via de Luna, just east of the main
parking lot and the traffic light. Kick off at 11 a.m. seven days a
week. 934-3660.

NATIVE CAFE
Open at 7:30 a.m. six days a week. Closed on Tuesday.

Owned and operated by friendly natives serving locally pro-
duced seafood and delicacies. The Fish Tacos are an experi-
ence to enjoy. The owners say their goal is to preserve the
unique flavors of the Gulf Coast. Go fresh. Go native. Specialty
desserts top off expertly prepared meals. Seating is informal.
Art gallery setting with local artists displaying whimsical works.

45 Via de Luna. Downtown Pensacola Beach. 934-4848.

SANDSHAKER LOUNGE
The " World Famous Sandshaker"- a Pensacola Beach Tra-

dition since 1973. It’s the Home of the Original Bushwacker and
has been selling this signature drink for over 30 years. The Shaker
was the 1st bar on the Beach to offer this tasty frozen concoc-
tion. Live Music Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun. Karaoke Tuesday
Iguana Grill open Wednesday-Sunday

     Across from the Boardwalk on Pensacola Beach.  Open
10 am until 3am. 850-932-2211.  www.sandshaker.com for photo
gallery  and event schedule.

PARADISE BAR AND GRILL
A little bit of paradise at this open air, island style bar with

its own private white sand beach. Pull up a rattan stool. Cold
beer. Live Music. Exotic Libations. Friendly locals. Lunch and
Dinner  everyday. Cuban sandwiches. Black and Blue Burgers.
Happy Hour 11-7. Live Bands. Poker on Monday and Wednes-
day.

Tucked away in the parking lot of the Paradise Inn, it’s
directly on Santa Rosa Sound. Boat and Bicycle parking. Open
7 days. 850-916-5087.

PEGLEG PETE’S
Ahoy,  Matey.  You’ve found a Pensacola Beach treasure.

Pirates welcome. Fresh Gulf seafood served in the galley or
outside on the awning covered deck. Glass front bar overlooks
LaFitte Cove. All kinds of oysters. Live lobster.  Gumbo.  Dinner
specials nightly.  Sizeable sandwiches and burgers for Land-
lubbers. Take home a t-shirt.

Look for the Jolly Rogers flying over the west end of the
Island at 1010 Fort Pickens Road. We’re here everyday at 11.
932-4139. www.peglegpetes.com

FLOUNDER’S CHOWDER HOUSE
Step back in time and enjoy Flounder’s antique collection.

Step into now and enjoy Flounder’s top rated seafood. Indoor
and outdoor dining. Even a beach playground for the kids. Beach
Bar ‘neath the moon and stars - Diesel Fuel in a commemorative
mason jar. Bilgewater Margaritas. Gift shop. Fred Flounder,
founder.

Located at the traffic light on Pensacola Beach. Next to the
55 ft. shrimp boat. Open everyday. 850-932-2003.
www.flounderschowderhouse.com

CRABS - WE GOT ‘EM
Go crabbing on the Gulf of Mexico, at Crabs, We Got ‘Em -

Alaskan Snow, Dungeness and King Crabs are all on the exten-
sive seafood menu. Sip and sit at the live aquarium bar or at the
upstairs, outdoor Gulfside deck. Oysters and Wings are thirty-
five cents from 4 to 6, Monday through Friday. No reservations,
come as you are.

At the traffic light -find the red roof and the twinkling lights
on Casino Beach and you’re in Crab Heaven.  Open everyday.
850-932-0700. www.crabswegotem.com

MCGUIRE’S IRISH PUB
Even a bragging Irishman can’t do justice to McGuire’s

where the atmosphere is an authentic turn-of-the-century pub.
McGuire’s has been named one of America’s great steakhouses,
and is world famous for its culinary artistry.  Dollar bills on the
walls, a moose to kiss and employees who give a damn! Try an
Irish Wake or Senate Bean Soup.

Open at 11 a.m. everyday. Easy drive to 600 East Gregory
Street in Pensacola. 850-433-6789 www.mcguiresirishpub.com

Own the lifestyle 850.916.5050
RESORTREALTYLIFE.COM

Professionals Selling the Florida Lifestyle
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  850-934-8138                                            Gulf Breeze
 www.viglionemd.com                         103 Nightingale Lane

Get Well • Feel Good • Look Great

• Women’s Health
• Chronic Illness
• Hormone Replacement
• Anti-Aging

• New Patients Welcome
• Medicare & Tricare
• Close to the Beach
• Call for Appointment

Integrating traditional health management with natural and alternative approaches

Tracey Pinkston, M.D.

