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Your Vice Mayor to 
Serve as Gulfport’s 
Financial Expert
 At his council’s 
request, vice 
mayor David 
Hastings will 
serve as the 
city’s financial 
expert on 
the auditor 
s e l e c t i o n 
c o m m i t e e . 
Vice may-or 
Hastings, a 
certified public 
a c c o u n t a n t , 
will join the committee as an expert. 
The three other committee members 
include: the city’s administrative 
services director, Dan Carpenter, 
accounting manager Cher Johnson, 
and city clerk Lesley DeMuth.
  According to city attorney Andy 
Salzman, the vice mayor will not 
make recommendations in his 
capacity as a member of the auditing 
selection committee.

After 16 Years, 
Parting is 
Sweet Sorrow
By Cathy Salustri

  In 1995, 
Kitty Smith 
left left a 
job teaching 
library sci-
ence at the 
University of 
North Caroli-
na – Greens-
boro to lead 
the Gulfport 
library. Her 
charge? To 
take the li-
brary in a new direction.

See Retiree, page 6

Gulfport library 
administrator Kitty 

Smith retires.

Vice Mayor
David Hastings

Your Neighbors at Work

  Elizabeth Neily and Al Davis pluck trash from along 49th 
Street this past Saturday morning. Gulfport’s new service 
group, Gulfport Neighbors, organized the cleanup. Items found 
included a bag of marijuana, a wig, plastic bags, discarded 
cigarettes and blunt ends, and a cornucopia of other cast-offs.

See 49th Street, page 2

Defending St. Pete Beach: 
Suzanne Van Wyk
By Cathy Salustri

  Suzanne Van Wyk lives and works 
in Tallahassee, but she’s more 
familiar with the city of St. Pete 
Beach’s comprehensive plan – and 
the lawsuits swirling around it 
with maelstrom-like activity – than 
many local attorneys. 

See Land Use, page 53

Suzanne Van Wyk 
from Tallahassee 

helps city with 
land use issues.

Will Your 911 Call Go to the 
County or 53rd Street?
GULFPORT – With the vote still weeks away, residents 
came out to speak about whether or not the city should 
turn its police dispatch over to the Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office as a money-saving measure.
  “A life is worth more than $200,000. Those minutes 
mean life, whether it’s a baby, an elderly person or 
anyone who’s choking to death. You want the quality 
and benefit of your residents over money,” 

See Fate of 911, page 14
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49th Street, 
       from front page
  The city of Gulfport provided 
cold water and trash “grabbers” 
as well as trolley service up and 
down 49th Street for people who 
needed a break, a ride back to the 
Neighborhood Center, or a fresh 
bag. The Gabber opened to offer cold 
water, watermelon, clean bathrooms, 
and a hand washing station. Island 

Flavors and T’ings, usually closed on 
weekends, opened for the Gulfport 
Neighbors so participants could get 
lunch along the cleanup route.
  Almost 50 people participated in the 
cleanup. Volunteers plucked litter 
and trash from both the Gulfport and 
St. Petersburg side of 49th Street.

••
View more photos of Saturday’s 

event at TheGabber.com.
•••

Forensic Services Get 
Cheaper in Gulfport 
Due to Fewer Calls
GULFPORT – For the second year in 
a row, the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Office (PCSO) has lowered the cost of 
providing forensic services in the city 
of Gulfport, according to chief of police 
Rob Vincent. In the coming fiscal year, 
Gulfport will pay the PCSO just over 
$30,000 for “forensic investigations, 
fingerprint analysis, and evidence 
control,” according to city records. 
  Last year the city paid about $10,000 
more for these services, the chief later 
estimated. The city contracts for 96 
calls per year and this year, Detective 
Sergeant Rob Burkhart says the police 
have only used 45. This, he says, is 
possibly why the city has seen a rate 
decrease. 
  “We haven’t used it,” he says. The 
chief agrees with the detective 
sergeant, saying that sheriff bases 
contract rates on last year’s calls.
  A memo to the council says that it 
would cost Gulfport about $60,000 to 
staff such a position.

•••
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If You Live in 
Gulfport, You Still 
Get First Response
GULFPORT – After some discussion 
about the financial ramifications of 
not offering first responder services, 
city council voted to continue the 
city’s contract as a First Responder 
in Gulfport.
  “A first responder is the first person 
on scene at an emergency,” Fire Chief 
Jim Marenkovic said. “The second 
unit is basically Sunstar, who brings 
the ambulance.”
  The city contracts with the county 
to provide first responder services 
in Gulfport, and the county will pay 
the costs of one first responder, who, 
in Gulfport, has paramedic training, 
on each of the city’s three shifts. The 
county also reimburses the city for 
the cost of that paramedic’s benefits.

•••

Gulfport Adds 
Police Union
GULFPORT – Gulfport police 
sergeants now have a union. 

  “Basically they wanted the same 
benefits the officers received. They 
work 12-hour shifts also,” city 
manager Jim O’Reilly told the 
council. 
  “We couldn’t have done that without 
the union?” Vice mayor David 
Hastings asked.
  O’Reilly explained that city 
employees had a right to form a 
union. The Fraternal Order of Police 
Pinellas Lodge 43 is the sergeant’s 
union.

•••

Chamber to Hold 
Mixer Tonight
  Gallagher & Associates Law Firm 
will host the Gulfport Chamber of 
Commerce’s August Membership 
Mixer on August 18 from  
5-6:30 p.m. at their offices on 5720 
Central Avenue in St. Petersburg.  
All are invited to attend including 
Gulfport Chamber members, local 
businesses, clients and friends of the 
firm. Hors d’oeuvres and drinks will 
be served. Questions can be directed 
to 727-344-LAWS.

•••
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Retiree, from front page

    “Kitty’s role when she was brought 
here was to take the library to the 
next level, and she succeeded in do-
ing that. As the community changed, 
she changed the library. She auto-
mated it and brought technology to 
the library. She was a real proponent 
of the new libraries we see today that 
we all visit today,” city manager Jim 
O’Reilly says. 
  This week she retired, leaving the 
library in the hands of her staff. Be-

fore leaving, Gulfport’s long-time 
library administrator took her last 
three weeks of vacation, coming back 
Monday to say goodbye. Staff, pres-
ent and former, took the opportunity 
to wish her well and share cakes, 
cookies and coffee with Kitty. Sever-
al residents also came by to say their 
farewells.
  “It seemed very easy to get used to 
not being here,” Ms. Smith said of her 
vacation leading up to her last day, 
although she added she will miss her 
staff.

  Her plans for retirement? 
  “I’m staying home and doing what-
ever I feel like doing. I’ll sleep until I 
wake up.”
  Librarian Carol Parker will serves 
as the acting library administrator. 
Ms. Parker has her masters of li-
brary science, a requirement for any 
library that wishes to receive fund-
ing and participate in the county co-
operative.

•••

Insurance Costs 
Increase For Gulfport
GULFPORT –  City employees will 
continue to receive the same insurance 
benefits, despite a cost increase to 
the city. Council voted to renew its 
health, life, and disability coverage 
for employees. The city’s Blue Cross/
Blue Shield health insurance rates 
increased by 7.5%, or almost $27,000. 
Human resources director Mercedes 
Perez said was because of a “change 
in demographics,” or the change 
in average age of city employees. 
Likewise, the city’s long-term 
disability coverage through Mutual 
of Omaha increased by 15.7%, or just 
over $4300.
  Life and accidental death and 
dismemberment insurance rates did 
not increase.

•••

Seniors’ Chat Room 
  Join others as they experience 
table topics with the Gulfport Senior 
Center’s Chat Room every Friday at 
2 p.m.  The Center is located at 5501 
27 Avenue S. in Gulfport.

•••
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Gulfport’s Third 
Saturday Art Walk
  Visit Gulfport’s Waterfront Art 
District and beat the summer heat 
at the Third Saturday Art Walk on 
August 20th from 6-10 p.m. Meet 
new friends and acquaintances, while 
reveling in Gulfport’s authentic “Old 
Florida” atmosphere. Take home a 
new piece of art and marvel at the 
work of over 30 artists and crafters, 
as well as authors and entertainers 
stretched over a half-mile up and 
down scenic Beach Boulevard. 
  Live musicians including Paul 
Anthony’s Acoustic Duo and 
others will be appearing at venues 
throughout the Village. Observe the 
talented artists at work all along 
Beach & Shore Boulevards. The 
Industrial Art Center continues 
to offer “Blow Your Own Glass 
Masterpiece” mini classes by master 
glass blower Jackie Ballard and the 
IAC team. 
  While browsing the art and craft 
booths, don’t miss Gulfport’s unique 
shops, boutiques and galleries. Enjoy 
dinner at one of over a dozen fine 
restaurants within the Art District, 
now one of the foremost dining 
destinations in the Bay Area and 
one of six small-town finalists from 
across the country in the 2011 Rand 
McNally/USA Today “Best of the 
Road” competition in the “Best Food” 
category.
  Gulfport Art Walk takes place on 
the First Friday and Third Saturday 
of every month, year-round. Parking 
is always free and free trolley rides 

are available from off-site parking 
areas. Pet and family friendly! 
  Experience a fresh dining, shopping 
and cultural experience unlike any 
other. Once you discover Gulfport’s 
Waterfront Art District, Tampa 
Bay’s “best kept secret to a really cool 
summer”, you’ll want to come back 
for more.
  For information on the Gulfport 
Merchants Association and Gulfport 
events, please visit www.GulfportMA.
com. The Gulfport Art Walk and 
event recorded information line is 
866-ART-WALK. Artists and crafters 
interested in participating can find 

more information and download an 
application at www.SIKPromotions.
com>Vendor Info, 3007 Beach Blvd. 
S. in Gulfport.

•••

Single Solos to Meet
  Looking for activities do this month? 
Join the Single Solos at the Pinellas 
Recreation Center at 59th St. N, in 
Pinellas Park. Their meetings are 
the second Monday of every month 
at 1:30 p.m. Bring $2 and  a dish to 
share for 6 to 8 people ($5 if not a 
dish) . For more information call 727-
520-8797 and ask for Pat. 

•••      
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Animal Shelter Opens 
New Adoption Center
  Join Pet Pal Animal Shelter at the 
Cuddly Cats Adoption Center Open 
House and Toy Drive, Saturday, 
August 20th from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Pet Food Warehouse, 6155-B 18th 
Street N. in St. Petersburg.  Drop off 
a toy for a homeless animal and see 
the newly constructed cat adoption 
center that houses Pet Pal cats and 
kittens. Adopted felines will receive 
a free bag of kitty litter, cat food, 
cardboard scratching pad and toy. 
Adoptable dogs will be onsite, too.  
  For more information visit, www.
petpalanimalshelter.com or call 727-
328-7738.  

•••

YMCA to Host School 
Supplies Giveaway
ST. PETERSBURG- For the second 
year, the Childs Park YMCA will be 
hosting a School Supplies Giveaway. 
This year’s event will be held on  
Saturday, August 20 from 9-11 a.m. at 
691 43rd Street S. in St. Petersburg.
With the assistance of Pepsico and 
Walmart, more than 500 backpacks 
and a variety of school supplies will 
be available on a first come first serve 
basis. Many local organizations will 
also be on hand to provide valuable 
community resource information to 
the families in attendance.
Free haircuts will be given to young 
men, The Rays Street Team along 
with mascot Raymond will be in 

attendance for fun activities and to 
take pictures with the children and 
entertainment will be provided by 
a hometown favorite, the Mt. Zion 
Progressive Drum Line.
  Donations are still needed including 
school uniforms that will be provided 
to the families at Fairmount Park 
Elementary. To make a donation or 
for more information, please contact 
Deborah Figgs-Sanders at 727- 
209-9622.

•••

Pickle Ball Anyone?
  The City of Gulfport Recreation 
Center will once again be open for 
Pickle Ball on Wednesday mornings 
from 10 a.m. – noon. Anyone who is 
interested in playing should come to 
the Recreation Center and register. 
The one-time fee is $2 for Gulfport 
Residents and $20 for non-residents. 
The gym is also opened Monday–
Friday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. for 
basketball, volleyball or pickle ball 
practice. You must have your own 
equipment. If you have any questions 
please call 727-893-1068.

•••
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      Religious Services, Classes  & Events Call 321-6965
for more information on placing your ad in this special section

Places of Worship
Grace Bible 
Celebrates 50 Years
 On August 28th, 2011, Grace Bible 
Church will be celebrating 50 years 
of God’s faithfulness. The first 
congregational meeting was held 
in September 1961 at a residence. 
Ground was broken on the present 
location in February 1966 (555 
61st Street S.)  In 1987 Central 
Community Church merged with 
Grace Bible.  Grace Bible has only 
had three pastors in the 50 years of 
their history. Rev. Jim Engleman 
was the first pastor as of November 
1961.  In May of 1977 he retired and 
his son, Phil, became the pastor. 
Then in November 1990, Dr. Tim 
Cole was called as pastor and is still 
here today. Everyone is invited to 
the potluck dinner on August 28th 
at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall with 
a program of memories to follow in 
the Worship Center. The church 
is located at 555 61st Street S. in  
St. Petersburg.

•••
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      Religious Services, Classes  & Events Call 321-6965
for more information on placing your ad in this special section

Places of Worship
Country Gospel 
Sing-a-Long
  County Gospel Sing-a-Long 
presents “Highest Praise Ensemble”, 
“One in Heart” and “Hope of Glory” 
in concert on Sunday, August 21 
at 6:30 p.m. at Grace Connection 
Church, 4017 56 Avenue N. in St. 
Petersburg. Special guest speaker 
is Carl Clayton. Call 727-565-
8856.

•••

Sophie’s Attic 
Thrift Store
  Take a break from the heat and 
cool off while you browse around 
at Sophie’s. There are always new 
things to look at and clothes to try 
on.
  Sophie’s is located at 2728 53rd St. 
S. and open Fri.-Sat., 9-12. Sophie’s 
Attic is a mission outreach to the 
community by the First United 
Methodist Church of Gulfport.

•••

St. Petersburg Aglow 
Lighthouse to Meet
 St. Petersburg Aglow 
Lighthouse invites you to its 

meeting on Saturday, August 
20 at 11:30 a.m. at Piccadilly 
Restaurant, 1900 34 Street N. in  
St. Petersburg. Jessie Reeves, 
past president of St. Petersburg 
Aglow, will speak about “A Mighty 
Change”. Everyone is invited. 
  In order to use the facility, a 
food purchase (large or small) is 
required. Call 727-327-9070 or 727-
348-3587.

•••
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Letters
Thanks from Gulfport 
Neighbors
  Dear Editor: A big thank you to all 
who attended the  Gulfport Neighbors 
49th Street Litter Cleanup.
  This list may not be complete, but 
includes everyone who signed in, and 
any others I could remember. We had 
a  total of 48 volunteers, and they all 
deserve credit for lending a hand! If 
you attended, or know of someone 
who attended, whose name is not on 
this list, please let me know. Every 
volunteer deserves recognition!
  David Hastings, Jim O’Reilly, Doug 
Addis, Doug Hudson,  Leonardo 
Robledo, Gina Burke & Lula, Zoey, 
and Allie ,  Teddy Kehoe, Patty 
Burke,  Amy Oatley, Lynn DiVenuti,  
Bob  Newcomb, Charles & Terrie Lee, 
Gerry O’Regan,  Iver Huincho,  Al & 
Cindy Davis, Mike & Judy Baggs,  
Mary Stull,  Robert & Cherlene 
Willis, Cathy Salustri, Ken Reichert,  
Jane Ogilvie, Mark Gildauskis, 
Frances Rodriguez,  Alice Janisch, 
Bob Usher, Patti Ewald, Bill & Rose-
Marie Seawall, Elizabeth Neily, 
Leigh Hanson, Johnny Roth, Mike 
Schnippering, Ted & Mary Jo Kehoe, 
Josh Stone, Leslie Waters, Brian Van 
Slyke, Amber & family (3).
  Also, a big thank-you to Helena 
at Island Flavors and Tings for a 
fantastic lunch buffet!
  If you are on Facebook, and we are 
not already “Friends” then please 
look for me under “Douglas Hudson” 
and send a friend request. I’ll keep 
you updated on all future Gulfport 
Neighbors projects.

Doug Hudson
•••

It Takes some Effort
  Dear Editor: I read your articles 
about the different zones in Gulfport 
and trash accumulation.
  My older son was born in 1960. When 
he entered the Scouts at age 7 there 
was a parent-scout meeting. We were 
told to take a plastic grocery bag with 
us and pick up trash wherever we 
went. I take a double bag with me 
when I walk the dog every Sunday. 
One is for picking up after the dog and 
the other is for picking up trash along 
the route. I saw a lady throw a candy  
bar wrapper on the street although 
others with her had grocery bags in 

their hand. I keep grocery bags in my 
SUV for trash purposes. I hang it off 
the glove compartment door. We are 
all going home, to work or to a store 
where there is a trash can. No need to 
throw trash on the ground.
  As to Zone 4 we need some 
leadership. There must be an adult 
who can spearhead a program to 
clean up the area. A mother, a father, 
a teacher, a preacher who can step 
up to the plate. One of the churches 
could get a trash bin and put it in an 
accessible location. The children come 
home from school. We all get grocery 
bags every time we go to the store. A 
grabber can be bought for $10. One 
student carries the bag and the other 
uses the grabber. Somebody with a 
truck can get others to help lift heavy 
things like the mattresses observed in 
the alley. These go to the dumpster.
  All working together can make a 
big difference. Seeing what has been 
accomplished will give all a good 
feeling. Have a big ice cream social 
for all the helpers. Then remember 
the bag full of trash a day and your 
neighborhood will not get to be the 
local dump again.

Patricia Millward
•••

No More Fun at 
Town Shores
  Dear Editor: Town Shores 
seniors were living it up (more than 
management thinks they should, so 
it seems) so the Masters Association 
and management are giving out 
costly tickets to seniors who are 
caught performing forbidden tasks 
such as: skate boarding, roller 
blading, running/jumping around 
the pool, walking pet in  non-pet area 
while on the way to the pet area, 
not being covered up, not wearing 
shoes, excessive noise at the pool, no 
feeding wild animals, rolling through 
stop signs, along with 19 other 
regulations. 
  The cost for these violations is 
$25, $50 or $100 payable to the 
management office within 14 days  
or ? How did this happen to an old 
senior community like Town Shores? 
No one knows. So watch out for the 
security guard - he will be watching 
you!

Doris Hash
•••

Philip Benjamin Gets 
Wii Championships
  Nintendo and Aetna have selected 
Philip Benjamin Tower to be one of 
150 locations nationwide to host the 
Wii Sports Resort Senior Bowling 
Championships. Participation in the 
September 6th competition is open 
to all adults over 50 years of age. 
The winning team will progress to 
regional, semi-final and the virtual 
simulcast national championships. 
  The Mighty PBT Bombers will be 
showing off their championship style 
and encourage all seniors to join 
them in this fun friendly activity. 
No experience is necessary and 
competitors may stand or sit while 
playing. 
  Don’t let your grandchildren have 
all the fun playing Wii games. Gather 
your team, outfit your cheerleaders 
and join us.  Teams of four players, or 
individuals seeking a team, can pre-
register by calling Rebecca Horowitz 
at Benjamin Tower Foundation, 
727-347-5191.

•••
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Suncoast Dixieland 
Jazz Society 
  The Suncoast Dixieland Jazz 
Society will sponsor a summer 
concert with Bobby Tess and the 
Dixie Chaps on Thursday, August 
18  from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Banquet 
Masters, 8100 Park Blvd. in Pinellas 
Park.  Admission is $5. Call  727- 
397-1875.

•••

Adopt a Cat this 
Saturday
  Animal lovers are invited to stop 
by Pets Plus this Saturday, August 
20th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to see 
a selection of beautiful Save Our 
Strays felines and hopefully fall 
in love and adopt one of them. The 
store is located at 7640 49th Street 

N. at the intersection of 49th St. and 
Park Blvd. All SOS cats are spayed/
neutered, current on their shots and 
microchipped.
  SOS also holds adoptions each 
Saturday at three Pinellas County 
PetSmarts: the Tyrone store 
(Tyrone Blvd. and Park Street) from  
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and at the Largo 
Mall PetSmart from noon to 4 p.m.  
North county residents can adopt 
at the Countryside store on U.S.19 
from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.

•••

Lithuanian/American 
Lunch this Thursday
  The Lithuanian/American Klub is 
serving lunch on Thursdays from 
1-3 p.m. at 4880 46 Avenue N. The 
cost is $7 for entree, side, dessert and 
coffee. Today’s lunch is Nalesnikai 
with meat blintzes (crepes sauteed 
on both sides) with one side of 
cranberry or apple sauce. Call Vida at  
866-7936 for more information. 
Everyone is welcome.

