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Grand Central Dinner Party for 
LGBTQ Community
By Angelina Bruno

Owner of Central Avenue’s The Queens Head, Tracey Asalita, 
is one of the organizers of the event, which will take place 
October 4 and will feature five different restaurants in the 
Grand Central District. All of the proceeds for the event will 
benefit the non-profit Come Out St. Pete, an organization that 
works for LGBTQ visibility and community issues.   

See Dinner, page 18

Wildlife Facility Takes in Birds Affected by Red Tide
By Abby Baker 
 Birds in Helping 
Hands is filled with 
injured shore birds, baby 
squirrels and recovering 
pelicans. It also happens 
to be Linda Mercado’s 
home. 
 With red tide still 
affecting Pinellas 
County, Mercado’s 
Seminole home is open 
to a new type of wildlife: 
small shore birds who 
lay resting in crates, 
paralyzed and terrified. 
 Licensed Wildlife 
Rehabber Mercado and 
Birds in Helping Hands 
Director Shelley Vickery 

See Birds, page 16
Red Knots rescued by Birds in Helping Hands, paralyzed after ingesting fish 
that had been infected with red tide toxins. 

St. Pete Beach Tackles 
Parking, Red Tide
By Debbie Wolfe

 Parking fee increases, what action 
to take regarding a landmark city 
business and customary use of beaches 
are among the key topics addressed in 
recent meetings by the St. Pete Beach 
City Commission.
 The second reading of a parking 
violation ordinance on July 24 met with 
final unanimous approval meaning 
that drivers would now pay more for 
infractions. The cost of fines for overtime 
parking at meters will increase from 
$30 to $50 and parking on streets or 
lots restricted to residential permits 
will go up from $40 to $60. Tickets can 
be re-issued every two hours so a driver 
illegally parking on a residential street 
to enjoy a full day at the beach from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. could be issued $240 in 
fines.
 Vice Mayor Melinda Pletcher 
explained the reason the city has 
prioritized and increased 

See St. Pete Beach, page 10
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Gulfport GetGo 
Needs Drivers
 Gulfport GetGo needs drivers for 
the upcoming busy autumn season. 
To apply or for more information call 
Chrisan at 443-254-6020.

••• 

Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage at the Library
 September 15 to October 15 
is Hispanic American Heritage 
Month, and the Gulfport Library 
is celebrating by hosting a family 
dinner and craft event on Thursday, 
October 4 at 6 p.m. 
 Come celebrate the spirit and 
culture of Hispanic and Latino 
countries with delicious food from 
Habana Café, make a fun craft and 
learn what makes Hispanic American 
Heritage so special. Many thanks to 
the Library’s Circle of Friends for 
making this event free to the public. 
 You must register for this event 
so please call 727-893-1074 or email 
Cailey at cklasson@mygulfport.us 
to sign your family up. Spots are 
limited! 

••• 

St. Anthony’s Hospital 
Health Seminars
 St. Anthony’s Hospital health 
experts invite the community to 
attend seminars in October that 
will focus on breast health during 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
weight loss surgery information and 
smoking cessation. There also will 
be free memory screenings offered. 
The monthly seminars are free to the 
public.
 On Tuesday, October 2, there 
will be a weight loss surgery 
information session at noon in the 
LifeHelp Second Floor Classroom, 
St. Anthony’s Resource Center at 500 
Martin Luther King St. N. Take the 
first step and attend an information 
session. Jamii St. Julien, MD, will 
explain various options.
 On Monday, October 8, there will 
be a smoking cessation class at 6 
p.m. at BayCare Outpatient Center 
(Carillon), Conference Room B, 900 
Carillon Parkway. This two-hour 
class provides valuable tools to help 
you quit using tobacco including 
coping with cravings and physical 
and emotional symptoms. The class 

includes free aids to help quit using 
tobacco while supplies last.
  On Tuesday, October 9, and 
Tuesday, October 23, there will be 
memory screenings from 10 a.m. till 
noon in St. Anthony’s Hospital’s main 
lobby, 1200 7th Ave. N. Take the first 
step toward the discovery of memory 
problems for adults concerned about 
their memory health. Call 727-825-
1595 for information.
 For more information on St. 
Anthony’s, call 727-953-6993 or go to 
BayCare.org/SAH.

••• 

LGBTQ Book Club 
Returns For The Fall
 Imagine that you are a lesbian in 
a 15-year relationship with someone 
who comes home one day and says 
“Honey, I think I’m a man and I 
want to transition.” What would 
you do? How would it affect your 
relationship? Would you stay?
 These issues will be addressed 
in this month’s reading selection 
entitled “Queerly Beloved” for the 
LGTBQ Book Club at the Gulfport 
Library, 5501 28th Ave. S.. The club 
has been on a summer hiatus but 
returns in October with a slate of 
riveting reading selections. The next 
meeting where “Queerly Beloved” 
will be discussed is scheduled for 
Monday, October 1 at 6 p.m. The 
group normally meets the first 
Monday of every month.
 “Queerly Beloved” really happened. 
Eight years later, the couple not 
only remains together, but they still 
identify as queer and remain part 
of the LGBTQ community. How did 
their relationship survive a gender 
transition? The authors explore 
this question and delve into their 
relationship to reveal the trials and 
tribulations they have faced along 
the way. In doing so, they paint a 
portrait of love, not only to each 
other, but to  he queer community.
 Participation in the LGBTQ book 
club is open to anyone regardless of 
sexual orientation or sexual identity 
who loves reading and enjoys 
discussions about current LGBTQ-
related literature.
 Find out more about the Resource 
Center, the Circle of Friends and the 
Library on the web at mygulfport.us/
gpl or on Facebook at facebook.com/
GulfportLibraryFL.com.

••• 
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Grace Connection 
Church Yard Sale
 Grace Connection Church will 
be holding a yard sale on Saturday, 
September 29, in their parking lot 
at 635 64th St. S. All funds will help 
with their annual community event-
trunk or treat family night. Come do 
some early Christmas shopping or 
find yourself a treasure.

••• 

Celebrate Sukkot at 
Beth-El Shalom
 Come and observe Sukkot, the 
Feast of Booths. Enjoy the food, 
the music, and the message of 
Sukkot at Beth-El Shalom on Friday 
September 28 at 7 p.m. Beth-El 
Shalom Messianic Congregation is at 
the corner of 17th St. and 29th Ave. 
N. All are welcome, Free admission. 
For more info and preregistration 
please call 727-345-7777, email 
Rabbi@Jewishheritage.net or visit 
Jewishheritage.net.

••• 

Luncheon at the 
Lithuanian Club
 The Lithuanian-American Club 
at 4880 46th Ave. N., is serving 
lunch every Thursday at 1 p.m. The 
schedule of luncheons is one week 
cepelinai and the next week koldunai. 
The cost is $8 for entrée, side, dessert 
and coffee.
 This Thursday’s menu is cepelinai 
(boiled grated potato with meat) 
served with bacon and/or sour cream, 
dessert and coffee. Fresh baked 
Lithuanian bread is available. Please 

call 727-337-4240 for reservations 
or more information. Everyone is 
welcome.

•••

Fall-Themed String 

Art for Adults
 Calling all crafters! On Wednesday, 
October 10 at 1 p.m., the Gulfport 
Library will be offering string art for 
adults. Use wood, nails, and colorful 
string to make a beautiful piece of 
art inspired by Fall. Weave your 
string around nails to create a gentle 
Autumn leaf to display in your home 
or give as a gift. Supplies are limited, 
so registration is required. Please 
call 727-893-1074 to sign up.