Linda Taylor Murphy
is back
on the
Beach

at
Cook

Realty

cell:  850-748-0865
office: 850-934-3233

LindaMurphyRealtor@bellsouth.net

Now’s the time to make a
real estate purchase.

Call today!

January 14, 2009

850.916.5050

Q: Should I use Beta software
on my computer?

A:  Beta software is a term
used by software developers.  In
the software development process,
the "alpha" phase is when the gen-
eral features and functions of the
software have been tested.   The
"beta" phase means that the soft-
ware is almost ready to be released,
in its final form, to the general pub-
lic.  The key word here is "almost."
When you see new software that
is labeled "beta," you should be
aware that, by using it, you are
agreeing to participate in the final
testing of the software.

By agreeing to download and
install software, such as the new
Internet Explorer 8 Beta, you are
also agreeing not to hold the soft-

ware vendor at fault if it does bad
things to your computer, such as
crashing it or causing data to be
lost.  The vendor also wants you
to help them by reporting problems
that you discover, in addition to
recommendations that you have.

Beta testing may last for many
weeks or months.  If you like being
on the leading edge of change, beta
software might be the thing for you.
If you like keeping your computer
the way it is, let someone else deal
with the beta testing.   By waiting,
you should be getting a more
stable product when you install it,
even though it sometimes feels like
Microsoft's Windows Vista is still
in the beta testing phase.

For questions, contact Joe at
joe@ycpals.com or at 206-3156.

RESORTREALTYLIFE.COM
By  Joe Stukey, Your Computer Pal

Bytes and BitsBytes and BitsBytes and BitsBytes and BitsBytes and Bits

850-206-3156
Joe Stukey

Computer Repair in Your Home

www.ycpals.com
joe@ycpals.com

Photo, left: Winners of the Island Times Style Award at the January 1 Polar Bear Plunge at Paradise Bar were: (L to R)
Chelsea Ready, Anna Reynolds, Sarah Morgan and Beach native Eleni Weisnicht. They were Butterflies emerging into
the New Year. Photo, right: Starting a fresh year with white dresses were Santa Rosa County girls (L to R): Velda
Overby, Sheryl Lendo, Tammy Siegwarth, and Wendy Ledger who were runners-up for stylish costumes.

Photo, left:  January 1 Polar Bear Plunge at Paradise Bar attracted visitors from as far away as Germany. Plunging
were: (L to R) Brian Daugherty, Atlanta; Jana Daugherty, Germany; Marcia Hoven, Pensacola Beach; Lance Brannan,
Willie McLeod, and sixteen-year-old Jeremy McLeod, all from Biloxi. Photo, right: Too Tough To Be Cold was this
group’s motto. Showing off are (L to R): Megan Cotti, Jeff Bachman, Indiana; Bridget and Josie Cotti, Gulf Breeze.

BusinessBuzz
Passport To Santa’s Island

Two thousand passports were
created for travelers to participate
in the Pensacola Beach Chamber
of Commerce’s month long promo-
tion. Two lucky passport holders
were chosen as winners of the
grand prize baskets which were
filled with weekend stays at Beach
hotels and food and drink gift cer-
tificates. Names were drawn the
first day of January. Winners were
Chrissy Cook and Ed Whiteley.
Wanna Play?

If you are curious about the
new Florida Lottery Powerball
game, stop in at Surf Side Food
Store on Via de Luna and get a
ticket. Drawings are on Wednes-
day and Saturday.
Wine Tastings

Carol promises a divine expe-
rience at D’Vine Wine Bar. Free
wine tastings on Thursday nights
from 5 to 7 p.m. An overstuffed
chair is waiting for you. Located
inside of Geronimo’s Outpost.
Chamber Chatter

Pensacola Beach Chamber
will kick off its new year with a
members meeting Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27 at 8:30 a.m.  The Business

After Hours will be hosted by The
Hilton at 5:30 p.m. the same day.
Shine Your Ride

