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Hurricane Season is here.             Ready?

It’s a Heat Wave, It’s a Heat Wave, 
deal with it . . .deal with it . . . 

One Lighthouse Point counselor  creates a cooling system for the young pram sailors who  return 
to port after a morning  at sea. [Staff photo]

Urban experts 
focus on MLK 
corridor
By Judy Wilson

PELICAN STAFF

Pompano Beach – A panel of 
experts will be in town August 11 and 
12 to recommend development strate-
gies for the MLK/Hammondville 
Road corridor from Dixie Highway 
to I-95.

The $15,000 study was com-
missioned by the West Community 
Development Agency, or WCRA, and 
will be done by Urban Land Institute 
volunteers, planners, developers, 
architects, fi nanciers and real estate 
professionals.

The sessions, in commisson 
chambers, are open to the public 
Thursday, Aug. 11, 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

See MLK on page 11

By Anne Siren

PELICAN STAFF

Wilton Manors - “This is totally 
a political stunt. And it’s on the heels 
of his recent comments,” says Michael 
Emanuel Rajner, legislative director 
of the Florida Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, or GLBT, Democratic 
Caucus.

Rajner refers to a recent invitation 
extended to Congressman Allen West 
to speak at an Aug. 8 meeting of the 
Wilton Manors Business Association. 
At Hagen Park Community Center, 
2020 Wilton Drive, at 7 p.m.

Democrats 
protest U.S. Rep. 
West’s visit to 
non-partisan 
group

By Deborah S. Hartz-Seeley

PELICAN CONTRIBUTOR

Lighthouse Point -- Although Wednesday, July 27, proved hot and steamy, 
there was enough wind to make both the Lighthouse Point Mayor’s Cup and the 
Commissioners’ Race on Lake Placid plenty competitive. 

First place winner in the Mayor’s Cup went to Paul Morris III. He describes 
the action by saying he came in a good distance ahead of Daniel Lorenz and Gra-
ham Altschuler who were neck in neck for second and third place respectively.

The youngsters who sailed had qualifi ed in one of two races held earlier 
in the week. The top fi ve winners in both of those races were invited to enter 
the Mayor’s Cup. The others went head to head in the Commissioners’ Race 
with Connor Anderson coming in fi rst; Chandler Trousdale, second; and Chase 
Brown, third. 

These races are the culmination of the Youth Sailing Camp, a summer 

Young sailors compete in Mayor’s 
Cup and Commissioners’ Race

See MAYORS CUP on page 3

Fear factor 
drives 
opponents of 
detox center, 
owner says
By Judy Wilson

PELICAN STAFF

Deerfi eld Beach – For 10 years, 
Sherief Abu-Moustafa has kept a 
low profi le, building his campus for 
recovering addicts one building at a 
time. But those days of anonymity in 
the community may be over.

Abu-Moustafa is seeking to add 
a detox facility to his holdings and 
the prospect has some residents up 
in arms. Several hundred people at-
tended a Planning and Zoning Board 
meeting earlier this month to protest 
his application for a site plan at 504 
S. Federal Highway where he wants 
to open a 28-bed detoxifi cation facil-
ity.

Few people had anything good 
to say about his plan to expand the 
services of The Florida House and 
the board voted 4-0 to deny the appli-
cation. Abu-Moustafa plans to bring 
the site plan to the city commission 
on August 16.

This week he said he is very 
disturbed that his opponents are 
“putting fear into people and deci-
sions are being made on fear, not 
facts.”According to Abu-Moustafa, 
the facts are that he operates a fully 
certifi ed and licensed, private facility 

See WEST on page 10
See FLORIDA HOUSE on page 15
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By Judy Vik

PELICAN STAFF

 LBTS – Town commis-
sioners are working with a 
new budget that contains no 
increases in millage rates or 
the fi re assessment while try-
ing to incorporate three new 
positions. There has been no 
change in the millage rate, 
3.999 per thousand,  since 
2008 and the residential fi re 
fee is $130.  That fee raises 
more than $1 million.

The fi rst public hear-
ing on the rates is set for 7 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 12. The 
millage rate can go lower but 
cannot be raised from the 
preliminary rate.

The proposed budget calls 
for a business development/
marketing director and capital 
projects manager and for a 

Commissioners debate hiring three new managers
planning director to fi ll the 
former position of develop-
ment services director.

Vice Mayor Stuart Dodd 
said he favored a more cau-
tious approach. “We need to 
get the town in order before 
hiring an economic develop-
ment director,” he said.

Dodd said the town 
appears to need a plan-
ner/designer for the many 
capital improvement projects 
planned, but he said he wasn’t 
in favor of increasing staff 
immediately.

The business development 
and marketing position also 
includes administering an in-
centive program for business.

Dodd said he is in favor 
of the incentive program but 
doesn’t think it’s needed in 
the next year and said hiring 
marketing and capital projects 

managers could be pushed out 
to the following year.

“Let’s do some of this 
in-house,” he suggested, add-
ing, “I think the Chamber (of 
Commerce) should be doing a 
lot more of the marketing.”

Commissioner Birute 
Ann Clottey said she didn’t 
think the positions should be 
permanent. “These should be 
temporary services. Maybe 
we could contract for the 
positions for the length of the 
project.”

 “If we’re going to con-
tinue to move forward, we 
need professional expert 
services to save us money in 
the long run,” Commissioner 
Chris Vincent said. He said 
he didn’t know if town staff 
could do the additional work.

Town Manager Connie 
Hoffmann said the capital 
projects manager was ex-
tremely important “I don’t 
think we can move forward 

with capital plans without that 
manager,” she said.

Hoffmann listed several 
projects planned for next year, 
including drainage improve-
ments on Flamingo Avenue, 
Harbor Drive and Bougain-
villa Drive; improvements 
on the two eastern blocks of 
Commercial Boulevard and 
design of South A1A.

“Even to get through the 
design process, it takes some-
one to manage it,” she said.

Hoffmann said Bud 
Bentley, assistant town man-
ager, has spent an enormous 
amount of time on the North 
A1A project dealing with de-
sign changes and contractual 
issues.

Mayor Roseann Minnet 
asked if they could delay 
hiring the business develop-
ment/marketing director, and 
Commissioner Scot Sasser 
asked if it could be a tempo-
rary position, someone who

See MANAGERS on page 19

Gigi & Luca 
Pet Fair

It’s a super fun day for 
pets and owners, Saturday, 
July 30 at the Pet Boutique in 
The Shoppes of Beacon Light, 
1825 NE 24 St., Lighthouse 
Point from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The event includes pet mas-
sage, training, fi rst aid and 
CPR and other demonstra-
tions. Call 954-784-8755.
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program in existence since 
1959, according to John 
Trudel, director of parks and 
recreation. The camp teaches 
40 youngsters ages 8 to 13 the 
basics of sailing including rig-
ging, sailing into and with the 
wind and maneuvering.

The children learn and 
compete in eight-foot Op-
timist Prams, a sprit-rigged 
boat designed for children to 
sail. This year’s races were 
three laps around two buoys 
placed 150 yards apart with 
passing on the right.

This is Morris’s fourth 
year participating in the sail-
ing camp. The fi rst year in the 
program, he took fi rst place in 
the Mayor’s Cup; the second 
year he came in second. The 
third year there was no wind, 

and he came in last, explains 
Paul Morris Jr., his dad. This 
year, he’s a winner again. 
Next year he hopes to become 
a junior counselor.

“I was pretty happy 
because this was my second 
fi rst place,” says Morris. “It’s 
pretty cool to be recognized 
twice.”

The winners of the 
Mayor’s Cup will receive 
trophies at the Sept. 26 City 
Commission Meeting at 
7:30 p.m. in City Hall. The 
fi rst place winner will also 
have his name engraved on a 
plaque that hangs in the City 
Commission Chamber.

Mayor’s Cup
Continued from page 1

Young sailors prepare for races on 
waters of Lake Placid in Lighthouse 
Point.
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Team USA took the Gold Cup, 1st Place at the IWWF 
World Wakeboard Championships in Milan, Italy this last 
week.  With a fi rst place win from Noah Flegel, Daniel 
Powers, and Raimi Merritt, the other countries couldn’t 
keep up.

After four days of highly completive riding with 
26 riders in the 14-and-under division, just six made it 
into the fi nals.  It looked like a real shootout among the 
U.S.A., Australia and Italy. Flegel, a Lighthouse Point 
resident, was able to throw down one of his best passes, 
with a Dumb Dumb, KGB, Moby Dick and even a back 
540 to take the win.

Wakeboarders take the 
Gold in Milan

Sightings
A local calendar for events, 

meetings and more in North Bro-
ward County. Please email cal-
endar items to siren2415@gmail.
com or fax to 954-783-0093.

School Supplies Needed
Assumption Catholic 

Church and the LBTS Cham-
ber are sponsoring a drive 
to collect school supplies to 
get local homeless/needy ele-
mentary students off to a great 
new school year. We would 
like this to be a true commu-

nity effort throughout Lauder-
dale-By-The-Sea. Please join 
us by donating new supplies 
such as: pens, pencils, rulers, 
scissors, glue, highlighters, 
crayons, water paints, paper, 
notebooks, pocket folders, 
backpacks, calculators and 
dictionaries. Collection boxes 
are available at Assumption 
Church, LBTS Town Hall and 
the LBTS Chamber of Com-
merce/Welcome Center from 
August 1 through August 15.  

A small donation from 
each of us will make a big dif-
ference for many families. All 
materials will be given to 
local schools.

Art
“Wild fl orida” art exhibi-

tion – Broward Art Gallery at 
the Galt Ocean Shoppes, 3280 
NE 32 St. The event is free 
and open to the public. Call 
954-537-3370.

Art over the Bridge fea-
tures Atilla Lakatoush, Aug. 5 
from 8 to 10 p.m. at 9 Hibis-
cus Ave., Pompano Beach. 
Live entertainment, caricatur-
ist and sculpturist.

Hurricanes
Hurricane Info– A semi-

nar Aug. 17 from 9 to 11 a.m.,  
presented by David Bernard, 
WFOR/CBS4 Meteorolo-
gist; Chuck Lanza, Broward 
Emergency Management 
Director; Chief Oscar Llerena, 
BSO; Brooke Liddle, Ameri-
can Medical Response; Chief 
Steve Paine, Volunteer Fire 
Dept. will focus on the 2011 
hurricane season. The event 
is sponsored by the Lauder-
dale-By-The-Sea Chamber 
of Commerce. Call 954-776-
1000

Events
East Village Uncorked 

August 5, 6 to 9 p.m. - Enjoy 
over 15 restaurants featuring 
international cuisine, wine 
tastings from around the 
world in participating shops, 
artist exhibits throughout Har-
bor Village and live entertain-
ment in three locations at this 
free event open to the public. 
Various merchants will be 
hosting in-store specials and 
giveaways, interactive art 

See SIGHTINGS on page 12
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Doggie Daycare & 
Grooming Grand Opening

Wilton Manors - Doggie Daycare & Grooming, 2155 N. 
Dixie Hwy., announced today that it will be opening its doors 
for business on Aug. 3 with a ribbon cutting by Mayor Gary 
Resnick and grand opening party at 6 p.m.  