•••

Come Join the 
Knitters of Gulfport 
 The Knitters of Gulfport are at it 
again! This past year this talented 
giving group of knitters have knitted 
and/or crocheted comfort pillows, 
baby blankets and hats and booties 

for preemie babies at All Children’s 
Hospital. Additionally, they have 
been busy making hats for patients 
receiving chemotherapy at Palms of 
Pasadena Hospital, hats for homeless 
Veterans, baby caps for the Pregnancy 
Center, lap robes and helmet liners 
for deployed U.S. soldiers.
 The members of this group have 
donated their talent and countless 
hours of their time to these community 
projects. 
 The Knitters of Gulfport meet 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. every Friday 
at the Gulfport Senior Center, 5501 
27th Ave. S. Come learn if you are a 
beginner, come share your ideas and 
knowledge if you are experienced. All 
levels of experience are welcome.
 Donations of yarn or knitting 
related articles are greatly 
appreciated.
 Must be a registered Gulfport 
Senior Center member. Membership 
is easy and free for all individuals 
50 years of age or older. For more 
information, call 727-893-5657. 

••• 
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“The Book was Better” 
Teen Book Club
 The Gulfport Library is starting a 
Teen Book Club of young adult books 
that have been adapted into recent 
movies. Their first book selection is 
“Every Day” by Jonathan Leviathan. 
Swing by the library to check out a 
copy of the book. They will meet on 
Thursday, November 8 at 4 p.m. to 
chat about the book and watch the 
movie. Snacks and drinks will be 
provided. For more information and 
to sign up contact Cailey at 727-893-
1074 or cklasson@mygulfport.us

••• 

Studio Duvoe Art Show 
at City of Imagination
 Come join Studio Duvoe, Inc., 
the Pinellas Autism Project and the 
City of Imagination, to celebrate 
the artistic talents of neuro-diverse 
(ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia, etc.) and 
physically and developmentally-
challenged kids and young adults 
from all over Pinellas County. The 

students, ages 5 to 42, paint in an 
abstract expressionism style based 
on color, movement, texture and 
feelings. When a student sells a 
painting, they receive half of the 
funds, with the other half going back 
into the non-profit for future events 
and art supplies.
 The show is on Saturday, October 
20, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the City 
of Imagination, 2726 54th St. S. 
Admission is free.
 The students works are nicely 
framed and very reasonably priced 
(from $10 to $100). Don’t miss this 
opportunity to view and appreciate 
these fine works of art. Even if you 
are not in the market for artwork, 
come tell them how beautiful it is.
 There will be live music provided 
by Bud Good, J. Kolb and Keith and 
Frank. Food and drinks will also be 
provided. Call or text 727-271-5016 or 
email studioduvoe@yahoo.com with 
questions. Volunteers are needed for 
this event and cash donations can be 
made at studioduvoe.org.

••• 
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An Evening with 
Poet Rob McCabe
 Poet Rob McCabe will discuss his 
life and literary background, and may 
share a few poems from his recently 
published collection of poetry at the 
Gulfport Library on Monday, October 
8 at 5:30 p.m. There will also be a 
question and answer session for the 
audience to learn more about this 
local author.

••• 

Harriet Beecher Stowe 
at the Hickman Theater
 The Gulfport Multipurpose Senior 
Center Foundation presents Nan 
Colton portraying Harriet Beecher 
Stowe on November 16 at the 
Catherine Hickman Theater, 5501 
27th St. S., beginning at 7 p.m. 
 Florida native Harriet Beecher 
Stowe (1811-1896) published more 
than 25 books in her lifetime, but 
it was her best-selling anti-slavery 
novel “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” an 
allegorical abolitionist novel, that is 
often credited with shifting public 
opinion regarding slavery, which led 
to the Civil War. 
 Tickets are S18 and will be 
available at the Gulfport Welcome 
Center, the Senior Center Foundation 
Office and at the door. 
 Nan Colton is a playwright, director, 
storyteller, actress and arts educator 
who has performed and lectured 
professionally on stages throughout 
South Africa, Great Britain and the 
U.S. She brings to life passionate, 
live portraits of remarkable women, 
and unforgettable tales of fact and 
fiction. 

••• 

Gulfport Library’s 
Grown-Up Movie Series
 On the first Saturday of each month, 
the Gulfport Public Library presents 
their “Grown-Up” Film Series. This 
series is intended to allow adults to 
enjoy more challenging and complex 
films in a quiet atmosphere (so they 
request that no children attend). 
 On Saturday, October 6 at 1 p.m., 
they’ll be celebrating the month of 
Halloween with a terrifying film 
about family: how estrangement 
doesn’t always mean people can 
escape its dysfunction, and how 
people inherit things that they may 

not realize from their parents. It 
stars Toni Collette, Milly Shapiro 
and Gabriel Byrne, and is rated R. 
 If anyone has any questions about 
this title, or titles for upcoming 
months, please contact the library at 
727-893-1074. 

••• 

Seasoned Sowers 
Garden Club Meeting
 Get down and dirty with one 
of America’s favorite hobbies at 
the Gulfport Senior Center, 5501 
27th Ave. S. The Seasoned Sowers 
Garden Club meets on the first and 
third Tuesday of every month at 9:30 
a.m. to spruce up the Senior Center 
Patio with therapeutic herbs and 
beautiful flowers donated in part by 
All Seasons Landscaping & Nursery. 

No experience needed. Natural-
born green thumbs and first-time 
gardeners are welcome.
 Must be a registered Gulfport 
Senior Center member. Membership 
is easy and free for all individuals 
50 years of age or older. For more 
information, call 727-893-5657. 

••• 

Gulfport Lions 
Christmas Craft Fair
 Calling all crafters! The Gulfport 
Lions Club will hold a Christmas 
craft fair on Saturday, December 
8 from 10 a.m. till 3 p.m. There are 
still a few tables left so contact Linda  
now at lc33711@gmail.com. The price 
is $40 for an eight-foot table. Don’t 
let time run out.

••• 
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Take the Gabber on Vacation...

Send us a picture with you 
and your Gabber on vacation. 
Include a brief description 
and your name at 
News@theGabber.com.

Town Shores resident Patty 
Carr poses with her copy 
of the Gabber outside the 
Hotel Floride in Nice, France 
during a month-long riverboat 
cruise and stay in Nice and 
Paris in September, 2017. 
Her husband, Victor, 
surprised her with dinner 
and a performance at 
the world-famous Moulin 
Rouge for her birthday.

Music at Gulfport 
Beach Pavilion #6

Mondays, 1 to 4 p.m.
Music Lovers Karaoke with Mary 
Phillips

Tuesdays, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
The Magiktones Band
with Karen and Tom
every other Tuesday

Wednesdays, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Karaoke w/Mike Furman

Thursdays, 1 to 3 p.m.
Len Tabor and Ellis Ward
Pure Country

Fridays, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
(1st and 3rd) Bruce Daniels
Jazz Flute
(2nd and 4th) Dancing and Listening 
with Geno

Saturdays, 1 to 3 p.m.
Maliblues Duo

Sundays, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Accordionist Bill

Activities are weather permitting. 
Call 727-893-1068 for information 

Gulfport Lions 
Pancake Breakfast
 The Gulfport Lions Club located 
at 4630 Tifton Dr. S. at the Gulfport 
Marina will be hosting and serving 
their next breakfast on Saturday, 
October 6 from 7 to 11 a.m. 
 Lions members and associate 
volunteers will be serving all-you-
can-eat pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
link sausage, coffee, tea and orange 
juice for $7 per adult. Children under 
the age of 12 can eat for half price.
 Bring your family and friends 
to spend a cool enjoyable morning 
on this first Saturday of October 
overlooking Gulfport’s beautiful 
Boca Ciega Bay with optional dining 
on the outdoor patio and new picnic 
tables.
 When you come and support this 
fund raising activity, you are doing 
much to help the Lions help those 
who are in need. Gulfport Lions is 
a service organization, meeting the 
many needs of those less fortunate.
 Gulfport Lions, proudly serving 
since 1948 and for 50 years since 
1967 in their Gulfport Club House.