•••
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Fate of 911, from front page

Roz Barbieri told the city 
council as they debated 
eliminating the city-run 
dispatch. Barbieri used to 
work for the Floral City 
police in New York, a city 
she likened to Gulfport. 
  The city doesn’t have 
enough money coming in 
to offset its expenses, staff 
has explained over a series 
of budget workshops. Over 
the past few years the city 
has pulled money from 
its reserves (similar to a 
personal savings account) 
to cover the shortfall; this 
year, the council expressed 
a reluctance to keep pulling 
money.
  Tuesday night the council 
discussed ways to make ends 
meet other than by pulling 
money from the reserves.
  The four ways the city 
discussed making the coming 
year’s budget work included 
the following:
  1. Raising the tax rate to 
4.0 mils, or $4 per $1,000 of 
taxable property value.
 Additional revenue: 
$114,516
  2. Raising water and sewer 
rates by 10%. This is not a 
raise on the entire utility 
bill, just on water and sewer 
rates. This will raise the 
average bill $4.60, which 
could change based on how 
much water people use.
Additional revenue: $366,629 
per year
 3. Eliminating the city’s 
police dispatch and paying 
the sheriff’s office to handle 
dispatching emergency and 
non-emergency calls. Five 
people would lose their jobs.
Estimated savings: $147,677 
next year; $305,236 per year 
thereafter if the sheriff’s 
office does not raise their 
rate for providing dispatch 
service.
 4. Eliminating lawn care 
positions and contracting 
with an outside company 
to perform routine lawn 
maintenance. Four full-time 

employees would lose their 
jobs.

 Estimated savings: 
$115,000.

  Residents and dispatches 
spoke against getting rid 
of dispatch. Keisha Isaac, a 
Gulfport resident who works 
as a city dispatcher, spoke of 
her own experiences.
  “I had a little girl many 
years ago come to the front 
door, saying that her mother 
was being beat up,” she 
said “I asked her what her 
address was, and she couldn’t 
tell me. She said ‘I live over 
there’. That’s what she could 
give me. I let her in and held 
her hand.
  “We’re not just numbers, 
we’re people, and personally 
we care for the city. I can 
assure you the sheriff’s office 
will not,” she said.
  After hearing the public 
outcry against eliminating 
dispatch, Councilwomen 
Barbara Banno and Jennifer 
Salmon remained steadfast 
in their resolve to eliminate 
the department.
  “I’m very sorry to the 
members of the Gulfport 
dispatch; I know that 
everybody has done a really 
great job. I also know that 
you’ve got really great 
training and skills... I’m 
really hopeful that you’ll 
have a good time being able 
to find another position,” 
councilwoman Salmon said.
  Councilwoman Banno told 
the people gathered that 
their pleas hadn’t fallen on 
deaf ears. She placed the 
blame on past councils.
  “If we could have done 
something [differently over 
the past few years], maybe 
we wouldn’t be in that 
position today, and we have 
to make some really hard 
decisions, and when I make 
these decisions I’m looking 
toward our future,” she said.
  Councilman Sam Henderson 
said he would never support 
eliminating Gulfport’s 
dispatch, and he asked 
council to give the situation 

another year.
  “It’s a drop in the level of 
service and I’m not willing to 
give that up. I’m just asking 
somebody to have the faith 
for one more year,” he said. 
  Vice Mayor David Hastings, 
who had started scribbling 
on a piece of paper once 
the public comment session 
closed, spoke up.
  “If everybody is really 
interested in keeping the 
dispatch, a quick fix would 
be to find this $305,000 by 
increasing the water and 
sewer rates from 10% to 20%. 
Even if we did that, we would 
still be less than the average 
in Pinellas county. That’s a 
drastic change, but there it 
is on the table . If everybody 
would rather go 20% on the 
water and sewer, I’ll be right 
there,” he said.
  According to the city’s 
administrative services 
director, Dan Carpenter, that 
change (from a 10% increase 
to a 20% increase) would 
raise the average utility bill 
by an additional $4.60.
  No one in the audience 
spoke in favor of eliminating 
police dispatch.
  The council will vote on the 
budget in the coming month. 
It made no decision Tuesday 
night.

••

Comments about 
police dispatch:

“I’m begging one of you 
to come with me and give 
this another year before 
we cut our dispatch.” – 
Councilman Sam Hender-
son

“I am here to tell you I 
want to pay more taxes.” 
–Ernie Stone, who favored 
keeping dispatch and told 
the council “if you do this 
you will have a fight on 
your hands... people de-
serve dispatch.”

“I absolutely cannot and 
will not budge on this, 
and I think you’re go-

ing to find a lot of people 
of the same opinion.” 
– Councilman Sam Hen-
dereson, whose comments 
were met with applause, 
which the mayor silenced.

“We answer the phone. 
We do not put you on 
hold,” –Frank Wheelehan 
said. He is the Police Be-
nevolent Association repre-
sentative and says he has 
been put on hold when call-
ing the sheriff’s dispatch.

“I never voted for a tax... 
when it comes down to the 
dispatch, we have what 
we call here a small city. 
But you can’t have a city 
if you don’t have a police 
force, if you don’t have 
dispatch.” - Unknown 
resident “Come up with a 
solution to afford it.”

“I’m telling you, not on 
my watch.” – Jennifer 
Salmon, about the possibil-
ity of it being a “slippery 
slope” from eliminating 
dispatch to eliminating 
the police department it-
self. “I do not want to see 
us get rid of our police.” 
She pointed out that people 
who call 911 go through 
the county dispatch. Ac-
cording to a spokesperson 
for the police department 
Dr. Salmon spoke errone-
ously; 911 calls go through 
a separate call center and 
do not go through county 
dispatch.

“They should not be call-
ing 1030 if a crime is be-
ing committed,” –Chief 
Robert Vincent said. He 
stressed that no one should 
call the city’s non-emer-
gency number, 893-1030, 
if they see a crime in prog-
ress.

•••
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Back to School Facts
  School starts August 22.  The 
school year is also the start of 
a big celebration. The Pinellas 
County Schools turn 100. Watch for 
community celebrations throughout 
the school year on a new web site, 
which will soon be available http://
centennial.pcsb.org/
  School Buses. The familiar yellow 
school buses will soon be back on the 
roads transporting 42,650 students 
twice a day. The Pinellas County 
Schools operate more than 500 
home-to-school routes daily. Each 
year the buses cover more than 12 
million miles and district vehicles 
use about 1,814,000 gallons of diesel 
fuel annually. 
  Students should have received 
school bus cards in the mail telling 
them about their bus route. Parents 
can phone the district call center with 
questions, 727-587-2020,Monday–
Friday, 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. beginning 
Aug. 15.
  Stay Connected. The district 
has redesigned its web site. Check 
it out at www.pcsb.org Follow the 
schools on Twitter www.twitter.
com/pcschools or Facebook at www.
facebook.com/pcschools The school 
district’s emergency phone line is 
727-588-6424
  School Supplies. Parents probably 
used the recent tax holiday and back 
to school sales to stock up on pencils, 
paper, and folders and other school 
supplies. 
  How much does a school district use 
of  a few common school tools each 
year?  More than 112,555,000 sheets 

of copy paper. More than 36,600 glue 
sticks. Forty-three tons of clay is used 
during the school year.   
  How big are the Pinellas County 
Schools? In Florida Pinellas is the 
seventh largest school district and 
Pinellas is the 24th largest out of 
16,000 districts in the United States. 
The school system has a projected 
enrollment of 101,431 at 137 schools 
for this school year.

•••

Tour Barbara 
Gilberg Habitat
By Natalie Leggette
  Join me for a tour of the park on 
August 25 at 10 a.m. and learn about 
insects and diseases of plants. Anyone 
who has a group can contact me at  
384-0701 to tour the park. Barbara 
Gilberg Habitat is located at 1600 
Pasadena Avenue next to the 
electronic billboard on Shore Drive.

•••
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This Week’s Solution Table Tennis is Back at 
the Recreation Center
  The City of Gulfport Recreation 
Center is once again open for Table 
Tennis on Tuesday mornings from 
10 a.m. – noon. Anyone who is 
interested in playing should come to 
the Recreation Center and register. 
The one-time fees are $2 for Gulfport 
residents and $20 for non-residents. 
The gameroom is also opened 
Monday – Friday from 10 a.m. –  
2 p.m. for pool, table top shuffle board, 
air hockey or table tennis practice. 
You must have your own equipment. 
If you have any questions please call 
727-893-1068.

•••

Beat the Heat and 
Help the Animals
  Are you looking for something to 
do during the hot days of summer 
without spending a lot of money?  
Come to Bay Breeze Beauty Salon 
at 3117 Beach Blvd. S. in Gulfport 
and see their inexpensive selections 
of romances, science fiction, and 
mysteries. Their hardbound books 
start at a dollar.  The paperback 
books range in price from five cents to 
seventy-five cents. Their magazines 
are only five cents and include 
Rifleman, O, National Geographic 
and others.  At present they also 
have a selection of organic catnip 
pillows for purchase.  All proceeds 
go to the local animal shelters, such 
as Pet Pal Animal Shelter.

•••
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The Gabs
  

Gulfport leases property to the Lions Club for $1 a 
year. If the city wanted to break the lease to make 
more money off the property, it would have to buy 

the building. How do you feel about that?

Steven Karbowski, Gulfport: “I 
really don’t know a whole lot about 
it.”

•••

Teddy Kehoe, Gulfport: “I believe 
the Lion’s Club should keep it. They 
have a lease and they should keep 
it.”

•••

Lawrence Burke, Gulfport: “They 
should enjoy the one dollar a month 
income.”

•••

Rose-Marie Seawall, Gulfport: “If 
it would bring in more money... but if 
they’re going to have some developer 
build a condo where the public doesn’t 
have access, I wouldn’t be happy. I 
would like it to be something for the 
community.”

•••
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New Elementary 
Principals
  Parents and children will soon get 
to meet new principals at several 
area elementary schools. The 
following new principals are all 
subject to school board approval on 
August 9. James Pribble at Gulfport 
Elementary (most recently assistant 
principal of 74th Street Elementary). 
Randi Latzke at Maximo Elementary 
(most recently principal of Pinellas 
Central Elementary). Debbie 

Caven at Azalea Elementary (most 
recently assistant principal of Azalea 
Elementary). The new principal at 
Bear Creek Elementary has not yet 
been determined.

•••

Community Band to 
Resume Rehearsals
  The South Pasadena Community 
Band has announced that rehearsals 
will resume Thursday, September 
15 at the South Pasadena City Hall 
located at 7047 Sunset Drive S. The 

band rehearses on Thursday evenings 
from 7:30-9:30 p.m. through May and 
presents public concerts monthly 
with the exception of January.
  New members are invited to join 
the band. Max Millspaugh, Musical 
Director, said “we always welcome 
adult musicians who enjoy reading 
band scores and who enjoy the 
discipline of preparing and presenting 
community band concerts”. The 
band is typically a 55 member group 
and concerts feature themes which 
facilitate a wide variety of musical 
repertoire.
  Outdoor concerts are held in the 
band’s shell in Galatea Garden. The 
band will return to the Gulfport 
Casino for the November, December, 
February and March concerts. The 
concert season will be announced soon. 
Anyone seeking further information 
may contact Band President Ronald 
Stoll at 727/345-4502.

•••

Circle of Friends 
Book Shop News 
  Circle of Friends of the Gulfport 
Library is about to begin a simple 
survey. If you’re available and would 
love to volunteer, call 727-345-1869.

•••
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Venue Actors Studio 
Open House
  Venue Theatre and Actors Studio 
will hold an Open House for Young 
Actors on Saturday, August 20, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Take some time 
out of your busy day to visit Pinellas 
Park’s only Youth Theatre, meet the 
instructors, and learn about the Fall 
offerings of classes in theatre arts; 
Acting, Musical Theatre, Voice and 
Dance for young people ages 5-17.
  For more information call 727- 
822-6194 or email VenueActorStudio@
gmail.com. Venue Theatre and Actors 
Studio is located at 9124 US 19 N. 
in the Hudson’s Furniture Plaza at 
US 19 N. and Mainlands Blvd.  Find 
them on Google Maps and Facebook.

•••

Community Players 
to Hold Auditions
  The Gulfport Community Players 
will be holding auditions for W. 
Somerset Maugham’s “The Constant 
Wife” on September 6th and 7th 
(Tuesday and Wednesday). Auditions 
will be held at the Players’ Back Door 
Theater, located at 1619 49th Street 
S. in Gulfport. Auditions will begin 
at 7 p.m., but the Players advise you 
show up a little earlier in order to fill 
out a short audition form.
  The director for this production will 
be Olga Kruse, and for her cast she 
will need four females, ages 20s to 
60s and four males, ages 30s to 60s.
  “The Constant Wife” is an 
unromantic English comedy written 
way back in 1926 set in an English 

drawing room. It’s a play that was 
way ahead of its time, championing 
a woman’s right to equality through 
financial freedom.
  The play will run from November 
3rd through November 13th at the 
Catherine A. Hickman Theater of 
Gulfport.
  Come on out and try out for a part!

•••

Beta Sigma Phi
  Beta Sigma Phi Laureate Epsilon 
Nu chapter will host the 41st 

Annual Beginning Day Luncheon 
on Saturday, August 20that 11 
a.m. at Banquet Masters, 8100 
Park Blvd.  This annual event has 
become a tradition of this chapter 
and the Sunshine City Council.  The 
theme this year is “Olde Time Game 
Show”.  For more information and/
or reservations please contact Ro 
Gifford at 727-398-8747 or Cheryl 
Martin at 727-576-3581. 
  For more information, please 
contact, Sharon Ingram at 321-2849.

•••
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Everyday Cheap$kate
By Mary Hunt

Splurge on a Budget? 
Sure, You Can! 

  I got the biggest shock of my life the 
day I realized that living on a budget 
wasn’t the straightjacket or rigid 
“diet” I assumed it would be. Are you 
kidding me? My life as a credit card 
junkie is what put me in financial 
bondage. A budget saved my life 
because it allowed me to get out of 
debt. It gave me back my freedom.   
  Want to know my secret for staying 
on a budget for so many years? I 

splurge. Seriously. And I do not feel 
guilty. I love nice things, and I love to 
travel. Even while I was getting out 
of debt, I didn’t banish these things 
from my life. In fact, my occasional 
guilt-free splurges are what helped 
me stay on a budget for all the years 
it took to become debt-free. 
  Calculated splurging is not difficult. 
In fact, I think you’ll find it makes 
a lot of sense. And the bigger payoff 
is the financial maturity that comes 
with delayed gratification. It’s good 
for us to plan and then wait.  

  Identify your splurges. This is the 
fun part. Write down your splurges. 
Whether it’s a haircut and color at a 
great salon, a new lipstick or a big-
ticket item like a new laptop, make 
your list. Slowly, one at a time, you 
can work these splurges into your 
budget.    
  Open an account. Whether it’s a 
savings account at a bank or credit 
union, or an online savings account, 
you need a place to save for your 
splurges. Make it at a place where 
you won’t be tempted to dip into it, 
but where it will be convenient for 
you to make deposits.     
  Find the cash. Start thinking of ways 
to bring in a little extra spending 
money to fund your splurge account. 
Perhaps you can sell some things 
online. Determine to spend $10 less 
at the supermarket this week, and 
put that money into your account. 
Next week, make it $15. Take your 
coupon savings in cash, and add that 
to your splurge account. When you 
get a raise or pay off a bill, put some 
of it into the account. A dollar or two 
here and there will add up quickly, if 
you are consistent.   
  Find the deals. Let’s say you’ve 
planned that your first splurge will 
be to pucker up to a great Chanel 
lipstick. It may take you several 
months to save the $30 for that 
splurge. You’ll get a much better 
price if you can wait until it goes on 
sale. And don’t be surprised if all on 
your own you discover the joys of 
L’Oreal lipstick at the drugstore, for 
one-third the price.  
  The best thing about strategic 
splurging is no more impulse 
shopping. There is something soul-
soothing about planning and waiting. 
You have time to breathe and to 
think. And to even change your mind 
altogether, opting instead to just skip 
the spa day so you can keep saving 
for the European vacation.   

•••
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By Matthew Margolis 

Home Alone
  Inadvertently overlooked during 
his family’s chaotic departure for 
an overseas trip, 8-year-old Kevin 
McCallister finds himself “Home 
Alone.” Realizing his predicament, 
he does what any kid his age would 
do. He orders a pizza and jumps on 
the bed. Prematurely independent, 
he does all right by himself -- until 
something goes wrong.  And doesn’t 
something always go wrong? 
  These things that go wrong -- some 
little, some big -- aren’t necessarily 
“wrong.” They’re deviations from the 
way things played out in our head. 
They’re detours and obstacles our 
imaginations neglected to realize. 
They’re life.   
  Life and its many surprises are why 
Kevin’s parents freak out when they 
realize their little boy is home alone. 
And life and its many surprises are 
why our companion animals should 
never be left alone for long.  
  A jaw-dropping number of people 
feel their dog will be OK “just” for 

a weekend if left with plenty of food 
and water. What could possibly go 
wrong?  
  He could eat something and get sick. 
He could panic and injure himself. He 
could conjure his inner escape artist 
and get lost or hit by a car while out 
searching for his person. He could 
bark himself silly and irritate the 
neighbors to no end. He could spill 
his water or use it to cool his paws, 
leaving none to drink and suffering 
dehydration as a result.  Depending 
on the weather, he could develop 
hypothermia or heat exhaustion -- 
or even heat stroke, which could be 
fatal.  
  Yes, some of these things could 
happen even when you are home. But 
the difference is that you are home. 
You can do something about it. You 
can drive him to a vet, administer 
first aid or CPR, refill his water bowl, 
dial 911. Even an 8-year-old has an 
advantage over a dog: opposable 
thumbs!  
  Does this mean dog owners are 
never to leave home for longer than 

a workday? Of course not. It means 
dog owners need to have a plan in 
place that affords them peace of mind 
when they travel, a plan that ensures 
their dog will be safe.    
  In this vein, dog owners have two 
options: a boarding facility or kennel, 
or a dogsitter. What should you 
look for in a boarding facility? The 
following:    -- 24/7 supervision 
in case of fire, illness or other 
emergency    -- a place that 
requires all shots to be current for all 
animals  
  -- cleanliness  
   -- the option of individual kennels  
 -- a place that works with an 
emergency animal hospital or vet 
clinic  
  -- a staff that provides daily walks  
  Pay any potential boarding facility 
an in-person visit to meet with the 
staff and check out the kennels and 
the rest of the facility. Check with 
your dog-loving friends and your vet 
for local referrals. Finally, investing 
in the cost of a trial run with the 
facility of your choice while you’re 
in town is the best way to achieve 
optimum peace of mind. 
  If you feel your dog would be better off 
in the comfort of his home, it’s time to 
start looking for a reputable, reliable 
dogsitter. A dogsitter is someone who 
stays in your home with your dog for 
an agreed-upon daily rate. Someone 
who “drops by” once or twice a day is 
not what you want.  
  Referrals are equally or more 
important when it comes to finding 
a dogsitter. You are entrusting this 
person with your dog, as well as 
your home. The ultimate dogsitter 
is someone you trust, someone who 
loves dogs and is experienced in the 
care and handling of dogs, someone 
with a valid driver’s license in case of 
an emergency and, of course, someone 
who gets your dog’s tail wagging!  
  “Home Alone” has a happy ending 
and goes on for three more sequels 
thanks to the talent of the late 
screenwriter John Hughes. In life, 
we have to write our own happy 
endings.  

•••
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Eat at the  
Gulfport Senior Center

Senior Center Snack Bar
Open 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., 

Mon. thru Fri.
Breakfast Sandwiches, 

Bagels & Danish
Hot Dogs, Hot/Cold Sandwiches

Pizza every Wednesday! 
Coffee, Tea, Sodas 

Great prices!
Daily Specials

Noon Dining offered by
Neighborly Care Network

Hot Lunch Mon. thru Fri. 
Must be 60 or over.   

Call Christina at 344-2111 to 
register (5 day processing  time) 

 Meals on Wheels 
for Homebound

Contact Pat Hazell at 
573-9444, Ext. 291

5501 27 Avenue S. in Gulfport

Penny is a 2 year old Hound Mix. She is a  sweet and loving 
girl who came to the SPCA Tampa Bay as an injured stray. 
She loves to spend time outdoors where she can run and 
explore her surroundings. Penny is a fast learner and knows 
how to sit on command. She would be an excellent student 
in the SPCA’s canine behavior classes. Meet Penny at 
SPCA Tampa Bay, 9099 130th Ave. N. in Largo or call 727- 
586-3591.