“Alan and I are very excited to bring our 12 years of experi-
ence in the pet service industry to Wilton Manors.  It’s great to 
introduce the concept of cage-free grooming and doggie day 
care to South Florida,” said Josh Meneses, who owns the busi-
ness with partner Alan Aghazadian.

With both of their experience, talents and love for animals, 
Meneses and Aghazadian are bringing a fresh approach to ani-
mal care.  Safety and cleanliness are the primary focus in their 
3000 square foot indoor dog park.

National Night Out is a 
day when Americans meet in 
communities to take a stand 
against crime. For those 
who cannot make these local 
events, it’s a night ot turn on 
the porch lights. Enjoy!

The following cities will 
host Night-Out events:

Deerfi eld Beach -National 
Night Out Against Crime will 
be held at Quiet Waters Park, 
401 S. Powerline Road, 6 to 
9 p.m. at Pavilion 10 where 
families will enjoy food, mu-
sic, children’s activities and 
the chance to win prizes.

BSO deputies will demon-
strate equipment and conduct 
Operation Medicine Cabi-
net to collect unwanted and 

Step into the night in your city
expired prescription drugs. 
Those turning in meds will 
receive a $5 gift card while 
supplies last.

The shredder truck will 
also be on hand to shred 
sensitive documents. The fi rst 
bag is free and it is $10 for 
additional bags.

This event is free and open 
to the public. For more, call 
954-571-4552

In Oakland Park, the 
Broward Sheriff’s Offi ce 
will host the annual National 
Night Out event from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2, at 
Collins Community Center at 
3900 NE Third Ave.

This year’s event will 
include a Bike Rodeo, bike 
helmets and school supplies, 

music, games, food, non-al-
coholic beverages and static 
displays. Admission is free.  

Pompano Beach – Aug. 2 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Found-
ers Park, 215 NE 4 Ave. Meet 
the Police Women of Broward, 
watch demonstrations of fi re 
rescue, Miami Dolphin Cheer-
leaders and learn new anti-
crime prevention skills. Tour 
the historical Kester Houses. 

Wilton Manors - Aug. 2 
from 7 to 10 p.m. The Wilton 
Manors Police Department 
encourages residents to hold 
outside block parties and 
cookouts to present a united 
community against crime. 
Corky Belanger, pilot

Lauderdale-by-The-Sea 
– Broward Sheriff’s Offi ce 
will celebrate National Night 
Out Against Crime from 6 
to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
at El Prado Park, 4500 El 
Mar Drive. The event brings 
residents together to stand up 
against crime, promote drug 
prevention and awareness 
and strengthen partnerships 
between law enforcement and 
the public.

Call  954-491-3920.
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Let’s Set the Record Straight
To the editor,
I am a retired federal employee who took pride in serving my country in a 

civilian capacity and I am sick and tired of being singled out by Congress as be-
ing a major cause to our country’s debt problem, nor has the defi cit been created 
by Medicare or Social Security. It was caused by greedy congressmen passing 
insane laws to benefi t their wealthy constituents in an attempt to get them-
selves reelected, everything from farm subsidies for the wealthy to treadmills 
for shrimp. The housing bubble; and two off budget wars have also contrib-
uted to the defi cit and it didn’t happen overnight. Let’s set the record straight. 
Every day, millions of federal employees in every single state make our nation 
stronger and protect America’s heartbeat. But now they are under attack. Some 
members of Congress have proposed cutting retirement benefi ts (benefi ts that 
we have paid for). Federal employees have already sacrifi ced pay to solve our 
defi cit problem.

Do not scapegoat current and retired federal employees or Social Security 
recipients for the defi cit. I guarantee you that I did not make $100,000 a year as 
some Congressmen would like the public to believe is the average salary of a 
federal employee. That is just plain false information.  In fact, I personally know 
federal retirees whose pension is below the poverty level and who are eligible to 
receive food stamps. The majority of us are living from paycheck to paycheck.

Let’s compare apples to apples. Today, more than 84 percent of federal em-
ployees work outside the Washington D.C. metropolitan area. 

On average, they are paid 22 percent less than they would be in the private 
sector in similar jobs. You don’t fi nd federal employees working in retail, 
janitorial positions and fast food resultants, etc. making minimum wage. 44.3 
percent of federal employees hold bachelor’s degrees versus just 18.7 percent in 
the private sector. They go to work every day in every state to protect and drive 
the progress of our country.

 Our federal employees ensure that our most basic needs as a society are met 
-- from the safety of the food we eat to the quality of the air we breathe. 

 Some spend their days thwarting the spread of infectious disease while oth-
ers raise the alarm whenever a storm is coming, others deliver mail regardless 
of the weather. We also tend to forget the FBI agents, CIA Agents and other 
federal law enforcement offi cers who keep us safe daily by putting their lives 
on the line. And, let’s not forget the National Forest Service Rangers that have 
recently lost their lives fi ghting forest fi res. The list goes on and on. Sadly, there 
is a growing sentiment in America that our country can do without a federal 
workforce. 

 America needs our federal employees, and we should not allow bad data to 
turn federal employees into national scapegoats.

I admit there is a lot of waste in government but remember Congress passes 
the laws that create that waste and the federal employee has to administer those 
laws.

Please join me in speaking out. Go to www.ProtectAmericasHeartbeat.org 
and tell Congress not to attack federal employees and retirees. Then send this 
e-mail message on to your friends and family! Active and retired federal em-
ployees, their families and everyone who relies on federal services needs to hear 
about this!

Bob Lemley, District 5 VP
NARFE Florida, Inc

[National Active and Retired Federal Employees] 

Urge commission to reconsider 
utility tax

To the Editor;
 There are some members of the commission who seem to think that we are 

not aware of state statute 195.207 which states “that no municipal charter may 
prohibit or limit the authority of the governing body to levy ad valorem or utility 
service taxes authorized under 167.431”

The Rescind Unfair Taxes Committee is not questioning the ability of the 
commission to impose a utility tax. We are taking our stance from the Deerfi eld 
charter 7.03 that states “the qualifi ed voters of the city shall have the power to 
require reconsideration of any adopted ordinance”. We are not claiming that you 
did not have the right to pass ordinance 2011/028 on June 7. We are hoping that 
the 5000 signatures we are submitting will help you to realize this is the wrong 
tax at the wrong time.

 With the nation on the brink of a double dip recession, this is not the time to 
burden the residents of the city with a new tax.

The administration claims this will be a more equitable distribution of the 
city’s tax burden. Wasn’t that the rationale behind the implementation of the 
Fire Assessment Fee so that everyone would pay something?

The city has published a yellow fl yer to support its passage of the utility tax. 
What this paper amounts to is a class war pitting the have’s against the have 
not’s. The carrot being held out is that the millage rate can be reduced. This can 
be done without the utility tax.

Last year the budget passed with $8 million in the undesignated reserve. This 

Broward transit system ineffi cient, 
uncomfortable and poorly run

To the Editor,
I have recently, due to a major setback. become car-less.  So I decided to try 

this “Mass Transportation” that has been advertised as the answer to traffi c. 
Well, to my surprise, it is NOT THE ANSWER.  It took me 2 hours to go 

from Atlantic Boulevard and Federal to Commercial and Nob Hill. While I 
agree it is a ways out there, that time will never get me out of a car, if I am 
lucky enough to get another one.  

Also, I was surprised at the attitude of the bus drivers.  I asked 3 drivers 
questions, since I was new to the system, that they could not either answer or 
didn’t want to bother.  Two even got upset with me because I even asked in the 
fi rst place. Two drivers were quite nice.

I called the number on the back of a schedule to fi nd out why a bus that was 
scheduled never arrived.  When the bus fi nally arrived, I asked “are you late?” 
He answered, “ I don’t know, I am only the  driver.”

I waited from 12:37 to 1:16 p.m. for a bus due every half-hour. 
Bus Stops?
This is Florida. We should all have benches and covers from the sun.
The two benches I experienced had ribbed tops of clear plastic and green 

walls with little holes in them. The plastic does not stop the sun and the pas-
senger can’t see through the little holes to see if a bus is coming. And the driver 
can’t see you waiting.

So in only three days of being car-less, I have become exasperated, hot, 
uncomfortable, and defi nitely not sold on Mass Transportation.

The county has to do a better job to sell me.
Pam Ericson

Pompano Beach

Watch Your SpeedWatch Your Speed

See UTILITY TAX on page 8
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Making a 
Difference

Phyllis J. 
Neuberger 

wants your sug-
gestions about 

people who 
are making a 

difference. Call 
954-783-8700.

The Hillsboro Lighthouse Preser-
vation Society, or HLPS, is observing 
National Lighthouse Day on Saturday, 
Aug. 13, with tours of the historic 
Hillsboro Inlet Light Station and will 
have three Amateur Radio groups on 
the site broadcasting during the day.  
That week will be National Light-
house Week with many other light-
houses doing the same.

Tours will start with shuttle boat 
trips from the Sands Harbor Hotel 
on 125 N. Riverside Dr. in Pompano 
Beach beginning at 8:45 a.m. through 
2:30 p.m.. 

HLPS Members are free, nonmem-
bers have a $15 transportation fee. No 
reservations required. Please use the 
city (pay) parking lot across the street.  
The last dates for 2011 are Sept. 10 
and Nov. 19. Major renovations to the 
tower by the Coast Guard will follow 
and will take 90 days.

For additional tour information 
visit: www.HillsboroLighthouse.org 
or e-mail to info@hillsborolighthouse.
org or call 954-942-2102.

HAM radio operators will contact lighthouses 
around the world

By Phyllis J. Neuberger

PELICAN STAFF

Boys’ State is a unique student 
exposure to state government, made 
possible by the American Legion posts 
across the nation. This year Post 142 
in Pompano Beach is proud to have 
sent fi ve high school juniors to Talla-
hassee to experience State government 
where it happens.  Four of fortunate 
students to attend Boys’ State from 
Pompano Beach High School are 
Dominic Balistreri, Marcus Mark, 
Keenen Vernon and Brendon Sands.  
Joel Brown from Pinecrest High 
School joined the group.

Boys’ State Chairperson from Post 
142 is Patricia Renneisen who says, 
“Our post raises the money right here.  
We spend about $500 per boy and that 
includes $50 for spending money. Post 
142’s Women’s Auxiliary also select-
ed and funded the expenses for three 
girls to Girls’ State this year. ”

Asked how these fortunate children 
are chosen, Renneisen explains. “Miss 
McFadden, guidance counselor at 
Pompano Beach High School recom-
mends the outstanding boys and girls. 
We interview them and make the fi nal 
choices.  We get glowing thank you 
letters from them when they return 
which makes it all worth while.”

She went on to say, “We also sent 
three girls to Girls’ State and I was 
their counselor.

It’s a wonderful program and it’s 
our gift to the community. Each of the 
boys and girls gets two college credits 

American Legion Post 142 sends fi ve to Boys’ State 
Dominic Balistreri reports on his  experience there

and I must say, it’s great for their 
resumes and  can even be a factor in 
college acceptance.  We, at Post 142, 
are all happy to volunteer our time and 
funds to this worthy cause.”