••• 
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Man Dies after Fishing Boat Capsizes  
under the Dick Misener Bridge  
By Angelina Bruno

 On September 25 at 9:44 a.m., Marine Unit deputies received a 911 call from 
a bicyclist riding over the Dick Misener Bridge, who noticed a capsized vessel 
just east of the bridge. Paramedics with St. Petersburg Fire Rescue were first 
to arrive on scene in their rescue boat when they located 62-year-old Stephen 
Smith, clinging to the rear of a capsized 15-foot Gheenoe fishing boat. Smith told 
paramedics his friend, 59-year-old Robert Kleinman, had floated away from the 
vessel. 
 Paramedics found Kleinman in the water nearby, being assisted by an 
unidentified good samaritan. Paramedics then transported Kleinman to 
Bayfront Health St. Petersburg hospital for life-threatening injuries, where he 
was pronounced deceased at 10:42 a.m. on Tuesday. His friend Smith was not 
injured.
 Through the course of the investigation, deputies learned that Smith and 
Kleinman were fishing near the Dick Misener Bridge in the boat when they were 
struck by a series of large wakes made by passing vessels. Their vessel started 
filling with water and capsized.
 Smith told deputies he and Kleinman were in the water trying to right the 
vessel for approximately 30 minutes. The boaters were struck by another passing 
boat wake when Kleinman got separated from the boat and floated away.
 Deputies learned Kleinman had a pre-existing medical condition that may 
have 
contributed to his death. His death does not appear suspicious in nature, but the 
case will remain under investigation until the autopsy is complete. 
 Eckerd College Search and Rescue assisted deputies during the water rescue 
and recovered the capsized vessel. 

Watercolor with Patsi 
at the Rec Center
 Fun, focused, and fast classes. 
Beginner and intermediate levels. 
No experience required. Classes 
are offered on Thursday mornings 
from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m. The classes 
are held at the Gulfport Recreation 
Center, 5730 Shore Blvd. Please 
call Patsi at 727-501-3559 for more 
information and a supply list. Space 
is limited.

•••

Come Play Women’s 
Doubles Tennis
 The Racquettes are looking for 
women who want to join in the fun 
of playing doubles tennis on the 
Har-Tru courts of the St. Petersburg 
Tennis Center, 650 18th Ave. S.
 Since one purpose of the 
Racquettes is to encourage women 
to play tennis, beginners are more 
than welcome. Join them on Friday 
mornings at 8:30 a.m. Membership 
is not required, but the court fee is 
$11.50. Call Norah at 727-398-8055 
for more information.

••• 
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Gulfport Hurricane Relief Rolls Out to Victims of Florence
By Debbie Wolfe

 
On Sunday, September 23, John Riesebeck, owner of Smokin’ J’s Real Texas BBQ in Gulfport, left town with a 26-foot 
rental truck stuffed with relief supplies destined for survivors of Hurricane Florence. For a little over one week, Riesebeck 
put a call out to the community to donate non-perishable food and other hurricane supplies to stuff the truck. He also 
pulled his commercial smoker trailer and included enough food to feed a hot meal to hundreds on Monday, September 24 
in Gresham, South Carolina. “After a long day, I am pleased to announce our trip was very successful,” Riesebeck wrote on 
Facebook on early Tuesday, September 25. “We were able to feed approximately 400 people a hot meal. Thanks to everyone 
who donated.” Gresham is located in Marion County and was still flooding when he arrived. South Carolina Highway 
Patrol officers and Army National Guard troops gave Riesebeck an escort through floodwaters to his final destination. It 
was the “first time I’ve had blue lights flashing behind me that I didn’t mind,” said Riesebeck.  Photo supplied by John 
Riesebeck.
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League of Women 
Voters Guide
 In advance of election day, the 
League of Women Voters of Florida 
has begun distribution of its 2018 
Nonpartisan Voter Guide to help 
Florida voters make informed 
decisions prior to voting.
 The guide explains what voting 
would accomplish for each of the 
12 ballot amendments, allowing 
voters to obtain the facts they need 
to make an informed decision. The 
guide also includes a questionnaire 
section in which the candidates for 
governor, attorney general, chief 
financial officer and commissioner 
of agriculture answer a series of 
questions developed by the League.
 “Our 2018 Voter Guide provides the 
straightforward information voters 
are looking for, and gives Florida 
voters the opportunity to educate 
themselves on the amendments 
that will appear on their ballot in 
November,” says League of Women 
Voters of Florida President Patricia 
Brigham. 
 The League encourages voters 
to visit BeReadyToVote.org to get 
more information on the November 
election and to view a personalized 
online voter guide featuring local 
candidates on their ballot.

••• 

“Sanding Ovations” on Treasure Island
 All it takes is a pile of sand, some buckets of water, and lots of imagination 
to build a masterpiece, at least for 10 master sculptors who return to Treasure 
Island for the 10th annual Sanding Ovations Masters Cup Sand Sculpture 
Competition and Music Festival from November 14 through 18. 
 The exhibition of sand sculpting talent is the big appeal, supplemented by 
the giant sponsor sculpture created by Treasure Island’s own Meredith and Dan 
Doubleday of Sanding Ovations professional sand sculptors. 
 The beach food court and beer gardens sponsored by Corona, an arts and crafts 
marketplace and three days of live music.
 The city of Treasure Island’s 10th Annual Sanding Ovations Masters Cup is 
free and open to the public. For event schedules, sand sculptor biographies and 
other Sanding Ovations info, visit mytreasureisland.com or call Treasure Island 
Parks & Recreation at 727-547-4575 ext. 237.

•••
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St. Pete Beach, 
 from front page

street parking fines is so that 
spaces will be available for those 
with residential decal permits. For 
instance, older homes in Pass-a-
Grille south of the Don CeSar were 
built without on-site parking.
 “We found that $40 was not an 
effective deterrent for visitors” who 
need a place to park to go to the 
beach, she said.
 The fines “are not for us to make 
money,” said Mayor Al Johnson. They 
are “for the benefit of the residents.”
 At their May 26 meeting, 
commissioners gave final approval to 
a hike in parking meter rates from 
$2.25 to $2.75 per hour.

Fate of Beach Theatre

 When a small town’s movie theater 
closes, it typically causes a nostalgic 
stir among generations of patrons, 
but in St. Pete Beach, the commission 
is also taking an interest.
 When the Beach Theatre was 
open, it was such a complement to 
the Corey Avenue businesses, said 
Pletcher at the July 10 meeting.  
 “It’s amazing how many cities 
have purchased theaters like this 
and it’s been very successful,” said 
Commissioner Terri Finnerty. “The 
Beach Theatre is such a landmark.”
 Pletcher noted that because of 
the theater’s historic designation, 
tax incentives are available for any 
nonprofit or group of private investors 
who may wish to purchase the 
building and restart the business.
 The independent, one-screen 
theater opened on January 15, 1940 
and is located at 315 Corey Avenue. 
When it officially closed on November 
18, 2012 for financial reasons, it had 
been open for 72 years. Toward the 
end, it featured frequent Saturday 
night showings of the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show where fans dress as 
characters from the film.
 City Attorney Andrew Dickman 
reported that the theater is part 
of a complicated and therefore 
lengthy probate process following 
the death of its owner, Mike France, 
a screenwriter with national-level 
credits in films like “Cliffhanger” 
and the “GoldenEye.” France, a St. 
Petersburg native, bought the theater 
in 2007 for $850,000 and died in 2013. 

Dickman has notified France’s estate 
regarding the city’s interest in the 
property. Commissioners asked that 
Dickman provide probate updates at 
each meeting.
 “Do we want to own it?” said 
Johnson. “The only time I would 
want us to get involved in any type 
of ownership is if somebody came in 
and was going to buy it and tear it 
down and turn it into something we 
don’t want.” The city purchasing the 
theater “is only a last resort.” 
 Commissioner Ward Friszolowski 
agreed and said the city should 
research what other municipalities 
have done with historic theaters.

Who Owns the Beach?