SPCA Pet of the Week

It’s Charlie, the family dog. This good lookin’ fellow is a 5-year-
old male Shepherd mix with a very laid back personality. 
Charlie loves to play ball, take long walks and cuddle on the 
couch. He gets along with everyone he meets as well as other 
dogs. Charlie is neutered, up to date with vaccinations and 
microchipped. He will make a great addition to any family. To 
meet Charlie, visit him at Pet Pal Animal Shelter at 405 22nd Street S., St. 
Petersburg, 727-328-7738 or visit www.petpalanimalshelter.com.

Pet Pal Animal Shelter

Zeus is a very handsome orange and white kitten.  His purr-
sonality is second to none.  He is a very curious guy and loves 
to be in the middle of everything.  He is very laid back and 
can often be found taking naps with his foster brothers and 
sisters or even his foster family’s Shi-tzus.  He is a wonderful 
boy and can’t wait to find his furr-ever home!  Please call 481-
5262 for information.

Save Our Strays
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By  Holiday Mathis 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You cannot 
be totally free unless you give total 
freedom to those around you. You 
realize just how futile it is to require 
that people react to you in a certain 
way. People do what they do, and 
you accept it. You will feel liberated 
by this. The end of the week brings a 
bonus that makes you smile. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Expecting 
to feel happy all the time is a sure 
way to experience disappointment. 
You are willing to let your feelings 
flow naturally and take the good, bad 
and ugly as it comes. Your maturity 
will attract those who need help and 
those who have help to give. You will 
ultimately be empowered by your 
strong feelings.  
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There 
will be a few black holes to navigate 
around this week. They will come in 
the form of people, thought patterns 
or situations that are too dangerous 
to risk going anywhere near, lest their 
irresistible forces suck you in. Stay 
on the well-worn path, and follow the 
advice of your trusted guides.  
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The 
past may feel more beautiful to 
you than the present. Looking back 
connects you to emotions you didn’t 
understand and only half-felt at the 
time. You had to be guarded going 
through the moment. Now time acts 
as a buffer, making it safe for you to 
fully feel what was stifled back then.  
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). Someone will share his or her 
exciting news. You may not be as 
enthusiastic about this development, 
but you’ll try to keep up a happy 
appearance for the other person. 
You’re emotionally bigger than the 
circumstance. Besides, the whole 
situation is probably too important to 
dismiss.  
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Whatever seems readily available 
is perceived as less valuable -- a 
complexity of human nature that 

you can use to your advantage 
now. You’ll be less available and 
more mysterious. You’ll get people 
to compete for your attention. If 
you have goods and services to sell, 
everyone will want them.  
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
genuinely want to serve humanity, 
though you don’t necessarily think 
in those terms as you go about your 
daily business. All you want is a fair 
shake. You give to others and enjoy 
the benefits of being a contributing 
member of society. You give with a 
smile, and your enjoyment triples.  
  PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It 
gets harder to be your best when 
you’ve spent your reserves of energy 
on dealing with your own pain and 
stress. That’s why whatever you can 
do to alleviate your problems will 
improve the fates of your loved ones, 
colleagues and perhaps even the 
general public. Take care of yourself.
  ARIES (March 21-April 19). 
You will experience at least three 
instances of magic this week. While 
the world around you will seem blind 
to what’s going on, you will have the 
vision to recognize these moments for 
what they are: flashes of rare beauty, 
opportunities to be seized, vital plot 
points in the story of your life.    
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Part 
of you wants to wake up for an early 
morning jog before you scurry off to 
work. The other part of you wants 
to comfortably slumber in your 
warm cocoon of a bed. Though these 
two parts of you will keep finding 
things to disagree about as the week 
progresses, you’ll do a good job of 
appeasing both sides.  
  GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The 
energy of striving and trying too 
hard could actually be preventing 
you from getting what you want. 
You are enough. What you’ve lived 
has been great, and you just haven’t 
recognized it yet. Give yourself credit 
for the past and present, and the 
future will start to shape up with a 

lot less effort on your part.  
  CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
Scientific studies suggest that self-
control is an exhaustible resource. 
Even though you have more of it 
than others around you, you can’t 
expect yourself to resist temptation 
forever. Make adjustments to your 
environment so you won’t need as 
much willpower in order to fulfill 
your expectations of yourself.   
  This Week’s Birthdays: You 
enter an ego-boosting phase, and 
your newfound confidence will 
carry you into better circumstances. 
Work and business will flourish 
in September. You’ll overcome 
obstacles in November and contribute 
significantly to your family’s well-
being. You’ll deliberately put 
yourself in situations that generate 
social opportunities and will develop 
supportive relationships. You’ll focus 
on your health and attractiveness 
in September. Take advantage of 
nontraditional methods of change in 
December.   

•••

Music at Gulfport 
Beach Pavilion

For info, call “J” at 727-688-3040
Monday, 1-3:00 p.m.
 Karaoke with Cookie & Dave
Tuesday, 1-3:00 p.m.
  Entertainment by The Toonsters 
“J” & Lolita
Wednesday, 1-3:00 p.m.
  Open
Thursday, 1-3:00 p.m.
 Entertainment by Dave & Cookie
Friday, 1-3:00 p.m.
   Open
Saturday, 1-3:00 p.m.
 Karaoke by The Toonsters “J” & 
Lolita
Sunday, 1-3 p.m.
 Dancing & Listening by Woody

Donations accepted
Weather permitting
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Local Artists Decorate 
Geckos for Auction
By Daniel Hodge
GULFPORT- Seven large steel 
geckos will be the centerpiece of a 
live auction to benefit a planned 
public art installation in Gulfport’s 
Waterfront District. Each of the 
steel geckos will be hand-decorated 
by local artists and will be displayed 
in locations throughout the Gulfport 
Waterfront District until Friday, 
August 26th. The geckos will be up 
for auction during this year’s Gecko 
Ball on Saturday, August 27th at 
the historic Peninsula Inn, 2937 
Beach Blvd. S. in Gulfport. Each 
gecko will be a prized collector’s art 
piece and will be accompanied by a 
certificate of authenticity signed by 
the artist(s). Organizers initiated 
the Artists’ Gecko Auction last year 
with much success, and hope to 
continue it as an annual event at 
each Gecko Ball.
  The seven finished geckos will be 
displayed at the following Gulfport 
locations in the days leading up to 
the Gecko Ball: Backfin Blue Café 
(2913 Beach Blvd.), O’Maddy’s Bar 
& Grille (5405 Shore Blvd.), Peg’s 
Cantina & Brew Pub (3038 Beach 
Blvd.), Peninsula Inn & Spa (2937 
Beach Blvd.), Pia’s Trattoria (3054 

Beach Blvd.), Stella’s Deli (3119 
Beach Blvd.), T & Me Tea Co. 
(2908 ½ Beach Blvd. in Art Village 
Courtyard.)
  The theme of the 2011 Gecko Ball 
is The Lizard of Oz. Oz-inspired 
décor will take over the entire 
Peninsula Inn. Admission includes 
an Oz-inspired dinner buffet, live 
music and dancing featuring Kevin 
Wilder and his Yellow Brick Roadies, 
a photo booth with Oz backdrops, 
cash bar and drink specials including 
Geckotinis and Ruby Slippers, 
silent auctions and other surprises. 
Costumes are encouraged, but are 
not mandatory. Sculptures by Owen 
Pach will be awarded to first, second 
and third-place costume contest 
winners. 
  Tickets are $25 each and are 
available at The Outpost (3007 

Beach Blvd.), Domain Home 
Accessories (3129 Beach Blvd.) 
and T & Me Tea Co. (2908½ Beach 
Blvd.) in Gulfport. Tickets may also 
be purchased online with a credit or 
debit card at GulfportMa.com. For 
more information on the Gecko Ball 
or Artist’s Gecko Auction, contact 
Daniel Hodge at 727-366-4086 or 
email dan@igc.org.
  The Gecko Ball takes place one 
week prior to GeckoFest, Gulfport’s 
largest street festival of the year, 
on September 3rd, noon – 10 p.m. 
Gecko Fest is free and open to all. 
A portion of proceeds from each 
event will benefit a planned public 
art installation in the Waterfront 
District of Gulfport.
  View photos at the Gabber’s website, 
www.thegabber.com and click photo 
gallery in the left side column.

•••
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City Whys?
                                 
                                                               Email your request to News@theGabber.com

Have you got a 
question for your 
city government?

       
By Cathy Salustri

City of Gulfport: Gulfport Neighbors

  Q: Who is Gulfport Neighbors and how does someone join?

  A:   The Gulfport Neighbors are not a city group, but we were able to get 
in touch at this past Saturday’s cleanup and ask them for details. By its 
own description, Gulfport Neighbors is a “volunteer network to help make 
Gulfport a better place to live and work.”
  In short, it’s a group of volunteers who want to solve problems in the 
community. So far the group has focused on litter cleanups – one last month 
on the beach and another last week along 49th Street – but it also plans to 
focus on the following, according to the group’s forthcoming brochure:
1. Improving Gulfport’s curb appeal
2. Elevating the arts in Gulfport’s Consciousness
3. Providing new entertainment opportunities
4. Keeping Gulfportians informed
5. Advocating for government action
6. Working to improve Gulfport schools.
  Anyone can volunteer with Gulfport Neighbors. For more information, 
visit GulfportNeighbors.org.

CTK Needs Shoes
 Clothes To Kids (CTK) has a huge 
need for young boy’s tennis shoes 
especially sizes 12 to size 8.  Please 
help CTK improve the lives of low-
income, school children in Pinellas 
County by donating new or gently 
used boy’s tennis shoes.  Too many 
children in our community are going 
to school with old shoes, much too 
small for their feet and with holes in 
them.  Can you help protect their feet 
by donating to Clothes To Kids? CTK 
is currently providing full school 
wardrobes including shoes to 100 
kindergarten through High School 
children per day. Help Clothes To 
Kids give each of these children a 
pair of proper fitting shoes that they 
will wear with pride!
  New or gently used clothes and shoes 
can be dropped off between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday at Clothes 
To Kids two convenient locations.  In 
Clearwater at: 1059 N. Hercules Ave. 
and our new store in St. Pete at 3251 
3rd Ave., N.   Cash donations are 
always needed to purchase clothing 
in short supply and new underwear.  
Adult and youth volunteers are 
always needed especially in the new 
St. Pete Store.  
  Clothes To Kids, a nonprofit 
organization provides free clothing 
to low-income, school-age children in 
Pinellas County, free of charge.  For 
more information, please call 441-
5050 or visit our website at www.
ClothesToKids.org.

•••
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Cat and Dog Neuter 
Special
  SPOT Spay & Neuter Clinic is 
offering a special for the first 100 
people on food stamps and Medicaid 
who apply. Fees have been reduced 
to $15 male cats and $30 male dogs 
and include free rabies vaccine. 
Apply in person on Saturday, August 
27 at  SPOT Spay & Neuter Clinic, 
4403 62nd Avenue in Pinellas Park 
between 9-12 p.m.
  Bring photo ID, current food stamp 
card or Medicaid card. Payment 
is due with application, cash only.  
Appointment will be set for the 
following month. Call 727-329-8657 
or visit  www.SPOTusa.org.

••• 

Judges Announced for 
Chili Cookoff
  Gulfport celebrity judges have been 
announced for the Third Annual 
Industrial Strength Chili Cookoff 
coming up Saturday night, September 
10 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Winners of 
three chili awards and one home-
made salsa award will be selected 
following a blind tasting by Gulfport 
City Council member Barbara Banno, 
also of Stella’s Deli, Richard Reale 
of Yummy’s Casual Cafe, and Ester 
Venouziou of LocalShops1. Judges 
will have an extra taste bud challenge 
this year with the addition of the Best 
Homemade Salsa category. 
  Chili and salsa must be prepared 

in advance of the event and will be 
served to the public. There are no 
restrictions on ingredients for chili 
or salsa, but a list of ingredients 
must be provided for guests with 
food allergies. Chili and salsa will 
be judged on the quality of aroma, 
consistency, taste and after-taste. 
  Prizes for chili include Grand 
Prize, Runner-up and Third place, 
plus a People’s Choice award. Salsa 
cooks will compete for a single 
Grand Prize. Cooks may enter both 
the Chili and Salsa divisions of the 
cookoff. A separate entry fee will be 
required. Registered chili and salsa 
by the same cook may be displayed 
at the same table. Winners of all 

prizes will receive hand blown glass 
art and glass blowing certificates. 
The People’s Choice award will be 
selected by public votes sold at $1 per 
vote. This is a fun award to support 
the Industrial Arts Center operating 
fund. Cooks are encouraged to dress 
up and decorate their tables to 
encourage more votes.
  Entry deadline is September 7th. The 
entry fee is only $25 for chili or salsa 
and includes an IAC membership and 
commemorative apron. Check the 
Industrial Arts Center website for 
details: www.IndustrialArtsCenter.
org.

•••
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Keep Gulfport Weird 
Mini-Triathlon!
  The first ever Keep Gulfport Weird 
Mini-Triathlon will be held at 7 a.m. 
Saturday, September 24th, same 
day as the Tangerine Blues Fest  
(4-9 p.m.). This route connects the 
49th St. Redevelopment District with 
the Waterfront area. The course will 
incorporate in order, a 1 mile run, 3 
mile bike and 1/4 mile swim.  The run 
will begin at the church parking lot 
of 5424 Gulfport Blvd. S., then bike 
around the Clymer Park Greenways 
to Shore Blvd. S., to finish with a 
swim along the beach from Shelter  
# 7 to the Gulfport Casino. 

  The race is designed to be short 
enough to invite participation 
from most ages and fitness levels, 
whether individually or in teams, 
and is intended to be simply for 
fun. Prizes will be in the form of 
recognition for not only finishing, 
but for other categories as well 
including enthusiasm, originality 
and costumes.  The competitive 
component is not the priority, but 
rather the gathering of community 
in the spirit of having fun and 
getting outdoors. Best of all, 
registration is free. Anyone who 
wants to participate, all or in part, 
is welcome to do so. The rules are 
simply obeying the law and treating 

fellow participants with respect. 
  Forty to 50 volunteers are a key 
element to this event, so if anyone 
is interested in volunteering, please 
call City of Gulfport Leisure Services 
at 727-893-1066 or email bwilliams@
mygulfport.us.

•••

Calling All Vendors 
and Eateries
  If you are a food vendor, craft 
vendor or  local eatery interested in 
participating in Holy Name Church’s 
“Oktoberfest 2011” send your contact 
information to abulmans@tampabay.
rr.com or fax to 727-343-6420.  In the 
subject line enter “Oktoberfest 2011” 
and a reservation form with fees and 
details of the festival will be e-mailed 
or direct mailed to you. Food vendors 
will be stationed outdoors and the 
Arts and Crafts Fair will be held 
inside the Maria Center throughout 
the 4-day festival. Space is limited 
both outside and inside and will be 
assigned on a first come first serve 
basis. Reservation forms are also 
available in the rectory office of 
Most Holy Name Church at 5800 15 
Avenue S. in Gulfport.  
  The “Oktoberfest” fall festival has 
been an annual event in Gulfport 
for over 30 years and will be held 
October 20th through October 23rd.        
This is a fun weekend including 
rides, games, food, dancing and 
entertainment.

•••

Classified 
        Advertising

   $450*

        for a 10 word ad. 
        20¢ each additional word.

*Does not include Commercial or Real Estate Advertising
** Run of the paper commercial advertising.

1419 49th Street South, Gulfport, FL 33707
Advertising@theGabber.com

727-321-6965

Display Advertising 
from 

$1420** 
per column inch
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Lions Announce 
Labor Day Fish Fry
  Are you ready for Labor Day? The 
annual Gulfport Lions Labor Day 
Fish Fry is being set up for you on 
Monday, September 5th, served 
by the Lions of Gulfport at their 
den at 4630 Tifton Drive South, in 
Gulfport, right behind the Marina 
(directions: south on 49th Street to 
the end, turn left), from noon until 
6 p.m. and it is open to the public 
as are all of their food events. This 
event will be held rain or shine.
  The menu features a great supply 
of freshly fried pollack, homemade 
hush puppies and cole slaw, baked 
beans, tarter and cocktail sauce, 
coffee and iced tea. At a cost of just 
$8 per person, for all you can eat, 
you can bring the entire family. 
Children under 10 are half-price. 
Tickets will be sold at the door or 
contact your local Lion friends. This 
is a BYOB event and remember it is 
open to the public.
  This is one of their Activities’ 
Projects, with all of the proceeds 
generated to be allocated to their 
community outreach programs, 
especially Sight First activities, as 
are all of their fundraising projects 
(Spaghetti Suppers - 2, Pancake 
Breakfasts - 5, and Shrimp Boil).
  Please make sure you are a part 
of this popular annual event, and 
don’t forget they will be hosting a 
Spaghetti Supper on October 1st. If 
you need further directions on the 
day of the event, call them at 515-
7509.
  Hope to see y’all there.

•••
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Open 11 Am - 10 PM
7 Days a Week

Oysters, Clams
& Mussels

Baby Back Ribs
Cajun, BBQ, or Plain

Giant Lobster
Tails

Back to School Days
  Rachel Goetsch talks to a fellow 
student about the Boca Ciega High 
School drama club. Goetsch was 
one of six thespians who manned 
the drama club table at Tuesday 
night’s back-to-school night. The 
event, whose attendance school staff 
placed at close to 500 people, gave 
students and parents a glimpse 
into what to expect over the coming 
year at Boca Ciega High School.
  This year Boca Ciega High School 
will host a fundamental program. 
140 freshmen will participate in the 
program, which will exist alongside 
students receiving a traditional 
education. In addition, the school’s 
medical magnet program will have 
540 students, according to assistant 
principal Patricia Hauer.
  The school board expects the 
school’s renovations, which have 
taken several years, to wrap up in 
October.

  For more information about Boca Ciega, visit theGabber.com. 
Look for the Schools link under our Community section.

City of Gulfport 
offers VPK
  The City of Gulfport Recreation 
Division will be offering VPK 
(Voluntary Prekindergarten) during 
the 2011-2012 School Year. VPK is 
free for children who live in Florida 
and who turn 4 years of age by 
September 1st. Parents must apply 
at Coordinated Child Care and the 
child must receive a Certificate of 
Eligibility. This program is being 
offered in addition to the Tot Time 
Program, which is for children who 
are between the ages of 3-5 and potty 
trained. Program hours are from 
8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. Registration fees 
for the Tot Time Program are $15 for 
residents and $100 for non residents.  
Both of these programs will start 
on Tuesday, September 6th and is 
limited to 10 children each. Sign up 
now with either your voucher from 
Coordinated Child Care or your 
registration fee. Please call 727- 
893-1068 for more details.

•••
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VPK & Tot-Time 
Program Open House
  Open House for the 2011-2012 Tot 
Time Program is Wednesday, August 
24th from 10-11 a.m. or 6-7 p.m.  The 
Tot Time Program is a pre-school, 
hands-on program for children ages 
3-5. There are still spots available 
for 2, 3 or 5 days a week. The 
program aims to make learning fun 
for children and helps prepare them 
for Kindergarten. Classes begin 
September 6, 2011. Call 893-1068 for 
more information.

•••

Club Presents Shell 
Identification Class
  The St. Petersburg Shell Club 
in conjunction with the City of 
Treasure Island will sponsor a Shell 
Identification Class at the Treasure 
Island Sunset Vista Park (corner 
of Gulf Boulevard and West Gulf 
Boulevard) on Friday, August 12th 
at 10 a.m. The class is free to the 
public. Call 727-547-4575, ext. 237 
for additional information. 

•••
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“I’d love to be involved in the community and I love 
the fact that there’s so many people here, too. I’m 
looking forward to working with the community 
to help our students do better,” –Mr. Vigue, the new 
principal for Boca Ciega High School

“They felt like it was a board … that was not func-
tional. I’m hesitant to appoint someone else. I’m 
kind of starting to feel like that... is not a viable 
board.” – Councilman Sam Henderson, who said he 
had two representatives quit the Economic Development 
Advisory Committee and suggested discussing dissolv-
ing the board. Councilwoman Jennifer Salmon asked if 
there was a way to discuss how to make it more worth-
while.

“I have some major concerns about the trolley 
being discontinued. It is a lifeline for quite a few 
folks. I know it looks like it’s empty at times but 
at other times it’s full.” – Betty Duffy, who said she 
would lose her job if the city discontinues the Gulfport/
St. Pete Beach Trolley. City manager Jim O’Reilly said 
that the Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) 
could no longer fund the trolley and he had not included 
taking up the trolley in the city’s budget. Councilwoman 
Jennifer Salmon asked if the city’s GEMS (Gulfport 
Extended Minibus Service) could take someone to work; 
Mr. O’Reilly said yes, but later clarified that GEMS 
would not run outside the city. However, the council 
clarified, GEMS could take someone to the bus route 
along Gulfport Boulevard.

