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No decision 
yet on who is 
responsible for 
sewage spill

Pompano Beach – A hearing 
scheduled for this week to determine 
responsibility for an accident that 
dumped 52 gallons of raw sewage into 
C-1 Canal, in January, has once again 
been delayed, this time until May. 

Gail Custode, enforcement program 
coordinator at the county’s Envi-
ronmental and Consumer Protection 
Division, said all the parties are still in 
negotiation. The first hearing set for 
March 28 was also postponed.

See SPILL on page 15

Activists to city: stop killing cats; 
both sides now working together
By Michael d’Oliveira

PELICAN STAFF

Pompano Beach – At a meeting Wednesday to discuss the city’s feral cat 
euthanasia policy, city officials invited activists to come up with an alternative 
and present it to the city commission.

City Manager Greg Harrison, who attended the meeting which attracted a mix 
of about 25 activists and residents, said there needs to be a “balanced approach” 
that also takes into consideration residents who have experienced problems with 
feral cats.

At Tuesday’s commission meeting, resident Dawn Truax said she has expe-
rienced problems. She said she’s not a “cat hater” but wants the city to take 
action. 

“I’m constantly dealing with cat urine and feces in my boat. I’m not asking for 
euthanasia. I’m asking for something to be done.”

As she started talking, some audience members laughed and jeered. “They 
think this is funny. It’s not funny,” she responded. “It’s out of control.”

Those against the city’s current policy also spoke at the meeting following a 
protest along Atlantic Boulevard in front of city hall. About 40 people joined 

Protesters in front of city hall on Tuesday called for Pompano Beach offi cials to end the euthanasia 
policy with feral cats and adopt TNR [Trap, Neuter, Release] instead. [Staff]

See CAT POLICY on page 11

Little League 
doubleheader 
increase in 
players, fi nances
By Judy Wilson

PELICAN STAFF

Deerfield Beach – Two years ago, 
the Deerfield Beach Little League 
organization was in bad shape. It had 
$800 in the bank and 180 kids playing 
ball.

Today, the numbers and the partici-
pation are looking like a homerun.

“We started up this season with 
$5,000. I think when it’s over we will 

See LEAGUE on page 13

Assistant city 
manager resigns 
amid questions 
over use of city 
playing fi elds
By Judy Wilson

PELICAN STAFF

Deerfield Beach – Assistant City 
Manager Kara Petty resigned April 18 
amid controversy over a private soccer 
team’s use of city fields.

One of Petty’s responsibilities in 
the manager’s office was oversight of 
the parks and recreation department. 

See RESIGNS on page 28

See SOCIAL MEDIA on page 21

Social media 
an infl uence on 
Deerfi eld politics
He’s not a wife beater
Anne Geggis

PELICAN WRITER

Deerfield Beach – The first report 
of Deerfield Beach’s new interim city 
manager last week included the asser-
tion he was not, in fact, a wife beater 
– in spite of an emailed allegation that 
was sent and then published on a news 
blog and a Facebook page.

Interim City Manager David Santuc-
ci, 41, has the same name as someone 
whose wife got a restraining order 
against him in 1996, according to Bro-
ward County court records. Santucci, 
however, was 18 years old then — 
nine years before he got married.

But that didn’t stop someone posting 
as “Howard Levy” from broadcasting 
the allegation on the Facebook page 
“Deerfield Beach Politics,” with a link 
to the blog, “Deerfield Beach News.”

Santucci said the emailed allegation 
arrived just two hours after his 
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By Judy Vik
PELICAN STAFF

Pompano Beach – The 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency board on April 16 
unanimously rejected a pro-
posed offer by Popeyes fast 
food restaurant to purchase 
two vacant CRA-owned lots.

The CRA purchased the lots 
for $700,000 in 2006. Popey-
es was offering $307,801, and 
CRA staff recommended the 
sale.

The lots are at the southeast 
corner of Northwest 31 Ave-
nue and Northwest 2 Street.

The applicant, NW 31 
Avenue, LLC [also known 
as Popeyes], proposed using 
a portion of the lots abutting 
NW 31 Avenue to construct 
easy access to the restaurant.

Earlier, the applicant had 
proposed an early learning 
center at the site. 

The Northwest CRA Advi-
sory Committee recommend-
ed approval of that proposal 
in February. The request 
was tabled at an earlier CRA 
Board meeting to get input 
from the Collier City Civic 
Association.

Members of the association 
objected to another daycare 
center in the area, and Popey-
es agents withdrew that offer 
but still wanted to purchase 
the property at $6.15 a square 

CRA members decline Popeyes off er to buy two lots in Collier City
foot.

In the latest application, 
Popeyes didn’t spell out what 
the use would be.

Nguyen Tran, CRA director, 
said the next step would be 
a development agreement. 
“Then they could spell out the 
uses, for example, a grocery 
store, and we can spell out 
what we don’t want at the 
site.” 

Richard Berrie, architect for 
the applicant, said Popeyes 
owns two other properties 
near these lots. 

“With these larger parcels, 
they could entertain better 
use. They’re looking to ex-
pand parking and have people 
be able to make a left turn on 
NW 2 Street.

After meeting with Collier 
City residents, Berrie said, 
“We agreed to take the learn-
ing center off the table. Any 
future plan will require CRA 
approval.”

“You shouldn’t sell this 
property without knowing 
what’s going in there,” said 
Phyllis Smith, president of the 
Collier City Civic Associa-
tion. “Popeyes is not friendly 
to the community. You can’t 
even get a free cup of ice from 
Popeyes. We’re giving them 
property to build a street.”

“We paid $700,000 for these 
lots, and we’re willing to give 
them away?” asked board 

member Barry Moss. “I agree 
with Ms. Smith. Selling the 
land at [the proposed] price, 
that’s a sweetheart deal when 
we have no idea what they’re 
planning to do with it. Land 
in this part of the city will 
become a lot more valuable. 
$307,000 is a bit of a stretch 
that seems a little like a sweet-
heart deal if I had a suspicious 
mind, which I don’t.”

Moss said, “I can’t support 
this.”

Moss asked Tran if there 
was a desperate need to sell 
these lots.

Tran responded that the 
Northwest advisory commit-
tee was asking where more 
funds could be found for 
improvements to Annie Gillis 
Park.

“This is a bad deal if you’re 
selling it for $307,000. The 

potential value of this land 
is great. This almost doesn’t 
pass the smell test,” said 
Moss.

Board member Beverly 
Perkins said she agreed with 
Moss. “We need to consider 
the value of the land, and I’m 
concerned with development 
so close to residences.”

Board member Rhonda 
Eaton asked why the CRA 
bought this property in the 
first place. “Access is pathet-
ic. Who owns the road?”

Tran said he didn’t know 
why the CRA purchased the 
property. It was bought before 
his time with the CRA. The 
land is zoned B-3 or commer-
cial.

McGee said she agreed 
with Moss about not using 
the assessed value to gauge 
the price. “This price doesn’t 

make sense. If we don’t need 
it [the funds], it doesn’t make 
sense to give it away.”

“We have talked for years 
about making 31 Avenue 
more welcoming into the city. 
Now we’re selling something 
that’s more valuable than the 
sales price reflects,” Moss 
said. “I don’t blame Popeyes. 
If I could buy this at a fire 
sale, I would, too. This neigh-
borhood will change when a 
sports complex goes in across 
the street.”

Moss said he doesn’t object 
to selling the property at a re-
duced price if they come back 
with something that would 
serve the community. We need 
to hold onto it.”

“It’s way too cheap,” board 
chair Rex Hardin said. “I’m 
voting no.” The rest of the 
board joined him.
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City looks to tourism council for assistance with reef funding
By Judy Wilson

PELICAN STAFF

Deerfield Beach – An arti-
ficial reef designed to attract 
snorkelers to this city may 
finally be coming to fruition. 
Last week, the commission 
approved a contractor to 
place 870 tons of limestone 
boulders in four to six feet of 
water south of the fishing pier. 

The boulders will be placed 
to spell “DFB” and the con-
tract with Pac Com outlines 
the cost of placing one to 
three of the boulder mounds. 
That price ranges from 
$158,000 to $356,000. 

The city has obtained a 
$30,000 Florida Sea Grant 

and will transfer $104,000 in 
unused salary funds from the 
city’s fleet division. Addi-
tional funds are being sought 
from the Tourist Development 
Council.

Vice Mayor Todd Drosky 
said County Commissioner 
Lamar Fisher has been aiding 
the city’s effort to obtain 
county funding and Drosky 
said he will be seeking 
$150,000 from the council.

The project was first pro-
posed in 2010 after a study 
showed a near shore reef here 
would be feasible, but final 
permits were granted just late 
last year. In July, the Florida 
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection gave its okay, 

and shortly later, the Army 
Corps of Engineers signed the 
paperwork.

The boulders will be placed 
in 50 by 50 clusters – one 
letter to each, brought in by 
barge and lowered to the sea-
bed by crane. Four sea buoys 
will mark the site.

Resident Glenn Sullivan 
questioned whether the forma-
tion would withstand a severe 
storm and Chad Grecsek, 
director of sustainable man-
agement, said the Army Corps 
has given the city assurances 
it will.
Interim city manager 
gets pay raise

Deerfield Beach – Interim 
City Manager David Santucci 

can expect a raise that will 
put him at the top of the city’s 
salary range.

Commissioners last week 
directed Assistant City Attor-
ney Anthony Soroka to draw 
up a contract upping Santuc-
ci’s salary by 10 to 15 percent. 
“Whatever puts him highest,” 
Mayor Bill Ganz said. 

Santucci, who had served as 
assistant city manager since 
2016, asked that he be al-
lowed to return to that posi-
tion if a new city manager is 
hired. Commissioners agreed.

Commissioner Ben Pres-
ton pointed out that the city 
could not dictate to a new city 
manager that Santucci retain 
his old job. “That may not be 

agreeable to a new city man-
ager,” he said. 

Mayor Ganz said, “Change 
is always a risk. This is not a 
guarantee . . . more like that 
he can go back [to his old job] 
but whether he would be kept 
on, we don’t know.”

Santucci also said a city 
vehicle need not be included 
in his new contract.

Soroka is expected to pres-
ent the contract to the com-
mission in May.

New bus, 
new routes 
for Pelican 
Hopper
By Judy Vik

PELICAN STAFF 

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea – 
This town soon will be getting 
a new $150,000 Pelican Hop-
per bus, paid for with funds 
from the penny surtax.  

The town’s current agree-
ment with Broward County 
Transit [BCT] expires Sept. 
30 and BCT has asked about 
changes to the Pelican Hopper 
operation.

“We’re recommending the 
commission request that BCT 
reimburse the town for the 
shuttle’s ancillary expenses, 

See HOPPER on page 20
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By Michael d’Oliveira
PELICAN STAFF

Pompano Beach – Despite 
advice to seek new proposals 
for a planned co-working 
space, city officials will keep 
negotiating with Digital 
Grass.

In October of 2018, the 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency [CRA] issued a 
request for proposals [RFP] 
to find a manager/operator 
for the 3,300 square foot 
co-working space at City 
Vista, 501 Martin Luther King 
Blvd. 

A co-working space is an 
office location that can be 
rented by multiple companies. 
The space would include 
desks, a conference room and 
internet access. 

Regardless of who manages 
the space, a membership fee 
would be charged. The cost of 
that fee will be determined at 

Digital Grass negotiating to manage co-working space at City Vista
a later date.

Digital Grass Innovation & 
Technology Group was the 
only firm to respond to the 
RFP.  

The CRA Board, which is 
comprised of city commis-
sion members, voted to direct 
staff to negotiate with Digital 
Grass at its Jan. 15 meeting.

But at the board meeting 
on April 16, CRA Attorney 
Claudia McKenna said the 
CRA should issue a new RFP 
for the co-working space.

According to McKenna, 
Digital Grass is offering 
services and programs that 
exceed the parameters of the 
bid. In the interest of fairness, 
she said other firms should 
be given the opportunity to 
respond again. 

But what Digital Grass 
CEO Michael Hall present-
ed was his proposed budget 
of $210,000 which includes 
$50,000 for management; 

$75,000 for a program di-
rector; $50,000 for an events 
coordinator/office manager; 
$35,000 for public relations 
and community outreach; 
$10,000 for office/miscella-
neous supplies and $5,000 
for software/marketing/social 
media.

Hall referred to those fig-
ures as his operations budget; 
McKenna saw it as exceeding 
the CRA budget.

She said the proposal ex-
ceeds the $50,000 budgeted 
by the CRA and other firms 
may have declined to bid 
because they didn’t think they 
could go beyond the scope of 
the RFP.

“That’s what we put out on 
the street. If we’re going to 
change that, find out if people 
will respond to a different 
business model . . . Withdraw 
this one and go back to the 
drawing board,” said 
McKenna.