 Florida’s new law relating to 
beach ownership went into effect on 
July 1 after being signed into law by 
Governor Rick Scott in March.
 In some cases, HB 631 has been 
confusing regarding what constitutes 
a private beach, said Johnson in a 
column he wrote in the city’s official 
June 14 newsletter.
 Much of the beach areas in St. Pete 
Beach are privately owned, he said. 
He also noted that in 1974, a Florida 
Supreme Court case established 
what is known as the “doctrine of 
customary use.”
 According to Johnson, this means 
“that if the recreational use of the 
sandy area adjacent to mean high 

tide” has been continually in use by 
the public for many years without 
dispute, the owner “can make any 
use of his property that is consistent 
with public use and that does not 
interfere with the right of the public 
to enjoy the dry sand beach.”
 Johnson noted that HB 631 
is a process change and not an 
ownership or rights change. Now, 
“if a municipality finds the need to 
establish customary use of privately 
owned beaches it must hold a public 
hearing, provide formal notice 
of intent, provide notice to the 
affected property owners and file a 
complaint with a circuit court who 
will determine whether the land is 
subject to the doctrine.”
 Though the city does not own all of 
the beach area, it will continue with 
cleaning and policing efforts, said 
Johnson.
 “Those of us who don’t own beach 
property still share our piece of 
paradise with countless visitors, 
tourists and snow-birds [that] come 
here all year,” he said. “In a nutshell, 
HB 631 doesn’t change anything 
regarding the use of our beaches 
relative to the right of ownership.”
 Dickman gave a presentation to 
commissioners about HB 631 during 
their August 28 regular meeting.
 For legal information relating 
to ownership of local beaches, visit 
pinellascounty.org/environment/
coastalmngmt/hb631.htm.

The Beach Theater on Corey Avenue opened on January 15, 1940 and was open for 72 years. 
The city of St. Pete Beach is discussing options for the historic landmark. 
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Concession Vendor Update

 At the August 14 meeting, City 
Manager Wayne Saunders reported 
that negotiations with United Park 
Services for the Pass-a-Grille and 
Upham Beach concession stands 
were discontinued. He requested 
that commission members consider 
the remaining two vendor bids, one 
of which was from Michael Janecek, 
the current concessions manager at 
both locations. Janecek manages 
Starson LLC of Clearwater, which 
was incorporated on March 8, 2018.
 Janecek reiterated his continuing 
interest in remaining the operator.
 As a result, commissioners 
unanimously approved an action 
item for Saunders to bring back a 
proposed agreement between the city 
and Janecek for final consideration.
 At the August 28 regular meeting, 
commissioners unanimously 
approved a five-year concessions 
lease with Starson LLC beginning 
August 31 including an option for a 
five-year renewal.
 Janecek “has agreed to all of the 
conditions in the agreement,” said 
Saunders.  Johnson said, “I 
understand the people we were 
originally negotiating with got two 
contracts to do the new pier in St. 
Petersburg. That’s why they backed 
out.”
 Starson LLC will offer the sale of 
food along with beer and wine without 
doing social media promotions 
regarding liquor, said Pletcher.
 “It’s a snack bar not a beach 
bar,” said Johnson.  Accord ing 
to the agreement, concessions will 
also include the sale of clothing, 
souvenirs, sundries, gifts and other 
merchandise approved of by the city. 
Public restrooms will be open from 6 
a.m. to 30 minutes after sunset every 
day regardless of the operating hours 
of the concession stands or weather 
conditions. The restrooms will be 
cleaned daily and checked hourly for 
cleanliness and supplies.

Red Tide Response Plan

 In a Facebook post on September 
18, Johnson said “the red tide 
situation in St. Pete Beach and 
Pinellas County as a whole has 
gotten much worse. Many folks have 
been asking what to do. The city has 
a response plan and it will work best 
if all of us pitch in and do our part.”
 According to the plan, “city staff 
will be collecting dead fish in the 
wrack line on the gulf beach every 
day for as long as the Red Tide 
persists. Therefore, our collection 
will not result in a truly clean beach 
but our efforts will help keep the 
accumulation down.”
 Residents on the Gulf of Mexico 
beach side of the city who wish to 
assist in the collection effort are asked 
to place dead sea life inside heavy-
duty plastic bags that are tightly 
closed. The plan states that theses 
bags should then be placed next to 
public trash cans where city staff will 
collect them during their daily runs 

for final disposal in a designated area 
of the county’s landfill.
 Those living on the bay side of the 
island that have properly bagged 
dead sea life are asked to call the 
city’s Public Works department at 
727-363-9243 to schedule a red tide 
collection pick up at curb side Monday 
through Friday starting at 2 p.m.
 Hoteliers and condo associations 
that wish to assist in the collection 
effort are asked to call the public 
works department. City staff will 
provide information regarding the 
locations of the nearest dumpster 
containers meant specifically for the 
disposal of properly sealed garbage 
bags containing dead sea life relating 
to red tide.
 Johnson encourages people to 
check the county website for frequent 
updates regarding water conditions 
pinellascounty.org/environment/
watershed/red-tide.htm.

•••
Information from the Tampa Bay 
Times was used in this report.
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Pet Pals Animal Shelter
Baron is a lively young boy who loves people. 
He’s confident, fun and loves a good game, and 
he will charm you with his aristocratic British 
accent! Baron is 11 months old, 46 pounds and 
will be a perfect addition to families with an 
active lifestyle. He is neutered, microchipped 
and vaccinated. Baron’s adoption fee is $200, and 
you must own your home to adopt him. See more 
adoptable animals at petpalanimalshelter.com.

This Week's Solutions

Save Our Strays

Gizmo is the official mascot and greeter at 
Save Our Strays’ Cat Haven. She is a beautiful 
adult feline that loves attention and will be a 
great forever-home cat. Gizmo should be the 
only kitty in the home. Come fall in love with 
her at SOS’ Pinellas Park facility. Phone 727-
463-0694 for details. Check out other felines at 
saveourstraysinc.com

Letters

Letters to the Editor
 The Gabber encourages letters and 
commentary. Keep letters as brief as 
possible. Letters must be signed by 
the author and may be emailed to 
publisher@thegabber.com, or sent 
to the Gabber office. Commentary 
posted to thegabber.com or on 
Gabber Facebook pages may also 
appear in the paper. The views and 
opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily represent the views 
of the publishers, staff or advertisers.

Special Thanks 
to Smokin' J's
Dear Editor: Many thanks to John 
Riesebeck and his group from Smokin’ 
J’s Real Texas BBQ for their work 
loading the truck and driving supplies 
to Hurricane Florence victims. It’s 
going to be really appreciated up 
there.

Anne Shuri
Gulfport

••• 
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By Debbie Wolfe

 A recent fire has ignited 
community interest in raising funds 
to digitize and safeguard portions of 
the collection at the Gulfport History 
Museum.
 On the morning of Labor Day 
Monday, September 3, the all-
wooden History Museum building 
that is about 100 years old caught 
fire. The fast action of the Gulfport, 
South Pasadena and St. Petersburg 
fire departments saved the structure 
and most of the contents.
 The museum is maintained and 
operated by the non-profit Gulfport 
Historical Society.
 “After the fire, we realize how 
important the digitization project is 
to the community and to preserving 
our history,” said Cathy Salustri, 
society president.
 The building is owned by the 
city of Gulfport and is leased to the 
society, according to City Manager 
Jim O’Reilly. “The structure and its 
contents are covered by the city’s 
insurance policy,” he said. 
 Salustri is working with Olive, a 
national vendor, on the museum’s 
digital preservation project. It’s the 
same company that is working with 
the Gulfport Library on their effort to 
digitize the collection of the Gabber 
newspaper.
 About $30,000 will be needed to 
complete the museum’s project, said 
Salustri. As of September 17, just 
under $7,000 had been raised through 
donations.
 Recently, the Gulfport Beach 
Bazaar held a fundraiser on Saturday, 
September 15. As a result, 25 percent 
of merchandise sales will be donated 
to the effort in the amount of about 

$450, said Gini Fagan, co-owner with 
her husband Mike.
 “We believe in preserving history 
and thought the least we could do 
is donate a percentage of store sales 
during the third Saturday Art Walk 
because it’s a longer day. We figured 
donating store sales could include our 
patrons giving by their shopping,” 
she said.