“I think all of y’all had visions of what you wanted 
to do for Gulfport when you decided you wanted to 
run for... city council. I don’t have any problems 
with kids, bright ideas, good minds. We’ve got good 
minds up there, it doesn’t cost $4500. In my mind 
we elected you all to come up with your visions 
of Gulfport... we have to borrow money to fix our 
sewer systems, and yet we have to borrow $4500... 
This is my vision of saving $4500, that y’all come 
up with the visions with the input of the people...” 
– John Zitzmann, who questioned the city’s decision to 
spend $4500 on a visioning session with the University 
of South Florida’s John Daly School of Government. At 
councilwoman Jennifer Salmon’s request, Mr. O’Reilly 
clarified that the program, while housed at the Univer-
sity, would involve faculty.

“Does this financial expert get a free parking space 
or anything?” – Vice Mayor David Hastings, when 
asked whether he would serve as the city’s financial 
expert.

“Winter Haven, Key West, Deland and... Tampa. 
I’d be happy to put together a package with more 
information. We would love to be part of a tour 
with council members of some of these sites.” – Amy 
Oatley, in listing some Florida cities that have a public 
arts program.

“I want to thank the Vice Mayor and Councilmem-
ber Banno for being at the event this weekend, at 
the cleanup.” – Al Davis, who also thanked the council 
for attending the Suncoast League of Cities Conference 
but asked that the city bear in mind that the League has 
a “strong industrial bias.” 

“To lose them to budget cuts is to endanger the 
success of public events,” –Chamber of Commerce 
president Lori Rosso, about cutting the city’s Parks 
Department budget. She cited the economic development 
brought about by the city’s parks department.

“I wouldn’t have minded contracting mowing out 
if I could have had the six other guys to help me,” 
–Linda Skillen, a landscape technician, who started to 
cry and left the dais. She had been speaking about keep-
ing her fellow parks employees. 

“I don’t anticipate we’ll ever raise our millage rate 
high enough to pay for all our services.” – City man-
ager Jim O’Reilly, about how to fund the services people 
didn’t want the city council to cut from its budget.

“It would have been helpful if the grass had been 
cut at some of the businesses.” – Vice mayor David 
Hastings, about last week’s cleanup along 49th Street.

“Our cutting and our spending talks don’t have 
any equilibrium to them.” – Councilmember Sam 
Henderson, about the budget cuts and proposed ideas for 
next year.

“I’d say 90% of what we all picked up were ciga-
rette butts. I see cigarette butts when I go to sleep 
now. I think it’s time that we as a city protect the 
health of our residents and I think should have an 
ordinance that bans smoking... in public areas, in-
cluding our beaches, except in designated areas.” – 
Vice mayor David Hastings, who said he wanted the city 
to discuss a non-smoking ban in parks and on the beach. 
The council will discuss this in a future workshop.

“We could be once again known as an artist ha-
ven.” – Lynn DeVenuti, about converting the abandoned 
houses behind O’Maddy’s into artist housing

Excerpts heard at the August 16, 2011

Gulfport City Council Meeting
Public Comment & Council Quotes
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City Sponsored Activities
in the Community

Senior Center 5501 27th Ave. So.  893-1231  Recreation Center  5730 Shore Blvd. So   893-1068

Gulfport Library      5501 28th Ave. So.   893-1074  
                    or fax 893-1072

“The Power of Now!”: A free 8-week 
seminar/discussion presented by Ted 
Leitho.  Saturdays at 10:00 am-Noon, 
through August 27.  FMI, call: 727-
623-9532.t

Coffee/Talk Book Club: Thursday, 
August 18, 10:00 am.  Discussion of 
Saint Maybe, by Anne Tyler.  Books & 
discussion guides available at the Ref-
erence Desk.

Hospice Bereavement Group for 
Widows and Widowers: Tuesday, 

August 23 & 30, 1:30 pm.  FMI: 727-
542-6788.

Genealogy Assistance. Saturday, 
August 27, 1:00 pm. Answers tailored 
to your questions about using tra-
ditional and online resources for re-
searching your family’s history.

One-on-One Computer Instruc-
tion: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:30 
am-1:00 pm.  First come, first served.

Free Thinkers Open AA (Twelve 
Step) Meeting: Tuesdays, 5:45-6:45 

pm.  FMI: Call 727-323-7660. 

Gulfport Creative Short Story 
Writers:  Wednesdays at 10:00 am. 

Open Monday-Friday: 10am-7pm  
& Saturday: 10 am-4 pm

PROGRAMS AND DATES ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

check our website  
www.mygulfport.us/gpl

Search for/request books and other 
items on our online 

catalog: pals.polarislibrary.com

5500 Shore Blvd. So.
893-1070

MARIO DELEON’S BAND
Social & Ballroom Dancing
Sun., Aug. 21, 6-10pm, $7

WEEKLY DANCES
Every Tuesday

Argentine Tango 6:30-10:30pm, $7
6:30-8pm Lesson,
8-10:30pm Dance

Every Wednesday 
Swing Dance

6-7pm Charleston lesson
7-8pm East Coast Swing lesson

8-11pm Swing Dance $7

Thursday, Aug. 18 Salsa Dance
7-8:30pm Lessons

8:30-10pm Dance, $7

RECREATION WEBSITE-www.mygulf-
port.us and follow the links: City Depart-
ments, Leisure services, Rec. Center.

ACTIVITIES 
Open Gym– Tues., 6-9 p.m. Annual reg. 
$2 res./$20 non-resident
Open Gameroom/Gym- Mon.–Fri.,  
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Annual reg. $2 res/$20 
non-res.

PROGRAMS 
2011-2012 TEEN NIGHT PROGRAM 
- Registrations for the 2011-2012 Teen 
Night Program have begun for teens in 
middle school to age 18 (if still in high 
school). Program hours are Mon., Wed. & 
Fri. 6-9 p.m. Annual reg. $2 res/$20 non-
res.

2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR CHILD 
CARE PROGRAM - Registrations for 
the 2011-2012 School Ytear Child Care 
Program have begun for children who will 
be entering Kindergarten thru age 14. 
Non-refundable annual registration fee 
is $15 for residents and $100 for non-res-
idents. Program hours are until 5:30 p.m. 
with extended hours available until 6 p.m. 
for an extra charge. Hours of registration 
are Monday–Friday from 9:00 a.m.–5:00 
p.m.t

2011-2012 TOT TIME PROGRAM 
PREREGISTRATION- Pre-registration 
for the 2011-2012 Tot Time Program 
are currently being accepted. Hours for 
pre-registration are from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday-Friday. A non-refundable annual 
registration fee of $15 for residents and 

$100 for non-residents is required to se-
cure a spot. Proof of residency is required 
for Gulfport residents. The Tot Time Pro-
gram is a pre-school, hands-on program 
for children ages 3-5. The program aims 
to make learning fun for children and 
helps prepare them for Kindergarten.  
Two, three and five-day monthly options 
are available. Program hours are from 
8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. Classes begin Septem-
ber 6, 2011 and is limited to 10 children. 
Call 893-1068 for more information.

2011-2012 VPK (Voluntary Prekinder-
garten)- VPK is FREE for children who 
live in Florida and who turn 4 years of 
age by September 1st. Parents must ap-
ply at Coordinated Child Care and the 
child must receive a Certificate of Eligi-
bility. Program hours are from 8:30a.m.- 
12:30p.m. VPK will start on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6th and is limited to 10 children. 
Sign up now with your voucher from Co-
ordinated Child Care. Please call 727-893-
1068 for more details.

NEW CLASSES- Interested in teach-
ing a class? Call John at 727-893-1079 
for more info

CLASSES  - Call instructtor for more 
information. 

• Fencing - Wed., 5:30 p.m. Call Jim Cam-
poli at 813-855-3112.
•Gymnastics-Call Barbara at 804-9400.
• Karate - Mon. & Thurs., 6:30 p.m. Call 
Diane at 459-1399. 
• Tai Chi -MOVED TO SCOUT HALL. 

Tues. & Thurs., 9-10:15 a.m. Call  
Marge at 345-6708. 
• Tennis - Tues.,  5 p.m. & 6 p.m. Call 
Jack at 280-4276.
• Watercolor with Patsi –Returns in the 
fall. Call Patsi at 501-3559.
• Yoga in the A. M. – MOVES TO THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER, Wed., from 
9-10 a.m. Call Valerie at 557-4258.
• Yoga-Wed., 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Call Ta-
mara at 512-2763.
• Zumba- MOVES TO THE NEIGHBOR-
HOOD CENTER, Wed., from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Call Valerie at 557-4258.

*The Neighborhood Center is located 
at 1617 49th St. So.

*Scout Hall is located at 5315 28th 
Ave So.

TOMLINSON SKATE PARK
  The City of Gulfport will now allow bi-
cycles on the Tomlinson Lake Skate Park 
on SUNDAYS only for a trial period. 
  Effective October 1st, all skaters/bi-
cyclists MUST purchase a new City of 
Gulfport Skate Park sticker to use the 
City of Gulfport’s Tomlinson Lake Skate 
Park. Stickers MUST be visibly placed on 
the helmet. Annual fee for stickers is $5 
for residents and $10 for non-residents. 
Also, all skaters/bicyclists 17 years of age 
or younger MUST have a signed parental 
consent form filed at the Gulfport Rec-
reation Center. Availability to register: 
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m.–8 p.m.

Neighborhood Center
1617 49th St. So./893-1070

Faith Cathedral International Church: 
9:30am,  1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays; 

4th Sunday Bible Study
Overeaters Anonymous: Sun. 

6:15-8:15pm 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

GEMS Express: Try our new express 
trips to South Pasadena every Fri. No 
long waits with the hourly trips. Call 
GEMS at 893-2242 for more info.

GEMS & Tyrone Square Mall: Shop 
at Tyrone Square Mall every Mon. 
& Thurs. 9:30am to noon. This also 
includes Tyrone Gardens, Winn Dixie 
and other shops in the Tyrone Garden 
Shopping Center. Call now for more 
info.

Public Meeting for GEMS: The 
Senior Center will host a focus group 
for GEMS riders on Wed. Sept. 7 at 
1:30pm at the Senior Center. Current 
GEMS riders are invited to share 
personal experiences with GEMS and 
offer suggestions on how GEMS may 
better serve them.  Senior Research 
Associate at the Center for Urban 
Transportation with USF will facilitate 
the focus group. Open to all interested 
parties. Call GEMS to reserve a ride. 

Good Grief: The Senior Center will 
host special seminars on the subject 
of grief.  The first session (Good Grief 
& Mourning with Carole) will be held 
on Wed. Sept. 7 at 9am. Facilitator 
Carole McLeod is the president of 
Grief Matters, LLC and has been 
helping people work through grief for 
many years. Call now to make your 
reservation. 

Senior Center Snack Bar: Come 
check out our Snack Bar that offers a 
variety of food items at great prices. 
Fun and friendly atmosphere!

SPECIAL EVENTS

AARP Driving Class: Take AARP 
driving classes and possibly reduce 
your insurance premiums. Classes are 
held on the first two Tuesdays of every 
month at 12:45pm. Must attend both 
days. Call 368-3199 for registration 
and fee info for September.

Senior Trips: Sign up now for our 
upcoming 3-day trip to Key West on 

Aug. 22 and the Hard Rock Casino on Aug. 
26. Call Carolyn at 347-0806 for more info 
on these and other fun trips.

“Sinatra, Do-Wop & Country”: Come 
and enjoy an afternoon of “Sinatra, 
Do-Wop & Country” music provided by 
the Toonsters on Wed. Sept. 14 at 1:30pm. 
Admission: Non-perishable food item(s) 
for our Senior Center Food Pantry.

Annual Game & Card Party: The Senior 
Center’s 2nd Annual Game & Card Party 
will be held on Wed. Aug. 31, 2-5pm. Make 
up or join a card or game table. Includes 
finger foods, door prizes, opportunity 
baskets, etc. Tickets: $10. Fundraiser to 
develop Senior Center health & wellness 
programming.  Tickets available at the 
Senior Center or online at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.gulfportseniorfoundation.
org” www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org. 

Three Special Opportunity Drawings: 
How about a Star Lite Cruise or a 
Dolphin Watch Cruise for a party of two? 
Suggested donation for the opportunity 
drawing is $5.00 per ticket. Winners will 
be announced on Fri. Sept. 2nd. Need not 
be present to win. Tickets are available at 
the Senior Center.

Night in Italy Event: Tickets are now 
available for our annual “Night in Italy” 
event on Fri. Sept. 30. There will be 
a Silent Auction at 5pm followed by a 
Baked Ziti Dinner at 6pm and a theater 
performance at 7pm. Tickets are $10.00. 
If you would like to donate an item for 
the Silent Auction, please call the Senior 
Center.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Free Legal Assistance: Community 
Law Program offers free legal assistance 
for seniors 60+ every 3rd Fri. (Aug. 19) at 
9:30am. Must meet income criteria. Call 
for more info.

Support Groups
Diabetic Support Group on Mondays at 
9:30am
Visually Impaired Support Group, 2nd 
& 4th Mon. at 2pm. 
Caregivers: Every Wed. at 2pm

Telephone Reassurance: Are you 
a Gulfport resident who lives alone? 
Would you like to receive a friendly 
phone call each morning between 
7:30-8:30am? It’s a free service and a 
great safety measure! Call the Senior 
Center for more info.

Transportation Service: Are you 
a Gulfport resident 55 and over 
and need transportation to medical 
appointments, beauty shops, grocery 
shopping, bill paying, etc? Call GEMS 
at 893-2242 and learn how we may 
be of service to you.
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City Sponsored Activities
in the Community

Senior Center 5501 27th Ave. So.  893-1231  Recreation Center  5730 Shore Blvd. So   893-1068

Gulfport Library      5501 28th Ave. So.   893-1074  
                    or fax 893-1072

“The Power of Now!”: A free 8-week 
seminar/discussion presented by Ted 
Leitho.  Saturdays at 10:00 am-Noon, 
through August 27.  FMI, call: 727-
623-9532.t

Coffee/Talk Book Club: Thursday, 
August 18, 10:00 am.  Discussion of 
Saint Maybe, by Anne Tyler.  Books & 
discussion guides available at the Ref-
erence Desk.

Hospice Bereavement Group for 
Widows and Widowers: Tuesday, 

August 23 & 30, 1:30 pm.  FMI: 727-
542-6788.

Genealogy Assistance. Saturday, 
August 27, 1:00 pm. Answers tailored 
to your questions about using tra-
ditional and online resources for re-
searching your family’s history.

One-on-One Computer Instruc-
tion: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:30 
am-1:00 pm.  First come, first served.

Free Thinkers Open AA (Twelve 
Step) Meeting: Tuesdays, 5:45-6:45 

pm.  FMI: Call 727-323-7660. 

Gulfport Creative Short Story 
Writers:  Wednesdays at 10:00 am. 

Open Monday-Friday: 10am-7pm  
& Saturday: 10 am-4 pm

PROGRAMS AND DATES ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

check our website  
www.mygulfport.us/gpl

Search for/request books and other 
items on our online 

catalog: pals.polarislibrary.com

5500 Shore Blvd. So.
893-1070

MARIO DELEON’S BAND
Social & Ballroom Dancing
Sun., Aug. 21, 6-10pm, $7

WEEKLY DANCES
Every Tuesday

Argentine Tango 6:30-10:30pm, $7
6:30-8pm Lesson,
8-10:30pm Dance

Every Wednesday 
Swing Dance

6-7pm Charleston lesson
7-8pm East Coast Swing lesson

8-11pm Swing Dance $7

Thursday, Aug. 18 Salsa Dance
7-8:30pm Lessons

8:30-10pm Dance, $7

RECREATION WEBSITE-www.mygulf-
port.us and follow the links: City Depart-
ments, Leisure services, Rec. Center.

ACTIVITIES 
Open Gym– Tues., 6-9 p.m. Annual reg. 
$2 res./$20 non-resident
Open Gameroom/Gym- Mon.–Fri.,  
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Annual reg. $2 res/$20 
non-res.

PROGRAMS 
2011-2012 TEEN NIGHT PROGRAM 
- Registrations for the 2011-2012 Teen 
Night Program have begun for teens in 
middle school to age 18 (if still in high 
school). Program hours are Mon., Wed. & 
Fri. 6-9 p.m. Annual reg. $2 res/$20 non-
res.

2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR CHILD 
CARE PROGRAM - Registrations for 
the 2011-2012 School Ytear Child Care 
Program have begun for children who will 
be entering Kindergarten thru age 14. 
Non-refundable annual registration fee 
is $15 for residents and $100 for non-res-
idents. Program hours are until 5:30 p.m. 
with extended hours available until 6 p.m. 
for an extra charge. Hours of registration 
are Monday–Friday from 9:00 a.m.–5:00 
p.m.t

2011-2012 TOT TIME PROGRAM 
PREREGISTRATION- Pre-registration 
for the 2011-2012 Tot Time Program 
are currently being accepted. Hours for 
pre-registration are from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday-Friday. A non-refundable annual 
registration fee of $15 for residents and 

$100 for non-residents is required to se-
cure a spot. Proof of residency is required 
for Gulfport residents. The Tot Time Pro-
gram is a pre-school, hands-on program 
for children ages 3-5. The program aims 
to make learning fun for children and 
helps prepare them for Kindergarten.  
Two, three and five-day monthly options 
are available. Program hours are from 
8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. Classes begin Septem-
ber 6, 2011 and is limited to 10 children. 
Call 893-1068 for more information.

2011-2012 VPK (Voluntary Prekinder-
garten)- VPK is FREE for children who 
live in Florida and who turn 4 years of 
age by September 1st. Parents must ap-
ply at Coordinated Child Care and the 
child must receive a Certificate of Eligi-
bility. Program hours are from 8:30a.m.- 
12:30p.m. VPK will start on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6th and is limited to 10 children. 
Sign up now with your voucher from Co-
ordinated Child Care. Please call 727-893-
1068 for more details.

NEW CLASSES- Interested in teach-
ing a class? Call John at 727-893-1079 
for more info

CLASSES  - Call instructtor for more 
information. 

• Fencing - Wed., 5:30 p.m. Call Jim Cam-
poli at 813-855-3112.
•Gymnastics-Call Barbara at 804-9400.
• Karate - Mon. & Thurs., 6:30 p.m. Call 
Diane at 459-1399. 
• Tai Chi -MOVED TO SCOUT HALL. 

Tues. & Thurs., 9-10:15 a.m. Call  
Marge at 345-6708. 
• Tennis - Tues.,  5 p.m. & 6 p.m. Call 
Jack at 280-4276.
• Watercolor with Patsi –Returns in the 
fall. Call Patsi at 501-3559.
• Yoga in the A. M. – MOVES TO THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER, Wed., from 
9-10 a.m. Call Valerie at 557-4258.
• Yoga-Wed., 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Call Ta-
mara at 512-2763.
• Zumba- MOVES TO THE NEIGHBOR-
HOOD CENTER, Wed., from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Call Valerie at 557-4258.

*The Neighborhood Center is located 
at 1617 49th St. So.

*Scout Hall is located at 5315 28th 
Ave So.

TOMLINSON SKATE PARK
  The City of Gulfport will now allow bi-
cycles on the Tomlinson Lake Skate Park 
on SUNDAYS only for a trial period. 
  Effective October 1st, all skaters/bi-
cyclists MUST purchase a new City of 
Gulfport Skate Park sticker to use the 
City of Gulfport’s Tomlinson Lake Skate 
Park. Stickers MUST be visibly placed on 
the helmet. Annual fee for stickers is $5 
for residents and $10 for non-residents. 
Also, all skaters/bicyclists 17 years of age 
or younger MUST have a signed parental 
consent form filed at the Gulfport Rec-
reation Center. Availability to register: 
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m.–8 p.m.

Neighborhood Center
1617 49th St. So./893-1070

Faith Cathedral International Church: 
9:30am,  1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays; 

4th Sunday Bible Study
Overeaters Anonymous: Sun. 

6:15-8:15pm 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

GEMS Express: Try our new express 
trips to South Pasadena every Fri. No 
long waits with the hourly trips. Call 
GEMS at 893-2242 for more info.

GEMS & Tyrone Square Mall: Shop 
at Tyrone Square Mall every Mon. 
& Thurs. 9:30am to noon. This also 
includes Tyrone Gardens, Winn Dixie 
and other shops in the Tyrone Garden 
Shopping Center. Call now for more 
info.

Public Meeting for GEMS: The 
Senior Center will host a focus group 
for GEMS riders on Wed. Sept. 7 at 
1:30pm at the Senior Center. Current 
GEMS riders are invited to share 
personal experiences with GEMS and 
offer suggestions on how GEMS may 
better serve them.  Senior Research 
Associate at the Center for Urban 
Transportation with USF will facilitate 
the focus group. Open to all interested 
parties. Call GEMS to reserve a ride. 