The Gulf Coast Chapter of the
American Bikers Aimed Toward
Education will host their second
Pensacola Beach Bike and Car
Show in the Visitor’s Information
Center parking lot, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14. Registration is at 10 a.m.
Shakin Up A Good Time

The Sandshaker Lounge is
Mardi Gras central for the next sixty
days. Junkanoo Chili Cook Off is
January 17 at  noon followed by
the Krewe of Nereids Moon Pie
Party Friday,  January 23. The
Junkanoo serve up some spicy
Beach style Cajun food January 25.
And, that’s just January. The fun
continues until Fat Tuesday’s
Krewe of Coma coronation on Feb-
ruary 24.
A Voice For The Beach

Business owners and beach
residents are invited to join the
Pensacola Beach Advocates. Ap-
plications and information is eas-
ily accessed at www.
pbadvocates.org. Taxes, develop-
ment and environmental issues are
all hot topics. Dues are $30 per
business or family.
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Arbor Day is celebrated in Florida on Friday, January 16.
If your green thumb turned brown attempting to grow plants in the sand, try one of these hardy plants chosen by a jury of distinguished horticulturists

as Florida Plants of the Year:  Pineapple guava • Perennial peanut (Arachis glabrata) •  Autumn fern (Dryopteris erythrosora) • The firebush, also
known as hummingbird bush and scarlet bush, (Hamelia patens) • Silver saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) • Winged elm (Ulmus alata).

Sabal Palm is the State Tree of Florida. Celebrate Arbor Day and green up the Earth.

Knock Knock!
Who's there?
Little old lady.
Little old lady who?
Wow! I didn't know you could yodel.
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native cafe

45 A Via de Luna • 934-4848

Breakfast
Lunch & Dinner

Open at 7:30 am
Wed-Mon

Closed Tues

owned & operated by friendly natives!

Natives say
our Fish
Tacos
are the best

OUR GOAL IS TO PRESERVE THE UNIQUE FLAVORS

OF THE GULF COAST. GET FRESH. GO NATIVE.

January 14, 2009

Sit.  Sip.  Stay.

24 Via de Luna
Pensacola Beach
850-932-6000

LOCALS WELCOME

located at

Gulf Views from our Tiki Bar

familiar name, friendly faces,
frosty libations

Call now
and be our
guest!

Blue Sky Gift Shoppe

3479 Gulf Breeze Pkwy • 932-7100
Tiger Plaza • Next to Sonic

M-F 10-6•Sat 9-6

Baby & Birthday
Cupboard & Kitchen
Mermaids & Nautical

Festive Glassware
Beach Home Decor
Fleur de Lis

Gift
Wrap

Gifts fit for a Queen!
Valentine’s Day Feb. 14
Mardi Gras Feb. 24

 T h e LIZZARD’S TONGUE
by E.K. Hewson

About a month ago, I found
my neighbor sobbing while walk-
ing down her driveway to retrieve
her morning newspaper. Huge tears
were rolling down her cheeks. I
thought maybe she was hurt or
worse. Or possibly one of her girls
was terribly sick. No, the constant
flow of saltwater through swollen
eyes was the result of her husband
definitively saying that she could
not keep the stray cat. The very
frightened feline who didn’t know
enough to come in out of ice cold
rain and wind, and who had
jumped into her rolled down car
window the night before as she was
trying to shoo her out of the middle
of the road,  was now just a few
hours from being sent to the local
shelter. Well, I knew just what to
do. Take the cat, of course.

I crept back into the house and
upstairs to where my husband, the
Colonel, was trying to sleep. Softly
I whispered in his ear, “Sweets,
Harry really wants a cat and it’s
been more than a year since Charlie
(our beloved mutt) died, can we get
one?”

Somewhere between a snore
and a toss and turn, I received my
answer, “Sure!” Nothing like a man
who values his morning rest be-
cause he knew one of my soap box
lectures was coming and sleeping
through it would not be an option.

I called my neighbor and told
her the good news and asked if she
could keep the cat until the local
pet store opened. I wasn’t about to
bring a stray cat into my house
without making my home feline
friendly. Canine chic I could have
come up with on a moment’s no-
tice, but not so for this finicky paw
licking fur ball. We figured out she
was a girl and Harry named her
“Sparky.”