A vote to withdraw the RFP 
ended in failure with a 3-3 tie. 
Vice Chairperson Barry Moss 
and board members Rhonda 
Eaton and Tom McMahon 
voted to withdraw. 

Moss said it would be irre-
sponsible to ignore McKen-
na’s advice.

Eaton said CRAs “are con-
stantly scrutinized” and said 
she voted to withdraw for that 
reason. “I don’t want to see 
our CRA put in jeopardy.”

Last week, Hall said McK-
enna’s claims are full of 
“falsehoods” and “direct lies” 
and that the integrity of his 
company was being “ques-
tioned.”

He stated his company 
did not exceed the RFP and 

only responded to what was 
requested in it.

In its RFP, the CRA stated, 
“The operator should provide 
basic support services includ-
ing IT, facility maintenance, 
administrative, and security. 
The operator should also 
develop programs that support 
entrepreneurs with men-
torships, social networking 
events, and financial and legal 
advice.”

Digital Grass’ proposal 
includes plans for networking 
and social programing and 
symposiums and workshops 
on various business, market-
ing and financial topics.

In January, Hall said his 

68th National Day of Prayer 
Deerfield Beach – Members of the community are invited to 

pray together on Thursday, May 2 to observe the 68th Annual 
National Day of Prayer. This year’s theme is“ Pray for America 
– Love One Another” and is based on John 13:34, “Love one 
another. Just as I have loved you.” The observance is at city 
hall in the commission chambers, 150 NE 2 Ave., from noon 
to 1 p.m. Congress established the National Day of Prayer in 
1952. For more information, call 954-480-4361.

See CO-WORKING on page 15
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WID, Light of the World 
chosen for CDBG funding
By Judy Vik

PELICAN STAFF

Oakland Park – Commissioners will apply for Communi-
ty Development Block Grants [CDBG] totaling $189,000 for 
the year 2020; the funds to be allocated to Women in Distress 
[WID], Light of the World Clinic and to improve Northeast 11 
Avenue.

The two non-profits will share $30,000 of the grant money; 
the remainder will go for sidewalks and Americans with Dis-
abilities Act improvements on the avenue.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
funds the CDBG program. Cities qualify based on a low/mod-
erate income population.

Three agencies applied for the $30,000 in funding for 
non-profits. Besides the two highest ranked by the city’s con-
sultants, a third applicant was World AIDS Museum.

Before the vote, commissioners heard from representatives of 
all three agencies.

Richard McDuffie, said Women in Distress is the largest 
domestic violence agency in the state. They provided services 
to 119 Oakland Park residents in the past year, including 721 
nights of emergency shelter. In 51 percent of the cases, services 
were for children.

Sandy Lozano, executive director of Light of the World Clin-
ic, now in its 30th year said, “The clinic provides free medical 

See CDBG on page 7 

By Katina Caraganis 
PELICAN STAFF

Wilton Manors – City 
officials here have spent over 
$12,000 in taxpayer dollars to 
try and impose a $150 fine on 
Challenge Fitness for operat-
ing without a business license.

City officials say the gym, 
located on The Pride Center’s 
campus at 2040 N. Dixie 
Hwy., has been the source of 
numerous noise complaints 
and is operating without a 
business tax receipt. 

In May of last year, a spe-
cial magistrate slapped a $150 
fine on Challenge Fitness for 
failing to get the business tax 
receipt. 

The company had until 
September of last year to clear 
up the issues or face fines of 
$250 per day. According to 
the city, the gym is appealing 
the $150 administrative fee. 
A message left with the gym’s 
staff was not returned in time 
for publication.

As a result of the appeal, 
City Attorney Kerry Ezrol has 
attended two hearings and the 
city is accruing steep attorney 
fees. More legal fees could 
be forthcoming if Ezrol has 
to go back into court for oral 
arguments. 

Ezrol stated he sent a letter 
to Robert Boo, executive 
director of the Pride Center, 
demanding the Pride Center 
repay the city’s legal fees but 

City spends $12,000 in legal fees to go 
after business operating without license

has not yet received a re-
sponse.

Earlier this month, Commis-
sioner Gary Resnick ques-
tioned the expense. 

“No code enforcement fines 
are being imposed, and the 
special magistrate doesn’t 
appear to be doing anything,” 
he said. “The question is why 
are we still defending this? 
They don’t have a leg to stand 
on.” He added that it doesn’t 
make sense to recoup $150 by 
spending thousands; the city 
has to “stop the bleeding” on 
the fees.

He also said there appears to 
be conflicting reports from the 
magistrate and city staff.

“The special magistrate is 
saying city staff is not giving 
him enough time to assess 
fines, but that is contradictory 
to what city staff is saying. 
This has been going on for-
ever.”

Commissioner Julie Carson 
agreed, saying she would also 
like to know the options for 
the commission. “I think we 
need to consider what is going 
on with the magistrate.”

City Manager Leigh Ann 
Henderson said she would 
research alternatives and bring 
them to Tuesday’s city com-
mission meeting.

But at the meeting, the issue 
didn’t come up until after 11 
p.m. and a new commission 
policy requires meetings end 
by 11:30 p.m. unless commis-

sioners vote to extend. Res-
nick said there wasn’t enough 
time to discuss the issue and 
the commission voted to table 
it until May.

Sal Torre, president of 
the Westside Association of 
Wilton Manors, said he’s 
glad the city is enforcing its 
business license requirements.

In his column, published 
this week in the South Florida 
Gay News, Torre wrote, 
“This taxpayer is absolutely 
fine with the continued legal 
expenses being incurred by 
the city. Turning a blind eye 
to this issue, allowing our 
laws and codes to become 
meaningless, and sacrificing 
the quality of life of the 
taxpaying neighbors who live 
next to this horrific neighbor 
is not an option for me.”
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Compost items accepted at 
community garden

Pompano Beach – The Patricia Davis Community Garden, 1089 NW 6 Ave., 
accepts compostable items. Items can be dropped off Mondays and Fridays from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Acceptable items include coffee grounds, banana peels and 
other non-cooked biodegradable items. Items not accepted include meat, cooked 
items and weeds. For more information, text 754-265-8511.

Letters

Motorists take heed; two full closures 
on A1A in Hillsboro Beach next week

Hillsboro Beach – The ongoing sewer installation project is creating a major 
change in the traffic patterns next week and the closure of A1A at town hall. 

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning, the road will be fully closed 
from 1085 to 1053 Hillsboro Mile. 

That stretch of A1A is occupied by single family homes. All homeowners 
have been notified and flagmen will be able to identify them. No one else will 
be allowed through. 

Persons living north of those addresses will have to travel north to Deerfield 
Beach; those living south will have to travel south to Pompano Beach.

The closure at town hall will begin at noon Wednesday, May 1. Only persons 
with business at town hall will be allowed to turn into the facility. All others will 
be turned back.

The construction began last September and will continue through this summer.
At the last town commission meeting earlier this month, Police Chief Tom 

Nagy reported motorists were using excuses to gain access to addresses within 
the construction zone. He has put on a police detail at the closure points during 
weekends.

Police Motorcycle Rodeo Rolls into 
its 30th year; hosted at Citi Centre 
today and Saturday

Jason Soldini

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Pompano Beach – The sight of numerous motorcycle police in and around 
Pompano Beach this week isn’t due to heightened security from a presidential 
visit. The Southeast Police Motorcycle Rodeo annual Seminar and Safety Trials 
is being held at the Macys Parking area of Pompano Citi Center, 1955 N Federal 
Hwy. 

The event stretches from Wednesday, April 24, through Saturday, April 27, 
and provides opportunity for training, a skills competition and fundraising. The 
only ticket you’ll get from these guys is an “admission ticket.” The public is 
welcome and encouraged to attend.

The 150 motormen participants come from all over Florida and even other 
states as far as Texas and Maryland and include 30 varying police agencies. 
Deputy Gary Fischer of BSO has participated in the event for each of the 30 
years. The riders spend the first few days learning, practicing and improving 
riding skills. On Saturday, the competition is an opportunity to demonstrate 
those impressive skills by earning points for each category and the rider with the 
most points receives the honorable title “Mr. Rodeo.”

Saturday evening concludes with a fundraiser banquet, which is primarily 
why the event was formed in 1989. The main purpose is to raise funds for the 
C.O.P.S. [Concerns Of Police Survivors]. C.O.P.S. is a national organization 
that serves to provide support for the families of fallen police officers, including 
financial, practical and emotional support through various programs.

Officer Chris Swinson of the Coral Springs Police Department, who serves 
as president of the Rodeo, expressed that he’s always felt strongly that ongoing 
support for those families is important but now that he is a father, it has really 
hit home. “If I don’t make it home one day, I want to know my 4-year-old is 
going to have the support needed to be okay.”

Funds raised also go to support other local charities such as the Boys and 
Girls Club, BSO Explorers program and Cody’s Angels cancer support charity.

Many sponsors come together to underwrite this event and give back to our 
often under appreciated law enforcement community. More information can be 
found on their website at southeastpolice.com. 

Some of this year’s offi cers [pictured above] are Chris Wilson [Fort Lauderdale PD], Darrell Seck-
endorf [Sarasota Sheriff], Gary Fisher [BSO], Chris Swinson [Coral Springs PD], Mike Pianelli 
[BSO] and Mike Davis [McKinny, Texas]. [Courtesy]

Resident not happy with decision 
to move McNab House to McNab 
Park, hopes city will preserve as 
much of the park as possible

Dear Editor;

I was not pleased with the results of last week’s Community Redevelopment 
Agency meeting and not with my own comment suggesting I’m okay with pre-
serving the McNab House.  

I perceived that audience comments heavily favored saving McNab Memorial 
Park. My sentiment, and I think sentiment of most people for preserving the 
park, was more to acquiesce or accept saving the house to accommodate as a 
compromise, and not in support of moving the house to the park.  

Other options were available and were apparently dismissed, and insistence 
against commercialization was apparently not negotiable.  

I’m in disbelief that any historical society would promote destroying a 70-year 
old memorial park dedicated in honor of a family member who served in WWII.

I perceive that when RMA and the CRA became involved, the mission became 
commercialization and pro-developers versus what is best for the citizens and 
those users of the park.  

Thursday evening, I attended our local civic association’s meeting at the park 
and kind of lamented in thinking that holding future meetings there may be 
short-lived. 

I ask that our commissioners and mayor consider this in future plans for the 
park versus things that will enhance the wealth of a few people at the expense 
of depriving regular people of an athletic park. I pray that you [the mayor and 
commissioners] will respect the late McNab family members and preserve this 
park in their memory and not allow it to be taken over for personal gain. 

Tim Golly,
Pompano Beach
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Have an event for our 
calendar?

Email
pelicancalendar@gmail.

com

By Judy Wilson
PELICAN STAFF

Deerfield Beach – Plans for 
a teen center at The Jim and 
Jan Moran Boys & Girls Club 
will move forward now that 
the commission has approved 
the site plan and vacated a 
road and utility easement.

Executive Director Brian 
Quail said design work will 
start next month on a project-
ed $1.2 million, 7,200 square 
foot addition to the club locat-
ed at 27 S. Dixie Highway.

At issue last week was 
the road right-of-way that 
runs between the club and 
First Zion Missionary Bap-
tist Church. Church leaders 
said they wanted a portion of 
that right-of-way in order to 
expand the dining area on the 
north side of their building.

Zion Pastor Theodus Times 
said his congregation does 
not want a road behind the 
church. 

“We’ve not been consid-
ered, not notified,” he said.

After two hours of public 
testimony as to the need for 

Jim and Jan Moran Teen Center moves forward
the services provided by the 
Boys & Girls Club, com-
missioners granted the road 
abandonment.

A woman from the audience 
clarified the topic when she 
said the commentators had 
“lost focus.” The issue was 
not about the Boys & Girls 
Club, she said, it was about 
the road.

Octavia McDougald, whose 
family owns land abutting the 
club, said using the right of 
way for access into the club 
could be dangerous for kids. 
“There’s very little room for a 
sidewalk,” she said. 

Quail said his organization 
made a “good faith effort” 
working with the McDougalds 
and five other absentee land 
owners to find another way 
into the club. 

He said discussions had 
been held for seven months. 
But in the end, “It just wasn’t 
feasible when the road was 
already there.

“We’ve co-existed really 
well and will continue to do 
that,” he said of the club’s 
relationship with the church. 

“We are using 10 feet of our 
own property to give them 
more of a buffer.”

Mayor Bill Ganz summed 
up the difficulty as having 
to negotiate with “multiple 
players.” 

The teen club will serve 
young people 13 to 18 years 
of age. At the Boys & Girls 
Club here, 300 teens are cur-
rently members. “Our biggest 
competition is gangs,” Quail 
said. “When we provide space 
[for teens], they remain more 
active in the club.”