Renneisen encourages students 
who are interested in attending both 
Boys’ and Girls’ State next  year to let 
Miss McFadden, or your high school 
guidance counselor   know of your 
interest.  “We’re happy to interview 
as many candidates as the people give 
us. We wish more students were made 
aware of this opportunity.”

Asked about Dominic, she laughs 
and says, “We knew he was a perfect 
fi t.  He was already politicing when he 
showed up at the bus, loaded with boys 
headed for Boys’ State in Tallahassee. 
He brought along enough pizzas for  
every boy on the bus.  They all knew 
him before they arrived and that’s good 
when you’re running for offi ce.”

Dominic Balistreri’s seven 
days at Boys’ State

“I didn’t know it until I was se-
lected, but I am the fi fth Balistreri to 
attend the American Legion Boys’ and 
Girls’ State programs,” Dominic says.  
“My aunts Anne and Carol  went to 
Girls’ State.  My uncle Joe and my 
dad went to Boys’ State. Uncle Joe 
and Dad gave me pointers on what 

to expect so I was prepared.  I knew 
I wanted to be a senator. There are 
only 44 out of the 500 boys so I was 
prepared to campaign and came with 
posters I had made. It turned out I was 
not allowed to use them. Our dorm 
fl oors became cities with names, and 
we automatically became part of one 
of the two fi ctitious party system.”

He continues, “Dad gave me a 
large suitcase packed with snacks like 
Ritz crackers, cookies, cheese, chips, 
drink mixes, trailmix and more.  I 
became the Food Kid campaigner and 
it helped me get elected to the Sen-
ate. I based my campaign speech and 
slogan on ‘Open Food and Experi-
ence.’ I had an open door and open 
food policy.  I learned that the best 
way to get through to my constituents 
was via their stomachs.” His analysis 
got a laugh from his dad and Uncle 
Joe who were on hand for the Pelican 
interview. 

Continuing, Dominic said, “Uncle 
Joe, who is an entertainer, lent me a 
speaker system which was very popu-
lar as it was able to blast music to the 
entire fl oor. It was a fun way to wind 
down after a hard day. And it was a 
good way to identify myself.”

Classes and planned events packed 
their days from 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Dominic was elected City Commis-
sioner in the town of Good Haven by 
the second night. “Then I was elected 
County Commissioner and had the 
reputation as the kid with food and 
sound. Our city commission passed 
a laundry ordinance which helped 
our city offi cial do his job more ef-
fi ciently.  Our city of Good Haven was 
unsuccessful in blocking the building 
of an Indian casino on sovereign land.  
To solve the problem, we voted to 
install toll booths at every exit and en-
trance to collect our share of the loot.  
The City Commission also had

See AMERICAN LEGION on page 20

Jim, Dominic and Joe Balistreri pose for a photo with 
Joe Balistreri, the founder of Balistreri Realty and the 
man who began a dynasty of fans for Boys’ and Girls’ 
State, sponsored by the American Legion. [Photos by 
Phyllis J. Neuberger]

Dominic, the senator, holding forth in the 
actual Florida Senate  Chambers.

The greening 
continues

Volunteers get one more chance 
to be part of the historic landscap-
ing effort for the Sample-McDougald 
House, June 30 from 8:30 to 11:30 
a.m. at 450 NE 10 St., Pompano 
Beach. Everyone is welcome to show 
up and plant the grounds of this city’s 
historic home that will serve the com-
munity soon as a museum and educa-
tional center. The house will also be 
open for rentals for events.

Briefs

Lighthouse Day, 
Aug. 13
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year there is $1 million in that fund. Take $3 million from there 
and add it to the $1.9 million received when the city employees 
gave back 5 percent, and you have $4.9 million or the equiva-
lent of 1 mill of ad valorem tax that can be reduced.

This tax was supposed to raise $6 million — $3 million for 
millage reduction and $3 million to fl oat a $25 million revenue 
bond to improve parks and roads. The utility tax would be the 
security needed to fl oat the bond which can be passed without 
voter approval.

This is the “Wrong Tax at the Wrong Time.”
 Help us to get the commission to reconsider.

Jean M. Robb, chair person
Rescind Unfair Taxes Committee

Utility tax
Continued from page 6

By Bill Johnson

PELICAN WRITER

Ask Corky Belanger what 
he does for a living and he 
may say he sells tires. In fact, 
he is an airship pilot, one of 
four who fl y the Goodyear 
blimp out of Pompano Beach.

While Belanger’s quip 
is lighthearted, it highlights 
the fundamental purpose of 
Goodyear’s enormously suc-
cessful marketing tool. “We 

Corky Belanger, pilot pictured

The Goodyear blimp: A behemoth on the Pompano Beach 
skyline keeps at least 20 people employed to maintain it

are a tire company, and at the 
end of the day we want people 
to think about tires,” says 
Doug Grassian, the public 
relations manager in Pompano 
Beach.

Because the blimp’s han-
gar looms over Dixie High-
way, just south of Copans 
Road, almost everyone who 
lives in the area has seen the 
blimp coming or going at one 
time or another. It’s a spec-
tacle. It towers nearly 60 feet 

high, 50 feet wide and is 192 
feet long.

People – some from other 
countries – stop at the blimp 
base every day, Grassian 
says. “Wherever we bring the 
blimp, people line up.” Many 
of them would like to take a 
ride.

But one of the fi rst things 
to know is that you will not 
likely ride in the blimp. Be-
sides the pilot, there is room 
for only six passengers, and 
those seats are reserved for 
Goodyear’s major custom-
ers and others who support 
selected charities. Goodyear 
supports non-profi t organi-
zations that raise money by 
auctioning rides in the blimp.

On some days, if the 
blimp is not at a distant city, 
it may make several one-hour 

fl ights over Pompano Beach. 
You can watch take-offs and 
landings from the blimp’s 
base and information center, 
an attractive area with park-
ing and benches. The base is 
on the west side of the Air 
Park. The entrance is on NE 
5th Avenue, which runs paral-
lel to Dixie Highway on the 
east side of the railroad tracks.

This blimp, called the 
Spirit of Innovation, is one of 
three Goodyear blimps in the 
U.S. and one in China. This 
one may fl y anywhere east 
of the Rockies or to Canada 
or Mexico. It cruises along 
at 30 miles an hour, with a 
maximum speed of 50 miles 
an hour. It takes three days or 
more to fl y to New York, for 
example.

The blimp is very busy, 

which is why it requires four 
pilots.

If the weather allows it, the 

See GOODYEAR on page 12 
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Business matters The Pelican takes a look at local business owners. 
Call The Pelican to fi nd out how you can tell your 
story here because business matters. 954-783-8700.

By Phyllis J. Neuberger

PELICAN STAFF

Primetune is a unique ‘Ma/Pa’ auto 
repair shop, located at 2644 NE 5th 
Ave. in Pompano Beach.  Owners, 
Cathy and Paul Oliva are proud to be 
an Auto Value Shop.

Cathy explains that this designation 
means the work done in this shop is 
covered by a confi dence plus, nation-
wide warranty.  The husband/wife 
team holds itself to high standards, 
promising  skilled repair service to 
every car.

Where else would a customer 
give an unsolicited testimonial to a 
stranger?  Carolyn Nick was  just pay-
ing her bill when the Pelican showed 
up to interview the owners.  She had 
this to say: “ I’m a long time Prime-
tune customer. I come here for oil 
changes regularly and any other car 
problem I may encounter.  I trust them 
to do what they say they need to do.  
They’re fair and don’t take advantage 
of those in trouble.  I travel from N. 
Lauderdale to Primetune . As I drive 
here, I pass up many competitors 
because I count on this place for its 

Primetune Auto Repair offers a nationwide warranty from 
bumper to bumper, and  even does vintage car restorations

fairness and service.
Where else do friends and neigh-

bors crowd into a business offi ce for a 
chat and a cup of coffee?  Cathy keeps 
a fresh pot going all day and says, 
“Our customers become like family to 
us and our family is the same to them.  
We keep track of one another and 
share the events in our lives—both 
good and bad.”

Where else can vintage car own-
ers get their precious collector cars 
restored to running condition?  Paul 
brings his expertise to this challenge.  
He says, “Getting these cars into 
running condition is a big project and 
very time consuming so we try to hold 
the number to two a year. I just fi n-
ished putting a 1958 Cadillac Biarritz 
into mechanically running condition.  
The owner is thrilled and he can now 
drive it to local car shows.”

“We bought Primetune in 1996,” 
Cathy says.  “We were located then at 
Federal and Sample, but moved to this 
location six years ago.  We’re proud to 
be an Auto Value Shop.  As a member 
of this nationwide organization, every-
thing we do is covered by a confi dence 
plus, nationwide warranty.  Very few 

independent shops, like ours, offer 
this guarantee.  We are also certifi ed 
to perform regular scheduled mainte-
nance suggested by car manufacturers.  
Paul is an ASE Master recertifi ed tech 
and we have a second ASE certifi ed 
tech. ASE is an acronym for Automo-
tive Service Excellence.”

Primetune is also authorized by A 
C Delco which means that all Delco 
parts are guaranteed for 12 months or 
12,000 miles.

The repair shop is fi lled with cars, 
but still appears unusually clean and 
uncluttered. Cathy points out the 
carpeting beneath the cars on lifts as 
the mechanics do their work. She asks, 
“Have you ever seen mechanics work-
ing on a car with carpeting underneath 
the car? My husband hates dirt on 
the fl oor so he places clean carpeting 
under every lift while he works. We 
can’t close up at night until the fl oor is 
swept clean of every speck of dirt.”

Paul credits his expertise in fi xing 
car problems to extensive training 
and buying the right equipment. He 
says, “All vehicles are now computer 
controlled so I purchased the big 
three, Ford, Chrysler, and GM factory 
diagnostic equipment which allows 
me to diagnose problems just like the 
factory does. We don’t need to guess 
what’s wrong with any American car; 
nor do we need to guess about fi xing 
it. We get it right the fi rst time. These 
tools are invaluable and worth every 
penny we spent on them.”

He points to one wall covered with 
framed certifi cations and says, “Every 
time there’s a new course or seminar I 
take advantage of the learning offered 
and become certifi ed. “

Fred Hetu is an enthusiastic 
Primetune customer who says “Paul 
has done work on all four of my cars.  
I own two new cars and two vintage 
cars. There’s nothing Paul can’t fi x 
and you never get anything you don’t 
need from him. He’s great and I rec-
ommend him to everyone.”

Paul says this business needs 
constant education including what’s 
coming up such as hybrids and electric 
cars. He says, “I expect a big transi-
tion is coming to consumers.  This 

Cathy and Paul Oliva, owners of Primetune Auto Repair in Pompano Beach pause in front of the 
wall of Paul’s many framed recertifi cation certifi cates.