Eventually the Colonel came
downstairs, looked at his squadron
of two and wanted to know why
we were still in our pajamas when
the pet store opened shortly. He
was now on a mission.

As we drove to the store he
outlined the standard operating
procedures, on how Sparky would
be cared for. First and foremost,

nothing fancy. Our list consisted of
nothing more than a bag of dry
food, a litter box, cat litter and a
collar. Harry and I agreed as I
winked at him over the passenger
car seat. The Colonel, of course,
caught me and said, “I saw that.”

Again he reminded us Sparky
was just a cat and she should be
grateful he was half asleep or she’d
be on her way to the shelter.

When we arrived at the store,
Harry and I grabbed a small hand
cart. The Colonel went for a shop-
ping basket. Secretly, I knew this
was a good sign. Harry wanted to
pick out Sparky’s collar first and
he chose pink camouflage. He may
only be 11, but he knows how to
win over his dad. I grabbed the dry
food and when I turned around I
could not find the Colonel. I was
sure he was off in the dog section,
but when he returned his shopping
basket was filled to the rim with a
very most high tech litter box and
filler on the market, a hot pink
scooper with a gold heart that says
“Cats Rule,” toys and treats. So
much for nothing fancy.

Since then Sparky, the world’s
fattest cat, has become a true mem-
ber of the Hewson family. She is
definitely Harry’s cat. She sleeps
with him and cries outside his bed-
room door when he’s at school. If
he is missing a sock, I know to look
in her downstairs perch because
that where she takes them. And
typical to cats, Sparky sort of tol-
erates the Colonel because she
knows he is the one who reads ar-
ticles from “The Washington Post”
by veterinarian, Dr. Michael Fox,
which has lead to her eating only
organic moist cat food. She also
gets puffed up when the Colonel
retells the story of her trying to turn
on the sink faucet when her water
bowl was empty. Plus he built her
a scratching post. As for me, the
one who dared to wake the sleep-
ing beast in order to save her furry
bottom, the one who feeds her and
cleans out her litter box, the one
who pets her every day, she ignores
me. Maybe it serves me right. I
probably should have let the Colo-
nel sleep in. Until next time…

Mostly Nuts By Candy Segar& Bolts

My husband Ralph and I
bought seven acres of land about
three and a half years ago. We had
the property surveyed before we
purchased it, but we never com-
pletely walked the perimeter of the
property. This was really strange
considering the fact that we are
both electrical engineers. I guess
if we were civil engineers, we
would have been out with the sur-
veying crew.

For the last few years I have
mowed the lawn and wondered as
I traveled on the lawn mower, who
owned the land next to us. There
are two fences with an opening in
between, and this particular area
fascinated me. I almost ventured
onto this "unknown property," but
backed off because I didn't want
to trespass. Of course, I might have
missed an opportunity to meet our
neighbors by not doing a little ex-
ploring.

During the Christmas holi-
days, Ralph and I did the unthink-
able. We walked the entire perim-
eter of the acreage following our
survey and the pink fluorescent
flags still waving from the posts

they were tied to. Boy was I in for
a shock. The unknown property
belonged to us. Essentially we
were the neighbors, and this par-
cel held wonder-
ful surprises for
us.

It included
beautiful views
of surrounding
areas and the
piece de resis-
tance - a Tree
House! That
took me back to
my childhood.
My dad built a
tree house for
me when I was a
little girl. There
was no compari-
son between the
two tree houses.
The one I had
was a true house, securely
nestled in the large oak tree. My
dad was a civil engineer - need I
say more? Our newly discovered
tree house looks more like a gath-
ering place for friends in a tree. It
has no walls or roof, so no civil en-

Proper Engineering Necessary Even For Tree Houses

The Tree House on our property in Tennessee will
soon be remodeled and restored to resemble the tree
house of my childhood.

gineer built it.
I plan on preserving this tree

house for posterity, but I will en-
list the help of my brother-in-law,

Randy, who is the contractor in our
family. He knows structure and he
knows concrete. We will get the
structure shored up and looking
like a real tree house. Once again,
need I say more?
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Call
Dennis Remesch

850-384-7607
www.denrem.com

denrem@denrem.com

Ready To
Buy?