The Deerfield Beach Teen 
Club will be the second one in 
Broward County. JM Family 
Enterprises is funding it.

Although ground won’t be 
broken for a while, the curric-
ulum for the teen center has 
been developed by survey-
ing 700 Boys & Girls Club 
members. What do they want? 
62 percent said lessons in how 
to get a job, 61 percent said a 
drug free, safe space and 54 
percent said how to manage 
money.

So, this center will in-
clude a tech lab, a culinary 
arts kitchen and a recording 
studio. Courses offered will 

be Money Matters, how to 
manage currency through 
college years to establishing a 
small business; Career Launch 
using career modules from 
the Broward County School 
System and “Bring on You’re 
‘A’ Game,” lessons in custom-
er service.

Quail said the Boys & Girl 
club has 25 community part-
ners that hire teens who have 
taken these courses. 

The culinary arts kitchen at 
North Lauderdale where the 
other teen center is located is 
creating jobs  for teens. What 
starts as a life skill course in 
nutrition and health has the 
potential for a certification 
that puts the kids on track for 
jobs that pay more than mini-
mum wage.

The Jim & Jan Moran Boys 
& Girls Club celebrated its 
20th year here earlier this 
month.

The Pelican
Call 954.783.8700 
for information on 

advertising.

care to the uninsured and 
access to 52 practitioners and 
16 specialists at one location, 
serving children to the elderly. 
“Through your partnership we 
can continue to do what we do 
best and provide underserved, 
uninsured people with care, 
“Lozano said. The $15,000 
will pay for a medical assis-
tant.

Dr. Raquel Lopes, exec-
utive director of the World 
AIDS Museum and Education 
Center in Wilton Manors said, 
“One of the largest groups 
contracting HIV today is our 
youth.” The agency is target-
ing schools in Oakland Park 
and providing educational 
programs. 

“They’re all extremely im-
portant, necessary and wor-
thy,” said Commissioner Tim 
Lonergan.

Since the World AIDS 
Museum had never received 
money  from the city, Loner-
gan said he would like to see 
them included in the funding. 
“I like to spread it around a 
bit,” he said.

“This rips my guts out,” 
Vice Mayor Matthew Sparks 
said, referring to having to 
choose two of the three ap-
plicants as recommended by 
the city’s consultants. “I will 
go with the first two [ranked], 
begrudgingly.”

Mayor Sara Guevrekian said 
it was important to go by the 
process and the consultant’s 
ranking “so this doesn’t have 
to be personal and subjective. 
I would not want to pit one 
against another.”

Commissioners voted 4-0 to 
support the city’s application 
to Broward County for the 
CDBG grant. Commissioner 
Jane Bolin recused herself 
because she is a board mem-
ber of one of the applying 
organizations.

CDBG
Continued from page 5
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Phyllis J. Neuberger wants 
your suggestions about people 
making a difference. Phyllis’ 
book, China Dahl, is available on 
Amazon.com. Send your recom-
mendations for this column to 
pelicanfrontdesk@gmail.com

Making a Diff erence

By Phyllis J. Neuberger
PELICAN STAFF

May 16 is a big night for 
Covenant House Florida. 

Neal Berg, composer/co-lyr-
icist, and award- winning 
entertainers, Rita Harvey and 
Richard Todd Adams, will 
perform under the stars at the 
Grateful Palate, 3003 N. 32 
Ave. in Fort Lauderdale. 

This annual signature 
fundraiser promises to be a 
spectacular evening where 
guests can enjoy cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres and beverages, 

Covenant House Florida seeks sponsors for annual 
fundraiser Broadway Under the Stars on May 16

silent auction and exciting 
raffles as they mingle with 
South Florida executives and 
philanthropists. Valet parking 
will be available.

While being serenaded, 
there will be stories of resil-
ience and hope from several 
young people who have 
overcome homelessness at 
Covenant House.

Rebecca D’Amica says, 
“We have several gener-
ous gold, silver and patron 
sponsors, but we’d like to 
have even more. We hope to 
raise $75,000 or more so that 
we can continue to provide 
housing, services and hope to 
young people who have expe-
rienced homelessness.

Sponsorships available are 

Gold, $5,000; Silver, $2,500; 
Bronze, $500; Patron, $500. 
Donations of any amount 
are also welcome. Individual 
tickets are $125.

For more information, 
contact Cassie Urbashick 
at 954-568-7916, Rebecca 
D’Amico at 954-568-7914 or 
visit covenanthousefl.org.
What does Covenant 
House Do?

Trained Covenant outreach 
counselors travel by foot, 
bicycle and van to areas 
where street kids congregate. 
They offer an introduction 
to Covenant House through 
informal dialogue that affirms 
each youth. 

They bring non-perishable 
food, clean clothing, hygiene 

items and first aid. They pro-
vide on the spot counseling 
for the youth’s problems, be it 
sexual abuse and exploitation, 
human trafficking, substance 
abuse, health and injury risk 
factors. 

They offer HIV testing, a 
pocket referral guide and map 
to Covenant House services, 
referrals to safe shelter, 
medical care or other services 
and transportation to the crisis 
shelter if it is available.

Covenant House Florida is 
located at 733 Breakers Ave. 
in Fort Lauderdale. 

For more information, email 
rdamico@covenanthousefl.
org or call 954-561-5559.

Neal Berg Rita Harvey Richard Todd Adams

Jobs open 
up for 2020 
Census
By Judy Vik

PELICAN STAFF

Oakland Park – In advance 
of the 2020 Census, the U.S. 
Census Bureau is recruiting 
thousands of people across 
the country including here in 
Broward County.

These positions provide 
opportunity to earn income at 
$17.50 per hour.

Results of the 2020 Census 
help determine each state’s 
representation in Congress, 
as well as how certain funds 
are spent for schools, hospi-
tals, roads and more. This is 
a chance to help ensure that 
everyone is counted.

To be eligible for a 2020 
Census job you must:

Be at least 18 years old.
Have a valid Social Security 

number.
Be a U.S. citizen.

See CENSUS on page 9

Annual Tree Giveaway this 
Saturday

Deerfield Beach – Each year, this city celebrates Earth 
Month with a series of events in honor of Earth and Arbor Day.

This year, the annual tree giveaway on Saturday, April 27 
concludes the month’s events.

A selection of native and non-native trees will be distributed 
free at the Central Campus. 401 SW 4 St., from 9 to 11 a.m.

Included will be Dahoon holly, thatch palm, longan, Hayden 
mango, Spanish stopper and golden shower.

Tree species are subject to availability and are not guaranteed. 
Participants will be required to provide proof of residency.

For more information, call 954-480-4210. For more 
information on the Earth Month series of activities, visit dfb.
city/earthmonth.

‘Dancing in the Street’ 
Oakland Park – The 3rd Annual Dancing in the Street is 

scheduled for Friday, April 26 from 6 to 10 p.m. near city hall, 
3650 NE 12 Ave. This free live music festival features multiple 
bands and performers along Main Street. 

Entertainment is scheduled from 6 to 10 p.m. on multiple 
stages set up throughout the city’s downtown Culinary Arts 
District. A “restaurant row” will offer eats and local Oakland 
Park businesses will host family-friendly activities. Some of 
the musical artists scheduled to perform include Mr. Nice Guy, 
Caribbean Waves, Rock Candy, and Sophia Anderson. 

Food court vendors will include: Garlic Knot, German Bread 
Haus, Lazo Empanadas, Leo’s Gourmet Frozen Treats, Lucky’s 
Market, Monster Subs, Sandy Sweet Bakery, The Whole Enchi-
lada. A “Kid Zone” will offer a variety of activities such as face 
painting, bead making, cookie decorating and displays by the 
Urban Farming Institute and Champions World Boxing. Visit 
oaklandparkfl.gov or more information.

Navy Band 
performs

Oakland Park – The Navy 
will once again be landing in 
Oakland Park on Saturday, 
May 4, as part of Fleet Week. 
The Navy Band Southeast, 
featuring its brass ensemble, 
will perform at from 7 to 9 
p.m. at Jaco Pastorius Park, 
4000 N. Dixie Hwy.  

Concert highlights include 
renditions of military and 
patriotic favorites, as well as 
popular rock and brass band 
songs. Admission is free. 
Food will be available for sale 
by the American Legion Post 
222, and the Big Dog Station 
cash bar will be open for 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages.    
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RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

Have a valid email address.
Complete an application 

and answer assessment 
questions. [Some assessment 
questions are available in 
Spanish. However, an English 
proficiency test also may be 
required].

Be registered with the 
Selective Service System or 
have a qualifying exemption 
if you are a male born after 
Dec. 31, 1959.

Pass a census-performed 
criminal background check 
and a review of criminal 
records, including fingerprint-
ing. Commit to completing 
training.

Be available to work flexi-

ble hours, which can include 
days, evenings and/or week-
ends.

Most jobs require em-
ployees to: Have access to a 
vehicle and a valid driver’s 
license, unless public trans-
portation is readily available.

Have access to a computer 
with internet and an email ac-
count [to complete training].

Veterans who served on 
active duty in the U.S. armed 
forces and were honorably 
discharged may be eligible for 
hiring preferences.

The application process 
takes about 30 minutes and is 
done online.

Most 2020 census positions 
will likely last several weeks. 
Census takers also receive re-
imbursement for work-related 
mileage and expenses.

To learn more about posi-
tions in this area, contact the 
area Census office at 1-855-
562-2020 and select option 3, 
or 1-800-877-8339 for TTY/
ASCII.

A census count has been 
conducted every 10 years 
since 1790 and is required by 
the U.S. Constitution to re-ap-
portion Congress.

Results are also used for 
redistricting at national, state 
and local levels.

Florida gained two congres-
sional seats after the 2010 
Census. New York lost two 
seats.

Ana Maria Diaz, partnership 
specialist with the Atlanta 
Regional Census Center, said 
at a recent Oakland Park City 
Commission meeting that 
Florida receives $29 billion 
annually or about $1,445 per 
person.

“The most undercounted 
population is children up to 
age five,” Diaz said. “We 
can’t afford to not count our 
children.” 

Under Title 13, information 
is sealed for 72 years.

Diaz said information won’t 
be used by any government 
agencies to punish people if 
they are breaking the law.

So people are encouraged to 
be accurate about how many 
people are living with them.

“No branch of government 
s ees your form,” Diaz said.

In 2010, 74 percent of 
households in the U.S. and in 
Florida mailed back census 
questionnaires.

Every household will have 
the option of responding to 
the 2020 Census online, by 
mail or by phone. Ninety-five 
percent of households will 
receive the census invitation 
in the mail March 12 to 20, 
2020. A reminder letter and 
paper questionnaire will be 
sent to the non-responders 
April 8 to 16 and a final re-
minder will go out April 20 to 
27 before the Census Bureau 
follows up in person.

Census
Continued from page 1

$1.2 million      
slated for 
NW 10 Ave

Oakland Park – Commis-
sioners have awarded Stan-
ford Construction Co. of Pom-
pano Beach a $1.2 million 
contract to beautify Northwest 
10 Avenue from Prospect 
Road south to Park Lane West 
[Northeast 38 Street].

The city plans to make 
mobility and landscaping im-
provements to Northwest 10 
Avenue with new sidewalks 
and bike lanes.

The project is in large part 
funded by a Transportation 
Alternative Program [TAP] 
that will provide $1,080,715 
for the construction phase.  

Plans include a shared-use 
path, decorative pedestrian 
lighting, improved street 
lighting, drainage improve-
ments, landscaping, irrigation, 
bike lane and asphalt pave-
ment resurfacing. 

Craven Thompson & Asso-
ciates, Inc. [CTA] developed 
design and construction plans. 
Stanford is in the process of 
completing the Andrews Ave-
nue Project for the city.
Challenging project

“This will be a very chal-
lenging project,” Commis-
sioner Michael Carn said. 

See NW 10 AVE on page 12
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By Anne Siren
PELICAN STAFF

Deerfield Beach – Resi-
dents with serious questions 
regarding the correct way to 
recycle might want to check 
in with the students at Palm-
view Elementary School in 
Pompano Beach.

They just won the $3,000 
first prize at Waste Manage-
ment’s 10th Annual Earth Day 
event held this month at Mon-
arch Hill Renewable Energy 
Park in Deerfield Beach.

But according to Dawn 
McCormick at Waste Man-
agement, they also won a 
better and cleaner world for 
everyone else by learning the 
art of recycling.

McCormick explains that 
much time and money is lost 
when residents use the recycle 
bins for “garbage.”

“It takes time for workers 
to go down in the machines to 
remove garbage from recycla-
bles. This drives up the costs 
of recycling,” she said.

But it’s not just people who 
disregard the rules of recy-
cling. Sometime it’s nature.