Varied Donation Opportunities

 On Friday, September 28, the 
society is hosting a free Fanning the 
Flames of History non-porch party 
and fundraiser from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
the lawn adjacent to the Gulfport 
History Museum at 5301 28th Ave. S. 
The porch and museum are currently 
closed due to restoration efforts.
 The family and pet-friendly event 
will feature a campfire with s’mores 
kits and BBQ food for sale. Custom 
fire-themed t-shirts will be available 
for pre order and an on-site 50-50 
raffle will also be offered. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring lawn games.
 Other efforts include Gulfport 
Reality raffling a 49-inch television, 
the proceeds of which will be donated 
toward the museum’s project, said 

On the morning of Labor Day Monday, September 3, the wooden Gulfport History Museum 
building survived a fire that investigators believe started on the porch near the hanging sign 
that is pictured.

After Fire, Museum Raising Funds to Digitize Collection

Stacey Purcell, realtor and owner. 
Tickets are $1 each or six for $5 
and are available at the office, 5416 
Gulfport Blvd., during business 
hours. The drawing for the winner 
will be held during the Holiday 
Hoopla event on Saturday, December 
8 at 5 p.m.
 The non-profit Circle of Friends 
(COF) of the Gulfport Library group 
is also planning a fundraiser for the 
museum’s preservation project on 
Thursday, October 25 from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the library, 5501 28th Ave. 
S.
 There will be music, details about 
digitizing, fun and fundraising, said 
Susan Gore, COF co-chair.
 To find out more about museum-
related donation efforts and 
how to contribute online, visit 
gulfporthistoricalsociety.org.

Digitizing Update

 “There’s no reason we can’t start 
digitizing with the money we have,” 
said Salustri. “We’ll look for records 
that people might want that are not 
archived elsewhere. Those will be 
our first priorities.”

•••
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327-8855
5412 Central Avenue

327-8855

Come See
      The Difference!
Come See
      The Difference!
Come See
      The Difference!

Exceptional Eye care,
Distinctive Eye wear
• Comprehensive Eye
   Health Examination

• Children’s Vision Care

• Dry Eye Care

• Cataract & Glaucoma

• Drivers License Exams

• Eye Infections

Contact Lens
Specialists
• Disposable

• Colors

• Corneal Refractive 
  Therapy

• Bifocal

• Astigmatic

• Gas Permeable

Dr. Dennis Ryczek

• Vision Correction 
   without Surgery
• Optical Department
• Convenient Hours
• Including Evenings

• We Accept Most 
   Insurance Plans
• Medicare
• ECPA/EYEMED

• Board Certified 
   Optometric Physicians

Gulfport Neighbors 
Autumn Events

5th Annual Mayors' 
49th Street Cleanup
4th Annual Chiefs' Chat
Community Forum,
Tangerine Greenway at 
49th Street and Tangerine Avenue
Saturday, October 13    
8:15 till 11:30 a.m.

Junk in the Trunk
Fall Celebration
49th Street Neighborhood Center
Saturday, October 27   
8 a.m. till 1 p.m.

More information at Facebook.
com/Gulfportneighbors

 Try your hand at Sudoku
Solution on Page 12 

Happy Birthday 
to Everybody 
 Are you are ready to party? 
Whether you are celebrating your 
birthday this month or not, this party 
is for you. Come out to the Gulfport 
Senior Center, 5501 27th Ave. S., on 
the fourth Friday of every month at 
3 p.m. for birthday cake, games, and 
fun for everyone. Provided by Simply 
Healthcare. 
 Must be a registered Gulfport 
Senior Center member. Membership 
is easy and free for all individuals 
50 years of age or older. For more 
information, call 727-893-5657. 

••• 

Kathleen Peters to 
Address St. Pete GOP
 Kathleen Peters, State 
Representative, former mayor of 
South Pasadena and candidate for 
the Pinellas County Commission will 
address the members and friends of 
the St. Petersburg Republican Club 
on Wednesday, October 10 at 7 p.m. 
at the St. Petersburg Community 
Church, 4501 30th Ave. N. Following 
her presentation, she will answer 
questions from the audience. All are 
invited to attend and participate in 
the question and answer session. 
There is no charge for this event.
 For more information on this and 
other club activities, please contact 
Gus Pries, 727-864-0312.

•••
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If you didn’t have to worry about 
money, what would you do all day?The Gabs

Gary Goodnight, Kokomo, 
Indiana: “I’d be sitting at that bar 
over there. I like looking at the water 
and enjoying the atmosphere.”

•••

Marilyn Baker, Gulfport: “I would 
sail the world.” 

•••

Carol Goodnight, Kokomo, 
Indiana: “I’d be at the beach.” 

•••

Morgan Burnett, Gulfport: “I 
would backpack South East Asia, 
again.” 

•••
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are the founders of the organization 
and have dedicated their lives to 
rescuing injured birds and wildlife.
 The 35 volunteers that work for 
the duo pick up the animals from 
areas as far out as Fort DeSoto 
Park, Palm Harbor and New Port 
Richey. 
 In the last year, a new, closer 
community has been added to the 
list. 
 According to Vickery, Gulfport 
Police Department has called 
the wildlife rehab facility when 
injured birds have popped up in the 
neighborhood. 
 Brad Daniels, a Gulfport 
resident, has stepped up and 
started volunteering with the 
organization. Mourning Doves, a 
crow, a blue jay, a molted duck and 
countless squirrels have all been 
recovered from the Gulfport area 
in this past year. 
 “We don’t want to give up on 
our birds,” said Mercado. “We give 
them every chance we can.” 
 Since 2015, the organization has 
taken in hundreds of birds, some 
with bullet- and arrow-punctured 
wings, others with illnesses. Birds 

that cannot be released due to their 
non-native status or badly broken 
wings are found new aviaries to live 
out their days. 
 Currently, the focus is on animals 
afflicted with red tide neurotoxins.  
 The toxins that manifest in the 
fish are transferred to the birds upon 
consumption, and this renders the 
animals incapacitated and unable 
to survive in the wild, according to 
Vickery. 
 “People don’t really think about 
how it affects the birds,” said 
Vickery. “That’s why we’ve gotten 
so many of them.”  
 The Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission is 
reporting low to high concentrations 
of red tide along the beaches of 
Pinellas County.  
 However, the effects linger long 
after the algae bloom has passed.
 In the month of September, about 
40 birds have come in suffering the 
effects of red tide, and most of them 
have died. 
 “It’s red tide on steroids,” said 
Vickery of the current bloom that 
has been plaguing Florida’s Gulf 
waters all summer. 

 Vickery’s cell phone is constantly 
ringing with concerned beachgoers 
at a loss with the protocol for sick 
birds on the other line. 
 “A lot of times, well they just 
can’t fly,” said Vickery. “We always 
hydrate our birds, less fluids and 
more food.” 
 Three years ago, the two were 
working at Seaside Seabird 
Sanctuary. Vickery was the 
supervisor in the animal hospital, 
and Mercado was a volunteer. 
 “She had a natural way with the 
birds,” Vickery said, gesturing to 
Mercado who held a crate with a 
crow under one arm. 
 Both women were becoming 
frustrated with the fact that the 
sanctuary was only open for a 
limited time in the day. With the 
intention of helping more animals 
around the clock, they decided to 
create their own organization in 
2015. 
 “I applied for a permit, and we 
started building,” said Mercado. 
“Neither of us had ever built 
anything in our lives, and never in 
my wildest dreams did I think we 
would grow so big so fast.” 
 With a higher number of animals 
comes huge expenses. The red tide 
certainly doesn’t help. 
 “We’ve outgrown Linda’s house,” 
said Vickery. 
 Birds in Helping Hands is 
currently looking for a larger space, 
and donations help. 
 “It’s the people that drive an 
hour to give us a dove, and hand 
us $100,” said Vickery. “Donations 
have really grown.”  
 In 2017 the organization received 
about $9,000 in donations; their 
expenses, including food, medicine 
and shelter for the animals were 
$13,000. This year, the donations 
have risen past $10,000, but Vickery 
estimates the costs to keep the 
animals, particularly in a year with 
such a severe red tide outbreak, will 
be about $20,000. 
 Those interested in donating or 
volunteering should contact Shelley 
Vickery at 727-365-4592 or visit their 
website at birdsinhelpinghands.
org.