See AUTO REPAIR on page 14

Deerfi eld Beach 
Chamber Events

August 1 to 31 - 31 Days of Din-
ing in Deerfi eld - The Deerfi eld Beach 
Chamber of Commerce wants to partner 
with local restaurants to drive business 
during the month of August. Chamber 
representative, Marc Lowe, will be visit-
ing 31 restaurants in 31 days. 

To encourage diners a 10 percent- 
off coupon will be available on the 
Chamber website.   Diners will print 
the coupon and present it upon arrival 
at the restaurant. Diners will know 
which restaurant the chamber repre-
sentative is visiting each day. Call 
954- 427-1050.

Aug. 4 - 7:30 a.m. -- Breakfast 
at The Deerfi eld Beach Chamber of 
Commerce, 1601 E. Hillsboro Blvd., 
Deerfi eld Beach. Speaker is Andrew 
Duffell with the FAU Research Park 
Sponsored by  Manufacturer Direct 
Eyewear, there will be a sunglass 
fashion show. 

Everyone who attends receives a 
$25 gift certifi cate for eyewear, Call 
954- 427-1050.

Budget 
workshop set

Deerfi eld Beach - City commis-
sioners will hold their fi rst workshop 
on the proposed budget for 2011-12 
Thursday, Aug. 9, 7 p.m. in city com-

Pompano Beach 
Chamber events

Aug. 3 -Wednesday Winners group  
meet at Galuppi’s Restaurant, 1103 
N. Federal Hwy. at 11:30 a.m. Cost is 
$15 for buffett. Call 954-422-1780.

Aug. 3 -  Business with a Twist, 
an after work social at Packy’s Sports 
Bar, 4480 N. Federal hwy., Light-
house Point at 5:30 p.m. Cost is $10 
per member. Call 954-941-2940.

Aug. 5 -  “The Originals” Enter-
prise Group meets at  The Flower Cot-
tage, 300 E. Atlantic Blvd., Pompano 
Beach at 8 a.m. for breakfast. Email: 
cob3@bellsouth.net
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Rajner added that West’s 
recent statement in the Tampa 
Tribune that “People can change 
their behavior, but I can’t change 
my color,” comparing racial 
integration in the U.S. military 
and the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy, was an affront to the 
GLBT community.

While some offi cials in 
town agree that First Amend-
ment Rights prevail in all 
cases, their comments did not 
come without criticism.

Said Commissioner Julie 
Carson, “While the Wilton 
Manors Business Association 
and its members are free to 
invite speakers of their choice, 
and the City of Wilton Man-
ors provides a great venue 
for those speakers, it is ironic 
that Allen West will address 
a group of business owners, 

many of whom are GLBT, and 
others whose businesses rely 
in large part on the currency of 
the GLBT community.

“The good residents and 
business owners of Wilton 
Manors know that Allen 
West’s anti-gay, misogynistic, 
and disreputable rhetoric have 
no place in proper civil or po-
litical discourse. His extremist 
views are not refl ective of the 
soul of American Society, nor 
are they representative of the 
heart of the Wilton Manors 
business owners and residents 
who struggle to eradicate the 
very hate speech that the Con-
gressman spews.

“I will certainly be happy to 
welcome the Congressman to 
our great Island City and thank 
him for his military service to 
our country prior to his talk. 
I will seek his active support 
of our business community, 
as well as his assistance in 
continuing the fi ght for GLBT 

and all human rights. How-
ever, I will be attending an 
important City Planning and 
Zoning Meeting beginning at 7 
p.m., so I will be unable to be 
present for the event.”

City Commissioner Scott 
Newton, said “He’s our Con-
gressman. Like or dislike, he’s 
the one we have to go to for 
the U.S. government. We need 
to listen and voice our opin-
ions of what’s going on. I’d 
rather see him fi xing the mess 
[debt ceiling and budget] in 
Washington.  They tell us that 
we have to tighten our [city] 
belts, and they loosen theirs 
with a higher debt ceiling.”

Rajner, who had been in 
Washington D.C. working 
on “the implementation of a 
National HIV/AIDS strategy,” 
said he was “shocked” that 
WMBA president, Celeste El-

lich, had invited the Congress-
man to speak.

In a letter, Rajner “de-
manded” that Ellich “dis-
invite” West and added the 
following:

“Celeste, I’m demanding 
that you take a courageous 
stand of leadership for the 
rights of GLBT-Americans as 
President of the Wilton Man-
ors Business Association and 
disinvite West to your August 
8th meeting.  If not, GLBT-
community leaders and other 
social justice advocates will:

Call for your resignation;
Call on businesses to 

disavow the Wilton Manors 
Business Association for plac-
ing profi ts ahead of human 
rights; and

Call on the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender-
community to boycott any and 

all businesses who are mem-
bers of the Wilton Manors 
Business Association, includ-
ing GLBT-owned businesses 
willing to put profi ts ahead of 
human rights.”

On Thursday, Congress-
man West sent an email to 
Ellich stating his concerns 
about a “boycott  . . . to hurt 
hard-working small business 
owners only because an as-
sociation wants to be better 
informed on business related 
issues that are taking place in 
Washington, DC.”

We added, “I want to 
request that you [Ellich] take 
the necessary steps to ensure 
the format is focused on the 
Wilton Manors Business As-
sociation members.”

Ellich did not return calls or 
emails. The Pelican was unable 
to reach Congressman West.

West
Continued from page 1
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and Friday, Aug. 12, at 5 p.m. 
But members of the panel will 
being their work Thursday 
at noon and according to the 
Institute’s Executive Director 
Carla Coleman, will “work 
into the night” returning the 
next morning for a day long 
session.

A similar study was done 
recently in Deerfi eld Beach 
where the panel envisioned a 

new future for Sullivan Park 
and the east end of the Cove 
Shopping Center. Their ideas for 
creating a “marine village” will 
be presented in full at the next 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency meeting Aug. 16.

In Pompano’s WCRA, the 
task is to develop a public/pri-
vate strategy that brings in 
viable mixed uses developed 
over time, to fi nd ways to 
encourage capital investment, 
to consider residential and 
retail development all with an 
eye on potential impacts to the 

Broward County Transit Cen-
ter, already in place, historic 
preservation and the future 
public library, civic building 
campus at Pompano Beach 
City Hall.

“The real challenge is to 
not stuff too much stuff into 
a day and a half,” Coleman 
said. “These are not meant to 
be full feasibility studies.”

On the panel will be Neis-
en Kasdin, a former mayor of 
Miami Beach and now vice 
chair of the Miami Down-
town Development Authority; 
Thomas R. Kohler, principal 
at RERC Strategic Advisors 
in Orlando; Douette Pryce, 
President of Pryce Resources 
LLC in Sewalls Point, FL; 
Bruce W. Retzsch, principal 

at RLC Architects in Boca 
Raton; Tony Trella, a devel-
opment consultant and presi-
dent of The Meranth Com-
pany, Deerfi eld Beach; Surie 
Yaffar, principal, Zyscovich 
Architects, Miami; and an not 
yet named developer skilled 
in small scale, neighborhood 
retail development.

Coleman, a resident of 
Pompano Beach, has headed 
up the Urban Land Institute, 
or ULI, for more than seven 
years. Regional offi ces are in 
Lighthouse Point where she 
operates with a staff of two 
out of a tiny space. “We are 
lean and mean,” she said.

Her region extends from 
Indian River County through 
Miami-Dade and into the Ca-
ribbean.  The ULI is funded 
by its 700 members.

Coleman calls it a “white 
hat” organization that brings 
together private interests to 

MLK
Continued from page 1

determine the best uses for 
land. “I love this job. l There 
is something different every 
day,” she said. The ULI also 
exists to educate, but not 
lobby. When the state’s new 
growth management law was 
pending during the last legis-
lative session, Coleman held 
two information sessions on 
the new law and the changes 
that could be expected. “As 
an organization, we did not 
take a stand, but we tried to 
get a handle on it,” she said.

In several months, a full 
report of the MLK study 
will be produced and posted 
on the ULI website. In the 
meantime, the panel will hit 
the highlights of the fi ndings 
at Friday’s public meeting.

Advertise with 
The Pelican 
954-783-8700
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Advertise in The Pelican for coverage 
in nine 

North Broward cities. 
Call 954-783-8700.

nance requirements, when-
ever the blimp takes off, the 
maintenance crew takes off 
as well – a caravan of sorts. 
Each operation includes a 
large bus, a tractor-trailer rig 
and a passenger van. They 
may be needed at any time for 
maintenance on the blimp or 
the electronic equipment.

Learning to fl y the blimp 
is very different from learn-
ing to fl y an airplane. Unlike 
an airplane, which has two 
sets of controls, the blimp 
has only one set of controls, 
which makes training more 
cumbersome and time con-
suming. An experienced pilot 
may take a year of training in 
the Goodyear blimp before 
being certifi ed by the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

Flying it is also very dif-
ferent from fl ying an airplane. 
Pilot Corky Belanger, of 
Boynton Beach, explains 
that frequent changes in the 
atmosphere or weather condi-
tions cause the helium to get 
heavier or lighter, so constant 

adjustments must be made. At 
times, pilots must use much 
force to maneuver the behe-
moth. Like a battleship, it 
doesn’t turn on a dime.

The blimp provides the 
type of fl ying that Corky 
Belanger enjoys most.  His 
dad was a Goodyear pilot, and 
he grew yup around blimps. 
He never wanted to be “a 
bus driver.” Slamming the 
door on a couple of hundred 
passengers in a commercial 
airliner fl ying at 32,000 feet 
never appealed to him. “I 
like fl ying low and slow,” he 
says. “ I see the world from a 
whole different aspect.”

He will happily carry on 
the Goodyear promotional 
campaign that began in 1925 
– fl ying this helium-fi lled 
billboard in the sky. Pub-
lic relations manager Doug 
Grassian, who lives in Coral 
Springs, points out that this is 
one form of advertising that 

has not been overtaken by 
the rapid-pace communica-
tion of the social media, such 
as MySpace, Facebook and 
twitter. “The blimp is an old 
idea. It doesn’t go fast and 
it’s not immediate,” he says. 
After 86 years, the blimp is 
indeed an old idea – but one 
that remains extraordinarily 
effective.

Goodyear
Continued from page 8

the TV networks for the aerial 
coverage, but, of course, the 
company gains visibility and 
promotional credit in return.

Maintaining the blimp in 
Pompano Beach is a major in-
vestment for the company. Be-
sides the four pilots, a ground 
crew of 16 is needed to main-
tain the blimp and to launch 
and land it. The company leases 
about 32 acres of land at the Air 
Park and, according to Steven 
Rocco, the Air Park manager, 
Goodyear pays approximately 
$65,000 a year.

In simplest terms, the 
blimp is a helium-fi lled bal-
loon with engines burning 
aviation fuel to propel it.

Because of the mainte-

blimp is in action almost all the 
time. One of its most visible 
locations is over high-profi le 
sports events – NASCAR races, 
football, baseball and basketball 
games, providing overhead 
video of the locations.