Good Grief: The Senior Center will 
host special seminars on the subject 
of grief.  The first session (Good Grief 
& Mourning with Carole) will be held 
on Wed. Sept. 7 at 9am. Facilitator 
Carole McLeod is the president of 
Grief Matters, LLC and has been 
helping people work through grief for 
many years. Call now to make your 
reservation. 

Senior Center Snack Bar: Come 
check out our Snack Bar that offers a 
variety of food items at great prices. 
Fun and friendly atmosphere!

SPECIAL EVENTS

AARP Driving Class: Take AARP 
driving classes and possibly reduce 
your insurance premiums. Classes are 
held on the first two Tuesdays of every 
month at 12:45pm. Must attend both 
days. Call 368-3199 for registration 
and fee info for September.

Senior Trips: Sign up now for our 
upcoming 3-day trip to Key West on 

Aug. 22 and the Hard Rock Casino on Aug. 
26. Call Carolyn at 347-0806 for more info 
on these and other fun trips.

“Sinatra, Do-Wop & Country”: Come 
and enjoy an afternoon of “Sinatra, 
Do-Wop & Country” music provided by 
the Toonsters on Wed. Sept. 14 at 1:30pm. 
Admission: Non-perishable food item(s) 
for our Senior Center Food Pantry.

Annual Game & Card Party: The Senior 
Center’s 2nd Annual Game & Card Party 
will be held on Wed. Aug. 31, 2-5pm. Make 
up or join a card or game table. Includes 
finger foods, door prizes, opportunity 
baskets, etc. Tickets: $10. Fundraiser to 
develop Senior Center health & wellness 
programming.  Tickets available at the 
Senior Center or online at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.gulfportseniorfoundation.
org” www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org. 

Three Special Opportunity Drawings: 
How about a Star Lite Cruise or a 
Dolphin Watch Cruise for a party of two? 
Suggested donation for the opportunity 
drawing is $5.00 per ticket. Winners will 
be announced on Fri. Sept. 2nd. Need not 
be present to win. Tickets are available at 
the Senior Center.

Night in Italy Event: Tickets are now 
available for our annual “Night in Italy” 
event on Fri. Sept. 30. There will be 
a Silent Auction at 5pm followed by a 
Baked Ziti Dinner at 6pm and a theater 
performance at 7pm. Tickets are $10.00. 
If you would like to donate an item for 
the Silent Auction, please call the Senior 
Center.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Free Legal Assistance: Community 
Law Program offers free legal assistance 
for seniors 60+ every 3rd Fri. (Aug. 19) at 
9:30am. Must meet income criteria. Call 
for more info.

Support Groups
Diabetic Support Group on Mondays at 
9:30am
Visually Impaired Support Group, 2nd 
& 4th Mon. at 2pm. 
Caregivers: Every Wed. at 2pm

Telephone Reassurance: Are you 
a Gulfport resident who lives alone? 
Would you like to receive a friendly 
phone call each morning between 
7:30-8:30am? It’s a free service and a 
great safety measure! Call the Senior 
Center for more info.

Transportation Service: Are you 
a Gulfport resident 55 and over 
and need transportation to medical 
appointments, beauty shops, grocery 
shopping, bill paying, etc? Call GEMS 
at 893-2242 and learn how we may 
be of service to you.
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Local Obituaries
DAY, DOUGLAS L., 68, of Gulfport, 
passed away on Aug. 7, 2011 at 
home. He was preceded in death by 
his father, Louis and mother, Jean 
Rowe. He is survived by his children, 
Donald and Kristin; sister Brenda; 3 
grandchildren; several nephews; and 
a niece. There will be a memorial 
service at Starkey Rd. Baptist 
Church on Aug. 11th at 3 p.m. ALife 
Tribute Largo, 559-7793.

•••
GORDON, Marilyn Sue, 71, of 
St. Pete Beach, passed away Aug. 
13. Video tribute at joejiko.com/
marilynsgordon. Guestbook at 
davidcgross.com. David C. Gross 
Funeral Homes, 830 N Belcher Rd., 
727-446-2222.

•••
SUTTON, DONALD C., 68, also 
known as “Dapper Don” and “Chia 
Pet” of Pasadena Golf Club Estates, 
passed away Aug. 6, 2011 after an 
exemplary fight with lymphoma 
leukemia with courage, humor, 
grace and dignity at all times. His 
positive outlook was phenomenal. 
His motto was “Never ever give up”; 
“Deal with it and move forward”; and 
“Getter Done”. He is survived by his 
wife, Barbara J. Sutton; daughter, 
Deanne Klien; his sister, Jacqueline 
Ouellette; 3 grandchildren, 
Catherine, Samantha, Barry; and 
his best friend, Bob (Eileen) Mattioli. 
Friends will be received at the Brett 

Funeral Home, 4810 Central Ave., 
Thursday, Aug. 11, 2011 from 5-7 
p.m. Funeral Mass will be Friday, 
Aug. 12th at 11 a.m. at St. John 
Vianney Catholic Church. Burial to 
follow at Calvary Cemetery. Online 
memorial and guestbook at www.
brettfuneralhome.net. Brett Funeral 
Home, 727-321-3321.

•••
W E T z E L , 
CLAUDIA JEAN 
WHITE HAYNES, 
passed away on July 
29, 2011 in Citrus 
County.  She was 
born in Gulfport, 

Florida and was the daughter of 
Nathan L. and Alice Joyce White, 
Sr.  She is survived by her husband, 
Ron Wetzel, her daughter, Tammy 
Haynes and her brother, Nathan L. 
White, Jr. She was my Mom and my 
best friend.  As I get older, I learn 
more and more about how many lives 
my mom touched throughout her life.  
I was very fortunate to have a mom 
like her and being raised in a small 
waterfront community like Gulfport. 
There were a lot of people who looked 
out for Mom and I.  Please come 
join us celebrate her life on August 
28, 2011 at 11:00 a.m. at 1743 49th 
Street South, Gulfport.  Please bring 
any pictures you would like to share.  
Covered dish is welcomed.  I love you 
mom...

•••

WILLIAMS, EUGENE 
WARD, 60, born in 
Tuscaloosa, AL on 5 
Mar 51, elected to rest 
after a six year  battle 
to cancer on 14 Aug 11. 
Ward is survived by 

his significant other Joline, children 
Kim; her husband Mike, Kris and 
Ryan, sisters Delia and Katherine 
and brothers Jim and Judson. Ward 
was warm, kind and had a love for 
adventure. He enjoyed taking long 
distance motorcycle trips, enjoying 
nature and meeting new people along 
the way.  His most defining quality 
was his quirky sense of humor. His 
day was considered fruitful not by 
the amount of money made but by 
the number of friends he made laugh. 
Ward’s memorial service will be 
held at the Sarasota Car Museum, 
located at 5500 North Tamiami Trail, 
Sarasota, FL 34243.  In lieu of flowers, 
please feel free to make a donation to 
an animal charity program.

•••
RITA LOVELAND GOOD

 2-2-23 - 8-16-2003
My little angel mother, how I miss 
you. You are so missed by many many 
people. Your humor, generosity, wit, 
kindness and love will never be for-
gotten. So sad you can’t see the many 
great and great-great-grandchildren. 
Sad they could never meet you. I miss 
you and love you too much!                                                                                                                                 

Karen
•••
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In Memoriam

JOEL E. MARTIN 
This day is remembered  

and quietly kept,  
No words are needed,  
we shall never forget.  

For those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day.  

Unseen and unheard but  
always near.  

So loved, so missed,  
and so very dear.

In memory of a loving son, brother 
and caring friend. We miss you every 
day.  Mom, Dad, Justin, Meaghan, 
family and friends miss you.

•••
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Somethin’ on my mindSomethin’ on my mind
By Bill Northrop                  B_Northrop@theGabber.com

An Electronic Family

It was family time. In the living 
room, an hour or so before 
supper following a day at the 

beach. Father, two daughters, two 
grandparents. I don’t remember 
where the mother was. Silence, 
broken only by an occasional “click, 
click” or a laugh or sigh, or grunt. No 
eye contact.
  Meet the electronic family of the 
21st. Century. Plenty of family 
communication except that it wasn’t 
with each other. All communicating, 
connecting with the world, its sights 
and sounds, its coming and goings, 
its variety. A world that doesn’t talk 
back unless you permit it - unless it’s 
an electronic game.
  At a table five feet away, the father, 
eyes glued to his iPad and the 
latest ball scores. The grandmother, 

the same, checking out Facebook. 
One granddaughter, ears plugged, 
listening to music. The other texting 
a friend. Me, watching, left hand on 
my holstered smart phone, ready to 
check messages, scores, latest news. 
I said something. No one looked up. 
A murmured sentence and someone 
said “huh?”. I chuckled and lit up my 
smart phone.
  I’m not a complaining Only 
observing. It’s a reality check. It’s the 
way things are. Besides, I remember 
when television emerged and grew 
and grew, and the comments were 
similar. No one talked with each 
other and no imagination required (as 
compared to radio). The world didn’t 
come to an end though I remember 
yelling at my children to turn the tv 
off and clean up the room.
  One of those children raised his kids 
observing a two week moratorium on 

tv each summer. Another escapes 
periodically, with the children, to 
a remote section of Vermont where 
there is no television reception 
and no tv in the cottage, no phone 
or cell phone reception. Daylight 
is pumped in. Another didn’t care 
one way or another, but insisted 
upon uninterrupted and focused 
conversations unless it was football 
time.
  Another, combines all of the above, 
but lots of physical or “let’s go here” 
activity. Another focuses mostly on a 
laptop computer and the tv. The last, 
and younger one, is an electronic, 
what’s the latest, junkie who uses 
the devices for access to just about 
everything. And all the grandchildren 
(except maybe one who’s only a bit 
over one-year-old) are with it and 
quietly tolerate the elders’ relative 
technological illiteracy.
  In the meantime, I’m trying to catch 
up or just keep up with the rapid 
technological changes so that I can 
communicate even if conversation is 
filtered (and recorded and followed 
by “them”) by an electronic device. 
My wife resisted, or ignored, all this 
until a couple of months ago. That 
was when one of her technically 
hip friends and I started comparing 
smart phones and their applications. 
Somehow, as we punched, touched, 
and slid our fingers around tiny 
screens, she got left out, forgotten, a 
part of the background only.
  This won’t happen again. That’s 
all it took for her to jump into the 
electronic world. She’s now iPad 
savvy and even texting on her not-so-
smart phone. She’s looking forward 
to the video phoning experience.
  All in all, I’m not too worried 
about where this is going even 
if the new electronics foment 
revolutions. Though maybe I am a 
little worried about who is tracking 
us and how information about us 
can be and probably will be used. 
Other than that, all I know is that 
each generation thinks that the one 
following it is “going to hell”.
  In the meantime, I deal with the 
basics such as “Honey, aren’t you 
listening to me?”

••       
What’s on your mind?
Email your opinion to:

B_Northrop@theGabber.com
•••
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    American Legion Activities
Post 125 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

 6440 - 5th Ave. S.,   St. Petersburg     347-6085

Lunch Served
11am-3pm
Euchre 1pm
Bingo 6pm 

Kitchen Open 
for Bingo

Ron’s Karaoke 7pmNo Lunch ServedBreakfast 8:30-11am
Kitchen Open 2-5pm

Dinner 5-7pm
Southern Knights Band

7-11pm

Kitchen Open
11-3pm

Dinner 5-7pm
Southern Knights Band

7-11pm

Lunch Served
11am-3pm

Ron’s Karaoke 7pm

Post 305    
        6999 Gulf Blvd.,   St. Pete Beach   367-1596

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Bar Bingo 7pm

Food Served

Fish & Chicken 
6-8pm

Barry Karaoke

Steak Dinner 
6-8pm

Sound Unlimited

Steak-O
1-3pm

Bucky Burgers
5-8pm

Barry Karaoke
6-9pm

SAL Meeting-6pm Legion Dinner
6-8pm

 Harry 7-10pm

  The St. Pete Beach Support Our Troops, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization, has moved its headquarters from City Hall to  
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church at 8451 Blind Pass Road. As always, donations of money, non-perishable food items, 
hygiene items, books, toys or miscellaneous items suiting for sending to our troops are always welcome. They may be 
dropped off at our Post lounge, the lobby at City Hall or the Library, in addition to the facility at St. Alban’s. They are 
looking for a corporate sponsor.

  The Ladies Auxiliary is holding a yard sale in September. (Date to be determined, check the Gabber for more details as 
we get them) Need to clean out those closets or garage? Buy at table, $5 outside (bring your own table) $10 if we supply 
table, $15 inside and we supply the table. Sell your own stuff! You may donate any unsold goods for our Penny Auction. 
We do need donations for the Auction but we don’t accept clothes or shoes.
  The Auxiliary’s first meeting was fun, informative and well attended. But more members should attend and give us 
ideas for future events and how we can best serve the community. We meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7p.m. 
Thanks to Alice Bernard for the frog, our motto for this year is “Leap for Success”. We are still collecting items to be 
sent to our solders and school supplies.
  The Wounded Warriors Benefit was a great success. Thanks to Yummy’s of Gulfport for use of their snow cone 
machine. The kids loved it!  

Business Feature Story $235.
Service Business Card $28.75.
Real Estate from $14.
Display Advertising from $46.50 per issue

the

Gabber
Since 1968

Custom advertising 
for any budget.

Save More With Frequency Discounts Advertising@theGabber.com   727.321.6965
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Saturday 8/6
Noise Complaint- 5500 Blk Newton 
Ave. S.
Call for Officer- 2800 Blk 54th St. S.
Domestic Battery- 1900 Blk 55th St. 
S.
Domestic Verbal- 2700 Blk Beach 
Blvd. S.
Sunday 8/7
Call for Officer- 5300 Blk 12th Ave. 
S.
Burglary- 1700 Blk Gray St. S.
Animal Complaint- 5300 Blk 11th 
Ave. S.
Domestic Verbal- 3200 Blk 58th St. 
S.
Noise Complaint- 1700 Blk 54th St. 
S.
Trouble with Individual- 5500 Blk 
Shore Blvd. S.
Call for Officer- 2200 Blk 51st St. S.
Burglary- 2800 Blk Beach Blvd. S.
Animal Complaint- 1400 Blk 60th St. 
S.
City County Code Violation- 5400 
Blk 17th Ave. S.
Drunk Person- 5500 Blk Shore Blvd. 
S.
Call for Officer- 1300 Blk York St. S.
Burglary- 5600 Blk 19th Ave. S.
Monday 8/8
Drunk Driver- 2800 Blk Beach Blvd. 
S.

Call for Officer- 1400 Blk 59th St. S.
Battery- 900 Blk 54th St. S.
Call for Officer- 5500 Blk 19th Ave. 
S.
Animal Complaint- 6300 Blk 7th Ave. 
S.
Criminal Mischief- 2800 Blk 54th St. 
S.
Animal Complaint- 4900 Blk 27th 
Ave. S.
Call for Officer- 5200 Blk 8th Ave. S.
Civil Matter- 4900 Blk Gulfport Blvd. 
S.
Animal Complaint- 4900 Blk 11th 
Ave. S.
Street Obstruction- 1600 Blk 53rd St. 
S.
Suspicious Person- 4500 Blk 29th 
Ave. S.
Tuesday 8/9
Suspicious Person- 5100 Blk Gulfport 
Blvd. S.
Animal Complaint- 1100 Blk Gray St. 
S.
Trouble with Individual- 3000 Blk 
56th St. S.
Criminal Mischief- 3100 Blk Beach 
Blvd. S.
Burglary- 5200 Blk 6th PL S.
Suspicious Circumstances- 1900 
Blk 59th St. S.
Burglary- 5200 Blk 20th Ave. S.
Wednesday 8/10
Violation of Court Order- 1900 Blk 
55th St. S.
Street Obstruction- 2200 Blk 46th St. 
S.
Call for Officer- Veteran’s Park
Trouble with Individual- 2600  Blk 
46th St. S.
Call for Officer- 5100 Blk 28th Ave. 
S.
Call for Officer- 6200 Blk 15th Ave. 
S.
Trouble with Individual- 5500 Blk 
Gulfport Blvd. S.
Thursday 8/11
Drunk Driver- 5900 Blk Gulfport Blvd. 
S.
Trouble with Individual- 5000 Blk 
Gulfport Blvd. S.
Animal Complaint- 1400 Blk 61st St. 
S.
Trouble with Individual- 6200 Blk 
15th Ave. S.
Suspicious Person- 6000 Blk 9th 
Ave. S.
Suspicious Person- 5600 Blk 12th 
Ave. S.
Shots Fired- 1800 Blk 49th St. S.
Trouble with Individual- 900 Blk Hull 
St. S.

•••

 Following are some of the calls that 
Gulfport Police responded to during 
the past week.
Friday 8/5
Trouble with Individual- 5200 Blk 
16th Ave. S.
Drunk Person- 6300 Blk Pasadena 
Pt. Blvd S.
Drunk Person- 5400 Blk 8th Ave. S.
Drunk Person- 5400 Blk Essex Ave. 
S.
Theft- 2800 Blk Beach Blvd. S.
Suspicious Person- 5900 Blk 20th 
Ave. S.
City County Code Violation- 2800 
Blk Beach Blvd. S.
Civil Matter- 5500 Blk 20th Ave.S.
Suspicious Circumstances- 5100 
Blk 26th Ave. S.
Hit & Run- 2200 Blk 49th St. S.
Theft- 2400 Blk York St. S.
Trouble with Individual- 2500 Blk 
Beach Blvd. S.

Back Pack Express
By Melissa Lattman

ST. PETERSBURG- Volunteers at Our Savior Lutheran Church assembled 
more than 200 backpacks Saturday morning. All of the backpacks with basic 
school supplies were donated to area schools and community organizations.
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Try your hand at Sudoku
Solution on Page 18

Dispute Leads to 
Shots Fired
  On Monday, August 15, 2011, at 
approximately 1:02 a.m., Treasure 
Island Police Officers responded to 
a residence in the 11000 block of 1 
St. E. on Isle of Palms after a caller 
dialed 911 and reported a person 
shot. Upon arrival, resident Jeremy 
S. Millspaugh was laying on the 
ground wounded by an apparent gun 
shot.
  A preliminary investigation 
revealed that several residents of 
a local apartment complex have 
been involved in on-going disputes 
which culminated in a violent 
encounter early that morning. One 
of the residents allegedly threatened 
several others with a knife. During 
this encounter, another resident 
fired several shots from a .380 cal 
handgun in self defense. One of the 
gunshots struck Millspaugh in the 
pelvis, causing non life-threatening 
injuries. Millspaugh was transported 
to Bayfront Medical Center.
  The case remains under 
investigation.

•••

2011-2012 Tot-
Time Program
  Ongoing pre-registrations are 
currently being accepted for the 2011-
2012 Tot Time Program. The Tot 
Time Program is a pre-school, hands-
on program for children ages 3-5. 
The program aims to make learning 
fun for children and helps prepare 
them for Kindergarten.  Two, three 
and five-day monthly options are 
available. Non-refundable annual 
registration fee is $15 for residents 
and $100 for non-residents. Program 
hours are from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Hours for pre-registration are from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday. Proof 
of residency is required for Gulfport 
residents. Classes begin September 
6, 2011. Call 893-1068 for more 
information.

•••

Animal Services offers 
Discounts in August
  Pinellas County Animal Services is 
celebrating the Dog Days of August 
with half-price adoptions on shelter 
dogs and cats. During the month of 
August, playful puppies, devoted 
dogs and cuddly cats can be taken 

home for $15. The price of an adoption 
includes the first set of vaccinations, 
license, tag and spay or neuter.
  During August, Animal Services is 
also offering rabies vaccinations for 
$1 with the purchase of a county pet 
license.    
  Pinellas County Animal Services is 
located at 12450 Ulmerton Road in 
Largo. Normal hours of operation are 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
with the adoption center closing at 
4:30 p.m. To reclaim a pet, visit the 
shelter between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Special Saturday hours to reclaim 
a pet or drop off a pet are 9 a.m. to 
noon. The facility is closed Sunday 
and holidays, with the outside animal 
drop-off open on days that the shelter 
is closed.
  Find Pinellas County Animal 
Services on Facebook, visit www.
pinellascounty.org/animalservices 
or call 727-582-2600. The rabies 
investigation unit hotline is 727- 
582-2608. The lost or found pets 
hotline is 727-582-2604.

•••
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Repair Problems 
with Carpeting

  Dear Pat: I just finished remodeling 
my living room, and I am already over 
budget. I realize we have crushes 
and stains on the carpet in several 
spots. How can I repair this damage 
so I won’t need new carpeting now? -- 
Randi P.  
  Dear Randi: The deteriorated spots 
on carpeting are not always readily 
apparent until you move furniture, as 
when you are remodeling. Entire areas 

can be slightly stained and discolored, 
but it is not noticeable until moving 
furniture exposes a clean, stain-free 
area.  
  Many of the damaged and stained 
spots may have occurred during your 
remodeling project. A stepladder left 
in the same location for a week or 
more can crush the carpet fibers and 
leave a lasting indentation. If you 
don’t overlay drop cloths enough or 
clean them off regularly as you are 
working, the fine dust can make its 
way through to the carpet. Paint drips 
can also permeate drop cloths.   