•••

Shelley Vickery holds just one of the many birds that she has saved recently through her 
organization Birds in Helping Hands, which rehabs injured birds and wildlife. The group has 
seen a large increase in birds that are sick due to ingesting red tide toxins. 

Birds, from front page
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Wish You Were Here
Crossword Puzzle Solution on Page 12

PLACE YOUR  AD TODAY!             

727-321-6965

Mike
Brandenburg

The Gabber is the

only advertising I use 
because I get such good response    

from our ads” 
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Dinner, from front page

 St. Petersburg’s Grand Central District is gearing up for a dinner tasting 
tour for a good cause. The event will benefit the non-profit Come Out St. Pete, 
while showcasing five eateries in the district. According to the organization’s 
website, Come Out St. Pete’s mission is to “to celebrate coming out, to inspire 
members of the LGBT community to be honest about their sexual orientation 
and gender identity, to raise awareness of issues facing the community, and to 
encourage others to be openly supportive as allies.” 
 In June, the Grand Central District hosted the St. Pete Pride Street Festival. 
This event, paired with a strong history of LGBTQ acceptance in the district, 
made it the perfect place for the benefit, scheduled for October 4 at 6 p.m., say 
organizers.
 Tracey Asalita is the owner of Central Avenue’s The Queens Head, a British 
bar and restaurant. Asalita’s restaurant is one of five on the tour. Alongside 
Mandy Keyes of Community Cafe, Asalita planned and organized the event, 
focusing on a theme of community. 
 “We had planned a dining event in the Grand Central to support Come Out 
St. Pete,” said Asalita. “I suggested a progressive dinner-type format to enhance 
the community-building aspect of the event.” 
 Diners will start at Punky’s Bar and Grill and make their way north on 
Central Avenue to try a dish and an adult beverage at Pom Pom’s Teahouse 
and Sandwicheria, URBAN Comfort, The Queens Head, and finish with dessert 
at Community Cafe. Each stop will last about 45 minutes, giving tour-goers 
plenty of time to take in the vibes of each eatery. 
 Plates like seared sea scallops with cauliflower mash, yellow curry chicken 
wraps, and fried mac and cheese will fuel diners, while jazzy drinks like Pom 
Pom’s teamosa (sparkling wine and tea) will bring the fun. 
 Although this is the first tasting tour of its kind for the Grand Central 
District, Asalita says she hopes it won’t be the last. 
 “We have five restaurants on this tour, but we have many more exciting 
places in the district,” she said. “We already have ideas how to expand this to 
include other restaurants next year.”
 All of the proceeds from the event will go towards the Come Out St. Pete. 
 “The organization is important to me because it supports the growing LGBTQ 
community in St Pete,” said Asalita. Forty tickets are available for the tour 
and can be purchased online at comeoutstpete.org/product/taste-grand-central-
ticket. Asalita encourages patrons to get tickets in advance as they may be sold 
out on the day of the tour. 
 For more information about the event and Come Out St. Pete, visit 
comeoutstpete.org. 

•••

Vote for 2019 Gecko 
Ball Theme
 Community members are 
encouraged to vote now for the 
theme of next year’s Gecko Ball, 
taking place on Saturday, August 
24, 2019. In its 11th year, the event 
continues to gain popularity through 
its representation and celebration 
of the Gulfport community and the 
city’s mascot, the gecko.
 The ball has taken on many other 
memorable themes. Each theme 
inspires a unique array of costumes, 
décor, drinks, food and music.
  Event organizers and volunteers 
have narrowed the choices to these 
three for public voting:
 Gecko Band Stand – a celebration 
of all genres of music and dancing 
featured on the popular American 
Bandstand television show from 
1952-1989.
 Burlesque Gecko – a celebration 
of expression, laughter, comedy, 
entertainment, and movement with 
just a hint of sensuality. Think can-
can girls!
 Geckos of the Round Table – 
a celebration of medieval times 
and characters including knights, 
maidens and dragons.
 To vote for one of these themes, 
send a private message to event 
organizers via the Gecko Ball 
Facebook page @GeckoBall or email 
brittneysummer@gmail.com. Please 
note that public Facebook posts will 
not be counted as votes. Use only one 
method to vote. One vote per person 
will be counted. The deadline to vote 
is October 31. The winning theme 
will be determined by the most votes 
and will be announced in November.
  The chosen theme also extends to 
Gulfport’s other events within Gecko 
World including the 2019 Art Gecko 
Show, Gecko Crawl and GeckoFest. 
All Gecko events are sponsored by 
the nonprofit Gulfport Merchants 
Chamber. A portion of proceeds 
from these events will be donated 
to nonprofit organizations chosen 
through a grant process performed 
each year.
 For more information and updates 
on the Gecko Ball, go to Facebook.
com/GeckoBall, or contact John 
Haugen at jhaugen@hudsonmkt.
com.

••• 
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Mommy & Me Yoga 
at Gulfport Library
 Come to the Mommy & Me yoga 
class on the first Tuesday of the 
month. The next class is Tuesday, 
October 2 at 10:15 a.m., taught by 
registered yoga teacher Ms. Christa. 
This class is intended for parents and 
babies ages 6 weeks to 12 months (or 
babies not yet running). Come meet 
other new parents and babies in the 
community, stretch, laugh, get some 
strength back and rejuvenate! Please 
call 727-893-1074 to reserve your 
spot or email Cailey at cklasson@
mygulfport.us.

••• 

Fifth Annual Mayors’ 
49th Street Cleanup
 On Saturday, October 13, please 
join Mayor Sam Henderson of 
Gulfport and Mayor Rick Kriseman 
of St. Petersburg as they co-host 
the 5th Annual Mayors’ 49th Street 
Cleanup. After the cleanup, join 
Police Chief Rob Vincent of Gulfport 
and Police Chief Tony Holloway of 
St. Petersburg as they host the 4th 

Annual Chiefs’ Chat Community 
Forum. Two community events 
celebrating “one street, two cities, 
one goal – collaboration.”
 The cleanup is about more than 
picking up litter. It is a celebration 
of community and it is about 
collaboration of the neighborhoods 
along 49th Street. Residents from all 
areas of both cities are encouraged 
to participate. This event affords all 
the opportunity to come out and meet 
neighbors, from both communities 
and while also making a difference! 
The communities of Gulfport and 
St. Petersburg should not be divided 
by anything more than four lanes of 
asphalt.
 The event will feature community 
groups such as Chart 411, Keep 
Pinellas Beautiful, Tampa Bay Watch, 
LOCAL Shops1, So49, Gulfport 
Merchant’s Chamber, Plastic Free 
Gulfport, Child’s Park Neighborhood 
Association, the Gulfport Public 
Library and others. 
 And last but not least, the Urban 
Gypsies of Florida will kick off the 
event and energize the volunteers, as 
only they can, with their innovative 
combination of Tribal, Gypsy, Disco, 

Bluegrass, 70s Rock, Folk and Funk. 
 The event takes place on the 
Tangerine Greenway on 49th Street 
South at Tangerine Avenue. Cleanup 
participants will be divided into four 
teams and will clean 49th Street and 
its adjacent alleys from the Pinellas 
Trail to Gulfport Blvd./22nd Avenue. 
The most unusual item collected, will 
garner the “Golden Picker” award.
 There will be activities for the 
children. A light breakfast will be 
served and after the clean up there 
will be a 5th Anniversary cake, 
popcorn and ice cream.