The blimp is equipped 
with sophisticated equipment 
to operate an electric sign 
with commercial messages 
and to provide high-defi ni-
tion pictures for television. 
Goodyear donates about half 
those messages to charitable 
organizations. Grassian, the 
Goodyear spokesman, says 
the company doesn’t charge 

projects, and more!  Win a 
$50 shopping spree! Pick-up a 
Discovery Tour Guide at par-
ticipating merchants in Harbor 
Village, Atlantic Square 
Shopping Center or at the 
CRA information booth. Free 
Parking is available. Event 
is located just west of the 
Intracoastal on East Atlantic 
Boulevard in Pompano Beach. 

Sightings
Continued from page 4

See SIGHTINGS on page 17
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By Malcolm McClintock

PELICAN STAFF

“My family has been serv-
ing authentic Chinese food 
in South Florida since 1966,” 
says a perpetually beaming 
Christina Wan. 

The friendly Hong Kong 
native is proudly uphold-
ing a long standing familial 
tradition that has, over the 
past half century, spawned 
successful eateries in Miami, 
North Miami Beach, Holly-
wood and Fort Lauderdale.

The soft ambient lighting, the 
woodsy overtones of the chairs 
and banquettes, the traditional 
Chinese artwork , the sooth-
ing warmth of the champagne 
colored walls and the impec-
cable cleanliness of the locale all 
coalesce to create a sophisticated 
and elegant  ambiance without 
the infl ated prices to match.

“I opened this place on 
Federal Highway about 6 1/2 
years ago with the help of my 
husband Jason,” says Wan 
while surveying the opulent, 
fully-stocked bar and tastefully 

Fort Lauderdale’s Christina Wan’s restaurant serves 
up traditional Chinese cuisine in elegant setting

Christina Wan’s
664 N. Federal Hwy 

(Shoppes at Victoria Park)
Fort Lauderdale, FL 

954-527-0228
Lunch:  

11:30 am – 3 pm (Mon-Sat)
Dinner:

3 pm – 10 pm (Mon-Th), 
10:30 pm (Fr-Sat)

4 pm – 10 pm (Sun)
 www.christinawans.com

decorated landscape of her res-
taurant. “He does the cooking 
while I take care of the front of 
the house.”

Although originally from 
Vietnam, husband and co-
owner Jason has honed his 
Chinese culinary skills under 
the tutelage of Christina’s 
father. The Saigon born Chef 
is now the artist responsible 
for producing the mouthwa-
tering masterpieces that keep 
customers coming back again 
and again.

Located near downtown 

Christina Wan, the smiling face of her Fort 
Lauderdale eatery, shows off a few classic 
Chinese delicacies.

[Above]: Tasty appetizers: 
pork dumplings and juicy 
barbecue ribs are just some of 
the popular starters offered at 
Christina Wan’s.

[Above]:Bursting with flavor, the 
Crystal Shrimp are loaded with healthy 
veggies.  Left]: These curry infused Sin-
gapore Noodles overfl ow with shrimp, 
chicken, pork and vegetables.

See Christina Wan’s on page 16



 14   The Pelican Friday, July 29, 2011

“It has been a lot of work 
by a lot of people and a great 
day for us,” said John Jurgle, 
Pompano Beach Assistant 
Fire Chief.

On Thursday, city offi -
cials, residents and fi re fi ght-
ers broke ground for Fire 
Station 11, 109 N. Ocean 
Blvd. replacing the origi-
nal station that has served 
the beach area since 1957. 
Station 11 represents the 
11th fi re station in Broward 
County.

No. 11 Station to get new 
digs on the beach

The Two –story, 13,204 
Sq. Ft. building will have 
three bays for engines and a 
living, working area.

Fire Station 11 is de-
signed to withstand a 
Category 5 hurricane and 
will be LEED certifi ed, a 
category of buildings that 
are designed with specifi c 
environmental and effi ciency 
elements.

The $2.7 million construc-
tion, and it is expected to be 
operational within a year.

Rendering of Fire Station No. 11, built to withstand a Category 5 hurricane

new technology will present 
new challenges which we 
are fully prepared to meet.  I 
think we will see charging 
stations in private homes, and 
spaced along interstate high-
ways, rest stops and eventu-
ally along main roadways.  
Consumers will be surprised 
to fi nd that these new ve-
hicles are as peppy as gas 

driven cars.  The demands for 
fossil fuels will decrease and 
the price of gas will really 
drop.  It’s the old rule of sup-
ply and demand.”

Cathy and Paul are on 
hand fi ve days a week.  
“Weekends are family time 
spent with our two sons.” 
Cathy says.  “Paul Jr. is 15 
and Kyle is 12.  Both boys 
want to work here when they 
can on school holidays. Paul 
is starting them at the bot-

Auto Repair
Continued from page 9

tom fi xing stock in the parts 
department and cleaning the 
shop.  I’m very busy running 
this offi ce but I still make 
time to volunteer for His 
House Children’s Home in 
Miami Gardens.  Right now, 
I’m hitting on friends and 
customers to help me fi ll 60 
backpacks for the kids head-
ing back to school.”

For car repair information 
Call 954-785-7779 Mon. to 
Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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for people coming off ad-
dictions. He does not accept 
court-ordered clients nor 
those institutionalized under 
the Baker Act. He does not 
accept sexual predators. Cost 
of care at The Florida House 
runs $15,000 a month and 
clients stay for periods of 30 
days to a year.

He runs a special program 
for professional people: doc-
tors, lawyers, pilots.  “These 
people are not monsters. 
They are your son, or daugh-
ter,” Abu-Moustafa said.

The Florida House already 
offers detox treatment using 
other facilities in the area. 
After the three-day detox, the 
clients come to Florida House 
to complete their rehab.

Before he paid Carlos 
Sanchez, owner of the cigar 
store and smoking club $1.3 
million for his property, Abu-
Moustafa checked with the 
Planning and Zoning Depart-
ment to insure he met all 
regulations for expanding his 
campus. He was told a sub-
stance abuse treatment center 
is a permitted use of the B-2 
zone. So he had $100,000 in 
design work done and is be-
ginning the process of getting 
detox certifi cation from the 
state, “a very strict process.”

Senior Planner Marcia 
Stevens confi rms that the de-
tox cener is a permitted use, 
but said that Abu-Moustafa 
also has to meet all the other 
qualifi cations of the code. In 
this case, the planning board 
turned down his site plan tak-
ing their cues from the Land 
Development Code which 
speaks to neighborhood com-
patibility. “It can be applied 
to any situation, Stevens 
said.”It is a long standing 
part of the Land Use Code.”

The 7,000 square-foot 
building backs up to four or 
fi ve single-family homes on 
SE 5 street and SE 5 Court 
and is buffered by a fence 
and dense foliage.

 “I am willing to accom-
modate any concerns,” he 
said of the neighbors’ fears. 
He has already agreed to 
eliminate an outdoor patio 
because of the protest.  “You 
think I want unhappy neigh-
bors? I’ll work with the com-
munity,” he said.  “I’ll make 
it beautiful”

Abu-Moustafa built The 

Florida 
House

continued from page 1

Florida House from three 
separate properties, one re-
tail, two residential,  that had 
been troublesome spots for 
local law enforcement. Since 
he arrived here 10 years ago 
from Boston as an addict 
himself, he acquired each 
parcel, all in the 500 block 
of S. Federal Highway. One 
of the commercial spots has 
become JoJo’s Café and is 
open to the public.

The irony for Abu-
Moustafa, 42, is that he has 
operated The Florida House 
with little fanfare for years. 
“No one even knows what 
this is,” he said. In those 
years, he has made major 
improvements and today the 
buildings are well tended, the 
landscaping lush, the pool fi t 
for a resort.

The Florida House can 
accommodate 80 clients and 
about the same number of 
people are employed there 
including his wife Robin, 
who is the clinical director, 
and a number of psychiatrist, 
psychologists, clinicians and 
nurses.  “Our clients don’t 
come here for the sun and 
fun, they come because we 
are a respected facility,” 
Abu-Moustafa said.

But the ‘No Detox Facility 
in my Neighborhood’ Face-
book page created to gather 
support against his proposed 
facility continues to mention 
drug dealers. Writes Gina 
Dallen …”drug dealers come 
around and stash drugs for 
the addicts.” And JW Dooley 
said, “I don’t want to gamble 
my child’s safety because 
you need a place to detox.”

”They are stuck with the 
same record,” Abu-Moustafa 
said. “They are creating Fred-
dy Krueger and Elm Street. A 
detox center is the last place 
to fi nd drugs.”

He wishes his neighbors 
and city commissioners 
would come and visit. So far, 
only Mayor Peggy Noland 
has taken a tour of his cam-
pus. Abu-Moustafa thinks she 
was impressed with his op-
eration, but the mayor could 
not be reached for comment 
at press time. “My door is 
open,” he said.

If the city commission 
turns down his detox site 
plan, Abu-Moustafa says he 
will not go away. “I will sue 
the city. It can buy the prop-
erty and pay my lost wages… 
The city gave me permission. 
It is my legal right. I am not 
someone who takes his ball 
and goes home.”

Florida House in Deerfi eld beach
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Fort Lauderdale, Christina 
Wan’s not only enjoys the 
patronage of area residents but 
also many local celebrities, 
judges, lawyers and busi-
ness people in general. “Our 
customers like us because we 
have a very friendly environ-
ment,” adds Wan who greets 
all her regular patrons by their 
fi rst names.

The hereditarily industri-
ous restaurateur presents 
a menu that encompasses 
specialties from the various 
culinary regions of China. 
Sinophiles will deeply relish 
the plethora of Cantonese, 
Szechuan and Mandarin spe-
cialties on hand. 

Many guests begin a meal 
with a tasty soup such as 
wonton, egg drop or chicken 
corn. It is also worth noting 
that Christina Wan’s serves an 
outstanding hot & sour soup 
which is generally considered 
the hallmark of a high quality 
Chinese restaurant.

On the appetizer front, a 
few dim-sum offerings such 
as pork, shrimp or vegetarian 
dumplings are fun items to 
share amongst friends. “We 
hand-make our dumplings. It 
takes more time and work but 
they are truly excellent,” says 
the affable proprietor.

Other classic starters 
include honey garlic chicken 
wings, satay beef, tenderloin 
pork slices and the famously 
delectable barbecue ribs.

With regard to entrees, 
Christina Wan’s delivers a 
wealth of highly prized delica-
cies. Be it Mandarin scallion 

beef, Mu Shu pork, sweet & 
sour crispy chicken, Cantonese 
roast duck, spicy garlic shrimp 
or fried tilapia with Szechuan 
sauce, the options are as plenti-
ful as they are varied.

“Our black pepper scal-
lops are very popular but my 
favorite dish is the orange beef. 
We make it the traditional way. 
It is hard to fi nd it as crispy and 
fl avorful as ours,” says Wan 
with a knowing smile.

“Everything is made fresh 
in house. We make our own 
dough, batter our own chick-
en and make all of our sauces. 
Our food is very light and fl a-
vorful because it is made the 
traditional way,” adds Wan 
who also offers a low-carb 
menu for health-conscious 
customers.