  The type of carpeting you have will 
make a difference in how it resists 
indentations and stains. Nylon 
carpeting is very resilient, and crushed 
spots will tend to spring back on their 
own over time. Polyester carpeting 
retains its bright colors better, but the 
fibers do not have as good a memory 
as nylon, so indentations may not 
spring back on their own.  
  Since you mostly likely have your 
furniture in different locations now 
after the remodeling, you will notice 
quite a few old crushed spots and newer 
ones from ladders, tools, etc. Vacuum 
those crushed spots thoroughly, and 
give them a week or so to recover on 
their own.  If, after the week, 
they are still too noticeable, use a 
flat-blade screwdriver and fluff up the 
nap. Don’t dig too deeply, or you may 
pull some of the pile loose from the 
carpet backing. Just fluff it enough so 
the fibers appear to be separated. 
  Preheat a regular steam iron on a 
high steam setting. Hold the iron 
about one-quarter to one-half inch 
above the fluffed spot. Press the steam 
button to saturate the area with 
steam. This should help to straighten 
out the fibers and make the crushed 
spot less apparent.  
  Carpet burns, usually from a 
cigarette or in front of a fireplace, can 
be repaired if the burn is not too deep. 
The damage often looks worse than 
it actually is because the fibers melt 
together and clump. Using scissors, 
trim off the tips of the burned spots. 
Trim the area around the burn so 
it feathers up to the natural carpet 
height.  If the adhesive tape has come 
loose and a seam has split open, you 
will have to sew it back together. 
Pull the carpet halves together, and 
drive thin nails, about 6 inches back 
from the seam on each side, through 
the carpet to the subfloor to hold it in 
place. Use a curved upholstery needle 
and fishing line to sew the halves 
together. Remove the nails when the 
repair is complete.  
  The best method to remove a 
stain depends on what the staining 
substance is. First, always blot up 
the excess with paper towels. When 
you clean a spill, clean from the outer 
edges to the center of the spot. Read 
the packaging for carpet cleaners for 
one specifically formulated for that 
stain. A good two-part cleaner for 
many common new and old stains is 
Prochem (www.prochem.com).  

•••
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Sustainable Living
By Shawn Dell Joyce

Green Your Vacation 
  Did your travel plans get curtailed 
this summer, like many other 
Americans’? Rising gas prices and a 
slow economic recovery have many 
people rethinking vacation plans.   
   Driving is the easiest vacation option, 
but it is getting more expensive and 
is one of the leading causes of climate 
change, generating almost 20 pounds 
of carbon emissions for every gallon 
of gas used.   
  Air travel seems like it would be 
more efficient since more people 
travel for less time. However, a 
single transatlantic flight for a 
family of four creates more carbon 
emissions than that family will 
generate domestically for an entire 
year.   Consumer Reports points 
out that a flight from New York to 
Los Angeles can generate from 1,924 
to 6,732 pounds of carbon depending 
on the carbon calculator you use (and 
variables in fuel efficiency, passenger 
load and air traffic). Although air 
travel is seen as the most convenient 
method of travel, it is also the most 
environmentally devastating, leading 
many conscientious passengers to 
resort to carbon offsets. 
  According to TerraPass, offsetting a 
flight from New York to Los Angeles 
would cost around $10. Your 10 
bucks is invested in clean energy and 
efficiency projects such as wind farms, 
which results in verified reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions.   
  If you’re traveling great distances, 
the most fuel-efficient way to travel 
is by train, according to the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE). In a 
recent report, the DOE states that 
Amtrak -- on an energy consumed 
per passenger-mile basis -- is 18 
percent more energy efficient than 
commercial airlines.   
  Nearly 1 billion tourists crisscross 
the globe every year. Now more than 
ever it’s so important that we tread 
lightly wherever we go.   Here are 
a few ways to save fuel costs and 
emissions this summer:   
  -- Take a local vacation. Stay closer 
to home, and explore the places you 

haven’t been in your own community. 
Set aside a week of local family 
fun, and schedule a different local 
museum, farm or small town for each 
day. Plan your stops according to the 
route of a train or bus to maximize 
your efficiency.  
  -- Explore the rail trails in your 
area by bicycle. Most communities 
have rail trail projects connecting 
larger cities by walking and biking 
paths. Explore your area by riding in 
five miles sections each day. (www.
railtrails.org)   
  -- Stay in a green hotel when 
possible. If you strive to be green 
at home, why not on vacation, as 
well? (www.greenhotels.com, www.
environmentallyfriendlyhotels.com)   
  -- Travel with friends, and share the 
costs and carbon of each car trip. If 
you carpool, then share a vacation 

rental including meals, you form 
tighter friendship bonds, use less gas 
and eat out less.   
  -- Stay with friends or camp. 
Hotels are very resource intensive, 
from air conditioning and cleaning 
to disposables. When you stay 
with friends, you lighten the 
environmental and economic costs. 
(www.gocamping.com)   
  -- Consider a working vacation, 
and volunteer to work on an organic 
farm located in a place you wish 
to visit. Many countries also have 
programs for whole families to spend 
a vacation working as part of a relief 
effort. (www.globeaware.org, www.
globalvolunteerrs.org)   
  -- Indulge in roadside attractions by 
visiting the places near you that you 
secretly always wanted to see, but 
never went to. You know, the ones 
advertised on giant billboards on 
the major highway. Usually they are 
caverns, zoos or some other unique 
oddity that you really should see at 
least once.     

•••
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Tangerine Blues Fest 
Volunteers Needed
  Want to get in early on a great 
volunteer opportunity?  So49 (49th 
Street South Business Association) 
is recruiting volunteers for the 
upcoming 4th Annual Tangerine 
Blues Fest. Volunteers will receive 
an orientation before the September 
24 event and opportunities include, 
but are not limited to; entrance 
monitoring, parking, beer truck and 
ticket booth. This year promises to 
be bigger and better than last year 
and will again benefit All Children’s 

Hospital of St. Pete. Volunteer 
opportunities will be in a variety of 
areas so get your spot now!  Contact 
Walt Dill at so49web@aol.com or you 
can call him at 727-515-4941.
  Currently So49 is actively working 
on the Community Garden, an Artist 
Studio Tour and a Car Show (to 
benefit the Fallen Officers Fund and 
the Gulfport Teen Council).
  So49 meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Neighborhood Center at 1617 
49 Street S. in Gulfport. For 
more information, visit http://
so49.org or email to So49web@

aol.com or call Walt Dill at 727- 
515-4941 or Jeri Reed at 727- 
439-5381.

•••

Care Givers 
Support Groups
  Do you find yourself “caring” for 
the health concerns of another? 
If so, consider coming to one of 
Pasadena Community Church’s Care 
Giver Support Groups in the Life 
Enrichment Center at 227 70 Street 
S. One group meets on Tuesday 
evenings from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 
the other meets on Wednesdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.
  Both groups are open to the public 
and provide a confidential setting 
for those attending to share with 
others who are in like situations 
their experiences, joys and concerns 
of “care giving”. The person may be a 
relative or just a good friend. It is not 
necessary that the individual reside 
in the same house with you or even 
the same state.
  Call Pam Lanning at 347-2809 or 
Barbara Posey at 381-2499, ext. 214.

•••
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2011-2012 School 
Year Child Care
  Registrations for the 2011-2012 
School Year Child Care Program will 
begin Monday, July 25th for children 
who will be entering Kindergarten 
thru age 14. Bus transportation is 
available from Gulfport Montessori, 
Pasadena Fundamental and Bear 
Creek Elementary.  Program hours 
are until 5:30 p.m. with extended 
hours available until 6 p.m. for an 
extra charge. Annual registration 
fee is $15 for residents and $100 for 
non-residents with monthly fees of 
$133*for residents and $266*for non-
residents. Packets are available at 
the Recreation Center, 5730 Shore 
Blvd. S. Hours of registration are 
Monday–Friday from 9:00 a.m.–5:00 
p.m. Please call 893-1068 for any 
information.
*fees subject to change.

•••

CTK Needs Volunteers 
to Work the Store
  Do you have four hours on Wednesday 
mornings? Clothes to Kids has a 

critical need for volunteers at the St. 
Pete Store on Wednesday mornings to 
work with clients. Adding 6 - 8 more 
volunteers will make it possible to 
shop with 60 school children during 
their busy back to school season.   
Join the fun and volunteer!  Contact 
Carole Bolden at 727-327-7100, ext. 
222 or email CaroleB@clothestokids.
org. 

•••

Dog Tag Heroes Thrift 
Store needs Volunteers!
  Dog Tag Heroes is a non-profit 
organization that provides free 

furniture/household items to soldiers 
returning from war. They have 
opened a Boutique & Thrift Store at 
5601 66th Street N. in the 66th St. 
Flea Market. They need volunteers 
to work a shift in their store which 
is open Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. They also need 
volunteers with trucks who can assist 
in picking up donated furniture once 
or twice monthly. Volunteers can 
help in many other ways beside in 
the store. Call 727-577-5455 today to 
find out how you can help. 

•••
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Host Families Needed 
for Exchange Students
  Foreign high school students are 
scheduled to arrive soon for academic 
semester and year homestay 
programs, and the sponsoring 
organization needs a few more local 
host families. 
  According to Pacific Intercultural 
Exchange (P.I.E.) President, John 
Doty, the students are all between 
the ages of 15 and 18 years, are 
English-speaking, have their own 
spending money, carry accident and 
health insurance, and want to share 
their cultural experiences with 
their new American families. P.I.E. 
currently has programs to match 
almost every family’s needs, ranging 
in length from one semester to a full 
academic year, where the students 
attend local public and private high 
schools. 
  P.I.E. area representatives match 
students with host families by finding 
common interests and lifestyles 
through an in-home meeting. 
Prospective host families are able 
to review student applications and 
select the perfect match. As there 
are no “typical” host families, P.I.E. 
can fit a student into just about 
any situation, whether it is a single 
parent, a childless couple, a retired 
couple or a large family.
  Families who host for P.I.E. are 
also eligible to claim a monthly 
charitable contribution deduction 
on their itemized tax returns for 
each month they host a sponsored 
student.
  P.I.E. is a non-profit educational 
organization that has sponsored 
more than 25,000 students from 45 
countries since its founding in 1975. 
The organization is designated by 
the United States Department of 
State and is listed by the Council 
on Standards for International 
Educational Travel (CSIET), 
certifying that the organization 
complies with the standards set 
forth in CSIET’s Standards for 
International Educational Travel 
Programs.
  Families interested in learning 
more about student exchange or 
arranging for a meeting with a 
community representative may call 
P.I.E., toll-free, at 1-866-546-1402.

•••
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By Cathy Salustri

  As early as the 1930s, the central 
Florida town of Cassadaga shows up 
in Florida tour guides as a “spiritualist 
camp.” Today, people know Cassadaga 
as “that place for psychics” and go there 
to get their fortunes told.
  But Cassadaga’s history isn’t just for 
psychics. While skeptics may stay away 
from the town as they snicker at the 
idea of having their cards read or taking 
an orb tour, the camp’s history may be 
enough to lure the skeptic or historian 
for an afternoon stroll through the town. 

WHO: In 1875, a man named 
George Colby claimed 

to have followed his spirit guide, Seneca, 
through the as-of-yet-untamed central 
Florida backwoods. Two decades later he 
incorporated the Cassadaga Spiritualist 
Camp Meeting Association.

WHAT:   Cassadaga 

is two places. 
  For people seeking 
enlightenment, it’s a 
spiritualist camp catering 
to people seeking a 
personal relationship with a 
higher being. These people 
also believe that people 
(and their personalities) 
survive after their physical 
death, and that mediums 
can communicate with 
those personalities. They 

  For everyone else, it’s a cool historic 
town with hilly streets, lushly landscaped 
lawns, and some pretty neat architecture. 
You don’t need to want to communicate 
with the dead to see Cassadaga. You just 
need to appreciate old Florida towns.
  The camp controls the look of the town 
and what gets built there, because it, 
not the residnets, owns all the property. 
Residents must follow the edicts of 
spiritualism own homes on leased land.

WHEN: Cassadaga is a 
n e i g h b o r h o o d – 

albeit an unusual one– and, while 
neighborhoods never really close, the 
wooded, serene parks dotted across the 
camp do. Unless you’re there for a night 
tour, special event or other appointment, 
arrive when you have plenty of daylight to 
stroll the streets and look around.

WHERE: Just outside 
of Sanford off 

I-4. Take exit 114; from there it’s about a 

WHY: 
I f 

you don’t believe 
seances and 
mediums are parlor 
tricks, this is the 
place to go for 
the real deal. The 
folks here take 
their beliefs very 
seriously, and if 
you’re looking for 

a reading or other-wordly experience, 

  Cassadaga also offers tours of all 
types, including haunted Halloween and 
orb tours. On the orb tours a guide will 
use a digital camera to take pictures of 
glowing balls that believers claim are 
visible only to cameras. 
  The history tours offer insight into the 
community’s past, which may appeal 
more to people who aren’t wholly on 
board with the idea of communicating 
with the dead. 

  

Finally, the camp offers course 
in spiritualism. On the Cassadaga 
web site, the camp says it doesn’t 
try to convert people; the classes 
are there only for those who come 
on their own.

BEST Part: Spiritualism 
and mediums 

aside, the town itself is a neat walk through 
the past. Old-style Florida homes dominate 

every yard. Walking around the town 
makes for a pleasant afternoon, followed 
by a glass of wine on the sweeping porch 
of the Cassadaga Hotel.

MAGIC Q u e s t i o n : 
Readings start at 

around $40 and go up from there (you can 

welcome center and gift shop). Orb tours 
cost $25; history tours cost $15. The camp 
offers other tours and services for roughly 
the same amounts; check at the welcome 
center for pricing and more information.
  Walking through the camp and visiting 
the parks costs nothing.

Visit Cassadaga.org for more information. 
Contact Cathy Salustri at CathySalustri@

theGabber.com.
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Snake Time at 
Summer Camp
By Melissa Lattman
Richard is pictured with an Eastern Corn 
snake.

ST. PETERSBURG- Campers 
explored the world of amphibians 
and reptiles with wildlife biologist 
and environmental educator, George 
L. Heinrich. The recent week long 
herpetology camp at Boyd Hill Nature 
Preserve included close encounters 
with frogs, lizards and snakes. If your 
child enjoys frogs and turtles there 
is a fall camp over Thanksgiving 
Break. Call (727) 893-7326 for more 
information.

New Public 
Tennis Courts
  Thanks to a grant from the United 
States Tennis Association (USTA), 
Pasadena Community Church has 
newly renovated tennis courts. The 
courts are open to the public during 
all daylight hours and the staff is 
in the process of putting together a 
kids’ 10 and Under Tennis Program 
for the fall season. Come out, 
play, and have a ball!  Visit www.
pasadenacommunitychurch.org for 
more information.

•••

Foster Hope...
Foster a Child
  Imagine being taken away from 
your home, not knowing where you 
will go, leaving behind your favorite 
things.  Now, imagine this through 
the eyes of a child.   There are more 
than 3,500 dependent children in 
Pinellas and Pasco counties due to 
child abuse, neglect or abandonment.   
Many of them need loving foster 
parents.  For more information on 
becoming a foster parent, please call 
Eckerd Community Alternatives 
Recruitment Line toll-free at 1-866-
233-0790.

•••

Monday is Pasta Night
  Back by popular demand from 
permanent residents, The Sons of 
Italy Lodge, 2500 34 Street S., will 
remain open Mondays from 4-8 
p.m. The fare is still $5  for all you 
can eat pasta in real Italian sauce. 
Included are two meatballs, small 
salad, bread and coffee. The latest 
hit is their mussels in white or red 
sauce (minimal additional charge). 
Sausages, beverages and desserts 
are available at fair prices. Meet your 
neighbors and friends while you enjoy 
this casual atmosphere. Eat in or take 
out dinners. Look for their flotilla of 
flags. They also provide catering for 
all events and their hall is available 
for rental. Call 323-2691.

•••
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Napa Valley California
  For more than 150 years, vineyards have been part of the Napa Valley landscape. 
George Yount planted the first Napa Valley vineyards in 1838; the town of Napa 
was laid out in 1848; by the mid-1850s there were about 50,000 grapevines planted 
in Napa Valley--by 1860 there were about 200,000. The industry continued to 
expand, and by the late 1860s there were 50 vintners in Napa Valley. Wines from 
Inglenook, Charles Krug, Beringer and others won international acclaim in the 
late 19th century.

  Unfortunately, phylloxera, an aphid-like insect that feeds on grapevine rootstock, 
arrived around the same time. The effects of phylloxera coupled with Prohibition 
in 1919 thwarted the industry’s growth until Repeal in 1933.

  I have had most wines from this region, but, I suggest these producers of red: 
Silver Oak, Hall, Kathryn HAll, Newton, White HAll Lane, Caymus & Cain.
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By Robert J. Myers, Esq.        

How to Make Sure that 
Decisions will be Made 

in your Best Interest
  In making decisions about potential 
sources of funding for health care, you 
should consider certain protective 
services. These become important if 
you ever become unable to handle 
your own affairs, due to physical or 
mental incapacity. Unless proper 
legal action is taken in advance, your 
family may be unable to act on your 
behalf should the need arise.

Problems with 
Joint Ownership

   Joint ownership is often used to give 
legal authority to another person. For 
example, you might simply add your 
daughter’s name to your account, 
thinking you’ve solved various estate 

and financial planning problems, 
such as avoiding probate or ensuring 
you will be taken care of.
  But joint ownership may not solve 
some problems, and could even create 
others. First, the joint owner may be 
able to withdraw 100% of the assets 
held in joint name. Second, both 
joint owners’ signatures are usually 
required anyway to sell or liquidate 
assets. In addition, your assets may 
become subject to claims by your 
children’s creditors.

Revocable Living Trusts
  One strategy you should consider 
is establishing a revocable living 
trust, which would hold title to your 
assets. Such a trust not only offers 
estate planning advantages, such as 
avoiding probate, but also ensures 
that a trustee would handle your 
financial affairs in the event of your 
incapacity.
  But your financial situation is not 
the only thing to consider in the event 
of incapacity. You may need someone 
else to step in and make personal 
decisions regarding your health care 
or the maintenance of property you 
own. In addition, a trust may not 

be appropriate, depending on the 
amount of assets you own.
  Since joint ownership is obviously 
not the ideal solution and trust may 
not be for everyone, are there other 
ways to plan for the possibility of 
you incapacity?  Generally, there are 
three other ways you can give legal 
authority to another person:
  Guardianship
  Conservatorship
  Durable power of attorney
  Of these three, the most effective is 
a durable power of attorney. In our 
next article, we will take a look at 
how these legal transfers of control 
and decision-making work and 
which method would be best for your 
situation.
  Mr. Myers is the owner of Akerson 
Law Offices which is located at 1135 
Pasadena Avenue South, Suite 140, 
St. Petersburg, Florida.  The tele-
phone number is 727-347-5131.  Mr. 
Myers welcomes calls regarding this 
article and other related legal topics.  
This column outlines general legal 
principles and is not intended to give 
you legal advice.  If you have a spe-
cific question about the law, please 
consult an attorney.

•••

• Ongoing 13-week revolving course. Start any week.
• Power Point presentation. 400 page materials book.
• One day 8-hour course available
• Completion satisfies FL Boater ID Safety Requirements.
Gulfport
USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 7-16, 3120 Miriam Street S.    