••• 

A Conversation 
About Living Wills
 Come to the Gulfport Senior 
Center, 5501 27th Ave S., on Monday, 
October 1 at 3 p.m. and get the scoop 
on local resources available through 
Empath Health and learn some tips 
and recommendations to help guide 
you along the way.
 Everyone has their own wishes 
and preferences about what would 
be important if they were unable 
to communicate their healthcare 
choices. This presentation will cover 
the basics of advance care planning 
and information about Living Wills. 
 They will also look at some 
effective communication techniques 
to help you discuss your wishes with 
your family. Every adult should be 
empowered to create, communicate 
and honor medical care wishes. This 
information can help you. 
 For more information, call 727-
893-5657. 

••• 
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Local Crime Watch
A sampling of police reports from Sept. 13 to Sept. 19 in Gulfport.

Source: Gulfport Police Department

Gulfport
9/13- Traffic arrest in the 5700 
block of Gulfport Boulevard South.  
Officer Nieves observed a vehicle 
in front of him make a sudden lane 
change so he ran the tag displayed 
on the vehicle. The registered owner 
had a suspended license and there 
was a seize tag order issued by the 
State of Florida. Gary Geiser Jr was 
arrested for driving on a suspended 
license. His tag was seized and 
vehicle impounded.

 9/13- Resisting an officer 
without violence in the 5500 
block of the Pinellas Trail.                                                             
While officers were investigating a 
stolen bicycle, Officer Carter located 
a person on the Pinellas Trail after 
dark. Officer Carter activated his 
emergency lights and the person fled 
from him. Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Office K-9 and flight units responded 
to assist, but were unable to locate 
the person. Officer Carter was able 
to identify him though and charges 
are pending.

9/13- Warrant arrest in the 
400 block of 59th Street South.                                                                                         
Officers responded for a report 
of a missing adult. During the 
investigation, the reported missing 
adult returned. A records check 
revealed the man had an outstanding 
warrant issued by the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office for theft. 
William Tirpak was arrested on 
that warrant and transported to the 
Pinellas County Jail.

 9/14- Traffic stop/narcotics arrest 
in the 5200 block of 17th Avenue 
South. Officer Carter saw a vehicle 
with an expired registration, so 
he conducted a traffic stop on the 
vehicle. It turns out that the tag 
on the vehicle was not assigned to 
the vehicle and the driver, Ernesto 
Torna, did not have a valid driver’s 
license. Torna was arrested and his 
vehicle was impounded. During the 
inventory required prior to impound, 
Officer Carter located crystal meth 
and heroin in the vehicle. Torna and 
his passenger, Joseph Akey, were 
charged with possession of meth and 
heroin.

 9/15- Theft in the 800 block of 59th 
Street South. A resident reported 
that he had a surveyor place flags 
down the property line so that he 
could show that his neighbor’s fence 
is over his property line. The neighbor 
apparently removed the flags the 
surveyor put down.

9/16- Theft in the 1400 block of 58th 
Street South. A resident reported 
that a female had taken his phone 
from the charger in his residence and 
left with it.  Officers were eventually 
able to get the female to return to the 
scene and give the phone back to the 
victim. The resident did not want to 
press charges.

 9/17- Criminal mischief at Save 
A Lot. Video surveillance showed 
that at 11:30 p.m. the night before, a 
white male wearing dark pants and 
an open Hawaiian style shirt walked 
up to the front of the store and threw 
a glass coke bottle through the front 
door, shattering the glass. The male 
returned to the store several hours 
later at around 2:30 a.m. but never 
entered the store.

 9/17- Theft in the 4600 block of 
29th Avenue South. A resident 
called to report that he saw a white 
male in a red Dodge pickup truck 
stealing decorative rocks that belong 
to the city. When the suspect saw 
the witness attempting to get his 
tag information, he allegedly drove 
directly toward the witness and fled 
the scene.

 9/18- Assist Fire Rescue in the 
5200 block of Gulfport Boulevard 

South A vehicle caught fire and 
pulled off into an alleyway. There 
were no injuries and the fire was 
extinguished. Officers assisted fire 
rescue with traffic control.

 9/18-  Assist Fire Rescue in the 
5500 block of Shore Boulevard South.                                                                                
Officers responded to the location 
involving a female subject making 
noises inside the women’s bathroom. 
The female stated she was sleeping 
in the bathroom and must have been 
dreaming. Sunstar transported the 
female to the hospital for a high 
heart rate.

 9/18-  Resisting an officer 
without violence in the 1800 
block of 55th Street South.                                                                          
Officer Carter saw a juvenile male, 
who he knew to have an active felony 
warrant for his arrest. When Officer 
Carter attempted to stop the subject 
he ran. Officers were unable to locate 
the juvenile.

9/19- Traffic arrest in the 6400 
block of Gulfport Boulevard South. 
Officer Priest stopped a vehicle for 
speeding. The driver of the vehicle, 
William Jones, did not have a valid 
driver’s license and was arrested 
for driving on a suspended license. 
He was transported to the Pinellas 
County Jail.

 9/19- Assist Outside agency in the 
6100 block of 10th Avenue South.                                                
An officer responded to the area 
reference a stolen cell phone case 
that was reported to the Largo Police 
Department. The victim was able to 
track the location of the phone to a 
residence in Gulfport. Officers were 
able to retrieve the cell phone from 
the resident who stated the cell phone 
was found on the side of the road.

••• 
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By Angelina Bruno

 Brent Tarring, a Baltimore 
native and resident of Gulfport, is 
no stranger to adversity.  In 1987, 
Tarring and his father were hit in 
a drunk driving accident. The car 
slammed into a tree, causing many 
injuries and breaking seven bones 
in Tarring’s thoracic vertebrae. At 
just 5 years old, Tarring was fitted 
with Harrington rods running 
through his spinal column and up 
his neck. The rods saved his life, 
but had to be adjusted as Tarring 
got taller, leaving him to grow up in 
hospitals. 
 Tarring’s hospital stays did not 
end in childhood, though. At 18, 
he was in a coma after being given 
the wrong type of blood during a 
medical procedure. In fall of 2017, 
staph bacteria in his blood ate away 
bones in his neck, hospitalizing him 
for sepsis. 
 “His neck was crumbling, 
essentially,” said Kati Asbury, 
Tarring’s girlfriend. 
 He fought for his life at Tampa 
General Hospital, doubting whether 
he would survive. 
 “I went in on October 23 and I 
didn’t leave until January 23,” said 
Tarring. 
 “Just hearing his story, you’d 
still really never know what he’s 
been through. And he’ll never bring 
it up. He’s not that kind of person,” 
said Asbury. “He always puts other 
people first and sacrifices to make 
other people happy. I don’t think I 
could ever be this strong, ever.” 
 Living with disability – and 
sometimes even fighting for survival 
– might have been more than some 
could handle. But throughout his 
struggles, Tarring also worked to 
realize his dream of an announcing 
career with World Wrestling 
Entertainment, Inc, (WWE). For 
five years, Tarring announced for 
WWE until he finally split from the 
company in 2010. Tarring said he 
felt WWE was pushing him aside 
because of his disability, preferring 
he write the scripts instead of 
announce the show. This wasn’t 
what Tarring wanted and not what 