Served with vegetable 
spring roll and jasmine rice, 
lunch specials such as lemon 
grass chicken, shrimp in lobster 
sauce or pepper beef start at 
$7.95. Sunset dinners include 
soup for $12. Regular entrees 
are in the $9-$16 range. Beer 
is $3.50, wine glasses $5 and 
bottles begin at $19.

There is ample free parking.
All major credit cards are ac-
cepted and delivery is available. 
Large groups are welcomed and 
catering is also offered.

For an authentic, afford-
able and elegant Chinese din-
ing experience in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale, the family 
run Christina Wan’s is an op-
tion that should always be at 
the top of one’s list.

Malcolm McClintock holds 
an MBA and has lived in Thai-
land, Spain, France, Mexico, 
Canada and the US where he 
has developed a deep apprecia-

Restaurant 
Continued from page 13
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 Oakland Park – Seven 
residents were appointed to a 
newly formed Charter Review 
Board at the July 20 City 
Commission meeting.

The board will exist for a 
term of 15 months and con-
duct a minimum of two public 
hearings. The board will fi le a 
report of its recommendations 
[of charter changes] with the 
City Commission no later than 

New faces, new boards appointed to give advice in Oakland Park
the end of the twelfth month. 
After 15 months, the board 
will sunset and cease to exist.

Named to the board by 
commissioners were: D’Aun 
Clark, Jack Doren, William 
Sears, Layne Dallett Walls, 
Daniel West and Joanne 
Darling. City Manager John 
Stunson appointed Caryl 
Stevens.

Clark is a senior attorney 
with the offi ce of the chief 
counsel for the Internal Rev-
enue Service in Plantation; 

Doren, a retired psychologist, 
chairs the city’s Planning & 
Zoning Board and  Sears is 
a retired electrical engineer 
with FPL.

West is a former hospital 
CEO with Cornerstone Health 
Group in Houston, Texas; 
Stevens is employed by RMS 
Accounting; and Darling is a 
consultant with Comp Health 
and a Realtor.

Walls, owner of Aerko 
International, was a city com-
missioner for 12 years and 
mayor for three years.

Stevens was a commis-
sioner for 16 years, serving 
four years as mayor. 

Thirteen residents applied 
for the seats.

Six members retain 
seats on School 
Advisory Board

Commissioners re-ap-
pointed the six members of 
the city’s School Advisory 
Board.

They are Tom Glaser; 
Layne Dallet Walls, Lewis 

Naylor, Eddie Murphy, 
Patrick Brochu and Bernardo 
Ramos.

Glaser is a teacher at 
Mater Academy Charter High 
School, Miami-Dade County; 
Walls, owner of Aerko In-
ternational in Oakland Park; 
Naylor, Realtor/owner, Neal-
tor Realty, Inc., Oakland Park.

Murphy is pastor of St. 
Andrews WMC, Fort Lau-
derdale; Brochu, director of 
marketing and events, Kawa 
Orthodontics, Boca Raton; 
and Ramos, security offi cer, 
Hilton Fort Lauderdale Beach 
Resort, Fort Lauderdale.

Purpose and duties of the 
board are to advise the city 
commission on all issues 
relating to educational matters 
which impact the quality of 
education for city residents or 
will impact education facili-
ties in the city.

Members serve for one-
year terms. Nine residents 
applied for the positions. Each 
commissioner appoints one 
member, and the city manager 

appoints one.

Beautifi cation 
Advisory Board

Commissioners also 
named two residents to the 
Beautifi cation Advisory 
Board to replace two mem-
bers who resigned.

Appointees are Gary 
Lanham, a real estate broker 
and president of Real Estate 
Recovery; and Douglas B. 
Weisz, director of marketing 
and operations for Air Ambu-
lance Professionals.

This committee recom-
mends plans to the City 
Commission to improve the 
general health, sanitation, 
safety and cleanliness of the 
city. Members encourage and 
recommend placing, plant-
ing and preservation of trees, 
fl owers and shrubbery on 
public and private proper-
ties. They review and make 
recommendations on all city 
landscape projects related to 
enhancing city parks, build-
ings and rights of way when 
costs exceed $5,000.

Visit pompanobeachcra.com 
or call 954.786.7824 for more 
details.

Pompano Beach, Sum-
mertime Green Market, 
Every Saturday 9:00 am to 
2:00 pm at Founders Park 
N.E. 3 Ave. & 2nd. St. Call 
954-461-3385

Green Market, Wilton 
Manors, Saturdays and 
Sundays at Hagen Park 2020 
Wilton Drive from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. fresh produce, inter-
national baked goods, herbs/
spices, doggie treats, pickles, 
jams, infused vinegars, pasta 
and more. Call 954-531-5383. 

Clubs
Democratic Women’s 

Club is co-chairing the State 
Convention, Sept. 15 to 18. At 
the Hilton Deerfi eld Beach, 
100 Fairway Drive, Deerfi eld. 
To participate as delegates or 
alternates call Maggie David-
son at 954-942-8711.

Sightings
Continued from page 12
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The Pelican. 954.783.8700

HELP WANTED
BECOME A CERTIFIED 
Professional Life Coach In 4 
Days/20 Hours.  Course $795.  
Call For More Information 
954-478-3516 Or E-mail 
lifecoachclasses@gmail.com. 
New Life Coach Academy 
Inc.  7-29

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E 
ASSISTANT For Property 
Management Firm.  Data 
Entry, Client Contact, Assist 
Executive. FT/PT. 954-772-
7012.   8-5

CERTIFIED HVAC TECH 
– 40 Hours – 7:30 To 3:30. Good 
Benefits. Duties Also Include 
Property Maintenance.  Willing 
To Travel To Georgia. DFWP. Fax 
Resume To 954-783-6523.    8-5       

SEEKING 
EMPLOYMENT

I WILL RUN ERRANDS 
– Available Days! English 
Speaking. Reliable. Have Own 
Car. Please Call 954-309-2466.   
7-29

ADULT AIDE- Care For The 
Sick Or Elderly. Live In Or 
Out! 14 Years Experience. 
Honest, Reliable, References. 
Please Call 954-548-1738.   
7-29

SERVICES 
R E T I R E D  P L U M B I N G 
CONTRACTOR Looking For 
Work. No Job Too Small. Free 
Estimates. CFC 027532. Low 
Rates. 954-496-6420.   7-29

E M E R A L D  I R I S H 
CLEANING – Est. 20 Yrs. 
English Speaking. Cleaning 
Supplies. Hand Scrubbed 
Floors. SPECIAL!! 3 Hrs $55 -  
4 Hrs $70. Service Guaranteed. 
www.emeraldirishcleaning.
com. 954-524-3161. You Will 
Do An Irish  Jig. 7-29

HOME/OFFICE REPAIRS 
By State Certified G.C. 
Reasonable. CGC025802. 
More Information Call 954-
815-1007.

GINGERS HOUSEKEEPING 
– 20 Years Experience. 
( L i c e n s e d )  R e f e re n c e s 
Available! Honest & Reliable. 
Love To Clean Windows! 
Help Organize – No Problem. 
Free Estimates. 954-200-4266.  
8-12

HANDYMAN SERVICES -  
Commercial And Residential. 
No Job Too Small. Insured. 
Free Estimates. Call For More 
Information 305-562-0632.  
8-5

VISION ELECTRIC INC – 
Licensed/Insured. Unbeatable 
Prices! No Job Too Small. 
#EC13002184….Call 954-274-
4513.   8-12

CALL BRENDAN THE 
HANDYMAN!!! Construction 
& Repairs. .  Carpentry, 
Plumbing, Roofi ng, Masonry, 
Windows, Painting, Decking, 
Tile. Free Estimates. 954-773-
6134. Emergency Calls.  8-12

Classifi eds Call 954-545-0013

FA U X  F I N I S H E S  B Y 
BRENDA!! Quality Work. 
Dependable. Detail Oriented. 
Clean!! Call For FREE 
Estimate At 954-970-8161.  
8-12

GOT JUNK?  DUMP TRUCK 
– CLEANUPS ,  Trees/
Landscape, Yard Fill. Paint/
Pressure Wash/ Roofs/Home 
Repairs – Welding, Etc. Dave 
954-818-9538.  7-29

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

New GREEN technology. New 
defroster control saves energy in 
home refrigerators, commercial 
chillers. Patented. All optical. 
Simple mfg. Strategic partners 
needed..www.NewAvionics.Com. 
954-568-1991. 

MUSICIANS 
WANTED

The American Legion Symphonic 
Band is now accepting new members 
for the 2011-2012 season. College 
age to “seasoned seniors” are 
welcome.  Rehearsals are held on 
Wed. evenings at American Legion 
Post 142 in Pompano.

Percussionists, euphonium and 
clarinet players are especially 
needed.  If you enjoy “making 
music,” call Jim McGonigal, 
Music Director at 954-647-0700 
for more info.

TOWNHOMES 
FOR RENT

POMPANO BEACH 2/2 – 1100 
SQ FT. Community Pool, 
Upgraded, Amenities. $1250 
Per Month. Lake Bridge 
Community. Large Deck. 954-
605-0207.   7-29

HOMES FOR 
SALE

LEISUREVILLE $115,888 
– ATTACHE MODEL. Garage, 
Front Porch. Very Private. 2 
Active Clubs & Heated Pools. 
FREE Golf. New Water & 
Sewer System. 55+. Realty 
3000. 561-866-3839.  8-5

BEACH AREA
POMPANO – DEERFIELD 
– STUDIO & 1 BEDROOMS 
– Furnished & Unfurnished. 
All Utilities Included. Starting 
At $775 & Up. Pool, Laundry 
Room On Premises. 954-608-
7368.   7-29

WONDERFUL BEACH LIVING! 
3217 NE 9 Street, 1 bedroom 
Apartment, swimming pool, garden. 
$1080 includes electric/water/
sewers/trash/Direct TV, Section 8? 
954-261-8700. 7-29   

CO-OP SALES
POMPANO BEACH  1/1 On 
Water, Dockage Available At 
Your Door. $59,500. Coldwell 
Banker – Barbara – 954-629-
1324.   8-5

CONDOS FOR 
SALE

POMPANO BEACH – SEA 
HAVEN CONDOS 1 & 2 
B e d ro o m s .  Wa t e r f ro n t 
– 2 Blocks Beach. Covered 
Parking. Security. Heated 
Pool. Screened Balcony. From 
$115K. Coldwell Banker. 954-
629-1324.  8-19

CONDOS FOR 
RENT

D E E R F I E L D  B E A C H 
Waterfront Furnished 2/2, 
Huge Balcony. Awesome View! 
Heated Pool, Cable, Covered 
Parking. No Pets Or Realtors. 
Good Credit Required. Annual 
$1100. Call 631-885-3342.  
7-29

PINES OF DELRAY NORTH 
- $950 Monthly. 2/2 Condo. 
M a n n e d  G a t e .  C l e a n , 
Unfurnished. W/D In Unit. 
Basic Cable Included. 2 Active 
Clubs & Heated Pools. 1200 
sq ft. Realty 3000….561-866-
3839. 7-29

POMPANO BEACH – Sea 
Haven Condo. 1 & 2 Bedrooms. 
Waterfront – 2 Blocks Beach. 
Covered Parking. Security, 
Heated Pool. Screened Balcony. 
From $800. Coldwell Banker 
954-629-1324. 8-19 Box Bold.