The most recent storm, Hur-

Pompano Beach students take fi rst place in WM’s Earth Day event

ricane Irma, added 660,000 
tons of debris to the landfill in 

just four months.
The National Waste & 

Recycling Association trade 
group estimates that 25 per-
cent of American recyclables 
are contaminated with food 
waste and non-recyclable ma-
terials, but students from all 
16 local elementary schools 
are determined to change that.
What to recycle:

Plastic bottles [clean] and 
containers: that means no 
plastic bags; they get caught 
up in the wheelabrator.

Food and beverage contain-
ers [clean].

Cardboard must be flat-
tened. 

Glass bottles [clean].

Sixteen elementary schools 
participated in the event. Park 
Lakes Elementary School 
in Lauderdale Lakes won 
$2,500 for second place and 
Atlantic West Elementary in 
Margate took home the third 
place prize of $2,000. All 
other participating elementa-
ry schools received $1,500: 
Coconut Creek; Tradewinds 
and Winston Park in Coconut 
Creek; Quiet Waters in Deer-
field Beach; Calvary Christian 
Academy in Fort Lauderdale; 
Piney Grove Boys Academy 
in Lauderdale Lakes; Mar-
gate; Heron Heights, Park 
Trails and Riverglades in 
Parkland; and Norcrest, Sand-

ers Park and Somerset Acade-
my in Pompano Beach.

Said McCormick, “The 
event is aimed at third through 
fifth graders and, perhaps, 
some students from our first 
year who are now studying 
environmental science in 
college.”

Experts explained to the stu-
dents more inner workings of 
the Renewable Energy Park, 
such as how landfill gas be-
comes electricity and “clean” 
renewable energy.

To learn more about Waste 
Management’s energy pro-
grams, visit wm.com or think-
green.com.

Jaylye of Sanders Park Elementary 
[Photos by Kara Starzyk]

Jeremiah Wright, Lanita Soto and  
Jaiven Louis

Jessenia Lopez of Somerset Academy Kassides Miller of Palm View Elementary
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the protest, including resident 
Karen Long. She said there’s 
a “better way to achieve” a 
reduction in feral cats that 
doesn’t involve killing.

Some of the signs held by 
Long and other protesters 
read, “no kill now” and “Pom-
pano Beach shame on you!”

Roslyn Harris, of Friends 
of Broward County Animals, 
which advocates for better 
conditions for animals, said 
efforts to change the city’s 
euthanasia policy go back to 
at least 2013.

She’s hopeful that some-
thing will finally be done now.

Currently, per ordinance, 
the city euthanizes feral cats. 
Those against the policy want 
the city to adopt a policy of 
TNR [Trap, Neuter, Release].

They claim TNR is more 
humane and a better solution. 
If people could trap cats and 
bring them to a local place 
where they were sterilized, 
they say, people would be 
encouraged to trap more feral 
cats and reduce the amount of 
feral kittens born.

It’s unknown when activists 
will present their alternative 
to the city commission but it 
will most likely be modeled 
in part, or completely, on the 
county’s TNR policy.

But for now, Harrison said 
the city’s animal control offi-
cers are only authorized to kill 
sick and injured cats. He said 
that moratorium has been in 

Cat policy
Continued from page 1

effect since the middle of this 
month.

One complaint against 
animal control has been that 
people’s pets are being eu-
thanized. City officials deny 
that claim and say they make 
every effort to ensure pets 
aren’t killed. 

To address the healthy feral 
cats captured by animal con-
trol officers, the city will meet 
with representatives from 
several cat rescue groups. 
The meeting’s purpose will 
be to devise a system where 
the city and the groups can 
work together to deal with 
any healthy feral cats found; 
possibly finding permanent 
homes or shelters to take the 
cats.

A hotline, a number people 
could call to report feral cats, 
was another suggestion of-
fered. Harrison addressed the 
lack of communication and 
partnership with the rescue 

groups as a “void” that needed 
to be filled. 

Members of those groups 
seem very receptive to what 
Harrison was saying.

But the meeting was also 
marked by several heated 
moments. 

Resident Jason Dennis de-
scribed those against the city’s 
policy as “a bunch of crazy 
cat ladies.”

In response, Dennis was 
called “uneducated” by indi-
viduals on the other side of 
the issue.

Dennis claims he’s expe-
rienced property damage 
because of feral cats. “I have 
a cat problem . . . I want them 
gone,” he said. “So do I . . . 
I need the city to help,” said 
resident Jan Park.

Karen Brent, who said 
she favors a TNR program, 
said both sides have to work 
together to improve the situ-
ation.

At the commission meeting on April 9, some of the activists who want the city 
to end its euthanasia policy held up signs in the commission chambers. [Staff]

Pompano Beach – The newest Bailey Contemporary Arts 
[BaCA], 41 NE 1 St., exhibit, Arboreal, will open on Friday, 
May 3. The opening reception will be from 6 to 10 p.m. during 
Old Town Untapped. Arboreal, inspired by trees and human 
interaction with the natural environment, is free and will be at 
BaCA until June 28. 

“While grandiose trees easily catch our eye, this exhibition 
highlights the exquisite character of their unexpected and hum-
ble comrades. From preserved, pristine cherry blossoms en-
cased in ice to A-bomb survivors in Hiroshima, trees and their 
parts continually school us on the process of growth, decay, and 
resurrection,” reads BaCA’s press release on the exhibit.

“This exhibition features the vibrant hues of nature and the 
tremendous range of nature’s canopies,” stated Phyllis Korab, 
cultural affairs director. “The artists capture the essence of why 
we strive to preserve our natural environment.”

The featured artists are Kate Hawkes, Mario Marzan, Sammi 
Mclean, Elin O’Hara Slavick, Roger Boulay, Maria Britton, 
Ivan Santiago, Mike Dillow, Sharon Lee Hart, William Cordo-
va, Izel Vargas, Carol Prusa, Nick Gilmore, Roberto Navarrette 
and Susanne Slavick. The exhibit is curated by Sharon Lee 
Hart.

Visit baileyarts.org for more information.

BaCA: the Art of Trees

The Art of Trees. [Courtesy]
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In this area, “People are accustomed to pulling out of their 
backyards. Here you will be close to houses. I hope you will 
be sensitive to residents with timing of work so people are not 
disturbed too much.” The work will be from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on weekdays.   

This project will be designed with landscaping and sidewalks 
with no access from the rear of homes, said Jennifer Frastai, 
engineering and community development director.

“This project has been a decade in the making,” said Mayor 
Sara Guevrekian.

Guevrekian said the late city manager John Stunson initiated 
a change in the Northwest 10 Avenue roadway designation and 
had staff pursue planning and funding back in 2009. It was his 
idea to have connectivity [continuity of the streetscape en-
hancements as well as safe walkability] from the easternmost 
boundary to the westernmost boundary in the city of Oakland 
Park. 

Guevrekian said she looks forward to the aesthetic and safety 
improvements for multimodal transportation. 

-Judy Vik

NW 10 Ave
Continued from page 1

Oakland Park – The Bro-
ward Sheriff’s Office suspects 
a third car was involved in a 
fatal collision with a pedes-
trian on Saturday, April 20 in 
Oakland Park.

BSO’s Traffic Homicide 
Investigation Unit needs help 
locating the driver of a 2000 
to 2005 Buick LeSabre. Based 
on further investigation, 
detectives believe the LeSabre 
struck Frank Bryant of Fort 
Lauderdale about 4:30 a.m. in 
the 1800 block of West Oak-
land Park Boulevard.

Bryant crossed the boule-
vard from north to south in 
the designated crosswalk. For 
reasons that remain under 
investigation, the 54-year-old 
entered the eastbound lanes 
and then walked north where 
he stood near a median. A 
vehicle traveling west in the 
far left lane of West Oakland 
Park Boulevard struck Bryant. 

According to detectives, 
Bryant was struck by three 

Three vehicles strike 
pedestrian and leave scene 
of fatality in Oakland Park

vehicles – all of which left the 
scene. Detectives are look-
ing to identify drivers of the 
LeSabre and a 2009 to 2011 
Mazda 6 sedan believed to be 
involved in the early-morning 
crash. 

There may be damage to 
the underside of the lower 
front bumpers. The driver of 
a Honda Civic was located on 
April 20 by BSO detectives 
and is cooperating with the 
investigation. 

Detectives said that exces-
sive speed on the part of the 
three drivers is not considered 
to be a contributing factor in 
the crashes. Their investiga-
tion continues.

Anyone with further infor-
mation is asked to contact 
BSO Detective Michael Wiley 
at 954-321-4205 or Broward 
Crime Stoppers, anonymous-
ly, at 954-493-TIPS [8477] or 
browardcrimestoppers.org. 

Isle Casino 
meeting 
April 30

Pompano Beach – Plans 
for the redevelopment of Isle 
Casino will be discussed on 
Tuesday, April 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Herb Skolnick Center, 
800 SW 36 Ave. Owned by 
Eldorado Resorts, the 223-
acre Isle Casino site, 777 Isle 
Of Capri Circle, will be rede-
veloped in partnership with 
the Cordish Companies, a real 
estate development firm. 

According to the Cordish 
Companies website, plans 
include “new upscale retail, 
dining, and entertainment . . 
. a corporate office campus, 
residential and a hotel.” Vice 
Mayor Barry Moss, who rep-
resents Dist. 5, will host the 
meeting. Isle Casino is located 
in his district.

Both Moss and Mayor Rex 
Hardin have said the project 
will be good for the city.

Send your news to 
pelicanfrontdesk@

gmail.com
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Now offi  cially on sale 
at your local

Publix/Walgreen stores
10 cents at checkout

Thank you,
Pelican Readers

have $12,000 in the bank,” 
League President Jason Sir-
acusa said. 

And about 240 kids are 
on the fields at the Deer-
field Beach Athletic Center 
at Deerfield Beach Middle 
School.

The 2019 season got un-
derway in February with 20 
teams in six age divisions: six 
T-ball teams and three coach-
pitch. 

The majors added a team as 
did the 50-70 division and the 
juniors, who last year were 
district champs. The growth 
of younger players – five to 
eight year olds – is particu-
larly exciting for the league’s 
future, he said.

This year those junior play-
ers will advance to the senior 
division [ages 13 to 16]. The 
team is coached by Siracusa 

who already has title dreams.
He credits social media 

and getting the word out to 
local schools, especially St. 

Ambrose, for the increase in 
numbers. The healthier bank 
account came about when he 
organized concession stand 
volunteers, added an efficient 
hot dog machine, reworked 
pricing and began taking 
credit cards.

“We were losing money 
on gum,” he said. “Now 
everything we buy makes us 
money.”

After he raised the price 
of water to $1.50 a bottle, 
he was told it was cheaper 
at Walmart. “Yeah,” he said, 
“But you can’t play baseball 
at Walmart.”

Deerfield’s teams play 
intra-squad ball for the most 
part. Games against the other 
teams in District 10 are exhi-

bition during the regular sea-
son. Then the real competition 
begins when the cities’ all-star 
teams battle for district cham-
pionships.

District 10 is composed of 
Parkland, Coconut Creek, Fort 
Lauderdale, Northeast, Coral 
Springs and North Springs. 

Siracusa says the fields 
at Deerfield Beach Athletic 
Center are kept in top shape 
by the city and are the envy of 
all but North Springs where, 
along with great fields, the 
concession stand serves up-
scale refreshment.

This year, the Tuesday after 
Memorial Day, Deerfield 
Beach Little League will host 
the coach-pitch all stars in 
a double elimination tour-
nament.  “You’ve got to see 
these kids play,” he said. 

Other tournaments sched-
uled here for post-season 
action are the 7 and 8 Se-
lect, age 9 to 11 all stars and 
seniors all stars. These series 
determine the District 10 
champions.

The senior season is just be-
ginning. Deerfield is fielding 
two teams made up of players 
who have finished up high 
school ball. 

Always looking to improve 
the league, Siracusa, who has 
lived in The Cove about 15 
years and has both a son and a 
daughter playing little league, 
figures next year he will have 
300 players. 

Games are also played at 
Pioneer Park and Quiet Wa-
ters Elementary School, but 
neither of those fields have 

concession stands. So he’s 
thinking food trucks might be 
an answer.

Siracusa also wants to hold 
a registration for next year at 
the Oveta McKeithan Recre-
ational Complex to bring in 
more kids from the westside. 
Currently, his players come 
mainly from the east side of 
town, Pompano Beach and 
Lighthouse Point. “We are 
looking for diversity,” he said.

Right now, operating with a 
board of five people, Siracusa 
needs people to help him run 
the organization.

He has streamlined much 
of the operation including the 
uniforms and hopes by bring-
ing in all-star tournaments 
more kids will get wind of the 
league.