Gulfport Resident Works to Inspire Others to Overcome Adversity
he had worked for. 
 “And to get to WWE, 
nobody had done 
that, from a disabled 
standpoint,” he said. 
 In 2010, he knew 
his announcing career 
wasn’t over. “I knew 
what I wanted...This 
is what I wanted 
to do, professional 
wrestling,” said 
Tarring. “I knew I 
was good at it. I knew 
I showed up before 
everybody and left 
after everybody.”
 Tarring wasn’t 
ready to give up on his 
dream. 
 “I’m the best young 
guy out there and I 
walked away,” said 
Tarring. “And nobody 
walks away from 
WWE. That’s crazy.” 
 After taking some 
time to focus on his 
health, then later fight 
for his life in fall 2017, 
Tarring joined forces 
with All In, a wrestling production 
bearing the tagline: “The Biggest 
Independent Wrestling Show 
Ever.” 
 The show, which threw down 
in Chicago’s Sears Centre on 
September 1, 2018, was the first 
independent wrestling show in the 
US to sell 10,000 tickets since 1993. 
And Tarring was there to announce 
it. 
 After the success of the show, 
Tarring says decided to stick with 
All In, a team of friends Tarring 
feels lifts him up and recognizes his 
professional announcing skills. 
 “There’s no denying hard work 
and talent,” said Tarring. “If you 
don’t give up, something will 
happen.”
 Tarring’s plans for the future 
include more wrestling announcing, 
another surgery that will put him 
out of the game for a few months, 
and brainstorming how to inspire 
others with disabilities. 
 “Any time I want to give up, or 

any time it just sucks, dude – like 
it’s not about me anymore,” said 
Tarring. “I’ve gotten far enough and 
done enough that I’m but a vessel 
for this story.”
 Currently, Tarring is looking 
into the idea of pairing up with 
others who have overcome extreme 
adversity and telling his story to a 
larger audience via a podcast, book 
or documentary. 
 “I think I can give a little bit of 
silver lining and hope and that’s 
what you need to get through day to 
day,” he said. 
 Tarring feels that his story may 
be especially inspiring to kids with 
injuries or disabilities. 
 “I know that when I was in Mount 
Washington Pediatric Hospital as 
a kid, if there was some adult guy 
with a spinal cord injury who had 
a girlfriend and was in wrestling, 
it would have blown my mind,” he 
said. “So I know somehow I can help 
somebody.”

•••

Gulfport resident Brent Tarring, center, poses with WWE Hall-of-
Famer Diamond Dallas Page, left, and friend and wrestler Cody 
Rhodes. Tarring, who was in a major car accident at 5 years old, 
has spent his life overcoming physical challenges and working 
his way to his dream career as a wrestling announcer. Photo 
courtesy of Brent Tarring. 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). The 
differences between generations will 
be more apparent this week. Lucky 
moves: envision the older generation 
as people who were once your age. Try 
and demystify something about the 
younger generation. Ask questions. 
Ideally your team should involve 
people of all ages.
 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
Romance is in the air, bringing 
such features as giddy butterflies 
and imaginings of a shared future. 
That said, try not to get too caught 
up in thinking about relationships. 
Basic animal compatibility follows 
the genius of biochemistry, no added 
effort needed from a thought process. 
 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The 
change that's afoot may not be 
working for you straight out of the 
gate. It's seemingly too costly. You'll 
wish to return to the way things were. 
Take heart -- the pendulum always 
swings back from whence it came, or 
approximately so. In the meantime, 
don't miss the opportunity inside this 
altered state.
 CANCER (June 22-July 22). You're 
brave and capable, but you can't 
handle absolutely everything on your 
own. Why would you want to? When 
you rely on your friends, both of you 
get a gift. You get the gift of their 
assistance and they get the gift of 
helping you, and feeling needed and 
important. 
 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Waste 

no time in waiting for hopes to be 
fulfilled. What will happen is what you 
make happen. You'll get organized. 
You'll write all of your intentions 
and get them pointed in the same 
direction. Success will be a function of 
alignment. You'll be amazed at how 
much momentum builds very quickly 
once all is congruent. 
 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Suffering 
is a part of life, and you're not going 
to have a week that goes by without 
it. The point is to become tolerant 
of it, to do your thing even though it 
comes with a little discomfort. You 
grow powerful as you become more 
accepting of a wider range of feelings 
and circumstances. 
 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The 
good thing about getting older is that 
small minutia seems less bothersome 
to you and you care a lot less about 
unimportant things. Right now it's 
one way, but it really has been a lot 
of different ways and it will change 
again soon. So the main point is just 
not to get too comfortable with how 
things are. 
 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
Contentment is wealth. Money 
without contentment isn't worth 
much. You'll be making yourself feel 
more content this week as you learn 
about what really pleases you. Your 
enjoyment is so important, and, as 
you'll find out, not always expensive 
either. 
 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 

Just because the majority of people 
share an opinion about how things 
should be run, that doesn't make 
their opinion correct, moral, ethical 
or anything other than popular. 
Investigate your options. You might 
be the first one willing to challenge 
what's going on, but you won't be the 
only one.
 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
There's nothing lonelier than being 
surrounded by people who aren't on 
your wavelength. To be in proximity 
and yet not relating – that's worse 
than being alone. When you're alone, 
you can and will give yourself the love 
and attention you need. You're free to 
focus your energy where it will bring 
you joy.
 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Creativity is paramount to your 
frame of mind, and you'll get the 
chance to be in a group where many 
are operating on a higher level to 
solve problems together. It's a terrific 
feeling coming from your part of 
the world. You radiate warmth and 
sensitivity and those who need extra 
care are attracted to the vibration. 
 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). If the 
world isn't being particularly sweet 
on you, it's difficult to generate a 
lot of love and compassion in return 
– difficult, not impossible. One way 
to manage it is to be very kind to 
yourself and then let the overflow 
from that seep into the world. By the 
end of the week you'll feel lucky.
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Preschool Storytime 
Every Wednesday
 Weekly pre-school storytime is 
on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Come to 
the Gulfport Library every week for 
stories, songs, movement, making 
new friends and a craft! Open to 3-to-
5-year-olds and a caregiver. For more 
information call Cailey at 727-893-
1074 or cklasson@mygulfport.us.

••• 

Depression Bipolar 
Support Group
 A depression bipolar support group 
meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at 
Pasadena Community Church, 227 
70th St. S. The meetings are free 
and no registration is required. For 
more information call 727-410-1569 
or visit dbsatampabay.org.

•••

The Blueberry Patch 
Literary Afternoon 
 All local writers, poets and lyricists 
are welcome to share their original 
works with the Blueberry Patch’s 
audience. Literary artists wishing to 
participate please sign up in advance 
at the contacts below.
 Attendees will receive a wristband 
for entry to the regularly scheduled 
open mic event from 7 to 11 p.m. 
Come out and experience the 
Blueberry Patch and a showcase of 
local literary artists.
 The Blueberry Patch is located at 
4923 20th Ave. S. Audience admission 
is $5. Visit Inktankatthepatch or call 
727-709-4763. 

••• 

Coffee with a Cop 
and Councilmember
 If you didn’t make it to the 
last event, let the aroma of fresh 
brewed coffee help you find your 
way to historic Scout Hall to enjoy 
casual conversation with a cop and 
councilmember. This event is hosted 
by Community Resource Officer 
Zack Mills and his special guest, 
Councilmember Paul Ray. The chat 
and coffee will occur on Saturday, 
October 6 between 9 am and 11 am at 
5315 28th Ave. S. As always during 
Coffee with a Cop, there is plenty of 
socializing and meeting old and new 
friends.

••• 

Beta Sigma Phi Activities
 Gamma Omega Master’s executive board will meet on Tuesday, October 2 
at 7 p.m. at the home of Joyce Keller. A ways and means meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, October 3 at 7 p.m. at the home of Pat Lynch. The chapter is 
continuing to paint their Christmas Mice ornaments. Members are taking orders 
for these ornaments. The cost is $3 and if personalized, $3.50. Contact Sharon 
Ingram at 727-321-2849.
 Joyce Powell, Service Chairman for Sunshine City Council will be distributing 
sugar-free cookies to the residents at Dolphin’s View Health and Rehab in South 
Pasadena. Volunteers from the various chapter assist with this on the second 
Friday of each month. The next visit is scheduled for Friday, October 12. All Beta 
Sigma Phis from the bay area are invited.
  Beta Sigma Phi is a social and cultural women’s organization. For more 
information contact Sharon Ingram at 727-321-2849.

•••
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