DEERFIELD BEACH 2/2 
Corner Unit. New A/C, Pool, No  
Pets Or Realtors. Good Credit 
Required. Annual $825/$850. 
Call 631-885-3342.   7-29

APTS FOR RENT
DEERFIELD/POMPANO 
BEACH 1 BR & 2 BR APTS 
FOR RENT. Remodeled,  Paint, 
Tile, Etc. W & D On Site. Pool.  
Pet Friendly. Call  George 954-
809-5030.   7-29

POMPANO MCNAB RD & NE 
18 AVENUE – 1 & 2 Bedrooms 
Furnished/Unfurnished. $700 
- $900 And Up. Pool, Tile 
Floors. Central A/C. 954-610-
2327.  7-29

P O M P A N O  A 1 A 
A P A R T M E N T S  & 
EFFICIENCIES Starting At 
$269.  Includes Utilities, WIFI, 
Maid Service, W/D, BBQ, 
Pool Access. Pay Weekly Or 
Monthly. 954-943-3020 Ext 
O. 8-5

POMPANO: BEACH PADS 
FOR RENT! Tasteful ly 
F u r n i s h e d  1 - B e d r o o m 
Apartments Steps From 
The Beach. These Charming 
Apartments Are On The 
Barrier Island In Pompano, 
Less Than A Block From The 
Intracoastal And The Beach 
And Cooled By Breezes From 
Both! Also Walking Distance To 
Newly Renovated Downtown 
Beach Area On Atlantic 
Blvd. Laundry Facilities On 
Premises. Utilities, Wifi & 
Cable Included! Annual & 
Monthly. Call Pax Properties 
At 954-603-8857 Or 888-729-
4948.   7-29

POMPANO BEACH 1/1 Or 
Effi ciency. ½ Block To Beach - 
$775/$475 Per Month. 239-898-
4799 For More Information. 
7-29

POMPANO BEACH 2/1 
Renovated. 1 Block Off 
Federal. Walk To Beach. Close 
To Schools & Shops.  No Pets. 
Call 954-781-4072.  7-29

POMPANO BEACH 1 Or 2 
Bedroom  E OF FEDERAL 
– Tiled,  10’ Overhang. Walk 
To  Everything. Park At Your 
Door.   From $700 Month. 954-
254-6325.   8-12

POMPANO BEACH  -  1/1 & 
2/1 Apartments…. Pool. Walk 
To Shopping!  Off Federal 
Highway!   No Dogs.  Robert 
954-857-5207.….1960 NE 48 
St.   7-29

POMPANO GARDENS - $795 
– 1/1 - $200 Deposit. Nice Area 
– Minutes To Beach – Pet OK. 
Please Call 954-515-2554. 8-5

POMPANO BEACH 1/1 NW 
$650 –  SW 1/1 $725 – 2/1 
$925 – 2/1 NE $950 – TH 2/1.5 
$1095 – All FREE Water. Rent 
+ $70 Mov-U-In.  954-781-
6299.   7-29

POMPANO BEACH  1 & 2 
Bedroom From $495. Easy Move-
in.  ½ OFF DEPOSIT.  Remodeled. 
Great Location. 954-783-1088 For 
More Info.   8-12 

STUDIOS – 
EFFICIENCIES

DEERFIELD BEACH A1A 
– Live at the beach off season. 
Effi ciencies available for $300 
Weekly, pay as you go, no 
deposit or security, cable, pool, 
laundry, wireless. Ocean Villa 
954-427-4608.  8-12

OUTDOOR 
STORAGE

D E E R F I E L D  B E A C H 
OUTDOOR STORAGE For 
Boats, RV’s, Commercial 
Vehicles & More. Call Chris 
At 954-520-1777.

COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

POMPANO COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SPACES Available. 
Ranging From As Low As $500 
To $700 Depending On Square 
Footage. Please Call Darci At 954-
783-3723.  8-5

H I G H  Q U A L I T Y 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE SPACE 
– 204-368 Sq Ft – Utilities 
Included – Shared Conference 
Room – Flexible Lease Terms. 
Call John 866-526-1820.   8-5

POMPANO BEACH FOR 
RENT – Small Drive Up 
Warehouse – Your Best Deal 
In Pompano. Only $232 Per 
Month. Scott At 954-946-
4087.   8-19

DOCK FOR RENT
POMPANO  DEEP WATER 
Dock off ICW. Just N of Atlantic 
Blvd. Up to 13’ beam x 38’, 10 
minutes from  inlet. Security, 
water, electric, new dock & 
seawall. No fi xed bridges. No 
live-a-boards, beautiful setting. 
954-942-2424. 8-5 

MUSICAL ITEMS
BABY GRAND PIANO - $1,200 
FIRM. CALL 954-783-8700.

ORGAN for SALE – Excellent 
condition. $400. Call 954- 295-
0194.

ANTIQUES
WANTED OLD ORIENTAL 
R U G S  –  I M M E D I AT E 
Maximum CASH. Call 954-
561-5333 Anytime. Oriental 
Rug Palace. 3000 N Federal 
Hwy. Ft Lauderdale.

SCOOTER
2008 SCOOTER 150cc Qlink.  
70 original miles. $1950 Firm. 
Call 954-691-7646 in Pompano 
Beach for more information.   
8-5

Shhh!
The babies are already 

nesting. Watch your step 
on the beach. It’s turtle 
season in South Florida
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is a catalyst to bring in the right business. 
Hoffmann said marketing is a lot about building relation-

ships and trust. She couldn’t see bringing on a temporary staff 
person to do that. An option is to do it by contract. “Then if it’s 
not paying off, it’s easier to say this goes away.”

As far as business development, she said her impression 
is the commissioners want to bring in additional retailers and 
hoteliers and help those already in town.

“I need clear direction. I need clear consensus on what you 
want. It’s like we take two steps forward and one back.” Hoff-
mann said.

Sasser said he would like to go with contracts “to test the 
effi cacy” of the plans. “I’d like to take one step forward but not 
three back,” he said.

Minnet said she had no problem with contracts. “Let’s take 
baby steps.”

Commissioners agreed to go ahead with contracts for the 
marketing position and business development. Hoffmann said 
she sees the business development positions as two contracts, 
one for retail and one for hotel. “We have very specifi c needs. I 
would rather buy specifi c expertise.”

Sasser said he would like a pilot program, “not an open 
checkbook.” 

Attorney fees
City commissioners agreed to a 10 percent cut in attorney fees, 

after Mayor Minnet called for a $50,000 reduction. Town Attorney 
Susan Trevarthen currently operates with a $350,000 budget.

Hiring a planning director could reduce some of her costs, 
Trevarthen told the commission. She has developed forms to 
minimize legal reviews and her fi rm has not changed its rate 
structure.

Hoffmann said now that “some kinks have been ironed out,” 
she would be open for a retainer with the town attorney rather 
than the hourly rate. “I cannot control legal expenditures. There 
needs to be some avenue to control that, since we’re on an 
hourly basis,” she said.

 “We should have some of the responsibility over this,” 
Sasser said. “We can manage below what’s budgeted. When 
we make decisions, I’d appreciate it if we didn’t go over old 
ground.”

When the topic of a retainer with the town attorney fi rst 
came up at a May roundtable, Sasser said he was the only one 
in favor of it. The decision was 4-1 against the idea. “I thought 
we were over this,” he said.

“How many times do you know where someone comes in 
under budget?” Minnet asked Sasser. “Let’s work within a 
reasonable budget.”

Trevarthen noted that the fi rm has come in under budget for 
two years.

Commissioners agreed to reduce the budget for the town 
attorney by 10 percent.

Managers
Continued from page 1
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the task of nominating su-
preme court justices.

The elections for senator 
happened on day four.  The 
stomach campaign worked 
for me and I was elected as a 
senator.”

We had classes in Florida 
law, history and government 
taught by professors from 
Florida State University and 
one judge from District Court 
One. Once I was elected, I 
wrote a bill to locate red light 
confi rmation devices at every 
intersection with accident 

American 
Legion

Continued from page 7

records of 30 percent or more 
above the norm.  My bill was 
debated and passed.  Most of 
the proposed bills were shot 
down, but we did move 40 
through the Senate.  We were 
allowed one joke bill and it 
passed suggesting that inmates 
on death row could live if they 
survived fi ve rounds of gladi-
ator combat.  The last round 
was with lions and tigers.”

“This was an incredible 
experience.  I came away 
with great respect for the 
system which puts up so many 
roadblocks, it’s amazing that 
anything gets accomplished.  
I was impressed by my peers 
and I’m already texting with 
a number of them.  After 

seeing the FSU campus and 
getting familiar with it, I want 
to attend college there when 
I graduate high school next 
year.  I feel grateful to the 
American Legion for creating 
and paying for this program 
and I encourage juniors next 
year to fi nd out who makes 
the recommendations and 
make your interest known to 
that person.”

Joe Balistreri was tickled 
with his nephew’s recounting 
of his stay at Boys’ State, and 
he said, “It’s one of the fastest 
and clearest ways to see how 
government works and how 
our elected offi cials can and 
do manipulate the rules.  It’s 
a fast track at Boys’ State and 
I coached Dominic on distin-
guishing himself quickly to 
get the most out of the experi-
ence.”

Jim Balistreri, Dominic’s 

dad, says, “I was thrilled 
when Dominic was chosen 
and grateful once again to 
the Legion for sponsoring 
this wonderful place.  I will 
never forget how impressive 
it was to sit in the real cham-
bers where all of our laws are 
passed. Ever since I attended 
Boys’ State I have been inter-
ested in politics.  I hope to run 
for state offi ce in the future.”

Asked what offi ce he 
would like to seek, Jim says, 
“I’d like to be Governor of 
Florida.”

Then he adds, “The whole 
program is so real and well 
orchestrated, I take my hat off 
to Post 142 of the American 
Legion. They’ve created an 
intense, fun and unforgettable 
week for all who attend.”

Thank you American Le-
gion for this outstanding gift 
to the young men and women 
in our community,

July 4th armed 
robber at large

Pompano Beach - Broward 
Sheriff’s Office robbery 
detectives are looking for a 
masked man, captured on 
surveillance video robbing 
a Shell gas station store.
The robber, dressed in a red 
baseball cap, light green 
shirt, shorts, sneakers and 
sunglasses with a dark 
bandana covering his lower 
face, had a knife, threatened 
the clerk and took cash from 
the register. He may have 
spoken with a Spanish accent. 
The robbery took place at 
about 3 p.m. July 4 at 3101 
W. Atlantic Blvd. Anyone 
with information should 
BSO Robbery Det. Steven 
Hoover at 954-321-4270 or to 
Crime Stoppers of Broward 
County at 954- 493-TIPS 
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Shhh! 
The babies are 

already nesting. 
Watch your step 
on the beach. It’s 
turtle season in 
South Florida

Weekly Fishing 
Report
Capt. RJ Boyle is an experienced angler 
in South Florida. His studio is located in 
Lighthouse Point. Call 954-420-5001..