The vast majority of adults 
working with the kids have 
one of their own on the field. 
Siracusa said, while everyone 
gets a Level 2 background 
check, that parental factor 
reduces the risks. Volunteers 
who don’t have a player in the 
program get additional scruti-
ny, he added.

Little league
Continued from page 1

Jason Siracusa at the Deerfi eld Beach Athletic Complex. [Staff]
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Pompano Beach – The 
Pines golf course, 1101 
N. Federal Hwy., is under 
construction through June for 
re-grassing.

Players can use the city’s 
second course, The Palms, 
during this period.

The Pines course, a Greg 
Norman design, is expected 
to re-open at the end of June, 
weather permitting. Call 954-
781-0426 for more informa-
tion.
Seafood Festival takes 
over this weekend

Pompano Beach – Two 
things to remember this week-
end: slather the sunscreen and 
remember the new venue for 
the Pompano Beach Seafood 
Festival.

Due to development at the 
beach, the 35th annual festival 
will be held at Community 
Park, 1806 NE 6 St., today 
through Sunday.

The festival includes an 
array of South Florida food 
from local restaurants and 
music from country to Jimmy 
Buffet. 

The arts and crafts market-
place will offer unique finds 
for shoppers. Get tickets and 
more information at pompa-
nobeachseafoodfestival.com.

Take Note! 

Hold that swing; golf course gets new turf

The Kester House kitchen, available for a in-person view during the upcoming 
historical tour. [Courtesy]

Grab your ticket for 
May 11 historical tour

Pompano Beach – Ques-
tion: Why do termites avoid 
the Kester Cottages?

Answer: Because they were 
built over 100 years ago with 
termite-resistant Dade County 
pine by pioneer W.L Kester. 

For those who want to learn 
more about Pompano and 
why this city added the word 
“Beach” to its name long after 
it was incorporated in 1908, 

tours will be offered.
The next bus tour of the 

Pompano Beach Historical 
Society takes place Saturday, 
May 11. The tour departs 
from Founders’ Park, 217 NE 
4 St., and stops at two classic 
Kester Cottages filled with 
period furniture. Board the 
bus at 10 a.m. for the two-
hour narrated tour. Tickets are 
$15. Call 954-782-3015.

-Anne Siren

Funds available for 
homeowner rehabilitation 
and purchase assistance

Deerfield Beach – This city has funding available to assist 
low to moderate-income homeowners with purchase and rehab 
assistance. 

To apply for the Homeowner Rehabilitation and Purchase 
Assistance programs, the following documents are mandatory 
for registration: proof of home ownership, proof of income for 
all household members, proof of hazard and flood insurance 
and proof mortgage payments are current. 

Applications are available at 325 NW 2 Ave. and 533 South 
Dixie Highway, Suite 102, or online at deerfield-beach.com/56/
community-development and dbhaonline.org.

For more information, contact Loleta Harris at 954-425-8449, 
ext. 113 or lharris@dbhaonline.org.

Funding for these programs is through the Community De-
velopment Block Grant [CDBG], Home Investment Partnership 
[HOME] and State Housing and Initiative Partnership [SHIP] 
grant programs.
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company had aspirations to do 
more than just “sit at the door 
and collect fees.” 

The goal is to offer business 
development services. At that 
meeting, CRA Director Nguy-
en Tran also said the goal was 
business development.

Tran called the space “a 
Starbucks on steroids” and 
said it would tie in with other 
CRA programs, including the 
community garden and the 
culinary kitchen program.

In January, the majority 
of CRA Board members 
expressed support for nego-
tiating. McMahon opposed 
the project at first because he 
thought it was not a wise use 
of CRA money. “I don’t think 
we have money to spend, 
$210,000 on staffing, for ‘I 
hope this works.’”

After his motion to post-
pone the vote failed, he voted 
in favor of negotiating.

At its April meeting, the 
NW CRA Advisory Commit-
tee also voted unanimously to 
recommend Digital Grass.

Whitney Rawls, committee 
chair, abstained from his com-
mittee’s vote because he told 
Digital Grass about the RFP. 
The committee voted unani-
mously to recommend Digital 
Grass for the project.

Rawls attended the April 
CRA Board meeting and 
spoke in favor of Digital 
Grass.

He cited changes in work 
orders for construction con-
tracts as one example of the 
city and CRA altering RFPs 
after bidders respond.

Rawls also said it would be 
unfair to put the RFP out for 
bid again because a compet-
ing company could come in 
and copy Digital Grass’ ideas.

Co-working
Continued from page 4

Custode said with multi-par-
ty respondents, lengthy 
negotiations are not unusual. 
“We are trying to negotiate a 
settlement and take corrective 
action without the need for a 
hearing,” she said. 

“We are still trying to deter-
mine who is culpable and the 
extent of the penalties.”

The City of Pompano 
Beach, the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
Prince Contracting were all 
named in the complaint filed 
with the county in February.

The sewage leak occurred 
in C-1 Canal Jan. 4 when a 
contractor dug into a 42-
inch sewer pipe at 1-95 and 
Northwest 15 Street. It took 
officials almost seven days 
to stop the leak. During that 
period, the sewage carried 
into downstream canals and 
polluted the waterway.

There are six counts to the 
complaint. Pompano Beach 
City Manager Greg Harrison 
has replied to all of them in 
writing, saying in essence the 
incident was not on city right 
of way nor city roadways so 
was not the city’s responsi-
bility.

-Judy Wilson 

Spill
Continued from page 1

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea – Commissioners on Tuesday 
approved a site plan for Bonnan Florida, LLC for an eight-unit 
multi-family residential development at 4433 Poinciana St. The 
property is currently vacant.

In November 2017, commissioners approved a site plan for a 
three-story, eight-unit building at the site. The original site plan 
approval expired because more than a year elapsed before a 
building permit was issued.

The applicant requested site plan approval for the same plans. 
The ground floor will include parking area and amenities, 
including a fitness room, party room, pool and deck. Four units 
will be on each of two upper floors. 

Town staff reviewed the application for compliance with 
town code. The town’s architect reviewed the project to ensure 
it meets the town’s preferred Mid Century Modern architectural 
style. The Planning and Zoning Board reviewed the application 
and unanimously recommended approval.

-Judy Vik

Poinciana units approved

The units were previously approved by the commission but that approval expired 
and the owner had to resubmit. [Courtesy]
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By Judy Wilson
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Deerfield Beach – Deer-
field Beach High School 
senior photojournalist Cassidy 
Schuck won four All-Florida 
Awards for photography and 
brought home a Best of the 
Best at the Florida Scholastic 
Press Association Convention 
held in Orlando this month.

Schuck received the top 
honor for her action photo of 
two college football players 
fighting to catch a pass during 
the Oklahoma vs. Alabama 
game in December.

She was also a finalist for 
her work in the Sports Re-
action category, her Nature 
Photo as well as the Tom 
Pierce Photojournalist of the 
Year Award. 

Her work appeared in The 
Pelican last year when she 
covered the Bucks’ bid for the 
state crown.

“Cassidy will leave Deer-
field Beach High School as 
the most decorated journalist 
in school history. In three 
years of competing, she won 
over 20 awards from a variety 
of journalism organizations. 

“Her photography, design 
and writing skills are profes-
sional quality and her work 
ethic is rare among high 
school students,” said Jeff 
Romance, coordinator of the 
magnet broadcast and com-
munication program at the 
school. 

Also receiving recognition 
for Nature Photography was 

Deerfi eld High communications/broadcast students win 32 awards  

Cassidy Schuck and Magnet Coordinator Jeff Romance. [Photo by Noah Fineberg]Cassidy Schuck’s winning photo, taken during the Oklahoma vs. Alabama game 
in Miami last year. 

See AWARDS on page 25
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This Weekend
4/26 – 6 to 9:30 p.m. Swing 

on the Boulevard. Jazz and 
swing lessons at Ali Cultural 
Center, 353 MLK Blvd., Pom-
pano Beach.

4/27 – 7 p.m. Gold Coast 
Youth Orchestra performs at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
2331 NE 26 Ave., Pompano 
Beach. Tickets $10. Orches-
tra membership is open to 
musicians from middle school 

to college, Call 954-501-0401 
for information or to purchase 
tickets.

4/27 – 6 to 9 p.m. Ole 
Smokey Whiskey & Shine 
Tasting – Pompano Discount 
Liquor, 652 E. McNab Rd., 
Pompano Beach
Green Markets

Saturday – Pompano 
Beach. 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Dixie Highway and Atlantic 
Boulevard. 954-786-5535.

Sunday – Farmers Mar-
ket. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. El 
Prado Park, 500 El Mar Drive, 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea. 561-
714-2745.

Art 
5/30 - ArtServe’s “Reflect: 

Healing Through Art” Ex-
hibition Unites Community. 
Exhibits with discussion on 
June 5, 6 to 8 p.m. to focus on 
healing through art. 954-776-
1999, ext. 255.

Through May 3 – Clau-
dia Castillo Art Studio, 2215 
Wilton Manors Drive, Wilton 
Manors.  Presents “Under 
Pressure” by Hugh Williams. 
Reception April 20 at 6 p.m. 
Free and open to the public. 
954-274-7047.

ART Mondays. 2 to 5 p.m. 
Herb Skolnick Civic Center, 
800 SW 36 Ave., Pompano 
Beach. Paint clouds, a gaze-
bo, streams, pines and palms 
in Palm Aire. First and third 
Mondays of the month. Artist 
Pat Anderson. Registration. 
954-786-4590.
Auditions 

Broward Women’s Choral 
Group seeks women singers. 
10 a.m. to noon. Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 3970 
NW 21 Ave., Oakland Park. 
Held every Wednesday. Call 
before attending. 954-942-
8711.
Chamber events

5/14 – South Florida Wom-
en’s Chamber of Commerce 
meets from 11:50 a.m. to 1:10 
p.m. at 200 W. Commercial 
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. “Out 
of the Box Lunch.” Network-
ing at City College. Cost $15. 
Call  954-334-0771.
Clubs

5/1 – South Florida Chap-
ter of American Needlepoint 

Guild meeting. 10 a.m. Impe-
rial Point Colonnades, 2156 
NE 67 St., Fort Lauderdale. 
Meets first Wednesday of 
every month. 954-401-2800.

South Florida Depression 
Glass Club members meet 
on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at the Wilton 
Manors Women’s Club, 600 
NE 21 Ct., Wilton Manors. 
Learn more about Vintage 
Glass & Pottery that is Made 
In America. 954-649-9547.
Events

5/4 – 7:30 a.m. 5K Run for 
the Angels at Pompano Air 
Park runway to support Angel 
Flight, free air flights that 
provide children and adults 
access to physicians who can 
save their lives. Signup at 
runsignup.com.

5/10 7 p.m. “Music Under 
the Stars” at the beach great 
lawn [Atlantic Boulevard and 
Ocean Drive] Inner Court 
[Jazz Fusion]. 054-786-4111.

5/12 – 2:30 p.m. Film 
series,  The Last Resort. NSU 
Art Museum, Fort Lauderdale. 
Tour the exhibit Remember to 
React followed by a screen-
ing of The Last Resort with 
Q&A with co-director Dennis 
Scholl. Tickets $9 to $18. 
954-525-5500.
Hikes

4/28 Apoxee Wilderness 
Trail, 3125 North Jog Road, 
West Palm Beach. Alan Col-
lins will walk about 5 miles 
on trails in marshes and trop-
ical hammocks. Walk starts 
at 7:30 a.m. Bring water. 
Contact: Alan Collins, 561-
586-0486. 

Music
4/30 - 7:45 p.m. Sympho-

ny of the Americas presents 
“Classics Reborn,” including 
Mendelssohn, Rossini and 
Mozart. Broward Center 
Amaturo, 201 SW 5 Ave., Fort 
lauderdale. Tickets $50-$75. 
954-335-7002.
Theater

4/26 – 28 – ‘Til Death 
Do Us Part. You First! Peter 
Fogel’s hilarious multi-media 
solo show. True Confessions 
about Marriage, Sex, & other 
things that end prematurely. 
Mizner Park Cultural Center, 
201 Plaza Real Boca Raton. 
844-672-2849
Tours

Historic Butler House 
tours. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 380 
E. Hillsboro Blvd., Deerfield 
Beach. Guided tours of the 
historic Butler House, home 
of pioneers J.D. and Alice 
Butler. deerfieldbeachhistori-
calsociety.com.

Sample-McDougald House 
– 450 NE 10 St., Pompano 
Beach, the 1916 Sample-Mc-
Dougald House is listed in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Daily historic tours. 
Call 754-307-5446. 
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By Anne Siren
PELICAN STAFF

Pompano Beach – It was 
quiet on the eastern front, 
but Commissioner Beverly 
Perkins from the northwest 
community made some noise 
prior to approving a three per-
cent raise for City Manager 
Greg Harrison.