 When: Every Thursday 7:30-9:30pm.  
 Special: 8/20/11 SAT. ONE DAY Course 8am-5pm
  *pre-registration suggested
 Contact: 727-399-7986   email: auxgulfport@live.com 
         
St. Petersburg
USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 72, 1300 Beach Dr. SE (USCG South Moorings)

 When: Every Tuesday, 7:30pm-9:30pm  
 Contact: 727-898-1324 or www.cgaux72.info

St. Pete Beach
USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 78, Warren Webster Community Center, 1500   
Pass-a-Grille Way

 When: Every Tuesday, 7:30-9:30pm  

 Contact: Jim at 360-4846 or Warren at 321-7801
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Land Use, 
          from front page

Although she’s based out of 
Tallahassee, she acts as an assistant 
city attorney as part of the city’s law 
firm, Bryant Miller Olive. Mike Davis 
serves as the city’s main attorney, 
but when it comes to land use issues, 
Van Wyk steps up.
  “[Mike Davis is] the one [who] 
directs the litigation and handles the 
day-to-day work; my background is 
in land use,” she explains. Van Wyk 
holds not only a law degree but a 
master’s degree in urban and regional 
planning from Florida State.
  “When we [Bryant Miller Olive] 
became the city attorney for St. Pete 
Beach in 2008, I was immediately 
brought in because there was a 
challenge to the comprehensive 
plan.”
  To summarize St. Pete Beach’s 
lawsuits, several years ago the city 
came up with a new comprehensive 
plan and some people didn’t like 
it. Last week the Gabber profiled 
attorney Ken Weiss, who has 
represented all the people who 
have sued St. Pete Beach over the 
proposed comprehensive plan. This 
week, readers can read the city’s side 
of the story, as told by Van Wyk.
  In 2009 attorney Ken Weiss, 
representing local resident Bill Pyle, 
sued St. Pete Beach over whether or 
not the city’s 2008 comprehensive 
plan complied with state law. The 
lawsuit, Van Wyk says, focused 
on “the merits and substance” of 
the 2008 plan. She says of all the 
lawsuits, “that’s the most important.” 
The rest of the lawsuits, she says, 
deal with procedure, “the easiest way 
to challenge” something.
  The district court decided the plan 
complied with all laws.
  Undeterred by this ruling, she says, 
the group – led by Weiss – tried what 
she calls “ancillary” ways to keep the 
plan from coming to fruition.
  “They’ve thrown the kitchen sink 
at it,” she says, referring to lawsuits 
challenging whether the city worded 
the ballot language properly and 
other cases dealing with procedure. 
  One lawsuit maintained that the 
city didn’t put enough detail into 
explaining the plan to voters. Van 
Wyk agrees that it was not, as did 
the courts.
  “Dr. Pyle was successful; the 

ballot was not detailed enough,” she 
admits. “The ballot summary, by law, 
can’t be more than 75 words, and it 
had to summarize 115 page comp 
plan amendment that was written 
on redevelopment of city. It’s very 
difficult to put [a detailed plan] into 
75 words.”
  She calls the city’s vote a “test case” 
in writing a ballot summary for 
changing a comprehensive plan. This 
has never been done before; in the 
history of growth management, Van 
Wyk says, the city of St. Pete Beach 
is unique.
  St. Pete Beach, she says, wasn’t 
trying to trick anyone with the 
ballot.
  “The main thing I hear from [Weiss] 
and his clients is that the city lied 
to the voters about what they were 
voting on. They think the language 
was intentionally written to hide 
what the effects were,” she says. And, 
she adds, while Weiss and his clients 
focus on hotels, the plan doesn’t just 
deal with them.
  “This is about the city as a whole. 
The redevelopment includes some 
incentives for the hotels, such 
as height, but it also protects 
neighborhoods from commercial and 
hotel industries,” she says, adding 
that the city put the height incentives 
in place to keep developers from 
turning hotels into condominiums. 
At the time, the city had no height 
restrictions on condos.
  “[St. Pete Beach offered height] 
incentives to keep hotels in business 
to save the tax base for the city. They 
get more tax money from visitors; 
it’s a huge part of the economy,” she 
says.
  The comprehensive plan, Van Wyk 
maintains, is designed to save St. 

Pete Beach from turning into a row 
of high-rise condos as seen along 
Panama City Beach.
  “This is the city trying to redevelop 
itself, expand its tax base, protect 
tourist industry, and preserve the 
older residential neighborhoods 
while growing the tourist industry,” 
she says.
  Every case has an appeal in court, 
regardless of who won at the local 
level. The city tried mediation once.
  “Certainly, we have tried to do that 
(settle). There was a good faith effort 
in 2009 [by all parties]. The city made 
a tremendous amount of progress 
in addressing the substantive 
concerns raised, and were willing to 
make changes,” she says. “Why the 
mediation failed in the end is still a 
mystery to me and it’s unfortunate. 
It made me sad. We’ve never been 
asked to sit back down at the 
mediation table again, but based on 
our experience we don’t believe it 
would be fruitful.
  St. Pete Beach’s attorneys have 
asked the courts to dismiss all 
lawsuits and appeals centering on 
the ballot language since last year, 
voters across the state rejected 
the need for the public to vote on 
charter amendments like changes to 
comprehensive plans.
  “It’s ridiculous to keep spending 
money on lawsuits dealing with 
charter referendum issues,” she 
says. 
  If the courts agree, St. Pete Beach 
would have only one comprehensive 
plan-related case pending in the 
courts.

••
Contact Cathy Salustri at 

CathySalustri@theGabber.com.
•••
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Openings for Artists 
and Crafters
    The Gulfport Merchants 
Association’s Art Walk has new 
openings for artists and crafters. The 
twice a month Art Walk is a fantastic 
opportunity to have your work 
seen and purchased by hundreds of 
Tampa Bay locals as well as visitors 
from outside the area. Gulfport Art 
Walk takes place year-round along 
Beach Blvd. on the First Friday and 
Third Saturday of every month from 
6-10 p.m. Exhibitors with handmade 
and personal creations are welcomed 
to submit an application now. 
Buskers and street performers 
are also welcomed to apply. There 
are a limited number of openings 
available for those who would like 
to be considered. Submitting an 
application does not guarantee 
acceptance. Photos required. Venue 
address: 3007 Beach Blvd. S., 
Gulfport, FL 33707. Please visit 
www.SIKPromotions.com>Vendor 
Info>Gulfport Art Walk to apply 
and for additional show information 
or contact SIK Promotions at 727- 
322-5217.

•••
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Who Wants Cheese?

Some days the best you can hope 
for is cheese.
  Really, I mean that. My 

washing machine isn’t working, all I 
want is a steak and all I have on hand 
is romaine and sweet potatoes, and, 
at last check, I’ve gained about 25 
pounds since college. I’m not having a 
great day here, and that doesn’t bode 
well for my evening which, since it’s 
Tuesday, will be spent listening to the 
city council decide the fate of the city. 
Which city? It doesn’t matter. They’re 
all the same: they do things, someone 
gets upset, and the meeting goes on. 
The lawyer talks and the clerk tries 
not to while the city manager gets 
to act as some sort of suit-and-tie 
referee for the whole weird carnival. 
They could sell pretzels and cotton 
candy and make a damn fortune.
  I may need a vacation. I notice a 
definite “cranky” trend, even for me, 
which is definitely saying something. 
I’m rapidly losing my tolerance for 
this nonsense that passes for local 
government, and I don’t just mean 
the politicians. I mean the people who 
forget that there are more important 
things in life than what your city 
government does on Tuesday nights.
  OK, I will grant you that I am a 
big believer that city politics impact 
your life more than state affairs, and, 
following this to its logical conclusion, 
state politics more so than national. 
I still believe that. But I think it’s 
time we all get a little perspective 
adjustment.
  Every morning I stumble to the coffee 
maker. I use the word “stumble” when 
I should write “trip over the cats and 
mumble loudly at things in my path,” 
but you get the drift. I pour myself a 
cup of coffee so strong that, at my last 
office job, I was released from coffee-
making duties after my coworkers 
spent the morning in the bathroom. I 
wait for the caffeine to hit the blood, 
get dressed, and head to my office. All 
I have to say at this point is “Come 
on, Calypso, let’s go to work!” and 
she takes off at a dachshund-gallop 
towards the oversized chair where 

we work, curls up next to me, and 
sleeps away the day (I guess if you’re 
a dachshund, that’s work.)
  While she sleeps I wade through 
myriads of city documents, trying to 
understand out how the city plans to 
pay for the coming year’s expenses 
(current logic is shells and beads) or 
how much money, exactly, another 
city will spend fighting lawsuits about 
something it did three years ago 
(I’m not sure but there’s talk of the 
commission selling their kidneys). 
  Calypso, for her part, ignores 
countless calls to council members, 
commissioners, my editor, and 
anyone else I contact. She lives for 
Friday morning meetings at the 
Gabber and the Tuesday Market in 
Gulfport because she gets a car ride 
and new scenery, but other than that, 
she sleeps.
  Calypso can sleep through anything 
but cheese. Some days life isn’t so 
exciting for her, and, if she’s lucky, 
around three o’clock, I will get up 
and head into the kitchen and get a 
piece of string cheese. The moment – 
the exact instant – when she hears 
the wrapper rattle, her endearing 
dachshund snores and puppy dreams 
cease and she bolts upright in our 
chair. I will find her waiting there for 
me when I return, her ridiculously 
fluffy ears cocked and her eyes 
begging me for cheese. She knows – 

she hopes – that she will get the final 
bite.
  And, of course, she always does. She 
is my faithful companion; my friend. 
More than that, she is the only one 
in the world who could hope to stay 
sane while listening to me talk about 
sewers and discarded wigs and palm 
tree fires.
  Anyone who has a dog – or has 
loved a dog – knows that outside of 
a dog’s heart, nothing else matters. 
I can be working on an article or 
column that I swear I’m really, really 
passionate about, but then I will feel 
her settle in to my thigh just a little 
more tightly, or her snout will push 
hot dachshund breath across my leg. 
It is in that moment that I couldn’t 
care less about city hall or meetings 
or politics.
  Maybe I would have more tolerance 
for the meetings if I could bring 
Calypso to the meetings. I feel like I 
could handle some of the ridiculous 
things discussed there, like whether 
or not a link on a city web site could 
lead to people going to the bathroom 
on TV, if I could feel her snuggled up 
next to me.
  For her part, she wouldn’t care 
what anyone was saying, not if she 
thought there was a remote chance 
she’d get a piece of cheese at the end. 
Because Calypso is all about the big 
picture. She sees what matters. She 
understands perspective.
  She knows that some days, you can 
just hope for cheese. 

••
Contact Cathy Salustri at 

CathySalustri@theGabber.com 
•••
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Attorney/Legal

Caregivers

BABYSITTING SERVICES - Daytime, After 
School Child Care.  Background checks on all 
caregivers. Rent-A-Hand, 727-347-3424. Lic. 
5842.

CNA -Total Care. House Keeping, Meal Prep, 
Etc. Dependable, Compassionate & Caring. 
20yrs Experience. Please Call , 727-488-4586 
or 727-612-8582.

LICENSED CHILDCARE
IN-HOME PROVIDER

Excellent References, Over 20yrs. Exp. Loving 
Environment. Hot Meals, Reasonable Rates. 
Full or Part-time. Call Christine. 727- 347-
2921. 

COMPANION/CAREGIVER AVAILABLE-
Days & Evenings, $9/Hr. Dependable, Caring 
Single Individual, Childless.References, Clean 
Background Check. Non-smoker. St. Peters-
burg/St. Pete Beach, Gulfport. 727-289-5996.

CNA/CAREGIVER/COMPANION- I’m a kind, 
efficient, reliable, kind, positive woman, willing 
to assist in all your daily needs. Call Sharon 
727-902-8836.

Cleaning/Housekeeping

NATURALLY 
HOUSEPROUD

Residential Cleaning Services. Natural plant 
based 100% biodegradable cleaning products 
used. Houses, condos, apartments & rent-
als. Services: One-Time, Weekly/bi-weekly, 
Monthly/bi-monthly, Move-in/Move-Out. Dis-
counts Veterans & Seniors! Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Free Estimates. Call 727-954-3332 or 
visit www.naturallyhouseproud.net.

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING- Detailed 
Cleaning Every Time. 32 Years Experience, 
Excellent References. (2010 Angie’s List Su-
per Service Award) We do Windows too. Li-
cenced, Bonded, Insured. $15 Off First Time 
Cleaning.  727-743-0701.

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE!- De-
pendable, Experienced. From Ceiling Fans to 
Baseboards & Windows. Great Rates.  Week-
ly, Bi-weekly, Monthly, Move-ins/Outs  Karen, 
385-6895.

We Don’t Cut Corners...
We Clean Them!

Lisa’s  Cleaning, ChildCare, Pet/Plant Care. 
License #2557 References. Free Estimates. 
727-898-2474.

CARPET CLEANING- Repairs, ReStretching, 
Sales & Service. Carl 727-460-7153.

HEIDI’S DETAILED CLEANING-Quality Work 
Every Time, Guaranteed! Special for 1st time 
Customers.  Excellent References.  Residen-
tial & Commercial. 10yrs. exp. Licensed & In-
sured. 727-254-1950 

HOME ORGANIZING
SERVICES

Do you need help with Organizing and Declut-
tering your home to create order out of disor-
der? Pat Johns, 727-360-3328.

“THE CLEANING LADY”- Reliable and de-
pendable. 16 years Exp. Weekly, bi-weekly- 
Residential, Move-outs. References available.  
Please Call 727-686-7277

Accounting

PLACE YOUR AD HERE- Starting at $14 per 
issue. Call 321-6965.

Classes/Tutoring Cleaning/Housekeeping
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COMPUTER REPAIR-Maintenance, Wireless, 
Tutor, Virus Removal, etc. Fast service, rea-
sonable rates. Call Bob 727-656-0435. 

TRUTECH SOLUTIONS
727-343-2838

In-Home Services: Internet Security, Training, 
Virus & SpyWare Removal, Maintenance & 
Repair, Data Recovery. (PC & Mac).

SENIOR-FRIENDLY
COMPUTER SERVICE 

In Your Home. Repair, Tutoring, Setup. Fair 
Rates, Reliable. Serving Gulfport, Pasadena, 
St. Petersburg, the Beaches, Phil Penrose 
727-204-7288.

Cycle/Scooter Repair

Electrical

AC ELECTRIC
727-345-3108

Over 30 years. Experience. Residential & Com-
mercial. New or Remodel work, Service Up-
grades, Lightning Arrestors, Fans and Lighting 
Installed. State License #ER0007653.

B&B ELECTRICAL
SOLUTIONS

We Have the Solutions to Your Electrical 
Needs. Lightning Protection. Fuses to Break-
ers, All Electrical Repairs & Installation. Senior 
Discounts. ER#13012577. 727-546-7047

BILL DURETT ELECTRIC- $50 Service Call. 
Fuses to Breakers, Upgrades, Repairs, Ceil-
ing Fans, Room Additions. Licensed/Insured, 
EC13003067. 642-5706. 

Handy Person

HOME REPAIRS BIG OR SMALL-Jobs. Many 
years of Experience. Free Estimates, Reason-
able Rates on account of the Bad Economy. 
Call 727-644-6194.

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Free Estimates. We Do It all! You Don’t Pay 
Anything Till Job is Complete, Great Refer-
ences! 727-688-9565. Licensed/Insured. 

MR. FIXIT HOME HANDYMAN SERVICE- No 
Job too Big or Small.  Reasonable, Reliable, 
References. Senior Discount. Lawn Services 
Also. 727-906-6984.

CARPENTER
DEPENDABLE!

“Have Tools Will Travel” Trustworthy. Doors, 
Decks/Eaves/Rotted Wood, Etc. 24 Year Gab-
ber Advertiser. Free Estimates, Lic. C-5754. 
727-821-9973.

EXTREME HANDYMAN- Small, Big, All Jobs. 
Affordable Rates, Friendly Reliable Service. 
25 Years Experience in Most  Fields. Call Ja-
mie, 727-254-1392.

GERMAN HANDYMAN-30+ Years Experi-
ence, Any Job, Any Time, Nights, Weekends. 
Reasonable, Reliable, Honest, Guaranteed. 
Free Estimates, Senior Citizens Discount, 
727-432-8369.  

Heat/Air Conditioning

Computer Service Electrical Heat/Air Conditioning
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Home Improvement

ROOFING REPAIRS 
$99 & UP

30 Year Owens Corning Shingles. Metal roof-
ing, flat roofs. Lic#CCC1326066. Call 727-
418-3357.

RESCREENING-1 Panel OK. Pool Cages, 
Sunrooms, Screen Rooms, Carports, Hur-
ricane Windows, Concrete Slabs, Sofit/Facia. 
Visa/Master Card, Free Estimates. 727-804-
4300. RX11066857.

A OLD TIME ROOFING CO. - Residential, 
Commercial. All Types, Shingle & Tile Special-
ists. Old Time Workmanship & Integrity. Let “A 
Old-Timer” Do It! Licensed RCC0051451 and 
Insured. 824-9996.

WALL & CEILING
REPAIRS/PAINTING

Interior/Exterior, Drywall/Plaster/Stucco, Tex-
ture, Wallpaper & Popcorn Removal, Painting. 
Pool Deck Repairs, Insured, #C4672 15% Off. 
727-458-4209.

CONCRETE 
BLOCK & BRICK WORK
Driveways, Patios, Sidewalks & Slab Addi-
tions.  Lic#C8057 & Insured.  30 Years Experi-
ence. 727-418-1701.

Lawn Equip. Repair

DO YOU REPAIR
LAWN EQUIPMENT?

People are calling the Gabber looking for your 
service! Please call today to advertise, start-
ing at $13/wk. 321-6965.

Lawn/Landscape

SHAWN’S LAWNS
Affordable/Honest. Bucket Truck Available 
for Tree Work. No Limb to Small. Lic./Insured 
Dump Trailer Rental Available.  727-557-5226.

JEFF’S LAWN MOWING-Landscaping, Tree 
Trimming, Sodding, Pressure Washing and 
More, Just Ask! Quality Work Always, Fair Pric-
es Guaranteed. 727-608-0231. God Bless.

LAWN & HAUL-Affordable Prices. Roof Clean-
ing, Mowing, Hedge/Tree Trimming, Brush 
Removal, Code Violation Clean-Ups, Debris 
Hauling. Dependable. Senior Discounts. Dave, 
727-215-2229.

JEFF’S LAWN SERVICE- Mowing, Trimming, 
Edging, Blowing, Yard Clean-ups. Leaf and 
Debris removal. ALSO: Odd jobs. Reasonable 
rates, 727-341-0185

LAWNS MOWED $12.50 AND-Up. Land-
scaping, Property Clean-up and Mainte-
nance, Pressure Washing, Roofs and Gutters 
Cleaned, Handyman Experienced, Reliable. 
727-459-9527.

EXPERT SPRINKLER 
REPAIR 

Rich Moseley, Irrigation Contractor. 15 Years 
Experience. Reasonable Rates. Well & Pumps. 
439-0792  Leave Message. Lic.#C8312.

TREE REMOVAL- Big or Small. Trimming, 
Handyman, Yard Work, Cut Small Lots, Haul-
ing. Licensed. Call Sylvester, 727-460-8721. 

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Heat/Air Conditioning Home Improvement Lawn/Landscape
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1/2 PRICE
TREE SERVICE

Certified Arborist. Neat, Clean Professional. 
Removals, Trimming, Clean-Ups, No Job to 
Big or Small. Licensed & Insured.  727-346-
4900.

Moving/Hauling

DAN’S HAULING-727-341-1135. Full Service 
Clean-ups. Drop Off Trailers. 

Painting

PINNIX PAINTING INC.- Interior, Exterior. In 
Business Locally Since 1980. Free Estimates. 
Commercial Residential References Upon 
Request. Lic. #C4334. 548-9293.

BOYD FARMER PAINTING - Family business. 
30+ years, Residential, Commercial. No job to 
small. 2 coats paint. Quality guaranteed. Se-
nior discount. C8626. 727-458-3650

Plumbing

LINGO’S PLUMBING RELIABLE-Repairs, 
Replacements, Fixtures. Sewers, Cleaning,   
Remodels, New Construction, Better Business 
Bureau Lic.#CFC1426040.  727-403-9523.

Miscellaneous Service

SEWING MACHINE REPAIRS - In Your Home. 
Most Repairs Done in Home. All Makes, All 
Models. Work Guaranteed. 393-3632.

LUCKY DOG DAY CAMP-Gulfport. Private, 
Secure 1/2 acre Compound, Manicured, 
Shade, Experienced Attention. Limited to 3 
Happy Healthy Dogs per day. 727-798-5010.

JOB/BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY- Or work at 
home. Go to www.7figurenetworkerkit.com
Also www.jawaune.com type in job opportu-
nity work at home, web design.

ONE TIME $250.-Turn into Possible $50,000 
Monthly. Find Out How, Go to website at
www.roiunlimited.com/moonshine-tour. Php or 
Call David 727-328-1259.

Help Wanted

BAY AREA CARE-Needs Qualified HHA 
Aides for Live-in and Hourly Help. 1 year ex-
perience, non-smoking, background check, FL 
Drivers License, own car. 727-424-1979. 

RECREATION LEADER - City of Gulfport. 
Immediate part-time position available for the 
Tot Time & VPK Program. Experience in child 
care with knowledge of licensing requirements 
and VPK. Minimum qualifications include high 
school diploma or equivalency, Part 1 30-hour 
Introductory Child Care Training, Part 2 10-
Hour Preschool Appropriate Practices and 
Brain Research. CDA or equivalent preferred. 
Entry $10.057/hr. Background checks, finger-
print check, drug screening and physical will 
be conducted. Position open until filled. Appli-
cations accepted at Gulfport Recreation Cen-
ter, 5730 Shore Blvd. S. or City Hall, 2401 53rd 
St. S., E.O.E.