Pensacola Beach
1682 CALLE BONITA 3/2.5 Townhome. Gulf Views from

patio & balcony.  Great investment at this
price. $350,000

Gulf Breeze
831 BAYCLIFFS DR 4/3.5 Contemporary with pool in Gulf

Breeze Proper. Charming home in excel
lent location. $579,900

3258 LAUREL DR 3/3 with views of Santa Rosa Sound.
Lovely home on pilings. Downstairs
apartment,  2 car garage. $234,900

See additional listings at
www. denrem.com

Happy Hour  12 to 7 PM

49 Via de Luna
916-9808

Authentic Irish Pub
Live Music

Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun
Texas Hold ‘Em

Tues, Thurs, Sat, Sun

PaddyOLearysIrishPub.com

January 14, 2009

readin’ the water
by Saltwater Rick

FOR RESULTS
Island Times

Info
850-324-2667

Downtown
Pensacola Beach

Weekly Schedule

Dealing starts at 7 PM
EXCEPT SATURDAY AT 4 PM

Monday: Sandshaker

Tuesday: Paddy O’Leary’s

Thursday: Paddy O’Leary’s

Saturday: Paddy O’Leary’s

Sunday: Paddy O’Leary’s

Te xa s  Ho ld  ‘ Em 4444  Fun
Poker  Ho t l i n e   324 -2667

Phil Tracy is the King of the
Island wearing a Texas Hold 'Em
4444 Fun crown for the most wins
in December which capped off his
2008 run for the Player of the Year
title. Phil accumulated 47 wins last
year. He is the official Texas Hold
'Em 4444 Fun Champion. Trace
Lewis captured 24 first place titles
and Fran Cox visited the winner's
circle 17 times over the past twelve
months. Lady poker players took
home top spots, too. Leading the
pack are Billie Urquhart with 9 wins
and Michelle Bourgeois with 7
wins.

“We had a great year at Texas
Hold 'Em 4444 Fun and look for-
ward to new faces and continued
friendships as part of our poker
playin' family,” said Rick
Uzdevenes, poker promoter. “Re-
member everyone is welcome to
join us.”

The results are as follows:
Paddy O'Leary's
December 20

1. Fran Cox
2. Richard Butler
3. Billie Urquhart

December 21
1. Toots Humprey
2. Todd Lentini

December 25
1. Skateboard Chellberg
2. Kevin Reininger
3. Kim Duell
4. Alicea Townsend

December 27
1. Allan Campbell
2. Kim Duell
3. Jenny Doherty

December 28
1. Col. Phil Tracy
2. Diamond Donnie Beall

December 30
1.Stonewall Justin Scher
2. Steve Henderson

January 1
1. Larry Gers
2. Jenny Doherty

January 3
1. Billie Urquhart
2. Justin Scher

January 4
1. Big Todd Lentini
2.  Josh Nichols

January 6

1. Toots Humphrey
2. John L. Choate

Sandshaker Lounge
December 22

1. Alicea Townsend
2. Mike Holcomb
3. Jonathan Grooms

December 29
1. Phil Tracy
2. Trace Lewis

January 5
1. John L. Choate, Esq
2. Diamond Donnie Beall

Texas Hold ‘Em 4444 Fun
games are open to anyone 21 and
older who has a basic knowledge
of the game. “We play for fun and
bragging rights,” said Uzdevenes.
“Stop in and try your luck some-
time.”

For more information call 850-
324-2667.

Tracy Captures Poker Championship Crown

THE CHAMP - Michael Tracy, left, congatulates his dad, Phil Tracy, after
his win on December 28 at the Texas Hold ‘Em game. Phil Tracy is the
Player of the Year and amassed 47 victories at weekly tournaments
on Pensacola Beach during 2008.

      The first
column of the new year brings pho-
tos from longtime Beach resident
Joanne Brooks. She and husband
Charlie photographed this eight
foot Mako shark which washed
ashore on December 30 on the
beach behind Santa Rosa Dunes.

After viewing the photo Rob-
ert Turpin, Escambia County Ma-
rine Resources, said, “It is defi-
nitely a mako shark. They are
mostly found far offshore, but
come close to the beaches in spring
and summer to feed on cobia, tar-
pon, and other fishes. They are
closely related to great white shark.
They are reportedly very good to
eat, but I don't eat sharks per my
agreement with the sharks: I don't
eat them; they don't eat me.”