She prefaced her remarks 
with a goal to work closer 
with Harrison and then point-
ed out three recent issues that 
have fueled her disappoint-
ment. 

Perkins said she had asked 
Harrison to retile the Houston/
Sworn Aquatic Center but 
only got a cleaning; her re-
quest for remodeling the BSO 
sub station in her district was 
handed off to a developer and 
post hurricane debris being 

After favorable reviews, city hikes salaries for manager, clerk, auditor
placed next to the Stephanis 
Boys and Girls Club had been 
an affront to her district.

The annual review for the 
manager, internal auditor 
and city clerk had been off 
schedule due to separate 
circumstances. Mayor Hardin 
explained the reviews are nor-
mally held on the anniversary 
of the employee’s hire.

Harrison, hired May 1, 
2015, will have an increase 
of three percent, His bi-week-
ly salary of $9,504.23 was 
increased to $9,789.36. Total 
annual salary before the raise 
is $247,110.

Also receiving increases 
were city clerk, Asceleta 
Hammond. Hammond’s 
biweekly salary of $4,236.60 
was raised to $4,363.70. Total 
before the raise is $110,151. 
Hammond was hired Sept. 21, 

1998.
Deusdedit C. Kiyemba, 

internal auditor’s salary 
rose from $129,242.10 to 
$133,119.22.  Kiyembawas 
hired June 2, 2014.
City hires on-call food 
companies for emergen-
cy meals

Pompano Beach – City 
officials have contracted with 

two companies to provide 
emergency meals in case of a 
disaster.

The companies, Picca-
dilly Holdings Restaurants, 
LLC and DRC Emergency 
Services, LLC will provide 
food for city employees and 
first responders in case of a 
storm or other disaster.  Both 
companies agree to provide 

three “nutritious” meals daily 
during the emergency. 

City officials estimate that 
1,000 meals would be need-
ed for first responders, up to 
three meals a day. The on-call 
contracts will be activated 
immediately unless a storm’s 
projected path changes course.

Hurricane season begins in 
June.

The Pelican Newspaper
Subscribe today. $13.91 per year in 

Greater Pompano Beach.
$95.40 per year for outside our area.

Or go to www.pelicannewspaper.com
and sign-up for a FREE Digital 

Subscription email to you every Friday.
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By Concepcion Ledezma
PELICAN SPORTS

Fort Lauderdale – Fresh 
off a state championship sea-
son, Cardinal Gibbons High 
Football Coach Matt DuBuc 
is anticipating the spring foot-
ball game May 8. 

But he will be coaching 
without eight of this year’s 
starters – no longer eligible 
because they are graduating.

The team’s ability to win 
now will be tested on May 
8 as they play a half against 
Clearwater Central Catholic 
and a half against Miami 
Belen Jesuit.

“We’re solid with our 
three returners,” DuBuc said, 
referring to linebacker Tray 
Brown, Michal Antoine at de-
fensive back and safety Majon 

Gibbons forging new football team after eight seniors graduate 
Wright.

Brown had a busy freshman 
season during the Chiefs’ 
championship campaign. He 
was second on the team with 
96 total tackles, behind de-
parting senior Yahweh Jeudy 
[124]. 

Antoine was sixth on the 
team with 29 solo tackles 
and an interception. Majon 
Wright, who also has an inter-
ception to his credit, doubles 
as a wide receiver on offense.

The remaining eight spots 
on defense are open, accord-
ing to the coach.

“I feel good about the spots 
that will be filled,” DuBuc 
said. “The guys competing 
for the spots are very capa-
ble players, and we’ve got a 
couple of transfers [who will 
be in the mix].”

Linebacker/tight end Jack 
O’Keefe and Roman Paro-
die, transfers from Stoneman 
Douglas, are expected to com-
pete for starting positions.

“Considering the tragedy 
at Douglas,” the coach said, 
“[Gibbons] made provisions 
for them to come. They told 
me how it’s been a tough ad-
justment at Douglas after the 
shooting.”

On offense, the Chiefs are 
expected to remain on solid 
ground at quarterback with 
the return of Brody Palhegyi.

As a sophomore, Palhegyi 
won four playoff games in a 
 row, including the champi-
onship game, after filling in 
for injured starter Nik Scalzo, 
who has since earned a schol-
arship at the University of 
Kentucky.

In all, Palhegyi is coming 
off a season where he com-
pleted 67 percent of his passes 
[42 of 62] for 577 yards with 
seven touchdowns and three 
interceptions.

Palhegyi is expected to be 
pushed by Brady Kelly, a se-
nior who has transferred from 
University School.

Coach DuBuc is most 
encouraged by the return of 
three senior running backs: 
Tajae Davis, Coleman Davis 
and Samir English-Brown. 

Davis, who will become 
a senior, is the most experi-
enced of the three with 298 
yards on 59 carries [5.1 yards 
per carry] and five touch-
downs.

Last season, Bennett gained 
177 yards on 36 carries [4.9 
per carry average] and two 

touchdowns. English-Brown 
has 73 yards on 10 carries, 
plus 32 receiving yards on 
five catches.
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For All The Donated
Children’s Books
for the Pelican’s

“Little Free Library.”
The exchange box is never 

closed, so bring the kids 
any time of day to fi nd 

something to read. 
Located in front of 

The Pelican Newspaper
1500 E. Atlantic Blvd. 
For more information

call 954-783-8700

Thank 
You Readers

such as onboard and app 
trackers, in-town bus stop 
signs, route schedules, bus 
wrap, new route marketing 
campaign dollars and staff 
time,” Debbie Hime, special 
projects coordinator, told 
commissioners at Tuesday’s 
meeting. The request is for 
$25,000 in the first year.

Hopper
Continued from page 3

Proposed route changes
Commissioners approved 

numerous changes to routes 
and scheduling for the free 
Pelican Hopper.

The Pelican Hopper will 
go north on A1A to Pompano 
Beach and south to the Galt 
Ocean Mile and into Fort Lau-
derdale. 

Hours will be 9 a.m. to 5:25 
p.m. on weekdays. Routes 
run until 9 p.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays. There will no 
longer be service on Sunday 
nights.

Routes start at 9 a.m. at 
Publix in the Sea Ranch Lakes 
Shopping Center.

Proposed changes include 
running the entire length of El 
Mar Drive to Pine Avenue to 
better serve lodging business-
es. Each of the portals along 
the beach on A1A will have a 
bus stop. 

One big change, Hime 

stressed, is the county will no 
longer allow “wave and ride.” 
Passengers must board and 
get off the buses at designated 
stops. The driver will not be 
able to let passengers out at a 
stop sign. 

The bus will no longer go 
through the neighborhoods 
of Terra Mar and Bel Air. 
Instead the bus will go south 
to Southeast 12 Street in Pom-
pano Beach at the Lakeside 
Shoppes where Stinger’s Bar 
& Grill and other businesses 
are. 

Passengers can meet up 
with Pompano Beach’s Green 
Route shuttle at the 12 Street 
stop, travel to Pompano Citi 
Centre and connect to Light-
house Point and Hillsboro 
Beach. 

The proposed route includes 
74 stops, and the entire route 
takes an hour,” Hime said. All 
BCT but stops along the route 

will be used. 
The proposed route included 

trips to Holy Cross Hospital 
Monday through Friday bus 
not on Saturday.

Resident Brian McSwee-
ney suggested another stop is 
needed on Bougainvilla be-
tween the BCT stops. He said 
it was “a pretty long stretch” 
without a stop, and elderly 
residents on Bougainvilla take 
the shuttle.

McSweeney and John Mac-
Inenny were against eliminat-
ing Holy Cross on Saturdays.

Hime said she would get 
BCT to take another look at 
the Holy Cross service. 

She said the numbers were 
looked at earlier and “we 
didn’t think ridership warrant-
ed it.” She said passengers 
were going shopping, not to 
the hospital.

Commissioner Randy 
Strauss said one resident rides 

the bus on Saturday to the 
hospital to use the gym. That 
trip also “opens the corridor 
to banks and other shopping,” 
he said.

Town Manager Bill Vance 
said, “We will keep a close 
eye on the numbers. We 
don’t want to jeopardize our 
funding.” In order to keep the 
service, the town must have 
seven riders an hour; now 
they have 10. 

“Re-designing routes 
doesn’t belong at the com-
mission meeting,” said Vice 
Mayor Elliot Sokolow. He 
moved the commission adopt 
the resolution approving the 
ILA agreement for communi-
ty bus service and modifying 
routes.

Changes included asking 
that the Saturday stop at Holy 
Cross be kept and requesting 
another stop on Bougainvilla 
Drive. 
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Michigan, where children 
have been found with elevated 
levels of lead in their blood. 
And that Mayor Bill Ganz 
was receiving money from de-
veloper James Batmasian, just 
like Susan Haynie, the sus-
pended mayor of Boca Raton. 
Haynie was arrested, accused 
of corruption, and could be 
going to trial in October.

Ganz, who has called out 
the page’s administrators from 
the dais, said he mostly laughs 
at the allegations, including 
the latest, which claims he 
“aided and abetted” Hanson’s 
misuse of city funds that Ganz 
on April 9 told his fellow 
commissioners he required 
Hanson pay back.

“They pick up a pile, throw 
it against a wall, and when 
it doesn’t stick, they back 
away from it, act like it never 
happened and they move on to 
the next pile,” he said.

Deerfield Beach resident 
John Grassi was the only one 
of the page administrators to 
return a call about the Face-
book page. 

He declined to comment, 
citing issues with The Pelican 
and this reporter. He might 
talk to another reporter or 
media outlet, he said.

Meanwhile, Rebecca Medi-
na Stewart, Deerfield’s public 
information officer, said she’s 
looking forward to the day 
when social media platforms 
are forced to more closely 
monitor who and what is be-
ing posted on their platforms 

Social media
Continued from page 1

to prevent false rumors from 
spreading.

By and large, Medina 
Stewart says she refrains from 
commenting on an allegation 
made on the page, unless a 
public health issue is at stake, 
as it was when the safety of 
the city’s water was being 
questioned.

“Publix purchases and sells 
our water — it’s being tested 
daily,” she said. “It’s import-
ant that the public knows that 
particular piece of information 
is not true.”

Sum total, though, she 
believes that social media is 
allowing city government to 
do its job more effectively. 
During Hurricane Irma, for 
example, the city’s Facebook 
page reach extended to more 
than 120,000 users.

“Lost dogs have gone back 
to their happy homes” after 
being posted on the city’s 
Facebook page, she said. “We 
had a Silver Alert — an elder-
ly man went missing — and 
he was found.”

Also, the power of social 
media has been making a 
showing at Pompano Beach 
City Commission meetings 
over the last month. A Face-
book page, “One Shot to the 
Stomach” has garnered more 
than 400 followers since it 
started in February, taking on 
the city’s policy of euthaniz-
ing stray cats.

Dozens have shown up, 
wearing red, in front of the 
city commission to voice their 

displeasure. They all stand 
as one of their group goes to 
the microphone to address the 
commission.

She couldn’t have done it 
without Facebook, said Belle 
Laue, the group’s organizer.

“One Shot to the Stomach 
page has been the catalyst 
for nearly all other actions; it 
caused an outcry within the 
community which led to get-
ting the city’s attention,” said 
Laue, a Pompano resident. 
“Our page has been extremely 
important in regards to build-
ing momentum and energy 
for resident awareness and 
actions such as showing up to 
commission hearings, calling 
and emailing the commission-
ers, etc.”

One of the page’s most 
commented posts shows a pile 
of dead cats. It is not, howev-
er, a picture of cats euthanized 
by the city’s animal control 
officers, as some of the reac-
tions inferred. 

But Laue has no apologies.
“It’s a representation to 

remind people that innocent 
animals who were once living 
creatures have been killed.”

pages with its one-of-a-kind 
underwater video.

In recent years, though, its 
impact on some cities’ local 
governments has taken a 
darker turn.

A 2017 Lighthouse Point 
election pitting political 
maverick Maria O’Donnell 
against incumbent Mayor 
Glenn Troast was fought on 
numerous Facebook pages on 
which photoshop was used to 
unflattering effect. 

Neither of the candidates 
take responsibility for any of 
those pages in that election 
that Troast won handily.

On the “Deerfield Beach 
Politics” Facebook page, the 
rumor milll is in full swing 
over this month’s exit of Han-
son, followed by Kara Petty, 
an assistant city manager. 

Readers of the page, now 
with a few more than 800 
members, have been hearing 
since 2015 that the city is 
financially mismanaged.

Among other rumors, the 
page’s readers also might be 
inclined to believe the city’s 
water has an elevated num-
ber of carcinogens like Flint, 

appointment to take the place 
of resigned city manager Bur-
gess Hanson. 

He has not been able to 
locate the email account’s 
named owner, he said.