Lawn/Landscape

SMALL JOB
SPECIALIST

Seniors Discounts, CFC1428150 Low Rates 
727-525-3952.

Plumbing Business Opportunity
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1991 21FT. TOYOTA-Dolphin Motor Home. 
Fully equipped for local use. $4950. 727-512-
7926. 

1991 CHEVY PICKUP-2-Door Extended Cab, 
8 Ft. Bed with Cap, New Transmission in 2003, 
New Motor in 2004, Runs Great! Rust & Dam-
age to Interior. $2,000. Call after 5 p.m. 330-
383-1191.

1992 FORD 150 XLT-4x4, 5.0, Auto, Alpine, 
Cold AC, Leer Topper. $2800 o.b.o. or Will 
Trade for Vintage Guitar. 727-804-1630.

1992 FORD CROWN VICTORIA-LX. Black, 
Full Canvas Roof, 81,780 Miles, Good MPG & 
Condition. $1800. 727-360-0616.

1995 MERCURY-V6-Good MPG. Runs Good. 
New Parts. $999. 727-459-9527. 

ABC JUNK CARS
We’ve Paid the Most Cash For Junk & Un-
wanted Vehicles for Over a Decade Now. No 
Lies Just Honest Business. So Call us First or 
Call us Last, but Call Us! 727-458-7710 

Furniture/Appliances

BEDROOM SUITE- No Bed, 9 drawer dresser 
w/large mirror 62” wide x 24” deep x 36” tall, 
5 drawer chest 4.5’ high, x 3’ wide, 2’ deep, 
marble top ornamental night stands, 727-866-
7455, 727-424-2004.

ANTIQUE HAYWOOD WAKEFIELD- Custom 
made dining room set w/Leaves. Pine & Bam-
boo w/4 chairs. Custom made table top pads. 
727-866-7455, 727-424-2004.

ADMIRAL 33” TV-with Toshiba VHS and Oak 
Cabinet. Excellent Condition. $100. obo 727-
345-0432.

LIVING ROOM SOFA, LOVESEAT-Rocker, All 
Reclining. Med. Brown Micro Fiber. (sofa nev-
er used). Very Good Condition. Asking $250. 
727-384-3265.

General

2 ALUMINUM LADDERS- 1-5’ Step, 1-9’ ex-
tension, luggage, garden supplies, fertilizer 
spreader, electric hedge shears, small garden 
tools. 727-327-9832.

HOUSEHOLD “GOOD STUFF”- Tools, fur-
niture, luggage, golf clubs, batting machine, 
printer, collectibles, classical records, DVD’s. 
And woman’s clothes, bags, shoes, jewelry-
Cheap! 565-8717 for appt.

AVON REPS NEEDED
Sign-up with top seller Or purchase products. 
Call Mirzana 727-453-2637

GULFPORT LIONS CLUB - Available For 
Parties, Weddings, Meetings. Great Water-
front Location With Full Facilities. Call Art for 
Info and Dates. 321-5717.

60” MITSUBISHI 3D-Ready TV. Excellent 
Condition, High Definition. 3HDMI inputs Per-
fect Picture! $650. obo 727-906-7408.

LAWN MOWERS,
GO KARTS, BIKES

All Kinds. Flatbed Trailer 4’ x 8’. Also  Lawn 
Mower and Small Engine Repair. Call Frank 
727-418-8297.

OLD SOUNDESIGN-Record  Player & Cas-
sette. Speakers, Good Condition. $50. obo 
727-327-7462.

JAZZY PRIDE 9 MONTHS OLD-Electric 
Wheel Chair.  Leather Seat, Gray & Red. Seat 
Lift, New Batteries. $1500. obo 727-726-1676.

Marine

20’ MARATHON VIVA 1985 CUDDY- Mer-
cruiser, GM 4 Cyl, w/Cooling Leak. $895. 727-
512-7926.

Wanted

OLD AUDIO-Old Tube Amplifiers, Old Speak-
ers, etc. Denny, 727-421-4019.

Legal Notices

PLACE YOUR AD HERE- $14.00 for 20 words, 
includes notarized affidavit of publication and 
tear sheet. $5.00 notary fee. 321-6965.

5226 GULFPORT BLVD- Friday & Sat. 10a.m.-
3p.m. Small Furniture, household, Cd’s & al-
bums. Large variety misc. items, tools, Chil-
drens Clothes.

SATURDAY 8-2P.M.-3780 34th Ave. So. 
Something for Everyone. Everything Must Go! 
Clothing, Books, Wedding Dress, Electronics, 
Lawn Equipment, More!

ANTIQUES, FURNITURE,-Clothing, Books. 
Friday & Saturday 9am.-2pm. 3018 59th St S. 
#115

MULTI FAMILY- 6434 Flamingo Way S. Sat. 
& Sun. 9am-2pm. 2 This-End-Up Solid Wood 
Sleeper Sofas, Clothes, Household Items.

EVERYTHING PRICED TO GO- Temperpedic 
Deluxe Full Bed 1/2 price, Quilt w/Matching 
pillows, kitchen items, CD’s, stuffed animals, 
fishing rod & equipment, TV, office supplies, 
clothes & more. Friday, Sat., Sun. 9-5p.m. 
5530 7th Ave. N. 727-504-8226 for directions.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY- 8a.m.-
2p.m. Lots of Stuff, Tools, Christmas, Scrub 
Tops, 517 13th Ave. S.

Card of Thanks

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE - This novena has 
never been known to fail. This novena must be 
said for 9 consecutive days. Publication must 
be promised. Oh Holy St. Jude, Apostle and 
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in miracles, 
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful inter-
cessor of all who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have recourse 
from the depth of my heart and humbly beg 
to whom God has given great power to come 
to my assistance.     Help me in my present 
urgent petition. In return, I promise to make 
your name known and call you to be invoked. 
St. Jude, pray for us all who invoke your aid.  
Amen. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys & 3 
Gloria’s.                                                   R.S. 

MAY THE SACRED Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout the 
world. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. 
Blessed Mother, pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, pray for us. Say this prayer for ni-
net days, nine times a day. Then publish this 
prayer. Thank You, Jesus.                          G.F.

Automotive

DINNERWARE-Two services for eight. $45 
each or Both $80. 727-541-3984.

Musical Instruments
PIANO-Black, $250 o.b.o Good Condition! 
727-517-9179.

General Yard/Garage Sale

NEVER FAILING PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
- St. Michael, the Archangel, Defend Us In 
Battle; Be Our Defense Against the Wicked-
ness and Snares of the Devil.  May God Re-
buke Him We Humbly Pray; and Do You Oh 
Prince of the Heavenly Host, By the Power 
of God, Thrust Into Hell Satan and the Other 
Evil Spirits Who Prowl About the World For the 
Ruin of Souls.  Amen.  St. Michael, I Resort 
to Your Protection and in My Faith, Offer This 
Light Which Shall Burn Every Tuesday.  Com-
fort Me in My Difficulties and While Lodging in 
the House of Our Savior Intercede for Me and 
My Family That We Will Be Able to Hold God 
Close to Our Hearts and Be Provided for in All 
of Our Necessities.  I Beseech You, to Have 
Infinite Pity in Regard to Favors I ask of You 
(Name Them) So That I May Be Able To Over-
come All Difficulties as You Did the Dragons 
at Your Feet.  Our Father (Say 3 Times).  Hail 
Mary (Say 3 Times).  Glory Be (Say 3 Times).  
This Prayer is to be Said 9 Tuesdays, in Suc-
cession and Each Tuesday a Candle Shal 
Be Lighted and a Copy of This Prayer Lft in 
the Church to Help Another Soul in Distress 
and Support the Devotion to St. Michael.  This 
Miraculous Saint Grants Everything, No Mat-
ter How Difficult, Before the Termination of 9 
Tuesdays.    G.F.
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CLOSE TO STETSON-3BR/2BA/1CG, $1090/
Mo.  2BR/2BA, Brand new, beautiful, Water in-
cluded, SPB, $995/mo. 1BR, near Pasadena 
Publix, $615/mo. Water included. Extra large 
efficiency  St. Pete Beach (near Corey Ave). 
$610/Mo. Water Included. 727-345-7036.

GULFPORT 2702 MIRIAM ST. S.- 2/1 Duplex, 
Carport, C/H/A, Clean & Bright. $850/Mo & 
Security. Tile Floors, Two Blocks from Marina 
& Clam Bayou Nature Park. 727-542-6090.

3542 41ST AVE. S.- Condo, Gated Commu-
nity, 1BR/1BA, 1st. Floor. $700/Mo. Heated 
Pool, Tennis, Pets Ok. 2 Weeks free rent with 
approved credit. 727-492-9065.

GULFPORT 1/1, CLEAN-CHA, W/D and Fully 
Equipped. Walk to Beach. Available now thru 
Dec. 31st. $1100/Mo. Includes Cable and 
Utilities. 727-418-7272.  www.gulfport-florida-
rentals.com

UNFURNISHED  LARGE 1BR APTConve-
nient Location. Newly Painted. 617 40th St. 
N. $500/Mo. Off St. Parking. Laundry Facility 
Available. Close to St. Anthony’s Hospital. 727-
418-2242.

2521 51ST WAY S.- 2BR/1BA, Carport, Patri-
ally Screened, C/H/A, Terrazo Floors, $780/
Mo. 727-365-9390.  

ST. PETE HOUSE-2BR/1BA, Freshly Painted. 
Good Location. Washer/Dryer. Fenced Yard, 
City Gas. $650/Mo.  +$650/Security. HUD Ap-
proved. 3342 Carlisle Ave. S. 727-321-1793.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT-St. Pete Studio 
Apts. from $400/Mo., 1BR’s from $500/Mo., 
2BR’s from $600/Mo. Vouchers & Section 8 
OK. 727-804-5596. 

4551 3RD AVE. S.- 2BR/1BA, $795 & Secu-
rity. Call Mickey the Realtor, 727-322-8030.

FIVE TOWNS 1500SQFT. -Updated   
2BR/ 2BA Pond View. Corner Unit in 55+. 
Screened Balcony, Large Utility/Storage room, 
Washer/Dryer, Covered Parking.  Planned 
Activities. Lovely Grounds to Stroll. Close to 
Shopping, Restaurants. 1 Small pet Ok. Year-
ly/Long Term Preferred. $895/Mo. Gas, Water, 
Cable Included. 727-347-6030 or 727-420-
6827.

GULFPORT IN-LAW SUITE-Spacious House, 
2 Separate Living Areas. Front Unit 2BR/1BA 
Large Living Room, Dining Room and Kitchen. 
Back Unit 2BR/1BA Large Living Area with 
Full Kitchen. Ideal for Family with Older Chil-
dren or Someone who has Parents they need 
to be Near. Separate Bldg. with Washer/Dryer 
Hook-ups Pets Ok. 2114 59th St. S. $1400/Mo. 
973-271-7283 or  Rsf51@yahoo.com

TOWN SHORES 55+-1BR/1BA/Den Condo. 
Small pets ok. Waterfront view. $725/mo., Will 
consider sale. 727-560-8166.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE- Starting at $14 per 
issue. Call 321-6965.

NEED CLEAN RESPONSIBLE-Tenant for 
2BR/1BA, Utility/Storage, CHA, Ceiling Fans. 
5129 Tangerine Ave. S. $790/Mo. Call 343-
9595.

4925 12TH AVE. S.-2BR/1BA Cottage, New 
Kitchen, Tile Floors, Fenced  Yard, Garage, 
Dogs Welcome. $795/Mo. plus Security. Avail-
able 7/1 727-322-8030.

SEASONAL RENTAL-IGulfport. 2BR/1BA, 
$200/wkly. And 1BR/1BA, $180/wkly. plus 
Deposit. Furnished. Electric, Water, Cable 
Included. Nice/Quiet. No Pets/Smoking. 727-
321-5146.

GULFPORT HOUSE- 2BR + Den/1BA. Laun-
dry room w/hookup, Dining Room, C/H/A. Back 
yard privacy fence. Nice location on “no-thru” 
Street. Adjacent to nature preserve. $750mo. 
727-328-8767.

GULFPORT, 2001 55TH ST. S.-Large 2/1, Liv-
ing, Dining, & Bonus Room. Garage with W/D 
Hookup. $900/Mo. + $450/Security. 727-742-
5140.

GREAT LOCATION
GULFPORT MARINA

Duplex 2/1, Freshly Painted. 985sqft. Fully Ap-
plianced, Laundry room with W/D. Central AC/
Heat. Garage Space Available.  $850/Mo. 401-
523-4540.

GULFPORT 1BR RENTALS-Starting at $500/
mo. Newly Remodeled, Central Location close 
to Shopping & Bus.  Call Rick 727-418-0086.

TOWN SHORES 55+-Community. 2BR/2BA 
Florida room Condo. Clean and Cozy. Pets Ok. 
Some Utilities Paid. Available Now. $800/Mo. 
727-460-8329. 

ROOMY 2BR/1BA-Nice Residental Neigh-
borhood. Includes Electric and Water. $825/
Mo. Gulfport Area. Pets Ok. 973-271-7283 or 
Rsf51@yahoo.com

SPBCH YRLY, 2ND FLOOR-furnished Studio. 
Murphy bed. 425sqft. Prefer one Mature Adult. 
Condo Board approval/background check. No 
Pets. $600/Mo. EXCHEQUER INC. 727-367-
5647.

READY NOW-2BR Partially Furnished Apt. 
Internet Access and Off St. Parking Available. 
All utilities included. Including Cable. $850/Mo. 
727-433-0005.

2401 QUINCY St. S.- 2BR/1BA, Large FR, 
Could be 3rd BR, C/H/A, Carport, New Carpet 
in BR’s. $725/Mo. 727-365-9390.

CUTE 1/BR  APT.
4162 1/2 3rd Ave. S. Newly Renovated. Huge 
Storage included. Pets/Section 8 Ok. $475/Mo. 
plus $475/Security 818-368-0809. 

SMALL QUIET EFFICIENCIES -All utilities 
included. $100/wk. and up.  Handyman & 
Housekeeper, possible live-in. 727-289-3588.

GULFPORT DUPLEX-1/1 $650/Mo. 2/1 $750/
Mo. Clean, Cute Kitchens, Big Closets, Ceil-
ing Fans, CHA, Front Porch, Water/Garbage 
Included. Smoke Free,  727-424-6085.

RENT/BUY Charming 2BR. Everything new 
or nearly new. 3862 12th Ave. S., SP. Great 
terms. 347-3555 for more info.

SO. PASADENA -Nice 1BR Apt. Screened 
Deck, Lovely Pool, Fishing Dock, Quiet and 
Peaceful. 55+, $590/Mo.  727-289-4436. Ref-
erences, No Dog.

ST PETE BEACH STUDIO DUPLEX- Aloha 
Paradise, $595/Mo. Ceramic Floors, Painted, 
Porch, Flowers-Fruits. Great Location. (69th 
Ave./Sunset Way). Near Beach, Shops, Park-
ing, Free Rides.727-614-2880 Anytime.

Happy Talk Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Rent

TYRONE SQUARE AREA 1&2BR APTS.- 
Close to Busline & Shopping. $550-$750/Mo. 
727-410-4209.
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5139 13TH AVE. S.-2BR/1BA Gulfport House. 
Freshly Painted, Quiet Neighborhood,  Central 
Air, Ceramic Tile, Carport, Large Fenced Yard, 
Washer/Dryer Hook-up. $750/Mo, No Section 
8. Small Pet Ok.  727-418-2242.

BAY ISLAND SO. PASADENA 55+- Water-
view, 1BR/1BA, Unfurnished, $725/Mo. An-
nual. 727-729-9553.

GULFPORT, 5019 #3, 29TH AVE. S.-2/1, New 
Kitchen, Tile Floors, Clean, Coin W/D on site, 
$695/Mo., $350/Security. 727-742-5140.

TOWN SHORES BARCLAY-For annual rent. 
55+.  1BR/1BA Florida room 3rd Floor Condo. 
Remodeled, Near clubhouse, beach, pools. 
Covered Parking. $650/mo. + $500 deposit. 
Call 727-329-8285.

GULFPORT 3BR HOME-Freshly Painted and 
Newly Updated Kitchen & Bath. Fenced Yard, 
Inside Laundry. $750/Mo. plus Security 727-
460-3669. 

5924 5TH AVE N.-Large 1BR/1BA plus Fam-
ily Room. Ground floor, C/H/A, Basic Cable, 
Microwave, Free Parking. $545/Mo. No Pets/
No Smoking 727-224-8731.

$500
1BR/1BA, Central Air, newly painted, very 
clean. Large livingroom & eating area. Large 
walk -in closet. Small Pet w/deposit. 727-348-
4833. 

GULFPORT NEAR BEACH-and Library. 1BR 
$550/Mo. 2BR $725/Mo. plus Electric, Deposit. 
Water, Cable Included. Pets Negotiable. 727-
321-8582.

TWO WEEKS FREE With Approved Credit. 
Nice 1Br/1BA Condo 4520 37th St. S., New 
Carpet and Heat/AC. Very Clean. $600/Mo. 
Available Now, 727-492-9065.

TENANT NOT PAYING - For Fast, Reason-
able Eviction Service, Call Gulfport Attorney 
Karen S. Keaton at 727-822-2200.

Furnished Rentals

$125.00 MOVES YOU IN - Furnished Efficien-
cy, Utilities Included. 727-327-3898.

PASADENA 
WATERFRONT

Bay Island 55+ Gated Community. 1BR/1BA 
w/Wide Waterviews. Clubhouse, Pools, Close 
to Beach. New Throughout w/Granite Coun-
tertops. Over $20K In Renovations.  $750/Mo. 
727-341-0023.

ST. PETE BEACH 2BR/2BA CONDO- For 
Sale or Rent. 1 Block from Beach. Newly Re-
modeled kitchen/bath. 727-410-4209.

LARGE 1 & 2 BEDROOM-Mobile Homes. 
Furnished, Excellent Area, Very Safe, $500/
Mo. Looking for Good Tenants. 727-410-6599.

Accommodations to Share

ROOMS AVAILABLE IN PRIVATE-Homes 
from $400-$500 Monthly. Applications and 
Criminal Background Checks Required. Con-
tact Home Share Pinellas 727-945-1528 www.
homeshareprogram.org

S. ST. PETE-Furnished Room, clean, w/Cable 
TV, Private Bath, Share House, Laundry, Near 
Bus/Shop/Bay. No Pets. $440/Mo., +1/3 Utili-
ties. 727-347-6176.

ROOM FOR RENT-Gulfport. $475/Mo. Utili-
ties, Cable, Wi-Fi, W/D Included. On Bus Line. 
Call for Info. Very Clean! 727-384-9154.

UPSTAIRS LARGE BDR’S - Share Kitchen & 
Bath, Close to Bus & Shopping. Backyard Use. 
Background check! 727-434-0424.

Commercial Properties Rent

OFFICE SPACE S. PASADENA- At Executive  
Bldg. 727-209-0606 or 727-688-1927.

Real Estate for Sale

2401 59TH ST.SO- 2Br./1.5Ba., garage, CHA, 
New carpet, paint. Screend Porch. Storage. 
Must See. Linda Cooley- Sail Away Realty. 
727-492-7917.

Real Estate for Rent Accommodations to Share Real Estate for Sale

1985 TWIN DOUBLE WIDE-Mobile Home. 45+ 
Park. 3/BR1.5/BA, Carport, Shed, Washer/
Dryer Hook-up, Bay Windows, Cathedral Ceil-
ing. Pets Welcome. $9,000. 727-726-1676. 

CAUSEWAY VILLAGE 55+-2BR/1.5BA, Car-
port, Shed. New Air Conditioners and Water 
Heater. Lot #543. $5000. obo. Call for details 
727-744-2244.

JUNIOR’S TOWN SHORES PICKS- Bucking-
ham #307, 2/2, $170,000. Nottingham #214, 
2/2, $115,000. Windsor #509, 1BR/1.5BA, 
$130,000. Bill Sampson, Jr. BAIRD REALTY-
GROUP, 727-776-7280.

TOWN SHORES BEAUTY 55+ Waterfront 
Community. 2/2 with gorgeous remodeled 
kitchen and bathrooms. Splendid water view 
of Boca Ciega Bay from 5th floor. 1,450SF. 
$199,900. Call LUBIN TEAM REALTY, 727-
410-5707 or 727-410-5696.

Classified 
        Advertising

   $450*

        for a 10 word ad. 
        20¢ each additional word.

Display Advertising 
from 

$1420** 
per column inch

SPB UNFURNISHED 1BR APT.- Close to 
Shopping, 2 Blocks to Beach, Very Clean, All 
Tile. $675/Mo. 1st/Last/Security. Small pets 
possible. Call 727-252-8656.
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