By Ric Green

PELICAN WRITER

Chevrolet introduced the 
fi rst GM electric car late last 
year.  The fi ve-door compact 
-hatchback 2011 Chevro-
let Volt is a plug and drive 
automobile with an asterisk. 
You can plug it in overnight 
using the same wall outlet that 
you plug your toaster into and 
by morning, the car’s battery 
is fully charged.  It provides 
30 to 40 miles of battery 
range, Exceed the charge life, 
and here is where the aster-
isk comes in, it can go up 
to another 300 miles from a 
gasoline engine-generator that 
sends power directly to the 
car’s motor. 

I recently got to spend a 
week with this glimpse of the 
automotive future. Every day 

I drove it around northeast 
Broward.  Some days I stayed 
close to my offi ce, other days 
I traveled from Fort Lauder-
dale to Deerfi eld and back.  
Then at the end of the day 
I pulled the Volt up to my 
house, took the charging unit 
out of the trunk and plugged 
one end into one of my 
house’s electric outlets. Then 
I popped open the gas-cap-
like door that revealed another 
outlet, plugged the cord from 
my house into the car and 
each morning I woke up to the 
Volt with its lithium-ion bat-
tery pack fully charged.  

Each morning the charger 
icon on the dashboard said I 
could drive 40 miles, but in 

the south Florida heat and my 
desire to run the air condition-
ing at full blast worked to 
lower that number. Coupled 
with my lead foot, I would get 
closer to 30 miles from the 
evening charge.

If I exceeded the range of 
the battery charge, the Volt 
automatically switched to 
the gasoline powered engine. 
It did so without notice or 
incident and I could continue 
on my way.

However the Volt’s gasoline 
engine doesn’t usually 
power the car directly.  It is 
the second electric engine 
powered by the gas generator 
that recharges the battery that 

2011 Chevrolet Volt: a game changer

See CHEVROLET on page 24 

Pompano Beach - Be ready 
for anything this weekend. I 
was picking up bonitos from 
my friend, Capt. Charlie 
Brown, at the Seamist in 
Boynton Beach Wednesday 
and Thursday.  

Both days he had over 25 
bonitos, 8 nice kingfish, and a 
wahoo over 20 pounds.  The 
guys at Hillsboro Inlet on the 
Helen S reported about the 
same catch.

For the guys fishing 
offshore most were pleased to 
find dolphin ranging in size 
from 5 to 25 pounds.  The 
driftboats were catching their 
fish on sardines drifted with 
double hooks (3407 mustads).  

The best of the dolphin 
were caught on larger double 
hooked rigged ballyhoo.  
There was a ton of small 
dolphin around as well, so 
be sure not to take anything 
under size.

The legal size for dolphin is 
20 inches to the fork.  

We have also noticed that 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
folks have been stopping lots 
of boats in the area.  

Make sure you have all of 
your licenses, extinguishers, 
and the necessary items to be 
legal. 

Mini season is usually a 
time when they crack down 
on local boaters.

Get Tight
RJ Boyle

Mixed Bag
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Rev. Hyvenson Joseph

WORSHIP DIRECTORY: 

By Cindy Thuma

PELICAN WRITER

Deerfield Beach - On 
July 10, the Sharks won 
the United States Specialty 
Sports Association’s, or 
USSSA, Florida 10-and-under 
championship. The team 
followed up by winning a 
national championship warm-
up tournament on July 17. 

Currently the team is in 
Central Florida playing in 
USSSA’s World Series. As 
of press time, the Sharks had 
gone undefeated through 
seeding play and are entering 
elimination round play. 

In softball-crazy South 
Florida, the Sharks have 

For the Deerfi eld Beach Sharks, a girls 10-and-under fastpitch softball team, 
it’s one goal down, one to go, Pompano Beach Hammerheads go to nationals

chewed up the competition 
in the 2010-2011 season. Of 
the 17 tournaments they have 
played since they started the 
season in late October, they 
have won 15, dominating 
most of them.  Going into the 
USSSA World Series, their 
record was 80-6. 

At the state tournament, for 
example, the Sharks went 6-1, 
scoring 55 runs and allowing 
5. At the national tournament 
warm-up at Okeeheelee Park 
in suburban West Palm Beach, 
they went 5-0, scoring 32 runs 
and allowing 4.

“One of the main reasons 
we’ve done so well, I think is 
the girls genuinely like each 
other,” said head coach Karla 

Antonio. Another team plus 
is a great coaching staff, she 
said, and a third is they’ve 
been focused on two specific 
goals since the start of the 
season.

“Winning state and then 
nationals, that’s been our goal 
from the beginning,” Antonio 
says.

The team started out in 
Boca Raton as an 8-and-
under team for the West Boca 
Diamonds. Antonio took the 
team’s nucleus and moved it 
as an independent team. The 
team first played at a Coconut 
Creek private school’s 
facilities.

“In January, we became 
homeless, going from park to 

park,” Antonio said. Finally 
Deerfield Beach offered the 
team a home. “And from 
there, we started winning,” 
Antonio said.

The team added some new 
blood with tryouts in August 
and by October, the winning 
had begun. Still, Antonio 
and the players know there 
are no gimmies. Two teams 
in particular have provided 
stiff competition, the West 
Pines Diamond Dusters from 
Pembroke Pines, and the 

Wellington Wild.
The Diamond Dusters have 

proved to be particularly 
thorny competition.

“Every time we play them, 
it’s a battle,” Antonio said. 
As for Wellington, “The 
Wild is very tough, too,” she 
said. “We might meet them 
in the next round here (at 
nationals).”

The team’s players come 
from Miramar to southern 

See SHARKS on page 23
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Palm Beach County. 
They are: Brandi Antonio, 
Brooke Antonio, Rosemary 
Barrientos, Karissa Bauzon, 
Maegan Calandra, Jordyn 
Griffith, Gabrielle Jadotte, 
Sami Restrepo, Amy Robbins, 
Tiffany Saba and Mia Velez. 

The coaching staff has the 
expertise and experience of 
a major college program. 

Antonio was a track star in 
college, and in 2006 was 
awarded Drake University’s 
Double D Award. She later 
coached track at a Texas 
high school and a Nebraska 
university.

Joining Antonio on 
the coaching staff is her 
husband, Jose Antonio, who 
is a professor of exercise 
science at Nova Southeastern 
University. The Sharks 
travel to NSU once a week 

for hitting practice, and 
Nova softball coach Lesa 
Bonee also works with 
the team. Other members 
of the coaching staff are 
Kevin Griffith, Devin 
Higginbotham, Caitlyn Bliss 
and Jordan Angel.

Pompano Beach 
Hammerheads 
heading to nationals,

Pompano Beach - This 
football club is heading to 
Central Florida for nationals, 
too. The Pompano Beach 
club plays soccer and plays it 
well with national and world 
championship team wins 

already to its credit.
As one of the county’s 

smaller elite soccer programs, 
the Sharks play 3v3 soccer 
and are sending their under-
11, under-12, under-13, 
under-18, under-14 girls and 
under-30s teams – a total 
of 36 players in all -- to 
the Challenge Sports 3v3 
championships at the ESPN 
Wide World of Sports 
Complex in Kissimmee, July 
28-31.

“We haven’t been able 
to get enough kids to put 
together 11v11,” said program 
director and coach Jimmy 
Elder, who said he likes 

the challenges 3v3 soccer 
provides. In 3v3, games tend 
to be lightning fast and result 
in higher scores. It’s a great 
conditioner and players build 
speed, endurance and skills. 
Referees love it, too because 
there is no offside rule.

“Playing 11v11 is easy; 
playing 3v3 is hard,” he said. 
“You have to be fit to play and 
you can’t hide.”

Sharks
Continued from page 22

Scoreboard
Pompano Beach Men’s 

Golf Assn. 
Wed. , July 27

1st place team
Tom Pawelczyk,  Bil l  Hayes, 
Ernie Palinchik .  .  .  .  .  58
Closest to the Pin Palms #11

Pompano Beach 
Nine Holers  

Group A
Susana Rust, Carolyn Kastelic  (tie). . . 30
Group B 
Joanne Price . . . . . . . . . 30
H e l e n e  C a r u s o ,  D i a n e 
Constantino  (tie) . . . . . . 34

Pompano Beach 
Women’s Golf Assn.

July 26
Class A/B 
1st Janet Stuart . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Class  C 
1st Wiltrud Messinger . . . . . . . . 72
Class D 
1st Lu Rispoli . . . . . . . . 79
2nd Elaine Schoengood . . . . . . . 81

The Pelican. 
954.783.8700
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keeps the Volt on the road for 
up to another 300 miles or 
so. Running on gas only the 
Volt’s motors still generate 
power at a respectable 37 
miles to the gallon.

The Chevrolet Volt drives 
entirely like a “normal car.”  A 
normal car with a 16-kilowatt-
hour lithium-ion battery, a 
1.4-liter, 16-valve, 4-cylinder, 
in-line gasoline engine that is 
fed by a 9.3-gallon fuel tank. 
It’s got front-wheel drive and 
does a peppy 8.8-second zero-
to-60.

Appearance wise it is 
surprisingly sleek. It has 
clean lines, a youthful, video 
game feel to its dashboard 
display, and a few luxury-car 
amenities, such as the “not-
needed-in-south Florida,” 
butt-warmer seats.

As you would expect, the 
interior of the Chevrolet 
Volt has lots of techy toys 
including a color display with 
a built-in hard drive. In terms 
of function, the Volt’s main 
controls are fairly intuitive, 
and the futuristic gauge 
readout is easy enough to be 
read at a glance.  Then there 
is a little ball, sort of like the 
bubble in a water level game 
that helps you stay in the most 
energy-efficient driving range. 

It’s big and green when you 
are conserving fuel or battery 
energy and smaller and angry 
orange-yellow when you’re 
not. For me it was challenging 
at times.

Standard features include 
17-inch alloy wheels, 
automatic headlights, heated 
mirrors, keyless ignition, 
remote ignition, automatic 
climate control, cruise 
control, auto-dimming 
rearview mirror, six-way 

manual front seats, tilt-and-
telescoping steering wheel, 
cloth upholstery, Bluetooth, 
OnStar, a navigation system 
with touch screen, voice 
controls and real-time traffic, 
and a six-speaker Bose 
stereo with CD/DVD player, 
auxiliary audio jack, iPod/
USB interface and 30GB of 
digital music storage.

The Premium Trim 
package adds leather 
upholstery, a leather-
wrapped steering wheel and 
the “We don’t need these 

in Florida” heated front seats. 
The Rear Camera and Park 
Assist package adds a rearview 
camera and front and rear 
parking sensors.

Lastly there is the price tag. 
A not-so-modest MSRP of 
$40,280. Coupled that with a 
$7,500 federal tax credit it nets 
out to $32,780. The question 
you will have to ask yourself is 
“how much do you want to pay 
to be green and drive this game 
changer?”  For me; I love the 
message, but I feel the jury is 
still out on the messenger!

Chevrolet
Continued from page 21
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