It created quite a bit of excite-
ment and reminds us that we share
the water with all kinds of species.
Some toothier than others.

Do yourself a favor. Go fishing.
Joanne Brooks and her friend,
Jaws.

The  Mako Shark that washed up
from Santa Rosa Sound.



Island Times PAGE 15

CLASSIFIED ADS are $5 for 20 words. Additional words are 10 cents each. Send ad with check made payable to Shelley Ink, P.O. Box 844, Gulf Breeze, FL 32562.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PENSACOLA BEACH HOUSE -
3 Bedroom house. Furnished or
unfurnished. Monthly or Annual.
Completely remodeled. Quiet
neighborhood on Soundside. A
deal at $1000 per month. 850-450-
2030
____________________________
For Rent By Owner
By Owner Multiple Listing Svc
Beach Houses and Condos
Visit - www.BeachRealty.net
____________________________

Pensacola Beach Vacation Rent-
als. Call for the BEST RATES on
beachfront condos and beach
homes. BEST monthly rates, too!
Toll free 800-242-3224. Visit  online
jmevacations .com
___________________________

Open House - Is your investment
property providing the return you
seek? Are you happy with the oc-
cupancy, revenue and service? Or,
do you want more?  With South-
ern Resorts Vacation Rentals, you
can EXPECT MORE. Stop by our
open houses every Saturday 9-
11am through February and see
how we can work for you. 888-876-
2996 www.SouthernResorts.com
___________________________

Gulf Breeze Proper - 3 Bedroom/
2 bath house. 2 car garage. Large
fenced backyard. Unfurnished or
furnished available. Quiet neigh-
borhood in heart of Gulf Breeze
Proper. A deal at $900 per month.
850-602-8045.

Real Estate For RentReal Estate For Sale

FOR SALE BY OWNER
By Owner Multiple Listing Svc
Beach Houses and Condos
Visit - www.BeachRealty.net
____________________________

ONLY 14 PAYMENTS LEFT. Make
one and move in. Call 850-682-
3344.
____________________________

OWN YOUR OWN LAND or have
family land? Call Clayton Homes,
0% down, all credit OK. 850-682-
3344
___________________________

2008 BLOW OUT! Must sell all dis-
counted homes, used homes, and
foreclosure homes. Call Clayton
Homes for information, 850-682-
3344
___________________________

WATERFRONT GULF BREEZE
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.  350 feet
on East Bay. Swimming pool. Con-
crete Construction. $675,000 Call
Jeremy Johnson, Broker/Associ-
ate Island Realty, 850-377-3145.

100% All New King Pillowtop
set in plastic with warranty.
$200. 850-471-0330
___________________________

Brand Name Pillowtop Set.
Queen. New, in plastic, warranty,
$169. Delivery available. 850-
255-3050
_________________________

Did you resolve to LOSE
WEIGHT, BE HEALTHIER?
Start with proper sleep. Hungar-
ian Goose Down products.
Luxury European Bedding. Visit
us online at www.
pandoradebalthazar.com
__________________________

A Brand New Mattress Set. Full
size in plastic with warranty.
$119. Can Deliver. 850-471-
0330
_________________________

For Sale

. . . . Island Times, in your mailbox, every other week!
extra extra -read all about IT

January 14, 2009

Send a check for $32 made
payable to Shelley Ink
Mail to: PO Box 844, Gulf
Breeze, Florida 32562-0844 NAME:________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

CITY: _________________STATE: _______  ZIP:  ___________________

BeachCalendar.com
N. Gulf Coast Events Calendar
View & Submit Events Online
Visit - www.BeachCalendar.com
__________________________

Krewe of Kids Sign Up Meeting,
Jan. 24, 2 p.m. Tiki Island

Events
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VOTED BEST SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT!!

One of the many “Best of the Gulf Coast” awards won by Flounder’s in the News Journal’s polls.

Fried Shrimp • Great Steaks • Upstairs Beach View Dining
Living Reef Aquarium Bar • Outdoor Gulfside Deck

Alaskan Snow
Dungeness
King Crab

She Crab Soup
Maryland Crab Cakes

Look for the RED ROOF at the
traffic light on Pensacola Beach

January 14, 2009
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