“I can unequivocally tell 
you that it’s not true and it’s 
a disgrace to the men and 
women who have to deal with 
those situations on a daily 
basis,” he told the city com-
mission.

The post alleging the 
wife-beating has since been 
taken down and the owner 
of “Deerfield Beach News” 
did not respond to efforts to 
contact him.

Social media has been a 
force to be reckoned with ever 
since it went mainstream back 
in the early 2000s. 

Most cities have pages used 
to keep residents informed 
in times of emergency or the 
schedule for the next festival. 
Deerfield Beach has hooked 
tens of thousands of viewers 
to its Facebook page and city 
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CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
Place your classifi ed - visit thepelicanclassifi eds@gmail.com or call 954-783-8700 by Wednesday at 1 p.m.

REAL ESTATE • SALES • CARS • TRUCKS • SERVICES • JOBS

Furnished studios BOCA/
DEERFIELD - $199/week 
and up -- $39/Daily -- $699/
Month and up.  Furnished 
studios – Utilities Paid. Call 
954-934-3195. 

STUDIOS

pelicannewspaper.com

CONDOS FOR 
SALE

ISLAND CLUB
Pompano Beach – 2Bd/2Ba, 
777 S Federal Highway.  
Corner unit, 9th fl .  Great 
views.  Utility room off 
kitchen.  Fully furnished.  
$195,000.  954-235-8224  
Vienneau Team Incorporated. 

EASTWAY HARBOUR
Deerfi eld Beach – Just Reduced.  
Beautiful 1BR/1BA waterfront 
condo in secluded community just off 
the Intracoastal.  Low maintenance 
fees and great amenities.  All ages. 
No Pets.  $185K. Call Ruthie Brooks, 
Balistreri Realty, 954-803-4174.  

HOMES FOR 
SALE

LAUDERDALE WEST
Plantation – 2BR/2BA/1CG 
w/huge screened patio in 
active 55+ community w/
low fees. Very beautifully 
renovated. $264,900. Call to 
view: Nancy Wyman, Keller-
Williams Partners Realty 954-
226-9086. 

Tamarac - The Mainlands
Canal-front, 2BR/2BA/1CG in 55+ 
community.  Low maintenance fees 
and great  amenities.  $217,000.  Call 
Ruthie Brooks, Balistreri Real Estate 
954-803-4174

TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE
Pompano Beach - Atlantic Urban 
Village Beautiful, updated 3-story 
3BR/3.4BA/2CG in great east of 
Federal location.  All Ages.  Large 
Pet OK.  $375K. Call Ruthie 
Brooks, Balistreri Real Estate, 
954-803-4174.

APARTMENT 
FOR SALE

Fort Lauderdale,  Coral Ridge 
South, 34th St and A1A, 1/
Bd CO-OP, over 55 building, 
lovely ocean view from the 
16th Floor, park your car and 
walk to all. Monthly Charges 
$517 includes maintenance, 
real estate taxes, Cable TV.  
$149,900.    OWNER  954-
732-7208. 

OPEN HOUSES
Lighthouse Point - 2601 NE 53rd St, 
Sunday 4/28/19 1:00pm - 3:00pm.   
Beautifully updated 3BR/2BA/2CG 
home $484,900. Call Ruthie Brooks, 
Balistreri Real Estate 954-803-4174.

OPEN HOUSES
SINGLE FAMILY HOME

Lighthouse Point - 4440 NE 27th 
Ter, Saturday 4/27/19 1 to 3 p.m. 
Beautifully updated 2BR/2BA/2CG 
home $548,788.  Call Ruthie 
Brooks, Balistreri Real Estate 954-
803-4174. 

CONDOS FOR 
RENT

1bdrm condo from May 8 to Oct 
31.  Walk to beach.  $1600/Mo 
plus tax,  all amenities included.  
954-943-8800.

STUDIOS FOR 
RENT

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea – Studio 
furnished, updated and granite.  
Annual rental, across the street 
from the beach. No Pets.  $1250/
Mo.  Charles Rutenberg Realty 
954-260-6552. 

Pompano Beach - Spacious 
Studio, full kitchen, pool, patio, 
coin laundry.  No pets.  $825/Mo 
utilities included.  1360 NE 23 Ave.  
954-907-2258.  

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

1 bedroom on water with 
avail dock space.  Pool. Ocean 
Access.  $1200/Mo.    Also, 
Apartment on the beach 
1Bd/1Ba.   $1300/Mo.   Call 
954-531-2862.   

Pompano Beach – 1786 SE 4 St., 2/
Br., Boat Dock Avail., 1 car parking, 
1st Flr., No Cats.  Furnished, 
partially furnished, or no furniture.  
$1800/Mo.  Aldo, Lokation Real 
Estate 401-226-1907. 

Pompano Beach - ICW area.  1/1 
duplex, unfurnished, W/D, utilities 
included, yard, annual rental, cat ok.  
954-415-8838.

ROOM FOR 
RENT

Room for rent in house with 
elderly gentleman.  Pool, 
small pets considered, bike 
to beach,  $900/Mo.  954-531-
2862. 

EFFICIENCY 
FOR RENT

Pompano Beach – Very clean 
furnished for single person.  
Must be 40 or older.  No 
smoker.  No pets.  Cable, elec. 
and water included.  $675/Mo, 
$600 Sec.  Washer and Dryer 
on premises.    Background 
check, proof of income.  Call 
Aliena  954-427-8518 or 954-
798-1630.

TOWNHOUSE 
FOR RENT

  

  

  

Pompano Beach – 2 story 
townhouse, 2BD/1.5BA, pool, 
hot tub, washer/dryer, 3 car 
parking space,  all utilities 
and cable, wi-fi , appliances 
and dishes included,   Pets OK  
Storage shed.   Completely 
private.  $1800/Annual for 
6 mths or more.   Anything 
under 6 mths is $3000/Mo.  
Call 954-709-6802.         

SERVICES
CAREGIVER

SMILING HEART HOME 
HEALTH SERVICES

Will care for your loved 
ones in their homes.  Light 
housekeeping, personal care, 
companions, errands and 
doctor’s appointments.  Lic./
Bonded/Insured.  Visit www.
smilingHHC.com or call for 
Free in home visit.     954-908-
1560. 

LICENSED CAREGIVER
Experienced Caregiver 
will provide excellent 
assistance for your loved 
ones. References Avail. Upon 
Request.   Eleven years 
experience.  Dependable and 
Compassionate. Pls call Miss 
D at 754-368-6195 or 954-974-
1755. 

PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANING LADY

Will clean your home 
immaculately.Call today for 
a free estimate.   References 
avail upon request. Call 
Jeanette at 954-982-5417.  

See CLASSES on page 23

SERVICES

SERVICES
PERSONAL ASSISTANT
Compassionate, experienced, 
personal assistant. Driving, errands, 
and traveling.  Speaks English and 
German.  Call Rose 954-793-9395.     

$ I BUY HOUSES $ 
APARTMENT 
BUILDINGS

VACANT LAND AND 
COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTIES
FOR CASH

I pay CASH and close at your 
convenience.  Immediate 
cash available to resolve 
legal issues with property.  
Any condition.  Specialized 
in estate sales.  Realtors and 
Attorneys’s  welcome.   Local 
references.  Call Richard at 
954-531-2852.

EDDIE BUYS HOUSES/
CONDOS - CASH

Any Condition, size, price range 
or location! Cash offers and 
quick closings! Rent to Own 
option. Call: 954-300-2274. 24-
Hour recorded Message. Visit: 
cashforhousesdepot.com. Email: 
Innovativehomebuyers@gmail.
com.  

PERSONAL SERVICE
Need a ride somewhere?  Call Bob 
for personal transportation.    Would 
you like a companion for breakfast, 
lunch, or shopping?  Reasonable 
rates.  Call Bob:  954-254-6221.      

PAWN SHOP
G U N  C O L L E C T I O N S 
WANTED!  CALL POMPANO 
PAWN 954-968-4949.    

SPANISH & ENGLISH 
LESSONS

Private Spanish or English 
lessons by experienced 
instructor. Call Carolyn 
at (954) 901-1301 or email 
usaccentparati@gmail.com.  
Visit www.usaccentparati.
com for information on 
education and experience.

RELIABLE DRIVEWAY 
SPECIALISTS

Driveway and Parking Lot 
Maintenance.  Asphalt Paving 
and Seal Coating.  Senior and 
Veterans 35% discount. Same 
Day Service.  Avail. 7 days.   
Free Estimate. 954-859-0333. 

ANTIQUES
Antique Buyer – Buying Antiques 
& Art. Jewelry. Watches. Paintings. 
Military Items. Guns. Swords. 
Coins. Silver. House Calls. Free 
Appraisals.  Robert’s Antiques. 
954-295-6808.  

EMPLOYMENT
Are you 55 or older and seeking 
employment in Ft. Lauderdale? 
Urban League of Palm Beach 
County provides paid training 
opportunities at locations such 
as government agencies, senior 
centers, non-profi ts, schools and 
hospitals. This on-the-job training 
can then be used as a bridge to 
fi nd employment outside of the 
program. To participate, you must 
be: age 55 or older; unemployed 
and seeking employment; qualifi ed 
as low income. To apply, please call 
954-858-5884 or visit the SCSEP 
offi ce at 2901 W Cypress Creek 
Road, Suite 116, Fort Lauderdale.  

POSITION 
WANTED

Retired business owner with great 
organizational skills seeks part 
time position as personal assistant.  
Will provide transportation to 
appointments, shopping, dining 
out and other social activities.  
I am a reliable and efficient 
companion.  Also able to help 
with lifestyle transitions, i.e. 
moves to assisted living facilities 
or simply downsizing.  References 
available.   561-347-8383 or 
jvusem@comcast.net.        4/26/19

HELP WANTED

STORE CLERK
Part or full time morning shifts.  
Exc. Supplement income for retired 
individual.  Call between 3 and 7 
pm.  Alex 954-648-6594    NEW    

HANDYMAN HELP
Handyman Can needs help with 
all types of work.  Must show up, 
must be drug free.  MUST BE 
DEPENDABLE.  954-210-0706.    

AUTOMOBILES 
FOR SALE

2007 Cadillac SRX IV, 130,000 
miles, sunroof, full power, white 
with beige interior, non-smoker, 
new tires, alternator, new coils, 
changed oil and fi lter, new strut 
installed to hold up hood  $7995.   
954-854-8048. 

2002 Ford Thunderbird. 
Canary yellow, black 
convertible top and interior. 
17,000+ miles. $14,000 or 
OBO.  Call 401-316-6383. 

SUPPORT
Center for Active Aging offers 
weekly Caregiver Support Groups. 
Wed. at 10 a.m. and Thurs. at 
4:30 p.m. The Center conducts 
the caregiver training and support 
group for individuals caring for 
people with Alzheimer’s disease, 
memory impairments, dementia, 
and cognitive limitations.  Call 
954-480-4463.

CLASSES
Line dancing at the Beach 
Community Center by Galt Ocean.   
A fun exercise for both the mind 
and the body. Wednesdays from 
6 - 8 pm.  Beginners Welcome!   
781-812-5878 for details.

SERVICES

Pompano Beach - All amenities 
included. Call 786-306-2655.

RENTED

RENTED
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Send your marine news to editor.
pelican@gmail.com

pelicannewspaper.com

Place a classifi ed 
20 Words for $15.00
Call 954-783-8700

Classifi eds
Continued from page 22

Yoga -  All-Inclusive Yoga program. 
Special populations in mind but open 
to all to enjoy. For more information, 
please call 954-480-4494 or email Kenny 
Lawrence at klawrence@deerfi eld-beach.
com. Constitution Park, 2841 W. Hillsboro 
Blvd., Deerfi eld Beach.

New Art Class at Herb Skolnick Center.  
Instructor Pat Anderson, For more 
information call 954-786-4590.

Dancing By The Sea - Instructor Danny 
Carter. Swing, Salsa, Tango and Ballroom 
dance. Great fun for all ages. Call 954-
640-4225.

BOARD GAMES
Play Pinochle from 6-9 p.m. at Emma Lou 
Olson Civic Center, 1801 NE 6 St., Pompano 
Beach.  954-554-9321.

Play Bridge & Mahjong Fridays at 10 
a.m. Jarvis Hall, 4501 N. Ocean Drive, 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea.  Call 954-640-
4225.

Scrabble – Free. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Emma 
Lou Olson Civic Center. 954-786-4111.

Bingo – St. Nicholas Episcopal Church, 1111 
E. Sample Rd., Pompano Beach. Thursdays 
1 to 4 p.m. and Sundays 2 to 5 p.m. Call 
954-942-5887.

Bingo – Tuesdays at St. Martin Episcopal 
Church at 11:30 a.m. 140 SE 28th Ave, 
Pompano Beach. Call 954-941-4843. 

Water Fitness – Pompano Beach Aquatics 
Center. M/W/F at 9 and 11 a.m. All levels. 
Evening Classes T/Th at 6:30 p.m. Cost $3 
per class. Call 954-786-4128.

Shuffl eboard – Mondays and Wednesdays 
9:30 -11:30 a.m. at McNab Park, 2250 E. 
Atlantic Blvd.  Call 954-786-4111.
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Earth Day celebration at Patricia Davis Community Garden
Pompano Beach - To mark 

Earth Day Saturday, members 
of the community and the 
Patricia Davis Community 
Garden enjoyed fresh pro-
duce mostly grown from the 
garden. There were also a few 
plantings of new additions to 
the garden. [Staff photos]

Xavier Global cuts up some greens. Chris Reesor, manager of the garden, adds some new plants.

Anna Sasniresan, owner of Zestipes, prepares a salad.
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Place a classifi ed 
20 Words for $15.00
Call 954-783-8700

Joseph Barak and his sports 
action photo was a finalist. 

Romance has headed up the 
magnet program for 22 years. 
It is likely that this year the 
school won the most awards 
ever at the convention – 32, 
he said. The awards were giv-
en for student work published 
in the Pathfinder, the school 
newspaper; in the literary 
magazine Quintessence and 
for work at the school’s TV 
station, DBTV. 

Teachers in the magnet pro-
gram are Alyssa Timmins and 
Adam Radecki. Timmins is a 
graduate of Deerfield Beach 
High School’s CBA program. 
A second-year teacher, she 
teaches TV production and 
digital video production.

“My students were able to 
compete at a state-wide level 
and I’m so proud. Freshman 
Sandrene Johnson won a first 
place for Collaborative PSA.”

Radecki came directly to 
Deerfield after graduating 
from Flagler College in 2003, 
teaches English and is the 
yearbook advisor. It was the 
first time the students had cre-

Awards
Continued from page 16

ated a literary spread for the 
magazine and it won the Best 
of the Best Award.

“I am singularly impressed 
by the students’ imagination, 
vision and doggedness,” Ra-
decki said.

The Quintessence piece 
that won Best of the Best was 
Reflection American Dreams 
co-authored by Christina Full-
er, Thatiani Pierre, Ananda 
York and Jonathan Fleeds.

Many of the competitions 
were timed to assess how the 
student teams worked under 
deadline pressures.

Forty-eight students from 

the school attended the 
convention, the largest in its 
history.

All the school’s publications 
are only avaible in digital for-
mats. Not having to sell ads to 
pay printing costs has freed up 
the students to concentrate on 
communication skills, Ro-
mance said.
Pompano Beach High 
School

Communications students at 
Pompano Beach High School 
also had a successful year. 
Alexis Torres was a finalist 
for Spot Photo, Charlotte 
Hood was recognized for 
her piece on a lecture about 
school technology in the Tor-
nado Times and Clara Garriga 
Dominguez was in a finalist 
in the category of Personality 
Portrait.

Jack Brand, Leila Plummer, Edwin Lopez and Josh Harris won second place 
for their  Edit-to-the-Beat Video Editing competition at FSPA. 

The students of Deerfi eld Beach High School’s communications and broadcast magnet program. [Photo by Noah Fineberg]
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Fishing report

The sailfish bite has been 
crazy everywhere north and 
south. We don’t really see this 
too much in April but we will 
take it all the same. 

Pictured here is Abie Ray-
mond and his crew aboard 
“Bouncers Dusky” with a 
beautiful sail just prior to the 
release. 

Several boats caught up to 
15 sails on Wednesday. 

Kite fishing with goggle 

Sailfi sh everywhere right now

Traffi  c delays expected on 
Southeast 2 Avenue

Deerfield Beach – Milling and resurfacing along Southeast  2 
Avenue will begin the week of April 29 weather permitting and 
is part of a citywide street resurfacing project.

FDOT improvements, signage, bike lanes and curb ramps 
will also be done. Traffic control will be in place and detours 
will be marked.

Drivers should expect travel delays. Plan accordingly and use 
caution when driving through these areas. For more informa-
tion, contact the John Melton at jmelton@deerfield-beach.com 
or call954-480-4272.

eyes has been the technique 
of choice. Kings, tunas and 
snapper are also chewing so 
get out there.  The weather 

looks great but check it before 
you go out.

Get tight!
RJ Boyle

Text to 911 only when you 
can’t call for assistance

On April 2, Broward County officially launched the new 
Text-to-911 emergency service. Text-to-911 allows you to send 
text messages to local 911 dispatch centers during an emergen-
cy, when calling is not an option. 

Text-to-911 is another tool for people to get help in a 
life-threatening emergency. It is not a substitute for calling 911 
and is designed to help the hearing and speech impaired who 
may not be able to communicate by calling 911, or anyone who 
fears they’ll put themselves in danger by speaking out loud. Be-
low are several important factors to know before using the new 
text to 911 service. 

Call if you can, text only if you can’t
Know your exact location
Cell phone providers only offer text messaging as a “best 

efforts service;” delivery of text messages are not guaranteed, 
can be delayed by your carrier and may not be received in a 
timely manner. 

Do not send photos, videos or emoji’s
Keep text messages plain and easy to understand – no slang 

or abbreviations
Texts to 911 have a 160-character limit for a single text.
The Text-to-911 system currently processes texts in English; 

language translation is currently not available
You must have text messaging included on your wireless 

phone plan
If texting to 911 is not available in your area, your phone car-

rier will send you a message requesting that you make a voice 
call to 911

Text-to-911 is not a social media app. It is to be used for 
emergencies only. 

Misuse of 911 can result in criminal charges, fines and jail 
time

-County Commissioner Lamar Fisher

CDBG funds slated for 
senior center

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea – Commissioners on Tuesday 
approved a grant application for $30,000 in funds available 
through the federal Community Development Block Grants 
program. The funds will be used for improvements to the 
town’s senior center activities at Jarvis Hall.   
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Catching the Ocean View

By Jim “Chiefy” Mathie
PELICAN STAFF

If you’re an ocean person 
like me, this weekend is filled 
with everything you need to 
get you “salty.” 

Starting Friday night and 
ending Sunday night, April 
26 through the 28, it’s the 
35th Annual Pompano Beach 
Seafood Festival.

If that doesn’t whet your 
appetite, there’s the 12th 
annual The Blue Wild held at 
the Greater Fort Lauderdale/
Broward County Convention 
Center this Saturday and 
Sunday.

The struggle I have is not 
being able to be in both places 
at the same time. 

My Friday night will start at 
the Seafood Festival, which is 
now located at the Pompano 
Beach Community Park and 
Amphitheater, 1806 NE 6 St.

Although the beach will be 
missed, the new location of-

Getting your ‘salt’ on this weekend

fers more room, better parking 
and easier access.

It also allows musicians 
Zach Deputy, Foghat and The 
Guess Who to perform on 
the Amphitheater stage. Two 
additional stages host local 
and tribute bands, making a 
total of 28 bands performing 
on three stages throughout the 
weekend. 

There’s over 175 arts and 
craft vendors to visit and a 
new area dedicated for both 
car and boat displays. 

But it’s the food, I mean 
seafood, that makes this festi-
val special if you’re an ocean 
lover. I always look forward 

The Chiefy Crew with Sher Daye at the Blue Wild. [Staff photos]

to having my taste buds tan-
talized with incredible dishes 
served up by many different 
food vendors. 

A local favorite of mine is 
Papa Hughie’s Seafood World 
and Raw Bar in Lighthouse 
Point. They have combined 
with Pompano Beach’s 26-de-
gree brewery to create a local 
brew pub with four beers on 
tap. 

This will be a nice com-
plement to Papa’s Raw Bar’s 
famous stone crabs, oyster 
shooters and seared tuna. 

Saturday and Sunday, I will 
be at The Blue Wild. There 
are 150 vendors in 65,000 

square feet of exhibit space 
on the ground floor of the 
Broward County Convention 
Center, 1950 Eisenhower 
Blvd, Fort Lauderdale.

This Ocean Adventure Expo 
appeals to the diver, spear-
fisherman, fisherman, boater 
and water enthusiast. It is the 
largest watersports and marine 
art expo in the southeastern 
United States.  

I’ll be doing a 30-minute 
workshop on Saturday, April 
27 at 3:45 p.m. on Catching 
the Bug–The Comprehensive 
Guide to Catching the Spiny 
Lobster. I’ll also be showcas-
ing my two books, Catching 
the BUG, 2nd Edition and 
Catching the Spear-it at a 
table near the front entrance 
with the other authors. 

The Blue Wild show is or-
ganized by “Speargun Hunt-
er” host Sheri Daye and has 
expanded the last few years 
to include almost everything 
above and below the ocean. 

My suggestion is to find 
time this weekend to attend 

both events. If you’re hungry 
and thirsty for seafood and 
good adult beverages, head 
over to the Pompano Beach 
Seafood Festival. 

If you need to look at the 
latest diving, fishing, and 
water sports gear, then stop by 
The Blue Wild. Either loca-
tion will get you “salty,” and 
that’s never a bad thing. 

Visit thebluewild.com and 
pompanobeachseafoodfesti-
val.com for more information.

Troy Ganter from Papa’s Raw Bar.
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The use of city fields 
requires mutual agreements, 
fees and assurances that adults 
working with children pass 
Level 2 background checks. 

Allegations that Barwis 
Performance Center was using 
city fields for an elite soccer 
program arose several weeks 
ago after citizens complained 
the company had not followed 
the standard approval process. 
Reportedly, the fields were 
used 38 times without the 
proper agreements.

Petty’s departure came three 
weeks after City Manager 
Burgess Hanson’s resignation. 
Mayor Bill Ganz asked for 
Hanson’s resignation over the 
city manager’s failure to repay 
an unauthorized cost of living 
wage. 

Since then, it was discov-
ered that Hanson had also 
received longevity pay not 
included in his contract.

Petty’s resignation leaves 
Interim City Manager David 
Santucci without the two 
assistants Hanson had em-
ployed, himself and Petty.

Responding to a question 
from The Pelican, Santucci 
said, “I recognize the work-
load is not manageable by 
any one person. Thankfully, I 
have the support of staff and 
faith in their ability to perform 
admirably.”

As interim city manager, 
Santucci said permanent staff-
ing changes and appointments 
in his office are not appropri-
ate. 

“I will be looking internally 
for assistance in supporting 
the administration, communi-
ty and city commission for as 
long as it required,” he said.

Petty requested administra-
tive leave until June 14. 

In her letter to Santucci, she 
said her seven and half years 
in Deerfield Beach had been 
”the most rewarding in her 
20 years” in government. She 
came here as director of parks 

and recreation and was pro-
moted to the senior assistant 
manager position in 2016.

The details of Barwis’s 
agreement with the city 
remain unclear, but this 
week Santucci confirmed the 
company was not charged for 
using the fields because the 
soccer program operated un-
der Athletic Angels , Barwis’s 
not-for-profit organization.

Santucci said the city’s fee 
schedule allows use of fields 
and facilities by non-profits at 
no charge.

However, he said the usage 
should have been brought 
to the city commission for a 
vote, which was not done.

Santucci added that Barwis 
provided an affidavit stating 
that the adults working with 
the young players did have 
Level 2 background checks as 
required by the city for those 
using city facilities. That 
information has been an issue.  

Play has been suspended on 
the fields, Santucci said. 

Early in the week, Commis-
sioner Ben Preston said he 
understood the company had 
permission from the city, “but 

not in the proper way.”
At press time, phone calls 

and emails to Donny Vanker, 
director of strategic partner-
ships at Barwis, had not been 
returned.
Mayor wants national 
search for city manager

Deerfield Beach – Mayor 
Bill Ganz said this week 
he will “strongly advocate 
for a nationwide hunt” to 
replace City Manager Burgess 
Hanson who resigned April 5.

Ganz added, “We need to 
evaluate the work place  . 
. . and maybe eliminate 
one assistant city manager 
position and take part of that 
salary for the city manager.”

Hanson had worked with 
two assistant city managers. 
One of them, David Santucci 
is now the interim city 
manager. The other, Kara 
Petty, resigned last week. 

Of the reduced manpower, 
Ganz said, “I believe 
department directors will 
fill in … everyone needs to 
step up including the elected 
officials.” 

Commissioners will have 
to modify their expectations 
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and have patience with the 
administration, the mayor 
added.

One of the issues leading up 
to Petty’s departure was the 
manner in which agreements 
with Barwis Performance 
Center to use city fields was 
handled. 

Ganz said Thursday the fact 
the city accepted an affidavit 
from Barwis claiming its 
employees had Level 2 
background checks was a 
problem for him. 

“Since when do we allow 
organizations to use affidavits 
[instead of providing proof of 
the checks]?” he said. “It’s not 
proper procedure.”
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